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HISTORY OF THE ORIGIN OF THE MILITARY ACADEMY; ITS CHANGES BY LEGISLATION 
AND PRACTICE; OBJECTIONS TO ITS CONSTITUTION AND OPERATIONS ; MODIFICA- 
TIONS TO ADAPT IT TO THE WANTS OF THE NATION; HISTORY OF THE NAMES 
AND MATTERS RELATING TO ALL CADETS, FROM 1800 TO 1834; MILITARY HISTORY 
OF ALL GRADUATES RECEIVED INTO THE ARMY; AMOUNT APPROPRIATED FOR THE 
MILITARY ACADEMY AND ANNUAL EXPENSES, FROM 1815 TO 1834; THE SAME, 

FROM 1802 TO 1815; RECENT APPOINTMENTS, GRADUATES, AND HOW DISPOSED OF; 

RESIGNATIONS FROM THE ARMY OF GRADUATES, AND REMARKS ON THE REGULA- 

TIONS OF THE ACADEMY, ETC. 


COMMUNICATED TO THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES MARCH 1, L837, 
Mr. Surru, of Maine, from the Select Committee, to whom the subject was referred, reported: 


The first official recommendation, under the federal governinent, of the policy and necessity of 
adopting asystein of military instruction in the army of the United States is to be found in a report, 
dated January 18, 1790, made by General Knox, then Secretary of War under President Washington, 
who, in turn, communicated with Congress upon the subject by a special message, dated January 21, 
1790.* It is worthy of remark that in this message the President neither approved nor disapproved of 
the principles or details of the report; but said : “ Considering the subject to be of the highest importance 
to the welfare of our country, and liable to be placed in various points of view, I have directed him (the 
Secretary of War) to lay the plan before Congress for their information, that they may make such use 
thereof as they may Judge proper.” 

The plan of “military education” thus proposed was wholly of a practical nature, embracing the 
study of none of the abstruse sciences involved in the art of war. It embraced all the youth of the 
United States “of cighteen, nineteen, and twenty years of age, to be denominated the advaneed corps.” 
They were to be clothed, armed, and subsisted, while on duty, at the public expense. Those of eighteen 
and nineteen years of age were to perform camp duty thirty days successively in cach year; and those 
of twenty years of age were to be disciplined in like manner fourteen days in each year. 

The “advanced corps,” says the report, “are designed not only as a school in which the youth of the 
United States are to be instrueted in the art of war, but they are in all cases of exigence to serve as an 
actual defence to the community.” 

The report also enforces the universality of its plan of military education in the following language: 
“Every State possesses not only the right of personal service from its members, but the right to regulate 
the service on principles of equality for the general defence. All being bound, none can complain of 
injustice on being obliged to perform his equal proportion. Therefore it ought to be a permanent rule 
that those who in youth decline or refuse to subject themselves to the course of military education 
established by the laws should be considered as unworthy of public trast or public honors, and excluded 
therefrom accordingly.” 

Let it be remarked, for consideration hereafter, that the foregoing plan will be found strongly charac- 
terized by two features: Ist. That all the youth of the country within the ages prescribed were to be 
made by it participants in an equal degree of the military education provided by government, whether 
considered as a privilege or a hardship. 2d. While constituting a school of instruction, they were also 
“to serve as an actual defence to the community;” in other words, were to constitute a part of the actual 
and active military force of the nation. 

Nothing was matured by Congress upon the above plan. On May 8, 1792, “ An act (chap. 33) more 
effectually to provide for the national defence, by establishing a uniform militia throughout the United 
States,” was passed by Congress. No provision for scientific instruction in the art of war was contained 
therein. In the annual message of President Washington, December 3, 1793, he thus adverts to this 
last-named act: “It is an inquiry which cannot be too solemnly pursued, whether the act ‘more effectually 
to provide for the national defence, by establishing a uniform militia throughout the United States,’ has 
organized them so as to produce their full effeet; whether your own experience in the several States has 
hot detected some imperfections in the scheme; and whether a material feature in an improvement of it 


* See American State Papers, vol. i, on Military Alfairs, p. 6. 
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ought not to be, to afford an opportunity for the study of those branches of the military art which can 
scarcely every be attained by practice alone.” 

The report of the “Committee on Military Affairs, to whom was referred the subject of the Military 
Academy at West Point,” made to the Hé6use of Representatives, May 17, 1834,* alludes to the above- 
quoted paragraph of President Washington’s message, as follows: “ Mr. Jefferson has informed us that 
when the preparation of this message was discussed in the cabinet, the President mentioned a military 
academy as one of the topics that should be introduced, and that he himself raised the objection that there 
was no clause in the Constitution which warranted such an establishment; that the above sentence was, 
nevertheless, incorporated in the message, and was again the subject of special deliberation. The reply 
of Washington was, that he would not recommend anything prohibited by the Constitution; but, if it was 
doubtful, he was so impressed with the necessity of the measure that he would refer it to Congress, and 
let them decide for themselves whether the Constitution authorized it or not.” 

If it be correct that President Washington contemplated in his suggestion the establishment of a 
“military academy,” as the said Committee of Congress on Military Affairs seem to have been desirous 
understood, it cannot be reasonably doubted that he was likewise so understood by the 


of having 
and subject of the message was 


committee of the House of Representatives to whom that part 
referred, and the report which they made thereupon should in that event be construed as having 
To this report the first-named committee abstained entirely from making 


relation to such an institution. 
Hlowever, as a necessary and cotemporary exposi- 


allusion of any kind in connexion with the message. 
tion of the views entertained by the popular branch of Congress upon the subject that is treated of in the 
message—be that subject, in truth, a “military academy” or some other system of discipline—it is most 
appropriate to present here a copy of said report. It was made to the House of Representatives by the 
chairman of a committee of seven, on March 24, 1794, and is as follows:+ “Mr, Cobb, from the committee 
appointed to report whether any and what alterations are, in their opinion, necessary to the act more 
effectually to provide for the national defence, by establishing a uniform militia throughout the United 
States, made the following report: That they are impressed with the importance of a more energetic 
system for the establishment of a uniform militia than what is contemplated by the present existing laws 
of the United States; but in viewing this subject as applied to the Constitution of the United States, 
and the powers therein expressly reserved to the different States, they have their doubts how far Con- 
gress can, consistent therewith, make any important alterations or amendments ‘to the present law; and 
as the right of training the militia is constitutionally reserved to the States, if they can be impressed 
with the importance of exercising this power and directing its operation more especially to the light 
infantry and grenadier companies of each regiment, an efficient force may be thereby created, and 
equal to any that can probably be obtained by any additional law of the United States made under 
the constitutional powers of Congress. Under this view of the subject, and until further experience shall 
be had under the existing law, the committee are of opinion that no amendment is necessary to the act 
for establishing a uniform militia throughout the United States.” 

After this report no further action was had upon the subject by the House of Representatives during 
But in the same session the act of May 9, 1794, (chapter 24,) was passed, 


that session of Congress. 
@ a corps of artillerists and engineers.” It incorporated 


entitled “ An act providing for raising and organizin 
with the corps of artillery, then in the service, by enlistment for the term of three years, seven hundred 
and sixty-four non-commissioned officers, privates, and artificers, to serve as privates and musicians, and 
é It gave to this amalgamated force the 
denomination of the “corps of artillerists and engineers,” it subjected this corps to the same rules and 
articles of war as governed the other troops of the United States. And by the same act it was made “the 
duty of the Secretary of War to provide, at the public expense, under such regulations as shall be directed 
by the President of the United States, the necessary books, instruments, and apparatus for the use and 
benefit of the said corps.” By another section of the same act the President of the United States was 
authorized to “cause such proportions of the said corps to serve in the field, on the frontier, or in the 

The “Committee on 


a “proper proportion of commissioned officers” to command them. 


fortifications of the sea-coast,” as he might deem consistent with the public service. 
Military Affairs” of the first session of the last Congress, in their before-named report, characterize the 
the above-mentioned act as “an authentic exposition of the views of Congress.” The remark is indis- 
putably correct; and it deserves here to be noted, that the act is marked most strongly by the same 
important feature which characterized the plan reported by General Knox in 1790, as already mentioned, 
viz: that of making the corps, thus organized, a constituent part of the military force of the nation, “to 
serve in the field, on the frontier, or in the fortifications of the sea-coast,”~ as the commander-in-chief 
might direct. 

In his annual message to Congress, of December 7, 1796, President Washington recommends the 
establishment of a military academy in direct terms; the plan, however, which he contemplated was not 
disclosed, and consequently the recommendation furnishes no standard by which to judge of the conformity 
of subsequent measures upon this subject with the one he then had in view. In no less strong terms the 
establishment of a national university was recommended by the same message: “ A primary object of such 
a national institution should be,” says the message, “the education of our youth in the science of govern- 
ment. In arepublic, what species of knowledge can be equally important? And what duty more pressing 
on its legislature than to patronize a plan for communicating it to those who are to be the future guardians 
of the liberties of the country ? 

The committee, to whom the part quoted of the above message was referred, and to whom, also, had 
been referred a memorial upon the same subject from the commissioners appointed under the “act for 
establishing the temporary and permanent seat of government of the United States,” reported, on the 21st 
of December, 1796,§ recommending nothing more than that authority be given to proper persons to receive, 
and hold in trust, pecuniary donations towards the establishment of a university in the District of Columbia; 


and, after a full debate, even this recommendation of the committee was disagreed to by the House of 


* American State Papers, vol. v, on Military Affairs, No. 582. 

+ American State Papers, vol. i, on Military Affairs, page 66. 

t The resolution referred to the committee as the basis of this act was as follows : 

‘* Resolved, That an additional corps of artillery, not to exceed cight hundred men, officers included, and also including 
one chicf and four assistant engineers, ought to be raised for garrisoning the fortifications which are or may be erected for the 
defence of the sea-coast.’’—( See Journal of the louse, March 31, 1794.) 

§ The following is a copy of the report : 

‘The committee, to whom was committed the memorial of the commissioners appointed under the ‘act establishing the 
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tepresentatives.”* Upon that part of the message relating to the institution of a military academy, no 
order whatever was taken by the House, and the subject did not even go into the hands of a committee. 
What construction ought to be put upon these facts, by way of arriving at ‘an authentic exposition of 
the views of Congress” at the period under reference upon this subject, the committee making this 
report will not assuine to assert, although it seems hardly to admit of a difference of opinion. 

By an act of April 27, 1798, (chapter 50,) Congress provided “an additional regiment of artillerists 
and engineers,” to “be considered as a part of the military establishment of the United States for the time 
being,” to be governed by the same rules and articles of war “as the other troops, and to be employed by 
the President of the United States,” in detachments, or otherwise, in the field, or in the fortifications upon 
the sea-coast. By the same act “all necessary books, instruments, and apparatus” were to be provided 
for the use and benefit of said regiment. In a letter from the Secretary of War to the chairman of the 
committee of defence, and dated June 28, 1798, after alluding to the before-named acts of May 9, 1794, 
and April 27, 1798, said: “The Secretary, without designing to derogate from the merits of the officers 
appointed to the corps established by the acts cited, feels it his duty to suggest that other and supple- 
mentary means of instruction to the books and instruments to be provided appear to be absolutely indis- 
pensable to enable them to acquire a due degree of knowledge in the objects of their corps. — It is certain 
that the best facultics and inclinations for the arts and sciences cannot be unfolded and applied to useful 
purposes when proper encouragement and assistance have been denied or neglected. The knowledge of 
certain arts and sciences is absolutely necessary to the artillerist and engineer: such are arithmetic, 
ecometry, mechanics, hydraulics, and designing. 

“Jt is therefore submitted whether provision ought not to be made for the employment of three or 
four teachers of the enumerated sciences, to be attached generally to the two corps of artillerists and 
engineers, and obligated to give instructions and lessons at such times and places, and under such 
regulations, as the President may direct. ‘The employment of teachers would give the intended effect to 
the provision of the laws for the appointment of two cadets to each company. It was supposed that 
these cadets would form a nursery from which qualified officers might be drawn to fill vacancies, &e.; 
but it must occur that, without proper masters to teach them the sciences necessary to the engineer and 
artillerist, this nursery can produce no valuable plants.” 

On the 16th of July following, the date of the suggestions just quoted, “An act (chap. 93) to 
augment the army of the United States, and for other purposes,” was passed, in which was incorporated 
the following provision: “That the President of the United States be, and he hereby is, authorized to 
appoint a number, not excceding four, of teachers of the arts and sciences necessary for the instruction of 
the artillerists and engineers.” Such thenceforth was the only mode of scientific instruction provided for 
the army until the act of March 16, 1802. It is, however, due to the listory of the subject to notice a 
communication from the Secretary of War, and submitted to Congress by President Adams on the 14th 
January, 1800. To this communication a supplementary one was also made to the House of Represen- 
tatives on the 13th of February, in the same year, by the Secretary of War, through the chairman of the 
Cominittee of Defence. The President, in communicating the former document, without expressing any 
direct opinion upon it otherwise, characterized it as “containing various matters in which the honor and 
safety of the nation are deeply involved.” 

The plan suggested by the Secretary of War, Mr. MelI[enry, was to organize four schools— The 
Fundamental School,” “The School of Engineers and Artillerists,” “The School of Cavalry and Infantry,” 
and “The School of the Navy.” The first three under one general director, and subordinate directors, 
professors, &c., for each. In the “ Fundamental School” was to be taught a theoretic knowledge of all 
the sciences involved in each of the branches of the art of war. The application or practice of the 
tlieoretic knowledge thus acquired was to be the business of the other respective schools, each being in 
this confined to the branch which its name or title indicates, 

The persons to be thus instructed by government in the several schools are described in the Secre- 
tary’s plan as follows: “those appointed or designed for engineers;” “ those appointed or designed for the 
artillery service;” “those appointed to or destined for the cavalry and infantry;” “those appointed to or 
destined for the naval service.” 

The plan also suggested that “persons who, by previous instruction elsewhere, may have become 
acquainted with some or all of the branches taught in the ‘Fundamental School,’ may, after due examina- 
tion by the directors and professors of that school, be either received there for a short time, or pass imme- 
diately to one or other of the schools of practice, according to the nature and extent of their acquirements 
and intended destination” “Tn addition to these, detachments of officers and non-commissioned officers of 
the army ought to attend one or other of the schools, in rotation, for the purpose of instruction and exer- 
cise, according to the nature of the corps to which they respectively belong.”} 

Such was the plan proposed in 1800; and here again it is to be remarked, as an important character- 
istic of this plan, and the same which has been seen to have marked each preceding plan to which the 
committee have directed their attention, that only those persons who were appointed or destined for the 
public service, and who, in fact, constituted a portion of the actual military or naval force of the country, 
were to be instructed in these proposed schools at the public expense. . 

This appears still more explicitly in the following extract from the Secretary’s plan relating to the 
expenses incident thereto, viz: 

“ Agreeably to the plan of the Military Academy, the directors thereof are to be officers taken from 
the army; consequently no expense will be incurred by such appointments.” “The plan also contem- 
plates that officers of the army, cadets, and non-commissioned officers shall receive instruction in the 
academy, As the rations and ficl which these are entitled to in the army will suffice for them in the 
academy, no additional expense will be required for these objects of maintenance while there.” ‘The 
expenses of servants, and certain incidental charges relative to the police and administration, may be 
defrayed by those who shall be admitted out of their pay and emoluments.” 


temporary and permanent seat of government of the United States,’ and to whom, also, was referred that part of the President's 
speech relating to a national university, report the following resolution : 

‘* Resolved, That it is expedient at present that authority should be given, as prayed for by the said memorial, to proper 
persons to receive, and hold in trust, pecuniary donations in aid of the appropriations already made towards the establish- 
ment of a university in the District of Columbia.”’ 

* ee Journal of the House, December 27, 1796. 

f American State Papers, vol. i, on Military Affairs, pages 128, 129. 

{American State Papers, vol. i, on Military Affairs, pages 124, 142. 








Following out the history of the foregoing proposition, we find it was referred in the House of Repre- 
sentatives to a committee of seven on the 13th of January, 1800. On the 19th of March following a bill 
was reported upon the subject, which was opposed on its first reading, but, upon a vote of the House, 
was admitted to a second reading, and referred to a Committee of the Whole House; wlile in this stage, 
the further consideration of it was postponed on the 28th of April until the first Monday of the December 
following; upon which question the yeas and nays were taken—64 yeas to 23 nays. This vote was 
evidently considered tantamount to a most decided expression of the House against the measure, and the 
consideration of it was not resumed during the continuance of that Congress.* 

On the 30th December, 1801, the House of Representatives adopted, in Cominittee of the Whole 
on the state of the Union, the following resolution: “ 2esolved, That it is expedient to reduce the military 
establishment of the United States.” Upon this resolution the House, on the same day, raised a com- 
inittee to prepare a bill pursuant thereto. On the 11th of January following, (1802, ) said committce 
reported a bill, which was passed on the 16th of (chap. 9) Mareh of the same year, entitled “An act 
fixing the military establishment of the United States.” By this act the corps of artillerists and 
engineers created by the acts of May 9, 1794, and April 27, 1798, already alluded to, was dissolved, and 
anew corps of artillerists and a new corps of engineers, as distinct bodies, were created; the latter to 
“consist of one engineer, with the pay, rank, and emcluments of a major; two assistant engineers, with 
the pay, rank, and emoluments of captains; two other assistant engineers, with the pay, rank, and 
emoluments of first lieutenants; two other assistant engineers, with the rank, pay, and emoluments of 
sccond licutenants; and ten cadets, with the pay of sixteen dollars per month, and two rations per day.” 
The same section of the act (seet. 26) provided for certain contingent promotions in the corps, and “that 
the number of the whole corps shall at no time exceed twenty officers and cadets.” | Section 27 of the 
“that the said corps, when so organized, shall be established at West Point, in the 


same act provide 
and shall constitute a Military Academy; and the engineers, assistant engineers, and 


d 

State of New York 

cadets shall be subject at all times to do duty in such places and on such service as the President of the 

United States shall direct.” By seetion 28, the Seeretary of War, under the regulations of the President, 
was authorized to provide the necessary books, implements, and apparatus for said corps. 

On the 28th of February of the succeeding year, (1803,) by an additional act, (chap. 66,) the Presi- 


+ 


dent was “authorized to appoint one teacher of the French language and one teacher of drawing, to be 
attached to the corps of engineers; also, “one artilicer, and eighteen men to aid in making practical 
experiments, and for other purposes.” 

The preeeding provisions, which are all that Congress made upon the subject prior to the last cited 
act and for several years thereafter, exhibit with accuracy the original character wnd extent of design of 
the Military Academy at West Point, as also the entire history of its conception and growth, so far as 
the records of Congress and actual legislation can tilustrate it. 

And here it is deemed proper to remark briefly upon some of the indisputable characteristics of the 


institution, viewing it only in the shape which was given to it by the founders of it and by the original 


1 


provisions of law creating it, as already traced. 

With no justice can it be said that © the corps of engineers,” on being organized under the act of 
March 16, 1802, as a corps distinct from the corps of artillerists, and with the exclusive appellation of 
the “ Military Academy,” differed in any substantial quality from “the corps of artillerists and engineers ” 
which had existed previously under the acts of May 9, 1794, and July 16, 1798; certainly no new  prin- 
ciple of government or legislation was invelved in this new organization of the “corps of engincers,” 
with the addition of the term “ Military Academy” to its name. It amounted only to a slight modification 
of the same constitutional means which had previously been resorted to for the accomplishment of the 
same end. A brief comparison of the two Institutions will demonstrate this most fully: 

1. The “corps of artillerists and engineers” of 1794 and 1798 was created a constituent part of the 
military force of the United States. This appears from: enactments already cited, but besides these the 
act of March 8, 1795, (chap: 109,) entitled “ An act for continuing and regulating the military establish- 
ment of the United States, and for repealing sundry acts heretofore passed on that subject,” expressly 
declares the same fact, as follows: “That the present military establishment of the United States, com- 
posed of a corps of artillerists and e hereby, continued.” 

The “corps of engineers” of 1802, denominated the “ Military Academy,” was, in this respect, of the 
same character, The act by which it was instituted is entitled “An act fixing the military peace estab- 
lishment of the United States.” 

2. The President of the United States was authorized to cause the former corps, in whole or in part, 
“to serve in the field, on the frontier, or in the fortifications on the sea-coast,” as he might deem consistent 
with the public service. The latter corps, though stationed at West Point, were, in like manner, made 
“subject, at all times, to do duty in such places and on such service as the President of the United States 
should direct. 

3. Provision was made, as already quoted in nearly the same words, for the supply of each corps 
with the necessary iy Oks, instruments, and apparatus at the public expense. 

4. In retation to each corps, an amendatory act was passed providing a specific number of teachers 
for each, and in nearly the same lanzuae, 

5. The former corps were to be governed by the same rules and articles of war “as the other troops 
of the United States,” and it is believed that the latter corps were alike subject to the same rules and 
articles.+ 

6, The former corps was limited in) number to 992, exclusively of the commissioned officers; the 
latter corps was “at no time to exceed twenty officers and cadets.” . 

Thus “the corps of engineers and artillerists” is seen to have been organized upon substantially 
the saine principles, charged with the same duties, subject to the same direction and @overnment, and 
invested with all of the same means and privileges of scientific Improvement as was the subsequent 
“corps of engineers,” denominated also the ‘“ Military Academy.” The two corps, as engineers, differed 
but partially in name, and absolutely in nothing except the number of their members. 


‘ineers, &e., be, and the same is 


‘ 


* The Committee on Military Affairs of the first session of the last Congress are in error when they say the subject was 
revived at the next meeting of Congress. : : 

} Extract from the report of the Hon. J. C. Calhoun, Secretary of War, dated February 4, 1819, in reply to a resolution of 
the Senate of January 25, 1819. ‘* The cadets are under the goverment of the rules and articles of war, so far as they are 
applicable.’"—(See also American State Papers, vol. 1i, on Military Affairs, No. 188.) 
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The foreguing parallel demonstrates, moreover, that in the original establishment of the “ Military 


Acadeny” at West Point nothing was intended or accomplished beyond a dissolution of the previously 
existing connexion*® or identity between the artillerist and engineers of the army, and the organization 
of them into distinct bodies, without assigning any additional privileges or liabilities to either. 

It is also to be remarked that, at this period, the academy, being constituted of the active and 
practical engineer corps exclusively, neither embraced, nor was intended to embrace, any persons whom- 
soever except those who were of the army, and who belonged to the army, and who constituted a portion 
of the regular military force of the United States, and were liable “at all times to do duty at such places 
and on such service as the President of the United States mieht direct.” And, in the preservation of 
this important feature, the institution is seen to have been kept within the same limits and based upon 
the sume fundamental principle which characterized the early plan of military instruction proposed by 
General Knox, while Secretary of War, and the still later plan proposed by Mr. McHenry, while Secretary 
of War, each of which plans has been heretofore the subject of remark in this report, and served as the 
basis of the before-mentionced suggestions of both President Washington and President Adams. 

It is recommended that this common characteristic of said plans and of the academy be borne 
constantly in mind, that the point where it was subsequently merged and lost to the academy may be 
fully understood, and the transformation of the institution, which was thercby effected, may be justly 
appreciated, oa Pee ae 

Havine ascertained how the academy originated, and what its incipient aud original character was, 
we are brought to the consideration of the second branch of our subject. 


OF the changes which the character of the institution has undergone by legislation and practice, 


In proseenting this branch of the examination, it is believed to be due to the subject, and to a just 
understanding of it by the House, to correct a singular error contained in the betore-named report of the 
Committee on Military Affairs made at the first session of the last Cougress. On page 6 of that report 
the document which comes next in order to be noticed in this report is adverted to, viz: a@ message from 
President Jefferson to Congress, dated March 18, 1808. The message says: “The scale on which the 
Military Academy at West Point was originally established is become too limited to farnish the number 
of well-instructed subjects in the different branches of artillery and engineering which the public service 
calls for. The want of such characters is aiready sensibly felt, and will be increased with the enlarge- 
ment of our plans of military preparation. The chief engineer having been instructed to consider the 
subject, and to propose an augmentation which might render the establishment commensurate with the 
present circumstances of our country, has made the report which I now transmit for the consideration of 
Congress.” 

Upon this message said report of the Committee on Military Affairs thus remarks: 


r 


“This message was referred to Messrs. Nicholas, of Virginia; Troup, of Georgia; Desha, of Kentucky; 


Upham, of Massachusetts, and Milner, of Pennsylvania. The names of some of these gentlemen are 
identified with republican principles, and they will not be suspected of having lost sight of or disregarded 
the strict requirements of the Constitution. This committee reported a bill on the 12th of April, which 
added one hundred and fifty-six members to the corps of cadets, and which passed in the House by a vote 
of 95 to 16.” 

The foregoing paragraph is entirely erroneous in the impression which it imparts to the reader. The 
message was referred to the gentlemen named, but they neither reported the bill mentioned, nor made any 
other report whatever, at any time, upon the message of the President. 

The bill mentioned as having passed by a vote of 95 to 16 originated in the Senate, and not in the 
House, and it never had the remotest connexion with or aflinity to the messagef of the President, and 
was not referred to the committee upon that message, but to a different committee. Moreover, it will be 
found, upon examination, to contain not a single allusion to, or provision in favor of, the Military 
Academy at West Point; nor did it contemplate the addition of a single cadet to the corps of engineers, 
(which still constituted the academy, ) according to the impression conveyed by the report of the Committee 
on Military Affairs. It added one hundred and fifty-six cadets to the ariny, but these were distributed 
among different corps, viz: Twenty cadets to the light artillery; one hundred to the infantry; sixteen to 
the cavalry; and twenty to the riflemen. The title of the act making this addition to the army is “An 
act to raise, for a limited time, an additional military force,” and was approved on the 12th of April, 1808, 
(chap. 43.) In a report from the Engineer department, communicated to the chairman of the Military 
Committee of the House on the 2d of April, 1822,7 in relation to this addition of cadets to the army, it is 
said, “very few, if any, of the cadets thus authorized were appointed.” Nor was it until the act of April 
29, 1812, (chap. 72,) entitled “An act making farther provision for the corps of engineers,” (four years 


after the above cited act,) that the act of April 12, 1808 was made to affect, in any way, the corps of 


* How far the following suggestions of Mr. McHenry’s previous report of January 13, 1800, entered into this measure, or 
was the basis of it, does not appear of record. His report says: ‘* It is conceived that the entire union of the officers, artillerists 
and engineers in one corps, as in our present establishment, is not advisable. The art of fortification and the service of artillery, 
though touching each other in many pomts, are, in the main, distinct branches, and each so comprehensive that their separation 
is essential to perfection in either. This has been ascertained by long experience. Among the powers of Europe there is not 
one recollected which, at the present day, is not conscious of this truth. When any of them have attempted to unite these 
corps, the disadvantages which resulted were soon felt to be so momentous as to | roduce conviction that each required a separate 
organization. Such a union was once 2ttempted in France; according to an ordinance of the 8th December, 1755, the artillery 
and engineer corps of that nation, which had been separate, were combined into one. ‘The experiment was, however, of short 
duration. In 1758 the engineer corps was disjoined from the corps of artillery, and called, as before, the corps of engineers, 
since which time these corps have re nained separate.’’—(See Ameiican State Papers, vol i, on Military Affairs, p. 135.) 

+ This message was referred in the Senate on the day of its date On the 28th of the same month a bill was reported. 
On the 15th of April tne bill was postponed until the tirst Monday of December then next following, and the consideration 
of it was not afterwards resumed. It was in substance as follows: Section 1 provided for an addition of two captains, two 
first lieutenants and two second lieutenants, and four cadets to the engineer corps. Section 2 provided for the enlistment of 
artificers and thirty-one men. Section 3 provided for removing the academy to the city of Washington, and limiting the 
academical staff to one professor of natural and experimental philosophy, one professor of mathematics, and two teachers 
under him, one professor of engineering in all its branches, and, under him, the teacher of drawing and the teacher of French, 
already authorized by the act of February 28, 1803. Section 4 provided for the selection of a public lot for the site of the 
academy in Washington. Section 5 provided for the admission to the academy for instruction of the cadets of the engineer 
corps, and the cadets of the army, and the midshipmen of the navy.—(See original bills on the files of the Senate ) 


tSee American State Papers, vol. ii, on Military Affairs, No. 226, 








6 MILITARY AFFAIRS. | No. 731 











engineers or Military Academy at West Point. The operation of the act of 1808 was altered so as to 


effect an enlargement of the academy by the following provision in the act of 1812, viz: 

“Srermon 3, That the cadets heretofore appointed in the service of the United States, whether 
of artillery, cavalry, riflemen, or infantry, or that may in future be appointed as hereinafter provided, 
shall at no time exceed two hundred and fifty; that they may be attached, at the discretion of the 
President of the United States, as students to the Military Academy, and be subject to the established 
regulations thereof; that they shall be arranged into companies of non-commissioned officers and privates, 
according to the directions of the commandant of engineers, and be officered from the said corps, for the 
purposes of military instruction; that there shall be added to each company of cadets four musicians; 
and the said corps shall be trained and taught all the duties of a private, non-commissioned oflicer, and 


officer, be encamped at least three months of each year, and taught all the duties incident to a regular 


camp; that the candidates for cadets be not under the age of fourteen, nor above the age of twenty-one 
years; that each cadet, previously to his appointment by the President of the United States, shall be well 
versed in reading, writing, and arithmetic, and that he shall sign articles, with the consent of his parent 
or guardian, by which he shall engage to serve five years unless sooner discharged; and all such cadets 
shall be entitled to and receive the pay and emoluments now allowed by law to cadets in the corps of 
engineers.” 

“Sec. 4. That when any cadet shall receive a regular degree from the academical staff, after going 
through all the classes, he shall be considered among the candidates for a commission in any corps, 
according to the duties he may be judged competent to perform; and in case there shall not at the time 
be a vacancy in such corps, he may be attached to it at the discretion of the President of the United 
States, by brevet of the lowest grade, as a supernumerary officer, with the usual pay and emoluments of 
such grade, until a vacancy shall happen: Provided, That there shall not be more than one supernu- 


merary officer to any one company at the same time.” 

The act of 1808 being thus shown not to have been an offspring of President Jefferson’s message of 
March 18, L808, nor of the committee who have been described, in part, “as identified with republican 
principles,” and it being seen, also, that if the origin of that act had been as imputed, the provisions of 
the act had no relation whatever to the Military Academy of 1802, until four years after its passage, and 
then only by the provisions of another act bearing an entirely different title. It may be further remarked, 
as a matter of history, that only two of the gentlemen constituting the comuittee of 1808 were members 
of the tiouse of Representatives when the bill of 1812 was passed; both of whom voted so to amend the 
istrict of Columbia where Congress possessed and exercised 
then, as now, exclusive jurisdiction and lewisiation. Whether they voted in favor or against the final 
passage of the bill does not appear of record. But in further illustration of the design of Congress in 
this act, the fact does appear by the journals of both houses that the title of the bill was amended 
in the House by substituting for the title of “An act to raise an additional military force,” the title of 
“An act to raise for a /Onifed time an additional military force,” and this by a vote of yeas 58 to nays 29; 
and after the proposition to amend it, by inserting after the word “raise” the words “for an unlimited 


time,” had been rejected. 

From what has preceded, it is made manifest that history must exonerate not only the name of 
Jefferson, but those other gentlemen described as “identified with republican principles,” from all partici- 
pation in the enlargement of the Military Academy by the act of 1808, and in a manner which that act 
did not contempiate. Mr. Jeflerson, in particular, will be so exonerated, on a review of the plan. of 
enlargement submitted with and contemplated in his before-named message of March 18, 1808 Such a 


bill as to remove the institution into the 


review will demonstrate the following positions : 

1. He contemplated educating at the public erpense only such persons, whether officers or cadets, as 
belonged and were essential to the actual and active military or naval force of the government; in other 
words, which may be quoted from his message, his only design at the publie expense was so to augment 
the academy as “to furnish the number of well-instructed subjects in the different branches of artillery 
and engineering, which the public service calls for.” “The want of such characters,” says the message, 
“3s already sensibly felt, and will be increased with the enlargement of our plans of military preparation.” 

2. He contemplated an assessment to be made upon all other “youths from any of the States, who 
might wish for such an education, whether designed for the army or navy, or neither, to the value of their 
education,” and to “form a fund for extra or contingent expenses,” of the institution by such an assess- 
ment. “The citizen youth so adopted,” says his plan, “should be required to sign the articles of war for 
the time being.” 

3. He contemplated that, 
naturally become militia officers, and 
uniformity in our militia resulting from a spirit of emulation, which the reputation of having received a 


“as these youths grow up and take their stations in society, they would 
in a few years, in the ordinary course of events, we should see an 


military education would naturally excite.” 

Such was the plan submitted by Mr. Jefferson in 1808; and to every mind that has examined the plan 
of Mr. Secretary Knox, submitted to Congress by President Washington, and that of Mr. Secretary 
McHenry, submitted to Congress by President Adams, and that of the corps of artillerists and engineers, 
which existed prior to the establishment of the academy in 1802, and that upon which the academy was 
originally established in 1802, this important observation must occur, viz: That all of them, including 
Mr. Jefferson’s plan in 1808, were based upon this one and the same proposition of educating no persons 
at the public expense except those who are of the army, who belong to the army, and who constitute a 
portion of the regular military force of the United States, and are essential to the public service. It was 
not until the act of April 29, 1812, before cited, that this great distinctive principle and feature was par- 
tially departed from, Under the operation of the same act, it was eventually lost entirely to the insti- 
tution. In a report from the Secretary of War, dated February 28, 1820,7 this change was alluded to as 
follows: “'The Military Academy has acquired a character and importance which seem not to have been 
contemplated in its original institution. It originated in the act of the 16th March, 1802, which created 
the corps of engineers,” &c. And, again, im the same document, the act by which the change was thus 

“ By an opinion of the Attorney General of the United States (see American State Papers, vol. iii, on Military Affairs, No. 
300, page 223) the augmentation contemplated by this section of the statute is construed to be exclusive of the ten cadets 
authorized by the act of March 16, 1802, thus making the aggregate number of cadets 260. 

7 American State Papers, vol. ii, on Military Afiairs, No 188. 
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wrought in the character of the institution is specifically pointed out as follows: “The institution was 
further enlarged and changed in its character by the act of the 29th of April, 1812.” 

To this change, whatever its character may have been, the name of President Madison has been some- 
times cited as authority, by reference to his annual messages to Congress in 1810 and 1811. In each of 
those messages he recommended the academy to the consideration of Congress. In the former, to use his 
own language, “principally with a view to a more enlarged cultivation and diffusion of the advantages 
of such institutions, by providing professorships for all the necessary branches of military instruction, 
and by the establishment of an additional academy at the seat of government or elsewhere.” In the 
latter message, he adverted to the hostile spirit and acts of the British cabinet “in trampling on rights 
which no independent nation can relinquish,” and the necessity “of putting the United States into an 
armor and an attitude” of war; and in this connexion added, “nor can the occasion fail to remind you of 
the importance of those military seminaries, which in every event will form a valuable and frugal part of 
our military establishment.” It was at the last named session of Congress that the act of 1812 passed. 
It is obvious, however, that the recommendations of the above cited messages contemplated no change 
in the academy, except an extension of it upon the same principles which had previously characterized it, 
viz: that of making it a school of instruction for those exclusively, who actually constituted a portion of 
the military force of the United States, and were essential to the public service. But he approved the 
act in his capacity of President of the United States. How far this secures to the institution, as it now 
exists, the authority of his name will appear distinetly in the examination about to be made into the 
purpose in which it originated, and the operation of it subsequently. 

The impending war with Great Britain gave impulse to both Mr. Madison and Congress upon the sub- 
ject of military instruction. This has already been partially demonstrated, and will be completely, by a 
recurrence to the details of the Executive messages of 1810 and 1811, already cited. The condition of the 
country being such, at that time, as to require a very great numerical extension* of the military power of 
the government, as well officers as privates, corresponding provision for the instruction of these in the 
art of war was justly regarded of like necessity to the security and defence of the nation. The Military 
Academy was, for this purpose, extended, as has already been explained, and in a measure to correspond 
with the demand for an extension of the army and militia. The particular changes in the character of the 
academy, which were immediately effected in this extension, consisted of— 

1. The provision for educating persons who constitute no part of the effective military force of the 
government. 

2. The provision for educating such persons gratuitously at the public expense. 

3. The provision for thus educating such persons independent of all obligation on their part to con- 
tinue in the public service beyond the period of completing their education. 

This last position is substantially correct, notwithstanding the enlistment of the cadets was fixed at 
five years, and the term of their studies at four years; and so all subsequent experience has demonstrated. 

The operation of the act could not immediately deveiop another change in the character of the insti- 
tution which has since resulted from it, viz: An augmentation of the number of persons instructed beyond 
the wants of the public service. 

To this latter feature the institution is indebted to the continuance of the act beyond the existence of 
that peculiar condition of the nation and the nation’s wants, which gave rise to the act, rather than to any 
original design of the act. When the war of 1812 was terminated, the occasion for the army and militia, 
upon their extended scale, was at an end; and so was that of the academy upon its extended scale. The 
former were accordingly reduced, but no corresponding reduction took place, nor has it since been made, 
in the latter. The extension of the academy, under the operation of the act of 1812, may, therefore, be 
said to have survived both the original occasion and original design of it. Taking this view of it, neither 
Mr. Madison’s authority nor that of the Congress of 1812, can be fairly made responsible for this last great 
change in the constitution of the academy. Ilad the army of the United States been continued down to 
this day in the aggregate number to which it was extended at the commencement of the war of 1812, viz: 
58,204, by the Congress of that period and by Mr. Madison, would the authority of either be fairly adduced 
in justification thereof? or could either be justly made responsible for the principle or policy involved by 
such a course? Every candid mind must answer in the negative. And, as the same reasoning holds 
good in relation to the continuance of the academy upon its extended scale, the same negative answer 
must be entertained as to the accountability of Mr. Madison, or the Congress of 1812, upon that subject. 

From the minute historical view which has been taken in the preceding pages, it must be apparent to 
all that the institution at West Point is not in principle, nor in practice, what it was under Washington, 
under the elder Adams, and under Jetierson, nor what it was only designed to be under Mr. Madison. 
What it now is it has attained to independent of the authority of their illustrious names, if not against 
their authority. 

Whether it is what it ought to be remains now to be considered. 


PART III. 
Of the objections to the present constitution and operations of the Military Academy. . 


The three distinctive features of the change in the character of the academy, effected immediately by 
the act of April 29, 1812, as already delineated, viz: 

Ist. The provision for educating persons at the academy who constitute no part of the effective 
military force of the government. 

2d. The provision for educating such persons gratuitouslyt at the public expense; and, 

3d. The provision for thus educating such persons, independent of all obligation on their part to con- 


* The aggregate of the peace establishment, before the war of 1812, was 9,996 of commissioned, warrant, non-commissioned 
officers, and privates.—(American State Papers, vol. i, on Military Affairs, p. 785.) The total authorized force in 1813, after the 
declaration of war, was 58,254.—(Ibid., p. 455.) October 17, 1814, the military establishment amounted to 62,448.—(Idem, p. 
514.) By the act of March 3, 1815, (chap 231,) passed at the termination of the war, the peace establishment was limited to 
10,000 men, The total strength of the army January, 1819, 7,676.—(Idem, p. 815.) 


t This provision is utterly dissimilar to that of the Royal Military Academy at Sandhurst, England.—(See part iv of this re- 
port for a synopsis of the terms of admission into that institution. ) 
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tinue in the public service beyond their period of completing their education, form very grave objections 
to the present constitution of the academy, objections which are founded in the principles of the federal Con- 
stitution, as well as a regard for a just economy in the national expenditures. Even upon the supposition 
that the number of persons thus educated only corresponds, annually, with the necessary additions to the 
public service, the constitutional power of Congress thus to educate, without either a current recompense 
to the government or the obligation for their future service, or to abide the wants of the government, is 
certainly of a very doubtful character, if the exercise of it falls in any degree short of positive assump- 
tion. 

If those who do not constitute any part of the effective military force of the nation, actually in the 
public service, may rightfully be educated at the public expense, upon the alleged possibility of a con- 
tingency that may render their services necessary and useful to the government in its military operations, 
and of a contingency that may also be of a character to induce them to enter the service of the government 
as needed, it is difficult to discover why others may not be educated in like manner, at the public expense, 
with special reference to a possible contingency that may render (heir services, also, necessary and useful to 
the goverument, in its civiloperations, and to such a contingency, also, as may induce them to enter the civil 
departments of government service as needed. In other words, if schools may be established by Congress 
to educate men for the army, at the public expense, and without their yielding any current recompense to 
the government, or binding themselves to its future service, in consideration thereof, may they not, by 
aw most obvious parity of reasoning, be established to educate them upon the like easy terms, for diploma- 
tists, or for heads of departments, or for clerks and accountants? These are all necessary and constitu- 
tional officers of government. For cliaplains, also, involving directly the science of theology and sectarian 
religion? If such schools are constitutionally instituted in relation to any one class of persons beyond 
those in the immediate service and wants of the government, where will this exercise of power and gov- 
ernment patronage stop? It may be asked, where need it stop in its extension to other classes of our 
citizens % Is not the national government absolute in its guardianship of the Hterature, science, and of 
every study that can enter into the education of our citizens, for either military, civil, or religious employ- 
ment in life? In this view, would there be any exercise of power remaining to, or obligation resting upon, 
the State governments in relation to these matters, which seem to be peculiarly and exclusively incident 
to the guardianship of the State governments? Or can it be said that this guardianship is to be exer- 
cised concurrently by the federal government and the State governments? The committee cannot think 
that such a position as this last will be seriously advanced by any one. And vet, if it be not, the duty of 
fostering literature and instituting seminaries of learning must devolve exclusively upon the federal gov - 
ernment, or exclusively upon the State governments. [fit devolves upon the latter, as it does clearly in 
the opinion of the committee, then it is obvious that the national government can only rely for its contin- 
gent resources of this character upon the efficiency and disposition of the State governments to supply 
them, and as well in regard to its military as its civil functions, and in the manner it is compelled to do in 


i, = 


relation to many supplies demanded and necessary in both its military and civil administrations. Nor, in 
the former case of dependence more than in the latter, cases that arise from the constitutional reservation 
of powers to the States respectively, will an omission of the State governments to adopt the requisite and 
prudential measures for furnishing such supplies to the federal government, endow the federal government, 
even in case of acontingency rendering them necessary, with constitutional power to relieve itself against 
the consequences of such omission, however disastrous these might threaten to become. An omission of 
the State governments to exercise ay power or to discharge any duty devolving upon and belonging to 
them cannot add, in any degree, to the constitutional power or duty of the national government, no more 
than the exercise of usurped power by the former in any case can diminish that-of the latter. In the case 
of such omission by the former, and particularly relative to the subject of education, it is easy to imagine 
that the national government may be unfortunately destitute of the resources best adapted to its purpose. 
But the misfortune, when it shall occur in this manner, will fall upon the same people who suffer the default 
in the State governments, making it thereby their interest to remedy it at once, by putting forth their 
energies through the latter government. Herein lies the safety as well as wisdom of assigning to the 
national government specific functions, and of reserving others to the State governments exclusively, 
Without assuming to make either the national or the State governments absolutely independent of the 
other. This constitutional partition of powers should be studiously preserved, as being both wise and safe; 
and every attempt to justify an excessive exercise of power by the one government under the pretence of 
an omission by the other to perform its appropriate business, ought to be promptly resisted, however laud- 
able the motive or desirable the design of it may be in fact. 

The power and duty of instituting seminaries of learning, and of devising other means for the general 
improvement of the citizens for any particular and every purpose, being thas reserved to the State govern- 
ments exclusively, the national government cannot rightfully enter into any attempt of the kind; certainly 
not to embrace any persons except those actually in the public service and actually subject to the com- 
mands of government, and upon whom necessarily rests, for the time being, the execution of certain public 
duties. In this position there is no denial of power to the national government to instruct, in all things 
essential to a proper discharge of their official duties, all persons actually in the employ and administra- 
tion of the government; although it may, at the same time, be suggested as a mark of bad policy and bad 
economy in any government to have in its employ, for officers, individuals who have yet to learn the theo- 
retical and fundamental principles of their duties Thus it is clear that constitutional principles, principles 
of sound policy, and principles of fiscal economy, are all opposed to these features of the institution at West 
Point now under review. Policy and economy alike require that the instruction imparted at the public 
expense should be imparted to those persous who are actually in the public service, or bound to render 
the public a fair equivalent. The same principles, with still greater emphasis, demand that instruction 
thus furnished should be limited to the mumber of persons actually needed by the public service, if not to 
those who are actually in it, or are bound to yield a fair equivalent. This last consideration brings us to 
a fourth feature in the present constitution of the academy at West Point, which also forms a powerful 
objection to it, viz: 

4th. The provision made for educating persons at the public expense, in numbers far exceeding and 
disproportioned to the wants of the public service. 

This feature, it will be recollected, was not originally in the institution, nor the immediate offspring 
of the act of April 29, 1812; but it is the result of continuing the expansive provisions of that act beyond 
the continuance of the occasion and design which wave rise to it. 

In a report of the Secretary of War to the House of Representatives. dated January 28, 1831, it ts 
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said: “By an estimate of the last five years, it appears that the supply of the army from the corps of 
eraduated cadets has averaged about 22 annually, while those who graduate are about 40, making, in 
euch year, an excess of 18. The number received annually into the academy averages 100, of which only 
the number stated, to wit, 40, pass through the prescribed course of education at school, and become super- 
numerary lieutenants in the army. Thus it is perceivable that but two-fifths of the young gentlemen who 
in each year are admitted to the academy succeed in passing through the regular course of studies or 
obtain admittance into the army.” 

This proportion of graduates from the number admitted annually is considerably less than was 
estimated by the Engineer department as early as 1822. It was then said “the average number of cadets 
to be admitted hereafter may be estimated at 75 per annum, of whom about 20 will be rejected at the first 
semi-annual examination ensuing their admission on trial, and 15 others will resign or be otherwise sepa- 
rated from the academy prior to the graduating of the class, so that the number of cadets who will be 
eraduated cach year may be estimated at 40. Hence the proportion of graduates to the whole number of 
cadets admitted upon trial may be estimated hereafter as 8 to 15, or as 1 to 12. These results are derived 
from calculations made by the superintendent, and are founded upon the most certain data which can be 
obtained under the present operation of the system of education at West Point, and may be relied on as 
substantially correct.* 

The committee are not aware of the cause which has thus diminished the success of the institution 
with its students Since 1822, unless it is to be fonnd in the supineness and indifference which are apt to 
characterize the functions of those who are the recipients of extravagant bounties or gratuitous support 
from the government. It has been well said by an intelligent writer on government that ‘“ whatever each 
man does for himself is done well; whatever his neighbor or his country undertakes to do for him is done 
ill. It is wisdom to incite men to act for themselves, not to retain them in a state of perpetual pupilage.” 

Assuming the average number of cadets who enter the academy to be 100 annually, and the average 
number of graduates to be 40, and the average number of vacancies in the army to be 22, demonstrating 
thereby that only two-fifths of those who enter become graduates, and only a small fraction more than ene 
in five, or one-fifth, enter the public service, and the unfruitfulness of the system of military instruction 
secured to the army, in the present constitution of the academy, scarcely admits of controversy. Still 
more objectionable does it appear in point of sterility, when it is considered that the average number of 
cadets supported by the public treasury at the institution throughout the year is 250, making the annual 
proportion of graduates, as above estimated by the Secretary of War, to the whole number instructed fall 
short of one in si, and the proportion of those actually entering the public service annually to the number 
instructed fall short of one in eleven. Can such operations be characterized as successful? Can an insti- 
tution operating upon a scale so large, and yet accomplishing results so limited, although so much beyond 
the demands of the public service, be regarded as healthy and vigorous in its own constitution ? Can it 
be defended in its present extent as an institution founded in a just and economical regard to the wants 
of the public service 7 

To educate at the public expense any number of persons who constitute no part of the effective 
inilitary force of the government, and who are not bound to yield an equivalent in future services, nor 
otherwise, finds no justification in either of the plans of military instruction submitted by Washington, 
the elder Adams, and Jefferson; and much less does the educating of any number of persons upon any 
conditions whatever, who are not needed and cannot be employed to advantage in the public service, find 
justification or authority in either of these illustrious names, nor in that of Mr. Madison. The act of 
April 29, 1812, as has already been seen, and under which the institution is now operating upon its 
extensive and fruitless scale, did not contemplate originally such results. The title as well as the history 
of that act bears testimony to the designs of its framers to limit the duration of its provisions by the war 
upon which the nation was entering.f The committee are aware that the policy thus questioned and 
repudiated by them, and of course the principle involved therein of educating persons at the public 
expense, according to the plan of instruction pursued at West Point, in numbers greatly exceeding the 
demands of the public service, have been gradually introduced into the administration of the national 
academy. 

But it must be conceded on all sides that they were never broached for the acceptance and support 
of the people of this country during the administration of either Washington, the elder Adams, Jefferson, 
or Madison, by any person participating in the responsibilities of either of those administrations, nor in 
any subsequent administration, until the institution at West Point was found to be in the way of providing for 
the education of a much larger number of cadets than the public service called for. 

The following extract from a report of the Secretary of War, dated January 15, 1819,{ may probably 
with justice claim to have first formally announced this new theory, viz: 

“The question [of an additional academy] ought not to be determined by a reference simply to the 
wants of our military peace establishment, which, from our geographical position and the policy of our 
government, will always bear a small proportion to the population of the country and to our military 
establishment in time of war. So far from graduating the number and extent of our military academies 
by the want of the armyein time of peace, the opposite principle would probably be more correet, that, 
in proportion as our regular military establishment is small, the government ought to be careful to dis- 
seminate, by educatiol, a knowledge of the art of war. The cadets who cannot be provided for in the 
army will return to private life, but, in the event of war, the knowledge will not be lost to the country.” 

It is most certain that such doctrine did not enter at all into the original establishment of the 
academy at West Point, for it was virtually repudiated then by the studious manner in which the plans 
of all its founders and original advocates limited its provisions to the actual demands of the military 
establishment of the government; and the plan submitted by Jefferson in 1808 required all supernume- 
raries who might elect a military education to pay to the government an assessment of the value thereof.§ 
However successful the advocates of this new doctrine may have been with it in the continuance until the 

*See American State Papers, vol. ii, on Military Affairs, No. 226. 

} See ante, page 11. ; 

{ See American State Papers, vol. i, on Military Affairs, No. 173. By the same document it appears that the number of 
eae “ the army from the Ist of August, 1816, to the Ist of May, 1818, was 148, or 84 per annum. ee : 
ut,’ continues the report, ** as it is probable that the causes which have operated to produce so many vacancies in this 
time have been accidental, and consequent on the charge from active service to the inactivities of a peace establishment, there 
wig it is believed, in future be so many, and that the cadets who will annually terminate their studies at West Point will 

equal, or nearly so, to the annual average vacancies.” 
$ See ante, page 12. 
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present time of the academy at West Point, it cannot be believed that any new institution could obtain 
the sanction of cither Congress or the American people, if proposed mainly with a view of forelaying 
possible contingencies in a similar manner, and if based upon a seale so unproductive, and yet so exceeding 
the actual demands of the public service. But if such be not a sound principle and correct policy upon 
which to start an institution de novo, how can they be so regarded for the continuance of an institution 
which otherwise must be subjected to modification and redaction ? 

It may not be unprofitable to examine yet more in detail the operations of the institution, with a 
view of illustrating at the same time the unproductiveness of it in graduates, considering the means which 
it absorbs and the disproportion of its products nevertheless to the demands of the public service. 

By table E in the appendix to this report, based upon the details of documents A* and B, also in the 
appendix, it appears that, from 1802 to 1815, inclusive, the number of students admitted to the academy 
was 418. The number that graduated during the same period was only 157 or 159 by document B. Thus is 
demonstrated that less than 2 in 5 of those who entered graduated, or that the average number admitted 
annually at the public expense was 29 and a fraction, while the average annual number of graduates for 
the public service was but 11 and a fraction. 

By the same data, it further appears that of the number who thus graduated and survived four years 
next succeeding the period of their graduating respectively, (there being 141,) more than 1 in 4, and 
more than double the number that died, viz: 39, resigned, without continuing in the public service for the term 
of four years respectively, after having graduated at the public expense; and more than half of the 39 
resigned before the expiration of two years’ service. By the same table it also appears that of the 159 
graduates prior to the close of 1815 but 96 continued in the public service at the termination of that year, 
being but a fraction over 1 in 5 of those that had entered the academy, and less than 3 in 5 of the num- 
ber who had graduated at the public expense; and not one-third more in number than actually graduated 
at the academy during the same year (1815) and the preceding year alone! In effecting this diminution, 
28 had resigned, 19 died, and 16 had been disbanded and dismissed; demonstrating the average number 
of gesignations to have been annually more numerous by upwards of one-third than the annual average 
number of deaths, and but one-fifth less than the aggregate of all other vacancies combined! 

Such were the numerical products of the institution to the public service during the first thirteen 
years of its operations, and such the aids derived from it to the army of the United States. Following 
out the history of those who graduated prior to the close of the year 1815, and who then remained in the 
public service, the same table E shows that but 31 remained in the army at the end of the year 1834—338 
having resigned, 16 died, and 11 been discharged and dismissed—demonstrating the number of resigna- 
tions to have been within a fraction of one-half of all the survivors, and more than double the number of 
deaths, and within a fraction one-fourth greater than the number of deaths, dismissals, and of the dis- 
banded, combined ! 

By table F in the appendix of this report, also based upon documents A and B, it appears that 1,318 
students have been admitted into the academy since 1815 and prior to the year 1831; that during the 
same period 470 have graduated at the institution, demonstrating that considerably less than 2 in 5 of the 
number that entered have continued in it to graduate; that of the 470, 35 died within four years next 
succeeding the periods of their graduating respectively, leaving 435; and that of this remainder, 76, 
being more than double the number that had died, resigned, or declined the public service, without con- 
tinuing in it the term of four years, after graduating at the public expense. More than half of these 
resigned without so continuing in the public service for the term of two years ! 

By the same documents it appears that of the 470 graduates only 265 continued in the public service 
to the end of the year 1830—62 having died or been dismissed, and 127 having resigned—-demonstrating 
the number of resignations to have been more than double the number of all other vacancies combined; 
and that the number so continuing in service equalled only 1 in 5 of the number who entered the academy 
since 1815, and but a few more than one-half of the number that had graduated at the public expense 
during the same period. 

Reviewing the operations of the academy from its establishment to the close of the year 1830, it will 
be found from the data of the tables E and F that less than 2 in 5 of those who have entered have con- 
tinued to graduate for the public service; and that, within a small fraction, 2 in 5 of all who have 
graduated have resigned the public service; that more than 1 in 5 of all the graduates have resigned 
without continuing in the public service for the term of four years after graduating at the public expense; 
and that of all the vacancies in the army that have occurred among graduates of West Point, from resigna- 
tions, deaths, and dismissals, combined, 2 in 5 have been caused by resignations alone. This dispropor- 
tion of the number of resignations to that of deaths and dismissals conjoined cannot but arrest the 
attention of every mind still more forcibly when it is considered that the period under review has been in 
part a period of war and active service, such as was calculated greatly to multiply the number of the 
two classes of vacancies with which that of the resignations is contrasted. 

The conviction which inevitably follows each view that has been taken of the operations of the insti- 
tution in reference to its productiveness for the public service, is that, as the institution is now consti- 
tuted and conducted, it becomes much more of an object to gain admission mM it and to obtain an 
education and concurrent support in it at the public expense than to enter the public service afterwards, 
there to continue any considerable length of time. The principle upon which alorf® a school thus con- 
ducted at the public expense can be made profitable to the public service—the principle of rendering the 
admission into the school and an education at it secondary in importance to an admission into the army 
and the public service—has been inverted entirely. Admission into the army has obviously become 
secondary to that of admission into the school, and the acquisition of an education at the public expense 
has proved in practice to be the primary inducement of assuming to be a candidate for future public 
service. 

Viewing the operations of the institution with reference to its fiscal expenditures, and contrasting 
these with its numerical productiveness in graduates for the public service, and an equally unfavorable 
result is demonstrated. 

Table E, before mentioned, exhibits the expenditure with which the government has been taxed in 
the education of each graduate for the public service from 1802 to the close of the year 1815; and table 
F extends the same exhibit through the succeeding years to the close of 1830. From these data it appears 





* Documents in the appendix, marked H,I, and K, furnish data that have arisen since the period embraced by the several 
documents referred to in the body of this report. 
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that during the period mentioned the net expense to the government to educate a cadet for the duties and 
station of an officer in the army of the lowest grade known to the service has been in some instances as 
high as $24,360, and in no instance less than $1,432 94, including the expenditures for buildings; and 
without these last charges, as high as $31,520 for a single cadet, and never less than $903; and this 
including only such expenditures as are ascertained to have been actually bestowed. It is known, never- 
theless, that it is now out of the power of the government to ascertain the whole extent * of the actual 
expenditures made during several years upon the institution, because of the mode in which the accounts 
of them were kept, and also from the destruction of documents and vouchers by fire in 1814. The same 
tables show, however, that the government has expended to a certainty $3,268,517 44 in conducting the 
academy since its institution and prior to 1834. This amount apportioned equally among the whole 
number of cadets that had in the mean time graduated at the academy—viz: 784—demonstrates the average 
cost of the education of each to the government to have been $4,169 02, and $4,075 22 for each graduated 
since 1815, and $3,098 05 if nothing but pay, forage, and subsistence be brought into the account. If the 
same sums were apportioned among those graduates who have actually entered the public service, and 
continued in active service, not merely as supernumeraries, the expense of each would be increased to the 
extent of two-fifths of the above sums. It will be recollected that this calculation of the Secretary of 
War, founded in experience, was, in 1831, that only twenty-two of every forty graduates enter the service; 
hence, the expense of each to government is about $6,000. 

In any view which can be taken of such operations and results, it is believed that they cannot but be 
regarded as a most unprofitable and, therefore, wasteful expenditure of the public money. It cannot be 
doubted that every essential branch of theoretic knowledge imparted to students at this institution may 
be acquired at numerous colleges and public seminaries in the country by the same number of individuals 
at less than the fourth part of the cost of it to government at West Point Academy; in other words, 
upwards of fourfold the number of the youths of the country may be educated by government in all the 
essentials of theoretic knowledge to qualify them for the public service at numerous other literary insti- 
tutions of the highest order, of which our country can boast and may justly be proud, that are graduated 
at West Point Academy as now conducted, and without adding one dollar to the expenses of government 
beyond the sums annually appropriated from the treasury for that institution. “A just economy, expending 
where the public service requires, and withholding where it does not, is among the indispensable duties 
of government.” This simple but most invaluable axiom of a popular government like our own, most 
fittingly enjoined upon the consideration of Congress in a late annual message of the Chief Magistrate of 
the nation, seems to demand imperiously a practical application of itself to the operations of the academy 
at West Point. 

Passing from these objectionable features of the institution, another one, of graver aspect indeed, is 
found in its evident want of moral power and influence over the cadets. It is not intended by the com- 
mittee to indicate an opinion in this remark that there has been any striking or censurable deficiency or 
want of vigilance on the part of the officers of the institution, or that an improvement in this particular is 
attainable, but rather to call the attention of the House to the unavoidable tendencies of this system of 
gratuitous instruction, and to the opinion that it is not in the nature of an institution thus organized and 
conducted at the public expense to exert that moral power and those salutary restraints which are essen- 
tial to the ends desired. That individual interest and responsibility on the part of the instructed, and in 
some degree on the part of the instructors also, that are the life-spring of the literary institutions of our 
country which have originated in and are conducted by and are dependent upon private and individual 
enterprise, will ever be wanting to it in all probability, and cannot be supplied by any exertion of legisla- 
tive power. There is discoverable the same laxity and impotency in the theory of educating young men 
at the public expense that are known to attach to every enterprise conducted by the munificence of gov- 
ernments. All experience teaches that at least a twofold amount of means to accomplish any given end 
is necessary in the hands of government that is required in the hands of private individuals; and it is 
believed that the disproportion is upon an average still much greater than here stated. It has been seen 
recently in the pages of this report that, from some combination of causes peculiar to the constitution and 
operations of the academy at West Point, less than two in five of the students who are found qualified to 
enter, and that do enter it, continue in it to graduate; and, furthermore, that the average expenses of the 
government graduates there are more than twofold greater to the government than those of the graduates 
at other institutions of the highest grade in the nation are to themselves; demonstrating in these particulars 
an inherent constitutional inefficiency and weakness in this system of education. 

sy table A, appended to this report, it appears that the average annual number of dismissals from 
the institution during the ten years preceding the close of 1831 has considerably exceeded one in four of 
the whole number that entered during the same period. This fact exhibits the institution in singular 
contrast with every other institution of a similar high grade in the country; in truth, this number, in all 
probability, exceeds the combined delinquencies and dismissals of every other college in the Union. It 
may be said that they are sometimes occasioned by the want of mental capacity in the students to pursue 
the arduous course of studies required of them; but the same cause must exhibit like results in other 
institutions of the highest grade in the country, if it were equal to the production of them at this insti- 
tution; and yet in such other institutions instances of the kind are rarely known. Nor can the physical 
requirements at West Point be regarded with more justice as productive of these results. On the con- 
trary, the physical duties of the cadet may be considered without doubt as productive of health far beyond 
what is derivable from the means and ordinary habits of any other body of students in the country. By the 
rules of the academy camp duty is required of the cadets only twof months in the year, (although the act 
of 1812 requires three months ) and this period is selected at midsummer, when it constitutes a luxury 
rather than a hardship. Other causes therefore must operate to effect the unfavorable and anomalous 

results to which we have adverted. 


*In American State Papers, vol. iv, on Military Affairs, No. 445, page 363, it is said: ‘‘It is proper to remark that prior 
to the act of March 3, 1809, no separate account was kept of the appropriations for the Military Academy; and up to the 
year 1812, inclusive, all the accounts of expenditures of the War Department which had been settled and sent to the treasury 
for revision were destroyed in the year 1814 with the public buildings. It is consequently impossible to furnish all the 
particulars,’’ &c. 

+ Extract from the regulations of the Military Academy: 

_  ‘* 38. During the months of July and August the cadets will be encamped, and the institution will be exclusively military. 
During the remaining ten months of the academic year instruction will be given in ali the courses.’’—(See an act of April 29, 
1812, sec, 3, requiring three months’ camp duty, quoted ante, page 10.) 
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Ina communication of the Seeretary of War to the House of Representatives, dated February 28, 
1828, this singular fact is thus adverted to: “The experience of many successive years has shown that a 
considerable number of those who are appointed, [cadets,] from some cause, either inaptitude or irregular 
conduct, are dismissed.” 

Pursuing this inquiry, the committee have examined the “conduct roll” of the academy from 1826 
to 1834, inclusive, excepting only that of 1832. On this roll “all offences against orders or regulations 
are recorded.” These offences are divided into seven grades, cach of which grades comprises those of 
nearly the same degree of criminality. The degree of criminality of offences of each grade is expressed 
by a number, as follows: Offences of the first grade, by 10; of the second grade, by 8; of the third, by 5; 
of the fourth, by 4; of the fifth, by 38; of the sixth, by 2; of the seventh, by 1. For each year (after the 
first) that a cadet has been a member of the institution his offences are made to count more, by adding to 
the number expressing the degree of criminality of each offence, one-sixth for his second, one-third for his 
third, and one-half for his fourth year. The numbers expressive of the offences of each cadet are added 
up at the end of the year, making a sum total of criminality. The following table, deduced from “ the 
conduct roll” of the years mentioned, exhibits the most conclusive evidence of the moral inefiiciency of 
the institution, though aided by the most rigid regulations, and its inherent weakness against the spirit 
of insubordination to which young men are ever inclined to give indulgence when conscious of their 
irresponsibility or their responsibility only to a power that is a dependent recipient of the public bounty, 


and, consequently, solicitous to husband for itself the friendly feelings “ of all sorts of men;” 


A table deduced from the “conduct roll” of the cadets at the Military Academy, from 1826 to 1834, inclusive, 
excepting the year 1832, showing — 
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rade in the country, conducted 


It cannot be credited that any other institution of a similarly high ¢ 
for success upon its inherent 


by individual enterprise upon individual responsibilities, and dependent 
energies and moral power, has anything in the history of its police that will at all compare with the 
above table of the annual delinquencies and malconduct in the academy at West Point; nor is it to be 
credited that anything short of a gratuitous education, and emoluments superadded, could induce parents 
to commit sons to the charge of an institution in which so much and so frequent irregularity of conduct, 
and such a spirit of insubordination, were known to prevail. It is seen that scarcely one in twenty 
escapes the contamination of the evil associations engendered there. For what period, let it be asked, 
could any college or institution of learning, conducted upon private munificence and by individual interest, 
retain public confidence or the support of our citizens, were so large a proportion of its students found 
deficient annually in their attainments and under the necessity of being turned behind their class, as has 
been the case in the institution at West Point year after year? The answer must be the same on every 


side. Most conclusively is the want of moral power and influence in the institution demoustrated by its 


history and operations. 

Since 1831 a new penalty has been added to the code of the academy regulations, by which a dis- 
missal is incurred by the commission of offences to the amount of 200 in the scale of criminality for one 
year. Although this rule has not been rigidly enforced, it is evident that it has had a most salutary effect. 
Still the “conduct roll” of the institution is a swift witness against this system of education. 

From other evidences of an indisputable character it is also very apparent that the moral influences 
and power of the institution are not equal to the unruly temperament of youth, and to the spirit of arro- 
gance and insubordination* which is engendered and prevails there. In the latter part of the year 1830, 
as appears by the House document No. 167, Ist session of the 20th Congress, the Secretary of War, who 
is bound to exercise a supervision of the institution, felt constrained to censure publicly a portion of the 
school, and characterized them as “regardless of correct deportment and their own interest,” and as 
“insensible to the objects for which they had been placed there.” In 1828 $10,000 of the public money 
was appropriated to purchase a farm and tavern-house in the vicinity of the academy. By a recurrence 
to the reasons inducing this expenditure, they will be found to have originated in and confined to the 


‘* Speaking of the cadets in the junior department of the Military College at Sandhurst, England, M. Dupin, in his Military 
View, says: “ Military discipline is preserved at the college with scrupulous attention, but it does not prevent the youths from 
feeling that they are candidates for the profession of arms of a privileged rank. This is evident from the air of pride which 
is observable in their carriage at an age when bashful timidity or unassuming frankness is the usual characteristic.’’—(Vol ii, 
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acknowledged impotency of the moral influences and government of the academy to compete with the counter- 
influe nees of the tavern.” 

It is believed that such results are attributable almost exclusively to the inevitable and natural 
tendency of a system of education founded on government patronage alone. They cannot arise from 
want of rigid rules for the government of the institution any, more than from a want of ordinary 
vigilance in the officers attached to it. A mere glance at the rules prescribed for the observance of both 
officers and cadets will at once dispel such a suspic ion. The error of these, if any there be, will, it is 
believed, be found rather upon the side of too much rigor than otherwise; for both the frec domt of speech 
and of the press are subjected to a censorship, so far as the rivhts of ‘cadets are concerned, unlike eve ry- 
thing to be found elsewhere in our land. It is, therefore, in the nature of the institution itself, as has 
been already remarked, that its moral weakness and inefficiency are to be found. This characteristic is 
believed to be inseparable from an institution constituted and sustained, as is the academy at West Point, 
exclusively at the public expense, and not at the charge nor upon the responsibility of either the instruc- 
tors or instructed. 

It has been objected to the institution that undue partiality has been practiced in the selection of 
individuals for admission into it. In former years, as the tables A and B, annexed to this report, will 
illustrate, great inequality existed in the apportionment of students among the several States; in fact, 
there was no just rule of apportionment observed or assumed in this respect. But for six or eight years 
past a remedy of this objection has been attempted and practiced upon. In a report of the Secretary of 
War to the House of Re »presentatives, dated Febru: wy 28, 1828, it was admitted that “the populous 
cities have an undue share of the cadets compared with the country.” But an avoidance of this inequality 
was also promised. However, the information of the committee upon the subject ceases with the date 
of the promise, as the tables annexed designate only the States whence the students have been selected. 
But there are instances of the continuance of cadets at the school, after being once admitted, for an undue 
and improper length of time, more indicative of personal favoritism or of a partial influence in the 
administration of the institution than is any other fact with which the committee have met in pursuing 
this investigation. And if, from what has transpired in relation to many cadets subsequent to their 
selection, just inferences can be adduced respecting the motives that may have preponderated previous 
to, or in making the selections, the conviction of every mind would be, that the charge of favoritism has 
not been wholly without foundation In truth, favoritism is a feeling and weakness which will enter, 
more or less, mto the ——— of government patronage everywhere; and this is a consideration 
which should admonish all legislators who seek only the public good to curtail the indulgence of this 
passion, by limiting the bestowment of government preferment and patronage to the smallest number of 
objects practicable. In numerons instances, which an examination into the details of table A, annexed 
to this report, will detect, have cadets been permitted to remain at West Point academy five, six and 
seven years at the public expense, to enable them to graduate. Such instances must have obviously 
operated to exclude, for a like period, other applicants for admission; and yet capacities so dilatory, 
whether from idleness or natural inferiority, would appear to be the least fitted to be the recipients of the 
special indulgences and bounties of government. 

That the sons of the rich have been preferred to those of the poor, in the selection of cadets for the 
institution, is also a charge against the institution which has found a place in the suspicions, if not in 
the convictions, of many honest minds. To what extent, if to any, it is founded in realities the committee 
are unable to say; it is, however, the every day observation of all, that, where the same privilege is offered 
to the competition of the rich and poor indiscriminately, the influence of wealth possesses a most decided 
advantage, and will, in most cases, bear off the prize. When competitors, thus unequally armed with 

power for ulterior good or evil to him who decides between them, appear in the field, the arbiter begins 
to see somewhat of his own interest involved, and to caleulate what decision will elicit the strongest 
support of himself in the making of it. But this is a country of equal rights and privileges, and no 
measure ought to be countenaneced, and no institution sustained at the public expense, if it can, with any 
safety, be dispensed with, that involves tendencies to impair or contravene this great principle of equality, 
by inducing the hope of favor or reward to influence the mind of him who decides upon the rival claims 
of his fellow-citizens. Talent, merit, and industry, here, upon this hallowed soil of freedom, should have 
fair play. Let government refuse to interfere where the chances of its taking sides with their only 
ereat rival, wealth, “ge against them; and though in their native nakedness, and unaided by family 
titles or the pageantry of fashion, they will attain their true elevation, and other qualities will lose none 
that belong to themse en this is both a just anda practicable theory. Reflection and observation will 
convince every man that, ordinarily, the poor lad of industry and merit asks no favors of government, if 
it will but withhold them from others who are disposed ti supersede him. <As a general remark, it is 
equally true, it is the rich and influential in community that are the first to seek, and most aspiring in the 
pursuit of, the partialities of government. Perhaps their inducements in this are stronger from their 
superior prospects of success; and it would be very strange if these known principles of human action have 
not entered largely into the acquisition, by this class of citizens, of the privileges and preferment held out 
by government in the institution at West Point, though the fact be not susceptible of clear and tangible 
proof. A conviction, so naturally deducible from general and acknowledged principles, can hardly require 
much additional proof i in detail to give it currency. And while an institution is so much exposed to it 
as the academy at West Point, it cannot hope to command popular confidence or exert a salutary influ- 


** See debates of the House of Representatives upon the appropriation, reported in the National Intelligencer of February 
20, 1824, and debates in the Senate upou the same, reported in the same paper, under dates of February 28 and March 4, 1824. 

{ Extract from the regulations of che ac ademy : : 

**118 No cadet shall sign any certificate or statement relative to personal altercations between members of the academy 
or army, or to any transactions of a private nature, without the permission of the superinte ndent. 120. Any cadet who, in 
concert with others, shall adopt any measures under pretence of procuring a redress of grievances shall be dismissed the service. 

122. All publications relative to the Military Academy, or to transactions at the Military Academy, are strictly prohibited. 
Any professor, assistant professor, teacher, academic order, or cadct, therefore, who shall be at all concerned in writing or 
publishing any article of such character in any newspaper or pamphlet, or in writing or publishing any handbill, shall be dis- 
missed the service, or otherwise severely punished, 147. The cadets are prohibited from taking any newspaper or other 
periodical publication without special permission of the superintendent; and no such permission shall be given for more than 
one newspaper for each cadet, and - n only on condition of its being paid for in advance.”’ 

} American State Papers, vol. iii, on Military Affairs, No. 374. 
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ence upon the public mind, it is believed that the academy has ceased to do so, and that popular feeling 
is averse to it. Already two great and enlightened States of the Union, through their legislatures, have 
declared themselves opposed to it, as will appear from sheet marked G, in the appendix to this report: 
the one, on the ground that it is “partial in its operations and wholly inconsistent with the spirit and 
genius of our liberal institutions;” the other, on the ground that “it has been wholly perverted from the 
designs of its founders, and that the best interests of the nation require that it should be abolished.” 

Upon general principles of policy this system of educating officers at the public expense is not 

without serious objections arising from its tendencies to create invidious distinctions and jealousies in the 
ranks of the army. ‘These, in turn, are calculated to give rise to the most dangerous embarrassments in 
time of war and conflict with a foreign power. It is scarcely necessary in this connexion to advert to the 
quite too ready inclinations of military men to be jealous towards and the rivals of each other, nor to the 
lengths which they are too apt, in their ardor, to be carried, under the impulses of such passions. It is 
known to all that more than once during the glorious war of the American revolution did this class of 
causes convert the fairest prospects of victory into embarrassments of the most imminent danger. The 
purest patriotism that was ever kindled, or that has ever burned within the breasts of men, was found 
quite too weak, at times, to suppress the strong influences of such emotions, claiming, as they ever did, 
and as their kind ever will, a most intimate and delicate alliance with the personal honor of the contending 
parties. 
It is vain to expect that a// the army officers of the United States, in every emergency, will consist of 
those who have graduated at West Point academy. While it shall be otherwise, as it ever has been, still 
is, and in all probability must ever be, invidious distinctions, pregnant with the most baneful influences, 
and, at particular junctures, productive of all the deplorable consequences which have just been adverted 
to, will obtain and will be maintained in the ranks of the army, among: its officers, affecting the sympa- 
thies of every grade, from the major generals down to the lowest subalterns. The officer educated at 
West Point will cherish, and, at times, carry into his intercourse with coadjutors, a sense of personal 
superiority over another of his own grade, or even of a higher grade than his own, who has entered the 
army through some other avenue and with less imposing pretensions. Such is human nature, as dis- 
played in all the different professions of life, and particularly in the military profession. 
the army of the United States exhibits numerous proofs in strong illustration and confirmation of this 
reasoning, as very slight inquiry will persuade every individual. In view of these admonitions, drawn 
from our past history as a nation, and from contemporaneous evidences, as well as being founded in the 
common sense and observation of mankind, it behooves provident legislators to watch ag unst every insti- 
tution and system that is in any degree calculated to engender in the ranks of the army of the United 
States distinctions, jealousies, and conflicting feelings of the character described. 

Nor is the objection that has been considered founded in exclusive regard for the feelings and natural 
relationship of the officers of the army. In a nation like ours, based, as has been justly remarked by 
the Committee on Military Affairs of a late session of Congress, upon the great principle of amalgamating 
all orders of society, the feelings and prejudices of the soldier are to be in a measure consulted. A nation 
thus constituted cannot be foreed into submissive obedience to a class of military or other officers, 
towards whom all previous observation has excited in the citizen feelings of aversion and disrespect. 
Make it the known condition of filling up the army of the United States at any juncture of danger that 
the citizen soldier’s wishes are not to be consulted in the selection of your officers, and that, so far from 
it, all his wishes and feelings are to be violated by placing over him men whose education, habits, tem- 
perament, and feelings, he has been accustomed to regard with a feverish dislike, and what will be the 
consequences ? Either a failure in filling up the desired ranks, or the earliest discharges of their mus- 
ketry will be to rid themselves of their obnoxious commandants, and to devolve the duty of command 
upon some more congenial comrade. Ask the old soldiers and officers from among the people who have 
served in the battles of our nation, if they have not seen these very results effected beyond all reasonable 
doubts, in cases where such disaffection has been general between privates and their officers; and the 
answer will be in the affirmative. Can it be doubted that when the “bone and muscle” of our country- 
men shall come into the field they will demand for their captains and their generals men who have feclings 
in common with themselves—men who, like themselves, know well the temperament of mankind from 
having mixed with them in all the various pursuits of life? These must and will constitute the chief mate- 
rials for your officers at such a crisis, let what may be done, and let what may be said, in organizing, 

Were the country now in a condition to desire 


At this moment 


sustaining, and displaying military schools and their cadets. 
the presentation of some valorous and commanding spirit, a man, or set of men, endowed with the genius 
and heroic talents of Washington, to guide our forces to battle and to victory, would the experienced and 
practical eye overlook the great multitude of brave, efficient, and energetic men, with which private life 
abounds, and rest its only or principal hopes upon the resources or materials of West Point academy; 
or upon any of the graduates of that institution in consideration only of their past association with it ? 
It is believed that the hopes and confidence of the people would obtain a very different direction at such 
a juncture. On such occasions, he who is made by nature and by inherent worth the master-spirit of his 
kind will stand forth regardless of diplomas, and regardless of the compliments of examining committees, 
as also the tinsels of scholarship, and at a single blast of the war note, infused with his own chivalrous 
spirit, the multitude would seek his standard in preference to that of all others; and Ais would he the arm 
most relied upon to defend the nation’s rights and the nation’s honor; and the ruling motive in the selection 
of their chief would operate in the choice of commandants under him. All history teaches these truths, 
insomuch that they almost entirely cease to partake of prophecy. And hence it is believed to be in vain 
to think of eliciting, in times of profound peace, by any provisions of art, of discipline, or of legislation, 
that talent and those extraordinary traits of character which are destined and best qualified in the hour of 
danger to rush into an ascendency over the minds of men, and with giant powers to control the fortunes 
of a great people. War alone can summon forth such spirits, and they are peculiar to a state of war. 
These considerations and this reasoning result in the conclusion that the graduates at West Point are 
not the men upon whom the command of the army of the United States will probably devolve, or upon 
whom the army itself will suffer to be devolved the command, in case of war. Their artificial qualifica- 
tious will not win the confidence of American soldiers. The feelings and the prejudices which are already 
abroad towards them will stand forth as insuperable obstacles when the yeomanry of the land shall be 
required to take the field. And hence, however the institution may be calculated to make a glittering 
array in time of peace, or to qualify young men for prcfessors in other literary seminaries, for novelists 
and magazine writers, and otherwise for fashionable life, (and for all these purposes its capabilities are 
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conceded to be pre-eminent, if improved,) the support of it is nevertheless but a useless waste of the 
public money, so far as the substantial interests of the nation and people, as a government, are concerned. 

The committee are far from an intention to detract from the proud services which were rendered by 
some of the graduates of the institution during the late war with Great Britain. These have been referred 
to in support of the institution quite frequently. They are acknowledged to be of a character fo reflect 
the highest credit, but not so much upon the institution as upon the men themselves. Were the institu- 
tion to rest its merits upon such evidences, and covet of these brave men the primary honors of their 
valorous achievements, it would still lead to a course of argument which must result more to the prejudice 
than to the advantage of the institution. For when it is considered how “few and far between” were the 
instances during the war; that they, in fact, did not exceed six, or eight at most, from the whole number of 
persons that had graduated, which will yield this recommendation thus claimed for _the institution, its 
utility could hardly be questioned upon more solid or conclusive grounds. The paucity of the numbers* 
of the graduates for which distinction can be claimed, of itself demonstrates how little advantage is to 
be counted upon in time of war from its operations and influence. But apart from this, it cannot be 
doubted that the distinguished men thus pointed at would have been brave, valorous, and distinguished, 
under any circumstances, and even though they had never seen the institution at West Point. 

Other men were equally brave, equally valorous, equally distinguished, and equally successful in the 
same crisis, without having participated previously in either its instruction or discipline. Each was 
qualified to be so by nature, and not by the mere force of circumstances; and one of the truths upon 
which this report is founded is, that such men will be found in every emergency of our country, with or 
without any factitious aids. In fine, as late as in 1819, long subsequent to the war, it was explicitly 
asserted in an official paper, by Brigadier General Bernard and Colonel McRee, of the engineer corps, 
whose combined authority cannot be questioned by military men, that ‘the elementary school at West 
Point has hitherto been very inferior as such, and altogether inadequate to the objects for which it was 
established. If any [cadets] have been so fortunate as to render themselves serviceable either in the 
artillery or engineers, the cause must be sought for in their own industry, and not in the education 
received by them at West Point, which was barely sufficient to excite a desire for military inquiries and 
of military pursuits.”—(See American State Papers, vol. i, on Military Affairs, No. 173, p. 835.) 

The committee will conclude this division of their report with adverting to one other objection that 
appertains to the present constitution and operation of the academy. This is its exclusion as officers from 
the army of the United States, as also from becoming candidates for office in the army, all persons above 
the age of twenty-one years, as well as all persons under that age who do not previously obtain 
admission and graduate at the West Point academy. All above the age of twenty-one years are excluded 
by law from admission into the academy; and as those who graduate there are entitled to precedence in 
filling vacancies in the army, from their being commissioned by brevet as supernuimeraries, when vacancies 
actually exist; and as these are far more numerous than the vacancies that occur annually, the operation 
of the institution has the effect stated, of excluding unqualifiedly all persons above the age of twenty- 
one years from entering, as officers, the army of the United States, however pre-eminent they may be in 
qualifications; and furthermore, it secures both the honors and emoluments of the military service of the 
country to the select number exclusively who graduate at West Point. No inducement whatever is left 
for the acquisition by our citizens of military knowledge at their own expense, however much disposed, 
nor for the institution of military schools; and no competition is allowed those endowed with military 
ardor and genius adapted to the profession of arms, unless they are under the age of twenty-one years, 
and are also numbered among the West Point cadets. 

It is believed that such an operation is more baneful to the army of the United States than all the 
other results of the academy are beneficial; and that, by this monopoly of privileges, much of the best 
talent and many of the most invaluable men for military services to be found in the country are proscribed 
from the pursuit of the country’s highest good, as well as from their own, in the way that best admits of 
the accomplishment of both. It is not until men are past the age of twenty-one years that their 
characters are generally sufliciently formed to determine the pursuit for which they are, by nature and educa- 
tion combined, best adapted. Nor is it until they have passed that period of life that they ordinarily under- 
stand their own characters and bent of mind sufficiently to select, discreetly, the pursuit in which they 
can be of the greatest benefit to themselves, their fellow-citizens, and country. But the principle upon 
which the academy at West Point is founded, in this respect, presupposes education and discipline to be 
everything; and that with suitable care in the direction of these to a given end, a pursuit or profession 
for life may be entered upon at random; and, therefore, that boyhood and youth are equally safe as man- 
hood or maturity of years in making a selection! In principle and in theory this is believed to be 
wrong, and the annual results of thirty years’ practice upon it furnish full demonstration of the error. 

The army of the United States, in all its grades, should be kept open to the fair, manly, and impartial 
competition of all citizens, like every other department of government; and no discouragement, much less 
actual exclusion, of any one denomination, who are able of body, from seeking its honors, ought to be 
countenanced, and certainly not to be reduced to system. Such a policy is adverse to the genius of our 
free institutions, and is suited only to those governments under which distinctions and privileges are 
hereditary, and men are made the creatures of government, and not government the creature of men. It 
is alike the interest and the duty of Americans to repudiate it, and to guard their institutions against 
every similitude of it. 


PART IV. 


Of the modifications which are requisite to adapt the institution at West Point to the present condition and wants 
of the nation. 


From the nature of the objections to the present constitution, operations, and expense to the govern- 
ment of the Military Academy, already delineated in the preceding pages, one of the obvious modifications 
required in the institution to adapt it to the present condition and wants of the nation is, to abolish 
entirely the system of educating cadets in the elementary and theoretic sciences. The numerous, exten- 
sive, and economical facilities that are furnished by colleges and other literary seminaries, now in 
successful operation in nearly every section of the Union, for qualifying the youth of the country in all 

* Only nine officers who were graduated at West Point, of all grades in the service, since the first establishment of the insti- 


tution to July, 1834, have been killed in battle.—(See register of officers and graduates of the academy published in July, 
1834, page 21.) 
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the branches of elementary and theoretic sciences involved in the art of war, and now taught at the 
Military Academy, constitute additional considerations in favor of this modification 

Instead of the instruction which shall be thus discontinued, it is recommended that the same thor moh 
knowledge of the several sciences which it involves, and which are applicable to all arms of the service 
as well as to each particular arm, be prescribed as indispensable qualifications for appointinent to the 
lowest grade of commissioned officers in the army of the United States; lessening at the same time, or 
not, the number of supernumerary officers of this grade now admitted to appointme nts. It is believed 
in the army, however clevated it 


that the standard of scientific qualification for admission to official rank 
may be, being once made known, will be sede by numbers vastly disproportioned to the vacancies that 
shall exist at any crisis; and that the government will never be in want of candidates for appomtinents 
and promotion of character and capacities 1 to reflect honor upon the service. The enterprise and the ambi- 
tion of the young men in this country are equal to the most exalted requirements of the government, and 
‘sand open field of honorable competition to elicit both 

The proposed changes will make room for a provision which has been a great desideratum with 
military men in this country, and most needed to secure perfection in “whatever relates to the discipline, 
conduct, and administration of troops,” viz: the institution of a school of application and practice of those 
» proposed to serve in future as the initiatory qualifications of 


) 
i 


need only reasonable incentive 


elementary and theoretic sciences which ar 
persons commissioned in the army, and for their improvement and perfection in the art of war upon an 
extended and liberal scale, of all who shall, with these qualifications, become officers in the service of the 
United States. 
It might have been state Md, as an additional objection to the academy as now organized and conducted, 
that, with the exce ption of a select few, the cadets do not, in their whole course of exercises, become used 
to practical command to any extent. At the academy they acquire no experience as commandants, and 
receive their knowledge of such duties only theoretically at best. The extent of their actual discipline 
and practice is bounded by the exercises of private soldiers and non-commissioned officers. When, there- 
fore, they go forth from the institution to assume command, they go forth as novices still in their ulterior 
ies, except “ nae and have yet to acquire that finishing tact which can alone 
pee labors and study, and test their usefulness in service, 
f application and practice have been frequently the subjects 
But so far from being necessarily united with a 





and most important dut! 
give value or secure suceess to all t 
The necessity and benefits of a seho “ 
f offici: ul recommendation by l practic pillaner men. 
aca of elementary instruction like the present institution at West Point, in order to give it efficiency 
and success, a total separation of it from such an institution has been specifically recommended by mili- 
tary men of high authority in both theory and practice. General Bern: wd and Colonel MeRee, in 1819, in 
a document already adverted to in this report,* and after reviewing the worth of the academy at West 
Point, say: “ We are of opinion that a school of application is decidedly necessary to the military service 
that, to be rendered efficient, it ought to be separate from all immediate connexion with 
General Thomas S. Jesup, under date of November 5, 1823, in an official document, 
said: “The importance to the army of a school of practice is too obvious to require demonstration. With- 
out ie an establishment uniformity of discipline cannot be expected; nor can the government be sufli- 
ciently acquainted with the character, capacity, and attainments of its officers to be able to employ them 
vith advantage in the event of war. In developing character and talent, a school properly organized 
would have the same advantage in peace which active service would have in war.’} Major General 
Brown, wader date of January 12, 1827,f after adverting to the operations of the academy at West Point, 
said: “It seemed, however, almost in vain that military education should be fostered if it were to termi- 
nate with the course of st studi ‘seat West Point; and a school of practice was anxiously looked to as a 
supplemental institution, i 


in which the theoretic instruction of the academic graduate might be applied 
with good effect to the practical duties and relations of military service.” 


Thus it is seen that while the elementary and theoretic school may, and should, upon every principle 
of constitutional restraint enjoined by the national compact, upon principles of sound policy and national 
economy also, be dispensed with, in a confident reliance upon other organized seminaries not dependent 
upon the public treasury for support to impart all elementary and theoretic instruetion now derived from 
such a school, supported at the public expense, it is seen to be no less expedient to supply the army with 
a school of a different order—a school of application and practice—such as can exist and is needed to exist 
for the purposes of the national government. The modifications of the present justitution at West Point 
which are proposed to be re ‘solved into this result combine ereat simplic ity, a vast annual saving in the 
expenditures of the public money, and increased efficiency and direetness in the improvement of the army 
officers of the United States, besides removing all invidious distinctions among them. They will confine 
the public expenditures in support of the school to those persons exclusively who will, without this, be in 
the pay of the government—to persons who will be actually in the service of government, and who will be 
also rendering it a recompense while in the improvement of themselves; in that the ‘y will constitute for 
the time being a substantial part of the military force of the nation, and be liable “at’all times to do duty 
at such places and on such service as the President of the United States may direct,” precisely as were the 
officers and members of the Military Academy in the days of Jefferson. 

But, as a consideration of still more decisive and important bearing, these modifications will keep 
in the army to the free and honorable competition of all classes of citi- 


of the country; 
way _ institution.” 


wide open all the grades of office 
zens, and encourage a spirit of emulation and improvement in the acquisition of scientific knowledge and 
in the piesa of arms throughout the country, and as well among the privates in the ranks who may 
aspire to promotion as among citizen soldiers in general, The attainment of such a state of feeling, and 
the establishment, or rather restoration to the citizen and soldier, of these equal privileges and prospects 
of honorable employment and promotion in the military service of his country, from all of which he is 
now cut off by the privileged classes graduated at West Point, cannot fail to produce a most salutary 
effect and renovation of spirit in the military institutions of the several States of the Union, as well as 
a most decided improvement among the privates and officers, and in the general administration of the 
army of the United States. 

The whole circle of abstruse sciences involved in the art of war will likewise receive a new impulse 


‘American State Papers, vol i, on Military Affairs, No. 143 
+ dies: No. 357. 
¢ Idem, No. 357. See also the plan submitted to Congress by Mr. McHenry while Secretary of War under President John 


Adams, ante, page Dd: 
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throughout the Union by thus removing the bars which now forbid to all but the West Point graduate 
the practical improvement of them in the broad field furnished by the military operations of the national 
government. ; : . : 

Collegiate education in every State will be of increased value to the American youth by this enlarge- 
ment of the prospects of successful employment in the public service. Actual merit in the pursuit of 
military preferment and renown will acquire by it a new elevation in our republic, and be no longer 
dependent for mastery and station upon political influences and personal favoritism, wealth, and local 
habitations, but upon the certain and unalterable laws of science. 

This, it is confidently asserted, should be the case. It comports with the genius of freedom and 
equal rights which so strongly inarks our institutions, and which has been so eloquently and justly com- 
mended to the guardiauship of every succeeding generation, in both word and deed, by the patriotic 
founders of our government. 

The committee are far from encouraging any studied similitude in the formation of our own institu- 
tions to those of European governments.* They are aware, and proud of the fact, that the people of this 
country are not bound to their government through feelings of mixed admiration and fear, excited by its 
stupendous powers, by imposing extravagancies, by gaudy decorations, and by servile imitatious of the 
corrupting devices of arbitrary governments on another continent. It is the simplicity of their govern- 
ment; the economy of which it is susceptible without impairing its efficiency; the tew powers, in fact, 
which it requires to be exerted for all purposes of protection to its citizens in their pursuit of the bles- 
sings of liberty to themselves and their posterity: these are what distinguish and endear it in the esti- 
mation of our constituents and countrymen, 

It may, however, be remarked that the theory of the school of application and practice contemplated 
by the committee finds in its general features a confirmation in the experience of other governments, 
where the option of theories for schools of this class has been exercised without restraint from any limita- 
tions of constitutional law, and where economy in publie expenditures is graduated only by the latitudi- 
narian axiom that ‘a public debt is a public blessing,” and therefore no considerations of that character 
induced the preference. 

The Royal Military College at Sandhurst, England, which was instituted in 1799, originated in ‘the 
necessity of forming regimental officers, and more particularly those of the staff, with a more perfect 
knowledge of the theory of the art of war.f Officers exclusively were the pupils. In 1801 a royal war- 
rant gave regularity to the attempt which had been made in the two preceding years, By this authority 
a supreme board, composed of the commander-in-chief, the secretary at war, the heads of the principal 
military departments, and several general officers, received a discretionary power to establish, by rules 
and statutes, the government and administration of the college. The tmstitution was divided into twu 
departments, differing in the nature of the studies as well as in the age and rank of the pupils. That 
for officers studying for the staff of the army, which was reserved exclusively for such as had attained to 
manhood, was termed the senior department; the other, for youths previous to their entrance into the 
service, the junior department” In 1808 improvements were instituted in the organization of the col- 
lege. The youths admitted into the junior department, with the title of “ gentlemen cadets,” are of three 
classes: Ist, the sons of officers of all ranks, whether of the land or sea forces, who have died in the 
service, leaving their families in’ pecuniary distress; 2d, the sons of all officers of the army above the 
rank of subalterns actually in the service, and the sons of living naval officers of rank not below that of 
masters and commandant, and the orphan sons of officers who have not left their families in pecuniary 
difficulties; and, 3d, the sons of noblemen and private gentlemen, <All buat the first class pay annual 
stipends to the college for their education; the first are educated gratuitously. Those of the second class 
pay a sum proportioned to the rank of their parents in the service, or at the time of their decease, Those 
of the third class pay a sum equivalent to the expenses of their education, board, and clothing. The 
stipend paid by the second class varies from £30 to £75 per annum for each cadet. The amount paid by 
the third class is £125 for instruction, board and clothing, washing, medical attendance, &e. 

“The object of the senior department,” says Dupin, ‘is to instruct officers already in the service in 
the scientific parts of the art of war, that they may afterwards be enabled to discharge, with the greatest 
possible advantage, the functions of commanding officers of corps, or of situations in the staff of quar- 
termaster and adjutant general, whenever promotion or the circumstances of warfare may summon them 
to such employments.” No oflicer is received into the senior department until he has undergone a pre- 
liminary examination, in a satisfactory manner, relative to his qualifications to enter upon the practical 
exercises which constitute the course of instruction in that department. These exercises embrace, in the 
outline, “the mathematics, fortification, castramentation, military topography, reconnoissance of ground, 
estimation of the military resources of a country, disposition and movement of troops under different cir- 
cumstances of offensive and defensive warfare,” and translation of French and German military works. 
The period of residence of an officer at the college is fixed at one year. 

Thus it is seen that the principle of requiring individuals to educate themselves for admission into 
the English service as officers, and preparatory to entering upon the practical exercises of the senior 
department of the Royal Military College, has always been practiced upon, with the exception of the 
very few instances coming within the description of “sons of officers who have died in the service leav- 
ing their families in pecuniary distress.” The principle is not affected by the provision for educating the 
radets for an equivalent in their preliminary qualifications at an institution conducted by the govern- 
ment. 

The policy of it there is probally founded in—Ist, a purpose to preserve both the forms and spirit of 
a privileged order in the military service; 2d, in the obstacles which debar the attainment, at so small 
cost, of a similar preparatory education at other existing institutions and colleges. Neither of these con- 
siderations obtains weight in this country, but the opposite of both prevails. And hence the opposite 
policy is recommended of dissevering from the control and patronage of the government so much of the 


*In a letter addressed to the inhabitants of the United States on the snbject of an established militia, the veteran 
Baron Steuben, inspector general of the armies of the United States, says: ‘* Upon a review of all the military of Europe, there 
does not appear to be a single form which could be safely adopted by the United States. They are unexceptionably different 
from each other; and, like all other human institutions, seem to have started as much out of accident as design. The local 
situation of the country, the spirit of the government, the character of the nation, and, in many instances, the character of the 
prince, have all had their influence in settling the foundation and discipline of their respective troops, and render it impossible 
that we should take either as a model.’’ 

+ Dupin’s Military View, vol. ii, chap. 2. 


3 e 





VOL. VIT 





“SSC ERTS ST 


BRUT 


E 








18 MILITARY AFFAIRS. [No. 731. 





present system of military education at West Point as corresponds to the junior department of the 
Military College at Sandhurst. 

To earry into effect the views and positions of this report the committee submit herewith a bill, 
which provides: 

Ist. For abolishing the education of cadets at the public expense, 

2d. For the organization at West Point of a military school of application and practice, in which 
the officers of the army of the United States shall be instructed to apply, practically, for military pur- 
poses, the several branches of the elementary and theoretic sciences involved in the art of war, 

3d. For the appointment of a superintendent and assistant instructors of said school, and prescribing 
the outline of their duties 

4th. For the detachment of officers to attend said school, and for their government while there, and 
for the detachment of artillery and infantry, to aid in the practical experiments thereof, as may be neces- 
sary. 
dth. For the salaries of the superintendent and assistant instructors, 
6th. For an annual report to Congress of the proceedings of the school, and other information rela- 
tive to the organization and police of the same. 

ith. For prescribing the qualifications requisite for appointment to office in the army of the United 
States, and for a board of examiners to pass upon the applications and qualifications of candidates for 
appointment in the army. 

8th. For regulating the selection of candidates for appointment as officers in the army from the 
number reported by the board of examiners as qualified, according to law. 

9th. For regulating appointments in the different corps of engineers. 

10th. For the removal of the superintendent and assistant instructors of the school from the offices 
filled by them, respectively, without affecting their rank and command in the army. 

The committee will conclude their report with remarking that the effect of this measure, if adopted 
by Congress, will be to lessen the patronage, simplify the operations, and economize the administration of 
government; to open the honors and emoluments of the military service to the fair and honorable compe- 
tition of all classes of citizens; to encourage an extended cultivation of the sciences involved in the art 
of war, and renovate the military ardor of men in every State of the Union; to make superior merit the 
only standard of preferment—exciting the emulation of youth everywhere in the land; disheartening the 
patriotic ambition of none, and strengthening the attachment of the American people collectively to their 
institutions and laws. In fine, it will opportunely check the tendency of the federal government to 
expand its powers into the disputed regions of constitutional law, in following out the indefinite permis- 
sion “ to raise and support armies.” 

If any individual shall be disposed to distrust the effect of it upon the system of military instruction 
provided for the army, in the spirit of the wife of Theopompus, King of Sparta, when she rebuked his 
establishment of the ephori, a set of magistrates to hold in check the exercise of power by the King him- 
self, on the ground that he would thereby leave the kingship diminished to his sons, let the admonitory 
reply of Theopompus, in tle same spirit of elevated patriotism and political foresight which conceived it, 
be recalled and applied in answer—‘I shall leave it smaller, but I shall leave it more permanent.” 


A BILL for modifying the system of military instruction at West Point, and for other purposes. 


Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States of America in Congress 
assembled, That all acts now in force authorizing the enlistment or appointment of cadets in the Military 
Academy of the United States at West Point, in the State of New York, be, and hereby are, repealed 
from and after the thirtieth day of June next; and all such cadets now in the service or under the 
instruction of the United States shall be disbanded and dismissed from and after the thirtieth day of 
June next. 

Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That the Secretary of War, under the direction of the President of 
the United States, shall, as soon as may be after the thirtieth day of June next, organize a military school 
of application and practice at West Point, for the improvement of the officers of the army of the United 
States in the application and practice, for military purposes, of the several branches of clementary and 
theoretic sciences involved in the art of war; and the Secretary of War shall appoint an officer as 
superintendent of said school, possessing competent theoretical and practical qualifications to command 
on parade; to instruct the officers constituting said school in all the tactics appertaining to every branch 
of military service; to lecture upon the theory and principles thereof, and to illustrate the practical 
application of the science of mathematics, topographical drawing, and engineering to the purposes of 
both offensive and defensive war, including a regular course of practical illustrations of artillery service, 
the uses of mortars, howitzers, and the principles of gunnery generally, together with instructions by 
lectures and practice in military police and other duties of camp and garrison service; all which 
instructions it shall be the duty of said superintendent to impart to said school, aided by such number of 
assistant and subordinate officers, who shall also be instructors of competent qualifications, as the 
Secretary of War shall deem it expedicnt to appoint. 

Sec. 3. And be vt further enacted, That for the purposes of the practical instruction contemplated in 
the second section of this act, the officers of the army of the United States shall repair to West Point in 
rotation, under such regulations and in such numbers as the Secretary of War shall direct, with the 
approbation of the President of the United States, not exceeding at any one time one-third of the company 
of officers in service; and to remain at said school for such time as the Secretary of War shall determine, 
not exceeding one year in three snecessive years. The arrangement, classification, and discipline of said 
officers, while at said school, shall be prescribed with reference to their instruction in the duties of the 
corps from which they have been detailed or for which they are destined, by the superintendent thereof, 
under the direction of the Secretary of War; and in the same manner the Secretary of War shall prescribe 
all necessary rules and regulations for the government of said school, not inconsistent with the rules and 
articles of war. And the President of the United States shall order, from time to time, such detachments 
of artillery and infantry to be stationed at West Point as may be deemed useful for the advancement of 
the practical instruction and illustrations in the art of war contemplated by the provisions of this act, and 
not inconsistent with the general welfare of the army. 








Te 


TT eR, 


+ 








ar ee actT 


+ wee 





1$37.] MILITARY ACADEMY. 19 


Src. 4. And be it further enacted, That the salary of the superintendent of said school shall be, until 
otherwise ordered, two thousand five hundred dollars per annum; and the assistant officers, who shall also 
be instructors of the first grade, shall receive for salary seventeen hundred dollars each per annum; and 
if a second grade of assistant officers, being also instructors, shall be appointed, they shall severally 
receive for salary twelve hundred dollars per annum; which sums shall be in full compensation for all 
their services, respectively, and in lieu of forage, rations, pay for servants, and all incidental expenses. 

Sec. 5. And be it further enacted, That said superintendent shall have charge of said school, and 
of all property belonging to the United States connected therewith and remaining at West Point, and 
shall be holden responsible for the safe-keeping of the same. 

Src. 6. And be it further enacted, That it shall be the duty of the Seeretary of War to report to 
Congress at the next session thereof, and thereafter annually at the commencement of each session of 
Congress, a statement of his proceedings under the provisions of this act, and therewith a copy of all 
rules and regulations prescribed for the organization and government of said school, together with a list 
of the names of the officers and instructors employed therein, the capacity in which each is employed, and 
the salary paid to them respectively, and of the names of the officers detailed for instruction, with a 
designation of the corps to which they belong, respectively, together with such other information relating 
to the institution as he may think proper to communicate. 

Sec 7. And be it further enacted, That the superintendent of said school, together with the assistant 
instructors thereof, shall constitute a board of examiners, whose duty it shall be to examine publicly all 
applicants for appointment to office in the army of the United States, who shall, after the organization of 
said schvol, present themselves therefor at the time and place, in each year, to be designated for that 
purpose by the rules and regulations for the government of said school. And all such applicants as shall, 
upon examination by said board, and in compliance with the rules and regulations aforesaid, be found 
qualified in the several branches of elementary and theoretical knowledge involved in the art of war, to 
enter upon a course of application and practice of the same as taught at said school, shall be so reported, 
arranged according to their degrees of proficiency, to the Secretary of War, who shall, of the number, 
recommend from time to time to the President of the United States for appointment, the number required 
to fill all vacancies existing in the officers of the army of the United States, regard being had in the 
selection to their respective degrees of proficiency and merit. But said appointments shall at no time 
interfere with the existing rules of promotion in the army. 

Sec. 8. And be ut further enacted, That all vacancies that shall hereafter occur in the corps of engineers 
shall be filled, during the pleasure of the Secretary of War, directed by the President of the United States, 
from the officers who shall have passed through the course of exercises and practice taught at the school 
aforesaid, taking for this purpose those who rank highest for proficiency in the sciences appertaining to 
the duties of said corps, and in the order of superior merit. 

Sec. 9. And be ut further enacted, That the superintendent of said school, and each assistant and 
subordinate officer therein, who shall also be an instructor, shall be removed from his office therein at the 
pleasure of the President of the United States; but such removal shall not deprive any such officer and 
instructor of the rank or command to which his commission in the army entitled him at the time of 
entering upon service at the academy. 





APPENDIX. 
A 4, 


House or Representatives, Washington City, December 15, 1834. 


Sir: I am instructed by the select committee of the House of Representatives on the subject of the 
Military Academy at West Point to request the following information of your department, to wit: 

The names of all the cadets that have been received into the Military Academy of the United States 
at West Point from its origin until the present time; the year of their admission, respectively; the State 
or Territory, including the District of Columbia, from which they came, respectively; with a designation 
of those that have been withdrawn from the academy before graduating, and the year of their withdrawal, 
respectively; of those that have been dismissed, and the year of their dismissal, respectively; of those 
that have been graduated, and the year of their graduating, respectively; of those graduates who have 
received commissions in the army of the United States; of those thus commissioned that have subse- 
quently left the army, and the date and cause of their leaving it, respectively; of those thus commissioned 
that still remain in the service of the United States, and their rank and station, respectively. 

I have the honor to be, most respectfully, your obedient servant, 
FRANCIS O. J. SMITH. 

Hon. Lewis Cass, Secretary of War. 





War Department, January 21, 1835. 


Sir: I have had the honor to receive your letter of the 15th ultimo, requesting, on behalf of the select 
committee of the House of Representatives on the Military Academy, to be furnished with the names of 
all the cadets that have been received at that institution from its establishment; and, in reply, to transmit 
herewith statements prepared in the offices of the chief engineer and the adjutant general, which contain 
the information called for. 

Very respectfully, your most obedient servant, 
MAHLON DICKERSON, Acting Secretary of War. 


Hon. F. O. J. Smirn, Chairman Select Committee on Military Academy, House of Representatives. 
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ENGINEER Department, Washington, January 9, 1835. 


Sir: I have the honor herewith to transmit so much of the information called for by the letter of the 
QO. J. Smith, in behalf of the sclect committee of the House of Representatives 
on the subject of the Military Academy at West Point, as can be furnished by this department. 

[ am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 


15th ultimo, of the Hon. F. 


Hou. Lewis Cass, Secretary of War 


C. GRATIOT, Chief Engineer. 


Register exhibiting the names and numbers of all the cadets who have been received into the Military Academy 
of the United States at West Point from its origin until the present time; the year of their admission, 
respectively; the States or Territories, including the District of Columbia, from which they came, respee- 
tively; with a designation of those that have been withdrawn from the academy before graduating, and the 
year of their withdrawal, respectively; of those that have beeen dismissed, and the year of their dismissal, 
respectively; and of those who have graduated, and the year of their graduating, respectively. 





| Names of all the cadets 
that have been received 
No. into the Military Acad- 
emy from its origin to 

the present time. 





1 | Joseph G. Swift.......... 
1 | William Gates..... ee. 
2 | Samuel Gates........ eee. 
3 | Henry B. Jackson.....+.. 
4 | John Lillie ......cceeoee 
5 | Ambrose Porter......+--- 
6 | S. M. Levy..cccccceccees 
7 | W.R. Armistead ........ 
1 John Livingston ......... 
2 Joseph G. Totten ........ 
Rt BE, N. AMC osc s.c0cesece 
2 | John Dovyie ..ccc0cc0cc0e0 
3 | J. F. Heileman......00. 

4 Prentis Williard ......... 
5 | Thomas Bennett......... 
6 William Macomb......... 
7 | S..B. Rathbone ....<scs00 
8 | Fred. Lewis 2.02.2 .cceecs 
9 | William McRee.........- 
1 | Ethan A. Allen..... pases 


2 George Bomford ......+. 
3} John J. Kelly... 2.22. cece. 


4 | Robert Lucas... ..s0000% 
D The We BPONIS 5 200050000 

6 Joseph Proveaux.......+. 
0. 1 Pe OUR BU sno sccsescn 
8 | Charles Gratiot .......00- 
9 | Lewis Lorrimier ......... 
10 | A. Gorrimier....2.00000000 


1 | Satterlee Clark ... ...0-- 
2) Tater Dyer..s scsconses 


3 | W. Partridge ....0s eae 
0:7 BE. SV ONS ssesescwstse» 
5 | Alex. J. Williams ......«. 
6 | Henry J. Williams....... 
+ | BOOS VOUS. ocscs e000 

8 | Alden Partridge.......... 
1 | John Anderson..........- 
PF Ps As MONON ods seen eveses 
3 | Luther Leonard ......... 
ek ae 
5 | Samuel Babcock......... 
6 | Samuel Champion ....... 
7 | James Gibson....... pehen 
8 | Thomas Beall ........... 
DT Mes Res WONG Sabsoceseecs 
1 | Oliver G. Burton......... 
2 | Beman A. Fay ..0.<00 000. 
ie i er 
4 | George P. Peters......... 


! 


| 


Year of their admission. 


| 
| 


States and Territories, | Names of those that 
including the Dist. have withd’wn from 
of Columbia, from the academy before 


which they came. graduating. 


Year of their withdrawal. | 


Names of those who 
have been dismissed 
from the academy. 
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| 


Names of those who 
have graduated at | 
the United States 
Military Academy. 


| Year of their graduation. 
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1803 | Massachusetts .....0.)| 000 PN TT ee ee San et eee ebesiesselaeecee Julius F. Weileman... 1806 
1603 | Connecticut ..o<o000.|seesicece PPT eT ee ee eee spasiebeaseticsees Prentis Williard...... 1806 
$803 | New Sersey...is<ccecslecescess yee Scheu |wbowepbawans acewe wes) easier Thomas Bennett..... 1806 
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1803 [bar eskeseeranse Pred. Ts€Wis <sviewsscc tone as . aes awe ee evcccececocece|s seawe 
SE0S | PVOrN MSAIONND, osc ccnciesessccbanseGuscenlseaeee|sesou ssn cdecereseeeelooseas| WAIMAMMCREE 5.6.5.) 1805 
SRBR DUE bawcesssncesiiuseassescend Se COL Ge seeleeee Ethan A. Allen ......) 1806 
ADS TNGey WOrks cesiksases ocec aches go Sphaebel eeee | eeees Sedans sesescicsesloceses| eOrge BOMiord,.....| 1605 
1608) pet Oss pices. snaneoes John J. Kelly........ 1806 sete ee leneeee Settee cere eeeneees ener sennes 
BEDS TEN MANONIN Coco esnulasut sanebunss- Soodecen see Kn dkeeee- Sasebe was voosse| RODEert Liticas....2...| 1806 
1204 ; Territory of Miss. ....|.... 000 re ee eee ae ee sbkes idaues peekcclovewde Pe. WS OUR: isses% ee», 1806 
1804 | South Carolina......./........ eae Rabe sasees 1 Tuam cece csecese (ococes| JOSEph Proveaux.....| 1806 
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| Names of all the cadets | 
| that have been received | 
into the Military Acad- | 
emy from its origin to | 


the present time. | 
| 


No. | 


Altheus Roberts .... +000. 
6 M. Huntington ....+++.+- 
7 | Osmond Marsh ...eeeeees 
gS. Thayer .....seeeeee eee 
9 | R. E. De Russey ..... sisiais 

10 | Samuel Noah.....eeeeees 

| J. R. Alexander......06-- 

12 | George W. Hyht..... 00s 

13) C. Juderwinck ......66+ 

14 | James Smith ....seeeeeee 

15 | Asa Aikins ....... Reales 

16 | Erastus Roberts.........- 
1 | Leonidas Buck .... eee. 
2 James D. Cobb..... eevee 
3 | Samuel H. Holly........- 

4 | Augustus Conant ........ 

5 | Gus. Loomis. 2.56 00000008 

6 | Ezra Smith.... ee... eee 
7 | John BlisS..cecceesvevves 
8 | Henry A. Hobart......... 
9 | Augustus Magee ......... 
10 George Templeman ...... 
11 | James Dallaly ....... yee 
12 | Adam Larrabee.......0. 

A gt A | 

14 | Abraham Sands.......... 

15 | Joseph A. Wilcox........ 

16 | John S. Brush 2... cece. 

Vg | AS 

16 | SO) COURS ccc oseses 

19 | Milton Haxton.... 

20 | Thomas Ketchum.,....... 


eeereee 


21 | George Morley.......ece. 
92 | N. W. Osgood ....... aan’ 
OB. Se COBUOIM ee ccccswneces 
94 | George Ronan ....... «.. 
95 | C. Vanderventer.....ese- 
26 | Armstrong Irvin ...... eee 
27 | Benjamin Fields ......... 
OB | Jobe J. Abert isos iccc cscs 
29 Thomas B. Randolph 

SO | PEWICK BVING .60:65-c0c0ce 
31 | Charles Blanchard ....... 
Be Dy DAVIES iis eke vee onl 
33 | James F. Griswold........ 
St) AMSHttiHaNccas.asisc cece 
35 | L. Kingsbury .... 2.2.06! 
36 | John A. Lillington ....... 
a7 | George W... PIKE s.sssee 
SO | SOC BION esse csi cesens 
39 | Henry Walcott .......... 
40 | H. C. White.... 
William Cutbush ........! 


eeeseeeee 


a 
rary 


Saul Neuinan...... 


os 
~w 


ee eens 


Alexander Fanning ......! 
B We TOBE ss. csssccecat 


Ce Serr 
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H. Burchstead ....... Saco} 
M. V. Bousaubin ........! 
er | 
John A. Chandler........ | 
Joel Johnston... .... 0604! 
W. C. Lefruguell .... cual 
RO | RASA ANG 5555 oasiacseses 
11 | Theodore Randall........| 


| Alex. Thompson.........! 


wm Co 


Ws BUMDeheccaccesesecs'| 
CNONGD) ssesesiesees saslatih 
1 | John A. iii slcntesoact 
2 | John Wright .........000 
3 | Isaac A. Adams eee eeees| 
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1809 
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1809 
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1809 | 
1809 


1809 


1809 | 


eereee 


13809 


1809 | 
1810 
1810 | 


1811 


1812 | 
1812 | 


1812 
1812 


5 | John 8. Allanson ........| 1812 | New York.....seeeee ce seee 
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of Columbia, from 
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A 4.—Register exhibiting the names 


Names of all the cadets 
that have been received 
into the Military Acad- 
emy from its origin to 
the present time. 
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A 4.—Register 


Names of all the cadets 

that have been received 
No into the Military Acad- 
7 emy from its origin to 


the present time. 


| Year of their admission. 
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Names of those that 
have withd’wn from 
the academy betore 


States and Territories, 
including the Dist 
of Columbia, from 
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into the Military Acad- 
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the present time. 
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| John H. Allen 


| John N. Macomb 
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56 | George H. Griffin ........ 
57 | Taliaferro Hunter....+..- 
58 | B A. Le 20.00 voce coves: 


59 
60 
61 
62 
63 
64 


66 
67 
68 
69 
70 


S. McClintie ....cccceeces: 
John N. Rose..cesscocees 
R. H. N. Saunders. ..eee. 
William E. Taylor....... 
Robert E. Whitlocke..... 
H. K. Burguyn. ..e+ceeee- 
D. Donaldson...... cece» 
R. C. Gatlin. 
John H. Hardin...ecscees 
C. McRea - ..cccccccecess 
M. W. Rhinehart .......- 
J. E. Dargin 


Edward Deas...cesccces: 


{Pe Pe ie" Cee 
| John W. Lee....eeeeeees 


A. C. Myers. cocces 
T. D. Sumpter. .ccccecve- 
William G. Bonner .. 
R. W. Habersham 
R.G. Fain. ....5- coccvees 
Join W. McCrabb...... 
Joseph D. McCann ...... 


eeneee 


| Asbury Ury..cccecee eece 


i. KK. Yoakum «22 sseees 


sion. 


s 
A 
be 





ROR 
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= | | 5 
ae | ; @ = 
States and Territories, | Names of those that) J | Names of those who | 2 Names of those who = 
including the Dist. } havewithd’wnfrom|) = | have been dismissed | wb | have graduated at a 
of Columbia, from} the academy before = | from theacademy. | rs | the United States bo 
which they came. graduating. 2 | r | Military Academy. Ee 
5 = 3 3 
> = | SS 
— — eee | esa = | 
WEMNONE .iesessec0- Vertulon Rich...... 1628 dics suseeenmeeseane ss teaasleaanee cece eter sees cues relesie 
Massachusetts .....-- Charles G. Bush. eee.) 1831 | ..ccce eens ceecee eeces|sneees leeeeee cece cece seenlewienteeeanie 
a ie dads bhaaenkereRcceaeens | W. H. Clarke... .... La eee eee. Ue 
0 ae ee ‘ Freeman Hinkley...,| 1828 7 eae ee A ee Me [eee ae 
MUschsiexeeNesaeaen| ao pemeceure et ee re Leste a miewis aise ey ree RB) Marcy.c.cseees| ESS 
€0..%% bE eee Oe Seay ha Sauna eee | Henry J. Ropes... SQ20Ul sap patnesscaeees sees scenes 
WO Useuwuls ee payiseens peaeenis swe areeas | ones ss Ldinacvbeieeitd Sees toeanee ....| George W. Ward.....| 1832 
Bide MERON wicsbescd Aksu obneackenapecsnell esse ee] "eR se. 88's s'c50s = sWawe a] Ce RCOM MSRMON e's one ie: 1832 
Connecticut... Thomas E. Clarix ....| 1829 |++- . ceeee [secees[eeer cree eeeeccesceceeeleaeees 
<EROD sc, nsbaasGeuens EAT yt oo. . seescees wes.[-e00.-| George D. Dimon....| 1833 
POLO caches eiwese een | ssibeaeeneaebewees sesce] WL Freeman....csses | SGa0 i shuswes wanes con esewediw 
pene Ookxebeswawaseshs ebemserages sweareeaase vecee| Ts H.C. Kingsbury ..| 1829 |...... sees cee cone ceeleweees 
RPMI Rian deiial casiis nnncoomaanacuicel eee ooene ssses-[oooees| Henry G. Sill........] 1832 
New York....... spuall D. Ayres , a r 1828 | eesuaeboe sebabekeauss | saeee | i aeseeriNe er ey iY ae ee 
ME ities aictusadnchnshavienvia sages sees|roee rose cess ane nees weve. | John H. Allen ..... | 1833 
KEE MOE nseoushenseasekiteesae uses Gesepencescy rss im ° Sapemmnees ..ee. | John E. Brackett ....) 1832 
Mickie pedi | John J. Beardsley ....| 1828 |-+0+ see cee. seceeees basta deopidas nasacbian canes shies 
NOLks Peevexss suue | L. Jones. cose .ceess.| 1831 |reteee esse sens eeee sees gw cunlmanie hbnwessanee svaalllexeier 
NS 8 Sh tent a eene swt cua . vuxiecs lacesss | SOM Ns MACOMD sa.) 1622 
IRAE SR ae catisénivasecces tea: EO nnn 
eee Edward Saffern......| 1828 ee aoa nkecdseewe SO on ee eee 
TOs pseshsnen ee ee | Kisses Seer seas Sene ..e..| William H. Storer ...] 1832 
SPA iiss paid wrccitanserspeioents TD ee 
New Jersey.......0e. REND: Oe | Henry Southard ...4.| 1889 |sssseseeseeeegeeseeeesfeoeees 
LE Oe APE eee : ciatdl sane udewsiixcisewwasss cesses] 1 EE cess OR 
Delaware .... 0200 00.) secees sees ceece eee (2 | John N, Elbert. ..cee.| [829 jeeeese cece cece cee vcecel cceces 
Pennsylvania .... ..0.] 000 cece vcecscesccsces[seeees RRS sseueie fe . W. B. Burnett. ..... 1832 
JUD pup eesses abakast AAs he MOUROONGS caus 1828 |.++.eee. cece ee veccees Jrseees|e eee eeeeeeee ees ees: loceece 
PM ST pita te. See errs a Pee ee J.C. Campbell ERE (eos RS ere ee eee ers ne 
NG2crukies ies sce epannceccccenn leweeec | SODMIMs MIO <.54p00s| A290 |esweuseaesenecrsncieses | sccses 
tars INN RED SOR errrrnre ere reer Lewis Howell .......| 1838 
++.do hae xbes Pharon Jarrett ..... 1829 ee Sous go Aowisoekeeenlseeses 
ROD sceewiee ‘ M. M. Moore,... 1828 ceaene ed ekesk biheed bbe wee endes ese “on sae aiee 
do Se ey Per er pieeeeke Saas seoeee| John Markoe, jr......| se Te chk abaaeliakio 
RD seroneceskevecorlsencses or pei pawecnleswe.s P. Waddell....... |e eee neescnee cess ceeces|eeeees 
ne SERRE Rpererrererenn ie RE heen sesse cseses|ooseee] Williams Wall .soses.] 1692 
Mare IAN A 405 csasnnmsiooheas ee eatin es \oaeaninl pele mpiee eee oseeecves|esees. R. H. Archer ..-.....| 1832 
ER daa i, We: Wenicater «<1 TOME inns ie ssiceneesacieebssanas 
hishaswnes aS eee ey ire rcs et veee{ e os.| Ts Tilghman. ......6.] 1832 
WEIR sckksbece R. O. Burton. ....00..| 1828 bas: bed BESS OES ee ee oH ° . ots neues oe 
DGrccsakes. Saseoks1osaseoneu ree eeeehen wen tees R.S. Chew ... : | 1829 |esccsecese eees powell seers 
10 asses cccces cece A. G. Conway ..eeee., 1828 |oceces secs cevecees cess = celeveeceee secceres coe eleeneer 
ices cbakindetw dencebinneans deaitesiness bees s sence sseesseseeeess[eooee.| P- Bt- George Cocke,.| 1892 
a MS ADDAAE 0005.1 1828 ecensawsswaees sens : veeeeee Bawianiesaciae neice Sia ceeenie 
OOssbe secccsecees| G. G. Davidson .....,| 1828 joseeseeescee voce ocee |° eens pine eahcameaameaas apie 
HOiccvaessebeew ness inanovn ‘= : or . SN Tee te Jove - B.S. Ewell... es0ee.| 1832 
MO sactseesseenas OD RT PETA ETT TOTTI (aot George H. Griffin.....| 1832 
pee Dsweeas seb bhhsuanlsesson saueuspe kwee i eees.| Taliaferro Hunter....| 1829 |... Pn re ero ee 
ORGS cseecc , Br Ac tiee ss cessanses 2S EERO A SES Ne omen SPR 
dO ecce .ssccece possi beaeeunte Pe ee ee S. McClintie,........| 1830 | SN: TEN 
«ee. dO sens . John N. Rose ........ 1828 Ses eeiee neues ee Cote he omc , on 
Feed chk xceb ene R. H. N. Saunders....| 1829 |.ceccccescceees ° Jeeves As eeeeeees sees . seen 
‘nepiOnsee Kawano Sosa William E. Taylor....| 1828 (.esceeeseeee seereeees aoe se ee ee ewer enenee paloweaien 
Diiresceinsns se aeccecces cesses {eocee.| Robert E. Whitlocke.| 1629 |o0occesscevccesevecese|eosees 
North Carolina..... cee ° H. K. Burguyn ncenl REITs ‘Soren 
BOLsshkeavens Suskhloyocwenn eer iy ....| D. Donaldson....... UO cseneous ss ac nee 2 beets |esecee 
PRG biteawiteasse: RIRERORS FUER Fippemmenrersrrers free eee 
SOLE ReGASbAS Baws en John H. Hardin ......| 1828 |sesees sececensee: cesslscccccisocetcas sens cece cccces|soveee 
OSs od — ne ee re CG. McREA.. o00c0000:| 1829 |. s0000ccccccseccesccesfocsnes 
MOMetariaabinecsas M. W. Rhinehart.... | 1828 |...+«- peuaiepeeanneenes Pe op culsaaiieaymbaemanwan acer senses 
South Carolina. ..c00-|..00cc0008 ska eee eee Pre fas Pp Ls eee PHO abate seccweseess 966sleceeee 
a Oe Saeki Beaetes see ames = ig wai Oo00 es Skweeh Aibebens | MOONVARAMDERS 22.0055) Soar 
AGics% vevebreaese tncueauabeae ven ane Scuilovwessd awe OBO. oe seess 1829 sees eee eee eeeeeeeenslaneees 
BObcohuxsssec ease John W. Lee. .oeeeees| 1828 |ecceee seocvees eee Tee PTE Tee LE ed 
Decessasercensecs Shun aeeumuawene alcsenabaesess Goes pone b euadl Ay CO. Byers sc ea 1833 
do. erry - sa nebewwk 5 Sof mos Sumpter......-| 1829 saidiyidhits salen saatceeadaisee wea 
PRE. abuso wanees] ssnsees Be, ene 2 seceee| Williain G. Bonner... | LBB] |.ecccceecsoecccccces sleoeees 
Scant seswess+ec ses~-] Me W. Habersham :....| 1629 ° ° sabioes ea] eases lwans Lanteig saelwaswneu| oeeee 


Tennessee.....«. 
son lO’ ° 
BO ccctssaen ceccce 


vos socccecccccesceccioos 


saa lO sen ene sbanen esse 


. . eee ee eee eeenee 
eee eere tes eee ool eeees 
scaeeeeees oe eeeeee serene 
errr . 
Oe ee were rete aeereaseerire 


en | a PRIN sensawsseic 


Eanes | John W. MeCrabb 


.[eosess| Asbury Ury..ce coos. 
| H. K. Yoakum ...... 


1832 
| 1833 
} 1832 
| 1899 
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93 
94 


95 


13 
14 
15 
16 
17 
18 
19 
20 
21 


22 


41 
42 


43 | 
44 | 
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A 4,—Legister exhibiting the names and numbers of all the cadets, &c.—Continued. 


Names of all the cadets 


that have been received 
into the Military Acad- 


emy from its origin to | 


the present time. 


Joshua Cobb, .-ccccccccee 


George B. Crittenden, .... 


Joseph G. Hawkins .....- 


Jas. PB. HOrdins cesses ove 
William A. Miller.... se. 
FD. ISPS 6 c:cces-vee sce 


Richard Shelly. ....00 ees. 


M. Thompson . ..000 ee 


BAP dipilerscwes -cceeocs 


N. G. R. Gassaway.....e. 


G. P. Kingsbury ..... woe 
James Walker..... Reales 
Dede WMP sc canctencnt 


George B. Clark ...... eee. 


By. GEERONY) Seceies o00%00s 
John C. Sprigg. ...... cove 


A. AlON. coccce voce cccces 
R. P. Smith .ccees coccece 
A. Bouligny .. see cccees 
JON IN. DFARCS ccc csas 
POCW TORS «a0: Gie-s swisiacssois 
T. EF. Wilkins0n:sesscces 
James V. Bomford....... 
C. B. Chalmers 2... 00000 
A. FP. Seaton 6... 0000008. 
i BUSH 5 3556500 Wc seis sie 
James Li. Scull ...2ccecue 
Jorn T. VIAN 5 65:60 
PG. DANtetscccsew wise 
CO. H. Granger ..cesccccees 
JM. Chadwick sisc cic. 
re ot MHD CTCs veces wecnes 
Benjamin Alvord ..... eee 
E. Brewster ..... cocnceee 
NUS WV te NES once semedinn 
Js 45s CODUIM s6:5.cine's scene 
SiG SiMMONGS és:0 5 036: 050:6 
J. Gy Barnard. <ccescssees 
John P. Centre .... ve 
Wis Hi Clarice. scnscc<. 
James L. Cooper....... ee 
a WN © MIGE Soceeaisese cows 
BU, AG NEQURC ori sicieis- eee eis 
PD URGGPIOS. . saces occ eses 
A TU Lae eee eae 
Ni Ss VARIONE ; <crccisceews 
Te Ds WYMAN ccss 

David E. Hale ....... sees 
G. Wi Holy 2... ee ieee 


Francis Howe .....c0 eee 


Bs W. Wessels ...ccessics 
TORN. WANY ssc secies 


J. Ei. WeatdHey osciscicccs 
BE. A. Capron .sccccceces 

PAG G2) 1 CR ea ee 
Julius E. Edson ...ceeses- 
E. D. Elliott .....  wakews 
George P. Field......... 

C. A. Garnsay . ..cccccecs 
JON GrahaAM vevcesccces 
William Harris ..... sec. 


Arnold Haris: ccccc. vvece 


| Rufus King....oe-ess 


1G. PENIS occ s+ 000 00 sicis 


| Henry McKavett......... 


a NOMI sv cccvasccons 
Wins Hi. Sidells ccc ccccc 


Ps TON BrOOKe ixs0s <3: 


| 25 D. EWink ssec6c 


Pe ES GUTAS 65 oohieaisociecs 


Henry DUPONt . ccsece see. 


2 1Bie DINERO capceeecesues 


VOI... VII 











Year of their admission. 


1828 
1828 
1828 
1828 


1828 


1828 |. 


1828 


1828 


1828 | 


1828 


1828 


1828 


1828: | 00% 


1828 
1828 


1828 


1828 
L828 
1828 
1829 
1829 
1829 
1829 
1829 
1829 
1829 
1829 
1829 
1829 
1829 
1829 
1829 
1829 
1829 
1829 
1829 
1829 
1829 
1829 
1829 
1829 
1829 
1829 
1829 
1829 
1829 
1829 


1829 


| 1829 


1829 
1829 


1829 


| 1829 


1829 
1829 
1829 
1829 
1829 


1829 


| 1829 


1829 


1829 | Delaware... . 
1829 | Pennsylvania ........ 


6 e 


se Oxe 


awastlOs 


vere Q@ 





States and Territories, 
including the Dist. | 
of Columbia, from | 
which they came. 


MIDs 05:6:0:0 
SOs 0 w.090/0 
WOsecs 
GO .s0c< 
Be! OSGCrOr 
sdOcue 
OM ..<s:- 


jeveedO... 


eiidonack 
Se vase sears 
PTGIANE 6:6 creeks 
VEO ys scwenes 
eeOcwua-sesiaes 


Illinois .. 


LOUISIQUR .s<s00% ceec 
Alabama .. 
eeOnces ne 
Pes era 
District of Columbia... 
Reh OP arrae 


sueellOe 


Arkansas .... 
Florida .. 
Maine .... 
scsQOowew sacs 
New Hampshire ..... 
PR are 


Vermont. 


cla askin 
lO dae 0 
..do. 
Massachusetts ... 
mines Olo aaa wareirne 
Ox oes 
seca went 
eeseGOnees 
seeeiOweae\e 
sees Ocoee eves 
digi ee eineelon 
igualcanes 
eee OO siciats 


Rhode Island 


$seeOOees 
New York.. 
Ree il: ae 
ee eee 
ee Oe 


AC) i rece 


| 
hae hOnsaslese 


gee veces 
ilOneeexe 
sean COs kas. 
ae eter 
rise Ube wide: egietersie: 
Sate OO ovisiahaeeeare 


es 


Sey <x's 


se eeseene 


ee eeeeee 


Names of those that 
have withd’wn from 
the academy before | 


Kentucky..ccccsscese|. 


ssl Ocewans eeasies sees} salar 





*| 


| 
| 


George B. Clark.... 
Mississippi. ....0.00.|+ 


I seins sins} eaess' 4 
..| James L. Scull..... 
.| John T. Williams.... 
he El. Granger... 

J.M. Chadwick . 
.| T. B. Lambert... 


..| JE. Beardsley ...... 


NOW SOMey .cico-ccaet 


Year of their withdrawal. 


| 


Fees reece tere eeseee ous 


M. Thomnpson ......- 

BE. Ps FYGC sccces cee. 

Died at the Military |. 
Acad’y Nov., 1829. 


| G. W. Holly...... ; 


T. Ter 
J.T. EWing..ceeeeeee| 1832 








| Names of those who 
have been dismissed 
from the academy. 


| Joshua Cobb, .ceecees 


Joseph G. Hawkins .. 


Richard Shelly....... 


James Walker, ...... 

L. Gregory ... 
John C. Spri 
A. Allen... 


Ae BOUHgAY 601000005 
John A. Drake....... 


W. H. Clark. ... 


T. T. Wyman.... 
J. C. Willy. .....ceee.! 
FeO. DAVIS iecccwcess 
J. Eh. BGSOR ccisiccciccia 
C. A. Garnsay ....c0. 
G. Mills... 


H. A. Norris. 


see eerereeeee 


| Year of their dismissal. 


| 
| 
| 
. 7 
William A. Miller... | 





| Names of those who 
have graduated at | 

| the United States | 
Military Academy. | 


| Year of their graduation. | 


} 
| -revecccccccccccsees elsecere 


| George B. Crittenden.| 1832 


| 
James P. Hardin.....| 1832 


jeeccee 


Pere eeee seen esse seen | teeeee 





| H. Marshall.....se00.| 1832 


Peewee eee. Coeeesaseses seeeee 
Pees wee eee eeeese esse es tee 
eee eeseeseesese eooe|eeeeece 


G P. Kingsbury......| 1832 
J. R. D. Burnett......| 1833 


Cee e eee eee cores: weeees | teeeee 


LBS |ecrccccccccccce cocer(oe see 


Pee ees eeeeeesesser eens sesese 
} 


Joel Riggs .......00-| 1833 
T. F. Wilkinson....,| 1832 
| James V. Bomford...| 1832 
C. B. Chalmers ......| 1834 
A. F. Seaton.........{ 1833 
A Brg Soccccccsacs| 2 

| 


[sere wawsaeceeess cece ss | terree 





PO ee were assesees sear ae  teeee 





a PEO eww e er eeeeae seeens TH eeee 





Benjamin Alvord eee] 1833 
W. W. S, Bliss.......| 1833 
J. L. Coburn.........| 1834 
S$. G. Simmonds .....| 1834 
J.G. Barnard........| 1833 
J. Be Contre csccsccs.| 1S 
James L. Hooper ....| 1833 
R.W. Lee........02.| 1833 
R. R. Mudge.........| 1833 
D. Ruggles..... ey. 1833 


F. A. Smiitii.scccccce.| 2808 ; 


D. E. Hale...........| 1833 


H. W. Wessels ......| 1833 


eeeeee 


eee eee eee eeees ese ns Seeeee 


| 
see et erens ones ee ee ae) 


E. A. Capron..... eee} 1833 


seeese 
Peewee ewe esse es saree eeeee 
Peewee ereees sree ane Seeeee 


Ce ee eee er eeseesceeses, F788 


.| George P. Field..... | 1834 


John Graham ........| 1834 
Arnold Harris......-.; 1834 
Rufus King..........| 1833 


en ee eee ee reassess scers | eoreee 


Henry McKavett.....| 1834 





Peewee seen eens aeeeesleseses 


Wm. H. Sidell.......| 1833 


A. EB. ShWa8sc.cs ces. 
Henry Dupont ....... 1833 
J. E. Blake......... | 1833 
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y 


A 4, 


Names of all the cadets 
that have been received 
into the Military Acad 
emy from its Origin to 


the present time, 


ee to 
J. P. Davis 
J. Mi. Green... oss cesses 
J. H. Hobart. 
Pharon Jarrett. 
D. McBride ...2 « 

James McClure ..,..... 
John 4. Biller. 2.5 sce 


James G. Reid 


Alonzo SwitZer.... .0.00- 
Ed. Schriver. 1... 00+ 
ies 596 SANE Gn bbae cube 
Jolin Watson.... ... 
James ©. LAynn ..6.s00<0 
George H. Ringold ...... 
eS ee 
R. W. Crawford ......0<- 
PE Mio REAVER Gee aac oe ese: 
DSSS BEBITIS. ssv8ciecenss 
F.A 


Geo. H. Pegram ..... 


ORGY Senn onsceue 


Ed. D. Steptoe... 
Larkin Smith... 
ee 
Ay D. TOWNES 2s. s000s00 
T. H. Williamson..... oes 
John Wimbish, ...... 0... 
D; Donaldson... ..200s2 

PASE. Chu saeneweas 
Alfred Staley ...... co seee 
H. L. 
J. H. Shepard ........0¢- 
i oT aes 4 
OY. 19. SBYEON S skse:005s00 
es Rb- SODORE Cocad oan ae 


MAA oc ckbas bexaeas 


PO: seeks basen ce 


eg Ee ee 
Di WON Gace Srekan axes 
R W. Habersham ....... 


oe See ee 
Jos. BD. McCann. ...20%0 
Pi dhs A OMIAS ss o0Gs aoe 
Philip Barbour ........... 
Henry Waller..... eee cece 
J. Caldevell 02 c0%5 eocee 

J. W. Caldwell ....... eos 
Se ee ee 
James Walker. oe 

BND: WWMIKE 355 sasseceuses 
Wi. DOW siesiiccccwss 
Isaiah Garrett. ... 2.00000. 
RG. Paul. .c00 200. 
W. M. Carpenter ........ 
Cs is SOUWICT nvaxscrccece 


Wan. A. Ellmore......... 


J. P. Harrison ..... cocecce 
05 ez URED see sasense 
Thos: TE. JOB sss ccsese 
Jan: MUM oss iseneeescaees 
SAO WV OIES ate Gsecesens 
J. W.. Anderaon 2 oces.ces- 
W.S. Ketchum .... seees. 
Henry Ingraham..... 

S. M. Plumer... cccceves 
Ransom Huntoon ........ 
Ws FAs RIT neko secnence 
CAs PIES ccensesccunss 
Ka. F. Barmard .......... 
Wm. K. Mills ....... ieee 
J. Hi. Whipple. . os s0s0<- 
B. VV. PGBS onse snes cece 
B. C. Watson 


seeeereeeses 


Register exh thiting the 


admission, 


Year of their 


1829 
1829 
1829 
1829 
1829 
1829 
1829 
1829 


229 
329 
1829 
1829 
1829 
1829 
1829 
1829 
}229 
1829 
1829 
1829 
1829 
1829 
1829 
1829 
1829 
1829 
1829 
1829 
1829 
1829 
1829 
1829 
1829 
1829 
1229 
1829 
1829 
1829 
1829 
1829 
1829 
1829 
1829 
1829 


1829 


| 1829 


1829 
1829 
1829 
1829 
1829 
1829 
1829 
1829 
1829 
1229 
1829 
1830 
1830 
1830 
1830 
1830 
1830 
1830 
1830 
1830 


MII 


States and Territories, 
Dist. 


of Columbia, from 


including the 


which they came. 


AITARY 


AFFAI 


Names of those that 
have withd’wa from 
the academy before 


graduating. 


Year of their withdrawal. | 


BD iscddndsss seonee cee 000s cece ceee 8008+) s8000 
eehOihapsesededs Shes John Watson... 1829 
Tey LT Te eee ae FCP: s50% wsenes 1830 
EMO Sh aKa hb- nibs donc] toe? S095 was Des Kana ben [heuer 
WAN 6 sscdau Knees) 20400 an on : ccans | oxmss 

prlOsscuwese a” 0 ate WV. Crasviord 6.0: 1829 


pee eeea se enss eens 


Sceecsunwaks Sess abee =boa wes 


»o0G05 


Se eeee reer eee 


pep shk boseen ae bane 


saree sabe csehe 


Os oeG ase. seeshase 


GeOTEZIA..ccccce eeeses 
sSeCaeee seas aber ones 
‘ustuD ee re) 


DOUDEASCE s .ickss cscs 


Kentucky . 
pentlOnesnees 


SO nan knba eens cen 


OOssenss obese bodes 
splO Liss kudeweese cee 
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A 4.—-Register exhibiting the names and 


Names of all the cadets 
that have been received 
into the Military Aecad- 
emy from its origin to 
the present time. 


Year of their admission. 


States and 


MILITARY ACADEMY. 


Territories, 


including the Dist. 


of Colu 


inbia, from 


which they came. 


numbers 


Names of those that 
have withd’wn from 
the academy before 
graduating. 


Year of their withdrawal. 


Names of those who | | Name 
have been dismissed 
the 
Mil 


from the academy. 


| Year of their dismissal. 


have graduated at 


of all the cadets, &e.—Continued. 


»s of those who 


United States 
itary Academy. 


Year of their graduation. 


C. D. Wood ......--+.e0-| 1830 | Rhode Island ... Cos Woedsiccessxs| ISSEY... pal adutaemens ee easiadenen paveiae) lecaea 
B.S. Roberts........+-..| 1830 | Vermont ...... eevee In the academy......j..00- eeldidtie sales ence eeelsisiene bia: signee wserarere eeecces- ee sees 
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A 4.—Register exhibiting the names and numbers of all the cadets, &e.—Coutinued, 


Names of all the cadets 
that have been received 
into the Military Acad 
from its origin to the 

presenti time. 
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| Names of all the cadets 


MILITARY ACADEMY. 


A 4.—Register exhibiting the names and numbers of all the cadets, &c.—Continued. 


that have been received 
into the Military Acad- 
emy from its origin to 
the present time. 


Year of their admission. 


| AGABradDilty.cc) seseev esse] Foor 


Henry Prince........0e..| L831 


| J. L. Stevenson ..........| 1831 
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| H. L. Kendrick...... see.) 1831 
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| J. W. Judson. .....ecce0-| 1831 
| Alexander Wolcott......./ 1831 


Se PORE O iis se niieasccesies DOOn 


S. Whitehorn ......eee00.| 1831 
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Ni PP. MOUHES cdehcccecee.| 1882 
H. Bate ...5<% Seaaeareeie| nooe 
William Cameron,.......| 1832 
O. P: Hackett...0s0.sc00..| 1882 


John B. Hawkins. 


Charles Hoskins .....6+.., 1882 
Ws Tic Mock. ccscccccoss<| 1622 
JME ROVCIS cccec sees) 1632 
F. SAUNGErS .cc0ccicosesss| 1892 
Thomas Chiffell...se.ae00| 1832 
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b. 
\pstTant GENERAL'S OFFICE, Washington, January 20, 1835. 


Sir: Herewith | respectfully submit a statement embracing the names and military history of all the 
cadets, being graduates of the Military Academy, who have been appointed or received commissions in the 
army, in conformity to the special call of the chairman of the select committee on the subject of the 
Military Academy, the Hon. F. O. J. Smith, of the House of Representatives. The statement enrols 781 
graduates, of whom 219 have resigned as oflicers of the army; died, 97; dropped or dismissed, 17; now 
remaining in the army as commissioned officers, 851; besides the 69 supernumeraries, brevets 2d heu- 
tenants remaining on the 31st of December, 1834, as “candidates for conunissions,” who probably will 
not all be absorbed in the army sooner than June, 1837; making the whole number of graduates now in 
the army, 420. 

I am, sir, with great respect, your obedient servant, 
R. JONES, Adjutant General. 

Hon. L. Cass, Secretary of War. 
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MILITARY ACADEMY. 3 


1837. 


War Derarrment, January 14, 1835, 

Sir: T have had the honor to receive your letter of the 15th ultimo, respecting the appropriations for 
West Point, and, in reply, beg leave to refer you to the enclosed reports from the Second and Third 
Auditors, which furnish the information called for by the committee on whose behalf you wrote. 

Very respectfully, your most obedient servant, , 
. LEWIS CASS. 
Hon. F O J Saren, of the Select Committee on the Military Academy, House of Representatives. 


Os 


Treascry Department, Second Auditor's Office, January 13, 1835. 
Sir: I have the honor to transmit herewith a statement of the pay, rations, forage, and allowance for 
servants, of instructors, cadets, and all other persons employed at, or attached to, the Military Academy 
at West Point, from the Ist January, 1830, to 3ist December, 1854, prepared in compliance with the 
request of the select committee of the House of Representatives on this subject. 
Very respectfully, sir, your obedient servant, 
WILLIAM B. LEWIS 


Hon. Lewis Cass, Seeretary of War. 


Statement showing the pay and rations, forage and allowance for servants, of instructors, cadets, and all other 
persons employed at, or attached to, the Military Academy at West Point, specifically, for each and every 
purpose, and for each and every year, from January 1, 1830, to December 31, 18384, agreeably to the 
estimates of the War Department, and furnished in compliance with the request of the select committee of 
the House of Representatives on the subject of the Military Academy, dated December Fo: TSE. 


Pay, subistence, forage, and allowance for servants. 


Officers. Remarks. 
1830. | = 1831, | 1882. 1833. 1834. 
| 
Superintendent of Military Academy...... o eecewe $365 00 | $365 00 | $366 00 | = $328 00 $292 00 Additional rations are charged. 
Commandant of cadets and instructor ...... 6.008. 292 00 | 292 00 292 00 292 00 292 00 Do. do. 
Paymaster and treasurer,........ einsw bedeseebcoee 764 00 764 00 764 00 764 00 766 00 
Professor of natural and experimental philosophy... 1,699 00 | 1,699 00 1,699 00 1,699 00 1,723 00 
Assistant professor of natural and experimental | 
PUNGSOPNY ss cccccnccs o0c00s00 SiawmniMacenemieess 180 00 | 180 00 180 00 180 00 180 00 $15 per month additional as lieutenant, 
Professor Of Gn eiMeerNg «6 s/.'0eci0, c00.0 wi0iss.01: sess 'e'0 1,506 00 1,506 00 1,506 00 1,506 00 , 530 00 
Assistant professor of enginecring.....sceeeeseees 180 00 | 180 00 180 00 180 00 180 00 Do. do. 
Professor of MmatheMatics. ....0000 sce cecccecces oe 1,506 00 1,506 00 1,506 01 1,506 00 1,530 00 
Assistant professor of mathematics. .......+eeeees 180 00 | 180 00 180 00 180 00 180 00 Do. do. 
Chaplain and professor of ethics........0000s see 1,506 00 | 1.506 00 1,506 00 1,506 00 1,530 00 
Professor of chemistry. ......eeeee. salen weueeeeves 120 00 120 00 | 120 00 | 120 00 120 00 $10 per month additional as surgeon, 
Teachers of French, (two)..... cece cece cee ecsens 1,870 00} 1,870 00 1.870 00 1,870 00 1,894 00 
Teacher Of drawing .....cccccccecces co cecccccces 935 00 | 935 00 | 935 00 935 00 947 00 
Master Of thE BWOI, ..6scce csisccccccccces cocces 466 00 | 466 00 | 466 00 466 00 466 00 
Cadets, including eight acting assistant professors | 
and teachers, with $10 per month additional | | 
COMPENSATION. 01000. 9100s 00:00 voce cece eccccccccncs 85,460 00 | 85,460 00 | 95,460 00 85, 460 00 85,460 00 
Musicians, twenty for five companies ..... aSvewieis 1,440 00 | 1,440 00 1,440 00 1,440 00 1,440 00 
Clerk to paymaster...... bce eeieewes coc cceecccece 600 00 | 600 00 600 00 600 00 600 00 
Total amounts yearly....sceccccccesseseses| 99,069 00 | 90,069 00 90,070 00 , 99,032 00 99,140 00 


W. B. LEWIS. 
TREASURY DeparRtTMENT, Second Auditor’s Office, January, 1835. 


Treasury Departuent, Third Auditer’s Office, December 27, 183 


Sir: I have the honor to return the letter of the Hon. Francis O. J. Smith, referred to this office, in 
which he “requests, by direction of the select committee of the House of Representatives on the subject 
of the Military Academy, to be furnished with a statement of the whole amount of money that has been 
appropriated for the purchase, construction, and repairs of buildings and appurtenances for the Military 
Academy at West Point from the Ist of July, 1815, to the present time,” with the accompanying statement. 
The acts making appropriations for the Military Academy, it will be perceived, do not designate, except 
in a few instances, the sums appropriated under the heads called for by the committee; hence, where they 


wore moes: 


pest aero 


ernsrasas seas 


i 
« 
i 
' 


Se atesiens ae 











84 


are 


being in all eases kept according to the appropriations, as directed by law. 
the committee the best information on the subject which the records of this office afford, the accompanying 
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not so designated, the 


[No. vie? 


umount could not be stated from the appropriation accounts in this office, they 
In order, therefore, to Live 


“hs 


statement has been prepared, exhibiting every appropriation made during the period called tor, designating 


the amounts where they are specified for any of the objects called for by the committee. 


Sfatement of the amount of money appropriate d for the use 


I have the honor to be, most respectfully, your obedient servant, 


PETER HAGNER, Auditor. 


HTon. Lewis Cass, Seere fary of War. 


D 2. 


of the Military Academy at West Point for purposes 


other than for the pay and emoliume nts of the office rs. professors, cadets, WC., with the dales of the several 
acts of appre priation from the year 1815 fo the year 1834, both inciusive; erhibiting, as far as practicable, 
the amount appropriate d for the purchase construction, and repawr of buildings and appurtenances; fur- 
nished in pursuance of a letter from the Hlon. Francis O. 7. Smith to the Secre fary of War, dated December 


15. 1834. 





For 


iw r 


Fx Yr 


F< ir 


Fx Yr 


For 
For 
“a 


F< yr 


For quartermaster supplies, transportation, mathematical instruments, books, 


For quartermaster supplies, transportation, mathematical instruments, books, | 


For 


On account of 
buildings, as 
far as can be 
designated. 


For what purposes appropriated. 


Per Act March 3, 1815. 
completing buildings and for providing an apparatus, a library, and all 


necessary implements, and for such contingent expenses as may be 


ee oe ne ee ee 


NECESSATY 2.2200 22 - cece er cree cceccreccce § eietelees 
Act April 29, 1816. 

the erection of buildings at West Point, including arrearages.......... $115,800 00 
Act March 8, 1817. 


the purchase of maps, plans, books, instruments, fuel, and stationery; | 


repairing buildings, and for two boats. ........ 6.06. cceee secs ccccseee peewee er 
Act February 19, 1818. 

fuel, transportation, class-books, repairs of barracks and other buildings, 

and for contingent expenses................ Mgitdeticae tas eee rere ee Te 
Act February 15, 1819. 

fuel, maps, plans, books, erection of quarters and other buildings, and 

for contingent expenses.......... vrer rere T peveheneewes aes ; Ter reer 


Act April 14, 1820. 


299 


fuel, maps, plans, books, apparatus, and contingent expenses $18, 322 00 


completing the builditig................. mistinssas 2a! 255s 
arrearages prior to the year 1818........... iitsevees Bh, S20 SF 

* Act March 3, 1821. 
ee ONY oo cts de ew ene e a verens Ree oR ae oe eee TTC TT ere ee 


Act March 15, 1822. 

| 
| 
| 


eg J Tere er ee i 


Act March 3, 1823. 


eee ewe eer leer eee eeeeeee 


5, SOP ETT TTT PTT eee ee CTT ee eee ee re “eRe 


Act March 10, 1824. 


the purchase of Gridley’s farm........... et EeRaes 


Act May 26, 1824. 


For quartermaster’s department, fuel, stationery, and contingencies, ........1.. 6.0. cece ee! 


Amount appro- 
priated 


$20,000 00 


115, 800 00 


16, 570 00 


12,075 00 


35, 640 00 


eeoereeereoeeeere 


42,250 57 


17, 036 22 


13, 979 00 


12, 000 00 


10, 000 00 


11, 500 00 
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D 2.—Statement of the amount of money appropriated for the use of the Military Academy—Continued, 








For what purposes appiopriated. 


Act February 21, 1825. 


For quartermaster supplies, transportation, mathematical instruments, books, 


and stationery 
Act March 25, 1826. 


For quartermaster supplies, transportation, stationery, outstand- 
ing debts, repairs, chairs for examinations, fire-crates, and 


On account of 
buildings, as 
far as can be 
designated. 











lightning-rods Spetone fa, oi aterevio Mere tai eNeNeiveitsuejeuiele el a cvenwneye cle anal vee ao $15, 542 74 
For articles required for the mathematical, drawing, chemical, 
and mineralogical departments; additions to the library, 
paving barrack parades, conduit for supplying water..... 19, 187 75 
Act March 2, 1827. 
For quartermaster supplies, transportation, and stationery. 7,915 42 
For articles required for the mathematical, drawing, chemic cal, 
and mineralogical departments ; library, new buildings, and 
repairs, and improvements of barracks and parade grounds 24, 224 53 
Act March 2, 1828 
For fuel, stationery, transportation, repairs, and for improving 
barracks, erecting new buildings, procuring articles for the 
mathematical, mineralogical, and chemical departments, and 
for the library and contingencies... ............08. 3 2, 234 58 
For defraying the expenses of the board of visitors.......... 1,500 00 
Act May 24, 1828. 
For the Military Academy for the first quarter of the year 1829............ errerere. 
Act March 2, 1829. 
For fuel, transportation, stationery, repairs, and improving 
buildings, procuring articles for the mathematical, drawing, 
chemical, and mineralogical departinents, and for the sais 
and continge NN ata iw irene hie naamet names 22,257 00 
For the deficit of the appropriation of 1827 for the expenses of 
Se I Wi gh ee he Re kG ee eunwar sae 1,168 11 
For the expenses of the board of visitors for the year 1829.... 1,500 00 
Act March 11, 1830. | 
| 
For fuel, stationery, transportation, printing, forage, and postage — 9, 660 00 | 
For repairs and improvements of the buildings and grounds 
about the hospital paket k ogee wees eka ‘ pian eae , 310 00 | =$4,310 00 
For defrayinge the expe nses of the board of visitors.......... 1,500 00 
For hire of quartermaster’s and adjutant’s clerks, and assistants | 
to librarian and professors of chemistry.............66 - 1,992 00 | | 
For the increase of the library, a to military and sci- | 
entific journals, and binding books.......... bibik ese Kes 1,500 00 | 
For philosophical apparaftus.............- Cee rT ere ee re 1,956 00 
For models and modeller, and books on architecture for depart- 
ee ii aah < Wasi SwON NWN SK RRR RE 1,000 00 
For repairing mathematical instruments, and for models for the 
drawing department...... Pe eT ee et et eee ee 250 00 
For apparatus pertaining to the chemic al and mine reralogic: il de- 
partments and contingencies..... er eee re eT ; 868 64 
For miscellaneous items,.......... ee ee Satake cla tata eas ; 1, 656 00 
Se RIEU ON 5k ho kadvan dca dkee cause siwewcee ; 400 00 
For arrearages for clerk hire fo 18 Pi ckhakias HRS Sees 270 00 
Act May 31, 1830. 
For the erection of a military laboratory and workshop....... ere TT eee 2,500 00 
Act March 2, 183 
For defraying the expenses of the board of visitors......... . 1,500 00 
For fuel, forage, stationery, printing, transportation, and postage , 400 00 


Amount appro- 


priated. 


~ 500 00 


34, 730 49 


33, 134 58 


3,000 00 


24,925 11 


24,442 64 


2,500 00 
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For 
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Point, and their travelling expenses 
fucl, forage, stationery, printing, transportation, and postage 


For reconstructing the outbuildings attached to the academy, 
and for improvements connected therewith. ............. 
For general repairs of barracks, academy’s mess-house, officers’ 


and professors’ quarters, storehouses, wharf, carts, boat, 


fences, roads, paints, and other objects................. 
For renewals and repairs of grates... 2.0... ....00. cee eee 
For pay of adjutant’s and quartermaster’s clerks. ............ 
For increase and expenses of the library..................... 
iar SARIN MONSON CIEE 6b os bse is cass ees d av eevaeseae 
For models for dep: sine hae ORPINE occ eos. sce ntsc 
For models for the drawing department, repairs of instruments 
for the mathematical department, apparatus and contingen- 
cies for the chemical denitiipent fies sisal iweb iets elm baipaels scale 
For miscellaneous items and CADCRBES 26 cic es ss wobec ws asses ese 
Act March 2, 1833. 
Por erecting a building for military and other exercises ..... 
For defraying the expenses of the board of visitors........... 
For fuel, forage, stationery, printing, transportation, and postage 
For repairs, improvements, and expenses of buildings, grounds, 
i nn eee ee 
For pay of adjutant’s and quartermaster’s clerks. ............ 
For increase and expenses of the library.......... 02... 0.000- 
Pr (HMUOECUICRE MODGIBUNE 565 56s be des oss see sdan cesses 
For models for engineering department.............000000 08s 
For models for drawing department, repairs of instruments for 


the mathematical department, apparatus and ene 
for de partment of che nistry 
miscellaneous items and incidental e xpenses of the ac ales my 
the erection of the chapel 


Act June 


JR 


1854. 


defraying the e xpenses of the board of visitors 


fuel, for: ge, stationery, transportation, printing, and postage 
repairs, Improvements, and expenses of buildings, grounds, 
reads, wharf, boats, carts, and fences... .........0..00. 
pay of adjutant’s and quartermaster’s clerks............. 
philosophical apparatus and their repairs.............. 
models for department of engineering... .. . 


models for the drawing department, apparatus “and contin- 
gencies for the department of chemistry, and repairs of in- 


struments in the mathematical department.............. 
For the departments of mineralogy, artillery and sword exercise 
For increase and expenses of the library.................05- 
For completing the outbuildings, &c., attached to the cadets’ 

NE ht ching l eee RoE bide ka ee Rk eV iakidn OOS REKS 
For miscellaneous items and incidental expenses..... ‘ —_ 
For the erection of a building for military and other exercises in 


the winter, in addition to $6,000 appropriated last sessicn. 


Treastry Department, Third Auditor's 


AIRS. 


$3, 400 


l, 
2, 
l, 


l, 


») 


900 

400 
O00 
SOD 


TOO 
600 


2 300 


D 2.—Stalement of the amouitl of MONEY appropruted for the use of the 
For what purposes appropriated. 
For repairs and improvements of buildings and g@rounds...... 
For pay of adjutant’s clerk and quartermasier’s clerk......... 
For increase and expenses of the library.................... 
ee EE! nee eae ee 
Per Sen SIO PIU ROEICMMSON Siw iw Cis avd seks s bod ee ewes 
For models for drawing, for repairing instruments, for chemical 
| 2 
RAG MAOTEMIPICAL GPDATAING «5.0 565 0 6 206 bec eas 
For miscellaneous items and incidental CXPCNSCS 15 s:s6 2 22s 6 a's 
For faci for the first quarter of 1832... .......6.06.60005 
lef April 5, 1332 
Kor defrayvinge the eXpcnses of the board of visitot at West 


2 000 
8S, T62 
1,500 
4 825 
150 
GOO 
1, 400 
TOO 
600 
SS7 
1. 625 


6, 000 
2 000 


8, 


I, 


- 


D00 


000 
900 
400 
S90 
600 


900 


ayes 


10, 000 


2, 000 


8, 486 


9 610 


l, 
a 


I, 
l, 
I 


900 
698 
S00 


i 
130 
, 216 
OS] 
671 


14, 000 


Office, December 27, 1834. 
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00 
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47 


00 


PETER HAGNER, Auditor. 























































[| No. 731 


Academi—Continued, 


On account of 
buildings, 
far as can be 
designated. 


Amount appro- 
priated 


as 


i ; 
ievnetcawnds $24,050 00 
Se ee ee 
a gt ere ‘ 
preamees 23,439 00 
pp iinn ECT TCE E Te 

| 
ak, ee eer 
Pe ee OE li cvieeke eas 
| 36, T650 00 
ee 
iS 2 oe 
dk ere 








590, 889 01 
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A table of the annual expenses of the Military Academy at West Point, as near as can be ascertained, from 1802 
fo the close of the year 1815, including pay, forage, and subsistence of all officers. professors, and cadets, 
Sor buildings, repairs, books, and all incidental charges; also of other details 1 specling the operations of the 
institution, 
























ZS 2 Declined and resigned. oS : Et 
Es 3 2 - 12 =e 
~ 3 © = = te a a4 » =. TS 
sg = gan © = ti cs S = = vm ee 
= a = . = = = = = y 3 , 
= w 3 = - £18) 8 | 3 is i € = 3 
= > tf e =} = = s = = 1 4 ~ Lo 
5s = = S. = = S a cs Te z = = 
st =e a £ = = = = = S | & _- 5 eS 
rex ap os Te is = = = Db = Eh cS BER Z wae 
Year. a & cs = = <. fr x = - es Te Ss =e 
eo 2 © s = _ @ - = ig = = oe 
£ : 2: = ei £14212) 4€ |271e"1 =| € 
2 eae = Er ¢.6Udg = = » ie es i 2 
saa 2 Ses © o a e oy) I Fy a fs Hs o | 
spe ~ = - S 5 im S sa ta = S = ts 
"st 2 ei 2 ae oe ie a ee s 5 2S 
; z R i 2 ie! 2iBiegia ig |e | 2% 
= z a 1.8 4 e | 2 > |2 | E EL = 
os Z < Z wh _ 72) a & | = v < 
1802...., $7,854 00 | $27,000 00 2 $34,854 00 J lecccce covcesleccees aN CCA Beers ence Piet ree $17,427 00 $3,927 00 


| 
1203.... 7.854 00 | 9.000 00 9 16.854 00 a } ] eees emanea D Weadcccheeesaclecnaes I 5.618 00 2.618 00 
| 


1804.... 7,254 00 | 9,000 00 10 16,854 00 Dh esnws E “heceace Pereineetic pebettveneselsewnas ] 8.427 00 3,927 00 
1805... 7.854 00 | 9,000 00 8 16,854 00 ah) Hiiacereeret wares rs taneaiers Sawodiellieasieeet cacewsl secuse 1 5,618 00 2.618 00 
1806.... 15, 360 00 | 9,000 00 9 24.360 00 BES i ecciaon 1 | A! SS) setae MG! ‘Sah Vereen e 3 1.740 00 1,097 14 
1807... 15, 360 00 9,000 00 16 24,360 00 Le RP era ceccclecccce coteue 2 a leclenws 4,872 00 3,072 00 


9,000 00 42 24,360 00 ef RT oieaets 2 EB Peetous 2 3 2 1,624 00 1,024 00 
1809....; 15,360 00 9,000 00 11 24,360 60 7 I l l By i eiiew'aies| saree sist siene Pavone 3,480 00 2,194 2 
LetOisas 15.360 00 9,000 00 9 24, 360 00 1 eee aie wee ol emecace sevces D deneieeloases 94.360 00 15, 360 00 
1811....; 15,360 00 | 9,000 00 |........ 24.360 00 7a CAR 1 ie Creare 1 5 2 1,432 94 | 903 5: 


1808.... 15, 360 00 


GO 


we 





1812...) 31,520 00) | #141, 824 82, nt Poort eee Bip ie hcceenleeec PP ilevancslt *4 3 © Te access 1,854 12 

1SIShecs| “SUSS20100'l | cee cove Sesict 95 || 481,774 56 “Eee ee OTN TR CREAM OPE Op Dene ae | 5,474 71 | 31,520 00 

SEE. .| SiO OTT hicevcesscccs f] BBB | [ scacvasecees a Bh evvscs eee Tey) ee 2,927 33 

1815..... 94,820 00) 794,269 74 | Aignt|| BUGt cae ners 40 | 2 5 2 Aa oe. A eee Cu Wines 2,370 50 
——__—_|——__ —— i— = 

369,256 00 | 344,044 55 41g | 713,35056 | 4157 | 7 8 Sy eas She Gs |, SRY Sel ia dea anh ep 


* From 1812 to July 1, 1815, inelusive. 
¢ From July 1, 1815, to December 3), 1815. 
} The aggregate of this table varies from that of table B, which gives 159 names. 
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G 
STATE OF TENNESSEE. 
A resolution in relation to the Military Academy at West Point, in the State of New York. 


Whereas many of the good citizens of these United States have viewed with deep and manifest 
interest the vast appropriations of public money for the support of the Military Academy in the State of 
New York—a few young men, sons of distinguished and wealthy families, through the intervention of 
members of Congress, are educated at this institution at the expense of the great body of the American 
people, which entitle them to privileges and elevate them above their fellow-citizens who have not been 
so fortunate as to be educated under the patronage of this aristocratical institution; and whereas it is 
considered by this general assembly that such institutions are repugnant to the great and fundamental 
principles of our government, by creating a demand upon the government for a large amount of money 
to support and proteet an institution almost unknown to the people, and well calenlated in its character 
to fill all the offices in the army of the United States under the patronage of the government, to the 
exclusion of the meritorious and talented portion of the country who have not received their academical 
education at the government school; such a power is wholly unknown to the Constitution of the United 
States, and at war with those principles and maxims which should ever be held sacred by a free and 
enlightened people. Since the year 1794, when this institution was established as a corps of artillerists 
and engineers, it has gradually set up claims to government patronage by acts of Congress from time to 
time, increasing the pay, rank, and emoluments of its officers, as well as the number of cadets, until the 
year 1812, when an appropriation of twenty-five thousand dollars was made by Congress to erect 
public buildings, and procure a library, apparatus, &e., and now is supported by annual appropriations 
by the government; all of whieh is viewed as an umnecessary expenditure of the public funds: Therefore— 

1. Resolved by the general assembly of the State of Tennessee, That our senators in Congress be 
Instructed, and our representatives reauested, to oppose the passage of all laws making further appropria- 
tious for the support of said institution. 

2. Resolved, That the secretary of state cause a copy of the foregoi 
furnished each of our senators and representatives in Congress. 

BP. W. HAULING, Speaker of the House of Representatives. 
D. BURFORD, Speaker of the Senale. 


preamble and resolution to be 


ig 


Passed November 26, 18338. 


STATE OF OHIO. 


Resolutions in relation to the Military Academy at West Point, in the State of New York. 

Resolved by the general assembly of the State of Ohio, That the Military Academy heretofore established 
at West Point, in the State of New York, and supported exclusively by the funds of the general govern- 
ment, is partial in its operations, and wholly inconsistent with the spirit and genius of our hberal insti- 
tutions, 

Resolved, therefore, That said military establishment ought to be abolished, and that our senators in 
Congress be instructed, and our representatives requested, to oppose any further appropriations for the 
support of the said academy; provided, that no representative shall be considered as requested to vote 
against the known wishes of his immediate constituents. 

Resolved, That the governor of this State transmit to cach of said senators and representatives an 
authenticated copy of the foregoing resolutions. 

JOHN OU. KEITH, Speaker of the House of Representatives. 
DAVID T. DISNEY, Speaker of the Senate. 
Marcu 3, 1834. 


Wasiineton, December 28, 1836. 

Sir: In behalf of the select committee of the House of Representatives on the subject of the West 
Point Academy, [ am instructed te inquire of your department as follows: 

Ist. The names and grades of the several oflicers of the United States army who have resigned their 
commissions within the last two years, and the dates of their resignations, respectively; which of them 
graduated at West Point Academy, and the dates of their graduating, and the States from which they 
were, respectively, appointed as cadets, 

2d. What number of cadets have been appointed within two years past, their names, the dates of 
their appointments, and the States from which they were, respectively, appointed; also, what number 
have resigned or been dismissed during the same periods, the dates of their dismissals or resignations, 
respectively, and the States from which they were originally appointed, and the names of those who lave 
graduated during the same period, and how many of them have received appointment by brevet, or other- 
wise, in the army, 

3d. What number of cadets are now at the academy, and theirnames; from what States appointed, 
and the dates of their appointments. 

4th. What number of cadets appointed within two years past were on subsequent examination 
rejected, or have resigned for any cause; from what States were such cadets appointed; and by what 
hew appointments and from what States were the vacancies thus created filled. 

5th. What changes, if any, have been made in the organization, rules of conducting, or the system 
of instruction of the academy at West Point within two years past. 

An early answer as shall be convenient is desired. 

With sentiments of great consideration and respect, I have the honor to be your obedient servant, 

FRANCIS Q. J. SMITH. 

Hon. Bb. F. Burien, Seerelary of War, United States. 


VoL. Vi—12. ¢ 
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H 2. 
War Department, January 7, 1837. 
2: The accompanying reports and documents, prepared by the adjutant eveneral and the chief 


engineer, contain the information asked for in your letter of the 28th ultimo, except that required by the 
Measures for obtaining this, you will perceive, have been taken, 


Sir: 


fifth paragraph of that communication. 
and when it is received it shall be transmitted to you forthwith. 

Very respectfully, your most obedient servant, 
B. F. BUTLER, Secretary of War ad interim. 


Hon. F. O. J. Surru, of the Select Committee on the Military Academy, oR. 





H 3. 
ENGINEER Department, Washington, January 7, 1837, 

Sim: I have the honor to hand you three tabular statements, containing answers to the 2d, 3d, and 
4th questions proposed by the Hon. F. O. J. Smith, in behalf of the select committee of the House of 
Representatives on the subject of the West Point Academy, in his letter of the 28th ultimo, Question 
5, relating in part to the internal regulations of the academy—some changes may have occurred therein 
without being reported to the department; and information on this subject has been requested from the 
superintendent, which, when received, a full reply to the question will be given. 

I am, sir, your obedient servant, 
C. GRATIOT. 
Hfon. B. F. Butter, Secretary of War ad interim. 
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Statement showing “what number of cadets are now at the Military Academy, and their names, from what 
Stales appointed, and the dates of their appointment,” January 1, 1887. 


Name. From what State appointed. Date of ap- Remarks. 
pointment. 
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1 Roger Jones ..... jaebbe wane basses bowie Lieutenant colonel 4th artillery... Nov. 
2! Jesse Bean...... pose kuehess Sabeceerss Captain Ist dragoons. . pees ; Allg. 
3; Henry Whiting......... 2 00sec seve cevese Captain Ist artillery........ Sawa} PEON, 
4 Joshua Howard..... paeeeee Ses Seb eann [the ne eeeiOneus coe rwsabeubaneecnas | emis 
D | SORTS Et. ESOLINB: acsscnecessaccess sswee) Captain Gd Infantry ssciiccs esceen! SY 
6 | Truman Cross .....-.cccccsese covccces Captain 7th infantry........ oe Sept. 
7 | N. G. Wilkinson..... pes Sée suse esses sass nee asd oiclesaess Subewans a» (ouly 
8 | James L. Dawson........ 0 TS Pee ee LP SEP eer iene \pril 
9 | JeBerson Davis ..scccsvsccesces srvacnes First lieutenant Ist dragoons...... Mar. 
10 | Hush W. Mercer. .4.. 206.000 ee ee First lieutenant 2d artillery ....... Oct. 
b1 1 Z. 5. De Rims ey 2 sevcieccssoscce eccccees, First lieutenant 3d artillery ...... Aug. 
$2) SCOOT. BION ose susie cecewsnes --ee. First lieutenant 4th artillery ...... Feb. 
LS Re OPRTIO FAS i SISO ink osu sienbauwse esses seus OOlcsvesce HOD Ga5 cess wens May 
14 | Wathaniel S. Hartis.. cascksccssnccces .. First lieutenant 3d infantry ....... Sept. 
15 | Anthony Drane.......ceccecsse ooo coves First lieutenant Sth infantry ..... Aug. 
16 | John L. Watson. ...cccecee pabaases eee. Second lieutenant lst dragoons... Sept. 
LZ | David B..Marris ...csecceessce cocccosese SECON lieutenant Ist artillery .... Mar. 
18 | Henry E. Prentiss.... 2... eecccces eseeee Second lieutenant 2d artillery..... July 
19 | Joseph C. Vance 2.2000 ccccee pebsinee wes | >Se mee ALD) seo oven U0. as, wsasay | WGC: 
BO} Ts S WMKINGONS oes casi0s0s ee yeu eer ee Wi cawasenen MG Sennceses April 
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25 Stephen B. Legate...... manos eevccee . Second lieutenant 3d intantry .... Oct. 
26 Frederick Wilkinson ......... ‘seu eean Second lieutenant 4th infantry .... Feb. 
27 | Moses Scott . ...<00 0000000 cosceccees) SecOnd lieutenant Sth infantry....' Oct. 
28 A. G. Edwards ...... esses evccce eoosee Brevet 2d lieutenant Ist dragoons. July 
Pt DORGE AE: WHE cps sees kecuaveesschee |snns.cens GG sis, acetOiosecanesoen teu 
30 | James N. Ellis.....ccccees seve hee erees Brevet 2d lieutenant Ist artillery .. . 
31 | Richard Henderson ...........eeeeeee0., Brevet 2d lheutenant 2d artillery ..' .... 
ot BN Rat EPLOW TE) cs eecwess ween coccccccccss| Hrevet 2d lieutenant 3d artillery...' cco 
33 Herman Haupt ..... Ssueebeshuw esscceee, Brevet 2d lieutenant 3d infantry... ..... 
34 | Eustace Robinson..... ..0.00. eeeeeeeee Brevet 2d lieutenant 4th infantry... July 
35 | Goode Bryan ........ psebsaesesececes! DreEVet ca lieutenant oth infantry...|...0. 
36 | Henry M. Naglee .......0000 SSbweseEENisona: GSO sas ewe sear GO. swe cocees) JUly 


37 | Lucius Bradbury .........eeeeeeeeee06. Brevet 2d lieutenant 7th infantry.. 


38 | Thomas 8S. Bryant ..... cece. s¥0%eseee) SASSISCONE-BUEBCON.52055.<- . 
oo | James GB. Sullivan ...sccccossves Sy) ee yo BOcsosunasees csadekessene 
40 Benjamin R. Hogan............000 babs} shaersies 1G. is wcscscesic so ioe aeemae 
41 | Lucius O'Brien......cccces sb ebaie sie os [aw ae hae GU sens esse 

1 | Henry Dodge ..... ccaneaewe pe hmiiokinn Colonel Ist dragoons ..... as 
2} Duncan 1. ClNch ....000sscs0 Ty Colonel] 4th infantry ......sceeeees 
3 | Andrew Talcott ......css0» cocccevceees Captain corps of engineers ....00.- 
By ROUCr B. PAOW siciiccinvescwsees seene,}) OMDB OF OFANANCE wsceces ceases 
5, David Hunter..... pbadesebbed anes enebsn] TAPIA SSUGLACOONS .ccs0es chasse 


Captain Ist artillery........00 eee. 


Captain 2d artillery. ....c.seeeteee 


April 
Dee 
Jan. 
Mar. 
Aug. 
May 


din the years 1835 and 1836 respectively, with 


wales of the Military Academy, with the dates 


of graduating or ther first appoimtment in the anny, and the designation of States or Territories from 


Date of Graduates ofthe State appointed from 


mmission. resignation. Milit'y Acad. as eadets, 
emy, and date 


of graduating. 


17.1604 | April L285 his6.ccaxcecss 


15-2033; May S1s1689 | ocssascessaceae. 
BeIGIS  MOCt. ASTG8S) caccicccae erry 
6, 1833 | Dee. SLSISIS) .ciewervce cee 


15,1881 Oct. 81,1835 July 24,1818 Massachusetts. 


B7.4619 ) BERe  -ASNESS Fo can awe soa 


31,1824 June 1.1835 
30,1833 Dec. 31,1835 
11833 June 80,1835 
10,1834 April 80,1855 
30.1825 Dec. 13,1835 
9.1832 Dee. 31,1835 
30.1832 Jan. 31.1835 
11,1829 May 31,1835 
20,1828 Nov. 25,1835 
19.1883 June 80,1835 
6.1834 Aug. 31, 1835 
1,1831 Sept. 10,1835 
31.1833 Oct. 31, 1835 
30,1834 Feb. 28,1835 
1.1826 Aug. 31,1835 


1.1827 Dee. 31,1835 


1.1829) June 30,1835 


21.1833) Aug. 31.1835 





1,1833 Aug. 31,1835 
1,1832 May 2,183 
1,1835 Dee. 5,1835 


do. .... Oct. 19,1835 


S80. wos | MOVs QBLIKSS 


do. ...., Dec. 31,1835 
do . Sept. 30.1835 


1.1834 June 11,183: 


.do. .... April 30, 1835 


1,1&35 Dec. 31,1835 
M0 ssax| OCt.. T8655 
5.1825 Dec. 31,1835 
DHLGLY | veewesMOs wax 
13.1532 April 30,1835 
do, ...., Dee. 31,1835 
41,1833 July 4 


20,1819 Sept. 21. 





13,1836 Oct. 31,1836 
4.1233 July 4.1836 
6, 1836 Sept. 30,1836 
13,1820. Dee. 31, 1836 | 


Se eeee eens eeeees 


July 1, 1828 


Se Tes rey ee 


July 1,1819 


July J, 1824 


eee. Pe ee 


July 1, 1825 
July 1,1S24 


July 1, 1833 
July 1, 1831 
July 1, 1832 
swab aa SOs canes 
July 1, 1826 
July 1, 1827 
chee vO pene 
July ], 1829 
July 1, 1230 
July 1, 1831 


July 1, 1832 
July 1.1835 
bespeewOOscsunwis 
pes OOisesees 
Schuot elOsneeena 
séseee sO0rewses 
July 1, 1834 
eeeeeeOruaad.s 
July 1, 1835 


SE ie ery ee 


Mississippi. 
Virginia. 

New York. 
New Hainpshire. 
New York. 

New Jersey. 
Maryland, 


Virginta. 
Maine. 
Ohio. 
Alabama. 
Virginia. 
Massachusetts. 
Kentucky. 
Connecticut. 
New York. 
Do. 
New Jersey. 
Illinois. 
Alabama, 
Virginia. 
Tennessee, 
New York. 
Pennsylvania. 
Virginia. 
Georgia, 
Pennsylvania. 
Maine. 


Sere tere weer eens 


July 24,1818 
Jnuiyv 1, 1824 
July 1, 1822 


July 1, 1821 


ee ee 


Connecticut. 
New Hampshire. 
Distriet of Columbia. 


Massachusetts. 














1837. | 


8 

9 
10 
11 
12 
13 
14 
15 
16 
ne 
18 
19 


43 


~ 


— 


Names. 


Felix Ansalt. ..ccccccoes 
Charles M. Thruston, .....eseeee 

Yharles Ward ..... iste 
Henry A. Thompson....... 
William Me BOYCEs ccccce sceciccces 
Seth M. Johnson .... 
James Dean ..... eee. 
William Martin...... 
Thomas Hunt.... .ccceeccveccces 
Joseph M. Baxley..... 
William E. Cruger, 02.2 ccsccccecceccces 
Zalmon C, Palmer. ...+-. 
Henry Smith..... eevee 
Jason ROPeElLS voce ccrcssee sce. 
Nicholas Tillinghast. .... 
Thompson S. Brown... 
Lancaster P. Lupton... 
Charles F. M. Noland .... .ccccees covcee 
J. W. Shaumburg .00. cose cee 


Gaines P. Kingsbury .... 


John Farley .... 


John McClellan ..ce wees cece 
R. C. Tilghman... ccce coos cece secs cevsicccs 
Edmund French ..... 
John W. Barry ...... petals Reece: 
Henry W. Fitzhugh........... 


Francis L. Dancy.... 


Joseph L. Locke. ....0000 . 00. coee 
A, A. Humphreys ......- 
George W. Ward 2.00.20. 0000 sees 


Robert P. Smith ,.... 


Francis N. Barbarin. . 


George §. Greene .... 


Edward B. White........ 
W.. RB. MeKee ...cce ces 


Horace: BliGS.c<ccsee. 


Alfred Beckley ...e cove cecessccseeees 
William F. HOopkins........ cee. cece cee cece cues 
Thomas J. Cram. ....ees-- 


COIs oslia secon ics 


James Barnes..... 


TBs W SlOCKION  oiaicc0050'5 500 seo 
Jonathan K. Greenough ...- 
Joseph S. Gallagher... secevces 
William Bloodgood ..... 00.000 
Richard W, Colcoek o.cciciss .c00 cas nee 


Elias Phillips. ....eee 


Francis D. Neweomb...... 
Timothy Paige. ....... 


Sidarrtiet Rs AISEGH ae ons cis ave see's wees ol <kioe sear cceas 


Washington Hood.... 


John M. Berrien .sece .ee- 
Alexander J. Center ..... 
William W. Mather...... 
George W. CasSeceecoccee 
W.H. C. Bartlett...... 
Roswell Park ......0.. 
Albert M. Then 2.00. ceca 
Lloyd Tilghman........ 
George W. Turner......... 
Wg Es POUCH oatonisi a's wisicisesia:sie 
Lor. Sitgreaves.... 2000. 
Francis H. Smith, o. oe. 
' Thomas A. Morris ... 
CR. PP, AUER. cess Ae 
| Arnoldus V. Brumby.......+. 
| Me Churchill acceciee 
Alexander P. Crittenden............ 


Ward B. Burnett..... 


William T. Stockton. 


| Charles J. Whiting......... 


George M. Legate..... 


David P. De Witt.... 


George Fetterman.... 


| Francis VintOn 2... 62. sees eeee eeee eres C 
| Tohn Hs Allen: «..<%0c0000. 


Vo, Vi 


MILITARY 


Rank and regiment, 


Captain 3d artillery. cs... .eee 
Captain 4th artillery........ 
Captain Ist infantry..... 
Captain 2d infantry, ....... 
Captain 3d infantry ..cececeeseees 
Captain 4th infantry...... 


Captain Sth infantry.......... 


BOE Oe dipiot'sereis 8¢0rGceceePoccses 


Captain 6th infantry........ 


Captain: ity intantry.:..... scss.ccees 
First lieutenant corps of engineers. 


First lieutenant Ist dragoons. 


First lieutenant Ist artillery 


First heutenant 2d artillery..... 


First lieutenant 3d artillery ....... 


Fee MO ose cteves OO 


First lieutenant 4th artillery ...... 


2d infantry ...... 


3d infantry ......- 


First lieutenant 4th infantry 


First lieutenant Sth infantry ...... 
OC URS Er ear eels 
First lieutenant 7th infantry ...... 
Second lieutenant corps of engin’rs 


Second lieutenant Ist dragoons... 


Second lieutenant Ist artillery .... 


Second lieutenant 2d artillery... 


Second lieutenant 3d artillery 


Dies aeaie newb arectO cowiele@ale ns tee vieaiewciets 


Date of 
commission. 


Nov. 28,1819 
Feb. 17,1827 
June 27,1836 
Aug. 31,1836 
Oct. 25, 1835 
Sept. 13,1831 
Oct. 4,1827 
Dec. 28,1835 
Sept. 27,1824 
Mar. 4, 183° 


Oct. 1,1833 | 


Feb. 15, 1826 
July 7,1826 
Aug. 30, 1828 
July = 1.1835 
May 15,1835 
Mar. 4,183 
Sept. 19,1833 
Mar. 1,1836 
July 4, 1836 
Aug. 1,1832 
Sept. 30, 1833 
Oct. 23,1834 


Feb. 25,1835 


Dec. 31,1835, 


April 20,1818 
Nov. 3,1832 
Noy. 17,1831 
Aug. 16, 1836 
Sept. 11.1836 
Sept. 30,1836 


‘eb. 28,1897 


May 31,1829 
Dec. 1.1835 
Aug. 13,1836 
Dee. 31, 1897 
July 31,1831 
Sept. 14,1834 
April 10,1835 
Dee. 31,1835 
June 27,1836 
Mar. 4, 1833 
Dec. 10,1834 
Feb. 2, 1830 
Dec. 28,1832 
May 31,1835 
Mar. 30,1831 
April 4, 1832 
Mar. 4,1833 
Nov. 28, 1835 
Dee. 28,1835 
Dee. 31,1830 
Dee. 31, 1834 
Dec. 4,1834 
Dec. 3,1835 
July 1,1826 
July 1,1831 
Mar. 4,1833 
July 4, 1836 
July 11,1831 


Sept. 30,1833 


i ave ace RRUNE rota 


Nov. 30, 1833 
Feb. 25, 1835 
April 6, 1835 
Dee. 31,1835 
July = 1,1836 
July 31, 1886 
April 1,188 

Dec. 1,1834 
Sept. 10,1835 
Oct. 31,1835 
July  1,1836 
July 1.1827 


. July 1, 1830 


Dec. 28, 1835 
Dec. 31,1835 


ACADEMY. 


Date of 
resignation, 


Aug. 


Sept. 2 


Oct. 


| April 


Oct. 
Dee. 
Nov. 
July 


July 
Oct. 
Feb. 
Nov. 
Mar. 
Vay 
Nov. 
June 
Sept. 
Aug. 
Scpt. 
Dec. 
Sept 
June 
Aug. 
Sept. 
June 
Oct. 
June 
Sept. 
Aug. 
July 
Nov. 
Dec. 
June 
Dec. 
April 
Jan. 
Sept. 
Mar. 
Jan. 
Aug. 
Dec. 
Aug. 
Oct. 
April 
Sept. 
May 
Sept. 


June 


Sept. 


Aug. 
May 
April 
July 
June 
Nov. 


Sept. 


July 
May 


April 1, 1836 


Oct. 
May 
Aug. 
June 
Oct. 


105 


2.— List of officers of the army whose resignations have been accepted, d&e.—Continued. 


Milit’y Acad- 
emy, and date 


of graduating. | 


July 1, 1822 


March 2,1815 
July 1,182] 
July 1, 1824 
July 1, 1825 
July 1, 1829 


July 1, 1832 
July 1, 1823 
July 1, 1826 
July 1, 1828 
cocees OOS casnas 


July 1, 1830 
July 21,1814 


July 1, 1826 
July 1, 1828 
July 1, 1831 
July 1, 1832 
sivieeere OS -e0e 


July 1, 1820 


July 1, 1823 


July 1, 1826 
July 1, 1829 
July 1, 1822 


July 1, 1823 
July 1.1825 
July 1, 1826 
anal er cee 
July 1, 1829 


July 1, 1827 


genet tdOtoacecs 


July 1, 1824 
July 1, 1826 
July 1, 1823 
July 1, 1824 


O's casees 
July 1, 1825 
July 1, 1827 
July 1, 1826 
July 1, 1827 


July 1, 1828 
July 1, 1832 
July 1, 1826 
July 1, 1831 
seae's MOR scene: 
July 1, 1836 
July 1, 183 

July 1, 1832 
cceccehO . veeces 
July 1, 1833 
July 1, 1834 
00.0.0. cccces 
July 1, 1835 
July 1, 1836 
00000 . cece. 
July 1, 1832 
July 1, 1834 
July 1, 1835 
eocee GOs coone. 
July 1, 1836 
July 1, 1827 
July 1, 1830 
July 1, 1833 
July 1, 1835 


Graduates of the | State appointed from 


as cadets. 


Pennsylvania. 


New York, 
Do. 

Massachusetts. 

New York. 
Do. 


Ohio. 

Michigan Territory. 
Pennsylvania. 
Maryland. 
Connecticut. 
Kentucky. 
District of Columbia. 
North Carolina. 
Maine. 
Pennsylvania. 
Massachusetts. 
Mississippi. 
New York. 
Rhode Island. 
South Carolina. 
Kentucky. 

New Hampshire. 
Kentucky. 
Conneciicut. 
New Hampshire. 
Pennsylvania. 
Massachusetts. 
New York. 


Massachusetts. 


New York. 
South Carolina. 
New Jersey. 
Massachusetts. 
New Hampshire. 
Massachusetts. 
Pennsylvania. 
Do. 
New York. 
Connecticut. 
Vhio. 
Missouri. 
New York. 
Tennessee. 
Maryland. 
Virginia. 
Vermont. 
Pennsylvania. 
Virginia, 
Indiana. 
Maryland. 
North Carolina, 
Massachusetts, 
Kentucky. 
Pennsylvania, 
Do. 
Maine. 
New York. 
Do. 
Pennsylvania. 
Rhode Island. 
New York, 
Pennsylvania. 








I 2. 





MILITARY 


AFFAIRS. 


List of officers of the army whose resignations have been 


Date of com- 


No Names. Rank and regiment. 
| mission, 
~ ee ee ee cS = a = pase Sk 
85 | William B. Wallace ....... sees os cose Second lieutenant 3d artillery ....) July — 1, 1836 
86 | Thomas J. Lee .... e020 sees Second lieutenant 4th artillery.... July = 1,1830 
87 | WU ibn Ss BOOTY oon Ss ioc haan se |nesiees MO + os0:000 se. 0:0 cossssiualy 1,163 
88 | Benjamin S. Ewell ......000csessceecees| oer ees Piccckdseud Diiscecuees July 1.1832 
9 | Alfred RISO Ga uswenssackeeeay.s..ccbbesealiaenn eee ele GO: ccewasaee Sept. 14, 1834 
DP nee AE MAIN Goce ceas csasiss oescnbeesd coeinase GOs cise esenn dO . .crcceces- April 19,1835 
91 | WV itlinmn BS APVIN. sere seen ses 35s5o00ss SD eee scserO cooe-| July 31, 1836 
D2 4 eet BVO conus apis sanersos™ 505 e050 Second lieutenant Ist infantry ....) Sept. 30,1833 
93 Jesse H. Leavenworth... scecccee -coee Second lieutenant 2d infantry. July = 1,1330 
94 Jacob Brown . 2. ...cccccccsccecscoves| secees dO ..cee.e0e MO sons July 21,1834 
95 | Cary Fi. Fry. .vccccess ccc eves.) Second lieutenant 3d infantry.....) Aug. 31,1835 
96 John T. Collingsworth ..... see. eee Second lieutenant Sth infantry ..., July = 1,1830 
97 | Horatio P. Vancleve .........e000 e000 SR ici eas .../ Dee. 31,1834 
98 Thomas Stockton..... 2... ees cece BU siesscuees dO 2 .ccveroee Aug. 31,1835 
99 | Thomas F. PPIRYUON 05. swe sn sec ss0% Second lieutenant 6th infantry ... | July 11,1828 
100 Rufus King... Bvt. second lieut. corps of engin’rs) July — 1, 1883 
101 | John H. Martindale .......-.....45 : Bvt. second lieut. Ist dragoons....| July 151835 
102 Henry C. Moorhead ............ . TPT Pee AO... veseseeus, july 151636 
103 Arthur B. Lansing ..... 2200-000 eres cece Bvt second lieut. Ist artillery.....)..... NOX csen 
104 | Montgomery Blair.... ......0. -2++ 00 «es. Bvt. second lieut. 2d artillery .....' July 1,.1835 
105 | Robert M. Renick............ Bvt. seeond lieut. 4th artillery..... Rae eee 
106 | William H. Price. .... .cccccccsseececees Bvt. second lieut. Ist infantry..... July 1, 1834 
107 George W. Shaw .... 2... 00-00 oe 0 leone wees dO. ... ccccce do. eos July = 151835 
108 Richard S. Smith ........ eee. eee e+eeee-| Bvt. second lieut. 2d infantry ..... July 11,1834 
TORE Pon) fy cnc: ee ee Or cc nucaoee GO. scan July = 1,1885 
210} Hush DicUeod, .... 2.65 120s csiee cece cc's Bvt. second lieut. 3d infantry ..... Sept. 18,1835 
111 Archibald Campbell .... 2... .ccccecsvces Svt. second licut 6th infantry ....) July i, 1835 
112 | Thomas P. Chiffclle.... ...ccccccees 3vi. second lieut. 7th infantry .... July 151836 
113 | Arthur P. T1Aayne, ....00cecces.s-00 +0000 Paymaster ...c..see cee eves July 4.1836 
114 | Morgan Neville.....c0.seccseee Seb isaetle ccnksus neaekbbebsnabnst auGes CO . cece 
115 | Zina Pitcher. ........ bbeSabesue cs aber s OMECON sacs cases pean seeses, wean} Rly “Eas abee 
116 | William A. Berry ........0c00 cece Assistant SUTZEON ...6 -. sees April 25,1831 
117 | S. Etting Myers... ..sccccsceees si aeee Neadanne Oiises ous cece sane -.i July 13,1832 
RECAPITULATION. 
RECAPITULATION FOR 1835. 


Licutenant colonels, 


Officers appointed from civil life... 
Offivers appointed from the Military Acad- 


CMY ..cee 


Aggregate .... 





Cee e ee reese eeeees seseer tees 


} 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


Second lieutenants. 
| Brevet second lieutenants. 


| First lieutenants. 
| Assistant surgeons. 


Date of resig- 


nation. 
Sept. 30,1836 
Aug. 31,1836 
Sept. 30, 1836 

res, || 
July 28,1836 
Sept. 11,1836 
Nov. 30, 1836 
Dec. 17,1836 
Oct. 31,1836 


July 


Oct. 


31, 1836 
31, 1836 


July 31,1836 
Sept. 11,1836 
Oct. 31,1836 
Aug. 15,1836 
Sept. 30, 1836 
Mar. 10,1836 
Sept. 30, 1836 


do. 


May 20.1836 
April 30, 1836 
Aug. 31,1836 
Oct. 31,1836 
Oct. 19,1036 
Mar. 15, 1836 
June 30,1836 
Sept. 30, 1836 
ssw GOs 265. 
Oct. 25,1336 
Oct. 18,1836 
Dec. 31,1836 
Nov. 19,1836 
Mar. 31,1836 .. 





Graduates of the 
Milit’y Acad- 
emy, and date 
of graduating. 


July 1, 1836 | 
July 1, 1830 
July 1, 1831 
July 1, 1832 
bemaeeee ~ abies 
July 1, 1833 
July 1, 1836 
July 1, 1831 
July 1, 1830 
July 1, 1832 
July 1, 1834 
July 1, 1830 
July 1, 1831 
Rembiee ID ai enisinte 
July 1, 1828 
July 1, 1833 | 
Juiy 1, 1835 
July 1, 1836 
ye sy Sie 
July 1, 1835 
Sie Os sehiew 
July 1, 1834 
July 1, 1835 
July 1, 1834 
July 1, 1835 
Sept. 18, 1835 
July 1, 1835 
July 1, 1836 





[| No. 731 


accepted, &c,—Continued. 


States appointed from 
as cadets. 


New Jersey. 
District of Columbia, 
| Maryland. 
Virginia. 
Michigan. 
Virginia. 

New Hainpshire. 
Pennsylvania. 
Vermont. 

New York. 
Kentucky. 
Tennessee. 

New Jersey. 
Delaware, 

South Carolina. 
New York. 

Do. 
Pennsylvania. 
New York. 
Kentucky. 
Virginia. 
Pennsylvania. 
Ohio. 
Pennsylvania. 
Ohio. 

Georgia. 
New York. 
South Caroliaa. 





RECAPITULATION FOR 1836, 


Officers appointed from civil life. 


Officers appointed from the Mili- 


r 

6 l 4; 12 
l 7/11 10 29 
| 7} 12; 10 4° 4l 


tary Academy ..... 


Ceeeeeeeee + 


PMAVORUES sicinwaseee 1 





ApsuTanT GENERAL’S OrFice, Washington, January 2, 1837. 


munication of the 28th ultimo 


topics embraced in that commun 
Very respectfully, your 





B. 4. 


A copy of the reply made to the communication of the academic board, 
transmitted by the superintendent, is also annexed, as illustrative of the course of the department on the 


ication, 
most obedient servant, 


B. F. BUTLER, Secretary of War ad interim. 
Hon. F. O. J. Situ, of the Select Committce on the Military Academy, H. R. 
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R. JONES, 


Adjutant General. 


War Derartuent, January 13, 183 
Sir: In conformity with the intimation in my letter of the 7th instant, I herewith transmit a report 
of the chief engineer, and the accompanying documents, in answer to the fifth paragraph of your com- 
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ENGINEER Department, Washington, January 11, 1837. 
Sir: You will find herewith a copy of a letter from the superinten lent of the Military Academy: 
together with the communications there referred to, and a copy of the regulations of the institution, fur- 
nishing the information asked by question fifth of the Hon. F. O. J. Smith’s letter of the 28th ultimo, 
which was in part replied to on the 7th instant. 
| have the honor to be, sir, your obedient servant, 
C. GRATIOT. 


Hon. B. F. Butter, Secretary of War ad interim. 





K 3. 


Unirep Srares Miuirary Acapemy, West Point, January 5, 1837. 

Str: T have had the honor to receive your letter of the 30th ultimo, asking for information necessary 
to enable the department to reply to question No. 5, proposed by the committee for investigating the 
affairs of the Military Academy. 

The question asks, first, for the changes, if any, that have taken place in the organization of the insti- 
tution within the last two years; second, for the changes in the “rules of conducting,” by which it is 
inferred the committee allude to the internal regulations of the academy; and, lastly, for the changes in 
the system of instruction within the same time. 

To which I beg leave to reply that no changes have been made in the organization within the time 
referred to; and that the only change in the regulations, in addition to those specified in the lithographed 
order, dated “ Adjutant’s office, United States Military Academy, West Point, New York, May 1, 1836,” 
and appended to the copy of the regulations herewith transmitted, to which I beg leave to refer you, are 
embraced in a regulation of the Secretary of War, dated June 27, 1836. 

It may be proper to state, in reference to this part of the inquiry, that a most important and benefi- 
cial change has, within the last year, been introduced in the practice under regulation No. 67. Formerly 
it was customary to retain at the academy cadets whose demerit on the records of delinquencies exceeded 
two hundred, till the regular examinations in January and June; whereas, at present, all such cases are at 
once brought before the academic board, to the end that they may be laid without loss of time before the 
Department of War. The reasons of this change are detailed in a communication addressed to the 
Secretary of War by the academic staff, dated on or about the 21st October, 1836, the day on which it 
was enclosed by me to your department. 

The only change in the system of instruction has been the omission of the branch of mineralogy, in 
consequence of the want of a professor. 

I have the honor to be, sir, with the highest respect, your obedient servant, 
R. E. DE RUSSEY, Lieut. Col., Supt. Military Academy. 

Brig. Gen. Cuas. Gratiot, Chief Engineer of the United States. 





K 4. 
JuNE 27, 1836. 

The following regulations, in substitution of the 108th paragraph of the Military Academy regula- 
tions, is published for the information of all concerned: 

Any cadet who shall absent himself from his room at night, between tattoo and reveille, for a longer 
time than half an hour on any one time, without leave, and shall fail to satisfy a court-martial that he did 
not absent himself for any immoral purpose; and that he did not, while so absent, go to any house of 
entertainment, or any other place withont the limits prescribed to cadets, shall be dismissed the service, 


or otherwise punished, at the discretion of a garrison court-martial, 
LEWIS CASS. 


K 5. 
Unirep States Miurary Acapemy, West Point, New York, October 20, 1836. 


Sir: It is with an unfeigned feeling of regret that the academic board find themselves called upon to 


request your action on the cases of the accompanying names of cadets, who, for an habitual neglect oi 


their duties, are recommended for dismission from this institution. In submitting these cases for your 
decision, the academic board deem it, at the same time, but a proper discharge of their duty to invite 
your attention to the regulation of the academy under which the recommendation is made, and to lay 
before you their opinions on its bearing, maturely formed after several years’ observation of its effects on 
the discipline of the corps of cadets. 

Previously to the year 1831 a record of all violations of the academy regulations by each cadet was 
regularly kept, as at present, on a delinquent roll; but no general summary of delinquencies was made 
until the final examination of the cadet, at which time the delinquent roll entered as one of the elements 
for determining the rank assigned him in his class before recommending him to the President for a com- 
mission in the army. The operation of this system was found to be, that as the consequences resulting 
from the conduct of the cadet were not immediate, and, at the worst, affected only the rank assigned him 
in his class, they were by the many totally disregarded, and served but as a slight check on the few. 
This system, therefore, after a fair trial, was abandoned, as not fully satisfying the end in view; and, in 
its place, the 67th regulation was submitted by the academic board to the Secretary of War, and received 
his sanction for the future government of the academy, . 

This regulation, so far as it has been enforced, has produced very beneficial results on the discipline 
of the cadets, and, in the opinion of the academic board, would, if strictly adhered to, fully answer the 
purposes for which it was established. Holding out to all the certainty of prompt punishment for habitual 
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bad couduet, and removing from the institution those who, if suffered to remain, would by their example 
prove highly injarious to their more orderly comrades, it is not overrating its importance to say that, 
Without its rigorous enforcement, good order and discipline cannot be maintained, 

In connexion with this subject’ the academic board would also invite your attention, sir, to the 24th 
and 92d regulations. There is no point on which opinion is more settled in this board than on the indis- 
pensable necessity of a striet enforcement also of these regulations; for experience has fally satisfied 
them that reinstatements of dismissed cadets have but in very few cases proved of benefit to the 
individuals themselves, whilst, on the mass, the example of such exceptions to the regulations has pro- 
duced effects the most unfavorable. With the chances of escape from punishment, the temptations to the 
commission of delinquencies necessarily increase; and it may be safely affirmed that the leniency extended 
for the safety of one had, in the end, caused the destruction of many, who, without the hope of such 
escape held up before them, might have persevered in a correct course 

Whatever of benefit the country at large, and the army in particular, may have derived from this 
institution, this board sincerely express the belief may be traced to its discipline. Whatever tends to 
preserve this must also tend to multiply and perpetuate those benefits; and, with its prostration, the 
institution must cease to produce those results that have thus far given it a fair claim on the patronage 
The habits and opinions acquired within the walls of the academy will be carried by its 


of the people. 
If here insubordination is suffered to creep in, the Ccousequences to the 


pupils into other walks of life. 
army are inevitable. 

Having maturely formed these opinions, after long and careful observation of these regulations on 
the well-being of the academy, the academic board would respectfully but earnestly urge upon you, sir, 
the necessity of their rigorous enforcement in all cases. 

Most respectfully submitted, 

R. E. DE RUSSEY, 
Lieut. Colonel, Supt. Military Academy, and President of the Board. 
C. BERARD, Secretary of the Board, 


The Hon. Secretary or War, 


K 6. 
War Department, November 9, 1836. 


Sir: I have had the honor to receive, through the chief engineer, the communication addressed to 
this department under date of the 20th ultimo, by the academic board, transmitting the names of certain 
cadets who, for habitual neglect of their duties, were reported for dismission from the Military Academy, 
and submitting certain observations in respect to the importance of enforcing the regulation under which 
that report was made. 

You will receive from the chief engineer official notice that the recommendation of the board in regard 
to two of the cadets named in the report has been carried into effect; and but for the resignations of the 
other two, transmitted for acceptance in your communication to General Gratiot of the 2d instant, they 
also would have been dismissed. 

The views expressed by the academic board in respect to the importance of adhering to the regula- 
tions referred to in their remarks meet my entire concurrence. It is indeed idle to expect that the signal 
benefits hitherto derived from the Military Academy can be long continued, unless the discipline estab- 
lished for the instruction and government of the cadets be faithfully observed. The connexion of the 
undersigned with the institution will be short; but whilst it shall endure he wishes it to be fully under- 
stvod by the cadets that, so far as may depend on him, the regulations will be enforced with strict impar- 
tiality and inflexible justice. This resolution is founded not only in convictions of official duty, but on 
an earnest desire to promote the usefulness and honor of the corps. That all concerned may be duly 
notified of the course which will hereafter be pursued, you will be pleased to promuigate, in orders, the 
contents of this paragraph, or so much thereof as you may think proper. 

Very respectfully, your most obedient servant, 
B. F. BUTLER, Secretary of War ad interim 


Lieut. Col. R. E. De Russry, Supt of Military Academy, West Point, N. Y. 
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ON CLAIM OF CITY OF MOBILE, ALABAMA, FOR REIMBURSEMENT OF EXPENSE OF EQUIP- 
PING TWO COMPANIES OF MOUNTED VOLUNTEERS FOR PROTECTION AGAINST THE 
CREEK INDIANS IN 1836 


COMMUNICATED TO THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES MARCH 1, 1837. 


Mr. Euisna Wrrtriesey, from the Committee of Clains, to whom was referred a bill from the Senate for 
the relief of the corporate authorities of the city of Mobile, reported: 


‘That the bill provides “that the Secretary of War be, and he is hereby, directed to cause to be audited 
the accounts of the corporate authorities of the city of Mobile, for advances of money and expenses in- 
curred in equipping, mounting, and sending to the place of rendezvous, two full companies of mounted 
men, under a call from the governor of Alabama, at the beginning of the hostilities of the Creek Indians, in 
the summer of 1836, and the amount or balance found due is hereby directed to be paid out of any moneys 
in the treasury not otherwise appropriated, as soon as the Secretary of War shall approve the same.” 
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The bill was unaccompanied with a report. The following papers were before the Senate, to wit: 
the petition of the mayor of Mobile; a copy of a resolution passed by the board of the mayor and alder- 
men of the city of Mobile on the 15th of December I: ast, authorizing the mayor to memorii alize ongress 
on the subject of this claim; a letter from ©. C. Clay, governor of Alabama, dated August 20, 1836, in- 
forming the mayor of Mobile he had no money at his disp sal to refund the advances made by the cor- 
porate authorities of Mobile; and a letter from Benjamin B. Morrell, dated August 20, 1836, addressed to 
the mayor and aldermen of Mobile, informing them he had seventy-cight horses of theirs, waiting for 
instructions from them. 

It appears, from the memorial signed by G. W. Owens, mayor of the city of Mobile, that at the com- 
mencement of hostilities with the Creek Indians, the governor of Alabama called on the county and city 
of Mobile for two companies of mounted men. The men iho bat they were not mounted, nor had 
they the means of transportation, The danger is represented to be imminent, and to avert it the city 
authorities voted, as they say, forty-five thousand dollars, which they put into the hands of disbursing 
officers, and nearly the whole amount, they say, was expended. 

They say the horses of one company were received by Captain Harding, an officer of the United 
States; and those of the other company were received by an officer of the United States at Montgomery, 
and the company sent as a guard to the emigrating Indians as far as Mobile; that the horses received 
by Captain Harding were sold at public vendue, as was supposed, on account of the United States; that 
those received at Montgomery were put at the disposal of the city authorities, and were sold at great 
sacrifice, and much expense for kee ping them, 

The expense of the war having been assumed by the general government, the memorial prays a 
remuneration of the money expended, 

The committee addressed a letter to the Secretary of War for information, aud they desired him to 
state: 

1. How many men were in each Company mentioned, 

2. How long said companies were in the service 

3. Whether in paying the men for their services they were allowed a per diem compensation of forty 
cents a day for the use of their horses. 

4. Have any of the horses been sold; if so, how many, and at what gross price, and by whose 
—— and has ie money for which they were sold been accounted for. 

Have the corporate authorities of Mobile exhibited any statement showing the manner in which 
the meres advanced by them has been disbursed, 

Papers marked A, B, C, and D, and a report from Major Cross, acting quartermaster general, and a 
report from General Towson, paymaster general, in answer to the inquiries of the comunittee, are received. 

A is a letter from Captain Harding to Major Hunt, dated August 3, 1836, then acting quartermaster 
general, informing him that the corporate authorities of Mobile had asked remuneration for advances made, 
and that they had turned the horses over to the United States; seventy of them were in his possession, 
and he asked for advice as to selling them. Bis an answer from T. Cross, then acting quartermaster 
general, dated August 17, to Captain Harding, disapproving of his having received the horses, and, after 
calling his attention to the acts of March 19 and May 23, 1836, Major Cross directed him, if he had not 
disposed of the horses, to return them to the corporation, C is a letter from Captain Harding to Major 
Cross, dated September 15, 1836, informing him that he had sold the horses on his own responsibility, 
before the receipt of Major Cross’s letter of August 17, and that he would turn over the money to the city 
authorities. D is a letter from Lieutenant Grayson to the mayor of Mobile, dated August 17, informing 
him that he had delivered the horses that belonged to Captain Milton’s company to Mr. Morrell, subject 
to the order of said mayor. : 

The report of Major Cross refers to the above documents, and says “the corporate authorities of 
Mobile have not exhibited to this office any statement showing the application of the money advanced 
by the city.” 

General Towson, in answer to the first three inquiries, reports as follows: As to Captain John Milton’s 
company, supposed to be one of the two companies, to wit: 

“1. There are eighty-six men on the roll, officers included. 

“2. The company was in service from May 28 to July 27, 1836. 

“3. In paying the men for their services, they were pi id a per diem of forty cents for the use of 
their es 

And as to the 4th and 5th inquiries, he says his office furnishes no information. 

The committee do not doubt the good intention of the city authorities in advancing the money men- 
tioned, nor the patriotic spirit that prompted the citizens to volunteer their services in defence of the 
country. 

If an agent asks his principal to refund money he has advanced, he renders his account, and shows 
how he has invested it. An adherence to that rule is necessary to protect the rights of the United States 
in conducting military operations, when the States and corporations voluntarily advance money, and put it 
into the hands of their own officers to disburse. 

It is said that the money was advanced by the city of Mobile to fit out two companies to defend the 
inhabitants in that section of the country against the hostile Creek Indians, and that it was so expended. 
There is no evidence before the committee to prove how the money has been disbursed. If the money had 
been paid into the hands of a disbursing officer of the United States authorized to receive it, the city 
authorities would not be holden to account for its disbursement, but it is different where they appoint an 
officer to disburse it. 

So far as horses were purchased, their own citizens have had the benefit of the purchase. The law 
of the United States pays a stipul: ated price to mounted volunteers where they furnish their own horses. 
In this case, forty cents per day has been paid to the volunteers from Mobile for the use of horses they 
received from the city authorities; and after such payment the United States are asked to refund to the 
same authorities the money they expended in purchasing horses, for the daily use of which their citizens 
have been paid. If the city authorities intended to look to the United States to refund the money ad vanced, 
they should have reported their proceeding to the War Department. If the horses were the property of 
the United States, and the parties had so considered, the volunteers would only have been paid for their own 
services, but now they have been paid forty cents for the use of each horse daily; and when the United 
States did not furnish forage in kind, a further allowance’of twenty-five cents per day has been made, 
making a daily allowance of sixty-five cents to each volunteer when he did not draw for forage. 
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How the residue of the money was e xpended is not known. The committee do not say the money 
should not be refunded, but they express the opinion that the memorialists should show how the money 
was disbursed before the United States make any provision for settling the claim, Until then, the com- 
mittee think no relief should be granted, and they recommend the said bill do not pass. 


L 
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STATEMENT OF THE NUMBER OF COMPANY OFFICERS OF THE ARMY IN SERVICE 
AGAINST THE CREEK AND SEMINOLE INDIANS IN) FLORIDA IN 18386; THE NUMBER 
AND RANK OF THOSE WHO RESIGNED; THE NUMBER OF COMPANIES OF THE 
SEVERAL ARMS IN SERVICE THERE DURING THAT YEAR, 


COMMUNICATED TO THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES MARCH 2, 1837. 


War Department, March 1, 1837. 


Str: In answer to two of the resolutions of the House of Representatives of the 13th ultimo, one 
calling for information respecting the officers of the army who resigned during the year 1836, and the 
other respecting “the number of companies of the different corps of the army that have been operating 
during the past year against the Creeks and Seminoles,” and the commissioned officers performing mill- 
tary duty with them, I have the honor to transmit herewith a report and tabular statements prepared by 
the adjutant general of the army. 

Very respectfully, your most obedient servant, 
B. F. BUTLER, Secretary of War ad interim 

Hon, James Kk. Poix, Speaker of the House of Representatives. 


Apsutant Generat’s Orrice, Washington, February 28, 1837. 


Sir: In obedience to your instructions, I herewith respectfully submit table A, being a statement of 
the number of captains and subalterns of the army whose resignations have been tendered and accepted 
during the year 1836, This table contains such information relative thereto as the records of this office 
ean furnish, and is rendered in such form as is supposed best to meet the requirements of the reso’ution 
of the House of Representatives of the 13th of February. 

It will be seen by this table that the resignations of 19 captains, 35 first lieutenants, 36 second 
lieutenants, and 13 brevet second lieutenants—in all, 103 captains and subalterns—have been tendered 
and accepted in 1836. It appears that 27 officers were on leave of absence; that 52 were serving with 
the army; 14 employed on civil duties under the orders of the chiefs of the engineer department and 
topographical engineers; and that 16 sent in their resignations after the orders were issued to join their 
regiments, and 5 others soon after complying with such orders. It will also be seen that 12 lieutenants 
had never joined their regiments, of whom, however, 8 were of the graduating class of 1836. 

In further obedience to your instructions, I also herewith respectfully submit table B, being state- 
ments (Nos. 1 and 2) showing the number of companies of the regular army, and the number of officers 
on duty with them, which have been operating during the year 1836 against the Seminole Indians in 
Florida, and the Creeks in Georgia and Alabama, at the several dates specified therein. 

The remarks annexed to statements Nos. 1 and 2 of this table (B) explain, in some degree, the cause 
of so many captains and subalterns being absent from their companies, and show that a portion of the 
officers so separated were on important military duty as staff officers, or acting staff officers, or acting 
field officers, on service with troops in the field. But I deem it proper respectfully to remark on this 
occasion that many officers were absent and employed upo. service which had but little relation to the 
army. Official reports from commanders in the field, and on various occasions, show the great deficiency 
in the complement of company officers for service in the field during the military operations of the last 
year; and as illustrative of the actual wants of the service, 1 make the following extract from the official 
report of Brevet Lieutenant Colonel Pierce, dated “ Fort Heileman, Gary's Ferry, September 138, 1836,” 
to wit: 

“T cannot permit the express to depart without stating to you the miserable, deplorable situation of 
the regular troops in the Territory, as regards their efficient action in the field. There are here 11 com- 
panies of artillery; the whole present a fighting force of 110 men; and when we are entitled to 55 
officers, we have here only six for company duty.” The colonel of the Ist regiment of artillery reports, 
February 2, 1837, that “there are only seven company officers present for duty with the nine companies, (of 
the regiment,) and that not one of the oflicers attached to companies C, D, and I are present with any of 
those companies. Hence the delay and difficulty in procuring the requisite reports and returns,” &c. 
These companies are now serving in the campaign against the Seminole Indians. 

These and other official reports from commanding officers, which might be cited relative to the state 
of the service in the field, are now respectfully referred to, with no other view than in the hope that the 
competent authority may, at a proper time, direct such measures to be taken as will effectually prevent 
a recurrence of the inconvenience so injuriously felt in the army relative to the want of officers for duty 
with their companies, and which have been so frequently mentioned by commanders in the field and 
elsewhere. 

tespectfully submitted. 

R. JONES, Adjutant General. 

Hon. B. F. Butter, Secretary of War ad interim. 
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AFFAIRS. 


| No. 733, 


MILITARY 





B No. i. 


Detailed statement of the number of COMPANiCs of the several regiments of the regular army operating against 
the Seminole Indians in 1836, for the months of March, June, September, and December, showing the 
number and grade of the commissioned officers serving with them ; taken from the muster-rolls and returns 
on file in the Adjutant General's office. 


j 


les 














L 
as 
es 
Z TE 
f. = = &% 
L v7) = oa. 
Regiments. = S 5 Zz Remarks. 
ey e . :* 
) = = = 0 
= x zi = | Bs 
+ 3 = ea Bess 
= 3S ~ = | eae 
~ > i=) vs YS 
2 2 =~ Y eS ae 
A oO < w - 
Palit WOIIENTO! GIAPOONE s6 <.o koe ose n nonce seciel yn ee I 2 j.....-| 8 | Detachment. 
First regiment of artillery........ Fee See eee arom aie $ 6 2 | t | 18 | 
Second regiment of artillery...... .............- T 5) 3 6 14 
etre PETE OF MEUIONG ois ciecciss hs vanes s cee 5) 2 3 L. 4 6 
Ponte Pewment OF tlantry .....6% os ee ews cscs. w Fiiseus 2 4 6 
er ee eee 26 14 15 18 47 Mar. 31, 1836. 
First regiment of dragouns ................+. soles Nac vetsina elisa aes (tiewstsiaaes| Betaeieens, 
eo A eo 5 a ee S 4 2 2; & 
Second regiment of artillery..................... 7 2 | T 10 
Third regiment of artillery ................. si tee BD : tateaaties 3 2 D 
i ag rr & 3 l 6 10 








a tits ack By aarate eae «| 26 9 7 17 | 33 June 30, 1836. 











Second regiment o1 dragoons .............265. ere l : 1 
First regiment . artillery....... boRieese Nay Rae 8 6 3 1 10 
Second regiment of artillery .................65- 7 3 { 4 9 
Third regiment of artillery ........... Peery Tee - 4 l ] 2 4 
Fourth regiment of artillery ........... ae Rene 4 3 2 ] 6 
Fourth regiment of infantry ............... rae 7 ] ] 6 8 
| er (Mies cceakeemde TER 14 12 12 38 = Sept. 30, 1836. 











Second regiment of drawoous .............. 000 bes  Mieakns ] ] 2 

os rr 9 5 3 4 12 

Second regiment of artillery........ ..... cease e Veezeuws 3 5 8 

i Ee 5 eer 8 2 2 5 | 8 

Fourth regiment of artillery ............... err 7 Hy) l 2 8 

Fourth regiment of mfantry ; ...... 0... 005-0860 8 l 1 5 | 7 
ee ee eee bedarie san iles 4() 13 11 22 «46 ~=6Dee. 31, 1836. 








Remarks.—In the first three months of the year (1836) there were 9 field officers serving with the 
troops in Florida; in April, May and June, 7; in July, August, and September, 3; in October, November, 
and December, 7. 

It will be seen that in June there were serving with the 26 companies (several of which were much 
reduced in strength) 9 captains, 7 first lieutenants, and 17 second lieutenants, making 33 officers. The 
residue, to wit: 17 captains, 37 first lieutenants, 27 second lieutenants, in all 81 company officers, (deduct- 
ing several vacancies,) were absent from their respective companies, a part of whom were variously 
employed on the staff in Florida, but the greater number were absent on ordnance, engineer, and topo- 
graphical duty, Indian service, &c., and several of the number absent were on leave, being sick, &e. 

R. JONES, Adjutant General. 
Apsurant Generat’s Orrice, Washington, February 27, 1837. 
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B No. 2. 


Detailed statement of the number oF companies of the several regiments of the regular army operating against 
the Creek Indians in 1836, for the month of June, 1836, showing the number and grade of the commis- 
sioned officers serving with them. 

















¢ | &s 

3 se 

a Z = | os 

3 “ = = Ee 

= = oe = we et 

Regiments. 4 = 3s > Z = 

=I 3 5 S Es 

° FA = = z a 2 

a = = <c = o's 

re oa $ S > eo 

p a = 5 = 2” 

, é) fe BR ea) = 

eee PINS HT PTE go oii ics wie ewr ces aneres S tevaves ] 1 , 2 
Mecond repent of efiillery =... oc ees seas cieeae se cee’ - Dl tevaagalixeaae t) ) cxwas l 
pate PORONE OT BTU cnn cc ceicscaees sees -eecuses 4 4 l Dearie 6 
Fourth regiment of artillery .............. eee eee ee eee T 6 3 l 3 13 
Remon FOMUMMONE OF WTBNITY 2. oc. 5 nk cei oc cic w sedis coves 2 2 Bearer : TP? loweet 4 
OME POTION OF TTANEEY oo oi eee cin aware sdas ] D tewnaa ewes galeenen 1 
he RE RARER Ge See RKR URS ADA See 16 13 5) 6 3 27 


Remarks.—In June there were three field officers serving with the troops in the Creek nation. Of 
the 13 captains reported to be serving with the 16 companies, 5 were on higher duty as commanders of 
battalions, acting as inspectors, or performing other important duties as field officers with the troops in 
the field. The actual number of company officers, acting as such with the 16 companies, were 8 captains, 
5 first lieutenants, and 9 second lieutenants, in all, 22; leaving, after deducting two vacancies, 50 who 
were not on duty with their respective companies. The last remark, respecting absent company officers, 
in statement No. 1, is applicable also, in some degree, to the state of the service in the Creek conntry. 
(Vide remarks of statement No 1 of table B.) 
R. JONES, Adjutant General. 

ApsuTANT GENERAL’S Orricr, Washington, February 27, 1837. 
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ON CLAIM OF THE CITY OF AUGUSTA, GEORGIA, FOR REIMBURSEMENT OF MONEY AD- 
VANCED FOR THE EXPENSES OF TWO COMPANIES OF VOLUNTEERS FOR THE SUP.- 
PRESSION OF HOSTILITIES OF THE INDIANS IN FLORIDA IN 1836. 


[2p SEsston. 











COMMUNICATED TO THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES MARCH 3, 1837. 


Mr. Exisna Wuirttesry, from the Committee of Claims, to whom was referred the claim of the city of 
Augusta, Georgia, reported: 

That the claim is for money raised in said city and distributed to the volunteers that went from there 
to the defence of Florida. 

Three thousand one hundred and eighty dollars appear to have been paid to F. M. Robertson, captain 
commanding the Richmond Blues, on the 21st of October, 1836. In an affidavit made by Captain Rob- 
ertson he states that he received said sum of money, and that he paid over to the non-commissioned 
officers, musicians, and privates of the ‘“ Richmond Blues,” under his command, the sum of thirty dollars 
each; and that said money was, to the best of his knowledge and belief, applied by the said non-com- 
missioned officers, musicians, and privates, to the purchase of necessaries for the campaign in Florida. 

On the 21st day of October, 1836, the said corporative authorities advanced a sum of money (not 
named in the report) to Captain Samuel Bones, commanding the Richmond Hussars, raised in Augusta 
for the service in Florida. . 

The affidavit of Captain Bones is similar to that of Captain Robertson. 

There was paid a further sum to Captain Robertson of five hundred dollars, which he states, in his 
affidavit, was applied for necessaries. It does not appear what necessaries were purchased. If they 
were such as are allowed to the troops in the service of the United States, or if they come within the 
construction given by the Secretary of War to the act of May 28, 1836, the claims can be settled at the 
Treasury Department. If they were not such as were allowed to the troops, nor such as can be paid for 
under the act mentioned, the committee wish to know what they were, and whether they were of the 
character that the United States should allow to other troops. ; 

The committee refer to a report made by them at the present session on a bill from the Senate for 
the relief of the city of Mobile, and to a report made on the claim for the repayment of money advanced 
by the corporation of Washington and other citizens of Wilkes county, Georgia, to certain volunteers 
engaged to aid in the suppression of Indian hostilities at the south. For their views on this subject the 
following resolution is submitted: 

Resolved, That the Committee of Claims be discharged from the further consideration of the above 
claim, and that the same be laid on the table. 
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ON CLAIM OF THE CORPORATION OF WASHINGTON, WILKES COUNTY, GEORGIA, For 

REIMBURSEMENT OF ADVANCES MADE FOR THE EQUIPMENT OF CERTAIN VOLUN 
! TEERS EMPLOYED FOR THE SUPPRESSION OF INDIAN HOSTILITIES IN) FLORIDA 
i IN 1836. 


COMMUNICATED TO THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES MARCH 3, 1837, 


i Mr. Evisna Wairtresey, from the Committee of Claims, to whom was referred the claim for repayment of 
money advanced by the corporation of Washington and other citizens of Wilkes county, Georgia, 
to certain volunteers engaged to aid in the suppression of Indian hostilities at the south, reported: 


That among the papers is a subscription addressed “to the patriot and philanthropist,” and is as 
follows, to wit: 

“A number of men having united with the volunteer cavalry corps which is making up, who are 
unable to furnish them arms, with borses and accoutrements, this is therefore directed to the liberality 
of those who cannot unite in this association, and who feel an interest in behalf of their suffering fellow- 
citizens of Florida. February 22, 1836.” 

Six hundred and forty-nine dollars were subscribed for the purposes mentioned in the subscription. 
The committee have been furnished with a copy of the proceedings of the citizens of Washington, on the 
Ist of March, 1836, relative to the settlement of the accounts of Commissioners appointed to disburse 
the money contributed. It appears that the money raised, by the account of money disbursed, was 
$1,198. It appears by said account that the money was disbursed in the purchase of horses, saddles, 
bridles, blankets, and expenses in marching troops. 

There is another paper, signed by Stephen A. Johnston on behalf of the donors, addressed to 8, 
Andrews and others, a committee, by which it appears that at another place (but where it is not stated) 
there were subscribed, for the benefit of the Florida volunteers, 8408 50. 

There is no evidence that the property purchased was put into the military service of the United 
States. It is remarked, in the paper last mentioned, “that the donors did not anticipate a return of the 
money.” If corporations or persons advance money for the benetit of the United States, and do not pay 
it into the hands of known and recognized disbursing officers or agents, they should show, before such 
money is repaid, that it has been expended for the public service. If thig rule is not adhered to, it is in 
vain that Congress prescribe laws fixing the compensation to be paid for services, or the clothing or 
rations to be allowed to the United States troops or to the militia. . 

If such corporations or persons pay money into the hands of an officer, or to any person not an agent 
or disbursing officer of the United States, the United States have no control over such officer or person 
to call him to an account. If the money is paid to the militia or volunteers, or if articles of clothing 
are delivered to them and not deducted from their pay, the United States will be obliged to pay the 
money twice if they are to pay it to the corporations or persons who contribute it. No deduction can be 
made from the pay of such militia and volunteers unless proper vouchers are taken and the proper officers 
of the United States are notified of it. 

Congress passed a law at the last session, on the 28th of May, 1856, to pay to the people in the 
States of South Carolina, Georgia, and Alabama, for all advances and expenditures made in prosecuting 
the defence against Indian hostilities. The claimants should first endeavor to settle their claims at the 
treasury, and according to the principles by which other claims are settled. The following resolution is 
submitted: 

Resolved, That the Committee of Claims be discharged from the further consideration of the above 
claim, and that the same be laid on the table. 
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ANNUAL REPORT OF THE OPERATIONS AND EXPENDITURES OF THE NATIONAL ARMO- 
RIES IN 1836. 


COMMUNICATED TO THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES MARCH 3, 1837. 











War Department, March 3, 1837. 
Sir: I have the honor to transmit a report of the colonel of ordnance, which furnishes the informa- 
tion called for by the act of Congress of April 2, 1794, in reference to armories. 
Very respectfully, your most obedient servant, 
B. F. BUTLER, Secretary of War ad interim. 
Hon. James K. Pork, Speaker of the House of Representatives. 
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No. 1. 
Statement of the operations of the armory at Springfield during the year 1836. 
Dr. 

For value of public grounds, buildings, machinery, and fixtures thereto, 

and of ordnance and ordnance stores of every description on hand 
es a 6 os 0S GS he OOS ORGeNAEOLE TNE So RRO $2. 482, 637 56 

For valae of supplies received at this armory during the year: 

From Watertown arsenal, 2 000 pounds powder, at 20 cents............ 1,000 00 
From Frankford arsenal, 2,500 pounds powder, at 20 cents ............ 500 00 
From Washineton arsen: Ae 8 Harper's Ferry muskets, at $12 ........ Sere 96 00 
From Washington arsenal, 1 box for packing muskets ...............- 2 00 
3,400 dragoon sabres and scabbards, at = A ener rer RPO eRe ih ok Rules he 22, 100 00 
114 boxes 1Or sannes and SCaDDALdS, AL S2 2.00.45 i00000c00000 woe ewes 228 00 


$2 506, 563 56 





For the amount expended during the year under the appro- 


priations: 
Se ee ee ne ee ey ee . $160, 022 63 
thi gol ays obs a ex coo ou er seas beac 988 75 
Jet Ieee 
Tent SAMI BE SPARC . 0... cece ccc nec cee ws cerenens 20, 954 04 + 
AerrOnel MAMCRINETY Ai TXIUTES ... «oo c ecc ik ccnes cans eneecwses 4 48) 19 
Repairing and renewing fences ............ Seer eee Pe ee ee - 202 29 
Finishing gun-racks in new arsenal. ......... ee ee ee ee ee 1,780 57 
Building new pay office, with model room .............cccceccececees 155 89 
Difference in the cost of 13,000 muskets (manufactured in 1885) and 
their appraised value December 31, 1836.............. 200 eee dies 13,910 00 ‘ 





200,517 79 





G 


2, 707, O81 35 


? 








Or. 


By amount expended on buildings, and fixtures thereto, machinery, &c., 








I I eg ox ion 6 Kier Geko e eho HEe NK Kewanee Ae ee eee 27,579 91 
By amount of articles fabricated during the year: 
13,500 muskets, complete, at $11 O07.4...... rere er ret ere eer ere 149, 501 09 
PRES WORE WITIVEES, BE SD CONE ocd ce ceseeerncsee ceseuss ie dene naie 1,073 12 
10,440 wipers, at 13 cents..... PRK ae (i SeeheNse ee ask KsNae> 1,357 20 
Sit Morin Vites, Ut DS Conte. ..2.. 2... cee cee sata we er erer Tere 73 85 
ee re ee 140 00 
By amount of work done at the military store not incidental to the manu- 
TO OE I is io ses ee eee denn eC er eee ee ei enmaed ieee 346 79 
180, O71 96 
By amount of articles issued during the year: 
10,045 muskets, complete, at $12......... ere eT ee ree See Tere 120, 540 00 
10,035 ecrew-drivers, at T cents. ..5 0.280 cc wees ey ee ee 701 75 
10,025 wipers, at 13 cents..... cesiioanweaie Sey Sey ere ne eee ees 1, 303 25 
10,000 Tint caps, at 1 cent............. ciate se elec eae ee ee eres 100 00 
1,003 ball-screws, at 15 cents..... Miweeeigiaas GAdCEDRSARES NEA AEES 150 45 
1,003 epring Vices, at 35 cents ... 2.06. 2.6 e000. a eee ree veer 351 05 
502 boxes for packing ditto, at $2...... +eCNeRN ERED error rere ee eT 1, 004 00 
1,000 pounds musket balls, at 6 cents.......... ag eae me pake ve ae’ 60 00 
200 pounds rifle balls......... errs exicowe Lio eeanskeabkiaweece ces 12 00 
1,100 pounds musket powder, at 25 cents. . 2. .0...ccsccceesccsccccces 275 00 
2,457 dragoon sabres, with scabbards, at $6 50....... nh cee peta eles 15, 970 50 
82 boxes for Si ee a rr errr e Tee 164 00 
1,000 artillery swords and sc abbards, at 84 2 eRe a Rika Hine a 4,250 00 
20 boxes for packing vettpguse Hooclis ugh TOT OCC ETE 40 00 
8 muskets complete, for samples, at $12................ Seer eT rere 96 00 
2 boxes for packing ditto, at $1 15.......... ee ee eee ee ee eee 2 30 
145, 020 30 i 


Total value of public grounds, buildings, machinery, or other fixtures thereto, and of ord- 
nance and ordnance stores of every description on hand December 31, 1836........ 2, 381, 995 09 





107, 087 35 


haa 





tne 





GEORGE BOMFORD, Colonel of Ordnance. 


ne ea ee 
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No, 2 


Statement of the operations of the armory at Harper's Ferry during the year 1836. 


Dr. 

For value of component parts of arms on hand January 1, [886.020.0000 6. eee . 
For unwronent materials on hand January 1, 1836...............05...0.. cbse sosecves 
For amount expended during the year for all purposes by paymasters....... $195, 8387 12 
Ts ghee Pee ng gk hwL RRR KRY SEMEL KEE OREE DE MAREE WR 3, O74 66 
NE SO oo cy 6d d)0 be Kiko OLR E RANE EW ORDERS Kee KR E DACRE REO 
For value of supplies received during the year from the Pikesville arsenal, 

20,000 musket flints, at $2 50 per thousand.....................0008- 50 00 


796 92 
500 OO 


From the Washington arsenal, powder, lead, cartridges, accoutrements, &ec.. 
From the Frankford arsenal, 2,500 pounds of powder, at 20 cents per pound... 


Cr. 
By amount expended under special appropriation for completion of machinery 
4,563 29 


OTT eer Ce Cee TTT ETT EET Tere TTT eT eee 
By amount expended for new improved machinery. ..... 6.06.62. e eee ee eens a7) 49 
By amount expended for completing new water-wheels............ 0.660065 301 52 
By amount expended for new drill-shop at rifle factory ..... Meas env hawees S403 
By amount expended for the purchase of private dwelling-houses..... 2.2... 3, 298 00 





By amount expended under appropriations for national armories: 


POF PETMRBENE TMPPOVENICNIA s 6 6iss5 oo sc ncecs cv eas reese eee esscwss eens 6, 736 25 
For permanent improvements at tilt-hammer shop, (special) .............45. 2,453 49 
ete ree ee ee ee 2,292 88 
EI Oe PETE ROTO ET ETE CRE Te ee eee eer ere eT ee er ee 4,989 28 
ee ee Ee, COMNIINC. BE BER SF iee osc ce wesen sees saab ava semewe's's 107.364 “(d 
| eee ee ee Te eee ee ee eee ee ere 100 00 
By amount expended in the manufacture of Hall’s rifle... 00... .... 0.00008. 37, 033 24 
By value of unwrought materials on hand December 31, 1836.......... ve 76, 0OT 25 
By value of component parts December 31, 1836........ 0... .... cece eens 46, 753 96 
By amount of articles issued to arsenals during the year: 
SE NN UOMO 6 i eh be toda bwin dune ovens owen iaawnrins eer ree 985 20 
| ee rrr Torre rT ore eT TC eer Tr eT D1 25 
Allegheny arsenal........... PERE CC eee TET ee fe ee eT eer eee ere Te 10 65 
Washington arsenal..... LURES CEE EE KAERER REST AO RANE Ses 5k hee Vas 2 50 
Oe pe ee ere re er eee Se cnlnsredes 114 99 
OTE ee eee ee APEC CLERC OS RS DT 76 
NN I eT eee Te TET ere ee er ee errr Te 49 35 


‘No. 736, 


43 
30 


2, 196 
7, 689 


99 


9 592 33 


160, 969 89 


122, 761 19 


1, 271 70 





294,595 11 





GEORGE BOMFORD, Colonel of Ordnance. 





No. 3. 


Statement of the operations of the Hall rifle factory during the year 1836. 


Dr. 
To value of component parts of arms on hand January 1, 1836............. $41,510 92 
To value of unwrought materials January 1, 18386.............. ccc ee eens , 694 02 
To amount expended during the year, comprising all payments made, exclusive 
of the articles charged, at the military storekeeper’s office............. 28,673 35 
From which deduct rents received.............-cecceceees Peieee wees 151 58 
To amount of articles received from military storekeeper...... ETT ee eee eee 
Cr. 
By amount expended in permanent improvements .............- saveemue eer eeeeenes 
By amount of unwrought materials delivered to the military storekeeper 
EI cc ee UU ieee dees wba beesinn ed Uw eee kins oe taes ; T17 45 
By amount of component parts of rifles, &c., (unserviceable,) delivered to 
ee NC NEUEN 6 iis oid wiweekdenwers¥evncoeseavvwses 76 55 


ca ee 





$43 164 94 


28,541 TT 
10,158 03 


81, 864 74 





| 


io 
) 

> 
eo 
cr 


794 00 
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By amount of rifles and equipments delivered into arsenal: 


1,809 rifles, I aig clk ESE RRS RRS &% ww aR Skuse $27,569 16 
1, '518 bayonets, es a leg ae odds op Gn Ce oh whe iw a aR 1, 776 06 
] 770 Re Me Ry | a re 141 60 
1,770 i sniacs gr P alin ic vargas chl ROE ROR RR CT TEC E Tee nas 3594 00 
S77 Wallet shoutes, ut 40 conte cach. 2... on ccc ccc can cccecccccees eee 70 80 
3.000 flasks, complete, with belts, at $1 25 each... ........00.. bait, fey Bi caratcews 3, 750 00 
Ee 46 02 
————_—._ $33, TOT 64 
By amount expended in making two carbines, and one model musket, complete. ........... 509 14 
By amount of component parts on hand December 31, 1836........0.....0. 36, 905 25 
By amount of materials, (mserviceable) .......... 0008. DE ey ae ee ee 43 95 


GEORGE BOMFORD, Colonel of Ordnance. 


24rn Concress. | No. 737. [2p Session. 


LIST OF OFFICERS OF THE ARMY EMPLOYED UPON DUTY WHICH SEPARATED THEM 
FROM THEIR REGIMENTS OR CORPS DURING THE YEAR 1836. 


COMMUNICATED TO THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES MARCH 3, 1837 


War Department, March 3, 1837. 


Sir: [I have the honor to transmit herewith, in answer to a resolution of the House of iesaneanaaies 
of the 13th ultimo, a report and detailed statement prepared by the adjutant general of the army in rela- 
tion to the officers of the army who, during the year 1836, were employed on business which separated 
them from their respective regiments or corps. 

Very respectfully, your most obedieut servant, 
B. F. BUTLER, Secretary of War ad interim. 

Ifon. James Kk. Poix, Speaker of the House of Representatives. 


ApsuTant GENERAL’s Orricr, Washington, March 3, 1837. 


Str: In obedience to your instructions, I herewith respectfully submit a statement, being a list of the 
several officers of the army who, in the year 1836, were so employed as to separate them from their regi- 
ments or corps. The statement is prepared with a view to furnish all the information relative to the 
subject of inquiry embraced in a resolution of the House of Representatives of February 13, 1837. 

It will be seen that there were 123 officers of the line on various detached service, (without including 
seven aides-de -camp, twenty assistant quartermasters, five officers of the commissary’s department, in the 
total, thirty-two,) who, being on the staff, were e mploy ed in their appropriate duties with the army. The 
officers on the rec ruiting service are also omitted, to wit: two field officers, thirteen captains, and thirteen 
subalterns; total, twenty-cight. Of the above-mentioned 123 officers of the line, detached from their 
regiments and companies, ove was of the rank of major, fifteen of captain, .07 of lieutenant; of whom 
forty-five were in the enginecr department, including twenty appropriately and usefully employed at the 
Military Academy, twenty-five also usefully employed in the ordnance department, thirty-two in the 
topographical engineer department, twelve in the Indian department, two in the Adjutant General’s 
office, as assistants to the adjutant general, two in the Commissary General’s office, one in the War 
Department, one at the headquarters of the army, and three on other special duty. The whole number of 
officers thus separated from their regiments and corps may be thus classed: thirty-two on the staff, 
twenty-eight on the recruiting service, and 123 on various detached service, as seen in the specifications 
set opposite to their names, of the kind of duty in which they were respectively employed; making an 
ageregate of 183. Acc ording to the official report of October 7, 1836, prepared by order of the President, 
the number of officers of the line of every grade then absent from their regiments and corps from every 
cause, sickness and leave of absence included, was about 240, as ascertained from the latest returns 
received at the time. 

As the nature of the service of the several officers of the line of the army detailed for duty which 
separates them from their regiments is generally only known at this office by the official designation of 
“engineer duty,” “ topogi raphical duty,” “ordnance duty,” “Indian duty,” &c., the specification of the 
particular service or business on which the respective officers so de tailed may be variously engaged, of 
course, can be best obtained from the chiefs of the several departments under whose instructions they 
may be specially employed. Accordingly, the specifications of the “kind of employment” or business in 
which the several officers detached from their respective companies in the year 1836 have been engaged, 
“the time and places where employed,” and the other particular information required by the terms ‘of the 
resolution as expressed in the heading of columns 6, 7, 8, 9, and 10 of this table, have, to the extent 
furnished, been supplied by the heads of the other bureaus of the War Department, with but few 
exceptions. 

Respectfully submitted. 
R. JONES, Adjutant General. 


Hon. B F. Butter, Secretary of War ad interim. 
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1837.] MILITARY COURTS OF INQUIRY. 125 





24TH Concress. | No. 738. [2p Session. 


PROCEEDINGS OF MILITARY COURTS OF INQUIRY ON THE OPERATIONS OF THE ARMY 
UNDER COMMAND OF MAJOR GENERAL SCOTT AND MAJOR GENERAL GAINES, AND 
ON THE COURSE PURSUED BY THOSE OFFICERS RESPECTIVELY. 


COMMUNICATED TO THE SENATE MARCH 3, 1837. 


Proceedings of the military court of inquiry in the case of Major General Scott and Major General Gaines. 
[Printed in pursuance of a resolution of the Senate of March 3, 1837 ] 


In Senate or tar Unirep States, March 3, 1837. 


Resolved, That the President of the United States be requested, as soon as he shall have acted finally 
on the proceedings of the military court of inquiry lately held at Frederick, in Maryland, to transmit a copy 
thereof to the Senate, or to the Secretary of the Senate if the Senate be not in session, and that the 
Secretary cause the same to be printed without delay, and transmitted to the senators respectively. 


Apsutant Generat’s Orrice, Washington, March 29, 1837. 

Sm: I herewith transmit, by instruction of the Secretary of War, the proceedings of the court of 
inquiry lately held at Frederick, in Maryland, in compliance with the resolution of the Senate of the United 
States of March 38, 1837. 

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 


_ 


t. JONES, Adjutant General. 
Assury Dickrns, Esq., Secretary of the Senate of the United States. 


MEMORANDA OF DOCUMENTS SENT. 
Major General Scott's case. 
PART FIRST. 


No. 1. “ Proceedings of a court of inquiry in the case of Ilajor General Scott.” 
[“ Failure of the Florida campaign in 1836.” } 


PART SECOND. 


No. 2. “Proceedings of a court of inquiry in the case of Major General Scott.” 
[“ Delay in opening and prosecuting the Creek campaign.” | 
“Major General Scott’s address, or summary of evidence taken in his case.” 


Major General Gaines’s case. 


No. 3. “ Proceedings of a court of inquiry in the case of Major General Gaines.” 
: Pee re a ce aer ; Y : s : ‘ a 

“Defence of Major General E. P. Gaines before the court of inquiry, of which Major General Macomb 
is President.” 


No. 4. “ Proceedings of a court of inquiry in reference to publications of officers of the army.” 


No. 1. 


Proceedings of a court of inquiry in the case of Major General Svolt.—Failure of the Florida campaign in 
1836. Part first. 


LIST OF DOCUMENTS. 


A. General Gaines’s objections to the court, October 30, 1836. 

B. General Gaines to the court of inquiry, January 7, 1837. 

No General Scott to the Adjutant General, July 20, 1836. 

. General Scott to the Adjutant General, Angust 2, 1836. 

General Scott to the Adjutant General, October 18, 1836. 

Secretary of War to General Scott, January 21, 1836. 

. General Call to the President of the United States, December 22, 1835. 
. General Call to the President of the United States, January 9, 1836. 


Son me Oo tO 
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Colonel Fitzpatrick to General Call, January 8, 1836. 

Governor Eaton to Secretary of War, January 9, 1836, 

General Call to Governor Eaton, January &, 1836. 

General Call to Governor Eaton, January 8, 1836, 

Secretary of War to General Clinch, January 11, 1836. 

General order No. 7, January 21, 1856. 

Secretary of War to governors of South Carolina, Georgia, Alabama, and Florida, January 
21, 1836. 

General order No, 9, January 25, 1836. 

Secretary of War to General Scott, January 29, 1 

General Scott (per Captain Canfield) to Adjutant General, January 

General Scott (per Captain Canficld) to Adjutant General, January 

General Scott to Adjutant General, January 31, 1836. 

Lieutenant Van Buren to General Scott, January 31, 1836. 

General Scott to Adjutant General, February 2, 1836, 

General Scott (per Lieutenant Johnson) to Adjutant General, February 3, 1836. 

General Scott to Governor McDuffie, January 29, 1836. 

General Seott to Governor MeDuftie, January 31, 1836. 

General Scott to Governor MeDuflic, February 1, 1836, 

General Scott to Governor MeDuttie, February 2, 1836. 

General Scott to Governor Schley, January 31, 1836. 

General Scott to Governor Clay, January 31, 1836. 

General Scott, to Governor Eaton, February 1, 1836. 

General Scott to Colonel Lindsay, February 2, 1836. 

Governor Eaton to General Scott, February 3, 1836. 

Secretary of War to General Scott, February 2, 1836. 

Secretary of War to Governor Schley, Febrnary 2, 1836. 

Secretary of War to General Scott, February 6, 1836. 

General Scott to Adjutant General, February 6, 1836, 

General Scott to General Eustis, February 9, 1836. 

Adjutant General to General Scott, February 10, 1836. 

General Scott to Governor Eaton, February 11, 1836, 

General Scott to Adjutant General, February 16, 1836. 

General Scott to Quartermaster and Commissary at New Orleans, February 14, 1836. 


836. 
25, 1836. 
27, 1836. 


General Scott to Quartermaster at Charleston, February 12, 1836. 

General Scott to General Clinch, February 12, 1836. 

Major Clark to General Scott, February 26, 1836. 

General Seott (per Lieutenant Van Buren) to Adjutant General, February 19, 1836. 
General Seott to Adjutant General, February 20, 1836. 

Adjutant General to General Scott, March 2, 1836. 

General Scott (per Lieutenant Van Buren) to Adjutant Gencral, February 22, 1836. 
General Scott to Adjutant General, February 26, 1836. 

General Gaines to General Clinch, February 2, 1836. 
General Gaines to General Clinch, February 22, 1836. 
General Clinch to General Scott, February 24, 1836. 
Captain McCall to General Clinch, February 22, 1836. 
General Scott to Adjutant General, March 2, 1836. 
General Scott’s order No, 1, February 22, 1836. 
General Scott’s order No. 4, February 26, 1836. 
Notes on order No, 4, February 28, 1836. 
General Scott’s order No. 5, February 27, 183¢ 
General Scott’s order No. 6, February 27, 185¢ 
General Scott to General Clinch, February 25, 1% 
General Scott to General Clinch, February 26, 1836. 
General Scott to General Clinch, No. 1, March 1, 1836. 
General Scott to General Clinch, No. 2, March 1, 
General Gaines to General Clinch, February 28, 1836, 
General Gaines to General Clinch, February 29, 1836, 
General Scott (per Lieutenant Van Buren) to General 
Colonel Smith to Captain Shannon, February 29, 1856. 
General Scott’s order No. 11, March 4, 1856, 

General Scott’s order No. 12, March 5, 1836. 

General Scott to Adjutant General, March 6, 1836. 
General Scott to General Clinch, March 4, 1836. 
General Scott (per Lieutenant Temple) to General Clinch, March 6, 1836, 
General Scott to Adjutant General, March 9, 1836. 

Two letters from Major Lytle to General Scott, March 5 and 9, 1836. 
Governor Eaton to Lieutenant Van Buren, February 24, 1836. 

General Scott to General Eustis, March 9, 1836. 

General Scott to Lieutenant Dusenbury, March 9, 1836. 

General Scott to Lieutenant Searight, March 10, 1836. 

General Scott to Adjutant General, March 14, 1836. 

General Gaines’s order No. 7, March 9, 1836. 

General Clinch to General Scott, March 12, 1836. 

General Scott to General Eustis, March 14, 1836. 

General Scott (by Colonel Gadsden) to Colonel Lindsay, March 13, 1836. 
General Scott’s order No. 13, March 14, 1836. 

Secretary of War to Colonel Hogan, January 21, 1836, 

Colonel Hogan to General Scott, February 1, 1836. 

Secretary of War to General Seott, April 12, 1836, 


> 
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Clinch, March 2, 1886. 
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160. 
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163. 


Colonel Hogan to Secretary of War, March 28, 1836. 

Seeretary of War to Colonel Hogan, April 12, 1836. 

Governor Eaton to General Scott, March 7, 1836. 

General Clinch to General Scott, March 13, 1836. 

General Clinch to General Scott, March 13, 1836. 

General Scott’s order No. 14, March 14, 1836. 

General Scott’s order No. 15, March 16, 1836. 

General Scott (by Colonel Gadsden) to General Eustis, March 16, 1836. 
General Scott to Adjutant General, March 20, 1836, ‘ 
General Scott to General Eustis, March 20, 1836. 

General Scott to Colonel Crane, March 28, 1836. 

General Scott (per Lieutenaut Van Buren) to Adjutant General, March 25, 1836. 
General Eustis to General Scott, March 22, 1836. 

General Scott’s order No, 16, April 6, 1836. 

Lientenant Morris’s return of subsistence, April 8, 1836. 

General Scott’s order No, 23, April 9, 1836. 

General Scott’s order No, 26, April 10, 1856. 

General Scott’s order to Adjutant General, April 12, 1836. 

General Clinch’s report to General Scott, April 8, 18386. 

General Eustis’s report to General Seott, April 10, 1836. 

Colonel Lindsay’s report to General Scott, April 10, 1836. 

General Scott's order No, 22, April 8, 1836. 

General Scott’s order No. 24, April 9, 1836. 

General Scott’s order No, 28, April 11, 1836. 

General Scott to Colonel Smith, April 10, 1836. 

General Scott’s order No, 387, April 16, 1836. 

General Scott (by Colonel Gadsden) to Paymaster Mapes, April 12, 1836. 
General Scott (by Colonel Gadsden) to Major Read, April 14, 18386. 
General Scott to Colonel Lindsay, April 14, 1836. 

General Scott’s order No, 88, April 16, 1836. 

Secretary of War to General Scott, April 15, 1836. 

General Scott to Adjutant General, April 30, 1836. 

General Scott to Secretary of War, April 14, 1836. 

Adjutant General to General Scott, May 5, 1836. 

General Scott to Adjutant General, May 11, 1836. 

Gencral Clinch’s report to General Scott, April 27, 1836. 

General Clinch to General Scott, April 27, 1836. 

Governor Call to General Scott, or commanding officer Fort Drane, April 26, 1836. 
Adjutant McCants to Commanding Officer of Fort Drane, April 11, 18386. 
Council of war at Fort Drane, April 29, 1836. 

General Scott (No. 1) to General Clinch, May 1, 1836. 

General Scott (No. 2) to General Clinch, May 1, 1836. 

General Clinch to General Scott, May 5, 1836. 


. General Scott to General Clinch, May 7, 1836. 

. Colonel Lindsay’s report to General Scott, May 7, 1836. 

. Colonel Chisholm to Colonel Lindsay, April 22, 1836. 

. Lieutenant Colonel Foster to Colonel Lindsay, April 29, 1836. 


Colonel Chisholm to Colonel Lindsay, April 30, 1836. 
Colonel Smith’s report to General Scott, April 26, 1836. 
Major Read’s report to General Scott, April 27, 1836. 


. General Scott’s order No. 46, May 11, 1836. 


General Scott to Captain Dummett, May 11, 1836. 

General Scott’s order No. 47, May 16, 1836. 

General Scott’s order No, 48, May 17, 1836. 

General Scott to Governor Call, May 17, 1836. 

Governor Call to General Scott, May 26, 1836. 

Secretary of War to General Scott, June 1, 1836. 

Hon. J. M. White to President United States, May 28, 1836. 

General Scott to Secretary of War, June 21, 1836. 

Hon. J. M. White to President of Court of Inquiry, December 13, 1836. 
General Scott (by General Eustis) to Adjutant General, May 16, 1836. 
General Scott to Adjutant General, May 20, 1836. 


. General Scott to Major Heileman, May 17, 1836. 


General Scott to General Eustis, May 20, 1836. 

Captain Hitchcock to Hon. Mr. Lyon, March 11, 1836. 

Captain McCall to Editor of New Orleans Bulletin, May, 1836. 

Extracts of General Clinch’s letters to Adjutant General, referred to in testimony of the 
former. 

Major Clark to Quartermaster General, August 16, 1836. 

Captain Shannon to Quartermaster General, March 1, 1836. 

Captain Shannon to Quartermaster General, April 11, 1836, 

Secretary of War to General Scott, May 16, 1836. 

Secretary of War to Governor Call, May 16, 1836. 

Governor Schley to General Scott, May 18, 1836. 

Secretary of War to General Scott, May 19, 1836. 

Secretary of War to General Jesup, May 19, 1836. 

General Scott to Adjutant General, May 22, 1836, 

Secretary of War to General Jesup, May 23, 1836, 

Secretary of War to General Scott, May 25, 1836, 

General Order No. 34, May 26, 1836. 
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. Jobn Crowell, jr., esq., to General Scott, June 16, 1836. 


242. 


General Scott to Adjutant General, May 26, 1836. 

General Scott to Governor Schley, May 26, 1836. 

General Scott to Commissary and Quartermaster at New Orleans, May 26, 1836. 

General Scott to Major Beard, May 27, 1836. 

Major Baden to General Scott, May 31, 1836. 

Governor Schley to Major Baden, May 27, 1836, 

Duplicate of No. 166, with a P.S., dated May 28, 1836. 

Quartermaster Dimmock to General Scott, May 29, 1836. 

General Scott to Adjutant General, June 2, 1836. 

Governor Clay to Commanding Offieer of Georgia Militia, at Columbus, May 28, 1836. 

General Scott (No. 1) to Governor Clay, May 31, 1836. 

General Scott (No. 2) to Governor Clay, May 31, 1836. 

General Scott to General Jesup, June 1, 1836. 

Captain Harding to Governor Clay, February 8, 1836. 

General Scott to Captain Harding, June 38, 1836. 

Captain Harding to General Scott, June 14, 1836. 

General Scott to Major Beard, June 3, 1836. 

General Scott (by Major Kirby) to General Irwin, June 2, 1836. 

Lieutenant Dimmock to Major Kirby, No. 1, June 2, 1836. 

Licutenant Dimmock to Major Kirby, No. 2, June 2, 1836. 

General Scott (by Major Kirby) to Quartermaster Dimmock, June 3, 1836. 

General Scott’s orders Nos. 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, and 6. 

Major Beard to General Scott, June 5, 1836. 

General Scott (by Major Kirby) to Major Beard, June 7, 1836. 

Lieutenant Heintzelman to Major Kirby, June 8, 1836, 

General Jesup to General Scott, June 8, 1836, 

General Jesup to Secretary of War, June 10, 1836. 

General Jesup to Secretary of War, June 11, 1836. 

General Scott (by Major Kirby) to Major Beard, June 10, 1836. 

General Scott to General Jesup, June 10, 1836. 

General Scott to Adjutant General, June 12, 1836. 

Major Baden to Major Kirby, June 11, 1836. 

General Scott (by Major Kirby) to Major Baden, June 14, 1836. 

General Scott (by Major Kirby) to Lieutenant Deas, June 11, 1836. 

Lieutenant Heintzelman to Major Kirby, June 12, 1836. 

General Scott to Adjutant General, June 14, 1836. 

General Scott’s order No. 8, June 16, 1836. 

Major Beard to General Scott, June 16, 1836. 

General Scott to Adjutant General, June 17, 1836. 

General Scott to General Jesup, June 16, 1836. 

General Scott to Adjutant General, June 18, 1836. 

General Jesup to General Scott, June, 15, 16, 1836. 

General Jesup to General Scott, No. 1, June 17, 1836. 

General Scott to General Jesup, June 17, 1836. 

General Scott to Adjutant General, June 21, 1836. 

General Jesup to General Scott, No. 2, June 17, 1836, 

General Jesup to General Scott, June 19, 1836. 

General Scott to General Jesup, June 19, 1836. 

General Scott to General Jesup, June 21, 1836. 

General Jesup to F. P. Blair, June 20, 1836. 

General Scott to Adjutant General, No. 1, June 23, 1836. 

General Jesup to General Scott, June 20, 1836. 

General Jesup to General Scott, (copy,) June 12, 1836. 

General Scott to General Jesup, June 21, 1836. 

General Scott to General Jesup, June 22, 1836. 

General Jesup to General Scott, June 22, 1836. 

General Scott to Adjutant General, No, 2, June 23, 1836. 

General Scott to Governor Call, June 17, 1836. 

General Scott to Commissary General of Subsistence and Licutenants L’Engle, Dimmock, 
and Mackay, Jnne 20, 1836. 

Lieutenant Heintzelman to Major Kirby, June 22, 1836, 

Secretary of War to General Scott, June 20, 1836. 

Secretary of War to General Scott, June 20, 1836. 

Secretary of War to General Scott, June 24, 1836. 

General Moore to General Scott, June 25, 1836. 

General Scott’s crder No. 8, June 16, 1836. 

General Scott’s order No. 11, June 20, 1836. 

General Scott’s order No. 13, June 20, 1836. 

General Scott’s order No. 15, June 21, 18386. 

General Scott’s order No. 17, June 22, 1836. 

General Scott’s order No. 27, July 6, 1836. 

General Scott’s erder No, 28, July 6, 1836. 

General Scott to Adjutant General, June 24, 1856. 

General Jesup to General Scott, June 28, 1836. 

General Patterson to General Jesup, June 22, 1836. 

Captain Parrott to General Jesup, June 22, 1836. 

General Jesup to Secretary of War, June 25, 1836. 

General Scott to General Jesup, June 26, 1856. 

General Jesup to Adjutant General, June 28, 1836. 
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No. 243. General Scott to Adjutant General, July 2, 1836. 
244. General Scott to Governor Call, July 1, 1836 
245. General Scott to Commodore Dallas, July 1, 1836. 
246. General Scott to Officer Commanding West Tennessee brigade, July 2, 1836. 
247. General Scott’s order No, 22, July 2, 1836 
248. General Scott to Adjutant General, July 4, 1836. 

249. General Scott to Adjutant General, July 6, 1836. 

250. General Scott to General Moore, July 4, 1836. 

251. General Scott to Lieutenant Johnson, U.S. N., July 5, 1836. 

252. General Scott (by Lieutenant Lee) to Adjutant General, July 5, 1836. 

253. General Scott to General Wool, July 4, 1836. 

254. General Scott to Major Hoxie, July 6, 1836. 

255. General Macomb to General Scott, June 25, 1836. 

256. General Macomb to General Scott, June 28, 1836. 

257. General Macomb to General Jesup, June 28, 1836, 

258. General Scott to General Macomb, July 8, 1836. 

259. General Scott’s order No, 29, July 7, 1836. 

260. General Scott to Adjutant General, July 20, 1836. 

261. General Jesup to General Scott, July 7, 1836. 

262. General Jesup to Adjutant General, September 9, 1836. 

263. Captain Lane’s printed sheet, August 8, 1856. 

264. I. P. Blair to Judge Advocate, January 8, 1837. 

265. General Jesup’s communication to the Globe, of September 26, 1836. 

266. General Woodward to Judge Advocate, November 27, 1836. 

267. General Jesup to Governor Schley, August 2, 1836 

5 4 
Vv 


268. General Jesup to Governor Schley, August 28, 1836. 
~~? o ? 





Proceedings of a court of inquiry held at the city of Frederick, Maryland, by virtue of the following orders, 
to wu: 


GENERAL Orper No. 65. 


War Department, Adjutant General’s Office, Washington, October 3, 1836. 


The following order is published for the information of all concerned: 

By direction of the President of the United States a court of inquiry, to consist of Major General 
Macomb, president, and Brevet Brigadier Generals Atkinson and Brady, members, is hereby ordered to 
assemble at the city of Frederick, in Maryland, as soon as the state of the military operations against 
the Indians will permit the witnesses to attend, (of which the president of the court is to judge and deter- 
mine, and to give notice to all concerned,) to inquire and examine into the causes of the failure of the 
campaigns in Florida against the Seminole Indians, under thé command of Major General Gaines and of 
Major General Scott, in 1836; and the causes of the delay in opening and prosecuting the campaign in 
Georgia and Alabama against the hostile Creek Indians, in the year 1836; and into every subject con- 
nected with the military operations in the campaigns aforesaid; and, after fuily investigating the same, 
the court will report the facts, together with its opinion on the whole subject, for the information of the 
President of the United States. 

Captain Samuel Cooper, of the 4th regiment of artillery, is hereby appointed to act as judge advo- 
cate and recorder uf the court. 

LEWIS CASS. 


War Department, October 3, 1836. 
R. JONES, Adjutant General. 





GENERAL OrverR No. 68. 


ApguTant GENERAL’s Orrice, Washington, October 14, 1836. 

The following order has been received from the War Departinent, and is published for the informa- 
tion of all concerned: 

War Department, October 13, 1836. 

1. It appearing by the public prints that the official report of Brevet Major General Gaines, dated 
“Headquarters Western Department, Camp Sabine, July 4, 1836,” made to the adjutant general of the 
army, has been published, and the said publication being without the sanction of the War Department, 
or other proper authority, the court of inquiry of which Major General Alexander Macomb is president 
will, in addition to the duties already assigned to it, inquire into the facts as to the manner and by whose 
authority the said official report was made public. 

2. The court will also repert its opinion as to the violation of the rules of the service by such pub- 
lication, and as to the character of said report, in reference to all its bearings and consequences as it 
concerns general military propriety and the discipline of the army. 

3. And, further, the court will examine and inquire into any other reports and publications made by 
Brevet Major General Gaines, or by any other officer of the army, having reference to military affairs, 
and published without the sanction of the War Department, or other proper authority, and give its opinion 
on the tendency of such reports and publications, in the same manner as it is herein required to do in the 
case referred to in the foregoing paragraph of this order. 
C. A. HARRIS, Acting Secretary of War. 
By order of Major General Macomb. 

R. JONES, Adjutant General. 
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Freperick City, Maryland, November T, 1836. 
Agreeably to the above orders, and in compliance with notice duly communicated by the president of 
the court, the court met on this day. 
Present: Major General Macomb, president; Captain Cooper, judge advocate and recorder. 
In consequence of the absence of Brigadier Generals Atkinson and Brady, the president adjourned 
the court to meet to-morrow. 
NovemBer 8, 1836. 
The court met pursuant to adjournment. 
Present: Major General Macomb, president; Brigadier General Brady, member; Captain Cooper, 
judge advocate and recorder. 
General Atkinson not having yet arrived, the court adjourned to meet again to-morrow, 
NoveMBER 9, 1836. 
The court met pursuant to adjournment. 
Present: Major General Macomb, president; Brigadier General Brady, member; Captain Cooper, 
judge advocate and recorder. 
The judge advocate communicated to the court a letter from 
the general states that, in consequence of his illness, he is unable to reach the court before the 22d cy 
25th of the present month; whereupon, the court adjourned to meet on the 25th of November. 


srigadier General Atkinson, in which 


NOVEMBER 25, 18586. 

The court met pursuant to adjournment. 

Present: Major General Macomb, president; Brigadier General Atkinson, Brigadier General Brady, 
members; Captain Cooper, judge advocate and recorder. 

The court adjourned to meet on Monday, the 28th instant. 

NovemMBER 28, 1836. 

The court met pursuant to adjournment. 

Present: Major General Macomb, president; Brigadier General Atkinson, Brigadier General Brady, 
members; Captain Cooper, judge advocate and recorder. 

The orders constituting the court having been read, the judge advocate stated to the court that he 
had received a letter from Major General Gaines, dated Mobile, October 30, covering a communication 
addressed to the court, dated Mobile, October 29, in which he makes objections tu the organization and 
location of the court. 

These communications (marked A) having been read to the court, Major General Scott claimed the 
right of being heard, and addressed the court to this cflect: 

“How far Major General Gaines, when his own case shall come up for investigation, may have a 
right to object, with or without cause, toa member of this court, is a question which I shall not discuss, 
having myself no such objection to urge; but when he proposes the adjournment of the court to Mobile, 
or any other distant place whatever, I have the right to resist the proposition, on the ground of the delay 
it involves. Further delay, Mr. President, is positive injustice to me. I am ready and anxious for the 
investigation of every act of mine that has been complained of, having already suffered much in my 
feclings, and, perhaps, in public opinion, from the time that has been allowed to elapse, in despite of my 
earnest solicitations, since a judicial investigation into my conduct was threatened by the Execative. I 
shall, therefore, not voluntarily consent to, but earnestly protest against, the unnecessary loss of another 
day in having that conduct, in every matter complained of, fully probed and investigated by this court, 
which has at length been appointed for the purpose. 

“In all cases like those contemplated by the order under which this court has assembled the Presi- 
dent of the United States has the unquestionable right to appoint both the time and place of investigation. 

His order precludes all right of discussion on those points. 

“The strange proposition of Major General Gaines, that no testimony, written or parol, shall be 
taken by this court, in his wi/ful absence, which may in any degree allude to him or his conduct, would 
be less extraordinary if the only issue to be tried was between the United States and that officer; but 
to the issue between the United States and the humble individual who addresses you General Gaines is, 
in the contemplation of law, as much a stranger as any bystander in this court. In this particular issue 
he has no right whatever to interfere. The Executive has a clear right to proceed against me, and I have 
as clear a right to defend myself by all legal and honorable means, without regard to the absence or 
presence of General Gaines, just as in respect to the presence or absence of any other individual whatever. 

“Tf the evidence that may be adduced against or for me before this court, in the investigation of my 
particular case, should affect Major General Gaines, he will stand, in respect to such evidence, precisely 
on the footing of any other third person so affected, with this advantage in his favor: the same court (or 
a majority of it) stands instructed to take up his case as soon as he shall choose to present himself, and 
then he will have the full right to explain, to contradict, or to refute, by all legal and honorable means, 
any part of the record in my case which he may deem unjust to himself, 

“The 74th article of the Rules and Articles of War permits depositions to be taken in cases like 
those to be investigated by this court. To give validity to a deposition, legal in other respects, notice of 
the time and place for taking the same must always be given to the adverse party. Now, even if it were 
admitted that this court were about to try an issue between Major General Gaines and myself, instead of 
two or more several issues between the United States and as many distinct individuals, still it would be 
sufficient to say that the orders appointing this court, and specifying the subjects for its investigation, 
give ample notice to Major General Gaines that, in inquiring into my conduct as one of the conductors of 
the still existing war in Florida, the testimony might naturally be expected to touch, incidentally at least, 
his conduct in the same war, particularly as we were both operating against the same enemy at one par- ; 
ticular time. The orders for this court he acknowledges himself to have received. He has, therefore, 
even in this view of the subject, had sufficient notice that incidental evidence might be expected to be 
received against him by this court, and at this time and place, in the act of investigating my conduct in 
the war against the Seminole Indians. All this is clear from his protest which has just been read. He 


has, however, not thought proper to appear in person, either as a defendant or as a spectator, but has 
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appointed a commission of several individuals to represent him, it would seem, in the investigation of my 
conduct. In this particular investigation, Mr. President, I have already said General Gaines cannot be 
allowed to take any part other than as a sworn witness, e@ ‘ither in person or by deputy, for I do not under- 
stand that he claims the right to be my prosecutor before this or any vther court. If that could be supposed 
to be his wish, I should be happy to meet him. 

el conclusion, sir, I have no sort of objection, even if I had the right to object, that the highly 
respectable gentlemen named by General Gaines to represent him before this court should be permitted 
to be present as spectators to tie investigation into my conduct, with the admitted right to make such 
notes and reports for Major General Gaines as they may think proper.” 

Major General Macomb, president of the court, then made the following answer to the objections 
offered against himself as a member of the court by Major General Gaines: 

“Gentlemen of the court: Ido not entertain a doubt but that a challenge, upon good and sufficient 
grounds, may with propriety be sustained before a court of inquiry, although perhaps this is the first 
instance of a challenge being made to a member of such a court. It certainly was not of my seeking 
that I wes placed on the court; it is a duty from which 1 would most willingly withdraw on a decision of 
the court to that effect. 

“As it regards my having harbored neon General Gaines any hostile or unfriendly feelings, or 
fecling any disposition to do him any wrong, I do most conscientiously deny; and as for interest in the 
issue of the investigation ordered by gov ernment , Lhave none other than that which concerns the honor 
and character of the army. 

“Tt is proper that I should state that it was the desire of the President of the United States that 
the court should assemble at as early a day as possible; and I believed that the day appointed for 
assembling the court was not too early for commencing the inquiry, and it would seem by the attendance 
of the witnesses from a distance, and the fact of the receipt of General Gaines’s communications now 
before the court, that he had ample time to ect here, if he had set out for that purpose in season.” 

The court, being cleared, determined that a member of a court of inquiry may be objected to for 
good and sufficient cause; but this is not the proper time to consider the objections of Major General 
Gaines, as the party objecting is not at this time before the court; and as the court has been directed to 
inquire into subjects other than those referring to Major General Gaines, the court determined to qualify 
and proceed to the investigation having reference to the campaign under Major General Scott, against 
the Seminole Indians in 1836; pending which investigation, Major General Gaines, it is believed, will 
have ample time to reach the court before any matters touching himself shall be brought to the notice of 
the court. 

The court, being resumed, was duly sworn in presence of Major General Scott, who had previously 
stated that he had no objection to offer to any member of the court. 

The judge advocate then proceeded to read the documentary evidence which will be found with these 
proceedings. 

The hour for adjournment having arrived, the court adjourned to meet to-morrow at 11 o’clock. 


NovemBer 29, 1836. 
The court met pursuant to adjournment. All present. 
The court was occupied on this day, and on every subsequent day to the 3d of December, inclusively, 
in the examination of the documentary evidence referred to in the proceedings of the 28th of November. 


Monpay, December 5, 1836. 
The court met pursuant to adjournment. All present. 
The judge advocate presented to the court the depositions which here follow. 


Deposition of Charles Dimmock, esq., late captain and assistant quartermaster of the United States army. 


Question 1, by Major General Scott. Where were you stationed, and in what capacity, during the latter 
part of the last winter and the followi ing spring months ? 

Answer. I was stationed at Savannah, in Georgia, from the Tth of February to the 23d of May, 1836, 
in the capacity of assistant quartermaster. 

Question 2, by Major General Scott. Were you advised by a quartermaster of the army, in the month 
of February, that a shipment of wagons with harness had been made, or was about to be made to you 
from Baltimore, for the use of the army in Florida? Please annex the letters of advice to your answer. 

Answer. I was so advised, and here are the letters of advice from Major T. Cross, quartermaster, 
dated Baltimore, January 30, 1836, and Washington, February 8, 1836, both addressed to me at Savannah, 
Georgia: 


“ Bartimore, January 30, 1836. 


“Sir: Enclosed is a bill of lading of two wagons, shipped on board the brig ‘Oglethorpe’ On their 
arrival please acknowledge them to me at Washington, 

“Tam ordered to send out ten wagons; only four new ones could be found in the city, and it becomes 
necessary to buy at second hand. They are the best I could pick up in a hurry. 

“The brig ‘Arctic’ will sail in a few days, with three companies of troops, some provisions, and a 
large supply of corn. She will take as many wagons as she can stow, and the remainder will follow ina 
packet soon after. 

“Tam, sir, very resvectfully, your obedient servant, 
“TT, CROSS, Major and Quartermaster, United States Army. 


“Lieut. CHartes Dimmock, Assistant Quartermaster, U. S..A., Savannah, Georgia.” 


“ Wasnineton, February 8, 1836. 


“Sir: Annexed is a bill of lading of six wagons, shipped to you on board the schooner ‘Ida’ On 
their arrival please send me a receipt for them, and also for the two previously forwarded. There are on 
board this vessel two extra covers and two extra fifth chains, spreads, and swingletrees, for the wagons 
shipped by the ‘Oglethorpe; thus making eight wagons complete. Some of them are poor things, but 
ill suited to the service for which they are des signed. I could do no better, however, under the circum- 
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stances of the case. There are two more new ones in preparation, which will be shipped in a few days, 
making ten in all, and corresponding with the ten sets of harness for five horses each sent by the brig 


‘Arctic.’ 
Arctic. 
“T am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
“T. CROSS, Major and Quartermaster, United States Army. 


“Lieut. Cuartes Dimsock, Assistant Quartermaster, Savannah, Georgia.” 


Question 3, by Major General Scott. Did you communicate the advice so received to Major General 
Scott—where, and about what time ? 

Answer. I did so, at Savannah, soon after his arrival at that place, by showing him the letters of 
advice above mentioned. 

(Juestion 4, by Major General Scott. What number of those wagons, with sets of harness, came to you 
at Savannah ? About what time were they respectively received and shipped by you to Florida ? 

Answer. Two of them I found on my arrival at Savannah on the 7th of February; these two were 
shipped on that or the next day to Picolata. On or about the 7th of March I received six more; they 
were shipped on or about the 8th of March, to Lieutenant Dusenbury, assistant quartermaster at Picolata, 
About the Ist of May I received two more wagons, which were shipped within a day or two thereafter 
to Lieutenant Dusenbury, at Picolata. All these were received from Major Cross, and were those referred 
to in his letters of advice. All the wagon fixtures came with the wagons, but not the harness. By the 
brig ‘ Arctic,’ which arrived on the 24th of February, there came fifty collars, fifty pairs of hames, one 
box of barness, and other articles. These were passed immediately from the brig into a steamer destined 
for Picolata. The box of harness was, in consequence of haste, not examined, 

Question 5, by Major General Scott. About what time did the first shipment of bacon, destined for the 
army in Florida, reach you at Savannah, and when was the first transhipment of bacon for Florida made 
by you? 

Answer, On the 3d of April I received the first shipment of bacon, which came by the ship “ Newark” 
from New York; this was marked for Licutenant Scaright, assistant commissary of subsistence at 
Savannah, without invoice or instruction, The invoices addressed to Lieutenant Searight went to that 
officer at Gary’s Ferry, and were sent to ine by that officer ten days after the arrival of the bacon. The 
first transhipment of bacon made by me for Florida was on the 4th of April. The quantity thus tran- 
shipped was very small, in consequence of the means of transportation being very limited at the time. 
No more was made, except upon order, as that was the instruction received from Colonel Crane, then 
commanding at Picolata., 

Question 6, by Major General Scott, Are you aware that any bacon had been previously shipped direct 
to the St. John’s or St. Augustine ? 

Answer. I have no knowledge of any having been previously shipped. 

(Wuestion by the judge advocate. What amount of transportation in horses, mules, oxen, wagons, carts, 
or other vehicles, was furnished by you and sent to Florida between the Tth of February and, say, the 
first week in March? Please specify the time the articles were respectively sent, and whether they were 
furnished on the requisitions or orders of Major General Scott; and, also, whether all the requisitions or 
orders for transportation made on you by Major General Scott were complied with. 

Answer. All the requisitions or orders of Major General Scott, or other officer connected with the 
Florida campaign, for means of transportation made on me, were complied with, with the exception of 
two boats, which could not be obtained. 


From the 8th of February to the 3ist of March I purchased ..... ....... (Mates 7 ere 
Received from Major Cross..............06.-20. sah eaeaee cO0Ra eax rere rer Serer 8 wagons. 


Making a total of....... ieee eueus paweerrws (ehistecksebeaseeeee sas SO 


These were all the wagons required of me during that time. They were sent to Florida as follows: 
On the 7th or 8th of February two were sent to Lieutenant Dusenbury, at Picolata. On or about the 4th 
of March two were turned over to Captain Wharton, at Savannah, who was then on his march to Florida 
across the country. On the 8th of March six were sent by steamboat to Lieutenant Dusenbury, at Pico- 
lata. Finally, on or about the 16th of March five were sent to Lieutenant Dusenbury, at Picolata. These 
were all four or five-horse wagons except two, which were two-horse wagons. 
I received, on or about the 10th of February, from Augusta— 





Purchased there by order of Major General Scott.................. 00000. ietave ye by e'es 151 horses. 
Purchased by me at or near Savannah.......... cree er ree eee Wibeskkpiscdceevstue Sees 
SS | ee ee OE eT eT eT eT TTT Ss 





Of this number I turned over to Captain Gibson, of the South Carolina volunteers, on his march to 
Florida across the country, on or about the 2d of March, fifteen pack-horses. On the 4th of March I sent 
across the country to Florida, in charge of conductors, fifty-eight horses. On the 4th of March, again, I 
turned over to Captain Wharton, for his command, in all one hundred and six horses. On the 8th of March 
I sent by steamboat to Picolata eight horses. On or about the 16th of March I sent to Picolata eighteen 
horses; making in all forwarded two hundred and five horses. Two died under my charge at Savannah, 
and nine were retained sick and disabled; making in all the two hundred and sixteen as above. Harness 
in excess was sent for all the wagons at the time the wagons were forwarded. This means of transporta- 
tion was furnished at the time ordered, and forwarded as soon thereafter as possible, The horses received 
from Augusta I was ordered by Major General Scott to retain until Captain Wharton’s command of 
dragoons should arrive at Savannah; out of them he was to select his mounts, which he did on or about 


the 4th of March. 
Sworn to before me. 
S. COOPER, Judge Advocate and Recorder. 
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Deposition of Colonel James Gadsden, late quartermaster general in the army of Florida. 


The undersigned, having been summoned as a witness on a court of inquiry in relation to the opera- 
tions conducted by Generals Scott and Gaines during the Seminole war in Florida, and being unable to 
attend, submits to the court, in writing, the recollection of events, so far as they came under his personal 
observation. : 

He joined the army as a volunteer, and at the request of Major General Seott; on his route to head- 
quarters at Picolata, on the St. John’s river, he ascertained at Newnansviile that General Gaines had 
marched from the bay of Tampa to the Withlacoochee; was there intrenched with his whole furce, and 
reduced to extremities by the enemy. The undersigned, therefore, turned from his direction and proceeded 
to Fort Drane, At this post he found General Clinch deliberating on General Gaines’s communications, 
and, after some consultations with the officers in camp, it was determined to march to his relief. 
Provisions to the extent of the transportation to be obtained were taken with us. On our approach to 
General Gaines’s camp a party of Indians were seen moving with a design to turn our left flank or to 
retreat before us. They were promptly charged by Major McLemore’s mounted men, and driven into an 
adjacent hammock. While preparations were making for dismounting and continuing the pursuit an 
officer appeared from General Gaines’s command, and reported that the general was in consultation with 
the Indians, and about concluding a treaty with them. General Clinch therefore desisted from any further 
hostile movement, and took up his quarters on the left, on General Gaines’s intrenched position. That 
night a messenger from the Indians hailed from the opposite side of the river, asking whether they should 
come on the next morning and continue the talk, and whether Clinch’s men would be pacific and not fire 
on them. Iaving been assured as to the latter, and replied to affirmatively as to the former, an inquiry 
was then made whether the day after would not answer, as it was the wish of the Indians on the Withla- 
coochee to hold a conference with their head chief, Micanopy, then thirty miles off, before they could come 
to any terms with the white men. General Gaines replied, through his agent, that he would prefer their 
coming over the next morning; but if that conld not be done, the day after he would positively expect 
them, The next day and the day after expired, but no Indians made their appearance, and every indica- 
tion in the vicinity of their camps was that the hostiles had vanished. The army remained in position 
three or four days, when General Gaines concluded to transfer the command to General Clinch, and proceed 
with his staff to the western frontier. Qn assuming the command, General Clinch evacuated the post on 
the Withlacoochee and retired on Fort Drane The army had exhausted their scanty supply, and were 
suffering before the movement was made. General Gaines’s portion, which had been marched from Tampa, 
had endured heavy privations, and the officers and men were so reduced that it was by short marches and 
at a slow pace that they could gain the depot at Fort Drane. A day after our return General Scott arrived 
at Fort Drane, having moved from Picolata and Black creek, with all the disposable force at those places, 
and as much provisions as transportation could be provided for, with a view of supporting General Gaines, 
or of relieving him from his position on the Withlacoochee. Learning, however, that this had been effected, 
he halted these additional troops at plantations in the rear, where the supplies had not been exhausted, 
and recommenced the work of preparing for a campaign against the hostiles. The deposit of provisions 
at Port King had been consumed by General Gaines, and those at Fort Drane were reduced to the last 
extremity. General Gaines’s army added, unexpectedly, upwards of 1,100 officers and men to be provided 
for, on a frontier already exhausted, and which could only be supplied from depots from 65 to 70 miles 
distant, by land carriage. In deposit at this time at Fort Drane, the supply did not exceed six or eight 
days’ rations, for about one-half of the foree which was intended to compose Clincl’s command, and 
General Scott seemed strongly impressed with the opinion that to move against an enemy whose plan 
was concealment and retreat, with less than thirty days’ rations, would render the issue very doubtful. 
The provisions which he had thrown in advance had been unexpectedly consumed, and his remaining 
reliance was on what he could transport in time from the rear. To make the movement to accord 
with those ordered by the other portions of the army, moving from other quarters on the With- 
lacoochee, after fifteen or eighteen days’ toil, with everything put in requisition by the quarter- 
master, something like sixteen day’s supply was brought to Fort Drane; and as the season was 
getting late for operating in Florida, General Scott concluded to move on this supply. Previous 
to leaving Fort Drane, he despatched a Major Watson, from Georgia, to the Creek nation for a 
detachment of friendly Creek warriors, with directions to join him at Tampa, (early in April,) believing 
that they were essential as bloodhounds would be to trail out the hostiles, who had been too successful 
hitherto in eluding the white man. On the 26th General Scott, with the right wing, marched with the 
Withlaccochee, crossed that stream on the 28th and 29th, encountered a small party of Indians the next 
day, pursued them through the labyrinths of the Holathlekaha, and drove them across the Withlacoochee, 
and in the direction towards which the left wing of the army was suppused to be moving. As Eustis’s 
signal gun had been heard that morning, little doubt was entertained that he would encounter the fugi- 
tives. Scott continued his examinations through the thickets and windings of the river and Lake Holath- 
lekaha for three or four days, burning the deserted villages, when, not meeting with or hearing from 
either Eustis or Lindsay, he presumed that in flushing the enemy they had been encountered by those 
officers who were in hot pursuit of them to the Everglades. Having reached the south end of the lake, 
and our supplies nearly exhausted, Major Cooper, with his battalion of Georgia volunteers, was left with 
twelve or fifteen days’ rations, in position, to watch the reappearance of the enemy in that quarter, while 
General Scott continued his march for Tampa, by the route of the Chickuchatty settlements, all of which 
were destroyed. At Tampa, Eustis’s and Lindsay’s commands arrived on the same day. At this point 
Scott expected, as he had ordered, fresh horses for transportation and the arrival of the friendly Creeks, 
but was disappointed in both—the former denied in consequence of a report at New Orleans, confirmed 
by his reception in Tallahassee, that Gaines had closed the war, and the latter prohibited by the United 
States agent from joining us, as reported by Major Watson Scott was therefore compelled to remain 
longer than he had intended, to recruit his animals, then not in a condition to resume operations. On the 
return Aunt after Indians the army was divided into several parts, so as to multiply the chances of success. 
Colonel Smith, with the Louisiana volunteers, was directed to Charlotte’s harbor, where some depredations 
had been committed on one of the islands, and the custom-house officer murdered; he was likewise directed 
to penetrate Pease creek, and to give that coast a general examination. ‘To General Clinch was assigned 
the duty of relieving Major Cooper, and on his march to scour the south bank of the Withlacoochee. 
Colonel Lindsay was to penetrate between the Withlacoochees, the forks of which had been represented 
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as one of the hiding places of the Seminoles; and General Eustis, after making a detachment towards 
the settlements on the heads of Pease creek, was to return by Pelaklikaha and the Ochlawaha to Volusia, 
Major Read, with the Florida detachment, was assigned to the service of looking into the mouth of the 
Withlacoochee, and of penetrating that river as far as was found practicable or deemed prudent on his part. 
How these movements were executed the reports of the respective commandants will explain. They 
were, however, without favorable results; and after many weeks of trials, privations, and sufferings, par- 
ticularly among the Floridians and Carolinians, who were subjected to the additional affliction of sickness 
in camp, originating in measles, which assailed, without discrimination, nearly one-third of the respective 
commands, we found ourselves in the same position from whence we started—the enemy unsubdued, 
because he could not be found, the season too far advanced for another hunf, and the times of service for 
the volunteers and drafted militia on the eve of expiring. They were dismissed, and such a disposition 
given to the small army of regular troops, reduced alike by sickness and suffering, as was supposed cal- 
culated to.cover the frontier, until other arrangements could be made for resuming operations. 

The history of the block-house, on the Withlacoochee, in which a gallant body of men so nobly sus- 
tained themselves for upwards of six weeks against the combined force of the Seminoles, is this: Major 
McLemore sought the service, by a private letter to the undersigned, stating that he had, on the Suwannee, 
a boat suitable for the expedition, and supplies, which he could bring with him to that point, if with the 
consent and and approbation of General Scott. The following is the reply penned by me, and by the 
direction of the general, to whom it was read before transmitted: 

“Port Drane, March 25, 1836. 

“Sir: Iam directed by Major General Scott to inform you that this division of the army will advance 
to the Withlacoochee to-morrow, The other wings are approaching the same point from the respective 
rendezvous at Volusia and bay of Tampa, and the whole army will probably form a janction at or near 
that river by the 29th or 30th instant. It is impossible at this time to anticipate the ulterior operations 
of the army, after it has encountered and defeated the enemy in their probable stronghold in the cove or 
swamp of the Withlacoochee. It is more than probable, however, that we may be detained in that 
vicinity many days, reconnoitring the hammocks and searching for Indians in the jungles and thickets 
of that section of country. If so, your co-operation, and the supplies which you report you can bring, 
may prove of essential service. I am directed, therefore, by the general commanding, to say that after 
securing the post on the Suwannee with an adequate garrison, you may proceed with the remainder of 
your command, in the boat you have prepared for the service, provided, in addition to your supplies, you 
can transport from seven hundred and fifty to one thousand bushels of corn, at least, for the use of the 
army. Should your boat be properly secured, as you report, with bulwarks, you may enter the river 
and ascend to the rapids at or near Licutenant Graham’s old camp, which will be within ten or twelve 
miles at furthest from Camp Izard, General Gaines’s intrenched position, and where this wing of the 
army will probably cross the Withlacoochee. You must be at that point by the 30th instant, or you will 
probably be too late to afford any aid to this wing of the army—the sole motive which sanctions the ser- 
vice to which you have been called. You will fire a volley of musketry as you enter the river, and volleys 
each morning at 9 o'clock, as you ascend, and after you have reached the point to which you have been 
directed, until responded to by a gun from the right wing of the army. It is expected that you move 
with great caution, in no instance exposing your men unnecessarily, or your boat or command to capture. 
It is possible that you may meet at or near the Withlacoochee, with the cutter Dallas, Captain Green, 
ordered by the governor of Florida on the same service now assigned you, and if so, you will communi- 
eate with him, and co-operate in the duties which may be so important to the military operations now 
carrying on in Florida, 

“As your movement is intended to assist and not to embarrass this wing of the army, you must not 
move without an adequate supply of ammunition, and from thirty to forty days’ rations for your whole 
command, at the least, in addition to the corn you may transport for our relief. If, after providing for 
your own subsistence and that of the detachment left for the defence of the Suwannee old town, there 
be a surplus of pork or bacon at the posts, it would be very acceptable to this army, marching, as it has 
been forced to do, on supplies reduced below the quantity which otherwise would have been desirable. 
On reaching the point on the Withlacoochee designated, you will use all due precautions to secure your 
boat and command by building a block-house, or by the construction of some other defence, until you hear 
from or of the army. If, after, however, the 2d or 3d of April, you receive no tidings of or from this 
wing, under the command of General Clinch, you may be sure it has proceeded sowth to unite with Eustis 
and Lindsay; and having left the Withlacoochee, your detention on its waters will be no longer necessary. 
You will therefore return without delay to your post on the Suwannee, and there await the future orders 
of the commanding general, or those which may be transmitted to you by the executive of Florida. 

“By order of Major General Scott. 

“JAMES GADSDEN, Quartermaster General and Inspector General. 


“Major McLemore, Suwannee old town.” 
J , 


It appears, however, from information received from one of the men who was in the block-house, 
that the detachment did not reach the mouth of the Withlacoochee until the 4th or 5th of April, two days 
after it had been ordered to quit it, and when General Seott had crossed that river and was many miles 
south on his march to Chickuchatty. Notwithstanding, however, its fearless commander, and on his own 
responsibility, penctrated the river, established a block-house, and left it garrisoned, with a promise to 
return and relieve it in eight or ten days. Unfortunately, however, as he entered the Suwannee, he was 
with a fever, and fell a victim to its effects. His successor, not advised of his intentions, never 
sent the boat back, and to the above melancholy event (the unexpected death of Major McLemore) may 
be justly attributed most of the misfortunes and sufferings of the gallant little band in the block-house. 

The above are matters of narrative and fact. If opinions are sought or expected on this occasion, I 
give those as of a private individual—that the failure of the campaign is to be found in a combi- 


assailed 


can only 
nation of causes, of which the principal are— 

First. The premature, ill-advised, and ill-organized movement of General Gaines; lis leaving New 
Orleans without adequate transportation; his abandoning the most ample resources at the bay of Tampa, 
and from whence a blow might have been struck with effect against the Pease Creek and Tohopkelika 
Indians, to march upon an exhausted point, consuming supplies in depot for other troops, and demon- 
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strating on the Withlacoochee, without decisive or favorable results. The route of his march to the 
Withlacoochee was unnecessarily lengthened, adding to his embarrassments, and by heading the river, 
placing that stream between him and the enc my—while at Tampa he was on the same side of the river 
with the enemy, and not more than seventy-two miles from their supposed concealment on the Withlacoo- 
chee. By the route of Fort King he had one hundred and thirty-one miles to march, and was opposed, 
finally, by the river to meet the enemy. Intrenching himself was strongly recommended as giving 
security, particularly at night, to his men; but not to ‘sally out and offer battle, and drive the Seminoles 
from before his camp when annoying it, operated most unfavorably on the confidence of our own troops, 
while it emboldened that of the enemy. General Gaines had the opportunity offered him of striking a 
blow which might have terminated the war. 

Second. False and unfavorable positions assumed on which to base offensive operations against the 
Indians. They were inferior, too far from the supposed strongholds of the enemy, and too remote from 
the depots of supplies. Forts King and Drane being about thirty to thirty-five miles from the Withlacoo- 
chee, and the former eighty-five and the latter sixty-five from the points of deposit on the St. John’s; 
the road likewise unfavorable, rotten, and muddy in some places, and exceedingly sandy in others. It 
was next to impossible to supply an army under such embarrassments and from such remote points with the 
limited means at command. The true positions would have been on the Withlacoochee and higher up the 
St. John’s; both points togbe supplied by water, and both within the limits of the nation, from whence a 
hunt could have been taken at any time, and trails of Indians pursued with success whenever discovered. 

Third. Insufficiency of transportation, both in animals and vehicles—many of the latter furnished 
were ill calculated for the object. 

Fourth. Insufficiency of the proper rations for Indian wars; flour, pork, and beans sent, instead of 
hard bread and bacon; the latter not only more acceptable to the troops engaged in the contest, but as 
lighter, admitting of the greater quantity being carried in the smaller compass. Had we had these, it is 
very possible the war might have been terminated, as we could, with the transportation at command, 
have marched into the nation with twenty-five days’ rations instead of but sixteen, on which we wer 
compelled to move, and the army would have had nine days longer to operate—multiplying the chances 
of falling in with and overtaking and beating the enemy. 

Fifth. The want of the friendly Indian allies, who were not only important in communicating with 
the enemy and as guides, but indispensabie as bloodhounds to trail the enemy to their concealments. 
There would have been no doubt of the issue could we have discovered the enemy; but understanding 
their game, they eluded our strong parties; took to the jungles and the hammocks of the country, and 
disappeared when pursued. The troops we had, though always ready for the combat, were little possessed 
with such instinct, so necessary in Indian wars, of finding and following the moccasin track. Had the 
Creeks been with us to search out the enemy, the while man would speedily have disposed of them; but 
their aid was denied, and by the government agent. b 

Sixth. A general mistake as to the character of the contest, and a belief that the enemy would 
combine, and that the contest would be terminated by an operation or a battle. The Seminole understood 
his play better, and soon found where his strength lay. With great capacity for combining and for 
dispersing, he adopted at will that which would best secure him victory over small parties or insure 
retreat before the larger. It was an insurrection among the Indians, with a design of strengthening their 
power by a servile contest. Settlements were attacked, the negroes carried off, and the masters murdered. 
The guerilla warfare was resorted to; every hammock echoed with the war whoop, and from every bush 
flashed a rifle. The contest on our part degenerated, therefore, from a war into a hunt, in which the 
enemy had to be sought as you would seek for the lion or the tiger, with the hazard of being sprung upon 
from every jungle or thicket. Our true game, therefore, was not to move in masses, but in parties of 
sufficient strength, thus multiplying the chances of flushing the enemy and of keeping him at bay, if you 
could not whip him, until reinforced by one or the other of the hunting parties. In this opinion, however, 
though often expressed, I was not supported in the army generally. The massacre of Dade and other 
successes of the enemy had produced impressions unfavorable to dispersion. General Scott’s plan of 
campaign, therefore, was generally approved, and was certainly well devised to catch and enclose the 
enemy on the Withlacoochee, but badly or not executed at all. The right wing, where Scott was per- 
sonally present, performed its part; was true to éime in its movements, “and not only { flushed the enemy 
and drove them across the Withlacooe hee, but scoured the south and west bank of that stream, with most 
of the swamps and intricacies of the Holathlekaha lake. The other two wings did not advance to the 
points to which they were directed, on the eastern and southern swamps of the cove—the causes explained, 
I presume, in the official communication of the respective commanders. 

This want of concert and co-operation was fatal to the plan, however well conceived. In the latter 
operations the army was divided into five instead of three parts; but the lateness of the season, the 
reduced condition of the men from privations and sickness, and of the horses from starvation and work, 
all precluded those vigilant and active movements so necessary to find an enemy determined to avoid us, 


and in possession of a country affording such facilities for concealment. 





JAMES GADSDEN, 


Sworn to before— 
THOMAS GADSDEN, Notary Public. 


Deposition of Francis D. Newcomb, late a lieutenant of the 4th regiment of infantry, and assistant quarter- 
master at Tampa Bay. 


Question 1, by Major General Scott What was your official connexion with the army at Tampa Bay in 
April, 1836? 

Answer. I was assistant quartermaster, and in charge of all the duties of the department at that 
place. 
Question 2, by Major General Scott. If any, what means of land transportation for army supplies had 
you received from the quartermaster, then at New Orleans, in March and up to the 17th of April ? 

Answer. I had received none within that time, but subsequently to the departure of the army with 
General Scott there were received at Tampa Bay, about the Ist of May, sixteen mules and a few carts or 
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wagons, These, however, would not have been sufficient for the purpose for which they were required, 
The "y were se nt in answer to a letter calling for about fifty wagons and two hundred horses. 

Question 3, by Major General Scott. What was the c ause, if you know any, why the means of land 
transportation which had been demanded of the quartermaster at New Orleans, expected at Tampa Bay, 
were not received at the latter place before the 17th of April? If the witness received on the subject any 
letter from the quartermaster at New Orleans, please produce the Ictter, or state where it is at present, 
and give its contents from memory. 

Answer, From a communication which I received from New Orleans in relation to transportation I 
believed the reason for its non-arrival at Tampa Bay was caused by an impression received by the 
quartermaster at New Orleans that the war had been terminated, and that impression I communicated 
to General Scott. The reason that this impression was conveyed to my mind is this: in the same 
communication, speaking of other means of transportation, to wit: the schooner “ Motto” and her equip- 
ment, the writer recommended a reduction of the number of hands employed on board of that schooner, 
assigning as a reason that he had understood from good authority that the war was over, or words to 
that effect. I received the letter alluded to above from the quartermaster at New Orleans, and I suppose 
it to be now with some papers belonging to me at my father’s, in Massachusetts. I have written to my 
father to send the letter to my address at this place, (Frederick, Maryland,) to the care of General Scott, 
who is authorized to open it In my absence 

[The letter referred to was subsequently to the taking of this deposition received by Major General 
Scott and by him handed to the judge advocate of this court. It is in the following words, to wit: 


Assistant QuarrerMaster’s Orrice, New Orleans, March 25, 1836. 


“Dear Sir: Enclosed you will find the receipts of Captain Gaty, of the schooner ‘ Motto,’ for seventy- 
five dollars, which IT have advanced to him on your account, as I have no papers to enable me to make a 
settlement with him. I fear he has not sufficient command over his crew, and as they say he knows 
nothing of navigation, perhaps on his return you can get a more suitable person. The crew can be very 
much reduced now, as the war is over. I wish you to look to the armament of the schooner. I am 
responsible for all. Please send me receipts for seventy-five dollars. 

“Tam yours, truly, 
“J. CLARK, Assistant Quartermaster. 


“Licutenant F D. Newco, Assistant Quartermaster United States Army, Fort Brooke, Florida.” | 


(Juestion 4, by Major General Scott. What was the quality or condition of the corn received by you 
from the quartermaster at New Orleans, and by you issued to the horses of the army at Tampa Bay in 
April last ? 

Answer, A great part was very bad, and had been damaged, some probably on shipboard, and some 
probably before leaving New Orleans. It was all more or less damaged, except some bags, which were 
clean and sound, I was compelled to give the supply to the army, because there was none other. 

Question 5, by Major General Scott. State gencrally what means of water transportation and debarka- 
tion were provided by you, by order of Major General Scott, for the e xpedition commanded by Major Read, 
and which proceeded by water from Tampa Bay to the Withlacoochee river. 

Answer, 1 provided, for the transportation of the troops under Major Read, two schooners of probably 
about 200 tons burden, at any rate amply sufficient for the number of troops to go on board. They had 
with them cach a ship’s boat, as means of debarkation. I also provided, for the latter purpose, a small 
schooner of about three feet draught of water, equal to 200 barrels burden, having also with her a yaw. 
I further provided, for _ same purpose, a small sloop, of light draught of water, carrying a pilot for the 
expedition; this sloop had also a yawl. As a further means of de barkation, I expressly caused to be built 
a scow capable of carrying upwards of 100 barrels, which was put on board of one of the transports in 
pieces, all marked, so as to be put together in two hours’ time by the ship-carpenters who were hired 
expressly for the purpose, and who accompanied the expedition, being provided with pitch, oakum, nails, 
and everything necessary to make the scow complete. Before the scow was put on board I had it put 
together, to be certain that every part fitted. In addition to these means, provided by me as quarter- 
master, there was a large ship’s boat furnished by the United States ship Vandalia, with a midshipman 
mentioned as being on board of the sloop was Captain Bunce, of Florida, one of the 
on the coast in that country, and highly respectable. I was sent for by General 


and crew. The pilot 
most intelligent men 
Scott to his quarters, and directed by him to make immediate and sufficient provision for the transporta- 
tion for Major Read’s command to the mouth of the Withlacoochee, and provide the means for their debarka- 
tion. There was an unusual degree of earnestness in General Scott’s manner of communicating this order, 
When I suggested some diffic ulties that lay in my way for such provision, he replied to me: “Sir, you 
must move heaven and earth to accomplish it.” When it was first mentioned to me, I did not think it was 
possible, but by borrowing a little spirit from the general, I succeeded. From General Scott’s manner, I 
satisfied myself that the expedition was of great consequence, and on which he had placed his strongest 
hopes. 
Question 6, by Major General Scott. With reference to the time and place, could better means have 
heen provided to convey Major Read’s detachment by sea to the Withlacoochee, and to enable it to ascend 
that river? 

Answer. I certainly could not have made better provision elsewhere than I there made, nor should I 
have felt it necessary to make better had I been where the most ample means could have been had. 

Question 7, by Major General Scott. At the time Major Read’s expedition left Tampa Bay did you 
yourself entertain a reasonable donbt, or are you aware that any other officer doubted, that the means of 
transportation and debarkation were sufficient to give success to that expedition ? 

Answer. I did not doubt the sufficiency of the means myself, nor do I know that anybody else did. I 
do not think that Major Read himself doubted, although he ‘attempted to find some fault with the means. 


Sworn to before me. ; 
S. COOPER, Judge Advocate and Recorder. 


Owing to the absence of two important witnesses, whose testimony General Scott was desirous of 
obtaining before taking other parol testimony, and as these witnesses could not reach the court before 
to-morrow, the court adjourned to meet at half-past ten o’clock to-morrow morning. 
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DecemBer 6, 1836. 
The court met pursuant to adjournment. All present. 
The court was occupied to-day in examining documentary testimony presented by Major General 
Scott, which will be found accompanying these proceedings. 
The court adjourned to meet to-morrow at half-past ten o’clock. 


Decemper 7, 1836, 
The court met pursuant to adjournment. All present. 


Colonel Wa. Lrxpsay, of the 2d regiment of artillery, a witness on the part of Major General Scott, 
having been duly sworn, was interrogated as follows: 


1. Question by Major General Scott. Where was the witness stationed at the commencement of pres- 
ent hostilities with the Seminole Indians, and what measures in general did the witness suggest and 
recommend to the authorities at Washington and of Georgia on account of those hostilities ? 

Answer. I was stationed at the arsenal, Augusta, Georgia, and hearing of the massacre of the party 
under Major Dade, together with a rumor that General Clinch was surrounded and beset, 1 deemed it 
proper to make a call upon the governor of Georgia for 38,000 troops. I invited the assemblage of two 
volunteer companies, and ordered off to the rehef of General Clinch. These companies were from 
Augusta, and were Robertson’s and Bone’s. They were forthwith sent off. [made an application to the 
War Department for 3,000 knapsacks, to be forwarded to Savannah or Picolata, I do not recollect precisely 
which, for the 3,000 men, should the governor of Georgia send them into the field. 1 received for answer 
to this application, from Major Garland, having charge of the Clothing bureau, that my application for 
knapsacks had been referred to the Secretary of War, who decided that there was no law authorizing the 
furnishing the militia or volunteers with knapsacks. The corporation of the city of Augusta, through the 
banks, (the Bank of Augusta principally,) advanced $10,000 for the purchase of the necessary equipments 
for the two companies mustered by me into service and sent off to the relief of General Clinch. I also 
sent to General Hernandez, in East Florida, a number of cartridges, such as the arsenal afforded, which 
he reported to be unfit for use. I had furnished also, on the requisition of Governor Eaton, something like 
600 or 700 stands of arms, together with ammunition for them, and the transportation (by wagons) for 
them to Tallahassee. I take occasion here to observe that this transportation, which I then procured 
from Tallahassee, were the only wagons or teams I saw on the campaign; noue others were furnished 
by the quartermaster’s department to my portion of the army. These wagons and teams which I sent to 
Tallahassee were taken up by Colonel Gadsden and sent to Tampa Bay. These were the only arrange- 
ments which I recollect to have made prior to the arrival at Augusta of Major General Scott. 

2. Question by Major General Scolt. In asking for the knapsacks, was it because you knew that the 
militia in that part of the Union were generally without knapsacks, and do you consider knapsacks as 
necessary for militia as for regular troops ? 

Answer. 1 knew they were without knapsacks, and that they could not procure them. I consider 
knapsacks as necessary for militia as for regular troops; even indispensable. 

3. Question by General Scott. What was the amount of fixed musket cartridges in the Augusta 
arsenal at the beginning of this year, and what was the quality of the musket powder there ? 

Answer. I cannot answer the first part of the question precisely as to the number. The musket 
rartridges which I found there, and which I distributed to General Hernandez and sent to Governor 
Eaton, had been in the arsenal, as far as I could trace, about sixteen years; the powder out of which 
they were probably made was subjected by me to the proof of the eprouvette. A good deal of it was 
found to be proof powder, but it was so much decomposed by age that it was not rapid enough for 
muskets or rifles; in fact, it would hang fire so much as to destroy its utility for small arms. 

4. Question by General Scott. Did the witness purchase powder for musket cartridges, and why that 
purchase ? 

Answer, I did cause to be purchased powder for muskets and rifles, for the reason that the powder at 
the arsenal was unfit for the use of muskets and rifles, although it might answer for cannon. 

5. Question by General Scott. Did the witness serve in the Seminole campaign of 1818 ? 

Answer, 1 did. 

6. Question by General Scott. You have also served against the same Indians in the present war? 
State the comparative difficulties presented to our troops in the two wars by the difference in the nature 
of the country west of the Suwannee and southeast of the Withlacoochee. 

Answer. Ihave. The country east of the Suwannee is infinitely more impracticable than the country 
west. In the first place, the country is intersected by a river—the St. John’s—running from south to 
north nearly its whole length, which is exceedingly difficult to pass under any circumstances, but almost 
impracticable in the presence of an enemy. Nothing is more easy than for the natives of the country to 
evade an army operating upon cither side of the river, say the western, by passing over to the eastern 
side of the river. The country is also intersected in its greatest length by the Withlacoochee river, 
which is also an impracticable stream, difficult to cross under any circumstances, but more particularly in 
the presence of an enemy. The banks of both these streams are lined with extensive marshes and 
hammocks, and the whole country is interspersed with extensive hammocks, savannahs, and marshes. 
These hammocks constitute so impenetrable a thicket as that an Indian who gets perhaps ten feet in 
them is not to be seen afterwards, and cannot be overtaken. The country west of the Suwannee had 
partially some of these features, but the hammocks, swamps, and savannahs are comparatively insig- 
nificant. As regards facilities for obtaining forage, the country west of the Suwannee abounded with 
reed-brakes, which constitute fine food for horses. I have never seen one east of the Suwannee. The 
only resource we found for our horses cast of the Suwannee was fresh burns, as they are termed, affording 
a very scanty supply of young grass. 

(Juestion by the court. Do reed-brakes furnish food for horses at all times of the year; if not, at what 
periods ? 

Answer. They furnish food for horses at all seasons of the year. 

8. Question by General Scott. On the arrival of General Scott at Augusta, towards the end of January 
last, had you a very particular conversation with him on the subject of the war he was about to conduct— 
on the possible numbers of the enemy—his mode of warfare—the number and description of troops 
necessary to put down the war; and what was the information and advice you gave on that occasion ? 
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Answer. I had a conversation with General Scott on the subject of the war he was about to conduct. 
Our conversation was directed to a cousideration of the probable force of the enemy. I though: it 
seemed to be the impression of General Scott, as derived from the War Department, and, as I understood, 
explicitly communicated to him by the War Department, that a small foree and a small expenditure of 
money would only be required to put down the Seminole Indians. From my previous knowledge that 
one of our most successful commanders, General Jackson, for the purpose of conducting a war the 
principal object of which was to drive the Seminoles from the Georgia frontier, had carried into the field 
a force amounting to perhaps six thousand men, I was induced to represent to General Scott that the 
nation had not diminished in numbers, and that if such a commander as General Jackson deemed it 
necessary to carry such a foree against the Semimoles, | begged him not, by any means, to attempt the 
reduction of that mation or tribe with a much inferior force, and that T thought he ought to have at least 
five thousand in the field, a large portion of which should be mounted infantry. T then asked him for 
what term of service he had been permitted to call out his troops; he answered that he was permitted to 
call them out for three months only. I earnestly requested him to try and obtain an extension of the 
term, alleging that nothing but defeat and disaster could follow military operations which were to be 
carried on by men having only three months to serve. He replied that he was not permitted to make a 
requisition for a military force for a longer term, 

9. (uestion by General Scott, What advice did you give General Scott on the subject of detachments 
in the proposed campaign, and on whose practice was thet advice founded 7 

Answer, 1 advised him never to detach under any circumstances. 1 believe I 
Seott, at the same time, that I] had derived that advice from General Jackson, who, upon some occasion, 
when I wanted to go upon detached service, made use of this emphatic expression: “Sir, i never detach 
Thad landed with a regular force at Port Gadsden, which I thought competent to take 
the warrison of St. Mark’s. General Jackson’s destination was at that time in another direction, and I 
begged permission to go and take the garrison of St. Mark’s, which was a Spanish post: + I was left at 
Fort Gadsden, with my foree, which was about 130 or 140 regulars, and the @encral directed me to stay 
there, and not move until Twas joined by 1,200 mounted Tennessecans; and he then observed that he never 
detached, or never suffered small parties to march through the Indian country. [ don’t think that the 
post of St. Mark’s was defended by more than sixteen men at that time; it was taken three or four days 
afterwards by General Jackson’s army, and I don’t think we found more than sixteen men in it. 

10. Question by General Scott. Among the examples of General Jackson’s practice in respect. to 
detaching, did you not, in the same conversation and advice, mention the case cf sending a detachment 
with the sick of the army; and what were the circumstances of this particular detachment ? 

Answer, 1 did. After the battle of Mickasuky, as it was called, I was ordered down from the neigh- 
borhood of the Mickasuky ponds to assume the commend of Fort St. Mark’s, and was directed to take 
charge of the sick and wounded of the army, amounting to about sixty, and carry them to St. Mark’s, 
where there were hospitals and comforts for the sick. I received my order about reveille in the morning 
from General Jackson in person, who said to me, “T put the sick and wounded in your charge, and require 
you to take them to St. Mark’s. As you are marching with so small a force, (I had the same command, 
about 150 or 140,) I think it proper to inform you that you will be perfectly safe from attack, as Captain 


Gordon, of the spies, has explored the route on both sides of you from here to St. Mark’s, (distant about 


mentioned to General 


against Indians.” 


39 miles,} and has seen no signs of the hostiles.” 

Ll. Question by General Scott, Was 0 additional foree added to your own 130 or 140 men for escort- 
ing the sick on that occasion ? 

Answer. 1 think not. Out of the sixty sick, it was calculated by mysclf that probably forty would 
be capable of bearing arms in case of attack. 

12. Question by General Scott. Was your march on that occasion in the rear of the inain army ? 

Ansiver, Precisely; for the main army had just before marched from St. Mark’s to Mickasuky; had an 
engagement there with the enemy, and was passing on to the Suwannee river when I was detached back 
to St. Mark’s. 

13. (Question by General Scott. In your first advance from Tampa Bay, in March last, what were your 
means of land transportation ? 

Answer. 1 carried over thirty horses, which I purchased in Mobile myself. I think I found. there 
perhaps cigut or nine wagons, being the same which TI had sent from Augusta to Tallahassee. It required 
two wagons to conduct the ordinary business of the post of Tampa Bay, as the wood was two or three 
mniles distance, and a great deal of hauling at the post required. 1 think I found there six wagons for 
the purposes of the campaign, capable of averaging about 1,600 or 1,700 weight apiece with the teams 
which wehad. It was reported to me there that General Gaines had carried off all the available horses; 
and if it had not been for the horses which I brought with me TI could not have used the wagons at all. 

14. Question by General Scott. Were your means of transportation for your expedition intu the 
interior from Tampa Bay, in the month of April, about the same, or greater ? 

Answer. 1 think Thad one or two wagons more, Everything was called a wagon; some two-horse 
wagons, and some nondescripts, which might have been peddlers’ carts for what I know. 

15. Question by General Scott, Wad you, on cither expedition from Tampa Bay into the interior, all the 
pecessary means of transportation required by your column; and if not, what proportion of your wants 
had you in the means of transportation 7 

Answer. These wagons coustituted, together with a few pack-horses, my whole means of transporta- 
tion. One of them for each expedition was devoted to the carriage of ammunition, (musket-ball car- 
tridges and rifle powder;) the rest, after carrying as many rations as they would carry, each had to carry 
the corn and hay for its horses; the tents for the party, such as we could procure; camp equipage for 
consisting of camp kettles and a variety of cooking utensils; such spades as might be 
wanted, if any; and, with my command, axes—for I was afraid to trust the militia with them, because 
they would lose them or throw them away. The consequence was, that the only provisions which could 
be carried on a march consisted of what could be carried on the soldiers’ backs, together with what could 
be carried in these wagons, As the militia invariably threw away their provisions, more particularly 
when they were required to carry more than, say, four rations, I had to look to these six or seven wagons 
for carrying the provisions for my army, to enable my army to keep the field. On my march to Chicku- 
it not been for accidentally killing Indian 
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the command, 


chatty my provisions were out on the tenth day; and had 
cattle, I should have been compelled to return to Tampa Bay without reference to the enemy or his move- 


ments. Iwas unable to keep the field for want of transportation. 
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16. Question by General Scolt. In the arsenal at Augusta, at the time you left, in February, were 
there any musket accoutrements; and if so, how many ¢ 

Answer. 1 think there were none. 

17. Question by General Scott. What does the witness know of the quantity of hard bread and bacon 
at Tampa Bay between the 5th and 17th of April, 1836, (independent of what the witness brought with 
him from Mobile;) and was the hard bread and bacon equal to more than a few days’ supply for the dif- 
ferent columns ? 

Answer. Thad brought a supply of hard bread and bacon for my own command. General Scott, in 
failure, I presume, of adequate supplies for the armies of Generals Clinch and Eustis, ordered me to give up 
to the common stock the hard bread and bacon which I had brought for the use of my own force. I don’t 
know what supply General Scott had; but I do know that I had not more than five days’ supply after the 
redistribution made dy General Scott of the bacon and hard bread which [ had brought with me. 

18. Question by General Scott Is the witness aware that General Scott failed in any particular, in 
point of zeal, activity, and judgment, to do all that was possible, under the circumstances, to give success 
to the war against the Seminole Indians ? 

Answer. In respect to General Scott’s activity and zeal, I bear testimony to his unbounded devotion 
to the interests and honor of the service, disregarding on his own part every sacrifice which was involved 
by the calls upon him for labor and privation in a course of the most severe and perhaps arduous duty in 
which an officer could be engaged. With respect to his judgment, I cannot conceive a more judicious 
plan of operations than that which was concerted in the movement of the three columns; and had it been 
possible to coerce such an enemy, who fled before us in all directions, into an actual conflict, the measures 
adopted by General Scott would scem to me to have been the only ones which were capable of producing 
that result. T therefore cannot consider that there was a failure of the campaign, but that the public was 
necessarily disappointed when they formed the belief that a country four hundred miles long and one 
hundred and eighty broad could be reduced by a coup de main with troops called out for only three months, 
but who actually served only thirty days, and the means of transportation for keeping which in the field, 
and in the presence of the enemy, even during that thirty days, were always inadequate. 

19. Question by Geaeral Scott. It has been said that the war against the Seminole Indians was success- 
fully ended on the west bank of the Withlacoochee before the 10th of March last. Did the Seminoles met 
at different times by your command show that they had been previously subdued, or the reverse ? 

Answer, | had nothing but evidences of unabated hostility from them to the very last moment I staid 
in Florida. 

20. Question by the court. Will you state to the court your opinion of the causes that prevented the 
subjection of the Seminole enemy in the campaign conducted by Major General Scott in 1836 ? 

Answer, | have already stated that to reduce a nation occupying such an extent of territory, with the 
peculiar topographical features belonging to it, was necessarily a work of more time than was allotted to 
General Scott for the performance of it. I mean in respect to the term of service of the militia. I will 
explain what I mean by the limit of time. This consisted, first, in the short duration of the term of service 
of the foree with which he was operating. It would have been, however, limited also by the nature of 
the climate, which is so prolific of disease from the month of April as that military operations, could they 
be carried on, would be necessarily attended with great waste of human life; but, in all probability, would 
be necessarily suspended by the climate. But in addition to these circumstances, General Scott found 
himself hampered by acting upon a scale of things which had been laid down for him by others, and which 
scale of things he could not alter. For instance, he was acting upon a base-line of operations of two 
hundred miles in length with the single advantage of a depot at each extremity of this line—say one at 
Picolata, and the other at Tampa Bay. His intermediate depots, if any such had existed, must necessarily 
have been supplied from either Tampa Bay or Picolata. The only means of carrying these supplies, as 
there was no water communication on the whole route of two hundred miles, was by wagonage, in a 
country which had neither horses nor wagons, other than such as the quartermaster’s department might 
supply. I myself attempted, with the inadequate transportation which I found at Tampa Bay, previously 
to receiving any definite instructions from General Scott, to establish two depots in advance of my 
position—one on the Hillsborough, twenty-three miles from Tampa, and one on the Withlacoochee, twenty- 
five miles beyond the Hillsborough. Could I have sueceeded—had L had adequate transportation—I should 
have enabled General Scott’s army to keep the field as long as he might think proper, and also General 
Eustis’s army as long as he might choose to keep the field. But for want of the transportation to establish 
these two depots, I could not effect the object; and General Scott, for instance, having no intermediate 
depot between Fort Drane and Tampa Bay, nor General Eustis between Volusia and Tampa Bay, both 
were prevented by the exigency of circumstances from continuing as long on the fighting ground as 
would have been necessary to strike the enemy with any considerable effect. It is a fact that most of 
our parties were capable of carrying not more than about ten days’ provisions; that it generally took us 
five days, say, to get within striking distance of the enemy, who had only to keep himself in covert for 
two days before his invader was forced to retire from his presence to avoid starvation. It is my belief 
that General Scott, having found this base of operations thus constituted, had not the means of altering 
the position of things beneficially—he had not the means of establishing the intermediate depots, or the 
time, if he had had the means, to effect the change in the existing disposition of things. As it regarded 
the country covered by General Scott’s troops, I do not hesitate to say that no army ever sent out by the 
United States has ever covered more ground and made more active and painful marches. But from the 

simple fact that the Indians had only to remain two or three days under cover, without fighting, until our 
provisions were exhausted, we were never able to bring them to battle. 

The court adjourned to neet to-morrow at half-past ten o’clock. 


December 8, 1836. 
The court met pursuant to adjournment. All present. 


Colonel Lindsay's testimony continued, in answer to the last question. 


Amongst the causes which would operate to prevent the reduction of the Seminole nation by rapid 
military movements, it may be stated that, from the nature of the climate, they have no towns or villages, 
and very little agriculture, as the earth and the waters spontaneously produce all the food necessary for 
their subsistence in the field. They were hemmed in on no frontier by the whites. In this respect they 
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differed from the Creek Indians, for instance, who, if beaten on the Georgia frontier, would be equally 
repulsed on the Alabama frontier, should they seek refuge there. But the Seminole Indians might flee 
from the Gulf of Mexico to the Atlantic, and from the Wacassa to the Everglades, without meeting with 
a white enemy. In consequence of the climate, they could construct temporary habitations with the 
palmetto, which would keep out the sun and turn the rain, in less time than a white man could pitch a 
tent, if he had it. Heretofore our operations against Indians have been successful in proportion as we 
could move in upon their villages and cornfields and burn or destroy them; but the Seminole climate and 
country left us no such means of military coercion. Another cause of the failure of our operations against 
the Seminole Indians may be found in our total ignorance of a country which, although near to us, was as 
much unknown as the interior of Africa. Neither could we procure guides who were at all acquainted 
with the country. The friendly Indians alone presented themselves to us for that service, who I con- 
scientiously believe were interested in misleading us; consequently, as it regarded my own movement, I 
never knew anything of the country in advance of my pioneers. In the conversation with General Scott 
at Augusta I suggested to him the propriety of organizing a spy corps, to consist of some two hundred or 
three hundred mounted men. IT endeavored, in reference to my own movements, to form a spy corps, in 
order that I might see a little in advance of my pioneers, | issued an order to organize such a corps, and 
I found, from the scarcity of horses, that I could not mount nine men. So small a corps being totally 
inadequate for the purposes which I wished to effect, T abandoned the attempt. I was also so scarce of 
horses that though frequently on my march T could see to the right and left droves of Indian cattle, I was 
compelled to suffer them to pass; and only ina few instances, where the officers of the command lent their 
horses to the persons ordered to drive these cattle into camp, could I obtain any at all. 1 do conceive 
that the transportation was totally inadequate to the wants of the campaign. 

21. Question by General Scott. The witness spoke of the want of a sufficient number of competent 
guides. Was it practicable for the witness to have found at Tampa Bay, or in Florida, better or more 
competent guides than those he actually obtained 7% 

Answer. When I arrived at Tampa it was stated to me that General Gaines had taken off all the 
euides, Indians and others, upon his march to the north, I found actually none there, although I hired 
some individuals, who pretended to some knowledge of the country, in the capacity of guides, though 
they were actually as ignorant as mysclf of the topography of the country, and none better or other 
could be obtained. 

22. Question by General Scott. Did you find any road open in your operations in Florida, (other than 
the Fort King road,) or had you to open roads. for your marches ? 

Answer, I found no other road open than the Fort King road, and my pioneers early opened all the 
roads over which T marched. 

23. Question by General Scott: What was your observation in respect to the capacity of troops, regu- 
lar or militia, to march, cach man with a knapsack, musket, ammunition, and four days’ subsistence on his 
person, as late as the 20th or 25th of April, in reference to the heat of the climate in the country southeast 
of the Withlacoochee 7 

Answer, 1 think about that time both description of troops became so much exhausted by four o’clock 
in the day (for both had been bivouacking for about ninety days, and whether they were marching or at 
rest were equally exposed to the weakening influences of the climate) that a much inferior force at that 
hour of the day, fresh, would have had decided advantages ina conflict with any portion of the army with 
which I was in contact. The heats of Florida from April out are exhausting and desolating, 

24. Question by the Court. Wf the country furnished ample means of cover and of subsistence by the 
spontaneous productions of the earth and water for the Seminole warriors, why could not the white 
troops in the same country cover and supply themselves by the same means, and thus pursue the enemy 
and keep the ficld ? 

Answer, The subsistence said to be obtained by the Seminoles consisted principally in a root called 
“ conte,” which, by a certain preparation unknown to soldiers, and which is withal very tedious, yields a 
farinaceous substance called arrowroot. Few of our troops were acquainted with the plant when they 
saw it, nor do I think any but an Indian could have subsisted upon it. The Indians, besides, have 
resources of fish and game which we had not leisure to take. With respect to the habitations constructed 
of the palmetto leaf, 1 anxiously endeavored to induce the company officers to have their men instructed 
in the construction of these habitations; but, after weaving the thatching for a roof, we found in no 
instance that they would turn rain, and we abandoned the attempt for want of skill. One other resource 
of the Indians consisted in large herds of cattle, which were driven into the swamps and hammocks, in 
advance of all our movements, for concealinent; and so successful had they been in hiding this property 
that, although I subsisted my own army on junk beef for four days, all that time I never killed a bullock 
or anything but a milch cow. 

25. (Juestion by General Scott, Were not many of the Alabama regiment discharged by you in the 
month of April on account of disability; and was not that disability produced by the effects of the heat 
and the climate 7 

Answer. Yes. I marched out with the Alabama regiment, something like 812 strong, on my first 
march; on my last, the same regiment consisted of about 460, and at this last period there were 400 sick 
with the dysentery at Tampa Bay; all of which I attributed to military movements in a malignant 
climate. 

26. Question by General Scott. The witness has spoken of the dispersion of the Indians—was not that 
state of dispersion favorable to the subsistence of the enemy ? 

Answer. Highly so. They had only to retreat upon their swataps, where they had plenty of cattle; 
upon the ponds, where they had plenty of fish; and upon the woods, where they had plenty of the “conte;” 
and in no instance did I ever learn that any portion of the hostile force carried provisions with them on 


their march 

27. (Question by General Scott. In reference to the surface of the Seminole country, what were the 
facilities of the enemy in concentrating after dispersion ? 

Answer. They were very great, as connexions of hammocks and swamps would enable them to 
traverse the country in almost any direction concealed from us. 

28. (Juestion by General Scott. In any instance was the column under your command, or any part of 
it, on mecting the enemy, defeated or repulsed, or was the enemy in every case repulsed or driven ? 

Answer. In every case the enemy was repulsed and driven. 

29. (Question by General Scott. What sutler’s stores did the witness find at Tampa Bay; did any arrive 
during his stay there, and did not the troops, officers, and men suffer much from the want of such stores ? 
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Answer. When I first arrived at Tampa Bay, which was about the 6th of March, there were the 
remains of the sutler’s stock, and T understood that the sutler had gone to New Orleans to replenish that 
stock. On my march to Fort Alabama and return, 1 found the stock had diminished considerably. On 
my march to Chickuchatty and return, about the 4th of April, I found the stock entirely gone—that is to 
say, | could get a gill of whiske ‘y for half a dollar; and with regard to all those artic les of comfort which 
a Soldier might want, whether of clothing or diet, ‘the ‘re was literally nothing in the sutler’s store. I did 
understand that Mr. Morris, the sutler, had gone to New Orleans to replenish his stock, and learning there 
that General Gaines had subdued the Indians and forced them to sue for peace, he did not think it necessary 
tou bring on another supply, and none was brought during my continuance at the post. There was 
considerable suffering among the troops and officers for want of sutler’s supplies. There was not, within 
my knowledge, any other shop or store of any sort at the post. 


Brevet Brigadier General Axa. Evstis, a witness on the part of Major General Scott, being duly 
sworn, Was interrogated as follows: 

1. Question by General Scott. How many days’ subsistence was the witness enabled to take with his 
column on its advance from Volusia upon Pelaklikaha, and why was the quantity limited to days ? 

Answer, Thirteen days; no more could be carried for want of means of transportation, Five days’ 
rations were carried by each individual, and subsistence for eight more for each man was carried in the 
Wagons. 

2. Question by General Scott. Was there a full supply of hard bread for witness’s column on the St. 
John’s at the commencement of his advance on Pelaklikaha, or was he obliged to substitute a portion of 
flour; and had any bacon arrived before the commencement of that march ? 

Answer. The column under my command never had a full supply of hard bread. It was not to be 
obtained. Thad no bacon. 1 was of course obliged to take a portion of flour. 

3. Question by General Scott, Did the enemy met with by the troops under the witness’s command 
show a disposition to treat or surrender, or the reverse ? 

Answer. The appearance of an enemy was always announced to me by their firing upon my advanced 
guard, There was no disposition shown to treat with us, or to have any communication with us. 

4. Question by General Scott, In respect to hard bread and bacon, what were the means of supplying 
the witness’s column found at Tampa Bay ? 

Answer. IL received at Tampa Bay, by dint of great solicitation, from the commanding general, about 
five days’ rations of bacon for the column under my command. There was still a deficiency of hard 
bread; but it is my impression that J marched from Tampa Bay with about eight days’ rations of bread 
and some flour. A considerable portion of the hard bread was baked by the men of my command in 
ovens which were constructed at Tampa Bay while we were there. 

5. Question by General Scott. Wad not the witness reason to believe that the hard bread and bacon 
issued to his column were in exact proportion to the issues made to the other troops ? 

Answer. I believe so. 1 know that a portion of the bacon was taken from Colonel Lindsay’s command, 
which he considered as belonging exclusively to them. 

6. Question by General Scott. What part of your column was marched by you to Tampa Bay, and 
what portion halted in the interior; how long did your mounted men and wagons remain at Tampa Bay; 
and did you consider that delay as indispensable in order to recruit your cavalry horses and those of the 
baggage train? 

Answer, The part of the column that was marched into Tampa Bay consisted of Colonel Goodwyn’s 
regiment of mounted South Carolina volunteers; the portion halted sixteen miles distant from Tampa Bay 
consisted of a battalion of Ist regiment United States artillery, under Major Kirby, about 190 men; a 
company of South Carolina volunteers, (Captain Elmore’s) about 100, and Colonel Brisbane’s regiment of 
South Carolina volunteers, about 500. The horsemen remained at Tampa Bay about 12 days, from about 
the 5th to the 16th of April, inclusive; during that time the wagons belonging to my column, or a portion 
of them, made one trip from Tampa Bay to Fort Alabama, on the Hillsborough, to make a deposit of 
provisions and forage, and one trip to the camp of the foot soldiers, with provisions for them. When I 
reached the camp, within 16 miles-of Tampa Bay, the horses of the mounted Carolina regiment, of the 
wagon train, and of the artillery, (for I had two pieces of artillery,) were so much exhausted for want 
of forage that I found it necessary to cause them to be led, not ridden, to Tampa Bay for forage. I 
consider the delay at Tampa Bay as having been indispensable, in order to recruit those horses, and that 
they were not fit to move one day earlier than they actually did move, 

7. Question by General Scott. Wow did you find the grazing for horses generally in your marches 
through Florida ? 

Answer, Almost none. The grass was so scanty upon the burns that it required a range of at least 
three acres to afford subsistence for one horse. This was on the march downward. It was somewhat 
lessened on the return march. 

8. (Juestion by General Scott. What was the quality of the corn and long forage issued to the horses 
of your command at Tampa Bay ? 

Answer. The hay was very good generally; the corn, much of it, heated, and so bad that the horses 
refused it. 

9. Question by General Scott. Do you recollect anything of a proposition submitted through the 
officers of Colonel Goodwyu’s regiment at Tampa Bay to take on the horse of each officer and man three 
bushels of corn in the next movement from that place; and what was the result of that proposition ? 

Answer. | remember such a proposition being made, and conversing with Colonel Goodwyn about it. 
The result of the conversation was, that if such order were given, it would not be obeyed, and could not 
be enforced. 

10. Question by General Scott. What quantity of corn was finally taken, upon an average, by the mounted 
men of your column, on the march from Tampa Bay ? 

Answer. They were ordered to take five pecks for each horse, but it is my belief that they did not 
actually carry more than three. 

11. Question by General Scolt. What detachments were made from the witness’s column on the return 
march from Tampa Bay ¢ 

Answer. Colonel Goodwyn’s regiment was detached to Pease creek, about fifty miles from our line of 
march to the south. I do not recollect any other detachment until we arrived at Volusia, when a detach- 
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ment of two companies of mounted men, and about sixty in boats, was ordered to Spring Garden, on the 
St. John’s. The party in the boats did not succeed in reaching the point of destination; the horse, how- 
ever, did succeed, and scoured the ne ighborhood. General Seott also moved himself with a detac bane mt 
in a steamboat up the St. John’s. [ had forgotten to mention that two days before Tinarched for Volusia 
General Seott had gone in advance, with two companies of mounted men, to Volusia. 

12. Question by General Scott. What does the witness recollect of General Scott's wish that the left 
wing should extend its search for the enemy as far to the east as Lake Tohopkelika; and was it possible, 
with the means of transportation and subsistence at the witness’s command, to make that swamp without 
imminent hazard of being several days without subsistence ? 

Answer. General Scott more than once expressed a wish that the wing under my command should 
strike a blow upon the party of Philip, the Indian chief, who was said to reside near ‘to the Lake Tonop- 
kelika. During my stay in Florida I never was able to find an individual who had ever been at that lake, 
Tam not sure now that it is not an imaginary lake. I am certain there was no individual with the left 
wing of the army who knew where to find it. With the means of subsistence and transportation within 
my control, and without a guide, I thought it little less than madness to attempt to go in pursuit of a 
lake of which nobody knew anything but by report, and I feel quite sure that the troops under my com- 
mand would not have gone. 

13. Question by General Scott. The witness has spoken of the proposition made to his mounted regi- 
ment in respect to corn to be taken on horseback. Was not that proposition connected with the proposed 
march around the supposed Lake Tohopke Tika 

Answer. My impression is, at this moment, that Colonel Gadsden, who was the chief of General Scott’s 
staff, and who appeared to be better acquainted with the topography of Florida than any individual T saw 
there, wished the column under my command to march southerly from Tampa Bay, by a lake which he 
deseribed to be the headwater of Pease creek, and thence round the headwaters of the Ocklawaha, so as 
to endeavor to find this said Lake Tohopkelika; but he did uot pretend to know precisely where Lake 
Tohopkelika was. I think it was in accordance with this wish of Colonel Gadsden that the proposition 
was made to Colonel Goodwyn. 

14. Question by General Scott, What guides had the witness for his movements in Florida? Were they 
in sufficient number, and qualified for the service, aud could the witness have obtained better guides ? 

Answer. The only guide whom I could procure was a drunken negro, named Ben Wiggins. — I offered 
high prices but could obtain no other. His knowledge of the country extended as far as Pelaklikaha, I 
had not an individual with me who could lead my column one step bey md the road to Fort King, south- 
west. I had no friendly Indians with me, no scouts, no spies, no euide s, except the one named, and he 
would get drunk whenever he could get liquor. 

15. Question by General Scott. With a full supply of hard bread and bacon, how many days longer 
could you have kept the field in your march upon Tampa Bay, with your means of transportation, and 
how many days longer on your return march to the north ? 

Answer. I could, as it was, have kept the field longer than I did, in marching to Tampa Bay; my sub- 
sistence would have lasted two days longer; I could have ke ‘pt the field with bacon, I suppose, about three 
additional days. I mean that the weight of nine days’ rations of pork in barrels would have been equal 
to twelve days’ rations of bacon, I think. I tried to lessen the weight of the pork by drawing off the 
brine, and also by taking it out of the barrels and carrying it in bulk in the wagons; but the heat of the 
climate at mid-day spoiled a good portion of that which was thus treated. 

The court adjourne <d to meet to-morrow morning at ten o’clock. 


DecempBer 9, 183¢ 


The court met pursuant to adjournment. All present. 
General Eustis in continuation. 


The detachments which I have already mentioned as being made from my column on the return march 
from Tampa Bay were made by the express command of General Scott. When Colonel Goodwyn received 
an intimation that his regiment would be ordered to Pease creek, he came to me to request my interces- 
sion with General Scott that they should be excused from that duty, expressing great doubt whether his 
horses would be able to accomplish it, and the extreme reluctance of his men to go upon the expedition, 
assuring me, however, that if they were ordered they would obey. After conversing with General Scott, 
I informed Colonel Goodwyn that my intercession was in vain, and advised him to wait on General Scott 
in person on the subject. He did so, and immediately after his interview with the general, he informed 
me that General Scott was bent on the expedition, and that he must obey, however reluctant. The com- 
panies composing the detachment spoken of from Volusia for Spring Garden were designated by General 
Scott himself before | reached Volusia; and it was only with great difficulty, by an urgent appeal to the 
patriotism and State pride of the South Carolina brigade, that T could induce them to obey the order, the 
terms of service having nearly expired, and all being anxious to return home. 

16. Question by General Scott. What sutlers’ stores did the witness find at Tampa Bay? Did any arrive 
during his stay there; and did not the troops, officers, and men suffer.much from the want of such stores? 

Answer. | found no sutlers’ stores at Tampa Bay when I arrived there; none arrived while I was 
there, and both officers and men suffered for the want of them. For myself, from the time I marched 
from Volusia to my return to it, | had nothing but the soldier’s ration, carrying no personal supplies for 
the want of transportation. 

17. Question by General Scott, Was there any suffering among the troops of your column—volunteers 
and regulars—for the want of shoes, jackets, shirts, Re. articles usually found in sutlers’ shops or stalls? 

Answer, Not to my knowledge. 

18. Question by General Scott. What practicable road, other than the ene from Tampa Bay to Fort 
King, did the witness find in his operations in Florida, or did he cause roads to be opened by his troops 

Answer. I found a tolerable road from St. Augustine to Picolata, and from St. Augustine south to 
Tomoea creek; none other than those I have mentioned, except the Fort King road. I did cause roads to 
be opened by the troops, and bridges to be made. The bridge over the Ocklawaha cost me one entire 
day, or eighteen hours incessant labor in going to Tampa Bay, and about half that time in returning, part 


of the bridge being destroyed by the enemy. I had also great difficulty in crossing the two branches of 
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the Withlacoochee and the Hillsborough; the Big Withlacoochee I bridged; the banks of the line branches 
of the Withlacoochee and the Hillsborough were so precipitate that horses could not be used in crossing 
the wagons—they were obliged to be h: iuled over by the soldiers. The same difficulty also occurred in a 
palmetto swamp of considerable extent where horses could not be used on account of the bog; the diffi- 
culty of crossing this swi amp Was suc h as to consume nearly the whole day in getting the wagon train 
across it; the column, starting at an carly hour, was, on account of the difticultie 'S prese nted by this sw amp, 
unable to accomplish more than four or five miles march on that day. 

19. (Question by General Scott. Some of the witness’s troops were a little delayed in arriving at his 
advance depot, Volusia, and the column delayed beyond the time first proposed for its reaching: its posi- 
tion at Pelaklixaha. Will the witness state to the court the accidents which caused these delays ? 

Answer, Before I had received the orders of General Scott to concentrate my force at Volusia, a por- 
tion of the troops constituting the left wing had been extended through a chain of posts as far south as 
Williams’s plantation, on Mosquito inlet, where a small depot of provisions had been established, and 
where Major Kirby, with two companies of artillery, was posted. A few days after the arrival of the 
mounted regiment of South Carolinians at St. Augustine, I] detached Lieutenant Colonel Butler with four 
companies (mounted) with orders to pass by the four posts occupied by Colonel Brisbane’s regiment, and 
proceed on to Kirby’s post, and thence pursue his route, taking Kirby with him, to Spring Garden, with 
orders, also, to follow any fresh Indian trail until he could come up with the Indians supposed to be in 
that neighborhood, I had myself proceeded by water, in a steamboat, by the Mosquito inlet, to Kirby’s 
post, expecting to meet Colonel Butler there, and to give him further instructions. After waiting there 
twenty-four hours, and Colonel Butler not having arrived, | hastened back to St. Augustine, and there 
found General Scott’s instructions of the 14th of March, directing me immediately to concentrate my 
force at Volusia. Orders were immediately sent to the advanced posts to hasten their march, and an 
express was despatched in pursuit of Colonel Butler. I then proceeded to Picolata to execute the instruc- 
tions of General Scott at that post, and thence by steamboat to Volusia. I reached Volusia about the 
same time that the head of the column from Tomoca arrived there. The route from Tomoca to Volusia 
was so very difficult that several wagons were destroyed and left on it, and many of the horses com- 
pletely knocked up. On my arrival at Volusia, I learned that Colonel Butler with his battalion had been 
there, and gone off with the only guide, nobody knew where; neither had anything been heard of Kirby’s 
battalion. After waiting several days, and having crossed a considerable portion of my foree and bag- 
eage train over the St. John’s, I ordered a detachment of twenty mounted men, under a subaltern, to 
pursue Colonel Butler’s trail, until he was overtaken, and deliver him my order for his immediate return. 
This was on the 24th of March, This detachment, after proceeding abont four miles, fell in with a small party 
of Jndians, and, after a skirmish with them, returned to my camp without having executed the order. 
The next day a second detachment was sent on a similar errand, which met ¢ ‘olonel Butler’s battalion a 
few miles from my camp, on their return. On this day, also, the 25th of March, Kirby’s battalion reached 
me by a forced march, having abandoned all its baggage in the swamp. Colonel Butler informed me that on 
his arrival at Tomoca from St. Augustine, with his battalion, he reported himself to Brigadier General 
Ball, of the South Carolina volunteers, who was then in command at Tomoca, and communicated to him 
my orde ‘rs, directing him to proceed on to Kirby’s station; that General Bull countermanded those orders, 
and pere mptorily directed him to proceed immediate ‘ly to Volusia; that, in obedience to the order of Gen- 
eral Bull, he had come to Volusia, and thus having executed General Bull’s orders, he left Volusia to exe- 
cute mine, and proceeded by the way of Spring Garden to Williams’s plantation, on Mosquito. On his 
arrival there he found that the post had been evacuated by Major Kirby; but finding forage and provision 
for his ra n, he remained there a day or two to scour the country and refresh his men and horses. During 
the week that I was thus detained at Volusia, in waiting for the detachments under Colonel Butler and 
Major ivy, I was receiving accessions to my means of transportation, to wit: wagons and horses sent 
by steamboat from Picolata, without which | should not have been able to have carried more than four 
days’ subsistence for the troops under my command. The last of these wagons and horses reached me on 
the evening of the 25th, and IT marched from the west bank of the St. Jolin’s on the 26th. The weather 
for a month preceding had been so very rainy that the whole country was under water, and the first night, 
after crossing the St. John’s, every man in my c: amp literally slept in the water. 

20. Question by General Scott. Ju the witness’s operations south of Volusia, had he reason to believe 
the enemy to be collected into a few considerable bodies, or dispersed into many small parties ? 

Answer. it is my belief that the enemy was not concentrated in any considerable party. Very small 
parties and the trails of such were discovered by the troops under my command; but | have no reason to 
believe, at any time during my operations in Florida, that a party larger than one hundred ever approached 
any portion of my command—perhaps [should speak within bounds if I were to say fifty. The enemy 
appeared to be gifted with ubiquity: he was to be found everywhere and nowhere. 

21. Question by General Scott, What were the witness’s observations on the capacity of the troops to 
execute marches south of the Withlacooche, loaded with arms, ammunition, and knapsacks, and four days’ 
subsistence, as late as the 20th of April ? 

Answer. On the return march from Hillsborough river to Volusia, which commenced, I think, about 
the 20th of April, the troops under my command suffered exceedingly from the heat of the weather, and 
though the column was generally in motion at the rising of the sun, | was obliged to make long halts at 
noon, so that I could rarely accomplish more than fifteen miles per day. 

22, (Question by Gene ral Scott. In your operations southwest of the St. John’s river, from what sources 
did your men and horses generally derive water for drinking, and what was the state of the ponds on your 
return march upon Volusia? 

Answer, The water was generally obtained from ponds, or, as they are generally termed there, “sink- 
holes;” and on the return march, the water was very bad, from the ponds bei ng muc ‘h dried and the great 
growth of the vegetation around them, the water being nearly a mass of animal life, 

23. Question by General Scott. About what number of sick and disabled were left by your column at 
Volusia, Tampa Bay, and Fort Alabama ? 

Answer, Leannot speak with any certainty, but imagine about three hundted. The measles prevailed 
more than any other disease. I think that in the course of the three months’ service of the South Carolina 
brigade, (consisting of at first sixteen hundred men,) there were nearly five hundred cases of measles. 1 
should think about one out of five or six who had had the measles was able afterwards to perform duty. 

24. Question by General Scolt. Is the witness aware that General Scott failed in any particular, in point 
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of zeal, activity, and judgment, to do all that was possible, under the circumstances, to give success to the 
war against the Seminole Indians ? 

Answer. 1am not aware of any deficiency in the conduct of General Scott, as commander of the forces, 
I believe that he did all that man could do under like circumstances. 

25. Question by General Scott. In reference to the surface of the Seminole country, what were the 
facilities of the enemy in concentrating after dispersion ? 

Answer, The facilities were very great, owing to the numerous covers, such as hammocks and swamps, 
which were generally connected as a chain, through which the Indian trails led, so that if small parties 
were discovered in the pine openings, they could generally take cover before they could be attacked. 

26. Question by the court. What were the principal causes that prevented the subjection of the Seminole 
enemy in Florida, in the campaign conducted against him by Major General Scott, in 1836 7? 

Answer. The want of time during which operations could be carried on in the Seminole country; the 
deficiency of all supplies appertaining to the quartermaster’s department, especially the means of trans- 
portation; the peculiar nature of the country and of the climate, and the character of the enemy, exhibiting 
the finest traits of partisan warfare; the peculiar nature of the principal part of the forces employed, and 
their very limited term of service; the country which was the scene of operations being one entire uex- 
plored wilderness, furnishing neither subsistence nor shelter for manor horse; the want of depots of pro- 
visions and forage, prevented the operations of the army being continued to any considerable extent; the 
entire want of guides and an impossibility of procuring them at any price or by any inducement. When 
I said the country was unexplored, | meant to convey the idea that it was utterly unknown to the whites 
in all its features. Ihave objected to the kind of troops employed during the campaign under General Scott 
in Florida. Eight-ninths of the troops under my command were militia volunteers, mustered into the service 
of the United States for three months, more than halfof which term had expired before they crossed the St. 
John’s to march into the enemy’s country. There were very few individuals among them who had ever 
seen an Indian, or had ever passed over an Indian boundary. I have said that Thad but one guide; there 
were, however, five other individuals attached to my command who were paid as guides, but who knew 
literally nothing of the country west of the St. John’s, having, I believe, never been there, with the excep- 
tion of one who had driven a carriage from Fort King to Tampa Bay, on the military road, but had never 
deviated to the right or left of the road. I liave heard the testimony of Colonel Lindsay to a similar ques- 
tion, and I concur fully in the opinion he has expressed. 

27. Wuestion by the court. Was there a sufficient number of troops at the disposal of General Scott, and 
under his immediate command, to subdue the Seminoles, had the operations been commenced at an earlier 
day, and the supplies of every kind amply furnished for the war ? 

Answer. It is my opinion that there was a suflicient number of troops under the control of General 
Scott for any operations in Florida against the Seminole Indiais. As to the power of subduing them I 
cannot answer, for they never could be found in numbers to combat; neither do I believe they ever will be 


found concentrated again. 

28. Vuestion by the court. Was the supply of arms and ammunition abundant and of good quality ? 

Answer, So far as related to the troops under my command, yes. T cannot answer for others. With 
regard to the ammunition, a large proportion of it was prepared at the State arsenal in Charleston, South 
Carolina, and by Captain Van Ness’s company of artillery, which had been detained at Fort Moultrie for the 
purpose of making cartridges. All my tents and most of my camp equipage, including kuapsacks, were 
obtained on a loan from the State of South Carolina, 

29. Question by the court. Were the provisions furnished the troops as rations 
abundant 7 

Answer, | believe so. 


eood, wholesome, and 


Q 


Cuartes M. Turvstoy, esq., late a captain in the army, a witness on the part of General Scott, being 
duly sworn, was interrogated as follows: 


oO 


1. Question by Major General Scott. In what capacity did the witness serve with the Florida army, 
between, say, February and June, 18367 

Answer, Up to about the 15th of March I was commanding a battalion at Fort Drane, and about that 
time I began to act as assistant adjutant general of the right wing of the Florida army, and continued so 
to act until about the middle of May. General Clinch was the commanding officer of that wing of the 
army throughout the campaign, though General Scott, the commanding general, in person, marched with 
it to Tampa Bay. 

2. Muestion by General Scott, What was the condition of the troops brought by Major General Gaines 
from Tampa Bay on their arrival at Fort Drane from Camp Izard, and was their strength sufliciently 
recruited for active operations before the 20th or 25th of March? 

Answer, Those troops appeared to have suffered very much by exposure, fatigue, and want. Many 
of them, upwards of one hundred of the sick and wonnded, were left behind at Fort Drane, when the army 
marched on the 25th of March. The troops of General Gaines’s army that did march with us were never, 
in my estimation, sufficiently recruited to undertake that march, This impression [ derived from my own 
observation, and information derived from the officers belonging to those troops on the march to Tampa Bay. 

3. Question by General Scolt. When the right wing of the army commenced operations from Fort 
Drane, what was the general belief at the headquarters of the wing, and at General Scott’s headquarters, 
as to the enemy’s then position and concentration? 

Answer. 1 did not entertain a doubt, myself, that the enemy was still concentrated about the Withla- 
coochee, where I believed, and I think it was the impression of others who had the best opportunities of 
information, that the women and children were there placed for security by the enemy; that they would 
defend the passage of the river with all their force, as they had done when threatened by General Gaines. 
IT heard no other supposition than that there we should be resisted, and that there the principal battle 
would be fought. That impression continued with me and others, and I believe generally throughout the 
wing, until our advance had-landed on the opposite bank. I will mention, in support of this opinion, the 
fact that one of our men was cut off by a small party of Indians, said to be five, within cight miles of 
Fort Prane, on our first day’s march. 

4. (Question by General Scott, Was not the general impression just stated by the witness increased by 
the bravado discharge of arms by the enemy on the arrival of General Clinch’s column on the Withlacoochee? 

Answer, When we arrived on the Withlacoochee, a single discharge of a six-pounder was given as a 
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signal gun. It was immediately replied to by a rifle on the opposite side of the river. In the course of 
that afternoon some volleys were fired by the enemy on the opposite side of the river, and during the 
night they fired into the camp, from what point I do not know; but, I presume, a dist: snee of from three 
hundred to four hundred yards. 

5. Question by General Scolt. About what day did the last train of wagons, with subsistence, arrive 
at Fort Drane, prior to the march of General Clinch’s column to the southeast? 

Answer. I dowt remember the precise day. The wagon-trains, from the 5th day of Janu: iry, when the 
train consisted of not more than five wagons, were kept plying between the St. John’s river and Fort 
Drane with the greatest activity and despatch possible with our means, averaging a trip, I think, once 
in eleven or twe Ive days, for the purpose of subsisting the few troops there during the great part of the 
winter, and accumul: ting a supply to open the campaign with whenever re inforcements might arrive. 
The train alluded to in the question must have arrived at Fort Drane within two or three days before our 
march; because it had been arranged that not a single day’s subsistence should be consumed there, if it 
could be avoided. The day appointed for the mare h was the 25th day of March; but a torrent of rain fell 
the whole of that day, and prevented until the next morning. For a month, or perhaps more, before the 
25th of March, the train had been increasing in strength, by horses and wagons supplied at Picolata and 
Black creek. 

6. Question by General Scott. What was the general character of the weather from about the 25th of 
February to the 25th of March at Fort Drane? 

Answer. We had, between those points of time, several, at least five or six northeast storms, very 
distressing to troops exposed, accompanied with a great deal of rain. We had some cold weather, with 
ice an inch thick. I will go on to state that there is only one other condition of circumstances (the sum- 
mer climate) connected with that country so hostile to military operations as that produced by these 
rains. In the portion of Florida of which I am speaking there may be said to be but one road, that from 
Tampa Bay to Fort King, which would be greatly injured by them; but where new roads are to be made 
and marches to be performed the difficulties are immensely increased by them, as we found by subsequent 
experience. 

T. Question by General Scott. At Fort Drane, and thence on the march of the right wing upon Tampa 
Bay, did not the witness participate much in the conferences between General Clinch and General Scott, 
and in the confidence of both? 

Answer. I was honored by the confidence of both those gentlemen. I was very frequently present, by 
invitation, at such conferences, and at other times both Generals Scott and Clinch expressed themselves, 
informally, about the condition of things and the operations of the campaign, to me. 

8. Question by General Scott. What did the witness understand to be the motives and calculations 
upon which the post called Fort Cooper was established? 

Answer. According to my understanding at the time, that post was established as a post of observe 
tion. In passing up the Withlacoochee river, on the east side, a country of great impracticability age nina 
military operations, and therefore highly advantageous to the enemy for his position, presented itself to 
us. This country, until we saw it, was entirely unknown to us. Not having found the enemy concen- 
trated in any large force, it was thought by General Clinch, I am sure, certainly by myself, that they 
were still secreted in this pond or cove country. I understood the object of establishing that post there 
to be to make observation of the enemy’s country. Another inducement may have been that many men 
began to re port sick, and became applicants for transportation in the wagons; which state of things, had 
it increased in the ratio of the previous day, would have prevented our reac hing Tampa Bay wi ithout estab- 
lishing a post somewhere on the route. On the morning of the day of esti tblishing that post the wagons 
began. to be so loaded down with sick, and some wounde d, that it became necessary to eject from them 
every article of camp equipage, of the small supply of camp equipage that we had with us, to reduce it 
to the lowest possible quantity for troops. A strict scrutiny was ordered by the surgeons to discriminate 
between those of the sick who could march and who could not; General Scott himself, in person, super- 
intending that examination. 

The court adjourned to meet to-morrow morning at 10 o’clock. 


DecemBer 10, 1836. 
The court met pursuant to adjournment. All present. 


Brigadier General Eustis again before the court. 


26. Question by General Scolt. Wad you any regular staff officer of the adjutant general’s, inspector 
general’s, quartermaster’s, or commissary’s departments, with your wing or column ? 

Answer. No; with the exception of the adjutant of the Ist regiment of artillery, who was charged 
with the duties of assistant adjutant general. There were so few officers attached to the batt lion of 
regular troops that I could not withdraw one to serve as quartermaster; but was compelled to intrust 
all the duties of the quartermaster’s department to the regimental quartermaster of one of the volunteer 
regiments, 

27. Question by General Scott. In the operations of your column, did it, or its detachments, meet with 
any repulse or check from the enemy, or was the enemy on every occasion repulsed or drive n? 

Answer. The column under my command never met with any check from the enemy, and the enemy 
was always repulsed whenever he appeared, unless the attack upon the post of Volusia, as reported by 
Major Gates, be considered ar. exception. 


Captain Thruston again before the court. 


9. Question by General Scott. About what time did General Clinch’s column reach Tampa Bay; how many 
days did it remain in that vicinity, and w: «' that delay greater than was absolutely necessary to recruit 
the men and horses for renewed operations ? 

Answer. It reached the Hillsborough river, opposite to Tampa Bay, on the morning of the 6th of April. 
It remained in position there until the 14th. The delay was not greater than was absolutely necessary to 
recruit the men and horses. ‘The horses were very little, or not at all, recruited; the corn received at 
Tampa Bay was so bad that many of the horses refused it; I know that several died in consequence of 
vating it, and the horse-power of the train was not stronger when we left the position than when we 
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reached it. On the morning of the day before leaving Tampa all the sick and all the feeble who might 
be considered unable to undergo the fatigues of another march, in the advanced stage of the season, were 
carefully selected out and left at Tampa Bay. For the purpose of this selection a board of medical officers 
the volunteers were discharged on account ot sickiess: such as preferred 
vat Tampa. I don’t recollect the number left at Tampa; but f think 


artillery twelve or fourteen men were left at Tampa. [ mention 


Was appointed, Many of 
returning home by water to remainin 
of “C” and “IL” companies of the 5 
this fact in order that it may be judged of the number of sick generally left there, as I can’t recollect the 
number. These companies were reduced by the action on the 31st of December, in which they had about 
twenty-five wounded, end some left behind sick at Fort Drane. 1 think they wanted one-third of being 
full, each. I speak entirely from memory, without reference to any notes, in respect to all the numbers 
in this answer. 

10. Question by General Scott. The wing or column under General Clinch entered and scoured the cove 


of the Withlacoochee about the end of March. When that column withdrew from the cove, what was the 


impression of the guides and of headquarters as to the column having scoured the cove to its head ? 
Answer. 1 will remark, in the first place, that we had no guides who knew anything of that part of 
the country. We entered what is termed the cove of the Withlacoochee on the 31st of March, when we 
were met by the enemy. They were driven across the river some three or four miles, when, believing 
that we had passed through the ground which appeared to be the most difficult to us and most favorable to 
them, we returned to pursue our original route, it being impossible to pass any kind of vehicle over the 
ground through which we chased the enemy. In pursuing our route we discovered a continuation of the 
same difficult and impracticable country. Finding that description of country continued for twenty miles, 
and believing then that the body of the enemy might be still secreted there, the post of Fort Cooper was 
established. There was another motive for leaving a battalion in that country, as we might there 
deposit the remains of our subsistence, and, by leaving them, return with a larger supply mm our train 
from Tampa, to what we then supposed would be the scene of further operations. I will state, generally, 
as to guides, that the only person with us who had any knowledge o 
who, several years before, had run a line from the Withtacoochee to Tampa; but not by the route which 
We were so ignorant of the country that we arrived and encamped within a tile of Tampa 
knowing of our proximity; and it was only by accident that we discovered that night that 
I have heard, from individuals in Florida, that 


f the country was Colonel Gadsden, 


we pursued, 
Bay withou 
we were within a quarter of a mile of the Tillsborough., 
no white man was ever known to have been admitted into what is termed the cove of the Withlacoochee; 
the Indians had always been jealous of exposing that country to the knowledge of the white man. 


that 
‘Troops have been 


That cove is not further from Fort King, at its nearest point, than eighteen miles. 
stationed at Fort King three or four years during the friendly intercourse with the Indians, and not one 
of them had any knowledge of that cove country. The cove appeared to me, from the knowledge T had 
of it, to be a large shallow lake, about twenty-two or twenty-three miles in length, occupying a bend of 
the river, and communicating with the river by cypress swamps on its banks at many places. The 
breadth of the lake is generally from one to five miles, interspersed with islands of hammock growth and 
apparent fertility. The peculiar impracticability against military operations arises from the water being 
too shallow for boating, and the impossibility of passing to the islands, except on foot, through morasses 
of such depth that our troops, at the three points at which it was passed, were nowhere less than up to 
the middle. After seeing something of this country, | remember asking General Scott himself if any 
description could have given him an adequate idea of the difficulties which presented against a military 
approach. He replied, it could not. 

11. Question by General Scott. Was the enemy met in the cove, defeated, driven, and dispersed; and 
what were his probable numbers ? 

Answer. The enemy was driven and dispersed, at all points, instantly, and chased until he crossed 
the Withlacoochee river, between three and four miles from the ponds at which the skirmish began; 
making a stand on his retreat at some two or three points most favorable to him. IT estimated the num- 
bers by the firing, and by what I saw, at about one hundred and twenty. 

12. (Question by General Scott. Could the cavalry and artillery have followed the foot of our column in 
the pursuit; and were not the mounted officers, generally, obliged to dismount and leave their horses ? 

Answer. The difficulty was so great, although we passed at the most favorable point of the three at 
which the morass was passed, that only one horse was got over, and he was dragged through by the men. 
Every officer was obliged to dismount and wade through. The depth of the morass where I passed was 
about up to the middle, and miry, so that some of the feebler men were obliged to be assisted through by 
General Clinch, himself, was assisted through by the aid of two men, At the other two 


the stronger. 
This appeared to be the character 


points at which the morass was passed they had still greater difficulty. 
of the approach to the islands in the lake which we afterwards saw in passing up the outer border of it. 
These morasses are wet savannahs, grown up with tall saw-grass, ten or twelve feet high in most places. 
13. Question by General Scott. State to the court the roads, if any, found by General Clinch’s column in 
the Seminole country; and what roads, causeways, and bridges, the column had to open and to construct ? 
Answer. The road trom Fort Drane to the Withlacoochee was known to us, having been made, by 
General Clinch’s command, in the two former expeditions. Beyond the Withlacoochee, towards Tampa 
Bay, we had to cut out and bridge every step of the road, our route being pursued by a compass. On 
our first day’s march from Fort Drane the road had been rendered so nearly impassable by the heavy 
rains which I have spoken of, that it was only by the united exertion of the whole column that the train 
could be passed, being obliged to lay down a considerable portion of the road with sinall pines. A march 
of twelve miles on the first day injured the horses and teams more than three days’ march would have 
done over average roads. The route to the Withlaceochee was in very bad order for nearly the whole 
distance. The route afterwards, to Tampa Bay, was hilly and sandy, and of course very exhausting to 
the horses of the train. 
14. Question by General Scott. Please state to the court the quality of grazing, and, generally, the 
water for men and horses found by General Clinch’s column in its operations upon and from Tampa Bay ? 
Answer. The grazing was very meagre and insufficient on every part of the route; the Indians 
had been very cautious that the country should not be burned, as is the immemorial custom annually, and 
without which the grazing generally amounts to nothing. Orders were given on the march to ‘Tampa tu 
fire the country at every half mile, that we might find grazing on our return, On the mareh to Tampa 
the water we found tolerable; on the return from Tampa very much worse, unfit for use where any other 


might be had A difference of twelve or fourteen days of hot sun oecasioned a great difference in. the 
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quality of the water. Our dependence for water was on the wet savannahs and limestone sinks, “ sink- 


holes,” as the ‘y are termed in that country, all of them grown up with vegetation and teemi ne with 
insects. For the want of wholesome water I ascribed, in a great measure, the sic kness which occurred 
on our return march. The number of sick was such that on the third day, on our return march from 
Tampa, althongh everything was ejected from the wagons, by a board of officers appointed for the pur- 
pose, exce pt suc h artic les as were absolute ly hecessary for the subsiste nce of th ic troops, and re taining 
only one-tenth per company, (three having been the number per company originally allowed,) that the 
wagon train could not transport more than two-thirds of the sick; many of the sick horsemen who could 
ride on horseback not being taken into the account. 

15, Question by General Scott. In respect to heat after the early part of April, what was your observa- 
tion as to the capacity of men and horses to take on each, say, four days’ subsistence, and to execute 
ordinary marches thus loaded ? 

Answer, On our first day’s march from Tampa, thus loaded, we had not proceeded five miles before 
the men began to be greatly fatigued; and although men and horses had been recruited at Tampa by eight 
days’ rest, our return to the Withlacoochee occupied one day more than our march from the Withlacoochee 
to Tampa. We had not proceeded ten miles on the first day’s march before the broken down footmen 
began to be taken into the wagons This arose from the heat of the climate and the insufficie mney and bad 
quality of the water. The horses suffered equally with the men; several died on the road in the first three 
days, and on the morning of the fourth day I remember that five or six were found dead in camp; some 
were turned out as of no further use. 

16. Question by General Scott. From what you saw and knew of General Scott’s plans, arrangements, 
and personal conduct, is the witness aware of his failing to do or to attempt all in his power under the 
circumstances to give success, if possible, to the campaign with which he was charged against the Semi- 
nole Indians 7 

Answer. I can only answer that everything which I saw about General Scott evinced the greatest 
zeal and devotion for the service. His anxiety appeared at times to amount almost to distress. I believe 
that no man could have done more. [know that no man could have labored more for success. The delay 
of aday at Fort Drane, occasioned by the rain, he considered and spoke of at the time as a misfortune to 
him. 

17. Question by General Scott, The witness became acquainted with the general plan of operations 
projected by General Scott, with the benefit of the witness’s subsequent knowledge of the enemy and 
the country occupied by him—what is the witness’s opinion of that general plan of operations ? 

Answer, When I first heard General Scott detail his plan of operations, I thought he had taken more 
than necessary precautions for advancing into the country with three columns from different points of 
the peninsula, not doubting that our wing of the army would be met by the enemy in force on the Withla- 
coochee. Nor did I believe that a nation of five thousand people could conceal itself so effectually in the 
peninsula south and east of the Withlacoochee that they could not be traced and found by our army. My 
subsequent experience taught me my error, and to consider General Scott’s plan of operations as the 
only true one. 

18. Question by General Scott. What, and probably how many Indian villages were destroyed by 
General Clinch’s column; and if any were spared, what was the motive of sparing them? 

Answer. 1 don’t remember the precise number destroyed ; there were few, probably five or six—I 
think not so many. The most considerable and the greatest number of villages which we saw on our 
route had belonged, as it was said, to the families of friendly Indians at Tampa. Those villages were 
spared because it was thought that their destruction might give them pain. Indian villages are such 
trifling structures, and so e: isily replaced, that I did not deem their de struc tion of the least consequence. 

The court adjourned to meet on Monday morning at half past 10 o’clock. 


DrcemBER 12, 1836. 
The court met pursuant to adjournment. All present. 


Colonel Wiuiam Dr Peryster, a citizen of Florida, and witness on the part of Major General Scott, 
being duly sworn, was interrogated as follows: 

1. Question by General Scott. Tn what capacity were you with the army in Florida, and were you not 
much about the headquarters of General Scott, from his arrival at Tampa Bay till towards the middle 
of May ? 

Answer. T was a volunteer aid to General Eustis, and was frequently in company with General Scott 
at his quarters after his arrival at Tampa Bay, sometimes during the presence of General Eustis. 

2. Question by General Scott, Did the witness hi appen to be present when Major Read called on 
General Scott on the subject of the expedition to the mouth of the Withlacoochee, and what were the 
instructions reiterated by the said Scott on that occasion? 

Answer. | was present when Major Read called there the day before he embarked. On the subject 
of transportation he wished to procure more. After that subject was discussed, General Scott commenced 
giving him instructions concerning the examination of the mouth of the Withlacoochee, and its soundings 
and course up to the first obstruction, which I believe is twelve miles. General Scott tried to impress on 
him the extreme importance and absolute necessity of having a sketch of the river to the falls or 
obstruction. He requested him to make a sketch of it; if he could not do it himself, he might have 
some one under his command who could; and however rough it might be, it would be of importance. 
General Scott likewise, in the most impressive manner, particularly so, urged the importance of selecting 
a situation where wood was convenient, to establish a post or depot for a future campaign. General 
Seott’s manner was such as was likely to have great effect on Major Read, and was evidently so intended. 

3. Question by General Scott. Was nothing said to Major Read of selecting a site as high up the river 
as practicable, with reference to wood, for any post that might become necessary in future Operations ? 

Answer. The instruction given to Major Read was to select a site for a post as high up the river as 
the obstruction or falls—twelve miles from the mouth; the object being to have a post as far up the 
river in the interior as practicable. 

4. Question by General Scott. Were there sutlers’ stores and supplies found »bY the troops with which 
you se ved at Tampa Bay; and if not, did you learn the cause of the deficiency ? 
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Answer. There were very few sutlers’ stores there, and on inquiring of Lieutenant Morris, the commis- 
sary, and brother of the sutler, how it occurred, he told me that information had been received at New 
Orleans, whence the stores where to be shipped, that the war in Florida had been terminated by General 
Gaines on the Withlacoochee. I got the same information from a storekeeper at Tampa, who stated to 
me further that, but for the disappointment in not receiving goods, he might have made ten or twenty 
thousand dollars. There were no stores there except a very scant supply of groceries, which did not 
last two days. 

5. Question by General Scolt. Was the witness in the way of learning the wants on the part of both 
officers and men of sutlers’ goods at Tampa Bay and the complaints made on this subject ? 

Answer. I saw and feit the wants. We had absolutely nothing but the ration. We were in want 
of clothing of every description, both officers and men. Our transportation was so limited that I was 
forced to carry my own clothing and bedding, which consisted of a coat and blanket, on my horse. The 
soldiers suffered extremely for want of shoes, jackets, hats, and other articles. We were consequently 
much worse off on our return march from Tampa. 

(Juestion by the court. What soldiers suffered for the want of hats, shoes, and shirts ; were they the 
regular or volunteer forces ¢ 

Answer. The volunteers suffered more than the regulars on account of not having a knowledge of 
campaigning, and were less provident of clothing. I am not certain that the regulars suffered from want 
of clothing, perhaps they did in the article of shoes. 

6. Question by General Scott. Did not the volunteers suffer from the want of thin jackets and pantaloons 
in the place of the woollen brought from the north ? 

Answer. The volunteers and regulars both suffered on that account ; they had no thin clothing. 

In consequence of the absence of several important witnesses the court adjourned to meet to-morrow 
at half past 10 o’clock. 


DecemBer 13, 1836. 
The court met pursuant to adjournment. All present. 
Owing to the absence of several important witnesses, and in order to save time, the court determined 
to go into the investigation relative to the Creek campaign, and was occupied until the 15th instant in 
examining the documentary testimony offered by the judge advocate, having reference to that campaign. 


DrcemMBER 16, 1836. 
The court met. All present. 
The investigation into the failure of the Seminole campaign was again resumed. 


Captain Green, of the revenue service, a witness on the part of Major General Scott, being duly 
sworn, was interrogated as follows: 

1. Question by General Scott. In what capacity was the witness employed in the months of February, 
March, April and May, 1836? 

Answer. In the months of February and March last I commanded a revenue cutter on the coast of 
Florida, and was generally in the neighborhood of Tampa Bay and St. Mark’s, and on the coast between 
those two points. The object of my being there was to co-operate with the army, and to render every 
assistance in my power. From April to May I was employed in conveying transports containing the 
Louisiana volunteers from Tampa Bay to Charlotte’s harbor, From thence we went on an expedition up 
the Miaca or Pease creek. 

2. (Juestion by General Scott. Did the witness happen to be at Tallahassee about the 16th March last; 
and what propositions were made by him to the territorial authorities respecting the lower part of the 
Withlacoochee river ? 

Answer. I was at Tallahassee about that time, and at different periods. I made an application to 
the adjutant general of Florida, who was acting in the absence of the governor, for permission to visit 
the Withlacoochee and to reconnoitre in that vicinity. I was desirous that he should furnish me with 
small vessels for that purpose. He gave me full authority to do so, and I proceeded immediately to St. 
Mark’s, and was making preparations to proceed on the expedition, and obtained a pilot who was familiar 
with the waters in that neighborhood. I had contracted likewise for a vessel, and was ready to proceed. 

3. Question by General Scott, Was it the purpose of the witness to enter and explore the Withla- 
coochee for some distance up, and with what views ? 

Answer. I was anxious to explore the Withlacoochee and in that vicinity, as I thought it an 
important position in the operations of the army. I thought it the best point that supplies could be taken 
to the army in its operations at that particular time, in consequence of General Gaines’s position. We 
had just received information from Tampa Bay, just before I arrived at St. Mark’s, that he was on the 
Withlacoochee, surrounded by Indians, without provisions, and cut off from all communication. 

4. Question by General Scott. What prevented the witness from proceeding from St. Mark’s on his 
proposed expedition to the Withlacoochee ? 

Answer. The day that I should have proceeded I received letters from Tallahassee from the adjutant 
general informing me that it was then unnecessary to visit there, and directing me to another quarter to 
convey a letter to Tampa Bay. I sent that letter, however, by one of my boats to Tampa, and still 
kept the cutter at St. Mark’s. I received likewise a letter from Major Willis, the collector at St. Mark’s, 
but who resided at Tallahassee, stating that it was unnecessary to proceed on the expedition; that 
General Gaines had beat the enemy, and put an end to the war, and would be in Tallahassee on that or 
the next day. 

d. Question by General Scott. Does the witness mean to say that his purpose in wishing to go on the 
expedition to the Withlachoochee was merely to convey supplies to the troops of General Gaines, or was 
it also to reconnoitre that river with a view to the pending war in general ? 

Answer. It was for both reasons. In the neighborhood of the Withlacoochee is the Anclote keys, 
and we were some time in doubt whether the Withlacoochee emptied itself into the Gulf just at the 
Anclote keys, where there is a fine harbor. I have since discovered, however, that that is not the case. 
I wished to reconnoitre the place for information generally in reference to the campaign. We could get 
no information unless by actual observation, as the maps and charts I found were all very inaccurate. I 
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was induced to think, from one of the maps in my possession, that the Withlacoochee emptied itself into 
the Gulf near the Anclote keys; but that is incorrect; it does not enter there, but, on the contrary, about 
thirty or forty miles from them, and in the direction of St. Mark’s. 

6. Question by General Scott. Was not the report mentioned by the witness, that the war had been 
finished by General Gaines, generally believed at St. Mark’s and Tallahassee, and particularly after the 
arrival of that officer at Tallahassee ? : . 

Answer. I returned from St. Mark’s to Tallahassee, and there | understood generally that the war 
was terminated, General Gaines arrived while I was at Tallahassee, and I saw his enfré into tie town. 
There was much rejoicing, and everything was calculated to induce the belief that the war with the 
Indians was terminated. This was the prevailing opinion, although I myself was not decidedly of that 
opinion. 

7. Question by General Scott. But for the belief that the war had terminated, would not the witness 
have proceeded on his expedition, notwithstanding that General Gaines’s troops were no longer on that 
river? 

Answer. Certainly; I should have proceeded but for this belief. 

8. Question by General Scott. To what place did the witness next proceed in his cutter from St. 
Mark’s, and for what purpose ? 

Answer. | went from St. Mark’s to Tampa Bay. I had with me one of General Gaines’s staff, Captain 
McCall, and Captain Armstrong, of the transport schooner “ Motto.” I took them to Tampa Bay. Captain 
McCall had accompanied General Gaines on the campaign in Florida, and had arrived with him in 
Tallahassee. 

10. Question by General Scott. Did not the witness, on a subsequent visit to Tampa Bay, state to 
General Scott generally the substance of his testimony relative to the witness’s desire to visit the Withla- 
coochee, for the purposes which have already been stated by the witness ? 

Answer. When I met General Scott at Tampa Bay I found him exceedingly anxious to obtain informa- 
tion respecting the Withlacoochee and the coast along and in that direction. I informed him that I had 
made repeated application to be directed to reconnoitre in that direction, and was once on the eve of 
proceeding from St. Mark’s to do so; but that my destination was altered in consequence of information 
received respecting General Gaines’s movements on the Withlacoochee—I mean I was prevented at the 
time I was at St. Mark’s. I was always anxious to make this reconnoissance, but some contingency or 
other prevented it. 

Question by the court. You stated that you had letters from the adjutant general and Major Willis 
informing you that General Gaines had terminated the war, and that in consequence it was not necessary 
for you to proceed. Have you those letters with you? 

Answer. I have not. I believe those letters are with my baggage, which is expected daily in Baltimore. 
The letter from the adjutant general did not state that the war was terminated, but that the expedition 
was unnecessary. The letter from Major Willis stated that the Indians were flogged, or something to 
that amount, and that, “thank God, the war was over.” 


Captain Triste, a citizen of Louisiana, and witness on the part of General Scott, being duly sworn, 
was interrogated as follows: 


1. Question by General Scott. In what capacity did the witness serve in the war against the Seminole 
Indians, and between what dates did the witness serve in that war ? 

Answer. 1 commanded a company from Louisiana called the Louisiana Volunteers, Colonel Smith’s 
regiment. We commenced raising on January 23, and we were on our march February 3. I think it 
wus on the 4th I was introduced to General Gaines on board the steamboat on our way to Florida, I 
continued under the command of General Gaines until March 9, when he turned his command over to 
General Clinch. I continued in the campaign in Florida until some time in May, when I embarked at 
Tampa Bay on my return home. 

(Juestion by the court. What knowledge have you of the campaigns in Florida? Be pleased to state, 
by way of narrative, what you saw, and what part you took in those campaigns. 

Answer. We took up our line of March from Tampa Bay to the Alafia river, and from thence to Fort 
King. Nothing particular happened on our march; we saw no enemy. We buried Major Dade’s command 
on February 22, and arrived at Fort King on the 23d. We were all destitute of provisions; some companies 
had been out of provisions three days before our arrival at Fort King. This was because we were in 
want of transportation from Tampa Bay. We had been informed before we arrived at Tampa that there 
was plenty of transportation there. On our arrival at Fort King we found the fort destitute of provisions 
and ammunition, except a few barrels of sour corn meal and a few barrels of rusty pork, which did not 
add much to the health of our half-starved men. General Gaines, at Fort King, sent a despatch to General 
Clinch, at Fort Drane, for provisions, and General Clinch arrived at Fort King with seven days’ supply. 
I understood from General Clinch that these provisions were sent on for the use of General Scott’s army, 
and that he (General Clinch) did not know of our being in the country until a few days previous. I 
understood also from General Clinch, and from his aides, that every effort was making to get provisions 
from Picolata to Fort Drane, and that the roads were at the time almost impassable. We started from 
Fort King on February 26 with seven days’ rations; we had received no ammunition there. On the 
morning of the 27th we arrived on the bank of the Withlacoochee. The advance guard, as they were 
reconnvitring the bank for a crossing-place, were fired on by the enemy; one man was killed and several 
wounded, On the 28th a detachment under Lieutenant Izard was sent down five miles below, at Camp 
Izard, for the same purpose. That detachment. was also fired on, and Lieutenant Izard killed. On the 
29th I was called on early in the morning by General Gaines’s aide to take conimand of a detachment of 
160 strong, (50 volunteers from the regulars and 110 from the volunteers, part from my own and part 
from other companies.) I was charged by General Gaines to use a good deal of caution in getting on 
the river bank undiscovered. We were sent there for the purpose of watching the movements of the 
enemy while we were erecting a block-house near the river bank. I had succeeded in getting my men 
well secured (hidden) wheu | heard a heavy fire in the rear, which I took to be an attack on the camp, 
and it proved to be such. After one or two volleys the enemy made their appearance on the opposite side 
of the river in front of the men I had secreted. The fire was immediately opened by my men, and a very 
brisk fire from the enemy was returned; they numbered, I suppose, at that time about 400 Indians, About 
half an hour after a recall was sounded, but the fire was continued so briskly that I did not think it 
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prudent to withdraw my men from their cover. About half an hour after a second recall was sounded, when 
the enemy having withdrawn from the river bank I retumed to camp with my detachment, and there 
learned from Colonel Twiggs that the camp had been surrounded (on three sides) by the enemy, and that 
they had come to the conclusion that my party had been cut off and was massacred. On my return to 
camp there were 250 to 300 Indians firing scattering shots into the camp from a considerable distance, 
General Gaines was wounded on that occasion. We were fired on also that evening and the next day, 
(March 1.) It appeared to me that on March 1 there were about 1,200 Indians and negroes surrounding 
the camp. Some scattering shots were fired on March 2. 1 think it was the evening of the 2d or 3d that 
the negro Abraham hailed the camp, and said they were tired of fighting and wished to make peace. He 
requested that the next day, being Sunday, we should du no work; he then withdrew, and afterwards hailed 
us a second time, and remarked that on Monday they would meet at 10 o’clock and have a big talk and 
make peace. On Monday they met about 250 yards from the camp. Captain Hitchcock and Captain 
Barron went out and held a conversation with them; they inquired particularly as to our situation, 
whether we had provisions, and brandy, and tobacco; they said they could supply us with provisions in 
abundance; that we could fish on the river bank if we chose; and that they would fight no more if they 
were permitted to keep the opposite side of the Withlacoochee, making that river the boundary. Our 
provisions gave out about March 1, and it was on the 2d we commenced killing our horses and one dog 
for subsistence. The men all appeared in good spirits, and willing to bear starvation if they could have 
the honor of conquering the Indians. On the 4th the Indians again met and wished to hold a conference 
with us; but they were informed by General Gaines that he could not make a treaty unless they laid down 
their arms. He advised them to keep peaceable, to kill no more inhabitants, and to submit to the agents 
who would be sent on by the government; that a large army was expected on every day, which would 
kill and destroy the whole of them if they did not submit. During the different parleys held with the 
enemy they had always from about 250 to 460 of their people in the neighborhood. During the time we 
were at Camp Izard we had no more than about twenty-three rounds of ammunition to aman. We had 
many wounded, in all about forty or forty-three. It was on the Sth or 6th, perhaps the 9th of March, 
while General Gaines, through his staff officers, was again holding a conversation with the Indians, that 
General Clinch’s advanced guard came up and fired upon the enemy, who immediately withdrew. The 
Indians hailed us again that night about 10 o’clock; their object was for peace, as their conversation 
seemed to denote; they requested two days to enable them to go and see their governor, Micanopy, which 
would take that time to consult with him. During this time our men fished on the river bank without 
being molested. Twas informed about this time by many of the Florida volunteers that our presence in 


the country had diverted the attention of the Indians from their families, and was no doubt the means of 


saving many from massacre as well as their property from destruction. We remained at Camp Izard 
three or four days, and not hearing anything further from the Indians the command was turned over to 
General Clinch by General Gaines, and we took up our march for Fort Drane. I had a conversation with 
General Clinch about provisions at Fort Drane. He said he had a small supply there, and that General 
Scott was at Picolata sending on provisions as fast as possible, and that he himself was collecting all the 
transportation he could for the same purpose; and that what provisions had been furnished us had been 
drawn from supplies furnished for General Scott’s army, which circumstance would keep General Scott’s 
army back probably ten, fifteen, or twenty days longer, on account of the difficulty of transporting 
provisions. The main army from Camp Izard arrived within three miles of Fort Drane on the second day 
about sundown, and it was 10 o'clock before I got up with the rear guard. We received a small supply 
of provisions the next day, About the 13th or 14th IT made some inquiries of General Scott about 
provisions and ammunition. We informed me that he was doing all in his power to procure provisions; 
but the roads were so bad, and he was so short of transportation, he could not get provisions on as fast 
as he wished; that he had to detain his own army on account of our arrival, and of our using the supplies 
furnished for his own troops; but that he would issue to us freely as long as he had a mouthful. I know 
of a provision wagon being six hours in endeavoring to get from Fort Drane to Camp Smith, a distance of 
three miles, and then the wagon was obliged to be left and the load shifted to a lighter wagon. 
The court adjourned to meet to-morrow at half-past 10 o’clock. 


Freperick, December 17, 1836. 


The court met pursuant to adjournment. All present. 


Lieutenant Colonel James Baxkueap, of the 8d regiment of artillery, a witness on the part of Major 
General Scott, being duly sworn, was interrogated as follows: 


1. Question by General Scott. In what capacity did the witness serve in Florida against the hostile 
Seminoles, say from about the middle of February till towards the end of May last ? 

Answer, About the middle of February I was ordered by General Scott from Savannah to Picolata, on 
my way to take up the battalion of Georgia volunteers at Darien, to muster them into service, and to take 
the command of the troops that might assemble at Picolata. I remained at Picolata in command until 
March 9. I believe about that period, perhaps that day, I received an order from General Scott to proceed 
with expeditious haste with a body of troops, consisting of two companies of United States artillery and 
several companies of mounted men, to Fort Drane with the wagon-train of provisions to give succor and 
relief to General Gaines, General Scott having about that time heard it rumored that General Gaines was 
in a very precarious situation, and destitute of provisions. I immediately on that day commenced the 
movement by Black creek, having understood that the route from thence was better than the route from 
Picolata, which was almost impracticable. Some short distance before we arrived at Fort Drane I learned 
that General Gaines had been relieved by General Clinch, and had turned over the command of the troops 
to General Clinch. I served up to that period in command of the troops as chief commandant of artillery. 
On my arrival at Fort Drane General Clinch assigned to me the command of all the troops encamped in 
the neighborhood of that post. I remained in that command until the army moved from Fort Drane, when 
I was assigned to the command of the left column of the right wing of the army, which command | 
continued to hold until the end of the campaign. 

2. Vuestion by General Scolt. Were you accompanied in the movement from Picolata by General Scott, 
and to what point ? 

Answer. | was accompanied by General Scott to some point a short distance north of the Santa Fé 
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river, and General Scott, anxious about the rumor respecting General Gaines, moved on to Fort Drane 
with a detachment of mounted men. Some four or five miles this side of Micanopy I received an order 
from General Scott, sent back to me, directing me to send the mounted men in the neighborhood to a 
plantation where there was corn, and to move slowly on with the artillery, as the object for the haste 
which Ll had been previously directed to make had been accomplished. 

3. (ueslion by General Scott. On what day did the movement from Picolata commence; on what rumor; 
and were not certain letters received some hours after the rumor which confirmed that rumor ? 

Answer, I think on the 9th of March. 1 was ordered to make this movement on that day, in conse- 
quence of a rumor which had reached us by a steamboat from Jacksonville, that General Gaines was sur- 
rounded by the enemy, and in a starving condition. There were some letters received after this rumor 
by an express, confirming the rumor. General Scott manifested great anxiety and solicitude that the 
greatest expedition should be made by me in giving this relief to General Gaines. 

4. (Juestion by General Scott. Were you not fully, at the time, in the confidence of General Scott, and 
what did he state to you to be the object of the forced movement upon Fort Drane, and his purpose of 
taking from the latter place the wagons loaded with subsistence to the relief of Generals Gaines and 
Clinch ¢ 

Answer. I was at the time in the confidence of General Scott, and was living with him. I under- 
stood from him that the object of this forced movement upon Fort Drane was for the purpose of extending 
relief to General Gaines. 

d. Question by General Scott. As chief of artillery, what were the expedients resorted to at Fort Drane, 
to have a sufficient number of rounds of ammunition fixed for the two six-pounders which accompanied the 
army from that fort ? 

Answer. We had little or no fixed ammunition at Fort Drane, nor had there been any at Picolata when 
we left there, except some for the howitzer, and we had no horses to convey that howitzer with us. I 
had to procure flannel shirts and gowns belonging to the officers and men, to make bags for the powder, 
and to cut up bars of lead as a substitute for grape shot. This was the principal ammunition which we 
had for the artillery. General Scott offered his own flannel for this purpose. 

6. (Question by General Scott, From what you saw and knew of General Scott’s plans, arrangements, 
and personal conduct is the witness aware of his failing to do or to attempt all in his power, under the 
circumstances, to give success, if possible, to the campaign with which he was charged against the Semi- 
nole Indians ? 

Answer. Twas made acquainted by General Scott with his plan of operations, and, in my judgment, 
I thought it the best that could have been devised, and I believe, but for unforeseen accidents which 
General Scott could not control, more likely than any other to insure success. General Scott’s zeal and 
activity were constant and unabating to the end cf the campaign. General Scott failed in nothing, in my 
estimation, to give success to the campaign. 

Question by the court. What, in your opinion, were the causes that prevented the subjection of the 
Seminole enemy, in the campaign conducted by Major General Scott, in Florida, in 1836? 

Answer. The first cause, in my opinion, was the lateness of the season in which operations could be 
commenced under General Scott; the delay in receiving the necessary supplies for the army; and I think 
the most powerful cause which prevented the success of the campaign was the movement of General Gaines; 
that delayed the commencement of operations from early in March to the latter part of the month, as 
General Gaines had taken or consumed a large portion of the supplies (provisions) in depot at Fort Drane, 
the most difficult point of the Territory to which supplies could be conveyed, from its distance from water 
communication, and the almost impassable state of the roads between the St. John’s river and that point. 
These causes delayed the commencement of operations; and the failure to receive fresh horses and refresh- 
ments for the army at Tampa Bay prevented more continued operations from the time we left Tampa 
The limited term of service of the militia; the extreme heat and insalubrity of the climate in April, 


B; , 
vay, 
scarcity and impurity of the water throughout the country, 


as was proved by its effects on the troops; the 
and the general character of the country. 

(Juestion by the court. What prevented the reception of the supplies that were expected at Tampa 
Bay ? 
~ Answer, I heard, 1 think, Lieutenant Morris say that he had received a letter from his brother, who 
was, I think, sutler at Tampa Bay, and then in New Orleans, that he had declined forwarding his stores 
in consequence of the information that he had received that the war had been terminated by General 
Gaines. i learned also from several sources, particularly from Captain Shannon, that he had heard that the 
quartermaster at New Orleans had declined sending the horses for the same reason. 

7. Question by General Scott. Did any conversation take place between the witness and General 
Gaines on the subject of the termination of the war, and what was the substance of that conversation ? 

Answer, The day that General Gaines left Fort Drane for Tallahassee, I met him, between Micanopy 
and Fort Drane, when he said to me, “You may go on, colonel, there is nothing to be done now; it is all 
finished;” understanding that the war was at an end. 


Captain Thistle, again before the court, was interrogated as follows: 


2. Question by General Scott, The witness was in Camp Izard during the attacks made upon it by the 
enemy, at the end of February and the beginning of March last. Did the witness conceive that the war 
was terminated at that time and place ? 

Answer. In my opinion, it was not. Having been among the Indians a good deal, and knowing their 
character, it was my opinion that they wished to lull us into an idea (finding our camp to9 strong to 
storm) that they wished for peace, for the purpose of getting a good opportunity to massacre the whole 


camp. It was also my opinion that they had spies out and had discovered the reinforeement of General 


Clinch; and that if they failed in their first object, their next was to get their women and children out of 
danger. 
» 
o. 
beyond Pensacola without being accompanied by Major General Gaines. 
of the dispositions of that regiment in this respect ? 
Answer. For my own part, when I was raising the men for my company, | did not know there was such 
Colonel Smith and Colonel Lawson, I understvod, were to take 


(Juestion by General Scott. It has been said that the Louisiana regiment would not have proceeded 
What does the witness know 


aman as General Gaines in the country. 
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the command. I speak only in reference to my own company, my own officers and men. When at Pensa- 
cola I never heard anything of the kind mentioned; nor did I ever hear there that General Gaines was 
about to leave us. When we got acquainted with General Gaines, the officers and men were well pleased 
with him. 

4. Question by General Scott. Did your regiment, as far as you know, obey with equal cheerfulness 
every officer of superior rank, whether of the regulars or volunteers ? 

Answer. They did so. IT never heard the least murmur, either among the officers or men, nor the 
first word of dispute. They were always ready to obey orders, both the regulars and volunteers, from all 
officers placed over them. 

5. Question by General Scott. What sutlers’ stores did the witness find at Tampa Bay, and what does 
the witness know of the suflerings among the officers and men, from the want of ight clothing and groce- 
ries generally ? 

Answer. We found nothing there in the way of sutlers’ stores, except a little whiskey, which sold for 
fifteen to twenty dollars a gallon; nor clothing of any description, not even a pair of shoes, was to be 
found in the place. I know that many of the men had to go barefoot in consequence. Some of the men 
who, in New Orleans, were worth $25,000, were so badly off for shoes that they had to tie them round their 
feet with strings in order to keep the soles and upper leathers together. I marched two days myself in 
my stocking-feet. I had the means about me to buy shoes if any had been for sale. I believe, also, the 
regulars suffered in a great degree for want of clothing. I have seen them badly off for want of shoes. I 
went to General Scott myself and told him that my own men were in want of shoes; that there were about 
twenty who were generally in want, some barefoot, and others nearly so. He told me there were no shoes 
to be had; that shoes and clothing had been expected, and also that horses had been expected, but that he 
had been disappointed in all. 

(Juestion by the court. Why did not your men provide themselves with sufficient clothing for the cam- 
paign when they set out from New Orleans ? 

Answer. The men were all provided each with a new pair of shoes, anda new suit of clothes throughout, 
and they also took extra clothing with them. When we took up the line of march from ‘Tampa Bay we 
had to leave our clothing, such as we could not carry on our persons, for want of transportation, which 
we buried; it was afterwards dug up by the Indians, and of course we lost it. My own clothing I sent 
back to New Orleans, expecting we should not return by Tampa Bay, and so did a great many other 
officers and men. The palmetto cuts the clothing in such manner that it will not last in marching through 
that country more than four weeks. Shoes are destroyed in the same way by exposure to the sand, mud, 
and water. 

6. Question by General Scott, Was the witness had any conversation with the officer (Captain Morrison) 
who was cominissary at New Orleans during the past winter and spring, relative to subsistence which that 
officer ought to have sent to Tampa Bay; and what was the reason given by Captain Morrison for not 
having sent all the supplies required of him for Tampa ? 

Answer. 1 had a conversation with him after my return from Florida some time in May, about the 16th. 
I went to draw back-rations that were due to the men of my company, and he turned over a hogshead of 
bacon and remarked that he had purchased this to send to Florida; that he had bread likewise, which he 
turned over to me several barrels. On his saying that this was for Florida, I asked why it was not sent, 
and to the best of my knowledge he said there had been some delay on account of there being a report that 
the war was at an end. He further told me that he had been to a good deal of trouble in getting the bread 
baked, and he could not send previously to this as fast as he wished. 

7. Question by General Scott. When Captain Morrison said that he had not sent all the bread and bacon 
purchased for the troops at Tampa, because he had heard that the war was at an end, where did he say 
that he supposed the war had been terminated ? 

Answer, I don’t know that I asked the question, and I have no recollection that he made any reply to 
that effect. 

8. (uestion by General Scott, What did the witness himself understand by what Captain Morrison said 
about the war being at an end 2 

Answer. 1 understood that it was from the report in Camp Izard. It was generally believed by the 
officers and men in our camp (Camp Izard) that the Indians would not fire another gun in the way of 
hostility. On my return, under the command of General Scott, from Fort Drane to the Withlacoochee, 
Adjutant Barron offered to bet a hundred dollars that the Indians would not fire another gun. My reply 
was, that I had not money to stake, but that I should not like to make money faster than by taking such bets. 

9. Question by General Scott, On your return to the Withlacoochee, under the command of General 
Scott, did you find the enemy subdued or ready to surrender, or did you find the reverse ? 

Answer. I found the reverse; ready to fire upon the rear guard the best opportunity that suited their 
convenience. Previous to this, they fired upon our baggage-wagon, seven miles from Fort Drane; they 
killed a negro, wounded a horse, and carried away and destroyed the provision that was in the wagon, 

Major General Scott here presented to the court a paper, (document No. 65,) being a letter from 
General P. F. Smith, dated February 25, as evidence that the Louisiana volunteers were under no pledge 
to General Gaines or to any other person, in proceeding to Florida. 

The court adjourned to meet on Monday morning at half-past 10 o’clock. 


Monpay, December 19, 1836. 


The court met pursuant to adjournment. All present. 

The judge advocate read to the court the letter (document No. 144) addressed by the Hon. Joseph M. 
White, delegate in Congress from Florida, to the president of the court, which the court determined should 
accompany the record. 

The court was occupied the remainder of this day in taking testimony having reference to the Creek 
ainpaign. 

The court adjourned to meet to-morrow at half-past 10 o’clock. 
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DecemBer 20, 1836. 


The court met pursuant to adjournment. <All present. 
J ] 


Captain G, A. McCans, of the 4th infantry, a witness on the part of Major General Seott, being duly 
sworn, was interrogated as follows: me i 

(Juestion by General Scott, In the Army and Navy Chronicle, printed at Washington city, dated 
Thursday, August 11, 1836, and bearing the number 84, there is a letter with your signature. Was the 
original of that letter written by you? 

Answer. It was. 

[The paper referred to in this question accompanies these proceedings, and is numbered —.] 


Captain E, A. Hircucock, of the Ist infantry, a witness on the part of Major General Scott, being 
duly sworn, was interrogated as follows: 

1, Question by General Scott. In the Army and Navy Chronicle, printed at the city of Washington, 
“whole No. 67,” and under date of April 14, 1856, there is a letter addressed to the “honorable Francis S. 
Lyon, M. C.,” and signed “KE. A. Hitchcock, captain U.S. army.” Was the original of that letter written 
by the witness ? 

Answer. It was. 

2. Question by General Scott. Was the “staff officer” therein mentioned in that letter the witness now 
before the court ? 

Answer. He was. 

The court adjourned to meet to-morrow morning at lalf-past 10 o’clock. 


» 


DrecemBer 21, 1836. 

The court met pursuant to adjournment. All present. 

Captain G.S. Drang, of the 2d artillery, a witness on the part of Major General Scott, being duly 
sworn, was interrogated as follows: : : 

1. Question by General Scott. Was the witness any recollection of a conversation with Major Read, 
then in command of a battalion of Floridians, relative to a detachment it was said had been sent by Major 
McLemore from the Suwanee to the Withlacoochee river, and what was the substance of that 
conversation ? 

Answer. I distinetly recollect a conversation I had with Major Read at Tampa Bay, I think two days 
before the right wing of the army marched from that place. We were passing from Fort Brooke down 
to the encampment of the right wing of the army, where Major Read wished to have an interview with 
General Clinch, to solicit that his battalion might be attached to the right wing of the army, that he might 
the sooner cross to the Withlacoochee to the relief of the Floridians. In the course of that conversation 
I informed him, myself, that there was a detachment of Floridians at the Withlacoochee with provisions; 
that I believed that Major McLemore was there with them, but was not certain. He said he was sure 
they could take care of themselves until the right wing of the army passed on that route again, and that 
was one great reason why he wished to join the right wing of the army. He informed me that he had 
heard at Fort Brooke that morning that a portion of the right wing of the army was to go by boats to the 
mouth of the Withlacoochee, and pass up the mouth of that river. ILlis remark was, “I should like very 
much to be placed on that command.” [laughingly told him that I thought it would suit him better than 
me, as I did not consider it a very desirable duty. Ue remarked that he was content himself, and that 
he should like to go. He expressed some uneasiness about the frontier settlements. Linformed him there 
was no danger; that the Florida volunteers, who had been assembled at Fort Drane, had been sent to their 
homes. [don’t recollect: that TI had any other particular conversation with him respecting that matter, 
but it was generally understood that that duty had been assigned to him. 

2. Question by General Scolt. Wow or in what manner did the witness learn that it was likely that 
Major McLemore had sent a detachment from the Suwanee to the Withlacoochee ? 

Answer. TL heard it at Port Drane, and I think General Clinch stated to me that Major MeLemore had 
volunteered his services to go to the mouth of the Withlacoochee in boats with subsistence and forage. 
On the mareh it was frequently spoken of, and frequeutly mentioned, also, at Tampa Bay; and I recollect 
Major Dill’s mentioning the subject to me before I left Fort Drane, that McLemore had gone. 

The court was occupied the remainder of this day with the subject of the Creek campaign. 

The court adjourned to meet to-morrow at half-spast 10 o’clock. 

DecemBer 22, 1836. 

The court met pursuant to adjournment. All present. 

Josern L. Locke, esq., late an officer of the army, and a witness on the part of Major General Scott, 
being duly sworn, was interrogated as follows: 

1. Question by General Scott. Iu what place and in what capacity was the witness on duty in the 
months of February, March, and April ? 

Answer. I was in those months, from the 7th of February to the end of April, stationed at Picolata, 
as assistant commissary of subsistence. 

2. Question by General Scott. About what period did the first bacon sent by the subsistence department 
arrive at Picolata ? 

Answer. My memory does not serve me accurately on that subject. It was somewhere between the 
15th and 25th of April. It was not certainly before the 15th. 

3. Question by General Svott. Wad the witness sufficient hard bread to supply the columns commanded 
by Generals Clinch and Eustis, respectively, before the march of the former from Fort Drane and the march 
of the latter from Volusia ? 

Answer. By referring to my monthly returns T find that I invoiced to the commissaries of those 
columns of the army in the interior both hard bread and flour, my instructions from General Scott being 
to furnish as much hard bread as could be procured. I was also instructed not to supply the troops at 
Picolata with hard bread, but to reserve it for the marching army. I cannot state the ratio between hard 
bread and flour sent to Volusia. That sent to Lieutenant Dancey, at Fort Drane, during February, was 
in the ratio of twenty-seven barrels of flour to seventy-three of hard bread; and in March, forty-nine barrels 
20 e 
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of flour to one hundred and twelve of hard bread to the same officer. My impression is, that the breadstuff 


sent to the Volusia consisted principally of hard bread. 

4. Question by General Scott. In the weight to be transported, what is the difference between pork 
and bacon ? 

Answer. It is about 51 per cent. in favor of bacon; that is, a wagon which is capable of carrying 
2,000 pounds of net pork would carry 3,000 pounds, or a little more, of bacon; the difference is in the 
wood and brine. 

General Duncan L, Crincu, late of the army, and a witness on the part of Major General Scott, being 
duly sworn, was interrogated as follows: 

1. Question by General Scott. Was the delay, after the arrival of General Scott at Fort Drane, more 
than the witness deemed necessary to enable the troops, which had marched with General Gaines from 
Tampa, to recruit their health and strength, and to enable the last train of wagons, loaded with subsist- 

Answer. It was not. 

2. Question by General Scott. In reference to the term of service generally of the volunteers of your 
column, and the temperature of the weather, could that column have kept the field with any prospect of 
advantage later than about the 25th of April ? 

Answer. In reply to the first part of this question, I state that the term of service of the most part 
of the volunteers expired on or about that time. As respects the temperature of the weather, I believe, 
with experienced and acclimated troops, a campaign might be carried on during the month of May, 

The state the column was in at the time we 


ence, to arrive from Garey’s Ferry ? 


without any great risk to their health, but no longer. 
reached Fort Drane, nothing more could have been done. 

3. Question by General Scolt, What was the general quality of the water, other than river water, 
drank by your men and horses, on your return march from Tampa towards the north of Florida ? 

Answer, It was generally excessively bad, taken from stagnant pools and ponds, and frequently so 
thick with mud and scum that it was drank with difficulty. Taken from ponds or pools, it was of course 
in a warm state, and by no means palatable, and often very scarce. In fact, both men and horses suffered 
very much for the want of even such water as was generally met with. There were animalcula occa- 
sionally in this water. Most of the water in those ponds have more or less of animalcula. 

4, Question by General Scott. Were there many sick in the witness’s column, both in his operations 
south and those returning north, and does the witness attribute that sickness to the warmth of the 
weather, and generally to the badness of the water. 

Answer. There was a good deal of sickness in the column I commanded, in both going to and return- 
ing from Tampa. It was attributable, in my opinion, to several causes: excessive fatigue and exposure 
in scouring through the swamps and hammocks, opening and bridging the road, and in some measure to 
the bad state of the water and the heat of the climate. 

5. Question by General Scott. Was the column under the command of the witness, or any detachment 
from that column, on any occasion beaten or repulsed by the enemy, or was the enemy, as often as met, 
repulsed and driven? 

Answer, The column was never beaten or repulsed by the enemy. 
it met the enemy. The troops always evinced the greatest gallantry, both regulars and voluntecrs, in 
pursuing the enemy through hammocks that were almost impenetrable by man. 

6. Question by General Scott. The witness’s column lay at or near Tampa — days. What was the 
principal object of that halt; and was it more than suflicient to recruit the health and strength of men and 


It was always successful whenever 


horses ? 
Answer. The column remained at Tampa several days; but not longer than was absolutely necessary 
tv recruit the men and horses. 

7. Question by General Scott. Whilst he was within your observation, did you observe any deficiency 
in the zeal, activity, or judgment of General Scott, in the prosecution of the campaign against the enemy ? 

Answer. I did not. He was always active, and sometimes, I thought, rather over-zealous or restless 
in pushing on the operations of the campaign 

Question by the court. What were the causes, in your opinion, that prevented the subjection of the 
hostile Seminoles in the campaign conducted by Major General Scott in Florida, in 1836 ? 

Answer. In reply to that question Iam compelled to state that Iam of the opinion that the failures 
of and the disasters attending the operations in Florida were mainly to be attributed to the want of 
energy and military forecast in the late head of the War Department, and in failing to order a larger 
force and a greater quantity of military supplies, &c., into that country in 1835 and early in the year 1836. 
In illustration of this opinion, and to show that the late Secretary of War was not entirely uninformed as 
to the state of things in Florida, I beg leave to submit to the court extracts from several letters addressed 
to the adjutant general of the army by the officer then commanding in Florida. When, at last, the late 
honorable Secretary awoke from his dreams of political preferment, and turned his attention to bleeding 
and suffering Florida, it was too late, owing to the peculiar nature of the country, to effect a great deal 
before the hot and sickly months set in; hence, in a great measure, may be attributed the failure, as it 
has been termed, of the campaign conducted by Major General Scott in Florida. 

[The extracts alluded to in this answer were here read to the court, and accompany these proceedings, 
document No. 151.] 

Question by the court. What did you estimate the force of the Seminoles, including negroes? State 


the number of each. 
Answer. It is very difficult to come at anything like the number they have in the country. 
believed, however, that they could have concentrated more than from 1,200 to 1,500, including negroes. 
Question by the court. What is the character of the Seminole Indians as warriors ¢ 
Answer. 1 think tiey have proved, whenever they have had any advantage, that they are good soldiers. 


I never 


They never fight without decided advaniage. 
(Juestion by the court. Mow, aud by what means, were they equipped and furnished with arms and 
ammunition ? 
Answer, Lam not able to answer that question. 
believe, by government, and they were permitted to purchase whenever they pleased. 


gencrally kept in good order by the government agents, as far as came under my observation. 


There were a number of arms furnished them, I 
Their arms were 
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(Juestion by the court. Do you think that hard bread and bacon were absolutely necessary for the sub- 
sistence of the troops in prosecuting the campaign in Florida ? 

Answer. It was desirable to have it; but I believe the army could have got along with good fat pork 
and good flour, with a plenty of good transportation. 

8. Question by General Scott. In a former answer made by the witness to a question put by the court 
the witness spoke of disasters. Is the witness aware of any disaster that befell our arms during the 
operations conducted by the witness or General Scott ? 

Answer. I spoke generally of the disasters that had befallen the country. I know of no disaster 
which befell the army commanded by General Scott or by myself, except the melancholy one which 
resulted in the massacre of the command under Major Dade. 

9. Question by General Scott. Do not southern troops very generally prefer bacon to pork, and with 
or without vegetables ? 

Answer. | believe they generally prefer it. 

10. Question by General Scott. Is it not extremely difficult for troops in a wild country to execute full 
marches and bake their own bread ? 

Answer, It is very difficult for troops to make full marches in Florida with or without baking their 
bread, I don’t think hard bread absolutely necessary to carry on a campaign, although it is desirable to 
have it. 

11. Question by General Scott. Cannot troops execute full marches with more sleep and less fatigue to 
themselves with hard bread, than with flour to be baked into bread ? 

Answer. Yes. 

The court adjourned to meet to-morrow at half-past 10. 


DecemMBeER 23, 1836. 
The court met pursuant to adjournment. All present. 


The testimony of General Clinch resumed. 


Question by the court. What influence had the movement of General Gaines against the Seminole 
Indians in 1836, on the results of the campaign conducted by Major General Scott against that enemy in 
Florida in the same year ? 

Answer. I am of the opinion that the movement of Major General Gaines’s command through Florida 
did not materially affect the operations of Major General Scott. General Gaines’s command did consume 
several thousand rations; but the material of that command was of the best kind, and would have been 
of advantage to the commander of any army. 

12. Question by General Scott. The subsistence drawn from the depot at Fort Drane by General 
Gaines’s troops was not the train obliged to replace from the St. John’s, and did not this extra labor con- 
tribute much to break down and to weaken that train? 

Answer, The provisions furnished General Gaines were drawn from the St. John’s, and the train 
must have been more or less affected in performing the route. 

13. Question by General Scott. By the addition of the troops of General Gaines to your column, was 
not the right wing rendered somewhat stronger than had been intended, and stronger than was found to 
be necessary ? 

Answer. I thought myself that the addition of those troops strengthened the column I commanded 
very much; but I believe the troops composing the right wing, independent of that number, could have 
performed the route they did. It was rendered stronger than was the original intention of General Scott. 
I, myself, think that they were an acquisition, as they were experienced regulars, and gallant and efficient 
volunteers from Louisiana. 


Owing to the absence of witnesses, (several of the most important not being expected to reach here 
before the early part of January,) the court adjourned to meet again at this place on the 4th of January 
next, at half-past 1 o’clock. 


JANUARY 4, 1837. 
The court met pursuant to adjournment. 
Owing to the absence of Brigadier General Atkinson the court adjourned to meet to-morrow at 1 
9 
o'clock. 


January 5, 1837. 
The court met pursuant to adjournment. All present. 
The witnesses expected not having yet arrived, the court adjourned to meet to-morrow at 11 
’ 
o’clock a.m. 


January 6, 1837. 
The court met pursuant to adjournment, All present. 


The judge advocate presented to the court the following deposition of General Crincn, taken during 
the recess of the court: 


1. Question by General Scott. Did not General Clinch visit Major General Gaines at Fort King, about 
the 24th of February, 1836, soon after the arrival of the latter at that place from Tampa Bay ? 

Answer. Yes. eect 

2. Question by General Scott. Did not the witness at that interview communicate to Major General 
Gaines the outline of Major General Scott’s impending plan of operations against the hostile Seminole 
Indians, together with the probable force that the said Scott expected to employ in his operations; and 
was not that outline substantially the same as that which the said Scott subsequently pursued against 
the said Indians ? ; 

Answer. During the short stay I made at Fort King, I had various conversations with General Gaines 
on the subject of our Indian difficulties, and believe I showed him a letter from General Scott, containing 
the outline of his impending plan of operations against the Seminole Indians, as well as the probable 
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force he expected to have in the field. There was no material change in the original plan, as well as I 
recollect. 

The judge advocate also read to the court the following deposition of Major Leon Dyer, of Louisiana: 

1. Question by General Scott. In what capacity did you serve in the Louisiana volunteers in the 
Florida campaign % 

Answer. I served as private in the first instance; afterwards was promoted to be regimental quar- 
termaster and assistant commissary, and also went out on several occasions as aide-de-camp to General 
Smith. 

2. Wuestion by General Scott. What did you hear of an unwillingness among the Louisiana volunteers 
to serve, except under the command of General Gaines, either at Pensacola or any other place, on the 
passage between New Orleans and Tampa Bay ? 

; Answer. Lnever heard of any unwillingness on their part to serve under the command of any officer 
whatever. I never heard of any pledge given by any of the Louisiana volunteers to serve under the 
command of General Gaines. 

Sworn to before the judge advocate. 

[Major General Gaines here presented himself before the court and addressed the court to the fol- 
lowing effect: 

The undersigned, having been notified by the Department of War that his protest, bearing date the 
29th of October, 1836, objecting to Major General Macomb as president or member of the court, had not 
been complied with, and beime convineed that the President of the United States possesses the only 
power to change the organization of this court, the undersigned has now the honor to notify the court 
that he attends its sessions for the purposes prescribed in’ the order of the Department of War, and he 
claims the right, pursuant to the ninety-first article of war, to cross-examine and interrogate the witnesses, 
and of examining the record of the court, with a view to ascertain what measures have been adopted by 
the court, in order to cnable him to prepare bis list of witnesses and arrange his vindication, 

Respectfully, 
EDMUND P. GAINES, Major General by Brevet. 


The court was cleared and determined that Major General Gaines cannot take any part in the matter 
now under consideration; that when the subjects referring especially to his campaign in Florida shall 
come before the court, he will be at liberty to examine witnesses and documents, and even the testimony 
which has been taken in the present investigation, the court considering the two campaigns under Major 
General Gaines and Major General Scott separate and distinct subjects of investigation. | 

The court being resumed, General Seott presented to the court, in evidence, certain papers which 
will be found accompanying these proceedings. 


Lieutenant Governecr Morris, of the fourth regiment of infantry, a witness on the part of Major 
General Scott, being duly sworn, was interrogated as follows: 

1. (Question by General Scott. Where was the witness stationed in March and April last, and in what 
capacity 7 

Answer. At Tampa Bay, as commissary of that depot. 

2. Muestion by General Scott, What amount of hard bread and bacon was received at Tampa Bay, 
from the commissary or quartermaster at New Orleans, for the use of the army in March and April, up to 
General Scott’s departure from Tampa with the troops, April 17? 

Answer. 1 made a return to General Scott at the time, which shows the amount received and issued 
from the 10th of February to the 8th of April, 18386. I submit the return as the best evidence on the 
subject. It shows the amount of hard bread on hand on the 8th of April to be about 12,720 pounds, and 
of bacon 21,600 pounds, After this return was made out, on the 8th of April, and, I think, after General 
Scott left Tampa Bay, there was received, within the month of April, about 15,000 pounds more of hard 
bread, 

(The return alluded to in this answer will be found among the papers accompanying these pro- 
ceedings.—See document No. 100.) 

3. Question by General Scott. Was the issue of hard bread and bacon at Tampa Bay confined to troops 
about to march, and by whose order ? 

Answer. Yes, it was, and by General Scott’s order. 

4. (Juestion by General Scott. Were new ovens commenced at Tampa soon after General Scott’s 
arrival; by whose order, and were they completed much before the departure of the troops with him ? 

Answer, Yes, they were, and by General Scott’s order. They were only completed two or three days 
before his departure. Colonel Lindsay, commanding the centre column, was directed to cause them to be 
erected. There was a difficulty among the volunteers who were at work on the ovens, between them 
and the commanding officer of the garrison at Tampa Bay. After that difficulty I believe the volunteers 
did not continue on the work, and it was finished by the regular troops. 

do. Question by General Scott, Wow much bread in a day could the old oven supply by ordinary 
working ? 

Answer, Of hard bread, I suppose it might make up a barrel of flour, about 300 pounds. It would 
make more of soft bread, as it would not take so long to dry. 

6. (Question by General Scott. What sutler’s stores were on hand when General Scott arrived at Tampa 
say with the troops ? 

Answer. There were searcely any; a very limited supply. 

T. Question by General Scott. About what time did the sutler leave Tampa for New Orleans, and for 
what purpose ? 

Answer. On or about the 3d of March; to purchase a supply of sutlers’ stores. 

8. (Question by General Scott. Did the sutler return with or send a fresh supply of goods in March or 
April; and if not, what did the witness understand was the reason ? 

Answer. He did not send the supply of stores. I received a letter from Mr. L. Morris, acting sutler, 
on the subject, which letter, I have reason to believe, has been destroyed among other papers which 
belonged to me. This letter enclosed a paragraph from one of the New Orleans papers. I do not recol- 
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lect exactly the words of the paragraph; its purport, however, was, that “the war in Florida was ended,” 
which deterred the sutler from sending the supplies. 
The court adjourned, to meet to-morrow morning at 11 o’clock. 


January 7, 1837, 
The court met pursuant to adjournment. All present. 
Owing to the indisposition of Major General Scott and the absence of witnesses, the court adjourned 
to meet on Monday morning, the 9th instant, at 12 o’clock. 


January 9, 1837. 

The court met pursuant to adjournment. All present. 

[The judge advocate presented to the court a communication from Major General Gaines, dated the 
Tth of January, (document B,) whereupon the court was cleared, and directed the judge advocate to 
furnish Major General Gaines with a copy of the decision of the court made on the 6th instant, in answer 
to his application of that day to become a party in the case now under investigation, and to inform the 
general that that decision will not be departed from, All which was accordingly done. | 
~ Owing to the indisposition of Major General Scott, and his request that his case might be laid over 
till Monday next, to enable him to make his final address to the court, his case was accordingly laid over 
to that day. 


OO 
(. 


Monnay, January 16, 183 
The court met pursuant to adjournment. ATL present. 
The judge advocate presented to the court a letter from Major J. Clark to the quartermaster general, 
dated August 16, 1836, which, being received as evidence, was placed among the documents, and is 
numbered 152. 


Captain A. Van Berey, of the Ist regiment of dragoons, a witness, being duly sworn, was interro- 
gated as follows: 

1. Question by General Scott, What does the witness recollect as to the time of arrival of the first 
train of wagons at Picolata (opposite to) from Fort Drane, after General Scott reached Picolata ? 

Answer. The train of wagons from Fort Drane arrived on the west side of the river (opposite to 
Picolata) about the Ist or 2d of March, 

2. Question by General Scott. Who was charged with the loading of that train? What exertions were 
made by that officer to get over some wagons and horses to add to that train, and to get over subsistence 
and other stores for loading the wagons ? 

Answer, The officer charged with the loading of that train was Captain and Assistant Quartermaster 
Shannon, His exertions were unremitted in passing the subsistence and other stores across the river, as 
well as in passing over some wagons and horses to add to the train. 

3. Question by General Scott. What does the witness recollect of the state of the weather, and the 
difficulty of passing the St. John’s at Picolata about the end of February and the first cight or nine days 
in March ? 

Answer. There was an unusually severe storm at about that time-—so severe as to render it impossible 
to pass the subsistence across the St. John’s in the flats prepared for that purpose. One of these flats, 
loaded with subsistence, was sunk in attempting to get across. A small steamboat, the “ Essayons,” was 
then used for the purpose; but considerable delay arose from the fact of the boat not being able to get 
near to the opposite shore, A battalion of artillery, under Major Gates, which arrived at Picolata about 
that time, was seven or cight days in passing from Savannah to that place, in consequence of the severity 
of the weather, as Twas informed by Major Gates himself, 

4. Question by General Scott, When did that train loaded for Fort Drane leave the St. John’s, and 
what did the witness understand General Scott’s motive to be in marching with a small detachment on 
the 9th of March, in respect to that train and the joint forces of Generals Gaines and Clinch on the 
W ithlacoochee ? 

Answer. The train left the point opposite Picolata about the 6th of March. The motive of General 
Seott, as I understood it from what he said, was to reinforce or rescue the forces of Generals Gaines and 
Clinch on the Withlacoochee. The subsistence sent by the train was intended for those troops and the 
detachment which marched. 


Colonel De Pryster again called. 

(Juestion by General Scott. Did the witness happen to be at Picolata once or oftener pending the storms 
about the end of February and the beginning of March; and what were the difficulties of passing the 
river at that time in boats and scows ? 

Answer. I was there twice during the stormy weather. The river there is about two miles wide. 
There is a long stretch of the river which enables the northeast winds to have a full sweep, and, conse- 
quently, raise a very heavy swell. I crossed the river in a very fine boat, I think belonging to the cutter; 
was coxswain of her myself in crossing, and had a great deal of difficulty in preventing her shipping the 
sea. I saw a flat or scow, which had been towed there by a steamboat, empty, and sunk in towing; and 
it was, in my opinion, impossible for a loaded flat to cross the river at that time with any chance of safety, 
owing to the storm. The storm continued six or seven days. 


Major General Scott represented to the court that he would not be prepared with his final address 
until Friday, the 20th instant. Whereupon his case was laid over to that day. 
Fripay, January 20, 1837. 
The court met pursuant to adjournment. All present. 
The following deposition from Colonel Gapspen was here presented to the court by the judge advocate: 


1. Question by General Scott. In what capacity did you serve in Florida with Major General Scott, 
say between the 14th of March and the end of April, 1836? 
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Answer. 1 held the commission of quartermaster general of Florida, but within the periods named 
was attached to General Scott as chief of his staff. 

2. Question by General Scott. Were you not in that period fully in the official confidence of the said 
Seott, and was he not almost constantly in your view, or within speaking distance? 

Answer. 1 answer in the aflirmative. 

3. Question by General Scott, As far as known to you, and in reference to the number and description 
of his forces—their respective terms of service, the season of the year, the character of the country, 
and the means of subsistence and transportation provided—did the said Scott fail, in any particular, to 
adopt the best plans and movemeuts, according to the information possessed at headquarters, or fail in 
zeal and diligence to bring the war to a successful conclusion? 

Answer. General Scott labored under many and complicated embarrassments in maturing the plans 
of his campaign, growing out of an insufficiency of transportation; the want of supplies adapted to Indian 
warfare, (having received pork and flour, instead of bacon and hard bread;) the lateness of the season, it 
being late in March before he could commence operations; the limited period (three months) for which 
the voluntecrs and militia had to serve; and the uncommon prevalence of debility and sickness among 
the troops, particularly in the commands under Eustis and Lindsay. The measles made their appearance 
in camp, and from one-fourth to one-half of the effective force of the South Carolina, Alabama, and Florida 
requisitions were, at an early period, rendered unfit for active service. At the Bay of Tampa, after the 
three divisions of the army met there, the spectacle was more that of a camp of hospitals than of an 
assemblage of troops preparipg for the active operations which were necessary to circumvent and subdue 
a vigilant and active savage foe. General Scott was active, zealous, and anxious; failing in no degree 
to adopt and execute those plans which circumstances would permit and his own judgment approve. 
Trammelled in many instances by insufliciency of resources, he was compelled to abandon operations 
which otherwise would have been executed, and might have eventuated more favorably than his general 
operations. I answer, therefore, unhesitatingly, that General Scott did not fail, to my knowledge, in 
adopting and prosecuting the plans which were generally deemed most judicious, and which, if executed 
by all parts of the army, might have eventuated very differently. But they were not executed. Neither 
Eustis nor Lindsay’s commands ever came to the point ordered; and as the right wing, with which Scott 
was personally, performed its assigned part in crossing the Withlacoochee, and in driving between the 
river and the lake, the failure of the other two in not being in position on the east of the Withlacoochee, 
and in the forks, prevented that thorough exploration of the swamps and strongholds of that singular 
river which was necessary to find the enemy, surround and conjuer him, which were the objects of the 
campaign. I believed General Scott’s plans generally good: I differed with him in some of the details— 
better calculated, in my opinion, to secure the objects contemplated. 

4. (Question by General Scott, Should his answer to either of those points of inquiry be, on its face, 
unfavorable to the said Scott, will the witness have the goodness to give the grounds of his opinion, in 
order that it may be explained and reconciled with the testimony of other witnesses in the case? 

Answer, I was in favor of more dispersion of the troops; viewing the war as an Indian or a wild- 
beast hunt, in which the chances of ferreting him out, surrounding, overtaking, capturing or destroying him, 
would be multiplied in proportion to the number of parties we could set in motion. In these views, however, 
1 must say, in justice to General Scott, that I was not sustained by either him or others, and that the 
opinion generally prevailed that it would be as unsafe as it was unmilitary to disperse and expose our 
army to be beat in detail. As I have been asked for my opinion and reasons, I have given them; subse- 
quent operations and events have confirmed, in my judgment, the correctness of them; but they do not 
detract from operations which have been so generally sustained by others, and particularly by the 
conduct of those who have followed in succession, and who have been equally as unfortunate, from 
moving in masses. We must meet the enemy as they meet us, disperse when they do, and concentrate 
as quick, 

5. Question by General Scott. By whom and under what circumstances was the letter written to 
Major McLemore, permitting or directing him to send a detachment of Florida militia, by water, with 
subsistence up the Withlacooche river? 

Answer. The letter to Major McLemore was written by me. He sought the service, and my letter 
was in reply to a friendly one from him. As I have previously transmitted a copy of the letter to the 
court, let the document speak for itself. I assume the responsibility. 

6. Question by General Scott. Was any copy of that letter entered on the record books at headquarters? 

Answer. I answer in the negative. 

7. Question by General Scott. What limitations as to the time of arrival on the Withlacoochee, and the 
length of stay there, did that letter to Major McLemore impose? If the witness kept any copy of the 
letter, or has since obtained the original, he will please annex it to the answer under this interrogatory. 

Answer. I refer to the letter, a copy of which is in possession of the recorder, 

8. Question by General Scott. Does the witness recollect any conversation between him and the said 
Scott, or with General Clinch, about the time they crossed the Withlacoochee, or at Tampa Bay, respecting 
the possible or probable execution of Major McLemore’s proposition to send supplies up that river, and the 
probable length of stay of the detachment which might accompany those supplies? 

Answer. The witness recollects a conversation held at the Bay of Tampa between General Scott and 
General Clinch. It was in relation to orders issued to the latter, directing him to send the fourth regiment 
of infantry and some other troops from his wing to penetrate the Withlacoochee as far as practicable by 
water; General Clinch meeting them with his main force at some designated point on his return march 
by land. General Clinch seemed not to think, by his remarks, the operation either necessary or practicable ; 
and to sustain the latter he introduced a witness, a soldier who had ascended the Withlacoochee, and who 
represented the ascent with troops by water exceedingly hazardous, if not impracticable, unless covered and 
protected by troops on land. General Scott expressed some anxiety to have the operation executed, lest 
McLemore should be on the river; but Clinch spoke very positively that that must be impossible; that he 
was convinced McLemore had not attempted the expedition, and that if he had he must have failed, and 
returned to the Suwanee; that he (Clinch) had every confidence in the information of his witness, (the 
soldier above adverted to,) and was satisfied the river Withlacoochee could not be penetrated if an enemy 
opposed. By reference to me in the course of the conversation I could only state what were the orders to 
McLemore: “that he must not come unless he could reach the river by the 29th of March; must be very 
prudent in attempting to ascend it; hazard nothing, and by no means to remain on the river after the 3d 
of April; but to return to the Suwanee.” It appears McLemore did not reach the Withlacoochee until 
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the 2d or 3d of April; persisted 1 in ascending, and on his own gallant responsibility established the block- 
house, and resolved to maintain it. The result of this conve rsation was an abandonment of the enterprise 
contemplated by a part of General Clinch’s command, and a subse quent order to Major Read, which was 
drawn up with great prudence and caution in consequence of the information given by General Clinch 
and his witness. 

9, Question by General Scott. What were the impressions expressed in those conversations by the 
witness as to the execution of that enterprise, and the length of time that the detachme nt, if it arrived at 
all, would remain on the Withlacoochee ? 

Answer. There was no doubt expressed but that MeLemore had not penetrated the Withlacoochee, 
and that if he had within the times limited, in obedience to his instructions, he must have returned on 
the day ordered. Subsequent facts show that ‘he did return with a part of his command to the Suwanee, 
and could have brought back the whole of his force, had noc a part of them preferred remaining and braving 
the enemy. They voluntarily sought the hazard. 

10. Question by General Scott. By whom were the instructions to Major Read, the commander of the 
expe dition by water from Tampa Bay to the Withlacoochee, drawn up; and did the said Scott fail to pro- 
vide everything i in his power to give success to that expedition { ? 

Answer. The order was drawn up by me; and I am not aware that General Scott restricted or with- 
held any of the means necessary to the success of the expedition. Major Read was directed to make the 
necessary requisitions on the quartermaster at the Bay of Tampa; and {i have some indistinct recollection 
of hearing (for I was not ay at the conversation) of his, Major Read’s, desiring a howitzer, or a piece 
of artillery, which, it was said, General Scott did not think essential; however, I do not know that the 
piece of ordnance required was denied or not. I know that the quartermaster was very much engaged 
for some time in building boats adapted to the ascent of the river, so that there should be no failure i in 
the requisite transportation. I do not know whether they were taken or not. 

11. (Question by General Scott. According to the best intelligence possessed at headquarters at the 
time, and in reference to the means prov ided, was there room for a reasonable doubt that Mi ajor Read’s 
expedition ought to succeed ? 

Answer. There was not a doubt entertained at headquarters that the nature of the service was dis- 
tinctly understood, and that it was assigned to an officer and troops who would execute it. Indeed, it was 
a confidence reposed by the general in Major Read that induced him to assign to him so responsible < 
duty. The general was aware of the difliculties and hazards of the enterprise; and while it was committed 
to an officer who had been highly recommended by the superiors with whom he had served, it was deemed 
necessary (after the conversation held with Clinch previously adverted to in reply to question 9) to draw 
up the order under the precautions which characterize it. The order was, however, discretionary: Major 
Read to be the judge on his arrival at the mouth of the Withlacoochee on the hazard or not of his ascend- 
ing it. The order, however, speaks for itself, and I have only deemed it necessary, under the facts detailed, 
tu advert to the causes of its general prudent and cautious character. 

The testimony having here closed, Major General Scott made the address which accompanies these 
proceedings, after which the court adjourned this case to a future day. 

January 30, 1837. 

The court met pursuant to adjournment. All present. 

The court proceeded to pronounce its opinion in the foregoing case, as follows: 

The court, after a careful review of the great mass of testimony taken in the foregoing investigation, 
finds that Major General Scott wes amply clothed with authority to create the means of prose cuting the 
Seminole war to a successful issue, but is of opinion that at the time he was invested with the command 
the season was too for advanced for him to collect, appoint, and put in motion his forces till a day too 
late to compass the object. It appears that, alter using great diligence and energy, he was not in a con- 
dition to take the field and enter the enemy’s strongholds before the 28th of M: arch, and then without 
sufficient means for transporting the necessary supplies to enable him to remain there long enough to 
seek out the scattered forces of the enemy. 

The court, therefore, ascribe the failure of the campaign to the want of time to operate; the insalubrity 
of the climate after the middle of April; the impervious swamps and hammocks that abound in the country 
occupied by the enemy, affording him cover and retreat at every step; an absence of all knowledge by 


the general or any part of his forces of the topography of the country, together with the difficulty of 


obtaining in time the means of transporting supplies for the army. 

The court is further of opinion, from the testimony of many officers of rank and intelligence who served 
in the campaign, that Major General Scott was ze: lous and indef: itigable in the discharge of his duties, 
and that his plan of campaign was well devised, and prosecuted with energy, steadiness, and ability. 

As connected with the Seminole campaign under Major General Scott, in 1836, the attention of the 
court has been called to the tone and language of his “Order No. 48,” dated the 17th of May, and of his 
letter of the 11th of May to the adjutant general, now on the file of this court, (see documents Nos. 138 
and 119,) the first reflecting on the people ‘of F lorida, and the latter on the conduct of M: jor Read, of the 
Florida volunteers. The tenor of these are not considered a milit: ary offence, but an indiscretion that it 
were better to have avoided. 


ALEX. MACOMB, Major General, President of the Court. 
S. Coorer, Captain U. S. Army, Judge Advocate and Recorder of the Court. 





CONTINUATION ‘OF THE PROCEEDINGS IN THE FOREGOING CASE. 
Frepertck, February 22, 1837 
The court met pursuant to notice. All present. 
The following communications were submitted for the consideration of the court: 
War Department, February 18, 1857. 


Sm: I have the honor to enclose a copy of an order of the President of the United States, on the 
proceedings of the court of inquiry of which you are president, relative to the campaign against the 
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Seminole Indians under Major General Scott, and, in compliance with the direction of the close thereof. to 
transmit the proceedings, with the documentary evidence referred to therein, (except such as was selected 
and taken back ky the judge advocate) for the future action of the court. I forward, also, “ Major General 
Scott’s address, or summary of evidence taken in his case.” 
Very respectfully, your most obedient servant, 
B. PF. BUTLER, Secretary of War ad interim. 


Major General ALEXANDER Macomp, President of the Court of Lnquiry, Frederick, Maryland. 


(cory. ) 


The proceedings of the court of inquiry recently assembled and still sitting at Frederick, by virtue 
of Orders No, 65 and 68, so far as the same relate to the causes of the failure of the campaign of Major 
General Scott against the Seminole Indians in 1836, were heretofore subinitted to the President, and the 
examination thereof suspended, in consequence of the necessary connexion between the case of Major 
General Scott and that of Major General Gaines, also referred to the same court and not yet reported on. 
Certain other proceedings of the same court having been since examined by the President, and having 
been found defective, and therefore remitted to the court for reconsideration, the President has deemed it 
proper, in order to expedite the matier, to look into the first mentioned proceedings, for the purpose of 
ascertaining whether or not the like defects existed therein. On this inspection of the record, he perceives 
that the court has not reported, except in a few instances, the facts of the case as required by the order 
constituting the court, and in those instances, the facts found by the court are stated in a very general 
form, and without sufficient minuteness and precision; and he therefore remits the said proceedings to 
the court, to the end that the court may resume the consideration of the evidence, and from the same, 
and from sach further evidence as may be taken, (in case the court shall deem it necessary to take further 
evidence,) may ascertain and report with distinctness and precision all the facts touching the subject to 
be inquired of, established to the satisfaction of the court by the evidence before it, and especially the 
times when and places where the several occurrences which are deemed material by the court in the 
formation of its opinion actually took place, with the amount of force on both sides, at the different 
periods of time embraced in the transaction, and the positions thereof, aud such other circumstances as 
are deemed material by the court; together with its opinion on the whole subject for the information of 
the President. 

The Secretary of War ad interim will cause the proceedings of the court in the case of Major General 
Scott, first above mentioned, with the documentary evidence refered to therein, and a copy hereof, to be 
transmitted to Major General Alexander Macomb, president of the court, for the proper action thereon, 


ANDREW JACKSON. 


Wasnixcton, February 18, 1837. 


The court proceeded, in conformity with the foregoing instructions of the President of the United 
States, to take up and review the documentary and oral testimony taken on a former decision in the 
investigation of the failure of the campaign under Major General Scott against the Seminole Indians in 
Florida, in 1836, and submits the following synopsis or condensed view of the testimony on which the 


court formed its opinion. 
DOCUMENTARY TESTIMONY. 


January 21.—General Scott ordered to Florida, with full power to raise a volunteer force, &.—(Doe. 4.) 
January 31.—General Scott writes from Augusta that he is making preparations for the campaign, 
by raising a force and collecting supplies; finds muskets in the Augusta arsenal, but no accoutrements 
or cartridges; the powder unfit for service—no knapsacks, &c.; shall go to Milledgeville to consult the 
governor on the subject of the Creck difficulties.—( Doc. 18.) 

February 2.—General Scott reports from Augusta; wants patent rifles--none in the southern arsenals ; 
shall arm with muskets; not a sufficient number of accoutrements; shail borrow from South Carolina; 
deficiency in camp-kettles, &c.; shall have them made; wants more tents, musket-cartridges, &c.—(Doc. 20.) 

February 6.—General Scott writes from Augusta that he has just returned from Milledgeville, where 
he believes he has quickened the measures for obtaining the force from Georgia; progress making in 
raising force and collecting supplies for the campaign, &e.——( Doe, 34.) 

February 16.—General Scott arrives at Savannah on the 9th; has been fully occupied in regulating 
the supplies and movements of the troops for Florida; part of the South Carolina foree on the way to 
Florida ; others expected soon to assemble, &e.; expects by the end of the month to have in the field a 
force of about 4,600, 1,400 of which mounted; shall arrive in Florida in advance of more than half of 
the forees called for from South Carolina and Georgia, and before the Alabama regiment has reached its 
destination, (Tampa Bay,) and expects towards the end of the mouth to commence operations.—(Doe. 
38.) 
February 20.—General Scott reports from Savannah the arrival of a detachment of recruits from 
the north; has been waiting for the return of a steamer, &ec.; sets off in a few moments for Florida.— 
(Doc. 44.) 

February 22—General Scott arrives at Picolata ; a battalion of Georgia foot in position, another of 
mounted men on this side of the St. Mary’s, and presumes another battalion of mounted Georgians are in 
march from the interior of Georgia. The head company of South Carolina mounted regiment has reached 
the Ogechee ; the regiment of South Carolina foot at St. Augustine ; shall await the arrival of at least a 
portion of the mounted force before commencing operations. General Clinch has at Fort Drane 523 men, 
and reports the enemy about 1,500 warriors, and 200 or 300 negroes.—( Doc. 46.) 

February 26.—General Scott at Picolata ; reports the regiment of South Carolina foot moving from 
St. Angustine, via Tomoca, upon Volusia, where it is expected to arrive by 3d March ; the South Carolina 
mounted regiment may be expected at Volusia about the Tth ; these two regiments, with five companies 
of United States artillery, will constitute the left wing. Only one company of mounted Georgians has 
arrived ; a battalion of Georgia foot (340 strong) now in route for Fort Drane, distance sixty-five miles, 
and a bad road ; has been occupied in devising means to send to Fort Drane large supplies ; is waiting 
the arrival of means of transportation from Augusta and Savannah ; some wagons have arrived but no 
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horses ; the remainder of the baggage train not expected in less than ten days ; is using every means to 
hasten on supplies ; embarrassed by the arrival of General Gaines at Fort King with 1,100 men, and 
who has called upon General Clinch at Fort Drane for 1,400 rations, which will leave only 5,000 rations 
at Fort Drane, te. about eight days’ subsistence for the force there, say 650 men: recalls the Georgia 
battalion now on the march for Fort Drane ; sends 20,000 rations to Volusia, which is about fifty miles 
from Fort King, and seventy from Fort Drane; shall hasten to Fort Drane, although his presence still 
necessary at Picolata ; all his plans thwarted, the principal of which was to move in concert from Fort 
Drane, Volusia, and Tampa, on the 8th March, upon the enemy, who are supposed to be on the Withla- 
coochee.—( Doce. 47.) 

March 2.—General Scott at Picolata ; reports difficulty in obtaining means of transportation ; some 
of the Georgia volunteers refuse to be mustered into service ; four other companies just arrived ; the 
United States dragoons may not arrive ina month. The left wing will probably reach Volusia by the 8th 
or 10th, Colonel Lindsay’s forces cannot be at Tampa before probably the L5th ; he cannot be in position 
in time, and General Eustis cannot cross the Ocklawaha before the 14th.—(Doe. 52.) 

March 6.—General Scott at Picolata; reports he has no recent intelligence of the movements of 
General Gaines later than the 29th ultimo ; important for his combinations that he should speedily learn 
what has become of General Gaines’s column, and whether the position and numbers of the enemy have 
been materially changed by its operations. Part of the foot of the left wing now occupy Volusia and 
positions on the coast as far as Tomoca; four other companies are engaged in scouring the country 
between the Atlantic and St. John’s; the left wing cannot be at Volusia before the 12th. The forces in 
vicinity of Picolata and known to be coming up are 140 men under Major Gates, just landed, and eight 
days from Savannah, throngh a most unusual storm ; 320 Georgia foot ; 140 Georgia mounted men at 
Garey’s Ferry ; Captain Wharton’s dragoons, ninety strong, expected at Garey’s about the L1th ; 16,000 
rations just despatched for Fort Drane ; the wagons will return to be reloaded ; in the meantime wagons 
and horses may be expected from Savannah. The wagons reported to have been shipped at Baltimore 
have been left behind, &c. ; shall send no more troops to Fort Drane on account of difficulty of subsisting 
them there.—(Doc. 68.) 

March 9—General Scott between Picolata and Garey’s Ferry ; reports on his way to Fort Drane, 
via Garey’s, taking a force of about 240, which may be important to rescue General Gaines. The left 
wing cannot be in foree on the Ocklawaha before the 17th, and Lindsay cannot operate more than two 
days’ march from Tampa, for want of means of transportation ; no transportation yet arrived from 
Savannah. The amount of subsistence that will be at Fort Drane on the 8th, 17,497 rations of bread 
and flour, and 11,000 rations of pork, with beef cattle in the neighborhood, &c. The troops about to 
proceed as far as the Withlacoochee will not have the means of taking with them rations for more than 
six days ; recapitnlates the cause of his deficiency in the means of transportation.—(Doc. 71.) 

March 14.—General Seott at Fort Drane ; reports the force from the Withlacoochee fallen back on 
Fort Drane ; has directed General Eustis, after scouring the country through which he will have to pass, 
to place his column in the neighborhood of Pelaklikaha by the 25th instant ; Colonel Lindsay by the same 
day to be at Chickuchatty. The right wing will move from Fort Drane about the 24th for the Withla- 
coochee ; this time is appointed to give Eustis and Lindsay time to put themselves in position, to recruit 
the forces lately under General Gaines, and to receive subsistence from Garey’s Ferry.—( Doe. 77.) 

March 13.—Fort Drane ; the plan of campaign to move in three columns from Fort Drane, Volusia, 
and Tampa, upon the Withlacoochee, where they will co-operate, &e.— (Does. 81, 93.) 

March 20.—General Scott at Fort Drane ; reports he shall probably be obliged to move from Fort 
Drane on 24th or 25th, with less than eighteen days’ subsistence for the right wing, which will consist of 
about 1,700 fighting men. Some wagons and horses arrived at Picolata from Savannah about the 12th 
instant ; General Eustis does not expect to be at Pelaklikaha with his wing before the 27th or 28th ; 
without more wagons and horses, has no hope of accumulating at Fort Drane, beyond the current 
consumption, more subsistence than they shall have on the 24th.—(Doc. 94.) 

March 25.—General Scott at Fort Drane; the right wing moves to-morrow; reports a skirmish 
between General Eustis’s advance guard and a small party of Indians; Lindsay arrived at Tampa on 
the 5th, and expects to march on Fort King with a force of about 1,120 men; Captain Wharton, with his 
dragoons, has reached Fort Drane.—( Doe. 97.) 

April 12. General Scott at Tampa reports the greater part of the right wing reached that place 
the Sth; half of the left wing arrived the same day, and the centre the day before. All compelled to go 
to Tampa for subsistence, &&.—( Doc. 103.) 

April 8.—General Clinch reports the movement of the right wing from Fort Drane to Tampa; left 
Fort Drane March 26, with 450 artillery, 270 4th infantry, 75 United States dragoons, 171 Augusta 
volunteers, Louisiana regiment of volunteers, 321 Cooper’s volunteers, and 230 Georgia mounted men— 
ageregate, 1,968; with two six-pounders and eighteen days’ rations in wagons, pack-horses, &c. The 
route in direction of Camp Izard, on the Withlacoochee; difficulty in forwarding the wagon-train; the 
road new, country wet and deep; obliged to lay logs to make them practicable; reached Camp Izard on 
the morning of 28th; the enemy gave notice of his presence on the opposite bank by firing into camp; 
preparations immediately made for forcing the passage in boats brought from Fort Drane. 

At 4 o’clock a. m. of the 29th the bank of the river occupied by sharp-shooters and the two pieces of 
artillery; at daylight the advance, consisting of two companies of artillery, crossed, followed by the 
Louisiana regiment and the fourth infantry; the train then crossed; in the meantime two companies of 
mounted men crossed at a difficult ford one and a half miles below; another swam the river near the 
ferry. The rear division, while crossing, was attacked; the enemy driven off by discharges from the 
field-pieces and a volley from the rear guard. Except this attack the passage was unmolested. The 
enemy fired a few shots into camp during the night from the northern side of the river. On the morning 
of the 30th proceeded up the river in search of the enemy, and at 10 o’clock discovered him in small 
parties on an island in a chain of lakes; the baggage train drawn up in compact order and left with a 
guard of 300 men. The troops advanced to the attack; the enemy retired; were pursued about four 
miles, when, it becoming late, the troops encamped; marched early next morning (3st) and soon 
discovered the enemy on another island; dispositions immediately made for attack with the right column 
on one end of the island and the left on the other; the approach at both points impracticable to any but 
infantry, and extremely difficult for them, the island being surrounded by very broad and wet savannahs, 
and so boggy that it was with difficulty the men could struggle through it. As the head of the right 
column approached firm ground, received a sharp discharge of rifles from the enemy, but, dashing forward, 
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the enemy was soon dislodged and pursued three or four miles, and driven across the river; the column 
halted and remained on the bank of the river until recalled, an hour after. In the pursuit which succeeded 
the first charge a portion of the right column became several times engaged, whenever thick cypress or 
hammock erowth favored the enemy, but in every instance he was promptly expelled and pursued. The 
left colamn approached the island simultaneously with the right, and received a hot discharge from the 
enemy as it arrived within rifle-shot of the hammock, and at the moment when the advance was plunging 
through a deep and diflicult morass; a few discharges from a six-pounder silenced the enemy, when the 
advance, &e., charged the hammock and the enemy fled and were actively pursued for two miles, until 
the left came up with the right column, and, finding it impossible to penetrate the cypress swamp on its 
left, halted. Finding it impossible to follow the enemy across the river, and being twenty-four hours 
without provisions, the troops returned to the baggage train and encamped, On Ist April marched along 


DD 


the lakes and reached the next morning what appeared to be their southeastern extremity, where they 
established a post of observation under Major Cooper, leaving him seventeen days’ provisions, and 
reserving only enough to carry the troops to Tampa, where they arrived on the 4th April, after a fatiguing 
and difficalt march, making the road the whole distance. The fatigue and exposure increased the sick 
list to 150. The killed and wounded in the several rencounters were four killed and nine wounded.— 
(Doc. 104.) 

April 10.—General Eustis reports the operations of the left wing. Arrived at St. Augustine February 
15; commenced the establishment of a chain of posts at intervals of from ten to twenty miles, extending 
south as far as Mosquito inlet, in order to cover the southern plantations, &c., and drive off the predatory 
bands of savages. On the 9th Mareh Colonel Goodwyn’s regiment of mounted South Carolinians marched 
to St. Augustine. On the 10th three men of Brisbane’s regiment were killed within two hundred yards 
of his intrenchment at Tomoca; the enemy fled before he could rally upon them. On the 15th the several 
detachments of the column put in motion for Volusia, via Tomoca. On 22d all had reached that point 
but Colonel Butler's battalion and two companies of artillery, both which had operated as far south as 
Smyrna, The route to Volusia was exeeedingly diflicnlt and injurious to wagons and horses. On 22d 
commenced crossing St. John’s; about 3 p.m. the advanced guard, after crossing briskly, were attacked 
by a considerable party of Indians; the guard maintained itself until reinforced by two companies, when, 
a charge being made, the enemy was repulsed at all points, and retreated to his fastnesses. In the 
encounter our loss was three killed and nine wounded; one Indian found dead, and evidences of four 
others being thrown into the river. On 24th a subaltern’s command of mounted men fell in with a party 
of twelve or fifteen Indians and killed two. On 25th the left wing, consisting of four companies of 
United States artillery, Colonel Goodwyn’s mounted regiment, and Colonel Brisbane’s regiment of foot, 
and Elmnore’s volunteers concentrated, and on 26th commenced the march for Pelaklikaha by the upper 
crossing of the Ocklawaha with 1,400 men and thirteen days’ rations, leaving at Volusia two companies 
of Brisbane’s. The route very difficult; made ouly seven miles by the evening of 27th; the route becomes 
better; obliged to build bridges on the Ocklawaha, the Withlacoochee, and one intermediate stream; 
found no serious impediments to the march to Tampa. Ov 29th, after crossing the Ocklawaha, an Indian 
of note, Ayah Hajoe, was killed by Colonel Shelton, who was wounded. On 50th the advance was attacked 
at Okihumpky swamp, and three men wounded. The hammocks were scoured and the Indians found 
behind some pines, from which they were soon driven into the depths of the swamp, mnaccessible to the 


pit 
troops; one of our men wounded. The enemy retreated whenever our line approached two hundred 


yards. These were the only Indians seen on the march, On reaching Pelaklikaha, found the villages 
abandoned, and no sign of their having been occupied for several wecks; cattle and ponies abundant in 


the neighborhood; caused the houses and fences to be burved. On dist despatched an express to Fort 
King, who returned the night of Ist April with information that General Seott with the right wing had 
crossed the Withlacoochee on 28th March; that no cominnnication could be held with him on that route; 
It being lnpracticable, in the exhausted state of the 


and no provisions could be obtained at Fort Ning. 
no enide who was acquainted with the country south 


horses, to draw provisions from Volusia, and living 
of Pelaklikaha, determined to move south on the main road from Fort King to Tampa; fired signal guns 
at 10 acm.on four successive days without hearing any response. On 3d fell upon Lindsay’s trail 
returning to Tampa, and sent an express to him; on 4th received his answer; on dth, leaving the foot 
fiftecn miles from Tampa, arrived at Tampa with all the horse and wagons.—(Doc. 105.) 

April 10.—Colonel Lindsay reports the operations of his command, (the centre.) On 2d March em- 
barked at Mobile with three companies of Alabaina volunteers—seven other companies sailing about same 
time; the first eight companies reached Tampa on 6th March, and the two others, with horses, provisions, 
and ammunition, did not arrive until the 13th; fouad a battalion of Florida volunteers on the west side of 
the Hillsborough, and about the 10th was joined by a company of Louisiana volunteers, On the 12th 
discovered laree fires in the direction of the Alafia river. The Florida battalion directed to scour that 
section of country, which duty was successfully performed by a night march, by which the Indians were 
surprised in their camp and driven across the river, with a loss of three of their party killed and six of 
their ponies captured; determines to make a forward movement and construct a stockade on the Hills- 
borough, where it is crossed by the main road from Tampa to Fort King, with a view of bringing subsist- 
ence nearer to the scene of operations; and, with this view, marches on the loth. The bridges having 
been destroyed by the enemy, the march was much embarrassed, and did not reach the Hillsborough until 
the 17th; from which time to 20th was engaged in constructing the stockade called Fort Alabama. The 
Florida battalion, under Major Read, left this post, and the remainder returned on 2Ist to Fort Brooke; 
received there a despatch from General Seott, giving the plan of campaign, and requiring hiin to be at 
Chickuchatty on the 25th to co-operate On 22d commenced the march, taking up the battalion at Fort 
Alabama, and leaving there one company and 30 sick; the route lay through a hilly country, abounding 
in hammocks. After passing Elochuteka, the Indians, taking advantage of their coverts, began to annoy 
the rear and flanks. On the 26th a flanker was killed and another wouided while passing a dense ham- 
mock nearly a mile in length; the hammock was entered, when a brisk fire was kept up between the rear 
and the enemy; directed a company to charge into the hammock, with a view to ascertain the force of 
the enemy; the Indians were driven off to the distance of a quarter of a mile in the open woods. During 
the night, at the encampment, parties of our men were fired upon by the Indians from a hammock con- 
tiguous to a pond which furnished water to the troops. Finding the position of the enemy was too distant 
to be reached by musketry, a round of canister was thrown in, which dispersed them. On the 27th the 
enemy still continued their annoying attacks, always lying in ambush; one of our men killed and two 
wounded. At noon halted, aud a smart attack was made on the rear; but upon a brisk return of the fire 
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the Indians disappeared. On 28th, when encamped at Fort Broadnax, near Chickuchatty, the Indians 
commenced a fire on our horses and the party guarding them, when a detachment was ordered to drive 
them, which was done without loss on our side. On the 30th, provisions beginning to be scarce, two 
parties of mounted men were sent in pursuit of cattle, covered by a force of 250 men; they brought in a 
supply sufficient for four days, although without bread or salt. During the day the friendly Indians killed 
a chief called Charley Fixico, a leader of about 85 men. At night the sentinels were occasionally fired 
on, and also during the 3lst, but without injury. On 3lst made an attempt to procure more beef. Being 
60 miles from our depot, with barely enough provisions in store to march to it, without any prospect of 
being able to keep the field for the purpose of co-operating, as contemplated in the plan of campaign, and 
having obtained no response to the signals made for eight days in succession, deemed it advisable to 
return to Tampa, where he arrived at night the 4th April. In the interval, between the departure from 
and return ¢o Fort Alabama, that post was attacked by a force of between 300 and 400 Indians. The 
attack commenced about eight a. m., and continued, without intermission, for two hours and twenty 
minutes. Our loss, one killed and two wounded; that of the enemy supposed to be 15 killed. Notwith- 
standing their defeat in the main attack, they continued to lie around the work in considerable force, both 
day and night, until the return of the main force of the centre, when they moved off on the same road by 
which we marched, and the sign made on that road furnishes the means of estimating their numbers,— 
(Doe. 106 ) 

April 80 —General Scott at Picolata; reports the movement of the troops from Tampa on the 14th 
instant; accompanies the left wing via Pelaklikaha and the upper crossing of the Ocklawaha. On the 
night of the 22d the camp was fired upon by a party of six or eight of the enemy. They were pursued at 
day-light; no result. A party of the enemy was met on the 24th, which might have been cut off but for 
a false movement of a company of horse; the horses and packs of the enemy captured; after scouring a 
succession of hammocks, which were, as far as practicable, surrounded by the horse, were eluded by 
every Indian. Goes to Volusia and embarks on board a steamer and ascends the St. John’s, 60 miles 
above Volusia, to the head of Lake Monroe; cannot cross the bar, but takes a canoe and ascends yet 
further; attacked by a party of the enemy. The object of this reconnoissance, &. A body of the left 
wing reached Volusia on the 25th. All the volunteers of the left wing marched under Colonel Goodwyn, 
on 28th, for St. Augustine, via Tomoca; the regulars left to garrison Volusia and superintend the evacua- 
tion of the post, which had become extremely sickly; the evacuation may be completed in a week. 
Believes the whole force of the enemy, including negroes, does not exceed 1,200 fighting men, and that 
not 500 have, at any time since the commencement of hostilities, been brought within the same ten miles 
square. In all our operations within the last thirty days have not found a party of more than 130; but 
parties of from 10 to 30 have been encountered almost everywhere. ILlis views in regard to future opera- 
tions, and the force necessary to subdue the enemy. Operations cannot be carried on except between 
the 20th November and the end of April, the intermediate period being too hot or sickly. At the end of 
January he asked for troops of the governors of the several States. The last of the South Carolinians 
arrived at St. Augustine the 9th March, and at Volusia the 25th. The Georgians, in part, arrived at Fort 
Drane about that time: but six companies of horse not till the 9th April, after the campaign was nearly 
over. ‘The Alabama regiment that was expected at Tampa about the 25th did not reach the place till 
the 13th ef the month. These extraordinary delays it was impossible for him to foresee or guard against.— 
(Doc. 116.) 

May 5.—The adjutant general writes to General Scott that the President approves of General Scott’s 
proposed plan of operations from Tampa, &c. The Secretary of War thinks it probable that, owing to the 
approaching season of the year, the campaign in the field cannot be much longer vigorously pushed, in 
which event General Scott is to make a judicious selection of posts necessary to be occupied by the 
troops, &e.—(Doce. 118.) 

"May 11.—General Scott, at St. Augustine, writes that he is much indisposed. From Clinch’s report, 
the Indians have recommenced depredations and murders in the vicinity of Fort Drane. There is little 
hope of embodying a respectable number of inhabitants as mounted men to aid in their own defence; has 
authorized Clinch to raise 80 or 100, in addition to the regular force (nine companies) at Fort Drane. 
Eustis engaged in mounting two companies of his regiment. Captain Dimmock’s company hastily mounted 
and despatched in pursuit of a party of the enemy at Montangas; overtakes them, kills three, and wounds 
several; our loss, one killed and four wounded. The Indians fled to a hammock. The Seuth Carolina 
volunteers will not consent to remain longer, their time having expired. Has been using every means to 
raise a company of mounted volunteers this side of the St. John’s; doubts if he shall succeed in raising 
even forty men. The steamer Essayons will be useful by frequently passing up the St. John’s as far as 
Lake George, in preventing Indians from crossing the river and joining in depredations; speaks of the 
conduct of Major Read as disgraceful, &e.—( Doe. 119.) 

April 27.—General Clinch at Fort Drane; reports the return of the right wing from Tampa; on 14th 
of April his force, consisting of 278 artillery, 43 dismounted dragoons, 202 infantry, 139 Augusta volunteers, 
and 140 mounted men, left Tampa, on its return to Fort Drane, via Fort Cooper, on the Withlacoochee, 
inaking short marches, in consequence of the heat of the weather and debilitated condition of the horses, &c. 
On the 18th, within three miles of Fort Cooper, despatched two companies, with light wagons, with 
instructions to Major Cooper to join him; the detachment fired upon from a hammock, and a lieutenant 
and private severely wounded; the enemy fled. Major Cooper had been invested by the enemy from 5th 
to 17th of April, and had lost one killed and five wounded; estimated the force around him at 250, On 
the 22d one of the flankers fired on as be passed near a hammock; prompt pursuit made, but without effect, 
the Indians retreating through the thick undergrowth. 24th, reached Fort Drane, men and horses much 
exhausted by sickuess and heat of the weather; another day’s march would have occasioned the abandon- 
ing the train; fifteen horses and mules died on the road, and eight were turned out that could not be got 
along by leading. —(Doc. 120.) | Reports the volunteers returning to their homes; recommends disposition 
to be made of the regular troops. On the 20th Indians made an attack on Fort Drane, but were met and 
repulsed by the garrison; carried off some negroes and horses.—( Doe. 121.) 

April 26.—Governor Call reports the situation of the troops in the block-house on the Withlacoochee, 
and proposes the relief of the garrison, &e.—( Doe. 122.) 

April 29 —Council of war at Fort Drane; determine that relief cannot be afforded to the garrison on 
the Withlacoochee from Fort Drane; the reasons given.—(Doc 124.) 

May 1.—General Scott differs from the councit in opinion; thinks that 250 men would be sufficient to 
relieve the garrison on the Withlacoochee, and that that number might be safely sent from Fort Drane; 
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orders that the largest practicable force be immediately sent from Fort Drane, provided Governor Call 
has not been advised that relief cannot be afforded from Fort Drane.—( Doc. 126.) 

May 5.—General Clinch reports that Governor Call has made, arrangements for relieving the garrison 
on the Withlacoochee from Suwanee, &&.—(Doc. 127.) 

May 7.—Colonel Lindsay reports that the force under his command moved from Tampa for the forks 
of the Withlacoochee on the evening of the 14th of April. In passing over the Hillsborough ® wagoner 
was killed by the Indians, and that night the Alabama regiment was fired on, and a sentinel wounded; 
the remainder of the march effected without disturbance from the enemy; arrives at the Withlacoochee; 
his dispositions there; no sign of Indians; encumbered by the sick of his command; returns to Fort 
Alabama. His wagon train insuflicient for the removal of the sick alone to Tampa, and the abruption of 
the post necessarily deferred until the army could return with its transportation relieved from the encum- 
brance of the sick. The march to Fort Brooke uninterrupted by the enemy, and after resting a day and 
a half returned to remove all the public property and stores from Fort Alabama. Colonel Chisholin ordered, 
with the Alabama regiment, a battalion of 4th infantry, and twenty artillery, to remove the troops at 
Port Alabama, break up the post, and bring away all the property. The command searcely proceeded 
three miles from Fort Brooke when they discovered considerable sigus of Indians, the trails leading 
towards Thlonotosassa creek, and after passing that creek it was apparent that a party had crossed from 
the Hillsborough. The troops moved on unmolested to Fort Alabama, and on the return march were 
attacked about 3 o’clock p.m. On the 27th, as the advanced guard was preparing to cross Thlonotosassa 
creek, the Indians firing from a dense covert on the front and back flanks of the column, which killed and 
wounded a considerable number of the troops. The fire was vigorously returned by the troops, and by 
the 6-pounder, &c. After twelve or thirteen rounds from the piece, Colonel Foster, at the head of the 
infantry, charged into the hammock, attacked and drove the Indians, estimated at 300, and they put an 
end to the conflict, which had been kept up for one hour, The Indians fled through the cover of thick 
hammocks, and the troops marched to Tampa, where they arrived the next day; five of our troops were 
killed, and twenty-four wounded, The volunteers are returning to their homes. The rainy season has set 
in, and the weather so hot as to render it impossible to keep the field without a great sacrifice of life, &&.— 
(Does. 129, 131, 132.) 

April 26.—Colonel Smith, of Louisiana volunteers, reports his expedition, accompanied by a naval 
force; to Charlotte harbor and up Pease creek; nothing of interest.—( Doc. 133.) 

May 17.—General Scott’s Order 48. Speaks of the panic of the people of Florida.——(Doc. 138.) 

May 20.—General Scott at St. Augustine. Reports he has been sick since the 11th; is recovering 
slowly, &c.—( Doc. 146.) Has received instructions from the War Department, which obliges him to leave 
Florida; turns the command over to General Eustis.—( Doc. 148.) 

May 16.—Scecretary of War directs General Scott to take the direction of the Creek war.—(Doc. 155.) 


ORAL TESTIMONY. 
Deposition of Charles Dimmock, late quartermaster, (page 131.) 


To question 1. Stationed at Savannah, &c. 

To questions 2 and 4. Submits letters of advice from Major Cross; two wagons shipped by brig Ogle- 
thorp, ten others to be shipped, 30th January; six wagons shipped in schooner Ida in February; two 
wagons shipped in February from Savannah to Picolata, six more on the 8th March, and two others about 
May 1; all these received from Major Cross. Harness, &c., for the wagons arrived on February 24, and 
shipped to Picolata. 

To question 5. First bacon received April 8, reshipped to Florida April 4; limited transportation. 

To question 6. No knowledge of bacon being shipped before April 4. 

To question 7. All the requisitions of General Scott for transportation complied with, except two boats, 
which could not be obtained. Purchased seven wagons, and received cight from Major Cross, making 
fifteen in all. On or about February 10 purchased, by order of General Scott, 151 horses at Augusta and 
65 near Savannah—in all 216; turned over to Captain Gibson 15 horses; March 4, sent 58 across the 
country to Florida; on March 4, 106 to Captain Wharton; March 8, sent 8 horses by steamboat; on March 
16, sent on 18—making in all 205 horses. Harness in excess were sent for all the wagons. 

Deposition of Colonel Gadsden, (page 133.) So full of incident that it must be read to a full under- 
standing of the campaign. 


, 


Deposition of fF’. D. Newcomb, late of the arnry, (page 135.) 


To question 1, Was assistant quartermaster at Tampa. 

To question 2. Received no transportation from New Orleans in March and up to April 17. Subse- 
quent to the march of General Scott from Tampa, there was received at Tampa, about May 1, 16 mules 
and a few carts or wagons; they would not have been sufficient for the purpose required. They were sent 
from New Orleans, in answer to a letter calling for 50 wagons and 200 horses. 

To question 3. The reason transportation was not forwarded to Tampa from New Orleans, the impres- 
sion that the war had been ended by General Gaines; communicated the same to General Scott; received 
the information from the quartermaster at New Orleans.—-(See letter of Major Clark, page 136.) 

To question 4, Corn for the horses damaged, except a few bags sound. 

To question 5. Furnished ample transportation for Major Read’s command. Expedition of great 
importance. General Scott evinced great solicitude on the subject. 

To question 6, No better transportation could have been furnished Major Read, and that furnished 
ample. 

Colonel Lindsay’s testimony, (page 137.) Necessary that the whole should be read, as it embraces 
important information in reference to the whole campaign and the causes of failure. 

General Eustis’s testimony, (pages 141 and 145.) The whole should be read; important in facts. 

Captain Thruston’s testimony, (page 144.) Should be read, being important as to facts, &e. 

Colonel Bankhead’s testimony, (page 150.) Should be read; important to an understanding of the 
operations of the campaign. 














— 








MILITARY COURTS OF INQUIRY. 165 





Captain Thistle’s testimony, (page 152.) 

To question 8. Impressions as to the Indians being still hostile. 

To question 9, Indians found ready to fire; fired upon the rear guard; killed a negro, 

Mr. Locke's testimony, (page 153.) Relating to supplies of provisions. 

General Clincl’s testimony, (page 104.) — Necessary to be read, embracing a view of the campaign. 

Lieutenant Morris's testimony, (page 166.) Relative to provisions; erection of bake-ovens, &c.; sutlers’ 
supplies, &c. 

Letter from Major Clark. Page 67, (Doc, 152.) 


Captain Van Buren’s testimony, (page 157.) 


To question 1. Train of wagons arrived at Picolata from Fort Drane, March 1 or 2. 

To question 2. Captain Shannon, quartermaster, charged with loading the train with unremitted 
exertions, 

To question 3. Stormy weather; difficulty of crossing the St. John’s river. 

Tov question 4, Train left Picolata March 5. General Scott marches with a small detachment March 9; 
object to rescue Generals Gaines and Clinch on the Withlacoochee; the subsistence by train for them. 

Colonel De Peyster’s testimony, (page 157.) In reference to the difficulty of crossing the St. John’s 
with supplies in consequence of stormy weather, 

Colonel Gadsden’s second deposition, (page 157.) Should be read to a full understanding of the opera- 
tions of the campaign. 

The court, in procceding to review the Seminole campaign under Major General Scott in Florida, and 
the cpinion it has formed as to the causes of its failure, already submitted to the President, will remark 
that that opinion was formed upon a careful examination and a comprehensive view of the oral and docu- 
mentary testimony taken in the case, as cited above, applying the same in its general and particular 
bearing upon the subject submitted for its examination and inquiry. 

In conformity with the instructions of the President, the court, after stating the above facts in refer- 
ence to the manner its opinion was formed, proceeds to review the whole of the testimony,.documentary 
and oral, and embodies such facts deduced therefrom, and applies the same to the several causes enume- 
rated in its opinion as to the failure of the campaign, 

Ist. As to the want of time to operate—sce order of the Secretary of War of January 21, (doc. 4;) 
also documents 18, 20, 24, 38, 44, 46, 47, 52, 68, 71, 77, 81, 93, 94, 97; also testimony of General Clinch, 
page 154, in answer to the first question of General Scott, and in answer to the first question by the 
court on page 154; deposition of Colonel Gadsden, page 135, line 2 of last paragraph; General Eustis’s 
testimony; page 144, line 12, and Colonel Bankhead’s testimony, page 151. 

2d. As to the insalubrity of the climate—see Colonel Lindsay’s testimony, pages 139, 140; also Colonel 
Bankhead’s testimony, page 151; General Clinch’s testimony, page 154, in answer to the third and fourth 
questions by General Scott; and General Eustis’s testimony, page 143, in answer to the twenty-second 
question by General Scott. 

3d. As to swamps and hammocks—see testimony of Colonel Lindsay, page 137, in answer to General 
Scott’s sixth question; page 140, in answer to General Scott’s twenty-seventh question; also General 
Kustis’s testimony, page 144, in answer to General Scott’s twenty-fifth question. 

4th. As to a want of a knowledge of the topography of the country—see Colonel Lindsay’s testimony, 
page 140; also General Eustis’s testimony, page 144, in answer to question by the court. 

5th. As to the difficully of obtaining in time the means of transportation for the army—see testimony of 
Charles Dimmock, page 182, in answer to a question by the judge advocate; also Colonel Gadsden’s testi- 
mony, pages 135 and 158, in answer to the second question by General Scott; FP. D. Newcomb’s testimony, 
page 135, in answer to questions two and three by General Scott; Colonel Lindsay’s testimony, page 138, 
in answer to questions 13, 14, and 15 by General Scott; and General Eustis’s testimony, page 141, in 
answer to question first by General Scott, and page 144, in answer to question by the court. 

The court, in thus resuming the consideration of the evidence as directed by the President, and in 
reporting with distinctness all the facts touching the subjects of inquiry, as well as the times when and 
places where any material occurrence took place, with the amount of force on both sides, at the different 
periods of time embraced in the transaction, and the positions thereof, and all other important circum- 
stances, believes it has fulfilled the instructions of the President; and, further, the court considers that 
its opinion, already given, is fully sustained by the facts and circumstances herewith submitted. 

The court adjourn sine die. 

ALEX. MACOMB, Major General, President of the Court of Inquiry. 
8. COOPER, Judge Advocate, Recorder of the Court. 





CONTINUATION OF THE PROCEEDINGS IN THE FOREGOING CASE. 
Wasnineton, Iarch 2, 1837. 


The court met pursuant io notice. All present. 
The following order fron the Secretary of War was laid before the court : 
Department oF War, JDlarch 2, 1837. 
Sir: You wiil reassemble the court of inquiry in the city of Washington, in order that it may recon- 
sider and review the proceedings in the cases of the campaigns in Florida and in the Creek nation, con- 
ducted by Major General Scott, so as to embrace facts in the opinion of the court as required by the order 
of the President organizing the court, and by his orders of the 14th and 18th of February last. 
B. F. BUTLER, Secretary of War ad interim. 
Major General Macoms, President of the Court of Inquiry 
directed to be convened at Frederick, Maryland, by General Order No. 65. 
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In obedience to the foregoing order, the court was occupied until the 8th of Mareh in reconsidering 
and reviewing its proceedings and in reporting the following facts : 

The court finds, from a review of the testimony, that Major General Scott was ordered on the 21st of 
January to take the direction of the Florida war, with full authority to organize a regular and volunteer 
force sufficient, in his judgment, with a view to bring the war to a speedy termination; that, under this 
order, he proceeded to Augusta, Georgia, where he arrived near the last of January, and commenced 
organizing the service ; that he proceeded thence to Milledgeville for the purpose of consulting with the 
governor of Georgia on the subject of the Creek difficulties, and hastening the preparations for operations 
in Florida; that he returned to Augusta on the 6th of February, and arrived at Savannah on the 9th, 
where he was occupied in regulating the supplies and movements of the troops for Florida until the 20th; 
that he arrived at Picolata on the 22d, and was detained there until the 9th of March awaiting the arrival 
of troops, both regulars and volunteers, also transportation and supplies, and in forwarding the same to 
Fort Drane and Volusia, his plan of campaign being to move in three divisions simultaneously from Fort 
Drane, Volusia, and Tampa, upon the Withlacoochee, the stronghold of the enemy; that on the 9th of 
March General Scott proceeded to Fort Drane with a small escort, with supplies for the relief of General 
Gaines’s forces on the Withlacoochee, and arrived at Fort Drane about the 14th, where he was detained 
until the 25th to give time for the left wing and the ceutre of his army to put themselves in position, and 
also in awaiting the arrival of supplies to enable him to commence operations. These supplies were 
delayed for the want of additional means of transportation momentarily expected from Savannah, the few 
teams already in use being nearly exhausted by the bad state of the roads and the constant and heavy 
labor imposed on them. On the 26th of March General Scott commenced his movement from Fort Drane 
for the Withlacoochee with the right wing of his command, consisting of about 1,968 regular and volun- 
teer troops, and with 18 days’ rations; that he reached Camp Izard, on the Withlacoochee, on the morning 
of the 28th, where the Indians from the opposite bank of the river fired into the camp. Preparations 
being made, the troops commenced crossing the river the next morning at 4 o’elock; during the crossing 
the rear division was attacked, but the enemy was driven, On the morning of the 30th, the army having 
crossed, procecded up the river in search of the enemy, whom they discovered about 10 o'clock in’ small 
parties on an island ina chain of lakes; the troops advanced to the attack, when the Indians retired and 
were pursued about four miles, but not overtaken. The next morning the Indians were again discovered 
on another island, surrounded by broad and wet savannahs, and so bogey that it was with difficulty the 
troops could struggle through them. The Indians were attacked, dislodged, and pursued three or four 
miles, when they cluded the pursuit by cressing the river. In this pursuit the troops became several 
times engaged, but the enemy was always dislodged and driven from the hammocks. Finding: it impos- 
sible to pursue the enemy across the river, and being twenty-four hours without provisions, the troops 
returned to their baggage train and encamped, On the Ist of April the troops proceeded on the march, 
and established a post of observation, called Fort Cooper, at the southeastern extremity of a chain of 
lakes, leaving there a part of the force with 17 days’ provisions, and reserving only enough subsistence 
to carry the remainder to Tampa Bay, where they arrived on the 5th of April after a fatiguing and difficult 
march, making the road the whole distance. The loss of the troops in the several rencounters was four 
killed and nine wounded. 

The left wing, under General Eustis, after scouring the country between St. Augustine and Volusia, 
via Tomoca, Commenced crossing the St. John’s at Volusia on the 22d of March, when it was attacked by 
the enemy, who was repulsed at all points, and retreated to his fastnesses after a loss on the part of the 
troops of three killed and nine wounded. One Indian was found dead, and evidences of four others being 
thrown into the river. On the 24th a subaltern’s command of mounted men fell in with a party of twelve 
or fifteen Indians, and killed two, On the 25th the lett wing, consisting of four companies of United 
States artillery, Colouel Goodwyw’s mounted regiment, Colonel Brisbane’s regiment of foot, and Elmore’s 
volunteers, concentrated, and on the 20th commenced the march for Pelaklikaha, by the upper crossing of 
the Ocklawaha, with 1,400 men and thirteen days’ rations, leaving at Volusia two of Brisbane’s companies. 
The route being difficult, the troops made only seven miles by the evening of the 27th, and were obliged 
to build bridges over the Ocklawaha, the Withlacoochee, and one intermediate stream. On the 29th, 
after crossing the Ocklawaha, an Indian of note, Ayah Hajah, was killed by Colonel Shelton, who was 
wounded. On the 30th the advance was attacked at Oakahumpkey swamp, and three men killed. The 
hammocks were scoured, and the Indians discovered and driven into a swamp inaccessible to the troops, 
one of whom was wounded. The enemy retreated whenever the troops approached to within two hundred 
yards. On reaching Pelaklikaha, the villages were found to have been abandoned perhaps for several 
weeks; cattle and ponies were abundant in the neighborhood. The houses and fences were burned by 
the troops. It being impossible to obtain provisions from Fort King, and the horses being too much 
exhausted to draw provisions from Volusia, and General Scott having crossed the Withlacoochee south, 
on the 28th, with the night wing, the left wing moved on the main road from Fort King to Tampa, where 
the horse of that wing arrived on the 5th of April, leaving the foot at a position fifteen miles from that 
place. 
The centre, under Colonel Lindsay, consisting of from 1,000 to 1,200 men, organized at Tampa about 
the 138th of Mareh. Large fires being discovered in the direction of the Alafia, the battalion of Florida 
volunteers was sent In that direction, where they surprised a party of Indians, killing three and capturing 
six ponies. On the loth the centre moved upon the Hillsborough, on the main road to Fort King; and on 
the 20th established a post, called Fort Alabama, with a view of bringing suppHes near to the scene of 
hostilities in the direction of the Withlacoochee, leaving there the Florida battalion under Major Read, the 
remainder of the troops marching back to Fort Brooke, (‘Tampa,) where a despatch was received from 
General Scott giving the plan of the campaign, and requiring the centre to be at Chickuchatty by the 25th, 
to co-operate. On the 22d the march was commenced; the battalion at Fort Alabama was taken up, 
leaving at that post one company and thirty sick. The route lay through a hilly country, abounding in 
hammocks. After passing Elochucto, the Indians, taking advantage of their coverts, began to annoy the 
rear and flanks of the column; a flanker was killed and another wounded whilst passing a dense hammock. 
The hammock was scoured, and the Indians driven out. During the night, at the encampment, parties of 
the troops were fired on by the Indians from a hammock contiguous to a pond which furnished water for 
the troops; the Indians were dispersed by a round of canister, On the 27th the Indians still continued 
their annoying attacks, always firing from ambush; one of our men was killed and two wounded. The 
column halted at noon, when an attack was made upon the rear; but vpon a brisk return of the fire the 
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Indians disappeared. On the 28th, when encamped at Fort Broadnax, near the Chickuchatty, the Indians 
commenced a fire on the horses and the party guarding them. A detachment was sent out, which drove 
the enemy without loss to the troops. On the 80th, provisions being scarce, two parties of mounted men 
were sent in pursuit of cattle, covered by a force of two hundred and fifty men; they brought in a supply 
sufficient for four days = During that day the friendly Indians attached to the command killed a chief 
ralled Charley Fixico, a leader of about cighty-five men. That night the sentinels were fired upon occa- 
sionally, and also on the 3ist, but without injury. On the same day an attempt was made to procure more 
beef. Being sixty miles from the depot, with barely enough provisions to reach it, without any prospect 
of being able to keep the field for the purpose of co-operation, and having obtained no response to the 
signals made for eight days in succession, Colonel Lindsay deemed it advisable to return to Tampa, where 
he arrived on the night of the 4th of April. In the interval between the departure from and return to Fort 
Alabama that post was attacked by a force of between three hundred and four hundred Indians, which 
resulted in a loss on the part of the troops, after an action of two hours and twenty minutes, of one killed 
and two wounded; the supposed loss of the enemy was fifteen killed. The enemy continued to lie around 
the work in considerable force, both day and night, until the return of the centre column. 

The several columns which arrived at Tampa about the 5th of April remained at that place until the 
14th, for the purpose of recruiting the men and horses, which had become much exhausted from the heat 
of the weather and the fatiguing and difficult marches. The army was here divided into five detachments. 
Colonel Smith, with the Louisiana volunteers, was detached to Charlotte harbor and up Pease creek, accom- 
panied by a naval force, where, after operating some days up the country, and discovering no Indians, he 
returned to Tampa, and thence to New Orleans, where the volunteers were discharged. 

The Florida volunteers, under Major Read, were sent to the mouth of the Withlacoochee, to operate 
up that river. The object of this expedition was not effected, and the troops were conveyed to St. Mark’s 
and Tallahassee, where they were discharged. 

The right wing, under Gencral Clinch, consisting of 278 artillery, 45 dismounted dragoons, 202 infantry, 
139 Augusta volunteers, and 140 mounted men, marched for Fort Drane, via Fort Cooper, on the Withla- 
coochee, making short marches in consequence of the heat of the weather and the debilitated condition of 
the horses. On the 18th, three miles from Fort Cooper, General Clinch despatched two companies, with 
light wagons, with instructions to Major Cooper to join him; the detachment was fired upon from a 
hammock, and one lieutenant and a private severely wounded ; the enemy fled. Fort Cooper had been 
invested from the 5th to the 17th of April with a loss of one killed and five wounded ; the force of the 
enemy estimated at 250. On the 22d, one of the flankers was fired on from a hammock, when prompt 
pursuit was made, but without effect, the Indians retiring through a thick undergrowth. The troops 
reached Fort vrane on the 25th, the men and horses much exhausted by sickuess and the heat of the 
weather; another day’s march would have occasioned the abandoning the train ; 15 horses and mules 
died on the road, and eight were turned out that could not be got along by leading. The term of service 
of the volunteers having expired they returned to their homes. On the 20th the enemy made an attack 
on Fort Drane, but were repulsed by the garrison ; they carried off some negroes and horses. 

The left wing, accompanied by General Seott, moved wa Pelaklikaha and the upper crossing of the 
Ocklawaha, for Volusia. On the night of the 22d of April the camp was fired upon by a party of six or 
eight Indians ; they were pursued at daylight without any result. On the 24th, a party of the enemy 
was met, but with no other result than the capture of their horses and packs, the enemy escaping into the 
hammocks. A body of the left wing reached Volusia on the 25th. All the volunteers of the left wing 
marched under Colonel Goodwyn for St. Augustine, on the 28th, via Tomoca. The regulars were left to 
garrison Volusia and superintend the evacuation of the post, which had become very sickly. 

The centre column, under Colonel Lindsay, moved for the forks of the Withlacoochee. Passing over 
the Hillsborough, a wagoner was killed by the Indians, and on that night the Alabama regiment was 
fired on and a sentinel wounded. The remainder of the march was effected without annoyance from the 
enemy. No signs of Indians were discovered on the Withlacoochee. Being encumbered with the sick, 
the troops returned to Fort Alabama, The wagon-train was insufficient for the removal of the sick alone 
to Tampa, and the abruption of the post of Fort Alabama was necessarily deferred until the army could 
return with its transportation from Tampa, relieved from the encumbrance of the sick. The march to 
Tampa was uninterrupted by the enemy, and after resting a day and a half Colonel Chisholin, with the 
Alabama regiment, four companies of infantry, and twenty artillery, returned to remove all the public 
property and stores from Fort Alabama. The troops reached Fort Alabama, and on their return march 
were attacked about 3 o’clock in the afternoon of the 27th as the advance guard was preparing to cross 
Tnlonotosassa creek ; the Indians firing from a dense covert on the front and both flanks of the column. 
The fire was vigorously returned by the troops, and after twelve or thirteen rounds from a_field-piece 
Colonel Foster, at the head of the infantry, charged into the hammock, attacked and drove the Indians, 
estimated at 300, and thus put an end to the conflict which had been kept up for an hour, resulting in a 
loss on the part of the troops of 5 killed and 24 wounded, The troops reached Tampa the next day, and 
the volunteers returned to their homes, the rainy season having set in, and the weather so hot as to render 
it impossible to keep the field without a great sacrifice of life. 

The strength of the enemy during the campaign is estimated by General Scott not to exceed 1,200 
fighting men, and he is of opinion that not more than 500 had, at any time since the commencement of 
hostilities, been brought within the same ten miles square, and that in all his operations for thirty days 
no party larger than 130 had been found, but that parties of from ten to thirty had been encountered 
almost everywhere. 

After the return of the treops from Tampa to their several positions General Scott deemed it neces- 
sary, in consequence of the extreme heat of the weather and the sickness of the troops, to put them into 
summer quarters, which was approved by the Secretary of War in a letter of the 5th of May, from the 
adjutant general, and thus closed the campaign. 

The court, after a full consideration of the foregoing facts, and the testimony from which they are 
drawn, comes to the same conclusion as expressed in its opinion already given, in the following words, 
to wit: 

“The court, after a careful review of the great mass of testimony taken in the foregoing investiga- 
tion, finds that Major General Scott was amply clothed with authority to create the means of prosecuting 
the Seminole war to a successful issue, but is of opinion that, at the time he was invested with the com- 
mand, the season was too far advanced for him to collect, appoint, and put in motion his forces until a 
day too late to compass the object. It appears that after using great diligence and energy he was not in 
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a condition to take the field and enter the enemy’s strongholds before the 28th of March, and then with- 
out sufficient means for transporting the necessary supplies to enable him to remain there long enough to 
seek out the scattered forces of the enemy. 

“The court, therefore, ascribe the failure of the campaign to the want of time to operate—the insalu- 
brity of the climate after the middle of April—the impervious swamps and hammocks that abound in the 
country occupicd by the enemy, affording him cover and retreat at every step—an absence of all knowl- 
edge by the general, or any part of his forces, of the topography of the country, together with the 
difficulty of obtaining in time the means of transporting supplies for the army. 

“The court is further of opinion, from the testimony of many officers of rank and intelligence who 
served in the campaign, that Major General Scott was zealous and indefatigable in the discharge of his 
duties, and that his plan of campaign was well devised, and prosecuted with energy, steadiness, and ability.” 

A. MACOMB, Alajor General, President of the Court of Inquiry. 
S. COOPER, Judge Advocate, Recorder of the Court. 





PROCEEDINGS OF A COURT OF INQUIRY IN THE CASE OF MAJOR GENERAL SCOTT.—DELAY IN OPENING 
AND PROSECUTING THE CREEK CAMPAIGN. 


PART SECOND, 


Continuation of the proceedings of a court of inquiry held at the city of Frederick, Maryland, by virtue of 
2 


Orders Nos. 65 and 68, dated Adjutant General’s Office, Washington, October 3, 1886, and October 14, 1836. 


oD € 


Frepertck, December 13, 1836. 


The court met pursuant to adjournment. 

Present : Major General Macomb, president; Brigadier General Atkinson and Brigadier General 
Brady, members; Captain Cooper, judge advocate and recorder, 

The court was occupied from this day to the 16th of December in examining the documentary tes- 
timony having reference to the campaign against the hostile Creek Indians in 1836.—(See papers accom- 
panying these proceedings. ) 

December 19, 1836. 


The court met pursuant to adjournment. All present. 

The subject of the Creek campaign being resumed— 

Major Epucynp Kirpy, paymaster of the army, and a witness on the part of Major General Scott, 
¢ duly sworn, was interrogated as follows : 

1. Question by General Scott. Did the witness serve with General Scott 
what capacity, and for what length of time ? 

Answer, I did. I was announced in orders for staff duties generally, and accompanied General Scott 
from St. Augustine, on the 2Ist of May, and remained with him at Columbus to the 17th of June, when 
I returned to Florida. 

2. (Juestion by General Scott, By what general officer of the army was the witness and General Scott 
joined at Augusta, Georgia, and by what high public functionary at Milledgeville ? 

Answer. General Scott was joined at Augusta, on the 27th of May, by Major General Jesup, and 
was accompanied from Milledgeville to Columbus by Governor Schley, together with General Jesup. 

3. Question by General Scott. Does the witness recollect any conversation at Milledgeville, on the 
road, or at Columbus, between his excellency the governor of Georgia, General Jesup, and General Scott, 
respecting the best plan of operations against the hostile Creeks; and what were the outlines of that plan ? 

Answer, Previous to arriving at Augusta, General Scott had explained to me that lis plan of opera- 
tions would be, first, by troops placed on the left bank of the Chattahoochee, and steamboats to cruise 
upon that river, to prevent the escape of the enemy into Florida; then, with such forees as could be 
spared, to commence operations below the enemy, in Barbour county, Alabama, and drive the enemy 
before him upwards, or capture him. After being joined by General Jesup and Governor Schley, he 
explained to them, in my presence, his plan of operations. General Jesup remarked that the same plan 
had occurred to him, and had been discussed by him with the President and the Secretary of War. 
Governor Schley aiso remarked that the same general plan had occurred to him as the most proper. 

4. Question by General Scott. Is the witness aware that General Jesup, in any subsequent conversa- 
tion with General Scott, that is, before the former set out for Tuskegee, ever expressed a doubt as to that 
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plan of operations, or suggest any modification of it? 

Answer, Tam not. 

5. Question by General Scott. Did General Scott, up to the time the witness left him, steadily adhere 
to the same plan of operations in all his conversations, instructions, orders, and arrangements ? 

Answer. He did. 

6. (Question by General Scott. Will the witness state, after looking at the letter-book of headquarters, 
whether the originals of the two letters to his excellency the governor of Alabama, therein copicd, were 
duly despatched, and by what several conveyances ? 

Answer, The originals were placed in the hands of Captain Page, to be transmitted, by an Indian 
runner, from Fort Mitchell, across the nation to Tuskegee; a duplicate set was handed to the express 
rider, who brought a letter from Governor Clay, by the upper route, through Chambers county, addressed 
to the commanding officer of the Georgia militia, at Columbus, to be conveyed by that route to Governor 
Clay. Both of these letters are dated the 31st of May, the day after the arrival of Ceneral Scott at 
Columbus, 

7. Question by General Scott. Wad, at the time the witness left General Scott, as far as he knows or 
believes, any answer to, or acknowledgment of, those letters been received by General Scott ? 

Answer. Many of the letters received by General Seott were opened by me, and all official ones, I 
believe, were placed in my hands. I have no knowledge or belief that he received one from Governor 
Clay up to the time I left him. 
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8. Question by General Scott. Does the witness recollect any letter from Governor Schley to Governor 
Clay of the same date with those from General Scott to the latter, and does the witness know by what 
conveyance or conveyances Governor Schley’s letter was sent to Governor Clay ? 

Answer. I believe that Governor Schley wrote to Governor Clay by the same conveyance, and perhaps 
by both conveyances by which General Scott’s letters were sent. 

9. Question by General Scott. What does the witness recollect as to General Scott’s calling for a return 
from the arsenal near Augusta, while passing through that city, and of his marking upon that return the 
number of arms and ordnance stores which he wished to be sent to Columbus ? 

Answer. At Augusta, on the 26th of May, General Scott sent to Major Baden, the commanding officer 
at the arsenal, who was too unwell to leave his quarters, for a list of all the arms and ordnance stores at 
the arsenal. He marked upon the list such articles as he deemed would be useful for the campaign, and 
directed Lieutenant Dimmock, the quartermaster, to have them forwarded without delay to Columbus. 

10. Question by General Scott. Wad General Scott any staff with him at Augusta, other than the 
witness and Captain Dimmock, and were not the witness and General Scott greatly occupied at the time ? 

Answer. Lieutenant Dimmock accompanied General Scott from Savannah to Augusta, and was left 
at the latter place on duty, as assistant quartermaster. I was the only other staff officer with the general 
at the time, and we were both constantly occupied by official duties. 

11. Question by General Scott. Does the witness recollect whether any copy of the return received from 
the Augusta arsenal was retained by the witness or General Scott, and what became of the return which 
was marked by General Scott, as the witness has already stated ? 

Answer. [ believe no copy was retained, but the original was placed in the hands of Lieutenant 
Dimmock, with orders to have the articles which the general marked forwarded. 

12. Question by Generai Scott. Up to the time that the witness left General Scott at Columbus, and 
when the latter was not quite ill in bed, is the witness aware that the said Scott failed, in point of zeal 
or judgment, in preparing for prompt and active operations against the hostile Creek Indians ? 

Answer. Tam not. The general manifested great and incessant solicitude for the arrival of the 
necessary arms and other supplies, to enable the troops to take the field. 

13. Question by General Scott. What does the witness recollect of arms and accoutrements having 
been ordered by General Scott from St. Augustine and Picolata to the Chattahoochee river, before the said 
Scott lett Florida ? 

Answer. Very soon after leaving St. Augustine the general informed me that he had, previously to 
leaving that place, ordered all the surplus arms and accuutrements at St. Augustine and Picolata to be 
forwarded to the Chattahoochee. 

14. Question by General Scott. Is the witness aware of any failure on the part of General Scott to 
hasten by all the means in his power the arms and accoutrements necessary for the Georgia quota of 
troops ? 

Answer. 1am not. He manifested constant anxiety for their arrival, and used every means in his 
power to hasten it. 

15. Question by General Scott. The witness saw, or mustered into service, the greater part of the Georgia 
line of troops; what portion of those troops brought with them arms and accoutrements, and what was 
the condition of those arms and accoutrements ? 

Answer. 1 mustered into the service of the United States forty-five companies of the Georgia troops, 
at Columbus, early in June. They were generally entirely destitute of arms and accoutrements. The 
few arms they had were generally unfit for service in the field. 

1. Question by the court. How many days were the Georgia militia waiting for their arms, or detained 
for the want of them? 

Answer. The Georgia troops had nearly all arrived at Columbus by the 12th of June. Some arms 
had arrived previously, and had been placed in the hands of the militia, who were ordered immediately 
to take post below Columbus, on the Chattahoochee. 

2. Question by the court. Do you not think that those who brought with them their fowling-pieces 
and ordinary rifles might have been sent forward and been fit, with these arms, to meet the Indians suc- 
cessfully ? 

Answer. The troops who brought arms with them were immediately ordered to take post on the 
Chattahoochee, below Columbus, and occupied several positions on the left bank of that river; ammuni- 
tion for them was purchased in Columbus. In my opinion, if these men, thus imperfectly armed, had been 
sent across the river into the enemy’s country, they might have been flogged and driven out of it. Their 
arms were of different calibre, and not in order. They had no accoutrements, no fixed ammunition, no 
camp equipage, and no adequate supply of provisions. 

3. Question by the court. Were the Creek Indians better armed than they ? 

Answer, I had no means of knowing. 

16. Question by General Scott. Was the portion of the Georgia militia, already armed at the time the 
witness left Columbus, (June 17,) sufficient in number to guard the left bank of the Chattahoochee, and 
at the same time to operate against the enemy in his own country successfully ? 

Answer. It was not. The Georgia troops posted on the left bank of the Chattahoochee, below 
Columbus, were fully occupied in repelling the effurts of the enemy to escape across the river in the 
direction of Florida. 

The court adjourned to meet to-morrow morning at 10 o’clock. 


December 20, 1836. 
The court met pursuant to adjournment. All present. 


The examination of Major Kirby continued. 


17. Question by General Scott. When the witness arrived with General Scott at Columbus, Georgia, 
what was the state of the stores and supplies generally found there for the army? 

Answer. There was a destitution of all supplies. Subsistence for the troops was purchased by me 
from day to day, through the agency of Major Huson, in the streets of Columbus, and in the neighboring 
country. Camp-kettles, mess-pans, tents, and haversacks were also made, under the orders of the general, 
for the troops arriving. Drag-ropes for the wagons, and ferry-ropes were made, and scows were con. 
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structed; and all the powder and lead to be found in the place was also purchased. The powder and 
lead were made into cartridges and distributed to the militia. 

18. Question by General Scott. What does the witness recolleet of a conversation between Generals 
Jesup and Scott, respecting a letter from the said Seott, dated at Augusta, May 26, 1836, and addressed 
jointly to the quartermaster and commissary at New Orleans, and which letter is copied into General 
Scott’s letter-book, in the handwriting of the witness ? 

Answer, Upon General Jesup’s informing General Scott of the arrangements made by him previously 
to leaving Washington, it appeared that he also had instructed Major Clark to forward supplies of pro- 
visions from New Orleans to the Creek nation, On a comparison of dates, it was deemed extremely 
probable that the communications from Generals Scott and Jesup to Major Clark must both have reached 
him at New Orleans by the same mail. 

19. Question by General Scott, Was the conclusion just stated by the witness arrived at both by the 
said Jesup and the said Scott ? 

Answer. The calculation was made by General Scott, and [understood it to be assented to by General 
Jesup. 

The court was occupied the remainder of this day, and tlie whole of the next, in prosecuting the 
inquiries into the Seminole campaign. 
DeceMBER 22, 1836. 


The court met pursuant to adjournment. All present. 
The judge advocate presented to the court the tollowing depositions: 


Deposition of A. H. Kenan, a citizen of Georgia, taken by the judge advocate on the 27th of November, 1836. 


1. Question by General Scott. You served with General Scott against the Creeks; in what capacity, 
and for what time? 

Answer, I served with General Scott in the late Creek campaign as volunteer aide-de-camp, under a 
commission of culoneley from the executive of Georgia. In tiis capacity I was with General Scott from 
about the 4th of June, 1836, until his recall, which was about the 6th of July, 1856. 

2. Question by General Scott. Karly in June, at Columbus, did you frequently hear General Scott 
develop, for discussion, his plan of campaign against the hostile Crecks; and what was that plan? 

Answer. I joined General Scott two or three days after his arrival at Columbus. The general and 
Governor Schley, and others of the army and town were in frequent conversations upon the subject of 
the campaign and the defence of the Georgia and Alabama lines. I cannot more intelligibly or more 
definitely and concisely give the plan of campaign than by a reference to General Scott’s letter of 
instruction to Major General Jesup, upon his departure from Columbus to assume the command at Tuske- 
gee of the Alabama troops. This letter to Gencral Jesup, bearing date the Ist of June, 1836, contains 
the prominent features of General Scott’s contemplated movements. In the frequent conversations 
between General Scott and Governor Schley and others, in my presence, it was deemed all-important, 
preparatory to any offensive movement upon the enemy, to cut off his retreat to Florida, To secure this 
object, it was the plan of General Scott to station troops upon the eastern bank of the Chattahoochee 
river, from a point 18 or 20 miles below Columbus, to Roanoke—a course which would not only intercept 
the enemy’s retreat to Florida, but which would protect the frontier of Georgia, and keep open the navi- 
gation of the Chattahoochee. In addition, it was urged by General Scott that this course or plan of 
operations would not only give defence and protection to the frontier of Georgia, and prevent the escape 
of the enemy, but, by commencing his operations in the vicinity of Irwinton, Alabama, and moving 
upwards, the disembodied parts of the hostile Creeks would be driven to the interior of the nation, and 
most probably embody for battle or surrender. It was also urged by General Scott that this plan of 
operation would not only intercept the flight of the enemy, and give immediate defence to the frontier 
counties of Georgia, but that in its beneficial results the health of the army would be consulted in passing 
in the early part of the season from the swamps to higher and healthier parts of the nation. 

3. Question by General Scott. To whom did General Scott develop his plan of campaign for discussion; 
and was General Jesup one of those present 7 

Answer. General Scott developed his views fully and freely to Governor Schley, and to the officers of 
the army, and many of the officers of the volunteers, all of whom gave their concurrence. I arrived at 
Columbus the day previous to General Jesup’s departure for Tuskegee, and consequently know but little 
of the concurrent views of General Jesup. The only interview between the two generals in my presence 
was upon the morning of General Jesup’s departure for Tuskegee, at which time General Scott gave the 
general the letter of instructions previously referred to. 

4. Question by General Scott. Did General Jesup, in terms or in manner, dissent from that plan and 
its supposed advantages; or did he, in terms or in manner, assent to the one or the other ? 

Answer. General Jesup made no objection to the plan or its supposed advantages. From the con- 
versation which passed I received the impression that the plan was a mutual one. 

5. Question by General Scott. Did General Scott steadily adhere to that plan of operations in all his 
conversations, acts, and arrangements, without deviation, up to the time of General Jesup’s march upon 
and personal arrival at Fort Mitchell ? 

Answer, He did. 

6. (Question by General Scott. Were you not almost constantly with General Scott by day and by night, 
and fully in his confidence ? 

Answer. I was constantly with General Scott, and had the pleasure of believing I possessed his con- 
fidence. 

7. Question by General Scott. Was the conduct of General Scott, in preparing for the campaign and 
its prosecution, marked by zeal, activity, and judgment, or the reverse ? 

Answer, Could the conduct of this distinguished officer in the late campaign, for zeal, activity, and 
judgment, require the favorable opinion of a junior in military science, | would beg leave to superadd to 
its testimony the results of the violation of his plan of campaign, and the approbation of the executive 
and the officers of the volunteers of Georgia. 
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Deposition of Major General J. W. A. ~~ formerly of the Georgia line, taken by the judge advocate the 
17th of December, 1836. 


1. Question by General Scott. In what capacity or station did the witness serve in the recent war 
against the hostile Creek Indians, and what was about the number of the Georgia line, under the orders 
of the witness (say) on the 20th of June last ? 

Answer, On the 27th of May last I was appointed by his excellency Governor Schley, of Georgia, to 
the command of the Georgia militia, orde red to rendezvous at or below Columbus, and, in a few weeks 
thereafter, to the entire command of all the militia called out to defend its western frontier. From the 
time I was thus invested with the command up to the period (the 20th of June) when I was ordered by 
Major General Scott to descend the east bank of the Chattahoochee, there had probably arrived thirty-five 
hundred men. This number had, however, been so far reduced by ‘the policy which had been adopte ‘din 
guarding the passes of the river, that when I received this order there was not exceeding twenty-one or 
two hundred men in my camp. 

2. Wuestion by General Scott. Up to about the time that the witness marched with a part of his divi- 
sion towards the place called Roanoke, with a view of crossing the Chattahoochee into the enemy’s 
country, What portion of the division in the vicinity of Columbus, and above, had received arms and 
accoutrements, and what portion was without arms and accoutrements ? 

Answer. Of the troops remaining under my immediate command Jess than one-third were armed, and 
these variously and indifferently with shot-guns, rifles, and muskets. Our miserable deficiency in this 
respect was most strikingly displayed to my view when, upon the occasion of an alarm, and it was expected 
the enemy would be upon us in full force, I had the mortification of beholding within my lines fifteen or 
sixteen hundred men with no weapons of defence beyond their side-arms, clubs, and club-axes. 

3. QVuestion by General Scott. Prior to the witness’s march from Columbus down the country (say) 
about the 21st of June, had not the greater part of his division, having arms and accoutrements, been 
previously distributed along the left bank of the Chattahoochee, in order to defend the ( recorgia settlements, 
and to prevent the enemy from escaping across that stream in ‘the direction of Florida ? 

Answer. The weak and almost defenceless condition of my camp, alluded to in my last answer, in a 
great measure resulted from our efforts to guard the east bank of the Chattahoochee; to restrain the 
enemy from crossing that stream; to prevent him from depredating upon Georgia, and escaping to Florida, 
The men were no sooner armed than they were despatched in that direction for this purpose. 

4. Question by General Scott. Was the number of armed men of the Georgia line retained in the 
vicinity of Columbus (say) up to the 21st of June, more than was deemed necessary at the time to guard 
that place and the unarmed men in the witness’s camp or camps ? 

Answer. The number of troops (Hoxey’s battalion) stationed at Columbus for the protection of that 
place, considering its commercial importance, and the number of lives and amount of property at 
stake, was not more than sufficient for that object. Many, indeed, doubted its adequacy in this respect, 
in the event that the enemy had attacked that place. 

5. Question by General Scott, Was any time lost after the arrival of arms, about June 21], in putting 
the whole disposable force of Georgia in movement for active operations ? 

Answer, Not one solitary moment was lost or delayed, after arms were put into the hands of the men, 
in marching directly to the point whence it was intended that active operations should commence against 
the enemy. Such, indeed, was the anxiety of General Scott to put the troops in motion, and so promptly 
was he seconded by their enthusiasm, that a portion of them who had received muskets alone marched to 
Roanoke without any accoutrements whatever. 

6. Question by General Scott. Does the witness know, did he hear, or had he reason to believe at the 
time, that a single white inhabitant or white person was murdered in the Creek country by the Indian 
enemy, between the arrival of General Scott at Columbus and the commencement of active operations 
under his orders on the west side of the Chattahoochee ? 

Answer, The witness does not know, nor does he remember to have heard of any white person being 
killed on the west bank of the Chattahoochee by the Indians after the arrival of General Scott at Columbus; 
on the contrary, he believes that such was the consternation and alarm created by the first outbreaking of 
hostilities, that all who had any reason to believe themselves endangered by the proximity of the Indians 
immediately fled from their homes to places deemed secure against their approach; this was particularly 
the case with those who had established settlements south of the Federal road. The nation below this 
point was decidedly hostile, and this fact was universally known. I cannot, therefore, conceive any one 
so reckless of life as to be guilty of the suicidal folly of remaining when its destruction was inevitable. 

7. Question by General Scott, Had the whole of the white inhabitants of the then Creek country, not 
prev iously murdered by the hostile Indians, evacuated that country before the arrival of General Scott at 
Columbus about the end of M: iy? 

Answer. I consider this question already answered in my reply to the last interrogatory. 

8. Question by General Scott, What, in ‘the opinion of the witness, were the relative advantages or 
disadvantages between a plan of operations beginning on a line at or a little above Irwinton, and below 
the hostile Creeks, and acting up the country; and beginning (say) on aline from Tuskegee tu Fort 
Mitchell, above the greater number of the enemy, and thence operating down the country ? 

Answer. The principal advantage which the former would have over the latter of the two plans 
proposed in this question would be, (the passes of the river being properly defended, ) that if a competent 
force were introduced below the enemy his retreat into cither Georgia or Florida would be effectually cut 
off. By constantly advancing upon him upwards, he would be daily restricted to less and less space; and 
as he receded from our appreach he would of necessity, from the nature of the country, be compelled to 
occupy ground in every respect favorable to our troops, until, hemmed in and pressed at every point, he 
would be forced cither to an unconditional surrender or to fight with but little prospect of success; and 
if defeated, with no hope of escape. The navigation of the river promised also to bea powerful auxiliary 
in this sy stem of operation, by furnishing supplies in a short time at any given point between Fort Gaines 
and Columbus, whence, if it became necessary, they could be readily transported into the interior uf the 
nation. By the contrary movement, that is, commencing at Tuskegee and progressing towards Fort 
Mitchell, this advantage would have been lost, and whether you would get in gunshot of the hostile party 
would depend entirely upon their,inclination. If the experiment of waiting your approach was considered 
too hazardous, free from all apprehension, as he would move downward, he would consult his safety in 
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his flight, and every step that he would thus take would be attended with accumulating difficulties in the 
pursuit; for experience has demonstrated that, after reaching the dense swamps of Georgia and Florida, 
he would have been searecly less secure than if defended by regular intrenchments and fortifications, 
Independently of the embarrassments likely to be thus produced, the movement of the troops downwards 
in the summer months, so far as it might affect their health and efficiency, was liable to objections not 
applicable to that made in a different direction. 

9. Question by General Scott. If the whole disposable force of Georgians, Alabamians, and regulars, 
with the friendly Indians acting as auxiliaries, had been placed in line below the enemy, and had 
operated up the country, whilst the frontier settlements of Georgia and Alabama were guarded by 
competent detachments, is it not probable that fewer of the enemy would have escaped across the 
Chattahoochee in the direction of Florida than actually did so escape, and also that the war would have 
been earlier finished than it actually was ? 

Answer. Had the first plan of operations alluded to in my last reply been fully adopted, the troops 
now mentioned would have been able to have carried it out. The enemy being encompassed in every 
direction by superior numbers, defeated in his hopes of escape, and defeated in the field, must have 
immediately sued for peace, and the war would have very probably terminated without those straggling 
parties which invaded Georgia the latter part of July last. 

10. Question by General Scott. Is it not probable or certain that the movement of General Jesup, and 
the forces under his immediate orders from Tuskegee upon Fort Mitchell, and from that line below, before 
all the other forces (upon the Chattahoochee) were ready to take their positions on that river and the base- 
line below the enemy, put the enemy upon the endeavor to escape in the direction of Florida, and led to 
the many severe conflicts which took place on the soil of Georgia ? 

Answer. The Indians were doubtless apprised of the great force assembled upon the borders of the 
nation, and must have watched its movements with great anxiety. Any demonstration in the direction of 
their camp must have brought them at once to a determination in their course of conduct. The very near 
approach of General Jesup, therefore, whilst it may have perhaps intimidated a portion of them into a 
surrender, certainly admonished those who were disinclined to that measure of the necessity of a retreat; 
and they did retreat a few days thereafter through the lower part of Georgia, murdering men, women, 
and children before they were themselves overtaken and beaten. 

11. Question by General Scott. Which of the two plans of operation—that of operating with the whole 
disposable force, under the general command of the said Scott, upwards, from a line below the enemy, and 
beginning (say) about the 25th of June; and the plan pursued by the said Jesup, viz: beginning an 
isolated movement (say) about the 12th of the same month, from Tuskegee towards Fort Mitchell, and 
thence operating down the country—would, in the opinion of the witness, have the sooner terminated the 
war by the capture of the great body of the enemy? 

Answer. 1 consider this question answered in my reply to the 8th interrogatory. 

12, Question by General Scott. Will the witness be pleased to state his recollection of the length and 
degree of the said Scott’s illness, at Columbus, in the month of June, 1836? 

Answer. Ido not recollect the precise duration of General Scott’s illness whilst at Columbus. He 
was attacked a few days after he arrived there, and was confined to his bed for several days. During 
this time I more than once had occasion to visit him, and generally found him prostrate—his feelings 
greatly distressed at his situation, and at the continued delay of the arms which had been ordered to that 
place. Upon the latter subject he spoke with great emphasis, and his mind was so much worried at the 
disappointment, that I did not doubt that his own anxiety in this respect had a tendency to protract his 
illness. 

13. Question by General Scott. Is the witness aware that the said Scott, in any particular, when not 
ill in bed, failed, in point of zeal or judgment, in the direction of the war against the hostile Creek 
Indians ? 

Answer. The plan of operations devised by General Scott was, in my opinion, founded in great wisdom; 
and I know of no instance in which he wanted zeal, energy, or judgment, in any measure essential to its 
entire success. 

14. Question by General Scott. With a reasonable doubt whether the volunteers and drafts of Alabama 
would come under the rules and articles of war, and into the service of the United States, was it not 
more important not to commence active operations until all the volunteers and drafts of Georgia, on 
the Chattahoochee frontier, should receive arms and accoutrements, and the greater part of the regulars 
expected should arrive ? 

Answer. The great extent of frontier to be protected, the uncertain number of the enemy to be encoun- 
tered, the scale of operation laid down, rendered it proper that we should not commence active operations 
until our troops were armed and in sufficient force to occupy every point where their presence might be 
found to be necessary. 

15. Question by General Scott. Is the witness aware of any failure on the part of the said Scott to 
hasten, by all the means in his power, the arrival of the arms and accoutrements necessary for the Georgia 
quota of troops ? 

Answer. In the frequent conversations which ensued between General Scott and myself upon the sub- 
ject of arms, his feelings seemed to be absolutely tortured by their non-arrival. He spoke of the frequent 
and urgent solicitations he had made to those in whose care they were intrusted to have them forwarded 
with all possible expedition; and I recollect when it was reported that the wagons containing them were not 
as near us as they should have been, from the length of time they had been upon the road, he despatched a 
special messenger with orders to have them move by night and day until they should arrive at Columbus, 





Deposition of Major Marcus D. Huson, of Georgia, taken by the judge advovate December 17, 1836. 


1. Question by General Scott. In what capacity was the witness with the army on the Chattahoochee 
in May and June last, and where principally stationed ? 

Answer. Under the appointment of the governor of Georgia, I acted as quartermaster and commis- 
sary to the volunteers and drafted militia assembled on the Chattahoochee, principally at Columbus, in 
May and June last, till the arrival, in the early part of June, of the disbursing officers of the United States 
army; and subsequently, I assisted them in the performance of their duties. 

2. Question by General Scolt. Had the witness occasion in that period to purchase, for the troops, 
rations for men and forage for horses ? 
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Answer. I had. 

3. Question by General Scott. What resources remained within days’ reach of Columbus for men 
and horses, which it was possible to purchase even at high prices, as late as the 17th of June last? 

Answer. I could have purchased a limited supply of flour and bacon in Columbus, such as had been 
previously bought up by speculators for the express purpose of selling to the commissary department; but 
both were so damaged as to be unfit for use. The resources of Columbus and its vicinity, in provisions and 
forage of good quality, up to the 9th of June, were so far exhausted that it took the wagons from six to 
ten days to make the trips to and from the places where the articles were to be found in the neighboring 
country. 





Captain C. A. Warrr, of the 2d regiment of infantry, a witness on the part of Major General Scott, 
being duly sworn, was interrogated as follows: 

1. Question by General Scott. Where, and in what capacity, were you on duty in June last? 

Answer. I arrived at Columbus on the 9th of June, and from that time until the 10th of July I was 
on duty at that place as the senior officer of the quartermaster’s department. 

2. Question by General Scott. What does the witness recollect of his being sent for by General Scott, 
on the receipt of the news that General Jesup was approaching Fort Mitchell (say) on the 17th of June, 
and what passed between the witness and General Scott at that interview ? 

Answer. I recollect being questioned by General Scott at that time (I think I was sent for by the 
general) in relation to the supplies of forage, &c., of the quartermaster’s department. In answer, I stated 
that the quantity of forage on hand at that time was not more than sufficient for two or three days’ con- 
sumption. From the supplies on hand I was directed to send to Fort Mitchell a supply, for the Alabama 
troops, of some 400 or 500 bushels of corn. I recollect General Scott’s stating that the movement of 
General Jesup was contrary to the original plan of the campaign, and that his arriving there without sup- 
plies would be the means of retarding the operations of the Georgia troops. General Scott expressed 
much anxiety to commence the campaign immediately, and appeared much embarrassed by the movement 
made by General Jesup. 

3. Question by General Scott. Does the witness recollect what directions were given on the same 
occasion to Lieutenant McCrabb, the assistant commissary of subsistence ? 

Answer. I recollect that Lieutenant McCrabb was directed to forward supplies of provisions to Fort 
Mitchell for the Alabama troops, and that they were forwarded. 

4. Question by General Scott. Does the witness recollect that Lieutenant McCrabb had any difficulty 
in obtaining the subsistence then forwarded, or that that officer had had any difficulty just before in 
obtaining articles for the subsistence of the troops at Fort Mitchell prior to the arrival of General Jesup ? 

Answer. I don’t know what difficulty Lieutenant McCrabb there had in procuring the supplies then 
forwarded to General Jesup; I recollect hearing Lieutenant McCrabb say that he found difficulty in pro- 
curing some parts of the ration; but whether it was prior or subsequent to the time alluded to in this 
question, I am unable to say. At the time I was at Columbus I was the only regular officer of the quar- 
termaster’s department, and my duties were so exceedingly arduous that my time was entirely engrossed 
in attending to the duties of my particular department, so much so that I knew very little of what was 
doing in the other departments. 

5. Question by General Scott. At the period referred to had any subsistence arrived by the way of 
the Chattahoochee or Ockmulgee rivers, or by land from Augusta ? 

Answer, No supplies had arrived at that time by the way of the Ockmulgee, nor am I aware that 
any had arrived by the way of the Chattahoochee; supplies had arrived from Augusta, but I am not able 
to state the quantity. 

Owing to the absence of witnesses this case was laid over to a future day, and the court adjourned. 


Monpay, January 16, 1837. 
The court met pursuant to adjournment. All present. 
The judge advocate here presented to the court the following depositions: 


Deposition of the honorable William C. Dawson, of the House of Representatives, 


1. Question by General Scott. In what capacity did you serve in the late campaign against the hostile 
Creek Indians; and on what particular duty from early in June, 1836, to about the 20th of that month ? 

Answer. 1 commanded a volunteer company; the particular duty which I was ordered to perform (and 
the orders were given me in a few hours after | reported to headquarters} was, to take the command of a 
detachment composed of the “Fanche volunteers” (my company) and a part of the Columbus artillery 
company, go immediately aboard the steamer Metamora, and cruise up and down the Chattahoochee, and 
prevent the hostile Creeks from crossing, either to plunder or escape, or for any other purpose, and to 
destroy all their canoes, batteaux, flats, rafts, &c.; I was also directed to call at the stations on the river 
and render them any aid or assistance they might require, and communicate to them any discovery I 
might make in passing up and down the river; in this particular service I remained until about the 20th 
of June; other detachments were on the same service. 

2. Question by General Scott. As far as may be known or believed by the witness, what portion of 
the Georgia line with arms was ptaced in defensive positions on the left bank of the Chattahoochee, 
including the companies engaged in cruising on that river on board of steamers; what portion retained 
in the vicinity of Columbus for the defence of that city, and the unarmed troops of the same line; and 
was the portion of armed so retained greater than was generally deemed necessary for the two latter 
objects ? 

Answer. I cannot positively say what portion of the Georgia line with arms was placed in defensive 
positions on the left bank of the Chattahoochee river, including the companies enguged in cruising on 
that river on board of steamers; a/l were placed in defensive positions on the left bank of the river which 
were not retained in the vicinity of Columbus for the protection of that place and the troops who had no 
arms. The portion retained was not greater than was generally deemed necessary for that purpose. 

3. Question by General Scott. Was any time lost in pushing detachments (regulars and volunteers) 
from the neighborhood of Columbus down the left bank of the Chattahoochee, to take up defensive posi- 
tions, in proportion to the arrival of armed companies and of arms to be distributed; and was any time 
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lost, after the arrival of arms for the remainder of the Georgia line, in putting in march for active opera- 
tions on the side of the Chattahoochee the whole disposable force, regulars and volunteers ? 

Answer, When I reached Columbus with my company, I found energy and despatch in the organiza- 
tion of the army, and in ordering to defensive positions all that prudence would permit to be sent, 
reserving a sufficiency of arms to protect the unarmed army and defend the city of Columbus. My com- 
pany being chietly armed, having carried the arms with it, ] was ordered immediately into active service; 
some of my men being unarmed, I had to select muskets from a few old ones found in Columbus; so soon 
as the arms arrived, regulars and volunteers were put in motion. 

4. Question by General Scott. Did the witness once, or oftener, hear General Scott develop, for inquiry 
and information, his plans for defensive and offensive operations on the eastern, western, and southern 
sides of the enemy, including all the forces, Georgians, Alabamians, and regulars; and will the witness 
please state his opinion of those plans ? 

Answer, I heard General Scott, ] think more than once, develop his plans for the campaign, and the 
way he intended to conduct it, for inquiry and information. His plans for offensive and defensive opera- 
tions then were considered best calculated to effect the objects intended, At the time his plans were 
presented to me I thought them correct, and still think so, for I know of nothing to change that opinion. 

d. Question by General Scott. Supposing the eastern and southern sides of the enemy to have been 
sufficiently guarded to prevent his escape in either of those directions, and the western side sufficiently 
guarded for the protection of our settlements—which was the better plan of offensive operations: to begin 
(say) about the 25th of June, at the south, just below the enemy, and with our whole disposable force} 
Georgians, Alabamians, regulars, and friendly Indians, operate upwards; or to begin (say) about the 12th 
of June, on the line from ‘Tuskegee to Fort Mitchell, nearly above the whole of the enemy, and with the 
Alabamians and friendly Indians operate downwards ? 

Answer, In my opinion, “ upwards.” 

6. Question by General Scott. To what does the witness principally attribute the many partial and 
successful attempts of the enemy to force their way across the Chattahoochee in the direction of Florida, 
between the 12th and 25th of June? 

Answer, To the movements of that portion of the troops which had been stationed at Tuskegee, I then 
partly attributed the many attempts (which seem to have been frequently successful) of the indians to 
furce their way across the Chattahoochee. The march of that portion of the army I then thought put in 
motion the Indians, and hastened their efforts to escape towards Florida. This is my opinion. 

7. Question by General Scott. Which of the two plans stated in the fifth interrogatory would probably 
have best prevented parties of the enemy from escaping across the Chattahvochee, and have the sooner 
terminated the war, or the capture of the greater number of the enemy ? 

Answer, “ Upwards.” 

8. Question by General Scott. Is the witness aware, from personal observation or otherwise, that 
General =cott failed in any instance in point of judgment, zeal, or activity, as the director of the late war 
against the hostile Creek Indians ? 

Answer. General Scott’s conduct during the late campaign against the hostile Creeks was marked by 
zeal and activity, and the result of that campaign has evinced his judgment and foresight. 

Sworn to, January 6, 1837, before 
S. BURCH, Justice of the Peace, Washington, D. C. 

Deposition of his Excellency William Schley, governor of the State of Georgia. 

1. Question by General Scott. About what time, at what place, and accompanied by what general 
officer of the army, did General Scott, on his way to the then Creek country, wait on your excellency ¢ 

Answer. On the evening of the 28th of May, 1886, Major General Scott and Major General Jesup, of 
the United States army, called on me at the executive office, in Milledgeville, Georgia, 

2. Question by General Scolt. At that interview, dues the witness recollect any conversation respecting 
the plan of campaign, or of operations, (first suggested in a letter to the witness, dated May 26,) which 
General Scott thought it probable he would find it the best to adopt against the Creek enemy; and what 
were the principal features to that plan ? 

Answer, During that interview I stated to Generals Seott and Jesup my views and opinions in 
regard to the proper course to be pursued against the Creek Indians, which was this: that the troops 
should be placed in the line of the Chattahoochee on the Georgia side, in numbers sufficient to prevent the 
escape of the enemy to Florida, and that no demonstration should be made on him in Alabama, until his 
retreat to Florida should be by these means effectually cut off. When I had thus stated my opinion, 
General Scott expressed to General Jesup his surprise and satisfaction that he, General Scott, at Savan- 
nah, General Jesup at Augusta or at Washington, I do not recollect which, and the governor of Georgia 
at Milledgeville, should ali, without concert or consultation, have determined on the same plan of opera- 
tions. If General Jesup made any reply, I do not now recollect it. In a letter addressed me by General 
Scott, dated at Savannah, on the 26th of May, the following language is contained: “I presume it will 
be best to assemble the great body of our forces as low down as Irwinton, and operate thence up the 
country.” This course of operation, when the river should have been sufficiently guarded, | approved as 
the proper plan, and the events of the war have satisfied me that, if our views had been carried out, much 
human life would have been saved. 

3. Question by General Scott. Upon the development of the said Scott’s suggested plan of operations, 
did one or more individuals present remark that it was a singular coincidence that such had been his or 
their own preconceived plan or notion on the subject; and who was that individual, or who were those 
persons ? 

Answer. The substance of this question is answered in my answer to the second interrogatory. I 
understood, during the conversation, that there was no disagreement between the two generals and myself. 
If General Jesup did not in so many words agree with us, he certainly did not express any dissent, and 
thereby left me under the impression that he approved the plan. 

4. Question by General Scott. With what army officers did your excellency proceed from Milledgeville 
to Columbus, in May last, and did any similar conversation and concurrence of views on the same subject 
take place between the same parties on the route to Columbus, or after their arrival at that place ? 

Answer. Ou the morning of the 29th of May, 1836, I left Milledgeville in the public stage for Colum- 
bus, in company with Major General Scott, Major General Jesup, Major E. Kirby, and, I think, Captain 
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Parrott. During the journey we spoke freely of coming events, and the proper course to be pursued in 
regard to the campaign, and, as far as I could understand the views of the officers, we all concurred in 
opinion. 

5. Question by General Scott. Was not the same plan of campaign frequently developed in conversa- 
tion by the said Scott at Columbus, in the presence of Major General Jesup, and many others, and did the 
said Jesup, before his departure west from Columbus, at any time, although the subject was always pro- 
posed for discussion, intimate any modification of or objection to that plan? 

Answer, The plan was spoken of in Columbus, and if General Jesup disputed, or made any different 
proposition, I did not know or hear it. 

6. Question by General Scott. Did the said Scott, in all his orders, instructions, conversations, and 
arrangements, as far as they were known to the witness, steadily adhere to the same plan of operations 
up to the time when it became known to the witness and said Scott that the said Jesup had with his 
forces, or a great part of them, approached Fort Mitchell from Tuskegee ? 

Answer. Major General Scott made no alteration in the original plan of operations, but steadily 
adhered to it, as far as I know or believe, until after General Jesup’s movements in Alabama. 

7. Question by General Scott, What, in the opinion of your excellency, were the relative advantages or 
disadvantages between a plan of operations beginning on a line at or a little above Irwinton and below 
the hostile Creeks, and acting up the country; and beginning, say, on a line from Tuskegee to Fort 
Mitchell, above the greater number of the enemy, and operating down the country? 

8. Question by the same. If the whole disposable force of Georgians, Alabamians, and regulars, with 
the friendly Indians acting as auxiliaries, had been placed in line below the enemy, and had operated up 
the country, whilst the frontier settlements of Georgia and Alabama were guarded by competent detach- 
ments, is it not probable that fewer of the enemy would have escaped across the Chattahoochee in the 
direction of Florida than actually did so escape, and also that the war would have been earlier finished 
than it actually was ? 

9. Question by the same. Is it not probable or certain that the movement of General Jesup, and the 
forces under his immediate orders, from Tuskegee upon Fort Mitchell, and from that line below, before all 
the other forces upon the Chattahoochee were ready to take their positions on that river and the base-line 
below the enemy, put the enemy upon the endeavor to escape in the direction of Florida, and led to the 
many severe conflicts which took place on the soil of Georgia ? 

10. Question by the same. Which of the two plans of operation—that of operating with the whole 
disposable force under the general command of the said Scott upwards fiom a line below the enemy, and 
beginning, say, about June 25; and the pian pursued by the said Jesup, viz: beginning an isolated move- 
ment, say, about the 12th of the same month, from Tuskegee towards Fort Mitchell, and thence operating 
down the country—would, in the opinion of the witness, have the sooner terminated the war by the capture 
of the great body of the enemy ? 

Answer to the ith, 8th, 9th, and 10th questions. These questions all relate to the same matter, and ask 
my opinion of the probable effect of a different course from that pursued by General Jesup. It is an 
unpleasant task to give an opinion on a subject of which I cannot be supposed to know much scientifically. 
ut as I felt a deep interest in the events of the war, and had much to do with the plans aud arrange- 
ments of the campaign, I feel that I cannot be justly charged with presumption in saying that I believe 
the plan of cutting off the retreat of the enemy to Florida, and attacking him from below and driving him 
up the country, would have been decidedly preferable to a movement such as General Jesup made from 
Tuskegee through the nation in the direction of Fort Mitchell; because, by having the river properly 
guarded, and attacking the enemy below, he would have been compelled to a conflict or capitulation; 
whereas the other course left him free to fight or retreat through a sparsely populated country to Florida, 
as a considerable portion did when it was known that the army under Genera! Jesup was in motion. But 
if there had been concert of action between the two divisions of the army, so that both would have moved 
at the same time, the one down the Chattahoochee on the Georgia side, and the other from Tuskegee down 
on the western side of the Creek nation, and a junction had been formed below the hostiles, (in the mean- 
time having left a sufficient force on the line of the Chattahoochee to guard the passes to Florida,) I 
believe that the war would have been sooner effectually closed, and with less bloodshed; for in the retreat 
of the Creeks through the lower counties of Georgia many families and persons were murdered. 

11. Question by General Scott. Wow were the rooms occupied respectively by the witness and the said 
Scott situated in respect to each other, when the latter happened to be in Columbus in May, June, and 
July, 1836? 

Answer. Major General Scott and I occupied the second story of a house in Columbus during the time 
he remained there. There were two rooms, with a door between them. I occupied the eastern or front 
room, and he the western or back room, The weather was extremely warm. The middle door was gene- 
rally open, and we had mutual access to cach other's room without ceremony. 

12. Question by General Scott. Wad your excellency any reason to believe that, when within your 
reach, the said Scott withheld from your knowledge any important paper or information received by him, 
or that he withheld from you any important letter or order written by him or in his name ? 

Answer I had no reason to believe that General Scott withheld from me any facts, letters, orders, 
or information of any kind connected with or having relation to the Creek war. On the contrary, | believe 
he concealed nothing from me on that subject. 

13. Question by General Scott. Does your excellency recollect being shown a letter from the said Jesup 
to the said Scott, dated on the waters of the Hatehychubby, June 17, in which it is said: “1 would have 
struck the enemy to-night but for your letter; if he is not struck to-morrow morning, he will escape for 
the present;” which letter was in reply to instructions from the said Scott to the said Jesup “to stop all 
offensive movements (if you are incommand) on the part of the Alabamians until the Georgians are ready 
to act, say on the 21st instant, when the greater number of them will be armed and ready for the field ? 

Answer, | remember seeing a letter written by General Jesup to General Scott, containing the sub- 
stance of the remarks quoted, but cannot remember the date or the precise words used, and that it was in 
reply to General Scott’s order to stop all offensive movements. 

14. Question by General Scott. Has the witness reason to know (and how) that that instruction from 
the said Scott to the said Jesup was disobeyed, and the effect upon the enemy, if any, of such diso- 
bedience ? 

Answer. This question I am unwilling to answer, unless it should be necessary to do so for the pur- 
poses of justice; because, whatever information I may possess on the subject, was received at a time and 
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place that, in the ordinary intercourse among gentlemen, may be considered as forbidding a disclosure, 
except it be absolutely necessary to the protection of innocence. 

15. Question by General Scott. Does the witness recollect that letters were written, both by him and 
the said Scott, about the 3lst of May, to his excellency Governor Clay, of Alabama, on the subject of 
co-operation against the hostile Creek Indians; and if the witness retained a copy of his letter to that 
governor, will he have the goodness to annex it to the answer he may give to this interrogatory ? 

16. Question by the same. Before the 8th of July, when the said Scott left Columbus for the north, had 
the witness received any reply to the said letter written by him to the governor of Alabaina ? 

Answer to 15th and 16th questions. I have a distinct recollection that General Scott and I wrote to the 
governor of Alabama on the 30th of May, on the subject of co-operating against the enemy. No answer 
was received by me, and I learned from General Scott that he had received none. After my return to 
Milledgeville, I inquired of Governor Clay, in a letter I addressed him on another subject, whether he had 
received mine of the 31st of May, to which he replied that he had, and that he should have answered it, 
“buat for the want of any safe and direct communication between Montgomery and Columbus, and for the 
further reason that the management of the war had then devolved on Generals Scott and Jesup, which 
seemed to render any further correspondence between us upon that subject unnecessary.” 

17. Question by General Scott. Did not the said Scott frequently express, in conversations with the 
witness, much regret and some surprise that neither of the two had received any reply to, or acknowledg- 
ment of, the letters written by the witness and the said Scott to the governor of Alabama about the end 
of May? 

Answer, Yes; we frequently talked of the matter, and were at a loss to account for the silence of 
Governor Clay. This, however, has been explained to me, as stated in my answers to the 15th and 16th 
interrogatories. 

18. Question by General Scott. Does the witness recollect, in any letter from the said Jesup to the said 
Scott, written from Tuskegee, an expression of a doubt to this effect: “I have not yet obtained the com- 
mand of the troops; but if [obtain it at all, 1 shall probably enter on duty to-morrow ;’ and was it not 
rendered still doubtful, from the oral re ports made to the witness and the said Scott by several officers and 
others who accompanied the said Jesup from Columbus to Tuskegee, whether the Alabama volunteeis and 
drafts would consent to be mustered into the service of the United States, and come under the orders 
of the said Jesup ? 

Answer, | do remember the remarks quoted from General Jesup’s letter, written at Tuskegee, I think, 
on the 8th of June; and General Scott and I were in doubt, from that letter and the statements of several 
gentlemen who accompanied General Jesup as an escort to Tuskegee, whether he had obtained the com- 
mand of the Alabama troops, until General Scott received his letter giving an account of his march from 
Tuskegee towards Fort Mitchell. 

19. Question by General Scott. Has the witness received a letter from General Jesup, enclosing another 
te the witness, said to have been written some time before, but not sent; and will the witness be pleased 
to annex a copy of the first letter here alluded to, in answer to this interrogatory ? 

Answer, Yes; I have received such a letter, a copy of which is annexed.—(Sce docs. Nos. 267, 268.) 

20. Question by General Scott. Will the witness be pleased to state his recollection of the leng th and 
degree of the said >cott’s illness at Columbus, in the month of June, 1836? 

Answer. General Scott was attacked with fever a few days after his arrival at Columbus, and was 
confined to his room and bed for ten or twelve days, the precise time not recollected; during a part ot 
which he was considered by his physicians very ill, so much so that I was requested ‘by one of them to 
prevent persons from going into his room, as the »y considered it necessary to his recovery that he should 
be kept quiet, and not pe mitted to be excited by conversation. 

21. Question by General Scott. Is the witness aware that the said Scott, in any particular, when not 
ill in bed, failed, in point of zeal or judgment, in the direction of the war against the hostile Creek Indians 
before mentioned ? 

Answer. I am perfectly satisfied that General Scott was not, at any time, wanting in zeal or judgment 
in conducting the Creek war, except when he was so ill in bed that he could not actat all. I believe that 
his great anxiety to labor in the cause had a tendency to protract his confinement; and when he mounted 
his horse and took the fie ld, I thought him physically unable to do so without great hazard. 

22. Question by General Scott. With a reasonable doubt whether the volunteers and drafts of 
Alabama would come under the rules and articles of war, and into the service of the United States, was 
it not more important not to commence active operations until all the volunteers and drafts of Georgia 
on the Chattahoochee frontier should receive arms and accoutrements, and the greater part of the regulars 
expected should arrive ? 

Answer. With the great uncertainty in regard to the course of the Alabama troops, and the situation 
of General Jesup, I considered it all-important that the whole of the Georgia troops should be prepared 
to take the field. And, even if we had known that General Jesup had command, and was ready to act, | 
should, with my views of the proper course to be pursued, have deemed it proper to wait fur arms to 
supply the troops on the eastern side of the Chattahoochee, that they might guard the passes to Florida, 
and co-operate with General Jesup in attacking the enemy in Alabama, after a junction was formed 
between the troops of the two States below the enemy. 

23. Question by General Scott. Is the witness aware of any failure, on the part of the said Scott, by 
all the means in his power, to hasten ihe arrival of the arms and accoutrements necessary for the Georgia 
quota of troops? 

Answer. No. On the contrary, everything was done that could be; for when the arms did not arrive 
as soon as we expected, General Scott employed and sent Mr. Crowell, an active and intelligent young 
man, in pursuit of them, with instructions to get other wagons as lighters, and to force them on with all 
possible speed, which he did. 

Sworn to the 3d of January, 1837, before 

D. B. MITCHELL, Justice of the Inferior Court, Baldwin County. 


Lieutenant Wituam H. Berrs, of the Ist regiment of artillery, a witness on the part of Major General 
Scott, being duly sworn, was interrogated as fullows: 
1. Question by General Scott. In what capacity did the witness serve in the Creek war with General 
Scott, and between what periods ? 
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Answer, At the request of Major General Scott I joined him at Columbus, Georgia, about June 2, 
1836, and acted in the capacity as aide-de-camp to that general from that time, (though not placed in 
orders to that effect until about the 20th of June,) in all his operations against the Creek Indians, until 
the 6th of July, when he was recalled. 

2. Question by General Scott. What does the witness know, or what was reported at h sadquarters, on 
the subject of accidents happemng to steamboats with arms, ammunition, accoutrements, and other army 
supplies, between Darien and Hawkinsville, which caused delays in June last? 

Answer, It was reported at the headquarters of Major General Scott at Columbus that a steamboat, 
loaded with arms, accoutrements, and other army supplies, had burst her boiler in the month of June, on 
the Ockmulgee river, between Darien and Hawkinsville, some distance below the latter place; that in 
consequence the agent of the quartermaster’s department at Hawkinsville had to hire another boat that 
had been laid up for the summer, to cause it to be refitted and despatched down the river after the above- 
named supplies. Much time was delayed in the arrival of the news of the accident at Hawkinsville, and 
for the other boat to reach the scene of disaster to the transfer of the arms. It was also reported that 
another boat, similarly laden, had met with an accident between Darien and Hawkinsviile, that delayed, 
for several days, her arrival at the latter place. 

3. Question by General Scott. What does the witness remember of his being, by General Scott’s 
instruction, about to proceed on the road to Hawkinsville, to hasten on the arms and accoutrements to 
Columbus, and what prevented the witness from proceeding on that service ? 

Answer. Unaccountable delay having been experienced in the arrival of the arms expected by the 
way of Hawkinsville, I was directed by General Scott, about the 18th of June, to proceed on the road to 
Hawkinsville, by day and night, until [ should meet the train of wagons by which they were being con- 
veyed to Columbus, and to hasten their arrival by every possible means. I had mounted my horse to 
execute this order, when Major Beard arrived in the public stage from Hawkinsville, by the way of Macon, 
He assured both General Scott and myself that he had the most perfect confidence in the zeal and activity 
of the conductor; that their arrival could not be expedited by my trip, and that they would certainly be 
there in two or three days. They did not, however, arrive until about a week from this time. 

4, Question by General Scott. What does the witness remember of any delay that subsequently 
occurred in transporting the same arms, accoutrements, &c , from Hawkinsville, in wagons, to Columbus ? 

Answer. 1 have stated in my third answer that they did not arrive until three or four days after the 
expected time; the reason assigned for which, on the arrival of the train, was a letter written by Major 
General Irwin, of the Alabama militia, to Brigadier General Wilcox, of Georgia, who had been charged 
with the protection of the district of country on the route of the enemy to Florida, This letter stated that 
about two thousand hostile Creek Indians had crossed the Chattahoochee, and were laying waste the 
lower counties of Georgia, murdering men, women, and children indiscriminately. On the appearance of 
this letter in the public journals the inhabitants of this portion of the State fled for protection to the 
interior. The conductor of the train from Hawkinsville was seized with the same panic, and changed his 
direction so as to pass entirely above the supposed enemy, thereby delaying the arrival of the arms some 
three or four days. 

5. Question by General Scott. On receiving despatches from General Jesup, about the 17th of June, 
what does the witness remember of Mr. Waite and Mr. McCrabb (the quartermaster and commissary) 
being sent for to come to headquarters, and what passed between General Scott and those officers on that 
occasion ? 

Answer. On the receipt of a letter from Major General Jesup, about the 17th of June, Major General 
Seott sent for Lieutenant Waite and Lieutenant McCrabb, assistant quartermaster and assistant commis- 
sary at Colunbus, and .questioned them with reference to the supply of forage and provisions on hand, 
and what amount they could probably furnish the troops under tie command of General Jesup; to which 
Lieutenant McCrabb replied that he had but a small supply of provisions on hand, and that he had nearly 
exhausted the market in furnishing the troops at Fort Mitchell and on the river below with provisions, 
General Scott directed him, in the strongest terms, to use every exertion to supply the troops under the 
command of General Jesup, and, if necessary for this purpose, to place the Georgia troops on half or 
quarter rations, 

6. Question by General Scott. What does the witness remember of the state of the roads and bridges 
between Augusta and Columbus, and between Hawkinsville and Columbus in June last ? 

Answer. I recollect distinctly that much rain fell in the month of June, and know from personal 
observation that the road between Columbus and Augusta was in very bad condition. 

Major General Scott having requested until Friday, the 20th instant, to prepare his final address, 
the court adjourned to that day, at 10 o’cluck, a. m. 


January 20, 1837. 


The court met pursuant to adjournment. All present. 
Tie following deposition of F. P. Blair, esq., was here presented to the court. 


1. Question by General Scott, Is the deponent one of the editors of the newspaper called ‘The Globe,” 
published at Washington city ? 

Answer Yes. 

2. Question by General Scott. In “The Globe,” dated September 26, 1836, there is a letter addressed to 
the deponent, and signed “Th. 8. Jesup,” followed by four others, signed, respectively, “ Winfield Scott,” 
“Th. S. Jesup,” “ Winfield Scott,” and “Th. S. Jesup,” with notes to the two signed ‘“ Winfield Scott.” 
Was the first of the five letters written by Major General Jesup; did the five, with the notes mentioned, 
constitute one or more Communications for publication, and by whom were they communicated ? 

Answer. All the letters alluded to were received through the mail from General Jesup. The first, 
this deponent believes, was written by him; the rest communicated at the request of this deponent. For 
this request the reasons are assigned in the editorial preface to the publication, They were doubtless 
sent with an expectation that they would be published. 

3. Question by General Scott. Wf the letters, with the notes mentioned, were not expressly communi- 
cated for publication, was permission to publish them impliedly given, and by whom ? 

Answer. The letters, with the notes, this deponent understood (from their communication, in compli- 
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ance with the request for the copies) he had the permission of General Jesup to make public; but the 
publication was made on the responsibility of this deponent. He published them as an act of justice to 
General Seott as well as to General Jesup, having published General Jesup’s letter referring to them, 
with editorial remarks also referring to them. General Scott had written a letter to a friend, which he 
was authorized to show to this deponent, speaking of this as an unjust course to him, and calculated to 
prejudice his cause before the country and the court. This deponent conceived there was no other mode 
in which he could repair the wrong but that of publishing the correspondence between the parties. 
Although he had not the express direction of either for doing so, he supposed, from the circumstances 
alluded to, that he had the implied consent of both. 

4. Question by General Scott. It is stated in “ The Globe,” dated August 8, 1836, under the editorial 
head, in reference to “ General Scott’s orders and letters,” that “some were sent to us for publication, as 
we understood, at his instance.” Will the deponent be pleased to inquire into and state the grounds of this 


understanding. 
Answer. This deponent occasionally received articles from the War Department introducing letters 


and despatches from General Scott, of which the following, prefacing the letter inculpating Major Read, 
is an example: “As an act of justice to General Scott, we publish the following official letter, recently 
received at the War Department from that officer.” The impression made by the phraseology, that the 
publication was required as “an act of justice” to General Scott, was, that he had requested it as due to 
him from the department. This impression, growing out of frequent communications from the depart- 
ment, explanatory of General Scott’s conduct of the war, was confirmed by a brief conversation with 
Major Van Buren in relation to the publication of the letter which speaks so harshly of Major Read. 
Falling in casually with Major Van Buren in the street, after a few words between him and deponent in 
relation to the contents of that letter, he inquired if it would appear in “The Globe;” le was told that it 
had not yet been communicated to the editor for that purpose. He said he hoped the publication would 
be countermanded. This deponent understood him to mean countermanded by some subsequent letter from 
General Scott. Upon inquiry of General Jones this deponent is now informed that he (General Jones) 
and Msjor Van Buren both thought the publication likely to produce unpleasant consequences, and 
expressed an opinion against the publication, but that it was ordered, notwithstanding, by the Secretary 
of War, who said he thought General Scott expected its publication, This statement will explain the 
misunderstanding of facts under which the article of “ The Globe” of the 8th of August, 1836, was 
written, in which it is said of the publication made of General Scott’s orders and letters that ‘some were 
sent us for publication, as we understood, at his instance.” 


Sworn to the 17th of January, 1837, before 
ROBERT GETTY, Justice of the Peace. 


The testimony having here closed, Majcr General Scott made the address which accompanies these 
proceedings; after which the court adjourned this case to a future day. 


January 30, 1837. 


The court met pursuant to adjournment. All present. 

The court proceeded to pronounce its opinion in the foregoing case, as follows: 

Upon a careful examination of the abundant testimony taken in the foregoing case, the court is of 
opinion that no delay, which it was practicable to have avoided, was made by Majer General Scott in 
opening the campaign against the Creek Indians. On the contrary, it appears that he took the earliest 
measures to provide arms, muniticns, and provisions for his forces, who were found almost wholly desti- 
tute; and as soon as arms could be put into the hands of the volunteers, they were, in succession, 
detached and placed in position to prevent the enemy from retiring upon Florida, and whence they could 
move against the main body of the enemy as soon as equipped for offensive operations. 

From the testimony of the governor of Georgia, of Major General Sanford, commander of the Georgia 
volunteers, and many other witnesses of high rank and standing, who were acquainted with the topog- 
raphy of the country and the position and strength of the enemy, the court is of opinion that the plan of 
campaign adopted by Major General Scott was well calculated to lead to successful results, and that it 
was prosecuted by him, as far as practicable, with zeal and ability, until recalled from the command, upon 
representations made by Major General Jesup, his second in command, from Fort Mitchell, in a letter 
bearing date the 20th of Juve, 1836, addressed to F. P. Blair, esq., at Washington, marked ‘ private,” 
containing a request that it be shown to the President; which letter was exposed and brought to light 
by the dignified and magnanimous act of the President in causing it to be placed on file in the Depart- 
ment of War as an official document, and which forms part of these proceedings.—(See document No. 
214.) Conduct so extraordinary and inexplicable on the part of Major General Jesup, in reference to the 
character of said letter, should, in the opinion of the court, be investigated. 

ALEX. MACOMB, Major General, President of the Court. 
S. COOPER, Judge Advocate, Recorder of the Court. 





Continuation of the proceedings of the court of inquiry in the case of Major General Scott, in reference to the 
delay in opening and prosecuting the Creek campaign. 


Frepertck, Mebruary 18, 1837. 


The court met pursuant to notice. All present. 
The president of the court submitted the following communications: 


War Department, February 15, 1837. 


Sir: I have the honor to enclose a copy of the opinion of the President of the United States on the 
proceedings of the court of inquiry of which you are president, relative to the campaign against the Creek 
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Indians, and, in compliance with the direction at the close thereof, to transmit herewith those proceedings, 
with the documentary evidence referred to therein, for the further action of the court. 
Very respectfully, your most obedient servant. 
B. F. BUTLER, Secretary of War ad interim. 


Major General ALEXANDER Macon, President of the Court of Inquiry, &e. 


P. S.—The proceedings and a portion of the documents accompany this. The balance of the docu- 
ments (except Nos. 204 and 209, which will be sent to-morrow) are in a separate package, and sent by 
the same mail. 

[Copy.] 


The President has carefully examined the proceedings of the court of inquiry recently held at the 
city of Frederick, by virtue of Orders Nos. 65 and 68, so far as the same relate to the causes of the delay 
in opening and prosecuting the campaign in Georgia and Alabama against the hostile Creek Indians in 
the year 1836, and has maturely considered the opinion of the court on this part of the subject referred 
to it. 

The order constituting the court directs it, among other things, ‘to inquire and examine into the 
rauses of the delay in opening and prosecuting the campaign in Georgia and Alabama against the hostile 
Creek Indians in the year 1836, and into every subject connected with the military operations in the 
campaign aforesaid; and, after fully investigating the same, to report the facts, together with its opinion 
on the whole subject, for the information of the President.” 

It appears from the proceedings that, after the testimony of nine witnesses had been received by the 
court, and after more than one hundred documents bearing on the subject had also been produced in 
evidence, and after Major General Scott had addressed the court on the subject, the court proceeded to 
pronounce its opinion, as follows: 

“Upon a careful examination of the abundant testimony taken in the foregoing case, the court is of 
opinion that no delay, which if was practicable to have avoided, was made by Major General Scott in 
opening the campaign against the Creek Indians. On the contrary, it appears that he took the earliest 
measures to provide arms, munitions, and provisions for his forces, who were found almost wholly 
destitute; and as soon as arms could be put into the hands of the volunteers, they were, in succession, 
detached and placed in position to prevent the enemy from retiring upon Florida, and whence they could 
move against the main body of the enemy as soon as equipped for offensive operations. 

“From the testimony of the governor of Georgia, of Major General Sanford, commander of the 
Georgia volunteers, and many other witnesses of high rank and standing, who were acquainted with the 
topography of the country and the position and strength of the enemy, the court is of opinion that the 
plan of campaign adopted by Major General Scott was well calculated to lead to successful results, and 
that it was prosecuted by him, as far as practicable, with zeal and ability, until recalled from the com- 
mand upon representations made by Major General Jesup, his second in command, from Fort Mitchell, in a 
letter bearing date the 20th of June, 1836, addressed to F. P. Blair, esq., at Washington, marked ‘private,’ 
containing a request that it be shown to the President; which letter was exposed and brought to light 
by the dignified and magnanimous act of the President, in causing it to be placed on file in the Depart- 
ment of War as an official document, and which forms part of these proceedings.—(See document 
No, 214.) Conduct so extraordinary and inexplicable on the part of Major General Jesup, in reference to 
the character of said letter, should, in the opinion of the court, be investigated.” 

The foregoing opinion is not accompanied by any report of the facts in the case, as required by the 
order constituting the court; on the contrary, the facts are left to be gathered from the mass of oral and 
documentary evidence contained in the proceedings; and thus a most important part of the duty assigned 
to the court remains unexecuted. Had the court stated the facts of the case, as established to its satis- 
faction by the evidence before it, the President, on comparing such state of facts found by the court with 
its opinion, would have distinctly understood the views entertained by the court in respect to the degree 
of promptitude and energy which ought to be displayed in a campaign against Indians—a point mani- 
festly indispensable to a correct appreciation of the opinion, and one which the President’s examination 
of the evidence has not supplied, inasmuch as he has no means of knowing whether the conclusions drawn 
by him from the evidence agree with those of the court. 

The opinion of the court is also argumentative, and wanting in requisite precision, inasmuch as it 
states that “no delay, which it was practicable to have avoided, was made by Major General Scott in opening 
the campaign against the Creek Indians,” &c.; thus leaving it to be inferred, but not distinctly finding 
that there was some delay, and that it was made by some person other than Major General Scott; without 
specifying in what such delay consisted, when it occurred, how long it continued, nor by whom it was 
occasioned. Had the court found a state of facts as required by the order constituting it, the uncertainty 
now existing in this part of the opinion would have been obviated, and the justice of the opinion itself 





readily determined. 

That part of the opinion of the court which animadverts on the letter addressed by Major General 
Jesup to F. P. Blair, esq., bearing date the 20th of June, 1836, and which presents the same as a subject 
demanding investigation, appears to the President to be wholly unauthorized by the order constituting 
the court, and by which its jurisdiction was confined to an inquiry into the causes of the delay in open- 
ing and prosecuting the campaign against the hostile Creeks, and into such subjects as were connected 
with the military operations in that campaign. The causes of the recall of Major General Scott from the 
command, and the propriety or impropriety of the conduct of General Jesup in writing the letter referrred 
to, were not submitted to the court as subjects of inquiry. The court itself appears to have been of this 
opinion, inasmuch as no notice was given to General Jesup of the pendency of the proceedings, nor had 
he any opportunity to cross-examine and interrogate the witnesses, nor to be heard in respect to his con- 
duct in the matter remarked on by the court. 

lor the several reasons above assigned, the President disapproves the opinion of the court, and remits 
to it the proceedings in question to the end that the court may resume the consideration of the evidence, 
and from the same, and from such further evidence as shall be taken, (in case the court shall deem it 
necessary to take further evidence,) may ascertain and report with distinctness and precision, especially 
as to time, place, distances, and other circumstances, all the facts touching the opening and prosecuting 
of the campaign in Georgia and Alabama against the hostile Creek Indians in the year 1836, and the 
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military operations in the said campaign; and touching the delay, if any there was, in the opening or 
prosecuting of said campaign, and the causes of such delay; and to the end, also, that the court, whilst 
confining its opinion to the subject-matters submitted to it, may fully and distinctly express its opinion 
on those matters for the information of the President. 

The Secretary of War ad interim will cause the proceedings of the court, on the subject of the cam- 
paign against the Creek Indians, with the documentary evidence referred to therein, and a copy of the 
foregoing opinion to be transmitted to Major General Alexander Macomb, president of the court, for the 
proper action thereon. 

ANDREW JACKSON. 


Wasnincton, February 14, 1837, 


The court, in proceeding to give the facts upon which its opinion is founded, would respectfully state 
that the proceedings and opinion of the court were made up in the usual form, and according to the rule 
of service, and were transmitted to the Secretary of War, accompanied by all the testimony offered in the 
case, which testimony contains all the facts brought to the notice of the court, and upon which the opinion 
of the court was founded. But, in obedience to the directions of the President, the court has proceeded to 
state the facts embraced in the testimony, both documentary and oral, referring to “time and place, dis- 
tances, and other circumstances,” and which will be found in the following synopsis : 


DOCUMENTARY TESTIMONY. 


On the 23d of May the Secretary of War instructs General Jesup to station a sufficient force at the 
south point of the Creek nation, to prevent the retreat of the Indians to Florida, &e.—(Doc. 161.) 

On the 25th of May General Scott arrives at Augusta, on his way to take the direction of the war.— 
(Doc. 164.) 

On the 26th he informs the governor of Georgia that he has ordered essential stores from Picolata, 
St. Augustine, Charleston, and Savannah, &c., which will be immediately shipped to Hawkinsville, on the 
Ockmulgee, within 75 miles of Fort Mitchell; has also ordered 250,000 complete rations from New Orleans 
to the highest navigable point on the Chattahoochee, and shall take measures for the supply of 200 bushels 
of corn meal daily on the same river. Ten wagons, loaded with subsistence, will leave Augusta for the 
same destination to-morrow; a small detachment of recruits has arrived at Augusta from the north.— 
(Doc. 165.) 

On the 27th of May appoints Major Beard agent of quartermaster’s stores, and sends him to Haw- 
kinsville to hasten on supplies, &c., and to purchase subsistence.—(Doc. 167.) 

On the 31st of May Major Baden, in charge of the arsenal at Augusta, notifies General Scott that he 
has turned over to the quartermaster at Augusta, on the requisition of Governor Schley, 1,000 muskets, 
to be sent to Columbus.— (Doc. 168.) No ammunition or flints appear to have been sent with these arms, 
although the governor’s requisition (Doc. 169) calls for them. 

On the 29th of May Quartermaster Dimmock notifies General Scott that ten wagons with supplies left 
Augusta the day previous; anticipates difficulty in procuring wagons in forwarding supplies, &c. Cap- 
tain Monroe’s company arrived at Augusta from the north; the companies of Major Pierce’s command with 
Monroe’s have 75 days’ subsistence with them; this will require five wagons per company. The rifles 
ordered from Charleston, via Savannah, left Charleston on the 27th. Major Garland directs that camp 
equipage be furnished from Savannah; there is none there. Three hundred wagons will be required to 
forward all the supplies on—(Doc. 171.) 

On the 2d of June General Scott informs the adjutant general that he arrived at Columbus on the 30th 
May; the troops are being mustered into service; the fronticr of Georgia, above and below Columbus, is 
guarded to prevent escape of the Indians towards Florida, &c.; shall take additional measures by 
employing a steamer hourly expected, with a company on board, and by pushing some mounted 
companies fifty or sixty miles below; supposes 1,500 Georgia troops to have arrived on the frontier, 
distributed over a line of forty miles on the river; as many more expected; companies arrive daily; all 
are not expected before the 12th, perhaps 15th. The governor of Alabama, with about an equal number, 
will be ready to inarch upon the enemy by the 5th; doubts if he has subsistence for more than five days. 
No magazines on the Georgia side; the supplies precarious, which state of things must continue at least 
eight days longer, when 100,000 rations from Picolata, St. Augustine, Savannah, and Charleston may 
begin to arrive from Macon and Hawkinsville by wagons; the supplies from New Orleans cannot arrive 
before the 20th; late, long, and heavy rains in this quarter have injured the roads. General Jesup leaves 
to-morrow (3d June) for Montgomery. If we fight the Indians with inferior numbers we shall probably 
beat them, but with a great loss of valuable lives on our part; if we wait for the arrival of all our forces, 
and till we have ample means of subsistence secured for twenty days in advance, the war may be 
successfully terminated on our part with but a small loss of lives. This consideration has great weight 
with General Scott, and has been developed to Governor Clay. A delay of ten days has therefore been 
urged.—(Doc. 172.) 

On the 28th May Governor Clay invites the co-operation of the forces on the Georgia side by the Sth 
June.— (Doc. 173.) 

On the 31st May General Scott notifies Governor Clay that 1,000 regulars are expected to begin to 
arrive at Columbus in eight days; learns that on the 29th some individuals were murdered, and several 
houses burned on the Georgia side; is opposed to all premature operations; forces must first be assembled 
and organized, magazines established, &c. In ten or fifteen days everything will be in readiness on 
this side; gives his plan of campaign, and proposes how the Alabama troops shall co-operate.— (Docs. 
174, 175.) 

On the 1st June General Scott instructs General Jesup to proceed to Montgomery, &c., and take 
command of the Alabama troops, and operate up the country from a point below Irwinton.—(Duc. 176.) 

On the 3d June General Scott directs Captain Harding, in charge of the Mount Vernon arsenal, 
Alabama, to send to Columbus 4 pieces of ordnance, complete; 150 rounds of canister for each; 3,000 
stands of muskets, complete; 100,000 rounds of musket cartridges, and 50,000 flints.— (Doc. 178.) 

On the 14th Captain Harding replies that he has not the articles; that the governors of Alabama and 
Florida have completely exhausted his stock, &e., the former having received 6,800 muskets, 4  six- 
pounders, &c.; has sent General Scott’s requisition to Baton Rouge arsenal, to be supplied from thence.— 
(Doc. 179.) 
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June 3.—Further instructions to Major Beard at Hawkinsville to hasten on supplies, &c.—(Doe. 180.) 

June 2.—Quartermaster Dimmock reports twenty-four wagons with provisions on the road from 
Augusta to Columbus; also five companies of regulars; finds it difficult to get wagons, &c.—( Does. 
182, 183.) 

June 3.—Quartermaster Dimmock directed to forward no more subsistence from Augusta to 
Columbus; the state of the roads and difficulty of procuring transportation, &c.; the country about 
Columbus not yet exhausted, and the 100,000 rations ordered by the Ockmulgee will begin to arrive in 
seven days.—(Doe. 184.) 

June 5.—Major Beard, at Hawkinsville, reports the difficulty of sending on the supplies; none have 
yet arrived at that place, (Doc. 186,) and none arrived as late as 8th June.—(Doe. 188.) 

June 10.—General Jesup reports to the Secretary of War that he shall move against the enemy to- 
morrow or next day; has 900 Alabama volunteers, and expects to be joined on his route by 500 mounted 
men and 200 Indians, and hopes to strike the enemy in less than five days, (Doc. 190;) shall occupy a 
position on Fort Mitchell road, twenty miles in advance, and there await the arrival of the Indian 
warriors, or, if he can find the enemy, attack him immediately. The country almost without supplies; 
none of those ordered yet arrived, &e.—(Doc. 191.) 

June 10.—Further instructions from General Scott to Major Beard to hasten on the supplies, &c.; 
rifles, muskets, accoutrements, and tents, much needed to complete the equipment of the troops, a 
portion of whom are without arms and shelter; General Scott extremely anxious on the subject —( Doc. 
192.) 
June 10.—General Scott writes to General Jesup that, for want of arms, accoutrements, &c., it will 
be impossible for the Georgians to commence operations from the neighborhood of Irwintou in eight or 
ten days, nor even then, unless the arms, &c., should arrive. The regulars are advancing from Augusta; 
all but a small detachment of marines had reached that place at the last dates; has more than doubled 
the force placed in the lower counties of Georgia to prevent the Creeks from crossing to the Seminoles.— 
(Doc. 193.) 

June 12.—General Scott writes to the adjutant general that he has been quite sick since the 2d, 
but expects to be on horseback to-morrow. Has 3,300 Georgia volunteers, but not more than one-third 
armed; no accoutrements in any of the southern arsenals; expects in six or eight days to arm and equip 
the whole of the Georgia forces; and as a respectable number of regular troops may be expected by that 
time, shall lose no time in commencing active operations. The Alabamians represented to be well armed 
in muskets, but without accoutrements, cartridges, and flints. As he has been able to obtain armed men, 
has sent off detachments to guard the left bank of the river; some pushed below the country occupied by 
the Creeks on the opposite bank; some of the middle detachments have within eight or ten days been 
surprised by small parties, and the advantage has been against us; has two steamers constantly cruising 
on the river, &e.—( Doc. 194.) 

June 11—Major Baden reports certain ordnance and ordnance stores arrived at Augusta from 
Charleston, (Doc. 195,) which he is directed to send immediately to Columbus.—(Doc. 196.) 

June 11, Lieutenant Deas directed to proceed with all possible haste to Hawkinsville, and send 
forward immediately all the rifles, muskets, accoutrements, &c., that may be there or on their way to 
Columbus; also tents and equipage, &e.—( Doc. 197.) 

June 12.—Lieutenant Heintzelman, at Hawkinsville, reports the arrival of supplies at that place for 
the army; has just loaded ten wagons; will supply General Wilcox’s force of 260 with arms and pro- 
visions; impossible to get sufficient number of wagons, &c.—(Doc. 198.) 

June 14.—General Scott reports to the adjutant general that he is still held inactive from the non- 
arrival of arms, ammunition, &c.; has reason to hope they will arrive in a few days from Hawkinsville, 
with subsistence in abundance, and from Augusta. Nearly all the Georgians ordered (a little more than 
3,000) already on the frontier, but the greater number of companies have come without arms and 
accoutrements. As fast as the mounted corps can be armed shall send them down on the Georgia side 
as low as Irwinton, where he shall commence operations. The first company of regulars arrived yesterday, 
and four or six may be expected to-morrow, and the whole, including marines, may be expected in a week; 
has not, however, been waiting for them, but for arms and accoutrements for the militia; is without 
advices from Governor Clay or General Jesup, and is doubtful whether the Alabama forces will come into 
the service of the United States; they are not prepared to take the field, being in want of ammunition 
and flints; learns that General Moore, with 750 mounted Alabamians, has arrived at Irwinton, and thinks 
of commencing operations forthwith; shall write to him to wait his arrival in that quarter.—(Doc. 199.) 

June 16.—J. Crowell reports the wagons, with arms and ammunition, on the way, and may be 
expected in Columbus by the night of the 19th, &c.; difficulty of procuring wagons, &c.—(Doc. 201.) 

June 16.—Major Beard reports from Macon that twenty-one wagons and one howitzer, on their way 
from Hawkinsville, with a great portion of the musket accoutrements, and all the rifles; no ammunition 
found on board of either boat. The marines are in the neighborhood, and will pass through in the 
morning.—( Doce. 202.) 

June 17.—General Scott reports to the adjutant general from Columbus that the troops are impatient 
to move, and so is he, but cannot without arms, ammunition, and subsistence, which they shall have by 
the 21st; no time has been lost since the arrival of arms, &c., at Hawkinsville; the delay occurred with 
the transportation line between Darien and that point; caused agents to be stationed at both places, and 
has reason to believe they have been active and pushing; as to arms coming from Augusta, the distance 
(220 miles) and the badness of the roads, rendered worse by the storms of rain the last of May and the 
beginning of June, have caused the delay; has no experienced staft officer —(Doc, 203.) 

June 18.—General Scott reports to the adjutant general that he is embarrassed by the unlooked for 
arrival at Fort Mitchell of General Jesup’s forces. If the subsistence from Savannah, via Darien, should 
not begin to arrive to-morrow, all the troops must, in consequence of this movement, be put on short 
allowance; General Jesup entirely out of position; wants him at Irwinton, in order that he may operate 
up instead of down the country, but knows not how to get him there without crossing and recrossing the 
river. This will create great delay, &&.—(Does. 205, 206.) General Jesup wants subsistence for his 
forces, and will be obliged to go to Fort Mitchell, and asks General Scott to supply him there——(Doe. 207.) 
General Scott distressed at his arrival there; the difficulties in supplying him, &c.; sends all he can 
command.—( Doe. 208.) 

June 21.——Une thousand muskets arrived Jast night and have been issued to the troops, who will 
immediately march for the mouth of the Cow-ag-gee creek, on the Chattahoochee, below the enemy. The 
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accoutrements (expected to-morrow) will be sent after them. Five hundred rifles expected with the 
accoutrements, and a battalion of mounted men will remain to receive them. The delay in the arrival of 
these supplies has been owing to steamboat accidents and the difficulty of procuring wagons. The horse 
will probably overtake the foot; shall march with the former. The enemy are above the Cow-ag-ece 
creck; if so, shall cross the troops to Alabama side at that point. A battalion of artillery marched down 
on this side of the river yesterday; another follows closely. The first detachment of marines will be 
here. to-morrow aud will immediately take the same route, and so with the remaining detachments of 
regulars. After leaving the necessary guards on the left bank of this river, above, and particularly 
below Colunibus, may have left about 2,000 Georgians, besides the regulars, that may be up in time for 
commencement of active operations, together with 100 friendly Indians. Shall now be obliged to give 
General Jesup instructions to act downwards from his position simultaneous with the forces to be landed 
below the enemy.—(Doc. 209.) 

June 23.—Sets out in a few minutes to overtake General Sanford. Accoutrements and rifles will not 
be here (Columbus) in two or three days, the conductors of the wagon train having took a panic and turned 
from the direct road, &c. General Sanford has with him about 150 unarmed men; has reason to believe 
the enemy is embodied between the Hatchychubby and the Cow-ag-gee creeks; shall cross the river below 
the latter; is confident no Indians have yet escaped across the Chattahoochee towards Florida, &. The 
first detachment of marines just arrived.—(Doce. 215.) 

June 22,—Lieutenant Heintzelman, at Hawkinsville, reports the arrival of stores at that place, and 
shall forward them immediately in wagons.—(Doc. 224.) 

June 24.—General Scott, at Fort Mitchell, reports to the adjutant general that he left Columbus 
yesterday, and is here to consult with General Jesup. General Jesup, and many of the officers with him, 
consider the war as nearly over. They estimate that there only remain out some 150 hostile warriors, 
under Jim Henry, besides Neomico’s party, who have for some time stood fast in their camp in a state of 
neutrality. They will probably soon surrender themselves. They are nearer Tuskegee than the Chatta- 
hoochee. There must be about 1,000 who are yet to come in or be subdued. The hostiles are among the 
most desperate of the nation; they are between the Hatchychubby and Cow-ag-gee creeks, and hope to 
escape to Florida, &c., but which is impossible, from the means adopted to guard the river. The Georgia 
line and two battalions of regulars below will cross below the enemy and scour the country upwards, 
whilst General Jesup moves with his forces down, &c. The flats for crossing the river will pass down 
to-day. The movements of General Jesup; the strong guards placed on the river below, rendering escape 
towards Florida hopeless; and the large assemblage of troops all around the Creek country, showing 
that their early subjugation was inevitable, has caused the early surrender of the hostile parties who 


have come in. Besides those who gave themselves up to the Alabamians and friendly Indians, between 
fifty and seventy came into this place previously without any escort. The number of warriors now in 
confinement here is more than 3800, &ce.—( Docs. 237,238, 239.) 

June 26.—General Scott, opposite Roanoke, directs General Jesup to discharge the Alabamians, except 
a detachment of mounted men to escort the Indian prisoners as far as the dense settlements of Alabama, 
whence the Indians may be escorted to the Mississippi by the regulars, &e.—(Doc. 241.) 

July 2.—General Scott, at Fort Mitchell, reports to the adjutant general that he has just returned 
from Irwinton; represents the movements of the troops below, &c. It is thought that there cannot be in 
the late Creek country more than 40 or 60 hostile warriors; some of these have sent word that they will 
soon be here, &c. Nineteen hundred prisoners will be emigrated as soon as the streams shall have sub- 
sided, &c. Detachments have been sent in pursuit of some of the hostiles who have crossed the river in 
the direction of Florida, &&.—( Doce. 243.) 

July 4.—Just returned from Roanoke, where he made arrangements for closing the campaign, &e¢.— 
(Doc. 248.) 

July 6.—(At Columbus, ) reports the Indians, who had retreated towards Florida, overtaken and sur- 
rounded in a swamp, &c.—( Doc. 249.) 

June 25.—The Secretary of War directs General Scott to dispose his force so as to prevent the Creeks 
from retiring towards Florida, &e.—(Doc. 255.) 

June 28.—General Scott recalled.—( Doc. 256.) 

July 8.—General Scott turns over the command to General Jesup.—(Doce. 258.) 





ORAL TESTIMONY. 
Testimony of Major Kirby. 


Accompanies General Scott from St. Augustine, 21st of May.—(Question 1.) General Scott’s plan 
of campaign concurred in by Governor Schley and General Jesup.—(Question 3.) On the 26th of May 
General Scott directs Major Baden to furnish certain arms and erdnance stores, and instructs Quarter- 
master Dimmock to forward them without delay to Columbus.—(Question 9.) Up to the time witness left 
General Scott at Columbus (June 17) he manifested great and incessant solicitude for the arrival of the 
necessary arms and other supplies to enable the troops to take the field.—(Question 12.) Soon after 
leaving St. Augustine General Scott informed witness that he had, previously to leaving that place, ordered 
all the surplus arms and accoutrements at St. Augustine and Picolata to be sent to the Chattahoochee.— 
(Question 13.) General Scott manifested constant anxiety for the arrival of the arms and accoutrements, 
and used every means in his power to hasten it.—(Question 14.) Witness mustered into service 45 
companies of the Georgia troops early in June; they were generally entirely destitute of arms and 
accoutrements; the few arms they had were generally unfit for service in the field—(Question 15.) The 
Georgia troops had nearly all arrived at Columbus by the 12th of June. Some arms had arrived previ- 
ously, and had been placed in the hands of the militia, who were ordered immediately to take post below 
Columbus, on the Chattahoochee—(Question 1 by the court.) The troops who brought arms were 
immediately sent to take post on the Chattahoochee, below Columbus, and occupied several positions on the 
left bank of the river. Ammunition for them was purchased in Columbus. Their arms were of different 
calibre, and not in order. They had no accoutrements, no fixed ammunition, no equipage, no adequate 
supply of provisions.—(Question 2 by the court.) The Georgia militia, already armed by the 17th of 
June, were not sufficient in numbers to guard the left bank of the Chattahoochee, and at the same time to 
operate against the enemy in his own country successfully. The Georgia troops were fully occupied on 
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the left bank of the Chattahoochee, below Columbus, in repelling the efforts of the enemy to escape across 
the river in the direction of Florida —(Question 16.) | When witness arrived with General Scott at 
Columbus (May 30) there was a destitution of all supplies. Subsistence was purchased from day to day 
in the streets of Columbus and the neighboring country. Camp-kettles, mess-pans, tents, and haversacks 
were made, and scows for crossing the river constructed; all the powder and lead to be found in the place 
was purchaged, made into cartridges, and distributed to the militia.—( Question  § 





Colonel Kenan’s testimony. 


The importance of cutting off the retreat of the enemy to Florida, preparatory to any offensive move- 
~ ‘ , 7 y . . ve 4 ‘ . : ’ c ; % 
ment upon him, to secure which it was General Scott’s plan to station troops upon the eastern bank of the 
Chattahoochee, from a point 18 or 20 miles below Columbus, to Roanoke; the reasons for this plan given.— 
Question 2.) General Scott strictly adhered to this plan of operations till General Jesup arrived at Fort 
Mitchell with his forees.—(Question 5.) General Scott discharged his duty with great zeal and judgment.— 
(Question 7.) 


General Sanford’s testimony. 


States the amount of his force (3,500) and its disposition (Question 1.) Less than one-third of the 
troops were armed, and those variously and indifferently, with shot-guns, rifles, and muskets. On an occa- 
sion of an alarm, when the troops were paraded, there were 1,500 or 1,600 men with no other weapons of 
defence beyond their side-arms, clubs, and club-axes.—(Question 2.) To restrain the enemy from cross- 
ing the stream, to prevent him from depredating upon Georgia and escaping to Florida, the men were 
no sooner armed than they were despatched in that direction for that purpose.—(Question 3.) The num- 
ber of troops stationed at Columbus up to the 2Ist of June was not more than suflicient to protect lives 
and property.—(Question 4.) Not a solitary moment was lost or delayed after arms were put in the 
hands of the men in marching directly to the point where it was intended active operations should com- 
mence against the encmy.—-(Question 5.) If the plan of operations alluded to in the last reply had been 
fully adopted the troops would have carried it out. The enemy, encompassed in every direction, &c., 
must have-immediately,sued for peace—(Question 9.) General Scott quite ill at Columbus a few days 
after his”arrival there; confined to his bed; feeling greatly distressed at the continued delay of the arms 
ordered to that place; doubted not but that his over-anxiety in this respect tended to protract his illmess.— 
(Question 12.) The plan of operations devised by General Scott was, in witness’s opinion, founded in 
great wisdom, and knows of no instance of his want of zeal, energy, or judgment in any manner essen- 
tial to its entire success.—(Question 13.) The great extent of frontier to be protected; the certain 
number of the enemy to be encountered; the scale of operations laid down rendered it proper that we 
should not commence active operations until our troops were armed, and in sufficient force to occupy every 
point where their presence might be found to be necessary.—(Question 14.) In free conversations with 
General Scott on the subject of arms, his feelings seemed to be absolutely tortured by their non-arrival. 
He spoke of the frequent and urgent solicitations he had made to those to whose care they were intrusted 
to have them forwarded with all possible expedition. He despatched a special messenger with orders to 
have them move night and day, until they should arrive at Columbus.—( Question 15.) 


Major Huson’s testimony. 


Purchased rations and forage. Could have purchased a limited supply of bacon and flour in Columbus, 
such as had been previously bought up by the speculators for the purpose of selling to the commissioners, 
but both were so damaged as to be unfit for use. The resources of Columbus and its vicinity, in provisions 
and forage of good quality, up to the 9th of June, were so far exhausted, that it took the wagons from six 
to ten days to make the trips to and from the places where the articles were to be found in the neighboring 
country.— (Questions 2 and 3.) 


Captain Waite’s testimony. 


States the difficulty of supplying General Jesup’s forces at Fort Mitchell with provisions, forage, &c., 
from Columbus.—(Questions 2, 3, 4, 5.) 


The Hon. Mr. Dawson’s testimony. 


Was employed on board of a steamboat with a company of artillery, cruising up and down the Chatta- 
hoochee, to prevent hostile Indians from crossing, and to destroy their canoes and rafts; remained on this 
service to 20th June; other detachments were employed on the same service.—(Question 1.) The volun- 
teers were all placed in defensive positions on the left Lank of the Chattahoochee, and in cruising on the 
river on board of steamboats, which were not retained in the vicinity of Columbus for the protection of 
that place.—(Question 2.) When he reached Columbus with his company, found energy and despatch in 
the organization of the army. As soon as arms arrived regulars and volunteers were put in motion. —(Ques- 
tion 3.) Thought General Scott’s plans for offensive and defensive operations to be correct, &c.—( Question 
4.) The plan of operating upwards preferable, &.—(Question 5.) To the march of the troops from Tus- 
kegee he attributes the attempts of the Indians to force their way across the Chattahoochee, &.—( Question 
6.) Thinks the plan of operating upwards would have best prevented the enemy from crossing the Chatta- 
hoochee, and sooner terminated the war.—(Question 7.) General Scott’s conduct during the campaign was 
marked by zeal and activity, and the result of the campaign has evinced his judgment and foresight.— 
(Question 8.) 


Governor Schley’s testimony. 


States his views and opinions given to General Scott and General Jesup in regard to the proper course 
to be pursued against the Creek Indians, and the concurrent views of General Scott—(Question 2.) Was 
under the impression General Jesup approved the plan of campaign of General Scott.—(Question 3.) 
Travelled in company from Milledgeville to Columbus, in May, with General Scott, General Jesup, and 
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Major Kirby; spoke freely of the coming campaign, and, as far as he understood the views of the officers, 
all concurred in opinion, &&.—(Question 4.) General Seott made no alteration in his original plan, &&.— 
(Question 6.) Gives his reasons why a movement up the country was preferable to that down, &&.—(Ques- 
tions 8, 9, 10.) General Scott was confined to his room and bed, soon after his arrival at Columbus, for 
ten or twelve days, and his physicians considered him very ill, &c.—(Question 20.) General Scott was 
not wanting in zeal or judgment in conducting the Creek war, except when he was so ill in bed that he 
could not act at all, &e.—(Question 21.) The importance of waiting until the Georgia troops were armed 
before acting, &c.—(Question 22.) Everything was done by General Scott to hasten the arrival of the 
arms; he sent Mr. Crowell to hasten them on, &ec.—(Question 23.) 


Lieutenant Beil’s testimony. 


States that a steamboat loaded with arms and accoutrements and other army supplies had burst her 
boiler en the Ockmulgee, between Darien and Hawkinsville, and the delay occasioned thereby in refitting 
and despatching another boat down the river after said supplies; also an accident to another boat similarly 
laden, consequent delay, &¢.—(Question 2.) Was ordered about 18th June on the road to Hawkinsville, 
to hasten the train of wagons with supplies, &c.—(Question 3.) The delay of arrival of arms for three 
or four days, caused by a report of the Creek Indians having crossed the Chattahoochee, causing a panic 
to the drivers, &&.—(Question 4.) States the condition of the roads and bridges to have been bad, 


&¢.— (Question 6.) 

After a eareful review of the testimony which contains the facts on which the court has formed its 
opinion, above recited, the court is compelled by a conscientious sense of duty to adhere to the opinion 
already given as to the causes of the delay in opening aud prosecuting the campaign in Georgia and 
Alabama against the hostile Creek Indians in 1836. 

The court in expressing its opinion that “no delay, which it was practicable to have avoided, was 
made by Major General Scott,” had reference to the impracticability of collecting arms and munitions for 
the volunteers as early as they were assembled and mustered into service, in consequence of the acci- 
dents which happened to steamboats by which part were being conveyed; the difficulty of procuring 
wagons, by which others were transported, and the badness of the roads, rendered particularly so at the 
time by heavy rains. In support of which the court refers particularly to documents No, 171, 172, 182, 
183, 184, 186, 192, 197, 198, 201, 203, 209, and 215, and to General Sandford’s answer to the 15th inter- 
rogatory, Governor Schley’s answer to the 23d interrogatory, and to the whole of Lieutenant Bett’s 
testimony. 
ALEX. MACOMB, Major General, President of the Court of Inquiry. 
S. COOPER, Judge Advocate, Recorder of the Court. 


‘ 


FURTHER PROCEEDINGS OF THE COURT IN THE FOREGOING CASE. 


Wasnineton, March 2, 183 


Phe court met pursuant to notice. All present. 
The following order from the War Department was laid before the court: 


DerartMeNt oF War, March 2, 1837. 


Sir: You will reassemble the court of inquiry in the city of Washington, in order that it may recon- 
sider and review the proceedings in the cases of the campaigns in Florida and in the Creek nation, con- 
ducted by Major General Scott, so as to embrace the facts in the opinion of the court, as required by the 
order of the President organizing the court, and by his orders of the 14th and 18th of February last. 

B. FP. BUTLER, Secretary of War ad interim. 

Major General Macomp, President of the Court of Inquiry directed 

to be convened at Frederick, Ma., by General Order No. 65. 


In obedience to the foregoing order, the court was occupied until the 8th of March in reconsidering 
and reviewing its proceedings, and in reporting the following facts: 

The court finds, from a careful review of the testimony, the following facts: That, under instructions 
from the War Department of the 16th May, General Scott arrived at Augusta from Florida on the 25th 
May, on his way to take the direction of the Creek campaign, having, previously to leaving Florida, 
ordered essential stores from Picolata, St. Augustine, Charleston, and Savannah, to Hawkinsville, on the 
Ockmulgee, within seventy-five miles of Fort Mitchell; and had also ordered 250,000 complete rations 
from New Orleans to the highest navigable point on the Chattahoochee; that he despatched ten wagons 
with subsistence from Augusta on the 28th May, for Columbus, and appointed an agent, and sent him to 
Hawkinsville to hasten on supplies and purchase subsistence; that he proceeded himself to Columbus, 
where he arrived on the 30th May, and directed the Georgia volunteers already assembled there, about 
1,500, to be mustered into service, and distributed over a line of forty miles on the river above and below 
Columbus, to prevent the escape of the Indians towards Florida, and also the employment of two armed 
steamers cruising up and down the river for the same purpose; that on the Ist June he ordered General 
Jesup to Montgomery to take command of the Alabama troops, and to operate up the country from a 
point below Irwinton; that he was engaged in organizing the Georgia militia and collecting supplies and 
arms up to the 23d of June; that on the 12th June there had arrived at Columbus 3,300 Georgia volun- 
teers, but not more than one-third were armed; that General Moore arrived at Irwinton about the 14th 
June, with 750 mounted Alabamians, with a view of commencing operations forthwith, but that he was 
instructed by General Scott to await his arrival in that quarter; that General Jesup, unexpectedly to 
General Scott, arrived about the 17th June in the neighborhood of Fort Mitchell, with the Alabama forces 
from Tuskegee, calling on General Scott for supplies, which had not then arrived from New Orleans; 
that on the nieht of the 20th June 1,000 muskets arrived, and were distributed to the Georgia volunteers 
on the 2Ist June, who were immediately ordered to the mouth of Cow-ag-eee creek, on the Chattahoochee, 
below the enemy; that companies of the regular troops commenced arriving on the 14th, and to the 20th, 
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when two battalions were marched down the river; the first detachment of marines arrived on the 23d 
and marched immediately below; the last detachment of marines arrived some days after: that General 
Scott left Columbus on the 23d to commence operations below, and was actively engaged from that time 
until the 6th July, when he was recalled from his command by the instructions of the President of the 
28th June, and that he turned over his command to General Jesup on 8th July. 

The court, after a full consideration of the foregoing facts, and of the testimony from which they 
are drawn, comes to the conclusion already expressed in its opinion, one n in the following words, to wit: 

“Upon a careful examination of the abundant testimony taken in the foregoing case, the court is of 
opinion that no delay, which it was practicable to have avoided, was made by Mator General Scott in 
opening the campaign against the Creek Indians. On the contrary, it appears that ‘he took the e: urliest 
measures to provide arms, munitions, and provisions for his forces, who were found almost wholly 
destitute; and as soon as arms could be put into the hands of the volunteers, they were in succession 
detached and placed in position to prevent the enemy from retiring: upon Flor id: t, and whence they could 
move against the main body of the enemy as soon as = for oflensive operations. 

“From the testimony of the governor of Georgia, of Major General Sanford, commander of the Georgia 
volunteers, and many other witnesses of high r ank and sti unding, who were acquainted with the topog- 
raphy of the country and the position and strength of the enemy, “the court is of opinion that the plan of 
campaign adopted by Major General Scott was well calculated to lead to successful results, and that it 
was prosecuted by him, as far as practicable, with zeal and ability until recalled from the command.” 

ALEX. MACOMB, Major General, President of the Court of Inquiry. 
5. COOPER, Judge Advocate, Recorder of the Court. 





MAJOR GENERAL SCOTT’S ADDRESS OR SUMMARY OF EVIDENCE TAKEN IN HIS CASE 


Mr. President and gentlemen of the court: 

When a Doge of Genoa, for some imaginary offence, imputed by Louis XIV, was torn from his govern- 
ment and compelled to visit Franee to debase himself before that inflated monarch, he was asked, in the 
palace, what struck him with the greatest wonder amid the blaze of magnificence in his view? “ To find 
myself here!” was the reply of the indignant Lescaro. And so, Mr. President, unable as I am to remem- 
ber one blunder in my recent operations, or a single duty neglected, J may say, that to find myself in the 
presence of this honorable court, whilst the army I but recently commanded is still in pursuit of the 
enemy, fills me with equal grief and astonishment. 

And whence this great and humiliating transition? It is, sir, by the fiat of one who, from his exalted 
station, and yet more from his unequalled popularity, has never, with his high displeasure, struck a fune- 
tionary of this government, no matter what the office of the individual, humble or ele rated, who was not 
from the moment withered in the general confidence of the American people. Yes, sir, it is my misfortune 
to lie under the displeasure of that most distinguished personage. The President of the United States 
has said, Let General Scott be recalled from the command of the army in the field, and submit his conduct in 
the Seminole and Creek campaigns toacourt for investigation; and lo! I stand ‘here to vindicate that conduct, 
which must again be judged, in the last resort, by him who first condemned it without trial or inquiry. 
Be it so. I shall not supplicate this court, nor the authority that has to review the “ opinion” here to be 
given. On the contrary, I shall proceed at once to challenge your justice to render me that honorable 
discharge from all blame or censure which the recorded evidence imperiously demands. With such dis- 
charge before him, and enlightened by the same mass of testimony, every word of which speaks loudly in 
my favor, the justice of the comm: inder-in-chief of the : army and navy cannot hesitate. It must acquiesce; 
and then, although nothing may ever compensate me for the deep mortification I have been recently made 
to experience, I may hope to regain that portion of the public esteem which it was my happiness to enjoy 
on past occasions of deep moment to the power and the glory of these United States of America. 


I.—THE FAILURE OF [ ty | FLORIDA CAMPAIGN 


Permit me here, Mr. President, to offer a preliminary remark: If by fadure the common idea of 
disaster, defeut, or repulse he understood, then that term does great injustice to me and the brave regulars 
and volunteers whom I had the honor to command. Sir, we suffered no defeat, check, or repulse. The 
enemy, encountered by the several columns and de tac line nts, were, in every instance, beaten, driven, and 
scattered beyond the reach of possible pursuit;* and if we had chosen to imitate, in our reports, 
the example of many others engaged in similar operations, we might no doubt have figured much more 
largely in the public journals. But in every instance, as far as I know or believe, though our affairs 
were numerous, and not deficient in danger and brillianey, we always declined substituting imagination 
and conjecture for ascertained facts. Perhaps, by the discoveries of history, the high reputations gained 
before and since, by the arts alluded to, may, in time, be brought down to the humble level of myself and 
companions, 

It is true, sir, that we did not succeed in sending off the great body of the Seminoles to the west of 
Mississippi. In this object, ardently desired by all, there was certainly a failure, and the same thing may 
be said of the summer and autumn campaign which foliowe ad; although the commander or commanders— 
for it seems there were two, Governor C all and General Jesup—h: ud the benefit of the knowledge of the 
country and the enemy, acquired by previous operations; the benefit of the roads recently opened; the 
plans which had been essayed and suggested; longer time for preparation and oper: ation; an auxiliary 
Indian force, which was denied me;t and, above all, the power of inviting the enemy to surrender, and of 
holding negotiations. With this great power, Mr. Pi ‘esident, I was not armed. My instructions were to 
reduce “the enemy lo unconditional submission; to hold no parley, no negoti ition—not even to say, as the 
price of surrender, that kind treatment might be expected, much less that the beneficial stipulations in the 
last treaty in favor of those Indians should be carried into execution by the United States; because, sir, 
any such assurance, on my part, would have been a condition. 


* See testimony of Generals Clinch and Eustis; of Colonel Lindsay and Captain Thruston. 
t Docs. Nos 82 and 92, inclusive. 
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Have my successors in Florida the “diplomatic” faculty that was withheld from me? If the letter- 
writers in the newspapers are to be believed, that faculty has been either expressly conferred or usurped 
with impunity. Ii would seem that wheedling messages have been sent to the enemy by everybody—from 
the two commanders down to a captain. Still no great result has been obtained, and now another, or 
winter campaign has been for some time on foot; the sole director of which, besides all the advantages over 
me which have just been enumerated, has had from the beginning the further prospect of ending the war 
by the failure of the enemy’s ammunition,* and the known want of long perseverance on the part of all 
Indians. 

Sut notwithstanding all those advantages, it would seem that up to the last dates from Florida not 
a Seminole had been sent out of the Territory since I caused four hundred to be shipped from Tampa Bay. 
These, it is true, were called friend/y Indians. Yet if it had not been for the awe inspired by the presence 
of the army, and some little decision on my part, this detachment would long ere this have been merged 
in the great body of the nation. 

Sut to take up my personal movements, my arrangements, and operations, in the chronological order, 

Being in Washington in January, 1836, on other duties, 1 was, on the 20th, sent for by the Secretary 
of War. I found him in his office at four o’clock p.m. To was asked when 1 could set out for Florida, 
and answered that night. I was told that my instructions could not be got ready for me so early. All 
the letters (four in number) from Governor Eaton and General Call, dated the 8th and 9th of the same 
month, and now in evidence,t had, 1 think, been just received. I foresaw, at once, all the difficulties 
and hazards of the service which was thus assigned to me, and an immense pecuniary loss that I should 
inevitably sustain if not in New York in a week from that time. Thad, moreover, the highest confidence 


in the judgment and abilities of General Clinch, independent of his better knowledge of Florida and of 


the enemy to be combated. I mention these circumstances, Mr. President, to show that I did not. solicit 
to be sent to supersede that excellent officer. IT was not, however, as a soldicr, at liberty to decline any 
appropriate duty that might be required of me, and, of course, did nof decline this. Accordingly, I left 
Washington on the night of the 21st, and, notwithstanding an accident on a railroad, by which I lost 
twenty-four hours, the court will find me addressing a requisition to the governor of South Carolina on 
the 29th from Columbia, and at Augusta the 30th. 

At this place my occupations were numerous and important, as my letter-book, the contents of which 
are mostly in evidence, will show; requisitions for troops, addressed to the governors of South Carolina, 
Georgia, and Alabama; letters to the governor of Florida, to Gencrals Eustis and Bull, Colonel Lindsay, &c., 
besides horses and wagons purchased for the United States cavalry and the general baggage-train. 

On the 2d of February it has been seen that I set out for Milledgeville in order to confer with the 
governor of Georgia, according to my instructions, on the subject of the Creek Indians. Having adopted 
precautionary measures in relation to the latter, ] returned to Augusta, and reached Savannah on the 9th. 

Ilere, again, | was incessantly occupied in regulating, by correspondence, the movement of the troops, 
and making other arrangements for the campaign, till the 20th, and might have been usefully so engaged 
for a week longer; but wishing to be nearer to Generals Clinch and Eustis, with a view to more rapid 
communications, | reached Picolata on the 22d of February. 

At this time General Clinch was at Fort Drane, with about five hundred regulars and volunteers, 
unmolested by the enemy, but not in strength to take the field with any prospect of advantage. I had 
written to him from Savannah, and he knew of the heavy reinforcements which were approaching. Two 
companies of Augusta volunteers, under Captains Robinson and Bones, had already reached Fort Drane, 
and are included in the above estimate. These two companies did not strictly make part of the Georgia 
quota, 

General Eustis, Colonel Brisbane’s regiment of South Carolina foot, and a company of Columbia 
volunteers under Captain Elmore, all arrived by water at St. Augustine about the loth. This independent 
company (Elmore’s) was over and above the quota called for from South Carolina; but, like Robinson’s 
and Bones’s, it went through the campaign with zeal and distinction. 

With the volunteers under his command, and a few companies of regulars, General Eustis soon gave 
tranquillity and confidence to all the inhabitants between the Atlantic and the St. John’s, whose dwellings 
and other fixtures had not been previously destroyed No devastation was committed after his arrival. 

The first battalion of Georgia foot, under Major Cooper, had also preceded me a few days. I found 
it at Picolata, with a company of regulars, and Golonel Bankhead in the command of both. 

It was my intention, Mr. President, to have remained but a few days at Picolata, merely long enough 
to organize the service, tu give a fixed plan of campaign, and, on the arrival of some additional troops, 
wagons, horses, and arms, to have commenced operations, The court has seen, in part, what embarrass- 
ments kept me there no less than fifteen days. 

The 22d of February I received, through General Clinch, the letter= to him from General Gaines, 
dated at New Orleans the 2d of the same month, proposing a plan of co-operation between the two 
generals, which letter confirmed the previous rumor that a large force was to be expected at Tampa Bay 
from New Orleans; and to this letter there is a postscript» by Governor Eaton, saying that a battalion of 
250 Floridians would sail in a few days from St. Mark’s for the same destination. To prevent too great a 
concentration of troops at Tampa, I instantly, by express, desired Governor Schley to keep at home the 
second battalion of Georgia foot that was about to proceed by the Chattahoochee, Apalachicola, and the 
Gulf, to that point. Fortunately my letter reached his excellency just in time to prevent the movement. 
That battalion was discharged; and, but that it was too late, I should have taken a similar step in respect 
to the Alabama regiment which Colonel Lindsay had received my instructions to raise and to conduct 
to Tampa. 

To show the apprehensions which General Gaines’s letter excited in me at the time, and the temper 
in which I spoke of his movement, I beg leave, Mr. President, to embody an extract of my letter§ to 
General Clinch, dated the 25th of February: 

“The movement from New Orleans, although highly worthy of praise, under the circumstances, [the 
massacre of Dade’s detachment, and General Gaines’s necessary ignorance of the measures of govern- 


* May 17. I wrote to Governor Call: “I will beg your excellency to urge upon Commodore Dallas the importance of keep- 
ing the revenue cutters and the smaller United States vessels constantly cruising around Florida to prevent the escape of captured 
slaves, and to prevent the Indians from receiving arms and ammunition from traders.” 

t+ Docs. Nos. 6, 8, 9, and 10. t Doc. No. 48. § Doe. No. 58. 
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ment,] may, if it should lead to a premature advance from Tampa, be productive of a result the most 
unfavorable. If the advance, for example, should fail to crush the enemy and terminate the war—and 
without mounted men I suppose such result can scarcely be hoped for—the enemy may be scattered and 
put upon his retreat to the southeast. To follow him in such retreat might be almost impracticable and 
to prevent the escape In that direction Colonel Lindsay has my instructions in detail.” 

The court has seen, Mr. President, how soon those prophetic apprehensions were accomplished! Of 
course, I had not the time to communicate with General Gaines; and Colonel Lindsay, to whom my 
instructions had been addressed, arrived at Tampa after the advance of that general. : 

The very next day after the above was written, and whilst I was in the act of reporting * to the 
adjutant general, for the information of government, among other difficulties, the means I was devising 
for sending further supplics to Fort Drane, I received from General Clinch a letter > enclosing onet 
from General Gaines, showing that the latter was actually at Fort King on the 22d, where he arrived 
without sabsistence, and instantly, as General Clinch reported in his letter, called for “ nearly all” the 
provisions at Fort Drane, intending with that supply to return to Tampa across the Withlacoochee, near 
the battle ground of the 8lst of December! I shall, in the sequel, notice the evidence which shows that 
General Gaines knew at Pensacola that Thad been ordered to Florida, and that he learned § of General 
Clinch, before leaving Fort King, that I was soon expected, and with large reinforcements. 

Before the receipt of those despatches I knew that there were at Fort Drane about 20,000 rations for 
men; and expecting to send thither and to Fort King in a few days, by wagons and boats, (through the 
Ocklawaha,) two or three times as many rations, 1 had, on the 24th, put Major Cooper’s battalion of 
Georgia foot in march to join General Clinch, intending tu follow with the first company of mounted men 
that might arrive, and one was then daily expected. Those means of land and water transportation not 
being as yet at hand, all hope of early operations was now frustrated, and I was obliged to recall || 
Major Cooper’s battalion, then distant two days’ march over a wretched road, as it was easy to subsist 
the battalion on the St. John’s, and infinitely difficult to do so at Fort Drane. 7 

The same embarrassment (the arrival of the troops at Fort King from Tampa) caused me to issue 
the Order No. 4,4) and to write the letters** of February 26 and March 1 to General Clinch. He, 
however, had no means of sending either of those papers to General Gaines, who, I think, had marched 
from Fort King (20 miles from Fort Drane) on the 25th of February. 

March 2d + I learned, with great distress, that the Ocklawaha could not be used for transporting 
supplies. From a few months’ disuse, this narrow, crooked, and shoaly river had become obstructed by 
fallen timber, and the Indians had, at Payne’s Landing, near Fort King, destroyed the peculiar boats 
expressly constructed for that navigation. We were now reduced to the necessity of using only land 
transportation for about seventy tons of supplies, and over bad roads, and I had not ordered all the wagons 
and horses which I should have required but for a reliance, to some extent, on that river. 

A summary of my embarrassments, in respect to the means of transportation, the court will find in 
the fifth paragraph of my letter }} to the adjutant general, dated March 9. Of the ten or fifteen wagons 
therein mentioned, and which I learned officially at Savannah were ordered to be shipped from Baltimore 
by the quartermaster general in January, it seems, by the deposition of Captain Dimmock, that two of 
them had reached Florida in February, six about the 11th of March, and two reached Savannah about the 
4th of May. §$ 

As early as the 26th of February I had, however, requested |||| General Clinch to send down all the 
means of land transportation he could command, The train sent arrived at the point opposite to Picolata 
on the 2d of Mareh;f was loaded with about sixteen thousand rations, and other essential supplies, and 
despatched for Fort Drane the 6th. The delay in this operation was caused by the width of the river and 
the violence of a long storm, which rendered it hazardous, and a part of the time impracticable, to pass 
over the supplies to the wagons. The train was slightly augmented £ by wagons and horses, which had 
arrived principally from Charleston, va St. Augustine, 

As a proof of the extreme tempestuousness of the weather, Major Gates, with a battalion of three 
companies of regulars, was at this time more than eight days *** in coming from Savannah to Picolata in 
a good steamer, which ordinarily made the trip in less than three days. 

A company (Kenan’s) of Georgia mounted men arrived opposite to Picolata on the 26th of February. 
With this company I had intended © to march immediately to Fort Drane; but, with the exception of its 
gallant captain, Second Lieutenant Huson, and, I think, nineteen men, it refused to be mustered into the 
service of the United States, and returned home. Four other companies of this, first, battalion of Georgia 
horse arrived about a week later. One of them, (Allen’s,) with the exception of two or three privates, 
followed the example of Kenan’s company. Dougilass’s, Malone’s, and Sweeney’s, from the first, showed 
better dispositions. These only I was enabled to see, having, at the hazard of life, crossed the river in 
the storm for the purpose; when, after a short harangue, every man came under the rules and articles of 
war with loud cheers. The well-disposed men, both of Kenan’s and Allen’s, generally joined those com- 
panies which entered the service; and it is due to the disaffected of Kenan’s to say that, having seen 
their error, every man, I believe, nobly served in the subsequent campaign, (against the Creeks,) under 
Captain Gaither. It is probable that many of Allen’s men did the same. 

The 2d of March I received, through General Clinch, General Gaines’s letter t+} to him, dated the 
29th of February; and not another word did I hear of the troops with the latter general till the 9th of 
March. During this interval, nay, from his arrival at Fort King, the state of my mind, or cenerally my 
embarrassments, may be inferred from the efforts to hasten{{{ the train loaded with subsistence, and 
from ny orders and correspondence, which are in evidence, on the subject of General Gaines’s movement. 

The 26th of February §§§ I wrote to General Clinch: “I have heard, with equal astomshment and 
regret, that Major General Gaines, without reference to my movements—perhaps in ignorance, possibly 


in defiance of them—shovid have made a premature movement from Tampa Bay; and having arrived 


within twenty miles of Fort Drane, should have called for nearly three-fourths of the subsistence in 


a 


deposit at that place, and on which I had relied for the movement of the right wing in concert wit? ae 


* Letter of Feb. 26, Doc. No. 47 tt Doe. No. 52. “ Letter to adjutant general, ° March 2 
+ Dated Feb. 24, Doc. No. 50. tt Doe. No. 71. Doc. No. 52. aren 4, 
t Dated Feb. 22, Doc. No 49. §§ Deposition of Captain Dimmock. =" Letter to adjutant gear 1. March 6 
§ Clinch’s answers to interrogatories. ||| Doe No. 59. Doc. No. 63. ral, Marca v, 


| ttt Doe. No. 63. 
ttf Testimony of Cape. 
SSS Doc. No. 59. ey an Buren. 


|| Order No. 5, Doe. No. 56. 
{| Doc. No. 55. 
** Docs. Nos. 59 and 60. 
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other parts of = army.” * * * * “Toremedy this unexpected embarrassment, I send you two copies 
of Orders No. 4, one of which you will despateh to the commander of the detachment from Fort Brooke, 
[Tampa Bay,] whoever he may be, with all spee d, sud limit the subsistence called for from Fort Drane 
according to the intention of those orders.” * # “Major General Gaines, I presume, will have 
heard of the order which ought to take him to the Mexican frontier. If he should prefer to remain, he 
must obey my orders.” 

Orders No. 4,* of the same date, direct that General Gaines’s detachment should remain at Fort 
King until further orders; that current subsistence only should be issued to the detac'iment; direct that 
the peculiar boats believed to be at Payne’s Landing should be sent to Picolata (or to meet a steamer at 
the mouth of the Ocklawaha) to receive subsistence. If the boats could not be sent, the troops were to 
march without delay to Volusia, on the St. John’s, whither twenty thousand rations were about to go up 
in a steamer. And the detachment was enjoined not to attempt any effensive movement, except so far as 
might be necessary to carry into execution those, my orders 

~ March 1f I again wrote to General Clinch: “I regret, in every point of view, the premature and 
unauthorized movement from Tampa Bay by that general, [ Gaines, ] and the very awkward and responsible 
position he has placed himsclf in by his subsequent mare h from Fort King.” * * * * “Jn any event, 
the responsibility of his movement and actual position is his own, for he must have known as early as the 
10th ultimo, if not before, that 1 had been charged with the general direction of the war in Florida, and 


that by interfering he constituted himself an interloper. Even if you had sufficient stores and means of 


transportation, I should command you to send no subsistence to him—unless to prevent starvation; but 
you have neither. Let him, therefore, in time extricate himself from the embarrassment he has placed 
himself in, by marching upon Volusia, where I have no reason to doubt that twenty thousand rations, 
sent hence on the 27th ul(imo, have safely arrived. As he appears to have his retreat open to him, or is 
in no peril to prevent his taking that step, you of course will make no detachment to join him.” 

This letter is an answer to one received by express, and which enclosed General Gaines’s communication 
to General Clinch, dated February 28. 

In a third letter§ that I caused to be addressed to General Clinch, March 2, he was told: “If Major 
General Gaines should fall back upon Fort King or Drane, it is presumed that he will proceed to execute 
the orders of the government, which will carry him to another quarter. In that event, you will be the 
senior officer; and I am instructed by Major General Scott to say that you are at liberty to detain the 
troops from Fort Brooke [Tampa] at either of the forts mentioned—Drane and King. Subsistence will 
reach you in five or six days.” 

A fourth letter|! on this subject (in part) was addressed by me to General Clinch, dated March 4, 
in which it is said: 

“T still presume that Major General Gaines will be obliged to fall back upen Fort Drane, which 
increases my anxiety to send the wagons, with some additions, loaded. I would prefer much that the 
force brought with him were back at Tampa Bay, or rather that it had not marched from that place, pro- 
vided that the movement fails to crush the enemy or to terminate the war. The worst result, next to the 
loss of that fine body of men, or a third of it, would be the mere success of driving the enemy into the 
lower country, where I suppose it would be almost impossible for us to follow; I mean below the waters 
of Charlotte harbor. Hence my indignation that an isolated attack should have been made from your 
vicinity well calculated to produce that result, and at a time when you knew, and Major General Gaines 
must have known through you, (and before) that my plan, with ample means, was to move simulta- 
neously upon the Withlacoochee in three colaumns—from Tampa Bay, the upper crossing on the Ocklawaha, 
and Fort Drane—so as to make it impossible for the enemy to escape to the lower country.” 

“T have not yet supposed that Major General Gaines has not his retreat upon Fort Drane or King 
perfectly in his power. On account of subsistence, if he can cut his way through the enemy to Tampa 
Bay, I much prefer that his force were there; and when I wished him to march or send that force to Volusia, 
it was because it could be infinitely more easily subsisted there than at Fort Drane. Should he, however, 
be in any difficulty in operating a retreat from the Withlacoochee, I certainly wish you to afford him any 
succor that the slender means within your reach may allow; and this, doubtless, you would render with- 
out any special permission to that effect. If the force return to Fort Drane or King, it must be sub- 
sisted for at least five or six di LYS S upon t means derived from this place, [Picolata;] and hence I now preter 
that it should become a part of the right wing [General Clinch’s comm: vid | rather than take that quantity 
of subsistence [from you] and march back to T ampa Bay.” 

And, finally, I caused a fifth letter** to be written to General Clinch, March 6, in which will be 
found this paragraph: 

“ Major General Scott is exceedingly anxious to hear the result of the operations on the Withlacoochee. 
The last intelligence from that quarter (through you) was only to the 29th ultimo.” 

My reports on the same subject, addressed to the adjutant general, for the information of government, 
dated at Picolata, the 26th of February, the 28th, (notes on my Order No. 4,) March 2 and 6, are to the 
same effect—all showing the embarrassments and delay which the isolated movement from Tampa upon 
Fort King and the Withlacoochee caused in my plan of combined operations. 

In the notestf of the 28th February, after recapitulating many of the facts already brought into 
review among them, the arrival of General Gaines at Fort King with 1,140¢{ men, without bringing 
more rations than sufficed for his march, although he came from Tampa, where the amount of subsistence 
was great. After noticing his having drawn from Fort Drane nearly all the food for men collected there, 
together with the bagcage train necessary to transport that subsistence to him at Fort King, and which 
train in the whole had been required at Picolata to take further supplies to Fort Drane, the point the 
most difficult to supply in or about the whole theatre of operations, I add: 

“Tt will be seen from the foregoing that, to re-establish my plan of campaign, viz: to move simul- 
taneously from Fort Drane (or Fort King) from Volusia and 'lampa—say about the 8th of March—the 
great difficulty will be to send supplies for the right wing [Clinch’s command;]} and the bad road from 
Picolata to Fort Drane, 65 miles, has, by a heavy rain which has now been falling for 46 hours, been 
rendered infinitely worse.” 

In the report of the 2d of March to the adjutant general, I said: 


© Doc. No. 54. Doc. No. 60. _{ Doc. No. 62. § Doc. No. 64. || Doc. No. 69. Clinch’s answers to interrogatories. 
** Doc. No. 70. tt Doc. No. 55. tt Captain McCall’s requisition for subsistence, Hiieasch No. dl. 
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“By reference to the map it will be seen that, even if Major General Gaines could succeed in aie 
the enemy from the Withlacvochee, there is no force to prevent the retreat below Charlotte harbor, o ie 
any point in the lower [part of the] peninsula. A small guard only was left [by him] at Tampa; € Gilead 
Lindsay will not be in position in time, and Brigadier General Eustis cannot cross the Ocklawaha earlier 
than the 13th or 15th instant. The retreat, it will be seen, is therefore open to the Indians. In this point 
of view, then, it would be bette: for the public interests th: it the Indians should drive Major General 
Gaines than that he should drive them. The war, in fact, would be forwarded by his being forced back 
upon Forts Drane and King. In truth, according to his own showing, he ought to have fallen back on 
the evening of the 28th or the morning of the 29th* [of February.] The lives which he has lost have 
promoted no end: he must, I think, still fall back, and 1 wish to heaven that it may be without further loss. 
srigadier General Clinch, from his present want of wagons, can send him no on ient aid, aud the wagons 

sannot be back [from P ieolk ata] in four or five days Te the force with Major General Gaines were now 
back at Tampa Bay, it would be in its true position; but he cannot re treat thither; for it will be seen by 
his letters [encl sed | that he has not the means of passing the river {Withk vcoochee. ] He found the 
enemy where all my arrangements presumed the enemy would be found, and in the position the most 
favorable to us.” 

And, on the 6th of March, I again write to the adjutant general on the same subject, thus: 

“ No intelligence has been received of the movements of Major General Gaines of a later date than 
his letter of the 29th ultimo, a copy of which has been forwarded, He cannot, therefore, have fallen back 
upon either Fort Drane or hing, or have marched upon Volusia. In either case I should, doubtless, have 
received a further report of him from Brigadier General Clinch. It may then be hoped that he has beaten 
the enemy, or at least has succeeded in effecting his return to Tampa Bay. In this state of doubt and 
anxiety [ know not how long I may have to remain; yet it is important that I should speedily learn what 
has become of his column, and particularly whether the position and numbers of the enemy have beea 
materially changed by its operations. 

“T send no more troops, for the present, to Fort Drane, on account of the difficulty of subsisting 
them there. If Major General Gaines shall not fall back on that point, it will be indispensable to wait 
for Captain Wharton [with his company of United States dragoons.} In the meantime, it is easy to sub- 
sist the forces here and at Garey’s Ferry,’ 

On the 9th of March I reported+ to Washington as follows: 

“T have just set out for Fort Drane, via Garey’ s Ferry, on Black creek, [ just established as an army 
depot, | with two companies of regulars, [foot,] and intending to take with me, from the latter place, the 
small battalion of mounted Georgians (heretofore mentioned) under the command of Major Douglass. 
Lieutenant Colonel Bankhead is at the head of the first detachment, and ger two together may make a 
total of about 240; but even this smail force may be important to rescue{ Major General Gaines.” 

“J had not received the slightest information of the operations on the W ithlacoochee (official or other- 
wise) of a later date than the 29th u/timo, up to this morning, and had concluded that he had effected his 
inarch, with more or less success against the enemy, upon Tampa Bay, when, at daylight, the steamer 
that I am now in arrived and brought the rumor, which is confirmed by the two accompanying notes§ 
from Paymaster Lytle, received about six hours afterwards. On the reception of the rumor I immediately 
commenced preparations for this movement; but being delayed by the necessity of unlading and relading 
the boat, Iam now at anchor at the mouth of Black creek. I hope to put the troops in march from 
Garey’s Ferry carly in the day of to-morrow, and to reach Fort Drane with a small escort the day following. 
It is possible that even these little detachments of horse and foot may reach the Withlacoochee in time to 
render a valuable service.” 

The parts of Major Lytle’s notes relative to this subject are—on the 5th of March he writes to me— 
“T have been directed by General Clinch to inform you that your communication of yesterday’s date 
reached him at this place, [Fort Drane,] after he had mounted his horse and was on the move, with the 
forces under his command, to escort supplies to General Gaines.” * . ” * * “ Colonel 
Gadsden arrived here from Tallahassce on the 4th, yesterday, and accompanied General Clinch this 
morning to the Withlacoochee.” And Major Lytle says, on the 8th, “ by direction of General Clinch, I 
opened your communication of the 6th instant, which arrived late last night in advance of the wagons, 
[from Picolata, loaded with subsistence, &c.] You will perceive, by my letter of the 5th, that General 
Clinch, with all the forces at this post, and 100 mounted men from the vicinity, had left for the Withla- 
coochee to escort a small supply of cattle, ammunition, &c., to General Gaines, havi ing received, the night 
before, a third ex ‘press from that officer. No word has been received from either of those generals since 
the 5th.” a * a . ‘N, B.—The amount of General Gaines’s last express to General 
Clinch, dated the 3d instant, was merely copies of his previous letters, with a note, stating that the 
Indians were still around him; but little or no fighting had taken place since his last communication”— 
that, it is presumed, of the 28th of February. 

I beg the court to observe that those two notes of Major Lytle, as has been shown in evidence, 
reached me “at the same moment,”|| at Picolata, about meridian, on the 9th of March. 

I shall proceed to give further extracts from my report to the adjutant general, of the same date— 
March 9: 

“Tam aware that the movement I am making may be condemned, if regarded in any other light than 
a rescue,{/ as premature. Colonel Goodwyn’s mount ed regiment [of South Carolini: ins | only arrived at 
St. Augustine last night or this morning, ‘and conse que ntly the left wing [General E ustis’s comm: ind | 
cannot be in force on the Ocklawaha, in the direction of Pelaklikaha, earlier than the 17th, or wp with the 
enemy before the 20th instant.  ¢ ‘lone! Lindsay, who may have alre ady arrived at Tampa Bay, cannot 
operate more than two days’ narch from that pl: ice, from the want of means of transport: ition—Major 
General Gaines having 1% aken aw ay the horses which were there; and the basis of the right wing [Clinch’s 
command] is merged in the force brought by that general [Gaines] into the field, and must participate 
in his success or failure. If it falls back with him on Fort Drane it must suffer great loss; and if it 
follow him to Tampa Bay it [the basis of the right wing} will be wholly out of position. 

“Tn this, and even a preider state of uncertainty, T have been held since the 26th ultimo. The day 


* See his letters of those dates, documents Nos. 62 and 63. t Doc. No. 7 
t See testimony of Captain Van Buren. § Doc. aay 
{ Indorsement of Lieutenant Van Buren, aide-de-camp, &c 

€ Colonel Gadsden’s deposition and Captain Van Buren’s testimony. 
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after I ordered back Major Cooper’s ’s battalion of Georgia foot, to prevent starvation at Fort Drane; and 
though daily, from that time, in the expectation of receiving from Savannah horses and serviceable 
Wagons, not one has arriv ed. The quantity of subsistence “that will be at Fort Drane, say to-morrow, 
will only be that sent from Picvolata on the 6th instant, viz: 17,497 rations of bread and flour; 11,000 
rations of pork, (with beef cattle in the ne iohborhood;) 8,000 rations of beans; some coffee, vinegar, 
&e. And the troops now about to proceed, [with me,] perhaps as far as the Withlacvochee,* will not 
have the means of taking with them rations for more than six days [extra.] 

“T beg leave to rec: ipitnl: ite the causes of my great deficiency in means of transportation: 1. The 
wagons and horses which I knew Brigadier Ge ‘neral Clinch to possess, carly in Februkry, have been more 
broken down by hard service and bad roads than I had expected to find them; 2. I had, upon what was 
considered in Georgia, and even at eges the best information, confidently relied upon the use of the 
Ocklawaha, as late as the 2d instant; No bacon has arrived, and the difference between it and pork, 
including wood and brine, is fifty per aie against the latter; 4. The [two-] horse wagons purchased at 
Charleston and Augusta, by Assistant Quartermasters L’Engle and Peyton,f are generally poor, and 
many of them unserviceable; 5. The ten wagons actually bee owe to have been shipped at Baltimore, in, 
I think, the Arctic, with Major Gates, were all left behind; 6. Of the 19,000 rations known to be at Fort 
Drane, about the 25th ultimo, nearly the whole have been ai awn by a force not expe cted by the govern- 
ment or myself to appear in that quarter; and 7. Not a horse for the baggage-train, left by me at Savan- 
nah, or which I have since ordered te » be purch: Use d by Assistant Qui urtermaster Dimmoe k, has arrived in 
F lorid: Ve “i * ** * * k * * 

as Facies have been left behind me to wait forward rations, should the means of transportation 
arrive in time, and the troops already in the neighborhood of Picolata—Major Cooper’s and the remaining 
company of Major Gates’s battalions. I have also desired Brigadier General Eustis to order to Fort 
Drane two companies of Colonel Goodwyn’s regiment, and a further order will go back in this boat to 
Lieutenant Dimmock on the subject of horses and wagons. 

“Some rifles and the tents arrived this morning at Picolata; but Colonel Goodwyn’s regiment had 
marched through six or eight storms without cover, and now all companies in march are to be reduced to 
three tents each.” 

The following is the postscript to the foregoing report : 

“Please remark that in his letter to Brigadier General Clinch, dated at New Orleans the 2d u/timo,§ 
Major General Gaines speaks of ‘an efficient co-operation;’ promises to be ‘in readiness’ at Tampa Bay 
‘by the 8th of the present month [February] to form a junction at or near that place with your command 
whenever, and as soon as, in your judgment, your force shall be sufficient to justify the movement,’ and 
concluded by saying ‘a sufficient quantity of ammunition and provisions have been transported to Fort 
Brooke [Tampa] fo divide with you until further supplies are received’ Yet he did not wait till the 
brigadier gave notice that he was in ‘force’—came to Fort King and swept nearly the whole of the sub- 
sistence collected at Fort Drane. A copy of that letter is in your office, and I now enclose one from 
Governor Eaton,|| from which it will appear that Major Gener: il Gaines knew at T: ampa Bay, about the 
14th ultimo, that I had been charged with the direction of this war. He first heard this at Pensacol: a, and 
received Governor Eaton’s mney 8 itch at T ampa, as I can esti tblish ; hence his haste and neglect of the 
assurances given to Brigadier General Clinch, his isolated attack,” &c. 

Mr. Present: I am not, nor desire to be, the prosecutor or ‘accuser of Major General Gaines, either 
before this or any other court, nor before the public. In respect to the latter tribunal, I have not pub- 
lished, nor caused to be published, a word against any human being whatever, or even a word in self: 
defence, since, at the latest, I was ordered to Florida, unless, indeed, two simple notes of explanation may 
be regarded as exceptions. The first, in May last, on the subject of a term hastily, and I may say acci- 
dentally, applied by me in an official report to the volunteers I then had the honor to command ; and _ the 


second, written for publication within a few days past, repudiating certain language which I saw myself 


reported as having applied, before this court, to a high political functionary. If many of my official 
reports, written in the field and transmitted for information of the government, have, at Washington, 
been printed in whole or in part, the act was done in every instance without my knowledge, or the expres- 
sion of the slightest wish to that effect on my part. The officers of my staff, sir, so far as I know or 
have seen, have been equally silent. 

And what outrages have I not suffered from the publications of others during this period of silence ? 
I shall speak in this place only of Major General Gaines. I complain not that he and his staff should 
occasionally fill up a column or two of the newspapers in praise of the hero of Camp Izard ; but what 
right or justice was there in the outbreaks against me on the part of that chief on the Withlacoochee, 
at Tallahassee, Mobile, and I know not at how many other places ? All these effusions of spleen, whether 
in the form of orders, speeches, or letters, have been carefully obtruded upon the public. I have heard 
of many of those melancholy exhibitions, but have only read one—the order of the 9th of March, turning 
over the command of the troops on the Withlacoochee to Brigadier General Clinch. It is, without any 
immediate agency of mine, in evidence before this court. In that paper I am _ very facetiously denomi- 
nated ‘the officer charged with the diplomatic arrangements of the War Department,” approaching, as it 
is obliquely intimated, only to receive the formal surrender of that enemy whom he had, without a sortie, 
most strangely, but happily, conquered or subdued 

It has been seen, Mr. President, in every form, that this was a slight misapprehension to which the 
enemy was by no means a party, and that no military or diplomatic blunder of mine was necessary to 
resuscitate a war that had not then, nor has yet been terminated. It would be superfluous to quote the 
evidence—it abounds on the records of this court, and, what is worse, it yet abounds in unhappy Florida. 

The judge advocate has read in evidence, furnished for the purpose by the War Department, the 
official reports written by me at the time for the information of government, in several of which Major 
General Gaines’s movements are mentioned, Those particular reports, in common with the others, it was 
my right and duty to make, being charged at the time, by seniority in commission and special assign- 
ment, with the chief direc tion of the war against the Seminole Indians. Several passages of that part 
of the testimony have already been embodied in this summary to show how far I was, in my plans and 


*Colonel Gadsden’s depositions and the testimony of Captain Van Buren 

Though bad, it has since been ascertained that better two-horse wagons could not be purchased at those places. 
{Some soon arrived. The storm and the want of sufficient steamers delayed Captain Dimmock. 

§ Doc. No. 48. | Dated February 24, Doc. No. 73. "Doc. No. 78. 
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operations, hindered, crippled, or defeated by the movements of that general, Without departing from 
the strict line of defence that I have prescribed to myself, and which no doubt this court would otherwise 
have imposed, it remains for me to show that Major General Gaines, in his operations in Florida, so far 
as they embarrassed mine, constituted himself an intruder—that is, that he came into the field in his own 
wrong. 
It has been seen, Mr. President, in what terms of praise (in my letter* to General Clinch of the 25th 
of Febrtary) I bore my humble testimony to General Gaines’s movement from New Orleans, provided 
that, in violation of his express assurance previously given to Clinch, that he would wait for a junction 
with him at or near Tampa, it did not lead to a premature advance into the interior ; but I then did not 
know the fact, so clearly disclosed in Captain McCall’s letter,f republished in The Army and Navy 
Chronicle, (whole number 84,) which has been verified, and is now in evidence. 

Captain McCall was, at the time, with General Gaines, and his acting assistant adjutant general. 
He says, in his letter, that “on the route, and within two days’ march (by steam) of the Indian borders, 
he [General Gaines] received a notification that General Scott had been ordered to repair from the city 
of Washington to Florida, ‘and to take command of the troops operating against the Indians in that 
quarter. At the same time he [General Gaines] was informed that ‘the state of affairs west of the 
Mississippi might soon require his attention, if not his presence in that quarter,’ and he was directed to 
await further orders in the city of New Orleans.” 

The point at “two days’ march by steam” from Tampa Bay, was evidently Pensacola, where we 
know, by Governor Eaton’s letter, above noticed, (incidentally,) that General Gaines touched on his way 
from New Orleans to Tampa Bay. 

But the captain argues, in the same letter, and no doubt after General Gaines, that had the latter “obeyed 
the order, [received at Pensacola,} and, by so doing, left General Clinch in expectation of a promised 
co-operation, to extricate himself as he could from any difficulty into which the failure, on the part of 
General Gaines, in preconcerted movements, might, peradventure, have thrown him,” (Clinch,) “it is 
difficult to say whether the historian would have approved or condemned” General Gaines. But we have 
seen (and | have probably already assigned the true motive) that the “promised co-operation” and 
“preconcerted movements,” commencing with “a junction at or near” Tampa, was not observed by 
General Gaines, 

The captain’s letter continues: “ And, without General Gaines, the volunteers, [the Louisiana regi- 
ment,| his principal force, were unwilling to proceed; for, before they left New Orleans, he had pledged 
himself to accompany them whithersoever they went, and to stand by them,” &c. These again are 
evidently General Gaines’s own pretexts for his intrusion. 

First, the unwillingness of the Louisiana regiment to proceed without General Gaines lo command it. 

Finding at this place Captain Thistle, who commanded a company in that corps, in Florida, from 
some day in February to the end of its term of service, I caused him to be summoned as a witness, and 
to be interrogated on this point. ‘To my (third) question he answered: “ For my part, when | was raising 
the men for my company I did not know there was such a man as General Gaines in the country. Colonel 
Smith and [Lieutenant] Colonel Lawson, I understood, were to command. I speak only in reference to 
my own Company—my own officers and men. When at Pensacola I never heard anything of the kind 
mentioned, nor did I ever hear there that General Gaines was about to leave us. When we got acquainted 
with General Gaines, the officers and men were well pleased with him.” 

“Question 4. Did your regiment, as far as you know, obey with equal cheerfulness every officer of 
superior rank, whether of the regulars or volunteers ¢ 

“ Answer. They did so. 1 never heard the least murmur, either among: the officers or men, nor the 
first word of dispute; they were always ready to obey orders, both with the regulars and volunteers, 
from all officers placed over them.” 

The same disposition on the part of the regiment may be inferred from the letter of its commander, 
Colonel Smith, to Captain Shannon, dated at Fort King, February 25, In this the writer says: 

“T find it is General Gaines’s intention to go down to Tampa Bay, by the scene of General Clinch’s 
fight, and then to quit Florida. I would wish you to say to General Scott that if he thinks my regiment 
can be of use to his operations, | would rather remain with it in Florida than go back without having 
seen a fight; though, to tell the truth, | would rather have the fight before the grand army comes up. I 
would like, therefore, before we can be shipped back from Tampa Bay, to be ordered on some active duty 
by General Scott.” (Colonel Smith has been summoned as a witness, at my instance, but has not arrived.) 

Who, Mr. President, would infer, from the spirit of this excellent letter, that the patriotic Louisiana 
regiment was a body of vassals who only owed allegiance or service to a particular chief; or, rather, who 
would not affirm that it continued in the field to the last moment, and, in the language of Captain Thistle, 
“always ready to obey orders, with regulars and volunteers, from all officers placed over them?” (The 
deposition of Mr. Dyer, then quartermaster and commissary of the Louisiana regiment, strongly supports 
what is said under this and the next head.) 

The other pretext, as we learn from Captain McCall’s letter, is: General Gaines had pledged himself to 
accompany the Louisiana regiment, &c. 

It seeins, from Captain Thistle’s testimony, that this corps was raised in part, and that arrangements 
were made to complete it (no doubt by his excellency Governor White) as soon as the news of the mas- 
sacre of Major Dade had reached New Orleans, and before it was known that General Gaines was in that 
part of the country. Colonel Smith’s letter equally excludes the idea of a pledge. He speaks of General 
Gaines’s intention of returning to Tampa, and thence embarking for New Orieans, and the wish of himself 
and regiment to remain. The pledge, therefore, seems to have been a mere gratuitous flourish, made 
without any moving consideration, without acceptance, and without being known or remembered in the 
regiment. The troops, both regulars and volunteers, might very well have proceeded from Pensacola to 
Tampa Bay under Colonel Smith, who was fully qualified to direct and command them. In this way, sir, 
I show that General Gaines came upon the theatre of operations as an intruder, and in his own wrong. 

In my reportt of March 14 I said, for the information of government, that “I have every reason 
to hope that the enemy remains nearly in the same position as before the isolated, and therefore false, 
movement of Major General Gaines.” An adroit and faithful negro spy, the same who had “been sent 
over the river ”§ by General Gaines for a like purpose, was again despatched to ascertain the correctness 
of the impression so reported, but this spy never returned. We afterwards learned that he fell under 
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suspicion and was confined. The impression, however, was universal in the right wing, (with which I 
marched, ) up to its passage of the Withlacoochee, as is stated by Captain Thraston, the very intelligent 
chief of General Clinch’s staff. This witness says: “I did not entertain a doubt myself that the enemy 
was still concentrated about the Withlacoochee, where J believed, and think it was the impression of 
others who had the best opportunities of information, that the women and children were then placed by 
the enemy for security; that they would defend the passage of the river with all their force, as they had 
done when threatened by General Gaines,” [and, it might have been added, when previously approached 
by General Clinch, December 31.] “I heard no other supposition than that there we should be resisted, 
and that there the principal battle would be fought. That impression continued with me and others, and, 
I believe, generally throughout the wing, until our advance had landed on the opposite bank. I will 
mention, in support of this opinion, the fact that one of our men [a black wagoner] was cut off by a 
small party of Indians, said to be five, within eight miles of Fort Drane, on our first day’s march.” 

According to my report*® dated the 12th of April, and the testimony of Captain Thruston, General 
Clinch’s column, with which I marched to Tampa, passed the Withlacoochee (that stopped General Gaines) 
with but little molestation; that we entered and scoured the cove, the enemy’s strongest hold, tu its head, 
as we believed at the moment, and without encountering a force of more than 130, Indeed, in the whole 
period of my operations, as may be seen by the written reports made to me by Clincao,f Eustis,f and 
Lindsay,§ and of mine to Washington,|| neither of those principal commanders, under me, at any time met 
with a larger body of the enemy at any one place—that which attacked Colonel Lindsay’s coluntn on its 
last return to Tampa Bay excepted, and which was estimated at about three hundred. By the term 
principal commanders, just used, I of course do not mean to include the officers who respectively com- 
manded the two small posts established in the interior, denominated Forts Alabama and Cooper. These, 
from the enemy’s perfect knowledge of his own most difficult country, and his consequent facilities of 
concentration, were reported to have been repeatedly attacked, and by several hundreds each time. 

It has been further shown in evidence that the many columns and detachments under my orders 
traversed an immense space in a short period, and visited many of the enemy’s favorite haunts and 
strongest holds, and I now read this passage from my report to Washington of the 80th of April: 

‘“T am more than ever persuaded that the whole force of the enemy, including the negroes, does not 
exceed 1,200 fighting men. It is probably something less. Of that force I am equally contident that not 
500 have, at any time since the commencement of hostilities, been brought within the same ten miles 
square. In all our operations within the last thirty days, [known to me,] we have not found a party of 
probably more than 180; but parties of from ten to thirty have been encountered almost everywhere. No 
Indian woman, child, or negro, nor the trace of one, has been seen in that time. Those non-combatants, 
it has been evident to us all, have been removed beyond the theatre of our operations. They were, no 
doubt, even while the parley was going on with General Gaines, on the Tth of March, moving off to the 
southeast beyond Pease creek and Lake Tohopkelika, and in that almost inaccessible region they are 
now concealed. That officer, it is said, caused Powell and his chiefs to be informed, by way of inducing 
them to accept the Withlacoochee as a temporary boundary, that large armies were approaching which 
would fill up the Indian country and crush everything in the way. The wily chiefs profited by the infor- 
mation, sent off their families, and dispersed their warriors into small parties. In this way Powell 
expects to make good his threat, viz: that he would protract the war to three years.” 

Except on the suppositions of this extract, how was I, Mr. President, to account for our not finding, 
three weeks after General Gaines, any considerable body of the enemy ? He supposed himself to have been 
surrounded in his breastwork with his 1,000 or 1,100 men, by 1,200 or 1,500 warriors. What had become 
of them? He certainly killed but few, and captured not one. Whence, then, the subsequent dispersion ? 
My supposition is rendered more than probable by Captain Hitchcock’s letter to the honorable Mr. Lyon, 
member of Congress, dated Fort Drane, March 11, 1836, since published, and now in evidence.{ In this 
letter the captain says “a staff officer” (himself) was at Fort Izard, sent out by General Gaines to hold 
a parley or negotiation with the hostile chiefs, “and in the plainest language to tell them the exact truth 
as to the force ordered into the country to subdue them; that additional force was expected every day; 
that the time was near when every Indian found with a rifle in his hand would be shot down, This was 
communicated with such explanations as were deemed necessary to give it force,” &e. 

And what, sir, were the objects of that parley, or “diplomatic” transaction? It seems, according to 
the published letters of Captains Hitchcock and McCall, “that the Indians did not wish to fight any more, 
but they wanted him [General Gaines] to retire from the Withlacoochee;” and in the general narrative 
of Captain Thistle, commenced under a question put by the court, this witness said; “ Captain Hitchcock 
and other officers (Adjutant Barrow) went out and held a conversation with them |the Indians;] they 
inquired particularly as to our situation—whether we had provisions, and whether we had brandy and 
tobacco. They said they could supply us with provisions in abundance; that we could fish on the river 
bank if we chose; and that they would fight no more if they were permitted to keep the opposite side of 
the Withlacoochee, making that river the boundary.” 

Was this the language of a subdued people humbly suing for peace? They had commenced the war 
without owning an acre of ground in Florida. They had ceded every foot. The time had arrived for 
their emigration to the west. Sooner than quit their natal soil they had appealed to arms; they had 
massacred a detachment of a hundred men; they had held their country notwithstanding the gallantry of 
Clinch and his handful of troops on the 31st of December; they had even held General Gaines himself, 
with his strong and excellent column, penned up under their fire from the 27th of February; they had, in 
short, glutted their revenge, conquered the country up to the left bank of the Withlacoochee, gained all 
they wanted, and felt themselves in strength to dictate the terms of peace. Hence the overture to make 
the Withlacoochee the future boundary—to treat on the basis of the wfi posidetis—each party to hold 
what it possessed; and accordingly we find Captain Hitchcock instructed to reply on the part of General 
Gaines, “that if they would engage to cease from all acts of bostility, retire south of the Withlacoochee, 
and promise to attend a council when called upon by the United States commissioners, they should not 
for the present be molested.” Just at this critical moment General Clinch arrived with the needed succor, 
and we hear of no further negotiations ! 

Well, sir, General Gaines now left the theatre of operations. 
Bankhead’s column coming up, and, as the latter has testified, said: ‘You may go on, colonel. 





Near Micanopy he met Colonel 
There is 
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nothing to be done now; it is all finished.” Tis order of the 9th of March, boasting, among “ the important 
objects” he had * accomplished,” that “the principal force of the enemy had been beaten and forced to sue 
for peace,” preceded or accompanied him. His progress towards Tallahassee and Mobile was one 
continued triumph. But, it may be asked, what had all this self-felicitation, and those public gratulations, 
to do with my operations? This, Mr. President, is precisely what Iam about to show. 

It will be remembered that two of the columns, those of Generals Clinch and Eustis, of the army under 
my command, respectively, from Fort Drane and Volusia, arrived at or near Tampa Bay on the 6th and 
5th of April; and the third, or Colonel Lindsay’s column, returned from the interior about the same time. 
All, much harassed and worn by long and fatiguing operations, looked to this great southern depot for 
the supplies and refreshments so greatly needed to enable men and horses to return to the field. To give 
some idea of what we were here doomed to experience, I will recall parts of my official report,* written 
at Tampa the 12th of April, for the information of government, and which letter has been given in evidence 
by the judge advocate. 

“My disappointments on the Gulf have been as great as those experienced on the St. John’s. The 
latter were pretty fully reported at the time,” &e. 

“Please now refer to my joint letter to the quartermaster and the commissary at New Orleans, 
dated at Savannah, February 14, and acknowledged on the 26th of the same month. A copy was 
transmitted to you for the information of the proper departments at Washington. The letter, it will be 
seen, is both specific and urgent. Yet, instead of my finding here about 50,000 rations of hard bread and 
about 90,000 rations of bacon, I found buat 12,740 pounds of the former and 21,600 pounds of the latter! 
Not an additional ration of either has arrived since [ came.” (Both the quartermaster and commissary, 
here alluded to, I have caused to be summoned as witnesses, and neither has appeared. ) 

“Colonel Lindsay,” the report continues, “had required for the use of his column, of the quartermaster 
at New Orleans, a number of wagons and horses, and not one has been sent. Again: the sutler (the 
person next in importance to the quartermaster and the commissary with every army) left this place more 
than a month ago for New Orleans, to bring back with him a large supply of goods for the troops which 
were expected [here.} Those supplies are exceedingly wanted by every officer and min; but the 
quartermaster writes that he hesitates about sending the wagons and liorses; and the sutler, that he 
declines sending his stores, because each has heard of Major General Gaines’s triumphal entry into 
Tallahassee, in consequence of his having finished the war! It is presumed that the commissary at New 
Orleans stopped the shipment of hard bread and bacon for the same reason.” (This presumption is now 

fact, as shown by the testimony of Captain Thistle. Lieutenant Morris, who, at Tampa, had the letter from 
his brother, the sutler, testified before this court to all that I had alleged in respect to the non-arrival of 
sutler’s stores. See, on this point, the testimony of Colonels Lindsay and Bankhead; and for the sufferings 
of both officers and men from the want of shoes, shirts, light garments, and groceries, see the testimony 
of Colonel Lindsay, Mr. De Peyster, and Captain Thistle. In respect to the want and non-arrival of 
wagons and horses at Tampa, see testimony of Colonel Lindsay; the letter§ of Captain Shannon, chief 
quartermaster; the deposition of Mr. Newcomb, late of the army, and quartermaster at Tampa, with the 
letter of the quartermaster at New Orleans to him, annexed.) My report of the 12th of April continues: 

“Captain Green, of the cutter Dallas, was at Tallahassee when Major General Gaines arrived at that 
place. He had been ten days soliciting permission to go and make a survey of the mouth of the Withla- 
coochee. On renewing his application to some one of the territorial government, he was told the war was 
over. We have now to make the survey for the expedition that has been mentioned, {which sailed under 
Major Read the lith or 18th of April.}| These are the new disappointments and vexations I have been 
doomed to experience.” 

This statement, given in the report from memory, has been fully sustained by the testimony of Captain 
Green before this court, with this important addition: the captain would have ascended the river, having 
provided the necessary means. 

But, Mr. President, to a question put by the court General Clinch replied: “Tam of the opinion that 
the movement of Major General Gaines’s command through Florida did not materially affect the operations 
of Major General Scott.” 

Sir, no one entertains a more sincere respect and regard for this most excellent commander and 
citizen than I do, and Tam sure that the whole army regrets his retirement to civil life. His opinion is 
always entitled to great weight, and hence, mainly, the overwhelming facts which I have just embodied, 
and which otherwise I might have left scattered over your voluminous documents and minutes, to be 
remembered or hunted up by the court. 

It is, moreover, evident to me, Mr. President, from the reply to another question also propounded by 
the court, that, on the point of interference with my operations, the sound mind of General Clinch was too 
much influenced, at the moment, by the narrative he had so recently given of the neglects shown him by 
the War Department, prior to the time when I had the misfortune to be ordered to Florida. If his repeated 
calls for troops and supplics, and his wise admonitions on the ¢emper early manifested by the Seminoles 
had received but half the attention due to his position, this still-raging war might never have bursted 
upon the country. Under this ruling idea the witness could see nothing but the imputed errors of the 
War Department. Whilst that was on the throne of his mind, all the subsequent causes of failure in 
sending tne Indians out of Florida sunk into comparative insignificance. Be this as it may, I put, in 
concurrence with the isolated opinion of General Clinch, on the subject of General Gaines’s interference 
with my operations, the great body of facts already detailed, and the opinions of witnesses of no less 
intelligence and respectability. See the deposition of Colonel Gadsden, the chief of my staff, who marched 
with General Clinch to the suceer of General Gaines, and who knew more of Florida and the Seminoles 
than, perhaps, any three individuals with the army; and see the testimony of Colonel Bankhead, who 
marched with me from Picolata to Fort Drane, where he came under the command, and continued with 
General Clinch. The strong opinions expressed on this point by the two colonels, like the opposing one 
given by General Clinch, were all elicited without a question put by me. 

The point which has thus been rather more fully discussed than I had until lately intended, was, 
however, but the second cause of the failure of my operations to send out of Florida the great body o. the 
Seminole Indians, and there were many other causes, besides the first in importance, some of which have 
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already been partially, though but incidentally, developed. It is now my purpose to bring rapidly the 


whole, in the same connexion, under the review of the court. 
Of these causes, many, as will be seen, are closely united, and, in the descending seale, consequent 


upon each other. For these reasons, the analysis and the enumeration will, in some instances, be rather 


difficult. 








1. The lateness of my orders—12 o'clock in the night of January 21, with notice the day before to hold myself } 
in readiness; and the short term of service of the great body of lroops. 


I do not mean to say, Mr. President, that any time was lost by the War Department in putting me in 
motion after the news of Clinch’s affair of December 31, which preceded, at Washington, the account of Dade’s 
Nor shall I stop to discuss the question: Why had not stronger measures 


melancholy fate on the 28th. 


been taken on the receipt of Clinch’s warnings and calls for reinforcements, beginning in January, 1835, 
| and reiterated October 8, October 17, December 9, and December 16, of the same year ?* | 
Well, sir, the court has seen that I was promptly at Augusta, where I completed my calls for volun- { 


teers or drafted men; two regiments from South Carolina, one of horse and one of foot; the same from 
Georgia, and one of foot from Alabama, at 740 men per regiment, making a total of 3,700. A fine spirit 

yas abroad in those States, and great exertions made in each to supply its quota. Yet, from many 
unavoidable causes—the immense spaces to be traversed, and others which I will not stop to enumerate, 
but not one of which can be charged to me—instead of finding myself in force at Picolata and at Tampa 
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Bay as early as February 20, as I had originally flattered myself that I might, 1 arrived in Florida on the 
L 22d, much in advance of three-fifths of those troops. Only the foot of South Carolina and seven companies | 
i of Georgia had preceded me. The Georgia horse began to arrive about the end of the month, the three 


companies before mentioned, and another on March 10, under Captain Nelson, who had made an 
unparalleled march from the northwest corner of Georgia. I ought, in my previous narrative, to have 
stated that this fine company joined at Garey’s Ferry, and added about 70 men to Colonel Bankhead’s little 
column, which set out with me for Fort Drane. The same day Colonel Goodwyn’s fine regiment of South 
Carolina mounted men reached St. Augustine, over a long road through rain and mud, and, like Nelson’s 
company, without tents, and without a murmur. The Alabama regiment, under Colonel Chisholm, and 
Major Read’s battalion of Floridians, arrived at Tampa Bay, with Colonel Lindsay, between the Ist and 
10th of March. (It has been seen that this battalion had not been called for by me, and that it went to 
Tampa Bay without my knowledge at the time, and against my wishes; and that the second battalion of 
Georgia foot was, in accordance with my request, never furnished.) Finally, six companies, instead of 
four, to make up for the defection of the first two, of Georgia horse, arrived at Garey’s Ferry, via Middle 
Florida and Fort Drane, about April 10, whilst I was at Tampa. These six companies were, nevertheless, 
mustered into service, in accordance with instructions I had left behind, and immediately afterwards 
discharged, by the advice of Major General Macomb, who then happened to be at Picolata. j 

All the volunteers called for by me were mustered into service for only three months, according to 
the instructions I had received from the War Department; and I suppose that the President of the United 
States had no authority to require the services of militia, by drafting, for a longer period. 

It has thus been seen that I was not in force to commence combined and efficient operations earlier 
than March 10, and by this date the mass of the volunteers, owing to the different periods of arrival at the 
several places of rendezvous, and consequent acceptances, by muster, had only about 60 days to serve. 
This was the same thing nearly, in a system of combined operations requiring the services of the whole, 
as if none had had a longer time to serve; and all had been from home, with slight differences, equally long. 

Sut let not these movements of the volunteers excite a smile to their prejudice. The delay in their 
arrival on the St. John’s, as I have said, was unavoidable, and there was even a greater delay in the 
approach of three companies of regulars, which were ordered to embark at Baltimore in the dead of winter, 
and with the mercury in the thermometer several degrees below zero, This battalion was delayed by ice 
in the Chesapeake, I know not how many weeks, and finally reached Picolata on the 6th of March. With 
all the lights of the quartermaster general, ten wagons were orderedt to be purchased and shipped from 
3altimore about the same time; six came to Florida as late as March 11, two earlier, and two in May !f 
Now, if I were expected to make long marches, through a savage country, without road or bridges, why 
could not those three companies have been marched to Norfork, or even to Wilmington, and thence 
embarked? Time would have been saved in either case. And why were not the wagons shipped from 
some port not obstructed by ice? Again: a detachment of United States dragoons, under Captain 
Wharton, that received orders for Florida, at New York, about January 24, was delayed several weeks in 
that harbor, waiting for its arms and horse furniture, and joined me at Fort Drane, (after a short passage 
to Savannah, ) sixty days from the reception of those orders! There was no delay from the want of horses ; 
they had been purchased by my orders, and placed at Savannah as early as February 12. 

Let it be remembered, Mr. President, that those shipments and movements were not made under my 
directions; yet I was advised of them, and suffered much embarrassment from not earlier receiving the 
troops and wagons. 

I have said that I was, by the 10th of March, in sufficient force to commence operations, and that the 
mass of the volunteers had then about sixty days to serve—a part more and a part less. This period was 
rather more than was necessary for the marches and operations actually made under my orders, but 
wholly insufficient to enable us to scour the country south and east of Pease creek, which is commonly 
termed the Everglades, even if the lateness of the season, the sickliness of the climate in those regions 
as early as the end of April, and other causes which will be noticed, had not interposed insurmountable 
obstacles. I ought, therefore, to have given me any prospect of success, to have been ordered to Florida 
several months earlier, and with a force of a much longer term of service. He who now directs the war 
in that quarter, besides other advantages, has had more time for preparation; has a better season for 
operations; more regular troops, and volunteers of a longer period of service. 

In respect to volunteers for ninety days, the testimony of General Eustis and Colonel Lindsay is 
strongly in support of what [ urge on this point. 


——_—— 
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2. The unexpected intrusion of General Gaines. 


This was the second cause of my failure, both in point of time and importance. 

Now, although I considered myself in strength on the St Jolin’s and at St. Augustine to commence 
forward movements as early as the 10th of March, the court will please remember that my general plan 
of operations was to move at the same time, as nearly as practicable, from Fort Drane, Volusia, and 
Tampa, upon the great body of the enemy, supposed to be about the cove of the Withlacoochee; to march 
in person with Clinch, and to give instructions to Eustis and Lindsay so far to deviate from that approx- 
imation of the three columns as to pursue any considerable body of the enemy, or any considerable fresh 
trail that might be discovered. Hearing of General Gaines’s intrusion, and seeing that a consequent 
delay was inevitable, J called back a detachment already in march to join Clinch, and, through the latter, 
caused Lindsay to be advised* of that delay, lest he shou'd make an isolated movement. And General 
Clinch has testified} that a forward movement could not have been made from Fort Drane earlier than 
the 26th of March, (the day on which he actually moved,) for two reasons: 1. To give time for the troops 
which had been shut up in Camp Izard with General Gaines to recruit themselves. 2. To enable the last 
train of wagons sent to return from Garey’s Ferry with subsistence. The answer to the second question 
put to Captain Thruston shows more in detail the reduced condition of those troops. Here, then, was the 
cause of a considerable delay—from the 10th to the 26th of March, less the time necessary to march from 
the St. John’s to Fort Drane; and Eustis, in the meantime, instead of being forced to Volusia, which was 
to become his base of operations, was employed in scouring the country between the St. John’s and the 
Atlancic, as far as Tomoca and Volusia. Lindsay was advisedt of this further delay. The court, too, 
has seen that it was my intention on the 9th of March,§ to strengthen the right wing by troops drawn 
from the left, if General Gaines’s detachment had not fallen back on Fort Drane. 


3. Insufficient means of transportation. 


This cause of failure in my operations has, like the one just noticed, been pretty fully developed in 
the former parts of this summary. I shall, therefore, only remark in this place that the means of land 
transportation would have been nearly sufficient, notwithstanding the intrusion of General Gaines, if we 
could have used the Ocklawaha for about seventy tons of supplies (as I had expected to do) up to the 
2d of March; and that those means, even without the use of the Ocklawaha, would have been sufficient 
by the 12th, but for that intrusion. The necessity of replacing the subsistence drawn from Fort Drane 
by General Gaines; of providing for a larger force than was expected there; of transporting articles of 
subsistence fifty per centum heavier than those I had early and specifically called for, both from the St. 
John’s and Tampa, caused our wagons to be overloaded, the horses to be overworked, and many of both 
to be broken down. The court will further remember wao took from Tampa the means of transportation 
which were there early in February, and what prevented the arrival of new means from New Orleans. 


4. Insufficient supply of hard bread and bacon for marches. 


On the 21st of January, in his office, the commissary general of subsistence and myself fully con- 
curred as to the advantages of hard bread and bacon over flour and pork on marches. Ten days after, in 
a letter|| to the adjutant general, I recurred to this subject, and required on the St. John’s (at Picolata) 
large quantities of both hard bread and bacon; which passage of my letter, according to request, the 
adjutant gencral duly communicated to the commissary general before the 10th of February, as the former 
reported™ to me on that day. 

Now, it is shown by the testimony of Mr. Locke, who was the assistant commissary at Picolata, that 
the quantity of hard bread which had arrived prior to the march of Clinch’s column from Fort Drane, and 
of Eustis’s from Volusia, was much less than was wanted for those columns, although I had prohibited 
the issue of hard bread to the troops when at rest on the St. John’s. The deficiency was made up, of 
course, in flour, of which, and of pork, our supply was abundant; and the same testimony is express that 
not a pound of bacon reached the St. John’s from the commissariat earlier than the 15th of April, when 
all the columns were near the Gulf of Mexico. 

Though much embarrassed on the St. John’s and the march to the south by the want of those par- 
ticular items of food, as the court has seen, I have always been unwilling to suppose that the chief of the 
commissariat was in fault, and am now, since hearing read before this court his instructions to the agents 
of his department on the subject, yet more unwilling to impute blame to him. His merits are acknowledged 
by the whole army, and I am free to declare that I have never known a better man or a more faithful public 
servant. The failure in the particulars stated was, however, not the less embarrassing. 

Well, sir, the army, early in April, was compelled to give up, for the moment, the search for the 
enemy, and to march to Tampa Bay to seek for supplies. The court has seen what orders I had given to 
the assistant commissary at New Orleans in respect to this depot; the large quantity expected, and the 
small quantity of hard bread and bacon found there, and that that little would not have been equal to 
three or four marches of the army if Colonel Lindsay had not brought with him a small quantity from 
Mobile. On this point the testimony of Lieutenant Morris, the then commissary at Tampa, is more explicit 
than even that of General Eustis or Colonel Lindsay. And the reason why more of those items of sub- 
sistence had not been sent from New Orleans is also pretty fully in evidence. (The then commissary at 
the latter place was duly summoned to appear here, and has not arrived.) 

Mr. Locke stated in his testimony that the difference in weight, owing to the brine and wood neces- 
sary to the preservation in warm weather of pork, is fifty-one per centum against the latter in favor of 
bacon. This difference is known to most marching officers; and that between the ration of eighteen 
ounces of flour and twelve of hard bread is evident to all the world. To have been obliged, then, as we 
were, to take with all the columns in their several marches nearly two-thirds of our whole subsistence in 
the heavier articles, was the same thing as if a larger portion of our otherwise deficient means of trans- 
portation had been captured or destroyed; and even this was not the only evil consequent upon that 
necessity, as will be presently seen. 





* Doc. No. 61. + Answer to the first question. { March 13, doc. No. 81. § Doc. No. 74. 
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5. Heat of the climate—badness of water——sickness. 


From the lateness of the season into which we were thrown from the causes already stated, we found 
the heat, even before the 20th of April, so oppressive that the troops could not execute even ordinary 
marches from this cause alone—(Testimony of Clinch, Eustis, Lindsay, and Thruston, also Colonel Smith’s 
report* of his expedition up Pease creek.) The troops had still to wear their winter clothing, from the 
non-arrival of sutler’s goods at Tampa from New Orleans; the sink-holes or ponds, on which both men 
and horses had generally to rely for water, were now, many of them, dried up, and in the others the water 
was tepid, besides being filled with vegetable matter and animalcula.—(Testimony of Clinch, Eustis, 
Thruston, &c.) Add to these causes of distress and disease the swamps and hammocks which were 
traversed, the deficiency in bacon, to which the volunteers had very generally been accustomed at home, 
and the necessity all were under the greater part of the time, when in march, to cat unleavened dough 
partially fried with pork or half-baked before camp-fires, and it will astonish no one to learn from the 
testimony that we had very many individuals, officers and men, who could neithe rride nor march. ‘The 
only resource was to crowd them into the wagons, for in a savage country we could leave no one 


behind. 


6. Forage and grazing. 


At St. Augustine, and on the St. John’s as high up as the depot at Volusia, there was, on the 
requisitions of General Eustis and my own, upon Licutenant L’Engle at Charleston, and Lieutenant Dim- 
mock at Savannah, an abundant supply of both corn and hay, and there was no positive deficiency in 
forage around Fort Drane. At Tampa we again found an abundance of corn and hay, with a small quan- 
tity of oats, all supplied in compliance with my requisition, as I suppose, upon the quartermaster at New 
Orleans. This corn, however, was generally bad, having probably been sweated on board of vessels. 
The good was mostly consumed at Tampa during a rest to recruit the horses of eight or ten days at that 
place. The portion issned for renewed operations was generally the refuse, which killed some horses and 
injured more.— (Deposition of Mr. Newcomb, and testimony of Captain Thruston. ) 

The grazing in the interior, as all the witnesses questioned on the subject have testified, furnished but 
an oceasivnal and a slight resource. Hence the court will not be surprised that General Eustis caused 
every cavalry horse with him to be led by his owner, on foot, the last sixteen miles of the march from 
Volusia upon Tampa. The grazing was but little less bad on the return marches. 

dut, it may be asked, why not have taken more corn with the columns from the depots which furnished 
that which was good? If our trains had been doubled a sufficient supply could not have been transported, 
even if there had been good roads. Let any gentleman make the calculation for himself to see how many 
wagons would be required, for example, to take corn enough for a thousand horses for twenty days, in- 
cluding the consumption of the draught horses so employed, and he will be astonished at the result. 
Again: why not make every rider put three bushels of corn in his saddle, and lead his horse for seven or 
eight days? Regular cavalry may be compelled to do this, but I know of no power of persuasion that 
can induce any body of volunteers whatever, unless it be under the highest calls of patriotic interest, 
thus in their own estimation tou degrade themselves. I made the proposal, and, although I commanded 
at the time a corps of horse-composed mostly of gentlemen of the highest spirit and devotion to country, 
I was advised not to issue an order to that effect, as it could not be enforced, although I pledged myself 
that I would do what I wished to require of others. I then reduced the quantity of corn to be so taken 
in my Order No. 28,7 and it is in evidence that considerably less (about an average of three pecks only) 
was actually put on each horse. And the court will readily conceive that the transportation of hay into 
the interior, for the consumption of even two days, was wholly out of the question with marching troops, 
as well on account of its bulk as its weight. 

From the foregoing circumstances it resulted that all surviving horses arrived at Tampa in a bad 
condition,{ and returned to the north of Florida in a worse, as is shown Ly the evidence. 


7. Roads—bridges. 


The only road within the theatre of our operations was that made by government, connecting Fort 
King with Tampa Bay. This road was very partially followed by all the columms under my command. 
Its three bridges were destroyed by the enemy at the commencement of hostilities. All the other routes 
were opened by the columns as they marched, and the streams roughly bridged at the same time. These 
labors were difficult and incessant, as might be supposed, and has been shown in the testimony of Eustis, 
Lindsay, and Thruston. 


8. Want of an auxiliary Indian force. 


The court has seen by my Order No. 13, (March 14,)§ that I ealled for 500 friendly Creek Indians, 
to be commanded by General Woodward, Major Watson, and Major Flournoy. The first two have been 
summoned here on this and another important point, but have not arrived. The third early fell in the 
Creek war. Colonel Gadsden’s deposition shows the importance of such force, and my successors in 
Florida have had the benefit of the suggestion. It was denied me by the agent of governmeut, and that 
denial not even rebuked by the Secretary of War.—See Major Hogan’s letter|| to that functionary, 
and his reply, dated, respectively, March 28 and April 12. For the standing and qualifications of the 
two majors named by me to bring on the Indians, see Governor Eaton’s letter** to me, dated March 1, 
and General Clinch’s notest+ of introduction. General Woodward is too highly distinguished both as 
a commander of and against Indians to require a word of support in this place; and it will be seen in 
the agent’s (Major Hogan’s) letter{{ to me, dated the Ist of February, that he thought he could, “in 


ten days, raise [me] 1,000 warriors, and be on the march to join” me. 





* Doc. No 133. 
+ Doc. No. 109. t Letter of Captain Shannon to the quartermaster genersl, April 11, Doc. No. 14. § Doc. No. 82. 
|| Doe. No. 86. { Doc. No. 87. “3 Doc. No. 88. tt Doc. Nos. 89 and 90. t} Doe. No. 84. 
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9. Want ef guides 


Eustis and Lindsay, as shown by their testimony, had no competent guides, and could obtain none. 
Clinch’s column was rather less badly provided in this respect, yet he had not a guide that knew anything 
of the intricacies of the cove, a Cretan labyrinth, held from the knowledge of the white man, as the 
sacred groves of the Druids were never entered except by the initiated. In short, all the difficult parts 
of Florida were, to the whole army, one ferra incognita. Government gave me no topographical informa- 
tion, nor had any to give; and the booksellers’ maps only afforded outlines filled up with unlucky guesses. 


10. The limited time for active operations. 


From preceding causes, and deducting the time unavoidably lost at Tampa,* the columns of Clinch 
and Eustis were actually in the field, beyond Fort Drane and Volusia, only about twenty-two days. The 
testimony of both Clinch and Thruston shows that I could not have put the right wing in operation from 
Fort Drane earlier than I did, the 26th of March; and Eustis, with the left wing, crossed the St. John’s 
at Volusia about the same time, to approach the cove by the way of Pelaklikaha. Clinch, with his wing, 
was compelled to return to Fort Drane on the 25th of April, the term of service of a part of his volun- 
teers having already expired, and, as he reported? to me the 27th, “men and horses much exhausted 
by sickness and the heat of the weather. Another day’s march would have occasioned the abandoning 
of a part of the train. Fifteen horses and mules died on the road, and eight more turned out that could 
not be got along by leading.” 

Kustis, with the left wing, (which I accompanied from Tampa,) was, in like manner, and very much 
in the same condition, compelled to return to Volusia on the same day, April 25. 

Colonel Smith, who had, with his regiment, the Louisiana volunteers, been detached by the way of 
Charlotte harbor up Pease creek, about the 12th of April, returned to Tampa the 26th, and embarked for 
New Orleans, according to orders, where the regiment arrived, I think, a little after its term of service 
had expired, 

The battalion of Floridians sailed from Tampa about the 17th of April for the Withlacoochee, on its 
way to St. Mark’s, where it was discharged. I do not know when this battalion was mustered into 
service. 

The centre column under Colonel Lindsay, which at first included Major Read’s battalion, having 
arrived by steam from Mobile, at Tampa, was the first of the three columns under my orders in the field. 
On the 15th of March he put himself in movement, established a post on the Hillsborough, 23 miles from 
Tampa, called Fort Alabama, as a place of deposit, and advanced towards the cove as far as Chicku- 
chatty, which he reached about the 24th, the letter} advising him of the delay in the movements of the two 
other columns, having reached him subsequently. 

This column, consisting principally of the Alabama regiment of volunteers, under Colonel Chisholm, 
and several times changed in its other parts, was also the latest in the field by a few days. By my 
O:ders No. 38,§ of April 16, Colonel Lindsay was instructed, on his return to Tampa, after my departure, 
to make any further movement within the compass of his forces, in the prosecution of the campaign, that 
might be deemed useful, and then to cause the volunteers with him (the Alabama regiment and an inde- 
pendent company of Louisianians, under Captain Marks) to be embarked for their respective homes. That 
embarkation was commenced by him, according to his report,|| May 7, “the rainy season having set in,” 
and it being deemed “impossible to keep the field with bodies of troops without great and, for any objects 
that could be accomplished, a wanton waste of life.” 

Thus terminated, Mr. President, active operations under my command; and if, from the causes assigned, 
without decisive results, at least without defeat or check, and without dishonor. 

In my report of April 12, from Tampa, I spoke in terms of high commendation of the three principal 
commanders under me—Clinch, Eustis, and Lindsay. Each continued to the last to deserve greater praise 
than it isin the power of one, under my present circumstances, to bestow. I also had the benefit of 
Colonel Gadsdeun’s assistance, the chief of my staff, a volunteer in the war, a soldier, and a patriot, who, 
independent of his particular knowledge of the enemy and the peninsula, of his services with me, and on 
prior occasions, is endowed with talents and virtues which give him high claims upon the government 
and country. The handfulls of regulars who were with me in the field never faltered in difficulty or 
danger; and if now and then they yielded the post of honor, it was purely in compliment to their coun- 
trymen fresh from civil life, who were cherished and assisted on every occasion. Those patriotic volun- 
teers of South Carolina, Georgia, Alabama, Louisiana, and Florida were, no doubt many of them, sometimes 
inefficient, from the mere awkwardness of inexperience; but they very generally brought with them to the 
war high chivalry, which always inspires the wish of personal distinction, and this was frequently and 
nobly attained by individuals and detachments. 

On the principal commanders and the troops which were under me, I have then only to invoke the 
approbation of their country. Let its censure, through this court, fall on me, and me alone, of that army, 
if all were not done which it was possible to accomplish under the circumstances. 

Some questions, Mr. President, were put to as many witnesses of the higher ranks, who have appeared 
before this court, to ascertain whether I had failed in any particular, as a commander in Florida, in point 
of judgment, zeal, or personal conduct. The answers were direct in every instance, but too complimen- 
tary to be here reproduced. Let them sleep for the present on your records. They may hereafter be read 
by those who will not be made to blush for their parent. 

A word, sir, as to my plan of campaign. 1 believe that this has been sufficiently developed in the 
evidence and embodied in this summary. It has been censured by a writer, himself an old officer, and 
who delights to see himself in print, as being somewhat European, as if it were criminal to import pro- 
fessional knowledge, and who scemed tu think that generals ought to make war without plans of any sort. 
This vulgar error has been incidentally but too signally rebuked by an eminent military critic and political 
functionary to be further noticed in this place. I shall, therefore, here simply quote the opinions of two 
younger but better soldiers on the particular plan of operations by me laid down and pursued. 

After exploring the country to a great extent, and learning much that was new of it and the enemy, 
General Clinch says to me, in his report,? April 27, of his operations returning from Tampa Bay, “ that 


* Testimony of Clinch, Eustis, and Thruston. t Doc. No. 120. t March 13, Doc. No. 81. 
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the true plan of operations against them [the Indians] will be that first designed by you—that is, by a force 
from Pelaklikaha, a force ascending by my (late) route, and a corresponding one on the north side,” his 
first route. This, the court will perceive, was the precise plan laid down by me for our first operations 

Captain Thruston, who I knew, in March, at Fort Drane, did not altogether approve of the plan of 
campaign I was about to follow, and with whom I never again conversed on the subject, was, when before 
this court, at a venture, asked by me this question: 

“17. The witness became acquainted with the general plan of operations projected by General Scott. 
With the benefit of the witness’s subsequent knowledge of the enemy and the country occupied by him, 
what is the witness’s opinion of that general plan of operations ? 

“ Answer. When I first heard General Scott detail his plan of operations, I thought he had taken more 
than necessary precautions, by advancing into the country with three columns from different points of the 
peninsula, not doubting that our wing [Clinch’s} of the army would be met by the enemy in force on the 
Withlacoochee. Nor did I believe that a nation of 5,000 people could conceal itself so effectually in the 
peninsula south and cast of the Withlacoochee, that they could not be traced and found by one army 
(column or wing.) My subsequent experience taught me my error, and to consider General Scott’s plan 
of operations as the true one.” 

But, Mr. President, it has been objected to me that in my first operations (towards Tampa Bay) I 
held the troops in masses unnecessarily large—of 1,900, 1,700, and 1,200 men, respectively. Of this, I 
became myself early persuaded. But, in connexion with this point, the court will please look at that part 
of Colonel Lindsay’s testimony detailing his remarks and the advice he gave me at Augusta at the end 
of January, 1836. I regret that Iam obliged here to abridge his evidence. Colonel Lindsay had served 
with Major General Jackson, against a part of the same Indians, in the campaign of 1818; the “ principal 
object of which was,” according to the witness, “to drive the Seminoles from the Georgia frontier across 
the Suwanee; that General Jackson carried into the field a foree amounting to, perhaps, 6,000 men.” 
This was in reply to my 8th question. ‘To the 6th, the colonel had previously said “the country east of 
the Suwanee is infinitely more impracticable than the country west.” He adds many striking differ- 
ences, all against cur troops; and it is known that General Jackson’s operations terminated on the west 
bank of that river. In respect to the advice given on the subject of detaching, the witness said: “I 
believe I mentioned to General Scott that I derived that advice from General Jackson, who, on some 
occasion, when I wanted to go on detached service, made use of this emphatic expression, ‘Sir, I never 
detach against Indians.” And again, in the same campaign, General Jackson observed to the witness, 
“that he never detached, or suffered small parties to march through the Indian country.” The court will 
please to bear in mind the official relation that subsisted in January, 1836, between General Jackson, 
Colonel Lindsay, and myself; that [had never been in the interior of Florida; that Governor Eaton in 
his letter* to me of February 3, 1836, speaking of hostile Seminoles, said “their numerical force 
cannot be less than 3,000, probably more;” that Colonel Lindsay has testified, in answer to my 27th ques- 
tion, What must be evident from the surface of the country, that, from dispersion, the enemy had great 
facilities of concentration; that I had seen, before the columns advanced from Fort Drane and Volusia, by 
General Gaines’s lettert to General Clinch, dated the 29th February, that the writer supposed himself to 
have been surrounded in Camp Izard by “not less than 1,500” warriors; and that although he had from 
97,000 to 1,100 good troops with him, I saw that he neither could pass the Withlacoochee, nor had ven- 
tured to make a sortie. All these considerations induced me, Mr. President, to hold the troops under my 
command, in three columns, until I could feel my way a little, and judge for myself. When I had satisfied 
my mind that there were not, in all Florida, more than 1,200 Indian warriors, probably less, and that of that 
force perhaps not 500 had been concentrated at any time in the war, the court will find that I then became 
a little bolder, and detached freely and far, in all directions; and it is gratifying to recall, that notwith- 
standing all the bugbears by which I had been foy a moment frightened from my bent, not a disaster— 
not one defeat ensued. I speak, sir, of detachments beyond supporting distance; tor all the columns were 
habitually subdivided, within that limit, in searching for and in attacking the enemy. 

The first of those distant detachments was that of 340 men left under Major Cooper, only 12 miles 
south of the Withlacoochee, and which gallantly maintained itself from the 2d of April till the 18th, 
when it was absorbed on the return of Clinch’s column. Major Cooper commenced a work for defence, but 
the enemy gave him no leisure to complete it. General Eustis, approaching Tampa, brought his mounted 
men to that depot; but left his foot, from the 5th of April to the 18th, at Camp Shelton, under Brigadier 
General Bull, sixteen miles in the rear, without even a breastwork for defence. With the same body of 
foot I myself marched to Fort Alabama, whilst the South Carolina horse, under Colonel Goodwyn, was on 
the distant service of searching for the enemy about the head of Pease creck. At the same time Colonel 
Smith, and his Louisiana volunteers, fit for duty, (about 400,) with small parties from the United States 
ship Vandalia, under Lieutenant Powell, and from the revenue cutter Dallas, under Captain Green, scoured 
the lower part of that creek, to the extent of about 60 miles from Charlotte harbor, Colonels Smith and 
Goodwyn thus visited what we had supposed to be among the favorite haunts and strongholds of the 
enemy. I, myself, on the 20th of April, with a single company of South Carolina horse, marched from the 
Big across the Little Withlacoochee. Again, on the 24th, with but two companies, I went to Volusia, a 
day aliead of Eustis’s column; sent a small detachment on the 25th to scour the country east of Spring 
Garden lake, and personally proceeded, with Colonel Gadsden, Captain Canfield, Lieutenant J. E. John- 
ston, and 17 men, in a miserable little steamer, to explore the St. Jolin’s river to the nead of Lake Monroe. 
General Clinch and Colonel Lindsay also made detachments about the same period; and I had detached 
Major Read, with the battalion of Floridians, by water, to search the Lower Withlacoochee, as carly as 
the 17th. 

As this last expedition was the only one made under my command that failed to reach the destination 
given, and to accomplish its objects, and for that reason alone has brought upon me infinite obloquy, I 
beg the court will pardon me for dwelling upon it a moment. 

It has been seen by the deposition of Mr. Newcomb, the quartermaster at Tampa in April last, that 
by extraordinary exertions on his part, and not a little energy on mine, ample and even extra means 
were provided for Major Read’s small battalion of, perhaps, about 200 men. First, there were two large 
and one smaller schooner; fwo (instead of one) cutters, (under Midshipmen Reid and Drake,) manned and 
furnished, at my request, from the United States ship Vandalia, Captain Webb; a large scow, in 
pieces, but with mechanics, nails, oakum, and pitch, so that it might be put together and launched in two 
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hours; many ship boats or yawls, and pilots. The deponent, an experienced and excellent officer, declares, 
in respect to the sufficiency of those means, botb for transporting the troops to the mouth of the river and 
for ascending it: “I did not doubt, nor do I kuow that any body else did; I do not think that Major Read 
himself doubted, although he attempted to find fault with the means” 

But let us now see what use was made by the major of the outfit thus furnished. I shall quote his 
report* to me, which is dated April 27. Being himself near the mouth of the Withlacoochee, he says: 

ae despatched all the small craft to the transports, with orders to the officers in command aboard of 
them to commence debarking the men as fast as possible.” * * * * * “Qn the return of the boats, 
transporting, as I had ote ‘ed, as many men as they could receive, the morning reports of the officers 
in command were handed me, by which the frightful picture of an increase of forty (40) to the sick list, 
in less than two days, was presented. Special communications from the surgeons were also handed me, 
in which the most horrible consequences were predicted, unless the men could be taken forthwith to some 
place where medicines and good water could be procured, The water on board the schooner Caroline, it 
was said, had already become putrid. Without going aboard, I despatched an order for [the transports 
to] hoist ‘all sail, and to proceed with the utmost possible despatch to St. Mark’s, the nearest port. I 
remanded aboard the transports the detachment first ordered to debark, and dire cted a select number of 
ten [| to join me on board the small craft for the purpose of making the reconnoissance and surveys, 
which, I find upon perusing my order more carefully than at first I did, were the principal objects of the 
ex xpedition.” x * &  *  * “When informed by the pilot that we were almost at the mouth, I went 
myself into the second cutter of the Vandalia—it draws less water than the other-—taking with me only 
two of my detachment.” * * * * * “When I had gotten over the bar, I proceeded some two miles 
and upwards, to within a short distance of a large smoke, the fire that afforded which was perhaps three 
miles distant. I deemed [it] not prudent to go further, and caused the boat to return’—when the major 
proceeded to St. Mark’s after his battalion. 

Here I will not say, Mr. President, why all this fire and haste? But I may ask, sir, whence all this 
smoke and precipitation? Some parts of the report are doubtless as obscure as others are strange. 
For example, when the major heard of the new cases of sickness, how many well men were left? He dues 
not tell us. The water, too, on board of the Caroline had suddenly become putrid, and the medicines 
deficient. How so? > Why not have gone to the transports in order to inquire into those extraordinary 
matters in person? And was there no good water on board of the other vessels, or in the Withlacoochee— 
at the furthest, within nine or twelve miles, at the fall? We have seen that there were many well men 
remaining, ten of whom he retained with him, and sent back others in the boats which had brought them 
from the transports. Why not have ret tained all these, and have sent for more to enable him to ascend 
the river in his smaller vessels, scow, &c.? In that case he might have passed through the “ large smoke,” 
and have reached the fall. But the major appeals to his “order,” and I shall exhibit both his instructions 
and orders. 

By my directions, Colonel Gadsden, on the 14th of April, gives Major Read, in ralettert of instructions, 
among other matters to be attended to, these: You will smbark with “your whole battalion, including 
invalids and sick, for the mouth of the Withlacoochee; that you come to anchor in the nearest ‘and safest 
accessible harbor to the mouth of the stream, and that you proceed with your effective force, (leaving your 
sick and invalids on board,) with the boats at command, to examine its entrance, and to penetrate as far 
as practicable, and consistent with the security of your command,” &c. “You will preserve notes of your 
observations, and report,” &c., “detailing minutely the character of the anchorage at the mouth of the 
Withlacoochee; the navigability of that river for boats; the probable distance to which it may be pene- 
trated; the character of its banks; and the facilities generally afforded for the forming of depets, with a 
view to supplying an army operating hereafter on or near its waters. This duty performed, you will 
proceed to St. Mark’s, Florida, in the transports, where your command will be honorably discharged,” &c., 

Mr. De Peyster, a gentleman of Florida, and then a volunteer in General Eustis’s staff, has said, before 
this court, that he was at my quarters the day before (April 16) Major Read embarked, when that officer 
called on the subject of his expedition. The purport of this witness’s answers, as the court will perceive, 
is, that two days after the written instructions to Major Read, I endeavored, in the most impressive terms 
and manner, tu point out to him the importance of the expedition to ulterior operations; called his atten- 
tion specifically to the necessity of examining the river and making a sketch or draught of its soundings 
and course up to the foot of the obstruction or falls, believed to be twelve miles; and that I desired Major 
Read to select a point for a future post, with reference to wood, as near those falls as practicable. 

In respect to every object, except the mere entrance into the Withlacoochee, we have seen that the 
expedition was a signal failure. 

The first knowledge that I had of this most unexpected result was received May 1, at St. Augus- 
tine, through a lettert. from Governor Call, dated April 26, and which gave me the more a astounding 
intellige mce, viz: “A few days since I] received a communication from M: yor McLemore, stationed on the 
Suwanee frontier , informing me that, under order from General Scott, he had ascended the Withlacooehee 
river, and erected a block-house on the south bank, some ten or twelve miles above its mouth, and that he 
had left a garrison of 40 men in the block-house, and a large quantity of corn and pickled beef. This 
morning, at daylight, Major Read, of the Florida battalion, arrived at [Tallahassee,] bringing the intelli- 
gence that he discovered at the mouth of the river one-half of a large flatboat, which had been cut in two 
apparently with a dull axe, and by an inexperienced hand. His description corresponds with that given 
of the boat left at the block-house,” &c. 

As this letter was addressed to me, or the commanding officer at Fort Drane, like the report§ dated 
April 11, of the establishment of the block-house, and signed by Major McLemore’s adjutant, (McCants, ) 
both papers were read by General Clinch, and together transmitted to me. I have said that I received 
them on the Ist of May. 

The court has seen, Mr. Fresident, the correspondence§ between General Clinch, then at Fort Drane, 
and myself, on this most painfal subject. The time of his volunteers having expired, or being about to expire, 
he had already sent most of them home, and in his attempt to raise a party of mounted men in the Alachua 
settlements to go to the relief of the block-house he utterly failed. I early became satisfied that General 
Clinch, under the circumstances, did all in his power in adopting the second suggestion of Governor Call, 
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viz: “But should it be impracticable for you to send a sufficient force by land to ascertain [the fate of the 
party in the block-house,] I have ordered a fortified boat to be in readiness at Suwanee Old Town, to pro- 
ceed with a partof the men at that place to the relief of the garrison, and transport it back to Old Town, unless 
the commanding general should otherwise direct. You will therefore be pleased to send an express to Major 
McCants, commanding at Old Town, and inform him whether troops have been sent by land tothe relief of the 
block-house, or whether the boat which will be in readiness shall be sent on that service.” General Clinch 
sent the order for the boat to proceed, and the detachment in the block-house was ultimately taken off by 
Major Read, and without firing a gun. 

It is in evidence that Major Read’s report to me, (of his first expedition,) though dated the 27th of 
April, came to hand at Columbus as late as the 8th of June, when I had not the leisure to give attention 
to it even if it had been less illegible; and thus it happened that I never knew its contents until, with 
some accidental assistance, the judge advocate made out to decipher it before this court. The last para- 
graph of this report appears to be as follows: 

“T discovered, at the mouth of the [Withlacoochee,] the half of a flat-bottom boat—a common ferry 
flat-boat, it appeared to have been. It had been cut asunder,” &c.  ‘ When [arrived at St. Mark's, I 
learned, to my astonishment, mortification, and regret, that your excellency [General Scott] had ordered 
Major McLemore to establish a depot at that place,” &e ‘All which was studiously concealed from me. 
I did not learn, either from your order or from the numerous interviews I had the honor to hold with your 
excellency, that Major McLemore was even in the field—much less that I was going to relieve a detach- 
ment of his command ordered out by your excellency.” 

The court has seen my report* upon this subject to the adjutant general, dated at St. Augustine, 
May 11, which was founded on Governor Call’s letter noticed above, and an article in a newspaper, 
handed to me as the production of Major Read. I said that he, Major R., “has, at Tallahassee, caused a 
statement to be made, declaring that I had refused him permission to ascend the Withlacooclree | And, 
again, presuming the statement to have been furnished by him, he denies having ever heard that, possibly, 
he might find a block-house and garrison established near the falls of the river. Now, I affirm that it was 
generally known, throughout the right wing of the army, that it was just possible that Major McLemore, 
a highly meritorious Floridian, had made such establishment. The possibility was mentioned to Major 
Read, and although Colonel Gadsden, by accident, omitted the subject in the letter of instruction, yet, 
when the major saw half of a flat, rudely cut in two, [so Governor Call had written, ] that which was 
extremely doubtful before became a matter of the most .perfect certainty; and if the major had been 
bound home, without other orders, it immediately became his imperious duty to go instantly to the relief 
of his countrymen, The flat could never have belonged to Indians, and it would not have been destroyed 
if the garrison had returned by water to the Suwance, and Major Read knew it could only have returned 





by water.” 

Now, sir, I did not say in this, or any other letter, that J had told Major Read anything of a detach- 
ment having been permitted to visit the Withlacoochee about the endof March. The court will presently 
learn how it happened to be omitted in Colonel Gadsdeu’s letter to Major Read, and by me in conversation 
with the latter. Nevertheless, the subject was not forgottent at headquarters, nor had ceased to be 
occasionally mentioned among the officers who had come down to Tampa from Fort Drane. One of these, 
Captain Drane, has testified before this court, that he, at Tampa, stated his impression to Major Read that 
“there was a detachment of Floridians on the Withlacoochee with provisions ”—the witness having heard 
“at Fort Drane, [and thinks] General Clinch had stated it to [himy that Major McLemore had volunteered 
his services to go to the mouth of the Withlacoochee.” 

I do not here, Mr. President, embody this testimony to contradict Major Read, but simply to account 
for the strong language applied to him in the letter last quoted. Two of the harsher expressions therein 
contained are here intentionally suppressed. I had not, in May, as has been seen, received this report. I 
at that time verily believed, on the opinion of others, as well as from internal evidence, that the false 
assertions of the article in the Tallahassee paper were from his pen or his lips; Governor Call’s letter had 
said not one word as to the causes which Jed to the failure of the expedition—the spread of sickness 
among the men; the want of medicines, and the want of good water. Now, sir, although I think that at 
least two of those causes might have been guarded against by due foresight and activity on the part of 
the commander, and when reported to him, ought to have been closely scrutinized in person before aban- 
doning the great objects confided to his intelligence and conduct, I am not unwilling to reproduce those 
harsher impatations, but regret that they were ever made. Sir, up to this day I have received no note or 
message of any kind from Major Read. My recantation is founded on the recent assurance of a friend 
(General Clinch) that Major Read had no agency in the published article alluded to, aud his previous and 
subsequent gallantry and good conduct in the same war against the Seminole Indians. 

In the deposition of Colonel Gadsden, (which is in evidence,) he gives the history of the block-house 
on the Withlacoochee thus: 

“ Major McLemore sought the service by a private letter to the undersigned, stating that he had, on the 
Suwanee, a boat suitable for the expedition, and supplies which he could bring with him to that point — 
if with the consent and approbation of General Scott. The following is the reply penned by me and by 
the direction of the general, to whom it was read before transmitted.” 

I beg, Mr. President, that the court will again read every word of this letter. i regret that I am too 
much fatigued to embody it entire in this summary. The perusal of it will show how unnecessary it was 
deemed at Tampa to call the attention of Major Read specitically to the very remote chance of his finding 
any detachment on the Withlacouchee. Nevertheless, though it was more than a hundred to one that the 
detachment was not there as late as the 14th of April, or even the 4th, if the major could have ascended 
only seven miles higher up that stream—and nobody doubted that he could and would—he would have 
found the gallant band still firm in its position. 

The letter to Major McLemore is dated at Fort Drane, Mareh 25. Colonel Gadsden begins by 
giving to the major the outline of my plan of operations; says “the whole army will probably form a 
junction at or near [the cove] by the 29th or 80th instant. It is impossible at this time to anticipate 
the ulterior operations of the army after it has encountered and defeated the enemy in their probable 
stronghold, in the cove,” &c. “Jt is more than probable, however, that we may be detained in that vicinity 
many days, reconnoitring the hammocks, and searching for Indians in the jungles and thickets of that 


* Doc. No. 119. + See Colone! Gadsden’s second deposition. 























1837. ] MILITARY COURTS OF INQUIRY. 201 








section of country. If so, your co-operation, and the supplies which you report you can bring, may 
prove of essential service. Iam directed, therefore, by the general commanding to say that, after securing 
the post on the Suwaneg with an adequate garrison, you may proceed with the remainder of your com- 
mand in the boat you have prepared for the service, provided, in addition to your own supplies, you can 
transport from 750 to 1,000 bushels of corn, at least, for the use of the army. Should your buat be properly 
secured, as you report, with bulwarks, you may enter the river and ascend to the rapids,” &e. “ You must 
be at that point by the 30/2 instant, or you will, possibly, be foo late to afford any aid to this wing of the 
army—the sole motive which sanctions the service to which you have been called.” * * . * 
“As your movement is intended to assist, and not to embarrass this wing of the army, you must not move 
without an adequate supply of ammunition, and from 30 to 40 days’ rations for your whole command, at 
the least, in addition to the corn you may transport for our relief.” (He is then requested to bring, 
if possible, extra “pork or bacon.”) ‘On reaching the point on the Withlacoochee designated, you will 
use all due precautions to secure your boat and command, by building a block-house or by the construc- 
tion of some other defence, until you hear from or of the army. If after, however, the 2d or 3d of April, 
you receive no tidings of or from this wing, under the command of General Clinch, you may be sure that 
it has proceeded south, to unite with Eustis and Lindsay; and, having left the Withlacoochee, your deten- 
tion on its waters will be no longer necessary. You will, therefore, return without delay to your post on 
the Suwanee, and there wait the future orders of the commanding general, or those which may be trans- 
mitted to you by the executive of Florida.” 

Colonel Gadsden’s deposition adds, in continuation of this history: “It appears, however, from infor- 
mation received from one of the men who was in the block-house, that the detachment did not reach the 
mouth of the Withlacoochee until the 4th or 5th of April, fwo days after it had been ordered to quit wt, and 
when General Scott” had reached the vicinity of Tampa Bay. “ Notwithstanding, however, its fearless 
commander, and on his own responsibility, penetrated the river, established a bleck-house, and left it 
garrisoned, with a promise to return and relieve it in8or10 days. Unfortunately, however, as he entered - 
the Suwanee, he was assailed with a fever, and fell a victim to its effects.” 

Thus perished, Mr. President, a valuable citizen, whose patriotic zeal, pushed a little too far, has 
brought upon me, unintentionally, I know not what amount of general odium.” This Ihave long borne in 
silence; but, sir, the star of truth approaches the zenith, and as it sheds its light over this court and the 
public the deep shades of calumny are made to disappear. 

In relation to the Florida campaign, Mr. President, I have one point more to notice, and I shall have 
done. 
Among the prodigious mass of documents, turned over by the different offices of the War Department, 
to be read by the judge advocate in evidence against me, as if to crush by their physical weight, if they 
could not otherwise effect their purpose, there is from the Hon. J. M. White, the Florida delegate in Con- 
gress, a letter* dated at Washington, May 28, to the President of the United States, with an indorse- 
ment in the hand of the latter, which directs—“A copy of this letter to be sent to General Scott, with an order 
to withdraw from the command in Florida. <A. J.” 

Of this indorsement I had no knowledge until the original was read in this court. What were the 
feelings which it excited I will not say; but the association of circumstances recalled to my mind may be 
inferred from the following: 

To my elaborate report of what I had done, and of the operations projected, the adjutant general, 
May the 5th,f replied: 

“Your communication{ of the 12th of April, reporting the operations of the army in Florida under 
your command, since your departure from Fort Drane, and your arrival at Tampa Bay, has been submitted 
to the President, and this day to the Secretary of War. I am happy to inform you that the President 
approves of your intended plan of operations,” &c. ‘Iam desired by the Secretary of War to say that, 
from the tenor of your report, as well as by the communication he has just received from the governor of 
Florida, it is probable that, owing to the approaching season of the year, the campaign in the field cannot 
be much longer vigorously pushed. In this event, you will make a judicious selection of the posts neces- 
sary to be occupied by the troops during the interval of active operations, which may be best calculated 
to protect the frontier inhabitants, and prevent Indian depredations of any kind. For this purpose all the 
regular troops, including the 4th infantry, must be kept on duty in Florida.” 

As I had intimated in my letter of April 12 would be done, all this had been attended to before the 
receipt of the adjutant general’s communication, and which is here cited principally to show that, cer- 
tainly as late as the 5th of May, no displeasure had been officially expressed against me at Washington. 

But in my report§ of the 11th of May, animadverting upon Major Read, and which, according to a 
note on the original, (now in evidence,) was received at Washington the 2lst—seven days before the 
date of Mr. White’s letter to the President of the United States—-there is this paragraph: 

“T feel and know the risk I incur by the use of this language. Major Read is the favorite of Gov- 
ernor Call, and his excellency’s support may well turn the tables against me at Washington.” 

Sir, I had seen among the papers which accompanied the instructions given me for the Seminole war 
a letter|| (in evidence with that document) from General Call to the President of the United States, dated 
January 9, 1836, in which the writer says: 

“JT should be highly gratified to command the army, and believe that I could soon bring the war to a 
close. I fear, however, this I cannot do without injustice to General Clinch. He is a brave and good 
man; but I fear he is too slow in his movements to conduct a war against the Indians.” 

With an official copy of this letter in my possession, it may be supposed that I knew my danger. 
But, sir, I do not complain that, soon after my animadversions on Major Read, he was appointed by the 
President a brigadier general ir, the militia of Florida; that a lieutenant colonel of the army, whom I 
reported in my letter of March 209 as having left Fort Drane for duty elsewhere, but went off to 
Washington, was in a little time rewarded with a coloneley not by seniority; nor that the President’s 
indorsement on Mr. White’s letter was soon followed by Governor Call’s being “gratified” with the direc- 
tion of the war in Florida. But, sir, I have, in defence, a right to advert to those extraordinary facts to 
show that if, in my operations to the south, I had the enemy to conquer in my front, I was, at the same 
time, not a little insecure in my rear, Tie effect of such position every soldier will readily comprehend; 
and I respectfully submit the point to the consideration of this court. A yet more extraordinary fact, of 
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the same general character, will be developed in the sequel. But at present I will return to Mr, White’s 


letter to the President of the United States 

1 think, sir, that IT have shown that this letter did not do me all the injury that was intended at the 
time. But why, sir, is it bronght here, with its indorsement, in accusation against me? Mr. White, in a 
letter*® to the president of this court, dated December 13, 1836, says: 

“This places me in an attitude that I do not choose toe occupy.” * * * “Since the publication of 
that letter, [to the President of the United States,] I have, in the National Intelligencer, over my own 
name, as an act of justice to General Scott, corrected, upon better information, the complaints which [ 
deemed it my duty, as the representative of the people of Florida, to make against him. Iam unwilling 
that the first letter shall be laid before the court withont the second; and, as I have no copy of it with me 
at present, I take this occasion to say that Lam satisfied, upon a full and impartial review of the facts and 
circumstances connected with the Florida campaign, and upon evidence not then before me, that the 
failure is not to be attributed to Major General Scott, nor to causes which it was in his power to control 
or to remove.” 

This voluntary and unsolicited retraction is manly and nobie. 
the correspondent of the court to be worthy of being called the honorable Mr. White by a higher claim than 
that of mere courtesy. It is true, sir, that in his recantation he excepts what he had originally said of my 
Order No. 48 on the subject of panics. I know not that this reservation ought to break sqnares between 
that gentleman and myself. The order, although there were many apologies for the inhabitants, was 
founded on information at once full and precise; and, as I said of it in my letter to the Secretary of War, 
dated June 21, “Besides, | was advised by respectable citizens of Florida to come out with an order in 
that spirit, as likely to rally the inhabitants, and T have reason to know that the order did good.” If good 
resulted, Iam content with the enmities | brought upon myself by the act; for, sir, since the war began 
to rage in that quarter, there has not been a moment, up to this time, when T would not have made any 
sacrifice of person to have stopped its ravages. I deeply mourn over the many afilictions the good people 
of that desolated Territory have experienced; and I freely forgive, as I pray that God may forgive, the 


In my judgment and feelings it shows 


injustice of laying those evils, in part, to my account. 
II.—DELAY IN OPENING AND PROSECUTING THE CREEK CAMPAIGN, 


Mr. Prestipent: Through much labor and several weeks of indisposition, T have at length reached in 
this summary the second general head of inquiry directed against me; and here, again, the evidence in 
The whole of this I anxiously desire to compress and embody, but 


my favor is ample and overwhelming. 
The records, however, are before the 


fear that my diminished strength will prove unequal to the task. 
court, and on its researches, as well as its intelligence and justice, I confidently rely. 

On the 15th of April, Mr. Secretary Cass wrote} to me to say that, as soon as the state of affairs in 
Florida would permit, he wished me to direct my attention to the Creek Indians, and to adopt such mea- 
sures as I might “find necessary to preserve or restore tranquillity in that part of the country.” By 
accident this letter was not reccived before the 20th of May, as is shown by Major Kirby’s indorsement. 
ain strongly called to the Creek 


a 


In the Seeretary’s next letter, dated May 16, my attention was ag 
country, with power to require troops from Alabama. 

From the same source I received a third letter,§ dated the 19th of May, transmitting “for [my] infor- 
mation a copy of a letter [that] day addressed to Brevet Major General Jesup,” in which copy it is said: 
“Should Major General Scott, under the instructions he has heretofore received, proceed to the theatre of 
operations, he will, of course, be entitled to the command, and you will serve under him.” 

On the 19th of May it was known at Washington that I was, about the beginning of the month, sick 
at St. Augustine, and hence the doubt whether I had proceeded to the Creek country. The 19th was two 
days prior to the receipt of my letter}! of the 11th, animadverting on Major Read, and nine before the date 
of Mr. White’s letter to the President of the United States. 

On the 12th of June, a fortnight after I had reached the Chattahoochee, I received another letter§ 
from the Acting Secretary, (Mr. Harris,) dated the Ist, and directed to me at Fort Mitchell, in which was 
enclosed a copy of Mr. White’s, without the President’s indorsement, and without the slightest allusion to 
it. After adverting to a previous letter (of May 25) enclosing me a copy of the full instructions to 
Governor Call to assume, in a certain event, the command against the Seminoles, Mr. Harris concludes: 
“Tam instructed to inform you that, under these circumstances, the President deems it unnecessary for 
you to return to the command in Florida.” 

Now, on the 20th of May, immediately on the receipt of the letter of the 15th of April, I had charged 
srigadier General Eustis with the full command in Florida, and had personally set out for the Creek country. 

Behold me then, Mr. President, from the 31st of May to the 6th of July, (the day on which the letter 
of recall reached me,) in the larger and, at the moment, the more important command, against the Creeks, 
without having heard that my conduct in Florida, even my letter respecting Major Read, or Mr, White’s to 
the President, had led to the expression of one syllable of official displeasure at Washington. On the 
contrary, sir, the letter from the adjutant general, (of May the 5th,) written by command of the President, 
on the receipt of my report from Tampa Bay, contained expressions of decided approbation; and the Secre- 
tary’s letters of the 16th and 19th, written after the receipt of mine of April 30, reporting that active 
season, contain nothing but the language of consideration 
and respect. The clements of discontent, it seems, began to lower and mutter between the 21st** and 
28th, +t although IT heard them not; but when a celebrated letter reached Mr. Blair the storm thickened, the 
clouds were rent, and I was struck by the winged bolt on the distant banks of the Chattahoochee. I must 


operations in Florida had terminated for the 


not, however, sir, anticipate. 

Before leaving St. Augustine, as I reported{{ from Savannah, May 22, I “ordered the new musket 
accoutrements, [about eighteen hundred,} the new arms, [seven handred and fifty of Hall’s patent rifles, ] 
and the new tents, from Picolata and St. Augustine to Georgia, and also some spare fixed ammunition 
from the former place.” The route of these articles was immediately changed, after writing this letter, from 
Savannah, via Augusta, &c.; from Savannah, by the way of Darien, the Altamaha, and Ockmulgee, to Haw- 
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kinsville or Macon; distant from Columbus, Tawkinsville about one hundred and ten miles, and Macon about 
eighty-eight. This change of route was made upon the information of the Hon. Mr. Justice Wayne, and 
the assurance of the agent of the Navigation Company, then in Savannah, that the Altamaha and Ockmulgee 
would remain navigable for Common, if not for steam, boats many weeks longer, and which assurance, 
aided by a long succession of showers, was more than verified. The court has seen that the rifles, accou- 
trements, &e., took this latter route instead of ascending the Savannah river, to Augusta, and thence by 
land two hundred and twenty miles, to Columbus. 

Having transacted other business in Savannah, the court has seen that I was at Augusta on the 25th 
of May. Here I learned that, by orders from Washington, a large quantity of subsistence had been 
purchased in Charleston, to be transported thence by land-carriage, via Augusta, to Columbus, and 
immediately directed Lieutenant Dimmock, the quartermaster af Augusta, to write to Charleston to cause 
that subsistence to go by the way of Darien, for the reasons already mentioned. This letter, however, did 
not arrive at Charleston in time, which produced, at Augusta, a part of the embarrassment experienced at 
this place in obtaining wagons.—(See Licutenant Dimmock* to me, May 29.) Subsequent instructions 
were given by me in respect to all the other lieavy articles which, by orders from Washington, were to 
take the route from Charleston via Augusta. 

According to the testimony of Major Kirby, I called, when at Augusta, for a return of property at the 
United States arsenal near that city; marked upon the return the arms (including the only six-pounder 
fitted for the field) and ordnance stores which T thought might be wanted, and ordered that the articles so 
marked should be forwarded to Columbus. The arsenal contained no accoutrements, and few or no 
cartridges for muskets.—({See Colonel Lindsay’s testimony.) It contained, however, several thousands of 
muskets. 

But ‘his, sir, was my position in respect to arms: 1. I had already ordered, from Florida, seven 
hundred and fifty rifles, complete, and eighteen hundred musket accoutrements, because I had learned by 
recent experience, as is in evidence, that the United States southern arsenals contained neither of those 
articles, and I wanted them ¢o make up deficiencies. 2. 1 did not know, nor could I tell, until 1 could see 
Governor Schley, at Milledgeville, what muskets he might want to arm the troops he had ordered to the 
Creek country. 3. I confidently relied, as a further resource, should it be necessary, on the United States 
arsenal at Mount Vernon, from which, by steam, arms, &., might have been obtained more promptly than 
by wagons from Augusta; and I had then in my possession, transmitted by the adjutant general, a letter} 
from Captain Harding to Governor Clay, dated February 8, 1836, which showed that there were, at that 
date, inthe Mount Vernon arsenal, ‘ ten thousand superior new muskets, with buck-shot and ball cartridges, 
and ten pieces of field artillery completely equipped.” 4 Larrived at Milledgeville the 28th of May, when I 
learned that the State arsenal being deficient in arms, the governor had, the day before, required from the 
arsenal at Augusta one thousand muskets, &c., which his excellency had thought would be enough to make 
up deficiencies, even before he knew that I had ordered to Columbus the seven hundred and fifty rifles 
(mentioned above) for a like purpose.—(See Major Baden’s letter{ to me, dated May 31, enclosing the 
requisition§ of his excellency, dated the 27th. Major Baden said to me, in that letter: “I have this day 
turned over to the assistant quartermaster here, for transportation to Columbus, * * * one 
thousand muskets,” but not the accoutrements, (also required, ) because there were none in the arsenal. 

Well, sir, I reached Columbus on the 20th of May. Many companies of the Georgia line, ordered out 
by the governor, had preceded me, and others were coming up daily. It was soon ascertained by Major 
Kirby, the mustering officer, that the troops had brought with them a smaller number of arms, and those 
of a more inferior quality, than Governor Schley and myself had expected.—(Scee the testimony of tue 
major under my 15th question, and the question of the Hon. Colonel Dawson, member of Congress, in 
answer to my third interrogatory.) The heavy rains which had been falling for a week, and which, by 
carrying off bridges and rendering bad roads worse, also soon alarmed me on the subject of the thousand 
muskets coming from Augusta, and the rifles and accoutrements from Hawkinsville. Accordingly, on the 
3d of June, I addressed the urgent letter,|| of this date, to Captain Harding, commanding the United States 
arsenal at Mount Vernon, in which I said: 

“On the receipt of this you will lose no time in hiring a steamer of light dranght of water, and put 
on board of her, for this place, four pieces of ordnance—two howitzers and two six-ponnders, with harness 
and implements complete, and at least one hundred and fifty rounds of ammunition (fixed) for each piece. 
If you have no howitzers, you will send four six-pounders. Let the greater number of rounds of fixed 
ammunition be grape and canister, with some shells for the howitzers, and some round shot for the six- 
pounders. Put on board the same bout three thousand sfards of muskets, complete; but I fear you have 
no accoutrements. Nevertheless, send the arms, with prickers, primers, &c. Send, further, one hundred 
thousand rounds of fixed musket buck and ball, and some buck cartridges, and fifty thousand flints. I 
rely upon your using the utmost despatch,” &e. 

In his reply,§ dated June 14, Captain Harding said to me that “the governors of Alabama and 
Florida have completely exhausted my stock of arms aud ammunition,” and hence he had sent my requi- 
sition to the Baton Rouge arsenal; that “ Governor Clay has drawn from this depot the following ordnance 
and ordnance stores, to wit: four six-pounders, complete; six thousand eight hundred muskets, complete; 
one hundred and seventy-five thousand buck-shot and ball cartridges; three hundred and seven six-pounder 
canisters; one hundred and five six-pounder strap-shot; nine thousand seven hundred flints; one thousand 
four hundred and ninety-two sets of infantry accoutrements; fifty yards of slowmatch; one thousand 
priming tubes, and one hundred and thirty-three portfires. Of the above, six thousand muskets, the four 
pieces of ordnance, and a due proportion of other stores, were shipped tu Montgomery, and the balance 
were ordered to Claiborne, for the troops called out by the governor, and to be rendezvoused at Irwinton, 
Barbour county, in this State. I am at this moment engaged in preparing ammunition, and shipping it 
to Montgomery, which J shall continue to do until the close of the campaign.” 

Now, when it is recollected that Montgomery is less than fifty miles from Tuskegee, the headquarters 
of the Alabama line, the court will begin to see by what superior energy and despatch Major General 
Jesup was enabled, without giving me the least intimation, and against my orders, to commence operations 
on the 12th of June, and to invert my plan of campaign! At Tuskegee he found the troops in great 
numbers already assembled, and armed from the United States arsenal, conveniently situated in the rear, 
But to return to my situation on the Georgia side of the enemy. 


nm 
*K 
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I have said that I arrived at Columbus on the 30th of May, accompanied by his excellency Governor 
Schley, Major General Jesup, Major Kirby, and Captain Parrott; the three latter of the army. I had not 
with me one staff officer—not even an aide-de-c: amp—except Paymaster Kirby; but he was, as I have 
elsewhere said, almost a host within himself, performing in rapid succession the duties of adjutant general, 
inspector general, quartermaster general, &c.; but even his zeal and abilities had their limits, and T found 
at Columbus vo staff officer, and no de ‘pots or stores of any kind. On the latter point, see the testimony 
of Major Kirby. Everything was still to be collected or created, and organized. No assistance, and no 
stores of any kind had yet arrived, or was near at hand, by any order issued at W ashington. 

The instructions for General Jesup [ hastily drew up, when already much indisposed. I had left St. 
Augustine in a convalescent state; but travelling night and day from Augusta, in storms of rain, I had 
now relapsed.* General Jesup set out for the headquarters of the Alabama line, at Tuskegee, on the 4th, 
and took with him Captain Parrott. 

The Georgia troops continued to arrive at Columbus as late as the 23d of June. Of the regulars, 
one company (Captain Monroe’s) reached that place on the 14th; Major Lomax’s small battalion, that of 
Major Pierce, and Colonel Henderson’s first detachment of United States marines, followed at intervals of 
two, three, and five days. The remainder of the United States troops came even a little later. And here 
it is proper to say that not a man was in the field by my order. The regulars were all sent from the 
north by directions from the War and Navy Departments, and the volunteers, mediately, at least, by the 
governors of their respective States. : 

Hearing from passengers arriving at Columbus in the public coaches from the east that the wagons 
loaded with the muskets, &c., sent by Major Baden from the Augusta arsenal, were much delayed by the 
heavy rains and consequent injury to the road and bridges, I despatched on the 13th June an intelligent 
volunteer, John Crowell, jr., esq., remarkable for his zeal and energy, to: proceed rapidly until he should 
meet the train, and then to hire extra wagons, distribute the loads, and force the whole to move day and 
night towards Columbus.—See his report? to me, dated the 16th, and the deposition of Governor Schley, 
(answer to my 23d interrogatory. ) 

This train, ik Mr. Crowell thought would reach Columbus on the 19th, did not arrive until the 
night of the 20th. On the 18th, not having heard in several days anything of the approach of the rifles, 
musket accoutrements, &c., which had been expected at Columbus about the 12th, from Hawkinsville, I 
instructed an aide-de-camp, Lieutenant Betts, to proceed day and night to meet and to hasten on, by similar 
means, those articles. After he was in the saddle for this purpose, Major Beard, who had been for some 
time employed in the quartermaste ’s department on the Ockmulgee, arrived, and assuring Mr. Betts and 
myself that he (the major) had placed the Hawkinsville train under a most energetic conductor, | per- 
mitted Mr Betts to dismount. Two steamboat accidents had delayed these arms, &c., coming up from 
Darien to Hawkinsville; and on the road thence a most extraordinary panic seized the conductor and his 
wagoners, by which several days more were lost—(See Mr, Betts’s testimony.) The rifles, accoutrements, 
&c., did not reach Columbus till the 24th or 25th, after I had moved with the whole disposable armed 
force of Georgia, and the regulars, who had come up. Major Alford’s mounted battalion was left to arm 
itself with a part of the rifles, and to follow; and directions were given for sending down the river the 
remainder of the rifles, the musket accoutrements, &c., for the use of the troops in advance. Major Alford 
in a few days overtook the foot, and participated in the operations which ensued. 

That every exertion and much foresight had been exhibited by me to obtain the arms, &c., 
equip the Georgia voluntcers as g's as possible—say by the 12th, or, at the latest, the 14th of June— 
is further and conclusively shown by the depositions of Governor Schley, Major General Sanford, and 
Colonel Dawson, in answer to my 23d, 15th, and 3d interrogatories, propounded to those distinguished 
individuals, respectively; to whose de positions I particularly invite the attention of this court. 

If the question be asked why I did not take the field, say as early as the 15th of June, with the 
armed portion of the Georgia line and the only company of regulars (Monroe’s) that had then arrived, 
the answers are numerous, but I will only here give two: 1. The want of subsistence for four or more 
days, none having yet arrived, princially from the same causes which had delayed the arms; and this 
reason will be more fully developed in the sequel. There were not armed inen in sufficient numbers 
(before the 21st of June, the day when the muskets were distributed, and a movement in force actually 
cominenced on the eastern side of the enemy) even to guard the important points on the Chattahoochee; 
that is, to prevent parties of Indians from escaping across towards Florida.—(See on this point the 
decisive replies of Governor Schley to the 22d question, of — General Sanford to the 5th and 2d, and 
of Colonel Dawson to the 3d, addressed to them, respectively.) And so important was this object con- 
sidered by government that the unusual course was adopted of causing Major General Macomb to write 
to me, with his own hand,t June 25, as follows: 

‘The Secretary deems it very important that a strong force should be stationed so as to prevent the 
escape of the Creeks in that direction, (towards Florida;) it is, therefore, the order of the Secretary of 
War that you station a sufficient force so as to prevent them making their escape and taking that direc- 


needed to 


tion.”§ 
l apprehend, Mr. President, that it would be difficult to employ language at once more urgent and 


specific. When I received that letter I flattered myself that I had in hand the emphatic approbation of 
government; for the measures therein enjoined (originally adopted by his excellency Governor Schley 
before the Georgia troops had been mustered into the service of the United States) was followed out after 
I had assumed the command in proportion to the arrival of men with arms. O! most simple and short- 
sighted mortal! Only three days thereafter another letter!) from Major General Macomb, dated June 
28, followed: 

“Sir: Lhave received, through the Secretary of War, the order of the President to call you to the 
seat of government. You will, therefore, on the receipt of this letter, turn over to Brevet Major General 
Jesup the command of the troops serving against the hostile Creeks, and repair to the city of Wash- 
ington.” 

This command, sir, was brief and emphatic, and I felt it, as it was intended, a heavy punishment. 
No cause was assigned; not the slightest explanation of the grounds of offence intimated. "I quietly and 
courteously obeyed; set out for W ashington; wearied myself but little with conjectures, and expressed 
not one. At Norfolk, as I afterwards found to be the fact, the true cause was very fully mentioned to me. 


* See Governor Schley’s deposition. —_{ Doc. No. 201. t Doc. No. 255. || Doc. No. 256. § Doc No. 161. 
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I repelled the rumor which, however, gained at Baltimore; but on arriving at Washington I saw the 
treacherous instrument which had stabbed me in the dark, the original letter from Major General Jesup 
to Mr. Blair, marked “ private,” and only to be shown to the President of the United States ! 

Since this deep degradation, and lying prostrate under the ban of Executive displeasure, I have been 
assailed from several quarters without mercy, and with perfect impunity. IT shall cite here but two 
examples of these petty annoyances, both of which are in evidence, as belonging to this branch of inquiry. 

1. General Jesup, at his headquarters in the Creek country, found leisure to write a second letter 
to Mr. Blair, dated September 3, 1836, and published in the Globe of the 26th. This letter* was accom- 
panied by two selected letters from me to General Jesup, and his reply, with ingenious notes. To the 
trick of the publication, and the false impressions given by it as a whole, I may, perhaps, recur before 
closing this address. 

2. A neat little pamphlet,f pink paper, written in the “Creek country, August 8, 1836.” This was 
evidently gotten up with the assistance of General Jesup, and the use of his official papers, and which 
ingeniously mixes together misstatements of facts with false principles. Among the latter, the Secre- 
tary’s order and my measures to prevent the enemy from escaping across the Chattahoochee towards 
Florida are ridiculed and decried.{ The joint production of the general and his captain aide-de-camp is, 
however, only signed by the latter. The road to favor had been already discovered, and the captain was 
soou rewarded with the rank of colonel. 

A word more, sir, in respect to arms prior to the arrival of the muskets on the 20th, and the rifles 
and accoutrements about the 25th of June. 

Major Kirby said to this court that he “mustered into the service of the United States forty-five 
companies of the Georgia troops, at Columbus, early in June. They were generally entirely destitute of 
arms and accoutrements. The few arms they had were generally unfit for service in the field.” 

Soon after this period, it onglt to be stated, in justice to Governor Schley, that some wagon-loads of 
State arms, which he had mentioned to me at Milledgeville as being already on the road to Columbus, 
arrived, which enabled us to arm and despatch several reinforcements to guard the passes of the river 
below, in the direction of Irwinton. IT have no memorandum of the number of these arms, and I can only 
conjecture that it might have been from 609 to 800, that is, muskets, and with few or no accoutrements. 
But after those arms were distributed, and as many troops sent below, or put on board armed steamers to 
cruise up and down the river for the important purposes mentioned in Colonel Dawson’s answer to the 
first interrogatory, and on which duties he was himself placed as a captain, Major General Sanford, in 
reply to the second interrogatory submitted to him, says: 

“Of the troops remaining under my immediate command, less than one-third were armed, and those 
variously and indifferently. Our miserable deficiency in this respect was strikingly displayed to my view, 
when, upon the occasion of an alarm, it was expected that the enemy would be upon us in full force, I had 
the mortification of beholding within my lines 1,500 or 1,600 men with no weapons of defence beyond 
their side-arms, clubs, and club-axes.” 

General Sanford’s camp was, at this time, four miles in advance of Columbus, cn the west side of the 
river, towards the enemy. 

But, Mr. President, there was another and a conclusive reason why it was necessary to wait, at least, 
as late as the 17th of June, for muskets and rifles, with which to arm the whole of the Georgia line before 
commencing active operations on the east side of the enemy; for as late as the 17th I had cause to enter- 
tain serious doubts whether the Alabama troops would vonsent to enter the service of the United States; 
that is, to come under the rules and articles of war. 

General Jesup arrived at Tuskegee, the headquarters of the Alabama line, on the 4th of June. On 
the 8th he wrote to me, in advance of the return to Columbus of his escort, a strange letter,§ contain- 
ing this sentence: “I have not yet obtained the command of the troops, but if Z obtain it all 1 shall 
probably enter on duty to-morrow;” and not a word of explanation preceded or followed. 

Surprised, in the extreme, at this intimation of a want of zeal and constitutional devotion on the part 
of the Alabama troops, | eagerly inquired, and caused others to inquire among the intelligent officers of 
the escort, and several gentlemen who accompanied it as individuals, and the apprehensions excited by 
the letter were much increased.—(See, on this point, Governor Schley’s answer to my 18th interrogatory.) 
Nay, it appeared to me and many others who knew the circumstances, as certain, that the Alabamians 
had, from the 4th to the 8th of June, refused to come into the service of the United States, or at least under 
the command of General Jesup, and that they would continue so to refuse was even more than probable. 

In this state of apprehension I reported] the circumstances to the adjutant general June the 12th; 
adverted to the subject in my report™ to him of the 14th, and again iu my report (by means of the paper** 
enclosed) of the 17th. 

In reference to the doubts so reported, the Secretary of War, in his letter} of the 20th of June, 
instructed me, in the name of the President, that if, contrary to the confidence reposed “in the well-known 
patriotism of the governor and citizens of Alabama,” the militia of that State should “not have been 
mustered into the service of the United States agreeably to the requisition of the department,” I was 
immediately to “stop all expenditures and supplies of every kind whatever on the part of the United 
States for such militia.” 

The next letters{{ from General Jesup were reccived by me on the 17th of June, and dated the 15th 
and 17th. These I acknowledged in a letter§§ to him of the L7th, in which I said: “ You had not informed 
me, you do not even now tell me, that you are in command of the Alabamians.” It is true that that fact might, 
on the 17th, have been inferred; but it was not explicitly stated before his report|||| to me dated the 20th. 

Hence, Mr. President, the justness and force of Governor Schley’s answer to my 22d interrogatory, 
in which he says: “ With the great uncertainty in regard to the course of the Alabama troops, and the 
situation of General Jesup, Z considered it all-important that the whole of the Georgia troops should be pre- 
pared to take the field.” And, sir, it has been shown that the muskets arrived on the night of the 20th 
were distributed on the 21st of June, and a general movement immediately commenced. 


* Doc. No. 265. t Doc. No. 263. 
Yet, befure it was known that I would be able to go to the Creek country, the Secretary of War, May 23, (Doc No. 
161,) had strongly directed General Jesup to take measures at ‘‘ the comm-ncement of operations’’ to ‘* station a sufficient force to 
revent the retreat of the Creek Indians into Florida, and also to cut off all communication between them and the Seminole 
ndians.’’ Connect this with the letter of June 25 (Doc. No. 255) to me, just noticed, on the same subject! 
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I have thus, incidentally, shown that I was without any letter from General Jesup after that of the 
8th until the 17th of June, when his two letters of the 15th and 17th were received. Whence this long 
silence, Mr. President. In his report* of the 20th—the first paper sent by him to me deserving of that 
name—he said: 

“T was not aware, until yesterday, that a letter which I wrote to you on the 9th instant had not been 
sent to you. It was accidentally put up with a bundle of papers, and I found it only yesterday morning, 
and from no notice having been taken of my letter of the 12th, I fear it has not been received. It was 
sent by a runner. I enclose a copyt of it.” , 

Sir, I am sorry to say that this account of the letter of the 9th is strange, if not altogether improbable; 
and, I think, for reasons which will appear in the sequel, that it is even doubtful whether the letter of the 
12th was ever confided to an Indian runner. Perhaps, on further search, it has been found, like its pre- 
decessor, retained among his own papers. And, as the point is far otherwise than trivial, I will here 
quote, to strengthen my conjectures, what the same writer found himself compelled to say in similar 
cases to a higher functionary. 

From Tuskegee, Alabama, August 2, 1836, General Jesup writest to Governor Schley: “ Knowing 
that I had written to you in reply to your communications, I was surprised when I received a copy of a 
letter vou wrote to the President, in which you declare that I treated with ‘silent contempt the reasonable 
request of the governor of Georgia’ I examined iny letter-book, and found my letters to you recorded in 
their proper places.” &c. “TI felt indignant that a charge so entirely unfounded, as I then thought, should 
have been made; but am now induced to believe that by some oversight or omission my letters, or at 
least one of them, had not been sent to you.” He adds that an officer, late of his staff, “left Fort Mitchell 
for Washington city on the Ist of July. In looking over a file of papers put up by him the morning he 
left, and not opened since until last night, | found the enclosed letter © The indorsement is in his own hand, 
and I think it probable that it was put upon file in place of being sent to you.” 

August 28.—The same§ to the same. “I received your letter of the L5th instant, at the moment of 
setting out for,” &c. “I was detained longer than I expected, and only returned this morning. Your 
letter of the 30th of June was not answered; but the omission was inadvertent, not intentional. I had 
forgotten that letter until I received vours of the 1L5th.” 

Now, sir, I will ask, what credit is to be attached to the declarations of one, upon a subject like the 
present, who has shown himself so forgetful, and of habits so irregular. 

But, bad as was his memory, and disrespectful as were his practices, in matters of imperious duty, 
towards the chief magistrate of Georgia and myself, it is in evidence, sir, that, when the object was either 
to give effect to malignity, or to emblazon his own judgment and prowess, General Jesup never forgot, 
and always had the leisure, to address the President of the United States through Mr. Blair, or the less 
effective channel—the Seeretary of War. See his two letters to “ Francis P. Blair, esq.,” dated, respec- 
tively, June 20 and September 3, 1836, and his three official communications, || addressed to the Secretary 
of War, dated, respectively, the 10th, 11th, aud 25th of June, 1856. 

These five extraordinary productions, for they may be respectively denominated—the first two men- 
tioned, private-official, and the last three, official-private, call for a few specific remarks: 

1. The whole are highly laudatory of the writer, Major General Jesup himself, to a degree which 
migit have palled upon the palate of his correspondents, but for the equal and happy admixture of censure 
of me. : 

2. The two private-official letters have both been printed in The Globe newspaper—the first with the 
President’s indorsement, but without the initial and most sinister word (Private) on the face of the letter. 
Public rumor, without the least agency of mine, and which, indeed, was rife in Washington, Baltjmore, 
and Norfolk, whilst I was yet far to the south, without suspicion or without knowledge of the matter, 
ultimately foreed out this production, but not in allits deformity, for it was mutilated in The Globe of that 
word which gave character to all the others. 

3. The letter®** of the 3d of September was expressly written in support of thatt+ of the 20th of June, 
and accompanied by official documents, with notes; all professedly furnished by General Jesup for 
publication. As the best evidence, Mr. Blair was summoned as a witness to establish that fact. At first 
he informed the judge advocate that he would attend on a given day; but, afterwards, wrote to that officer 
that he would prefer that his testimony should be taken by deposition in Washington. Limmediately drew 
up the interrogatories, which were duly transmitted by the judge advocate. Ample time had elapsed 
when I was last in court, and no answers having been received, the printed communication and Mr. Blair’s 
letter}? to the judge advocate, were offered by me, and received in evidence, One important object Thad 
in view remains, however, unaccomplished. The Globe, under the editorial head, speaking of my official 
reports'made in the field, said August 8, 1836: “Some were sent to us for publication, as we anderstood, 
al his (General Scott’s) instance.” Now, as I knew this was not so, ] had uniformly denied the charge, 
which, moreover, if trae, would have rendered me justly obnoxious to the censure of this court, under 
the instructions given to it by the President of the United States. Que of my interrogatories requested 
Mr. Blair to inquire into the grounds of that waderstanding, and to favor me with his answer. (The depo- 
sition of Mr. Blair has but just arrived, and I have but a moment to say so here. If time permitted, it 
would receive a more particular notice. It shows that he was mistaken in my having requested the publi- 
cation of my official reports at Washington. ) 

4. The three letters to Mr. Seeretary Cass were given in evidence by the judge advocate. They had 
never been published, nor had I heard of them until they were read in court. Whether the writer was 
ever rebuked by that functionary, may be more than doubted. They were certainly not sent back as, at 
least, they ought to have been, or they would not now have been here. I have denominated them official- 
private; fur, sir, it is evident to me that, when severally written, they were, like the celebrated letter to 
Mr. Blair, of the 20th of June, intended by General Jesup only for particular eyes. Thanks to the Chief 
Magistrate, he made one official by his indorsement, and thanks to the justice and manliness of Mr. Secre 
tary Butler, the other three were not retained in the secret pigeon-holes of the War Office. And what is 
the character of these so long held official-private documents 7? That it is now my purpose to expose. 


= Doe No. 216. + Doc. No. 217. t Letter annexed to the deposition of his excellency, Doc. No. 267. 
§ Aun: xed to Governor Schley’s deposition, Doce No, 26%. | Vocuments Nos. 19), 191, and 240. 
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It has been seen that General Jesup says he wrote to me on the 9th of June; put the letter in a 
bundle, and forgot it. No wonder, His vanity was too much flattered with the honor of writing to Mr 
Secretary Cass for the eye of the President, to think of me, who was charged at the moment with the 
general direction of the war. On the 10th he made a report to the Secretary, overlooking, as he did me, 
the adjutant general and the general-in-chief. The next day he made another report to the same func- 
tionary. In the first, he says that he has “about 900 volunteers and militia,” and “about 200 friendly 
Indian warriors;” “1 shall move to-morrow or the next day, at the furthest, aeainst the hostile Indians ;” 
that he expecte ‘d “to be joined by 500 mounted men,” “ and by 200 Indian w: arriors, and I hope to strike 
the enemy in five days.” Not an allusion is made to me or to the instructions I had given him in this report. 

On the L1th, from the same place, Tuskegee, he makes the second report to Mr. Secretary Cass. He 

says that he has been delayed. “1 shall move forward to-morrow, however, and occupy a position on the 
FE ort Mite hell road about twenty-eight miles in advance, and there wait the arrival of the Indian warriors 
under,” &e., “or, if I can find the ene my without Indian guides, attack him immediately.” 

Now, not a word is said in either of these reports of lis having commenced operations “for the 
purpuse of staying the tomahawk and scalping-kuife, and of preventing the devastation of entire settle- 
meuts or ne ighborhoods on the frontier;” nothing of his having “none of that courage that would enable 
fhim} to remain inactive when women and children are d: Lily falling beneath the blows of the savage.” 
These were flourishes which occurred subsequently—not until I rebuked him for violating my orders; 
moving prematurely and without notice to me, and for operating on a line which inverted the plan of 
operations agreed upon between us. From his two reports to the Secretary it is plain that none of those 
devastations and horrors were then going on. The frontier settlements of Alabama had been tranquillized 
and rendered secure before his arrival at Tuskegee, and every white inhabitant within the enemy’s country, 
who was at all exposed, had been murdered, or had escaped at the commencement of hostilities.—(See 
General Sanford’s answer to my sixth interrogatory. It is conclusive on this point, for nobody better 
knew the Creek country.) No, sir; General Jesup commenced operations on the 12th without the crying 
necessity afterwards invented; without “the altered circumstances of the country” from the date of my 
instructions, (June 1,) which he alleges in his letter to me of the 17th. He says not a word of the kind 
in his two formal reports to the Secretary of the L0th and 11th; but, on the contrary, suppressing all allusion 
to my instructions, shows himself in haste to take the war into his own hands; and the court will recol- 
lect how it happened, no thanks to his foresight and activity, that he found the Alabamians amply 
provided with arms and ammunition. 

The court has also seen, by the deposition of Governor Schley under my 2d, 3d, 4th, 5th, and 6th 
interrogatories, and the answers of Major Kirby to my 3d, 4th, and 5th questions before this court, that 
General Jesup not only fully concurred* in my plan of campaign against the Creeks without suggesting 
a modification, but claimed to have had the same plan in view before he knew what had been my thoughts 
on the subject; and that I steadily adhered to that plan, in all its outlines and details, until it was 
inverted or broken in upon by the isolated and unexpected movement of that general. The plan and its 
details so shamelessly denounced with my Florida operations in his first letter to Mr. Blair will appear 
in the sequel. 

In my instructionst to General Jesup dated June 1, founded on the views so fully and frequently 
developed in conversations with him, I directed that he should repair to the headquarters of the governor 
of Alabama, understood to be either at Montgomery or Tuskegee, in order that the former by an interview 
with the latter might charge himself with the command of the Alabamians and the direction of the war 
on that side of the enemy. His first step after the interview was to cause the volunteers already called 
out in sufficient numbers, as we knew, to be mustered into the service of the United States, if the enemy 
allowed time for that essential measure. 

“His excellency the governor of Alabama [I said in continuation] has proposed in a letter that you 
have seen [to the commanding officer of the Georgia militia who might be at Columbus] to commence 
vigorous operations against the ene my as early as the 5th instant. You have seen my reply to that letter, 
and are well acquainted with all the considerations which have induced me to propose a postponement to 
the 15th. In the meantime, however, and before the regulars and all the forces of Georgia shall arrive, I 
think something very advantageous may be safely attempted from a point at or below Irwinton, and 
operating up the country.” (The court has seen that I then had expectations of receiv ing at Columbus the 
arms, &c., ordered by the 12th or 14th. My letter to General Jesup continues:) “T shall wish you, 
therefore, as soon as youare in command, to send as many of the Alabamians as can be safely spared from 
other great objects [evidently the defence of the Alabama frontier settlements] to co-operate with any 
surplus troops of Georgia that we may have for the field after guarding the important points on this river, 
{the Chattahoochee.} What that surplus may be at the end of (say) eight or ten days I cannot speak with 
confidence; but, from the expectations of his excellency Governor Schley, I think we shall by that time be 
able to send to that point from 1,000 to 1,300 men, including horse and foot. With this force, and a little 
addition to that which Governor Clay, as you have seen, proposes to send to Irwinton, and some four or five 
companies of regulars which may be nere in time, I think we may clear the lower part of this river, that 
is to say, the whole of Barbour county, of the enemy by the Lith instant, and before the arrival of the 
last of the regulars expected from the north. By that time all our forces on this side will be up and 
ready to be thrown across this river for vigorous co-operation; and as we advance up the country a 
portion of the volunteers guarding the river may be crossed over and united with the pursuing army.” 
The regulars were, however, many of them, unavoidably behind this calculation from four to seven days. 
The letter concludes: “ You will take care to communicate to me fully from time to time your means, your 
movements, and your plans, and you will hear from me frequently.” 

Yet the court has seen that after the receipt of the enigmatical and alarming letter of June 8 I did 
not again hear from General Jesup till the 17th, when he reported himself to be within fourteen miles of 
Fort Mitchell! 

Sir, he not only did not report to me himself until long afterwards any of the important facts which 
he so fully disclosed to the Secretary of War, as we have scen, but his presence in all probability prevented 
his excellency Governor Clay, then at Tuskegee, from acknowledging my two letters of May 31, as I now 
certainly know it prevented any reply to a letter of the same date and tenor from Governor Schley. This 
fact is established by the answer of the latter to my 15th and 16th interrogatories, in which it is said that 
Governor Clay replied to another letter written by the deponent many weeks subsequently, “that the 


** Deposition of Colonel Kenan also. + Doc. No. 176. 
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management of the war had then devolved on Generals Scott and Jesup, which seemed to render any 
further correspondence between us [the two governors | upon that subject unnecessary.” Yet a reply to 
either the letter of Governor Schley or to the two from me would, under the mysterivus silence of General 
Jesup, have much diminished my embarrassment at the time. 

tu General Jesup’s second report, dated the 11th of June, to the Secretary of War, he says: “TI have 
no means of communicating directly with General Seott. This circumstance inclines me to strike a blow 
at once, though there is some hazard in it. General Scott, when I left him, expected to be ready to move 
by the loth.” 

Why, sir, had he no direct means of communicating with me? His letter of the 8th came to Fort 
Mitchell by an ludian runner. He might have sent his communication of the 9th (if not mistaken as to 
having written it) by the return of his escort, or another Indian runner. My letters to him of the 10th, 
16th, &c., were sent by single Indians, and he had a large body of friendly Indian warriors with him, I 
early caused Captain Page, who was at the time charged with the Indian department, and the trans- 
mission, by Indian runners, of my letters to General Jesup, to be summoned here; but the judge advocate 
infurms ime that the captain is detained at the south by illness. General Jesup has, however, nowhere 
remarked the non-reception of one of my letters of this period. 

My second letter to him was dated the 10th, alluded to in the third (16th of June) by mistake, as if 
dated the 12th. In this letter (of the 10th) I said: 

“We shall be much delayed in taking the field, on this side, by the non-arrival of our most essential 
supplies—rifles, muskets, musket accoutrements, ammunition, &c. I had expected these, with subsistence 
stures, to begin to arrive here from the Ockmulgee by the 7th instant; but here is a letter* from the 
agent, Mr. Beard, dated at Hawkinsville the 5th, in which he reports that nothing had reached that place. 
He uumediately despatched a boat to Darien to make inquiries, to hasten, &&. We have now on the 
Chattachvochee about 3,000 Georgians, most of them remarkably fine men, Of the whole number, 
however, not a third have sufficient arms, and a still smaller number good accoutrements. It will, 
therefore, be impossible to arm and equip the remaining two-thirds without the muskets, the Hall’s rifles, 
aud musket accoutrements, expected by the Ockmulgee. From the foregoing it will be seen that it is 
lmipossible tur the Georgians to commence operations from the neighborhood of Irwinton, say in eight or 
ten days, nor even then, unless the arms and accoutrements should have arrived. I have not had a line 
from Governor Clay,” &c. “We have more than doubled the foree placed in the lower counties of 
Georgia to prevent the Creeks from escaping to the Seminoles.” 

Ju my third lettert to General Jesup, dated June 16, after telling him (as in my second letter, in 
order that his own movements might not be precipitated) of the arms, &c., having been heard from, and 
that they might be expected in a few days, I say: “ At present, of the 2,200 men Major General Sanford 
has in his Camp, (on the other side of the river,) only about 400 are armed, (and these but indifferently. }) 
All the other armed men have been detached below to guard the river, and which, as yet, from the want 
of men, (armed,) is but very imperfectly guarded.” I then advert to the mysteries and omissions of his 
letter of the 8th, After animadverting on several, my letter proceeds: 

“You further tell me that ‘if a movement be determined on, I will send you information of it by a 
runner” A movement to be determined on by whom ?—the Alabama commanders, or those in Conjunction 
with yourself? Either you were placed in command or you have not been. In the first case, you would 
certalily determine on no scheme of offensive operations without my previous concurrence and readiness 
tu co-operate; yet, without receiving any runner from you, or communication of any kind since the 8th 
instant, a passenger in the stage by the upper route,§ just arrived here, reports that you, at the head of 
about 3,000 Alabamians and 1,000 friendly Indians, were about to march upon Neomico’s band, and to 
commence offensive operations on a grand seale! I have no doubt there is a gross mistake in this 
report. You may, perhaps, have been about to make some defensive movement or operation to clear a 
frontier scttlement of a portion of the enemy, but I will not believe that you have declared your 
independence of my authority.” 

The court will here be pleased to remark that I was until very recently ignorant of the fact that 
General Jesup, though silent towards me, had been quite communicative, against all regulations and 
decent usages of the army, to the Secretary of War. 

My letter to him of the 16th continues: “It is certain that Brigadier General Moore, of Alabama, has 
commenced a course of offensive operations from Irwinton up the country. From this fact (alone) | have 
rather inferred that you have not even yet been invested with the command of the Alabamians, or you 
certainly would have stopped his premature and isolated movement.|| ‘These doubts and conjectures, in 
the absence of all direct intelligence from you, are sufficiently harassing.” 

“JT mean to be explicit and precise on my part. 1 desire you instantly to stop all offensive move- 
ments (if you are in command) on the part of the Alabamians, until the Georgians are ready to act, say 
ou the 21st instant, when the greater number of them will be armed and ready for the field. By that 
time, tov, there will be on the frontier the greater part of the regulars and marines ordered from the 
north. On that day, if the movements of General Moore shall not render a modification of my plan 
necessary, I shall begin to assemble the troops on this side of the nation, somewhere in the neighborhood 
of Irwinton, and operate up the country. It is my desire that you meet me about that time and place, 
and that you bring with you any disposable force you conveniently can, or that you hold the whole of the 
Alabamians in defensive positions on the frontier settlements till I shall bring the war into their 
neighborhood, when you can come into the general line of operations with me.” 

June 17.—1 addressed a fourth letter™ to General Jesup, of which the following are extracts: 

“Sir: Ihave this moment received your two letters of the 15th and 17th instant.” 

“Tam infinitely astonished and distressed to hear of your near approach, and in a starving condition, 
to Fort Mitchell. You knew that your forces were not wanted there; you knew that no supplies could 
reach Irwinton from New Orleans earlier than the 21st instant, if so soon; and you knew, by my letter of 
the 10th, that nothing had arrived as bigh as Hawkinsville upon the Ockmulgee, and consequently nothing 
could have reached this place by the present date from that river. I ought also to add that you knew 
when you left here that the troops, daily increasing, were living from hand to mouth on the precarious 
supplies of the neighborhood. Under these circumstances, imagine my astonishment to learn that, instead 


* Doc. No. 186. t Doc. No. 204. t See General Sanford’s deposition. § Why not a letter to me by that ? 
|| From General Jesup’s letter to me, (Dec. No. 217,) dated June 12, and suppressed till the 20th, it would appear that 
General Moore’s movement was part of General Jesup’s combined operations. § Doc. No. 208. 
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of marching: the disposable force of Alabama upon Irwinton, with subsistence for at least ten or five d: Lys 
in advance, to hear that you have come through the heart of the Indian country seeking private adven- 
tures, which, if successful, could hardly have advanced the we Ar, and against my known plan of operations, 
to Fort Mitchell, forty-five miles out of position. It is precisely General Gaines’s movement upon F ort 
King, where there was no subsistence, and there is none, as you ought to have known, at Fort Mitchell. 
My g rrief and distress are at their utmost height. This strange movement you have m: de vithout giving 
me the slightest notice. os had not infurmed me, you do not even now te st] me, that you are in comm: and 
of the Alabamians, and your last letter stated th: tt it was doubtful whether you ever would be invested 
with that command. All this is infinitely strange, and was the last thing in the world that was to be 
expected from you.” 

The letter concluded with these words: ‘“ Though in grief, I still remain yours, with great regard.” 

General Jesup has given this letter, with notes of his own upon it, as part of his communication,* 
to Mr. Blair, printed in The Globe September 26, 1836. In one of those notes he says, to discredit my 
describing him to be approaching Fort Mitchell “in a starving condition,” that at the time “he had 
subsistence for the troops under his command to the 22d of June.” 

Now, in his letter= of the 15th, written from the interior of the enemy’s country, he had said to 
me: “I find it impossible to obtain cither corn or subsistence here. The hostile Indians have destroyed 
all that they have not taken away.” Same letter: “June 16.—I am now at the Big Spring, within fourteen 
miles of Fort Mitchell” “I have to request that provisions and corn be sent to Fort Mitchell. I have 
only five days’ rations, and not a grain of corn.” “1 shall probably be compelled to fall back on Fort 
Mitchell, or to a position near to it. I hope to receive orders from you at that place, to which, if I do not 
go my: self, I shall send wagons for subsistence.” And in his notef to me of the 17th, received with 
ihe letter of the 15th-16th, he s: ays: “I find that we have Jess than two days’ rations in addition to two 
days’ rations in the hands of the men. Whether successful or not against Ne-o-ee-martla, I shall be 
compelled to go to Fort Mitchell. Can you give us provisions and corn there? By all means do so.” 

Here, then, Mr. President, is a great general who takes the field against the orders and without the 
knowledge of his commander; puts himself on a wrong line of operations, without plan or object, without 
the assured means of subsistence; and when out but from three to five days breaks silence only to call for 
help, and in piteous accents declares that, whether successful or not, he will be obliged to fall back! We 
may now see why these letters were not given to The Globe; they would have supported every assertion 
of mine, so indecently contradicted in the printed notes. Take this as a second example: General Jesup 
says that when he arrived at Fort Mitchell “he found in the neighborhood several thousand bushels of 
corn which he had directed Captain Page to secure early in June.” If so, why the urgent entreaty that 
I would send provisions and corn there? I again regret the absence, by sickness, of Captain Page. My 
accuser adds in the same place: “If General Scott was not acquainted with the resources at his command, 
it was not the fault of General Jesup.” This sneer is happy enough; but, unluckily for its author, I 
myself gave him, in my letter§ of the 19th of June, the first information he had probably ever received 
of that corn! 

In the same printed notes General Jesup says, when he “arrived at Fort Mitchell, on the night of 
the 18:h June, he found a steamboat with 70,000 rations which he had ordered from New Orleans before 
he had left Washington city.” How exclusive in his foresight! Again: “he expected the arrival of 
steamboats, with supplies, at Columbus, by the 15th of June.” 

The court will here please to refer to my letter|| written at Augusta May 26, and repeated] from 
Milledgeville the 28th, addressed jointly to the quartermaster and commissary at New Orleans, and then 
turn to the testimony of Major Kirby. From the letter it will be seen that, upon a ci Weulation made by 
General Jesup and myself, we both thought that his letter from W ashington and mine from Augusta on 
the same subject would very probably reach New Orleans together. And, according to Major Kirby’s 
letter** to General Irwin, dated June 2, it was thought the first supplies could not arrive from that city 
before the 18th or 19th. General Jesup, therefore, could nof have expected those “supplies at Columbus 
by the 15th of June;” and he kuows, in fact, as 1 several times told him in my letters, that we both 
thought it would be fortunate if they arrived by the 21st or 22d. By great good luck, however, the first 
ste: »mbo: it did actually arrive at Fort Mitchell on the 18th or 19th of June, where by the whole army was 
saved from the misfortune which General Jesup’s false movement would other wise have occasioned, viz: 
of being reduced to half or third rations for many days.—(See, on this point, the testimony of Major 
Kirby, Lieutenant Waite, and Lieutenant Betts; also the deposition of Major Huson.) 

In all this time, Mr. President, from the 9th of June, when he entered on duty at Tuskegee, to the 
lith, it had never once occurred to General Jesup that his march from the frontier settlements of 
Alabama, upon Fort Mitchell, at the opposite side of the Creek country, had been intended to protect the 
women and children, whom he had left far behind, against the uplifted tomahawk and scalping-knife; or 
that he had none of that courage that would enable him to look on such scenes. No, sir; ‘ devastations 
of entire settlements,” as well as women and children, the tomahawk and scalping-knife, are entirely 
omitted in all his letters; the two to the Secretary of War, dated the 10th and 11th of June; the one to 
me of the 8th; the copy of that dated the 12th,¢+ but handed to me by his aide-de-camp on the 21st; and 
his two other letters to me, dated the 15th-16th and the morning of the 17th. But after he had, to 
anticipate me, taken the war out of my hands, and found himself “compelled to fall back on Fort 
Mitchell” for corn and subsistence; when, in short, he had, late on the 17th, received my letter of the 
day before quoted in great part above, then, and not till then, did those moving topics occur to him, in 
the use of which he has been as happy as in the invention. See his second letter tt to me, dated the 17th 
of June, in which those weapons are powerfully wielded both for defence and offence, and which letter 
closes his communication in The Globe of the 26th of September. But powerful as that letter may seem, 
he did not dare to include my reply§§ to it, dated the 19th, and which, in all fairness, ought to have been 
published at the same time. This the court will perceive from the following extract: 

“On my return to Columbus late last evening, I received your second{t of the 17th instant. This is 
fully as strange as any of your previous communications. In it you repeat nothing of your previous 
intention of marching upon Fort Mitchell; but you take care to insert two or three topics which would 
furnish a good basis for a popular appeal iwainst the hardship imposed upon you of undertaking no 
system of " offensiv e operations without my previous concurrence and readiness to act in concert with you. 
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It would seem to be for this purpose—-I can imagine no other—that you tell me that your operations have 
been ‘commenced and have been continued for the purpose of staying the tomahawk and the scalping- 
knife, and preventing the devastation of entire settlements or neighborhoods on the frontier” Nothing 
certainly could have been more meritorious. The direct protection of the Alabama settlements was within 
your competency, and, indeed, among your paramount duties. But why commence a grand system of 
offensive vperdtions which has brought you out on this side of the Creek nation at a point where I did 
not want you, without giving me the slightest intimation that you were about to commence, and, of course, 
without waiting for my approbation and co-operation? To have waited for such co-operation, and to have 
given me notice of your intended movemenis, were, allow me to say, a/so among your paramount duties. 

“Your next popular flourish is in these words: ‘I have none of that courage that would enable me 
to remain inactive when women and children are daily falling beneath the blows of the savage.’ I 
certainly believe that you have not, and there was not the slightest objection in any quarter to your pro- 
tecting the women and children of the frontier, with the defence of which you were directly charged. 
Again, nothing could have been more praiseworthy; but how does this excuse your leaving those women 
and children, and, instead of marching upon Irwinton, where you were required—marching in hostile 
array, secking battles, upon Fort Mitchell, where you were neither expected nor wanted ? 

“On the subject of the Alabama frontier settlements, | am happy to learn by your letter that you 
made such arrangements for their safety as to leave you assured on that point. 

“The last dead point you make, as if it were for future use against me, is this: ‘I would have struck 
the enemy to-night, but for your letter;* if he is not struck to-morrow morning, he will escape for the 
present; but the force I have in the field is sufficient to pursue and to reduce him.’ Here I am made to 
deprive you and the country of a great imaginary victory. I say imaginary, for [am inclined to think 
that you are, on this occasion, a little too sanguine in your calculations. But the true answer is this: 
Who gave you authority to roam at pleasure through the Creek nation, at the head of the Alabamians 
and a body of friendly Indians, without giving notice to and without concert with the Georgians and 
regulars, brought to this frontier for the same war, and at an enormous expense to the government ? 
Besides, from the position [now] occupied by you, you are forced to operate down the country, instead of 
getting below the enemy and operating wp. This precisely inverts what you knew to be my plan of 

rampaign—a plan fully developed in conversation with you, and to which you did not in the least object, 
although you were invited to discuss it freely!” 

Here, sir, it will be seen that I distinctly predicted that General Jesup’s second letter of the 17th, 
assuming new and unfounded reasons for his false and unauthorized movements, was intended much more 
for the public than his immediate commander. Hence those topics of appeal, and hence its appearance 
in his communication to The Globe, without my reply. 

The court has also seen in that reply that 1 discredited the idle vaunt that he would have struck the 
enemy a fatal blow on the 17th or 18th, but for my letter of the 16th. Now, sir, it is distinctly in 
evidence, notwithstanding that gasconade, that he not only disobeyed my orders, but, in the attempt to 
strike the blow, egregiously failed! See his third official-private letter,f addressed to Mr. Secretary Cass, 
dated June 25, and which so unexpectedly has been brought within my knowledge. It was on this, and 
the circumstances connected with the point, that I principally wanted the testimony of General Wood- 
ward.t My 14th interrogatory to Governor Schley relates to the same matters. “ 

I have given above extracts of my letter to General Jesup of the 19th of June. The following is a 
continuation of the same communication : . 

“Whilst writing the above I received your letter§ of this date, written at Fort Mitchell. You 
charge me with harshness. I have certainly in previous letters complained heavily of you as in the 
beginning of this, and have in every instance, I think, given the grounds of those complaints. The facts 
stated by me, I think, bear the construction that I have placed upon them, and I have infinitely regretted 
the existence of those facts. 

“You are mistaken in supposing that I upbraid you for asking for small supplies of rations and 
forage for your troops. I regretted the scarcity of our resources in such supplies, and apprehended a 
scarcity bordering on starvation for afew days. Fortunately, 80,000 rations have arrived at Fort Mitchell, 
(and about 20,000 here,) which yesterday were not expected earlier than the 22d, perhaps the 23d instant, 
and I am confident that, when here, we both by calculation did not expect anything from New Orleans before 
the 21st or 22d. 1 am rejoiced as much on your account as my own that we both have an abundant 
supply of rations for the present, and we know that 150,000 more will soon follow.” * * * * * * 

“General, (in haste,) I have not intended to say anything to injure you. I have shown in strong 
terms the construction I had a right to place upon your acts and letters. This I know may appear harsh. 
But, on the other hand, allow me to say that I have the greatest and an undiminished confidence in your 
honor, your intelligence, gallantry, and capacity for war. You use the word friendship: I have cherished 
for you for more than twenty-two years a warm and sincere affection, which I would not part with on 
any consideration. It has been a little shaken since I saw you; but one expression of your letter goes 
far to recall it. I think you have not been attentive to my plans and instructions. In this I certainly 
think that you have erred, and also in your failure to report fully to me. Throwing for a moment seuiority 
aside, I ask it of your ancient connexion with me to be more careful in those particulars in future. It 
will give me sincere delight to put down this war with you, and to give you all the fame which I know 
you are so capable of winning.” 

The letters between General Jesup and myself were duly, from time to time, enclosed by me to the 
adjutant general for the information of government. In writing]! to the latter on the 21st of June, I 
enclosed General Jesup’s letter to me of the 19th, and the above reply of the same date, and said to the 
adjutant general : 

“With respect to this distinguished officer (General Jesup) I have every motive in the world, public 
and private, to act in perfect harmony. All my ancient affection for him is fast returning. I hope it 
will be entirely restored in a day or two—that is, as soon as I shall learn that he conforms himself to my 
plans and instructions. ” 

Having subsequently received General Jesup’s report, dated the 20th, giving his operations and 
motives from the 12th to that date, with several other official letters (in evidence ;) having, as I passed 
down the country on the evening of the 23d, met and conversed with him on the subject ; confiding in 
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the facts and motives alleged by him on the several occasions, and being absolutely ignorant then and 
long afterwards of his letters to Mr. Sceret: uy Cass; and, above all, the dastardly attack through Mr. 
Editor Blair,* in the since notorious letter of the 20th, the court may imagine how, with my reviving 
feelings of kindness, I was led to write the voluntary apology} for General Jesup’s conduct, dated the 
23d of June, and addressed to the adjutant general. In this letter 1 requested that such of my reports 
as had animadverted on General Jesup might be returned to me, on the ground that as we were again 
friends, no trace might remain on record to show that we had ever been other wise. He had met and rode some 
miles with me that ev ening. As he entered my room, I finished the letter, handed it to him before I had 
read it myself, and it was instantly recorded ‘by an ‘aide-de- -camp in my letter-book, I did not tell him 
“on the morning of the 24th,” as he writes to Mr. Blair, September 3, that I “would ask to withdraw ” 
the letters, &c. The reqqest, and my reasons for it, he had seen the night before. With the letter in his 
hands, he intimated an objection to the word explanations offered by him; but on an admonition, on my part, 
full of firmness and kindness, he read the letter through, and expressed himself gratified with it. Why, 
sir, did he not tell me of, or instantly take measures to counteract his assassin-like letter, then so recently 
written to Mr. Blair, and which, beyond all doubt, he despatched after the receipt of mine of the 19th? 

A miserable apology is atte mpted by General Jesup, for addressing the President of the United 
States on official matters, through the secret channel of Mr. Blair, in the printed sheet { or pamphlet, 
(before noticed,) signed by General Jesup’s aide-de-camp. In this joint production it is said: ‘‘ The 
official channel of communication was through General Scott. To make the application through him 
would have been indelicate,” &. But where was the convenient channel through Mr. Secretary Cass, 
which General Jesup had twice adopted,‘on the 10th and 11th of June,) before the letter of the 20th to 
Mr. Blair, and once afterwards, the 25th of June, on other military subjects? § Have those acts of direct 
insubordination towards me been ever rebuked? It is to be presumed not, sir, or those letters would 
not have been found in the same department in the time of Mr. Secretary Butler. 

The truth is, Mr. President, General Jesup left Washington on the 22d of May,|| the day after the 
receipt of my letter respecting M: ajor Read; and aware of the displeasure which that letter had brought 
upon me, he believed himself at liberty to defy my authority, with but little observance, as often as his 

vanity might dictate. Hence his repeated boasts (in his le tters) that he had been sent into the field by 
the President himself, although in the instructions to him he was expressly told that if he found me 
there, he was to serve under me and to obey my orders, as the rules and articles of 'W ar would have told 
him, independent of those instructions ; and hence, from the same cause or causes, all those letters, 
official-private and private-official, with the pamphlet and communication in The Globe, which I have brought 
under the review of this court. The blood of all the Seminoles may be made to crimson the waters of 
Florida; but neither one nor both can wash away that stain which his conduct to an ancient friend has 
brought upon him. Sir, a moment more, and I shall have done with his name forever. 

Much having been objected to my plan of operations against the Creeks as against that in Florida, 
and there being really some danger that any plan of campa:gn may, from the sneers of some of my con- 
temporaries, be in future considered as unworthy of the native genius of American commanders, I beg 
leave, Mr. President, to fortify my last humble conception of this sort by the opinions of three highly dis- 
tinguished gentlemen who have favored me with their depositions. The following interrogatories, but 
slightly and accidentally varied, were propounded by me to each of those deponents : 

1. “ What, in the opinion of the witness, were the relative advantages or disadvantages between a 
plan of operations beginning on a line at or a little above Irwinton, and below the hostile Creeks, and 
acting up the country, and beginning (say) on a line from ruskegee to Fort Mitchell, above the greater 
number of the enemy, and thence operating down the country ?” 

2. “If the whole disposable force of Georgians, Alabamians, and regulars, with the friendly Indians 
acting as auxiliaries, had been placed in a line below the enemy, and had operated up the country, whilst 
the frontier settlements of Georgia and Alabama were guarded by competent detachmeuts, is it not prob- 
able that fewer of the enemy would have escaped across the Chattahoochee in the direction of Florida 
than actually did so escape; and, also, that the war would have been earlier finished than it actually 
was.” 

3. “Is it not probable or certain that the movement of General Jesup, and the forces under his imme- 
diate orders, from Tuskegee upon Fort Mitchell, and from that line below, before all the other forces upon 
the Chattahoochee were ready to take their positions on that river, and the base-line below the enemy, put 
the enemy upon the endeavor to escape in the direction of Florida, and led to the many severe conflicts 
which took place on the soil of Georgia ?” 

4. “Which of the two plans of operations—that of operating with the whole disposable force, under 
the general command of the said Scott, upwards, from a line below the enemy, and beginning (say) about 
the 25th of June; and the plan pursued by the said Jesup, viz: beginning an isolated movement (say) 
about the 12th of the same month, from Tuskegee towards Fort Mitche all, ‘and thence operating down the 
country—would, in the opinion of the witness, have the sooner terminated the war by the capture of the 
great body of the enemy. 

These questions are here differently numbered from the numbers they bore in the several papers drawn 
up by me, to be submitted to the witnesses. 

I regret, Mr. President, that Ihave not the time or strength to embody the answers to the several 
interrogatories given by his excellency Governor Schley, a near, an anxious, and close observer of all 
that passed; of Major General Sanford, who commanded the Georgia line from an early period to the end 
of the war, and of the honorable Mr Dawson, a colonel at home, but a captain in the campaign. Lach is 
clear aud emphatic in favor of the plan of operating upwards, in preference to the reverse plan; in favor 
of a delay to aout the 25th of June, with a view to a united movement upwards, with all the disposable 
forces, and of the opinion that the war would sooner have been terminated by that delay, in the beginning, 





and with better results. I know not an intelligent officer who was with me in the campaign who would. 


not have given like opinions if called upon for the purpose. 
To this, or a similar question propounded, viz : 
“Is the witness aware that the said Scott, in any particular, when not ill in bed, failed in point of 


*Doc. No. 214. +Doc. No. 221. t{Dce. No. 263. 
§See another official letter from him to the adjutant general, June 28, Doc. No. 242, whilst I was in command, 
(General Jesup to Mr. Cass, June 25, Doc. No. 240. 

{| Letter to him from Mr. Cass, May 19, Doc. No. 159. 
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zeal, activity, or judgment in the direction of the war against the hostile Creek Indians, before men- 
tioned?” 

The answers of Governor Schley, Major General Sanford, Colonels Dawson and Kenan, and Major 
Kirby, to this question, are all again too complimentary to be re produce ‘din this place; and no cther officer 
with me in the Creek campaign was interrogated on the subject. 

Mr. President, and gentlemen of the court: Iam exhausted; but should do equal wrong to justice 
and to my own feelings not to return to each and every one of you my hearty thanks for the patience 
and impartiality you have all shown, including the judge advocate, in this long investigation. 

Every material fact which has been given in evidence, that could by mere possibility affect your 
judgments to my prejudice, and I recollect but few of that character , will be found carefully embodied, 
or specifically referred to in this summary. Much, I know, to be wholly omitted on the other side. These 
declarations, I am confident, no examination will be able to controvert. And here, | may add, that there is 
not an important circumstance in all my recent conduct in the field, which was not duly reported at the 
earliest moment, and with my own hand, for the information of government. With, then, this over- 
whelming mass of evidence in my favor, permit me again to ask, by what strange fatality do I find my- 
self here? It is for this court, with the approbation of the President of the United States, to bid me 
depart with honor; and that thi at decision m: vy be without the further alloy of suspense, in which I have 
now but too lung been held, under circumstances which, perhaps, could not have been controlled, I will 


ask that it be speedily rende red. 
WINFIELD SCOTT. 


FREDERICKTOWN, Maryland, January 19, 1836. 





DOCUMENTS IN THE CASE OF GENERAL SCOTT. 
A. 


Hrapquarters Western Department, Jolile, Alabama, October 30, 1836. 


Sir: In acknowledging the honor of your letter of the 13th of the present month, which I received 
on the 28th, I have to desire the favor of you to lay before the court of inquiry, of which Major General 
Macomb is appointed president, my objections and views of yesterday’s date, herewith enclosed. 

I am unprepared at this moment to send to you a complete list of witnesses, nor do I think it neccs- 
sary, even if it were practicable, until I learn the result of my application to change the organization and 
location of the court. 

I am, however, desirous that my staff officers on the campaign in Florida should attend the court 
of inquiry forthwith. Captain E. A. Hitchcock, acting inspector general, now at New York, with Captain 
G. A. McCall, aide-de-camp, acting as adjutant general, now at Philade sphia. xe pleased to summon them 
to attend. I shall desire General P. F. Smith to aid the above-named officers of my staff in acting for me, 
until I have it in my power to attend the court of inquiry, which I trust will be authorized to adjourn to 
this place, from whence the court, the witnesses, and all may occasionally pay a hasty visit to the Floridas, 
or to the western frontier, as occasion may offer. 

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 


EDMUND P. GAINES 
Captain Samvet Cooper, Judge Advocate and Recorder, &c., Frederwck, Maryland. 





Heanquarters Western Department, Mobile, October 29, 1836. 

I received yesterday your judge advocate’s letter of the 13th of this month, notifying me that the first 
Monday in November, 1836, is fixed for the meeting of the court of inquiry appointed in General Order 
No. 65, of the 3d instant, and requesting of me a list of such witnesses as I may wish examined by the 
court. 

In reply, I think it my duty to state to the court, for the information of all concerned, the objections 
and views which foliow: 

1, I protest against Major General Macomb being the president, or a member of the court of inquiry, 
or of any tribunal for the investigation of any matter of accusation or rumor against me, or in which I 
am in anywise concerned, either directly or indirectly; or in reference to any duty or employmeut in which 
I have been or may be engaged during the present year, or at any time since the year 1830; because I 
have had good reason to believe that the said Major General Macomb has been, at all times, since that 
period, including the present year, up to the 13th of the present month, inclusively, ready and willing to 
wrong me; and I am therefore convinced that he would not, as president of the court of inquiry, be im- 
partial, or do me justice. I expect soon to be able to obtain satisfactory evidence, in addition to that 
which here follows, in support of my objections; and, moreover, to show that Major General A. Macomb 
is, in fact, a party, and ought to be considered a party inte wrested in, and to some considerable extent 
accountable for, any failures which may have occurred in the campaigns of the present year against the 
Seminole Indians 

2. By the Order No. 65, I have learned that the court of inquiry would assemble “at the city of 
Frederick, in Maryland, a as soon as the state of military operations against the Indians will permit the 
witnesses to attend, of which the president of the court is to judge and determine.” It seems, then, by 
your judge advocate’s letter above noticed, that ten days after the date of the General Order containing 
the directions of the President of the United States, and two days after that order was enclosed to me in 
the letter of the Acting Secretary of War, dated October 11, 1836, (which I shall presently notice more 
particularly, , and Without any known change in our Indian relations by which witnesses could be 
obtained frum the frontiers, the major gene wal has seen fit to fix a day for the assembling of the court on 
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which he must have known it would be impossible for me (without steam-power applied to vehicles of 
transportation on railroads yet to be constructed) to attend the court. I advert to this strange arrange- 
ment not by any means to manifest on my part any unwillingness to attend the court, (which nothing 
short of a deep domestic affliction that during two weeks of the present month I have had great reason 
to apprehend shall prevent, after making arrangements to obtain the requisite testimony, ) but to show 
the court the apparent design of the major general to disregard the orders of the President of the United 
States constituting the court, and to violate the President’s more recent instructions, bearing date the 
11th of this month, and of which the following is an extract: 


“War Department, Oclober 11, 1836. 


“T herewith enclose you a copy of Order No, 65, providing for a court of inquiry, to be convened at 
a proper time, for the purpose of making certain investigations, in one of which you will be a party in- 
terested. And I have the honor to inform you that the President, desirous to afford you an opportunity to 
prepare yourself for the occasion, by collecting such evidence and getting ready such documents as you may 
deem necessary, has instructed me to inform you that General Arbuckle has been ordered to relieve you 
from your command on the southwestern frontier. ; 
“OC, A. HARRIS, Acting Secretary of War. 
“Major General E. P. Gatnes, Camp Sabine.” 
(The 4th, 5th, and 6th lines underscored by me.) 


These orders and instructions appear to have been violated by the president of the court of inquiry, 
inasmuch as he has taken means to preclude the possibility of my attending the court in its first meet- 
ings, and thus depriving me of the right of a personal scrutiny of the incipient proceedings of the court, 
and subjecting me to the imputation of having neglected to attend. 

These objections will appear more obvious and conclusive to the court, and to the Department of 
War, when it is recollected and seen by the present state of the Post Office Department upon this route 
that the distance on the nearest mail-route from this place to the city of Frederick, Maryland, is nearly 
1,050 miles; that the General Order No. 65, of the 3d instant, did not reach me until the 22d instant, and 
that the above-mentioned letter from the Acting Secretary of War was accompanied by the letter from 
your judge advocate, dated October 13, (but two days after the Acting Secretary’s,) did not reach me 
until vesterday, the 28th. Hence it will be seen that the major general must have known that it was not 
possible for me to attend the court at its first meeting, when I should have been gratified to have made 
these objections in person, and to have taken other measures and made other objections, at which I have 
now only time to glance. 

3. I deem it to be my duty to protest, and I do hereby protest, against the court of inquiry suffering 
any documentary or other evidence relating to me, or to any act of mine, or any matter of accusation or 
rumor against me, to be acted on or received by the court of inquiry, before I shall have it in my power 
to attend the court and scrutinize such documentary or other evidence, and to cross-examine the witness 
or witnesses that may be employed or called against me to bolster up the reputation of others, at the 
expense of mine, 

4. In my letter to the adjutant general of the army, dated the 4th of July last, I requested that officer 
to favor me with all the official statements in his office referring to my conduct in relation to the war in 
Florida. I have not yet received the papers applied for. I shall insist on receiving copies of all reports, 
letters, and other statements referring to or calling in question the propriety of my conduct in Florida. I 
cannot complete my list of witnesses until I learn the names of my calumniators, with the matters of accu- 
sation or rumor with which the public offices at Washington may have been made the repository, and 
upon which the determination to call me before a court of inquiry was based. 

5. In objecting to Major General A. Macomb, and pointing cut the irregularity of his measures in 
preventing me from attending the court in its first sessions—an irregularity which of itself renders his 
continuance on the court repugnant to every principle of natural equity, law, and justice—I take much 
pleasure in stating that, with the exception of officers who have recently served in Florida, and are there- 
fore supposed to feel some solicitude in the matters of inquiry, one way or another, or those who have 
expressed or formed opinions inimical to me, tending to condemn me without a hearing, I know but very 
few others of the general, field, or company officers of the line of the army* to whom I would make any 
objection as members of the court of inquiry. I deem the present two junior members of the court to be 
unexceptionable, viz: Generals Atkinson and Brady. 

6. In deciding upon the foregoing objections to the president of the court, the War Department is 
desired to weigh each objection with a particular view to the latter sentence of the 92d article of war, in 
the words which follow: “ But as courts of inquiry may be perverted to dishonorable purposes, and may 
be considered as engines of destruction to military merit in the hands of weak and envious commandants, 
they are hereby prohibited, unless directed by the President of the United States or demanded by the 
accused.” I have not been accused except anonymously, indirectly, or by irresponsible persons, mani- 
festly laboring to conceal their own misconduct by endeavoring to criminate me, and that without a 
shadow of proof. I have, therefore, seen no proper occasion for demanding the inquiry. 

7. Since writing the foregoing six objections, a report has reached me that the forces (principally 
friendly Creek Indians) under Captain Lane, near Tampa Bay, have been defeated, and that the captain, 
or colonel, as he has been called, has fallen, Should this report prove to be true, I am sure the Depart- 
ment of War and the court will concur with me in the opinion that the safety of the long-neglected frontier 
of Florida, the best interest of the service, and the honor of the army, demand that the officers composing 
the court, the accused, and the witnesses should repair to the frontier or to this place, from whence all 
may, when needful, fly to the theatre of war in three or four days; and, in place of partaking of the 
comforts of the city of Frederick, unite in bringing the war once more to a close. I have never, nor can I 
willingly or voluntarily turn my back upon scenes of war, such as those in Florida, to pass my time in 
comparative indolence in the interior. 

All which is submitted with due respect. 

EDMUND P. GAINES, Major General United States Army. 


The Courr or Inquiry of which Major General Macomb is President. 





* [ have objections to some few of the cfficers of the general staff, which I need not now mention.--E. P. G. 








2 
| 
4 
8 
Lt 
/ 
i 
: 
i 
| 





214 MILITARY AFFAIRS. [No. 788. 





Freperick, Maryland, January 7, 1837. 


Pursuant to the orders of the War Department, the undersigned had the honor to present himself 
yesterday before the court of inquiry now in session in the city of Frederick, as a party interested in its 
proceedings, and claimed of right, under the provisions of the 91st article of war, the privilege of cross- 
examining the witnesses called before the court to give testimony in relation to the causes of the failure 
of the campaigns in Florida, in 1836, under Major Generals Gaines and Scott. The court decided to 
exclude him from all participation in its proceedings for some indefinite time, advising him that at some 
future period, when matters: touching himself should be presented to the court, to call him to its presence 
and accord to him the privilege claimed. 

The undersigned objects to the foregoing decision, in so far as it discovers a design to prosecute the 
procecdings in relation to the causes of the failure of the campaigns in Florida to a close in the case of 
Major General Scott, as a separate and distinct case ; inasmuch as such a proceeding would be a viola- 
tion of the order constituting the court, and would manifestly deprive the undersigned of the privilege 
guaranteed to him by the 91st article of war; matters touching himself having already been spread upon 
the record of the court, which, unless subjected to his scrutiny, must necessarily expose him to ex parle 
decisions and comments unfavorable to him; he therefore solemnly protests against any person whomso- 
ever being allowed to sum up the partial and incomplete body of evidence now on the record, or yet to be 
received, or to present any paper in the character of a defence, commenting upon such evidence, before the 
undersigned shall have accorded to him the rights and privileges secured to him by the aforementioned 
91st article of war, and which are essential to the maintenance of his reputation and honor, 

EDMUND P. GAINES, Major General United States Army. 


The Covrt or Inquiry of which Major General Macomb is President. 





No. l. 


TWeapquarters Eastern Department, Washington, July 20, 1836. 

Sir: I have just seen the private letter of Major General Jesup, dated Fort Mitchell, Alabama, June 
20, 1836, addressed to “FE. P. Blair, Washington city,” in which he complains of my official conduct, and 
on which the President has indorsed—“ Referred to the Secretary of War, that he forthwith order General 
Scott to this place, in order that an inquiry be had into the unaccountable delay in prosecuting the Creek 
war, and the failure of the campaigns in Florida. Let General Jesup assume the command.” 

In compliance with the foregoing direction of the President, 1 was ordered hither by a letter to me 
from Major General Macomb, and have now the honor to report myself accordingly. 

IT am ready to meet any investigation into my official conduct that may be ordered ; and if charges 
and specifications, with a view to a general court-martial, be not preferred against me, I have to request 
that a court of inquiry may be granted me at the earliest practicable day. 

I remain, sir, with great respect, your most obedient servant, 
WINFIELD SCOTT. 


Brigadier General Jones, Adjutant General United States Army. 





No. 2. 
, Heapqvarters Eastern Departaent, New York, August 2, 1836. 


Sir: In making my report in person, at Washington, (on the 20th ultimo,) in obedience to the 
instruction that recalled me from the command of the army of the south, I requested to be favored with 
any and all matters of charge or complaint against me, either as the commander of the forces against the 
Creck or Seminole Indians, in the preceding six or seven months. 

With the ready permission of the Acting Secretary of War, I was furnished with a copy of the only 
paper (as was understuvod) on file against me—a letter from Major General Jesup, my second in the Creek 
war, dated at Fort Mitchell, June 20, 1836, and addressed to F. P. Blair, esq., of Washington city. 

The original was conspicuously marked “private ;” but contained the insidious direction—‘ Let the 
President see this letter.” On seeing it, however, the President, it seems, chose to render that which was 
evidently intended to work my ruin in secrecy, official and public, by indorsing the paper—‘“ Referred to 
the Secretary of War, that he forthwith order General Scott to this place, in order that an inquiry be 
had into the unaccountable delay in prosecuting the Creek war, and the failure of the campaign in 
Florida. Let General Jesup assume the command.” 

Thus, on an intended confidential communication I have already been once harshly punished by a 
recall from a high command before it was known at Washington that the war which I had the conduct of 
was virtually over, (which, fortunately for me, happened to be the case,) and my accuser promoted to my 
place. But, further, as that accuser equally stigmatized my conduct in the Seminole campaign as in that 
against the Creeks, the President directs that both shall be investigated. 

That direction I did not suflicientiy attend to on the 20th ultimo, or the written demand then made 
for a court of inquiry would have been deemed superfluous. In this opinion I am now confirmed ; for, 
beside the President’s full power to order the investigation, without demand, either by a court of inquiry 
or a general court-martial, | observe in the official newspaper (the Globe) of the 29th ultimo, published 
by General Jesup’s correspondent, an editorial article in which it is said, speaking on this very subject— 
“He [the President] deemed it proper to hold General Sevtt to accountability, and make General Jesup 
the accuser.” 

Learning thus from the official paper that I may expect charges and specifications to be preferred 
against me in furm, and for the other reason suggested above, I now ask leave to withdraw my demand 
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for a court of inquiry, and to await the further pleasure of the Executive in this case; trusting, neverthe- 
less, that an investigation will be speedily ordered, and in the most vigorous form. I doubt not that the 
result will be wholly honorable to me, as well in the opinion of the public as in that of the President 
himself. 
I remain, sir, with high respect, your most obedient servant, 
WINFIELD SCOTT. 
Brigadier General Jones, Adjutant General, United States Army. 


P. S.—I shall take the liberty to send a copy of this letter direct to the Secretary of War, at Detroit, 


to save time. 
W. S. 





No. 3. 


Heapquarters Eastern Department, New York, October 18, 1836. 

Str: I have to acknowlecge the order appointing the court of inquiry, of which Major General 
Macomb is named as president, and a supplemental order extending the field of its investigations. 

I shall seize with gladness any opportunity to repel the unjust imputations under which I have so 
long labored in respect to my operations against the Seminole and Creek Indians; but, from an article in the 
official newspaper (the Globe) of the 29th of July last, Ll had been led to hope that a general court-martial 
would have been ordered for my trial on those imputations; for the Globe, in a tone of authority, said the 
President had decided to make General Jesup niy accuser. This annunciation necessarily pointed to such 
tribunal, as before courts of inquiry a formal accuser or prosecutor is unknown. 

I should certainly greatly prefer to confront General Jesup, in face of a court-martial, to being 
obliged to encounter in the dark, and at second hand, before a covrt of inquiry, his false accusations and 
misstatements, taken from newspapers, pamphlets, and I know not how many “ private” letters written 
to a third person, advantageously situated to render them most effective against me, both with the Presi- 
dent and the public. One of these artful missiles, after harshly tearing me from a high and honorable 
command, which I had every prospect of speedily terminating to the satisfaction of the government and 
the country, conferred that very command upon my insubordinate junior and accuser. Thanks to the 
Executive, this letter (of which I had not the slightest suspicion until my arrival at Norfolk) has been 
forced into light. How many more of the same character may insidiously lurk behind to envenom the 
inquiry against me I may never learn, 

Not knowing what further time might be suffered to elapse in bringing on a judicial investigation 
of the whole matter in question, and suffering greatly in public opinion under General Jesup’s ex parte 
and garbled publications, I was just about to defend myself in the form of an official letter, the publication 
of which I should have requested, when I received formal noice that the court of inquiry would meet on the 
Tth of the next month. 1 shall now forbear going into a detailed exposure and refutation of the injuries 
complained of, but will still ask, as an intimation of what had been my purpose, and the abundance of 
my means, that this letter be published. 

Of General Gaines’s similar acts of outrage against me, I have heard much, but have seen scarcely 
anything. I shall therefore confine myself in this place to the enumeration of General Jesup’s three 
principal publications which have come to my knowledge: 

1. His letter to Mr. Blair of the 20th of June last, and which was printed at length in the Globe of 
the 29th of the next month. This publication, although the letter was originally intended solely for the 
eye of the President and Mr, Blair, General Jesup evidently sanctions, as may be seen in his letter of the 
3d ultimo to the same editor, and also published in the Globe of the 26th ultimo. 

2. The pamphlet or printed sheet signed and circulated by Captain Lane, of General Jesup’s staff, 
and which is evidently the joint production of the aide-de-camp and his chief. 

3. The publication, by General Jesup, in the Globe of the 26th ultimo, of a part only of my official 
correspondence with him on the matters which are to be investigated by the court of inquiry, with 
false glosses in the form of notes, furnished the editor by General Jesup himself. 

Again solemnly protesting that I have not, up to this moment, written or suggested, or caused tu be 
written, a line or word on the subject of the Seminole and Creek campaigus for any newspaper whatever, 
I think myself entitled to ask respectfully that this letter nay be published; and this is the first time that 
I have requested the publication of even an official letter—the assertion of the Globe (July 29) to the 
contrary uotwithstanding. 

So far have I been from writing military or political articles on recent events, I have scarcely per- 
mitted myself to converse with my most intimate friends on the points in controversy. I have held 
myself in strict retirement, and have at this moment more than forty letters of inquiry from distant 
friends, some of them written eleven weeks ago, which I have not yet answered, fearing that I might 
violate the reserve I had prescribed to myself. 

With great respect, your most obedient servant, 
WINFIELD SCOTT. 

Brigadier General R. Jones, Adjutant General Uniled States Army. 





No, 4. 
War Deparryent, January 21, 1836. 
Sm: You will please to repair, without unnecessary delay, to Florida, and assume the direction of 
the operations against the Seminole Indians. 
I enclose for your information copies of the various instructions which have issued from this depart- 


ment for the suppression of the hostilities of these Indians, and of such other papers.as may be necessary 
to put you in full possession of the state of affairs in that quarter. I enclose also duplicate letters to the 
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governors of South Carolina, Georgia, Alabama, and Florida, requesting them to call into the service of 
the United States such militia force as you may deem necessary, and advising them that the authority 
thus conferred upon you will enable you to increase, modify, or revoke any requisition which may have 
been made in pursuance of the powers granted to Generals Clinch and Eustis to call upon the executives 
of those States and of the Territory for any militia force. Their powers also to call for such force will 
cease on your assumption of the command. 

It is impracticable here to prescribe the amount of force which ought to be carried into the field; that 
must depend upon the actual circumstances which you may find existing when you reach the scene of 
operations. It is of course highly desirable that no unnecessary force should be employed, as the expense 
may be thereby greatly increased. Still I would not have you hesitate for a moment in calling out such 
a number of the militia as will enable you, with promptitude and certainty, to put an immediate termina- 
tion to these difficulties. The horrors of such a warfare are too great to run any risk in its immediate 
suppression. This subject is therefore committed entirely to your own discretion. 

The difficulties with these Indians have arisen from their indisposition to comply with the terms of a 
treaty concluded some time since with Colonel Gadsden. That treaty provided for their removal west of 
the Mississippi ; but, when the period of its execution arrived, it was found that a considerable portion 
of the Indians were unwilling to remove. As they had ceded their whole country in Florida, it was 
impossible to permit them to remain there, as they would have become a lawless banditti, liable at all 
times to commit depredations upon the settlements. After much discussion with the agents of the gov- 
ernment, the Indians finally agreed that if their removal were postponed till this winter they would 
voluntarily emigrate. When the arrangements began to be made for carrying this agreement into effect, 
a spirit of disaffection appeared, which led first to the murder of one or more of our own citizens, and 
then of some of their own chiefs who were disposed to carry into effect the agreement that had been 
made. ‘This state of things was soon followed by open hostilities. 

Copies of the earlier communications to and from General Clinch, which are herewith enclosed, will 
put you in possession of all the necessary facts. 

I shall state very generally the measures which have been directed by this department. 

General Clinch is in command of the troops in Florida. He has had placed at his disposal fourteen 
companies of the army ; but how many of these have actually reached that part of the country, and are 
now acting with General Clinch, is not known to this department. He was some time since authorized to 
call upon the governor of Florida for such militia force as he might deem necessary ; and, more recently, 
similar authority was extended to him to call upon the governors of South Carolina, Georgia, and Alabama. 
A sloop-of-war and two revenue cutters have been ordered to report to General Clinch, and to co-operate 
with him on the southwest coast of Florida, and another revenue cutter on the eastern coast. 

You will perceive, by the accompanying copy of a letter to General Eustis, that, in consequence of the 
unofficial (but no doubt authentic) statements which reached here a few days since, respecting the recent 
action with the Indians, and the destruction of the settlements, authority was given to him to call upon 
the governor of South Carolina for what militia force he might require, and to accept such volunteer corps 
as might offer, and to proceed with this force, and with the garrisons of Charleston and Savannah, to St. 
Augustine, and there to assume the command, and open a communication with General Clinch. You will 
also see that General Eustis has detached one company from Charleston to St. Augustine. In addition to 
the duplicates herewith enclosed to the several executives above mentioned, another will be transmitted 
to each of them by mail. On your arrival at Charleston you will probably be able to ascertain the precise 
state of affairs in Florida and to take measures accordingly. These you will please adopt without delay. 

Should you deem it important to have a personal communication with the governor of South Carolina 
or Georgia, you are at liberty so to do. Your own route, however, to the scene of operations in Florida 
must depend upon another circumstance. Letters from Governor Eaton, General Call, and Colonel Gads- 
den, copies of which are enclosed, leave but little doubt that some of the Creek warriors have joined the 
Seminoles. To what extent this disaffection may have proceeded we have not here the means of ascer- 
taining ; but, from the number and position of the Creek Indians, it is highly important, if they evince 
any disposition to join the hostile Indians in considerable numbers, that the most vigorous measures 
should be adopted to check this spirit. It is probable that you will be able to obtain such intelligence in 
South Carolina as may enable you to form a correct estimate of the danger to be apprehended from this 
source ; and if there is reason to believe that the Creeks are in a hostile state, or that they meditate it, 
you will then call into the field such militia force as may be necessary to occupy the Creek country in 
Alabama, and immediately to reduce these Indians to submission, Should, however, there be no cause 
for alarm on this subject, your undivided efforts will be directed to the Seminoles. 

Whatever expenditures may be rendered necessary you will please to direct, and the proper staft 
officers under your command will be furnished with such funds as may be required to meet them. One 
hundred and twenty thousand rations were some time since ordered, as a precautionary measure, to the 
Whatever additional supplies may be required from the subsistence departinent will be pro- 


St. John’s. 
The arsenals at Augusta, in Georgia, and at Mount Vernon, in Alabama, and 


cured upon your orders. 
the ordnance depot in Charleston, will issue such arms and ammunition as you may find necessary. 

I have to request that you will ascertain from the various staff departments at this place the 
arrangements which have been made, and which are necessary for the transportation, pay, subsistence, 
and operations of the regular force and militia which will be under your command. The great expense 
and inefficiency of the militia, when called out for too short a time, renders it indispensable that no force 
of that description should be received into service for a shorter period than three mouths from the time of 
their arrival at the place of rendezvous, to be disbanded previously if their services should not be so 
long required. 

You will take care to have the militia regularly mustered into service, and that the number of 
officers is in proper proportion to the number of men. 

I have also to request that you will give the necessary instructions for the preservation and account- 
ability of the public property. There is upon these occasions, too often, so great a waste, particularly 
where a militia force is brought into the field, that great cirecumspection should be used. 

You will see by some of the accompanying documents that many of the negroes have been captured 
by the Indians, and that there is reason to apprehend that they will be transported to Cuba. I have to 
ask your particular attention to the measures indicated to prevent the removal of those negroes, and to 
insure their restoration. You will allow no terms to the Indians until every living slave in their posses- 
sion belonging to a white man is given up. 
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Governor Eaton has also suggested, as his letter will show, that some of the fishing vessels on the 
coast of Florida are engaged in co-operating with the Indians. This subject should be immediately 
investigated, and I refer you for the proper measures to the suggestions contained in the letter of yester- 
day to General Clinch. i. 

" [have also to request that you will communicate freely with Governor Eaton and advise him of your 
movements; so far as any expense may have been encountered, by his direction, in the defence of the 
Territory, which can be met by this department, agreeably to the usages of the service, you will order to 
be paid on the proper vouchers. But if doubts exist as to whether they are legally payable without a 
specific appropriation therefor, you will refer them here for consideration. 

The line dividing your own department from that of General Gaines is at present an imaginary one, 
and probably would, if run, actually pass through the scene of hostilities. You will pursue your opera- 
tions, therefore, without regard to any such divisionary line. 

General Clinch has been instructed to allow the Indians no pacification till they are unconditionally 
subdued, and till they consent to an immediate embarkation for the country west of the Mississippi. 
This point you will particularly advert to, as also to that branch of the instructions to General Clinch 
which directs him to deliver over to the civil authority such of the Indians as were guilty of individual 
outrages before the commencement of hostilities. If the Creeks have engaged or should engage in these 
hostilities, you will, in like manner, promptly subdue them, and make it an indispensable condition of 
peace being granted to them, that they depart as soon as the government can make the proper arrange- 
ments for their country west of Arkansas. In both of these cases it will be proper that a vigilant 
supervision be exercised over these Indians till their removal, and that they be accompanied by such a 
force as will keep them quiet. Their arms and ammunition will be taken from them and not restored 
until they shall have reached their new country. And even then a discretion must be exercised by the 
military commanding officer in that quarter to withhold them for as long a period as he may think proper, 
if the Indians evince any spirit of disaffection Colonel Hogan is the principal agent for the removal of 
the Creek Indians. He will be directed to report to you, and to receive your instructions; and he will be 
able to communicate to you all the necessary information respecting the views of the government on the 
subject of the removal of these Indians, and their mode of proceeding. 

General Clinch will give you similar information concerning the Seminoles, as he has been for some 
time in communication with them, and understands fully the views of the department. General Thomp- 
son, the principal removing agent, has been killed, and General Clinch has been requested to assign an 
officer to do his duty. 

feposing entire confidence in the arrangements you may make, and in the promptness and vigor of 
your movements, I remain, sir, &c., 

LEWIS CASS. 

Major General Wiyrtetp Scorr, Washington City. 


No. 5. 


Heapgvarters FLorma Votunterrs, Camp near Fort Defiance, December 22, 1835. 


Sir: Having heard of the distress and alarm on this frontier, occasioned by Indian depredation, I 
raised a detachment of 250 volunteer mounted riflemen from my brigade, and, under the orders of the 
acting governor, proceeded to this border, where 1 found about the same number of men, under the com- 
mand of Colonel Warren, of the East Florida militia. I have assumed command of the whole, making my 
force about five hundred men. They were raised, however, for only four weeks; and many of them are 
badly armed and equipped. The services of these troops have been tendered to General Clinch and 
accepted, for the prospect of protecting the frontier. I can, sir, scarcely give you an adequate descrip- 
tion of the frontier inhabitants. The whole country between the Suwanee and the St. John’s rivers, for 
the distance of fifty miles above the Indian boundary, is abandoned; the frontier inhabitants shut up in a 
few miserable stockade forts, and the Indians traversing the country at will, burning and destroying 
wherever they appear. Before my arrival a number of skirmishes had taken place, in which the Indians 
were invariably successful. A few days since a detachment of Colonel Warren’s command, while oa 
their march in the margin of the Alachua savannah, was attacked by a party of Indians. His baggage 
guard was defeated and his baggage captured. Two days after, I marched on the same ground, recovered 
one wagon, a carryall, and the greater part of the baggage. I had intended to camp that night at a 
house within one mile of Fort Defiance, formerly called Micanopy, where there was a supply of corn and 
fodder. When my spies and advanced guard approached they observed a house on fire; they pressed 
forward and found the trail of a small party of Indians leading into a thick hammock; they gave pursuit 
and drove them into a pond, in which there was a thick undergrowth and a number of trees, in which 
the Indians were concealed. The volunteers, led by Colonel Read, the brigade inspector, gallantly 
entered the water and fought most bravely, at half pistol-shot, as long as an Indian or the flash of his 
gun could be seen, When the fight was over we found but four of the enemy killed. My loss was four 
wounded; among these was Captain Lancaster, of the first regiment, and George Johnson, of the second 
regiment of volunteers, while fighting bravely in the front of the action. They are all doing well, except 
one of the privates, whose wound I fear is mortal. I have this moment received an express, informing 
me that the Indians have crossed the Suwanee river, and are.now burning and destroying at the old 
town. Many of my men are drawn from that quarter and a short distance beyond it; they feel much 
alarmed for the safety of their families, and I much fear many of them will leave me to-night. I assure 
you, sir, the country requires immediate protection, and it cannot be given too promptly. 

Very respectfully, I am, sir, your obedient servant, 
R. K. CALL, General Commanding in Florida. 

The Presivent of the United States. 
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No. 6. 
TALLAHASSEE, January 9, 1836. 


My Dear Genera; In iny last I informed you of the situation of the frontier of East Florida. | 
succeeded with the volunteers under my command in driving the enemy within his boundary along the 
whole line between the Suwanee and the St. John’s. Having accomplished this important object, we 
united with General Clinch, who commanded the expedition into the enemy’s country, the result of which, 
I presume, has been communicated to you through the Secretary of War. 

The time for which the volunteers engaged having expired, I have returned to this place to obtain 
from the governor the necessary force to prosecute the war. As yet, nothing has been done. When I 
left General Clinch, on the 3d instant, he could not have brought into the field more than one hundred and 
fifty efficient men. Four additional companies were said to be at Tampa Bay, on their march from that 
place to Fort King, but no certain intelligence had been received from them. One hundred and fifty 
mounted volunteers marched from this place a few days since. I ordered the commanding officer to report 
himself to General Clinch, by whom they will be employed as a protection to the frontier until we are 
prepared for a campaign. ‘To put a prompt and successful termination to this war we require an army 
of 2,500 or 3,000 men. About one-third of this force can be raised in the Territory, the balance must 
consist of regulars and militia from the neighboring States. I shall return to the frontier in some capacity 
or other, so soon as I can raise a force of any description. I should be highly gratified to command the 
army, and believe I could soon bring the war to a close. I fear, however, this I cannot do without 
injustice to General Clinch. He is a brave and good man, but I fear he is too slow in his movements to 
conduct a war against the Indians, 

I had many difficulties to contend with in my late expedition, and, among others, mutiny and desertion 
among my troops; but the examples I have made of the offenders will have a salutary effect hereafter. 

The power of the enemy is variously estimated, by those best informed, at from 1,200 to 2,000 warriors; 
and it is confidently believed that a large number of the Creek Indians have united with them. They are 
well armed; they are waging a war of extermination, and will fight desperately. 

The enclosed letter from Colonel Fitzpatrick, the president of the legislative council, will inform you 
of the manner in which arms have been furnished to the Indians. It contains other valuable information, 
which I beg leave to lay before you. 

Very, Xc., 
Rh. kK. CALL 


(ceneral Jackson. 


TALLAHASSEE, January 8, 1836. 


Sir: Previous to iy leaving Key West information was received from Tampa Bay that a Spanish 
vessel had landed arms and ammunition in the neighborhood of a Spanish fishery at Charlotte harbor, to 
supply the Indians on the coast. The surgeon of the post at Key West, Dr. Nourse, accompanied Major 
Dade’s company to Tampa and returned in the transport Motto, and communicated the information to 
several persons, and said he got it from Captain William G. Ganders and others at Tampa, and that there 
was proof of the fact, as he understood from them. I well recollect that, previous to my leaving Key 
West, I one morning observed a Spanish vessel coming in at the northwest passage, from the direction of 
Tampa and Charlotte harbor, which vessel brought no cargo, nor do I know whether or not she carried 
any away to Cuba. The collector at Key West, near two months previous to this time, had suspended 
from duty the inspector of the customs at Charlotte harbor for refusing to permit spirituous liquors to be 
landed on the island where he lived, and upon which aiso a Spanish subject named Caldez lives, and who 
is carrying on a fishery, and has a vessel trading there under Spanish colors, manned, in part, by Seminole 
Indians. There is but one citizen of the United States attached to the concern, who is the person that 
brought the charges against the inspector, and who has been going backwards and forwards in the 
Spanish schooner since that time; with this exception the fishery is carried on by Spaniards and Indians, 
and is owned by a man named Badia, who lives in Havana. I know that the Spaniards interested in the 
fisheries have been much dissatisfied on account of the proposed removal of the Indians, and that they 
have heretofore derived much benefit from the services of the Indians at the fisheries and on board these 
vessels; and that this man Caldez is more dreaded by and has more influence over the Indians than he 
ought to have. There being no inspector at this point, and the collector having sent the revenue cutter 
to New Orleans, arms and ammunition, or anything else, in any quantity, could have been landed there 
at any time with impunity. As the southern section of Florida is very little known except to the Indians, 
I take the liberty to offer you such information as a residence of more than twelve years in that section of 
country has enabled me to obtain. From Cape Roman, on the west coast, to Cape Sable, and from thence 
to Cape Florida, are innumerable islands formed by rivers and creeks running from the Everglades, (so 
called,) and having for their source the great Lake Macaco, where the Indians go in their light canoes, 
and where they have some towns and cornfields. This part of the country is little known to the white 
man, but the Indians are perfectly acquainted with it, and if they are driven from their present position, 
they will certainly go there. I have good authority, upon which I can rely, that many canoes with women 
and children, and some men, have been sent there some time ago; and if the warriors are driven there, 
they can sustain themselves against four times their number. They can live on the coonty root, which 
abounds in the vicinity of Cape Florida and New river, and the great abundance of fish and turtle which 
are found in the rivers and on the sea-coast, and which they take in any quantity at pleasure. From Capa 
Sable to Cape Florida, inside of Key Largo, and the other keys, there is but one white man living that has 
ever penetrated it and passed through; it is there the Indians have their hunting grounds, and from 
where they can retire into the islands in the Everglades, and can go to the east as far and even beyond 
New river, and to Charlotte harbor on the west. Steamboats of light draught of water, having plenty of 
small boats of the least possible draught, is the only means by which you can follow the Indians in their 


canoes. One should go to Cape Florida and proceed east to Indian river, where she can enter and go up 
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the lagoon and the St. Sebastian and St. Lucia rivers; another should go down through Key Biscayno 
bay (where the light-house is) and into Barnes’s sound, and pass through in boats to Cape Sable; and 
another should go through from Indian Key to the Cape Sable, and proceed along the coast to Cape 
Zoman and Charlotte harbor. Those vessels and boats should, by all means, get pilots at Indian Key 
and the neighborhood, who have a knowledge of the navigation, as any person unacquainted will find the 
greatest difficulty to get along. 

I am thus particular because I know much inconvenience and difficulty will necessarily occur in the 
fitting out an expedition to go on a coast so little known; and I am certain that if the Indians once get 
down there, they can sustain themselves for years against a superior force, and that it will be impossible 
to starve them out. I very much hope that the government will see the necessity of destroying those 
Spanish fisheries, and of prohibiting their vessels from carrying on any trade on the coast. 1 tender 
you my services in any way | can be useful in any expedition which may be sent to any part of the 
Territory. 

Respectfully, &c., 
©. FITZPATRICK 


General R. kK, Catt. 


No. 8, 
‘TALLAHASSEE, January 9, 1836. 


Dear Sir: By the enclosed despatch from General Call you will perceive that the volunteers have 
returned home, and the security of the frontier of this Territory and Georgia is now at the mercy of the 
Indians. <A few regulars, equal to garrison duty, and one hundred and fifty militia, are all the force, by 
General Call’s report, which is now in the field. Militia are few and widely scattered here; and as for 
arms, there are none. I send to-morrow an express to Augusta, as in my letter I advised you I should 
do, to procure arms. If successful, an expedition may be gotten up again by the last of this month. 

Again let me repeat that a large and imposing force will be necessary, as being the most economical, 
to put down these Indians. A force barely adequate; men with but little confidence in themselves, and 
are all the time going to and coming back from the war; such you will see was the case with General Call’s 
volunteers. Their term had expired, and they would come home, with an enemy just in view of them. 
The country is full of morasses and swamps; and such a force should be ordered that occasional detach- 
ments may be sent out in different directions to intercept and cut up the enemy, and parties be left to 
guard depots that necessarily may be required to be formed in the rear of the advance. 

Two or three steamboats to cover the coast, to transport troops, and to furnish supplies, will also be 
necessary, and will prove economical. Although their cost will be $1,500 or $2,000 a month to the gov- 
ernment, in the end they will prove cheapest. 

I have written to the governor of Georgia to know if he cannot take the responsibility of sending a 
force into the field. Prompt action and a good force will quiet everything here in forty or sixty days— 
tardiness and want of decision may make it last a year. Why not order all the Spanish vessels who fish 
on our coast, and no doubt aid and encourage the indians under their fishing pretexts, to depart out of 
our waters? The acts of 1794, June 5, and of 1800, April 24, give the President the power to do so. It 
is very important, I assure you. If you will authorize me, I have a steamboat, with naval officers on 
board, to whom I will assign tle duty. I think I have already the authority myself, but do not desire to 
act without the approval of the President. 

Yours, 
J. H. EATON. 


Lewis Cass, Secretary of War. 





No. 9. 
TALLAHASSEE, January, 1836. 


Sir: Ienclose you herewith my report of the result of the expedition to the Indian country, from 
which I have just returned. The exposed situation of the frontier, the hostile attitude and warlike 
character of the Indians, require that the most prompt and efficient measures should be adopted without 
delay for prosecuting the war in the enemy’s country. The precise strength of the enemy has not been 
ascertained. It is variously estimated by men of intelligence to be from 1,200 to 2,000. It is known 
they have applied to the Creek Indians for assistance, and no doubt is entertained that a considerable number 
of warriors from that nation is already in the country. Though I have, with the forces lately under my 
command, driven back the enemy, within his own boundary along the whole line of the frontier, from the 
Suwanee to the St. John’s, yet on the east of the latter river, at the last intelligence, the work of 
desolation was still progressing, and all the plantations south of Tampa were destroyed. The Indians 
are resolved not to abandon the country which contains the bones of their fathers. They have raised the 
tomahawk in despair; they are waging a war of extermination, and the safety of our fellow-citizens 
requires that not a moment should be lost in carrying the war into their own country. As yet no pre- 
paration has been made. General Clinch, when I left him on the 8d instant, could not have carried into 
the field a regular force of more than one hundred and fifty men; four additional companies were said to 
be at Tampa Bay, or on their march from that place to Fort King. But no certain intelligence had been 
received, and some fears are entertained that they may have been cut off by the enemy. 

The country in which we must meet the enemy is peculiarly favorable to the Indian mode of warfare. 
It is interspersed with swamps and hammocks, where alone they are to be found, and in which they have 
a decided advantage. To bring this war to a speedy and successful issue an army of 2,500 or 3,000 
men should be immediately ordered into the field. I have written to the President of the United States 
asking for 1,000 regular troops. I would now recommend that 1,500 foot-men, well armed and equipped, 
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be requested from the State of Georgia, for the term of six months, and that all the disposable force of 
the Territory be called into service for the same length of time. With such a force, well employed, the 
war may be brought to a conclusion in a short time; but it is in vain to think of subduing a fierce and 
desperate enemy, selecting his own ground for battle, with a force less efficient. 

The detachment of one hundred and fifty volunteers which 1 met on its way to the frontier I placed 
under the command of Colonel Parish, whom I directed to report himself to General Clinch. They will 
serve as a guard to the settlement, until an army can be carried into the field. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
R. kK. CALL. 


Governor Eaton. 


TaALLanassrk, January 8, 1836. 


Sir: The term of service for which the volunteers from Middle Florida engaged having expired, they 
are now on their return march to this place, where they will be discharged. They have made a most 
active and fatiguing expedition. They have rendered faithful and important services. We found the 
enemy in possession of the ceuntry for thirty miles above the Indian boundary. The inhabitants have 
abandoned their homes, and were collected in a few small forts constructed in their different neighbor- 
hoods. The Indians, divided into small bands, were spreading desolation over the whole land. The 
prompt and rapid march of the troops under my command soon routed and drove them within their own 
limits. 

Having accomplished this important object, the disposable regular force under the command of 
General Clinch, consisting of about two hundred men, was united with the volunteers at Fort Drane, from 
where we resolved to make a rapid movement into the enemy’s country, and attack them in their towns. 
The volunteers from Middle Florida had at that time but four days to serve, and we were able to carry 
with us only a sufficient supply of provisions and forage for that period. Our guide had informed us 
that in two days’ march we should arrive at the Withlacoochee river, at a point where it might be easily 
forded, and that within a mile from the river we should find a large town of the enemy. On the morning 
of the 31st of December we ——— from our camp before day, and soon after it was light we arrived on 
the bank of the river, where we were greatly surprised to find, instead of a ford over which to pass, we 
had to encounter a deep and rapid stream, with no other means of crossing than that of an Indian canoe 
found at the opposite side. The regulars crossed; and when a very small portion only of the voluntcers 
had gained the opposite bank the Indians in a large body commenced a spirited and unexpected attack, 
which continued for some time. During the fight the volunteers continued to cross the river and support 
the troops engaged, until the enemy was driven back. It was owing to their appearance in the field, and 
the gallant intrepidity with which they fought, that the regular troops were not entirely cut off. It was 
to them as well as myself a of deep mortification and regret that so few of us should have been 
enabled to participate in the danger and glory of the day; but, from the time of attack, and the circum- 
stances under which it was made, it was unavoidable. I crossed the river myself during the fight, and 
did not arrive on the field till it was nearly ended. 

Colonel Parkhill and Colonel Read were in the staff of General Clinch. They, with my aide-de-camp, 
Major Wellford, were among the foremost in the field, and were greatly distinguished for their bravery 
and usefulness during the fight. The loss of the enemy is variously estimated at from forty to sixty 
killed. Our loss was four killed and fifty-nine wounded. Among the latter was Captain Graham, Lieu- 
tenants Campbell, Graham, and Ridgely, of the regular troops, Colonel John Warren, Major Cooper, and 
Lieutenant ———, of the volunteers. None of the wounds of the officers are considered dangerous, 
except Major Cooper’s. He was shot through the lung's, but hopes are entertained of his recovering. 

The number of our wounded, and our want of supplies to enable us to proceed further into the 
country, compelled us to recross the river. This was successfully done about sundown, in the presence 
of the enemy, who appeared to have been reinforcing during the whole day. The volunteers formed the 
right and left flanks, resting on the river above and below the landing. The regulars formed the centre 
part of the line, uniting with the volunteers. The enemy formed a line some distance from us, covering 
our whole front The war-whoop was repeatedly given along the line, and we were in momentary 
expectation of an attack, while recrossing the river on a log, which in the course of the evening had been 
prepared for that purpose. We encamped at dark on this side of the river, under the sound of the war- 
whoop, but the enemy had suffered too severely to renew the attack, and the next day we returned with 
our wounded to Fort Drane. 

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 





R. K. CALL. 
His Excellency Joun H. Eaton, Governor of Florida. 


War Departwent, January 11, 1836. 


Sir: I am instructed by the President to say to you that you will continue your operations against 
the Indians until they are reduced to submission. You will grant them no pacification but upon their 
unconditional surrender, and with a distinct understanding that they embark immediately on board the 
vessels that have been provided, and proceed without delay to the country that has been set apart for 
them west of the Mississippi river. All the necessary arrangements for that purpose will be made, in 
conformity with the previous instructions, by General Thompson, in conjunction with yourself. From the 
state of feeling manifested by the Indians, it will be proper that the necessary guards should accompany 
them. And for this you will provide as, in your opinion, circumstances will require. When a pacification 
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is granted to the Indians they must place themselves immediately under your control, and must be prop- 
erly secured until they can be embarked. Such of them as you can ascertain have been guilty of private 
murders previous to the commencement of hostilities, or any cther infraction of the laws, you will appre- 
hend and deliver over to the civil authorities for examination 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
LEWIS CASS. 
General D, L. Crincn, Lort King, Florida. 





No. 12. 
ORDER No. 7. 


HrapquarTers oF THE ARMY, Adjutant General’s Office, Washington, January 21, 1836. 


The commanding officers of the companies at Forts Johnston and Macon, in North Carolina, and at 
savannah and Augusta arsenal, in Georgia, will proceed forthwith to Picolata, Florida, with the effective 
force of their respective companies, leaving only the ordnance sergeants and invalids. The medical 
officers of the army at the above posts will accompany their respective garrisons. 

The detachment of dragoon recruits at New York, and the detachment of recruits for the artillery 
and infantry at the same place, will proceed to Picolata, Florida; the former under the command of 
Captain Wharton, of dragoons; the latter under the command of Lieutenant Herring, of 3d artillery. 
Lieutenants Simonton and W heeloc k, of dragoons, and Lieutenant Beall, of lst infantry, are assigned to 
the command of Captain Wharton; and Lieutenant Poole, of the 3d, and Lieutenant Humphreys, of the 
2d artillery, are assigned to the command of Lieutenant Herring. 

The following officers are relieved from the duty to which they are now assigned, and will forthwith 
to Picolata, Florida, on their way to join their respective companies: Second Lieutenant 
First Lieutenant Chambe rs, 2d artillery, company G; First Lieu- 
tenant Dancy, 2d artillery, company D; Second Lieutenant Burnett, 2d artillery, company F; Second 
Lieutenant Stockton, 2d artillery, company A; Second Lieutenant F uller , 2d artillery, company G; Second 
Lieutenant Ward, 2d artillery, company G; Second Lieutenant Linn: wd, 2d artillery, company H; Second 
Lieutenant Burk, 2d artillery, company Ht. 

Assistant Surgeons Myers, Suter, and Cuyler, v 
officer in command, 

Assistant Surgeon Worrell will repair to New York without delay, and there await the orders of the 
surgeon general. 

Major General Scott will repair to Florida, and take command of the troops operating against the 
Indians in that quarter. Besides his personal staff, he will be joined by Captain Canfield, of the topo- 
graphical engineers, Lieutenant Van Buren, aide-de-camp, and Lieutenant Johnson, of the 4th artillery. 

The commanding officer of Fort Monroe will send two officers from his command, the one to Fort 
Macon, the other to Fort Johnston, in North Carolina, to take charge of those posts during the absence of 


repair 
Morris, of the Ist artillery, company C; 


vill repair without delay to Florida, and report to the 


their respective garrisons. 
The chiefs of the staff departments will make the necessary arrangements for the transportation and 
supplies for the troops destined for Florida. 


By order of Major General Macomb. 
5. COOPER, Acting Adjutant General. 


TA 





No. 13. 
War Department, January 21, 1836. 


Sm: The recent intelligence which has been received here respecting the state of affairs in Florida 
has rendered it expedient to order Major General Scott to proceed to that Territory and to assume the 
direction of the operations against the Seminole Indians, and also against the Creek Indians, should these 
latter have engaged in hostilities , as, from recent information, there is some reason to apprehend. 

I am instructed by the Pre sident to request you to call into the service of the United States, and to 
place under the command of Major General Scott, such portion of the militia of Georgia, Alabama, and 
Florida as he may require to be employed in suppressing the hostility of the above-mentioned Indians. 
It is expected that the militia thus called out will serve for at least three months after they arrive at the 
place of rendezvous, unless sooner discharged. 

I beg leave to suggest that the authority thus conferred upon General Scott will enable him to 
increase, modify, or revoke any requisition which may have been made with Generals Clinch or Eustis, in 
conformity with the letter which I had the honor to address to you on the 8th instant. This authority 
will also supersede the powers intrusted to those officers on this subject, as soon as General Scott shall 
have taken the personal direction of operations. 

Very respectfully, &c., 
LEWIS CASS. 

His Excellency Wa. Scutuy, Governor of Georgia, Milledgeville. 


His Excellency C. C. Ctay, Governor of Alabama. 
His Excellency Jonn H Eaton, Governor of Florida, Tallahassee. 





War Department, January 21, 1836. 


Sir: The recent intelligence which has been received here respecting the state of affairs Florida 


has rendered it expedient to order Major General Scott to proceed to that Territory and to assume the 
direction of the operations against the Seminole Indians, and also against the Creek Indians, should these 
latter have engaged in hostilities, as, from recent information, there is some reason to apprehend. 
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I] am instructed by the President to request you to call into the service of the United States, and to 
place under the command of Major General Scott, such portion of the militia of the State of South Carolina 
as he may require to be employed in suppressing the hostility of the above-mentioned Indians. It is 
expected that the militia thus called out will serve for at least three months after their arrival at the 
place of rendezvous, unless sooner discharged. 

I beg leave to suggest that the authority thus conferred upon General Scott will enable him to 
increase, modify, or revoke any requisition which may have been made by Generals Clinch or Eustis, in 
conformity with the letters which I had the honor to address to you on the 8th and 17th instant. This 
authority will also supersede the powers intrusted to those officers on this subject, as soon as General 
Scott shall have taken the personal direction of operations. 

Very respectfully, &c., 
; LEWIS CASS 
His Excellency Grorce McDurrir, Governor of South Carolina, Charleston, S.C. 


No. 14. 
GENERAL ORDER No. 9 


Herapqvarters or THE Ary, Adjutant General’s Office, Washington, January 25, 1836, 

1. The 6th regiment of infantry will be prepared to move from Jefferson Barracks to Fort Jesup, 
Louisiana, as soon as the season and navigation will permit. Brevet Brigadier General H. Atkinson will 
see to the execution of this order as to the time of departure of the regiment, but will remain at Jeffer- 
son Barracks and continue in his present command. Surgeon Findlay and Assistant Surgeon Hughey 
will proceed with the regiment to Fort Jesup. 

2. Major A. R. Thompson, now of the 6th infantry, and Captain J. Rogers, of the same regiment, 
will be relieved from the recruiting service, and join their regiment with all the disposable unattached 
recruits. 

3. Captain H. Smith, Lieutenants Cady, Freeman, and Williams, on engineer service, and Lieutenant 
Drayton, on topographical duty, all of the 6th infantry, will forthwith be relieved and join their regiment. 

4. Fort Armstrong will be evacuated as early as practicable, and the garrison, commanded by Lieu- 
tenant Colonel Davenport, of the 1st infantry, will be transferred to Fort Snelling, St. Peter’s, except one 
officer, one non-commissioned officer, and ten men, to take charge of the public property at that post till 
it be disposed of. Assistant Surgeon Emerson will proceed with the command to Fort Snelling. 

5. The companies of the Ist regiment of artillery, respectively stationed at Forts Severn and Wash- 
ington, and the Washington arsenal, will immediately proceed to Fort Monroe, and thence, without delay, 
to join the army in Florida, via Savannah and the St. John’s river. The battalion will be commanded by 
Major Gates. The following officers of the regiment on detached service will forthwith be relieved, and 
join their respective companies, for active service, without delay: First Lieutenants A. D. Mackay and 
E. S. Sibley, from engineer duty, and Second Lieutenant D. E. Hale, from ordnance duty. Assistant Sur- 
geon Hawkins will accompany the battalion of artillery under Major Gates to Fort King, and then proceed 
to comply with his previous orders. 

6. Major N. 8. Clark, now of the 2d infantry, will assume command at Hancock barracks, and Brevet 
Major Dearborn, with companies F and K, will proceed to Boston harbor and garrison Fort Independence. 
The quarters will forthwith be cleared and be prepared for the accommodation of the troops by the proper 
departments, and when ready the commanding engineer at Boston will notify Major Dearborn accordingly. 

7 The officers of the proper departments will furnish the necessary transportation, supplies, and all 
facilities for the execution of this order. 

8. Captain G. W. Allen, 4th infantry, now on recruiting service, will repair to Newport, Kentucky, 
there relieve Major Thompson, and assume the duties of superintendent in the western department. 
Lieutenant Barry, of the Ist regiment of artillery, is assigned to duty at Newport, Kentucky. 

By order of Alexander Macomb, major general, commanding in chief. 

R. JONES, Adjutant General. 


No. 15. 


War Department, January 29, 1836. 
Sir: By a report from the collector of Key West it appears that much alarm prevails there in conse- 
quence of the defenceless state of the island. 
I have to request, as soon as you can properly do so, that you detach one of the companies under 
your command to reoccupy that place. 
Very respectfully, &c., 
LEWIS CASS, Secretary of War. 
Major General Scort, Augusta, Georgia. 





War Department, January 29, 1836. 

Str: I have been informed by General Hamilton that, under certain resolutions of the citizens of 
Charleston, volunteers have been called into the service, and provisions, ammunition, &c., purchased, with 
a view to aid in relieving the inhabitants of Florida from the devastations of the Seminole Indians. 

I have to request that, so far as this force may be useful to you, it may be received into the public 
service, and that you will also authorize the reception and payment of the above-mentioned articles if you 
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shall need them in the prosecution of the duties intrusted to you. I am desirous that, so far as expenses 
have been incurred under the above resolutions, and with the generous motive which no doubt prompted 
them, that can be met agreeably to law and the usages of the service, this should be done; and I presume 
this object will be most readily effected by taking the volunteers and the material provided into the public 
service. Still this measure must depend upon your own view of your wants and of your means of 
supplying them. 

I have requested the Navy Department to issue the necessary instructions to the revenue cutters 
employed on the Florida coast to receive your orders, and also to desire Commodore Dallas, with the 
squadron under his command, to co-operate with you. Be pleased to communicate freely with Commodore 
Dallas. 


Very respectfully, 
LEWIS CASS. 


Major General Scorr, Augusta, Georgia. 


No. 16. 
STEAMBOAT Roanoke, river Roanoke, January 25, 1836. 

Sir: General Scott directs me to present his compliments, and begs that you will send to Augusta, 
Georgia, several sets of infantry tactics—first and second volumes—for the use of the militia, and several 
other sets of the same to Fort King, Florida. 

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
A. CANFIELD, Captain Topographical Engineers. 

General R. Jones, Adjutant General United States Army. 

P. S.—We have lost, by an accident on the railroad, fifteen hours. My letter from Petersburg, 
Virginia, should have been dated January 24. 


No. 1%. 
Fayerrevitie, North Carolina, January 27, 1836. 

Sir: General Scott directs me to say that he wishes a quantity of tents to be sent to the St. John’s, 
East Florida, that will make, with those now there, a sufficient number for 1,500 men, and camp-kettles 
and mess-pans for 3,000 men 

By the accident on the railroad we have lost twenty-four hours. 

+ : s 7. 

We shall probably stop one day at Columbia, two days at Augusta, and then proceed by way of 
Savannah. 


I am, sir, most respecttully, your obedient servant, 
A. CANFIELD, Captain Topographical Engineers. 


General R. Jones, Adjutant General United States Army. 


No. 18. 


Heapquarters Eastern Department, Augusta, Georgia, January 31, 1836. 

Str: I arrived here yesterday, after losing a day by an accident on the Petersburg railroad, and after 
stopping another at Columbia. 

No important intelligence has reached me from the theatre of war, in Florida, except that the Semi- 
noles are in greater force than was supposed, by the incorporation of captured and fugitive blacks, and 
the arrival of small parties from the Creeks in Alabama. I am happy to add that it is also reported that 
Brigadier General Clinch has communicated with the St. John’s river, and received from thence several 
wagon loads of supplies, and a detachment of recruits. 

At Columbia I learned from Brigadier General Eustis that he had called upon the governor of South 
Carolina for a detachment of 600 men. The governor being absent, I addressed a letter to him, request- 
ing that the force might be extended to a regiment of ten companies, making 740 men, including sergeants, 
corporals, and musicians. On my way hither, I found that regimental meetings had been ordered by the 
governor, for the purpose of furnishing the force required by Brigadier General Eustis, and heard that 
one regiment had given, by volunteering, the company required of it. In regard to the object of the call— 
the war in Florida—I witnessed everywhere on my route an excellent spirit on the part of the South 
Carolinians. 

On receiving, at this place, from Colonel Lindsay, and other well-informed persons, better intelligence 
respecting the force of the enemy, and the character of the country in which I have to conduct the war, 
my views and measures have been materially modified. It is now my opinion that the Seminoles cannot 
be promptiy reduced to submission by a force much short of 5,000 men, and that the greater part of this 
force ought to be mounted. 

I have accordingly made a second requisition upon the governor of South Carolina, and for a regi- 
ment of mounted men, to rendezvous at Purysburg, on the lower Savannah river; whence I propose to 
cause them to march into Florida, via Picolata. And I have required of the governor of Georgia two 
regiments of mounted men, to which I propose to give nearly the same direction—that is to say, Picolata, 
Fort Drane, or Fort King. For Tampa Bay, and to co-operate thence with the forces to be assembled on 
the St. John’s river and its vicinity, I have further made a requisition upon the governor of Alabama for 
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a fifth regiment, to serve on foot, and which I have requested him to cause to rendezvous at Mobile. 
Colonel Lindsay I shall despatch from this place, for the purposes of mustering this regiment into service, 
and of furnishing it with arms, accoutrements, subsistence, and the necessary means of transportation to 
Tampa Bay, where, having arrived, he will be instructed to assume the command of the regiment and the 
companies of artillery now at that post. 

I am afraid it will be supposed that I have called for too large a militia force for the suppression of 
the Seminoles, but I have not conversed with an intelligent person in the south who does not believe an 
army of 5,000 men indispensable to the speedy accomplishment of that object; and I have required that 
the greater part of the force shall be mounted, as being infinitely more effective against Indians than the 
same number on foot. The theatre of operations, also, I learn from persons much better acquainted with 
it than myself, is much less unfavorable to the movements and subsistence of horses than I had supposed, 
and I shall take care to have ample supplies of corn placed at Tampa Bay and on the St. John’s. 

[I find here a large number of muskets, but no accoutrements, and no cartridges for them, and the 
public powder being utterly unfit for service, Colonel Lindsay has, in order to supply the immediate 
demands of the service, been obliged to purchase powder, and to detain Captain Baden’s company to make 
cartridges. Why we have taken the trouble to build arsenals, and to deposit muskets, without accoutre- 
ments, and without cartridges, it is not forme to say. Doubtless the three should always be found together. ] 

This arsenal is also without knapsacks, and Brigadier General Eustis writes to Colonel Lindsay that 
there are less that 2,000 in the harbor of Charleston. The latter informs me that he has required of Major 
Garland 3,500. I hope that they have already been shipped to Savannah or Picolata, together with tents 
for 1,500 men, in addition to the number now in the use of the troops in Florida, in store at this place and 
in Charleston. The 1,500 additional tents I asked Major Garland, whilst at Washington, to have sent 
without delay. Tents, in sufficient numbers to cover at least one-half of the men I shall have in the field; 
musket accoutrements for every musket, and knapsacks for every man, are indispensable. Haversacks are 
equally wanted; but as it would be in vain, I fear, to inquire for these at any of our depots, I have already 
given orders to have a sufficient number made. 

Lieutenant Colonel Talcott told me, at Washington, that 500 of Hall’s patent rifles had been sent to 
Charleston, and, on inquiring of Colonel Bomford, he stated the number sent thither to be 2,500. He added 
that every rifle was accompanied with everything necessary to its use in the field. As it is my intention 
to arm a large portion of the militia called for with this rifle, I shall be infinitely distressed to learn that 
any part of Colonel Bomford’s statement, made to me, shall prove inaccurate. 

I shall want, on the St. John’s river, say at Picolata, in the next three months, about 320,000 rations, 
and, in the same time, at Tampa Bay, 160,000—including the number which may now be supposed to be 
at the two places. Of the meat part of the rations, I wish a third part to consist of bacon, (side pieces, ) 
a third part of salt pork, and the remainder of fresh beef, which I shall cause to be purchased, and to move 
on the hoof with the army. In respect to bread, I wish at least three-fourths to be in the form called 
hard; for we shall have no time to bake for ourselves, and hard bread is more portable than soft, or the 
flour necessary for the one or the other. Please give a memorandum to the above effect to the commissary 
general of subsistence; that will suffice for him. 

I think of setting out to-morrow evening for Milledgeville, in order to confer with the governor on 
the hostile dispositions recently evinced by the Creek Indians on the borders of this State. From the 
facts which have reached me, I think it probable that I shall deem it necessary to place a body of Georgia 
militia and another like force from Alabama in observation upon those Indians, as well to hold them in 
awe as to prevent their sending further reinforcements to the Seminoles. 

This letter onght properly to be addressed to the Secretary of War; but as the general-in-chief com- 
plained, on a former occasion, that I did not communicate with him, I address myself to you for the 
information of both the Secretary and the general-in-chief. 

I have the honor to remain, with great respect, your most obedient servant, 
WINFIELD SCOTT. 


Brigadier General R. Jones, Adjutant General U. S. Army. 


P. S.—I expect to be back here at the end of three days, and at Savannah in a week. 


W. 5. 


CHARLESTON, January 31, 1836. 

GrNERAL: I have seen General Eustis, and placed him in possession of your letter. I have also said 
to him what you desired. Colonel Bankhead will leave here probably on Tuesday for Savannah. There 
is a letter here directed to you from Major Garland, stating that tents for 1,000 men are ordered to 
Savannah. This letter is enclosed herewith. Iam sorry to say that your fears as to the rifles were well 
founded, Not one of Hall’s has been sent here. There are, however, 200 on hand, of the old pattern. 
There are but 38 common tents on hand, and none of any other kind at this place. 

General Eustis is of opinion that both horses and mules should be purchased. 

_ Nothing has been received from Fort King since the 6th instant; not much apprehension, however, 
is entertained for its safety. Captain Drane, with about 80 men, well armed, left Picolata about the 11th 
with provisions for that pest; of these, also, nothing has been heard. If they had not succeeded in reach- 
ing their destination, the bad news would probably have reached this city. With an apology for this 
scrawl, 

I am, general, your most obedient servant, 


A. VAN BUREN. 


Major General Scorr, Augusta, Georgia. 
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No. 20. 


Heapquarters Eastern Department, Augusta, Georgia, February 2, 1836. 


Having ascertained that the governor of this State would be absent from Milledgeville to-day and to- 
morrow, I have delayed setting out to see him till this evening. I shall be back here in two or three 
days, and then proceed to Savannah, where I shall necessarily be detained longer than I could wish. 

As apprehended, of the 500 patent rifles said by Lieutenant Colonel Talcott to be at Charleston, and 
the 2,500, as reported by Colonel Bomford, not one has arrived! I wish this fact to be distinctly placed 
under the eyes of the Secretary of War. From the want of rifles we shall be obliged to arm the volun- 
teers and drafts with muskets, and here again, although we have muskets in abundance at this arsenal 
and at Charleston, we have (as reported to me by Brigadier General Eustis and Colonel Lindsay) but 
about two thousand five hundred musket accoutrements! It is useless, under such disappointments, to 
waste time in sending to the arsenal at Mount Vernon. I shall take it for granted that that depot, like 
all the other ordnance establishments in this quarter, is deficient in its supplies. 

In this state of disappointment and vexation I shall endeavor to borrow of South Carolina, say 1,500 
musket accoutrements, and twice as many knapsacks; but it is doubtful whether South Carolina has them 
tolend. Our storehouses are equally deficient in camp-kettles. These I have no hope of borrowing, and 
shall therefore immediately give orders to have as many made here, at Savannah, and Charleston, as I 
shall probably want 

I have just received from Major Garland an invoice of tents for one thousand men, ordered to Savan- 
nah. I asked him for one-half more, and he has sent no other article of camp equipage. 

Musket-cartridges, say 160,000 rounds, I wish to be immediately sent from the north to Picolata. 
The companies of Captains Baden and Van Ness, here and at Charleston, are now engaged in making a 
supply for immediate use. On the subject of the strange deficiency under this head I have already (in 
my last letter) spoken with indignation. 

I have to ask that the attempt be yet made to send to the St. John’s river twenty-five hundred of 
Hall’s patent rifles, with everything necessary for their use in the field. They may possibly arrive in time. 

Copies of my letters to the governors of South Carolina, Georgia, Alabama, and Florida; also, to 
Colonel Lindsay, who will leave here in a day or two, will be sent to you by one of my staff to-morrow, 
in my absence. 

The Seminole force, I have every reason to believe, is much greater than was apprehended at the time 
I left Washington. Governor McDuffie, among many others, strongly recommends that an overwhelming 
force should be marched into Florida at once. 

I fear that I shall have a difficulty in obtaining the two regiments mounted, asked for from this State. 

Cannot the 4th infantry be ordered from Louisiana to the theatre of operations? Volunteers tu occupy 
the United States barracks at New Orleans, and to keep guard in that city, might readily be obtained by 
arrangement with the governor of Louisiana for a few months. I am strongly tempted to carry this idea 
into execution. 

I have reason to believe that the greater part of the Creeks on the borders of this State, now remaining 
in the nation, are disposed to maintain peace with us. The band called Huchees may be excepted. 
Between it and the whites, near Columbus, there has been some fighting, six or ten days since, and no 
doubt many of the young Creeks have gone off to join the Seminoles. All these matters I shall under- 
stand better when I shall have conversed with Governor Schley. 

On looking again at Major Garland’s letter, I do not perceive that the tents are to be sent to New 
York for shipment, in case the Delaware should be closed with ice. I may not, therefore, hear of them 
till the next general thaw. I beg that twice that number of wall and common tents be immediately sent 

to Florida from New York, together with camp-kettles for 1,500 men, as I may net be able to have made 
here, at Savannah and Charleston, half the number wanted of the latter article. 
I remain, with great respect, your most obedient servant, 
WINFIELD SCOTT. 

Brigadier General Jones, Adjutant General United States Army. 





No. 21. 


Aveusta, Georgia, February 3, 1836. 
Generat: I have the honor to transmit, by General Scott’s order, copies of his letters to the governors 
of South Carolina, Georgia, Alabama, and Florida, and to Colonel Lindsay. 
With the highest respect, your obedient servant, 
J. E. JOHNSTON, Lieutenant Artillery. 


Brigadier General Jones, Adjutant General United States Army. 





No. 22. 


Heapgvarters Eastern Department, Columbia, South Carolina, January 29, 1836. 


Sm: With this I have the honor to transmit to you a duplicate communication from the Secretary of 
War. 

By a letter from Brigadier General Eustis, just received, I learn that he has made a call upon your 
excellency for 600 men. I will ask that that force be extended to a regiment, and that it consist exclu- 
sively of infantry, or infantry and riflemen—that is to say, of ten companies, with the field and staff pro- 
vided for by the acts of Congress on the subject. 
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Volunteers will be gladly accepted in lieu of militia drafts, and I presume that they may be more 
readily obtained. For greater explicitness, I will add that mounted infantry or riflemen are not required. 

I beg leave to suggest that it would much hasten the arrival of the force on the theatre of operations, 
say the St. John’s river, East Florida, if your excellency would have the goodness to designate for the 
companies several different points of rendezvous in the n: wigable waters of the State, convenient for 
embarkation on board of the steamboats. 

Arms and accoutrements shall be supplied by the United States. Any volunteers from the State 
already accepted to serve for the period of three months, unless sooner discharged, may be considered as 
a part of the force herein called for. 

I shall = out to-night for Augusta, Georgia, where I may be detained several days, and then expect 
to proceed to Savannah. At the one or the other place I shall be happy to learn from your excellency 
what points have been given for the rendezvous of the South Carolina regiment. 

I have the honor to remain, with high respect, your excellency’s most obedient servant, 
WINFIELD SCOTT. 
His Excellency Georcr McDurriz, Governor of South Carolina. 





No. 23. 


HeapquarTters Eastern Department, Augusta, Georgia, January 31, 1836. 


Sir: Since I had the honor to address you on the 29th instant I find it necessary to provide for a 
larger force than was then deemed necessary to put down the Seminoles in Florida, and to hold in check the 
Creeks in Alabama. I have, accordingly, now to call upon your excellency for a regiment of mounted 
men (to be armed as infantry or riflemen) for service in Florida, in addition to the regiment of foot 
already called for from South Carolina. 

I will ask your excellency to be pleased to order the oS of mounted men, as soon as drafted 
or raised by volunteering, to rendezvous at Purysburg, on the Savannah river. At that place an officer 
of the United States army shall be in waiting to muster into the service of the United States the compa- 
nies as they shall successively arrive, and to furnish the arms and accoutrements which may be required. 
The period of service for both regiments will be three months, unless sooner discharged. And if your 
excellency should prefer that the two regiments furnished by your State should be considered as forming 
a brigade, be pleased to designate the usual general staff for the same, and they shall be accepted and 
mustered into the service of the United States 

Hoping to hear from you on the subject of this and my former letter, I will add that I expect to 
remain in this place four or five days longer; and if obliged to visit Milledgeville to procure better intelli- 
gence respecting the temper and mov ements of the Creeks, that I shall return here within the time 
specified. 
I have the honor to remain your excellency’s most obedient servant, 

WINFIELD SCOTT. 
His Excellency Georce McDvurriz, Governor of South Carolina 


P. S.—But for the impression that the greater part of the expected theatre of war in Florida would be 
unfavorable to the subsistence and movements of cavalry, I should have asked for none but mounted men. 
On conversing with Colonel Lindsay and others at this place that impression has been materially changed; 
and as it will “probably be more agreeable to the South Carolinians to volunteer to serve on horseback, i 
will now say that if any of the companies of the regiment first called for should present themselves at 


Purysburg mounted, they will be gladly accepted as part of that regiment. 
WINFIELD SCOTT. 





No. 24. 


HeapquarTers Eastern DepartMent, Augusta, Georgia, February 1, 1836. 

Sir: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your excellency’s letter of the 30th ultimo, just 
brought to me by an express. 

It will be quite as well for the whole force asked for in the first instance by Brigadier General Eustis 
to report to him in Charleston, as your excellency suggests, as for it to proceed by company and by different 
routes towards the theatre of operations, as was suggested by myself. 

By the third section of the “act more effec tually to provide for the national defence, by establishing 
a uniform militia throughout the United States,” the organization of the militia was fixed, and has since 
undergone but slight modifications. Such of these as may be material I will briefly notice. The original 


act was approved May 8, 1792. 
sy the said third section “each regiment (shall consist) of two battalions, each battalion of five 
companies, each company of sixty-four privates.” * * * ‘To each company one captain, one lieutenant, 
one ensign, four sergeants, four corporals, one drummer, and one fifer or bugler. That there shall be a 
regimental staff, to consist of one adjutant, one quartermaster, to rank as lieutenants, one paymaster, one 
surgeon, one surgeon’s mate, one sergeant major, one drum major, and one fife major. 
~The material modification of this act is found in one entitled ‘An act concerning field officers of the 
militia,” passed April 20, 1816, and in these words: “ That from, (&c.,) instead of one lieutenant colonel 
commandant to each regiment, and one major to each battalion of the militia, as is provided by the?act, 
(May 8, 1792, above quoted,) there shall be one colonel, one lieutenant colonel, and one major to each 
regiment of the militia, consisting of two battalions.” 
I will therefore beg your exeellency to cause the second regiment I have had the honor to call for 
from South Carolina to be organized according to the provisions of law; and also the first, as far as may 


now be practicable without too great a luss of time. 
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I understood at Washington that mounted men, or mounted infantry and riflemen, were, in respect to 
pay, considered as cavalry; but that the officers’ monthly pay was regulated by that of infantry. In 
respect to the former, I refer your excellency to the act approved January 2, 1795, sections 1, 2, and 3. 

The general staff of a brigade is fixed by the act of April 18, 1814, in these words: “To each brigade 
an aide-de camp, with the rank of captain; and quartermasters of brigade, heretofore provided for by law,” 
shall have the rank of captain. The fundamental act of 1792 having said that there shall be “to each 
brigade one brigadier general, with one brigade inspector, to serve also as brigade major, with the rank 
of major.” 

Expecting to be back at this place from Milledgeville in a day or two, and to remain till perhaps the 
6th or 7th instant, I have the honor to remain, with the highest respect, your excellency’s most obedient 


servant, 
WINFIELD SCOTT. 
His Excellency Governor McDurrin, de. , 





No. 25. 


Heapquarters Eastern Department, Augusta, Georgia, February 2, 1836. 


Sir: By returns from Charleston, just received, I have to apprehend a delay in receiving from the 
north the full supply of knapsacks, musket accoutrements, tents, and camp-kettles, which will be required 
for the Florida campaign. To save time, I wil! beg your excellency to instruct the storekeepers of South 
Carolina, at Charleston or elsewhere, to let the United States have such of those articles as may be upon 
hand and which may be required. 

Receipts shall be given for the articles, and I pledge myself to your excellency to cause the articles 
furnished to be replaced in kind from the depots of the United States without delay and without expense 
to South Carolina. 

Your excellency will greatly oblige me by causing a note to be written to Brigadier General Eustis, 
at Charleston, in reply to this request, as I may be absent from Augusta in the direction of Milledgeville 
for several days. A copy of this letter I shall cause to be sent to Brigadier General Eustis for his 
information. 


I have the honor to remain, with high respect, your excellency’s most obedient servant, 
WINFIELD SCOTT. 


His Excellency Grorce McDurriz, Governor of South Carolina. 





No. 26. 


Heapquarters Eastern Department, Augusta, Georgia, January 31, 1836. 


Sir: I have the honor to transmit with this a duplicate communication from the Secretary of War. 

In pursuance of the authority conferred upon me, I have now to call upon your excellency to place 
under my command two regiments of mounted men, (infantry, or infantry and riflemen,) for the period 
of three months, unless sooner discharged, and which force I will immediately cause to be mustered into 
the service of the United States. 

If it be preferred, the two regiments may be considered as constituting a brigade, and the usual 
general staff for such a corps will at the same time be mustered into the service of the United States. 

The force herein called for is destined by me to act against the Seminole Indians in Florida, and I 
will beg your excellency to give the regiments one or more places of rendezvous, in the direction of (say) 
Picolata, where ample magazines shall be provided. The arms (rifles or muskets) and accoutrements 
which may be required to render the force effective shall be supplied at the same place, or earlier, accord- 
ing to circumstances. 

It is my purpose to be in person at Picolata, as early, at least, as the 10th of next month; and I need 
not add how important it is that the Georgia force should be there as near that time as practicable. 

In respect to the Creek Indians on the borders of Georgia, and who are understood to be unquiet, if 
not in a state of hostility toward the United States, I propose to confer with your excellency in person 
within the next two or three days. 

In the meantime I have the honor to be your excellency’s most obedient servant, 
WINFIELD SCOTT. 


His Excellency Wm. Scutey, Governor of Georgia. 





No. 27. 


Heapquarters Eastern Department, Augusta, Georgia, January 31, 1836. 


Sm: I have the honor t» transmit with this a duplicate communication from the Secretary of War. 

In pursuance to the authority conferred upon me, I have now to call upon your excellency to place 
under my command one regiment of infantry, or infantry and riflemen, to serve on foot, for three months, 
(unless sooner discharged,) against the Seminole Indians in Florida. 

I will beg your excellency to appoint Mobile as the rendezvous for the regiment, whither I shall 
send Colonel Lindsay, of the army, to muster it into the service of the United States, and to accompany 
it to its point of destination—Tampa Bay. 

Colonel Lindsay will also cause the regiment to be supplied with the arms, the accoutrements, the 
ammunition, subsistence, and whatever else may be necessary to its efficiency in the field. 
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In respect to the Creek Indians on the borders of Georgia, I will beg your excellency to confer with 
Colonel Lindsay, to whom I shall give such instructions as may be deemed necessary. If, after conferring 
with him, a force should be deemed necessary to observe and hold in check the Creeks, I have to request 
that you will furnish that force, and place it in the position that may be determined upon by that con- 
ference. The force shall be mustered and taken into the service of the United States. 

In the meantime I need not add how important it is, with a view to the operations against the Semi- 
noles, that the regiment from Alabama destined to act from Tampa Bay should be speedily raised by 
draft or volunteering, and embark for that place. 

I have the honor to remain your excellency’s most obedient servant, 
WINFIELD SCOTT. 


His Excellency C. C. Cray, Governor of Alabama. 


No. 28. 


Heapquarters Eastern Department, Augusta, Georgia, February 1, 1836. 


Sir: With this communication your excellency will receive a duplicate one from the Secretary of 
War. 

I am here engaged in procuring forces to suppress the Seminole Indians. With a view to this, I 
have asked for one regiment of foot and one of mounted men from South Carolina, two regiments of 
mounted men from Georgia, and one regiment of foot from Alabama. The latter I have requested the 
governor to cause to rendezvous at Mobile, whence it will proceed to Tampa Bay, when Colonel Lindsay, 
of the army, who will accompany it, will assume the command of the regiment and the regular compa- 
nies he may find in garrison there. All the other troops, regular and militia, recently ordered to Florida, 
or now to be raised, will proceed by the St. John’s river, open a communication with Brigadier General 
Clinch, form a junction with him and Colonel Lindsay, and, having opened a free communication with 
Tampa Bay, take that line as a new basis of operations, and prosecute the war with the utmost vigor. 

The South Carolina regiment of foot will be on the St. John’s by the 10th instant; the other regiments 
will arrive in that quarter later. One independent company has already sailed hence for that destination, 
and another will follow from this little patriotic town to-morrow. Brigadier General Eustis will accom- 
pany the South Carolina regiment of foot, and I shall follow closely. 

I ought to add that four additional companies of regulars and one hundred and seven dragoons, 
recruits from New York, are probably already in movement for the same destination. In respect to the 
Creeks in Alabama, on the borders of Georgia, whose dispositions are doubtful, I shall take measures, in 
concert with the governors of Georgia and Alabama, to hold them in check and in awe, and particularly 
to prevent them from sending reinforcements to the Seminoles. I go for this purpose to-morrow to Mil- 
ledgeville, and shall write fully to the governor of Alabama. 

When I have added that I suppose it will be of great importance to cut the enemy off from his 
fastnesses to the left of the line from the St. John’s river to Tampa Bay, and to throw him to the right, I 
shall have given you an outline of my means and my views. 

In respect to the militia from your Territory, already much harassed by the war, I shall be happy 
to take into the service of the United States any four or six hundred mounted men who can be spared 
from the immediate defence of their homes, and whom your excellency may find it convenient to put in 
the field, but I make no positive requisition to that effect at this time. Any force actually embodied, or 
which you may cause to be embodied, with not more than the proportion of officers fixed by the act of 
1792, for “establishing a uniform militia throughout the United States,” shall be considered as being in 
the service of the United States for the period of three months from the time they embarked at the 
request of your excellency. 

I shall be thankful, and pay the necessary expenses, if your excellency can find an opportunity to 
communicate the substance of this letter to General Clinch, to whom, though I shall write, I may not be 
able to reach from this quarter. 

I have the honor to remain, with great respect, your excellency’s most obedient servant, 
WINFIELD SCOTT. 
Hon. J. H. Eaton, Governor of Florida. 





No. 29. 


Heapquarters Eastern Department, Augusta, Georgia, February 2, 1836. 


Sm: You will please repair to Alabama, without unnecessary delay, and cause to be in readiness at 
Mobile the arms, accoutrements, ammunition, flints, and knapsacks necessary to equip and render efficient 
in the field a regiment of infantry, which it is expected his excellency the governor of Alabama will, 
under a requisition that I have made to that effect, cause to be raised and rendezvous at that city. In 
the meantime you will correspond with the governor on the subject of the regiment, and endeavor to 
hasten its arrival at Mobile by any means in your power. As soon as aware of its near approach, you 
will engage the means of transporting it to Tampa Bay, accompanying it thither, and on your arrival 
assume the command of all the forces, regular and militia, assembled at that point. But, prior to the 
embarkation at Mobile, you will muster the regiment into the service of the United States for the period 
of three months, unless sooner discharged, and immediately after cause the rules and articles of war to 
be read at the head of the several companies. 

In mustering the corps into service, you will be careful to see that there be not an excess of officers 
compared with the number of men, either in grade or number. In this respect you will take as your 
guide the act for “establishing a uniform militia throughout the United States,” passed the 8th May, 
1792, modified, in regard to the field officers, by the act of April 20, 1816. 

To procure the arms and equipments mentioned, it may be necessary to visit the arsenal at Mount 
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Vernon, or to send to New Orleans. In either case, you will require what may be needed in my name and 
by my authority. 

Should you, in your route to Mobile, learn that the Creek Indians are as hostilely disposed against 
the whites as has been, a little time since, reported, and which reports I do not now credit, you will imme- 
diately confer with the governor of Alabama on the subject, by letter, and, if practicable, ‘in reference to 
the other duties assigned you, in person, on the subject; and in the case of evident necessity, request his 
excellency to place a regiment or battalion of infantry in observation upon those Indians, and | will, in 
such case, cause the regiment or battalion to be mustered into the service of the United States. 

By the 20th of this month, at the latest, I hope to be in sufficient force on the St. John’s river, or at 
Fort King or Fort Drane, to commence a system of vigorous operations against the Seminole Indians, 
and by that period you, I think, may be expected to have arrived at Tampa Bay. Your co-operation from 
that side may have a powerful influence on the result of the campaign, but I do not wish you to put any- 
thing seriously to hazard until you shall have heard from me, or until you shall be positively certain that 
I have pushed the war to within one or two marches of your position. In such case, with or without 
special instructions, you will press forward with energy until you open a communication with the main 
army. It is not probable, however, that you will find yourself many days at a time without instructions 
from headquarters, and I desire that you will avail yourself of all means to report frequently everything 
that may be interesting at or about your post. 

It is unofficially reported that Lieutenant Colonel Twiggs, with a detachment of the fourth infantry, 
has been ordered from New Orleans to Tampa Bay. If this should be true, your force may be sufficient 
to enable you to leave the necessary garrison, and to operate a junction with the main army at the dis- 
tance of three or four marches. 

Relying fully on your zeal, gallantry, and judgment for the execution of the duties assigned to you, 


I remain, with great respect, your obedient servant, 
WINFIELD SCOTT. 
Colonel Wituram Linpsay, United States 2d Artillery, &c. 


P. S—I have omitted to mention camp equipage, which you will also endeavor to procure for the 
Alabama regiment, and I will remind you of the great utility of furnishing every man with a haversack. 


No. 30. 
TaLLaHASsEE, February 3, 1836. 


Dear Sir: To-night intelligence has reached me, and I greatly rejoice at it, that you are to take com- 
mand of the Florida war. The authorities at the city of Washington greatly undervalue the power of 
this foe, taking into consideration the country that is to be operated in. Their numerical force cannot be 
less than 3,000, probably more. To conquer them, a greatly superior force should be sent to overawe 
them in the first place, and by garrisons and strong depots to hold the country as an advance upon it is 
made. It will be folly to move against them except such results can be effected; and short of three or 
four thousand men they cannot be attained. In an open field Greek may meet Greek, and contend for the 
palm of victory; but amidst the gloomy covert forests, where the savages can lie concealed, that sort of 
glory is too insecure and doubtful. 

Will you permit me to suggest—and I do it with great respect towards you, for suffer me to say, as 
I hope you well know, that no one reposes in you more and greater confidence than I do—that the mode 
of action and operation should be an attack at different points at one and the same time. 

General Clinch is locked in by the enemy at Camp King; for the last thirty days he has had no com- 
munication with Tampa Bay, distant from him about one hundred miles; the enemy occupies the ground 
between. Until the 20th of January, which is twenty-three days after the fell disaster of poor Dade, 
being within thirty-five miles of the conflict, he was without information of the butchery of his detachment. 
Of course you will perceive that everything of communication is cut off between those points. It is 
matter of hazard for an express to approach General Clinch either from east or west. 

My suggestion to you is this: that the force you can command from Georgia, say 1,000 or 1,200 men, 
be hastened on to Camp King. General Clinch has only about two hundred regulars under command at 
this time. A few days’ provisions will answer. It need not be a matter of concern with you about sup- 
plies. The Secretary of War writes that 120,000 rations are ordered from New York, and here and at 
Tampa will be found a supply for 3,000 men for forty or fifty days. 

The Georgia troops should be advanced to Camp King. You should proceed here, and go by water 
from St. Mark’s to Tampa. The force called out here, 500 men, are coming in; about 200 are already 
here. I propose sending them by water to Tampa, where there is already about 250 effectives. The 
governor of Georgia speaks of having rendezvoused at Thomasville (near here) 400 men; these 
also should be embarked at St. Mark’s for Tampa, and thus you will have a force there of 1,200 or 1,400 
men. A like force under Clinch, to advance from the north, would enable you to make a junction in three 
days, and cut off all the Withlacoochee Indians. On the other hand, if the advance be made eutirely 
from the direction of Camp King, the Indians will retreat before you, not meet you, and on their way 
may destroy the post and friendly Indians at Tampa, and our transports there. Three of our ships-of- 
war are there, but cannot approach the fort near enough to give aid. 

I write in haste, and for any further particulars refer you to Colonel Hawkins. 


With great respect, 
JOHN H. EATON, Governor of Florida. 





Major General Winrre.p Scort. 
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No. 31. 
War Department, February 2, 1836. 

Sir: I have the honor to transmit for your information a copy of a letter this day addressed to the 
governor of Georgia. If the force called out by the governor of Georgia is, in your opinion, required, 
you will please receive it into service; and if not, it will be discharged without delay. 

So far as the expenditures which have been incurred for the Florida militia, received into service by 
General Clinch, can, from the state of the accounts, be met with reference to this department, you are 
requested to direct their payment. Your acquaintance with the laws and usages of the service will 
enable you to judge what cases may be safely paid without this reference. The paymaster general will 
give the paymasters the necessary instructions to make such payments to the militia serving under you 
as you may direct. He will furnish the paymasters with such forms and detailed instructions as, I trust, 
will enable them to perform their duties in such a manner as will insure the prompt settlement of the 
accounts. 

Very respectfully, &c., 
LEWIS CASS. 
Major General Scorr, Augusta, Georgia. 





War Department, February 2, 1836. 


Sir: I have had the honor to receive your letter of the 23d ultimo, and, in answer, beg leave to inform 
you that the arrangements you have made for calling a militia force into the service of the United States 
for the defence of Florida are approved by the President, and the expense will be met by the United 
States, so far as the same may be in conformity with the law and the usages of the service. 

Agreeably to your suggestion, I have directed a warrant to be issued in your favor for the sum of 
$15,000, which will be remitted to you in a draft on the Bank of Augusta, for the purpose of being applied 
to meet the above expenditures. I have to request that regular vouchers may be taken in all cases, 
specifying the amount and object, in order to facilitate the settlement of the accounts. Be pleased, also, 
to cause the men to be regularly mustered into service. It is expected they will serve the term of three 
months after their arrival at the place of rendezvous, unless sooner discharged. It will be necessary that 
the provisions should be issued upon regular provision returns, signed by the commanding officer. I have 
to request that your excellency would communicate freely with Major General Scott, to whom the general 
operations have been committed, and who will make such a disposition of the forces raised as he may 
think proper. 

Very respectfully, &c., 
LEWIS CASS. 
His Excellency Witu1am Scutey, Governor of Georgia, Milledgeville. 





No. 33. 


War Department, February 6, 1836. 

Sir: I have the honor to request that the course stated in my letter to you of the 29th ultimo, respect- 
ing the supplies furnished by the citizens of Charleston, may be pursued with relation to other places 
which have, in like manner, voluntarily interposed their means for the suppression of the Seminole 
hostilities. 

Very respectfully, &c., 
LEWIS CASS. 
Major General Scort, Augusta, Georgia. 





No. 34. 


Heapquarters Eastern Department, Augusta, Georgia, February 6, 1836. 

Sir: For the information of the Secretary of War and the general-in-chief I have to report that I 
returned from Milledgeville last night. 

From the governor of the State I was happy to learn that all apprehension of disturbances on the 
part of the Creeks on the Chattahoochee had entirely subsided. Their chiefs have solemnly pledged 
themselves to keep their people quiet within the nation; to deliver any property which may be taken or 
stolen from the whites, &c. The governor concurred with me in the opinion that it would hardly be 
necessary to station a regiment or battalion in observation upon those people; but it was agreed upon 
between us that he should adopt that precautionary measure in case of any change in their attitude or 
dispositions. 

By my visit to Milledgeville, I believe I may flatter myself that I have quickened the measures 
necessary to obtain, by volunteering or drafting, the force required of this State. A most excellent spirit 
prevails both on this and the other side of the Savannah river. Governors McDuffie and Schley are 
exerting themselves to the utmost to furnish their quotas of men. The former is now with me for the 
convenience of arranging certain details. The South Carolina regiment of foot has gone to Charleston, 
and probably will embark hence to-morrow or the next day. The second call for a regiment of mounted 
men will also be mainly supplied from the same State by volunteering. Perhaps one or two of its com- 
panies will present themselves on foot. They shall be accepted; and the whole number may be expected 
at the general rendezvous (Purysburg) by the 16th instant. 
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The call made upon Georgia will be complied with as speedily as possible. Of the twenty companies, 
(two regiments, ) probably only a little more than one-half will be mounted. These are directed to march 
upon Picolata, via Colerain, on the St. Mary’s river, where I shall, as at Purysburg, have subsistence for 
men and horses provided. The companies on foot will proceed from Macon by steamboats to Picolata; 
five have already taken that route. 

By the term regiment, in my several requisitions, I had reference to the organization prescribed by 
the “act more effectually to provide for the national defence by establishing a uniform militia throughout 
the United States,” approved May 8, 1792, modified, in respect to the higher officers, by the act of April 
20, 1816, “concerning field officers of the militia.” A regiment, therefore, consists of seven hundred and 
forty-four enlisted men, including non-commissioned staff. 

If there be any act of Congress respecting the organization or pay of militia, whether cavalry, 
infantry, or mounted men, not in Cross’s Militia Laws, 1 beg you will point it out to me, or rather send 
me a copy. Governor McDuffie thinks there is one giving two lieutenants to each company of infantry, 
and that the South Carolina law, which specifies two lieutenants, is founded on an act of Congress to 
that effect. The Georgia law is, in this respect, the same, which increases the presumption; but Governor 
Schley, like Governor McDuffie, could not find the. act in the Code of the United States. Out of respect 
to those States, I suppose it to be my duty to accept of the two lieutenants per company of infantry, and 
the act of 1792 expressly gives two to each company of cavalry. In fact, four officers per company of 
sixty-four privates are necessary to its efficiency in the field. 

I have caused upwards of one hundred horses to be purchased in this neighborhood, and in two days 
more the number will be completed to one hundred and fifty. They are designed as mounts for the dragoon 
recruits and for the baggage-train. The larger portion will be sent off to Savannah the day after to-morrow, 
and the remainder are to follow closely. The average cost of these horses will be something less, I think, 
than one hundred and twenty dollars, including a commission to the agent employed of five per centum. 
They are equal to the service for which they are intended, and are thought to be cheaply purchased at 
that rate. 

I have also ordered the purchase of twenty two-horse wagons, in addition to an equal number pur- 
chased by the direction of Brigadier General Eustis below, which will be sent hence to Savannah. Even 
these and fifty pack-horses will scarcely suffice for the baggage and subsistence train of the army to be 
assembled in Florida. 

My duties on the route of Columbia and Milledgeville have thrown me out of the line of intelligence 
from the seat of war. To-morrow I shall set out for Savannah, where I may be detained for some 
days in calculating and arranging the supplies which will be wanted in Florida, and for the troops on their 
route thither. 

[From a letter addressed by Colonel Bomford to the storekeeper in Charleston, I learn that five hundred 
rifles have been at length ordered to that place, but no advice of the shipment had been received. Five 
hundred ordered instead of the two thousand five hundred sené/ It will be impossible for me to make war 
without arms, and I think the troops who are to serve in Florida entitled to the most effective. I trust that 
a former letter, in respect to these rifles, will have been promptly attended to. | 

Brigadier General Eustis will precede me by a few days in arriving in Florida. He will be instructed 
to occupy himself in organizing the troops as they shall reach the St. John’s, the means of transportation, 
&c. Lieutenant Colonel Bankhead I shall detain to muster into service the mounted regiment of South 
Carolinians who are to rendezvous at Purysburg, near Savannah. 

I have had the honor to receive, this evening, two letters from the Secretary of War, both dated the 
29th ultimo. His instructions shall be attended to. 

The force that first sailed from Charleston for St. Augustine volunteered for the immediate defence 
of the latter place, and only for one month. I shall soon cause it to be honorably discharged, for the moment 
we are in force on the St. John’s, and take up the expected line of operations, St. Augustine will become 
an interior position. That line of operations will probably be first from Picolata to ‘Tampa Bay, in order 
to open communications with Forts King and Drane, and with Colonel Lindsay. My object will be to cut 
the enemy off from the country to the left of that line, and to force him to the right. If I succeed, the 
theatre of operations, though favorable to him, will be much less bad for us than the southern part of the 
peninsula, No definitive plan of operations, however, will be laid down till I shall have arrived upon the 
St. John’s, and have obtained the best information which can be had. 

I am more and more persuaded that I have not called for too large a force. By the 25th instant I may, 
perhaps, have in Florida, in all, four thousand men, and by March, five hundred more. It is not probable 
that I shall delay offensive movements quite so long. Whatever may wisely be attempted with smaller 
numbers shall not be neglected. 

I remain, sir, with great respect, your most obedient servant, 


WINFIELD SCOTT. 
Brigadier General R. Jones, Adjutant General United States Army. 





No. 35. 


HrapquartTers Eastern Department, Savannah, February 9, 1836. 


Sir: | arrived here this evening, and wrote in haste by the steamer John Stony, just from St. Augus- 
tine, bound to Charleston, to take the chance of this letter finding you at the latter place. 

It is presumed that the South Carolina regiment of foot has, by this time, embarked for Florida, and 
I am anxious that you should be there (at St. Augustine or Picolata) as soon as practicable. If I were to 
send Lieutenant Colonel Bankhead, he would find himself commanded by one or two full colonels, and 
perhaps by a brigadier general, (from Georgia, ) in less than five days after his arrival. 

The objects to be accomplished by your early presence in Florida are many: First, your rank, expe- 
rience, and talents, will enable you to organize the service in that quarter generally. Secondly, to cause 
to be mustered into the service the militia companies which are there, and those which may be 
daily expected to arrive, to open communications with Brigadier General Clinch and Fort King, and, in 
gencral, to do whatever the good of the service or particular emergencies may require. For these purposes 
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you will assume the general command of the left wing of the army of Florida, and establish your head- 
quarters, for the time, either at Picolata,or St. Augustine, visiting the other place. I shall follow you ina 
few days; that is, as soon as the greater part of the militia called for from South Carolina and Georgia shall 
have reached Florida, and I shall have made the necessary arrangements (from this place) for the entire 
force destined for the war in that quarter. 

Five companies of foot embarked on the 4th instant, on board a steamer at Macon for Picolata, and 
three companies of mounted men were to have marched from the neighborhood of Milledgeville on the 7th 
or 8th, for the same destination, via Colerain, on the St. Mary’s river. Other companies of Georgia militia 
will proceed from day to day by the same routes. Those on foot by the Ockmulgee, and the mounted 
men by Colerain from the interior of the State, and in a few days the mounted regiment of South Caro- 
linians will begin to arrive at Purysburg, on the Savannah, to march thence, by Colerain, to the same 
general destination, Picolata. 

I shall probably cause the companies of this regiment, as they successively present themselves, to 
be mustered into the service at Purysburg; but all that shall reach Florida without having been so 
mustered, will there, by your orders, be formally taken into service. 

In compliment to the State laws of South Carolina and Georgia, 1 wish that every company of 
militia, whether mounted or on foot, of sixty-four privates and upwards, may be accepted with one 
captain, two lieutenants, (one first and one second,) and one ensign or cornet. If the excess of privates, 
per company, be very great, I have no objections that even another lieutenant, per company, should be 
accepted. For the field officers and the staff of a regiment, see the acts heretofore referred to. The 
companies being below the standard of sixty-four privates each, I wish to be accepted with some liberality 
in respect to subalterns. 

I am as anxious to see you in person as I am desirous that you should be early in Florida. If you 
can call here without much delay, do so; if not, proceed at once to your destination. My wish is to 
converse with you as to the impending campaign in general, and also to learn the precise quantity of 
forage ordered to Florida, and the number of rations. But I have time to say no more, except that I 
shall send forage and rations to Colerain for the mounted Georgians, who are to take that route, and the 
same to Purysburg for the second regiment of South Carolinians. Unfortunately, the quartermaster here 
is sick in bed. 

Twenty two-horse wagons, with harness, I have ordered to be purchased at Augusta. They will 
pass here in a few days for Florida. I have also caused to be purchased one hundred and twenty 
dragoon horses, and about thirty for the baggage-train. How many of each have you sent to Florida? 

If the cavalry recruits from New York should not touch here, their horses must be sent to Picolata. 

With great respect, I remain yours, truly, 
WINFIELD SCOTT. 


Brigadier General Eustis, &c. 





No. 36. 


ApscTant GENERAL’s Orrice, Washington, February 10, 1836. 

Six: Your letter of the 31st of January, from Augusta, communicating the preliminary measures you 
have taken in reference to the amount of militia force which you have called for, and the proposed 
military operations in Florida, has been duly received and submitted to the Secretary of War and the 
general-in-chief. 

Those subjects of your letter which refer to the several departments of the staff have been commu- 
nicated to those departments respectively, with reiterated instructions to furnish all supplies necessary 
for your operations in Florida. It may be proper to remark, however, that as the law makes no provision 
for the issue of knapsacks for the militia, these articles cannot be supplied. This subject has this day 
been referred by the Secretary of War to the military committee, with a request that a law be passed 
authorizing the issue of knapsacks to the militia. 

Since writing the above, I have received your communication of the 2d of February, which has 
also been submitted to the Secretary of War and the general-in-chief. Orders have been given to the 
several departments of the staff to furnish as promptly as possible the supplies required by your several 
communications. 

Your suggestion that the 4th infantry should be ordered to the theatre of operations has been 
anticipated in part by Major General Gaines, who has ordered the companies from Baton Rouge to 
Florida. 

The copies of your letters to the governors of South Carolina, Georgia, Alabama, and Florida, also to 
Colonel Lindsay, mentioned in your communication of the 2d instant, forwarded by Lieutenant Johnson, 
have also been received. 

A letter from Captain Belton, the commanding officer at Fort Brooke, received the 8th instant, 
reports that he has taken into service about ninety of the friendly warriors, located in his immediate 
vicinity, with a view to co-operate against the hostile Indians. The government is by no means disposed 
to employ the Indians in this affair; but as matters may have proceeded so far as to be beyond its 
control, it is now left entirely to your discretion. 

I am, sir, with great respect, your obedient servant, 
R. JONES, Adjutant General. 
Major General Scorr, Commanding in Florida, Savannah, Georgia. 





No. 37. 


Heapquarters Eastern Department, Savannah, February 11, 1836. 
’ ’ ’ 
Sm: I have had the honor to receive your excellency’s communication of the 3d instant by the hands 
of your aide-de-camp, Colonel Hawkins, whom I have placed in possession of my means and plans for the 
prosecution of the war against the Seminole Indians. The details he will communicate to you. 
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I am very thankful for the complimentary expressions contained in your letter, and still more for the 
valuable information and suggestions it contains. The former | shall endeavor to the utmost to deserve 
by a prompt termination of the war that has so greatly afflicted a large portion of your Territory. 

I have but little to add to my letter to your excellency of the lst instant. The militia forces called 
for from South Carolina and Georgia are already in movement by land or by water, and I hope the 
regiment of Alavamians will soon be at Mobile, so as to arrive at Tampa Bay by the 25th instant at the 
latest. 

With the exception of about 450 Georgians, all the forces destined to act from the St. John’s river 
may be expected to arrive by the same date, and 1 shall be there about the 18th. Brigadier General 
Eustis will precede me, and I shall commence operations promptly. 

I have preferred to cause the greater part of the reinforcements to assemble at Picolata and St. 
Augustine, as these places are more accessible from Fort King, and because the magazines will be on the 
St. John’s. Besides, I still entertain the hope of finding the great body of the enemy above the line from 
St. Augustine to Tampa Bay, and of driving them towards Middle Florida and Georgia. If I succeed in 
doing so, the theatre of operations will ke much narrowed, and, although the surface of the country will 
be favorable to the enemy, it will be much less bad for us there than that below. 

In respect to the Florida militia which your excellency may have, or shall find it necessary to put 
into the field, defensive positions are suggested; and if [ should be able to push the war to their vicinity, 
the Florida militia would then have an opportunity of assuming the offensive, and of striking to great 
advantage. All this, however, I will beg leave to refer to your own discretion and better knowledge of 
the necessity of the case. Whatever may be required on my part in respect to the acceptance and 
payment of the force detached by you, under the limitations heretofore stated, shall be readily done. 

I hope that my letter of the Ist instant was received in time to render it unnecessary, in your excellency’s 
judgment, to send any part of the militia of Florida to Tampa Bay. Even without a reinforcement from 
New Orleans, (of which I know nothing except by rumor,) Colonel Lindsay will by the 25th instant be 
in sufficient force at that point. 

Hoping to interchange frequent communications with your excellency, I have the honor to remain, 
with great respect, your most obedient servant, 

WINFIELD SCOTT. 

His Excellency J. HW. Eaton, Governor of Florida. 





No. 38. 


Heapquarters Eastern Departwent, Savannah, February 16, 1836, 

Sir: I arrived here this day week, and have been most fully occupied in regulating the supplies and 
the movements of the troops destined for Florida. Henee I have not had a moment to look into the 
subjects referred to me in the letters of the Secretary of War, dated the 29th ultimo and the 6th instant, 
and apprehend that if I were to undertake to go thoroughly into those matters, | should be nothing but 
an auditor of accounts for the rest of the campaign. 

My information from Florida represents a virtual truce between the small force under Brigadier 
General Clinch and the enemy. The former is too weak to act offensively, and the latter, like all other 
Indians, never attack field-works, though of the slightest construction Indeed, of the positions and 
movements of the enemy there is nothing recent or specific. The route from Picolata to Forts Drane and 
King seems to be open for even the smallest detachments. 

Brigadier General Eustis passed here two days ago with Captain Van Ness’s company of United 
States artillery, on board a steamer bound to St. Augustine. I appreve of his detention at Charleston, 
where he made himself highly useful in preparing the means for the campaign, and in mustering into 
service the regiment of South Carolina foot. This regiment, or nine of its companies, embarked a day or 
two before him, and the tenth company bas followed. Of the other regiment from that State, which will 
be mounted, (except one company, and that passed here yesterday in a steamer,) I only know that it was 
expected to begin to arrive yesterday on the Savannah river. Learning that Purysburg was not so 
favorable a point for crossing as Hudson’s Ferry, twenty-two miles above, I despatched an order by an 
express, some days ago, to change the direction of the regiment accordingly. Captain Page is gone up 
in a small steamer belonging to the engineer department, with arms and subsistence for this regiment, 
and to assist in passing it across the river. He has my instructions to muster it into service.—(See 
accompanying paper A.) 

Of the two mounted regiments asked for from Georgia, probably not more than twelve companies will 
present themselves on horseback. Five of the latter are now presumed to be at Colerain, on the St. Mary’s 
river, or beyond, and five on foot arrived a few days since from Macon, at Darien. Steamers, with 
subsistence, have been despatched to take the foot to Picolata, and Lieutenant Colonel Bankhead is gone 
to muster the battalion into service. A steamer had been previously despatched with subsistence for men 
and horses to Colerain or Traders’ Hill, (within five miles of each other,) and to Jacksonville. All the 
mounted men from South Carolina and Georgia will pass by those places. The market of this vicinity 
could not supply the required quantity of grain for that steamer, and I have been obliged to substitute 
rice-meal for Hudson’s Ferry on this river. If the Arctic, supposed to be yet fastin the ice of the Chesapeake, 
had arrived, we should have had corn for Colerain, Jacksonville, (on the St. John’s,) and Hudson’s Ferry. 
I deem it quite unfortunate that some reference to the thermometer had not been made before the ship- 
ment of troops and supplies, in the dead of winter, from Baltimore. Every body and thing on board the 
Arctic I consider as thrown out of the campaign, and I fear the same conclusion would be just if applied 
to the tents, knapsacks, and rifles expected from the clothing and ordnance bureaus. 

In respect to subsistence for men and horses, to be placed on the St. John’s and at Tampa Bay, I beg 
leave to refer to instructions given by me, copies of which (B and C) are herewith enclused. [The papers 
A, B, and ©, by mistake, have preceded this letter. ] 

Colonel Hawkins, the aide-de-camp of Governor Eaton, arrived here a few days since, bringing 
despatches, and he has set out on his return with my answer. I had anticipated his inquiries, generally, 
by my letter to his excellency, dated the first instant, (a copy of which has been forwarded,) and I have 
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said to him, more in detail, that it will be preferable to place any force he may have in the field or find it 
necessary to call out (not exceeding 400 or 600 men) in defensive positions fur the protection of the 
settlements of Middle Florida, as it was still my hope to cut off the hostile Indians from the southeast, 
and drive them towards those settlements. I added that if I could succeed in that wish, the Florida 
militia might, as approached, pass from the defensive to the offensive, but I have not required the levy of 
a single company in Florida. 

I learn by newspapers that from 600 to 1,000 men, mostly volunteers, have sailed from New Orleans 
for Florida, I think Tampa Bay. I have not called for a single man of the regulars or militia from 
Louisiana. Perhaps the reported force volunteered for the temporary protection of Tampa Bay, as cer- 
tain companies sailed hence and from Charleston for the specific defence of Picolata and St. Augustine 
some weeks ago. Hence I could not rely on the troops from Louisiana for the general purposes of the 
campaign, and therefore did nothing to arrest the detaching and the march of troops from this quarter, 
But if Tampa Bay has been reinforced from Louisiana, and to the extent reported, Colonel Lindsay will 
be in a condition, on arriving with the Alabama regiment, to act offensively in any direction, and inde- 
pendent of support. 

His excellency Governor Eaton estimates the enemy’s armed force, including blacks, I presume, at 
3,000, against which I may have, by the end of this month, something less than 5,000 men in the field, 
say, 1,400 mounted, and about 3,200 on foot, and not a word has been heard of or from the United States 
The mounts for them, however, have arrived from Augusta, 


dragoon recruits since I left Washington. 
Instructions have been repeated to 


together with about thirty horses applicable to the baggage train. 
send those recruits to this place for their horses, should they touch at Charleston. 

Nothing has yet been heard from the governor of Alabama, or from Colonel Lindsay, in respect to 
the regiment asked for from that State, but I do not doubt that the utmost activity and zeal will be dis- 
played by both in complying with the wishes I have expressed to them respectively. I cannot too highly 
applaud the spirit that has been manifested in South Carolina and Georgia. Governors McDuffie and 
Schley have lent themselves powerfully to the occasion. The former has made extensive circuits to 
inspire, to detach, and to organize, and both have thrown open the arsenals and magazines of their States 
to supply, as far as they could, our wants; but, unfortunately, we shall still be greatly deficient in tents, 
knapsacks, and rifles, unless supplied from the north. I shall direct returns to be sent to Washington of 
such articles as we have been obliged to borrow, and hope, for the honor of the United States, as well as 
to redeem my personal pledge, that each and every one will be promptly replaced in kind. The lower 
parts of Georgia and South Carolina should not long be left disfurnished of the means of putting effective 
detachments of militia in the field. A like consideration has induced me to leave the feeble company of 
United States artillery at the Augusta arsenal behind. That city has sent into Florida two fine companies 
of volunteers and I do not think the United States have the moral right to place the implements and 
munitions of war in the midst of such a populacion, without placing at the depot a competent guard. 
That company is, moreover, still engaged in fixing ammunition for the Florida army. 

With my approbation, Brigadier General Eustis accepted the services of a company of Charleston 
volunteers, to occupy Fort Moultrie in the absence of its regular garrison. This arrangement rendered 
Captain Van Ness’s company disposable for the field. 

Brigadier General Eustis has been instructed to send the revenue cutter Jefferson to coast Florida 
as far as Key West, for information, &&. On the return of the cutter I shall act on the suggestion of the 
Secretary of War, and send, if necessary, a company to reoccupy the evacuated post. 

Hoping by to-morrow, or at the latest the day after, to have done everything here in my power for 
the good of the campaign, I shall set out for Florida, and occupy myself equally at St. Augustine and 
Picolata—places only about seventeen miles apart. The post office I understand is at the former. 

Captain Page has been ordered to proceed, after a few days, to the Creek nation, stopping on the way 
to muster into service a battalion that the governor of Georgia, by arrangement with me, has thought it 
prudent to place in observation upon that people. Should the governor of Alabama have deemed it 
necessary to adopt a similar measure, Captain Page is also instructed to muster the furce put in obser- 
vation from that State. 

I shall arrive in Florida in advance of rather more than half the forces called for from South Carolina 
and Georgia, and probably before the Alabama regiment has reached its destination. All that may profit- 
ably be attempted before the arrival of the rearmost companies from the two former States shall be put 
in practice; but it is not my expectation to risk any detachment of less than, say, 700 or 1,000 men beyond 
supporting distance of a like body. At Picolata I hope to find a full report from Brigadier General Clinch 
in answer to all my inquiries; and finally, I may flatter myself that towards the end of this month I shall 
be in condition to commence decisive operations. 

With great respect, I remain, sir, your obedient servant, 
WINFIELD SCOTT. 


3rigadier General R. Jones, Adjutant General United States Army. 


P. S.—Brigadier General Eustis is fully instructed to do in Florida before my arrival all that I could 
myself execute if there in person. 

Lieutenant Chambers arrived here the night before the last. Have all the other lieutenants who were 
on the 21st ultimo ordered to join the companies in Florida, or expected to be there, got excused from the 
dangers and hardships of the campaign? I hear nothing of any of them. 

February 17.—The steamer in which I am to go to Florida, and which was expected last night, has 
not arrived. The head of the mounted South Carolina regiment has reached this river above. ‘lhe rear 
is expected to follow in six or seven days. I have heard of the movement of but ten companies of 
Georgians, besides the two from Augusta already in Florida. 

W. S. 
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No. 39. 


Heranguarters Eastern Department, Savannah, February 14, 1836. 

Sir: I expect to want at Tampa Bay, between the first of March and the middle of May, for the army 
to be employed under my command against the hostile Seminole Indians, independent of the wants on 
account of such of those Indians as may be forced to emigrate, subsistence as follows: 

For men, two hundred and fifty thousand complete rations, and for horses, one hundred and twenty 
thousand rations of corn and oats and forty thousand rations of hay or fodder. 

From each of these supplies you will please deduct what you may estimate to be at Tampa Bay on 
the first of the next month, or on its way thither. The remainder you will immediately begin to purchase 
and ship to that place, say a third (except the long forage) early in March, another third by the first of 
April, and the other third by the first of May. The long forage, in the whole, must be at Tampa Bay by 
the first of April, and begin to arrive by the 10th of March. 

To enable you to judge with accuracy the quantity of each kind of subsistence to be sent, you will 
call for a return from the proper officers at Tampa Bay by the first conveyance that may go to that place 
and return to New Orleans. This you may do in my name. 

As it is feared that the army will be deficient in tents and knapsacks, you will please send any that 
may be on hand at New Orleans to Tampa Bay—say a number of each sufficient for one thousand men. 

I am also ignorant of the number of rounds of fixed musket and rifle cartridges which I may fiud at 
the same general depot. 

If there should be at New Orleans a supply of either on hand, send to the number of eighty thousand 
musket cartridges, and twenty-five thousand for rifles, with the first subsistence you may ship; and in lieu 
of cartridges, an equivalent in powder, lead, paper, and twine. Send, at the same time, say, two hundred 
rounds of fixed canister for twenty four-pound howitzers, and twice that number of rounds for six-pounders. 
You may make a partial deduction from each kind of ammunition, according to your knowledge of the 
quantity supposed to be already at Tampa Bay. 

In respect to the rations for men, the bread part must, to the extent of seven-cighths of the whole 
number, be in the form called hard. The utmost exertions must be made to have the necessary quantity 
baked, if the market should not be able to supply it, at once. The meat part of the rations, to the extent 
of three-fifths of the whole, must consist of well-cured sides of bacon, and the remainder of pork, as it is 
not expected that many cattle can be purchased in the southern part of Florida. 

If there be not tents on hand near you, you will cause the number asked for to be immediately made 
and shipped. 

Show to the commissary of subsistence at New Orleans this letter, on whom it will be as obligatory, 
in all that concerns his department, as if it were directly addressed to him. 

Relying on the zeal and promptitude of you both, I remain, with great respect, your most obedient 


servant, 
WINFIELD SCOTT. 
The Unirep States Assistant QuartTerMAsTER, Wew Orleans. 


P. S—Since writing the above I have heard it said, on some uncertain rumor, that six hundred or 
seven hundred volunteers had sailed from New Orleans for Tampa Bay. This force was not included in 
the foregoing estimates and requisitions, which were forwarded on the supposition that I should have in 
the field, say, 900 regulars, 1,450 men (half mounted) from South Carolina, 1,480 (part mounted) from 
Georgia, and 740 (foot) from Alabama. 

WINFIELD SCOTT. 





No. 40, 


Heapqvarrers Eastern Department, Savannah, February 12, 1836. 


Sir: I shall want at Picolata sufficient grain to feed (say about) 1,700 horses for seventy days, and 
hay for the same number of horses about one-third of that time. 

About 4,800 bushels of corn and no pounds of hay have been ordered to Picolata from Baltimore; and 
you are no doubt acquainted with the quantity sent from Charleston, 

To complete the supply of each kind of forage specified above as likely to be wanted on the St. John’s 
river, you will immediately take measures to purchase and to ship thither what may be required. It is 
not important that all the forage yet to be purchased should arrive at once, as a portion of it will not be 
wanted in six or eight weeks. You may accordingly regulate yourself in the purchase and shipment, 
bearing in mind that there are but small means of storage at Picolata. 

As Brigadier General Eustis is expected to leave Charleston to-day, I address myself directly to you. 


With respect, yours truly, 
WINFIELD SCOTT. 
Lieutenant J. L’Enete, Assistant Quartermaster United States Army, Charleston, South Carolina. 





No. 41. 


Heapquarters Eastern Department, Savannah, February 12, 1836. 

Sir: By a letter from the Secretary of War you will have been advised of my approach for the pur- 
pose of taking upon myself the general direction of the war in Florida. No mortification ought to be felt 
by you because the command has been given to me. I am your senior, and it was known that I was your 
friend. With very limited and, as experience has shown, inadequate means, you have maintained your 
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positions in the enemy’s country, and you have fought a battle with honor to yourself and the handful of 
brave men who were under you. I shall have an overwhelming force, with ample magazines aud means 
of transportation, together with all the benefits of your better local knowledge and personal services. I 
have come to this place by the upper route, via Columbia and Milledgeville, for the purpose of making 
arrangements in person to facilitate and hasten the movements of detachments of militia called for from 
South Carolina and Georgia—two regiments, or 1,480 men, from each, and one regiment, or 740 men, in 
addition, from Alabama. | have despatched Colonel Lindsay to hasten the embarkation of the latter from 
Mobile, and to accompany this regiment to Tampa Bay, where he will assume the command, on his arrival, 
(say from the 20th to the 25th instant,) of all the forces he may find there, and operate thence towards the 
main army, which will move from Picolata and St. Augustine. 

The remainder of the reinforcements ordered to Florida will be assembled at Picolata and St. Augustine. 
Brigadier General Eustis precedes me by a few days, to organize and place in position the troops which 
first arrive, and to open a communication with you and Camp King, (at least by letter;) and I am happy 
to learn, unofficially, that you are in security, and have kept open the communication with Picolata via 
Fort King. 

I am unable as yet, from the want of recent information from the theatre of war and better topo- 
graphical knowledge of that theatre, to lay down any definite plan of operations. I shall rely much on 
communications to be received from you on all points necessary to the formation of such plan; but my 
present idea is, that it may be best to move upon the road to St. Augustine to Tampa Bay, until joined by 
Colonel Lindsay, from the latter place, and, if possible, to cut off the greater number of the Indians from 
the fastnesses below that line. By confining the etiemy above, the theatre will be much narrowed; and, 
although the country will be favorable to him, it will be much less bad for us than the southern part of 
the peninsula, What hope is there, say with 3,000 men, of accomplishing this leading object? In the 
meantime I can make any movement that may facilitate your junction with me at some favorable point; 
or, the positions of Forts Drane and King being succored, or considered as secure, you may remain at the 
former till the main army shall reach, in driving the enemy, your immediate vicinity. Let me have, as 
promptly as possible, and freely and fully, your views on these, and on all other points that may be 
interesting to the service. 

Brigadier General Eustis, with a regiment of foot from South Carolina, will probably be on the St. 
John’s or at St. Augustine abcut the 15th instant. Three companies of United States artillery and about 
one hundred dragoon recruits, all from the north of the Potomac, will be there soon after; and two compa- 
nies of United states artillery, from North Carolina, have already reached the same destination. Some 
wagons and horses are also gone, and others are to follow. From Georgia, a part of the forces on foot, 
say five companies, left Macon by steam on the 7th instant, and the remainder of the militia of the same 
State, mostly mounted, are no doubt now in route. Finally, the regiment of mounted South Carolinians 
may be expected to pass this place in the next seven or eight days. I therefore hope to be in force at 
Picolata and St. Augustine by the 25th instant, and personally present before the 20th. 

I have this instant learned that I may not expect to have in Florida more than 960 of the Georgia 
militia before the end of this month. I, however, shall not wait for the remainder, but commence operations 
probably about the 25th instant, if I shall hear from you by that time. 

I have provided about forty two-horse wagons, and shall have (say) about one hundred pack-saddles. 
Shall I be able to operate with the former, or are the two means of transportation in due proportion to 
ach other? My knowledge of the interior of Florida is yet but very imperfect. Please send me one or 
more good guides, if you have them, and any good interpreter who may be with you. If those persons 
join me after I shall have advanced into the interior, it may be sufficient. 

Please give me the best intelligence you can as to the distribution of the enemy over the face of the 
country; his numbers, including blacks, and the proportions of foot and mounted. Where are the women 
and children probably concealed ? 

I shal! wish to organize a corps of scouls or spies. Will Colonel Warren (who has been with you) 
make a good commander of such corps, or can you recommend one? What other individuals can you 
point out as serviceable members of such corps ? 

What is your strength in regulars, volunteers, and friendly Indians? What your means of subsistence 
for men and horses? and what means of transportation have you in wagons, horses, mules, and pack- 
saddles ? 

If you, from your better knowledge of the interior of Florida and the probable distribution of the 
enemy, think it best that I should, with the whole or part of the new forces, operate on the direction of 
Forts King and Drane, please give ine your reasons. 

With entire confidence in your abilities, and the highest personal regard, I remain, general, yours truly, 

WINFIELD SCOTT. 

Brigadier General Cuincu, Fort Drane, East Florida. 





No. 42. 


ASSISTANT QUARTERMASTER’S Orrice, New Orleans, February 26, 1836. 


Genera: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your communication of the 14th instant 
from Savannah, Iminediately on the receipt I called upon the assistant commissary of subsistence, and 
put him in motion.- I find there is not a barrel of hard bread to be obtained in the city without having it 
baked for the occasion. Lieutenant Morrison is exerting himself to get it ready as soon as possible. I 
fear he will not be able to procure the quantity required in time. Whatever can be done will be done. 
He will be realy to make a shipment of subsistence on the Ist of March. I am this day shipping hay 
and corn, which, I trust, will reach Tampa before the 10thof March. I shall continue to ship, as directed 
by you, and you may depend the forage shall be there in due time, barring shipwrecks. In regard to the 
ordnance stores, there is none in this city. On the receipt of your letter I immediately addressed the 
ordnance officer at Mount Vernon arsenal, Alabama, and the ordnance officer at the arsenal at Baton 
Rouge, requiring them to let me know immediately whether the articles required can be furnished; if so, 
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they shall be shipped immediately. Rest assured, sir, that no exertions shall be wanting on my part, or 
the assistant commissary of subsistence, to have you well supplied. I find, sir, that I have but one 
hundred and thirty-eight tents on hand; these I have shipped this day. I have been advised that a 
quantity has been ordered from Philadelphia, and I think I can rely upon their reaching here in time for 
them to reach Tampa Bay by the middle of March. I have issued every knapsack on hand, and have 
now making in this city 696, to complete the requisition of Colonel Lindsay, for the regiment of Alabama 
militia. I bave also furnished him with tents and camp-kettles, mess-pans, &c., to complete that regiment 
for the field. 

I will assure you, sir, it would give me pleasure to take the field with you. Iam intimately acquainted 
with every part of Florida, the localities of all the Indian towns and villages. 

1 have the honor to be, sir, with high respect, your obedient servant, 
J. CLARK, Assistant Quartermaster. 
Major General W. Scorr, Commanding in Florida. 





No. 43. 


Heapquarters Eastern Department, Savannah, February 19, 1836. 


Sir: I am instructed by Major General Scott to acknowledge the receipt, on the 13th instant, of the 
letter of the Secretary of War of the 5th, transmitting three copies of the regulations prescribed for 
carrying into effect the resolutions of Congress of the first of February, respecting issues to certain 
inhabitants of Florida. In connexion with the subject of that resolution, General Scott desires a refer- 
ence tu his letter to the commissary general of the 12th instant. Two letters from the Secretary of War 
of the 11th, and one of the 12th—one of the former requiring information a8 to the numerical force of the 
Seminoles, and the other referring to payments of the militia, have also been received. These were 
received on the 18th and 19th instant. 

I am also instructed to acknowledge your letters of the 2d and 10th instant. 

I have the honor to be, sir, yours, respectfully, 
A. VAN BUREN. 

Brigadier General R. Jones, Adjutant General, Washington. 





No. 44. 


Heapquarters Eastern Department, Savannah, February 20, 1836. 


Str: The detachment of United States recruits under Lieutenant Herring, and the medicines, &c., 
in the charge of Assistant Surgeon Worrel, having arrived in the river below, the recruits will imme- 
diately proceed with me to Picolata. The medicines, &c., cannot be got out of the vessel to-day, but will 
follow. 

I have been delayed here waiting for the return of one of three steamers, which sailed hence eight 
and seven days since for St. Augustine and Picolata. Neither has yet returned, and I can wait no longer. 
For the reason mentioned I am without late information from either Brigadier Generals Clinch or Eustis. 

I have this moment received your letter of the 13th instant, enclosing the copy of one from Major 
Garland. I requested tents of the major, having no power to order, and concluded that he would obtain 
the proper authority for causing the tents to be sent by the conveyances and routes the most expeditious. 
It was lucky, however, that I wrote on the subject from Augusta. 

On the subject of knapsacks, my grief is inexpressible, that the discovery should have been made at 
a critical moment, that there was no authority to supply them to the militia called into the service of the 
United States. I suppose it to be the wish that all troops put into the field and in the pay of the Union 
should be highly efficient. Now, it is known to all who have marched that troops are wholly inefficient 
without knapsacks, and I presume it to be generally known that the militia of the United States at home 
are very partially supplied with this essential appointment. Those now in march for or who have arrived 
in Florida have not, from the necessity of the case, with few exceptions, had time to supply themselves. 
They have very gencrally left home on the shortest notice, and in passing through South Carolina and 
Georgia, I promised to the volunteers everywhere tents and knapsacks. This promise I shall not be 
able to comply with, and my grief is almost overwhelming. In respect to the rifles, it is but little less; 
for they, tou, were promised to some extent. 

Colonel Lindsay had asked for 3,500 knapsacks. In my first or second letter from Augusta, (my 
papers are on board, and I follow in a moment,) I begged that the whole number might be speedily sent, 
if not actually shipped. If they had arrived ‘or arrive) the militia should (or shall) have them. 

I have time only to add that no invoice has been received of tents or rifles actually shipped, and that 
the Arctic has not arrived. 

In great haste, I remain, respectfully, yours, 
WINFIELD SCOTT. 

Brigadier General Jones, Adjutant General United States Army. 


No. 45. 


Apsutant GenerRAL’s Orrice, Washington, March 2, 1836. 


Sir: Your communication from Savannah of the 20th ultimo has been submitted to the Secretary of 
War and general-in-chief. With regard to knapsacks, the Secretary desires me to say that a bill is now 
on its passage through Congress authorizing their supply; and the more promptly to meet the exigency 
of the service, instructions have been given to the proper department, in anticipation of the passage of 
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the law, to send to Florida the knapsacks in store, for the use of the militia force under your command. 
If the law does not pass (of which, however, no doubt is entertained) the Secretary directs that in such 
event the knapsacks must be withheld. 

With regard to the supply of rifles, I can only refer you to Colonel Bomford’s communication of the 
11th of February, detailing the measures taken by the Ordnance department for supplying arms (including 
rifles) and ammunition for the Florida campaign. 

I am, sir, with great respect, your obedient servant, 
R. JONES Adjutant General. 

Major General Scorr, Commanding in Florida, Fort King. 





No. 46. 


Herapquarters Army or Fiorina, Picolata, February 22, 1836. 

Sir: 1 am instructed by Major General Scott to report his arrival at this place last evening, and that 
he has assumed command of the army operating in Florida. He has found here the first battalion of 
Georgia foot in position. The first battalion of Georgia mounted men is on this side of the St. Mary’s, and 
it is presumed the second mounted battalion is now in march from the interior of Georgia. The head com- 
pany of the South Carolina mounted regiment has reached the Ogechee, and the regiment of foot from that 
State, under Colonel Brisbane, is at St. Augustine. It is probable that General Scott will await the 
arrival of at least a portion of the mounted force before he commences a system of operations. 

A despatch from General Clinch has been found here, dated the 20th instant, and a return of the 
troops under his command at Fort Drane and its vicinity, dated the 17th instant. His force consisted of 
523 men, including volunteers. He states that of the enemy to be about 1,500 warriors and two or three 
hundred negroes and believes the principal part of it to be concentrated on the Withlacoochee, thirty-five 
or forty miles southwest of Fort Drane. Brigadier General Clinch aiso states that on the arrival of 
Colonel Lindsay at Fort Brooke, with the Alabama regiment, Major General Gaines will have near 2,200 
men, and about 100 friendly Indians. 

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, sir, your most obedient, 
A. VAN BUREN, Aide-de-Camp. 

Brigadier General R. Jones, Adjutant General of U. S. Armvy. 





No. 47. 
Heapquarters Army or Fiorina, Picolata, February 26, 1836. 


Sir: The regiment of South Carolina foot (Colonel Brisbane’s) is under the direction of Brigadier 
General Eustis, moving from St. Augustine, via Tomoca, upon Volusia, (six miles above Lake George, ) 
where it will arrive, say, the 3d of March. In route it will establish one or more small posts, which will 
be abandoned in succession, to secure the communication with the rear, and to give confidence to the 
inhabitants heretofore driven from that part of the country. They are already returning to their planta- 
tions. 

A detachment of South Carolina infantry is at this moment about to embark in a steamer for Volusia, 
for the purpose of establishing a secure depot for supplies that may be required there to the south and 
west. 

The South Carolina mounted regiment will probably cross the St. John’s river at Jacksonville about 
the Ist of March, and proceed, via St. Augustine, &c., to Volusia, where it may be expected to arrive about 
the 7th. The two South Carolina regiments, and, say, five companies United States artillery, will constitute 
the left wing. 

Only one company (Captain Kenan’s) of the Georgia mounted men has arrived here. It reports that 
it parted with the other four companies of the same battalion at Dublin, in the interior of Georgia; waited 
for them three days at Colerain, on the St. Mary’s, where the whole were to reunite, and then proceeded 
hither without hearing anything of them. There was no field officer with this battalion, and the companies 
took different routes from Dublin, in order to multiply the chances of obtaining subsistence for men and 
horses. To Colerain, from Savannah, I sent two days’ subsistence for all the men and horses—that is, all 
the mounted men from Georgia and Carolina, and the United States detachment of dragoons—as the whole 
were ordered to cross the St. Mary’s at that point. 

Captain Kenan is somewhat afraid that the remainder of his battalion, or some of its companies, may 
even turn back before reaching the Coierain, or from that point; and he is still more apprehensive that I 
may never see any company of the second battalion of mounted men called for from the same State. Yet 
Governor Schley wrote to me on the 14th instant that he had ‘a strong hope that (he) shall be able to 
send you five more companies of mounted men, who will march to Colerain in a few days.” 

One battalion of Georgia foot (340 strong) arrived here ten days since. It is now in route for Fort 
Drane, distance 65 miles, and a bad road. I have instructed the commander (Majur Cooper) to repair 
some of the worst places as he proceeds; because by this route all the supplies for Fort Drane must be 





sent. 
The remaining battalion of Georgia foot, which I originally designed should pass this place, and 


which I afterwards, on the request of Governor Schley, permitted him to send by the Apalachicola, I 
desired him, by an express that I despatched hence on the 23d, via Jacksonville, to stop and discharge. 
This request was made es soon as I knew with certainty that a large force had sailed from New Orleans 
for Tampa Bay. 

Observing by returns from Brigadier General Clinch, that his supplies were but limited, and desirous 
of placing at Fort Drane subsistence for the right wing for at least twenty days, in order to give confi- 
dence and effect to any movement to be made from that point, I have been occupied in devising means to 
send thither additional supplies, to the amount of seventy tons. To enable me to do this, I have been 
waitiag for the wagons, horses, and pack-saddles provided at Augusta and Savannah. Some of these 
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wagons have arrived, but as yet no horses. The remainder of that baggage train cannot be expected 
here from Savannah in less than ten days. In the meantime Brigadier General Eustis has been able, 
after providing for the South Carolina foot, to send a few wagons and teams for the Georgia battalion of 
foot, and for about two and a half tons more. I had also written to Brigadier General Clinch to send 
down all his spare teams to aid in taking the remainder of the seventy tons; and here are despatches 
from him which change the whole aspect of affairs, and infinitely augment our difficulties in the way of 
transportation. 

It seems that Major General Gaines arrived at Fort King from Tampa Bay, on the 22d, and instantly 
salled upon Brigadier General Clinch for 14,000 rations, he having brought with him about 1,100 men, 
and no subsistence except for the troops on the march. This demand will leave only about 5,000 rations 
at Fort Drane, and will moreover occupy the whole of the baggage train at that place for many days. In 
other words, there will be left at Fort Drane but about eight days’ subsistence for the regulars and vol- 
unteers who are there, say 650 men. ‘To prevent starvation, I must therefore instantly recall the bat- 
talion of Georgia fuot, now about 20 miles from this, and detain it until subsistence in abundance can 
be sent in advance. I have also ordered twenty thousand rations to be put on board the steamer about 
to set out for Volusia; but Volusia is about 50 miles from Fort King and 70 from Fort Drane, and the 
greater part of the route difficult, if not impracticable for wagons. Pack-horses must be used, or the 
force from ‘Tampa Bay must approach Volusia. 

Although my presence here for some days longer is highly necessary, I must hasten to Fort Drane 
with the company of Georgia mounted men above mentioned, in order to regulate the movements in that 
quarter. Major General Gaines, if he has not withdrawn, I shall first send to the Mexican frontier. 

In a letter from him to Brigadier General Clinch, dated at New Orleans, the 2d instant, and commu- 
nicated to me by the latter, he says that the New Orleans force is “ intended to be in readiness at Fort 
Brooke, Tampa, by the 8th of the present month, to form a junction at or near that place with the force 
under your command, whenever, and as soon as in your judgment your force shall be sufficient to justify 
the movement.” 

It seems, however, that he waited for no communication from Brigadier General Clinch. He either 
knew, or did not know, at Tampa, if not sooner, that I had been charged with the direction of the war, 
In the former case perhaps he hoped to finish the war before the forces I had called for could come up; in 
both cases he has neglected the assurance given to Brigadier General Clinch, that he would wait till the 
latter could co-operate. Major General Gaines, however, is at Fort King, having arrived by the usual 
route from Tampa. He saw no enemy, as I learn by his letter to Brigadier General Clinch; and the only 
meritorious service performed by him on the route was the burying of the remains of Major Dade and 
his gallant detachment. 

At Fort King, at the latest, he must have learned that I was expected in Florida with a large force; 
yet it will be seen, by the copy of his letter herewith enclosed, he intended, as soon as he had deprived 
Brigadier General Clinch of his subsistence, to march in pursuit of the enemy. 

I have time to add no more. All my plans are thwarted; the principal of which was to move in 
concert from Fort Drane, Volusia, and Tampa, on the 8th of March upon tle enemy, who are supposed to 
be (at this time) principally upon the Withlacoochee. 

I remain, in haste, with great respect, your most obedient servant, 
WINFIELD SCOTT. 
Brigadier General Jones, Adjutant General United States Army. 





No. 48. 


Heapquarters Western Department, New Orleans, February 2, 1836. 


Sir: With a view to an efficient co-operation of the forces now assembling in the northeast quarter 
of East Florida, under your command, with those ordered from this city by water to Tampa Bay, against 
the Seminole Indians and their colored vassals and allies, I take much pleasure in advising you that a 
fine battalion of the chivalric volunteers of Louisiana, consisting of eight companies, headed by Adjutant 
General Smith, are engaged to embark to-morrow with the regular troops at this post, under the command 
of Colonel Twiggs, on board the steamboats the Merchant, Captain Smyler, and the Watchman, Captain 
Vincent. These forces, amounting to near 700 men, added to 250 artillerists and marines, now at Tampa, 
to be sustained by an efficient naval force, promptly furnished by Commodores Dallas and Bolton, for 
cutting off the enemy’s boats and other means of escape to the islands on the coast, are intended to be in 
readiness at Fort Brooke, Tampa, by the 8th of the present month, to form a junction at or near that 
place with the force under your command, whenever and as soon as in your judgment your force shall be 
sufficient to justify the movement. 

In the interim I shall be governed by such information as I may receive at Tampa, or my voyage 
thither to effect the desired junction, and as soon as possible to operate against, and take or destroy the 
enemy. 

I advise you to move with great caution, fortifying your camp at night, and marching in open order 
during the day, so as to be always ready for action at a moment’s warning. 

The supplies of subsistence and ammunition at Tampa are sufficient to divide with you until addi- 
tional supplies can be obtained from this place. 

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
EDMUND P. GAINES. 
Brigadier General Cirncu, or the officer commanding the army 

now at or near Fort King, East Florida. 


To this force may be added 250 men under General Call, as lieutenant colonel, who will proceed to 
Tampa in two days from St. Mark’s. 
J. H. EATON. 
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No. 49. 


Heapquarters Western Department, Port King, East Florida, February 22, 1836. 


GeneraL: I do myself the honor to announce to you my arrival at this place this afternoon, my force 
consisting of an aggregate of near eleven hundred and forty regulars and volunteers, pursuant to my 
plan of operations communicated to you under date of the 2d of the present month, all in good health, 
save and except some few cases of chills and colds, which I doubt not that two days’ rest will remove. 

My march to this place was by the way of Warren’s Landing, on the Alafia river, and thence to the 
“military road,” near the burnt bridge, on the Hillsborough river; thence along the road to this post; 
having found, nearly forty miles south of this post, the deeply afflictive exhibition of the slain and muti- 
lated bodies of the gallant band who fell in battle under Major Dade on the 28th of December, without 
being able to discover the savage fue by whom this and numerous other acts of barbarism had been per- 
petrated upon this ill-fated frontier. 

Hoping soon to see you, or to hear from you the result of your late movements upon the northern 
and eastern border of the theatre of the war, with the information obtained by you as to the enemy’s 
late movements and present probable position, that we may concert movements for his speedy overthrow, 
in which I shall take much pleasure in a cordial co-operation with you, I offer you my best wishes that 
our joint efforts may turn to a speedy and honorable termination of the war. 

My present object is to march from this place, by the way of the lower battle ground, on the With- 
lacoochee, and thence whithersoever any trail or trace of the enemy may be found, and, fiua!ly, to return 
to Fort Brooke, obtain additional supplies, and then move in a direction to Charlotte harbor, not doubting 
that after scouring the frontier north and east of this place, you will obtain such information of the move- 
ments of the enemy as to lead you from this place, by the way of Tolocchopka, on Pease creck, and thence 
towards Charlotte harbor, where you will find a supply of subsistence and ammunition, under the protec- 
tion of a United States naval force. At Fort Brooke you will also find similar supplies, sufficient for 
your return to this place; or, if necessary, to enable you to remain in that quarter with 1,000 or 1,200 
men, until you can obtain supplies from New Orleans. 

These suggestions are necessarily imperfect, but this must always be the case more or less, in a war 
with a people who take no prisoners; who have no fortifications; no intercourse with any other part of 
the human family; uo newspapers, or any post office or intelligence department. I therefore leave you to 
act according to the best of your judgment, and the information you may from time to time obtain; pro- 
ceeding, as 1 shall proceed, upon the principle that, to find the enemy, we must search for him; and when 
we find him, we must take or destroy him, or he will assuredly destroy us. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 


EDMUND P. GAINES, Major General, Commanding. 


Brig. Gen. D. L. Ciincu, or officer on the northwestern border of East Florida. 





No. 50. 


Fort Dranr, Florida, February 24, 1836. 

Sir: I hasten to advise you of the arrival at Fort King, (20 miles south of this,) of Major General 
Gaines, from Fort Brooke, with a force of about 1,000 men. General Gaines brought provisions only for 
the march through, and has now required of me nearly all that we have on hand here. I shall send down 
to-day as much as we can find means to transport to him. I shall also go down myself to Fort King, and 
return to-morrow. 

I am, with high respect, your most obedient servant, 


D. L. CLINCH, Prevet Brigadier General. 
Major General Scorr, Commanding in Florida. 





. No. 51. 


Heapquarters WesterN Department, Fort King, Florida, February 22, 1836. 

Str: Iam directed by Major General Gaines to request that you will cause to be delivered to Lieutenant 
Colonel Foster, 4th infantry, fourteen thousand rations of salted pork, and fourteen thousand rations of 
hard bread or flour, or equal quantities of each, with a small quantity of salt, for the troops at this post. 

With great respect, | am, sir, your most obedient servant, 
GEO. A. McCALL, Aide-de-Camp, Acting Assistant Adjutant General. 

C. M. Turuston, Captain of 3d Artillery. 


No. 592. 


Heanquarters Army or Froripa, Picolata, March 2, 1836. 
Sir: I wrote to you by the last steamer that left this place on the 26th ultimo, and two days after 
made notes upon an order, (No. 4,) which you will receive at the same time with this. 
All hope of sending supplies hence by the Ocklawaha is abandoned. We have to rely solely on the 
road to Fort Drane, which is bad enough; and the horses and mules which were to have followed me 
closely from Savannah have not arrived. The quartermaster (Lieutenant Dimmock) of that post had 
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been in bed the greater part of the time that I was there, but was again on his feet when I left him. It 
is possible that he may have relapsed. 

The correspondence, copies of which will accompany this letter, between Major General Gaines and 
Brigadier General Clinch, and the latter and myself, will explain the state of affairs in respect to the right 
wing, or the theatre of war in the direction of those generals. 

No calculation can be made on the movements or dispositions of the force under Major General 
Gaines. He probably got beyond the reach of my Order No. 4 before it arrived at Fort Drane, and there- 
fore he may not receive it befure to-morrow. Whether he will obey it, or allow the force he brought from 
Tampa Bay to march to Volusia, is uncertain. There is no doubt that he will be obliged to fall back upon 
Fort King or Fort Drane. The whole of Brigadier General Clinch’s baggage train will arrive here to-day 
(on the opposite side of the river) for subsistence, and I shall add a few wagons, for which there are 
horses here which came from Charleston, va St. Augustine. 

The company of mounted Georgia volunteers that arrived here about six days ago, and with which 
I had expected to march to Fort Drane, refused to be mustered into service, and refused to come under 
the rules and articles of war, with the exception of a small part that remains. ‘The rest went off without 
leave from their gallant and patriotic captain (Kenan) yesterday and the day before. The other four 
companies, of the same battalion, are this moment reported to have arrived on the opposite shore. I have 
sent an officer over to muster them into service; if I can get two of the companies I shall be most happy. I 
may obtain the four, but will march with one to Fort Drane. Some mounted men are indispensable; and 
I know not that the United States dragoons will arrive in a month. I wish that I had never relied upon 
the arrival of that detachment. Expecting it hourly at Savannah (I had expected it at Charleston as 
early as the 4th ultimo) I left all the horses, in order that the mounts might first be chosen, and the 
remainder of the lot thei sent here for the baggage train. That error I corrected, as far as practicable, 
by an order given to Lieutenant Dimmock on the 21st ultimo. No horses, however, have arrived from 
Savannah. 

Brigadier General Eustis has just come over from St. Augustine. (We have heard nothing recently 

from Colonel Goodwyn’s regiment of mounted South Carolinians, but presume it has reached Jacksonville 
below.) The left wing will probably reach Volusia by the 8th or 10th instant. 
The steamer sent up to Volusia returned last night, having landed the detachment and provisions 
with success. Indeed, too much praise cannot be bestowed upon the officers and men composing that 
detachment. Captain Canfield, of the topographical engineers, went up and returned in the steamer, 
which had to be unloaded to pass the bar at the head of Lake George. Indians were seen going up and 
returning, and several random shots exchanged. I ordered from Savannah the little steamer belonging to 
the engineer department, called the Essayons, to be sent here for the express purpose of communicating 
with that post, and of supplying it with stores from Picolata; but that boat, like everything else (almost) 
lett behind, has not arrived. 

The river here is nearly two miles broad, and has, on account of wind, been extremely difficult to pass 
in flats and open boats yesterday and to-day. I am endeavoring to send over provisions for Fort Drane, 
and the extra wagons. Jf Major General Gaines falls back upon Fort King or Fort Drane, those provi- 
sions will soon be necessary for the current subsistence of the forces which will be assembled in that 
vicinity, and I should not be surprised if he seize upon the greater number of the wagons with their loads, 
and endeavor to make his escape out of the Territory by way of Tampa Bay. He brought with him about 
sixty pack-horses, I understand, from that place, and no wagors. Whether he will carry off the Louisiana 
volunteers and the regulars with him is uncertain. The former, I learn, (from Captain Shannon, United 
States Ist infantry, who arrived last night, via Tampa and Fort Drane,) were mustered into service for 
ninety days; and by a letter from Colonel Smith, who commands the regiments, the men are desirous of 
performing their duty. 

I have at length received a letter from Colonel Lindsay, dated at Mobile, the 13th ultimo. He was 
about to set out for Tuscaloosa to hasten the Alabama regiment It is now evident that he cannot be at 
Tampa before the 10th, probably the 15th instant. 

By a reference to the map it will be seen that even if Major General Gaines could succeed in driving 
the enemy from the Withlacoochee, there is no force to prevent the retreat below Charlotte harbor, or to 
any point in the lower peninsula, A small guard enly was left at Tampa. Colonel Lindsay will not be 
in position in time, and Brigadier General Eustis cannot cross the Ockluwaha earlier than the 14:h 
instant. The retreat, it will be seen, is therefore open to the Indians. In this point of view, then, it 
would be infinitely better for the public interests that the enemy should drive Major General Gaines than 
that he should drive them. The war, in fact, would be forwarded by his being forced back upon Fort 
Drane or Fort King. He ought, in truth, to have fallen back on the evening of the 28th or the morning 
of the 29th ultimo. The lives which he has lost have promoted no end. He must, I think, still fall back, 
and I wish to heaven that it may be without further loss. Brigadier General Clinch, from his present 
want of wagons, can send him no efficient aid; and the wagons cannot be back in four or five days. If 
the force with Major General Gaines were at Tampa Bay, it would now be in its true position; but he 
cannot retreat thither, fur it will be seen by his letters that he has not the means of passing the river. 
He found the enemy exactly in the vicinity where all my arrangements presumed the enemy would be 
found, and in the positions which would have been the most favorable to us. 

I cannot close this letter without adding that I have heard nothing of the tents and knapsacks. The 
rifles, it seems, were to leave Harper’s Ferry about the 13th ultimo, and Major Gates, who reached 
Savannah a week ago, has not since been heard from. Those arrangements and movements are about 
upon a par with certain militia movements in my rear. The functionaries concerned must feel themselves 
in the enjoyment of a most profound peace. 

I remain, sir, with great respect, your most obedient servant, 


WINFIELD SCOTT. 
Brigadier General Jones, Adjutant General United States Army. 


P. S.—I have this moment heard that, of the four mounted Georgia companies just arrived, one, with 
the exception of nineteen, refuses to be mustered, and that another, that has but forty privates, is ready 
to enter the service. The two other companies, encamped some miles off, | shall hear from in the morning. 
I shall endeavor to see all the companies to-morrow, if we can cross the river, and to blend the fragments 
of companies; bat I learn that in that case those fragments will not agree to be consolidated without all 
their officers and non-commissioned officers !! The Essayons is in sight. W. 3. 
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No. 53. 
ORDERS No. 1. 
Heapquarters Army or Fiorina, Picolata, February 22, 1836. 

Major General Scott, having arrived in Florida, assumes the general direction of the war against the 
hostile Seminole Indians. 

The staff officers attached to general headquarters at present are Captain Canfield, (topographical 
engineer,) Lieutenant Chambers, (chief of the commissariat,) and Lieutenants Van Buren, Temple, and 
Johnston, aides-de-camp. All orders and instructions conveyed by either of them in the name of the 
major general, and whether orally or in writing, will be duly obeyed. 

The right and left wings of the army, or the troops on the west and east side of the St. John’s river, 
will be continued under the respective orders of Brigadier Generals Clinch and Eustis; and the forces 
which are to-operate from Tampa Bay, under Colonel Lindsay, will, when they come into line, constitute 
the centre. The wings will soon be greatly reinforced by the arrival of both regulars and volunteers. 

The three immediate commanders of the right, left, and centre of the army, respectively, will generally 
receive orders direct from general headquarters; but, of course, every junior will obey any senior, 
according to the rules and articles of war and the usages of the service, whether the parties belong to 
the militia or to the militia and regular army. 

As, for the first time, patriotic volunteers from South Carolina, Georgia, Alabama, Louisiana, and 
Florida, are to come into the same line with a portion of the regular army, it is confidently hoped that a 
beneficial emulation, without unkindness or prejudice, may animate the different forces. All are equally 
Americans, actuated by the like determination—to subdue a treacherous and a common foe. 

But valor and patriotism alone are not sufficient for that end. Some tactical instruction and an exact 
obedience to commands are also necessary. Instruction can only be acquired by opportunity and labor. 
A firm resolution fo obey accomplishes the other great requisite at once. Let the resolution, then, be 
promptly taken by all who have nobly turned out to avenge their butchered countrymen. 

But again: to parade, to march, to mount guard, and to fight, are not the only duties of war. To 
handle and preserve the supplies of the army, and to construct camp and other field defences, are equally 
required of every good soldier. A corps of servants for these purposes would be too large and cumbrous, 
It would double the army, and render one-half too mean, and the other too delicate for the glory of a well- 
contested field. Fatigue parties must, therefore, when wanted, be furnished by all the corps in their turn, 


sili laiiaaiatial WINFIELD SCOTT 
Pk J . 


By command of Major General Scott. 
A. VAN BUREN, Aide-de-camp, Acting Assistant Adjutant General. 





No. 54. 
ORDERS No. 4. 
Heapquarters Army oF Fiorina, Picolata, February 26, 1836. 


The detachment of regulars and volunteers which has recently arrived at Fort King from Fort 
Brooke will remain in its present position till further orders. It will from time to time receive from Fort 
Drane the subsistence which cannot be supplied at Fort King. 

Brigadier General Clinch, or the commanding officer at Fort King, will immediately hire or employ 
any suitable boats which may be found at or near Payne’s Landing, to be sent down with a sufficient 
detachment to receive at Picolata, or, if met, from a steamer which will be despatched to the mouth of 
the Ocklawaha, the subsistence which will be wanted at Fort King. The steamer may be expected at 
the mouth of the Ocklawaha with supplies by the 3d or 4th of the next month, and will wait there, if 
necessary, for the boats till the 8th. 

Should it be impracticable to send suitable boats to Picolata or the mouth of the Ocklawaha for 
the subsistence, the detachment recently from Fort Brooke will march to Volusia without delay, and there 
wait for further orders. To that point subsistence in abundance will be sent hence to-morrow, to be 
placed under the cover of a field-work and a strong detachment. 

No offensive movement, except so far as may be necessary to carry these orders into execution, will 
be attempted by the troops at or in the neighborhood of Forts King and Drane, until further instructions 


from general headquarters. 
WINFIELD SCOTT. 


A true copy: 
A. VAN BUREN, Aide-de-camp, Acting Assistant Adjutant General. 





No. 55. 
Notes for the Secretary of War and the General-in-Chief. 


Heapquarters Army oF Froripa, Picolata, February 28, 1836. 


Fort Drane is the depot nearest to the supposed position of the mass of the enemy, and the point the 
most difficult to supply from Picolata. The right wing was intended to be concentrated at Fort Drane— 
say by the 8th of March, when it was expected that General Clinch would have had all the Georgia 
troops, companies of United States artillery, and the detachment of United States dragoons—in all, about 


fourteen hundred men. | 
On the 25th instant it was known that General Clinch would have had, but for General Gaines, nine- 
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teen thousand rations for men and about three thousand bushels of corn for horses. That amount of 
subsistence at Fort Drane, I should more than have maintained by the 8th of March, by means of the 
baggage train expected from Savannah and Charleston, and by the aid of boating on the Ocklawaha to 
Payne’s Landing. But if only twenty thousand rations for men could have been placed at Fort Drane 
(including the number there on the 25th instant) by the 8th of March, the right wing might have 
advanced with confidence on the latter day, independent of further partial supplies from this place. 

Boating on the Ocklawaha, to Payne’s Landing, is stili relied upon with great confidence. General 
Clinch has there from four to six sugar-lighters, (his private property, I believe,) built expressly for that 
river, and capable of transporting from forty to sixty tons. Their construction is peculiar; and the boats 
at Picolata or on the St. Jolin’s cannot be used on the Ocklawaha. On the 25th I heard of those boats, 
and immediately directed General Clinch to send them down. (It is supposed that there is no enemy on 
the Ocklawaha.) His means of land transportation were to be sent at the same time. But General 
Gaines not only arrives with eleven hundred and forty men in the meantime from a grand depot, bringing 
with him no supplies, not only calls for all the baggage train and nearly the whole of the subsistence 
at Fort Drane, but takes General Clinch personally from his position, and I may be thereby delayed three 
days longer than I should have been in learning whether the boats can come down or not! My Order No. 
4 may, in part, correct those evils; and, by Order No. 5, I have recalled the Georgia battalion of foot. A 
chapter of embarrassments and vexations! 

Not a doubt is entertained that the post at Volusia will be established. The steamer Santee went 
hence on the 27th instant for the purpose, having on board Elmore’s company of South Carolina volun- 
teers and a United States company under Lieutenant Irwin—in all, one hundred and sixty men. She also 
took twenty thousand rations, two scows or flats, two row-boats, tools, nails, &c. If the steamer cannot 
pass the bar at the head of Lake George, six or eight miles below Volusia, (and it is believed she can, 
at least by the aid of the lighters,) the lighters and boats will be able to reach the point, &c. Further 
supplies, of every sort which may be required by the left wing or the troops from Tampa, will from time 
to time follow from Picolata. But Volusia, though easy of access from this place, is much more distant 
from the enemy on the Withlacoochee than either Fort King or Drane. The left wing, however, when 
concentrated at Volusia, will be in position either to march upon the Withlacoochee, the upper crossing 
on the Ocklawaha to Tampa, Charlotte harbor, or, in general, to prevent the enemy from escaping to 
the southeast, particularly by a simultaneous movement with Colonel Lindsay and the Alabama regiment 
from Tampa Bay, and this, too, whether General Gaines marches his column to Volusia, remains at Fort 
King, or, in a pet, takes it back to Tampa—perhaps, New Orleans, against my orders. 

It will be seen, from the foregoing, that, to re-establish my plan of campaign, viz: to move simulta- 
neously from Fort Drane, (or Fort King,) from Volusia and Tampa—say about the 8th of March—the 
great difficulty will be to send supplies for the right wing, and the bad road from Picolata to Fort Drane 
(sixty-five miles) has, by a heavy rain which has now been falling for forty-six hours, been rendered infi- 
nitely worse. 

I beg that this mode of communicating, which accident has thrown me upon, may be excused. 

WINFIELD SCOTT. 











No. 56. 
ORDERS No. 5. 


Heapquarters Army or Fioripa, Picolata, February 27, 1836. 


An unexpected and unauthorized arrival at Fort Drane of a heavy detachment of troops from Tampa 
Bay, without subsistence, being likely to exhaust the supplies provided at Fort Drane for other troops, 
the Georgia volunteers under the command of Major Cooper will return to the St. John’s, and encamp 
till the embarrassment that causes this retrograde movement can be remedied. 


By command of Major General Scott. 
A. VAN BUREN, Aide-de-camp, Acting Assistant Adjutant General. 





No. 57. 


ORDERS No. 6. 
Heapquarters Army oF Fioripa, Picolata, February 27, 1836. 


Until the arrival of the other parts of the same battalion, Captain Kenan’s company of mounted vol- 
unteers will be held as a separate corps. 
Every company of mounted volunteers will be supplied with picketing rope, and, to the extent of the 
supply, with nose bags. 
By command of Major General Scott. 
A. VAN BUREN, Aide-de-camp, Acting Assistant Adjutant General. 





No. 58. 


Heapquarters Army oF Fiorina, Picolata, February 25, 1836. 
Sir: I arrived here the evening of the 22d, and had the satisfaction of receiving your letters of the 


Lith and 20th. ; 
I enclose you a copy of an order that I issued on my arrival. 











244 MILITARY AFFAIRS. [No. 788. 





A battalion of Georgia foot, three hundred and forty strong, crossed the river last evening to join 
you. Its baggage train being exceedingly indifferent, (nothing better having arrived,) I doubt whether 
the battalion reaches you in four or five days. Major Cooper is its commander. 

The first company of a battalion of mounted men from the same State is expected to arrive opposite 
to Picolata to-day. The remainder of the battalion (four companies) are supposed to be one, two, and 
three days behind. This battalion (say three hundred and fifty strong) is also destined to reinforce the 
right wing under your command, and it shall be despatched as fast as the companies arrive, after leaving 
time for each company to refresh its horses. A second battalion of mounted Georgians may be expected 
by the same route, and for the same destination, in ten or twelve days. I shall not wait for it, nor for 
the detachment of United States dragoons, which has occupied at least twenty-two days in getting horse 
equipments in New York and Philadelphia, and may occupy three weeks more. I shall join you with one 
of the companies of mounted men nearest at hand. Another Georgia battalion of foot, that was to ren- 
dezvous at Columbus, to go thence, via Apalachicola, I hope an express sent by me may arrive in time to 
keep at home. 

Brigadier General Eustis has commenced pushing forward the South Carolina regiment of foot, via 
Tomoca, &c., towards Volusia, where it may arrive by the 3d of March. A steamer will take hence, in 
two days, a detachment of South Carolinians (Elmore’s company, one hundred and ten strong’) to the bar, 
ten miles below Volusia, and thence, with flats and row-boats, proceed to make an establishment at that 
place. A company of regulars may go with this detachment, and large stores for either wing of the 
army will be deposited there. 

The regiment of mounted South Carolinians began to arrive at Savannah on the evening of the 20th. 
This regiment (say seven hundred and forty strong) may reach St. Augustine by the 3d of March and 
Volusia the 7th. It will cross the St. John’s at Jacksonville. With the left wing there will be, in addi- 
tion, five companies of regulars—leaving one here, and perhaps another at St Augustine; and I propose 
to send to the right wing at least two of the companies that embarked at Baltimore for this place, via 
Savannah. These companies may now be hourly expected here, having heard that they had got to sea. 

According to computation, Colonel Lindsay could not have embarked the Alabama regiment (seven 
hundred and forty men) at Mobile for Tampa earlier than the 24th instant, probably not so early. I have 
not had a line from him or Governor Clay. My call on the latter was dated at Augusta, the 31st ultimo, 
and Colonel Lindsay set out for the same place on the 4th instant. 

I am greatly surprised that Governor Eaton should think of sending a single company from Middle 
Florida to Tampa; for he knew all that I had done in respect to that end of our line of communications, 
and he knew of the forces sent to the same place from New Orleans, and which did not enter into my 
estimates for the war. Indeed, I expressly told the governor that it would be best to keep his militia 
(already much harassed) at home, and in defensive positions, as I hoped to drive the enemy in upon the 
settlements of Middle Florida. The movement from New Orleans, although highly worthy of praise, 
under the circumstances, may, if it should lead to a premature advance from Tampa, be productive of a 
result the most unfavorable. 

If the advance, for example, should fail to crush the enemy and terminate the war, (and without 
mounted men I suppose such result can scarcely be hoped for,) the enemy may be scattered and put upon 
his retreat to the southeast. To follow him in such retreat might be almost impracticable; and to prevent 
the escape in that direction Colonel Lindsay has my instructions in detail. 

To resume: I hope to be personally at Fort Drane before the 3d of next month, and to make the right 
wing about fourteen hundred strong. Brigadier General Eustis will have at Volusia, four days later, even 
a larger force, and Colonel Lindsay, (or Major General Gaines,) by the 3d, the largest army of the three. 
If, therefore, I can send to Fert Drane from this, as Ido not doubt I shall, the necessary supplies, say 
hard bread, bacon, and some corn, (besides what you report,) the 8th of March had best be fixed as the 
day for the vigorous movement of the right, the left, and the centre of the army upon the enemy. The 
necessary instructions to Colonel Lindsay I wish you to give by any route in your power—say direct, if 
practicable, or by Tallahassee and St. Mark’s, or both. If the 8th of March be too early a day, you may 
designate the 10th, 12th, or 15th. Is it not possible to take a portion of the supplies wanted, to give the 
right wing confidence in its forward movement, by water from this place ? 

If I had here the sugar-lighters from Payne’s Landing they might be loaded, towed to the mouth of 
the Ocklawaha, and thence poled up to that landing. I estimate that it will be necessary to transport to 
you before the 8th of March, in order that you may on that day have a balance for fifteen days, about 
seventy tons of supplies; and I fear that I shall not have of /and transportation for the purpose, in that 
time, exceeding, say, thirty-five two-horse wagons. Send down, then, as much of your baggage train as 
you can spare, and at once; also the sugar-lighters, if you can safely do so. 

By the Florida, hourly expected from Savannah, I hope we shall receive about fifteen two-horse 
wagons and some horses. More of the latter will soun arrive here and at St. Augustine; and five large 
wagons will come with the troops from Baltimore; but remember that seventy tons will load one hundred 
and forty two-horse wagons. 

I hope to hear from you by the return of the express, and remain, with great consideration, your 


obedient servant, 
WINFIELD SCOTT. 





Brigadier General Cuirncu. 


No. 59. 


Heapquarters Army or Fiorina, Picolata, February 26, 1836. 


Sir: I have heard with equal astonishment and regret that Major General Gaines, without reference 
to my arrangements, perhaps in ignorance, possibly in defiance of them, should have made a premature 
movement from Tampa Bay, and having arrived within twenty miles of Fort Drane, should have called 
for nearly three-fourths of the subsistence in deposit at that place, on which I had relied for the move- 
ment of the right wing, in concert with the other parts of the army. If his demand shall have been 
complied with in full before my orders on the subject shall arrive, all hopes of putting the right wing in 
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motion in search of the enemy must be delayed till the rations so withdrawn can be replaced from this 
point; and the means of land transportation, to a sufficient extent, are not expected to arrive here before 
the 8th of the next month. 

To remedy this unexpected embarrassment, I send you two copies of Orders No. 4; one of which you 
will despatch to the commanding officer of the detachment from Fort Brooke, whoever he may be, with all 
speed, and limit the subsistence called for from Fort Drane, according to the intention of those orders. 

I hope it may be found practicable to send from the Ocklawaha suitable boats to receive (say) from 
twenty to eighty tons of subsistence and other supplies at once, which will be wanted to justify an effec- 
tive movement upon the enemy from your vicinity. If not, send down all the means of land transporta- 
tion at or near your headquarters which you can spare. We have no suitable boats here, and the horses 
expected from Savannah cannot be here in the whole before perhaps the 8th of March. The steamer 
Florida arrived last night with some wagons, but without horses, and but one company of Georgia 
mounted men has been heard of. With that I shall set out for Fort Drane as soon as I can; perhaps not 
in four or five days. In the meantime, let me continue to hear from you. 

The steamer Santee, with about one hundred and sixty regulars and volunteers, sets out early to-morrow 
morning to make an establishment at Volusia. She takes twenty thousand rations, lighters, boats, &c. 
From Fort King to Volusia, I suppose to be about fifty miles, and the route practicable for troops. 

Major General Gaines, I presume, will have heard of the order which ought to take him to the Mexican 
frontier. If he should prefer to remain, he must obey my orders. 

In haste, with great respect, I remain truly yours, 
WINFIELD SCOTT 

Brigadier General Cuixcn, Commanding, é&c., Fort Drane. 





No. 60. 


Heapquarrers Army oF Fiorina, Picolata, March 1, 1836. 


Sm: By the arrival, at daylight this morning, of the express from Fort Drane, I have your note of 
yesterday, accompanied by a letier to you from Major General Gaines, dated the day before. 

I regret, in every point of view, the premature and unauthorized movement from Tampa Bay made by 
that general, and the very awkward and responsible position he has placed himself in by his subsequent 
march from Fort King. I presume that, as instructed, you sent him my Order No. 4, dated the 26th 
ultimo. By that he saw that if the troops he brought with him from Tampa Bay could not be subsisted 
at Fort King by means of supplies derived from this place through the Ocklawaha, it was expressly 
commanded that the column should march to Volusia without delay, where subsistence in abundance 
would be immediately provided. But he had, before that order reached him, taken from Fort Drane a 
large part of the subsistence relied upon for a more systematic course of operations, and decamped; the 
order, however, I take it for granted, was sent after him, and in time to reach him within twenty miles of 
Fort King. In any event, the responsibility of his movements and actual position is his own; for he must 
have known, as early as the 10th ultimo, if not before, that I had been charged with the general direction 
of the war in Florida, and that by interfering he constituted himself an interloper. 

Even if you had sufficient stores on hand, and means of transportation, under the circumstances, I 
should command you to send no subsistence to him, unless to prevent starvation; but you have neither. 
Let him, therefore, in time extricate himself from the embarrassment he has placed himself in by marching 
upon Volusia, where, I have no reason to doubt, that twenty thousand rations sent hence on the 27th ultimo 
have safely arrived. As he appears to have a retreat open to him, or is in no peril to prevent his taking 
that step, you, of course, wilf make no detachment or movement to join him. 

The train you have ordered hither is expected to-night. As yet we have here few wagons to add to 
your number. The whole train shall be immediately loaded with subsistence and sent back to Fort Drane. 
I have only time to say that, should the troops under Major General Gaines be compelled to march back 
to Fort King or to Fort Drane, instead of proceeding to Volusia, as heretofore commanded, and as I still 
wish that they should do, on account of the extreme difficulty of sending subsistence to your neighborhood, 
you will only issue rations to them for their current subsistence, and not for further false expeditions. 

As the first consequence of the arrival of the troops from Tampa Bay to Fort King, and the demand 
made upon Fort Drane for subsistence, I was obliged to order back a battalion of Georgia volunteers 
that had then been nearly two days in route to join you. 

The company of mounted men from the same State, now on the opposite side of the river, refuse to 
be mustered into service, and refuse to come under the rules and articles of war. The other companies 
of the same battalion may follow their example; if they do, I shall lose no time in ordering the whole 
back to their homes. 

Major Gates, with his three companies, has not arrived, and I have no intelligence respecting the 
United States dragoons of a recent date. Finally, the horses for some days expected from Savannah 
have not arrived. These embarrassments may detain me here I know not how long. 

The left wing is moving upon Volusia with system and success. The South Carolina foot constitutes 
the advance, and I suppose the mounted regiment from the same State is now crossing the St. John’s at 
Jacksonville. 

Send another copy of my Order No. 4 to Major General Gaines, and a copy of Order No. 1, which is 
enclosed for the purpose. The former is reiterated so far as respects the march to Volusia, if this be 
practicable; and enclose him a certified copy of this letter for his government and your justification. 

I remain, in haste, your obedient servant, 
WINFIELD SCOTT. 


P. S—I am instructed by Major General Scott to say that the quartermaster’s return did not 
accompany your letter of the 27th ultimo. No return has been received of your ordnance or ordnance 
stores, particularly the fixed ammunition for muskets. Please to send one. 

Respectfully, 


A. VAN BUREN, Aide-de-camp. 
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No. 61. 


Heapquarters Army oF Froripa, Picolata, March 1, 1836. 


Sir: I have just closed No.1 to you of this date. It has since occurred to me that Colonel Lindsay 
may arrive at ‘lampa Bay and prematurely march to meet the column he will suppose to be in operation 
from Fort Drane. Such a movement will infinitely embarrass the subsistence department here and with 
you, on account of the false movement of Major General Gaines, and our want of sufficient means of 
transportation from this point. ‘Therefore, if possible, and you can best judge, communicate with Colonel 
Lindsay, and say that a movement from Fort Drane must be unavoidably delayed, for the reasons 
mentioned, to the loth instant, when he will, with as many days’ subsistence as possible for his command, 
but with not less than eight or six, march to meet you at such probable point as you may name. 

Again, with the highest respect, your most obedient servant, 
WINFIELD SCOTT. 


Brigadier General Cuincu, Fort Drane. 





No. 62. 


Heapquarters Camp Izarp, on the right bank of the Withlacoochee, 
two miles west of General Clinch’s battle ground, February 28, 1836. 


Genera: I take much pleasure in stating to you that I have reason to believe I have now near me 
the principal force of the Seminole Indians, with their black vassals and allies. I yesterday afternoon, 
after halting my reserve and rear guard, with my baggage train, in the upper pine woods, near the 
encampment north of the battle ground, proceeded with the remainder part of my force to the Withla- 
coochee, with a view to reconnoitre and inspect in person the adjacent section of the river preparatory 
to my intended crossing, which I had designed to attempt this morning. I had been at the river only 
long enough to examine it 250 or 300 yards, about and above the usual crossing-place, when the enemy 
commenced a spirited firing on my party, and kept it up, with the war-whoop, for half an hour. The fire 
was, of course, returned. 

Having determined this morning, in consequence of the thick woods on the ovposite side of the 
river, to extend my examinations to this point, at which I learned there were open pine woods on both 
sides of the river, I accordingly marched with my whole force to this place, where 1 was promptly met 
by the enemy, whose force appears to have increased very considerably in the course of an hour or two. 
The river at this place is deemed to be about as wide, but much deeper and less rapid than at the first- 
mentioned place, with open pine woods on both sides. Neither of the places are fordable. My recon- 
noissances, in consequence of the narrowness of the river and the impossibility of finding materials for 
promptly bridging or rafting the stream, have resulted in the loss of two of the Louisiana volunteers 
killed and ten volunteers and regulars wounded; among the latter I deeply lament to find the gallant 
Lieutenant Izard, of the dragoons, dangerously. 

Being convinced that the principal force of the enemy is now assembled before me, and not doubting 
that their women and children are placed in a large cypress swamp within a few miles of this place, and 
that an immediate movement of a force equal or nearly equal to that now with me, consisting in part of 
mounted men, would enable us to put an end to the war in the next ten days, by a combined and simulta- 
neous movement against them, I have deemed it my duty to propose to you such a movement, should the 
forces expected at Fort Drane have arrived; otherwise the force there on the 22d would, I think, be 
sufficient; but this is doubtful, and the case is one of too much importance to leave the question of force 
at all in doubt. In the expectation of this co-operation, I shall endeavor to amuse the enemy in completing 
my boats and preparing to cross, but I shall not cross until J hear from you. 

In any event, I request of you six thousand rations of pork and flour and sugar, with the quartermas- 
ter’s stores which follow : 2 whip-saws, 2 cross-cut saws, 2 hand-saws, 6 adzes, 6 frows, augers, assorted, 
4 broad-axes, 2 iron wedges, 200 iron spikes; and, if possible, 2 field-pieces, with 150 rounds canister 
and 50 round shot ; 10,000 rounds musket cartridges. 

I have the honor to be your obedient servant, 
EDMUND P. GAINES.” 
Killed : Zeno Boullie, Valentine Beck. 


Brigadier General D. L. Ciivcx, 
Or officer commanding the United States troops assembling at Fort Drane, East Florida. 


P. S.—The forces from Fort Drane should cross the Withlacoochee at the ford eight or ten miles above 
the battle ground or at the point, and more down on the left bank of the river, to this place. 


No. 63. 


Heapguarters, Camp Izard, two miles west of General Clinch’s battle ground, February 29, 1836. 


GENERAL: I last night stated to you, by express, the occurrence of my meeting the Indians on my 
arrival at this place, suggesting the expediency of an immediate co-operation on the part of the disposa- 
ble force under your command, under the strong conviction that, by such co-operation, we should be able 
in a few days to bring the war to a close, having been convinced that the principal force of the enemy is 
assembled near me on this river. The occurrences of the day confirm me in the opinion I then expressed 
to you. 

Having occupied myself in preparing a small work to command the crossing-place of the river, and 
making canoes for the purpose of constructing a bridge, J had not deemed it necessary to strengthen my 
breastworks, not having apprehended that the enemy would have the temerity to attack me in my position. 
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In this conclusion, however, I have been disappointed. At 10 o’clock this morning a spirited and vigorous 
attack was made by the enemy on three sides of my encampment, which continued two hours with little or 
no intermission, in the course of which they frequently approached so near to my left flank, commanded 
by Adjutant General Smith, of the Louisiana volunteers, as to wound several men on the opposite flank, 
a distance of 200 yards. They were, however, repulsed, I have reason to believe, with considerable loss. 

The loss sustained by the force of my command was one sergeant killed, and one officer (Lieutenant 
Duncan) and ten men wounded of the regulars, and one officer and twenty men wounded of the volun- 
teers. The troops having been particularly instructed not to throw away their fire or to fire without 
correct aim at a short distance, I was happy to find the order was strictly attended to, and consequently 
but little ammunition was expended. It is impossible to say, with any precision, what was the enemy’s 
force; but the officers best acquainted with the service concur with me in opinion it was not less than 
1,500. From the foregoing facts, I have no doubt the principal force of the enemy is now in this vicinity; 
that they are sensible of the desperate situation in which they have placed themselves, and that their 
temerity will prompt them to make a resistance commensurate with the circumstances in which they find 
themselves. 

I have abstained and shall abstain from a sortie until I hear from you, in the expectation that this 
course will contribute to keep them together, whilst a sortie might tend to disperse them. I am now 
satisfied a movement directly to this place will be more advisable than to attempt to cross the Withla- 
coochee higher up, as suggested in my letter of yesterday. I am moreover of the opinion that, if mounted 
men can be procured in the course of a few days, your force should not move from Fort Drane without 
this description of troops. I repeat my request that I may be furnished 6,000 rations of flour, pork, and 
sugar, five bushels of salt, some corn, with tools to build block-houses, two field-pieces, 150 rounds of 
canister, 50 round shot, 10,000 musket ball-cartridges, with as many light wagons as can be spared, as 
my wounded are increasing daily and my horses decreasing. 

I have the honor to be, &c., 
EDMUND P. GAINES. 

General D. L. Ciixcu, or officer commanding at Fort Drane, Auld Lang Syne. 





No. 64. 


Extract of a letter addressed to Brigadier General Clinch, by order of Major General Scott, dated 


Picoiata, March 2, 1836. 


If Major General Gaines should fall back upon Fort King or Fort Drane, it is presumed that he will 
proceed to execute the orders of the government, which will carry him to another quarter. In that event 
you would be the senior officer; and 1 am instructed by Major General Scott to say that you are at liberty 
to detain the troops from Fort Brooke at either of the forts mentioned—Drane and King. Subsistence 


will reach you in five or six days. 
A. VAN BUREN, Aide-de-camp. 





No. 65. 


Fort Kine, February 25, 1836. 


Dear SHannon: I received your letter and check, for which I am much obliged. I find it is General 
Gaines’s intention to go down to Tampa Bay by the way of the scene of Gencral Clinch’s fight, and then 
to quit Florida. I wish you would take occasion to say to General Scott that if he thinks the services of 
my regiment can be of use to his operations I would rather remain with it in Florida than go back without 
having seen a fight. Though, to tell the truth, I would rather have the fight before the grand army comes 
up.. I would like, therefore, before we can be shipped back from Tampa Bay, to be ordered on some active 
duty by General Scott. Try and send any news you may hear. 

Yours, sincerely, 
P. F. SMITH. 


Captain S. SHannon. 





No. 66. 
ORDERS No. 11. 


HeapquarTers Army or Froripa, Picolata, March 4, 1836. 


Captain Shannon, chief of the United States quartermaster’s department, will exert himself to start 
the wagon train (loaded) as early as possible for Fort Drane. He will engage a responsible wagon- 
master, and obtain the drivers that may be wanted. 

Major Cooper will detach a company from his battalion to escort the wagons, which will remain at 
Fort Drane until the remainder of the battalion shall come up with it. 

The commander of the escort will receive instructions for the march from the quartermaster, as will 
the wagon-master. The latter will be immediately charged with the command of the drivers and the care 
of the wagons and horses; the whole under the general direction of the commander of the escort. 

By command of Major General Scott. 

A. VAN BUREN, Aide-de-camp. 
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No. 67. 
ORDERS No. 12. 


HEADQUARTERS OF THE Army OF Fiorina, Picolata, March 5, 1836. 

All the troops now in the vicinity of Picolata and Garey’s Ferry, on Black creek, as well as those 
expected to arrive in a few days at the one or the other place, are destined to make part of the right wing 
of the army, and will constantly hold themselves in readiness to march to Fort Drane. 

To make room for subsistence, ammunition, and hospital stores, the wagon train will be relieved of 
everything that can be dispensed with. Commanding officers of battalions and companies will look closely 
to this great object, and each is held responsible that everything is left behind not absolutely necessary 
to the efficiency of officers and men. 

A great saving in the weight to be drawn may be made in diminishing the number of tents. One for 
the officers of a company, and one for every twelve sergeants, corporals, privates, and musicians, will 
give as many as the means of transportation will permit. This proportion must, on no account, be 
exceeded. Every intelligent individual will see that it is sufficient when he reflects that there will then 
be tents enough to cover the sick, the delicate, and all the arms, particularly as near the enemy one-third 
of every company ought to be on guard from sundown to sunrise. 

In order that the wagons and pack-horses may not be broken down by the lazy, no individual, except 
a sick or a lame man, will be allowed to ride. In cases of doubt, a surgeon, or if there be none, the com- 
manding officer will decide. This rule must be rigorously enforced. 

As a general rule, the troops will always commenee long marches with four days’ subsistence in each 
haversack. Hard bread, which is the lightest and the most wholesome, has been provided for the pur- 
pose, and for the same reasons bacon shall soon be issued; until it shall arrive, boiled pork for two days 
will be put in each haversack, with bread for four, at the commencement of the march for Fort Drane. 

The arms and ammunition of every man must, at all times, be kept in the best possible condition for 
firing. Both must be carefully inspected by company officers every morning and every evening. Com- 
manders of companies will always see that this is done in every company, and field officers will also look 
to the execution of this command. 

Arms must not be permitted to remain too long loaded. The loads must from time to time be drawn, 
or, by special permission, fired; all the bad loads of the same battalion or company at the same time. 
The special permission is indispensable to prevent false alarms; for, near the enemy, a single discharge 
ought to be a signal for the whole to turn out under arms. For this reason, and also on account of the 
difficulty of transporting ammunition in wagons, all idle firing in or about camps or columns in march is 
strictly prohibited. 

When access can be had to the ammunition wagon, every man ought constantly to have in his car- 
touch-box or pocket at least twenty-four rounds of ammunition to fit him for battle. This object ought to 
be looked to every morning when arms and ammunition are inspected. 

Volunteers will seize every occasion that may offer to drill by battalion and by company. 

By command of Major General Scott. 

A. VAN BUREN, Aide-de-camp, Acting Assistant Adjutant General. 





No. 68. 


Heanquarters Army oF Fiorina, Picolata, March 6, 1836. 
Str: No intelligence has been received of the movements of Major General Gaines of a later date 
: ) 
than his letter dated the 29th ultimo, a copy of which has been forwarded. He cannot, therefore, have 
fallen back upon either Fort Drane or King, or have marched upon Volusia. In either case, I should 
Q ’ , 
doubtless, have received a further report of him from Brigadier General Clinch. It may then be hoped 
that he has beaten the enemy, or, at least, have succeeded in effecting his return to Tampa Bay. In this 
o 3 ’ bf o 
state of doubt and anxiety I know not how long I may have to remain. Yet it is important to my com- 
binations that I should speedily learn what has become of his column, and, particularly, whether the 
’ ’ ’ 

position and numbers of the enemy have been materially changed by its operations. 

I at length know that the South Carolina mounted regiment reached Jacksonville yesterday It is 
destined to make part of the left wing. The foot (in part) of the same wing now occupies Volusia, and 

z \ tw) ’ 
positions on the coast as far as the Tomoca. Four other companies are engaged in scouring the country 
between the Atlantic and the St. John’s, as far south as the Alachua Ferry, or Pilatka. Several small 
’ ? 
parties of the enemy have been discovered almost in a line between this and St. Augustine. A few shots 
have been exchanged but without results. On the supposition that Major General Gaines has left the 
Co) ° 
state of the enemy on the Withlacoochee unchanged, the left wing (under Brigadier General Eustis) 
need not be concentrated at Volusia until a day or two before Brigadier General Clinch shall be in force 
to act vigorously from Fort Drane. Besides, Brigadier General Eustis has necessarily been compelled to 
5 J } 

wait for the South Carolina mounted regiment, which cannot reach St. Augustine before the day after to- 
morrow, and Volusia before the 12th. 

If the column under Major General Gaines had fallen back upon Fort Drane or King, the right win 

: i BS) 5 
would have wanted nothing but subsistence, and the forces now in this vicinity, and known to be coming 
up, to act with vigor and effect. These forces are: 1. Three companies United States artillery, under 
Major Gates, which landed this morning, about 140 men, and which detachment has been more than eight 
days in coming from Savannah by steam through a most unusual storm. 2. Major Cooper’s battalion of 
“ « o . 
Georgia foot, about 320 men, encamped about 4§ miles west of this, on the Fort Diane road. 3. A small 
battalion of Georgia mounted men, only about 140 strong, now waiting for orders at Garey’s Ferry, or 
° 5 ° = ° > "9 - © . y 4 
Black creek, distant, by a direct route, say 60 miles from Fort Drane. 4. Captain Wharton’s detachment 
of United States dragoons, about 90 strong, now in march from Savannah, and which may arrive at 
Garey’s Ferry about the 11th. These two small detachments of horse are, on the above supposition, 
deemed of greater importance to the right wing than the two of foot, and I do not know that any part of 
the second battalion of mounted men called for from Georgia can now be expected; and, indeed, if this 
oO ; ’ 
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second battalion were to arrive with no better dispositions than were evinced by the mass of the first, 
I shouid regret its appearance. 

The first battalion consisted of Captains Kenan’s, Allen’s, Douglass’s, Malone’s, and Sweeny’s com- 
panies. Less than 20 privates of Kenan’s and not one of Allen’s were willing to be mustered into service— 
that is, to come under the rules and articles of war. Their zeal and patriotism had evaporated before 
their arrival, in the opinion of many of their officers, and in that of all the gallant men of the same State 
who remain. <Allen’s men, in despite of his patriotic exertions, deserted him in mass the morning after their 
arrival on the opposite side, and before I could get across the river. The mass ol Kenans company, the 
one first on the ground, also deserted. This officer’s chagrin is as great as his intelligence and eeneral 
merits. About seven of his men only, who were willing to be mustered, have joined the three remaining 
companies of the battalion, These (Douglass’s, Malone’s, and Sweeny’s) showed better dispositions from 
the first. 1 visited their camp, on the other side of the river, four days ago, in a severe storm of wind 
and rain, and after a short harangue every man of them answered to his name at the muster, and cheered 
the rules and articles of war, that were duly read to them. This is the small battalion reported above as 
being now at Garey’s Ferry. 

I pray I may be pardoned for accepting this battalion, the companies of which are greatly below the 
standard of 64 privates, whilst each has its full complement of officers, sergeants, and corporals. No 
two of the companies were willing to unite into one. I was obliged to have some mounted men for the 
right wing, and I kvew not that another company would present itself from the same State. The 140 or 
150 men thus obtained, added to the detachment of United States dragoons, may suffice till the right 
and left wing shall approximate in the direction of the Withlacoochee or the Ocklawaha. 

About 16,000 rations, with a good supply of hospital stores, were despatched this morning for Fort 
Drane. The same wagons will return here or to Garey’s Ferry to be reloaded, and in the meantime both 
wagons and horses may be expected from Savannah to complete the baggage train. None were brought 
by the two steamers which arrived last night. They brought Major Gates’s detachment, corn, rations, &c., 
but no bacon. The latter is exceedingly wanted on account of its lightness compared with pork, and also 
because it is greatly preferred by all the volunteers. Not a pound has arrived here or at St. Augustine. 
This failure will demand an increase of not less than eight four-horse wagons. To add to my numerous 
vexations, the wagons reported to have been shipped at Baltimore in the Arctic have been left behind. 
As connected with the business of transportation, take this in connexion with the unexpected impcssib.lity 
of navigating with common boats the Ocklawaha, and the extraordinary detention of both wagons and 
horses at Savannah, and it will be seen that human agents are as little to be relied upon as the winds 
and waves. All have fought powerfully against me. I am not, however, cast down. My exertions shall 
be the greater, and there is yet both means and time to prosecute the campaign to a successful termina- 
tion. The boat is about to depart. 

In haste, I remain, with great respect, your most obedient servant, 
WINFIELD SCOTT. 

I send no more troops for the present to Fort Drane, on account of the difficulty of subsisting them 
there. If Major General Gaines shall not fall back on that point, it will be indispensable to wait fur Cap- 


tain Wharton. In the meantime it is easy to subsist the forces here and at Garey’s Ferry. 
W. S. 


Brigadier General R. Jones, Adjutant General United States Army. 





Hrapqvarters Army oF Frortpa, Picolata, March 4, 1836. 


Sir: I caused a letter, dated the second instant, to be despatched to you by a return express that left 
us yesterday morning. 

Before the arrival of the wagon train from Fort Drane, endeavors had been made to put across the 
river a supply of provisions. The roughness of the river was ¢hen an impediment. The storm has since 
increased, and still continues. Even the little steamer (Essayons) that has been here these two days can 
render but partial assistance. Her burden is very small, and yet she draws so much water (more than 
four feet) that she cannot approach nearer than some hundred yards the opposite shore. 

Being informed that Garey’s Ferry, on Black creek, furnishes a much better landing, with tolerable 
storage, and that the road thence to Fort Drane is rather shorter, and less bad, than the route from the 
point opposite to this, I have ordered several schooners, now here, to proceed thither and to discharge 
their cargoes of furage and subsistence for men. Three small companics of mounted Georgians, mustered 
into service yesterday, will return to that ferry, where they had left their wagons. It is my expectation 
to order the wagons (now to be sent to you) on their return from Fort Drane to that place, to receive their 
second loads—say of hard bread, bacon, and small rations, with, perhaps, some corn; but Iam glad to 
perceive that the quartermaster with you estimates that about 3,000 bushels of the latter article may be 
obtained in the vicinity of Fort Drane. Please cause the whole amount of corn estimated to be in the 
neighborhood to be purchased. Including the United States draguons, you will have, by the 17th instant, 
at least 250 mounted men, besides the horses of the baggage train, to subsist; and corn is so heavy an 
article of transportation that I should be glad not to be obliged to send a bushel from this quarter, except 
for use upon the road. Hay I have never expected to transport by land, beyond two or three marches. 

I still presume that Major General Gaines will be obliged to fall back on Fort Drane, which increases 
my anxiety to send the wagons (with some additions) loaded. I would prefer much that the force brought 
with him was back at Tampa Bay, or rather, that it had not marched from that place, provided that the 
movement fails to crush the enemy, or to terminate the war. The worst result, next to the loss of that 
fine body of men, or a third of it, would be mere success in driving the enemy into the lower country, 
where I suppose it would be almost impossible for us to follow—I mean be/ow the waters of Charlotte har- 
bor.. Hence my indignation that an isolated attack should have been mide from your vicinity, well cal- 
culated to produce that result; and at a time, too, when you knew, and Major General Gaines must have 
known through you, (and before,) that my plan, with ample means, was to move simultaneously upon the 
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Withlacoochee in three columns from Tampa Bay—the upper crossing on the Ocklawaha and Fort Drane— 
so as to make it impossible for the enemy to escape to the lower country. 

I have not yet supposed that Major General Gaines has not his retreat upon Fort Drane or King per- 
fectly in his power. On account of subsistence, if he can cut his way through the enemy to Tampa Bay, 
I should much prefer that his force should be there; and when I wished him to march or send that force 
to Volusia, it was because it could be infinitely more easily subsisted there than at Fort Drane. Should 
he, however, be in any difficulty in operating a retreat from the Withlacoochee, I certainly wish you to 
afford any succor that the slender means within your reach may allow; and this, doubtless, you would 
render, without any special permission to that effect. If the force returns to Fort Drane or King, it must 
be subsisted for at least five or six days from the means derived from this place; and hence, I now prefer 
that it should become a part of the right wing, rather than take that quantity of subsistence from you, 
and march back to Tampa Bay. 

Give me any intelligence you may possess as to the route from you to Garey’s Ferry 
ville, on Black creek. ] 

All the information obtained here and at St. Augustine represents the route from Volusia to the road 
between Fort King and Tampa Bay as practicable for troops moving with wagons—certainly, with pack- 
horses. 

No troops have arrived here within two days. The United States dragoons are in march from Savan- 
nab. Two or three steamers with troops, wagons, horses, &c., have been expected these five days. 

With great consideration, I remain, yours truly, 
WINFIELD SCOTT. 





{near Whites- 





Brigadier General Curxcn, Commanding, &c., Fort Drane. 





No. 70. 


Heapquarters Army oF Fiorina, Picolata, March 6, 1836. 


Sir: Major General Scott is exceedingly anxious to hear the result of the operations on the Withla- 
coochee. The last intelligence from that quarter, through you, was only to the 29th ultimo. 

Major Gates landed here this morning with three companies of United States artillery, about 140 
strong. No horses and no wagons have arrived. Captain Wharton’s detachment may arrive at Garey’s 
Ferry by the 11th. It is probable that this detachment and the 140 Georgia mounted men will be the only 
horse with the right wing; and hence Major Gates’s and Major Cooper’s battalions are detained near this 
depot until Captain Wharton shall approach nearer to the above-mentioned ferry. 

A baggage train, consisting of seventeen four and five, and twelve two-horse wagons, and six carts, 
set out for Fort Drane this morning, escorted by one company of Major Cooper’s battalion of Georgia 
foot. They have with them 8,960 rations of hard bread, 8,537 rations of flour, 11,000 rations of pork, 
8,000 rations of beans, two barrels of coffee, one barrel of vinegar, eight boxes of soap, three boxes of 
candles, 5,000 flints, and a large supply of medical stores. In consequence of the extremely bad state of 
the road, particularly at this end of the route, it is presumed that from four to five days will be required 
for this train to reach you. General Scott hopes that it may arrive in good time, and the subsistence and 
stores in good order. 

Under the impression stated to you in his last letter, General Scott wishes you, after giving the 
horses a reasonable rest at Fort Drane, to send back the best wagons and teams to Garey’s Ferry, to 
receive a further supply of subsistence and general stores for the right wing of the army. Should your 
better knowledge of the route between those places convince you that it wiil be more advantageous to 
send the train back to Bayard, (opposite this place,) you will please to do so, giving timely notice thereof 
to general headquarters. 

General Scott bids me ask, will it be necessary, in your judgment, to send an escort with the train 
from Fort Drane to Garey’s Ferry? He supposes not. But you will please, in this case, decide that point - 
for yourself; and if it should be in favor of an escort, he suggests a detachment other than that which is 
now in march with the train. It will be easy, when the wagons shall be reloaded at Garey’s Ferry, to 
furnish an escort from that point back to Fort Drane. The South Carolina regiment of mounted men will, 
in all probability, have passed the river at Jacksonville by to-morrow night. 

I have the honor to be, sir, with high consideration, your most obedient servant, 
R. E. TEMPLE, Lieutenant and Aide-de-camp. 


Brigadier General Ciixcn, Commanding left wing, &c., Fort Drane. 





No. 71. 


Heapgvarters Aruy or Froripa, between Picolata and Garey’s Ferry, March 9, 1836. 


Sir: I have just set out for Fort Drane, via Garey’s Ferry, on Black creek, with two companies of 
regulars, and intending to take with me from the latter place the small battalion of mounted Georgians, 
(heretofore mentioned, ) under the command of Major Douglass. Lieutenant Colonel Bankhead is at the 
head of the first detachment, and the two together may make a total of about 240; but even this small force 
may be important to rescue Major General Gaines. 

I had not received the slightest information of the operations on the Withlacoochee (official or other- 
wise) of a later date than the 29th ultimo up to this morning, and had concluded that he had effected 
his march, with more or less success against the enemy, upon Tampa Bay, when at daylight the steamer 
that I am now in arrived and brought the rumor, which is confirmed by the two accompanying notes from 
Paymaster Lytle, received about six hours afterwards. On the reception of the rumor, I immediately 
commenced preparations for this movement; but being delayed by the necessity of unlading and relading 
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the boats, Iam now at anchor at the mouth of Black creek. I hope to put the troops in march from 
Garey’s Ferry early in the day to-morrow, and to reach Fort Drane with a small escort the day following. 
It is possible that even these little detachments of horse and foot may reach the Withlacoochee in time to 
render a valuable service. 

I am aware that the movement I am making may be condemned, if regarded in any other light than 
a rescue, as premature. Colonel Goodwyn’s mounted regiment only arrived at St. Augustine last night 
or this morning, and consequently the left wing cannot be in force on the Ocklawaha, in the direction of 
Pelaklikaha, earlier than the 17th, or up with the enemy before the 20th instant. Colonel Lindsay, who 
may have already arrived at Tampa Bay, cannot operate more than two days’ march from that place from 
the want of the means of transportation, Major General Gaines having taken away the horses which were 
there, and the basis of the right wing is merged in the force brought by that general into the field, and 
must participate in his success or failure. If it falls back with him upon Fort Drane, it must suffer great 
loss; and if it follow him to Tampa Bay, it will be wholly out of position. 

In this and even a greater state of uncertainty I have been held since the 26th ultimo. The day 
after I ordered back Major Cooper’s battalion of Georgia foot, to prevent starvation at Fort Drane; and, 
though daily from that time in the expectation of receiving from Savannah horses and serviceable wagons, 
not one has arrived. The quantity of subsistence that will be at Furt Drane (say) to-morrow will only 
be that sent from Picolata on the 6th instant, viz: 11,497 rations of bread and flour; 11,000 rations of 
pork, (with beef cattle in the neighborhood;) 8,000 rations of beans; some coffee, vinegar, &c. And the 
troops now about to proceed, perhaps as far as the Withlacoochee, will not have the means of taking with 
them rations for more than six days. 

I beg leave to recapitulate the causes of my great deficiency in the means of transportation: 1. The 
wagons and horses which I knew Brigadier General Clinch to possess early in February have been more 
broken down by hard service and bad roads than I had expected to find them. 2. I had, upon what was con- 
sidered in Georgia and even at Picolata the best information, confidently relied upon the use of the Ockla- 
waha as late as the 2d instant. 3. No bacon has arrived, and the difference between it and pork, including 
wood and brine, is fifty per centum against the latter. 4. The wagons purchased at Charleston and Augusta 
by Assistant Quartermasters LEngle and Peyton are generally poor, and many of them unserviceable. 5. The 
six or ten wagons actually reported to have been shipped at Baltimore in, | think, the Arctic, with Major 
Gates, were all left behind. 6. Of the 19,000 rations known to be at Fort Drane about the 25th ultimo, 
nearly the whole have been drawn by a force not expected by the government or myself to appear in that 
quarter. 7. Nota horse for the baggage train left by me at Savannah, or which I have since ordered 
to be purchased by Assistant Quartermaster Dimmock, has arrived in Florida. 

On the 21st ultimo, when I was but 20 hours from Savannah, I sent back by a steamer that was met, 
an order to Lieutenant Dimmock to ship about 40 horses for the baggage train to Picolata. This order 
was strongly reiterated by a return steamer, five days afterwards; and again on the 2d instant, by another 
boat, he was instructed to send immediately, and by the speediest conveyance, 70 horses for the train and 
six four-horse wagons. I had this morning a report from him, saying, after he had received my first and 
second orders, that he had sent all the horses wanted for draught and packs by land, except a few which 
were to’come as packs with Captain Wharton. Now, as the latter was about 24 days in New York after 
receiving orders for Florida, and expected to remain so in Savannah, he cannot be looked for in this 
neighborhood before the 18th or 20th instant. The other parts of the lot were, it seems, given as packs to 
the tenth company of South Carolina mounted men, and sent forward in a drove. They must, it is feared, 
arrive in a state unfit for the baggage train (say) about the 16th instant. Such has been the failure of 
human agents. The weather has been equally adverse. 

If the force on the Withlacoochee should fall back on Fort Drane, it will be seen from the foregoing 
that a part, at least, must probably march upon Volusia or Garey’s Ferry, to be within reach of subsistence. 
Instructions have been left behind me to send forward rations, should the means of transportation arrive 
in time, and the troops already in the neighborhood of Picolata—Major Cooper’s and the remaining 
company of Major Gates’s battalions. I have also desired Brigadier General Eustis, in the same event, 
to order to Fort Drane two companies of mounted men of Colonel Goodwyn’s regiment, and a fourth order 
will go back in this boat to Lieutenant Dimmock on the subject of horses and wagons. 

Some rifles and the tents arrived this morning at Picolata; but Colonel Goodwyn had marched 
through six or eight storms without cover, and now all companies in march are to be reduced to three 
tents each. 

I have the honor to remain, with respect, your most obedient servant, 


WINFIELD SCOTT. 
Brigadier General Jones, Adjutant General U. S. Army. 


P. S.—Please remark that in his letter to Brigadier General Clinch, dated at New Orleans the 2d 
ultimo, Major General Gaines speaks of ‘an efficient co-operation;” promises to be “in readiness” at 
Tampa Bay “by the 8th of the present month, to form a junction at or near that place with the force under 
your command, whenever and as soon as in your judgment your force shall be sufficient to justify the move- 
ment;” and concludes by saying, “a sufficient quantity of ammunition and provisions have been trans- 
ported to Fort Brooke to divide with you until further supplies are received;” yet he did not wait till the 
brigadier gave notice that he was “in force;’ came to Fort King, and swept nearly the whole of the 
subsistence collected at Fort Drane. A copy of that letter is in your office; and I now enclose one from 
Governor Eaton, from which it will appear that Major General Gaines knew, at Tampa Bay, about the 
14th ultimo, that I had been charged with the direction of the war. He first heard this at Pensacola, and 
received Governor Eaton’s despatch at Tampa, as I can establish. Hence his haste and neglect of the 
assurances given to Brigadier General Clinch; his isolated attack, &c. 





No. 72. 
Forr Drang, March 5, 1836. 
Sm: I have been directed by General Clinch to inform you that your communications of yesterday’s 
date reached him at this post after he had mounted his horse and was on the move with the forces under 
his command to escort supplies to General Gaines. He directed me likewise to say to you that the 
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distance from this point to Garey’s (on Black creek) is about the same as the distance from here to 
Picolata. 

As you may wish, however, to obtain all the information possible on the subject, I will take the 
liberty of adding, from my own knowledge, that the road from Garey’s to this place is sandy, consequentiy, 
almost invariably dry; while the road frum Piculata here is muddy after heavy rains, particularly such 
as we have just ex xperienced. 

Colonel Gadsden arrived here from Tallahassee on the 4th, (yesterday,) and accompanied General 
Clinch this morning to the Withlacoochee. 

' Very respectfully, 
J. S. LYTLE, United States Army. 


Fort Drane, March 8, 1836. 


Sir: By direction of General Clinch I opened your communication of the 6th instant, which arrived 
late last night, in advance of the wagons. You will perceive by my letter of the 5th that General Clinch, 
with all the forces at this post, and one hundted mounted men from the vicinity, had left for the Withla- 
coochee to escort a small supply of cattle, ammunition, &c., to General Gaines, having received the night 
before a third express from that officer. No word has been received from either of these generals since 
the 5th. When Generai Clinch left here he expected to be back on the 9th. 

The probability is, that the wagons will return without an escort, there being at present no troops 
here; and should General Clinch get back before the wagons depart, his men may be too much fatigued 
to march again immediately; but this, of course, is merely conjecture. [ am satisfied, however that 
General Clinch would advise that an escort accompany the wagons back to this place, w hen reloaded. 

Captain Graham being directed by General Clinch to send back the wagons for supplies after their 
arrival here, will send them to Garey’s, it being the best road. 

Very respectfully, 
J. S. LYTLE. 


Major General Scorr, U. S. Army, Commanding in Florida. 


N. B.—The amount of General Gaines’s last express to General Clinch, dated 3d instant, was merely 
copies of his previous letters, with a note, stating that the Indians were still around him, but little or no 
fighting taken place since his last communication. 


TALLAHASSEE, February 24, 1836. 


Dear Sm: I have received your letter and enclosure for Colonel Lindsay. To-morrow a despatch 
vessel will proceed to Tampa, by which I shall send your letter, and hope it will find him there. Ten 
days ago General Gaines proceeded there, and immediately I forwarded General Scott’s ietter to me, and 
the Secretary of War’s instructions, that he might be fully apprised. Since that time I have heard 
nothing from him. 

At Tampa, as far as I am advised, there is a foree now of about 1,200 or 1,400 men. An express from 
General Clinch, received last night, states his force at 458, rank and file; in all 538. His provisions will 
serve about fifteen or twenty days, say to the 10th March. His transportation is twenty-seven horses, 
thirty mules, nine wagons, six carts. 

It is important, I “think, that General Scott should agree upon a day of moving, and by some despatch 
steamboat advise those at Tampa of the time of the. day he will march, that both detachments may 
advance at one and the same time The day should be fixed so prospectively that no time may be lost 
or mistake be made as to the day of departure. - 

Say to General Scott I fear much his Volusia move; it is too low down in the swamps, and cannot, I 
apprehend, be passed securely. If he had moved from Picolata to Camp King, the country being higher 
would have afforded a safer and better march, and one, I think, equally advantageous to our military 
operations. 

Colonel Fitzpatrick, speaker of the legislative council of the Territory, will proceed to join General 
Scott from this place. He well knows the Cape country, is an intelligent man, and will render great 
service. 

I write in great haste. Health and safety to you all, and kind regards to General Scott. 


Yours, 
J. H. EATON 
Major A. Van Buren. 





No. 74. 


Heapgvarters Arwy or Fiortpa, Picolata, March 9, 1836. 


Str: A rumor has reached me this morning, brought by the Florida from Jacksonville, and to that place 
by a horseman, (citizen I presume,) that Major General Gaines was still on the Withlacoochee, and had 
been joined by Brigadier General Clinch, with the forces which were under the command of the latter; 
that the two had been engaged, more or less, daily with Indians, and that the latter had a fort near the 
scene of those combats, which Major General Gaines intended to attack on the 6th or Tth instant. I have 
determined to move with such forces from this neighhorhood—say Major Gates’s battalion and that of 
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Georgia mounted men—as I may be able to find wagons for, in the direction of Fort Drane and the scene 
of operations, governing myself according to circumstances. 

The great difficulties consist in supplying subsistence at Fort Drane and beyond. On the arrival 

say on the 10th) of the wagon train despatched hence on the 6th instant there cannot be full rations 
left for all the forces in that vicinity for more than a day or two, and the train took breadstuffs for only 
about fourteen days for those forces. The pork (there was no bacon here) was but for a little more than 
half that time. - To transport additional supplies, I cannot reckon upon more than two wagons (extra) at 
Garey’s Ferry, and one here, besides the ammanition wagon and the one for general headquarters. I mean 
wagons to which we can attach teams; and for the ammunition, I shall be obliged to retain the wagon 
you sent over yesterday, which is now loaded with rifles for St. Augustine. Lieutenant Dimmock has 
not sent a horse by water, and not a wagon. Contrary to my reiterated orders, be has started the mules 
and horses by land, giving some as packs to one of Colonel Goodwyn’s companies, (which, therefore, 
will bring no wagon,) some to Wharton, also as packs, and the remainder in (I suppose) a drove. 
Wharton expected to make good ten days in Savannah; consequently, I know not when the pack-horses 
will arrive. Some pack-saddles have come in the Florida. Lieutenant Dimmock had not received my 
letter of the 2d by the Santee. That boat, like all others, for ten days, has been delayed beyond all time. 
The Florida reports that she must have reached Savannah on the 7th. We shall see what effect the 
letter she carried will produce. 

Perhaps I shall be able to find wagons only sufficient to take subsistence, say for ten days, for but 
two companies of Major Gates's battalion. I write in haste, and cannot make (yet) the necessary 
calculations. 

I wish you immediately to despatch two or three companies of Colonel Goodwyn’s regiment, under a 
field officer, to follow to Fort Drane, provided that you can furnish the means of transporting subsistence 
for the men equal to eight days, and forage (corn only) for three or four days. If you cannot furnish the 
transportation without halting the movement of the left wing in its march to Volusia, then the two or three 
companies will be put in march as soon as you shall be able by the new arrivals of horses and mules to 
supply the above amount of transportation. 

From the enclosed letter (a copy) from Governor Eaton, I begin to doubt whether the route from 
Volusia, either by the upper or lower crossing on the Ocklawaha, upon any point in the road from Fort 
King to Tampa Bay, be as practicable for troops as we have heretofore supposed. I have relied upon 
you to obtain at St. Augustine the necessary information in relation to that route. I hope that you have 
satisfied yourself that it is practicable for wagons, or at any rate for pack-horses. Some pack-saddles 
will be left here for you. 

Your arrangements for covering the plantations to the south of St. Augustine, and for scouring the 
country between you and Volusia, I have highly approved. Colonel Goodwyn’s regiment having now 
arrived, I wish you to begin to concentrate on Volusia; and as soon as your means of transportation will 
allow, to push forward as large a portion of your force as practicable to the Ocklawaha, at the upper or 
lower crossing, according to the choice of routes, and there establish a sufficient post; but before you 
shall have passed Volusia, I hope to be able to give you better data for the regulation of your march and 
operations beyend the Ocklawaha. If a practicable route can be found, I shall probably wish you to 
march with your whole disposable force, after leaving the necessary garrisons for your small posts in the 
rear, upon either Okihamky, Pelaklikaha, or Chickuchatty, and extend that force a little to the right and 
left, (as far as prudence may permit,) as well to prevent the enemy from escaping to the southeast, from 
the Withlacoochee, as to increase the chances of communicating with the right wing and Tampa Bay. 

These are the probable instructions which I may, upon better information, confirm from Fort Drane; 
and they are intimated in advance to meet the possible case of my not being able to communicate with 
you again in any short time. In that event you will proceed, if the route will permit, to carry them into 
execution, and as soon as your means of transportation will allow. I am aware that the latter are not 
fully equal to the occasion, and may, by the continuation of the series of accidents, not be sufficient in 
some time. I know, however, that all that may reasonably be attempted will be essayed by you, and I 
have every confidence in your zeal, as well as abilities. If you had the adequate means of transportation, 
and I were sure of the practicability of the route indicated, I should be absolutely certain of your executing 
the part assigned you, and in the shortest time. If in your march to the southwest you should open a 
communication with Colonel Lindsay, or any other officer junior to you, you will give him any instructions 
that you may deem necessary to harmonize his movements with the general views which you know me 
to entertain, and which may not be incompatible with recent instructions from general headquarters. 
Those views are, first, to pursue and beat the larger bodies of the enemy, and, secondly, to prevent, by 
all practicable means, the escape of that enemy into the lower parts of the peninsula. 

Four companies of Major Cooper’s battalion of Georgia foot will be left in position till sufficient 
means of transportation can be supplied. It will then be my wish that you put those companies in march 
for Fort Drane. 

Captain Wharton’s detachment of dragoons, which cannot arrive at Jacksonville or Garey’s Ferry 
before the 16th or 18th instant, is destined to take the same route. I shall leave instructions for its gov- 
ernment at the one or other of those places. 

i have just opened a letter from the governor of Georgia, advising me of the march from Milledgeville, 
upon Colerain, Jacksonville, and Picolata, of another company of mounted Georgians. The march com- 
menced on the 28th ultimo. I shall leave instructions here, subject to your control, for its government. 
My meaning is, that it shall not follow me to Fort Drane till it is known that at least 10,000 additional 
rations have been sent thither from Garey’s Ferry or this place, unless the company should bring with it 
the means of transporting with it subsistence for itself for at least ten days. 

Please call for returns from the assistant quartermaster and assistant commissary left at this place. 
They both have my orders to wake Garey’s Ferry the depot for further supplies which may be wanted at 
and beyond Fort Drane by the right wing. Please see instructions from me to the assistant quarter- 
master here, and permit him, as far as practicable, to carry the same into execution. 

In great haste, I remain, with the highest respect, your most obedient servant, 

WINFIELD SCOTT. 

Brigadier General Eustis, United States Army, Commanding, &c. 
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P. S—I set out this evening via Garey’s Ferry. Colonel Bankhead accompanies me, at the head of 
two companies of artillery. Major Gates is left here as the commander of the post for the present, sub- 
ject, of course, to your orders. The boat to communicate with Volusia has not arrived. 

W. 8. 


Heapquarters Army oF Forma, March 9, 1836. 


Sir: Of the wagons and horses that may be expected to arrive here, or at Garey’s Ferry, from Savan- 
nah and Charleston, I wish as many as possible, with reference to the wants of the left wing, of which 
Brigadier General Eustis will be the judge, despatched for Fort Drane, with subsistence for men. Hard 
bread will be sent in preference to flour, and bacon, should any arrive, in preference to pork. 

Add, for each train, small rations, (say) one-third as many as you send bread. Should no bacon be 
on hand, let the number of rations of pork sent be in the proportion of two to three of bread, and one 
barrel of flour may be sent for every three of bread. 

I wish you also to send to the same place, by the first train that you may despatch, a good proportion 
of the tools expected from Savannah, say saws, augers, and broad-axes, 

It is probable that another company of mounted Georgians may arrive in a week at Jacksonville, 
Show this letter (or send a copy) to both Brigadier General Eustis and Major Gates, that one or other 
may send orders, in advance, for that company to proceed to Garey’s Ferry, and there await further orders. 

The same thing of another company of mounted men that may be expected from the same State. A 
company of mounted South Carolinians may also be soon expected at Jacksonville, destined for the left 
wing. I mention these companies to you in order that you may take measures to place forage at those 
places for them, as well as for Captain Wharton’s detachment of United States dragoons, which is to 
march to Fort Drane. Being fully persuaded that Garey’s Ferry is the better depot for stores intended 
for the right wing, you will take care to keep it supplied with whatever you may think will probably be 
wanted. 

The quarter part of the baggage wagon train, lately sent hence to Fort Drane, was ordered to return 
to Garey’s Ferry to be reloaded for the right wing. Events may prevent the execution of that order. 
Hence the instructicn in the beginning of this letter. 

In great haste, I remain truly yours, 
WINFIELD SCOTT. 


Lieutenant Dusensury, Assistant Quartermaster United States Army. 


The Essayons (steamer) is left under your immediate charge, principally for supplying the depot at 
Garey’s Ferry. Lieutenant Searight, assistant commissary of subsistence, is ordered thither; he will, to 
any necessary extent, be subject to your instructions. All haversacks and nose-bags here must be put 
on board the Florida to-day. 

Any haversacks that may arrive from St. Augustine must be forwarded by the earliest possible con- 
veyance, and if in time, by the wagon-horses about to proceed to Garey’s Ferry. 


No. 76. 


Hearquarters Army oF Fiorina, Garey’s Ferry, March 10, 1836. 

Sm: As an assistant commissary you are placed on duty at this depot, and you are also charged 
with the duties of acting assistant quartermaster. 

In the two capacities, with the assistance of Mr. Williams, or some other capable person, you are 
charged with the issue of subsistence and forage to all troops, volunteers or regulars, that may arrive 
here; also with the delivery of arms, ammunition, accoutrements, and other appointments, to such of the 
troops as may require them, within the regulations of the service. 

Upon all those points you will correspond with Assistant Quartermaster Dusenbury, at Picolata, so as 
to keep this depot supplied with whatever may probably be required by troops passing on to the theatre 
of war. 

Among the troops that may be expected soon to arrive are four other companies of Georgia mounted 
volunteers. Such companies, as they successively arrive, you will regularly muster into the service of 
the United States for ninety days, unless sooner discharged, and cause the rules and articles of war to 
be read to each and every one. All this you will do by my authority; and such are the instructions given 
to me by the War Department. 

Those companies may probably arrive here without arms. Hall’s patent rifles and some of the 
common rifles are at Picolata, and also some swords, and muskets in abundance. 

Write to Lieutenant Dusenbury to send hither some of both kinds of rifles, and also some muskets— 
say about seventy-five of the latter. With the common rifle, sabres must be issued in equal numbers; but 
Hall’s having a bayonet, no sabre will go with them. Indeed, Lieutenant Dusenbury has, with the number 
here, not more than sixty or eighty left. Give the companies that may present themselves the choice of 
arms within your means of supply, and also issue the corresponding ammunition, or powder and lead, in 
the case of the selection of rifles. Some three hundred or more haversacks and nose-bags will be sent 
you very soon. Issue to each man either a nose-bag or a haversack, to carry the four days’ provisions for 
himself, required by my orders for marching troops. Tents, at the rate of three per company, will also be 
allowed, and more for troops whilst here in camp. There are many tents at Picolata. 

It is my wish and order that no company or companies that may arrive (till further orders) shall 
proceed hence to Fort Drane and the theatre of war, with the means of transporting, with it or them, less 
than eight days’ subsistence for men. The reason of this instruction is founded on the fear of scarcity of 
rations in that quarter; but should the train, soon expected here to be reloaded, be sufficient to take 
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15,000 rations back to Fort Drane, then the companies may be allowed to proceed to that place, with the 
means of transporting with them six days’ rations. The train may be expected here in five or seven days, 
and by correspondence with Picolata you will hold yourself in readiness to despatch it back without 
delay. 
I wish you to send not more than one part of flour to three of hard bread; and in pork, two-thirds as 
many rations as you send in bread and flour. . 

For the present, and until our means of transportation are better, you will send small rations, in the 
proportion of one to four, compared with flour and bread. 

Other supplies for Fort Drane may be directed, such as carpenters’ tools, &c. ‘Lieutenant Dusenbury 
has my general instructions on the subject. 

Some rope for picketing horses, and for helping wagons over bad parts of the route, will be supplied 
to the wagons of the general train, and any wagon belonging to a detachment, according to your means. 

Under the general instructions to me from the War Department, (a copy of which you have,) this 
place is constituted a place of issue to the distressed inhabitants of Florida. I can leave no officer here 
but yourself. You will therefore make issues under the printed instructions on the subject, and according 
to the spirit of those instructions. 

If bacon should arrive here or at Picolata, I wish it to be sent to Fort Drane, instead of pork, and as 
many rations of bacon as of bread and flour. 

In proportion to the difficulty of the duties assigned you, will, no doubt, be your zeal and energy in 
execution. 

With respect, your obedient servant, 

WINFIELD SCOTT 
Lieutenant Searicut, United States Army, dc. 





No. 77. 


Heapquarters Army oF Froripa, Fort Drane, March 14, 1836. 

Str: On my arrival here I found that the force which had been upon the Withlacoochee had fallen 
back on this vicinity. 

Brigadier General Clinch, with some means of subsistence, and about 600 men, (of whom 150 were 
mounted Floridians,) joined Major General Gaines on the 6th instant. The force under the latter had 
already been reduced to the necessity of commencing on horses and dogs for their subsistence. After 
receiving that timely and important succor, the army remained in position till the 10th. 

It may be remarked that from the time of entrance into the intrenched camp, up to the retreat in 
this direction, not a sortie was attempted, and that to save the pride of the higher officer, the command 
was relinquished to the next in rank, in order that he might give the order to retreat. 

A copy of Major General Gaines’s order, yielding the immediate command of their joint forces to 
Brigadier General Clinch, is enclosed. This extraordinary paper I have but little time to comment upon. 
The poor sneer against me, as the diplomatic agent of the War Department, is in character with all his 
recent acts; for, at the moment of the arrival of the succor, on the 6th, he had already opened a negotia- 
tion with the enemy, in which it is said on good authority he was willing to leave them in the quiet pos- 
session of the country below the Withlacoochee until the arrival of the “ diplomatic agent;” but in which 
Powell insisted that that river should be the perpetual boundary between us and the Seminoles. But 
for Brigadier General Clinch I have no doubt some treaty, on the one or other basis, would have been 
formed between the parties. He alleged the positive instructions of the War Department against all 
negotiating, and he enabled Major General Gaines to save the original force with him. Not a sortie was 
made from the intrenched camp from the time of its formation up to the retreat; and on the approach of 
the succor, a large detachment-of the enemy had taken a position to intercept the retreat in this direction. 
How, under such circumstances, it can be alleged that the enemy has been beaten, it would be difficult to 
reconcile with facts. 

I have every reason to hope that the enemy remains nearly in the same position as before the isolated, 
and therefore false, movement of Major General Gaines. This is fortunate. 

I have instructed Brigadier General Eustis, after scouring the country through which he will have 
to pass to some extent, to place his column in position somewhere in the neighborhood of Pelaklikaha 
about the 25th instant. Colonel Lindsay, by the same day, is to be with his force at Chickuchatty, (about 
two marches from Tampa,) and means are suggested to each in order to multiply the chances of commu- 
nicating with each other. The right wing will move hence (say) on the 24th instant, to attack in front. 
This column will pass the Withlacoochee about half a mile below the late intrenched camp, where there 
is a good ford, and of which Major General Gaines might have availed himself if he had had the strength 
or inclination. 

The 25th instant is appointed in order that I may be certain of giving Brigadier General Eustis and 
Colonel Lindsay time to put themselves in position, respectively, and further to give time for the harassed 
troops lately under Major General Gaines to recruit themselves for effective operations. The same inter- 
val is equally important to enable Brigadier General Clinch to receive from Picolata or Garey’s Ferry the 
quantity of subsistence indispensable to give confidence to the movements of the right wing. I have 
time to add no more. 

Enclosed are copies of the order of Major General Gaines, mentioned above, and of Brigadier General 
Clinch’s letter to me. 

With great respect, I remain your most obedient, 
WINFIELD SCOTT. 


Brigadier General Jones, Adjutant General U. S. A. 
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ORDER No. 7. 


Hrapquarters Western DepartMENT, 
Fort Izard, on the Withlacoochee, Florida, March 9, 1836. 

1. Called to East Florida by the savage massacres and conflagrations of the 28th December and the 
following month, the commanding general hastily collected in Louisiana the forces which accompanied 
him from that patriotic State. 'lhese troops, in the short space of thirty-six days, have marched by land 
and water nearly eight hundred miles, one hundred and forty of which was through the country occupied } 
by the enemy, whose principal force they have met, beaten, and forced to sue for peace. 

2. These important objects of the campaign having been accomplished with the hearty and cordial 
co-operation of Brigadier General Clinch, (to whose sound judgment the defence of this frontier had been 
wisely confided, and by whose gallantry the enemy had been chastised on the 31st of December, and since 
held in check as far as his limited means would allow,) the troops from Louisiana are placed under his 


ith command, in order to guard against the known faithlessness of the enemy, until the arrival of the forces 
under the officer charged with the diplomatic arrangements of the War Department. Whenever and as ; 


soon as that officer shall mature his plan of operations, and accomplish the duties assigned him, the forces 
from Louisiana will return to New Orleans. 

3. The commanding general cannot, consistently with his views of propriety, take leave of the troops 

‘ by whom he has been so manfully sustained, without tendering them his grateful acknowledgments for 
the constancy and courage with which they have performed every duty and borne privations, the recital of 
which would not fail to command the admiration of the virtuous and wise of every section of the republic. P 
The officers and soldiers of the whole of these forces, (including the artillery from Tampa Bay,) acting as 
a light brigade, under command of Lieutenant Colonel Twiggs, of the 4th infantry, have performed their 
duty so much to the satisfaction of the general that he cannot discriminate between the relative claims 
of corps, of officers, or other individuals, without the risk of invidious distinctions. All did their duty 
cheerfully and gallantly; and when it became necessary to meet the question whether to eat the meat of 
their own horses or to abandon an important position, all cheerfully preferred this unpleasant subsistence 
i" to any movement that would endanger the frontier. The horse-meat was accordingly eaten by officers 
and men until the enemy was beaten and sued for peace. A timely supply of provisions arrived, escorted 
by the brave Georgians, Floridians, and regulars, under General Clinch, at the moment the pacific propo- 
sitions of the enemy were in the act of being answered The Indians were fired on by the general’s ligut 
troops before he could be notified of the object of their being near the camp. They have since disap- 
peared. 

4. The general deeply regrets the fall of First Lieutenant J. F. Izard, of the dragoons, acting brigade 
major, and in command of the advance guard. He fell at the head of his corps, and though mortally 
wounded, had the hervic presence of mind to order, “‘ Keep your positions, men, and lie close.” Second 
Lieutenant Duncan, of 2d artillery, was slightly wounded; Captain Sanders, commanding the friendly 
Indians, was severely wounded; Captain Armstrong, of the United States transport schooner Motto, was 
slightly wounded. The two last-named officers were in the advance, where their services had been highly 
useful during the march. Lieutenant Ephraim P. Smith, of Captain Williams’s company of Louisiana 
volunteers, received three wounds. This officer and twenty-nine non-commissioned officers and soldiers 
of other companies of the regiment evinced their gallantry by their good conduct, as well as by their 
honorable wounds. The general is convinced that he never commanded a finer corps; its chief would do 
honor to any service. 

The officers of the medical department merit the approbation of the general for the attentive and 
skilful manner in which their duties were discharged 


List of killed and wounded. 
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By order of Major General Gaines. 
GEO. A. McCALL, Aide-de-camp, Acting Assistant Adjutant General. 





. - No. 79. 


Heapqvarters Ricnt Wine Fioripa Troops, Fort Drane, March 12, 1836. 
Sir: T returned last night from the Withlacoochee with the troops composing the right wing Florida 
army. The troops turned over tu me by Major General Gaines are stationed four miles in advance of this 
post, and with a little rest and recruiting will be a very efficient force, and will add much to the strength 
of the right wing of the army of Florida. 
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The principal force of the Indians are still on the Withlacoochee, and it is my opinion they will remain 
there until driven from their one hold by force. 
The enclosed papers, Nos. 1, 2, 3, 4, will inform you of the principal occurrences that have taken place 
since my last communication to you. 
I beg leave to refer you to Colonel Gadsden for further particulars. 
7 am, &c., 
D. L. CLINCH, Brigadier General United States Army. 


Major General W. Scorr, Commander of the Florida army. 


No. 80. 


Herapquarters Army OF Fiorina, Fort Drane, March 14, 1836. 


Sir: On the 6th instant Brigadier General Clinch, with a considerable quantity of subsistence and 
about 600 men, (of whom 150 were mounted Floridians,) reached the intrenched camp on the Withlacoo- 
chee. The troops there, without having made a single sortie, had already commenced eating their horses 
and dogs, and the enemy had a large detachment in “position to intercept the retreat in this direction. 

Major General Gaines had actually commenced a sort of negotiation with the Indians, in which he 
was willing to let them remain quiet below the Withlacoochee, until “the diplomatic agent of the War 
Department” (myself) should arrive, but in which Powell insisted on that river as the permanent boundary 
between the Seminoles and the whites. The arrival of Clinch put a stop to the negotiation, and the higher 
officer yielded the immediate command to the next in rank, in order that the latter might take upon him- 
self the unpleasant, but necessary step, as was believed by both, of commanding a retreat. 

The enemy, as is confidently believed, remains nearly in the position occupied on the 27th ultimo. 
This is fortunate; the recent operations require ten or twelve days to recruit for active operations. The 
same time is wanted to bring subsistence to this point, and perhaps to enable you and Colonel Lindsay to 
place your respective forces in position. The latter, by the way of St. Mark’s, and direct from this place, 
is instructed to be at Chickuchatty by the 25th instant. On the same day I wish you to be at or near 
Pelaklikaha, to act as heretofore instructed. 

Brigadier General Clinch, Colonel Gadsden, (who is with me and in my staff,) and others, think there 
is no doubt but that you will find the route to that place, from Volusia, perfectly practicable with pack- 
horses, if not with wagons. Take with you, accordingly, all the pack- -horses expected at Picolata from 
Savannah, and you need not send to the right wing any part of the South Carolina regiments. 

Colonel Lindsay i is instructed, after gaining his position, to fire a gun (if he should have one) every 
morning at 10 o’clock, to multiply the chances of communicating with you. You will do the same, and at 
the same hour, for the double purpose of being heard by Brigadier General Clinch and the colonel. Clinch 
will be instructed (if he can take a gun) to do the same thing. 

The instructions to the three commanders of corps is, in one or two particulars, the same—to pursue 
and beat any considerable body of the enemy, and next to that, if possible, to prevent any such body from 
escaping to the southeast. 

When you and Colonel Lindsay shall have gained the positions mentioned above, I wish each to close 
upon the enemy in the rear, whilst he shall be vigorously attacked by Clinch in front. The latter will 
cross the Withlacoochee near the late intrenched camp, about thirty-five miles, and south-southwest from this 
place. The enemy is supposed to remain in the swamps or hammocks a little above, and on the left bank 
of the Withlacoochee, near the junction of the branches of that river; that supposed position is also called 
the cove. I left orders with Major Cooper, and at Garey’s Ferry, that no troops should march upon this 
place without arriving here with at least six days’ subsistence unexpended. It is now my wish that no 
detachment shall leave the neighborhood of Picolata or Garey’s Ferry before the 19th instant, for this place, 
and not then without the extra subsistence mentioned. 

I wish you to retain the wagons and horses that may arrive in your vicinity which may be indis- 
pensable to the left wing, and give the remainder to the right. Many (in addition) will be wanted by 
Clinch. All the horses brought from Tampa are reported as utterly unserviceable, and by the time the 
wagon train that left here yesterday for Garey’s Ferry shall return with their loads of subsistence, &Xc., 

many of them will be broken down. Five or six additional four-horse wagons (with their horses or mules) 
were required of Licu@nant Dimmock, in my letter to him of the 9th instant, besides the wagons expected 
from Baltimore, and the wagons, horses , and mules, previously required of that officer; that is, when I 
left Garey’s Ferry, about twenty four-horse wagons, five two-horse wagons, and, in all, 110 horses and 
mules, for the baggage train, were expected to arrive from Savannah, at Picolata, St. Augustine, and 
Garey’ s Ferry. You better know than myself what means of land transportation were then expected 
from Charleston. I wish not less than two-fifths of those expected means of transportation to accompany 
the troops which are to join Brigadier General Clinch, and the wagons to be principally loaded with pro- 
visions for men. No company is to be allowed to bring with it hither more than three tents; and beyond 
this point it is not expected to take half so many. You will make a similar calculation for your march 
from Volusia, and reduce the ration of hard bread to the old allowance (twelve ounces.) ; 

About the 19th instant I wish Wharton’s United States dragoons, and one company (only) of Georgia 
mounted men, to be put in route for Fort Drane. . Means of transportation being furnished for those com- 
panies, Major Cooper’s battalion of Georgia foot will be next supplied, and put in march. Each detach- 
ment must bring with it extra subsistence for at least. six days—taking emough for the march to this 
place on each horse or each inan. 

All the remaining wagons that can be spared, say from four to ten, I wish to be loaded, according 
to instructions left with Lieutenants Dusenbury and Searight. One of the wagons must be loaded with 
musket cartridges and some rifle powder. 

If you should leave St. Augustine or Picolata before those several objects have been attended to, 
give the necessary instructions (to carry out my views) to the proper officers at St. Augustine, Picolata, 
and Garey’s Ferry. The route from the latter place to Fort Drane is rather less bad than that from Pico- 
lata. No escort is deemed necessary, except to aid the wagons in getting over the bad places in the 
route. 
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I left you an ammunition wagon in the place of the one brought with me hither. 
If anything material should occur, (and nothing is expected,) I shall write to you hence to Volusia, 


via Picolata. 
Wishing you success in your movements, and confident that, if it be possible, you will command 


success, I remain, with great respect, your most obedient servant, 
WINFIELD SCOTT. 
Brigadier General Eustis, Commanding left wing. 
P. S.—Cause the troops to march here to be supplied with haversacks for subsistence for men, and 
cornsacks to be used in bringing forage on horseback. Order any remaining haversacks in wagons to 
this place. w.o, 





No. S81. 


[Duplicate. ] 
Vorr Drang, March 18, 1836. 


Sm: The plan of campaign against the Florida Indians is now sufficiently matured to enable General 
Scott to set in motion the right aud left wings of the army under his command. The former, under the 
command of General Clinch, is now concentrating at Fort Drane, and will take up its line of march so as 
to be in position in advance of the Withlacoochee, or Amaxura river, at or near the late battle-ground, 
by the 25th of March. The left wing, led by General Eustis, and now on its advance to Volusia, on the 
St. John’s river, will move from that point so as to be in position at or near Pelaklikaha, by the above 
date. With the force you will bring from Alabama, united with Lieutenant Colonel Call’s battalion of 
Floridians, now at the Bay of Tampa, it is expected you will be able to move one thousand strong, so that 
the centre may be prepared to co-operate at the above date with the right and left wings of the army, in 
its position at or near Chickuchatty. As there is no want of subsistence, or the means of transportation, 
at the Bay of Tampa, it is confidently calculated that you will be able to march within the time designated. 
The route of your march you will select with discretion, having constantly in view the main object of the 
movement confided to your judgment—that of preventing the escape of the enemy, or of tts retreat towards 
the Everglades, or supposed hiding-places of the savages in the thickets or jungles of the south. The 
Tampa road, to Fort King, may probably be the best route you can select until you have crossed the 
Hillsborough river, and have advanced to a point east of Chickuchatty, when you will move west upon 
that village. You will, on your march, keep a vigilant eye for Indian signs, and pursue any trail which 
may indicate the embodying of a sufficient savage force worthy of your attention. As svon as in position 
at or near the Chickuchatty village, which, it is hoped, you will accomplish by the 25th of the month, you 
will fire, at 10 o’clock of each morning, a single gun, from a field-piece, until responded to from either the 
right or left wing of the army, when you may advance upon the lower Withlacoochee, keeping south 
of that stream, and so extending to the right as to be able to communicate with General Eustis, on 
the advance from Pelaklikaha, should he find it advisable and practicable to extend to the left; 
and thus, by a combined and judicious co-cperation of the three portions of the army, enclose the 
Seminoles in their stronghold in the cove, or big swamp of the Withlacoochee. It may be necessary, 
while in position at Chickuchatty, to examine carefully the hammocks near that village, and on 
your march to reconnoitre and even explore the big hammock, near which you will necessarily pass, 
and which has been represented as one of the strongholds of the Indians, to which they may possibly 
first retreat, should their present position on the Withlacoochee be found untenable with Clinch 
in their front and Eustis on their flanks. It is not improbable that, should the Seminoles take the alarm 
on the advance of the right and left wings of the army and retreat south, they may pass between the 
column commanded by you and that of the left under Eustis before either of you have approached 
sufficiently near to admit of such flank extensions as to prevent it. In this event they may pass to Pease 
creek, and, by the boats said to be on that river and the facilities of its navigation, pass to Charlotte 
harbor, and from thence, by Charlotte and the Coolosohatchey rivers, to the Everglades. To prevent this 
it would be advisable, on your march to Tampa, to despatch the revenue cutters on that station, with 
such boats as the navy can afford, to Charlctte harbor, with orders to take such position on those waters, 
and so blockade the rivers of that section of country as to cut off most effectually all retreat to or com- 
munication with the glades of the south. 

In the General Order of the 22d of February you are assigned to the command of the centre of the 
Florida army, and this designation of your command is preserved in this communication, though you will 
readily perceive, in the movements now directed, you occupy the left, and, consequently, will operate on 
the left until, by a union of the whole force, you assume your original assigned position in the centre. 


Respectfully, your obedient servant, 
JAMES GADSDEN. 


Colonel Gadsden is in my staff. 


WINFIELD SCOTT. 
The Indian who delivers you this will receive from you a recompense of fifty dollars, as per 


agreement. 
JAMES GADSDEN. 
Colonel Wm. Linpsay, Commanding left wing, &c. 


ORDER No. 13. 


Heapqvarters Army oF FLoripa, Fort Drane, March 14, 1836. 
General Thomas Woodward, of Macon county, Alabama, is authorized, aided by Majors J. H. Watson 
and W. B. Flournoy, to accept the services of any five hundred Creek warriors, to be employed as auxilia- 
ries in the present war against the Seminole Indians. Should General Woodward decline taking the 
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command of these friendly Indians, Major Watson, assisted by Major Flournoy, will take the command 
of them. 

The United States agents in the Creek nation will give every facility in raising and despatching the 
auxiliary force mentioned above. ‘The force will proceed by water from the Creek country to Tampa 
Bay, where, on its arrival, it will be reported to any general or colonel who may be in command in that 
quarter. 

Commissions, of course, cannot be granted to the gentlemen who may be employed with this force, 
but the commander will be considered as having the rank of lieutenant colonel, the next officer the rank 
of major, and the third that of captain. Should more officers be requisite, one or two lieutenants will be 
recognized; but this will be a subject for future determination. 

WINFIELD SCOTT. 





No. 83. 
War Department, Washington, January 21, 1836. 


Sm: Major General Scott has been directed to assume the general direction of operations in Florida. 
Recent intelligence has led to the belief that the Creeks have actively joined, or intend to join, the Semi- 
nole Indians in their hostilities. Should such prove to be the case, General Scott has orders to reduce 
the Creek Indians, as well as the Seminoles, to unconditional submission. In this event you will please 
to report yourself to him, and communicate to him all the instructions and information in your possession 
respecting the views of the government on the subject of the removal of the Creek Indians. You will 
also carry into effect such instructions on this matter as he may give you. 

Very respectfully, your most obedient servant, 
LEWIS CASS. 


Colonel Jno. B. Hocan, Columbus, Georgia. 





No. 84. 
Fort Mitcnett, Creek Agency, February 1, 1836. 


My Dear Generat: I have this day received a letter from the honorable the Secretary of War, of 
which the enclosed is a copy, from which I have learned that you are again in the field, and that the im- 
portant duty of subduing the Seminoles has been assigned to you, and that I am ordered to report myself 
to you, and receive and carry into effect such instructions as you may give me. Now, this is all news to 
me, and is perfect Hebrew, unless the department meant, in a modest way, to say to me, take a thousand 
of your Creek Indians and repair to Florida and aid General Scott to subdue these rascally Seminoles. 
If this was their view, why not say so at once, and you should in a very short time have me again along 
side of you tugging at the old oar. I have no doubt but that I could in ten days raise you 1,000 warriors, 
and be on the march to join your army, and in as many more days be with you; all that is necessary is 
an order to that effect. But the Secretary seems to think the Creek Indians are hostile; this is not the fact, 
although some little skirmishing has taken place on the Georgia side of the river, and some few lives have 
been lost on both sides; but a peace has been effected here to-day between two militia general officers from 
Georgia and the chiefs, and an agreement has been signed by all the chiefs present. I was fifty miles 
below here night before last, and hearing of these murders I came up yesterday, and to-day effected this 
peace, which | hope and trust will last at least until we can get them out of the country. I am using 
every exertion to effect this object, and have no doubt but I shall be successful, in a measure, in the 
course of this spring. A report is going the rounds of the public papers that a large body of the Creeks 
have joined the Seminoles; this you may rely on is incorrect. I have recently visited all the lower 
towns, and there is none of their people absent; and you may rely upon it that, including all the strag- 
glers that may have joined the Seminoles during the last summer, they cannot exceed one hundred in all; 
but I am told that they are reinforced by a number of runaway negroes, who are decidedly the most 
active, keen, and intelligent fellows among them. Whatever their strength was before this war, their 
reinforcements cannot exceed three or four hundred, of every description. 

In relation to the Creeks, there would be no difficulty in procuring their services or in depending on 
them after they were procured. Whether, under existing circumstances, the government would be willing 
to employ them against the Seminoles is more than I can say; but if they should there would be no 
difficulty in procuring as many as you might choose to muster into service. 

I have the honor to remain your friend and humble servant, 
JNO. B. HOGAN, Superintendent Creek Removal. 

Major General W. Scorr, Commanding in Florida. 





No. 85. 
War Department, April 12, 1836. 


Sir: I enclose herewith an extract of a letter received from Colonel Hogan, together with a copy of 


one this day addressed to him. 
As my views are fully expressed in the letter to Colonel Hogan, I need not trouble you with a 


repetition of them. 


Very respectfully, your most obedient servant, 
LEWIS CASS. 


Major General Scorr, Fort King, Florida. 
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No. 86. 


Extract of a letter from John B. Hogan to the Secretary of War, dated 
TuskeGEEr, March 28, 1836. 


Sir: At this council Mr. John H. Watson, the same young man who commenced all the late disturb- 
ances at Columbus, by attacking a party of Creeks below Fort Mitchell, in which affair two white men 
were killed—this Mr. Watson came on the ground with a piece of paper purporting to be a copy of an 
order recently issued by Major General Scott, authorizing General Woodward, of this place, who is one 
of the new batch of emigrating contractors, to accept the services of any five hundred Creek Indians, as 
volunteers. General Woodward declined making any efforts to raise volunteers, by stating that it was a 
well-known fact that he had no influence with the Indians, but if they were raised, and no better man 
could be found, he would go with them; but, as far as I could understand his open declarations, he 
appeared to disapprove altogether of the project, as it was his opinion that it would retard the emigration. 
Mr. Watson, who appears to be a wild, rash, inconsiderate young man, insisted that I was bound to raise 
the warriors. I referred him to Captain Page, as a military officer, and who was acting as superintendent, 
but he seemed to think that a word or two frum me would induce the chiefs to jump at the offer. In the 
meantime I consulted Captain Page, who was decidedly opposed to sending Indians under the orders of 
such a man, and, indeed, seemed to disapprove of it. I also consulted with Opothleholo, who said he did 
not want his people to engage in any such war at present; that he was anxious to get off for the west; 
but if the Secretary of War wanted his people to go, he did not wish them to go with men he did not 
know, and of course had no confidence in. Other chiefs told me the same thing. Mr. Watson continued 
to follow me about, and insisting that I must get him Indians to go; and at last he became rude and 
offensive. I then cut him short by telling him that if he had any communications to make me to do it in 
writing, and I would in the same manner reply. I also consulted the emigrating contractors, who I had 
reason to think were pushing on Watson, and asked them if the Indian warriors were raised if they 
would give me, from under their hands, a reliquishment of any claim they might hereafter choose to prefer 
for damages on account of those Indians being carried to Florida,- They said they would not give any 
relinquishment, but the Indians might go if the War Department required their services. 

Whatever inclination I might have to obey General Scott’s orders—and certainly there is no officer 
I have ever served under that I more highly love and respect, and whose orders at all times afforded me 
more pleasure to obey—yet, in the present instance, I have deemed it most prudent to refer the whole 
matter to you. “ I can easily perceive General Scott’s situation when he gave that order to those young 
men, Watson and Flournoy, who visited him at Picolata, and no doubt made a display of their patriotism 
and popularity among the Creeks, and urged the general to give them an order to bring into the field 
five hundred Indians. The general seeing but one side, and being pleased with their spirit, gave the 
order; you will see, too, that the order, (a copy of which I herewith enclose,) does not embrace an order 
on the commissariat or quartermaster gencral’s department for subsistence and transportation, or on the 
ordnance department for arms, or their being mustered into the service of the United States, nor was it 
personally addressed to Captain Page or myself; nor would Mr. Watson vouch that it was a correct copy 
of General Scott’s order, as he said he wrote it from memory. If it is desirable to have the five hundred 
Creek warriors engage in this war, I have but little doubt they can be obtained if proper persons are 
sent to command them, but J] do not think that either Mr. Watson or Mr. Flournoy are the right sort 
of persons to be charged with such a command. I have no doubt of the bravery of either, but I should 
think that they lack the other requisites of a commander, viz: prudence, temper, caution, and experience. 
If, however, you wish the order complied with, it shall be attempted and enforced as far as my influence 
will go. In my first communication to General Scott I made a tender of my services, should he require 
Indians in this campaign; not having heard from him, I presume the department would not sanction the 
employment of them, and thought no more on the subject. If, however, I am mistaken, I again tender 
my services to go as commander of such a body as the department may order, <A matter of that sort is 
much more to my taste than the duties now assigned me. 

I have the honor to remain your obedient servant, 
JNO. B. HOGAN. 





Hon. Lewis Cass. 


No. 87. 
War Department, April 12, 1836. 


Sir: I have just received your letter of the 28th ultimo. 
With respect to the employment of the Creek Indians under the orders of General Scott, I am 


unwilling to give you any definite instructions. I would rather that the campaign should be brought to 
a successful termination without the aid of the Creek Indians. Still, if from the nature of the operations 
this cannot be done without sacrificing our own troops to the unhealthfulness of the climate in the sickly 
season of the year, the department will consent to have a corps of these Indians raised, if they are willing 
to be so employed. But the time which has intervened since the authority given by General Scott on 
this subject, and the great changes which may have occurred in the state of things in Florida, render it 
inexpedient to give directions here to have any measures taken. I think it is best that you should 
explain to the Creeks the views of General Scott in relation to the employment of these young men, and 
request them to have in readiness the force which he required to be called out, should General Scott 
again renew the requisition. In the meantime I shall communicate these views to General Scott, and 


refer to his own discretion the course which shall be taken. 
I have to request your zealous co-operation in whatever measures General Scott may think 


necessary. 
Very respectfully, your most obedient servant, 
LEWIS CASS. 


Colonel J. B. Hocan, Columbus, Georgia. 














MILITARY COURTS OF INQUIRY. 261 





No. 88. 


TatuanassEE, Florida, March 7, 1836. 


Dear Sir: Major Flournoy and Mr. Watson, of Columbus, Georgia, who will hand you this letter, have 
applied to me to receive into the service two hundred Indians that they have conditionally engaged. It is 
a matter over which I have no authority, and accordingly have referred them to you. If, as I presume will 
be the case, the Indians shail betake themselves to hammocks and swamps, and seek for safety there, 
those Indians may prove highly serviceable in discovering their retreat; besides, as in war times neigh- 
boring tribes are not disposed to be inactive, they may join the enemy if you refuse to take them into 
your service. I should think, therefore, it would be most advisable to authorize those gentlemen to bring 
them to Tampa. The Chattahoochee river being now in fine order, they could very soon be transported 
in a steamboat to Tampa Bay. 

I have no news either from the army or elsewhere. Our difference with France is adjusted without 
war and without apology. 

In this Territory horses, nor supplies for them, could be procured; accordingly one-half, say three 
hundred, were sent to Tampa Bay, under Major Read. About two hundred are, or soon will be, on the 
frontier about the Suwanee, to guard against those marauding straying parties that may attempt any 
mischief there. 

With great respect, 
J. H. EATON, 
General Winrle.p Scorr. 


Nos. 89 and 90. 


Heapquarters Rient Wine Fiona Army, Fort Drane, March 138, 1836. 


Sir: I have the honor to enclose you a letter from General Call, and to introduce to your polite 
attention, Major Watson and Major Flournoy, of Georgia. These gentlemen come to me highly recom- 
mended I am decidedly in favor of the plan proposed by Major Watson. 

I am, with high respect, your most obedient servant, 


D. L. CLINCH, Brigadier General United States Army. 
Major General Scorr. 


No. 91. 
ORDERS No. 14. 


Heapquarters Army oF Fiorina, Fort Drane, March 14, 1836. 


In this vicinity, in the march from Volusia and the march from Tampa Bay, the ration of hard bread 
will be reduced to the old allowance of twelve ounces, and the ration of flour to fourteen ounces. 

This allowance of bread or flour, if used with economy, will be found sufficient, and without care and 
economy double the quantity might not suffice. 

The commanding general will be most happy to extend the allowance the moment that our means of 
transportation shall permit. In the meantime the reduction is indispensable, to enable the three columns 
from Fort Drane, Volusia, and Tampa Bay to execute the marches which are soon to be attempted. All 
good soldiers will, no doubt, cheerfully submit to a regulation founded on the necessities of the service. 

Colonel Gadsden, quartermaster general of Florida, is attached to general headquarters. All orders 
communicated by him in the name of the general-in-chief of this army will be duly obeyed. 


By command of Major General Scott. 
A. VAN BUREN, Aide-de-Camp, Acting Assistant Adjutant General. 





No. 92. 
ORDERS No. 15. 


Heapquarrers Army oF Fiorina, Fort Drane, March 16, 1836. 


All the troops destined to reinforce the right wing left on the St. John’s river on the 10th instant, 
or which, after that date, may have arrived in the vicinity of Picolata or Garey’s Ferry, will march for 
Fort Drane as soon as they can be respectively supplied with the necessary means of transportation, but 
not earlier than the 19th instant. It will be sufficient if the several detachments arrive here on the 23d 
of this month. 

As cavalry or mounted tnen are most needed by the right wing, the detachment of United States 
dragoons will be first supplied with the means of transportation; next, any company of Georgia mounted 
volunteers that may have arrived at Garey’s Ferry; and thirdly, the remainder of Major Cooper’s Georgia 
battalion. 

Should there be more than one company of Georgia mounted volunteers at Garey’s Ferry, two may 
be put in march for this place, if it can be done by the 22d instant. All other companies or detachments 
will remain at that depot until further orders. 

No company or detachment whatever will be put in march for Fort Drane without the means of 
bringing with it to this place six days’ subsistence for men, over and above the consumption on the 
march, 
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This order will be communicated by Lieutenants Dusenbury and Searight to the troops near them 
respectively, and rigorously carried into execution. 
On every man and horse subsistence will be taken for each sufficient, at least, for the march to Fort 
Drane; and not more than three tents will be allowed to a company. 
By command of Major General Scott. 
A. VAN BUREN, Aide-de-Camp, Acting Assistant Adjutant General. 





Fort Drang, March 16, 1836. 


Sir: As the period approaches for the advance of the various wings of the Florida army to their 
previously assigned positions in the campaign, and more minute and accurate topographical information 
of the probable seat of war is acquired, it has been deemed necessary by the general-in-chief to commu- 
nicate the contemplated operations more in detail to the commandants of the different portions of the 
army, so as to insure that co-operation essential to a speedy and successful result. Measures have been 
sufficiently matured on the right to enable General Clinch to move on his assigned position—in advance 
of the late battle ground on the Withlacoochee—by the 24th instant; he will reach it on the 26th, and be 
prepared to cross the river and drive the enemy from his concealment in the cove or swamp of the With- 
lacoochee on the 27th or 28th of the month. It is confidently expected that the left wing, under your 
command, though now acting in the centre, and the centre, under the command of Colonel Lindsay, thrown 
upon the left, will be able to move in time, so as to be in the respective positions assigned them at Pelak- 
likaha and Chickuchatty by the 25th of the month. The position of Pelaklikaha was deemed important, 
not merely from its topographical relations to the probable seat of war—on the waters of the Withlacoo- 
chee—but as the residence of Micanopy, the head chief of the Seminoles, and his negro population. 
Micanopy formerly resided at Ocahumpky; but this place has long since been abandoned, and Pelaklikaha 
is now the joint place of residence of the chief and his slaves. From the last advice he was at home, 
not anticipating, probably, a movement from the quarter in which your command is now concentrating. 
You will perceive, therefore, the importance, as you approach the Ocklawaha, of your making a rapid 
movement in advance, if only with your mounted men and light troops, so as to surprise, annihilate, or 
capture Micanopy and his negro allies. If successful, it would be striking an important and most effectual 
blow on the enemy. Pelaklikaha is about fifteen miles from the upper crossing on the Ocklawaha; it may 
probably be eighteen or twenty, but cannot possibly exceed the latter distance. On your reaching Pelak- 
likaha, the commanding general, on reconsideration, deems it advisable that you advance your position 
west to the main road from the Bay of Tampa to Fort King, at or near the fatal battle ground of Dade 
and his party. The distance from Pelaklikaha is about five or six miles, and at this point you will fire 
the signal at the hour, each day, directed in a previous communication, until responded to from the 
other wings of the army, when you will be prepared to advance to that junction, which will close, it is 
hoped, the war. 

On your reaching the road, you will not be more than twenty-five miles from where Lindsay will 
probably leave it in his march upon Chickuchatty. It will be advisable, therefore, that you push your 
reconnvitring parties or mounted men in that direction, to ascertain whether the enemy in any force have 
retreated by or across that route, and to intercept or pursue them if practicable. You will hold steadily 
in view that, as the object of the combined movement of the army in three divisions from three different 
points, all converging to a common centre—the supposed stronghold of the enemy—is to enclose, beat, 
and destroy him in that stronghold, so it is all-important to prevent his retreat and force him to action. 
It is not probable that a retreat will be attempted by any other route from the cove or Withlacoochee 
swamp (should the enemy be found there) but eastwardly on Pelaklikaha, by the trail between the Big 
and Little Withlacoochees, which would throw him in your face; or by the Chickuchatty trail and Big 
Hammock, which will bring him in contact with Lindsay; or by a route intermediate between your 
two respective columns. You will therefore perceive the necessity of vigilance, and such extension to 
the right and left as will enclose or shut up these avenues, and accomplish in the shortest time the objects 
of this campaign. As the relative positions of the columns under the command of Colonel Lindsay and 
yourself will not exceed in distance forty miles—a distance which, as you advance upon the cove, will 
be gradually shortened—it is thought such extension may be made, and such communication preserved 
between your respective commands, as to prevent all retreat, or, at all events, to so watch the movements 
of the enemy as to gain the earliest intelligence of his retreat, and to insure the speediest and most 
effectual pursuit upon his trail. Should the enemy effect escape between your columns, and a pursuit be 
deemed advisable, it is expected that the earliest intelligence of the fact will be communicated to head- 
quarters, and that no opportunity be lost of communicating as often as practicable with the general-in- 
chief, now with the right wing, as well as with Colonel Lindsay, operating on your left. 

Arrangements have been made to procure, if practicable, a steamboat better adapted to the naviga- 
tion of the St. John’s than the Santee; but should the quartermaster fail in this respect, the Santee will 
be kept in the public service, so as to insure a supply of provisions, &c., at your main depot on the St. 
John’s, even at the additional labor of lighting her over the bar of the lake. It is the wish of the com- 
manding general that you will detain the boat at Volusia on her last trip previous to your departure, so 
that you may communicate to him by expresses the movements of the rear of your column on the march 
to its position in advance of the Ocklawaha. It is not improbable that after you are in motion the 
commanding general will be able to communicate with you by express direct; and it is thought probable 
that you may have it equally in your power, by some Indian runner, to keep the general advised direct 
of your march, If so, it is expected that you will embrace every opportunity of doing so. For your 
better information I add some distances, which may be important in shedding some additional light on 
the topographical features of the country—the seat of war—and of exhibiting the relative distances of 
the respective columns of the army when in their assigned positions: 

Distance from Fort Drane to position in advance of the Withlacoochee, from 30 to 35 miles, in SW. 
or W.SW. direction; from Fort Drane to Fort King, 25 miles, southeasterly direction; from Fort King 
to Pelaklikaha, 40 miles, southwardly; from Fort King to Dade’s battle ground, on main Tampa road, 35 
to 40 miles; from battle ground to Little Withlacvochee, from 7 to 10 miles; from Little Withlacoochee 
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to Big Withlacoochee, 7 miles; to Elochuctu, where probably Lindsay will leave the main road on his 
march to Chickuchatty, 13 miles; to the Hillsborough, 10 miles; to Tampa, 23 miles. Both of the With- 
lacoochees, as well as the Hillsborough, were bridged formerly. Those over the former stream have been 
destroyed, but the fords were passable by the last information received. The bridge across the Hills- 
borough had been injured, but will probably be repaired by Lindsay. Those over the Withlacoochees, 
should you be detained in that quarter and it be found practicable without too much labor, it may be 
important to restore to their former condition. 

By order of Major General Scott. 

JAMES GADSDEN. 
Brigadier General Eustis, Commanding left wing of the Army of Florida. 





No. 94. 


Heapquarters Army oF Froripa, Fort Drane, March 20, 1836. 


Sm: For the information of the Secretary of War and the general-in-chief, I addressed you a hasty 
note on the 14th. Nothing material has since occurred, This wing is waiting to give time for Brigadier 
General Eustis and Colonel Lindsay to gain their respective positions, Pelaklikaha and Chickuchatty; for 
the arrival of the wagons sent hence to Garey’s Ferry for subsistence, the last of which may be expected 
by the 24th, with (it is hoped) some additional teams from Savannah, and for the troops from New 
Orleans to recruit their strength. All these objects I have good reason to hope will be accomplished by 
the 26th or 27th instant, although I have not had a line from Colonel Lindsay later than his letter dated 
at Mobile, the 13th ultimo. In the meantime it is confidently believed that the great body of the enemy 
remains in the swamp or cove of the Withlacoochee, about the junction of its three branches, say thirty- 
five miles from this place. I send a topographical sketch of that vicinity, made by my aide, Lieutenant 
Johnston, from information received here and principally from Colonel Gadsden, the quartermaster general 
of Florida, whom I have taken into the service of the United States, and my staff, with that rank His 
minute knowledge of the country and the hostile Indians, together with his general military intelligence, 
render him a valuable acquisition. [ also expect to derive much valuable assistance from Colonel Fitz- 
patrick, the president of the territorial legislative council, particularly if the war should be carried into 
the lower part of the peninsula, with which he is perhaps better acquainted than any other individual in 
the Territory. He is with me and is well disposed to render himself generally useful. 

You will receive with this copies of several orders. No. 13 was supposed to be necessary in order 
to be provided with the best kind of means to ferret out of the swamps and other hiding places, small 
parties of the enemy which may be expected to remain out after the great body of the nation shall be 
subdued. General Woodward and Majors Watson and Flournoy, mentioned in that order, are strongly 
recommended to me as suitable persons to direct the detachment of 500 Creek warriors. I trust that this 
step on my part may meet the approbation of the War Department. It seemed to me to be dictated by a 
wise discretion, and it will, probably, by abridging time, save many valuable lives from the effects of the 
summer climate of the lower country. 

The order limiting the ration of bread or flour is the direct result of the want of sufficient means of 
transportation, and we shall probably be obliged to move hence on the 24th or 25th instant, with less 
than eighteen days’ subsistence for this wing, which will consist of about 1,7C0 fighting men. No mur- 
mur has been uttered in consequence of that reduction in the ration. All are disposed to make any 
sacrifice which the good of the service shall demand. 

I have discharged many individuals of the volunteer corps for special reasons, generally on account 
of disability. Brevet Major Mountford, who had injured a foot, has been permitted to retire. The case 
of Lieutenant Colonel Twiggs requires a more particular notice. He was ne‘ther sick nor wounded. In 
the presence of Brigadier General Clinch, he demanded whether, if in the course of the campaign, one or 
more companies of any other corps should be adjoined to, or momentarily attached with the 4th infantry, 
under his command, brevet rank would take effect on such junction or detachment? I replied in the 
affirmative. He then said that there was some order or regulation which explained or differently con- 
strued the 61st article of war. My ready answer was, that I knew of no order or regulation that was 
incompatible with that article, and that if one were produced, conflicting with its plain meaning and 
import, I should deny its power to repeal an act of Congress. Lieutenant Colonel Twiggs added that he 
knew such would be my course, and that he would ask leave to retire to his post, (New Orleans,) as he 
was unwilling to be commanded by any brevet lieutenant colonel whatever, no matter what the circum- 
stances. I expressed my unwillingness to lose his services, and said, as far as practicable, I would 
endeavor to respect his feelings; yet, if he chose to do so, to make his application in form to the com- 
mander of the wing, (then present,) and that he should be indulged. Contrary to my expectation, I 
must confess, that application was made, and the lieutenant colonel was off in an hour, via Georgia, and 
I should not be surprised to learn that he takes Washington also in his route to New Orleans. As this 
individual is generally believed to rely as much on his political as his military standing, to carry his par- 
ticular objects, and as he had not got many miles on his route before he began to utter complaints against 
the general headquarters of this army, I have gone into a detail of the circumstances of his departure, 
and have to add another particular: Before Major General Gaines turned over the immediate command of 
the troops then on the Withlacoochee to Brigadier General Clinch, Lieutenant Colonel Twiggs took care 
to obtain from the former an order for New Orleans, to go via I know not what States and cities. Of 
this order I heard not a syllable till after the departure of the lieutenant colonel; it was kept a profound 
secret from me, and I am now morally certain that the point presented to me about rank was but a pre- 
text. Iam, however, content that he is gone; the command of the 4th infantry has devolved on an 
officer at least his equal. 

The two officers present who, by the seniority of their brevets, might, in particular cases, have com- 
manded Lieutenant Colonel Twiggs momentarily, are Lieutenant Colonels Bankhead and Foster. The 
latter is now the commander of the 4th infantry, aided by brevet Major Wilson, on duty as major. 

As I am about to plunge deeper into this peninsula, and further from the government, there is 
another clamor which, as I learn, is now swelling its peals against me in the rear. 
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It may be remembered that I reported two companies of Georgia mounted volunteers, with the excep 
tion of a fragment of one of them, as having refused to be mustered into the service of the United States, 
that is, as having refused to place themselves under the rules and articles of war. The first was commanded 
by the patriotic and intelligent Captain Kenan, and the second by Captain Allen. I saw neither of those 
companies; but both were amply provided for by the governor of Georgia to the St. Mary’s river, and there 
and at Jacksonville cach found subsistence for men and horses, which I had caused to be deposited in 
advance for all the Georgia and South Carolina mounted men. Captain Allen I saw for less than a 
minute after, as he informed me, his company had refused to serve. As he assured me that he had used 
his best exertions to change the determination of his men, I expressed the sympathy I felt in his patriotic 
chagrin; and said that a company might, perhaps, be formed out of the well-disposed men of the two 
companies, and had my attention called off by the many instructions to be given to persons on board of 
a steamer then in the act of leaving the wharf, where the momentary interview took place. He added 
something about volunteering as a private, to which I replied, that that was not at all necessary to the 
vindication of his honor. A few minutes afterwards I turned round to say more to the same effect to the 
captain, but he had disappeared, and I saw and heard not another word of him, till I heard of his clamors 
against me at Jacksonville. This is the man whose patriotic exertions to induce his men to do their duty 
I reported both to the War Department and the governor of Georgia! That report was founded solely 
on his word, and I had soon an opportunity of learning, from the gallant Georgians who remained, that 
he was as ready to desert as either of his men. His example, however, had no effect on the patriotic 
companies of Douglass, Malone, and Sweeny, of the same battalion; and, what is infinitely to its credit, 
none of the fine company of Captain Nelson, of the second battalion of mounted men, from the same 
State. This company marched with me from Garey’s Ferry, having treated with contempt the falsehoods 
of Captain Allen and the other deserters, whom it passed on the other side of Jacksonville. But it may 
be doubted whether the four other companies of Captain Nelson’s battalion, a few days behind him, have 
been found equally determined. They had not arrived at Jacksonville on the 15th instant, and, according 
to a letter just received from Governor Schley, they ought to have been there by the 13th. 

Whether the falsehoods of deserters will be credited against me by the government or the patriotic 
State of Georgia, I know not. The gallant men of the same State who are in Florida cannot be heard 
till the war is over. With these I am more than satisfied, and in their keeping I am confident that the 
honor of Georgia and the Union will be upheld. 

Major Cooper and four companies of his battalion will, I am afraid, be compelled to remain on the 
St. John’s longer than I could wish, for the want of the means of transportation. One company is here, 
(Meriweather’s,) having escorted the wagon train that left the St. John’s on the 6th instant. The 
remainder of the battalion is, I learn, exceedingly discontented at not being among the foremost troops 
in battle. The unexpected arrival of the troops from New Orleans, and other causes, so frequently 
reported, as to the failure of the means of transportation, must be my apology. 

Captain Wharton, I have just learned, had not reached Jacksonville on the 15th. I have but little 
hope of his taking any part in the campaign, although it is yet possible that he may be up in time. His 
detachment is much needed by this wing, which has only four small companies of mounted men, making 
a total of about 215. 

Some wagons (six) and twelve horses arrived at Picolata from Savannah about the 12th instant, and 
a few horses as packs, with the last company of South Carolina mounted men, a little before. All those 
means of transportation were indispensable to the left wing. 

Brigadier General Eustis, in a letter just received, doubts whether he can reach Pelaklikaha earlier 
than the 27th or 28th. The movement of the right wing may or may not be delayed a few days accord- 
ingly. This will depend on a calculation of Lindsay’s movements and the amount of subsistence that 
may arrive by the 24th from below. The latter may be so small as not to allow of any delay here, as 
we must take enough to give the right wing time to beat the enemy and to march to Tampa Bay. With- 
out more wagons and horses from Savannah, we have no hope of accumulating at this place, beyond the 
current consumption, more subsistence than we shall have on the 24th. Those calculations I shall rigor- 
ously make the moment Ive despatched the express now in waiting. 

The right wing will take with it, on ox wagons, two good boats, just constructed, for passing the 
Withlacoochee. Nobody here doubts that the enemy will be driven by this wing. 

I have the honor to be, with respect, your most obedient servant, 
WINFIELD SCOTT. 


Brigadier General Jones, Adjutant General U. S. Army. 


No. 95. 


Heapgvarters Army or Fiorina, Fort Drane, March 20, 1836. 


Sir: We have good hopes that our wagons will be back here by the 23d or 24th instant, with sub- 
sistence enough to warrant a movement on the part of Brigadier General Clinch the moment they do 
arrive. This prompt movement will be indispensable for two reasons: Ist. Colonel Lindsay will, in all 
probability, be in advance of Chickuchatty by the 26th, and if Clinch be not on the Withlacoochee by 
the 25th the whole of the Indians might fall upon Lindsay. 2d. With his means of transportation, 
Clinch cannot expect to increase his amount of subsistence after the 24th instant, and it is indispensable 
that he should take enough to last him to Tampa Bay or Volusia, allowing time to beat the enemy on the 
way. 
If you cannot reach Pelaklikaha by the 25th it may suffice if you are there by the 27th. The dis- 
tance to that place from Volusia is not greater than was represented by Colonel Gadsden in his letter of 
the 16th instant. 

Brigadier General Clinch is confident that Captain Drane can know nothing of the country southwest 
of Volusia, except from hearsay. He is accordingly ordered to his company. 

Why did you not take Captain Dimmock’s company with you? With it you would have five, inde- 

pendent of Merchant’s, left at Picolata. 
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I reckon upon your being in force at Pelaklikaha by the 27th at the latest. The dry weather for the 
last ten days must have allowed the streams to subside, and, I hope, has favored the recovery of the 
troops from the measles. The sick and wounded in this wing are numerous. 

Not doubting that we shall soon meet, after a decisive success, I remain, &c., 

WINFIELD SCOTT. 


Brigadier General Eustis, U. 8. Army, Commanding left wing, é&c. 


P. 5.—There is good reason to hope that you will find cattle west of Volusia, and towards the With- 
lacoochee perhaps some corn and rice. 
W. §. 


No. 96. 


Wfeapquarters Army or Frioripa, Fort Drane, March 23, 1836. 

Sm: Your inability, duly certified, to perform the active duties of the field, has induced me to order 
you to Fort Marion or St. Augustine. But it is not my intention to limit your duties to the latter place. 
You can render important services also at Picolata and Garey’s Ferry. Accordingly you will frequently 
visit the two places last mentioned, and regulate everything at both as the good of the service may 
require. 

Picolata is the principal depot for the army in Florida, and Garey’s Ferry the particular depot for 
the supply of this place and the right wing. The right wing, however, may soon, if successful, be 
expected to derive its supplies from Tampa Bay, and so may the left wing, which has moved by Volusia. 
Nevertheless, supplies will soon be needed here for the troops which will be left in the vicinity, and pos- 
sibly to meet the case of the right wing being forced back upon Fort Drane or King. 

If the campaign be successful, in a few weeks the troops of the right and left wings may be expected 
to pass Volusia on their return to the north or their private homes; besides the greater part of the regu- 
lars, all the South Carolinians and Georgians will take that route. Supplies of subsistence and means of 
transportation will be wanted at that place according to their numbers, excepting means of transportation 
for the mounted men. The latter I shall probably order to march via Volusia, St. Augustine, and Jack- 
sonville. A hospital tent and medicines and hospital stores will be greatly needed at Volusia. All those 
objects you will cause to be in readiness as soon as you shall learn that the campaign has been terminated. 

Without further instructions you need not put in march any company or detachment of troops which 
may now be in the neighborhood of Picolata or Garey’s Ferry, or which may arrive at either place after 
the date of this letter. Should any company (and three may be expected) of Georgia mounted men be 
now at those places, or subsequently arrive, you will muster them into the service of the United States 
for ninety days, unless sooner discharged, and detain the company or companies until further instructions. 

In respect to the issues to be made to the distressed inhabitants of Florida, you will be governed by 
the printed instructions, signed by the Secretary of War, until further orders. 

In the hands of Lieutenants Dusenbury and Searight you will find my instructions on the subject of 
discharged or disabled volunteers. Please cause those instructions to be executed. 

Of course, any orders that may reach you from the Brigadiers General Clinch or Eustis will be com- 
plied with. 

Wishing you a restoration to health, I remain, with great respect, your most obedient servant, 

WINFIELD SCOTT. 

Lieutenant Colonel Crane, 2d Regiment Artillery, Fort Drane. 


No. 97. 
Heapquarters Army or Frorwwa, Fort Drane, March 25, 1836. 


Sir: I am instracted by Major General Scott to inform you that the right wing of the army will move 
hence to-morrow. The enemy is supposed to be still in his late position on the Withlacoochee, about two 
marches from this. 

The copy of a letter from Brigadier General Eustis, reporting a skirmish between the advance guard 
of his column and a small body of Indians, I have the honor to enclose; also, a return of the troops under 
the command of Brigadier General Clinch, to which are to be added four companies of Georgia foot, 
amounting to near 220 men. About that number of invalids will be left as a garrison for this post. 

A despatch, dated the 10th of this month, has been received from Colonel Lindsay, reporting his 
arrival at Tampa Bay on the 5th instant, and another, (both via Tallahassee,) dated the 12th, stating his 
design to march for Fort King, with a force of 750 Alabama volunteers, 300 Florida troops, under Lieu- 
tenant Colonel Call, and 50 warriors, (say) 1,120 men. No information, however, of any actual movement 
from Tampa, by Colonel Lindsay, has been received. 

Captain Wharton, with his detachment of dragoon recruits reached this the day before yesterday. I 
enclose, by direction of the general, the report of that officer, containing his reasons for the delay in his 
arrival here. Major General Scott’s remarks upon the report you will find indorsed thereon. 

I have the honor to be, sir, your most obedient servant, 
A. VAN BUREN, Aide-de-camp, Acting Assistant Adjutant General. 

Brigadier General R. Jones, Adjutant General U. S. Army. 


VUL, VII——34 e 
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No. 98. 


Heapgvarters Lert Wine Army oF Fiorina, Volusta, March 22, 1836. 


GexeraL: Owing to a misunderstanding of my orders on the part of Brigadier General Bull, a part of 
my force, viz: Colonel Butler, with four companies of mounted men, and Major Kirby, with two companies 
of artillery, have not yet reached this place. I, however, hope to see them to-morrow morning. I have 
been engaged to-day in crossing my advance guard and baggage train over the river. About an hour 
ago the guard (two companies) were attacked by a small party of Indians, (about 50,) and a brisk skir- 
mish ensued. The enemy was soon repulsed. Isent more men over the river, one company mounted, 
and all are now in pursuit. We have had six wounded brought in; none are yet reported killed; none 
but the wounded have yet returned from the chase; they report two or three Indians killed. I am obliged 
to send the Santee off for Picolata for more horses unmediately, that she may return to-morrow evening. 
I will report further by her next trip. 

The only guide on whom I ean in any degree depend (Ben Wiggins 
still I think I can reach Pelaklikaha by the 27th instant. 

I am, very respectfully, your humble servant, 


ABM. EUSTIS, Brigadier General United States Army. 


) is absent with Colonel Butler; 


Major General Scorr, Commanding, &c. 


P. S.—Our parties have returned from the pursuit unsuccessful; they have brought in three (senti- 
nels) who were shot dead on their posts, (all Brisbane’s.) With all the firing, I have no evidence that an 


Indian was killed 





No. 99. 
ORDERS No. 16. 


Ifkapquarters Army or Fiorina, Tampa Bay, April 6, 1836. 

All the sick and disabled of the army will be sent as soon as practicable to the general hospital at 
this place. 

Such of the invalids belonging to volunteer corps as are not likely to be fit for duty within their 
term of service will, on the certificate of the proper medical officers, be honorably discharged by the 
commanding officer of Fort Brooke as opportunities may offer to send them by water to a port the nearest 
to their homes. 

The quartermaster’s department will charge itself with furnishing the means of transportation, and 
consult the wishes of each individual as to the port of destination, so far as public economy may permit. 

Individuals left in hospital will be duly treated and subsisted after their term of service shall be out, 
and, when fit to be put on board of a vessel, supplied with rations to the place nearest to their homes, as 
in the case of other discharged men. 

Subsistence furnished to all discharged men will be duly noted on the respective discharges. 

By command of Major General Scott. 
JAMES GADSDEN, Quartermaster General. 


No. 100. 


Statement of hard bread received from Lieutenant P. Morrison, assistant commissary of subsistence at New 
Orleans. 


COLONEL TWIGGS’S REQUISITION FOR LOUISIANA MILITIA. 


1836.—February 10.—Invoice No. 1, 166 barrels, containing.............eeeeeeeeeeeeee 11, 890 Ibs. 


March 1.—Invoice No. 2, 118 barrels, containing............. Witttdin—axss. =e 
March 4—lInvoice No. 3, 26 barrels, containing....... ..... ceeeeeceeeeeees 1, 725 Ibs. 


March 10.—Invoice No. 4, 164 barrels, containing. ........ccscsecsecesesessece Il, 450 lbs. 
March 24.—Invoice No. 5, 126 barrels, containing.......... ‘iit. eee ae 


..ee- 48,198 lbs. 


Amount on hand April 8, 1836: 
| ee ee ee ee rT rr ery 


LT. 
1, 500 Ibs. 


12, 740 Ibs. 


ee ee a ee ee ere ee ee 
rs orn re re Seren er ee Terre eT eee Tere ‘ts 


Balance On Nand... .s..6606.<< cess 5 enter ares nk Meee et aie ee Saas 


21, 601 Ibs. 





GOUVERNEUR MORRIS, First Lieut., Assist. Com. of Subsistence. 
Fort Brooke, Florida, April 8, 1836. 
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No. 101. 
ORDERS No. 23. 


Hrapquarters Army or Fioripa, Tampa Bay, April 9, 1836. 


It is indispensable that another regular surgeon should be placed on duty in the general hospital at 
this place. One will be immediately detailed for the purpose from the right wing. 

Every regiment, battalion, or independent company, having sick in the general hospital, will, if it 
has not already been done, send attendants in proportion to the number of its sick. If there be more 
than twelve sick, two attendants will be supplied; if more than twenty-four, three attendants, and so on, 
allowing one attendant for every twelve sick men. 

The attendants on the sick, to be left when the troops march, need not be effectives in the ranks. 
Individuals laboring under slight accidents or disabilities, though unable to march, are the proper attend- 
ants on the sick. 

Every person in hospital below the rank of officer, whether sick or an attendant, is for the time being 
under the exclusive command and control of the medical officers. The latter are held responsible for the 
good order of the hospitals, as well as for the treatment and cure of the sick. 

When the different corps next march, all invalids of every rank must be left at this place. 

By command of Major General Scott. 





No. 102. 
ORDERS No. 26. 


Heapquarters Army oF Fiorina, Zampa Bay, April 10, 1836. 


The arms, accoutrements, ammunition, knapsacks, and haversacks, of discharged volunteers, and of 
the sick volunteers, (who are likely to be left in hospital at this place,) must be immediately collected and 
turned over to Lieutenant McKenzie, the ordnance officer at the fort, who will take measures to have the 
arms put in condition for reissue to other forces which may socn be expected. 

Commanding officers of regiments, battalions, and companies, will give prompt attention to the exe- 
cution of this order, and so will the surgeons at the general and other hospitals. 

By command of Major General Scott. 





No. 103. 


Heapqvuarters Army or Fiorina, Tampa Bay, April 12, 1836. 


Sir: I have the honor to report, for the information of the Secretary of War and the general-in-chief, 
that I reached this place with the greater part of the right wing under Brigadier General Clinch on the 5th 
instant. Brigadier General Eustis came in with half of the left wing the same day, and Colonel Lindsay, 
who commands the centre, the day before. This approximation of the greater part of the three columns 
was the result of no particular instructions. Each found itself compelled to come in for subsistence. 

The reports of those principal commanders under me are herewith enclosed, and marked, respectively, 
A, B, and C. 

It will be seen that, although no general battle has been fought, many combats and sharp affairs 
have taken place; that the boast of Major General Gaines that he had beaten the enemy, and compelled him 
to sue for peace, was but a vain imagination; and that although he told the chiefs, who held him enclosed 
in a log pen until relieved by Brigadier General Clinch, that the diplomatic agent of the War Department 
would soon arrive to settle (amicably) all differences, not « white flag has been seen by this army, and not 
an overture of submission or peace heard of. On the contrary, the small parties which have been met 
with almost everywhere have fiercely resisted, until put in danger of the bayonet. The war, on our part, 
is, in fact, scarcely begun. 

It is not the fault of Clinch, Eustis, or Lindsay, that no important battle has been fought by either. 
Clinch marched from Fort Drane to the point on the Withlacoochee where Major General Gaines was 
checked, and thought himself compelled to fortify; the right wing, by an admirable movement, crossed 
the river at that very point without much molestation, notwithstanding the bravado of the enemy of the day 
before. The wing then passed the recent battle-ground of its brave commander, where again there was, 
for a moment, a slight hope of resistance, and then scoured the cove, (probably the strongest hold in 
Florida,) to the extent of seven or eight miles. From this point to Tampa Bay, although the column 
passed through many of the enemy’s favorite settlements, not a gun was fired. Several towns heretofore 
occupied by friendly Indians were left standing, All the others (and there were many) were burned, In 
approaching this place Clinch kept as far to the west of the Fort King road as practicable, in order to 
scour a district of country not before visited by our troops. He, throughout the march, commanded his 
column with judgment and ability, and at the principal combat on the 31st ultimo he bravely dismounted 
and followed his troops above the knees in mud. No considerable recent trail of men, women, children, or 
cattle, was discovered in the march of more than 100 miles; and it is not believed that the enemy encountered 
exceeded one hundred and fifty. Colonel Gadsden, of my staff, by his superior topographical knowledge 
and general intelligence and activity, rendered important services to the column. The commendation 
bestowed by Brigadier General Clinch on other officers and other corps I know to have been deserved. 

The reports of Brigadier General Eustis and Colonel Lindsay will speak for themselves. I have every 
reason to repose the highest confidence in those able commanders. It will be seen that the former has, 
like Clinch, executed a long march through the heart of the enemy’s country, and with only a few sharp 
affairs with small parties. The latter is also true of Lindsay, who marched from this place to a point 
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beyond Chickuchatty (one of the enemy’s principal settlements) about sixty miles, where he took a position 
and remained as long as his subsistence would permit, waiting for instructions from me, or a communica- 
tion with Eustis. The three columns were for several days within thirty miles of each other. Owing to 
the direction of the wind, Clinch’s column ieard the signal-guns fired by the other two, but neither of the 
latter could hear any response, 

From a careful comparison of all the information collected by the three columns, Tam now strongly 
persuaded that not sixty of the enemy have been killed during this war, and that there have not been as 
many as six hundred imbodied at any one place. The signs about the Withlacoochee do not contradict 
these estimates; and it is the opinion of all the commanders that the Indians are now dispersed in war 
parties, or parties of observation, consisting of from sixty to two hundred cach, with, however, great 
facilities of concentration. The women and children are supposed to be concealed in certain. places, 
(which will be mentioned) and engaged, with a portion of the warriors, in planting, fishing, and hunting, 
The cattle found grazing in some districts, and particularly about Pelaklikaha, were numerous. Some 
were killed by Brigadier General Eustis for consumption, the remainder left for the future wants of the 
army. The two other columns found but few cattle, and all not three bushels of corn. 

All the horses, draught, pack, and saddle horses, arrived here much reduced. Many broke down on 
the routes; some died, and a greater number, velonging to the mounted men, have been mustered as 
utterly incapable of service. Some corn, about a bushel and a half for each horse, was brought from the 
depots, Forts Drane and Volusia; but the roads have been bad, the weather hot, the loads great, and the 
grazing indifferent, the Indians having this season but partially burned the woods and savannas. The 
ponds, too, on which all mainly relied for water, had, many of them, dried up; and on the return march 
this inconvenience, without heavy showers of rain, (which will spoil many parts of the routes,) will be 
still more seriously felt. The long halt here has been for the purpose of recruiting the horses a little— 
corn and hay, though of an indifferent quality, being found in abundance. This forage has been sent 
from New Orleans by Major Clark, assistant quartermaster, under my orders of the L4th of February. 

Many officers and men, besides the wounded, were broken down on the march. The measles early 
broke out among the South Carolinians, and latterly in the Alabama regiment and Florida battalion. The 
mumps, too, have contributed to thin the ranks of the effectives. It will be seen by the returns that the 
number of sick to be left here is unusually great, and many slight cases must be added to the sick 
reported; for, in a country and a war like this, nobody can be left on the route. All must either march or 
be placed in the wagons, and every sick man is equal in weight, including his knapsack and _firelock, to 
one hundred rations. Seven or five men, where there are no roads, load up a four or two horse wagon, 
even if the horses be in full strength. 

Colonel Smith, with his Louisiana regiment, is now in two schooners, accompanied by the cutter 
Dallas, Captain Green, and with thirty-one days’ subsistence, bound to Charlotte harbor, and the Meacca 
or Pease creek, On his arrival in that harbor he will be joined by Lieutenant Powell, of the navy, who 
is there in two boats, with a small party from the United States ship Vandalia. The schooners will 
ascend the creck some miles, and anchor, the cutter a little higher up. The troops will then land on the 
left bank of the creek, and, with the aid of the small boats and haversacks, take subsistence enough to 
last six or more marches. The day after to-morrow Colonel Goodwyn’s regiment of mounted South 
Carolinians (about 500 strong) will march hence for the upper part of the same creek, and will be fol- 
lowed by the foot of Eustis’s wing, at the distance of from fifteen to twenty miles. T shall, for particular 
reasons, Which will be developed, probably march with this column, The distance hence to the lake 
(Simmons) at the head of the creck is computed to be forty-three miles. The object of this combined 
movement is to strike at the negroes, women, children, and warriors, who have settlements on the upper 
and lower part of the creek, and who are now in security, supposed to be engaged in planting, fishing, 
and hunting. The movement promises better results than we have yet obtained, 

The term of service of the Louisiana regiment will expire early next month, When the expedition 
shall have terminated, the regiment will touch here on its return to New Orleans, and take up its sick. 

From Pease creek, Eustis’s column united will cross the St. John’s, probably at Berrysford, if prac- 
ticable, and proceed by Spring Garden to the depot at Volusia, having previously visited, if its subsist- 
ence will permit, the supposed settlements on Lake Tohopkelika, southwest of Lake Monroe. On the 
arrival of this column at Volusia the term of service cf the South Carolinians will have so nearly 
expired as to render it improbable that they can be employed on any new expedition. 

The right wing, under Clinch, will be put again into the field the day after to-morrow. It will march 
by the route it came over, absorb Major Cooper’s battalion of Georgians left fortified in the interior, 
re-enter the cove it scoured on the 30th and 31st ultimo, whilst Lindsay approaches it from above, and then 
march to the mouth of the Withlacoochee, (not yet visited,) and there receive from vessels and boats, to 
be sent from this place, a fresh supply of subsistence for men and horses. On his way he will take up 
his boats sunk in a lake or pond near Camp Cooper. Having accomplished the objects of the march to 
the mouth of that river, he will either cross there or return to Blodget’s Ferry, at Camp Izard, with the 
boats, and return to Fort Drane, observing the right bank of the Withlacoochee in ascending, as far as his 
renewed means of subsistence may allow. His force, however, will be much diminished at the mouth of 
the river, for he will have instructions to embark the 4th United States infantry for this place; and if he 
crosses to the right bank, to embark the Florida battalion in one of the schooners for St. Mark’s. He will 
then be left with three companies of Georgia mounted men, Major Cooper’s battalion, two companies of 
Augusta volunteers, a weak battalion of United States artillery, and Captain Wharton’s detachment of 
United States dragoons. 

The term of service of the Georgians just mentioned will begin to expire on the 22d instant: Robert- 
son’s company having been mustered into service on the 23d of January; Bones’s about the Ist of Febru- 
ary; Cooper’s battalion the 15th, (I think,) and the mounted men ten days later. The whole of these 
volunteers will be put in march for their homes as soon as they shall reach Fort Drane; the foot, by water 
from Garey’s Ferry or Picolata. The Florida battalion has a longer time to serve, but it is feeble; seven 
companies, and less than 200 effective men. It was mustered into service under the orders of Governor 
Eaton, with the companies far below (in privates) the legal standard. 

Lindsay, with a feeble battalion of United States artillery, a company of Georgia mounted men, 
(Nelson’s,) the Alabama regiment, and an independent company of Louisiana volunteers, (Marks’s,) will 
march at the same time with Clinch and Eustis. He will be instructed to march into the forks of the 
Withlacoochees, and thence to penetrate, if practicable, the head of the cove, whilst Clinch enters below. 
Having scoured the country in that direction, he will return to the Fort King road, put Nelson’s company 
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of mounted men in march for Fort Drane via Fort King, and return with the remainder of his troops to 
this place. 

The time of the Alabamians and the independent company of Lonisianians will not expire as early 
as that of the other volunteers. Anything that Lindsay may reasonably attempt, after being again com- 
pelled to return to this place for subsistence, he will be instructed to attempt. Besides the volunteers 
mentioned, he will have with him the battalion of United States artillery, and find the 4th infantry here 
from the mouth of the Withlacoochee. He will, when he sends his volunteers to their respective States, 
be instructed to leave the artillery here, as a garrison, under Major Zantzinger; send a company of the 
4th infantry, with sixty or ninety days’ subsistence, to Key West; and keep the remaining companies 
here or send them to Baton Rouge as may seem best. 

What may be accomplished by these new expeditions I am unable to say. I have the highest 
confidence in the respective commanders, and do not doubt that they will be well supported by their 
officers and men. [am not, however, judging from the past, sanguine as to results. Some new scttle- 
ments wil! be visited. The places of concealment for the enemy’s women, children, and negroes, may be 
found on Pease creek, near the mouth of the Withlacoochee, and at the head of the cove, to which Clinch’s 
coluinn (we now have reason to believe) did not quite ascend. It is quite a labyrinth of ponds, hammocks, 
and savannas, with small ficlds of pines. If the enemy’s plantations of corn can be destroyed, together 
with his cattle, much will be effected, even if his negroes, women, and children should not be captured. 
The latter, however, it is most important for us to possess. 

When the volunteers shall be sent home, if the war be not over, it is evident that the regular force 
(about 789 eflectives) will be inadequate to prosecute the war to any advantage, even if the season of 
the year would permit. I shall therefore feel myself compelled to place the battalion of artillery that 
marches with Clinch in defensive positions in the vicinity of Fort Drane, where we left, on the 26th 
ultimo, only the sick and invalids, with Gates’s company of artillery at Fort King. The battalion of 
artillery that will march with Eustis will be distributed on the St. John’s and the Atlantic for a like 
purpose. Two companies (Dimmock’s and Merchant’s) were left at Garey’s Ferry, Picolata, and St. 
Augustine; Fort King being twenty-three miles further from any depot (with a practicable route) than 
the vicinity of Fort Drane, and covering nothing, 1 expect to abandon. Those views, however, will be 
modified according to the results of the expeditions which are sketched above. 

The five hundred Creek warriors expected here early in this month have not arrived, nor have I heard 
a word in relation to my order on the subject since its date. They are no longer expected. Should they, 
however, come by the time that Lindsay will be compelled, for the want of subsistence, to return to this 
place, he may, in conjunction with the other forces with him, employ those Indians to advantage. He 
will be instructed accordingly. 

I ought to have reported from Fort Drane that, learning from Captain Wharton and his officers that 
his detachment generally were bad horsemen, and indeed knew little or nothing about the care of horses, 
I caused a little more than fifty of the men to be dismounted, and the horses were turned over to the 
quartermaster, by whom they were greatly wanted. The remainder of the detachment (about 28) 
retained their horses and marched with the right wing, with which they will return, together with the 
foot, under Captain Wharton. 

I shall probably march with the left wing, (Kustis’s command,) in order to be at Volusia and Picolata 
in time to regulate the discharge of the Georgia and South Carolina volunteers and the distribution of 
the garrisons of regulars to the north of this somewhat in the manner indicated above. It will give me 
the opportunity, also, of a freer communication with the government, from which I have now been cut off 
since the 26th ultimo, for a letter cannot be transmitted from this place, or any point in the interior, to 
Fort Drane or Volusia without the protection of a strong detachment; and since my arrival we have had 
no vessel that could be spared from the expeditions to the mouth of the Withlacoochee and Charlotte 
harbor to transmit orders or Communications to St. Mark’s or New Orleans. This letter will be put in the 
post office at Pensacola by the United States transport schooner Motto, which will be despatched to-morrow 
to New Orleans. 

We found here but cne United States ship or vessel, the Vandalia, Captain Webb. He has shown 
the best dispositions towards the land service, and is about to aid us with two boats for the expedition 
to the mouth of the Withlacoochee Two other of his boats, as has been stated, are now at Charlotte 
harbor. No cutter was found here. The Dallas came up from Lieutenant Powell a few days since, and 
is now gone back to co-operate with Colonel Smith. Captain Green, the commander of this cutter, is an 
intelligent and zealous officer. The cutter Dexter, Captain Randolph, arrived yesterday, and is to aid 
the expedition to the mouth of the Withlacoochee. Ife came in under the orders of Governor Katon, 
whom she had taken from Pensacola to St. Mark’s. The catter Washington, I understand, is now down 
in the direction of Pensacola; I know not under whose orders. 

The Motto would have been despatched earlier but for the necessity of making for her a new rudder. 
Besides letters and orders, she will take a number of discharged volunteer officers and men (sick and 
disabled) to be landed at Pensacola and New Orleans. 

My disappointments on the Gulf have been as great as those experienced on the St. John’s. The 
latter were pretty fully reported at the time, and at the last dates not a pound of bacon had arrived on 
that river or at St. Augustine. Those disappointments may appear to be mere trifles at Washington. 
I shall demonstrate the most serious influence that they have had on the operations of this army. 

First, let it be remembered that one hundred horses will take hard bread and bacon, say for 1,000 
men, sufficient to subsist that force as long as the quantity of pork and flour taken by 150 horses would 
subsist a like force; that is, tae difference between pork and flour on the one hand is just fifty per 
centum, compared with bacon and hard bread, in favor of the latter. Secondly, let it be remembered that 
the deficiency in our means of transportation was sufliciently great, independent of the addition to the 
weight to be drawn, created by the necessity of loading the wagons with flour and pork. Besides, all 
southern volunteers prefer bacon to pork, and no troops can, in the woods, convert flour into wholesome 
bread. Both time and means are wanting. 

Some hard bread arrived in time on the St. John’s, but not enough. Thus the last rations of flour 
and pork consumed by Clinch’s wing, the day it arrived here, had been drawn from Garey’s Ferry, a 
distance of 165 miles. Eustis’s wing had also to bring with it pork and a portion of flour, owing ty the 
deficiency of hard bread on the St. John’s. 

Please now refer to my joiut letter to the quartermaster and commissary at New Orleans, dated at 
Savannah, February the 14th, and acknowledged on the 26th of the same month. A copy was transmitted 
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to you for the information of the proper departments at Washington. The letter, it will be seen, is specific 
and urgent. Yet, instead of iny finding here about 150,000 rations of hard bread, and about 90,000 of 
bacon, I found but 12,740 pounds of the first, and 21,600 pounds of the latter!) Not an additional ration 
of either has arrived since [I came. Colonel Lindsay had required, for the use of his column, of the 
quartermaster at New Orleans, a number of wagons and horses, and not one has been sent. Again, the 
sutler (the person next in importance to the quartermaster aud commissary with every army) left this 
place more than a month ago for New Orleans, to bring back with him a large supply of goods for the 
troops which were expected. Those supplies are exceedingly wanted by every officer and soldier, But . 
the quartermaster writes that he hesitates about sending the wagons and horses; and the sutler, that he 
declines sending his stores, because each has heard of Major General Gaines’s triumphal entry into 
Tallahassee, in consequence of his having finished the war!! It is presumed that the commissary at New 
Orleans stopped the shipment of bacon and hard bread for the same reason, 

Captain Green, of the cutter Dallas, was at Tallahassee when Major General Gaines arrived at that 
place. He had been ten days soliciting permission to go and make a survey of the mouth of the 
Withlacoochee. On renewing his application to some one in the territorial government, he was told 
that the war was over! We have now to make the survey for the expedition that has been mentioned, 
These are the new disappointments and vexations that I have been doomed to experience. 

In connexion with the strange imagination that the war was finished at Camp Izard, it may be 
remarked that Major General Gaines put himself under an escort of some mounted Floridians, to take him 
from Fort Drane towards the Suwanee, and that Lieutenant Colonel Twiggs, a few days afterwards, 
although he asserted, with Major General Gaines, that the war was over, did not deem it safe for him to 
take the Tallahassee route. Colonel Gadsden and two ether gentlemen came to Fort Drane ten days 
before in perfect security over that very route, and*before it was imagined that the war had been brought 
to a happy conclusion. 

In respect to hard bread, it is proper to state that, besides the 12,740 pounds mentioned above, we 
have about 7,000 pounds brought from Mobile by Colonel Lindsay. The commissary at New Orleans is 
entitled to no credit for this small supply. 

Among other orders, a copy of No. 24 will be found enclosed. The friendly Indians made many 
difficulties; but I finally told them that they must embark, and Lieutenant Harris has just reported that 
the whole (399 souls) are actually on board. About a third of the number are warriors. A few (two or 
three) are retained as guides, and a small number were left at Fort King. 

April 13.—Since writing the above, I have been forced, from our ignorance of the mouth of the 
Withlacoochee, to modify the instructions given to Clinch. From Camp Cooper he is instructed to take a 
trail that we observed (coming down) which leads into and towards the head of the cove. This will bring 
him near to Lindsay, who will operate between the Withlacoochees, and north of the smaller. The two 
columns will probably meet or be near enough to each other for the 4th United States infantry to pass to 
Lindsay, in order to return to this place with him. It is, consequently, now probable that I shall march 
with Lindsay instead of Eustis, and’ pass on with Clinch from Pelaklikaha, via Forts King and Drane. 

After a fuller examination of Indians, (friendly and prisoners,) together with persons called guides, 
and comparing the information so derived with Colonel Gadsden’s knowledge of the country, Eustis will 
be instructed, after he shall have scoured the upper parts of Pease creck, to visit Tohopkelika, (south- 
west of Lake Monroe,) then turn to the north, pass to the east of Lake Eustis, strike his late trail, and 
return to Volusia. It is hoped that his means of subsistence will enable him to accomplish the march, and 
the important objects connected with it. 

The vessels and boats prepared for the mouth of the Withlacoochee will take Major Read and his 
Florida battalion to that place, whence he will survey the mouth, and examine the river to a point as high 
as practicable. The battalion will then embark on board a schooner and return direct to St. Mark’s. 

The rudder of the schooner Motto not being finished, I shall despatch the cutter Dexter with this and 
other Jetters to St. Mark’s. 

I remain, with great respect, your most obedient servant, 
WINFIELD SCOTT. 


Brigadier General Jones, Adjutant General United States Army. 


No. 104, 
A. 


Heanqvarters Ricur Wine Frorina Army, Camp Georgia, April 8, 1836. 

Sir: I have the honor to submit a report of the operations of this wing of the army since marching 
from Fort Drane on the 26th ultimo. 

On that day it consisted of the following forces, viz: artillery, 450; 4th regiment infantry, 270; 
Wharton’s dismounted dragoons, 57; two Companies Augusta volunteers, 171; Smith’s regiment Louisiana 
volunteers, 469; Cooper’s battalion Georgia volunteers, 321; and four companies Georgia mounted men, 
230—ageregate, 1,968. Two six-pounder cannon, with a wagon-train and pack-horses transporting 
provisions for 15 days (besides three days in the haversacks,) with the least possible quantity of 
equipage, not more than three tents being allowed to companies of any size. 

The route was in the direction of Camp Izard, on the Withlacoochee, the point at which the enemy 
would most probably be found, as on all previous attempts to cross that river he had defended the passage 
with such pertinacity as to lead to the belief that his stronghold would be found in that vicinity. 

It was only by the great exertion of the whole force that the wagon-train could be passed over the 
route, the road being new, and the country wet and deep, so that much of it was obliged to be laid down 
with logs. The wing reached Camp Izard on the morning of the 28th, and soon after the enemy gave notice 
of his presence on the opposite bank of the river by firing into our camp. Preparation was immediately 
made for forcing the passage in boats, which had been constructed at Fort Drane for the purpose, and 
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Colonel Gadsden, quartermaster general of Florida, acting inspector general, who, throughout the 
march, displayed great zeal and intelligence, reconnoitred the ground, and selected the point of crossing 
very judiciously, 

The details having been pre pared, the river bank was occupied at 4 o’clock on the morning of the 29th 
by sharp-shooters and the two pieces of artillery, and at daylight the advance (companies A and G, 2d 
artillery) crossed in small detachments under the command of Brevet Major Zantzinger. I must here take 
occasion to mention an act of personal gallantry on the part of Foster Blodget, a private of the Augusta 
blues, who volunteered to swim the river and attach a rope to a tree on the opposite side, which greatly 
expedited the first crossing. After the two companies of the advance had possessed themselves of the 
southern bank, they were followed by the regiment of Louisiana volunteers and the 4th regiment United 
States inf intry. 

A sufficient force having thus been thrown across to maintain the position, the whole train was passed 
in the course of the day. Two companies of mounted men had, in the meantime, crossed at a very diffi- 
cult ford 14 mile below; another swam the river near the ferry. All the train being over, the rear division 
was crossing under the command of Lieutenant Colonel Bankhead, when it was attacked in rear, but the 
enemy was driven off by two discharges of the six-pounder under Licutenant Brooks, and a volley from 
the rear guard under Captain Belton. Except this attack, the passage was unmolested. The enemy fired 
a few shots into the camp during the night from the northern side of the river. 

On the morning of the 30th the wing proceeded up the river in search of the enemy, and at 10 o’clock he 
was discovered in small numbers on an island in a chain of Jakes running nearly parallel with the river. 
The baggage train was drawn up in compact order, and left with a guard of 300 men, and the troops 
advanced to attack. The enemy, however, retired, and pursuit was continued about four miles, when, as it 
was growing late, the wing encamped. Marched early on the morning of the 31st, and soon discovered the 
enemy onanother island, It will be proper here to remark that the chain of lakes before mentioned is spotted 
with islands of dense cypress swamps and hammock growth (whence the Indian name Oloklikaha, Spotted 
Lake,) as was afterwards discovered on our march, nothing of the topography being known to us at first. 

Dispositions were immediately made for attack by the right column, under Colonel Smith, on one end 
of the island, and by the left column, commanded by Lieutenant Colonel Bankhead, under my own obser- 
vation, on the other. The approach at both points was impracticable to any but infantry troops, and 
extremely difficult to them, the island being surrounded by a very broad and wet savanna, and so boggy 
that it was not withont great efforts that men could struggle through it. 

As the head of the right column approached the firm “eround, it was met by a sharp discharge from the 
enemy’s rifles, but, dé ashing forward, he was soon dislodged and ‘pursued for the distance of three or four 
miles, when he was driven across the river, and the column halted and remained on the bank of the river 
until recalled, an hour afterwards. Colonel Smith and his command conducted with great spirit and 
courage throughout. 

In the pursuit which succeeded the first charge, that portion of-the right column composed of the 4th 
infantry, Wharton’s dragoons, and two companies of Louisiana volunteers, under the immediate command 
of Lieutenant Colonel Foster, became several times engaged, whenever thick cypress or hammock growth 
favored the enemy; but in every instance he was promptly expelled and pursued. Lieutenant Colonel 
Foster speaks in very high terms of his officers and men, and mentions particularly the conduct of Lieutenant 
Barron, adjutant of the Louisiana volunteers 

The left column approached the island simultaneously with the right, and was received with a hot 
discharge frem the enemy as soon as it arrived within rifle-shot of the hammock, and at the moment when 
the advance under Major Cooper, of the Georgia volunteers, was plunging through a deep and difficult 
morass. A few discharges from a six-pounder, under Captain Miller, which had been forced to the edge 
of the morass, silenced the enemy, when the advance, with the Ist battallion of artillery and Captain 
Robinson’s two companies, which had, in the meantime, formed to the front, charged the hammock, and the 
enemy fled. Active pursuit was made for two miles, until the left came up with the right column, when, 
finding it impossible to penetrate the cypress swamp on its left, towards the river, it halted. Lieutenant 
Colonel Foster had taken the only trail leading in that direction. Colonel Bankhead reports that his battalion 
conducted with great zeal and promptness. 

Finding it impossible to follow the enemy acruss the river, and being for 24 hours without provisions, 
the troops returned to the baggage train and encamped. 

April 1-—Marched along the lakes lying between us and the river, and reached the next morning what 
appeared to be their southe: astern termination, and established a post ‘of observation under Major Cooper, 
with his battalion, leaving him 17 days’ provisions; and reserving only enough to subsist the wing for five 
days, proceeded to Tampa Bay for further supplies, where it arrived on 5th of April, after a difficult and 
fatiguing march, being obliged to make the road the whole distance. 

The fatigue and exposure of the march increased the sick list to 150. Subjoined is a return of killed 
and wounded in the battle of Oloklikaha: 


Killed. Wounded. 
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C. M. THRUSTON, Captain, Acting Assistant Adjutant General. 
The officers of my staff were fully efficient, and carried out with great promptness the dispositions 
which the circumstances required. 
D. L. CLINCH, Brigadier General United States Army. 
Major General Scorr, Commanding. 
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No. 105. 


Hrapgvarrers Lert Wixe Army or Fiorina, fort Brooke, Tampa Bay, April 10, 1836. 

GeyxeraL: In compliance with your directions, I proceed to detail the operations of the left wing of 
the army, from the arrival of the forces at St. Augustine. ip 

On my arrival at St. Augustine, on the 15th of February, I was informed that the whole country between 
the St. John’s and the sea-coast was in possession of the Indians, and that small bands of them were 
ranging in all directions, burning houses, and driving off the cattle. I therefore proceeded without delay 
to establish a chain of posts at intervals of from ten to twenty miles, extending south as far as the Mos- 
quito inlet, in order to cover the southern plantations, and to scour the intervening country, and to drive 
off the predatory bands of savages. Owing to the extreme difficulty in procuring guides, this latter 
duty was not as effectually performed as I could have desired, and we doubtless left some small parties 
of Indians in our rear when the troops were withdrawn from the Atlantic coast. 

On the 9th of March Colonel Goodwyn’s regiment of mounted volunteers from South Carolina reached 
St. Augustine. 

On the 10th three men of Colonel Brisbane’s regiment were killed within two hundred yards of his 
intrenchment at Tomoca, and the enemy had scalped them and fled before he could sally out upon them. 

On the 15th the several detachments of my column were put in motion via Tomoca to Volusia, on the 
St. John’s, and on the 22d all had reached that point except Lieutenant Colonel Butler’s battalion and 
two companies of artillery under Major Kirby; both of which parties had operated as far south as Smyrna. 
The route from Tomoca to Volusia was found nearly impracticable, and was only accomplished by the 
most persevering exertions, and to the great injury of wagons and horses. 

On the 22d of March I commenced crossing the St. John’s; about 3 o’clock p.m. my advanced guard 
on the west side of the river, consisting of Ashby’s and Fripp’s companies of Brisbane’s regiment, was 
briskly attacked by a considerable party of Indians. These companies maintained their ground with great 
gallantry and steadiness until reinforced by two others (Henry’s and Hibbla’s) under Colonel Brisbane, 
when a charge being made, the enemy was repulsed at all points, and fled to his fastnesses. In this 
encounter our loss was three killed and nine wounded. Although we found only one Indian dead on the 
ground, I had satisfactory evidence of four others being thrown into the river. 

On the 24th a subaltern’s command of mounted men fell in with a party of twelve or fifteen Indians 
in the open pine land, killed two, and might have destroyed the entire party but for the misconduct of 
the lieutenants in command. 

On the 25th my whole, consisting of four companies of the Ist regiment of artillery under Major 
Kirby, Colonel Goodwyn’s mounted regiment, Colonel Brisbane’s regiment, (foot,) and Captain Elmore’s 
Columbia volunteers, was concentrated; and on the 26th, leaving two companies of Brisbane’s regiment at 
Volusia, under the command of Major Gates, United States army, with the wounded and ‘sick, I commenced 
my march for Pelaklikaha, by the upper crossing of the Ocklawaha, at the head of fourteen hundred men, 
and with thirteen days’ rations The first part of my route was so difficult for my wagons that, with 
every exertion of men as well as horses, I had, on the evening of the 27th, progressed only seven miles. 
As we advanced, however, the country became more favorable, and with the exception of being obliged 
to build bridges over the Ocklawaha, the Withlacoochee, and one intermediate stream, I found no serious 
obstacle to impede my march to this place. On the 29th, after crossing the Ocklawaha, an Indian of 
some note, Ayah Hajo, was killed by the gallant General Shelton, serving as a private volunteer, who was 
himself severely wounded. 

On the 80th my advance, consisting of a portion of the mounted regiment under Colonel Goodwyn, 
was attacked at the Okihumky swamp, and three men were wounded. On my arrival at the spot with 
Kirby’s battalion and the two advance companies of Brisbane’s regiment, I caused the hammock to be 
scoured, and the Indians were found posted behind some pines, from which they were soon driven into the 
depths of (to us) an inaccessible swamp. Kirby’s loss was one wounded, and the enemy retired when- 
ever our line approached within two hundred yards. These are the only Indians I have seen on our march, 
On my reaching Pelaklikaha, I found the villages abandoned, and no sign of their having been occupied 
for several weeks; cattle and ponies, however, were abundant in the neighborhood. The houses and 
fences were burnt by my order. On the 31st I despatched an express to Fort King, who returned to me 
the night of the Ist of April, with information that you had crossed the Withlacoochee with the right wing 
on the 28th of March; that no communication could be held with you on that route; and that I could obtain 
no provisions at that post. Deeming it impracticable, in the exhausted state of my horses, to draw provi- 
sions over the route I had come from Volusia, and my only guide having reached the extent of the country 
with which he was acquainted, I saw no alternative but to extend my operations southward on the main 
road from Fort King to Tampa Bay. Doing which, I fired signal guns at ten o’clock a. m. on four suc- 
cessive days, without hearing any response. On the 8d instant I fell upon the trail of Colonel Lindsay 
returning hither, and immediately sent an express to him, On the 4th I received his communication in 
reply, and also yours dated the 2d instant. On the 5th, leaving my foot soldiers and wagons fifteen miles 
from here, I came to this place with all my horses, and had the honor to report to you in person. 

I am, very respectfully, your humble servant, 
ABRM. EUSTIS, Brigadier General United States Army. 

Major General Scorr, 


Teapquarters Centre Fiorina Army, Zampa Bay, April 10, 1836. 
Sir: I embarked at Mobile with three companies of the Alabama regiment of volunteers, commanded 
by Colonel William Chisholm, coionel of the regiment, on the 2d of March, five other companies of the same 
regiment, under the command of Lieutenant Colonel Crabb, and two under Major Taliaferro, sailing at or 
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about the same time. The first eight companies arrived here on the 6th of March, and the two last in 
transports, bringing our horses, provisions, and ammunition, did not reach this place until the 13th. On 
my arrival here I found Major Read, with a battalion of Florida volunteers, encamped on the west side 
of Hillsborough river, and, about the 10th, I was joined by Captain Marks’s company of Louisiana volunteers; 
on the 12th, discevering large fires in the direction of the Alafia river, Major Read was directed, with the 
Florida battalion, to scour that section of the country, which duty was successfully performd by a night 
march, by which the Indians were surprised in their camp and driven across the river, with the loss of 
three of their party killed and six of their ponies captured. 

My entire force being collected, in the absence of all instructions from headquarters, I determined to 
make a forward movement, and construct a stockade on the Hillsborough river, where it is crossed by 
the main road from Fort Brouke to Fort King, with a view of bringing our subsistence nearer to the scene 
of military operations, and on the 15th the line of march was accordingly taken up. ‘The destruction of 
bridges by the Indians delayed and embarrassed our march so much that we did not arrive at the Hills- 
borough until the 17th, from which time until the 20th we were engaged in the construction of a stockade 
named by me Fort Alabama. Major Read, of the Florida battalion, was left in command of this post, 
whilst the remainder of the force returned to Fort Brooke on the 21st. 

During my absence a despatch from Major General Scott, announcing the general plan of the cam- 
paign, and requiring me to be in position at or near Chickuchatty on the 25th, for the purpose of co-opera- 
tion, had been received here through the hand of some friendly Indian. In obedience to this order, the line of 
march was taken up on the 22d. On leaving Fort Alabama I was joined by Major Read and the battalion 
of Florida volunteers, Captain Marks being left in command of Fort Alabama, with a company of Louisiana 
volunteers, and about 30 of the sick of the command, Our route lay through a hilly country, abounding 
with hammocks, and after passing Elochuteka, the Indians, taking advantage of their coverts, began to 
annoy us with their fire on the rear and flanks. On the 26th a flanker of Cooper’s company, Alabama 
regiment of volunteers, was killed, and another badly wounded. This attack was made on the rear of 
the flankers, whilst the army was passing a dense hammock of nearly a mile in length, the front and 
centre of the columns having plunged into the hammock, a small portion of the rear only being left in 
open ground, skirted by woods, and a brisk fire going on between the enemy and the rear. 1 directed 
Captain Bonham, of the Alabama regiment, to charge with his company into the skirt of the hammock 
from which the fire proceeded, with a view of ascertaining the number and force of the attacking party. 
This duty was promptly performed, and Major Taliaferro having ordered up Blount’s company of the same 
regiment to sustain Bonham, the Indians were driven off, showing themselves at the distance of a quarter 
of a mile in the open woods, yelling and dancing. At our encampment this night parties of our men 
were fired upon by the Indians from a hammock contiguous to a pond which supplied us with water. 

Finding that the position of the enemy was too distant to be reached by musketry, I threw in one 
round of canister, which dispersed them. On the 27th, by the same annoying attack, the enemy always 
lying in ambuscade, one private of Campbell’s company of Alabama volunteers was killed and two 
wounded. At noon, whilst halted, a smart attack was made upon our rear, but upon a brisk return of 
the fire the Indians disappeared. On the 28th, when encamped at Camp Broadnax, (so called in honor of 
the inspector general of the army of the centre,) near Chickuchatty, the Indians commenced a fire on our 
horses and the party guarding them, when a detachment of the Florida battalion, under Captains Roulett 
and Allison, together with Blount’s and Nott’s companies of the Alabama regiment, were ordered to drive 
them. ‘This service was performed without any loss on our side. On the 30th, provisions beginning to 
be scarce, two parties of mounted men, one under the command of Captain Taylor, of the Alabama 
regiment, and the other under Captain Roulett, of the Florida battalion, were sent out in pursuit of cattle, 
covered by a force of 250 men, commanded by Lieutenant Colonel Crabb, of Alabama regiment of volunteers, 
These parties were successful in bringing in such a supply of cattle as enabled us to subsist four days 
longer, although destitute of bread and salt. 

During the day our friendly Indians killed a chief called Charley Fixico, a leader of about 85 men. 
At night the sentinels guarding the flank occupied by the Florida battalion were fired upon, and during 
the 31st all of our sentinels occasionally received shots, but without any injury. On the 31st I made an 
unsuccessful attempt to procure more beef, finding myself removed sixty miles from my depot, with bare 
enough provisions in store to march to it, without any prospect of being able to keep the field for the 
purpose of co-operation contemplated in the plan of the campaign ; and having obtained no response to 
the signals made by me to the other forces in the ficld, eight days in succession, I deemed it advisable to 
commence my return to Tampa Bay, which I effected by the 4th of April at night, having been out fourteen 
days on ten days’ provisions. In the interval between my departure from Fort Alabama and my return 
to it, that post was attacked by a force supposed to be between three and four hundred Indians, The 
attack commenced about 8 a. m., and continued without intermission two hours and twenty minutes. 
The loss on the side of the defenders was one man killed and two wounded, whilst that of the enemy was 
supposed to be fifteen killed. Notwithstanding their defeat in the main attack, they continued to lie 
around the work in considerable foree, both day and night, until my return, when they moved off on 
the same road by which I marched; and the sign made on that road furnishes me with the means of 
estimating their numbers. During the whole time of the. siege, Captain Marks, his officers and men, 
conducted themselves with coolness and courage. 

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
WM. LINDSAY, Colonel 2d Artillery, and Commanding Army of the Centre. 
Major General W. Scorr. 





No. 107. 
ORDERS No. 22. 


Heapquarrers Army oF Frormpa, Tampa Bay, April 8, 1836. 
The army will prepare and hold itself in readiness to march in a very few days. 
The utmost attention will be given to have the whole baggage train, including carriages, pack- 
saddles, and horses, fitted and refreshed for the field as soon as possible 
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The commander of the three principal corps of the army will immediately take measures to ascer- 
tain whether the haversacks with which the men have been provided have been preserved. If any have 
been lost, they must immediately be replaced. The same means will be adopted to cause every mounted 
officer and man to be provided with a sufficient corn-sack or wallet to carry the necessary corn for his 
horse. 
The hard bread and bacon which have arrived at this place are intended for distant expeditions, 
Neither will be issued to the troops within two marches of this place, and all the corps will be supplied 
with those two items of subsistence according to their relative numbers. 


By command of Major General Scott. 
JAMES GADSDEN, Quartermaster General. 


No. 108. 


ORDERS No. 24. 


> 


[Tkapquarters Army or FLorwa, Zampa Bay, April 9, 1836. 

The embarkation of the friendly Indians for their new country, west of the Mississippi, will com- 
mence on the morning of the 11th instant at the latest. It is expected that all who are now here will be 
on board the transports by the 15th. 

The acting superintendent, Mr. Sheffield, will repair to Fort King as soon as practicable to obtain 
the papers of the agency, and to put in movement the friendly Indians who are at that place, for the same 
general destination west of the Mississippi, by any route that may be found the most practicable. 

At the joint request of Lieutenant Harris, disbursing agent, and of the acting superintendent, Lieu- 
tenants Jones and Meade (both of whom are invalids and unfitted for the arduous duties of the field) are 
assigned for duty with the emigrating Indians at this place. 

Acting Assistant Surgeon Hulse is relieved from army duty, and will report himself to Lieutenant 
Jones as the surgeon and physician to the emigrating Indians now about to embark. 

By command of Major General Scott. 


JAMES GADSDEN, Quartermaster General. 





No. 109 
ORDERS No. 28. 


Heapquarrers Army or Frioriva, Tampa Bay, April 11, 1836. 

All the corps of this army will be put in motion, by land or water, on the mornings of the 13th and 
14th instant. 

Mounted officers and men must provide themselves with the means of taking on horseback the grain 
necessary for their horses, as the wagons and pack-horses will only take grain for themselves. Two 
bushels of corn for each horse may easily be carried on his back; but in this case it will be indispensable 
that the horse should be Jed and not ridden for at least two days. 

The mounted volunteers may deem this order a hardship. Let them reflect on the importance to the 
service that the horses should have grain for subsistence, and that no grain can be obtained on this side 
of Volusia and Fort Drane. This fact must be sufficient to satisfy the good sense of every mounted vol- 
unteer. It will also be remembered that the mounted men will march towards their respective homes, 
(with but slight deviations,) to which they will soon be honorably dismissed. 

srigadier General Clinch will send one of his battalions of United States artillery to join the centre, 
under Colonel Lindsay, and the latter will direct the Florida battalion, under Major Read, to report to 
Brigadier General Clinch. 

By command of Major General Scott 
JAMES GADSDEN, Colonel in the Staff. 


No. 110. 
Heanquarrers Army or Froripa, Zampa Bay, April 10, 1836. 


Str: The war has not been as yet carried into the enemy’s settlements on the Meacca and Pease 
creek, That country is believed to be one of his strongholds, and the place of concealment for many 
families and negroes. How far these settlements extend down the creek or river towards Charlotte 
harbor is not accurately known, and I am in the same state of ignorance as to the number of fighting men 
that may probably be found in that quarter. His force, however, in that quarter is not estimated at more 
than two hundred and fifty men. It is probably much less. 

It is my wish that you proceed to Charlotte harbor with your regiment, on board the two schooners 
which have been designated for the purpose, accompanied by the cutter Dallas, Captain Green, which is 
also put at your disposition for the expedition, and to ascend the Meacca or Pease creek with those ves- 
sels, as far as you may find practicable or safe, when you will land your forces on either bank, and 
Lieutenant Powell, of the navy, is now in Charlotte 


march in search of the enemy and his settlements. 
An order will go with 


harbor, with two new boats and a party from the United States ship Vandalia. 
you from the commander of that ship, instructing Lieutenant Powell to unite and co-operate with you. 
On your way thither you will instruct the cutter to keep a lookout for that party, which may be on its 
return, and if not you will deliver the instructions to Lieutenant Powell, mentioned above. Besides the 























1837.] MILITARY COURTS OF INQUIRY. 275 








boats which that officer has with him, and those belonging to the cutter and the transport schooners, you 
will engage such Gther boats and canoes in Charlotte harbor as you may require. 

After the two schooners shall be obliged to come to anchor in the Meacca, perhaps the cutter may be 
able to ascend the creek some miles higher With those vessels, it is suggested that you leave a com- 
petent euard on debarking, when the small boats and canoes may be serviceable in taking subsistence 
for the troops to a much higher point. : 

With the aid of the small craft and the haversacks, it is supposed that you may operate effectively 
to the distance of four, perhaps six marches, (going and returning,) after leaving the vessels. If so, it is 
thought highly probable that you will be able to reach the settlements of the hostile Indians, and to beat and 
capture the enemy in that quarter. For this purpose you will pursue any considerable trail you may 
find to a reasonable distance—having reference to your force and means of subsistence. The capture of 
the families of the enemy, and the slaves in their possession, as well as the destruction of their settle- 
ments, are among the principal objects of the expedition; some, if not all of which, I think you cannot 
fail to accomplish. 

Guides and interpreters you will find with Lieutenant Powell; and you may engage any others that 
you may find in Charlote harbor. 

A simultaneous movement of 500 mounted men will be made upon the settlements near the head of 
the same river or creek. It is possible that you may be able to communicate with that force, but it is not 
expected that you will make any hazardous halt or movement to accomplish that object. 

After accomplishing or attempting the objects suggested, you will, at the end of a reasonable time, 
return to this place, where you will find the quartermaster’s department instructed to furnish the best 
transportation that can be had for the honorable return of your regiment to New Orleans. 

Please report to me, in duplicates, by different routes, the results and observations of your expedi- 
tion, which I do not doubt will terminate as honorably to you, your officers, and men, as any service that 
has preceded it. 

I remain, with the highest consideration and respect, your most obedient servant, 

WINFIELD SCOTT. 

Colonel P. F. Saitn, Commanding Louisiana Volunteers. 


No. 111. 
ORDERS No. 37. 


Heapquarters Army oF Fiorina, Tampa Bay, April 16, 1836 

The Louisiana regiment of volunteers, under the gallant Colonel Smith, will, on its return to this 
place, immediately proceed to New Orleans in the best transports the quartermaster’s department can 
supply. It will first turn into store the arms and other property of the United States in its possession, 
and which may not be necessary to the comfort of the regiment in its passage home. ; 

At New Orleans Major Clark, or other United States officer, will muster the regiment out of the 
service of the United States, and it will, at the same time, be paid by the paymaster of the army sta- 
tioned in that city. 

What may be the results of the expedition to Charlotte harbor and Pease creek, in which the regi- 
ment is at present engaged, cannot be known to the commanding general in some weeks. Judging from 
the past, those results cannot fail to be highly honorable to the colonel, the officers, and the men, of that 
efficient corps, which is already entitled to the thanks of the country. 

Dr. Lawsun, the senior surgeon of the United States army, who, under a commission from the State 
of Louisiana, has served as lieutenant colonel of this regiment, and who has superadded the distinction 
of arms to his high medical reputation, will temporarily take charge of the general hospital at this place. 
As soon as the great body of the sick shall have been restored and sent off to their respective States, 
Surgeon Lawson will return to his proper station. 


WINFIELD SCOTT, 


No. 112. 


Heapquarters Army or Frortpa, Tampa Bay, April 12, 1836. 

Sir: I am directed by Major General Scott to inform you that the duties of paying off the Louisiana 
and Alabama volunteers, now in the service of the United States, as discharged, will devolve on you. 
Colonel Lindsay, commanding the entter, expects to embark them from this port for Mobile on or about 
the first of May, so that you may safely calculate on their arrival at that place between the 5th and 10th 
of the month at latest. It is all-important that you be at that point on the arrival of the Alabama volun- 
teers, so that there be no unnecessary detention in discharging and paying them off. Colonel Lindsay, to 
whom you will report on your arrival in Mobile, will furnish you the necessary funds, if not already placed 
at your disposal by the proper authorities at Washington, and will afford you every facility to the speedy 
and faithful discharge of the responsibilities by this communication imposed on you. 

By command of Major General Scott. 
JAMES GADSDEN, Colonel in the Staff. 


Major Cuartrs Mapes, Paymaster, New Orleans. 
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Heanquarrers, Zampa Bay, April 14, 1836. 

Sir: The imperfect knowledge had of the Withlacoochee river and its entrance from the Gulf, and 
the impossibility of acquiring, from any source which may be relied on, such information of its accessi- 
bility with the interior as to insure ‘the co-operation and junction of forces operating by land and by 
water, has induced the commanding general so to modify the contemplated movements of the right wing 
of the Florida army, to which your battalion has been att iched, as to devolve on you and your command 
a very responsible and honorable duty—a service, the performance of which may possibly have an 
important influence on the results of the closing campaign, and cannot but prove very valuable in any 
ulterior operations deemed necessary against the Seminoles. The commanding gene ‘al therefore directs 

you to embark, as e: urly as prac ticable, (the qué artermaster of this post furnishing on your requis sition 
suitable ee with a full supply of provisions, ) your whole battalion, including invalids and sick, 
for the mouth of the Withlacoochee; that you come to anchor in the nearest and safest accessible harbor 
or anchorage-ground to the mouth of that stream, and that you proceed with your ¢ ffective force, leaving 
your sick and invalids on board, with the boats at comm: ind, to survey and examine its entrance, and to 
penetrate as far into the interior as may be found pr acticable and consistent with the sec urity of your 
command—holding steadily in view that the object of your expedition is one of reconnoissance, more with 
a view of obtaining information of a part of the probable seat of war unknown to us, than to operate 
directly against the enemy. There is no evidence, cither from discovered trails, or any other source, of 
the hostile party in any force having gone in the direction of the mouth of the Withlacogchee; yet, in the 
midst of the uncertainties prevailing as to the directions taken by the different dispersed parties of the 
enemy, it is not improbable one division may have taken that course. 

The general is unwilling, therefore, to expose unnecessarily your small command to either being cut 
off, as you will be separated from all succor, or from being exposed to an unequal combat on a river, the 
enemy “having possession of the banks, and your command unprotected in your boats. He relies, there- 
fore, on your prudence and discretion, that while in the performance of a service of reconnoissance—one 
for the obtaining of information—you do not hazard the safety of your battalion in an unequal contest; 
that all your movements be made with caution, examining well the river before you enter, and not land 
and penetrate the country to any extent that would jeopardize the same communication with your trans- 
ports. You will preserve notes of your observations, and report the result of your examinations, directed 
Garcy’s Ferry, Black creek, to the commanding general, detailing minutely the character of the anchorage 
at the mouth of the Ww ithlaccochee; the navigability of that river for boats; the probable distance to which 
it may be penetrated; the character of its banks; and the facilities gener -ally afforded for the forming of 
depots, with a view of supplying an army operating hereafter on or near its waters. This duty performed, 
you will proceed to St. Mark’s Florida, in the transports, where your command will be honorably 
discharged by the territorial authorities which mustered you into service, as it will be impossible for the 
commanding general to detail a regular officer for said service. 

Captain Bunce, an experienced pilot of this coast, and who has been in the mouth of the Withla- 
coochee, will accompany your expedition, and render you every service in the accomplishment of the 
important duties imposed on you by this communication. 

‘Respectfully, 
JAMES GADSDEN, Colonel in the Staff. 

Masor L. Reap, Florida Battalion. 





No. 113. 


Heanquarters Army or Frorma, Tampa Bay, April 14, 1836. 


Sir: With the centre under your command, you will march without delay, by the Fort King road, 
till you shall have passed the Big Withlacoochee; you will then penetrate the forks of the two rivers of 
that name by any leading trail or practicable route, and open a communication with Brigadier cael 
Clinch, who, in all probability, will lave entered the cove of the Withlacoochee on the 19th instant. A 
junction or close approximation of your force with his is indispensable, as you will have to turn over to 
his command the company of mounted Georgians and the detachment of United States dragoons, and 
receive from him the United States 4th infantry, which will return with you to this place. 

In marching to communicate with Clinch, you will not neglect to pursue any considerable recent 
trail of the enemy, as far as you may safely do so without losing the chance of such communication, say 
between the 20th and 23d instant, somewhere within the forks of the Withlacoochee. 

You will take with your command the greater practicable amount of subsistence, so that after, as 
before communicating with Clinch, you may be in a condition to keep the field as long as possible, and 
ready to attempt any enterprise that may contribute to the success of the war. 

It is not doubted that the force of either Clinch or the centre will be found perfectly adequate to 
beat any body of the enemy that cither is likely to encounter. No ‘junction, therefore, for that specific 
object is deemed indispensable. The approximation of the twd forces is directed with a view to the other 
objects first mentioned, and also fur this purpose, that if Clinch should drive the enemy, you may be in a 
position to strike a decisive blow, and vice versa. 

For your government on your final return here, you will receive further instructions or orders. 

Relying on a continuance of that vigor and intelligence which you have already displayed in this 
campaign, and not doubting that you will be well supported by the regulars and volunteers under your 
command, I remain, with great respect, your most obedient servant, 

WINFIELD SCOTT. 

Colonel Wu. Linpsay, Commander of the Centre. 
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No. 114. 
ORDERS No. 38. 


Heapquarters Army oF Froripa, Tampa Bay, April 16, 1836. 

On the return of the centre of this army, under Colonel Lindsay, he will have at his disposition four 
companies of United States artillery, seven companies of the United States 4th infantry, the Alabama 
regiment of volunteers, and Captain Marks’s company of Louisiana volunteers, besides the small garrison 
iu Redoubt Fraser. 

What more may reasonably be attempted by those patriotic volunteers and regulars in the prosecu- 
tion of the war, is left to the zeal and judgment of Colonel Lindsay, or the senior officer of the centre. 
The commanding general will soon be in the northern part of the Territory, and therefore may not have 
it in his power to give prompt instructions for the movement of those forces. 

Besides the train of wagons and pack-horses, water transportation for new expeditions may be sup- 
plied by the quartermaster’s department. 

When the term of service of the volunteers shall have expired, or sooner, if no new expeditions can be 
attempted with a prospect of advantage, the volunteers mentioned will be embarked for their homes. No 
doubt is entertained that the two corps will each be entitled to an honorable discharge, and the thanks of 
the country. The discharges may be given here, or at Mobile and New Orleans, as may be deemed best. 
In either case, the quartermaster’s department will furnish the necessary transportation. 

When operations shall be over for the season, the four companies of artillery will be left in garrison 
here; a company of the 4th infantry, with sixty days’ subsistence, will be sent to Key West, to reoccupy 
the post on that island; two companies of the same regiment will be sent, under a field officer, to establish 
a post at or in the vicinity of Watson’s or Dabney’s plantation, on the Suwanee. A good supply of 
subsistence will be taken by the two companies up that river. On the establishment of the post, any 
detachment of Florida militia in its vicinity will be discharged and sent home. 

Those arrangements being completed, the commanding officers at Fort Brooke, Key West, and on 
the Suwanee, will report to the headquarters of the western department. 

As soon as it may be prudently done, the detachment of United States marines, under Lieutenant 
Waidron, will be instructed to rejoin the proper naval commander. This ofticer and his detachment are 
entitled to the thanks of the army for the zeal and good conduct they have displayed ashore. 

Great care will be bestowed by the proper oflicer to render the horses left here by the army capable 
of service. As soon as they shall have partially recovered strength, a small detachment of mounted men 
will be formed for the purpose of occasionally scouring the vicinity, and of keeping prowling parties of 
the enemy at a distance. 

The four remaining companies of the 4th infantry will be detained as a party of the garrison at this 
place, or sent to Baton Rouge, as Colonel Lindsay or other commanding officer may deem necessary. 


WINFIELD SCOTT. 





Department oF War, April 15, 1836. 
Sir: I enclose, for your information, the copy of a letter this day addressed to Governor Clay, of 
Alabama, and to request that, as soon as the state of your operations in Florida will permit, you will direct 
your attention to the Creek Indians, and adopt such measures as you may find necessary to preserve or 
restore tranquillity in that part of the country. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
LEWIS CASS. 
Major General Scorr, Fort King, Florida. 


No. 116. 


Heapavarters Army or Fiorina, Picolata, April 30, 1836. 


For the information of the War Department, I have the honor to report my arrival here yesterday. 
My last report was dated at Tampa Bay, the 12th and 13th instant. 

The right wing and the centre of this army moved from that place on the 14th, as did also the South 
Carolina mounted regiment. The foot of the same wing (the left) had remained encamped for twelve 
days, about fifteen miles from Tampa, on the Fort King road, and the Florida battalion commenced its 
debarkation for the mouth of the Withlacoochee on the 17th. I left Tampa Bay the same day, and joined 
the foot of the left wing, with which I marched to Fort Alabama, on the Hillsborough. Here, on the next 
day, we were rejvined by the South Carolina mounted regiment from its expedition to the head of Pease 
creek, where no Indians and no recent trails were found. Colonel Goodwyn, the commander, however, 
discovered and burnt an extensive town on the left bank of that stream. 

On the 20th the left wing passed the Big Withlacoochee, where we found the centre engaged in con- 
structing a defence for its baggage train, preparatory to entering and scouring the forks of the Withla- 
coochees, whilst the right wing was advancing by the cove and the left bank of the main river. 

I continued to march with the left wing via the scene of Dade’s massacre, Pelaklikaha, and the upper 
crossing of the Ocklawaha. On the night of the 22d our camp was fired upon by a party of six or eight 
of the enemy. One man and two horses were slightly wounded. At daylight a detachment of horse was 
put in pursuit of the enemy; but at the end of a few miles the trail was lost between some of those ham- 
mocks, swamps, and ponds which everywhere abound. Another small party of the enemy was met on the 
morning of the 24th, and which might have been cut off from the nearest hammock, .but for a false move- 
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ment made by the company of horse constituting the advance guard. The horses and packs of the party 
were captured; but, after halting and scouring a succession of hammocks, which were, as far as practi- 
cable, surrounded by the horse, we found ourselves eluded by every Indian. I mention these mortifying 
incidents to show the character of the enemy and the nature of the country. The foot broke into ham- 
mocks where a goat could not penetrate, and the horse rapidly took up the positions assigned; but the 
enemy, in all such cases, contrive to escape by secret passages, which afterwards can but rarely be 
found. 

When at the distance of twenty-three miles, I took an escort of two mounted companies, and pro- 
ceeded to Volusia on the 24th. Finding there the United States steamer the Essayons, 1 embarked in her, 
and, with a guard of only seventeen men, determined to penetrate by the St. John’s the southern part of 
the peninsula as far as practicable. Colonel Gadsden, Captain Canfield, and Lieutenant Johnston, accom- 
panied me to note the course and depth of the river, together with the general topography of the country, 

We found no difliculty in passing up to the head of Lake Monroe, and might have carried to that point a 
draught of eight or nine feet of water. The distance ascended is 200 miles see the mouth of the river, 
and 60 from Volusia. We found the river beyond the lake nearly as bold as below, and if we could have 
crossed the bar at the entrance, we do not doubt that we might have gone fifty or seventy miles further 


towards Cape Florida; but, unfortunately, our boat drew more than four feet, and we only found four on 


the bar. 
This reconnoissance was made with a view to several objects. Ll was anxious to discever whether the 


Indians had any settlements on the upper part of the river; to find out the place of concealment for their 
women, children, and negroes; to give to the well-disposed among the latter an opportunity of commu- 
nicating with us; to observe trails and crossings, and particularly to find a good point, as far in the inte- 
rior as practicable, for the establishing of a new post before the recommencement of active operations on 
our part. Such point we found about eight miles below Lake Monroe, on the east bank. A leading trail 
passes throngh it. Here we took the ferry canoe in ascending, and here, on returning, a sharp fire was 
thrown in upon us by a party of ten-or fifteen Indians, who lay concealed in high grass on the west side. 
But for their timidity they might have killed the four oflicers, who were standing exposed on the bow of 
the boat. They fired from a distance of 300 yards. 

Brigadier General Eustis arrived with the body of the left wing at Volusia on the 25th. The garri- 
son he had left there, under Major Gates, had been sharply attacked on the 14th by, perhaps, 80 Indians. 
Two of our men, who happened to be outside, were killed, and possibly the enemy lost as many, but no 
sortie was made. 

Before the arrival of Eustis, I had planned an expedition to Spring Garden, consisting of the two com- 
panies of horse that had escorted me and 60 volunteers of the garrison, The detachment returned without 
discovering any recent signs of the enemy. 

All the volunteers of the left wing marched, under Colonel Goodwyn, on the morning of the 28th, for St. 
Auenstine, via Tomoca, &c. Brigadier Generals Eustis and Bull, both being much indisposed, came down’ 
the river with me. The regulars were left to garrison Volusia, and to superintend the evacuation of the 
post, which had already become extremely sickly. Many eases of malignant bilious fever had occurred, 
which, in the opinion of some of the physicians, threatened the approach of the yellow fever. By the 
aid of two boats, the Santee and the Essayons, the evacuation may be completed in a week. Colonel 
Goodwyn and the two regiments of volunteers may be expected to reach St. Augustine, with the 
baggage train, in four days from this time. He will pursue any fresh Indian trail he may cross, 

To hisave had, as yet, no report from Brigadier General Clinch. I learn, however, unofficially, that he 
reached Fort Drane on the 26th, without finding, in his march, any party of the enemy exceeding fifteen 
r twenty. 

From Colonel Smith, who, with the Louisiana volunteers, went on an expedition up the Pease creek, 
via Charlotte harbor, nothing had been heard when I left Tampa Bay. I may receive his report via St. 
Mark’s and Tallahassee in ten or twelve days. One, from Major Read, who commanded the expedition up 
the Withlacoochee (from its mouth) may be expected in the same time, and also a third from Colonel 
Lindsay. On the receipt of all these reports I shall be able to form a pretty accurate opinion of the 
measures to be pursued to put an end to this war, which must be recommenced at a better season and 
with very different means. On our side, so far, nothing of importance has been achieved. 

Tam more than ever persuaded that the whole force of the enemy, including the negroes, does not 
exceed 1,200 fighting men; it is probably something less. Of that force Tam equally confident that not 
500 have, at any time since the cominencement of hostilities, been brought within the same ten miles 
square. In all our operations within the last thirty days we have not found a party of more than perhaps 
130, oe parties of from ten to thirty have been encountered almost everywhere. No Indian woman, 
f one, has been seen in that time. Those non-combatants (it has been 


child, or negro, nor the trace of 
nee to us all) have been removed beyond the theatre of our operations. [They were, no doubt, even 


while the parley was going on with General Gaines on the Tth of March, moving off to the southe ast, 
beyond Pease creek and Lake Tohopkelika, and in that almost inaccessible region they are now concealed, 
That officer, it is said, caused Powell and his chiefs to be informed, by way of inducing them to agree to 
accept the Withlacoochee as a temporary boundary, that large armies were approaching which would fill 

The wily chiefs profited by the information; sent 


up the Indian country or crush everything in the way. 
In this way Powell expects to make 


off their families and dispersed their warriors into small parties. 
good his threat, viz: Lhat he would protract the war three years. | 
To end it in [less time} [I am now persuaded that not less than 3,000 regular troops are indispensable; 
2,400 foot and about 600 horse. The country to be scoured and oce ae requires that number.| I have 
no particular desire to conduct the operations of the new forces; that is a duty which I shall neither 
solicit nor decline. 
(Of the above force, 3,000 good trvops, (not volunteers, ) five hundred will be necessary to garrison 
five posts for the deposit of supplies. set one on the St. Johi’s, seven miles below Lake George; one up the 
Pease creek, say 15 miles above Charlotte harbor; one at Tampa Bay; one 12 miles from the Gulf of 
Mexico, up the Withlacoochee, and one on de same river, near the Fort King road, with 160,000 rations 
deposited at Tampa Bay, and thirty or forty thousand at each of the other posts. Five columns with 
haversacks and a few one-horse carts may operate securely and with every prospect of success, at least 
to the north and west of Charlotte harbor. For the country below additional means will be wanted, viz: 
two or three steamers of alight draught of water and fifty or sixty barges of different sizes capable of 


carrying from ten to fifty men each. 
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I give these items in order, if approved, that the necessary appropriations may be asked at once. I 
beg leave to add, in haste, that new regiments, or regiments of recruits, would be worth little or nothing 
in this war. I will therefore earne stly recommend that the companies of the old regiments be extended 
to eighty or ninety privates each, Recruits mixed up with old soldiers in June or July would become 
effective by the first of December; and I repeat that operations cannot be carried on by any troops 
whatever in this peninsula, except between the 20th of November and the end of April. The intermediate 
period is too hot or too sic kly to be endured. } 

The boat is about to depart, and I must for the present conclude. 

At the end of January I asked for troops of the governors of several States. The last of the South 
Carolinians arrived at St. Augustine on the 9th of March, and at Volusia the 2: sth; the Georgians, in part, 
arrived at Fort Drane about the same time, but six companies of horse not till the 9th of this month, after 
the campaign was nearly over. As it was impossible for them to join cither of the columns, Lieutenant 
Colonel Crane sent them back to their homes 

The Alabama regiment, that was expected to reach Tampa Bay about the 25th of February, did not 
reach that place till (I think) the 13th of March. These extraordinary delays it was impossible for me 
to foresee or to guard against. 

A portion of the Georgians have just arrived here to embark for their homes, and the remainder of 
the same quota will follow. The South Carolinians will be discharged at St. Augustine and Jacksonville. 

I shall write again by the first opportunity. In the meantime I shall, here or at St. Augustine, await 
the orders of the department. 

I remain, with great respect, your most obedient servant, 
WINFIELD SCOTT. 
Brigadier General R. Jones, Adjutant General United States Army. 





No. 117. 


Heapquarrers ARMY OF THE Sovutu, Columbus, Georgia, June 14, 183 


Sir: I perceive that Governor Call has obtained permission to make a summer campaign nee the 
Seminole Indians. With all my heart I wish him success, but more than fear, whatever the amount and 
description of his forces, heat and sickness will defeat him. 

I hardly think he will be able to raise, under the late volunteer act, more than 200, possibly 300, 
men, and they will not be highly effective. Of the regulars left by me in positions on Alachua and 
Suwance frontiers, many, I learn, have already fallen sic k, and I have reported that no volunteers can be 
counted on from this quarter. The only reinforcement the governor can, with certainty, expect, in any 
short time, is the detachment from Baton Rouge, which, at his suggestion, I have ordered back to Florida. 

Not doubting, then, that an attempt to operate in the summer as low as the Withlacoochee will be 
attended with great loss from sickness, and must inevitably fail from that cause alone, however ample 
the means, I beg leave earnestly to call the attention of the government to the only plan and to the par- 
ticular means which, in my humble opinion, can give success. 

The Seminole Indians are not formidable from their numbers. Of fighting men, including blacks, I 
do not believe they have more than 1,200 in all Florida, and I am morally certain that, of that number, not 
more than 500 have been embodied at any time since the commencement of hostilities. The strength of 
this enemy consists in the extent of the country he occupies, and still more in the frightful nature of its 
surface. The country west of the Suwanee, in which the campaign of 1818 was prosecuted with success, 
is a bowling-green compared to that be low the Withlacooche e, not to mention that beyond Pease creck 
and Lake Tohopkelika . Those who have only seen the first can form no idea of the second and third 
districts mentioned. Fancy a surface checkered at convenient distances for the Indians with hammocks, 
cypress swamps, savannas, and scrubs. Every hammock and scrub is more difficult, being p: ‘e-occupied 
with Indians, to storm and to carry than any fieldwork it was my fortune to take in C anada. With the 
advantage of those innumerable fastnesses, if the enemy continues his late policy of sending off to the 
Everglades his families, and of breaking up his warriors into small parties, who shall say that he can 
beat such an enemy in a given time? Nota Wayne, nor any other great commander against Indians, 
living or dead, could venture to say that he could do it in a single season. 

The season for operations in Florida is from the 25th of November to the end of April. I assert that 
an army cannot be safely put into the field earlier nor continued later. With the best possible troops, 
3,000 is the minimum force re quired. To obtain the recruits wanted, every man serving in this particular 
war ought to have pledged to him, at the end of it, a bounty of 160 acres of land, (not Florida land, that 
would be a fraud,) and every officer should receive a gratuity at the commencement of the campaign of 
not less than three months’ pay; for I repeat that the war against the Seminole Indians is one of unmiti- 
gated privation and suffering, without the least possible expectation of fame or glory to individuals. 
Without the bounty of 160 acres of land to each enlisted soldier, I am confident, from the present high 
price of labor throughout the country, the number of recruits required cannot be obtained. 

I have heretofore stated that five posts ought to be established in the country at or just before the 
commencement of operations: Tampa Bay, the falls of the Withlacoochee, the great crossing of the 
same river, on Pease creek, and seven miles below Lake Monroe, not Lake George, as I wrote in my lecter 
of the 30th of April. Between those posts the troops should operate with such subsistence as they may 
take in their haversacks and a few one-horse carts, and each horseman taking, at the commencement of 
each expedition, three bushels of corn in his saddle, and leading his horse for the first eight days. 

The one-horse carts (about one hundred) should be light and yet strong, with a water-proof covering. 
The tire should be four and a half inches in width, and made of rolled boiler iron. These carts ought to 
be ordered in time, and, when ready, sent to Tampa Bay, Fort Drane, and Picolata; 59 to the first place, 
25 to the second, and 25 to the third. Three steamboats of good burden, but of light draught of water, 
for the Gulf of Mexico, and a fourth, of the same description, for the St. John’s river, ought also to be 
ordered in the course of the summer. 

With the forces and means here hastily enumerated, I repeat that, by able combinations, it will be 
possible, in a single season, to drive the enemy’s parties out of the country between the W ithlacoochee 
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and Charlotte harbor, and accomplish something advantageous in the Everglades at the same time, with 
the further aid of fifty or sixty barges, which ought to be ordered to be provided with the steamboats. 
These views I hold it to be my duty again to present. I wish, for the good of the country, that I 
had the influence with the Executive and Congress to cause them to be adopted. Perhaps, after the trial 
and failure of other plans and means, they may, by the autumn of 1837, find favor in those quarters. 
I have the honor to remain, with high respect, sir, your obedient servant, 


WINFIELD SCOTT. 


IIon. Lewts Cass, Secretary of War 





No. 118. 


ApJuTANT Grenerat’s Orrice, Washinglon, May 5, 1836. 


Sir: Your communication of the 12th of April, reporting the operations of the army in Florida 
under your command, since your departure from Fort Drane, and of your arrival at Fort Brooke, Tampa 
Bay, has been submitted to the President, and this day to the Secretary of War. I am happy to inform 
you that the President approves your intended plan of operations, and deems it very important that the 
movement against the negroes, women, and children of the hostile Indians should be vigorously prose- 
cuted, fully persuaded as he is that the capture of these and the destruction of their settlements would 
best insure the speedy termination of the war. 

Iam desired by the Secretary of War to say that, from the tenor of your report, as well as by the 
communication he has just received from the governor of Florida, it is probable that, owing to the 
approaching season of the year, the campaign in the field cannot be much longer vigorously pushed. In 
this event you will make a judicious selection of the posts necessary to be occupied by the troops during 
the interval of active operations which may be best calculated to protect the frontier inhabitants and 
prevent Indian depredations of any kind. For this purpose all the regular troops, including the 4th 
infantry, must be kept on duty in Florida. 

A bill making provision for the raising of volunteer troops is now pending in Congress, and soon, 
it is presumed, will become a law ; in which case you may expect such reinforcements as may be neces- 
sary for the public service, relative to which the views of the department will hereafter be communicated, 

The Secretary of War also desires me to communicate to you his wish that you may confer with the 
governor of Florida, in order that such other measures for the effectual defence of Florida may be adopted 
if necessary, and which could not otherwise so well be carried into effect as by a co-operation between 
the territorial government and commanding general in the field. The Secretary of War, reposing great 
confidence in the judgment and prudence of Governor Call, wishes a mutual interchange of views and 
opinions, as he has so expressed himself to the governor with regard to the commanding general in 
Florida. 

lam, sir, with great respect, your obedient servant, 
R. JONES, Adjutant General. 
Major General Scorr, Commanding in Florida, Fort Drane, Florida. 


No. 119. 
Ieapquarters Army oF Fiorina, St. Augustine, May 11, 1836. 


Sir: Much indisposed, I have been waiting for the arrival of a steamer in order to write to you, for 
IT have much to report and to explain. After a long delay the boat has come, and yet I am scarcely able 
to hold up my head for twenty minutes at a time. 

With this you will receive a copy of Brigadier General Clinch’s report of his march from Tampa 
Bay, and copies of several other letters from same source. 

It will be seen from the latter of those communications that the Indians have already recommenced 
their depredations and murders in the Fort Drane vicinity, and that there is but little hope of embodying 
any respectable number of the inhabitants as mounted men to aid in their own defence. I had, under 
the circumstances, authorized Clinch to raise, in the usual form, and to muster into service, eighty or one 
hundred, Such addition to the nine companies of United States troops there would, I suppose, be sufficient 
to scour and free that frontier of the enemy, an order having been given by me to remount Wharton’s 
detachment of United States dragoons from the spare horses of the wagon train, I learn that about sixty 
mounts can be furnished him in all. 

I have consented to retain Fort King, and many days ago approved of the reinforcement of an 
additional company being sent there. 

The resignation of Brigadier General Clinch was forwarded a week ago. The army will lose in this 
oflicer one of its best commanders. In the same package a like tender on the part of Captain Thruston 
was forwarded. On the earnest solicitation of each, founded ou private interests of the utmost importance, 
they were allowed to retire (about this time) from the army, and to await the decision of the War 
Department. I soon afterwards learned that Captain Thruston would have much preferred a leave of 
absence. If his resignation has not been accepted, I trust that such indulgence may be accorded. He is 
highly gifted for any kind of war ; but, from his knowledge of this country and the enemy, he would be 
of the greatest value on the recommencement of hostilities. Perhaps, with handsome promotion, he may 
be permanently retained in the army. He is worthy of a lieutenant colonelcy. 

_ When Clinch shall retire, the command in that quarter will devolve on Lieutenant Colonel Bankhead, 
every way capable, if his health were better. He is very infirm from extreme fatigue, and T learn can 
scarcely walk or mount his horse. Brigadier General Clinch recommends him for leave of absence for 
the recovery of his health; and as soon as I can spare Major Gates or Major Heileman, I shall send a 
leave to the lieutenant colonel whose recent services, independent of all former claims, entitle him to high 


consideration. 
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I enclose a copy of my Order No, 46. General Eustis is engaged in mounting two companies of his 
regiment, using the horses of his baggage train with wagon-saddles. Some few common saddles will be 
purchased to complete the number wanted. About cighty-five mounted men may thus be obtained with 
very little cost to the United States ; for the horses will be wanted on the return of cold weather, and in 
the meantime they could not be sold tiis side of Tallahassee for ten per centum of their value. The two 
mounted regular companies will be worth more than twice the number of foot. The men are now a little 
awkward in the saddle. In a week they will be quite respectable, and after two months twice as effective 
as mounted volunteers. Forty men of Dimmock’s company, the only one here at the time, was hastily 
mounted on the 7th and sent to pursue a trail seen about five miies from this place. The citizens who 
went out as guides, after travelling some cight miles, declared that the signs were simply those of the 
country cattle, and the captain returned. On the morning of the 8th we received a report that a party 
of Indians were at the Metansas, had captured the slaves of Hernandez and Dupont, and would ro doubt 
destroy the fixtures at both plantations. Captain Dimmock was again hastily mounted and despatched. 
At a little distance from Dupont’s place, a small party of the enemy were overtaken, at least three killed and 
several wounded. Dimmock lost a private killed, and had a sergeant and three privates wounded. Two 
of his horses were also killed. The Indians, as usual, availed themselves of a near hammock, and fought 
better than they have commonly done. They lost their horses and packs, of which they had robbed the 
plantations. All Dupont’s negroes escaped ; but the enemy had secured three belonging to Hernandez, 
It is hoped they will also escape on being next approached by the horse. Lieutenant Irwin, with Saunders’s 
company, Which it is proposed to keep mounted, will march out to-morrow to Dupont’s place, where a 
company of foot will be placed in garrison. The families and negroes I hope will be soon reassured. 
Everything south has been long destroyed. 

The handsome check given to the enemy on the 8th will render him more cautious. Without horses, 
succor would not have arrived till the neighborhood had been desolated. 

Both on the 7th and 8th application was made for volunteers from the South Carolina foot. One 
man marched with Dimmock the first day; the same man and six others the second. The time of these 
troops being out between the 8th and the 20th, no more would volunteer, either to go by water, on foot, 
or horseback. On inquiry it was found useless to issue an order, as the colonel (Brisbane) could not 
pledge himself that it would be obeyed. He was, on the contrary, certain that it would be disregarded. 
Goodwyn’s regiment of horse was already across the St. John’s, at Jacksonville, and the remaining com- 
panies of regulars (four) were at Picolata, engaged in handling and securing the public property at that 
depot. Merchant’s company had, a few days before, gone to Garey’s Ferry, where it will establish itself 
for the summer, &c. 

I have been using every measure in my power to cause a company of mounted volunteers to be 
raised on this side of the St. John’s, to aid the inhabitants to defend the country. I would prefer that 
the company should consist of at least sixty-four privates; but have offered to accept one with forty, and 
give it three officers. It is very doubtful whether even that minimum can be engaged. With such 
company, under tolerable officers, the two companies of mounted regulars, and the three of foot, I do not 
doubt that entire security may be given to the whole of the remaining settlements. 

The little United States steamer, the Essayons, will be useful in effecting the same object. By 
frequently passing up the river as far as Lake George, it will be rendered very hazardous for parties of 
Indians to cross the river to join in depredations on the Alachua frontier, or on this side of the St. John’s. 
The parties which infest those districts cannot, I should think, exceed one hundred and fifty in the whole. 
Sixty Indians, however, but for the presence of regulars, would depopulate this part of the Territory 
in a season. 

I have received no report from Colonel Smith, who, from Tampa, went up the Pease creek. None 
has been received from Colonel Lindsay, who was left, on the 20th ultimo, on the Big Withlacoochee, 
preparing a fortified camp for his wagons before scouring the forks. From the bad dispositions of the 
Alabama regiment, his principal force, I expect to hear that the duty of that column has been slurred 
over. 

But the most extraordinary and disgraceful delinquency committed by any corps has occurred in the 
expedition intrusted to Major Read. He has not condescended to report to me; but from Governor Calls 
letter that was forwarded to Washington, I infer that the major scarcely looked into the Withlacoochee. 

His written orders, drawn up by Colonel Gadsden, directed him “ to penetrate as far into the interior 
as may be found practicable and consistent with the security of your command.” And I said to him on 
rach of the two following days, in the strongest and the most precise terms, that he would ascend the 
river to the first impediment in its navigation, which was understood to be twelve miles up. I desired 
him to sketch the windings and the banks of the river, and particularly to note a site, with wood at hand, 
and as uear the falls as practicable, for a military post, the importance of which I fully explained. This 
man has, at Tallahassee, caused a statement to be made declaring that I had refused him permission to 
ascend the Withlacoochee! and again, presuming the statement to have been furnished by him, he denies 
having ever heard that possibly he might find a block-house and garrison established near the falls of the 
river. Now, I affirm that it was generally knowa, throughout the right wing of the army, that it was 
just possible that Major McLemore (a highly meritorious Floridian) had made such establishment. The 
possibility was mentioned to Major Read; and although Colonel Gadsden by accident omitted the subject 
in the letter of instructions, yet, when the major saw half of a flat, rudely cut in two, that which was 
extremely doubtful before became a matter of the most perfect certainty; and if the major had been 
bound home, without other orders, it immediately became his imperious duty to go instantly to the relief 
of his countrymen. The flat could never have belonged to Indians, and it would not have been destroyed 
if the garrison had returned by water to the Suwanee, and Major Read knew it could only have returned 
by water. 

Associated with such officers and men, no man’s honor is safe. An act of sheer cowardice is sup- 
ported by at least two distinct falsehoods. 

I feel and know the risk I incur by the use of this language. Major Read is the favorite of Governor 
Call, and his excellency’s support may well turn the tables against me at Washington. 

I nust again repeat that, although I believe that eight hundred or fewer regulars might easily beat 
the whole of the Seminole warriors, if they would stand, yet, at least three thousand of the best troops are 
required to finish this war. 
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I have written the foreeoine sick and in haste. Ina few days T hope to be well again, when T shall 
é ? e e ’ 


attempt to give, succinctly, the causes which have defeated the operations; the first of which is, the late 


day on which IT was ordered to Florida 
I remain, with respect, your most obedient servant, . 
WINFIELD SCOTT. 


Brigadier General Jones, Adjutant General United States Army. 


No. 120. 


Hrapaqvarters Ricur Wine Fiorina Army, Fort Drane, April 27, 1836. 

Sir: I have the honor to submit the following report of the operations of this wing of the army since 
marching from Tampa Bay, in obedience to your order of April 1a. No, 98. 

On the 14th instant the wing, composed of the following force, viz: artillery, 278; dismounted 
dragoons, 43; fourth infantry, 202; Augusta volunteers, 139; mounted men, 140; total, 802, marched on 
its return to Fort Cooper, making shorter distances than before, in Consequence of the inereased heat of 
the weather and the debilitated condition of the horses. All the sick, to the number of 80, had been left 
in hospital at Fort Brooke. On the L7th, the fourth day of the march, arrived within three miles of Fort 
Cooper and halted. On the morning of the 18th despate hed some light wagons, escorted by Malone’s 
and Campbell’s companies of mounted men, with instructions to Major Cooper to join me. These escort 
companies had pita to within halfia mile of his position, when, as they were passing a hammock, 
they were fired upon by the enemy, and Lieutenant Dawson and private Howard severely wounded. 
This information being brow: eht back to me, and apprehending that they might have encountered a large 
body of Indians, I sent out the commandant of the right column, Colonel Bankhead, with a battalion of 
artillery, to reinforce the detachment; before his arrival the enemy had retired. Major Cooper joined me 
in the course of the day. My reasous for halting were to give the horses a day’s rest, and because near 
that point the trail which, according to my instructions, I was to pursue diverged to the right and rear. 

major Cooper had been invested by the enemy from the 5th until the 17th of April. In the course 
of daily skirmishing with them he lost one killed and five wounded. With this you will find a copy of 
his report. His conduct and that of his officers and men deserves, and J have no doubt will receive, the 
highest gratitude of their country, as they displayed great coolness and firmness under the most trying 
circumstances, Major Cooper estimates the force around him at 250; there were probably more, though 
not in view. 

On the 19th marched, and, at the distance of four miles, eame to the river, followed the course of the 
river bend seven miles and encamped; 20th, continued the march up the river seven miles to the Tampa 
road, at Colonel Lindsay’s position, and encamped. The distance from the old Indian town, (my position 
on the 18th,) three miles from Fort Cooper, on the trail to Camp Chisholm, to the crossing of the Withla- 
coochee, on the Tampa road, is eighteen miles. The course for the first fourteen miles, southeast by south, 
and for the last four northeast. At the distance of three miles above the old Indian town the lake 
cdenscierageataie: or range of ponds, which we first struck on 30th March, terminates. The approaches 
toward the river between the ponds (if they be ponds and not a lake) were narrowly searched, with 
a view to ascertain whether any access to a position for operation between the ponds and the river could 
be observed; Tam satisfied that there is noue. The only trail above the Indian town leads across the 
river ata point which we discovered to be the upper termination of the ponds by pursuing this trail. 

The course of my route corresponds very nearly with the course (supposed) given to the river 
by Colonel Gadsden in his draft. The bend of the river is more regularly curved than he has made it. 

No ford practicable for wagons could be discovered, though there are several new-worn trails lead- 
ing across. | have every reason to believe, from the sign which we observed in the route, that a con- 
siderable proportion of the enemy inhabits this region of country, ny in detached parties, and that their 
last place of retreat will be either between the forks of the river or between the ponds and the river, and 
that the true plan of operations against them will be that first designed by you; that is, by a force from 
Pelaklikaha, a foree ascending by my route, and a corresponding one on the north side. The Indians 
can cross the river at various places with such facility that no single aa can proceed against them 
21st. Crossed both branches of the river by the Tampa road, having left 


with any certainty of success. 
22d. 


with Colonel Lindsay the fourth infantry, and taken up the mounted escort and Nelson’s company. 
On this day one of the flankers (Bostick) was fired on as he passed very near a hammock. His horse was 
wounded under him. Prompt pursuit was made, but without success; the Indians retreated through the 
thick undergrowth too rapidly to be overtaken. 

23d and 24th. Continued the march to Fort King, capturing and driving along about two hundred 
head of cattle. 25th. After leaving a supply of ammunition at Fort King marched to Fort Drane. Men 
and horses much exhausted by sickness and the heat of the weather; another day’s march would have 
oceasioned the abandoning a part of the train; fifteen horses and mules died on the road, and eight were 


turned out that could not be got along by leading. 

I must be permitted to express my high approbation of the gallant feeling manifested on all occa- 
sions by both officers and men under the most trying circumstances attendant on along and fatiguing 
march through a country almost unknown to the white man, and in charging through swamps and ham- 
mocks wherever the track of the enemy was visible; all of which they bore without a murmur, and with 
I cannot close this communication without expressing my high gratification at 
difficulty occurred in the right wing from the time we left Fort 
best and kindest feelings existed between the different corps 


the greatest firmness. 
being able to say that not the smallest 
Drane until our return to it, and that the 
composing the wing; and the only rivalry, who should occupy the post of danger, 
Iam, sir, with the highest respect we —— your most obedient servant, 


L. CLINCH, Brig. Gen. U. S. Army, Commanding. 


Major General Scort, Commanding. 
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No. 121. 


Heapquarters Ricur Wrxe Fiorina Army, Fort Drane, April 27, 1836. 

Sir: My report of this date will inform you of the operations of the right wing since we left Tampa 
Bay. The four companies moanted volunteers from Georgia have been ordered to return to their homes. 
The two companies from Augusta, commanded by Captains Robinson and Bones, took up the line of 
march this morning for Augusta via Picolata, and the Louisiana volunteers left sick at this post when 
that gallant regiment left this will march in the morning under the command of Lieutenant Wieht, with 
the wagon train for Garey’s Ferry, there to await your orders and transportation. There will be upwards 
of one hundred men, who will Jeave in the morning, that will require transportation on their arrival at 
Garey’s Ferry. This disposition of the regular troops, so as to give the greatest protection and security 
to the inhabitants and their property, is one of much difficulty; and, owing to my peculiar situation, is 
one of great delicacy, but it must be met. As it is generally considered that the occupancy and defence 
of this post is one of much importance to the military operations against the Indians, I have deemed it 
necessary to garrison it with five Companies of artillery, and Captain Wharton’s company of dragvons, 
from which a strong detachment will be sent to protect the property and provisions at Oakland, about six 
miles northeast from this post. IT would strongly recommend the remounting of the whole of Captain 
Wharton’s company with the least possible delay, as I consider it impossible to give quiet and protection 
to the country without this species of force to aid and assist the troops acting as infantry. I shall order one 
company to take post at or near Micanopy, and the remaining company to Fort King, and I do not think 
this force sufficient to keep the Indians within their former limits, without the aid of one hundred and 
fifty or two hundred mounted men from the adjacent counties. It is believed that if proper encourage- 
ment is given, that two or three companies of mounted volunteers can be raised for the period of six 
months, as many of the inhabitants will be prevented from making crops this year, and will, of course, 
be out of employment, and, if not employed by the government, will be compelled to leave the country 
with their families. These men are well acquainted with the country, and could, with the assistance of the 
regular troops, scour that part of it lying between the settlements and the cnemy, so as to deter them, 
except in very small parties, from harassing the settlements. These men should be permitted to subsist 
themselves and horses as far as practicable, should they preter doing so, as it is believed this plan would be 
most convenicnt to themselves and less expensive to the government, as their horses could do with very 
little corn when well grazed. 1 would, therefore, respectfully but strongly recommend the raising of this 
force as soon as practicable, and of stationing it at some point that will give the greatest protection to 
the country. About 2 o’clock on the morning of the 20th instant the Indians made an attack on this 
place, but were met and repulsed by the garrison commanded by Captain Lendrum, They succeeded, 
however, in carrying off three of my negroes and seventeen public horses. On the night of the 25th 
instant the cotton and gin-house belonging to Colonel McIntosh was burnt, and the loss estimated at 
about five thousand dollars. The accompanying letter contains all the information received from the 
command established on the Withlacoochee, and unless relieved by Major Read I am fearful their situation 
will be a critical one. The major must, however, have reached that puint long ere this. 

I ain, with high respect, your most obedient, 
D. L. CLINCH, Brigadier General United States Army, Commanding. 


Major General W. Scorr, Commanding Florida Army, Pensacola. 





No. 122. 
TALLAHASSEE, April 26, 1836. 

Sir: A few days since I received a communication from Major McLemore, stationed on the Suwanee 
frontier, informing me that, under orders from General Scott, he had ascended the Withlacoochee river, 
and erected a block-house on the south bank some ten or twelve miles above its mouth, and that he had 
left a garrison of 40 men in the block-house, and a large quantity of corn and pickled beef. This morning, 
at daylight, Major Read, of the Florida battalion, arrived at this place from the Withlacoochee, bringing 
the intelligence that he discovered at the mouth of the river one-half of a large flatboat, which had 
been cut in two apparently with a dall axe, and by an inexperienced hand. His description corresponds 
with that given of the boat left at the block-house by Major McLemore, and I have every reason to fear 
that the block-house has been taken and the garrison massacred by the Indians. Colonel Read reports 
that he saw a number of fires extending along the coast as far west as the head of Wacassa bay, 
and has no doubt of there being a large number of Indians in that quarter. I have thought it proper to 
communicate this intelligence to you, and would respectfully suggest the propriety of sending a force to 
the block-house to ascertain the fate of the garrison, and if they are still safe, to bring them off, unless it 
should be deemed more expedient by the commanding general to continue the force at that place. The 
detachment sent on this service should be strong enough to meet a considerable force, as I have no doubt 
of there being a large body of the enemy in that neighborhood. The block-house cannot be more than 
thirty-five or forty miles from Fort Drane; but, should it be impracticable for you to send a sufficient force 
by land to ascertain its fate, I have ordered a fortified boat to be in readiness at Suwanee Old Town to 
proceed with a part of the men at that place to the relief of the garrison, and transport it back to the 
Old Town, unless the commanding general should otherwise direct. You will, therefore, be pleased to 
send an express to Major McCants, commanding at the Old Town, and inform him whether troops have been 
sent by land to the relief of the block-house, or whether the boat, which will be in readiness, shall be 
sent on that service. Major Read was not apprised that there was a block-house and garrison on the 
Withlacoochee until his arrival at St. Mark’s and the disbanding of his command. 

The report of his examination at the mouth of the Withlacoochee w Il be made owt in a few days. 

It is reported on good authority that the Creek Indians have recently manifested a restless disposi- 
tion, and some apprehension is expressed of approaching hostility with them. 

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
R. K. CALL, Governor of Florida. 
General Scort, or officer commanding Fort Drane, Florida. 
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No. 123. 


Forr Danyey, Suwanee Old Town, April 11, 1836. 

Sir: In accordance with an order received through Colonel James Gadsden from Major General 
Scott, Major McLemore advanced up the Withlacoochee with provisions, and established a block-house 
about four miles below the rapids or falls. ‘There are between 500 and 700 bashels of corn at this post, 
defended by about 40 men. The position is eligible and commanding, and there is no difficulty in’ trans- 
porting any quantity of provisions as far as the rapids in flats or boats defended by bulwarks. ‘There is 
at the station a fine large flat of this kind. Soon after our arrival at this post we were visited by an 
Indian dog, once in the morning and a second time in the afternoon, when he was shot by one of the 
sentinels. With this exception, we saw no sign of Indians recently made, 
3y order of Major MeLemore, commandant. 


dy 
. 


J. McCANTS, Adjutant. 





The Orricer Commanpant at Fort Drane. 


No. 124. 


Heapquarters Ricur Wine Fiorma Arny, Port Drane, April 29, 1836. 

At a council convened this evening to consider a proposition submitted by the brigadier general com- 
manding, were present— 

Brigadier General Clinch; Lieutenant Colonel Bankhead, Captain Thruston, Captain Lee, 3d artillery; 
Captain Tompkins, Ist artillery; Captain Foster, Major Cooper, Georgia volunteers; Captain Lendrum, 
3d artillery; Captain Wharton, dragoons; Captain Seymour and Captain Brown, Georgia volunteers. 

The question proposed was, on information furnished by a letter from Governor Call, that a detach- 
ment of Florida militia had ascended the Withlacoochee river, nine miles above its mouth, on the 2d of 
April, under Major McLemore, and that, after constructing a block-house, had left there forty men, with 
several hundred bushels of corn and a large supply of salted beef; that Major Read, on his arrival at 
Tallahassee on the 26th of April from Tampa Bay, had reported that, in passing the mouth of the Withla- 
cooclhiee, he had discovered a boat cut in two, which he had reason to believe, from the description of the 
boat left with the detachment, to be the same. Governor Call suggests, in his letter to the commanding 
general, the propriety of sending a force from this place to the block-house to learn the fate of the garri- 
son; stating also, if that could not be done, that he had directed a force to go from Suwanee Old Town 
in a fortified beat, (the force to be supplied by a part of Major McCant’s command there,) to the relief of 
the detachment. 

The question submitted was on this information, and it was decided unanimously that a force ade- 
quate to the purpose could not be marched from this post. Not more than three hundred men could be 
raised at all capable of marching; that the physical ability of these is questionable, the whole being just 
returned from a most fatiguing and harassing campaign, in a state too enfeebled by exposure, hard 
marching, and sickness, to undertake a new expedition of 100 miles; that, admitting them to be capable 
in those respects, they are not in sufficient number to enter the heart of the enemy’s country; there being 
no other troops now operating in the Territory, they must expect to encounter the whole strength of the 
enemy, which experience has shown to be competent to resist successfully the attempt of a much larger 
force to cross the Withlacoochee. The bluck-house is on the opposite side. The effort to be made from 
the force here would leave this frontier entirely exposed. 

C. M. THRUSTON, Captain, Acting Adjutant General. 





Herapquarters Army or Fiorina, St. Augustine, May 1, 1836. 

Sir: Your several letters, dated the 27th and 28th ultimo, were received this morning. 

I approve of the disposition you propose to make of the regular companies under your command. 

I wish you to cause to be mounted, as soon as practicable, the whole or the greater part of the detach- 
ment of United States dragoons. For this purpose you will use the public horses in the neighborhood of i 
Fort Drane which may be fit for service, and not indispensable to transport to that place subsistence from 
Picolata or Garey’s Ferry. If you have not serviceable horses and mules sufficient for both objects, some 
can be sent from the left wing. The remaining horses and mules with you, you will take measures to 
have sent to the best district for grazing, and where they may be considered in safety for the summer and 
autumn, as all will be wanted at the recommencement of active operations. Your report on this subject, 
together with an estimate of the resources of the country for grazing and foraging cavalry and draught 
horses, will determine the number of horses I may deem it necessary to send to you. 

Your suggestion that one hundred and fifty or two hundred mounted men, in addition to the detach- 
ment of United States dragoons, should be immediately called for to aid in the defence of the Alachua 
settlements during the summer and autumn, I shall refer to the War Department, believing that the force 
with you, horse and foot, judiciously posted and employed, is sufficient for the present. 

I also wish to learn from you what amount of subsistence for men you now have at Forts Drane and 
King, and what bagegage train is deemed indispensable to supply the required subsistence for the men to 
be posted in that vicinity (say) for the next six months. 

You do not give me the number of the Louisiana detachment ordered to Garey’s Ferry to seek trans- 
portation to New Orleans. I wish you had sent them (if practicable) to St. Mark’s, via Tallahassee. 
Perhaps a packet may be found in Charleston to take them home. 

Send me a return of the regulars under you. 








oo 
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I still think it desirable, on account of the distance, to abandon Fort King—it covers nothing—but 
will take no step on the subiect till I shall have heard again from you, and shall have received the 
instructions of the War Department. In the meantime reinforee the post with the additional company, 
as you have proposed, 

You say nothing as to the discharge of Major Cooper’s battalion of Georgia foot. It may be 
discharged and paid at Garey’s Ferry cr Picolata. Besides Paymaster Lytle, with you, we have here 
Paymasters Kirby and Muhlenberg, both provided with funds. 

By accident, T presume, you omitted to enclose Major Cooper’s report of his defence of Fort Cooper, 

When you shall have made all the arrangements suggested above, you will charge the officer next in 
rank with the defence of the Alachna frontier, and be yourself at liberty to retire. I shall be glad to see 
you here or at Picolata on public business. Your resignation I have with sincere regret forwarded for 
the acceptance of the War Department. The army will lose in you one of its best commanders. I shall 
probably remain in the vicinity for several weeks. 

With high respect and regard, I remain truly yours, 
WINFIELD SCOTT. 


3rigadier General Ciinca, Commanding right wing. 


No. 126. 


Herapquarters Army oF Froripa, St. Augustine, May 1, 1836. 

Sir: [ have this moment received another express from you, bringing Major Cooper’s report, a letter 
from Governor Call, and the opinion of a council of war, held at Fort Drane on the 29th ultimo, 

From the uwo latter papers it appears that a small garrison, placed in a block-house on the Withla- 
coochee on the 2d ultimo, may be considered in extreme peril, if not actually lost, and that the council has 
determined that no succor can be afforded from Fort Drane. It also appears, from Governor Call’s letter, 
that the expedition under Major Read sent by me to the mouth of the Withlacoochee, and to explore that 
river, with a view to the establishment of a post, at some fature day, as high up as practicable, failed to 
ascend the stream even to the distance of nine miles; and, what is equally strange, it does not appear that 
any express has been sent to the Old Town, on the Suwanee, to inform the commanding officer there of 
the necessity of attempting to succor the party on the Withlacoochee with the means suggested by the 
governor in case no relief could be afforded from Fort Drane. Instead of adopting one or the other of 
those measures, the whole difficulty has been referred to me at this distant point, whereby much precious 
time is necessarily lost. 

I differ from the opinion expressed by the council. I believe that two hundred and fifty men would 
be a sufficient force, (a part being mounted,) and that that number might be safely detached from Fort 
Drane and its vicinity. If, then, as I have reason to apprehend, no express has been sent on the subject 
to Governor Call, and the post on the Suwanee, to say that relief cannot be afforded from Fort Drane, it 
is my cpinion and order that the largest practicable and safe detachment be immediately put in march 
from Fort Drane, including regulars and volunteers, and all the dragoons or mounted men that can be 
obtained, to march to a point on the Withlacoochee opposite to the block-house, and there, by aid of a raft 
or swimming, to bring off the garrison, or, at the least, to ascertain its fate. Troops should be instantly 
sent from this vicinity, but for distance and the consequent delay. 

Of Major Read’s failure to ascend tiie Withlacoochee, even to the extent of nine miles, I say nothing 
at present, his report not being yet received. 

Please send a copy of this hasty note to the governor of Florida, 

I remain, with much respect, your most obedient servant, 
WINFIELD SCOTT. 

Brigadier General Crixcn. 


A few light carts should accompany the detachments to the Withlacoochee. 


No. ] 27. 


Herapquarters Ricut Wine Fiorma Army, Fort Drane, May 5, 1836. 

Sir: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letter (No. 2,) dated the Ist instant, in 
which you state that these enclosures from me, to wit: Major Cooper’s report, a letter from Governor Call, 
and a copy of the opinion of a council of the officers, highest in rank at this post, convened on the 29th 
ultimo, had reached you by express. 

The language and tone of that part of your letter which relates to the opinion of the council, and 
the course pursued by the commandant of the right wing in conformity with that opinion, require a few 
remarks from me. Permit me to quote one paragraph of your letter, entirely at variance with the 
information officially communicated by me, as you will perceive by referring again to mine addressed to 
the chief of your staff, which went under cover with the papers acknowledged to have been received 
by you. 

“And, what is equally strange, it does not appear that any express has been sent to the Old Town, 
on the Suwanee, to inform the commanding officer there of the necessity of attempting to succor the 
party on the Withlacoochee with the means suggested by the governor, in case no relief could be 
afforded from Fort Drane.” 

Now, in my letter to Colonel Gadsden, dated 30th ultimo, I report to you that “Z have this morning 
sent ‘off an express to Major McCants with a copy of the governor's letter, and informed him that the 
relief of the block-house on the Withlacoochee could not be undertaken from this point.” (I also sent a 
copy of the opinion of the council to Governor Call, with the same information.) If, therefore, the 
retained copy of my letter of the 30th ultimo be correct, I have “adopted one of those measures” which 
were held out to me. 

It is evident from Governor Call’s letter that, considering it doubtful whether succor could be 
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furnished from this post, he had made other arrangements by which the object in view could be accom- 
plished ; and his reputation as a military man stands too high to leave it doubtful as to the probable 
efficacy of those arrangements. This his letter to you clearly indicated. He had communication with the 
officers and men who established the post on the Withlacoochee—had fall information on the subject, and 
vould not have adopted means not likely to succeed. He certainly knew the difficulties to be encountered, 
and the means which would overcome those difficulties, as the same party had overcome them before. 

Still, thinking it possible that his plan might fail, and feeling satisfied that relief could not be given 
from this point without great sacrifice, | have called on the citizens of the adjacent counties to rally to 
the rescue of their fellow-citizens, and have every reason to expect a successtul issue to my appeal, for I 
think I have taken the most efficient means of embodying them. In a day or twu I hope to have it in my 
power to make a strong effort for the relief of the block-house, or at Ieast to learn its fate. The force of 
which I speak will be mounted—the species of force best calculated for the enterprise. 

As to the other of “those measures,” | am compelled in justice to say that the officers composing the 
council are gentlemen of talent, high and honorable feeling, and that they were ready to attempt anything 
within the range of possibility, if there had been, in their judgment, any necessity for doing so. They 
were, however, perfectly acquainted with the true condition of the men composing this wing—they knew 
them to be enfeebled and worn out by the service in which they had been engaged, and which they had 
performed in a manner that would have done credit to veteran troops. Many of them were about to 
return home, and had still a long march before them. These considerations, and the advanced state of 
the season, forbade, in their judgment, a new expedition to the Withlacoochee, without subjecting it to 
consequences greatly to be deprecated ; and the opinion of the council is sustained by subsequent vccur- 
rences ; the sick are becoming every day more numerous, and the enemy making incursions upon the 
settlements on this frontier which require here all the force at this post. 

I regret to add that Colonel Fitzpatrick, one of my aides-de-camp, whom I sent into the neighboring 
counties to endeavor to raise men for the expedition to the Withl.coochee, has returned without the success 
which I had promised myself. It is now uncertain and not probable that the means will be derived from 
that quarter. 

The plan suggested by Governor Call in his letter will, therefore, be the only one certainly to be relied 
on, and is no doubt now going on. I hope it may prove successful. 

Major Cooper’s battalion will be at Black creek about the Loth, and will require transportation from 
that point, which it is desirable, on every account, to have provided against the arrival of the battalion. 
Its term of service expires on the 18th instant. 

With this I send the return of this post, required by you in your last. 

With sentiments of high respect, | am your most obedient servant, 
D. L. CLINCH, Brigad.er General United States Army, Commanding. 


Major General Scorr, Commanding Florida Army. 


No. 128. 


Heapaqvarters Arvy or Froripa, St. Augustine, May T, 1836. 

Sir: I have had no intelligence from the vicinity of Fort Drane. The last was orally received by 
Captain Drane. 

On reflection, I am now willing to receive into the service of the United States for six months, unless 
sooner discharged, one company of mounted Floridians, to aid in the defence of the Alachua settlements. 
This force, to be accepted, must be strictly organized according to the act of 1792, viz: sixty-four privates, 
four corporals, four sergeants, two musicians, one captain, one first and one second lieutenant, and one 
ensign or cornet. The two musicians are not indispensable, and more than sixty-four privates, say seventy 
or eighty, would be received with the four officers. My meaning is, that the number of officers must not 
exceed four to sixty-four privates. Ifa force of that extent can be raised in the Alachua settlements, let 
it be done as soon as practicable, and let application be made to the governor for the commissions for the 
officers. Without waiting for the instructions of the War Department, I will instantly cause the company 
to be mustered into the service of the United States. 

With Wharton’s detachment of United States dragoons, eight companies of United States foot, and 
the proposed company of mounted men, I am persuaded that the Alachua settlements may easily be 
defended until the return of the season for recommencing active operations against the cnemy. 

Please cause a copy of this letter to be sent to the governor of Florida, and let it be generally known 
in the neighboring settlements that a company of mounted men are wanted and will be accepted. Corre- 
spond with such individuals as may be known to be willing to aid in raising that force, and give all the 
encouragement In your power. 

I have acted on but few applications for leave of absence which have reached me from the neigh- 
borhood of Fort Drane. 

A few only of the officers who have obtained certificates of disability may be permitted, in extreme 
cases, to retire, and to make their application to me at this place. 

A steamer (the Cherokee) is now at Picolata to receive discharged troops, there or at Garey’s Ferry. 
She will be detained a few days longer to await the arrival of Major Cooper’s battalion. 


I remain, with great respect, your most obedient servant, 
WINFIELD SCOTT. 


Brigadier General Ciixcu, or United States officer commanding Tort Drane. 


o 
5 


No. 129. . 


Hrapavarters Army or tHe Centre, Fort Brooke, Florida, May 7, 1836. 
Sir: In obedience to general order, dated at Tampa Bay, April 14, 1836, the force under my command 
marched for the forks of the Withlacoochee river on the evening of the 14th instant. To protect the 
wagon train in its passage over the Hillsborough, part of the command, consisting of the dragoons, 
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United States artillery, and Nelson’s Georgia mounted infantry, was detached with orders to cross the 
river, scour the hammock on the north side, and encamp on the outer edge of the hammock, and there 
await the coming up of the force the next morning. Notwithstanding this precaution, one wagoner, a 
private in Campbell’s company, Alabama regiment of volunteers, was killed by the Indians, and during 
the night the Alabama regiment was fired upon, and a sentinel, a private of Captain Cooper’s company, 
severely wounded. The remainder of our march was eflected without any disturbance from the enemy, 
and, on my arrival at the Withlacoochee, not deeming it advisable to pass my wagon train over the river, 
which was badly bridged, and subject on the approach of the rainy season, now said to be at hand, to 
great freshets, I determined to pack my wagons and artillery, and pass over a light column of infantry 
for the purpose of making the required exploration of the country lying in the forks of the river, retaining 
for the defence of the pack the battalion of the 4th infantry, under the command of Lieutcnant Colonel 
Foster, and the battalion of artillery, under the command of Major Belton. Colonel Chisholm was ordered 
with the regiment of Alabama volunteers to scour the country in the forks, and report all the signs 
coming under his observation indicating the movement or presence of the enemy. ‘This officer preceeded 
with his command down the Big Withlacoochee until he came to a point where the two streams were 
separated from each other by a distance of one and ahalf mile. He then crossed over to the Little With- 
lacoochee, and took up that stream until he fell in with the main road leading from Fort King to Tampa 
Bay, returning to my encampment by that road. For the particulars of his expedition I refer you to his 
report accompanying this con munication, dated Camp Crabb, April 22, 1836. To whatever cause it may 
have been owing, whether to the knowledge, on the part of the Indians, of the concentration of the three 
corps of the army at the Withlacoochee on the 21st and 22d, or to the distraction produced in their views 
by the previous movement of the respective columns towards the point of concentration, I am unable to 
say; but the fact that there was a total absence of all signs indicating the presence or movement of the 
enemy near my position was obvious. It did not occur to me until subsequent events revealed it that 
this tranquillity on the part of the enemy was delusive, and was the mask under which he was preparing 
to strike a blow which he no doubt trusted would crush us. My attention was directed to the execution 
of the ulterior duties connected with the expedition, to wit: the abruption of the post of Fort Alabama, 
and the more forcibly, as the want of forage and the consequent attenuation of my teams began to 
admonish me that my transportation would scarcely be adequate to the effecting even of that object. All 
the disadvantages of inadequate transportation were aggravated by the fact that seventy of the most 
destitute and helpless of sick of Brigadier General Eustis’s army were thrown off upon my corps; two- 
thirds of this number were so reduced and enfeebled as to require transportation in wagons. My own sick, 
in the meantime, had considerably increased, and, on my return to Fort Alabama, instead of being able to 
remove the public property aud stores from the post, as I had intended, I was brought reluctantly to the 
conclusion that the whole of my wagon train was insuflicient for the removal of the sick alone to Tampa 
Bay, and that the abruption of the post must necessarily be deferred until the army could return with its 
transportation relieved from the encumbrance of the sick. Our march to Fort Brooke was not interrupted 
by the enemy; and after resting a day and a half, procuring all the transportation which could be furnished 
by the quartermaster’s department /or the removal of all the public property and stores from Fort Alabama, 
Colonel Chisholm, of the regiment of Alabama volunteers, was ordered, with a detachment composed of his 
own regiment, the battalion of 4th infantry, under Brevet Licutenant Colonel Foster, and a party of twenty 
of the 2d artillery, commanded by Lieutenant Morgan, to remove the trcops at Fort Alabama, break up 
the post, and bring away all the United States property, whether of provisions or ammunition. The com- 
mand had scarcely proceeded three miles from Fort Brooke when they began to discover considerable signs 
of Indians, all the trails leading towards Thlonotosassa creek, and after passing that creek it was equally 
apparent that a party had crossed from the Hillsborough. The detachment, however, moved on unmolested 
to Fort Alabama, effected the duty on which it had been sent, and on the return march was attacked about 3 
o'clock p. m., just as the advance guard was preparing to cross Thlonotosassa creek, a small stream whose 
banks are lined with hammock and scrub, and whose course at this point presented the furm of a horse- 
shoe, thus furnishing the Indians a dense covert, from which they were enabled to fire almost at the same 
moment on the front and both flanks of the column of march. The first fire, as is usually the case with 
Indians lying in ambuscade, and firing, as it may be said, at a rest, was stunning, killing and wounding 
a considerable number of the troops, and many horses of the baggage train, in the centre column, that 
they became ungovernable and rushed furious!y through the ranks of the flank columns, which were for 
moment broken and disordered by them; but it soon occurred to Colonel Chisholm that although the front, rear, 
and flank were nearly simultaneously and vigorously attacked, the real strength of the enemy was directed 
against the advance guard and the front of the column, Accordingly, three companies, under the com- 
mand of Major Taliaferro, were ordered to sustain the companies in the advance and front of the column, 
who were suffering under a severe and galling fire from the enemy, which they vigorously returned. 
With a view to the relief of this part of the column, Lieutenant Colonel Foster also directed Lieutenant 
Morgan, 2d artillery, at the same instant, to open upon the enemy a fire from the six-pounder under his 
charge. The service was very promptly performed by Lieutenant Morgan, under a very heavy fire from 
the Indians, who hoped to silence the piece by cutting down the artillerists, and after a discharge of 
twelve or thirteen rounds, which it is believed galled the Indians very much, Lieutenant Colonel Foster, 
at the head of the infantry, charged into the hammock, attacked and drove the Indians, and thus put an 
end to a conflict which had been kept up with unremitting fierecness and rivalry on both sides for one 
hour. The enemy, as soon as repulsed, became invisible, retreating through the cover of the thick ham- 
mock on the right; and the detachment, after being on the ground long envugh to provide for the carriage 
of the dead and the wounded and gather the scattered horses and teams, resumed the line of march, 
encamped about four miles from the battle ground that night, and returned to Port Brooke early the next 
day. It is impossible to read the reports of Colonel Chisholm and Colonel Foster, herewith forwarded, 
without feeling the highest gratification at the gallantry and coolness of the officers and corps engaged 
in this action. Without intending to detract from the merits of the regular force by saying such conduct 
was expected from them, I must be permitted to observe that many of the companies of the Alabama 
volunteers were placed, for a considerable length of time, under a galling fire, which they sustained and 
returned with a spirit which would have been highly honorable even to older soldiers. The fury of the 
onset and the completeness of the repulse leave us at a loss for the motives of the enemy in making the 
attack with such a disparity of numbers, nor can the difficulty be solved but by the supposition that their 
recent success on the north end of the Withlacoochee has inspired them with an overweening, insolent 
confidence in the superiority of their prowess, or that they rely on that power which makes them invisible 
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in the twinkling of an eye to the enemy which proves too hard for them in the encounter. Prior to the 
return of this detachment to Fort Brooke, one-half of the Louisiana volunteers, with 120 sick of the 
Alabama regiment, had embarked for New Orleans and Mobile. Transportation for the embarkation of 
three more companies of the Alabama volunteers, and the companies remaining of the Louisiana volunteers, 
being in the bay, they were directed to sail for Key West, and land the company of 4th infantry, ordered 
to that post. ‘wo companies of the 4th infantry, under the command of, Brevet’ Major Sands, are in 
readiness to sail for the Suwanee, whenever transportation shall be furnished by the quartermaster’s 
department for that place. Lieutenant Colonel Foster, with the remainder of the battalion of 4th infantry 
not detained here, accompanied the Louisiana volunteers to New Orleans, on his way to Baton Rouge. 
A force of 320 regular soldiers, composed principally of the 2d avtillery and 4th infantry, commanded by 
Major Wilson, of the 4th infantry, will constitute the permanent foree at Fort Brooke. The rainy season 
is believed to have set in, and from what I have seen of it, | think it would be impossible to keep the 
field with bodies of troops without a great and, for any objects which could be accomplished, a wanton 
waste of life. The weather for some days past has presented an alternation of heavy falls of rain, for one 
or two hours continuance, succeeded by a hot sun, thus exhibiting the two great agents of disease, heat 
and moisture, in their most active form. Two stockade redoubts are being constructed and cannon 
mounted in them, with the view to sweep the entire plain on which Port Brooke stands. Parties are also 
detached for clearing off the brush which might cover or conceal the approach of the enemy; and having 
made all the arrangements for the defence of the post, and the disbursement of the force composing the 
centre of the army, I shall embark to-morrow for Mobile, in one of the transports which carries Nott’s 
company. I am urged to this step by thé state of my health, which unfits me for active duties, and which 
could not be restered during the continuance of the rainy season. I have turned over the command to 
Lieutenant Colonel Crabb, who is only waiting for the arrival of transports to take home the remainder 
of the regiment, Alabama volunteers, to Mobile, 
I have the honor to be, sir, with great respect, your obedient servant, 
WAL. LINDSAY, Colonel 2d Artillery. 
Major General W. Scorr, Commanding Army of Florida. 


No, 130. 


Camp Crane, on the Withlacoochee, April 22, 1836. 

Dear Sim: In compliance with your order of the 20th instant, directing a movement of the Alabama 
regiment to be made the next day down the big Withlacoochee, with a view to scour the country in the 
forks of the river, I proceeded from this place on yesterday at sunrise, across the big Withlacoochee, where 
the Fort King road crosses the same, into the forks of the two rivers of that name. My course, after 
leaving the Fort King road, about a mile from the river, was slightly north of west, and down the right 
bank of the stream just named, until I arrived at a hammock, represented by our guide as the “ big ham- 
mock.” At this place I proceeded with the regiment in nearly a north direction for several miles, until I 
reached the little or western branch of the Withlacoochee; thence up that stream for several miles, until 
its course was nearly north; thence, leaving the course of that stream, I proceeded northeast for several 
miles; thence south of cast on my return to the camp, In the course of the scout I crossed several old 
paths, observing continually the appearance of the trails and woods for sign of the enemy. There appeared 
fewer evidences of Indians, cattle, or game in the fork of those streams than in any other suspected 
section of the country through which we have marched. The fresh tracks of a horse proceeding southwest 
with speed, along one of the trails alluded to, was the only recent sigu we discovered of a probable hostile 
movement, The face of the country over which we passed was gencrally high and somewhat rolling, 
with cecasional g@lades, lakes, and small hammocks; the growth was principally pine, with undergrowth 
of palmetto and other shrubbery, until we reached the big hammock, when there was a continuation of 
low land from one fork to the other, covered with live-oak, cypress, and forming one of the most dismal 

places 1 have ever seen. 
Respectfully, &e. 


? 


WM. CHISHOLM, Colonel of the Alabama Regiment. 
Colonel Wa. Lrypsay. 





No. 131. 
Fort Brooke, Tampa Bay, Florida, April 29, 1836. 
Sir: Ihave the honor to report that on the 26th instant, in obedience to your order, I accompanied 
(in command of the 4th regiment of United States infantry and a detachment of the 2d United States 
artillery, with one six-pounder,) the Alabama regiment of volunteers on the expedition to break up the 
temporary fort on the Hillsborough river, and to escort the garrison and the ammunition and provis ons in 
store there to this post. My troops constituted the right column of the army during this operaticn. The 
command of the army was intrusted to Colonel Chisholm, of the Alabama regiment. The duty was per- 
formed in a prompt and efficient manner, and in a much shorter time than was supposed it would require. 
On the 27th instant, about 3 o'clock p.m., the army, marching in three columns, with the baggage 
in the centre, and passing over a savanna, approached a hammock, through which ran a creek of con- 
siderable depth, but concealed from the view of any one on the plain, The Indians, posted in the ham- 
mock, and most/y opposite the front guard and right column on the further bank of the creek, vpened upon 
the 4th regiment and the artillery a close, heavy, and well-sustained fire, at a distance in many places 
(their line not being parallel with ours) of not more than thirty paces; in other parts of from thirty to 
seventy, or one hundred paces. 
Their first and second fires killed and wounded a number of horses of the baggage train, conse- 
quently some confusion prevailed there for a few moments. In the meantime I pointed out to Lieutenant 
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Morgan, of the artillery, the position in which I wished his gun to be placed. Finding the matrosses too 
few in number to effect this promptly, | ordered Lieutenant Alvord, of the 4th regiment, with half his 
company (B) and the pioneers of the regiment, to assist the artillery. My object was effected; and the 
gun was well and very successfully served during the action. It was essentially necessary to the army. 

The 4th regiment had daring this time opened its fire. The left column, composed of a part of the 
Alabama regiment, had entered the woods on their side. I found my command alone on the plain with 
the baggage—Colonel Crabb having entered the woods on his flank by order of Colonel Chisholm, who 
believed that position well calculated to defend the train. The fire of the Indians (completely concealed ) 
was heavy; Idid not hesitate; I knew my officers and men. During the firing, the regiment being in one 
rank a pace apart, I could not be heard by the whole line—dismounted, and on foot I passed from com- 
pany to company and informed them we must charge the enemy in his ambush. 

At the moment I was ready I met Colonel Chisholm, who approved my plan, but informed me the 
regiment would have to pass —— creek, in the hammock. The charge was made, the creek passed, and 
the hammock won. The success of the 4th was announced to the army and to the enemy by three loud 
and cheerful huzzas. The battle ended a/most immediately at all points. 

The army was attacked by upwards of three hundred Indians—I judge from their fire and the ground 
occupied by them. The fire lasted about an hour. I had with me Major Sands, Lieutenants Alvord, 
Scott, Prince, Mitchell, Tibbatts, and Reeve, of the 4th infantry, and Lieutenant Morgan, of the 2d artil- 
lery; and it affords me great pleasure to say to you that all in my command did their duty, and did it well; 
and I deem it a happy circumstance in my life that I had the honor to command officers so brave and men 
so good. Major Sands had his horse shot under him. 

I met Colonel Chisholm twice during the battle. He was calm and determined in his acts, and does 
credit to his State and regiment; and it is the opinion of a soldier who has seen twenty-four years’ service 
in peace and in war, that Alabama may be justly proud of her regiment 

I] an, sir, with high respect, your obedient servant, 
WM. 8S. FOSTER, Lieutenant Colonel, Commanding 4th Infantry. 

Colonel Wa. Lixpsay, United States Artillery, Commanding 





The 4th infantry lost, during the whole operations, two privates killed and three privates wounded; 
several severely hit, and two horses shot. 





No. 132. 
He abQUuARTERS OF THE ALABAMA ReGiment, Camp Crabb, April 30, 1836. 


Dear Str: In obedience to your order, dated at Fort Brooke the 25th instant, requiring me tv march 
on the day following “with the regiment of Alabama volunteers, the battalion of the 4th infantry, under 
Lieutenant Colonel Foster, and Captain Marks’s company of Louisiana volunteers, to bring away the 
troops, ammunition, quartermaster’s stores, subsistence, and public property of every description at that 
post,” [commenced my march on the day following, and with the troops designated, excepting Captain 
Marks’s company—in the place of which I had a piece of artillery, under the command of Licutenant 
Morgan—the whole command consisting of litthe upwards of six hundred men. I pursued the usual 
route, and reached the fort a little before sunset. The next morning (the 27th) I directed the wagons to 
be loaded and the two companies which had occupied the fort (Captain Bonham’s and Captain Nott’s) 
to be in readiness to march. The wagons, nine in number, were loaded with the ammunition, subsist- 
ence, &c., and the pack-horses packed, and it being ascertained that a considerable quantity of pork and 
flour, (the damaged flour having first been selected and destroyed,) I consulted with the three senior offi- 
cers in command—Colonel Foster, Colonel Crabb, and Major Sands—and, by their advice, ordered it to be 
destroyed. I began the march from the fort about 9 o’clock a. m., and continued it without interruption 
until we arrived at the hammock on the Thlonotosassa creek, about eight miles from Fort Alabama. The 
order of march was in three columns, the centre in the road, composed of Captain Campbell’s company, 
second battalion Alabama regiment, as advance guard; the artillery, the wagons, and the pack-horses in 
the order mentioned; and Captain Bonham’s, of the 2d, and Captain Martin’s, of the Ist battalion Alabama 
regiment, in the rear, and forming the rear guard. The battalion of 4th infantry, under Colonel Foster, 
formed the right column, and seven companies of the Alabama regiment formed the left column, three 
companies of the 2d battalion in front. In this order the advance guard approached near the creek in 
front, and the whole column extended back through an open prairie, the rear guard just leaving the 
woods in the rear. A thick hammock, with the creek near its boundary, extended from some distance 
in front of the advance euard, along near its right and along a portion of the right column. On the 
right of the rear guard was pine woods and a small hammock, and some thick undergrowth extended on 
the left of the rear guard, and along a portion of the rear of the left column. Nearly all the intermediate 
space was an open prairie extending far on the right to a large pond. In this situation a heavy fire of 
rifles was opened from the hammock on the right upon the advance guard, and on the right of the column 
of regulars, to which the artillery, wagon train, and pack-horses, and the three or four front companies of 
the left column, were entirely exposed. ‘This fire was kept up uninterruptedly, and was soon followed 
by a fire on the rear guard from the right of the road, anda few shots from the small hammock on the left. 
A well-directed fire was immediately returned by the artillery and the regulars with good effect. The 
three companies of the left column in front—Captain Waters’s, Captain Nott’s, and Captain Minter’s— 
were directed, under the command of Major Taliaferro, to extend around in front of the advance guard, 
where they took a position on the creek and in the pine woods (thinly wooded) over the creek, and returned 
the Indians’ fire, which was kept up in good gunshot distance until the close of the action, and they 
retreated to the main body. ‘The companies commanded by Captains Blount, Taylor, and Capus, under the 
command of Lieutenant Colonel Crabb, were ordered into the small hammock on the left, and the Indians 
retreated before them, and finally joined, as was supposed, those who were firing on the rear guard. 
Captain Dent’s company, under the command of Lieutenant Childress, as ordered by Lieutenant Colonel 
Crabb, supported the rear guard, and they all fired upon, and drove the enemy, which in that place they 
estimated to have been more than one hundred, entirely off. 
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Much praise is due to Colonel Foster and to his officers and men, and to the artillery, for the part 
they took in the action, and the bravery and skill with which they directed a deadly fire on the Indians, 
and charged the hammock from which they fired—Colonel Foster evincing, during the whole action, the 
utmost deliberation and coolness. Captain Campbell’s company was much exposed, being first attacked, 
and suffered much, and it is due to them to say that they kept their ground and fought bravely. The 
adjutant and other staff officers of the Alabama regiment, including the surgeons, were much exposed, 
and discharged their several duties faithfully. The officers and men, generally, (among whom Lieutenant 
Colonel Crabb ought to be mentioned for his coolness and intrepidity,) went to the several posts to which 
they were directed with promptitude, and maintained them with courage, doing all that any troops could 
do under similar circumstances. Although there was some confusion from the surprise of the first fire— 
a great number of horses, not less than twenty, being killed or wounded, and the wagons and_pack- 
horses were running in every direction—the men kept their ground until entire order was restored among 
them, so that all could occupy the best position to defeat the enemy. Colonel Foster, Major Sands, Cap- 
tain Campbell, and two or three others of his company who were riding, Foragemaster Jamison and some 
others, had horses shot under them and fell. The action continued for an hour, the Indians fighting 
bravely and coming out of the hammock in many instances to obtain near positions for firing. Their 
number is of course unknown; but, from the length of their line and their continued firing, there could 
not have been less than from 300 to 400—the lowest estimate I have heard being 300, and the general 
A considerable number of them must have been killed and wounded, it 


estimate much higher. 
being impossible to form anything like an accurate estimate, as it is well known that they have some 
employed in carrying their dead and wounded immediately off. 

On their retreat, which was sudden and rapid, I had all the wagons collected, one excepted, which 
was so broken as to render it necessary to leave it, and all the pack-horses which could be found, and 
marched on about five miles that evening, passing the large hammock near Simmons’s old place, and 
encamped within ten miles of this place. 

The following is a list of the killed and wounded, as reported by Dr. Doric 8. Ball, surgeon: 

Field and staff—M. Jamison, quartermaster’s department, killed. 

Captain Dent’s company—S. N. Archibald, Henry Webb, slightly wounded. 

Captain Capee’s company—Benjamin Parker, Joshua McIntyre, slightly wounded. 

Captain Blount’s company—none. 

Captain Taylor’s company—none. 

Captain Martin’s company—James C. Butts, James W. Dodson, Felix G. Dodson, John Morgan, 
slightly wounded. 

Captain Minter’s company—W. Randall, badly wounded; H. Racford, slightly wounded. 

Captain Nott’s company—James Sankey, badly wounded. 

Captain Campbell’s company—W. J. Couch, dangerously wounded; S. P. Lewis, badly wounded; 
Daniel Prentice, badly wounded; Peter Feely, killed; Henry Taylor, slightly wounded; Luke White, badly 
wounded; William H. Orr, killed; L. B Strange, badly wounded. 

Captain Waters’s company—Licutenant B. R. Mobley, J. C. Boyd, Ensign J. Handley, slightly 
wounded. 

Captain Bonham’s company—James Vickey, slightly wounded. 

Total, 3 killed and 25 wounded. 

Very respectfully, yours, 


Three privates of the 4th infantry. 


WM. CHISHOLM, Colonel. 
Colonel Winu1am Linpsay, Commanding Centre Army, Florida. 





No. 133. 
Fort Brooke, Tampa Bay, April 26, 1836. 


GeneraL: In conformity with your orders, the regiment under my command was embarked on board 
of the two transports furnished by the quartermaster. They commenced embarking on the 10th instant 
about 5 o’clock p. m., and were all on board by 9 o’clock, having been assisted by a boat from the United 
States sloop-of-war Vandalia, and by one from the United States cutter Dallas. The wind having died 
away, they did not sail until the 11th about 2 o’clock p.m. I went on board of the cutter Dallas, and 
hastened towards Charlotte harbor to stop the Vandalia’s boats there under the command of Lieutenant 
Powell. In order to be sure of meeting Lieutenant Powell, whose boats were necessary in ascending the 
river, I went out of Tampa bay at night, and the next morning had arrived within twenty miles of Boca 
Grande, and, a few miles further, met Mr. Powell on his way to Tampa bay, with all the fishermen and 
their boats. We did not get into the harbor until the 12th, when I sent for the boats of the Spaniards 
and engaged them, and a man for each to manage it. The transports, not having come out the night we 
did, were later in arriving. As soon as the last one came we immediately stood up the bay with the 
transports—the Dallas, the two boats of the Vandalia, and fourteen barges; the larger vessels grounded 
about three miles from the anchorage marked on the map you gave me, being from thirty-eight to forty 
miles from the bar. As it was near night we debarked but a part of the men, and concluded that duty 
and issued five days’ provisions, and had them cooked the next day. The succeeding morning (the 18th) 
we started up the river. The boats with the Spaniards and part of the crew of the Vandalia’s boats, 
accompanied by Captain Green, of the cutter Dallas, and eighteen men, took the channel of the river, 
while my regiment and the remainder of the men under Lieutenant Powell took the route by land, intend- 
ing to keep the bank of the river in company with the boats. I soon found this impracticable, as it was 
very seldom, and at remote points, that the marshes and hammocks permitted any approach to the river 
bank. The weather being excessively hot, and our route being through the pine woods, where there was 
no fresh water, the men suffered extremely, and some of them, the most robust, fainted in the ranks. We 
at last struck the river bank at an open spot, and soon saw the boats arrive. As I saw it was impossible 
to keep up our communication with the boats, and we might be embarrassed by our sick and fatigued 
men, I ordered the whole to return under Major Marks from this place, (12 miles,) except what could 
embark in the boats. For this purpose I sent back all the Spaniards, and deposited the surplus provisions 
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in the bushes, and thus made room in the boats for 152 men and officers, and one day’s provisions, besides 
the five cooked. 

We then embarked, and went up the river until we found fresh water, where we landed and encamped. 
Our force now consisted of ninety-one of my regiment, under Colonel Lawson, forty-one from the Vandalia, 
and twenty from the Dallas cutter, including officers. The next day we continued up the river and 
encamped at the site of a deserted Indian village or camp, probably that mentioned by Colonel Gadsden. 

Here we found some signs of recent occupation, as if by a passing band of ten or twelve, probably 

those who burnt Dr. Crain’s house. The next morning we continued our course up the stream; but now 
found it in many places very shoal and obstructed by fallen trees. After cutting away some of these, 
and drawing our boats over the shoals, I found it would cause too much delay, even if we succeeded in 
getting up the river in this way. I returned then to our last camp, and left the boats there. We then 
crossed the river to the southern bank, and passing about two miles through a thick swamp and hammock, 
intersected with gullies, came out upon the pine hills, and falling into a trail which run about a mile and 
a half to a cowpen, there encamped on the edge of the swamp. The next day we followed this trail, but 
finding it led from the river towards the southeast across an immense prairie, and observing that it had 
not been trodden lately, we left it and returned towards the river, and upwards along its course, but not 
within sight of it; about noon we descended to the river through the hammock and forded it, and then 
across the opposite swamp out to the pine woods. After marching about ten miles further about north- 
east we encamped. The next morning we took up our march in the same direction until 11 o’clock, when 
we halted, and having no provisions except for this day I determined to return—the men having suffered 
very much from the heat and the very difficult nature of the country. Our route from the vessels to this 
point was in length sixty-nine miles, not including that in the shoal part of the river; but, having made 
a devious course, we returned in a straight line to our boats, and thence descended, with a strong current, 
to our vessels, making our descending route fifty-two miles. We embarked the next day after our arrival, 
and now (the efternoon of the 25th) one of the transports is here, and the other, a slower sailer, is off 
the bar. 
There was no one among the fishermen or Indians at Choldez Roncho that knew anything of the river, 
or who could communicate any intelligence in relation to the country. The Indian prisoner you sent with 
us had been up the river a short distance, but was unacquainted with any route or shore, and was of no 
further use except as possessing that sagacity which seems part of an Indian’s nature—in finding his way 
in an unknown country. The result of our excursion is, | am sorry to say, far short of your expectations. 
We have only found a few deserted villages, and a tract of country without any signs of occupation for 
several months past, except by a very small party passing through in one direction. I forgot to mention, 
in its proper place, that just before fording the river the day before the last of our descent, we crossed a 
trail running from a deserted camp on the river towards the southeast; it appeared to be the path of about 
one hundred men marching by once, without cattle, but was more than two months old. The river is very 
crooked, and runs through a tract of swamps and hammocks about two or three miles wide, and which, 
under ordinary circumstances, would be considered impassable. In meandering from one side to the other 
of this swamp, it sometimes reaches the pine lands which lie on its outside, and it is only here that the 
stream can be conveniently approached. It may, therefore, be considered impossible to march troops on 
the banks of the river. At about two miles back from the swamp is a level tract of pine land, on which 
are the ponds we see throughout the whole country. These ponds feed a series of sloughs, overgrown 
with thick woods, and at this point very wide; but as the waters gather together they form little streams, 
which, as they approach the river, cut deep gullies, but are very narrow, and furnish good water to drink; 
and it is here that a road running along the river would most conveniently pass. Further from the river 
are the ponds, which do not, at this season, furnish water to drink, although the earth is moist. Next are 
the hammocks where the waters are collected, and which are too wide to pass; but where the gullies are 
deep and narrow the water is very good, and the hammocks very narrow; nearer the river you fall into 
the swamp. The country seems favorable for the pasturage of cattle, but, unless in the hammocks, the 
ground is not arable, and on the river all the hammocks seem to be overflowed when the river is high. 
The Indians seem to have entirely abandoned this part of the country, and the only trails seen seem to 
indicate they have gone towards the head of the Sanibel. 

On our route we observed two considerable branches: one, the smaller, coming in from the north; the 
other, further up, from the south; the latter, at its mouth, seemed to be the deeper stream. Captain Thistle 
and two men went some distance up the first, and found it diminish to a small stream at about eight miles. 

Lieutenant A. Ross, of the marine corps, accompanied the expedition as a volunteer, and was placed 
in command of one of the columns. I owe much to his zeal and exertions, and am sure his well-known 
gallantry would have displayed itself if any occasion had offered. Lieutenant Powell, of the navy, headed 
a gallant band of forty men from the Vandalia. He took charge of the fleet of boats while we were on 
the river, and left nothing undone to secure our success, nor was he less zealous when on the land. Captain 
Green, of the revenue cutter Dallas, also accompanied us the whole of the route, and, when they left their 
boats, rivalled the best soldiers, not only by their discipline, but their activity. Indced, the exertions which 
these officers have made, and the manner in which they have anticipated every wish I have expressed towards 
the objects of the expedition, merit my warmest thanks; and if ever it should be my lot to co-operate with 
those branches of the service, I can wish no better fortune than to be connected with gentlemen of their 
character and abilities. 

The Spanish fishermen have, I believe, left Charlotte harbor, but without any good cause, for they 
have never been troubled by a party of more.than six or seven, and they are thirty strong As soon as 
the troops can re-embark we will sail for New Orleans. I will, however, pass by St. Mark’s, in order to 
send this report. Although che result of our expedition must disappoint your expectations, you must 
incur the censure for having intrusted it to one of so little experience. 


Your obedient servant, 
PERSIFER F. SMITH, Colonel Louisiana Volunteers. 


Major General WinFiELp Scott, Commanding the Army of Florida. 
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No. 134. 


Sir: I was directed by his excelleicy Major Ge neral Scott to forward my report to you for your 
perusal, and to request that you would have it transmitted to him at Garey’s Ferry, on the St. John’s, if 
that place, or wherever else he might be at the time of its rece ption by you. 

[ ain, sir, most respectfully, your cbedient servant, 


LEIGH READ, Major, Commanding Florida Volunteers. 


General D. L. Crincu. 


TaLLAHAsseEr, LVorida, April 27, 1836. 
I have the honor to report that I succeeded in getting my entire command aboard of the trans- 
and was off the mouth of the bay on the morning of the 18th 
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Sir: 
ports furnished me by the quartermaster, 
instant. Midshipman Reid, of the Vandalia sloop-of-war, reported himself to me as in command of two cut- 
ters of that vessel, and ready to receive m y orders; the second cutter was placed under Midshipman Drake. 

Thad not the good fortune to procure the personal presence of Captain Bunce, upon whose acquaintance 
with the coast of Florida and general exp BS SO as a pilot I had relied very greatly. He furnished me, 
however, with a small sloop and three Indian sailors, who were represented as being quite familiar with 
the coast, &c. I derived no further assistance from them than what, in obedience to the orders of their 
master, they were obliged to impart, viz: to conduct me to the mouth of the Withlacoochee; and when 
asked about the character of the interior, no satisfactory information could be procured; it was often 
contradictory. I resorted to liberal potations of ardent spirits as a means of extracting from ‘them informa- 
tion which I have no doubt they possessed, but the characteristic caution of the people was still 
observed. Some of them were always sufficiently sober to prevent indiscreet or dangerous communti- 
cations. In all this they did not, as I believe, and I wish your excellency so to understand me, intend 
faithlessness to me or the objects of the expedition, as far as they comprehended them, but they were only 
true to me as far as they understood the letter of their instructions, which, as above remarked, was to 
pilot me to the mouth of the river. They did not or would not believe that it was any part of their duty 
to do more, and I could not convince them to the contrary. 

I sailed as rapidly for the mouth of the Withlacoochee as the winds would permit me, and as nea 
the shore as the small vessel, aboard of which I was myself, would allow; but could never get nearer 
than a quarter of a mile. The transports could not approach closer, during the first two days, than about 
15 miles; and on the third day, when arrived off the mouth of the river, they were quite out of sight— 
upwards of 20 miles distant. When informed that the mouth of the Withlacoochee was near, I despatched 
all the small craft to the transports, with orders to the officers in command aboard of them to commence 
debarking their men as fast as possible, intending in their absence to make a selection myself of a key 
among the almost innumerable cluster lying off the mouth of the river, as the point upon which the debark- 
ation was to be effected. On the return of the boats transporting, as I had ordered, as many men as they 
could receive, the morning reports of the officers in command were handed me, by which the frightful 
picture of an increase of forty (40) to the sick list in less than two days was presented. Special com- 
munications from the surgeons were also handed me, in which the most horrible consequences were pre- 
dicted, unless the men could be taken forthwith to some place where medicines and good water could be 
procured. The water aboard of the schooner Caroline, it was said, had already become putrid. Without 
going aboard, I despatched an order for them to hoist all sail and proeeed with the utmost possible 
despatch to St. Mark’s, the nearest port. [remanded aboard of the transports the detachment first ordered 
to debark, and directed a select number of them to join me on board of the small craft, for the purpose 
of making the reconnoissance and el which, I find upon perusing my order more carefully than at 
first I did, were the principal objects of the e xpedition. 

I have found the Withlacoochee to be as difficult to discover as it is to enter after discovery; and in 
regard to the latter, it is worthy of that which may heretofore have been said of it. It disembogues itself 
by four large, that is wide, and almost innumerable small mouths, amongst oyster banks, rafts, sand-bars, 
islands, and without calculation. When informed by the pilot that we were almost at the mouth, I went, 
myself, into the second cutter of the Vandalia—it drew less water than the other—taking with me only 
two of my detachment, and attempted to enter it, but was under the necessity, in order to do so, to have 
the boat hauled some fifty yards, the water not being over cight inches on tie bar for that distance. I 
ultimately succeeded in getting over, and after ascending near a mile, found two and a half fathoms. 
The mouth, the one on the south of a large island dd Amarura island, by which [ entered, is much the 
widest. The northern one, however, affords the best water, where, when a freshet above and high tide 
below may unite, four feet may be carried over the bar; but the channel on that side is of very dangerous 
navigation on account of the number of rocks in it. 

The country around the mouth of the river is a low, flat marsh, through which I conceive it impossible 
to make an ingress with an army into the interior. When once fairly over the bar at the mouth of the 
river, there would be no difficulty in ascending the stream; but steamboats only, and those must be of 
light draught, could effect that me ct. 

When I had gotten over the bar, I proceeded some two miles and upwards to within a short distance 
of a large smoke, the fire that afforded which was perhaps three miles distant. I deemed it not prudent 
to go furthe 4, and caused the boat to return, and went out by one of the small outlets. I had seen fires 
the night before near the mouth of the Wa-wau-ciu-a-yu-hacka, and from that place I discovered smoke 
during the day and fires at night all round the coast to within a few miles of Suwanee Old Town. The 
Indians are evide ntly there in great number, and are, I have very little doubt, engaged in preparing for 
a crop this season, by burning the old grass from the woods, for the benefit of their cattle, and putting 
their small potatoe s in cultivation. 

I saw no smoke west of the Steinhache, or, indeed, nearer than fifteen miles of the Suwanee. During 
the whole voyage I kept as near the shore as I could approach from Tampa Bay to St. Mark’s, and I am 

laps, anywhere to be found so shoal a coast as the one along 
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be more than seven feet; and the shore cannot be approached at any place, where I had an opportunity of 
examining it, or it was deemed import mt to exi imine it, with that draught, nearer than two miles. 

From Cedar Keys, by a S.SE. direction, seven feet may be taken up to within two miles of the mouth 
of the Withlacoochee, but at every other pe int that might probab ly be selected to debark troops, reefs and 
oyster-bars abound. I have seen several islands near the mouth of the river that might possibly do very 
well for de ot where I have no doubt fifty men — t repel any attack that the e nemy could make upon 
them; but I doubt whether it might not be a better fate to send that number into the country, to go 
the way that Dade’s, and I much fear Holeoman’s poceninmies have gone. If, however, the government will 
employ a steamboat, there will be no difficulty in throwing into the country, either at the Wacassa or 
Wa-wau-cui-a-yu-hacka rivers, or both, any quantity of supplies, as well as any number of men that may 
be wanted. The latter river may be approached with five feet, and, as I understand, ascended to its head, 
some six miles, where a beautiful and elevated country is to be found, and where I am of opinion the 
women and children of the enemy have been secreted. I should deem the chance of suecess so great in 
an expedition up that river that I should be greatly gratified to have command of it. Iam confident I 
should be able to make a good report. 

Your excellency did me the honor to desire that I should submit, after surveying the whole grounds 
as nearly as I could, a recommendation of a plan of campaign against the enemy, from the mouth of the 
Withlacoochee, should such ever be determined upon. The plan I suggest is this: Let a steamboat of 
light draught of water be properly prepared with bulwarks, particularly on the hurricane deck; be manned 
with (say) five companies, and ordered to ascend, first one and then the other of the rivers above named, 
viz: Wacassa, Withlacoochee, and Wa-wau-cui-a-yu-hacka. They will be able to produce a prodigious 
effect, I have no doubt. At all events, a healthy site may be found, at which to establish a depot, and 
from which operations may hereafter be commenced. 

I discovered, at the mouth of the river, the half of a flat-bottom boat, a common ferry flatbuoat it 
appeared to have been. It had been cut asunder by an awkward hand and a dull axe. When I arrived 
at St. Mark’s, I found, much to my astonishment, mortification, and regret, that your excellency had ordered 
Major McLemore to establish a depot at that place; and instead of being a “ new field,” as it was described 
to be, another had been ordered to precede me. All of which was studiously concealed from me. 1 did not 
hear, either from your order or from the numerous interviews which I had the honor to hold with your 
excellency, that Major McLemore was even in the field, much less that I was going to relieve a detach- 
ment of his command, ordered out by your exccellency. 

Your obedient servant, 
LEIGH READ, Major, Commanding Florida Volunteers. 


His Excellency Major General Scorr, Commanding Florida Army. 


No. 135. 
ORDERS No. 46. 
Herapquarters Army oF I'Loripa, St. Augustine, May 11, 1836. 


The commander of the left wing will immediately cause to be mounted two of the companies of United 
States artillery of this wing, using for that purpose the horses of the baggage train. 

The companies, under a system of instructions which will be formed, will be immediately employed 
in patrolling and scouring the frontiers, and comaies e — “il settlements this side of the St. John’s. 

The three remaining compan lies of the same regiment will be placed in such positions as to afford the 
best point of support for the mounted companies, 

By command of Major General Scott. 

J. E. JOHNSTON, Aide-de-camp, and Assistant Adjutant General, 


No. 136. 


Hrapquarters Army or Fiorina, St. Augustine, May 11, 1856. 


Sm: Ihave been using my best endeavors since my arrival here to cause a company of mounted 
Floridians to be raised to aid in the defence of the settlements between the St. John’s and the Atlantic. 
You have been recommended to me as an individual highly qualified to command such corps, and [am 
also informed that you have already enrolled about twenty-four men. I have to request that you will 
proceed in the business of enrolment, as it will give me great pleasure to recognize a company with you 
at the head of it. 

A es oe according to the act of Congress, (passed in 1792,) must consist of at least sixty-four 
privates. ‘To that number, a captain, a first and second lieutenant, an ensign, a cornet, four sergeants, 
four corporals, and musicians, are allowed by the same law. I learn that a new act of Congress, that has 
not yet reached me, has been very recently passed, which may be more favorable to volunteers 

I would prefer a company of seventy or eighty privates to one of sixty-four, but so important do I 
deem the company, that I will accept it with forty privates. In this case, however, only a captain, a lieu- 
tenant, and a cornet can be accepted with it. 

I have to add, that the company, as soon as raised, shall be taken into the service of the United 
States for six months, unless sooner discharged, and in all respects placed on the most favorable footing. 
It will be indispensable that I should ap ply to his excelleney the governor of the Territory for commis- 
sions for the officers of the company; this can be done after the company is accepted, so as to avoid delay; 
and under present circumstances, not a day ought to be lost. 

I remain, with respect, your obedient servant, 
WINFIELD SCOTT. 


Doveiass Dunnett, Esq. 
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No. 1387. 
ORDERS No. 47. 


Herapquarters Army or Fiorina, St. Augustine, May 16, 1836. 
The volunteers having returned to their respective homes, the distinctions of right and left wing, and 
centre, have ceased in this army. 
Major Heileman will repair to Fort Drane, and relieve Lieutenant Colonel Bankhead in the command 
of the troops on the Alachua and Suwanee frontiers. On being so relieved, the lieutenant colonel will be 
permitted—reporting himself to the adjutant general—to retire from Florida for the benefit of his health. 


WINFIELD SCOTT. 





No. 1388. 
ORDERS No. 48. 


Heapquarters Army or Fiorina, St. Augustine, May 17, 1836. 

The panics which have recently possessed the good people of several large districts of this Territory 
are infinitely humiliating. 

Within a few days just five Indians penetrated a neighborhood in the heart of Middle Florida, and 
committed a murder. Instead of giving pursuit, the inhabitants abandoned their plantations and fled to 
Tallahassee and Monticello. 

A similar party had but a few days before thrown the Micanopy settlement into the utmost confusion. 
A gang of cow-stealers adroitly added a report that an immense fresh Indian trail had been observed 
crossing the Tallahassee road, near the Santa Fé bridge. The whole country from Micanopy to Black 
creek instantly became wild with fear. The daring falsehood was immediately exposed by Colonel Fitz- 
patrick and Captain Shannon of the army, who happened to pass that way, together with the motive of 
the propagators; but the inhabitants could see nothing but an Indian in every bush, and therefore con- 
tinued to fly. 

On this side of the St. John’s a keen susceptibility of the same kind prevails. A small party of the 
enemy lately ventured within the settlements. A company of regular fout was promptly mounted, sent 
in pursuit, beat the enemy, and secured most of the property the marauders had taken. Now, although 
it is known to all cool people that the greater number of the party were killed outright, and that a like 
fate awaits any body of the enemy that may follow, a panic is rife throughout the country. The inhabitants 
are still flying to St. Augustine, and from St Augustine to Georgia and South Carolina. 

It is evident that no general, even with extensive means, can cure a disease in the public mind, so 
general and so degrading, without some little effort on the part of the people themselves. Thus the 
planters in the recent case near Tallahassee, who fled without knowing whether they ran from squaws or 
warriors, ought first to have ascertained that material fact. If they had turned upon the enemy they would 
have found the case within the easy compass of any three or four resolute masters, and half as many 
overseers. This was the simple and manly course. That adopted was to fly, to spread the panic, and to 
throw execrations upon the general who has the misfortune to command a handful of brave troops in the 
midst of such a population. 

Not a regular company has been sent out of the Territory except possibly three from Tampa Bay. 
Besides a strong garrison there, two companies were directed thence to occupy a post on the Suwance; 


two are posted at Fort King; five at Fort Drane; one (mounted United States dragoons) at Oaklands, 
six miles off; one at Micanopy, and a twelfth at Garey’s Ferry. 

These forces ought, in the opinion of the commanding general, to give reasonable security to the 
Alachua and Suwanee frontiers, particularly if one or two companies of mounted men can be obtained to 
aid the company of dragoons in scouring the country between the chain of fixed posts. Measures have 
been taken to encourage the enrolment of mounted men, and it is understood that the governor is exerting 
himself in the same way. His excelleney will, moreover, to complete the means of defence, be requested 
to hire, on account of the United States, at Apalachicola or elsewhere, a suitable steamboat to cruise from 
the mouth of the Suwanee up that river as far as practicable. One of the companies supposed to be 
already on the river will be instructed to embark and remain on board the boat. 

On this side of the St. John’s the means of defence, though much more limited, are deemed fully 
adequate, if aided by a single company of mounted volunteers; and one, it is hoped, will soon present itself 
for the service. Of the five regular companies, one has already been mounted on horses belonging to the 
wagon train, and in a few days another will be put on horseback by the same means. The commanding 
general has no power to purchase horses expressly for this purpose. The companies on foot will be 
posted, whilst the mounted will be kept constantly in movement; and it may be added that the little 
armed steamer called the Essayons, belonging to the United States, will be kept daily cruising up and 
down the St. John’s. 

The post and steamboat on the Suwanee, Fort King, Oaklands, Micanopy, and Garey’s Ferry, will 
all be under the immediate orders of the field officer, Major Heileman, stationed at Fort Drane, and he will 
communicate freely with the governor of the Territory. 

Should the post ordered to be established at Watson’s or Dabney’s plantation prove to be unhealthy, 
the commanding officer is authorized to remove higher up the river in search of a better position, giving 
the preference to the left bank of the stream. 

WINFIELD SCOTT. 


No. 139. 


Heanquarters Army or Frortpa, St. Augustine, May 17, 1836. 


Sir: I had the honor to receive your excellency’s letter dated the 28th ultimo a few days ago. I 
was then too sick to reply, and now with much difficulty hold my head up to write. 


4 





amen earn 
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I am happy to hear that you have taken measures to put a certain force of mounted men into the 
field to aid the regular troops in defending the exposed frontiers. One or two companies of that descrip- 
tion would be highly effective on the Alachua and Suwanee frontiers, and one other similar company is 
wanted on this side of the St. John’s. I myself had taken such measures as were in my power to effect 
both objects, intending, of course, to refer the officers at the proper time to your excellency for approval 
and commissions. Some of my views on those points are stated in my Order No. 48, a copy of which I 
beg herewith to submit. 

Should a larger mounted volunteer force be deemed by you as necessary on either or both of the 
frontiers, I shall cheerfully yield my judgment on the point to that of your excellency. 

Permit me to ask you to carry out the suggestion of the enclosed order in respect to the steamer to 
be employed in cruising up and down the Suwanee river. Instructions shall immediately go to the 
commanding officer on that river to place a company on board the steamer, and to take charge of her. 
His cruising orders will be, besides keeping the post well supplied with provisions, to move continually 
up and down the river to prevent the enemy from passing to the west side; to land the troops if necessary 
to reach parties of the enemy; to capture boats and canoes. 

All the horses at my disposal and fit for service are required to remount a company of the United 
States dragoons, to mount two companies of foot on this side of the St. John’s, and to supply the vicinity 
of Fort Drane with subsistence. 

Brigadier General Clinch’s resignation left Lieutenant Colonel Bankhead in command on the Alachua 
and Suwanee frontiers; but as his health is bad, I send Major Heileman, a sound and intelligent officer, 
to replace him. 

I] have, from rumor, been for some days expecting to hear of your arrival in this vicinity. It would 
give me great pleasure to meet and to confer with you on all points connected with the defence of Florida, 
or the best manner of recommencing hostilities. 

Major Read, no doubt for good reasons, has neglected to report to me I can only say to you that he 
had written and oral orders, explicit and emphatic, requiring him to ascend the Withlacoochee to the 
highest point of navigation, to ascertain the best site for a military post, &c. He also unofficially knew 
that it was deemed, in the right wing of the army, just possible that he would find a block-house already 
there, with a garrison. Therefore, when he saw the part of the flat, described in a former letter of yours 
as being rudely cut in two by a dull axe, he must have had all previous uncertainties about such post cleared 
up at once. 1, however, forbear to say more on this point at present. My correspondence with Brigadier 
General Clinch on the subject of the block-house has been, I presume, sent to you by that general; and I 
hope daily to learn that the expedition intended for its succor, from the Suwanee, has fully succeeded. 
The flat 1 presume got adrift, and thus fell into the hands of the Indians. 

I remain, with great respect, your excellency’s most obedient servant, 
WINFIELD SCOTT. 


P. S.—Colonel Lindsay had instructicns, on his return to Tampa Bay, not only to send ¢wo companies 
of the United States fourth infantry to the Suwanee, but one of the same regiment to Key West. It is 
presumed that both orders were executed. I will beg your excellency to cause a field-piece to be placed 
on the bow of the steamer to be hired for the Suwanee. If not nearer, one may be obtained at Tampa 
Bay. 

I have already received a strong demand from the mayor of Savannah for a company to be sent from 
Florida. Of course I shall not comply. 

I will beg your excellency to urge upon Commodore Dallas the importance of keeping the cutters and 
the smaller United States vessels constantly cruising around Florida, to prevent the escape of captured 
slaves, and to prevent the Indians from receiving arms and ammunition from traders. 

we 


His Excellency R. K. Catt, Governor of Florida. 





No. 140. 


TALLAHASSEE, May 26, 1836. 


Sir: I have the satisfaction to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 17th instant and a copy 
of your Order No. 48 by express. 

Before your return from the field, having heard that the Indians had reappeared in Alachua, I ordered 
Colonel Sanchez, of that county, to call out the whole available strength of his regiment, and Colonel 
Warren to send fifty horsemen from Duval, for the purpose of protecting the frontier. 1 subsequently 
divided East Florida into two districts, giving Major Putnam charge of that east of the St. John’s and 
Colonel Warren that between the St. John’s and Suwanee rivers, with authority to each of those officers 
to call from the respective districts such a number of men as would effectually hold the enemy in check 
and give security to the settlements. The population of that county was fully adequate, with the aid of 
the regular force, to perform this duty; but it appears that they have retired without resistance, leaving 
the enemy in undisturbed possession of their homes. A panic highly dishonorable to the whole country 
has spread over the land, when, by one manly effort, the enemy might have been repulsed and their homes 
and property defended. I shall adopt the necessary measures te hold the officers accountable for their 
neglect in not executing my orders. In Middle Florida I shall have in the field in a few days two hundred 
men, the greater part of whom will be well mounted. This, with the regular force you propose stationing 
on the Suwanee, | think will give ample protection to this section of country, if we are not invaded by 
the Crecks. To guard against that contingency, I have sent special agents to confer with the governors 
of Georgia and Alabama, and to request that each of those States may place on the southern and eastern 
frontier of the Creek nation a formidable force, to prevent the retreat of the Indians to Florida. 

The steamboat sent to the Withlacoochee for the relief of the block-house has orders to ascend the 
Suwanee as far as the Old Town. She has about one hundred men on board, which, with the detachment 
of horse I have ordered to that place, I hope will meet them in time to cut off the Indians I mentioned in 
my last as crossing the river. This boat I will keep employed in the manner you have mentioned until 
another can be procured. She wants a six-pounder, and can be rendered very efficient. 
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me 


I shall by the mail of to-night address Commodore Dallas on the subject of guarding the coast from 
the visits of Spanish fishermen, agreeably to your request. 

The plan of defence which I have had the honor of presenting by Colonel Fitzpatrick appears to me 
to offer the greatest certainty of success, if it can be adopted. This, however, will depend on the number 
of regular troops you may be able to concentrate at the point designated. Four or five hundred militia 
ean be drawn from the Territory, and if a force of 1,200 men can be assembled, [ should think it sufficient; 
but of this you are the better judge. Should you think favorably of the plan, you will please advise me, 
in order that I may take the necessary measures for calling out the militia. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 


R. kK. CALL. 


Major General W. Scorr, Commanding the Army tn Florida 


War Defarrment, June 1, 1836. 
of the President, to transmit you a copy of a communication 
M. White, the delewate in Congress from Florida, 

You were advised on the 25th ultimo of the arrangements that had been made for the prosecution of 
the campaign in Florida, in the event of your having left that Territory, and General Clinch’s having 
withdrawn from the service. The intelligence, recently received, of your illness at St. Augustine, rendered 
it doubtful whether you would be able to — in the command. The instructions to General Call 
re full, and gave him authority, if General Clinch retired from the army, to take the general 

am instructed to inform you that, under these circumstances , the 


? 
} 


Sir: [ have tl 
addressed to him by the honorab le Ji seph 


] Tee E 
i¢ honor, by direction 


were therefo 
dimecti m of the operations in Florida. = I 
President deems it unnecessary for you to return to the command in Florida. 
Very respectfully, your most obedient servant, 

A. HARRIS, Acting Secretary of War. 


; : ‘ _ . 7 
Major General Scorr, Fort Mitchell, Alabama. 


Wasurtnerox, May 28, 1836. 
Sm: By orders recently issued from the War Department, it is directed that, should Major General 
Seott leave the 7 a juarters of the ari ny in Florida and retire from that command, it will devolve on 
Br rigadier Gene ral L1t1¢ th. This order leaves LO the discretion ot General Scott the period of his departure. 
It is with the greatest pain that I feel myself constrained, by a sense of duty to my constituents, respect- 
f + 
fe 





ully to ask that General Scott be imme ely relieved from the command. No man has more admiration 
or the gallantry or respect for the military achievements of General Scott than I have. 
From the present attitude of affairs, and unfortunate and disagreeable occurrences which have 
happened in that quarter, the public interests, as well as the lives, security, and property of the inhabi- 
tants, imperiously require the order I have recommended. There is no harmony between him and the 
public authorities of the Territory; and it is evident that he is in the highest state of exacerbated feeling 
on account of an atrocious outrage on all decency and propriety, in burning him in effigy at Tallahassee. 
This infamous proceeding, which ought to have been arrested and punished by the authorities at the seat 
of government, does not justify General Scott for the degrading epithets and insults he has offered to a 
whole population. In his published orders he represents the conduct of the people of Middle Florida as 
‘infinitely humiliating,” and the people “wild avith fear,” possessed of “a disease so general and go 


degrading.” 
This is not the usual language of a major general commanding on our frontiers, and should not, 

be resorted to, whatever may have been the disappointments and wounded 
upon What authority he says there were just “five Indians” 

who have produced that consternation, panic, and flight, of which he has drawn a pic ture so derogatory to 
It is well known that the Indians never show their whole force, and if five have 


under any circumstances, 
sensibilities of a commanding eeneral. Task 1 


the whole population ? 
penetrated into the country froin the Indian 
larger number will soon follow. As General Seott did not succeed with five thousand meu in 


much iareer 
destroying five Indians, he might have spared the inhabitants he has left defeneeless such degrading 


boundary to within a few miles of the seat of vovernment 


denunci: — is. As that, however, is an affair between him and the @overnor, as to the number of the 
enemy and the defence of Middle Fl ni la, IT shall proceed to what is the object of this communication, 
My pata se is, most respectfully, to request an inquiry into the manner of conducting the late cam- 


paign in Florida, and into the conduct of the major general commanding, for having @one into summer 
quarters the last of April, leaving the country without defence, and the inhabitants at the merey of the 
Indians. 

Major General Scott had power to eafl upon the governors of South Carolina, Georgia, and Alabama, 
for any number of men that he might consider necessary to put an end to the war. Congress, by law, had 


provided ample means; and whilst He was in command, the governor of Florida had no power to call for 
troops. General Scott, after one unsuccessful cainpaign, di Shanded the whole militia foree: but the term 
of service of a portion of it had expired, and has ice called, by draft or for volunteers, for any other 
further inilitary force. He ax on the contrary, 7 fused the acceptance of some that was offered, and has 


disarmed the militia of East Florida. 

When called upon now to farnish adequate force for the protection of that frontier, he complains of 
his limited means; when it is apparent, from the above statement, that his means are only limited by his 
diseretion, and that he has power at any moment to order any number from Georgia or South Carolina, 
He admits that 3,000 men are necessary to subdue these Indians, and that he has but 1,000 under his 
Now, Lask why it is that he has not these 3,000 men in the field that he deems necessary ? 
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He, and he alone, is responsible for all the lives and property of the inhabitants that may be destroyed for 
the want of that protection and security for which every citizen of the republic has a right to look for 
from his government. Added to this the feelings of the people are outraged by representations calculated 
to degrade and expose them to ridicule throughout the United States. 

These people, you are aware, are sparsely settled over an extensive territory, in detached neighbor- 
hoods, without any dense population to fall back upon, or without any fortified places in which to place 
their wives and children for safety. If, upon the first sound of alarm, some small neighborhood should 
go in pursuit of even five Indians, they might, as they did with General Scott's erand army, dodge out 
of the way, and fall back upon the women and children in the rear. It is unnecessary, however, to 
detain you with these details; the complaint I make is, that Major General Scott has ieft that country 
without adequate protection, and has not a sufficient force cither for offensive or defensive operations. 
He has produced a state of fecling that forbids all harmony or concert with the local authorities or 
people of the country; and the public interests imperiously require his immediate withdrawal. 

[ have the honor to be, with high considerations of respect, sir, your most obedient servant, 


JOS. M. WHITE. 


Anprew Jackson, President of the United States. 


No. 148. 


Heapquarrers Aruy oF THE Soutu, Columbus, Georgia, June 21, 1836. 

Sir: In justice to myself, I beg leave to say a word in defence of my order issued in Florida, and 
numbered 48, on the subject of panies in several large districts in that Territory. That order was 
written when I was still quite sick, bat upon the most certain and precise information. It has brought 
upon me much abuse. A copy of it was enclosed by me witha letter to his excellency Governor Call. In 
reply, [have just received from him a letter, via St. Augustine, dated the 26th ultimo, in which he says: 
“A panic highly dishonorable to the whole country has spread over the land, when, by one manly effort, 
the enemy might have been repelled, and their homes and property defended.” This is sufficient confirma- 
tion of my assertions, if any were wanted. Besides, I was advised, by respectable citizens of Florida, 
to come out with an order in that spirit, as likely to rally the inhabitants, and I have reason to know that 
the order did good. It further stated what had been done for the defence of the settlements, and what 
remained for the inhabitants to do for themselves; that is, it was shown that, to complete the defence of 
the settlements, three companies of mounted Floridians were required. 

It is utterly false that I ever offered the slightest disrespect to the civil or political authorities of 
Florida; and all the candid and intelligent officers of that Territory, with whom I conversed, agreed with 
me as to the inefficiency of their militia generally. 

I disbanded, nor caused to be disbanded, not a: company of volunteers, until within a few days 
before or after its term of service was out. Major Ross’s battalion of mounted Georgians, that arrived 
at Picolata abont the 10th of April, having then three months to serve, was sent home with honor by 
Lieutenant Colonel Crane, after advising with Major General Macomb. [ had no hand in that act. 
On the contrary, I instructed Licutenant Colonel Crane, that in case more mounted men should arrive froin 
Georgia, to receive them with honor, to muster them into service, and instruct them to wait for orders. 

There was one other, and only one company (Captain Nelson’s mounted men) that was discharged 
before its time was out, or very nearly out. ‘That company returned to Fort Drane with Brigadier General 
Clinch, who, on his own responsibility, and without any instructions from me, discharged it, with three other 
mounted companies of the same State, (Georgia,) and without causing the four companies to be paid. 
Yet General Clinch detained, at Fort Drane, Major Cooper’s battalion of foot some time longer, and quite 
to the end of the period for which it had been mustered. The reason seems to be that General Clinch, 
like myself, had not, until some time after the horse had been discharged, the slightest expectation that 
the frontiers would be seriously annoyed by the enemy in the course of the summer and autumn. 

The horse were probably not paid from the indisposition of the paymaster, Major Lytle, an officer of 
great merit. 

[ bee that this letter may be laid before the President, and have the honor to be, sir, with high 
respect, your most obedient servant, 
WINFIELD SCOTT. 


Hon. L. Cass, Secretary of War. 


No. 144. 


Wasuinxeton, December 13, 1836. 


Sir: 1 was informed, for the first time, to-day, that my letter to the President of the United States of 
May last had been communicated to the court of inquiry, of which you are president, to be used as evidence 
against Major General Scott, whose conduct is now under examination, 

This places me in an attitrde that I do not choose to occupy—that of an accuser of the distinguished 
officer into whose military operations you are now inquiring. 

Since the publication of that letter, I have, in the National Intelligencer, over my own name, as an 
act of justice to General Scott, corrected, upon better information, the complaints which I deemed it my 
duty as the representative of the people of Florida to make against him. I am unwilling that the first 
letter shall be laid before the court without the second; and, as I have no copy of it with me at present, 
I take this occasion to say that I am satisfied, upon a full and impartial review of the facts and circum- 
stances connected with the Florida campaign, and upon evidence not then before me, that the failure is 
not to be attributed to Major General Scott, nor to causes which it was in his power to control or to 
remove. 

It was my intention to have availed myself of the first appropriate occasion in the House of Repre- 
scntatives to have declared this in my place, as an act of jastice to a distinguished officer. 
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In savine this, I confine the corrigendum to his military operations. I neither intend to explain nor 
nitenct anything Il said of “Order No. 48,” reflecting on the people of Florida; and whilst I admit that 
there is much palliation in the order of a major reneral founded on the reports of two of the highest 
officers and most conspicuons citizens of Florida, I can never think that there was any justification for 
the charge, however it may have originated, or by whomsoever avouched or indorsed. 

If my letter has been laid before the court, I have to request that you will present this for their con- 
sideration, in explanation of the other. 

I have the honor to be, your most obedient servant, 


JOSEPH M. WHITE. 


Major General Macows, President of the Court, &e. 


No. 145. 


Hrapguarters, St. Augustine, May 16, 1836. 


Generac: Major General Scott being still indisposed, and having uo staff officer near him, has directed 
me to address this to you by a schooner about to sail for Charleston, and to say that it is his request that 
all the officers belonging to the companies now in Florida, who are absent from any other cause than 
surgeons’ certificates, may be ordered immediately to join their companies; and, further, that he requests 
that six medical officers may be ordered to report to him for duty as soon as practicable. 

I am, very respectfully, your humble servant, 
ABM. EUSTIS, Brevet Brigadier General. 


The Apsurant Generat, United Slates Army. 


No. 146. 


Hrapquarters Army or Froripa, St. Augustine, May 20, 1836. 


Sir: Since my letter to you of the 11th instant I have been more sick than before; that is, confined 
to bed the greater part of the time. I am now slowly recovering strength, but still unable to attend to 
more than ordinary and pressing business. 

I enclose the report (of Colonel Smith) of the expedition to Charlotte harbor and up Pease creek. 
Nothing has been received from Colonel Lindsay; and Major Read, of course, remains silent in order to 
conceal as far as he can his shameful failure to ascend the Withlacoochee. He seems to prefer to rely on 
such false statements as he is enabled to impose upon the public through an obedient newspaper. IT have 
none at my command. 

I enclose copies of two Orders, Nos. 47 and 48, and of Special Order No. 26. 

No. 48, of course, has much excited the good people of this vicinity against me. It contains unpalata- 
ble truths, not one of which can be disputed. Good will come out of the order; and if it fail to stop 
emigration, those who remain will see the necessity of their doing something for themselves. Thus, in a 
day or two, I have every reason to believe that a company of mounted men, with, however, but forty 
privates, will be presented to me for service on this side of the St. John’s. I propose to accept it with but 
three officers. If the number of privates should be carried to the standard, (sixty-four,) I have promised 
the fourth officer. 

I have not heard what progress has been made in obtaining volunteers for the Alachua and Suwanee 
frontiers; but from the failure of General Clinch, and the absence of all reports, I fear that the inhabit- 
ants of the neighboring counties will prefer flight to the defence of their homes. 

Among the accompanying papers will be found copies of letters from me to the governor of the Ter- 
ritory, (dated May 17,) and to Major Heileman, (also of May 17.) 

From the mayor of Savannah I have received a request for a company, to be stationed in that city 
pending the ensuing summer and autumn. I have replied that I could not detach one from the defences 
of Florida. 

I shall not be able to mount the second company of regular foot as soon as I had hoped, owing to 
the condition of the remaining horses of the late baggage train. Many have sore backs, and all are low 
in flesh, though improving fast. In twelve or fifteen days forty-five may be in a condition to be mounted. 

In the meantime the first company (mounted) will be kept in movement. It has now been out on 
the Metanza frontier three or four days, supported by a company on foot. 

I have not received a line from the War Department, or your office, later than the letter advising me 
that Major General Macomb had been ordered to Florida. 

The contrast made by me, in a few words, between regulars and volunteers, in my letter to you of 
the 30th ultimo, being published, I am, of course, delivered over to the hostility of the whole body of the 
militia. Now, no one entertains for the volunteers who have recently been under my command, from 
South Carolina, Georgia, Louisiana, and Alabama, a more cordial and sincere respect than Ido. There 
are hundreds and hundreds of them whom I slionld be most happy to call friends. They have patriotism, 
honor, intelligence, and individual courage; but in masses, but little of the latter quality. They would, 
however, I have no doubt, even fight in masses with desperation in defence of their own neighborhoods 
sut, in a distant war like this, I utterly deny their efficiency, after the zeal of the first week 
or two has subsided. On this subject there are many wholesome, but most unpalatable truths to be told. 
Exceptions, however, are to be made, I acknowledge. Who shall tell those truths? 1 know of no com- 
mander who has ever yet had the hardihood. Shall [do it? Believing the good of my country calls for 
it at my hands, if leisure and strength permit, it shall be done. My sacrifice will be inevitable. 

Weak as I am, I will make this declaration: If I can be convicted of having committed one serious 
blunder, in theory or practice, since I left Washington to conduct the war in Florida, let me be shot. No 
commander ought to escape from misconduct under a less penalty. 


and homes. 
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What I meant to state at the conclusion of my last letter, was this: the troops called for by me 
came into the field at too late a period generally to enable me to prosecute the war to a conclusion. 


I remain, with great respect, your must obedient servant, 
WINFIELD SCOTT. 


Brigadier General Jonrs, Adjutant General U. S. Army. 


No, 147. 


Herapquvarters Army oF FrLortpa, St. Augustine, May 17, 1836. 


Sir: By the accompanying Orders, Nos. 47 and 48, you will find yourself destined for the highly 
important command of the Alachua and Suwanee frontiers, with twelve companies of regulars, and a 
prospect of two or more of mounted volunteers which may be placed under your orders by the governor 
of the Territory. Endeavors are now making to raise a volunteer force to that, and perhaps a larger 
amount, Should three companies present themselves, you are authorized to accept the whole, provided 
that each shall approximate within eight or ten privates the legal standard; that is, sixty-four privates 
for one captain, one first and one second lieutenant, and one ensign or cornet. If the number of privates 
be still less than that diminished number, (say only forty,) you will omit receiving the second lieutenant, 
unless there be something in a late act of Congress in favor of the particular organization of the several 
States and Territories. The act has not reached me. 

With three, and perhaps only two companies, probably a major, adjutant, &c., will be pressed upon 
you. In the last resort you must yield, although it will be unfortunate to allow the companies to consider 
themselves a battalion, as from that moment there will be an effort made to make a company act 
separately, and they cannot be highly useful without so acting almost universally. 

My wish is, that you keep the troop of United States dragoons, and any other mounted force that 
may come under your orders, almost constantly in movement—say, in scouring the country in every 
direction, and particularly between the fixed posts. You will push the troop, with or without the support 
of a company of mounted men, occasionally as far as the Suwanee, so as to communicate with the post 


and the steamboat on that river. At Watson’s and Dabney’s plantations, thirty-five miles from the Gulf, 


a good supply of corn may yet be found. 

The steamboat mentioned will also be under your orders. 
the 4th infantry, now supposed to be on the Suwannee, to embark on board the boat, and the one or other 
constantly to remain on board. The commander of the company will be the immediate commander, under 
you, of the boat. You will instruct him to keep pretty constantly in motion, sometimes visiting the 
mouth of the Withlacoochee, and generally cruising up the river to the head of navigation, and back 
again towards the mouth, so as to prevent the enemy from passing to the west bank of the river. A 
primary duty of the detachment will be to capture any party of the enemy found in boats or canoes, or 
to capture the latter, and when necessary to reach the eiemy, the party will land and pursue to a reason- 
The object of all the movements of the steamer and the troops will be to give 


You will cause one of the companies of 


able distance ashore. 
security and quiet to the inhabitants; and these great objects you will endeavor to attain by all the 


means in your power. 

The baggage train now employed in taking subsistence and other supplies to Fort Drane, and its 
immediate dependencies, it is supposed, will be suflicient to do all the hauling in the next three weeks 
which will be required before the middle of October. The horses will then, with the exception of a few 
teams, be sent to Garey’s Ferry, or other better place, for forage and grazing. 

I ought to have stated that the steamer on the Suwanee must occasionally be sent for the supplies 
that the troops on that river may require. 

On relieving Lieutenant Colonel Bankhead you will receive from him any instructions he may 
possess or have received from Brigadier General Clinch, relative to the protection and defence of the 
frontier. Measures of this character should be made generally known, to give confidence to the inhabitants, 
Besides corresponding with me whilst I remain in the Territory, you will communicate everything 
interesting or important to the governor at Tallahassee. 

With great confidence in your zeal, judgment, and intelligence, I remain, with much consideration, 
your obedient servant, 

WINFIELD SCOTT. 


Major F. Herteman, United States Army, de. 


No. 148. 
Iranquarters Army or Froripa, St. Augustine, May 20, 1836. 


Sir: Instructions from the War Department oblige me suddenly to leave Florida. 

I leave you in command of all the troops in the Territory. You will report directly to the adjutant 
general of the army, and communicate freely with the governor of Florida. 

I have all along endeavored to keep you advised of the measures adopted or contemplated by me for 
the defence of the several exposed frontiers. ‘Those measures you will carry out, or modify, according to 
circumstances and your own judgment. 

I think it proper, however, to express a decided opinion upon a measure not yet adopted or decided. 


A council of war recently held at Fort Drane came to a unanimous decision that it is inexpedient to hold 
and garrison Fort King. For the reasons on which the council grounded that opinion, I fully concur in 
its decision. I therefore recommend that you cause Fort King to be abandoned, by withdrawing the 
garrison and all the public property there deposited, with as little delay as practicable, and that one of 
the companies so withdrawn be ordered to establish itself at Newnansville, and the other at Fort Drane, 
or the Oaklands, six miles off. 
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You are aware that I have authorized Captain Dummett, and also Captain Curry, to raise a company 
of mounted men each, for the defence of this side of the St. John’s. If, with me, you should deem one 
such company, added to the five companies of regulars, suflicient for this district of conntry, you will, as 
soon as one mounted company presents itself, take measures to prevent the raising of the other; but if 
circumstances, in your judement, should render both necessary, you will accept beth, and muster them 

. “ie eee ‘ . . . 1 Be . ae bo dia 
into the service of the United States for six months, unless sooner discharged. I promised both Captains 
. . » “- tae ao weriay oa tre ve y 
Dummett and Curry that 1 would, with three officers, accept a company with onty forty privates. You 
may accept the company or companies with even a smaller number of privates, according to your views 
of the necessities of the service. . 
I say nothing of the distribution and employment of the regular forces under your command on this 
side of the St. John’s, and nothing in respect to the volunteers that may be raised for the defence of the 
Your own judgment will govern in these matters, and the same in respect. to 


same district of country. g 
the west of the St. John’s 
Fully relying on your experience, zeal, talents, and energy, T remain, with great respect, your most 


obedient servant, 


WINFIELD SCOTT 


Brigadier General Evstis, &e¢., Commanding, de. 


Fort Deane, Florida, March 11, 1836. 

Sin: The following statement of facts in relation to the recent movement of troops from Louisiana, 
under the immediate command of Major General Gaines, you may rely upon, and, if you think proper, may 
use for the information of the public. 

Generat Gaines left his permanent headquarters at Memphis, Tennessee, on a tour of inspection, and 
arrived at New Orleans about the loth of January, where he heard for the first time of a serious disturb- 
ance in Florida, and particularly of the melancholy massacre of Major Dade and his command, which 
occurred on the 28th of December. He immediately communicated with the governor of Louisiana, and 
requested him to call upon and hold in readiness a body of volunteers for service in subduing the Semi- 
nole Indians, and proceeded to Pensacola to solicit the co-operation of the naval force on that station, 
At Pensacola he found his wishes had been anticipated; Commodore Dallas and Bolton, and Captain 
Webb, having already directed their attention towards Tampa bay and other inlets of Florida, whither 
they had ordered marines and munitions of way. 

; lis way to Pensacola, feeling called upon to take the most prompt and decisive 


The eeneral, on 
1@ military post within his command, and secure the peace of the frontier, issued his 


measures to sustain th 
orders to Lieutenant Colonel Twiges to receive into service eight Companies of the volunteers requested 
if the ewovernor of Louisiana, and, together with the regular force at Baton Rouge, New Orleans, and 
other stations in the immediate vicinity of New Orleans, to hold himself in readiness for a movement to 
Tampa Bay. The whole force amounted to about 1,100 men, including about 700 volunteers. This order 
was dated at Mobile, the [8th of January. 


The general visited Pensacola, as stated, and then proceeded to New Orleans, where he arrived about 
the 26th. He organized and equipped his force, and moved, on the 4th of Febrnary, in three steamboats. 
He reached Tampa Bay on the 9th, and on the 18th took the field in the enemy’s country. It was first 
designed to search for and defeat a body of Indians reported to have been recently in the neighborhood 
of Fort Brooke, said to have been in battle, only a day or two before the arrival of the g@eneral, with the 
friendly Indians. Accordingly, the general marched in an easterly direction upon the Alafia river; but at 
she end of two days, having found two or three fields of turnips and other vegetables, as also fodder 
ttacks, not destroyed by the enemy, it was readily concluded he could not have been in’ that vicinity in 
any considerable force; and the general directed his march towards Fort King. He had taken ten days’ 
rations only, but had reason to suppose that a large supply of stores was at Fort King, the quartermaster 
having shown him an official letter from the quartermaster general, advising him that 120,000 rations had 
been ordered to that post. The letter was dated the 21st of January. 

The march was continued to Fort King, passing on the 20th of February the battle ground of the 
eallant band cut off under Major Dade on the 28th of December, where we interred the bodies of 106 
heroes. No language can do justice to the scene, The remains of our mutilated brothers in arms were 
found where they had fallen, at their posts—the very position of the advance guard being clearly indicated. 
Our troops marched to solemn music around the little breastwork which had been hastily thrown up, and 
where the last of the party were destroyed; cach individual lying at the breastworks, where, beyond a 
doubt, he fell in the execution of his duty. We continued our march a short distance that day; and on 
the 22d, as if to eclebrate the birth of him who was “first in war, first in peace, and first in the hearts of 
his countrymen,” we arrived at Fort Ning, and gave an agreeable surprise to one company of artillery, 
the garrison of that post, which, from its isolated and exposed situation, had been reported in the presses 
of the country as having been assaulted and destroyed by the Indians. The garrison had, indeed, been 
exposed but was well prepared to give the enemy a warm reception. The guard, on the approach of 
General Gaines, was paraded, and the customary honor paid in due form; but where were the hearts of all 
at that moment? The writer of this confesses “he turned aside to wipe away a tear.” 

The general, contrary to his reasonable expectations, found no sufficient supply of stores of any kind. 
The next morning, the 25d, all the horses were sent to Fort Drane, twenty-two miles northwest, with a 
suitable convoy, for a supply of provisions. The 24th brought us all that could be procured, and it was 
ascertained to be but seven days’ rations, which, with two days’ supply found at Fort King, made up all 
that could be looked for in that quarter. The general had then to decide upon his next movement To 
remain at Fort King, without supplies, was out of the question; to proceed further north might embarrass 
the operations of another officer then ascertained to be employed at Picolata in preparing foree and sup- 
plies to penetrate the enemy’s country. After much and mature deliberation, the general decided to move 
south again by the battle ground of General Clinch, If the enemy should not be found, the general would, 
at ali events, reach supplies at Tampa Bay. His movements would occupy, and perhaps concentrate the 
enemy, and tend greatly to give security to the frontier, and enable families to return to their deserted 
plantations, and in safety recommence their peaceful avocations, the season having arrived for the com- 
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mencement of planting operations. Lastly, but not the least of the considerations, we might find and 
beat the enemy. 

The general moved from Fort King on the 26th of February, and on the 27th, at 2 o’elock, we were 
on the right bank of the Withlacoochee, at the place where General Clinch crossed the river the 31st of 
December preceding. The troops had advanced from Tampa Bay, and to this time the same order of march 
has been preserved, in three columns, a right, centre, and left, respectively, about one hundred yards distance 
from each other, with a strong advanced and rear guard—the baggage being in the rear of the centre 
column. In this order it followed that we struck the river at three points; the advanced guard, as the 
centre, being at the usual crossing place. The baggage and the rear had been ordered to halt, as the 
general only designed examining the crossing place, Up to this time no attack or annoyance had been 
offered us since we left Tampa Bay, and but few of us expected it at the Withlacoochee. We were, there- 
fore, many of us, fully exposed while sounding and examining the river, and our exposure was matter of 
jocular remark, when, for the first time, on our left flank, a spirited fire was heard, accompanied by the 
enlivening war yell of the savage. The fight was continued about half an hour, the enemy being on the 
left bank of the river, when the general ordered the troops to encamp near the river. We lost one killed 
and eight wounded, On the 28th we nioved down the river about two miles, where the banks were less 
covered with thicket, and the advance guard was here fired upon, and Lieutenant Izard of the United 
States dragoons, mortally wounded — Ue fell, but partially recovering himself, commanded his men, with 
the utmost composure, “to keep their positions and lie close;”? a command scarcely less remarkable than 
that of the lamented Lawrence—‘ Dow’t give up the ship.” Lieutenant Izard, after five days of suffering, 
died on the 5th of March, and was buried on the banks of the Withlacoochee—himself a loss too great 
for the savage foe ever to compensate. 

The fight was continued on the 28th, with little or no intermission, from about 9 o’cleck until 1 p. m., 
when we encamped again. During this period the Indians kept up a continuous yell, except during an 
interval, when they retreated for a short time. We lost this day, beside Lieutenant Izard, one killed, and 


4 


Captain Sanders, commanding the friendly Indians, and Captain Armstrong, of the United States schooner 
Motto, both volunteers, wounded, the latter shehtly. In the evening of this day an express was sent to 
Fort Drane to report to the officer commanding in that quarter that the enemy had been found in force, 
and to recommend an immediate movement, crossing the Withlacoochee some distance above, and thence 
to fall down upon the enemy’s rear, which it was hoped would terminate the war. 

On the 29th, in the morning, the enemy was silent, but the experience of the general looked upon it 
as onimous, and he ordered one-third of the command to remain at the breastworks—the remainder of the 
force being employed in preparing timber and canoes for crossing the river. At about 9 o’clock our 
working partics were fired upon, and simultaneously a vigorons fire poured into camp from three sides, 
that nearest the river being the only one not assailed. The tiring continued a little over two hours, during 
which we lost one man killed, and three officers and thirty non-commissioned and privates wounded. The 
force of the enemy was estimated at twelve hundred or fifteen hundred. General Gaines was wounded 
by a small rifie ball, which passed through his lower lip, making a very slight wound, but knocking out 
one lower toothand slightly fracturing two upper teeth. This wasa most startling incident to all as soon 
as known, but affected everybody more than the gallant hero himself, who, with the most heart-cheering 
good humor, observed that it was extremely unkind for the enemy to take a tooth from him which he valued 
so highly. Lieutenant Duncan, of the artillery, was slightly wounded, and Lieutenant E. Smith, of the 
Louisiana volunteers, was wounded no less than three times. The enemy at length retired in some haste, 
for, contrary to their custom, they left one of their dead, after dragging the body some distance; they took 
his rifle, but we found him well supplied with powder and about sixty bullets. 

The enemy, contrary to expectation, having crossed the river, it was evidently unnecessary for the 
troops from Fort Drane to go higher up, and, accordingly, General Gaines sent another express that 
evening, suggesting the expediency of a movement directly to Camp Izard, (the name he had given his 
own camp,) requesting, as he had done by the previous express, a supply of six thousand rations of pork, 
fiour, and sugar. On the 2d, 8d, 4th and Sth days of March the enemy fired at intervals, both day and 
night, upon our camp, which we secured by breastworks of pine logs, within which most of the command 
enjoyed themselves in conversation, and speculating upon probabilities as to whether supplies would 
reach us, while our sharp-shooters were amusing themselves in picking off the Indians from behind 
the trees, 

As our provisions diminished, we began to inquire into the virtues of roots and the comparative 
excellence of horse-meat. At a meeting of officers all the corn was thrown into the public crib, and an 
issue of a pint made to those men whose bread had been exhausted. At length bread, corn, and meat 
disappeared, and some of the men were two days without food. What was then the feeling in camp? 
Let it be recorded to the honor of every man, and let no one from false modesty hesitate to yield his feel- 
ines to the gratification of noble pride, when he recolleets that not a murmur was heard, nor a whisper of 
retreat circulated from any quarter. Far from it. Some horses were killed, and a very delicate piece 
was brought to the general at his tent, who found it remarkably tender and well-flavored. We felt very 
well able to maintain ourselves at least three weeks if necessary, and by that time, at least, the force 
from above must certainly come down, and the Indians would assuredly be taken. These were our reflec- 
tions on the night of the 5th, when, at about 10 o’clock, we heard some one calling from the woods and 
wishing to speak with us. The officer of the guard answered the man, and demanded his designs; he 
distinctly stated that the Indians were tired of fighting, and wanted to make peace. The general ordered 
the officer of the guard to answer, that if he wanted to say anything, to come in the morning with a white 
flae, and he should not be fired upon. He replied, “ very well,” repeating his desire to come in and have 
a friendly talk and to shake Jiands. This was soon circulated throughout the camp, but from the well- 
known treachery of the Indians we were ordered to be particularly on our guard, and continue so all 
night. 

~ During the day of the 5th we lost one man killed and had two wounded; the only casualties which 
had occurred since the 29th. On the morning of the 6th, at about 10 o’clock, about 300 of the Indians filed 
out from the river and took up a position in our rear, about 500 yards distant. They were armed, and we 
were fully in the belief that this was a mere feint, supposing the residue of their force in a neighboring 
hammock, and we were confident of a desperate assault from some other quarter. We were at a stand, 
waiting their movements some minutes. At length one or two advanced a short distance, and after con- 
siderable hesitation on their parts, the result of their fears lest we should entrap them, they approached 
near enough to be heard, and after being joined by three or four others came within about 200 yards and 
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repeated what had been declared the night before. The general then directed a staff officer to go out to 
them and hear what they had to say. It was soon reported to the general that the Indians did not wish 
to fight any more, but they wanted him to retire from the Withlecoochee. The staff officer was then 
ordered to return to them, and in the plainest language to tell them the exact truth as to the force 
ordered into the country to subdue them; that additional force was expected every day; that the time 
was near when every Indian found with a rifle in his hand would be shot down. This was communicated 
with such explanations as were deemed necessary to give it force; and they then said they would go and 
hold a council, and would assemble again in the afternoon to give an answer. In the afternoon they came 
as before, including, as in the morning, the celebrated Powell, and scarce less celebrated Jumper, with 
several others, and with the interpreter Abram. The general’s staff officer had with him two or three 
others from our camp at the talk. The Indians repeated much of what they had said in the morning; 
that they had lost many men by death and wounds, and were tired of the war and wanted peace; but as 
their governor, as they called him, Micanopy, was not with them, they wanted time to consult him; 
they therefore asked a cessation of the war. The staff officer, having been previously instructed by the 
general, told them that if they would engage to cease from all acts of hostility, retire south of the With- 
lacoochee, and promise to attend a council when called upon by the United States commissioners, they 
should not for the present be molested. They auswered that for themselves they would, and did promise 
all that was required. At that moment a noise was heard from that portion of the Indians at a distance, 
and they were seen running towards the river. It was easy to conjecture the cause. Immediately atter- 
wards General Clinch, with 500 men and supplies, came gallantly on; and his advance guard of mounted 
men, seeing Indians, and not knowing the purpose of their being where they were, formed a line promptly 
to the left and fired; but the fleetness of the Indians saved them; they were beyond the reach of gunshot, 
and were soon out of sight and over the river. 

Then followed one of the most delightful greetings imaginable, 
and was soon within hail of friends; and were we not all friends indeed ? 
divested of their surplus bread, &c., until their haversacks were emptied and our command feasted, 
f pork and bread, with sugar, besides about forty head of 


General Clinch’s force moved onward, 
The new-comers were soon 


General Clinch brought two days’ supply o 
cattle, many of which did not live out that night. 

On the 8th a negro man was sent over the river, who had a wife among the hostiles, with orders to 
account for his appearance among them in any way he might choose; to see and talk with them; to 
The 9th he did not return, and much doubt prevailed as to the 

On this day, the 9ti, General Gaines thought proper to deliver 
the command over to General Clinch. We all regretted, and yet were pleased with the change; regretted 
to lose the presence of a tried, experienced, and gallant general, whose deportment commanded respect, 
whose judgment insured confidence, and whose mild and amiable manners won the affectionate regard of 
every one; but if a change was deemed a public duty, to whom could the command be assigned with so 
much satisfaction to his troops as to General Clinch, who came nobly to their aid with all the despatch 
and all the assistance in his power, and whose manners were an index of his generous and heart-cunobling 


ascertain their location and wishes. 
position and disposition of the enemy. 


qualities ? 
General Clinch, for reasons assigned in orders, directed a movement to this place, te commence on 
In the midst of a heavy rain the march commenced, and the troops moved 


the 10th instant, at ten o’clock. 
In the evening the negro man who had been sent among the foe came 


about seven miles and encamped. 
in, and, to our great satisfaction, confirmed in the most precise manner the truth and sincerity of all the 
He went among them and found they had moved some fifteen or twenty miles up 


Indians had professed. 
They gave 


the river, and had dispersed over a space of some two miles or more, in several encampmenis. 
the negro every assurance of a pacific disposition on their part, stated that they had ordered their young 
men to abstain from war, and that they had seen our men fishing in the river and had abstained from 
They stated that thirty had been killed in the several battles on the Withlacoochee 


firing upon them, 
be observed that no terms have been offered 


between the 27th of February and 5th of March. It must 
the Indians; and although there can be no doubt of their having been broken in spirit, it is yet to be seen 
whether they will suffer the dictation of terms which it is understood are to be imposed on them. It is 
certainly known through the negro man that they do not wish to go west, and they may refuse to comply 
with a requirement to do so, 
General Gaines arrived at this place to-day, in good health. 
I have the honor to be, with the highest respect, your obedient servant, 
KE. A. HITCHCOCK, Captain United States Army. 


Hon. Francis 5. Lyon, M. C., Washington City. 


No, 150. 
Camp Sapzine, near the Sabine river, May 18, 1836. 

Dear Sir: I take the liberty to enclose herewith a copy of a letter to a friend on the subject of the 
late movements in Florida under General Gaines. 

I had written nothing relative to that campaign with a view for publication, nor should I now send 
the enclosed had I not lately seen in some of the papers strange misrepresentations of facts which should 
not be permitted to pass unnoticed. 

I have had time only roughly to sketch the principal features of the campaign, but the letter is at the 
service of the public, and I shall be obliged by your giving it an insertion in your paper. 

Iam, with great respect, Xc., 
GEO. A. McCALL. 


The Epiror or tHE New Orieans Buietiy. 


My Dear Sir: A rapid change of position and almost constant occupation during the last four months 
have prevented until now my making the Florida war the subject of a letter. The first intelligence of 
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“actual hostilities” in that section of his military department was received by General Gaines at New 
Orleans whilst on a tour of inspection to the Gulf posts. The news of the massacre of Dade’s detachment 
had burst like a thunder-clap upon the inhabitants of the great southern emporium. On receiving the 
official report of this sad disaster General Gaines immediately addressed to the adjutant general at 
Washington a letter, in which he urged that no time should be lost in applying to the savages on that 
frontier the last and obvious means of correction, at the same time declaring, from his knowledge of the 
Seminole Indians and the country they inhabited, his conviction that the only sure means of speedily and 
effectually terminating the difficulties in that quarter would be to bring into the field an army of at least 
four thousand men, aided and supported by a strong naval force. Under this impression, he recommended 
that the sixth and part of the first and seventh regiments of infantry be ordered to Florida, to reinforce 
the United States troops on the Gulf, and such volunteers from the adjoining States as the emergency 
might call forth. On the same day he made a requisition on the governor of Louisiana for a regiment of 
riflemen or infantry, and soon after requested of Commodore Bolton, at Pensacola, the co-operation of such 
naval force as he might feel authorized to order on that service. Some days subsequent to this, the receipt 
of intelligence that Fort Brooke (Tampa Bay) was invested by the Indians and negroes, and the garrison 
in danger of being eut off, determined General Gaines to proceed at once to their relief with what force 
he might be able to collect at New Orleans. He accordingly wrote by express to General Clinch, who 
commanded in Florida, and was at that time at Fort King, one hundred miles north of Fort Brooke, that 
he (General Gaines) would be at the latter post on the 8th of February with seven hundred men. General 
Clinch, it was understood, would have, by that time, a respectable force (volunteers) from Georgia and 
the upper counties of Florida. Ile was accordingly ordered, if strong enough to take the field, to march 
to the southward in time to effect a junction with General Gaines at or near Fort Brooke. Under these 
circumstances, General Gaines embarked at New Orleans on the night of the 3d of February, with a 
brigade of about eleven hundred nen—to which number his force had fortunately increased-—consisting 
of six companies of the 4th infantry, under Lieutenant Colonel Twiggs, and a regiment of Louisiana 
volunteers under the command of General P. I. Smith, adjutant general of the State. The transports, 
being steamboats, were obliged to touch at Pensacola for wood; and here it was that General Gaines met 
the adjutant general’s letter of the 22d January, which purported to cover the ‘“ Order No. 7,” directing 
General Scott to repair to Florida, “and take command of the troops operating against the Indians in that 
quarter, This Order No. 7 was not enclosed, nor did General Gaines see it until his arrival at Fort King, 
sixteen days afterwards. This fact may be a matter of no great import, but as the continuance of the 
movement from Pensacola to Tampa, after his being notified that such an order had been issued, is one of 
the two prominent features of the campaign that has been very unhesitatingly criticised and condemned 
in some of the popular prints, it may be well to examine what might have been the consequences had he 
abandoned the expedition at that advanced stage of its progress. 

In command of a military department, he had received at a point far distant from the seat of federal 
government, whence alone special or new instructions could be sent him, the intelligence of a great and 
unlooked-for disaster having occurred on the extreme southern frontier of the country, occupied by the 
left wing of his division; he learned the melancholy news that a large white settlement had been overrun, 
sacked, and burnt, aud many of the inhabitants killed; the United States agent of Indian affairs murdered; 
eight valuable officers and ninety-eight brave soldiers of his division cut to pieces by an overwhelming 
savage foe | and he was aware that the military posts on the Lorders of the Indian country, viz: Forts 
Brooke, King, and Drane, with the station at Key West, all within his military department, were without 
any other work of defence than such as a daring leader with five hundred men might, at the risk of little 
loss, take and destroy in a few hours, the garrisons of three of those posts being insufficient for their 
defence. What, then, was the duty of the commander of the department? Had he hesitated one single 
moment he would indeed have merited the stern opprobrium of his fellow-citizens. He did not hesitate. 
He collected what force he could, and marched immediately for the theatre of war. On the route, and 
within two days’ march (by steam) of the Indian borders, he received a notification that General Scott 
had been ordered to repair from the city of Washington to Florida, “and take command of the troops 
operating against the Indians in that quarter.” At the same time he was informed that “the state of 
affairs west of the Mississippi might soon require his attention, if not his presence, in that quarter;” and 
he was directed to await further orders in the city of New Orleans. Had hostilities actually existed on 
the Louisiana frontier, and General Gaines received an order to repair thither immediately, it is difficult 
to say whether the historian would have approved or condemned his conduct at that stage of the game, 
had he obeyed the order, and, by so doing, ieft General Clinch, in expectation of a promised co-operation, 
to extricate himself as he could from any difficulty into which the failure on the part of General Gaines in 
preconcerted movements might peradventure throw him. And without General Gaines, the volunteers, his 
principal force, were unwilling to proceed; for, before they left New Orleans, he had pledged himself to 
accompany them whithersoever they went, and to stand by them as long as they would stand by him in 
repressing the rising spirit of savage devastation. Moreover, he was firmly persuaded that the instruc- 
tions from the War Department, requiring him to await further orders in the city of New Orleans, were 
forwarded before that department could possibly have received a detail of the circumstances which 
rendered the 7mmediate movement to Florida not only proper, but imperative. 

A little reflection determined him to continue the movement until the President should be apprised of 
all the particular circumstances attending it, or until the officer authorized to operate in his department 
should make his appearance in person in that part of the country which constituted the principal theatre 
of the war, or the Indians be subdued and the security of the frontier re-established. This view of the 
subject is based upon a sound principle of military law, and is supported by the ablest writers of all 
enlightened nations whose arms have been crowned with success. Had General Gaines failed to comply 
with this wise precept—had he disregarded this sacred injunction, he well knew that he might suffer the 
enemy to defeat a body of troops expecting his co-operation, and consequently leave the citizens dwelling 
within the limits of his command quivering beneath the upraised tomahawk and the blood-stained 
scalping-knife. 

Was it his duty, under such circumstances, to abandon an expedition on the prosecution of which the 
safety of the border people possibly hung; or was it his duty to strike promptly at the enemy, if possible 
subdue him, or at all events endeavor to check his devastations until the President should have notice of 
his streagth and the determined spirit with which he seemed prepared to carry on the war? 

General Gaines proceeded to Tampa Bay. On his arrival at Fort Brooke, he learned that the day 
previous a party of about one hundred of the friendly Indians had been attacked near the fort, and driven 
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in by a superior foree. The country occupied by the hostile tribes lying between Forts Brooke and 
King, no communication had been kept up between those posts since the massacre of Major Dade’s com- 
mand; and, consequently, General Gaines, on arriving at the first-named station, was unable to gather any 
information from which he could form even a tolerable conjecture of General Clinch’s strength or move. 
ments; but, relying on the co-operation of that officer, he determined, as soon as his horses could be landed, 
to place a sufficient garrison in the pickets, and with the remainder of his foree march out to meet him. 

Owing to the expense and difliculties attending the transportation of horses from New Orleans by 
sea, the baggage train brought with the brigade was necessarily small, and the expectation that the 
requisite number to complete the train might be procured at Tampa was not realized; the horses and 
cattle in that vicinity having been stolen or Jost during the alarm which broke up the settlement and 
drove the families for protection to the fort. Some half dozen Indian ponies were, I believe, all that the 
quartermaster could procure to add to the number brought from New Orleans. The question, then, 
among both officers and soldiers was not “what they might get along with,” but “what they could do 
withont on their march?” Ten days’ rations were issued to the troops, (five of which were to be carried 
in the haversacks,) and on the morning of the 13th the brigade took the field. The order of march was 
three columns, with an advance and a strong rear guard. The right was four companies of the second 
artillery, acting as infantry, commanded by Major Bolton; the centre seven companies of the fourth 
infantry, under Licutenant Colonel Foster; the left and rear being composed of the Louisiana volunteers, 
under Colonel Smith and Lieutenant Colonel Lawson, Lieutenant Colonel Twiges acting as brigadier. 

The friendly Indians, who, to the number of seventy-seven, accompanied the brigade, having reported 
their belief that the war party which attacked them a few days before was not only formidable, but was 
probably still encamped on the Alafia river at a point some fifteen miles from Fort Brooke and seven from 
the main road to Fort King, General Gaines made a detour to the right for the purpose of breaking it up, 
and driving before him this band of maranders. On the second day’s march, however, it was ascertained 
that the enemy had not been at Alafia in any strength; and the troops, having received two additional 
rations which had been directed to meet them by water at Warren’s, proceeded on their route. On 
approaching the Withlacoochee, on Dade’s line of march, and some thirty miles above Clinch’s battle 
ground, the friendly Indians expressed their firm belief that a vigorous attack would be made the 
following day, and urged strenuously that they might be permitted to return home, ¢@. e., to Fort Brooke. 
This faltering on the approach of battle created some surprise, not unmingled with distrust of their 
fidelity. A half hour’s talk, however, reassured them, and they moved on without evincing any further 
timidity. 

The expected attack, however, was not made, and the brigade arrived, without annoyance, at Dade’s 
battle ground, where funeral honors were paid to the gallant band, who had left on the trees around 
abundant proof of a field nobly contested against an overwhelming foe. The sad scene can never be 
erased from the memory of those who witnessed it; but its images, still vivid in the mind, recall feelings 
too painfal to permit me to dwell longer upon a scene which has already been described by many. 

Up to this time—the eighth day since he marched from Fort Brooke—General Gaines had been in 
hourly expectation of meeting Clinch; and the fall of a towering pine, which, in those extensive wilds, 
produces a sound if is difficult to distinguish from the report of distant artillery, was on two occasions 
the cause of long and animated discussion among all ranks, whilst at the end of every mile some further 
indication of Clinch’s approach was looked for. Knowing the promptness of that officer, General Gaines 
could not now but apprehend that some serious obstacle had arisen to prevent the desired junction. Being 
only about forty miles from Fort King, the general felt bound to proceed thither to ascertain the situation 
of Clinch’s command, and, if possible, gain some information with regard to the movements of the enemy. 
His only doubt with regard to the expediency of proceeding thither was on the score of provisions. This 
he mentioned to me on Dade’s battle ground, while a party detailed for the purpose was collecting the 
bodies of the slain for burial. He concluded by saying that the men had witi them enough to carry them 
back to Tampa, if he returned immediately, and that there were abundant supplies; but that, if he pro- 
ceeded to Fort King, he might not find a sufficient provision to make that position the basis of his opera- 
tions without embarrassing General Clinch, with whom he desired to co-operate, or General Scott, should 
he have arrived. I then remarked that an officer had just mentioned to ine that the quartermaster had 
received, before he left Fort Brooke, a letter from the quartermaster general, notifying him that 120,000 
rations had been ordered to Fort King in January preceding. This letter was immediately called for. 
It was from the Quartermaster General’s office, and dated the 19th (nineteenth) of January. The passage 
that had been referred to was as follows: 

“Large supplies of provisions have been ordered from New York for Fort King, and thirty thousand 
rations to St. Augustine from the same place.” 

This was the first time General Gaines saw the letter in question, or knew that a large additional 
supply had been ordered from New York to Fort King. THe had brought a large supply of subsistence 
and forage to Tampa Bay, and had written to General Clinch to that effect from New Orleans, intending 
to make Tampa the basis of his operations. But now, unable to gain the least information of General 
Clinch’s strength or movements, or those of the enemy, in any other way than by proceeding to Fort 
King, the acquisition of the information above detailed removed the only doubt he had entertained with 
reward to the expediency of the measure. He decided to push on without delay, and the order to march 
was given the moment the simple but solemn funeral rites of the band of heroes was concluded. I have 
been thus precise in this part of my narrative, because a want of knowledge of the circumstances 
attending this measure has caused the whole movement to be so misconstrued as to lay General Gaines 
liable to the charge of dashing heedlessly into the wilderness without any plan of operations—suflering 
himself to be separated by a wide district of the enemy’s country from the depot of his supplies, and 
thus exposing his men to hardships and privations as unnecessary as profitless. 

But this is the second principal feature of the campaign that has been most unhesitatingly criticised, 
of which more anon. To return to the thread of my narrative. 

The troops reached Fort King on the 22d of February, without mecting with any accident worthy of 
remark, A single company of the 3d artillery constituted the garrison of this station. General Clinch, 
with his principal force, was at Fort Drane, twenty-two miles to the northwest. With great regret 
General Gaines now learned that Clinch had not received the expected reinforcements from the northern 
borders of the Territory, but two volunteer companies having joincd him from that quarter. His force 
was four companies of artillery and one of infantry, and the two companies of volunteers I have men- 
tioned. General Gaines was not less disappointed when he was told that the supply of provisions at 
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these two posts (King and Drane) was little more than sufficient for their support. Whether this disap- 
pointment was consequent to a reasonable expectation or not I shall not pretend to determine. The 
simple facts from which must be determined the reasonableness or unreasonableness of the conclusion 
drawn from the information received by General Gaines on the battle ground are these: The troops had 
marched from Fort Brooke on the 13th with ten days’ rations; at the Alafia they received two days’ 
rations, brought thither by water, making in all twelve—that is, they were provisioned to include the 24th 
of February. On the 20th of February General Gaines saw the letter of the 19th January, already alluded 
to. From the date of the letter to the day he saw it, inclusive, is thirty-two days; and to the 24th of 
February, the day to which his troops had been provisioned, is thirty-six days. The supplies had been 
ordered on the 19th; how long before that he knew not. The facilities of water transportation from New 
York to the mouth cf the St. John’s river, and up that river by steam to Picolata, whence it is about 
seventy miles to Fort Drane and ninety-two to Fort King, led to the conclusion that, in thirty-six days, 
the supply would have reached its destination. The roads the troops had travelled were in fine order, the 
season having been remarkably dry. We were told no rain had fallen from some time in September till 
the day before we reached Dade’s battle ground, when there was a slight rain. 

At Fort King it was learned that preparations were making for the campaign at Picolata, under 
direction of General Scott. It was thought, however, that he would not be enabled to take the field with 
any considerable force for some time. 

Finding he could expect no immediate co-operation from a quarter where he had expected to meet a 
considerabie force, Clinch’s command being barely sufficient to supply the necessary escorts to the provi- 
sion wagons between Picolata and Fort Drane, and unwilling to draw upon the nucleus of supplies here 
collecting, General Gaines decided on returning immediately to Tampa Bay, and making that the basis 
of lis operations. He informed General Clinch of this, and requested barely a sufficient supply to last 
him on the march, He had marched from Fort Brocke to Fort King by the main route—the common 
This road is longer by a day’s march than the route by Chocochater. He-therefore deter- 
mined to return by the latter, it was, indeed, the opinion at Fort King that the Indians had established 
themselves near the point at which this track crosses the Withlacoochee, viz: Clinch’s battle ground. If 
so, so much tLe better—he might beat them by the way; at any rate, the movement of 1,000 men through 
the country occupied by the Indians would have the effect of keeping them concentrated, and therefore 
relieve the fronticr from petty depredations. Of the 77 friendly Indians who accompanied the brigade 
from Fort Brooke, ten returned with it, the balance remaining with General Clinch. These men, who 
acted as guides, promised to find a ford somewhere near the point at which General Clinch had crossed. 

On the 27th General Gaines reached the Withlacoochee at this point, and a half hour or more had 
been passed in searching for the ford, when the enemy opened a fire from the opposite bank. The stream 
is about forty yards wide, but deep and rapid. A few companies were immediately brought into action, 
and very soon the fire became general from the left to the centre. This skirmish, the first bush fighting 
the men had seen, lasted half an hour. The loss of the troops was one killed and seven wounded. The 
troops encamped near the river, and the guides declared the ford must be about three miles below, where 
The next morning, by sunrise, the three columns marched for 


wagon road, 


a trail leading to the right struck the river. 
the point indicated, on reaching which a spirited fire was immediately opened from the opposite bank; it 
was quickly returned, and continued, with occasional intermissions, till one o’clock. In the early part of 
this action Lieutenant Izard, a gallant soldier, was mortally wounded, The loss this day was one killed 
and three wounded, The stream at this point also proved too deep to be forded; and the guides, who 
had been accustomed to hunt in the lower country, and had not been in this section for many years, were 
totally at fanit. The banks of the stream, however, at this point, were less thickly clad with the cus- 
tomary undergrowth, and the general determined to cross. A detail was accordingly made to prepare 
canoes, and the flooring of a pontoon bridge; and the cheerful sound of the axe was soon mingled with 
the crack of the rifle and the animating war-cry. At four o’clock p.m, a distant, but very loud, whooping 
was heard, which indicated the approach of a large reinforcement to the enemy from the opposite side. 
The friendly Indians immediately declared it to be Micanopy, whose force they estimated at 800 warriors. 

General Gaines, then satisfied that the whole force of the enemy was in the field, considered the 
opportunity of bringing the war to a close too favorable to be lost. Under this impression he sent an 
express to General Clinch, recommending an immediate movement of the force under him, with an addi- 
tional supply of ammunition and provisions. Clinch was desired to cross the river some ten miles above, 
and move down on the left bank. General Gaines added that he would, in the meantime, endeavor to 
amuse the enemy, prepare his boats, &e., for crossing, but would not cross until he heard from Fort Drane, 
wiere General Clinch expected by this tine some accession to his force. 

By this movement it was believed the two brigades would be enabled to attack the enemy in front 
and rear at the same time, and probably terminate the war in a few days. The customary log breast- 
work was thrown up, about three feet high, and the troops slept undisturbed that night. The following 
morning an attack was thought not improbable from some quarter, and one-third of the men were kept 
on duty at the breastwork. At ten o’clock a.m. the working parties were fired upon, and immediately 
afterwards a dashing attack was made on three sides of the camp. The Indians advanced boldly and 
fired with great rapidity, but not with precision, At one time they set fire to the high grass and pal- 
metto on the windward side of the camp, and made a bold dash under cover of the smoke, which, mingled 
with flame, came rolling towards the breastwork like a heavy sea. The fire was coolly extinguished, and 
the audacity of the assailants punished by Louisiana riflemen. The fight lasted till a few minutes past 
12 o’clock m., when the enemy withdrew. Their numbers were estimated, by those considered the best 
judges, at 1,500. The troops having the advantage of the slight breastwork before mentioned, lost this 
day only one sergeant killed, and thirty-four officers and men wounded. Among the latter was General 
The loss of the enemy was considerable, the troops firing with a coolness and precision 


Gaines himself. 
Nor sheuld the 29th of February be passed without bestowing a word 


that would do honor to veterans. 
of praise on the marked gallantry of these red assailants, who fought—many an old Indian fighter present 
said—“ as Indians never fought before.” 
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As the Indians had crossed the river, a runner was sent that night*to General Clinch, informing him 
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of the occurrences of the morning. In concluding this letter, General Gaines said, have abstained 
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and shall abstain from a sortie till T hear from you, in expectation that this course will tend to keep tiem 


I am now satisfied that a direct movement 
yesterday. 
should not 


together, whilst a sortie might contribute to disperse them. 
to this place is more desirable than to cross the river higher up, as 1 suggested in my letter of 
I am, moreover, of opinion that, if mounted men can be obtained in a few days, your force 
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move from Fort Drane without that description of troops.” The Indians move with too much celerity to 
be pursued in that country, with any chance of success, by any other than mounted men, The see pig 
day, March IJ, there was light : skirmishing, and RS shots were fired at those who passed out of 
camp. 
On the morning of the 2d of March an attack was made nearly as vigorous as that of the 29th, 
and was kept up for one hour; but the troops having raised the breastwork, sustained little loss. Tt was 
possible that General Clinch might arrive this afternoon, and many of the men who were getting hunery, 
beeran to look e agerly for his appearance ; though when they were told that, if he should be detained by 
the non-arrival of the mounted men, it might yet be some days before they received a supply of provisions, 
in which case they must be content to dine on horse-meat uatil the ry could do better, TI do not think there 
was aman but declared his willingness to do so, as long as there was a prospect of bringing the war to 
a successful termination by so doing. All the corn in camp was turned in, as common stock, and afforded 
about a pint per man, and afterwards some horses were killed, and the meat regularly issued. The 3d, 
4th, and Sth of March did not produce any incidents greatly differing from those of the preceding days, 
The Indians were frequently firing into the camp, by night as well as oy day, generally selecting the 
hour of guard mounting or parade, when the men were most exposed, Our sharp-shooters, however, kept 
them at lone shots, and their bullets whistled through the camp without doing much execution. On these 
occasions, as usual, the woods rung with the animating war-cry. During this time the troops lost but one 
man killed and two wounded. 

At 10 w’clock p.m. on the Sth some one was heard hailing the camp. It was at first supposed to be 
a return express from Fort Drane, who was thus giving notice of his approach, lest he should be fired on 
by the sentinels, Ile was told to advance. Ina few moments a negro called out at the top of his voice, 
“The Indians are tired of fighting, and wish to come in to-morrow to shake hands.” Ue was told that if 
they had anything to say, they might eome in the morning with a white flag, and they would be heard; 
whereupon he retired, bidding us a hearty “good night.” At 10 veers a.m. on the 6th 800 warriors, 
or thereabout, drew up in line facing the rear of the camp, at the d listance of 450 or 500 yards. After 
some delay and apparent "i ‘sitation on their part, two or three advanced about halt way, With a white 
flae. Here they were met by Adjutant Barrow, to whom they communicated their desire to have a talk 
with General Gaines. Captain Hitchcock, acting inspector general, was then sent to hear what they lad 
to say. He returned and reported that the Indians did not wish to fight any more, but that they were 
desirous that the troops should withdraw from the Withlacoochee. They said 9d had lost a great m: ny 
warriors, and were unwilling to lose any more, except in the course of nature, or perchance by the fall of 
a forest tree. The celebrated Oceola was much dejected and apparently subdned in spirit. Captain 
Hitcheock was directed to return and tell them that a large force would soon be in the field, and the 
inevitable consequence of their refusing to come to terms would be the destruction of a great portion of 
the nation, They expressed a desire to treat with General Gaines, and said they would hold a council on 
the subject, and give their answer in the afternoon. They returned at the ¢ ippointed time, and again 
expre ‘ssed their desire to make peace with General Gaines, but said their act could not be binding without 
the sanction of Micanopy, the principal chief, who had gone to his town. They said they would send for 
him and then sign a treaty. Captain UWitcheock then communicated to them what he had been instructed 
to say, Viz: that General Gaines had no authority to treat with them, but that if they would return to the 
south side of the Withlacoochee, and remain there without molesting the inhabitants of the country, until 
the United States commissioners should an 0 a time and place to meet them, they should not for the 
present be disturbed. The chiefs present gave their praise todo so. At this moment General Clinch’s 
advance came in sight of the party that had accompanied the chiefs, and, not knowing what was passing 
at the camp, whee led into a line and poured a volley upon the Indians, who immediately fled and crossed 
the river, as did the chiefs who were with Captain Hitcheock, fearing, no doubt, they would be shot down. 
This broke up the conference. 

The brigade with Clinch were met with heartfelt greetings. He brought the greater part of the 
garrison from Fort Drane, and a squadron of mounted men, raised in the counties immediately north of 
Fort Drane; and with them all the supplies his slender means of transportation would allow, together 
with 40 head of beef cattle. From this time up to the 9th of March the Indians remained true to their 
promise to abstain from hostilities, our men having frequently during these days fished and bathed in 
the river without molestation. Micanopy, however, did not arrive, and General Gaines decided this day 
(see Order No, 7) to place the troops under the command of General Clinch, whose gallantry and decision 
had proved him so worthy of the trust, and prepared to return immediately to New Orleans, in pursuance 
of the instructions le had received at Pensacola. 

On the 10th General Clinch took up the line of march for Fort Drane. That night a negro, who had 
a wife among the hostile Indians, and among whom he had been sent on the 8th, returned and reported 
that they assured him of their intention to adhere to their promises; and told him they would meet the 
whites on the Withlacoochce in five days, and bring with them all the principal chiefs. They said they 
had seen our men fishing, but, desiring to be at peace, did not fire on them. 

The troops encamped about three miles south of Fort Drane; thither General Gaines proceeded, and 
soon after set out on his return to New Orleans, by the way of Tallahassee and Pensacola. At New 
Orleans he received the instructions from the War Department relative to this frontier, and immediately 
procec ded to Fort Jesup. 

This is a rough sketch, but you may rely on the facts, and you are at liberty to make use of the letter 
if you think proper, for the information of the public. 

With constant regard, I am your most obedient servant, 
GEORGE A. McCALL, Acting Assistant Adjutant General. 


No. 151. 
Extract from a letter from Brigadier General Clinch to General R. Jones, adjutant general, dated 


lorr Kine, January 22, 1835 
Sir: I wrote you a few days since, via St. Augustine, but, as the letter may not reach you as soon as 
by the regular mail-route, I have thought it proper to write you again, on a subject which formed part of 
my last communication. 
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In that communication I stated that if it was the intention of the government to remove the Semi- 
nole Indians west in the spring, with or without their consent, it would be necessary, in my opinion, to 
send four additional companies to this post aud two to Fort Brooke, and two six-pounders to each post. 
The more I see of this tribe of Indians the more fully Tam convinced that they have not the least inten- 
tion of fulfilling their treaty stipulations, unless compelled to do so by a stronger force than mere words. 
Their minds have been so completely perverted by a set of interested and designing men that no argument 
or reasoning will have the least influence with them except the argument of force ; and if a sufficient 
military force to overawe them is not sent into the nation, they will not be removed, and the whole 
frontier may be laid waste by a combination of the Indians, Indian negroes, and the negroes on the 
plantations. It is useless to mince this question—it should be met, and met firmly, if their treaty is to 
be carried into effect; and I do not hesitate to state, and I do so from some small knowledge of the 
Indian character, that a large majority of this nation have not the most distant idea of going west, and 
they will not do so unless compelled by a strong military force. 1 have therefore felt it my duty to make 
known to the gencral-in-chief my views on this subject, and to call for a sufficient military force completely 
equipped for active field service, (and not with thirteen rounds of cartridges per man,) so as to enable 
me to assume any attitude that the government may think proper to order me to take in relation to this 
wilfully deluded tribe. 

I am, with high respect, your obedient servant, 
D. L. CLINCH, Brevet Brig. Gen., Col. 4th Infantry, Commanding. 


Extract from a letter from General Clinch to General Jones, adjutant general, dated 
Sr. Avcusting, October 8, 1835. 

Sir: The time will soon arrive when a large number of the Seminole tribe of Indians have agreed to 
remove to the west. 

There are still, however, a large number that are unwilling to remove, and from recent indications 
I am induced to believe that foree will have to be used to compel them to comply with their treaty stipu- 
lations. When the peculiar nature, extent, and exposed state of the Indian frontier are taken into 
cousideration, it will, I think, be readily admitted that the force placed under my command is inadequate 
to enforce a compliance with their treaty and to give such protection to the froutier settlements as their 
apprehensions from the Indians, and from another species of population, induce them to expect from the 
government. Under this view of the case, 1 am induced respectfully to submit a few remarks for the 
consideration of the general-in-chief, and, if approved by him, for that of the proper department. I 
consider the force already in Florida suflicient to meet and control the whole of the refractory Seminoles 
if they could be concentrated. But when scattered over a large extent of country, composed of marshes 
and swamps that are almost impenetrable to the white man, it is entirely inadequate to give that pro- 
tection and quict to the frontier inhabitants which they expect. 

Frequent applications have already been made from different sections of the country for protection, 
in case we should have any difficulty in removing the Seminoles, and some of the most respectable 
planters fear that there is already a secret and improper communication carried on between the refractory 
Indians, Indian negroes, and some of the plantation negroes. For the better protection of the frontier 
settlements, and to stop all intercourse between the Indians and plantations, i: case any difficulty should 
arise in removing the Indians, I] strongly and respectfully urge and recommend the calling into the service 
of the United States, for the terms of two or three months, 150 mounted volunteers, to be stationed at such 
points as the commanding officer may think best to effect the object in view, and not to be ordered within 
the Indian boundary unless in case of absolute necessity. This foree to be held ready, but not to be 
called into actual service until required, and to be disbanded as soon as their services could be dispensed 
with. 
This species of force would, in my opinion, owing to the nature of the country, be the most efficient 
and least expensive, under all the circumstances of the case, that could be employed. Being well mounted, 
and all of them good woodsmen, good riders, and well acquainted with every part of the country, and 
many of them deeply interested in its protection, would give them a decided advantage over any other 
species of troops for the kind of service they would be required to perform, and I have no doubt they 
could be raised without any difficulty. 

I have the honor further to request that one of the revenue cutters stationed on the Gulf of Mexico 
may be ordered to cruise along the coast from Charlotte’s harbor to Tampa Bay, between the first of 
December and the first of January next, to co-operate with Brevet Major Dade’s command in ordering in 
if necessary, all the Indians they may find on that coast; and on their arrival at Tampa 


and securing 
A small armed 
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Bay to remain subject to the orders of the ofticer commanding the troops in Florida. 
vessel of that class would, in my opinion, aid our operations very much, and could be placed on that kind 
of duty for a short time without the least injury to the revenue service. 

The service assigned me and the troops under my command is arduous, disagreeable and perpiexing, 
and without the least prospect of reaping any honor; but it will be cheerfully performed to the best of 
ny abilities. 

I feel deeply anxious to remove the Seminole nation without resorting to force ; bat being on the 
ground and in possession of ail the facts, 1 feel it my duty to state them for the information of the general- 
in-chief and the Department of War, and to give it as my opinion that we shall have to strike a blow at 
the Mickasuky tribes before they will surrender the murderers of Dalton, or agree to comply with their 
treaty. This, however, will be the last alternative; but 1 carnestly request that the government will 
place the means in my hands to enable me, when it becomes absolutely necessary, to strike eff ctually, 
and to give protection to the frontier settlements ; otherwise many lives and much property may be lost. 

I have the honor to be, &c., 
D. L. CLINCH, Bree. Brig. Gen., Col. 4th Infantry, Communding. 


Brigadier General ite JONES, Adjutant i neral, Washington, 
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Extract from a lelter from General Clinch to General Jones, adjutant general, dated 
Sr. Aveustine, October 1T, 1835. 

Sir: The enclosed copy of a letter from Lieutenant Colonel Fanning is submitted for the considera- 
tion of the general-in-chief. My first wish is to carry out the humane and benevolent views of the 
government in relation to the Seminole Indians, in the way most conducive to their comfort and happiness, 
and least expensive to the nation. With these objects constantly in view, I may have rather under- 
estimated the means necessary to carry into effect the views and plans of the government. By referring, 
however, to my letter of the 18th of January last, you will perceive that I requested that six companies 
might be added to the command in Florida, four of which only were ordered to Fort King. In my 
communication of the 8th instant I state: “I consider the whole force already in Florida sufficient to meet 
and control the whole of the refractory Seminoles, if they could be concentrated. But when scattered 
over a large extent of country, composed of marshes and swamps that are almost impenetrable to the 
white man, it is entirely inadequate to give that protection and quict to the frontier inhabitants which 


they expect.” 


Since writing the foregoing I have been informed, by Assistant Surgeon Archer, that nearly 100 of 


the command now at Fort King have been more or less sick, within the last two or three months, aud, 
although many of them are fit for garrison duty, and most of the others are convalescent, they cannot be 
relied ‘on for ‘active and efficient service. | therefore have the honor respectfully to request that three 
additional companies be ordered to Fort King, with as little delay as practicable, with an ample supply 
of ball and buck-shot cartridges. 

Should this request be complied with, and the companies ordered from the north, it would be 
economy of time and money to engage transports, drawing not more than eight feet water, to take the 
troops direct to the St. John’s river, and land them on the west side of that river, opposite to Picolata, 
where there is a good road leading to Fort King, and from which place transportation could be sent to 
meet them, if timely notice is given to the commanding officer at that post. 

I have the honor to be, &c., 
D. L. CLINCH, Prev. Brig. Gen., Col. 4th Infantry, Commanding. 


Brigadier General R. Jones, dc. 





Extract from a letter from General Clinch to General Jones, adjutant general, dated 


Fort Derrance, icanopy, December 9, 1835. 

Sir: The uncertainty as to the time when the companies ordered from Louisiana will reach Tampa 
Bay, and the distance they will have to march through a hostile country before they can join my com- 
mand, induces me to request that four additional companies be ordered to join me with the least possible 
delay, completely prepared to take the field, with a good supply of ball and buck-shot cartridges. It is 
also very desirable to have fifty good muskets and fifty rifles sent at the same time, as there is a great 
deficiency of arms in the country. 

All the information I receive in relation to the movements of the Indians represent them as being in 
considerable force, and manifesting a determination to engage in murder and plunder. It appears, also, 
that they are joined by the negroes, and if they are not promptly put down this spirit may extend to the 
plantations. > 

If additional troops should be sent, they should be landed on the west bank of the St. Jolin’s, at 
Picolata, and marched from thence to Fort King. 

lam, with high respect, your most obedient servant, 
D. L. CLINCH, Bree. Brig. Gen., Col. {/), Infantry, Commanding. 


Brigadier General R. Jones, Adjutant General, Washington City. 


E:xrtract from a letter from General Clinch to General Jones, adjutant general, dated 


? 


Or 


ITeangvartrers Troors 1x Fiorina, Fort Drane, December 16, 1835. 

Sir: It is also very much to be regretted, as our Indian affairs have taken the course they have, that 
the four additional companies had not been ordered from the Atlantic instead of the Gulf, as in that 
event they could have joined before this, and I should have been in sufficient force to have operated, as 
soon as a suflicient quantity of provisions could have been placed in store at Fort King. As it is, it is 
impossible for me to form any idea when they will arrive at Tampa Bay, between which place and Fort 
King, a distance of 100 miles, through the centre of the hostile part of the Seminole nation, there is no 
communication, the Indians having, in several instances, stopped the runners, taken and broken open the 
letters. 

Thus, you will perceive, when the seven companies assemble at Fort Brooke, that my force will be 
equally divided, and neither part strong enough to effect much in a country like this. 

I am, sir, &c., 


D. L. CLINCH. 


eo) 


Brigadier General Jones, Adjutant General. 


Extract from a letter from General Clinch to General Jones, dated 


Heapgvarters Troops 1x Frortpa, January 11, 1836. 


Sir: Commodore Dallas has not informed me what direction he has given to the armed vessel ordered 
by the Secretary of the Navy to co-operate in the removal of the Indians. 














—— 
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I am prepared to meet, and treat with silent contempt, the thousand false and malicious statements 
that are going the rounds of the newspapers in relation to the operations of the troops in Florida; but I feel it 
due to my honor and reputation to say that I consider the Secretary of War has, (although 1 feel confident 
it was unintentional on his part,) in his official communication to the President of the United States, under 
date of the 30th November, 1835, done me a very serious injury. In that report he states that “ General 
Clinch has 14 companies placed under his command,” which has induced the people of the United States to 
believe that I have actually had that number of companies disposable, and prepared to take the field; when, 
in fact, I have had but six reduced companies, as it required one of the seven companies at Fort King to 
defend that place. 

At the time the Seeretary’s report was written the 14 companies alluded to by him were stationed at 
the different military posts as follows : 

1 company at Fort Marion, St. Augustine. 

6 at Fort King. 
2 at Fort Brocke, Tampa Bay. 
lat Key West, (the captain commanding it on leave of absence without my knowledge.) 

2 on their way from Fort Pickens, (Pensacola,) and Fort Morgan, Alabama, to Fort Brooke, and 2 
waiting orders at Forts Pike and Wood, ( Louisiana.) 

Seven of the companies were ordered to concentrate at Fort Brooke, 4 of which were ordered to pro- 
ceed 100 miles, to Fort King, before the Indians commenced their hostile operations. Since which all 
communication has been cut off between the two places. 

The loss of the public supplies, in November last, has caused great inconvenience, as it has taken 
nearly one-third of the regular troops to guard the provisions, &e., from Picolata to this post and Fort King. 

I hope a sufficient regular force to enable me to take and keep the field has, ere this, been ordered 
into Florida. 

I am, sir, your most obedient, 


YS 


. D. L. CLINCH. 
Brigadier General Jones, Adjutant General. 





No. 152. 


AssIsTANT QuarTERMASTER’s Orrice, New Orleans, August 16, 1836. 


Sir: I have this day seen a publication, in the National Intelligencer of the 27th July, taken from the 
New York Star, on the subject of the campaign in East Florida. The writer, in speaking of the arrival of 
the army at Tampa Bay, says : We there learned that the quartermaster at New Orleans, influenced by 
the representations made, or caused (as it was said) to be made, by General Gaines, that the war was 
closed, had abstained from sending on provisions he had been ordered to forward from that place. The 
whole of this part of his statement is incorrect. When or how he obtained this information I know not. 
General Gaines, on his return to New Orleans, told me to continue to send supplies, which was done 
promptly. Every exertion was made, both by myself and the assistant commissary, to obtain and forward 
the subsistence and forage required There was great difficulty in obtaining hard bread, and every barrel 
that could be had was immediately shipped. 

On the 31st of Mareb the assistant commissary at Fort Brooke forwarded a statement to the assistant 
commissary at New Orleans of the supplies on hand—216,750 rations of meat, 804,423 rations of bread and 
flour, and the small rations in proportion; at this time there were two vessels on the way, laden with sub- 
sistence and forage; and the bills of lading show that they were received on the 6th of April, in good condition. 
Now, it appears the army arrived at Tampa Bay the 3d, 4th, and oth April, and remained but a few days 
before they took their departure, and I cannot perceive where was the necessity of provisions, unless it 
was in the hard bread. This was unavoidable, for it could not be obtained, that is, the quantity required, 

My object in making this statement is to correct the error that General Gaines had, in any way, con- 
tributed to the withholding supplies from the army in Florida; also to show that there was no cessation 
on the part of the commissary or myself in procuring and forwarding the supplies at the earliest period 
possible. The proofs of this are contained in my list of shipments, now at Washington. 

I have the honor to be, sir, with high respect, your obedient servant, 
J. CLARK, Assistant Quartermaster. 


Major T. Cross, Acting Quariermaster General, Washington City. 
J ’ 7% ’ ; 





No. 153. 


Prcotata, Florida, March 1, 1836. 

Gexerat: I have to-day reported myself to Major General Scott at this place, after being detained four 
days by sickness on the way. 

The department here is deficient in means of transportation. I am told that wagons and horses are 
daily expected from Savannah. but cannot ascertain the number so expected. The road from this to Fort 
Drane (sixty-five miles) is a very bad one, parts of it deep sand, and other parts boggy, so that the teams 
‘sannot take more than half loads. 

Fort Drane is at General Clinch’s plantation, twenty miles nearly north of Fort King. 
tion of General Scott to organize his principal army at the former place. 

I have the honor to be, sir, with great respect, your obedient servant, 
S. SHANNON, Assistant Quartermaster. 


It is the inten- 


Major General T. S. Jesur, Quartermaster General U.S. A., Washington. 
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Tamra Bay, Plorida, April 11, 1836. 
Gexerat: Though I have been five days at this place T have not had time to make even my monthly 
papers for the last month, but will forward them by the next conveyance that offers. 

The right wing of the army, under the immediate orders of General Clinch, arrived here five days 
avo, having crossed the Withlacoochee at General Gaines’s camp, from which point a road was cut for 
the wagon train, as the army marched to this place on the west side of the Hillsborough river. We found 
here the central army under Colonel Lindsay, and part of the left under General Eustis; the other part 
being encamped fifteen miles north of this on the Fort Ning road, 

Yesterday the Louisiana regiment, about six hundred strong, 
they will be joined by two hundred mounted men from South Carolina, to make a tour to Pease creck, 


embarked for Charlotte’s harbor, where 


where it is said a few hundred of the hostile Indians are located, 

Boats are now constructing here to transport stores up the Withlacoochee; 
a command will be sent with stores to the mouth of that river, and up it fifteen or 
then the right wing will return by nearly the same route 


so soon as finished, (will 


be about three days, 
twenty miles, to a suitable position for a depot; 
to the large hammocks in the vicinity of the forks of the Withlacoochee: the centre and Jeft will mareh 
by the Fort King road, and turn to the left, so as to approach the same hammocks on the east side. The 
whole will be in motion on or about the 13th instant. 

We are still wanting in sufficient means of transportation, and have not now the time to increase its 
a number of horses (180) and wagons were required by Assistant Quartermaster Newcomb from Major 
Clark, which have not yet come to hand, though time sufficient has elapsed; and it is presumed they will 
not be sent, as we learn that Major Clark has been told by an officer of rank from the seat of war that the 
war is over, and concludes, of course, that they will not be wanted. 

In almost any other country the means we have would be sufficient; having with the right wing, for 
two thousand troops, about twenty-four four and five horse wagons, besides a small allowance of two-horse 
wagons to the troops, for the transportation of tents, &c. The other two armies have not quite so much 
in proportion to their strength. But the state of the roads will not admit of the wagons being over half 
loaded, and the horses and mules with the greatest care fail and break down to an alarming extent. We 
have lost many by death on the last march. 

I have the honor to be, sir, with great respect, your very obedient servant, 
S. SHANNON, Assistant Quartermaster. 


Major General Thomas 8. Jescr, Quartermaster General, U. S.A. Washington. 


‘ 


War Dorarruent, Jay 16, 1836. 


Sir: Tenclose for your information the copy of a letter this day addressed to Governor Call. The 
general views of the President as to the measures necessary for the defence of Florida are therein stated; 
and this letter, together with that to you of May 6, from the adjutant @eneral, will communicate all 
the information which scems requisite as to the opimtons entertaimed here upon the subject = T have to 
request that you would make such arrangements as the circumstances call for, so as to afford adequate 
protection to the settlements until it shall be deemed proper again to renew offensive operations. 

General Clinch has tendered his resignation, but the President is not willing to accept it, having 
confidence in his experience and military capacity. You are at liberty to leave Florida and resume the 
command of your department, whenever you think you can do so with a jast regard to public interest. 
You will turn over the command to Brigadier General Clinch, or, if he leaves the service, to the next 
officer in rank, furnishing such instructions as you shall think proper. 

The latest information from the Creek country ip Alabama leads to the opinion that the Creek Indians 
meditate hostilities. The governors of Alabama and Georgia have been authorized to call out such militia 
as may be necessary; and General Fenwick has been ordered to proceed to that country with six compa- 
nies of artillery. It is desirable that you should direct your personal attention to that quarter, and, if 
necessary, assume the command, calling for such a militia force, under your instructions of January 21, as 
you may find necessary. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 


LEWIS CASS. 


Major General ScoTT, Sf. Augustine, Florida. 


No. 156. 


War Departvent, Jay 16, 1836. 


Sir: I have received your letter of May 4.) You will perceive that while Major General Seott is in 
Florida, charged with the general measures of defence, it would not do for this department to authorize 
g ployment of a force independent of his authority. Still, however, if any portion 
of the frontier is left without defence, and the inhabitants exposed to danger, the President will sanction 
the calling ont by you of a force necessary to repel the attacks of the Indians. You may rely upon every 
disposition being felt here to afford due protection to the inhabitants of Florida, and to reduce the refrac- 


the organization and em 


tory Jndians to submission. 

General Scott, by the last advices, was at St. Augustine, awaiting the orders of the department. Te 
will be authorized, after putting the frontier in a proper state of defence, to turn over the command to 
General Clinch, and to return to his department, if the state of affairs there will, in his opinion, permit. 
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You will perceive the extreme difficulty of determining here what posts should be abandoned or estab- 
lished, when there is a contrariety of opinion between officers of high rank in that country. My own 
impression respecting general defensive measures is, that healthful positions should be sought along the 
lines, and temporary posts established, with slight defences, for the occupation of the tro ps during the 
summer season; that it is better to have more posts with fewer men in each than it is to have few posts 
with large garrisons; that the Indians will scarcely collect in large masses, or attack fortified positions, 
but that they will spread themselves along the frontiers in small parties, doing all the mischief they can. 
The troops should at all times be upon the alert, and there should be mounted men employed acquainted 
with the nature of the country and the habits of the Indians, who can instantly follow any marauding 
parties which may strike upon the settlements. Tt is indispensable that the Indians should be pursued. 
If they find that their expeditions are successful, and that they are not followed to their fastnesses, they will 
lay waste the whole frontier. Certainly where an Indian can go a white man can follow. It is necessary, 
however, for this purpose, that a corps of spies and guides should be formed and kept continually in 
motion, Whenever a hostile party is discovered, their trail should be followed, and the necessary foree— 
infantry and mounted men—kept within supporting distance of these spies. Vigilance, activity, and 
decision, are essentially necessary to secure the objects in view, 

From your representation, Tam under the impression that a very small force at Tampa Bay will be 
sufficient, and that the other troops had better be stationed upon the line of the frontier settlements. — I 
shall transmit to General Scott copies of your letter, and this answer, that he may know the views of the 
department. He will be authorized to keep in service such mounted men as may be necessary for defen- 
sive operations during the summer season. 

From what is understood here of the climate, men not accustomed to it cannot with safety carry on 
military operations. If this be so, the regular troops onght not to be required to do any more than defend 
their positions, overawe the Indians, and pursue any war parties that may make their appearance, and, 
perhaps, also, occasionally ranging through the more healthful parts of the country. 

I mentioned, in a preceding letter, that there was a bill pending before Congress for raising a volun- 
teer force; and that as soon as it passed, definitive measures would be taken on the subject of your 
proposition to embody a force of this deseription, Congress has not finally acted upon this matter; but, 
in the meantime, you are authorized to take preparatory steps for raising one thousand volunteers, to be 
employed, whenever required, in operations against the Seminole Indians. TL euclose you a copy of the 
bill for your information; but you will please to observe that, as it has not passed, no definitive measures can 
be taken upon this subject, nor assurances given. The men may be enrolled and the company officers selected, 
so as to be ready to be embodied the moment the bill passes. ‘They should be organized with respect to 
officers, non-commissioned officers, and privates, agreeably to the existing militia laws of the United States. 
The question respecting the appointment of superior officers will be determined as soon as the law passes. 
All this will be considered as the mere voluntary act of the individuals, and will not subject the govern- 
ment to any expense whatever until the necessary legal provision is made. It is merely preparatory to 


an organization, 
I have shown this letter to the President, who has authorized me to express to you his approbation 
of it. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
LEWIS CASS. 


Ilis Excellency R. kK. CALL, Governor of Florida, Tallahassee, Florida. 


P. S—The President snegests that whenever the Indian ponies and beef-cattle cannot be taken for 


the use of the army, they should be shot. 


No. 157. 
Heapquarrers, Groratia, Jlilledgeville, May 18, 1836. 


r: The Creek Indians are in a state of open war, killing and destroying everything in their way. 


iN 


s 
They have crossed to the Georgia side of the Chattahoochee and burnt Roanoke, and an attack on Colum- 
bus is daily expected. All the white people of the nation who have not been murdered have fled to 
Georgia, The people on our frontier are in a wretched condition, their lives and property being at the 
merey of the savages. The militia of the adjoining counties have been ealled out almost en masse, and I 
have been making exertions to eet troops to the field, but the want of proper organization of the militia 
makes this a difficult task. I am endeavoring for the present to defend Georgia, and as soon as I can 
obtain a sufficient foree [intend to carry the war into the enemy’s country. 

I should have written you immediately on hearing of these difficulties, but did not know until now 
If you can spare any United States troops for this service they will be acceptable, 


t 


where to address you. : 
and’ I should be glad if you can send an officer to muster the militia [ have furnished, and shall farnish, 
into the service of the United States. If your presence is not necessary in Florida, I shall be very glad 
to see you on the line of the Chattahoochee. We know so little of military matters and the economy of 
an army that your presence will be quite acceptable. 

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 


WILLIAM SCHLEY. 
Major General Wixrietp Scorr, Sf. Augustine, Florida. 


No. 158 


War Department, May 19, 1836. 
Sir: I transmit for your information a copy of a letter this day addressed to Brevet Major General 
Jesup, and copies of letters to the governors of Alabama and Georgia. 
; ,. l 3 c 2 c 
Very respectfully, your most obedient servant, 


LEWIS CASS. 
Major General W. Scorr, St. Augustine, Florida. 
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No. 159. 
War Department, Jay 19, 1836. 


Sir: By direction of the President, you are hereby assigned, as a brevet major general, to the com- 
mand of the troops of the United States, and of the militia which may be called into service from Georgia 
and Alabama, for. the suppression of hostilities in the Creek country. Intelligence just received from 
that quarter shows that hostilities have commenced on the part of the Creck Indians against our settle- 
ments. You will, therefore, repair without delay to that quarter, and take such measures as you may 
find necessary for the reduction of the Indians. You will receive from the adjutant general a statement 
of the regular foree which has been ordered to that quarter. In addition to this, the governors of Georgia 
and Alabama have been authorized to call into the field such of the militia as they might find necessary 
in the event of actual disturbances among the Indians, or of such a state of things as should leave no 
doubt that they meditate them. 

Letters have this day been addressed to the go 
the field such militia force as you may require. It 
volunteers, and that they should engage to serve for six months, unless sooner discharged. If, however, 
it is necessary to resort to drafting, the term cannot be prolonged by law beyond three months, 

You are aware that a bill is pending before Congress for the organization of a volunteer force. 
Should this pass in time for your operations, it would no doubt be better that the troops required should 


vernors of those States, requesting them to call into 
vould be better, on all occasions, that these should be 


be engaged under it. 

I have, as you will perceive, stated this view to the governors of Georgia and Alabama, and informed 
them that as soon as this bill becomes a law 1 will communicate the fact to them, together with such 
suggestions as may appear necessary, 

Your efforts will be directed to the unconditional submission of the Indians. As fast as this is 
effected, and as any parties of them can be collected, they must be disarmed, and sent immediately to their 
country west of the Mississippi. For this purpose you will employ such officers and military detachments 
as May be necessary. 

You will call upon the commissary general of subsistence for a statement of the arrangements that 
have been made on the subject of the removal of these Indians. Captain Page, of the army, has at pres- 
A contract with a number of persons in that country has been entered 
into for subsisting and transporting these Indians. If they are able and willing to go on with their con- 

But immediate action is necessary; and if you experience any 


nt the direction of the matter. 
tracts, you will allow them te do so, 
the provisions, means of transportation, &e., to be purchased by the military agents. 


dclay, you cin caure tl 
Captain 


The great object is to remove them immediately; and to this other considerations must yield. 
Paee will communicate to you all his instructions, and the regulations of the department, by which you 
will see the system of administration that has been adopted upon this subject. This will be adhered to 
wherever the new state of things does not require a change. You will take care that all practical 
economy is preserved, and that the disbursements are faithfully accounted for. And with respect to your 
military operations generally, T have to request that you would direct your attention to an economical 
administration of your military expenditures, and a proper preservation and accountability of the public 
supplies. 
Should Major General Scott, under the instructions he has heretofore received, proceed to the theatre 
rse, be entitled to the command, and you will serve under him, You will 
take care and call on the chiefs of the military bureaus for such supplies as you may require; and pre- 
vious to your departure make all the necessary arrangements, so that you may not experience any delay 


] 


of operations, lie will, of cou 


from want of funds, munitions of war, or other supplies. 

It is very probable that portions of the Creek Indians may not as yet have been concerned in actual 
hostilities, although from the predisposition of the Indians for war there is every reason to believe they 
will do so, unless prevented by a timely removal. It will be proper, where this is the case, to treat these 
Indians with the kindest attention, and to send them off as speedily as practicable, in order to get them 
out of the reach of the scenes around them. Still, however, they must be removed by a military force, if 
necessary; as all experience has shown that it is difficult, if not impracticable, to keep any considerable 
part of an Indian tribe at peace while the residue of it is engaged in war. And, besides, it would be 
impossible to prevent the hostile warriors from taking shelter among the others; or, indeed, to determine 
With any reasonable certainty, and for any length of time, who are hostile and who are friendly. 

The President has been desirous of ascertaining what frauds have been committed upon these Indians, 
in the sale of their lauds, with a view to remedy the evil, as far as possible. But this effort, a succinct 
account of which will be communicated to you by the Commissioner of Indian Affairs, has been now 
It is still, however, desirable that the friendiy part of the Creeks, if in fact any of them 


stopped by war. 
| should be relieved from the embarrassments under which they have labored with 


should remain friendly, 
respect to their lands 
I enclose the copy of a letter from Captain Page, 

on the subject, and the proposition made by the Upper Creeks. 

Captain Page advised of the fact. So far, therefore, as any part of this division of the Creeks shall remain 

peaceable, you are authorized to sanction the proceeding recommended. But whatever is done must be done 

without delay, for it is very important that these people should be immediately sent off. You will assure 

them that the government is anxious todo them justice, and that the claims of those who remain at peace, 
e Mississippi, will be duly attended to. A descriptive roll of all 


1 
tt 


and remove to the country west of th 
these persons will be taken, in order to determine their cases hereafter. 


by which you will perceive the views of that officer 
This proposition has been approved, and 


} 
' 


time, to cause abstracts to be prepared, showing the sales that have been made by the Creck Indians; 
and, therefore, no directions can be given for any definite proceedings upon that subject. There is no 

the cases of these friendly Indians, to permitting them to sell, agreeably to the estab- 
lished regulations, a copy of which you will herewith receive, if the purchaser can satisfy himself that no 
contract has been heretofore made for the sale of the land. But if this is done, he must do it upon his own 
responsibility; for if a previous valid contract has been entered into, the first purchaser must hold the 
land. If the arrangements stated by Captain Page should take effcet, you are authorized to select a com- 
the Tidians desire it, to see that justice is done; and also to appoint a certifying 
agent, to certify contracts, should any be entered intu as above mentioned. His duties and compensation 


will be governed by the prescribed regulations. 


objection, however, in 


pc lit ollicer, siowuld 


It is impossible, for the want of 
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If, however, these matters cannot be satisfactorily arranged previous to the departure of the Indians, 
you will assure the friendly disposed part of them that measares will be taken as early as practicable to 
see that justice is done to them, and that the land shall pe disposed of at its fair value, and the proceeds 
paid over to them. 

The moment the annuity bill passes, arrangements will be made for paying to the peaceable Creeks 
their just proportion of it. 





Very respectfully, your obedient servant, ‘ 
LEWIS CASS. 
Brevet Major General Tmomas 8. Jesup, Washington City. . 
No. 160. 


I[rapquarters, &c., Savannah, May 22, 1836. 


Sir: I landed here from St. Augustine a few minutes since, bound to the Creek nation via Augusta 
and Milledgeville. 1 wrote to you on the 20th instant; you will receive that letter with this. 

The same night I received the letter of the Secretary of War and one from your office, both dated the 
15th ultimo, Those papers and others had gone to Newnansville, thirty-live miles north of Fort Drane, 
where they were heard of by accident and sent for, 

My late indisposition is not to be attributed to cither fatigue or climate. At the beginning of the 
month I imprudently threw off my flannel, took a violent cold, and have been prostrate for more than two 
weeks, I am now fast recovering strength, and do not doubt, by the time I arrive at Augusta, going up 
by steam, I shall be equal to any service whatever, on foot and on horseback. 

My usefulness, however, I am told here, will have been much impaired by the probable general pub- 
lication, in the interior, of my letter to you of the 30th ultimo. 

No doubt seems to be entertained by any one tiat hostilities have been commenced by the Creeks. I 
shall spend one day in consultation with the governor at Milledgeville, and proceed to the point where the 
greatest body of troops may be assembled. If sufficient numbers have not been put in the field, I shall 
call for the corps ] may deem necessary from Georgia and Alabama. 

To organize the forces, aud to push them on the enemy, will occupy my early attention; but the first 
object will be to organize a commissariat, and to establish sufficient depots of subsistence. I have but 
one officer in my staff at this moment, Paymaster Kirby, but he is a host within himself. An assistant 
commissary I shall certainly find at Fort Mitchell, and may hear of another at Augusta. Funds, by draft 
on the department, I do not doubt I may raise for the moment, till regularly supplied. Some spare officers 
I hope will be speedily sent to me for disbursements. Lieutenant Herring will soon joiu me as an aide-de- 
camp. 
I could not prudently take a single company from Florida. Some regulars I may hope to hear of at 
Augusta, coming from the north. 

I shall send an order for Doctor Lawson, now supposed to be at New Orleans, and hope to obtain the 
services of Captain Shannon, of the quartermaster’s department, who is somewhere in the west of Florida, 
on the duties he was engaged in before the Seminole war. 

If I can recover myself with the volunteers, and I shall make every sacrifice but truth to accomplish 
the object, I do not doubt of meeting the wishes of the government in this new war. The Creeks are 
accessible. Troops only are wanted to attack and subdue them. 

I have ordered the new musket accoutrements, the new arms, and the new tents, from Picolata and 
St. Augustine, to Augusta, and also some spare fixed ammunition from the former place. 

Four hundred barrels of hard bread found here, and also some bacon, neither of which will be imme- 
diately wanted in Florida, will also be ordered up the river. 

1] enclose a copy of my letter of instruction to Brigadier General Eustis, whom I left in command in 
Florida. 

The reasons assigned by the council of war for abandoning Fort King are many: the difficulty of 
furnishing wagons and escorts for supplies; the post covers absolutely nothing; the want of its garrison 
(two companies) to occupy more important points, &c, I concur in those reasons. I shall write from 
Augusta. I do not doubt that I shall overcome all prejudices against me, and then overcome the enemy, 
With great respect, your most obedient, 
WINFIELD SCOTT. 


Brigadier General Jones, Adjutant General United States Army. 





No. 161. 
War Department, May 23, 1836. 


Sir: I consider it very important that you should, at the commencement of your operations, station 
a sufficient force at the south point of the Creek country, so as to prevent the retreat of the Creek Indians 
into Florida, and also to cut off all communication between them and the Seminole Indians. This matter 
was the subject of conversation previous to your departure, but it seems to me so deeply interesting, as 
well to the successful result of your operations as to the proper safety of Florida, that 1 am again induced 
to present it to your notice. 

I have to request that Captain Page may be allowed to devote his exclusive attention to the arrange- 
ment of the Indian business and the removal of the Indians. All I can expeet from you in this matter is 
a general supervision. Captain Page is well acquainted with the whole subject, and to him it can safely 
be committed. 

Very respectfully, &c., 
LEWIS CASS. 
Major General Jesup, Jilledgeville, Georgia. 
40 6 
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No. 162. 
War Department, Washington, May 25, 1836. 
Sm: As from the permission previously given, and the events in the Creek country, there is reason 
to believe you may have left the Territory of Florida, arrangements have been made, should this be so, 
for the defence of the country against the operations of the hostile Seminoles. As, however, it is possible 
this letter may yet find you in Florida, I enclose for your information the instructions in relation to this 
Should you remain there, you are requested to carry them into eflect. 


subject. 
Very respectfully, &c., 


LEWIS CASS. 
Major General Scorr, St. Augustine, Florida. 





No. 163. 
GENERAL ORDER No. 134. 


Apngutant Generat’s Orrice, Washington, May 26, 1836. 
Should Major General Scott and Brigadier General Clinch not continue on duty in Florida, Governor 
Call, under instructions from the War Department, is, in such event, authorized to take command of the 
regular troops of the United States and of the militia serving in Florida. The orders of the governor of 
Florida will be obeyed accordingly, and his requisitions on the several departments of the general staff 
will be promptly complied with. 


By order. ; 
R. JONES, Adjutant General. 








No. 164. 

Heapquarters Army or tHe Sovutu, Augusta, Georgia, May 26, 1836. 

| 

Sir: I arrived here last night on my way to Fort Mitchell to assume command in that quarter, and 


am restored to health. 

I should have proceeded to-day, but find that I can occupy myself usefully till to-morrow. 

I enclose a copy of a letter addressed by me to the governor of Georgia, and a copy of one that I 
have just addressed jointly to the quartermaster and commissary of subsistence at New Orleans. 

I have just had the honor to receive two letters from the Secretary of War, dated the 16th and 17th 
instant, respectively. According to the permission contained in the first, I shall assume the direction of 
the war against the Creeks. 

I have also received your letter of the 17th instant, addressed to me, and copies of your letters to 
Brigadier General Fenwick, of the same date, and to Lieutenant Mackay of the 16th. 

The latter is temporarily charged with the duty of the quartermaster’s department at Savannah, 
during the absence of Lieutenant Dimmock, who is here. On the return of the latter, Lieutenant Mackay 
will be ordered to join me for duty on the Chattahoochee. He is a valuable young officer. 

I must further acknowledge the receipt of General Orders Nos, 29, 30, and 31. 

Colonel Lindsay I have not heard from directly since 1 saw him on the Big Withlacoochee. Unofficial 
accounts represent him as sick. He will be instructed to join the army on the Chattahoochee as soon as 
practicable. 

I have time to write no more at present, but will write again to-morrow. 

With great respect, I remain your most obedient servant, 
WINFIELD SCOTT. 


Brigadier General Jones, Adjutant General U. S. Army. 


P. S.—I received a letter at Savannah from the governor of Georgia, requesting me to hasten to the 
theatre of the Creek war. 1 promptly replied that I was on my way thither, but feared that the publi- 
vation of my letter to you of the 30th ultimo would much impair my usefulness. Hence an allusion to 
my letter to his excellency, a copy of which is herewith enclosed. 


W. S. 


Heapqvarters Army or THE Soutu, Augusta, Georgia, May 26, 1836. 


Sir: I arrived here last night, and intended to proceed to-day to Milledgeville to wait upon your 
excellency and to arrange everything for the prompt and vigorous prosecution of the war against the 
Creeks. I am, however, advised to delay my journey twenty-four hours to give time to counteract a 
strong prejudice against me, growing out of a letter of mine to the government recentiy published. To 
effect this object the noble commander of the Augusta battalion, lately under my command, has addressed 
me a letter, to which my reply, I think, cannot fail to be satisfactory. Both will be, I understand, with- 
out any direct agency on my part, immediately published. 

My delay here will be of benefit in more important matters to the service. 

From Picolata, St. Augustine, Charleston, and Savannah, I have ordered essential stores to be im- 
mediately trausported towards the theatre of operations on the Chattahoochee. Some arms, ammunition, 
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accoutrements, tents, and one hundred thousand rations will immediately be shipped from those places, 
via Darien, to Uawkinsville, on the Ockmulgee, which I suppose to be within seventy-five miles of Colum- 
bus. From New Orleans I have also ordered to be sent up to the highest navigable point on the Chatta- 
hoochee, in light steamers, two hundred and fifty thousand complete rations, and I shall take measures 
for the supply of two hundred busiels of corn meal daily on the same river. This I shall do on my route 
between Macon and Columbus, and purchase up all the bacon which the same district of country may 
furnish. Ten wagons loaded with subsistence will leave this place for the same destination to-morrow 
morning. 

Of the ten companies of regulars expected from the north, one has already arrived here. [A mis- 
take—a detachment of recruits have arrived. | 

If I do not find you at Milledgeville I shall soon have the pleasure of seeing you further to the west. 

If the forces of the enemy amount to 6,000 warriors I shall wish to oppose to him a rather larger 
force. A little more than half I shall require of your excellency, and the remainder from Alabama; 
perhaps a part from Tennessee. 

I presume it will be best to assemble the great body of our forces as low down as Irwinton, and 
operate thence up the country. 

I have the honor, &c., 
WINFIELD SCOTT. 
His Excellency W. Scuiey, Governor of Georgia. 





No. 166. 


Heapquarters Army oF THE Soutn, Augusta, Georgia, May 26, 1836. 

Sir: The Creek Indians on the Chattahoochee river have commenced open war against the United 
States. The governors of Georgia and Alabama have already put large forces in the field, and I am 
hastening to the theatre of operations. Ten thousand regulars, volunteers, and drafts may soon be 
expected to be assembled on that river, and the resources of the neighborhood cannot be expected to 
supply the necessary means of subsistence for many days. From Savannah and Charleston I have 
ordered about one hundred thousand rations to be sent, via Darien, up the Ockmulgee river to Hawkins- 
ville, distant, by land, about seventy-five miles from Columbus; but our principal supplies of subsistence 
must be derived from New Orleans. 

You will, therefore, immediately on the receipt of this letter, begin to purchase and send rapidly up 
the Apalachicola and Chattahoochee rivers bread, flour, bacon, and small rations, in all, until further 
requisitions, say two hundred and fifty thousand complete rations; and I shall soon, no doubt, demand 
from you other large supplies. 

I understand that the Chattahoochee river may be expected to continue navigable for steamboats of 
light draught of water all the next month, at least as high as Fort Gaines or Irwinton, fifty or sixty miles 
below Columbus, and I shall take care to have a person or persons on the river, (which I shall first clear 
of the enemy,) ready to receive the subsistence as it may arrive; but in chartering vessels you will be 
earcful to stipulate that the cargoes shall be delivered at the highest navigable point that may be 
required, 

I look to your zeal and activity to execute this order with the least possible delay. Hard bread is 
preferred to flour, and bacon to pork; but the rations must be sent, although you may be obliged to sub- 
stitute large portions of flour and pork. For tle second shipment, if not for the first, it is hoped you may 
cause a sufficient quantity of hard bread to be baked. 

I remain, in haste, your obedient servant, 
WINFIELD SCOTT. 
Major J. Ciarx, U.S. Quartermaster, or Lieutenant Grayson, U. S. Commissary, New Orleans. 


P. S—Cause to be made and shipped as speedily as possible, with the subsistence, say four hundred 
camp-kettles. Purchase and send at the same time about the same number of felling axes. 
W. 5. 





No. 167. 


Hrapquarrers Army OF THE Soutu, Augusta, Georgia, May 27, 1836. 

Sm: From my confidence in your administrative talents, derived from your services in Florida, I 
appoint you agent of the quartermaster’s and the subsistence departments, at one hundred dollars per 
month. I have, from experience, equal confidence in your zeal and integrity. 

It is my wish that you proceed as soon as practicable to Hawkinsville, on the Ockmulgee river, to 
which point large quantities of subsistence, quartermaster’s and ordnance stores have been or will be 
speedily shipped. At that place, on this side, and in its neighborhood, I wish you to engage on the best 
terms for the United States, say from sixty to one hundred four, five, or six horse wagons, to take those 
supplies to Columbus and Fort Mitchell, on or near the Chattahoochee river, without delay. Other wagons 
will be sent back from that river to aid in the transportation of the stores from Hawkinsville to the army 
on the Chattahoochee. 

I shall probably not leave you long stationary at Hawkinsville, for, besides causing the stores to be 
put into wagons at that place for the army on the Chattahoochee, you will be wanted at or near my head- 
quarters for other purposes. Lieutenant Heintzelman, of the United States second infantry, it is hoped, 
will soon replace you at Hawkinsville, in the business of forwarding the stores expected there, In the 
meantime you will purchase in that vicinity any quantity of good bacon which you can obtain at a fair 
price for the army, and forward the same, without delay, to Columbus or Fort Mitchell. 
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For the amount of such purchases you may make of bacon, beef cattle oa the hoof, and of corn meal 
for the use of the army—in the purchase of bacon you are limited (for the present) to sixty thousand 
pounds; in the purchase of beef cattle to 399 head, and in the purchase of corn meal to fifteen hundred 
bushels. These several items of subsistence you will endeavor to obtain as near to Fort Mitehell or 
Columbus as possible, so as to diminish the expense of transportation, and it will be better that cach 
should arrive at the army in portions, say, of one-third each, at intervals of from three to five days. 
Further supplies of bacon, beef cattle, and corn meal, will be wanted; but in respect to these you will 
receive from me subsequent instructions. 

To enable you the better to execute my orders and wishes, five thousand dollars are now placed in 
your hands, for which you will pass your duplicate receipts to the officer (Major Kirby) from whom you 


will receive the money. 


It is possible that you may find it more economical to transport a portion or even the whole of the 
supplies ordered to Hawkinsville to Macon. Should you find that the case, you will direct the boats to 
take the supplies to the higher point on the Ockmulgee, and cause them to be thence transported in 
wagons to the army on the Chattahoochee river, 

In this matter I rely on you to exercise a sound discretion. 

Every train of wagons that you may despatch from Hawkinsville or Macon for the army, you will 
cause to be accompanied by a respectable wagon-master or agent, whom you will engage to be paid by 
the United States at reasonable prices. 

I remain, with great respect, your obedient servant, 

WINFIELD SCOTT. 
JosepH A. Bearb, Esq., Agent for the Quartermaster and Commissary Departments. 


No. 168. 


Aveusta ARSENAL, Georgia, May 31, 1836. 

Sir: I have the honor to enclose herewith a copy of a communication received from his excellency 
Governor Schley, and upon this requisition I have this day turned over to the assistant quartermaster 
here for transportation to Columbus, to the address of Captain R. P. Parrott, ordnance ofticer, one thousand 
muskets. I respectfully request to be informed whether the issue will be considered to the State of 
Georgia for “ arming and equipping the whole body of militia,” or for the use of the militia called into 
the service of the United States. 

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
N. BADEN, Major U. 8. Army. 
Major General Wiyriextp Scorr, United States Army. 





No. 169. 


Heapgvarters, Milledgeville, Georgia, May 27, 1836. 
Sir: I have not arms enough for the militia called to the protection of the frontier. You will there- 
fore confer a favor on me by furnishing one thousand stand of muskets, &c., with a suitable quantity of 


flints and fixed ammunition. 
Messrs, Stovall and Simmons will employ wagons to transport them to Columbus or to Milledgeville, 


if anything should occur before their arrival here to render it unnecessary for them to proceed to Co- 


lumbus. 
If General Jesup or General Scott should have made arrangements for these articles before the receipt 


of this, you will of course not send those now requested. 
I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 


WILLIAM SCHLEY, Governor of Georgia. 


The Orricer 1n Commanp of the U. S. Arsenal near Augusta, Georgia. 


No. 170. 


Postscript to letter to Major J. Clark, assistant quartermaster, or Lieutenant Grayson, assistant commissariat 
at New Orleans, dated Augusta, May 26, a copy of which was sent from Milledgeville May 28, 1836. 
I{EapquarTERS ARMY OF THE SovutH, Milledgeville, May 28, 1836. 

Sir: My letter to you of the 26th instant is of so much importance that, for safety, I send you a copy 


of it. 
Major General Jesup, who is with me, has also made large requisitions upon you. These you will 


consider in addition to what I have demanded, and send the articles accordingly by both to Chattahoochee 
and to Fort Montgomery. 
In haste, yours, &c., 
WINFIELD SCOTT. 
P. S.—Send forty or fifty sacks of salt to the Chattahoochee for the fresh beef that may be issued to the 
troops, and to be given to horses. 
W. S. 
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No: VEL. 


Assistant QuaRTERMASTER’S Orrick, Augusta, Georgia, May 29, 1836. 

GeneraL: I enclose herewith several communications received for you since your departure. Mr. 
I’Engle writes me, dated the 27th, thus: “Your letter of the 25th instant was received too late to change 
the direction of a very large quantity of provisions purchased by Lieutenant Simpson, the assistant com- 
missary of subsistence at this place, and forwarded by the railroad to Augusta.” 

] Jearn that a large quantity of the provisions here referred to is on the way, and I anticipate much, 
very much, difficulty in procuring the number of wagons necessary. I shall, early in the morning, 
despatch agents into the country to engage all to be found on almost any terms. That I shall do all I 
can the general may be assured. Ten wagons left here on the 28th. Captain Monroe’s company arrived 
here on the evening of your departure. It awaits at the arsenal the arrival of Major Pierce’s command. 
These companies I find have 75 days’ of subsistence with them. This requires about five wagons per 
company. Mr. Mackay writes me the articles via Darien can go up to Hawkinsville without difficulty. 
Mr. L’Engle says “the rifles ordered hence to Savannah left here this morning,” (27th.) 

Major Garland writes to me to furnish you with camp and garrison equipage from the accumulation 
at Savannah. It is almost needless to inform you there is not even one camp-kettle or mess pan, or any- 
thing else of his department at Savannah. I am anxious about the delay which 1] fear must inevitably 
occur in forwarding the great quantity of stores coming through me. Three hundred wagons will be 
required, and where they are all to come from I cannot yet say. 

I have again written to Mr. L’Engle to forward all else up the river. 

I remain, general, with very great respect, your obedient servant, 
CHS. DIMMOCK, Lieutenant, éc. 


Major General Scorr, Commanding Army in Creek War, Columbus. 





No. 172. 


Hrapgvarters Army oF THE Soutu, Columbus, Georgia, June 2, 1836. 

Sir: I have the honor to report, for the information of the Secretary and general-in-chief, that I arrived 
here three days ago in company with his excellency Governor Schley and Major General Jesup. 

No event of importance has occurred in or about the Creek country in a week or two. A small party 
of the enemy crossed into Georgia the day before I arrived, murdered a few individuals, and burnt some 
houses. Until the troops are mustered into the service of the United States they are not under my com- 
mand, This ceremony commenced yesterday, and will proceed as rapidly as possible. In the meantime 
the governor, whose own military views are excellent, and who has the best possible dispositions towards 
the general government and its officers, makes me the compliment to consult me on all points of importance. 
He has already taken measures to guard the frontier of Georgia, above and below this place, agaiust 
incursions, and particularly to prevent parties of the enemy from escaping across the river in the direction 
of Florida. Additional measures shall be immediately adopted to effect this great object, first, by the 
employment of a steamer hourly expected with a company on board, and by pushing some companies of 
mounted men to points fifty and sixty miles below. It is not thought here that there is any danger of the 
Indians attempting to cross the river lower down. 

The strength of the enemy is variously estimated by well-informed persons at from two thousand five 
hundred to five thousand. Captain Page tiinks that there are at least three thousand hostile warriors. 

I suppose there may have arrived on this frontier about one thousand five hundred Georgians, mostly, 
I think, volunteers. As they are distributed over a line of more than forty miles on the river, the governor 
has not been able as yet to obtain returns of the detachments. He expects as many more, and the com- 
panies almost daily arrive; but it is not expected that all will be up before the 12th, perhaps the 15th 
instant. 

The governor of Alabama will probably have in the field about an equal number of men. By his 
letter of the 28th ultimo, a copy of which is enclosed, it will be seen that he thinks he will be ready to 
march upon the enemy on the dth instant. I doubt, however, whether he has been able to secure sub- 
sistence for his men in advance for eight or even five days. On this side there are no magazines. The 
troops have not suffered, but the supplies have been rather pecarious, This state of things must continue 
at least eight days longer, when the one hundred thousand rations and other indispensable stores shipped 
from Picolata, St. Augustine, Savannah, and Charleston, may begin to arrive from Macon and Hawkinsville, 
on the Ockmulgee, by wagons. The supplies ordered from New Orleans cannot be expected before the 
18th or 20th instant. Late, long, and heavy rains in this quarter have greatly injured the roads, but 
improved the navigation of the rivers. 

I enclose copies of my two letters to Governor Clay, and a copy of my instructions to Major General 
Jesup, who will probably set out to-morrow for Montgomery. He will require a good escort to Tuskegee, 
forty miles. Beyond that point the communication is understood to be perfectly free. 

There is an idea that I have not developed in my letters to Governor Clay: If we fight the Indians 
with inferior numbers, we should, nevertheless, in all probability, beat them, but with a great loss of 
valuable lives on our part; whereas, if we wait for the arrival of all, or nearly all of our forces, regular 
and militia, and till we have ample means of subsistence secured for twenty days in advance, I suppose 
the war may be successfully terminated on our part with but a small loss of lives. This consideration 
has great weight with me, and it has been developed in a letter from Governor Schley to Governor Clay. 
A delay of ten days has therefore been urged. 

I remain, sir, with great respect, your obedient servant, 
. WINFIELD SCOTT. 

Brigadier General Jones, Adjutant General United States Army. 
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No. 173. 
Irapquarters, Montgomery, May 28, 1836. 


Sm: You are aware that hostilities have been commenced by the Creek Indians upon the inhabitants 
of Alabama, as well as those of Georgia. At the commencement they perpetrated many outrages; though 
they have apparently suspended active operations since a portion of our volunteer militia entered and 
have occupied several commanding positions within the limits of the Territory over which they are dis- 
persed. The hostile Indians are no doubt still within the timits of Russell and Barbour counties. The 
important object is to cut off the possibility of their retreat or escape, and terminate the war by a simul- 
taneous movement and co-operation of the several corps which are now and shortly will be in the field. 

There are now seven or eight hundred volunteers at Tuskegee; and that number will shortly be 
increased to twelve or fifteen hundred, besides the friendly Creeks, who will act with us. Colonel 
McLemore, commanding the regiment of the county of Chambers, has tendered his own and their services, 
and they have been accepted. He will be notified by express at what time the troops under the com- 
manding general will advance from Tuskegee in the direction of Fort Mitchell and Columbus, and will at 
the same time move upon the enemy from his quarter. 

There is already at Irwinton a battalion of infantry, which will within a week be reinforced by a 
regiment of mounted gunmen from the fourth division, to be under the command of Brigadier General 
Moore, besides other troops. This foree will be competent to intereept and prevent the flight of the 
enemy to Florida, on this side of the Chattahoochee. If his retreat across the Chattahoochee and through 
the southwestern corner of your State could be obstructed, I see nothing to prevent his being at once 
overwhelmed and reduced to unconditional submission, 

The object of this communication is to invite the co-operation of the troops that may be in the service 
of Georgia. To accomplish the object in view, it is deemed very important to guard the east bank of the 
Chattahoochee opposite to the whole line of Barbowr county. 

I would be glad to learn by the return of my express whether these views meet the approbation of 
the military officer in command, and whether the desired co-operation may be expected. We shall probably 
be in readiness to advance from the several points mentioned by the 5th proximo at furthest. 

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
C. C. CLAY. 


The Commanpine Orricer of the Georgia Militia, at Columbus. 





No. 1T4. 


Heapgvarters Army or THE Sovutn, Columbus, May 31, 1836. 

Sie: T have the honor to inform your excellency that I reached this place last night, and shall imme- 
diately charge myself with the direction of the war against the hostile Creeks. . 

His excellency the governor of Georgia arrived here at the same time, as also Major General Jesup, 
who, in case [ had remained in Florida, would, by direction of the President of the United States, have 
been charged with the chief command. 

I am very anxious to send General Jesup to Montgomery, as well to confer with your excellency on 
all points interesting to the service, as to take command of all the troops assembled, or to be assembled, 
on that side of the Creek country. He will accordingly pass over to Montgomery as soon as a sufficient 
escort can be procured from this or that side of the enemy for the purpose. I mean sufficient in my 
judgment, for General Jesup would be willing to set out with but a small number of men to protect him. 

I am anxious to communicate freely and fully with your excellency—first, to learn at what numbers 
you estimate the hostile warriors; the forces you have in the field, or expect to join you; the present dis- 
position of the forces actually out, whether mounted or on foot, and the number of each; whether fully 
armed and equipped, with what artillery, &c. 

From Washington, about the 18th instant, a requisition went to your excellency for 2,000 men, 500 
to be mounted. From my present information, (which as yet is very imperfect,) I do not believe that a 
larger force will be required of Alabama — I hope, however, that the 2,000 men are already, or soon will 
be, in the field, and that one-fourth are or will be mounted. 

The governor of Georgia, whom I am happy to be with, expects, from the orders which he has given, 
to have on the Chattahoochee, say in the next ten days, 3,000 men at least, of whom, perhaps, a little 
more than a fourth will be on horseback. Besides these volunteers and drafts, there are now on this side 
of Charleston, coming by the railroad, Augusta, Milledgeville, &c., about 1,000 regular troops (including 
marines) to take part in the war, They may be expected to begin to arrive here in seven or eight days, 
but the rear cannot be up in twelve or fifteen. Half this force is intended to be placed in line with the 
Alabamians. 

Large supplies were ordered by General Jesup, before leaving Washington, from New Orleans to 
Montgomery, including subsistence for men and corn for horses. From the same place I have ordered 
250,000 rations to be immediately sent to this river, and 100,000 rations, with other stores, are now 
ascending the Altamaha and Ockmulgee, to be wagoned across to the Chattahoochee. In the meantime 
the resources of this neighborhood in corn, corn meal, bacon, and cattle may suffice. 

Detachments of troops (I have not had time to learn in what numbers) are now taking positions on 
the left bank of this river, and as low down as Roanoke, to prevent parties of the enemy from crossing, 
either for the purpose of escaping toward Florida or that of committing depredations. The day before 
yesterday, I learn, some individuals were murdered and several houses burned on the Georgia side, 

I am opposed to all premature operations against the enemy. Our forces must first be assembled (in 
sufficient numbers) and organized, our magazines established, and adequate means of transportation 
provided. In this opinion 1 am fully supported by his excellency Governor Schley, and hope to receive 
your concurrence. In ten or fifteen days everything will be in readiness on this side; but in the mean- 
time, besides preventing parties of the enemy from escaping to Florida, something may be advantageously 
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undertaken :; for example, as soon as we have a surplus force on this side of the enemy, beyond what is 
necessary to guard the Chattahoochee, we may with that surplus, in conjunction with the Alabamians, 
begin operations against the lower hostile bands—say froma point below Irwinton. This, however, must 
be done after hearing from you, and after I shall be able to send Major General Jesup to cause to be 
mustered into the service the Alabama forces, and to assume the command in that quarter. I am, besides, 
yet ignorant of the routes taken by troops from the Tallapoosa and Alabama rivers, to a point on the 
Chattahoochee as low down as Irwinton, and of the means of transportation with these troops, &c. Ido 
not mean that the Alabamians should march to the Chattahoochee, but that they ought to place them- 
selves below the enemy and act upwards in concert with the Georgians, who will be thrown for the 
purpose down the river, at least as low as Irwinton. 

In haste, I have the honor to remain, with high respect, your excellency’s most obedient servant, 

WINFIELD SCOTT. 
His Excellency C. C. Cray, Governor of Alabama. 


P. S.—Besides the information specifically requested above, I shall be happy to receive any views of 
your excellency on the subject of this war. 
Permit me to say that, according to the views expressed above, it will not be necessary to send 
troops from your side of the enemy to Fort Mitchell. 
I have requested Captain Page, of the army, who is here to answer some inquiries contained in your 
letter to the commanding oflicer at Fort Mitchell, to save time. 
W.S. 





No. 175. 


Hrapquarters Army oF THE Sovutu, Columbus, Georgia, May 31, 1836. 

Sir: Since my letter of this morning your excellency’s dated the 28th instant, and addressed to “ the 
commanding officer of the Georgia militia at Columbus,” has been received. I have just read it, with his 
excellency the governor of Georgia, who concurs with me, for the reasons mentioned in my letter to you 
of this morning, that it is desirable that you should delay vigorous operations against the enemy to a day 
at least as late as the 12th proximo. By that period all the Georgia troops will have arrived and been 
organized and mustered into service, and the regular troops will be near at hand. Major General Jesup, 
too, who has funds for the war, and is in possession of the general views of the government and my own, 
will have, in the meantime, joined you, and have arranged everything on that side of the enemy according 
to those vicws. 

I am, on reflection, even of the opinion that it will be better to postpone the system of general opera- 
tions against the enemy to the 15th proximo, in order that the regular troops may be up with a good train 
of artillery, and our magazines of every sort fully supplied. The proposed delay would, in all probability, 
abridge the period of active operations, and place the successful termination of the war beyond the reach 
of hazard. ‘To effect this great object your excellency cannot be more desirous than myself. For its 
accomplishment means and efforts shall not be spared. 

My knowledge of the theatre of operations, of the numbers and distribution of the enemy, must, for a 
day or two longer, necessarily continue imperfect. As I get information, my views and plans may be 
modified. Every change, and every important fact, shall be freely communicated. 

I have the honor to be, with high respect, your excellency’s most obedient servant, 

WINFIELD SCOTT. 

His Excellency C. C. Cray, Governor of Alabama. 


P. S.—There is not a steamer here at present. Assoon as they arrive, two at least shall be engaged: 
one to cruise up and down this river wi@h troops on board, to prevent the enemy from crossing; and the 
other to go immediately to the Mount Vernon arsenal, on the Mobile, for arms, ammunition, &c. 


Ww. S. 





No. 176. 


Heapqvarters Aruy oF THE Sovtu, Columbus, Georgia, June 1, 1836. 
) ’ e ? ’ 


Sir: I wish you to repair, by any route deemed by the intelligence of this place as perfectly safe, to 
Montgomery, in Alabama, or to the headquarters of his excellency the governor of that State, for the pur- 
pose of charging yourself with the direction of the war against the hostile Creek Indians on that side of 
the country occupied by them. Your first step, if there be time, will be to cause all the volunteers and 
drafted men ordered into the field to be duly mustered into the service of the United States, in the 
manner indicated in my order of yesterday, numbered one. 

For the composition of a company, a battalion, and a regiment, see the organic law of the United 
States passed in 1792, amended in respect to the field and staff of a regiment by an act passed in 1816. 
Two regiments you may consider a brigade, and two brigades a division, These points are here men- 
tioned, because they are not so clearly settled by the act of 1792 as they might have been. 

Sixty-four privates constitute the basis of a company, according to the organic law, and I have the 
positive instructions of the War Department to see that the number of officers of every grade do not 
exceed (in proportion) the number of men. Nevertheless, as the forces of Alabama have, no doubt, like 
those of Georgia, been suddenly pushed upon the enemy’s frontier without a nice regard to the organiza- 
tion prescribed by the act of 1792—some companies consisting of more and others of less than sixty-four 
privates each—I mean myself to look to the average strength, and act liberally in respect to officers; that 
is to say, I shall not hesitate, if the companies (whether of foot or mounted men) present as many officers, 
to accept with a company, one captain, one first, one second lieutenant, and one ensign. With a view to 
uniformity, I wish you to observe a like liberality. 
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For a regiment of ten companies, you will accept and muster all the field and staff officers provided 
for by the act of 1816; but should the regiment present only six or seven companies, no colonel can be 
allowed; to a battalion of four or five companies only, a major can be given, with one adjutant, one quar- 
termaster, one sergeant major, and quartermaster sergeant, and one drum or fife major. 

The staff of a division, and of a brigade, you will find clearly fixed by the act of 1792; and I am not 
aware of any amendment of that law in this respect. 

I have given you the above details, in order that all the volunteers and drafted men of this army 
may be placed on the same footing. 

His excellency the governor of Alabama has proposed, in a letter that you have seen, to commence 
vigorous operations against the enemy as early as the 5th instant. You have seen my reply to that letter, 
and are well acquainted with all the considerations which have induced me to propose a postponement to 
the 15th. In the meantime, however, and before the regulars and all the forces of Georgia shall arrive, 
I think something very advantageous may be safely attempted from a point at or below Irwinton, operat- 
ing up the country. I shall wish you, therefore, as soon as you are in command, to send as many of the 
Alabamians as can be safely spared from other great objects to the vicinity of Irwinton, to co-operate with 
any surplus troops of Georgia that we may have for the field, after guarding the important points on this 
river. What this surplus may be at the end of (say) eight or ten days I cannot speak with confidence ; 
but from the expectations of his excellency Governor Schley, I think we shall by that time be able to 
send to that point from 1,000 to 1,560 men, including horse and foot. This force, with a little addition to 
that which Governor Clay, as you have seen, proposes to send to Irwinton, and some four or five compa- 
nies of regulars that may be expected here in time, I think we may clear the lower part of this river— 
that is to say, the whole of Barbour county—of the enemy, by the 17th instant, and before the arrival of 
the last of the regulars expected from the north. By that time all our forces on this side will be up and 
ready to be thrown across this river for vigorous co-operation; and as we advance up the country, a por- 
tion of the volunteers guarding the river may be crossed over and united with the pursuing army. 

In respect to the removal of Indians who have been uniformly friendly, or who may come in or 
surrender themselves for emigration, you are fully acquainted with the views of the government, and I 
can only add, carry out those views. 

I learn that a body of friendly Creek warriors have been organized into a corps, under General 
Woodward, to co-operate with our troops as auxiliaries in this war. Their fidelity might be much more 
safely relied upon if their families were first sent to a secure place beyond the Creek country. On this 
subject you will please advise with Governor Clay, who will be a much better judge of it than you or 
myself. You will take care to communicate to me fully, from time to time, your means, your movements, 
and your plans, and you will hear from me frequently. 

Entertaining the highest confidence in your zeal, abilities, and experience, I remain, with great 


respect, your most obedicnt servant, 
WINFIELD SCOTT. 


Major General T. 8. Jesup, United States Army, de. 


No. 177. 
Mount Vernon Arsenat, Alabama, February 8, 1836. 


Smr: I am directed by the government of the United States to issue, on the requisitions of the generals 
or field officers commanding any portion of the forces operating against the hostile Indians, such arms 
and munitions of war as may be required for this service. Having noticed throngh the public press that 
the Creek Indians are likely to become troublesome, I deem it proper to communicate to you, as the chief 
magistrate of the State of Alabama, the orders of the War Department to me in relation to this matter 

I have the honor to be, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
K. UARDING, Captain of Ordnance. 


. 


His Excellency C. C. Cray, Esq., Governor of Alabama. 


N. B.—It is proper to acquaint you what kind of stores we have on hand; 10,000 superior new 
muskets, with buck-shot and ball cartridges, and 10 pieces of field artillery, completely equipped. 





No. 178. 


Hrapquarters Army oF THE Soutu, Columbus, Georgia, June 3, 1836. 


Sir: On the receipt of this you will lose no time in hiring a steamer of light draught of water, and 
put on board of her, for this place, four pieces of ordnance, two howitzers, and two six-pounders, with 
harness and implements complete, and at least one hundred and fifty rounds of ammunition (fixed) for 
ach piece. If you have no howitzers you will send four six-pounders. Let the greater number of 
rounds of fixed ammunition be grape and canister, with some shells for the howitzers, and some round 
shots for the six-pounders. 

Put on board the same boat 5,000 stand of muskets complete, but I fear you have no accoutrements; 
nevertheless, send the arms with prickers, primers, &c. Send further 100,000 rounds of fixed musket, 
buck and ball, and some buck cartridges, and 50,000 flints. 

I rely upon your using the utmost despatch. If you can engage the steamer by the month, on 
reasonable terms, do so, as I shall require at least two on this river. 

Respectfully, your most obedient servant, 
WINFIELD SCOTT. 


Captain Harpinc, Commanding United States Arsenal, Mount Vernon. 
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No. 179. 
Mount Vernon ArsEnat, June 14, 1836. 


Sir: Your letter of the 3d instant, making a demand on this arsenal for ordnance and ordnance stores, 
was received last evening. Not having the articles on hand which you call for, and there being no mail 
in the direction of Columbus before to-morrow, I despatched at once a trusty artificer with a copy of 
your order to Captain Newton, the commander of the Baton Rouge arsenal, with instructions to furnish 
immediately all that was required. By the same messenger I sent another copy of the order to Major 
Clark, assistant quartermaster at New Orleans, with a request that he would charter a “steamer” in 
New Orleans, and order her to Baton Rouge for the stores. Captain Newton, by this time, has received 
large supplies of ordnance and ordnance stores from the Allegheny arsenal, and I have every reason to 
hope, from the promptness and energy of Captain N. and Major Clark, that you will be supplied from the 
Baton Rouge arsenal earlier, perhaps, than the limited force at my control would allow, even admitting I 
had the munitions which you want in store at this arsenal. 

The governors of Alabama and Florida have completely exhausted my stock of arms and ammunition, 
they each had unlimited authority from the Secretary of War to call for whatever they wanted, and I 
was directed to issue accordingly. Governor Clay has drawn from this depot the following ordnance 
and ordnance stores, to wit : 

Four 6-pounders, complete; 6,800 muskets, complete; 175,000 buck-shot and ball cartridges; 307 
6-pounder canister; 105 6-pounder strapped shot; 9,700 flints; 1,492 sets of infantry accoutrements; 50 
yard of slowmatch; 1,000 priming tubes; 133 portfires. 

Of the above, 6,000 muskets, the four pieces of ordnance, and a due proportion of other stores, were 
shipped to Montgomery, and the balance were ordered to Claiborne, for the troops called out by the 
governor, and to be rendezvoused at Irwinton, Barbour county, in this State. 

Tam at this moment engaged in preparing ammunition and shipping it to Montgomery, which I 
shall continue to do until the close of the campaign. 

I have the honor to be, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
E. HARDING, Captain of Ordnance. 

Major General Scorr, United States Armvy. 





No. 180. 


Heapquarters ARMY OF THE Sout, Columbus, Georgia, June 3, 1836. 


Sim: Of the large amount of stores which must now be high up the Ockmulgee, and which you are to 
cause to be wagoned to this place, either from Hawkinsville or Macon, as you may find most advantageous 
to the United States, I wish you to load up the first division of wagons, say sixty or one hundred, 
with hard bread, bacon, Hall’s patent rifles, fixed ammunition for muskets, (if any,) muskets, accoutre- 
ments, flints, and a portion of tents. If you are stinted for room in the wagons, it may be sufficient if 
15,000 rations arrive here by the 10th or 12th instant; 30,000 by the 15th or 16th, and the remainder 
towards the 20th or 25th instant. 

It is hoped that some ordnance and ordnance stores may come up the Ockmulgee from Charleston; 
if so, send one howitzer and one 6-pounder without delay, and one hundred and fifty rounds of fixed 
ammunition for each, together with all their implements. Of the ammunition, I prefer that the greater 
part should consist of grape and canister. 

For each piece of ordnance you will purchase four good horses, and harness for the same, unless har- 
ness should come with the pieces; you will also purchase a strong close ammunition wagon for each piece 
of ordnance. Should those operations be made at Macon, you will turn over to the first detachment of 
United States troops that passes that place the pieces and their wagons, otherwise you will hire drivers 
and despatch them to Columbus. I have sent an order to Lieutenant Dimmock, at Augusta, to send no 
more provisions from that place to the Chattahoochee, except for troops on the march. 

I received your letter of the 28th ultimo, which I approve. Mr. Hutchinson left here this morning. 

Show this letter to any regular officer that you may see, and particularly to Major Mackay and 
Lieutenant Waiie, United States quartermasters. 

Respectfully, your obedient servant, 
WINFIELD SCOTT. 

JoserH A. Bearp, United States Agent. : 

P. S.—Should Lieutenant Heintzelman arrive in any short time at Hawkinsville or Macon, turn over 


this letter of instructions to him, and proceed immediately yourself to headquarters. 
W..S. 





No. 181. 


Heapquarters Army OF THE Soutn, Columbus, June 2, 1836. 


Sir: I am directed by Major General Scott to say that the supplies of provisions, &c., may be expected 
to arrive at this place from the Ockmulgee within ten days, and from New Orleans, by the Chattahoochee, 
in sixteen or seventeen days. As soon as a sufficient number of men, whether regulars or volunteers, 
are assembled in this neighborhood, without waiting for those who may still be in the rear, General Scott 
will occupy several positions on and near the Chattahoochee, below the hostile Indians, and thence move 
up in conjunction with the troops of Alabama, in a sufficient number of columns to sweep the whole 
Indian country, and pressing upon the hostiles till they shall be reduced to unconditional submission. 

I have the honor to be, sir, very respectfully, &c., 
E. KIRBY, Paymaster United States Army. 

Major General Joun Irvine, of Alabama. 


VOL. VII Ale 
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No. 182. 


ASSISTANT QUARTERMASTER’S Orricr, June 2, 1836. 


Masor: By this day’s line of cars from Charleston I received a further quantity of subsistence stores, 
commissioned through Lieutenant L’Engle. The date of the agent’s receipt at Charleston is the Ist of 
June. Mr. L’Engle writes: “These barrels were delivered at the railroad previous to the receipt of your 
(Lieutenant Dimmock’s) letter of the 27th ultimo, therefore could not change their direction.” I shall do 
all I can to hasten this provision on, and only write now to inform the general of my increased store, 
without adequate means to transport them. 

I am, sir, very truly, your obedient servant, 
CHARLES DIMMOCK, Lieutenant, Assistant Quartermaster. 


Major E. Kirsy, Acting Assistant Adjutant General, Columbus. 





No. 183. 


AssIsTANT QuarTerMASTER’s Orrice, Augusta, June 2, 1836. 


Masor: Will you inform the general that I have now on the road 42 wagon-loads of provisions, in one 
of which are his articles. I find it exceedingly difficult to obtain wagons, and the same extortion practiced 
here as at Savannah. Captain Monroe left here this morning with his company and two baggage 
wagons. Captain Lyon leaves to-morrow morning with four companies, one 6-pounder, one ammunition 
wagon, and seven baggage wagons, the number required by him. I have furnished funds to each of 
these detachments as required. I shall charter a steamboat, the moment one arrives, to take a load of 
provisions from this to Darien, thence up the river. I must do this, or I shall never get all the stores to 
you in less than six months. I have now ready for the troops coming about 20 or 25 wagons, all I can 
get, and therefore cannot send any more off till these troops are on the route from here. General Fen- 
wick, with his adjutant, is here. Lieutenant Waite is waiting orders, I hope, to relieve me, for Mr. 
Mackay writes me he is already mired in papers. Lieutenant Simpson awaits here the sending off the 
boat of subsistence stores. With the wagons above enumerated are 12 bought by me for the United 
States, the horses attached to which are branded U.S. I will from time to time inform you how I am 
progressing. I doubt not, however, but I shall be relieved and sent to Savannah to settle business there, 
and then go north for a while. 

1 am, major, your obedient servant, 


CHARLES DIMMOCK, Lieutenant, A. Q. I. 
Major E. Kirsy, Acting Assistant Adjutant General, Columbus. 


Nore.—General Fenwick desires me to say he has written to General Scott for orders, and awaits 
them daily. 





No. 184. 


Heapqvarters Army or THE Soutu, Columbus, June 3, 1836. 


Sm: Iam directed by Major General Scott to say that you will not forward any more subsistence 
from Augusta to this place. It will be sufficient for the troops on the march to leave Augusta with 
twenty days’ rations. 

The state of the roads, and the difficulty of procuring transportation, forbid the bringing of large 
supplies over the long land route from Augusta. 

The country about here is not yet exhausted, and abundant supplies can be procured at much less 
expense from New Orleans. Besides, the 100,000 rations ordered by the Ockmulgee will begin to arrive 
in seven days. 

You will therefore report to General Eustis, commanding in Florida, at St. Augustine, the surplus 
provisions which shall remain in depot. at Augusta, after supplying the troops on the march, and inquire 
whether they will be wanted in Florida; in which case you will forward them to his order. 

Very respectfully, &c., 
E. KIRBY, Paymaster, Acting Assistant Adjutant General. 


Lieutenant C. Damtock, Assistant Quartermaster, Augusta. 





No. 185. 
ORDERS No. 1. 


Heapguarters Army OF THE South, Columbus, Georgia, May 31, 1836. 


Major General Scott, in conformity with the orders of the President of the United States, assumes 
the direction of the war against the hostile Creek Indians. 

His staff not being yet organized, the names of the individuals who will compose it will be announced 
in subsequent orders. In the meantime Major E. Kirby, Captains Page and Parrott, all of the army, will 
act in the several capacities of assistant adjutants general, assistant inspectors general, and aides-de- 
camp. Any orders which either of them may communicate, in writing or orally, in the name of tue com- 
manding general, will be obeyed as if given under his own signature or in person. 
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Those officers will proceed without delay to organize and to muster into the service of the United 
States the Georgia volunteers and drafted men who have arrived, and who are daily expected on this 
frontier. The volunteers will be accepted, according to their wishes, for a period of not less than three 
nor more than six months, unless sooner discharged. The drafted companies will be accepted as above 
for the period of three months. 

WINFIELD SCOTT. 





ORDERS No. 2. 


Heapquarters ArMy OF THE Soutu, Columbus, Georgia, June 5, 1836. 


The detachment of recruits just arrived under Lieutenant Freeman, 4th artillery, will march to Fort 
Mitchell; seventeen of the recruits, as designated by the adjutant general, will join company I, 2d artillery. 

The recruits destined for company F, 4th infantry, at Camp Cass, will be temporarily attached to 
company C, 4th infantry, at Fort Mitchell, and be mustered as a detachment. 

Lieutenant Freeman will report himself for duty till further orders to the officer commanding company 
I, 2d artillery, at Fort Mitchell. 

By order of Major General Scott. 

K. KIRBY, Paymaster, Acting Assistant Adjutant General 





ORDERS No. 3. 


Heapquarters Army OF THE Soutn, Columbus, Georgia, June 7, 1836. 
Major John Erving, of the army, having arrived, will relieve Major E. Kirby from the duty of mus- 
tering into the service of the United States the troops as they successively arrive on this frontier. 


WINFIELD SCOTT. 





ORDERS No. 4. 


HeapquarTers ARMY OF THE Sout, Columbus, Georgia, June 8, 1836. 


Lieutenant J. W. McCrabb, assistant commissary of subsistence, will temporarily take charge of the 
subsistence department of the army. 

He will establish a system of accountability in the issues, and make such purchases as may be 
necessary for the subsistence of the army till the arrival of the supplies daily expected from the Ockmul- 
gee, from New Orleans, and from Augusta. 

By order of Major General Scott. 

K. KIRBY, Paymaster, Acting Assistant Adjutant General. 





ORDERS No. 5. 


Heapgvarters ARMY OF THE Sout, Columbus, Georgia, June 8, 1836. 


The commanding gencral is happy to announce to the troops that a supply of genuine vaccine 
matter has been received from the surgeon general of the army at Washington. It is in the hands of 
Assistant Surgeon Randall, of the United States army, now at this place, who will be ready to distribute 
the matter among the surgeons of the volunteer corps, or personally to vaccinate any such corps as may 
require his services. 

By order of Major General Scott. 

E. KIRBY, Paymaster, Acting Assistant Adjutant General. 


ORDERS No. 6. 


Heapquarters Army oF THE Sovtu, Columbus, Georgia, June 9, 1836. 


Assistant Quartermaster UC. A. White, of the United States army, having reported himself, will take 
charge of the quartermaster’s department of the army till the arrival of a senior quartermaster. He will 
establish a system of accountability in that department, and give the necessary instructions to the subor- 
dinate quartermasters for carrying the same into effect. 


By order of Major General Scott. 


E. KIRBY, Paymaster, Acting Assistant Adjutant General. 
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No. 186. 


HAawKINSVILLE, June 5, 1836. 


Sir: On my arrival at this town on the 2d instant, I proceeded to act according to your letter of 
instructions. I find myself surrounded with difficulties I did not anticipate in the first place. Not the 
first article of the stores or provisions are yet arrived, and I am fearful several days will elapse before I 
shall receive them. This delay has been occasioned by the circumstance of the two steamboats at this 
end of the Ockmulgee being dismantled in part for the season. On my arrival application was made 
through the agent for one, at least, to be despatched with all possible speed to assist the pole boats up the 
river, and accordingly the Crockett steamboat was sent down forthwith, but unfortunately burst her boiler 
forty miles below this town. In the meantime I have engaged another boat, (the Darien,) not belonging 
to the company’s line, to proceed to Darien for a cargo of bacon, hard bread, Hall’s rifles, and quarter- 
master’s stores; have advised Lieutenant Heintzelman to have the boat loaded and forwarded with all 
possible despatch, and hope he has not quitted Darien for this place. 

In the interim I have employed several persons in the adjacent counties for the purpose of procuring 
wagons; have also visited the surrounding country myself for the same purpose. I find nearly the whele 
force of the farmers engaged on their farms at this season, consequently have considerable difficulty in 
procuring the quantity I shall require. If, on arrival of the stores, | find the Ockmulgee navigable to 
Macon, I intend forwarding a portion of the stores to that place. 

The first two trains of wagons tiiat may arrive at headquarters I would suggest be immediately 
forwarded to this place. Should you think it necessary, I would also suggest the propriety of my 
remaining at this town until I have started at least a portion of the stores for the army, as I understand 
Lieutenant Heintzelman is in bad health, and it will require great exertions to procure sufficient 
transportation in time. Rest satisfied, general, my whole exertions shall be used for the public guod, 
and to forward your wishes and commands. 

I have the honor to be, with respect, your obedient servant, 
JOSEPH A. BEARD, 
Agent to the Quartermaster and Commissary Departments, U. S. 
Major General Wixrtetp Scorr. 





No. 187. 


HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE SoutH, Columbus, June 7, 1836. 


Sir: I am directed by Major General Scott to say that he is anxious to hear from you, and know 
what progress you have made in the duties assigned to you. 

You will please keep the general advised of your operations in detail. State what supplies have 
been received either at Hawkinsville or Macon—what have been forwarded. 

You will purchase eight or ten horses fit for the saddle, (not high priced,) and forward them to this 
place. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
E. KIRBY, Paymaster, Acting Assistant Adjutant General. 
JosepH A. Bearp, Agent of the Quartermaster and Commissary Departments, 
Hawkinsville or Macon. 





No. 188. 


Darien, Georgia, {should be dated from Hawkinsville,] June 8, 1836. 


Sir: I have the honor to report my arrival here from Darien, Georgia, having there made all the 
necessary arrangements for the forwarding of supplies to this place. 

I enclose a list of subsistence and ordnance stores received by me at Darien, Georgia, before I left. 
Three boats were loaded, including all the arms, accoutrements, camp and garrison equipage, and some 
of the provisions. The first boats are expected here to-morrow. Mr. Beard, agent for the quartermaster 
and subsistence departments, is here engaging wagons for their transportation. 

I have the honor to be, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
S. P. HEINTZELMAN, Lieutenant, Acting Assistant Quartermaster. 


Major E. Kirsy, Paymaster, Acting Assistant Adjutant General, Army of the South. 





List of articles of subsistence, ordnance®stores, &c., received at Darien before the 4th June, 1836, to be forwarded 
to Hawkinsville, Georgia. 


270 barrels of pork; 464 barrels of flour; 417 barrels of hard bread; 29 barrels of vinegar; 16 boxes 
of candles; 24 boxes of soap; 97 boxes of bacon; 54 barrels of beans; 10 barrels of salt; 2 barrels of 
sugar; 10 barrels of coffee; 6,984 tent pins; 75 sets wall tent poles; 343 sets common tent poles; 315 
common tents; 72 wall tents; 65 tent flies; 1 hospital tent; 517 camp-kettles; 1,800 complete sets infantry 
accoutrements, including brushes, pricks, and plates; 500 Hall’s rifles, complete; 500 Hall’s rifle accoutre- 
ments, 

S. P. HEINTZELMAN, Lieutenant and Acting Assistant Quartermaster. 


HawkInsviie, Georgia, June 8, 1836. 
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No. 189. 
TuskEGEE, June 8, 1836. 

Genera: I have detained the escort until this morning in consequence of the danger of exposing so 
small a force beyond supporting distance from this post, but the captains are both anxious to return, and 
I have consented to permit them to proceed by a route which I am assured will be perfectly safe; they 
have fine companies, and should they meet an enemy on anything like equal terms, I am sure they will 
give a good account of him. I have not yet obtained the command of the troops, but if I obtain it at all 
T shall probably enter on duty to-morrow. 

I wish a small regular force as soon as possible. If I had only two or three companies I should feel 
myself able to commence the removal of the Indians at once. 

The hostile Indians are committing the most cruel and distressing outrages on the inhabitants a few 
miles below. A movement in that direction will be necessary, as well to cover the settlements as to hold 
Nea-Mico in check, who is decidedly hostile, and to obtain forage, which cannot be had here. 

I desire that Captain Page, Dr. Randall, and the other officers connected with the Indian service, be 
sent to me as soon as they can be spared. Their services would be important to me at this time, and will 
every day become more so. 

I learn from the governor that General Moore will arrive at Irwinton about the 10th instant, but it 
is doubtful, I think, whether he can protect the entire line confided to him. 

If a movement be determined on, I will send you information of it by a runner. 

I request that Dr. Waite be directed to join me as soon as possible, and I would be glad to be informed 
at what point provisions and forage can be obtained on the Chattahoochee, either below or above Irwinton. 

I am, general, most respectfully, your obedient servant, 
TH. S. JESUP, Major General. 

Major General W. Scorr, Commanding the Southern Army, Columbus, Georgia. 

P. S.—Neah-Mathla is certainly sick, and his next chief was disabled in the skirmish the day I left 


Columbus, or perhaps the evening before. 


Ze oe ds 





No. 190. 


Heapquarters Seconp Army Corps oF THE SourHERN Army, Tuskegee, June 10, 1836. 


Sr: I have here about 900 volunteers and militia of Alabama, and about 200 friendly Indian warriors. 
I shall move to-morrow or next day, at furthest, against the hostile Indians. JI expect to be joined on my 
route by five hundred mounted men, under Brigadier General Moore, and by two hundred Indian warriors, 
and I hope to strike the enemy in less than five days. 

Captain Parrott and Lieutenant Lane are my aides-de-camp, and I respectfully ask for them the extra 
pay and emoluments of aides; with that addition to their compensation they will find it extremely difficult 
in this country, at this time, to keep their expenses within their income. The aides of Major General 
Patterson, who is serving under my orders, are entitled to the full pay and emoluments of majors, 
and my aides should, in common justice, be placed upon a footing of equality with them, at least in 
compensation. 

I further respectfully ask that the first vacancy in the quartermaster’s department be filled by Lieu- 
tenant Chambers. 

I have the honor to be, sir, respectfully, your obedient servant, 
TH. S. JESUP, Major General. 

Hon. Lewis Cass, Secretary of War, Washington City. 





No. 191. 


Heapquarters Seconp Army Corrs Sournern Army, Tuskegee, June 11, 1836. 


Sir: I expected to have moved to-day, but have been delayed in consequence of a heavy rain, and of 
the Indian warriors not being in readiness. I shall move forward to-morrow, however, and occupy a 
position on the Fort Mitchell road, about twenty-eight miles in advance, and there wait the arrival of the 
Indian warriors under Opotheohola, or if I can find the enemy without Indian guides, attack him imme- 
diately. The country is almost without supplies, and none of those ordered before I left Washington 
have arrived. Cartridge-boxes and flints, particularly, are wanted, but that shall not check my movement. 
The horses must be put on half rations, and the deficiency supplied from the cane swamps. I held a council 
yesterday with several Indian chiefs, and required them to disarm a party from the hostile camp; thirty- 
four were disarmed and five escaped. I think it would have a good effect to pay the whole annuity to 
those who take an active part with us, and I most earnestly recommend the measure, as well on the score 
of justice as policy. The communication with Columbus is in the hands of the enemy, and I have no means 
of communicating directly with General Scott. This circumstance inclines me to strike a blow at once, 
though there is some hazard in it. General Scott, when I parted with him, expected to be ready to move 
by the 15th; if he should commence operations on that day, he will be within thirty or forty miles of me, 
and may prevent a junction between the hostile chiefs, and enable me to strike them in succession. 

A corps of artificers and laborers is necessary to the efficiency of the quartermaster’s department. 
Southern militia and volunteers cannot be induced to labor. Such a corps, if authorized, should be 
employed entirely in the southern States. 

I have the honor to be, sir, your obedient servant, 
TH. S. JESUP, Major General, Commanding 2d Army Corps. 


Hon. Lewis Cass, Secretary of War, Washington City. 
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No. 192. 
Heapquarters Army oF THE Soutn, Columbus, Georgia, June 10, 1836. 

Sir: Major General Scott is filled with extreme anxiety at the delay of the supplies ascending the 

Ockmulgee. Many articles expected by that route are of indispensable importance. Tall’s rifles, the 
musket accoutrements, and the tents, are needed to complete the equipment of the troops already assem- 
bled, a portion of whom are without arms or shelter. The subsistence and other stores are also greatly 
wanted. The troops cannot take the field till some portion of these supplies shall arrive. 
The general relies upon your zeal and activity in using every possible means for hastening forward 
these articles. Spare neither pains nor expense by sending agents below to hasten them up the river, 
and in pushing them forward when they shall come into your hands, and keep the general constantly 
advised of every circumstance calculated either to advance or retard them. 

The general thinks you will be able to procure in the country around Hawkinsville and Macon a 
sufficient number of wagons for the transportation of these supplies from the Ockmulgee to this place. If 
you should find this impracticable advise the general. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
KE. KIRBY, Paymaster, Acting Asst. Adjt. General. 


J. A. Bearp, Esq, Agent of Quartermaster and Subsist. Dep’ts, Macon or Hawkinsville. 





No. 193. 


Heapquarters Army OF THE Soutn, Columbus, Georgia, June 10, 1836. 

Sir: I was happy to learn that you arrived safely at Tuskegee. The escort has not yet been able to 
return. We shall be much delayed in taking the field on this side by the non-arrival of our most essential 
supplies—rifles, muskets, musket accoutrements, ammunition, &c, I had expected these, with subsistence 
stores, to begin to arrive here from the Ockmulgee by the 7th instant, but here is a letter from the agent, 
Mr. Beard, dated at Hawkinsville the 5th, in which he reports that nothing had reached the place. He 
immediately despatched a boat to Darien to make inquiries, to hasten, &. We have now on the Chatta- 
hoochee about 2,000 Georgians, most of them remarkably fine men; of the whole number, however, not a 
third have sufticient arms, and a still smaller number good accoutrements. It will, therefore, be impos- 
sible to arm and equip the remaining two-thirds without the muskets, the Hall’s rifles, and musket accou- 
trements expected by the Ockmulgee. From the foregoing it will be seen that it is impossible for the 
Georgians to commence operations from the neighborhood of Irwinton, say in eight or ten days, nor even 
then, unless the arms and accoutrements should have arrived. I have not had a line from his excellency 
The regulars are advancing handsomely from Augusta. I think all but a small detach- 
ment of marines had reached that place at the last dates. Brigadier General Fenwick is very anxious, I 
learn, that the regulars should be held together as a brigade under his command. Major Mackay has 
been excused from this campaign and nobody substituted in his place. Lieutenant Waite arrived yester- 
day. I have been obliged to place him on duty here. 

I remain, with great respect, your most vbedient servant, 


Governor Clay. 


WINFIELD SCOTT. 
Major General T. 8. Jesup, United States Army, Commanding, éc. 
We have more than doubled the force placed in the lower counties of Georgia to prevent the Creeks 
from escaping to the Seminoles. 
W. 8S. 


No. 194. 


Heapqvarters Army or THE Soutu, Columbus, Georgia, June 12, 1836. 


Sir: I wrote to you on the 2d instant with a burning fever on me, which had then continued more 
I have since been quite sick, and have passed through a course of medicine that has 
I have, however, already recovered much 
My cure has been so 


than two days. 
fully removed the cause of disease, but left me rather feeble. 
strength in the last forty hours, and to-morrow expect to be on horseback. 
systematic that a relapse is deemed impossible. 

During my confinement there was but little of importance to do, and the governor very promptly and 
ably supplied my place. 

We have on this frontier about 3,300 Georgia volunteers and drafts; the former contain a large por- 
tion of the chivalry, intelligence, and property of the State. Of this force, we have not as yet been able 
to arm more than a third. Muskets in sufficient numbers are approaching, but no accoutrements, except 
the 1,800 that I ordered from St. Augustine and Picolata Without these, which I expect from the Ock- 
mulgee in six days, it would have been utterly impossible to have equipped the Georgians for the field, 
for there were no accoutrements in any of the southern arsenals. 

In six or eight days, then, I hope to be able to arm and equip the whole of the Georgia forces; and, 
as a respectable number of the regular troops may be expected here by that time, I shall not lose a moment 
in commencing active operations. 

Major General Jesup has joined the Alabamians at Tuskegee. Ihave letters from him of the 5th, 6th, 
and 8th instant. Although he does not state the fact, it seems that he met Governor Clay at Line creek, 
twenty-five miles west of Tuskegee, and thence returned to the latter place, preceding the governor by a 
few miles. Something unpleasant must have occurred at the interview. In his letter of the 8th General 
Jesup only says: “I have not yet obtained the command of the troops, but if I obtain it at all I shall 


probably enter on duty to-morrow.” 
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Some of the very intelligent Georgians who accompanied General Jesup as an escort say that the 
Alabamians do not wish to come into the service of the United States—that the governor, Major General 
Patterson, and Adjutant and Inspector General Hogan, are all opposed to the change, &c. It is singular 
that General Jesup has not been more explicit in his communications with me on these points. In fact, 
but for the escort that has returned, I should not have known that he had seen the governor at all. 

The same letters represent the Alabamians to be well armed with muskets, but to be without accou- 
trements, without cartridges, and without flints. The deficiency in flints and ammunition I shall be able 
to supply on the arrival of our stores by the Ockmulgee, in six and eight days. 

The governor and myself, in proportion as we have been able to obtain armed men, have sent off 
detachments to guard the left bank of this river. Some of these detachments have been pushed below the 
country occupied by the Creeks on the opposite bank. Several of the middle detachments have, within 
eight or ten days, been surprised by small parties of the enemy coming over for marauding purposes, and 
in each case the advantage has been against us. To keep up a communication all along the riv er to check 
and to destroy the enemy, we now have constantly cruising two steamers, both of which are well manned, 
but only one armed with a six-pounder. We had no other piece of artillery. 

I am sorry to say, for the information of the Secretary, that no volunteer force can be sent from this 
quarter either before or after the Creek war to aid the operations against the Seminoles in Florida. All 
the Georgians, as Governor Schley informs me, who are now in the field, were expressly called for to put 
down the Creeks. Many of the companies which first presented themselves for muster made it a point 
that they should be so and not otherwise employed. This the governor fully assented to in his speeches 
on the several occasions. The Alabamians, too, I am confident, if they have conversed with the members 
of Colonel Chisholm’s regiment, lately from Florida, will be equally repugnant to a campaign in that country 
at this season of the year. I passed that regiment on April 20 at the Big Withlacoochee, when all its 
energies appeared to be entirely prostrated by the heat of the weather. 

I enclose a copy of a letter addressed to Lieutenant Colonel Foster, written on a request from Governor 
Call. 

When I ordered the 100,000 rations from Savannah, via Darien, Hawkinsville, &c., to this place, I 
knew that no supplies of that sort could be wanted in Florida in four or five weeks, and I immediately 
caused notice to be given of the measure. At the time I gave the order I knew that the Altamaha and 
Ockmulgee rivers were becoming daily lower and lower, and that a sufficient number of wagons could not 
be found in the country to haul from Augusta to Columbus the immense supplies that would be wanted in 
this war. No time was therefore to be lost, and the rations were ordered by water to a point only ninety 
miles from this place. It is true that very heavy and unexpected showers of rain followed for the next 
ten days, which have kept the rivers up and spoiled the roads. 

Beyond those 100,000 rations, provided we receive the supplies demanded from New Orleans, not 
another pound of subsistence is wanted from the north and east. 

In haste, I have the honor to be your most obedient servant, 
WINFIELD SCOTT. 

Brigadier General Jones, Adjutant General, United States Army. 


Aveusta ARSENAL, Georgia, June 11, 1836. 


Sir: I have the honor to report that the following ordnance and ordnance stores have been recei 7ed 
at this arsenal from the Charleston depot, and respectfully request to be informed whether the stores are 
to remain here or be forwarded on to the ordnance officer at Columbus, Georgia, viz: 500 Hall’s rifles 
(brown) complete; 500 flasks and belts; 500 Hall’s rifles (bright) complete; 500 sets rifle accoutrements; 
1,000 screw-drivers; 1,000 wipers; 100 spring vices; 100 bullet moulds; 200 pounds rifle powder; 2,500 
infantry cartridge-boxes; 2,500 infantry cartridge belts; 2,500 bayonet scabbards; 2,500 bayonet scabbard 
belts; 2,500 bayonet scabbard plates; 2,500 gun slings; 2,039 brushes and picks. 

Very respectfully, I am, sir, your obedient servant, 
N. BADEN, Major United States Army. 

Major EF. Kirpy, Aide-de-camp. 





No. 196. 


Heapquarters Army OF THE Soutn, Columbus, June 14, 1836. 


Sm: Your letter of the 11th instant, containing a list of certain ordnance stores received by you at 
Augusta arsenal, has been submitted to Major General Scott. The general directs that you forward to 
this place, without delay, the foilowing articles embraced in that list, viz: 500 Hall’s rifles (brown) com- 
plete; 500 flasks and belts; 50 screw-drivers; 500 wipers; 50 spring vices; 50 bullet moulds; 200 pounds 
rifle powder; 1,000 infantry cartridge-boxes; 1,000 infantry cartridge belts; 1,000 bayonet scabbards; 
1,000 bayonet scabbard belts; 1,000 bayonet scabbard plates; 1,000 gun slings; 1,000 brushes and picks. 

The general desires to have these articles disposed in light loads, say, not to exceed two-thirds the 
ordinary loads, and despatched without any delay to this place. They are immediately and urgently 
wanted here. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
E. KIRBY, Paymaster, Acting Assistant Adjutant General. 


Major N. Bapen, United States Army, Commanding Augusta Arsenal. 
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No. 197. 


HeApQuaRTERS ARMY OF THE Soutu, Columbus, June 11, 1836. 

Sir: You will proceed forwith to Hawkinsville, hiring such relays of horses upon the road as to 
proceed expeditiously. 

On your arrival, ascertain from Lieutenant Heintzelman, of the army, or Major J. C. Beard, agent of 
the United States for forwarding supplies, &c., whether any of Hall’s patent rifles and accoutrements 
have been received at that place with other public stores from below. If they have arrived, you will 
direct, by the authority of Major General Scott, the officer having charge of them to forward those articles 
to this place with all despatch. Should these rifles and accoutrements have been turned over to General 
Wilcox, of the Georgia militia, or any other officer, you will recover possession of them, even should it be 
necessary to pursue them beyond Hawkinsville. These arms are wanted immediately and urgently at 
this place, to supply the unarmed troops assembled here. 

You will also direct that the muskets and musket accoutrements, and ammunition, which have arrived 
or may arrive at Hawkinsville, be forwarded to this place without any delay. Next to these the tents 
and camp equipage will be forwarded. 

Major Beard will turn over the instructions which he received from Major General Scott to Lieutenant 
Heintzelman, for whose guidance they are intended; and after completing the duties assigned him by the 
general in that quarter, will proceed to this place. 

You will show this order to Major Beard and Lieutenant Heintzelman, and to General Wilcox, should 
he have received the arms, who will respectively be governed by it in the premises. Having completed 
this duty, you will return to this place and report your doings. 

sy order of Major General Scott. 
Kk. KIRBY, Paymaster, Acting Assistant Adjutant General. 


Lieutenant Epwarp Deas, United States Army. 





No. 198. 


HawktnsvitiE, Georgia, June 12, 1836. 


Sir: I have the honor to inform you that the steamboat Comet arrived at this place yesterday, with 
two boats in tow, containing supplies for the army. 

I have just finished loading ten teams, which will leave this early to-morrow for Columbus, crossing 
the Flint at Traveller’s Rest. Enclosed herewith you will receive a list of the supplies sent by them. 

General Wilcox, just from headquarters, and on his way to organize a force a little south of this, 
has called on me for arms for 200 men, and also for a company of mounted men under his command, 
being sixty more, making 260 in all. 

Having no special instructions, and from the necessity of the case, I have promised to supply him 
with the arms and also with provisions, agreeably to your order to Major Beard. 

Major Beard left here a few days ago for Macon, to procure wagons to forward the supplies, on board 
one boat expected here to-morrow, by the steamboat Crockett, as it is impossible to get a sufficient 
number of wagons in this neighborhood. He will return to this place in a few days. 

Six wagons arrived this evening from Warrenton, and to-morrow we expect five or six more; so I 
hope to be able by next day to start another train of ten. It will be loaded entirely with provisions. 

I have retained the tents, as I supposed the arms, accoutrements, and provisions were more needed. 
With the tents are poles and pins; tle latter are very heavy, and scarcely worth the transportation at 
the present time with the limited means of transport to be obtained. Would it not be better to retain 
the pins here ? 

I have not been furnished with any funds. 

I have the honor to be, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
S. P. HEINTZELMAN, Lieutenant and Acting Assistant Quartermaster. 


Major E. Kirsy, Paymaster and Acting Assistant Adjutant General, Columbus, Georgia. 





No. 199. 


Heapquarters Army OF THE Soutu, Columbus, Georgia, June 14, 1836. 


Sm: We are still held in a state of inactivity from the non-arrival of arms, ammunition, &c. These 
essential supplies, we have reason to hope, will be here in sufficient numbers and quantities in a few days 
from Augusta, and first from Hawkinsville, on the Ockmulgee, to which point shipments, via Darien, were 
made by my orders from Florida, Savannah, and Charleston. Nearly all the Georgians ordered out by 
the governor—a little more than three thousand—are already on the frontier; but, as I have before 
reported, by far the greater number of the companies have come without arms and accoutrements. As 
fast as the mounted companies can be armed I shall send them down the country, on the Georgia side, at 
least as low as Irwinton, whence I shall commence operations. With the aid of the flats, which I have 
caused to be constructed, it will be easy, at the proper time, to pass those troops over to the Alabama 
side; and the foot, regular and volunteer, not wanted to guard the river above and below this place, I 
shall send to the same rendezvous in steamboats. The first company of regulars (Monroe’s) arrived 
yesterday, and a detachment of four or six, under Major Lomax, may be expected the day after to-morrow. 
Other detachments will follow at intervals of a Cay or two, and the whole, including marines, may be 
expected in a week. I have not, however, all-important as I deem those regulars, been waiting for them. 
The volunteers cannot march without arms, accoutrements, and ammunition. 
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Subsistence in abundance will also arrive from the Ockmulgee with the arms, accoutrements, &e. 

It is extremely doubtful, judging from circumstances, whether the governor of Alabama will place 
his forces under the authority of the United States. He was, on the 8th instant, at Tuskeeee, only forty- 
odd miles from this place, and may be presumed to be still there; yet he has not condescended to notice 
my letters to him of the 31st ultimo, nor that of Governor Schley of the same date and to the same effeet. 
The latter neglect, which I have no right to comment upon, is more extraordinary than the former, Nor 
can J hear anything explicit from Major General Jesup. His letter ef the 8th instant to me, written after 
he met the governor at Line creck, beyond Tuskegee, and after they had both travelled from the former 
to the latter place, is absolutely dark and mysterious. I gave a quotation from this letter in mine of the 
12th. I have not had a line from him since, although as yet friendly Indian runners have had no difficulty 
in passing and repassing. One of these runners I sent to hima few days since, and who may be expected 
back to-night. By his return the mystery that hangs over the intentions and purposes of the governor of 
Alabama may be removed. I know from many sources that his forces are not prepared to take the field 
with effect—they at least want ammunition and flints. I also unofficially learn that Brigadier General 
Moore, of that State, has arrived at Irwinton with a reinforcement of 750 mounted men, and that he 
thinks of commencing operations forthwith. I shall write to him to-day to say that I have the direction 
of the war, and request that he may wait till my arrival in that quarter. 

I remain, with great respect, your most obedient servant, 
WINFIELD SCOTT. 

Brigadier General Jones, Adjutant General U. S.A. 





No. 200. 
ORDERS No. 8. 


Hrapquarters Army oF THE Soutn, Columbus, Georgia, June 16, 1836. 


All the troops of the Georgia line will hold themselves in readiness to take the field the moment the 
arms and ammunition, now daily expected, shall arrive. 

As an indispensable preparation, every mounted officer, of every rank, and every mounted man will 
immediately provide himself with a wallet capable of carrying three days’ supply of corn for his horse. 
Commanding officers will see that this preparation be made at once. 

Haversacks are provided for all the volunteers and drafted men, whether mounted or on foot. To 
obtain them, requisitions will be made on the United States quartermaster at this place, Each man will 
be carcful to mark his wallet and haversack with his name as soon as they come into his hands. 

The baggage of officers and companies, at the commencement of the first march, must be reduced to 
the smallest amount. All heavy and superfluous articles will be left bebind. Troops, to pursue an enemy 
with success, must move lightly; no company, therefore, can be allowed to take into the enemy’s country 
more than four tents for officers and men. Commanders of every rank will look strictly to the due 
execution of this order, or the army will be rendered utterly incapable of active movements by the over- 
whelming weight of its bageage train. 

Light camp-kettles and mess-pans have been provided for the troops. Cast-iron ovens, skillets, and 
the like, are too heavy to be allowed to go into the wagons, which are principally to be loaded with 
ammunition and subsistence for men. 


WINFIELD SCOTT. 





No. 201. 


KNoXxvILLE, June 16, 1836. 
Sir: Agrecably to order, I to-day met the wagons conveying the guns and ammunition to Columbus, 
between this place. I found it much more difficult to procure wagons as lighters than I had anticipated. 
I, however, succeeded in procuring two or three, which will take in their loading to-morrow and hasten 
on to Columbus. Unless some very serious accident happens, they will all be in Columbus by the night 
of the 19th instant. The wagons seem to move at this time with some spirit. 
Yours, traly, 
JNO. CROWELL, Jr. 
Major General W. Scorz, U.S. A., Headquarters, Columbus, Georgia. 





No. 202. 


Macon, June 16, 1836. 


Sir: T have the honor to inform you twenty-one wagons and one howitzer was forwarded to head- 
quarters yesterday and this morning from Hawkinsville. An invoice of contents of the wagons will be 
handed you by the wagon-masters in charge. A great portion of the musket accoutrements you require, 
and the whole of Hall’s rifles, are with these trains. We find no ammunition on either boats or invoices. 

The subsistence stores forwarded consist principally of bacon, bread, and flour; also, tents, ball, and 
cannon in proportion, taken out of tierces to lessen transportation; also, camp-kettles. 

According to your instructions, I purchased horses for the howitzer, and have likewise purchased 
seven wagons and teams. 


VO. Vi——-42)-¢ 
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Lieutenant Heintzelman receipted to me for those articles. After making my arrangements in 
Hawkinsville for the futhering of your orders, I handed your instructions to Lieutenant Heintzelman and 
left him in charge, and left for this city in the night and arrived to-day, noon, in time to start thirteen 
wagons laden with subsistence and other stores, viz: 22 barrels of prime beef, (purchased here ;) 139 
boxes, (contents not known,) a portion of hospital stores; } barrel of barley; 23 barrels of pork; 60 barrels 
of flour; 16 barrels of beans; 12 barrels of hard bread. 

The Darien steamboat arrived at Hawkinsville yesterday evening. I ordered her to this place to 
discharge her cargo. She is under charge of Lieutenant Simpson, A. C. 5. I expect her here this night. 

I shall proceed to forward her freight immediately, and, after arranging this business to my satisfac- 
tion, shall proceed forthwith to headquarters. 

My funds are expended. I enclose a hasty statement of my disbursements, and shall draw again on 
your paymaster for two thousand dollars to meet casualties previous to my arrival at headquarters 

The difficulties I have had to surmount have been far greater than I anticipated. I have been ably 
assisted in Hawkinsville by Lieutenant Heintzelman, I have not taken rest the last four nights and find 
myself quite sick, but hope to rise to-morrow with renewed energies. 

I wrote Lieutenant Dimmock respecting the fixed ammunition you so much require, and suggested 
to him to have some forwarded forthwith—viz: canister and grape—by omnibus or stage. I find, on 
looking over the invoices received, no mention made of any ammunition having been shipped. 

No six-pounder yet arrived. I found a gun-carriage on board of the Darien, which I ordered on 
shore at Hawkinsville. 

Captain Seymour, of the Macon volunteers, desires me to offer his respects to you, and kindly wishes 
{ think it probable he will accompany me to your head- 





for your success in the approaching campaign. 
quarters to offer his respects in person. 
I would suggest three trains, at least, be sent (on their arrival) back to Mawkinsville. 
The marines are in this neighborhood—will pass through in the morning. 
I have the honor to be, general, with respect, your obedient servant, 
JOSEPH A. BEARD, Agent to United States Army. 


Major General W. Scorr, Commander-in-Chief of the Army of the South, Headquarters, Columbus. 


No. 203. 


ITeanpquarters Army oF THE Soutn, Columbus, Georgia, June 17, 1836. 


Sir: I enclose a copy of my letter to Major General Jesup, dated yesterday, and also a copy of my 
Order No. 8. These papers will show our present condition and prospects. The troops here are becoming 
impatient to move, and so am J; but I must avoid all premature and false movements. Arms and 
ammunition are indispensable, and so are a certain number of days’ subsistence. All these objects, I 
think, we shall certainly have in possession by the 21st instant. No time has been lost since the arrival 
of the arms, &c., at Hawkinsville, on the Ockmulgee. The delay occurred with the transportation line 
between Darien and that point. I caused agents to be stationed at both places, and have reason to 
believe that they have been active and pushing. As to the arms coming from Augusta, the distance 
(220 miles) and the badness of the roads, rendered worse by the storms of rain at the end of May and 
the beginning of June, have caused the delay. 

Paymaster Kirby leaves me to-day (2without an experienced siaff officer) for Florida, according to the 
reiterated orders of his department. He has been of the greatest use to Governor Schley in matters of 
accounts, and to me generally. We both part with him with extreme reluctance. Major Erving has 
been with me since the 7th, and employed as mustering officer. I had designed him for the office of 
acting inspector general; but he labors under a disability which he thinks will prevent his encountering 
the fatigues of that office. I have not a regular aide-de-camp. Lieutenant Herring, by the last advices, 
lay dangerously ill at Garey’s Ferry, in Florida. I fear that he is no more. 

I remain, with great respect, your most obedient servant, 
WINFIELD SCOTT. 

Brig. Gen. R. Jones, Adjutant General of U. S. Army. 


P. S.—Of the officers mentioned in my Order No, 1, for staff duties, Major Kirby has just left me 
Captain Page confines himself exclusively to his duties in the Indian department, and Captain Parrott 
accompanied Major General Jesup. 

W. S. 


I[kapquarters Army oF THE SoutH, Columbus, Georgia, June 16, 1836. 

Sir: Since I wrote to you on the 12th, {10th,] I have heard of the arrival at Hawkinsville and Macon 
of most of the supplies I had ordered via Darien. These are now in wagons, and within two, three, and 
four days of this place. I have also just heard that the muskets ordered from Augusta may be expected 
here perhaps to-morrow. With these arms and the 1,800 accoutrements from Hawkinsville, nearly the 
whole of the Georgia line may be fitted for the field. At present, of the 2,200 men Major General San- 
ford has in his camp, (on the other side of the river,) only about 400 are armed. All the other armed 
men have been detached below to guard the river, and which, as yet, from the want of men, is but very 
imperfectly guarded. 

After writing to you on the 12th, {10th,] I received your Ictter of the 8th. This would completely 
have mystified me but for the explanations given by some of the Georgia gentlemen who accompanied 
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you from this place. For example, you wrote to me on the 6th that you were just about to set out for 
Mentgomery, and yet I find you back at Tuskegee on the 8th. You do not tell me that you had been 
absent as far as Line creck, and that you there had met the governor. You are silent as to any inter- 
view you had with him either at Line creek or Tuskegee, to which place, I understand from others, he 
followed you. Some difficulties you undoubtedly experienced in getting the command of the Alabama 
troops; but what these difficulties were you carefully conceal from me. You content yourself with saying: 
“JT have not yet obtained the command of the troops, but if J obtain it all 1 shall probably enter on duty to- 
morrow.” But why you had not at first obtained the command of the troops, and why the doubt whether 
you would obtain it all, you again carefully conceal from me. 

In a subsequent part of your letter you say: “TI learn from the governor that General Moore will,” &c. 
How did you learn this from the governor? You do not tell me that you had met him at Line creek, and 
that, turning back yourself, he had followed you to Tuskegee. It might have been by letter. 

Allow me to say that the whole letter is mysterious and enigmatical in the extreme, and that it is not 
such a communication as you ought to have made me. If the governor made the difficulties about placing 
you in the command of the troops, ‘hat important fact ought not to have been concealed from me; and if he 
did not, who else interposed difficulties ? 

You further tell me that “if a movement be determined on I will send you information of it by a 
runner.” A movement to be determined on by whom? The Alabama commanders, or these in conjune- 
tion with yourseif? Hither you were placed in command, or you have not been. In the first case you 
would certainly determine on no scheme of offensive operations without my previous concurrence and 
readiness to co-operate; yet, without receiving any runner from you or communication of any kind since 
the 8th instant, a passenger in the stage by the upper route just arrived here reports that you, at the 
head of about 3,000 Alabamians and 1,000 friendly Indians, were about to march upon Neomico’s band, 
and to commence offensive operations on a great scale! Lhave no doubt there is a gross mistake in this 
report. You may perhaps have been about to make some defensive movement or operation to clear a 
frontier settlement of a portion of the enemy; but I will not believe that you have declared your independence 
of my authority. 

It is certain that Brigadier General Moore, of Alabama, has commenced a course of offensive opera- 
tions from Irwinton up the country. From this fact I have rather inferred that you have not even yet 
been invested with the command of the Alabamians, or you certainly would have stopped his premature 
and isolated movement. These doubts and conjectures, in the absence of all direct intelligence from you, 
are sufficiently harassing. 

I mean to be explicit and precise on my part. I desire you instantly to stop all offensive movements 
(if you are in command) on the part of the Alabamians until the Georgians are ready to act, say on the 
21st instant, when the greater number of them will be armed and ready for the field. By that time, too, 
there will be on this frontier the greater part of the regulars and marines ordered from the north. On 
that day, if the movements of General Moore shall not render a modification of my plan necessary, I shall 
begin to assemble the troops on this side of the nation, somewhere in the neighborhood of Irwinton, and 
operate up the country. It is my desire that you meet me about that time and place, and that you bring 
with you any disposable force you conveniently can; or that you hold the whole of the Alabamians in 
defensive positions on the frontier settlements till 1 shall bring the war into their neighborhood, when 
you can come into the general line of operations with me. 

No quartermaster has arrived here but Lieutenant Waite. Captain Page says that, under his 
instructions from the War Departmeni, his presence in this quarter is indispensable. No flints and no 
ammunition have yet arrived. I have heard of shipments from New Orleans of army supplies; but none 
have arrived. Subsistence, with arms and accoutrements from Hawkinsville, will begin to come in 
to-morrow. 

I shall cause a large deposit of subsistence to be made at Irwinton, another at Fort Mitchell, and 
a third at this place. I am inquiring, and may establish a fourth depot at some convenient point between 
Irwinton and Fort Mitchell. 

Six companies of regulars have arrived—five to-day, and Monroe’s three days ago. They are sent to 
guard the Indians, &c., at Fort Mitchell. 

I remain, with undiminished confidence, yours, most respectfully, 
WINFIELD SCOTT. 

Major General T. S. Jesup, U. S. A., Commanding, dc. 





Heapquarters ARMY OF THE Soutu, Columbus, Georgia, June 18, 1836. 


Sir: Enclosed herewith you will receive copies of two letters from Major General Jesup to me, and a 
copy of my reply. His movement and appearance at Fort Mitchell (whither I go this morning) have 
embarrassed me exceedingly; and if our subsistence, ordered by me from Savannah, via Darien and the 
Ockmulgee, should not begin to arrive to-morrow, or, at the latest, the following day, all the troops must 
be put on half or third rations. 

I hardly know how to get General Jesup’s corps in its true position, from the false one he has placed 
himself in. I want him down the country at least as low as Irwinton; and if I send him by land, on 
the Alabama side, he will invert my plan of campaign by operating down instead of up the country. His 
foot I may be able to send below in steamboats, and cross his horse to this shore, march it to a point 
opposite to Irwinton, and thence recross it. But these movements will give me a great deal of trouble 
and delay. Than to be so embarrassed, I would infinitely have preferred that these Alabamians and. 
Indians had marched five hundred miles in any other direction. 

In haste, I remain, with high respect, 

WINFIELD SCOTT. 

Brigadier General Jones, Adjutant General U. S. Army. 
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Hrapguarrers, at Lone’s, June 15, 1836. 


Genera: IT have received your letter of the 10th sinee I left Tuskegee for Irwinton, or racher for 
the lower line of the Creck country. L arrived here about five o’clock yesterday. ifaving been deceived 
by the mistake of a guide, | passed the TIrwinten road nine miles. Tam within four miles of Nehomico’s 
,; He has gone to the neighborhood of Tuskegee to surrender himself, I reeeived and disarmed 


> 


camp. 
thirty five of his people, who had left his camp, professing to be friendly. 1 lave with me twelve com- 
panies—seven mounted and five infantry—and expect to be reinforced by two companies to-night. I 
have also four hundred Indian warriors, and expect to be reinforeed to-morrow by five hundred, under 
the celebrated elief Opothleyoholo. I find it impossible to obtain either corn or subsistence here, the 
hostile Indians having destroyed all that they have not taken away. 

June 16.—I am now at the “Big Spring,” within fourteen miles of Fort Mitchell, and shall move on 
Nehomico’s camp to-morrow. A detachment of Indian warriors from this division captured Nehomico 
and his son last evening, end they are now prisoners in my camp. 

I wish Captain Page to join me as.soon as possible. If he had been with me T could have organized 
before this time an emigrating party of several hundred, I have to request that provisions and corn be 
sent to Fort Mitehell. I have only five days’ rations, and not a grain of corn, My movement to this 
point has, I understand by a gentleman who arrived to-day, tranquillized the frontier, A party or two 
came through to-day 

If I should not obtain supplies at Nehomico’s camp, I shall probably be compelled to fall back on 
Fort Mitchell, or to a position near it. I hope to receive orders from you at that place, to which, if I do 
not go myself, T shall send wagons for subsistence, 

I am, general, most respectfully, your obedient servant, 
TH. S. JESUP, Maj. General, Com’g 2d Army Corps of the Southern Army. 


Major General Scorr, Commanding the Southern Army, Columbus, Georgia. 


No. 207. 


JuNE 17, 1836. 
Generau: I find that we have less than two days’ rations, in addition to two days’ rations in the 
hands of the men. Whether successful or not against the force of Neho Emathla I shall be compelled 
to go to Fort Mitchell. Can you give us provisions and corn there? By all means do so. I have an 
Indian force which will enable you to drive the whole country. 
Yours, 
TH. S. JESUP. 


General Scorr, Columbus. 


Nou. 208. 


Heanquarrers Army or THE Souru, Columbus, Georgia, June 17, 1886. 


Sir: [have this moment received your two letters of the 15th and 17th instant. 

Tam infinitely astonished and distressed to hear of your near approach, and in a starving condition, 
to Fort Mitchell. You knew that your forces were not wanted there. You knew that no supplies could 
reach Irwinton from New Orleans earlier than the 21st instant, if so soon; and you knew, by my letter 
of the 10th, that nothing had arrived as high as Hawkinsville, upon the Ockmulgee, and consequently 
nothing could have reached this place by the present date from that river. [also onght to add that you 
knew, when you left here, that the troops, daily increasing, were living from hand to mouth on the pre- 
carious supplies of the neighborhood. Under these circumstances, imagine my astonishment to learn 
that, instead of marching the disposable force of Alabama upon Trwinton, with subsistence for at least ten 
or five days in advance, to hear that you had come through the heart of the Indian country, seeking 
private adventures, which, if successful, could hardly have advanced the war, and against my known 
plan of operations, to Fort Mitchell, forty-live miles out of position! It is precisely General Gaines’s 
movement upon Fort King, where there was no subsistence; and there is none, as you ought to have 
known, at Fort Mitchell. My grief and distress are at their utmost height. This strange movement you 
have made, without giving me the slightest notice. You had not informed me—you do not even now tell 
me, that you are in command of the Alabamians; and your last letter of the 8th instant stated that it was 
doubtful whether you would ever be invested with that command. All this is infinitely strange, and was 
the Jast thing in the world that was to be expected from you. 

Well, to prevent starvation, I have called for the quartermaster and commissary, and demanded of 
them what rations and forage they could supply. Lieutenant Waite, the quartermaster, has, with great 
difficulty, provided some corn for my movement at the head of the Georgians, on the 21st or 22d; and 
Lieutenant McCrabb has just nearly exhausted the market to obtain two or three days’ rations for the 
troops already at Fort Mitchell. At the risk of starving the troops on the river, (the Georgians and 
regulars,) L have ordered the quartermaster to send you 9500 bushels of corn, and the commissary to 
move heaven and earth to send two or three days’ subsistence for the troops brought with you. To 
prevent, however, all further erratic movements, I desire you to encamp your forces somewhere in the 
neighborhood of Fort Mitchell till further orders, or until I can see you, We will keep your forces, and 
those previously on the river, from starving, if possible, till the arrival of the Ockmulgee supplies, which, 
I suppose, will precede those from New Orleans by some days. 
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The first and one of the worst effects of your arrival will be to prevent a movement of the Georgians 
and regulars as carly as [ intended; the former have pushed their impatience for active operations almost 
to a state of mutiny—a result which I may not be able to prevent if they should learn that the arrival of 
the Alabamians is to hold them in a state of inglorious inactivity many days longer. 

I wrote to you yesterday, and despatched the letter by a runner from Fort Mitchell. 

I shall endeavor to visit Fort Mitchell to-morrow or the next day. 

Though in grief, I still remain yours, with great regard, 





WINFIELD SCOTT. 
Major Gencral T. 8. Jesup, United States Army, Commanding, &c. 


P. S—Some wagons with subsistence are despatched to-night, but cannot arrive, I learn from Mr. 
Waite, till to-morrow morning. Some corn (250 of 300 bushels) will be down by 10 o’clock to-morrow in 


the boat. 
W. S. 


No. 209. 


Iranquarrers Army oF THE Soutn, Columbus, Georgia, June 21, 1836. 

Sir: A thousand muskets arrived here last night, and have been issued to as many troops this morn- 
ing, who will immediately commence the march for a point on the Chattahoochee, say the mouth of the 
Cowageee creek, below the enemy. The accoutrements for those muskets will be here to-morrow, and 
will be sent down the river ina steamboat the following day. With the accoutrements will come five 
hundred rifles, and a battalion of inounted men will remain to receive them. The delay in the arrival of 
those essential supplies I now know has been occasioned by steamboat accidents between Darien and 
Hawkinsville, and a difficulty in procuring wagons, although I had two agents for the purpose in that 
neighborhood. The horse will probably overtake the foot (1 shall personally march with the former) on 
this side of a point on the Chattahoochee opposite to the Cowaggee creek. The enemy are understood to 
be entirely above that creck. If I find this to be so, I shall cross the troops to the Alabama side about 
that point. 

Major Pierce, at the head of a small battalion of artillery, marched down on this side of the river 
yesterday. Major Lomax, at the head of a similar battalion, follows him closely. The first detachment 
of marines, under Colonel Henderson, will, I understand, be here to-morrow. He will immediately take 
the same route, and the same thing of the remaining detachments of regulars. Brigadier General 
Fenwick is here, and will command all the regulars, formed into a brigade. I shall not hesitate, however, 
to detach from him freely, according to circumstances, and hence his forces are to be divided into light 
battalions. 

Surgeon Lawson has arrived and entered on duty. 

After leaving the necessary guards on the left bank of this river above, and particularly below 
Columbus, [ may have left about two thousand Georgians, besides the regulars, that may be up in time 
for the commencement of active operations against the enemy, together with one hundred friendly Indians. 

From the copies of two letters from Major General Jesup to me, and copies of two from me to him, 
his position and strength may be inferred. I learn this morning that his fifteen or sixteen hundred 
friendly Indians have deserted him in whole or great part. This, however, is but a rumor. Ilis exact 
position he has not communicated to me. 1 suppose him to have been, on the 19th instant, about twelve 
miles from Fort Mitchell; and it will be seen that I have suggested that he should, during his halt of a 
few days, approach nearer to that place for the convenience of receiving supplies. 

It will be seen, in his communication of the 17th, that he says: “I would have struck the enemy 
to-night, but for your letter.” I have it from a respectable gentleman, to whom he made the communica- 
tion on the 19th instant at Fort Mitchell, that he did, nevertheless, attempt the blow, and found that the 
enemy had fled. We (the governor of Georgia and myself) have great fears that the movements of 
Major General Jesup will render the enemy more desperate in his attempts to escape in parties across the 
river towards Florida. ence, besides sending down to guard the river all the armed volunteers except 
four hundred, [ have hastened in the same direction the two detachments of regulars mentioned above. 

My intention is to give Major General Jesup instructions in time to act downwards from his present 
false position simultaneously with the forces which are to be landed below the enemy. It is now the 
best disposition I can conveniently make of his forces. 

With respect to this distinguished officer, I have every motive in the world, public and private, to 
act in perfect harmony. All my ancient affection for him is fast returning. I hope it will be entirely 
restored in a day or two; that is, as soon as I shall learn that he conforms himself to my plans and 
instructions. 

I remain, sir, with great respect, your most obedient servant, 
WINFIELD SCOTT. 

Brigadier General Jones, Adjutant General United Stales Army. 


P. S.—It may be well to contradict a ridiculous letter going the rounds of the public papers, and 
well calculated to alarm the good people of lower Georgia and of all Florida, from Major General Irvine, 
of Alabama, to Brigadier General Wilcox, of this State, in which he says, besides many other strange 
things, that two thousand Creck Indians had escaped across the Chattahoochee towards Florida. There 
is not the least truth in that formal and pompous statement. From the best information from below, we 
have reason to be confident that not a party, probably not an individual Creek Indian, has escaped in that 


direction. 


W. 8. 








Sas care pepe caer 
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No, 210. 
Hrapnquarters Srconp Army Corps, Camp on the waters of Hatchychubby, June 17, 1836. 

Genera: I have this instant received your letter of yesterday. I regret that my operations have 
met your disapprobation; but they were commenced, and have been continued, for the purpose of staying 
the tomahawk and sealping knife, and preventing the devastation of entire settlements or neighborhoods 
on the frontier. They have had the effect of tranquillizing, in some measure, the frontier people, and of 
inducing them to remain at their homes. I regret the censure implied in your remarks, because it is 
unmerited. I acted in accordance with what I believed to be the spirit of your instructions; but even 
were my conduct in direct opposition to your instructions given at a former period, the altered circum- 
stances of the country are, I should think, a full justification. I consider it so; for I have none of that 
courage that would enable me to remain inactive when women and children are daily falling beneath the 
blows of the savage. Writing in the open field, while [ am interrupted every moment by matters of 
detail of every kind even to the placing of a wagon, I cannot now explain the remarks in my letter 
which you have considered so “enigmatical” further than to say, in justice to Governor Clay, that he 
made no opposition to my assuming command, but made every effort to sustain me, and to add_ that, if 
successful in my present operations, | shall owe much of that success to his able arrangements. The 
troops, or rather a part of them, were opposed not to me, personally, but to any officer of the United 
States taking command of them, and I would take command of militia and volunteers on no other terms 
than their consent. I would resign my commission first. 

Iam now within five miles of Enea Mathla’s camp, with twelve companies of volunteers and four or 
five hundred Indian warriors. Eleven hundred warriors, under Opotheola, will join to-night, and perhaps 
five hundred volunteers from Alabama. I made such arrangement for the defence of the settlements in 
my rear that I fecl assured of their entire security. [would have struck the enemy to-night, but for 
your letter, If he is not struck to-morrow morning he will escape for the present; but the force I have 
in the field is sufficient to pursue and reduce him. 

With every disposition to perform their duty, the volunteers and militia are necessarily extremely 
irregular in their returns, &c. I am not, therefore, able to send you a return in form of the force under 
my command. 

1 am, sir, respectfully, your obedient servant, 
THOMAS 8. JESUP, Major General. 

Major General Scorr, Commanding Southern Army, Columbus, Georgia. 


No. 211. 
Fort Mircuety, June 19, 1836. 


Str: I came here with your express, and an escort of an officer and two mounted men, expecting to 
meet you. I have halted the army under my command on the Irwinton road, below the road to this place. 
In reply to that part of your letter upbraiding me for asking a small supply of subsistence and forage 
for the troops and horses of my corps, I owe it to myself to say that I knew supplies ought to arrive 
from New Orleans before I should want them; and to show that my calculation was correct, I have to 
inform you that a steamboat is here from New Orleans with supplies. I have ordered eight days’ rations 
for my command. I took, yesterday, from the neighborhood of the hostile camp, upwards of a hundred 
head of cattle; and as I had a good supply of rice, I could have reached Irwinton without any supply 
from this place, had I been permitted to proceed. You have treated me with a degree of harshness which 
is cruel in the extreme. You charge me with deranging your plan of campaign. I understood one part 
of that plan to be the protection to the frontier settlements of Alabama. I may have failed in judgment 
as to the proper mode of protecting it; but, give me leave to say, the course I adopted has been successful. 
That frontier is now secure. I have upwards of tweive hundred Indian warriors in my camp; they will 
not remain inactive; what shall Ido with them? Shall I dismiss or retain them and employ them in 
scouring the swamps ? 

You charge me with not communicating with you, and giving you information on several points. 
With the duties I have had to perform, that was impossible. My occupation has been so incessant that I 
have not averaged three hours’ sleep in the twenty-four for two wecks. I have kept you apprised of 
everything important to be known. As to the reasons for my own acts, or those of others, I had not 
thonght it necessary to say anything. You knew me; and, from the perfect candor and fairness with 
which I acted towards you, and the efforts I made to sustain you, both with the Georgians and Alaba- 
mians, I had a right to expect different treatment from you. Under the circumstances, the harshness with 
which you have treated me is the extreme of cruelty. That matters not at this time; we have important 
duties to perform. If you will move to-day, general, with your disposable force, we can end the war 
before to-morrow night. Captain Page will give you important information. Iam not ambitious of the 
honors of Indian warfare. I am content that the whole of them shall be yours; but let me entreat you to 
act promptly. I can prevent the escape of the enemy on this side of the country; and if you attack them 
in front, they are yours. If you hesitate, you are lost. I felt resentment this morning; I feel it no longer. 
sy our former friendship, let me entreat you again to act promptly. 

Yours, truly, 
THOMAS 8. JESUP. 

Major General W. Scorr, Commanding Southern Army, Columbus, Ga. 

P. S—lLet ine have two or three companies of regular troops, if you decide to attack these Indians. 
Page will tell you where they are. 


No. 212. 


Heapquarters Army oF THE Soutu, Columbus, Georgia, June 19, 1836. 
Sir: In your first letter of the 17th instant, you tell me that you will be compelled to go to Fort 
Mitchell; and, according to an intimation in my reply to you of the same date, I went down yesterday, 
with great inconvenience, not doubting that I should meet you or hear of you in the immediate vicinity 
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of that place. The only news received of you there was a rumor representing you to be on the return 
march to Tuskegee, which I could not credit, under the positive declaration in your letter of the 17th, 
quoted above; and Captain Page reported that he had, a few hours before, forwarded a despatch to 
Columbus from you to me. 

Besides some rations sent down the night before in wagons, the steamboat in which I was a passenger 
took down a further supply of subsistence, and some corn, all for the use of your troops, and in conformity 
with your requests of the 15th and 17th instant. 

On my return to Columbus late last evening, I received your second of the 17th instant. This is 
fully as strange as any of your previous communications. In it you repeat nothing of your previous 
intention of marching upon Fort Mitchell; but you take care to insert two or three topics which would 
furnish a good basis for a popular appeal against the hardship imposed on you of undertaking no system 
of offensive operations without my previous concurrence and readiness to act in concert with you. It 
would seem to be for this purpose—I can imagine no other—that you tell me that your operations have 
been “commenced, and have been continued, for the purpose of staying the tomahawk and scalping- 
knife, and preventing the devastation of entire settlements or neighborhoods on the frontier.” Nothing, 
certainly, could be more meritorious. The direct protection of the Alabama settlements was within your 
competency, and, indeed, among your paramount duties. But why commence a grand system of offensive 
operations which has brought you out on this side of the Creek nation, at a point where I did not want 
you, without giving me the slightest intimation that you were about to commence, and of course without 
waiting for my approbation and co-operation? To have waited for such co-operation, and to have given 
me notice of your intended movements, were, allow me to say, also among your paramount duties. 

Your next popular flourish is in these words: “TI have none of that courage that would enable me to 
remain inactive when women and children are daily falling beneath the blows of the savage.” I certainly 
believe that you have not—and there was not the slightest objection, in any quarter, to your protecting 
the women and children of the frontier, with the defence of which you were directly charged. Again: 
nothing could have been more praiseworthy; but how does this excuse your leaving those women and 
children, and, instead of marching upon Irwinton, where you were required, marching in hostile array, 
secking battles, upon Fort Mitchell, where you were neither expected nor wanted ? 

On the subject of the Alabama frontier settlements, I am happy to learn by your letter that you 
made such arrangements for their safety as to leave you assured on that point. 

The last dead point you make, as if it were for future use against me, is this : “I would have struck 
the enemy to-night but for your letter; if he is not struck to-morrow morning he will escape for the present; 
but the force I have in the field is sufficient to pursue and reduce him.” Here I am made to deprive you 
and the country of a great imaginary victory. I say imaginary, for I am inclined to think that you are 
on this occasion a little too sanguine in your calculations. But the true answer is this: who gave you 
authority to roam at pleasure through the Creek nation at the head of the Alabamians and a body of 
friendly Indians, without giving notice to, and without concert with, the Georgians and regulars brought 
to this frontier for the same war, and at an enormous expense to the government ? Besides, from the 
position occupied by you, you are forced to operate down the country, instead of getting below the enemy 
and operating up. This precisely inverts what you know to be my plan of campaign; a plan fully 
developed in conversation with you, and to which you did not in the least object, although you were 
invited to discuss it freely. 

Whilst writing the above, I received your letter of this date written at Fort Mitchell. You charge 
me with harshness. I have certainly in previous letters complained heavily of you, as in the beginning 
of this, and have in every instance, I think, given the grounds of those complaints. The facts stated by 
me I think bear the construction that I have placed upon them; and I have infinitely regretted the 
existence of those facts. 

You are mistaken in supposing that I upbraided you for asking for small supplies of rations and 
forage for your troops I regretted the scarcity of our resources in such supplies, and apprehended a 
scarcity bordering on starvation for a few days. Fortunately, eighty thousand rations have arrived at 
Fort Mitchell, and about twenty thousand here, which yesterday were not expected earlier than the 22d 
instant, perhaps the 23d instant; and I am confident when here, that we both, by calculation, did not 
expect anything from New Orleans before the 21st or 22d. I am rejoiced as much on your account as 
my own that we both have an abundant supply of rations for the present, and we know that one hundred 
and fifty thousand more will soon follow. I have ordered twelve thousand to be landed from the steam- 
boat at Fort Mitchell, intending to distribute the remainder of that cargo among the posts below, for the 
benefit of all the troops in the field, equally. | 

General, in haste, I have not intended to say anything to injure you. I have shown in strong terms 
the construction I had a right to place upon your acts and letters. This I know may appear harsh. But 
on the other hand, allow me to say that I have the greatest and an undiminished confidence in your honor, 
your intelligence, gallantry, and capacity for war. You use the word friendship. I have cherished for 
you, for more than twenty-two years, a warm and sincere affection which I would not part with on any 
consideration. It has been a little shaken since I saw you; but one expression of your letter goes far to 
recall it. I think you have not been attentive to my plans and instructions. In this I certainly think 
that you have erred, and also in your failure to report fully to me. Throwing for a moment seniority 
aside, | ask it of your ancient connexion with me to be more careful in those particulars in future. It 
will give me sincere delight to put down this war with you, and to give you all the fame which I know 
you are so capable of winning. 

I presume that you have approached a little nearer to Fort Mitchell, for the convenience of obtaining 
supplies. Some corn has been sent thither for your use, and I understand eight hundred or a thousand 
bushels may be had at a plantation below. 

I shall not detain you in a state of inactivity many days. The arms and some ammunition must 
reach this place to-morrow, and the troops will march down on the Georgia side to place themselves below 
the enemy on the 22d. I think we shall cross the river about the mouth of the Cow-ag-gee. It is said 
there are no Indians below. I wish you could come into line with me there ; but as that cannot well be 
without crossing you over to the Georgia side and thence recrossing the river, I shall wish you to act 
downwards as soon as the Georgians are in position to march in the opposite direction. More particular 
instructions you will receive from me on this point in a day or two. In the meantime, I wish you to send 
a force to the foot of the Uchee shoals, which I understand is just about a mile above the creek of the 
same name, in order to construct at that place a shed, closed at the ends and sides, capable of receiving 
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and sheltering (say) one hundred thousand rations, with about five thousand bushels of corn. The 
lumber, (boards and scantling,) as also nails, shall be shipped from this place to-morrow or the next day. 
The number of men to be sent for this purpose, and to remain as a guard, you will please designate, 
Axes, spades, saws, and hammers shall also be sent to tue spot by Tuesday evening. <A_field-work of 
slight construction will no doubt be necessary for the guard ; and you will give instructions accordingly, 
I shall have to leave not less than fifteen hundred Georgians to guard the left bank of this river. The 
Alabamians must protect the depot at the foot of the Uchee shoals. 

You shall hear from me again, probably to-morrow. Let ine have a report from you on the above 
subjects, and suggestions as many as you please. 

With renewed regard, | remain, with great respect, your most obedient servant, 
WINFIELD SCOTT. 
Major General T. 8. Jesup, Commanding Division Army of the South. 


Hrangvarrers Army or THE Sovutn, Columbus, Georgia, June 21, 1886. 


Sir: In my letter to you of the 19th, I requested that you would send a detachment to the foot of the 
Uchee shoals for the purposes then stated. J have since heard that there is another difficulty in the river, 
just above Fort Twiges, called the Belton Rock, nearly as bad as the Uchee shoals. Ihave, therefore, after 
consulting the best pilots belonging to the river, determined to make the establishment for the shelter and 
safety of army supplies, including a picket-work for the defence of the detachment, at Bryant’s Landing, 
nearly or quite opposite to Fort Twiggs. To this point, then, I have to request that you will direct the 
detachment for the purposes mentioned in my letter of the 19th instant; but as it is a few miles nearer 
to the supposed great body of the Lower Creeks, I suggest the propriety of increasing the strength of the 
detachment. The lumber (boards and scantling) for the shed for provisions and other stores, together 
with nails and the proper tools, will all be despatched in a steamboat this morning. The boat will lie at 
Fort Twiggs until the detachment appears on the opposite side. 


Son Ly 
OO 


A thousand muskets will be distributed to the-Georgia line this morning, when the whole will march 
for Roanoke, and a point below. The accoutrements for those muskets, and the five hundred rifles for the 
unarmed horse, cannot be here from the Ockmulgee till to-morrow. I propose to send them after the 
troops ina steamboat. Perhaps a battalion of horse will prefer to remain and receive their rifles here; 
and in that case I shall personally march with the battalion, at the latest, the day after to-morrow. 

I shall cross the Georgians, &c., into Alabama be/ow the Indians—say in the vicinity of the mouth of 
the Cowikee. Major Pierce marched down the river yesterday with four companies of regulars. Major 
Lomax will follow to-day with alike battalion. I have pushed those troops below, as it is feared that 
your movements have quickened the desire of the enemy to escape across the river towards Florida. I 
have determined to keep the whole of the regulars in a brigade together, under the command of Brigadier 
General Fenwick. . When you come into line with me, that brigade may make a part of your command, 

About one hundred friendly Indians will march with the Georgia line, under Paddy Carr. I have felt 
some hesitation abont the employment of these friendly Indians. 

I shall write to you again respecting your movements. In haste. 

I remain, with great respect and esteem, your obedient servant, 
WINFIELD SCOTT. 
Major General Jesvr, U. S. A., Commanding 2d Division Army of the South. 


No. 214. 
[Private.] 
Forr Mrrcnrn., Alabama, June 20, 1836, 


Dear Sir: We have the Florida scenes enacted over again. This war ought to have been ended a 
week ago. IT commenced operations on the Alabama side, and have succeeded in tranquillizing the whole 
frontier. One principal hostile chief, Enea Mico, came in, with many of his people, to a camp which I 
had formed for the purpose of feeding the starving Indians preparatory to their removal. Another, 
Enea Mathla, is a prisoner in my camp; and I was in full march, with a force sufficient to have terminated 
the war in five days, when my progress was arrested by an order from General Scott. Ie has censured 
me in the most’ unmeasured and unwarrantable manner; and I shall be compelled to have the whole 
subject of this campaign investigated. There was force sufficient at Tuskegee, Columbus, and this place, 
one week after our arrival, to have put an end to this war, if it had been properly used; but it was thought 
necessary to adopt a splendid plan of campaign upon paper, and make everything bend to it. To have 
waited the developments of that plan would have left nothing to defend—bloodshed and conflagration 
would have pervaded entire counties of Alabama. If not arrested by General Scott, I shall apply to be 
relieved; for I disapprove entirely the course he has thought proper to pursue, and believe that his delay 
has been destructive of the best interests of the country. 

Let the President see this letter; he, Iam sure, will approve the promptness with which I have acted, 
when he shall be sensible that I have, by the movement I have made, tranquillized the whole Alabama 
frontier. 

Make my respectfal compliments to Mrs. Blair and your family. 

Yours, most truly, 


THOMAS 8. JESUP. 


Francis P. Buair, Esq., Washington City. 
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[Indorsement.] 


[Referred to the Secretary of War, that he forthwith order General Scott to this place, in order that 
an inqniry be had into the unaccountable delay in prosecuting the Creek war, and the failure of the 
campaigns in Florida. Let General Jesup assume the command. 

A. J.] 


No. 215. 


Hrapquarters Arvy or THE Soutu, Columbus, Georgia, June 23, 1836. 

Sir: I set out in a few minutes to overtake Major General Sanford, of this State, who marched down 
on the left bank of the river yesterday with a part of his division, A thousand muskets were distributed 
among his troops the day before; but the accoutremeuts and rifles coming from Hawkinsville wiil not be 
here in two or three days to come. Major General Irwin’s letter to Brigadier General Wilcox, alluded to 
in my last communication, put the people towards Hawkinsville in such alarm that the conductor of the 
wagon train took a panic and turned off the direct road, by which two or three days have been lost. I 
have sent an agent to force the train to this place. 

The rifles and musket accoutrements, with many other essential articles expected by that train, will 
follow in a steamboat; that is, the rifles remaining after arming a battalion of mounted men left here to 
receive them. Besides this battalion, Major General Sanford has with him about one hundred and sixty 
unarmed men. 

The enemy, I have every reason to believe, is embodied, and principally between the Hatchychubby 
and the Cowaggee creeks. I shall cross the troops below the latter. 

We are confident (the goveruor and myself) that no Indians have yet escaped across the Chatta- 
hoochee towards Florida. By an intelligent negro, who got off from them two or three days ago, we know, 
however, that the approach of Major General Jesup from above has induced them to make many endeavors 
to get across with their families. They approached the river, and prepared canves, (most of which our 
steamboats have destroyed, ) but found the guards on this side too strong to risk a passage and an escape. 
I speak of the more desperate of the lower bands. 

Colonel Henderson has just arrived with the first detachment of the United States marines. 

You must pardon ine for not sending a return of the troops, particularly of the volunteers and drafts. 
There are about six hundred above this, guarding the passes across the river, and about eight hundred or 
a thousand were in positions below, before the march of Major General Sanford. The enclosed is an 
imperfect return, showing the force he had remaining with him; of which the wrarmed mounted battalion 
left here to receive rifles makes part. I will endeavor to have something in the manner of a general 
return for you in a few days, for it has only been within a few days that I have had an organized staff. 
Major Ansart is yet in the rear. 

I send with this copies of several letters from Major General Jesup to me, and of my replies. 
no doubt that we shall, in future, act together with the best feelings towards each other, and in perfect 
harmony. In haste. 

I remain, with great respect, your most obedient servant, 


I have 


WINFIELD SCOTT. 


Brigadier General Jones, Adjutant General U.S. Army. 


No. 216. 


Heapqvarters, Camp Hatchychubby, June 20, 1836. 

Sir: Ihave the honor to report the operations of this corps of the army from the time I assumed the 
command to the present time. 

I assumed the command of the troops on the Alabama frontier on the 9th instant. 
on my arrival, that the volunteers were utterly averse to be placed under the command of an officer of the 
army, and I determined not to attempt to exercise command over men actuated by such feelings, particu- 
larly as I had no means at my disposal of enforcing an order, if given. By the active and patriotic exer- 
tions of Governor Clay and Major General Patterson all feeling subsided, and I entered upon my duties, 
apparently with the best feelings of both officers and men in my favor. 

I found, when I assumed the command, the frontier in a blaze, and so great a panic prevailing that 
the entire abandonment of the country was apprehended. By the aid of Governor Clay, who had arrived 
at Tuskegee on the 8th, I succeeded in preparing the army for the field in the best manner the resources 
at my command would admit. To quict the frontier and to induce the inhabitants to remain at their 
homes, I took measures to ascertain the dispositions of the Indians, and to employ a portion of them in 
service. I authorized Colonel Hogan to bring Opoth-le-yo-holo, the chief of the Upper Creeks, into service, 
with as many of his warriors as possible. I also authorized General Woodward to employ as many 
warriors as he could raise. He soon engaged about two hundred, and Opoth-le-yo-holo promised to raise 
five hundred. 

On the 10th instant I received information that about a hundred Indians had come in from Enea 
Mico’s camp. ‘They professed to be friendly, and desired to join me in the field. Thirty-nine of them were 
I refused to permit them to join me, and required the chiefs to disarm them, which was imme- 


I was informed, 


armed. 


diately done. 
In consequence of information from Pike county of several murders and conflagrations by the Indians, 


and of the danger of the inhabitants abandoning the country, I considered it my duty to put the troops 
. . ° . . oa 4 7 2 a 
under my command in motion, for the purpose of taking a position at Long’s, on the road to Fort Mitchel 
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where T was told a large supply of forage was to be found. T was also told that it was on the direct route 
to Iriwnton. My objects in taking this position were, Ist, 4 give protection to the citizens of Pike 

2d, to hold the hostile chief Enea Mico in check; and 3d, to collect the forage said to remain 
in the country. The first two objects were completely attained: the latter but partially, the Indians 
having removed or destroyed a large portion of the corn. On arriving at Long’s, I ascertained that there 
were two roads to Irwinton, and that [had passed that which I inte nded to take (and which I had been 
assured passed Long’s) about nine or ten miles. Finding no forage, | was compelled to proceed or fall 
back. The latter would have been fatal. After due reflection, I determined to proceed, as the best of 
elieving that I could reach Irwinton before you would be ready to operate, and could receive 
The road was so intoler: ably bad that Twas not able to move more 


your final instructions on my way. 
than from nine to fourteen miles a day; and in consequence of not finding a fort at Long’s, as I had been 
assured I should, and where I had intended to leave the baggage-wagons, I was compelled to take them 


on. I risked wobliing by my movement, as I was in sufficient foree to beat any body of Indians in the 
Creek country. [ was on the shortest route to Irwinton, and so near the enemy as to compel them to 
remain embodied where the y were numerous, and to disperse where they were weak. The effect of the 
movement has been to put an end to all murders and conflagrations, and tr: anguillize completely the whole 


county; 


two evils, | 


frontier of Alabama. 
I received your letter of the 16th on the 17th, being then on the Irwinton road, a southwesterly 


direction from Fort Mitchell I proceeded the next day; and on arriv ing in the vic inity ‘of Enea Mathla’s 
camp I obtained upwards of a hundred head of cattle and a small supply of corn. In the camp, which 
had been but recently deserted, I received your letter of the 17th. I hastened to Fort Mitchell to meet 
you, but you had returned to Columbus. I found the advance of the supplies which I had required to be 
sent from New Orleans at Fort Mitchell. 

On my return to camp I found General Patterson had left early in the morning, with the Indian 
warriors and mounted men, to make a reconnoissance of the country in advance. He returned in the 
evening, the Indians having made between thirty and forty prisoners, including negroes. 

I am now encamped about twenty-two miles from Irwinton and cighteen southwest of Fort Mitchell. 
The hostile Indians have dispersed, and, by the advice of the principal friendly chiefs, I have sent runners 
into their camps to endeavor to induce part of them to come in. I sent the prisoners taken yesterday to 
Fort Mitchell. Among them is a chief, Kia Mothola, of some importance in his tribe. 

The impossibility of obtaining supplies on the Alabama side of the Creek country in sufficient quantity 
to supply the army has induced me to direct Major Brandt to cause the forage and subsistence collected 
at Natchitoches for General Gaines’s command to be sent to Montgomery or Columbus. There is a large 
supply of both, and it is feared a sufficient quantity for our purposes cannot be obtained short of that 
place. Iam, through Lieutenants Chambers and Barry and Major Brandt, making every eflort to form a 
depot of forage and subsistence at Tuskegee; but I have little hope of succeeding. The Apalachicola 
and Chattahoochee are the only routes through which we can calculate with certainty on receiving supplies, 

I was not aware until yesterday that a letter which I wrote to you on the 9th instant had not been 
sent to you. It was accidentally put up with a bundle of papers, and I found it only yesterday morning. 
And from no notice having been taken of my letter of the 12th, I fear it has not been received. It was 
sent by a runner. I enclose a copy of 1 

Two negroes have just come into camp, who report that the Indians broke up in great consternation 
yesterday, and are on their way to Florida. Had T not been halted, I would have given you a good account 
of them. 

As I was placed on this service by the express order of the President, I shall apply to him to be 


relieved, and shall demand a court of inquiry. 


I shall await your orders here as to the disposition of the force under my command, Neither volunteers 


nor Indians can be longer restrained. 
I have the honor to be, sir, your obedient servant, 


THOMAS S. JESUP, Major General. 


Major General W. Scorr, Commandiny the Southern Army, Columbus, Georgia. 





Piped Life 


Seconp Army Corps Soutnern Army, Tuskegee, June 12, 1836. 


to take a position at Long’s, on the road to Fort 
From the best informa- 


[[aApQuaRTERS 


Sir: I shall move forward this morning, in order 
Mitchell, where I shall be able to communicate readily with Major General Moore. 
tion I can obtain, I shall then be within twenty-two miles of Fort Mitchell. 

A force of several hundred men, I accidentally learned, are assembled in Pike county, at Watson’s, on 
the Pensacola and Columbus road; they are within two miles of the position I shall occupy. And I yester- 
day sent a despatch to Brigadier General Moore, directing him, if not otherwise ordered, to take a position 
in advance of Irwinton, where he m: vy join me by a single march, 

Opoth-le-yo-holo will join me on the 16th instant, with from five to twelve hundred friendly Indian 
warriors. With that Indian force united to the regular and militia force, the war, I should think, may be 
brought to a close in ten or fifteen days. If, however, the hostile force should be larger than we apprehend, 
our united force will be sufficient to beat (them) in a month; and, for my part, I should prefer fighting 
them here than on the western frontier, where, no matter whether they go off peaceably or are removed 
by force, we shall have to meet and fight them in less than twelve months. 

I would be glad to have a few regular troops. If two companies can be spared, I desire that they 


join me as soon as practicable. 
I have the honor to be, sir, your obedient servant, 
THOMAS 8. JESUP, Major General. 


Major General W. Scorr, Commanding the Southern Army. 
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No. 218. 


Hrapquarters Army OF THE Sovutu, Columbus, Georgia, June 21, 1836. 

Sm: I have received, by the hands of your aide-de-camp, Lieutenant Lane, your letter of yesterday, 
and a copy of one of the 12th instant, the original of which has not reached me. ; 

The letter of the 20th is an excellent military report of your operations. I regret the conclusion. 
I should be sorry to lose your services in the campaign. T am truly of opinion that your assistance 
cannot fail to be valuable. 

I have no objection to your asking for a court of inquiry, or pursuing any other mode of redress 
against what you may esteem an injury at my hands. I do not think I have injured you. If I could be 
convinced of the contrary, there is no atonement, public or private, which I should not be ready to make. 

I send you a copy of my Order No. 15. It, of course, excuses your command from the establishment 
of the place of depot at Bryant’s Landing, opposite to Fort Twiggs. This is done upon representations 
made to me by your aide-de-camp, and from a desire to prevent misconceptions on the part of the Alaba- 
mians. The duty I shall probably assign to the detachment of marines, which is the next body of 
regulars expected at this place. 

I remain, sir, your most obedient servant, 
WINFIELD SCOTT. 

Major General T. S. Jesup, Commanding, éc. 


P. S.—I have just learned that the rifles, accoutrements, &c., expected to-morrow from Iawkinsville, 
cannot arrive here before the 24th instant, the conductor of the train of wagons having heard a ridiculous 
report of there being Indians in the interior of Georgia, and thereupon changing his route, which will 
cause a loss of two days. I shall, the day after to-morrow, follow the armed troops, and leave here a 


body of unarmed horse to receive the rifles. 
W. S. 





No, 219. 


Heapqvarters Army OF THE Sovutu, Columbus, Georgia., June 23, 1836. 

Sir: I have this moment received your letter of this date. There is an expression in it that gives 
me great delight. I already feel the return of all my ancient affection for you. As to my confidence in 
your high honor, intelligence, and capacity for war, nothing has ever shaken that. 

You must this morning have received my letter of yesterday, and also my Order No. 15. 

I am sorry to learn that you are a little indisposed. I trust not seriously so. If well enough, I wish 
you to conduct the march of the Alabamians and friendly Indians, indicated in Order No, 15. 

By what route are the Tennesseeans approaching? I did not know until the arrival of your aide-de- 
camp that they were in march. If I knew where an order could find the commander I would send 
instructions to him. When will he arrive in this neighborhood? Please, if you know his named route, 
send him instructions to march upon the depot about to be established by the marines for the army 
opposite to Fort Twiggs, that is to say, on the right bank of this river, at the place called Bryant’s 
Landing. 

I shall pass by Fort Mitchell, on this side of the river, between the lours of 11 and 2 o’clock 
to-morrow. I will not ask you to wait for me; but should you still be there, it would give me great 
pleasure to see you at the ferry for a few moments. I shall be in a great hurry. If you happen to be 
too much indisposed to come to the river, send me word, and I will try to cross over to you. 


In haste. Very truly, yours, 
WINFIELD SCOTT. 


Major General T. 8. Jesup, U. S. A., Commanding, &c. 


No. 220. 


Heanquarters, Port Mitchell, June 22, 1836. 


Sir: I arrived here yesterday, on my way to your headquarters, but was so ill with a severe attack 
of gravel that I could go no further, and I was in so much agony that I could not write. I, however, 
desired my aide-de-camp, Lieutenant Lane, to state to you the difficulties existing in my camp—difficulties 
which I fear will be attended with serious consequences. 

I have despatched an express to Colonel Hogan, who commands the Indians, directing him to make 
such a disposition of the warriors under his command as to secure the frontier above from the depreda- 
tions of the hostile Indians who may fly before us; and I have required Opoth Yoholo to disarm all who 
left my camp contrary to his orders. I have also required him to disarm and send to this place the son- 
in-law of Enea Mathla, the leading hostile chief. 

My report, which Lieutenant Lane was directed to hand to you, was prepared previously to the 
reception of your last two letters; had those letters been received the last paragraph of the report would 
have been modified. 

I desire to be permitted to place Major Gencral Patterson in the immediate command of his own 
division, at least so soon as Brigadier General Moore shall come into line. The effect on the service will 
be beneficial; he is a man every way to be relied on. The regular troops, the marines, the Indian 
warriors, and the Tennessee volunteers now on their march, will form a large division. If you will allow 
them to form my division, I will cheerfully go on to the close of the campaign, and afford you every 
support in my power. General Patterson will not continue in his present situation, nor would I if I were 
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in his place. Tle is a plain, sensible man, of great energy of character, and excellent military notions, 
He served with much reputation under General Jackson in the Creek war. [ have no personal objects in 
view; my only desire is to serve the country in the best manner possible; and if the arrangement which 
I propose cannot be made, it would be better for the service that I should retire than that General 
Patterson should. 

I am not able to ride on horseback this morning, but hope to be able to join the troops in the after- 
noon. I sent by express your last letter to General Patterson, with orders to perform the service required, 

I have the honor to be, general, your obedient servant, 


THOMAS S. JESUP, Major General. 


Major General Scorr, Commanding the Southern Army, Columbus, Georgia. 


No? 221. 


Ieapquarters Army oF THE Sovtu, Fort Mitchell, June 23, 1836. 

Sir: By another letter of this date you will perceive that IT have been stopped at this place, as well 
to confer freely with Major General Jesup as by the interesting occurrences of the last forty-eight hours, 

Permit me to say, though in a public letter, that my friend, General Jesup, has, by fuller explana- 
tions, perfectly satisfied me that he moved from Tuskegee and operated in this direction upon what he 
deemed an imperious necessity, and, although [do not yet altogether concur with him in that conviction, 
I am satisfied that it was too strong upon him to have been resisted. 

Indeed, if I had received his letter of the 9th instant, which, by accident, was never sent, or his letter 
of the 12th, which, by accident again, came to hand (a copy) on the 21st, no unkind remark on his cor- 
respondence or operations would probably have been made by me. 

For the above reasons, I earnestly request the permission of the Secretary of War to return any and 
every letter of mine to the adjutant general, with the copies of General Jesup’s letters to me, which were 
enclosed, containing any animadversion whatever on the correspondence or operations of that distin- 
guished officer and commander, so that, as we are again friends, no trace may remain on record that we 
ever had the slightest misunderstanding with each other, I trust that the Secretary will allow you to 
oblige me in this request, which is now equally the wish of Major General Jesup. 

I am now further persuaded that, whether his operations were strictly in conformity with my plans 
or not, very favorable results have followed those operations. 

I remain, with great respect, your most obedient servant, 
WINFIELD SCOTT. 


Brigadier General Jonrs, Adjutant General United States Army. 


No, 222. 
HikapguartTers Army or THE Sovri, Columbus, Georgia, June 17, 1836. 


Sir: Ido myself the honor to enclose herewith a copy of an order that I despatched the day of its 
date to Lieutenant Colonel Foster at Baton Rouge. 

It no doubt will be interesting to you to learn the preparations made and making to put down the 
hostile Creek Indians, who are variously estimated at from 3,000 to 5,000 warriors. 

Nearly the whole Georgia qnota of volunteers and drafted men are already assembled on this river; 
but, unfortunately, of the 3,600 men we have not as yet been able to arm and equip quite one-half. Mus- 
kets and rifles for the remainder are approaching in wagons and by water, together with accoutrements, 
but cannot be here before the 21st instant. 

Nearly all the companies that lave been armed have been despatched to the lower counties on this 
side of the river, to prevent the hostile Indians from escaping into Florida, Still the force sent in that 
direction has not been half as large as I could have wished. We have retained here but 400 armed men, 
with about 19,000 unarmed. I have, however, the consolation of believing that not a single party of the 
enemy has crossed the river for Florida. 

My second object in pushing troops, as fast as armed, below, is to commence operations from a point 
at Icast as low as Irwinton, intending them to drive the enemy up the country, taking care not to leave 
a considerable body, not even a party of twenty or ten behind me. As I advance up the country, and 
clear the river, it is my intention to call over a portion of the troops posted as guards on this side to join 
in the pursuit. This plan of operations I have now good reasons to hope I shall be able to command by 
the 23d instant, having engaged four steamboats to aid in circulating the troops and supplies, and having 
provided myself with flats for a prompt passage of the river wherever I may find necessary. 

Six companies of regulars have already arrived from the north, and eight more with a detachment of 
United States marines, about 450 strong, may be expected in a few days, but all cannot be up before the 
commencement of active actions. 

Of the force of Alabama assembled below and on the other side of the Creck country I have no offi- 
cial or accurate information. Ihave sent Major General Jesup, of the United States army, to Governor 
Clay, who was recently at Tuskegee, 43 miles only west of this place, to muster into service the Alaba- 
mians, and to take upon himself, under my orders, the direction of the war in that quarter; but I cannot 
Jearn that the Alabamians have consented to come under the laws and authority of the United States. I 
only know that there was some difficulty on this point up to the 8th instant, and I have no later intelli- 
gence from Major General Jesup. As to Governor Clay, he has not answered the letter from Governor 
Schley, who is here, nor condescended to acknowledge two letters from me of the same date, (May 31st, ) 
in which we requested that no offensive movement should be made on that side until the Georgians and 
the United States troops should be ready to co-operate. In the meantime, it is known that Brigadier 
General Moore, of Alabama, with about 1,000 men, has moved from Irwinton upon the enemy; and it is 
reported that the remainder of the forces of the same State have, within a few days, commenced offensive 
operations. I have ordered Major General Jesup, if in command, to stop those movements till the 23d, 
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and have requested Brigadier General Moore, who is presumed not to be mustered into the service of the 
United States, to desist from his premature and isolated operations. The latter, however, I have since 
heard, has been stopped by other causes at about fifteen miles above Irwinton. This is all the informa- 
tion I have at present the power to give your excellency. The expresses of Major General Jesup, since 
the 8th instant, have probably been cut off by the enemy. Our supplies of subsistence in a few days will 
be ample. 

For your operations in Florida it is probable that you may look for reinforcements from this quarter 
after the termination of the Creek war. Tam sorry to inform you that not a Georgian will consent to 
march in that direction. Before I had received an intimation that reinforcements would be expected in 
Florida, many companies refused to be mustered into service till the governor assured them that, as the 
whole quota of Georgia was expressly called into service for the Creek war, they could not be sent into 
Florida, unless the Creeks fled in that direction. 

I shall be happy, as leisure may offer, to keep you advised of every event in this quarter that may 
be interesting to your excellency. 

Ihave the honor to remain, with great respect, your excellency’s most obedient servant, 
WINFIELD SCOTT. 


His Excelleney R. K. Carn, Governor of Florida. 


WY 9992 
iNO. PALEY 


Hfrapquarters Army oF THE Sovru, Columbus, Georgia, June 20, 1836. 


Sir: It is probable that the 100,000 rations shipped from Georgetown, District of Columbia, to Darien, 
to be accompanied thence by an agent to Macon, may now be beyond your control, that is, already beyond 
Darien. They can hardly be wanted here, as I had previously caused about 100,090 rations from Savan- 
nah to take the same route, and about 70,000 have just arrived from New Orleans, to be followed by 
180,000 more. Still, if the 100,000 rations have passed Darien, they must come to Macon or Hawkins- 
ville below, and I may have oceasion for them in whole or in part; but General Gibson, in his letter to 
me of the 7th, mentions another 100,000 rations, shipped from New York to Charleston, which he presumes 
will take the same route. These I wish stopped. The waters of the Altamaha and Ockmulgee are falling 
rapidly, and the expense of transporting from Hawkinsville to this place (110 miles) very great. Besides 
the 250,000 rations arrived and expected from New Orleans on this river, a large number has been ordered 
to Montgomery, on the other side of the Creek country. 

With respect, your most obedient servant, 


WINFIELD SCOTT. 


This letter is written in triplicate to Lieutenants L’Engle, Dimmock, and Mackay. W.S. 
e ’ . 


No. 224. 


HAWKINSVILLE, Georgia, June 22, 1836. 

Sm: I have the honor to inform you that the steamboat Comet arrived the day before yesterday, 
having in tow a boat partly loaded with United States stores. 

The remainder of the howitzer carriage has arrived, and the gun, together with ammunition and 
quartermaster’s stores, provisions, &c. 

Enclosed you will receive a list of what I have put in four wagons here now. This evening I expect 
wagons enough to make up a train of nine and a team for the howitzer; so all will be able to start by 
evening, or at furthest next morning. 

I will forward by this train all the ammunition, hospital stores, the most important of the quarter- 
master’s stores, and some clothing. 

Seventeen wagons are expected in a day or two from Augusta; and the teamsters, arrived last night, 
state that nine wagons are on their way from Columbus. A few more can be obtained in this vicinity. 

I have the honor to be, sir, very respectfully, your ubedient servant, 
S. P. HEINTZELMAN, Lieutenant and Acting Assistant Quartermaster. 


Major E. Kirsy, Paymaster and Acting Assistant Adjutant General, Army of the South, Columbus, Ga. 


List of stores turned over for transportation to Columbus, Georgia, by Lieutenant Heintzelman, United States 
army, viz: 

16 boxes musket-ball and buckshot cartridges, 2,160 each ; 2 boxes buckshot cartridges, 1,680 each ; 
8 kegs cartridges, (musket-vall and buckshot,) 900 each ; 1 box rifle cartridges, 1,100 to 1,200; 1 cask, 
(supposed to be ordnance stores ;) 2 boxes, (supposed to be ordnance stores ;) 3 boxes howitzer canister 
shot, 10 each; 5 kegs howitzer cartridges, 45 each; 1 box artiliery equipments ; 1 box fuzes; 1 box 
laboratory tools ; 3 boxes small arms ; 4 boxes hospital stores ; 74 boxes felling axes; 3 boxes broad- 
axes ; 835 common tents ; 21 wall tents ; 13 flies for wall tents ; 5 boxes camp-kettles ; 1 24-pounder 
howitzer, with implements. 

S. P. HEINTZELMAN, Lieutenant and Acting Assistant Quartermaster. 
HawkinsvinuF, Georgia, June 21, 1836. 


P. S.—In addition to the above are 100 howitzers, 6 boxes howitzer canister shot, &c. I have no 
. . q 
invoice of the ordnance stores. SF. em 
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No. 225. 
War Department, June 20, 1836. 

Sir: Your letter of the 12th instant to the adjutant general has been laid before the President. 

Iam instructed by the President to inform you that he cannot but hope that the well-known patriotism 
of the governor and citizens of Alabama will prevent a resort to so dangerous a measure as that of with- 
holding the militia from the service of the United States during a period of open hostilities, and when it 
has become essentially necessary for the protection of the frontiers that the general government should 
take the direction of the operations necessary to reduce the hostile Creek Indians. 

Should, however, the President be disappointed in his Just expectations, and should the militia of the 
State of Alabama not have been mustered into the service of the United States agreeably to the requisi- 
tion of the department, you will immediately stop all expenditures and supplies of every kind whatever, 
on the part of the United States, for such militia; and you will, without delay, give instructions to this 
effect to the disbursing and issuing officers of the United States in that quarter. 

Should this course become necessary, you will be pleased to conmunicate a copy of these instructions 
to the governor of Alabama. 

Very respectfully, &c., 
LEWIS CASS. 
Major General Scorr, Fort Mitchell, Alabama. 


War Department, June 20, 1836. 


Sir: I presume Major General Jesup communicated to you a copy of my letter to him of the 25th 
ultimo. Lest, however, he should not have done this, a copy of it is herewith enclosed. 
3y a letter just received from Governor Cannon, it appears that the western brigade of mounted men 
will rendezvous at Fayetteville on the Ist of July. They will be armed and equipped from the State 
arsenal, and will proceed, I presume, without delay, to report themselves to you. 

srigadicr General Clinch has resigned his commission in the army, and, by direction of the President, 
the command of the regular forces and militia serving in Florida has been assigned to Governor Call. It 
was hoped that a body of volunteers, under the recent act of Congress, might have been raised in that 
Territory; and Governor Call was requested to raise a brigade amounting to one thousand men. I am 
apprehensive, however, by information received from him, that he will not be able to raise this force. In 
that event, it will be absolutely necessary that some other aid should be afforded for the defence of Florida; 
and as it appears in your letter of the 12th instant to the adjutant general that there is no probability that 
any portion of the Georgia or Alabama troops will consent to serve in Florida, resort must be had to the 
West Tennessee brigade. You will please to direct at least one thousand of them to proceed without 
delay and report themselves to Governor Call. If necessary, you will cause them to be met on the road 
with this information, in order that they may be able to take the nearest route to their destination. I will 
thank you to communicate freely with Governor Call on the subject of your own operations and his. Should 
you find, however, by communicating with Governor Call, that he has succeeded in raising such a force as 
he deems adequate to the defence of the Territory, you will then stop the Western Tennessee troops, and 
employ them as you deem proper, or cause them to be discharged. 

I have to request that one or more of the steamboats authorized to be employed may be placed under 
the direction of Governor Call, so as to ply in the waters of Florida, if you can spare them. I presume that, 
as scon as those expected from New Orleans arrive, you will be able to detach some of them to his aid, 


Very respectfully, 
LEWIS CASS. 


Major General Scort, Fort Jfitchell, Alabama. 





No. 227. 
. War Department, June 24, 1836. 

Sir: I have received your letter of the 14th instant; and I received some time since your letter of the 
30th of April to the adjutant general, suggesting the adoption of such measures as have occurred to you 
preparatory to operations against the Seminole Indians in the autumn. 

As Governor Call has been allowed, upon his suggestion, to conduct an expedition against the Indians 
during the summer, it would not be proper for this department to carry into effect any arrangements 
looking to a campaign in the fall until it is ascertained that the state of things will require that measure. 
The whole matter has, therefore, been committed to Governor Call, with full authority to make such prepara- 
tions as may be necessary for a vigorous prosecution of operations against the Indians in the autumn the 
moment he finds that such a course will be required. 

I shall state to the proper committee the difficulties that are now experienced in the enlistment of 
men, in the hope that some arrangements will be adopted to obviate them. 

Very respectfully, &c., 
LEWIS CASS. 


Major General Scorr, Columbus, Georgia. 


No. 228. 
Hrapnquarters, mouth of the Cowaggee, South Alabama Brigade, June 25, 1836. 


Sir: I received your communication, dated Roanoke, June 25, 1836, in which you express some doubts 
as to the position I hold in the service. In answer, I have to inform you that I was ordered into service 
by the governor of Alabama, and blank rolls furnished by his excellency to have the troops enrolled into 
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the service of the United States; which rolls have been filled agreeably to orders. I was instructed at 
the same time to obey the orders of Major General Patterson or General Jesup, and that General Winfield 
Scott would give general direction to the war. I have received orders from both Generals Patterson 
and Jesup, with discretionary power; all of which I have endeavored to comply with. <A return of 
strength and condition has been made to the governor, to General Patterson, and General Jesup. I was 
furnished with arms, to a certain extent, from the arsenal at Mount Vernon, Alabama. The strength of 
my command at this time is about 1,500 privates, of which 600 are mounted infantry. Since my arrival 
at Irwinton I have occupied a point, with a detachment, on the frontier of Pike county; a detachment at 
Irwinton; with the main body of my force I have occupied different positions, viz: Irwinton; Cowaggee 
fort, 12 miles from the river; Fort Barbour, 15 miles from Irwinton; and have visited High Log town; 
burnt sixty or seventy houses at that place; passed over the south, middle, and north branches of the 
Cowaggee; encamped twenty-four hours on the Hatchychubby—there was sign of the Indians having 
made a precipitate retreat from their hsoues. Iam now at the mouth of the Cowaggee, and have just 
learned from a party of my scouts that a part of your army is at present in position on the upper side of 
the creek, about two miles distant. I send this letter to the commanding officer of the detachment, with 
a request that he will forward it immediately to you. I will again remark that I have visited High Log 
town, burnt the houses, and scoured the creek (Hatchychubby) for eight or ten miles up and down; 
crossed all the branches of the Cowaggee, and entered their forks. Few Indians were seen. My advance 
guard fired upon some on the north prong of the Cowaggee. A detachment of my troops arrested and 
made prisoners of 300 Eufaula Indians, 200 of whom were warriors, and 5 chiefs—Elky-hago, Hartis- 
micco, Tustinuggee-hago, &c. Among them were the two Indians who were identified as the murderers 
of the Watsons, in Pike county. These Indians were delivered over to Walker, by the order of General 
Jesup. I think it would be nothing but right that the Indians thus identified should be delivered up to 
the civil authorities of Pike county. 
Your most obedient servant, 





JOHN W. MOORE, Brig. Gen., Com’g Alabama Volunteers. 


Major General Wixrie.p Scorr, Commanding Army of the South. 





No. 229. 
ORDERS No. 8. 


I[rapquarrers Army or tHE Soutu, Columbus, Georgia, June 16, 1836. 


All the troops of the Georgia line will hold themselves in readiness to take the field the moment the 
arms and ammunition, now daily expected, shall arrive. 

As an indispensable preparation, every mounted officer of every rank, and every mounted man, will 
immediately provide himself with a wallet capable of carrying three days’ supply of corn for his horse. 
Commanding officers will see that this preparation be made at once. 

Ilaversacks are provided for all the volunteers and drafted men, whether mounted or on foot. To 
obtain them, requisitions will be made on the United States quartermaster at this place. Each man will 
be careful to mark his wallet and haversack with his name as soon as they come into his hands. 

The baggage of officers and companies at the commencement of the first march must be reduced to 
the smaliest amount. <All heavy and superfluous articles will be left behind. Troops, to pursue an enemy 
with success, must move lightly; no company, therefore, can be allowed to take into the enemy’s country 
more than four tents for officers and men. Commanders of every rank will look strictly to the due exe- 
cution of this order, or the army will be rendered utterly incapable of active movements by the over- 
whelming weight of its baggage train. 

Light camp-kettles and mess pans have been provided for the troops. Cast-iron ovens, skillets, and 
the like, are too heavy to be allowed to go into the wagons, which are principally to be loaded with 
ammunition and subsistence for men. 


WINFIELD SCOTT. 


No. 280. 
ORDERS No. 11. 


Heanquarters Army oF THE Soutu, Columbus, Georgia June 20, 1836. 

Major General Sanford will, as fast as he can arm and equip the troops of his division, put them in 
march by detachments on this side of the Chattahoochee for Roanoke, and a point below, which will be 
given in time. All the regular woops which have already arrived, and which are daily expected, including 
the United States marines, wi!l take the same route without delay. 

The quartermaster will furnish the necessary land transportation for those several detachments, 
including three days’ subsistence in wagons. Besides this provision, every man will commence the march 
with two days’ rations in his haversack; and every mounted officer and mounted man will take corn in his 
wallet sufficient for his horse for two days. 

Major General Sanford will, as soon as practicable, designate two companies, in addition to the three 
now in Columbus, to be left for the defence of this city; and he will designate one other company to pro- 
ceed to Fort Mitchell as a part of the garrison of that place. These companies will all be infantry, and 
not mounted men, They probably will not long be left stationary, but, if practicable, shall have an 


opportunity of participating in the events of the field. 
WINFIELD SCOTT. 








No. 738, 
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No: 231. 
ORDERS No, 138. 
Heapevarters Army or tHE Sovru, Columbus, Georgia, June 20, 1836. 
Colonel A. HW. Kenan, one of the aides of his excellency the governor of Georgia, has been appointed 


the volunteer aide-de-camp of the major general commanding this army. The regular aides of the latter 
are Lieutenant T. J. Lee, of the United States 4th artillery, and Lieutenant W. H. Betts, of the United 


States Ist artillery. 
Major Ansart, of the United States 8d artillery, is appointed to act as inspector general. 
Any orders, whether oral or in writing, which may be communicated by either of those officers in the 

name or by the authority of the commanding gencral, will be obeyed as if they were given by him in 


person or under his own signature. 

Dr. Lawson, the senior surgeon of the United States army, is appointed medical director to this army. 
He will have the general control over all hospitals, and the distribution of duty among the surgeons, 
assistant surgeons, and surgeons’ mates of this army, as well as the distribution among the medical 


officers of medicines and hospital stores. 
WINFIELD SCOTT. 


ORDERS No. 15. 
Hrapgvarters Army oF THE Soutu, Columbus, Georgia, June 21, 1836. 


Major General Scott has received with great satisfaction a report of the zeal, gallantry, and general 
good conduct of the Alabama troops in their march through the enemy’s country upon the waters of the 
Hatchychubby, under the able command of Major General Jesup. 

Major General Jesup will march his forces by the best practicable route down to the country to a 
point a little below the enemy, where, in a very few days, he will come into line with the Georgia volun- 
teers and a brigade of regular troops. This brigade is destined to constitute a part of his command. 

On the union of the forces mentioned, the whole will move up the country in concert against the 
enemy, when it is confidently hoped that no feeling other than a generous rivalry will be entertained by 
the forces of the different States, or between those of a State and the troops of the United States. The 
whole will be engaged in a common cause against &@ common enemy, Whom all must be equally desirous 


to punish and to crush for the innumerable atrocities which that enemy has committed. 
; WINFIELD SCOTT. 


No. 233. 
ORDERS No. 17. 
Hrapquarters ARMY OF THE Sovtu, Columbus, Georgia, June 22, 1836. 

On the arrival of the wagon train from Hawkinsville, Major Alford’s battalion of mounted volunteers 
will receive the number of rifles with flasks necessary to arm it. 

The remainder of the rifles, with their flasks, &c., together with thirteen hundred musket accoutre- 
ments, two hundred camp-kettles, a hospital tent, four wall tents with poles and pins, five thousand rifle 
flints, twelve thousand musket flints, -— kegs of rifle powder, and all the muskets cartridges that can 
be furnished by the ordnance officer here, will be put on board the steamboat Reindeer, and instantly 
despatched to overtake the army at or near Roanoke. 

There will be likewise shipped on board the same boat, which will take two of the new flats in tow, 
one ferry-rope, and as much corn and other essential supplies as will complete her load. The remainder 
of the corn collected here will be shipped in other boats and sent to the same destination. 

The unarmed troops stationed on the river above will be armed out of the next supply of muskets 
and rifles which may arrive at this place. The muskets will be accompanied by accoutrements, and a 
suitable number of cartridges. 


By order of Major General Scott. 
THOMAS J. LEE, Lieutenant and Arde-de-camp. 


No. 234. 
ORDERS No. 27. 


Heapquarters Army oF THE Sout, Columbus, Georgia, July 6, 1836. 
Under orders already given, Major Erving’s battalion of the United States artillery will take up a good 
position (with reference to health, wood, and water) at or near Adams’s or Elliot’s stand, about twelve 
miles from Columbus, and the battalion of United States artillery under the command of Major Whiting 
will occupy a position at or near McClellan’s or Caswell’s, about fourteen miles from Tuskegee. 
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The objects of these positions are to open and hold secure the communication by mail on the great 
post road from Columbus to the west. 

Both battalions will remain under the command of Lieutenant Colonel Brooks, and each will daily 
send out patrols to the distance of some miles, both ways, on the post road. They will take subsistence 
with them as follows: Major Erving’s battalion for eight and Major Whiting’s for ten days. 

Captain Garmany’s company of mounted volunteers will march by the great post road from Columbus 
for Tuskegee on the 8th instant. Each man will take on his horse subsistence and corn for three days. 
On his return march from Tuskegee he will find similar supplies at McClellan’s to last his company back 
to Columbus, and which supplies will be sent in advance by the United States quartermaster and com- 
missary at this place. The same company will repeat the same tour, after resting two days at Columbus, 
taking care to report, in going and returning, everything they may observe at all interesting to the 
service to the commanders at the two ends of the route and at the two intermediate posts. 

By order of Major General Scott. 

A. H. KENAN, Colonel and Aide-de-camp. 


No: 235. 
ORDERS No. 28. 


Hrapquarters ArMy oF THE Soutn, Columbus, Georgia, July 6, 1836. 


The second regiment of Georgia foot volunteers, under Colonel Williamson, will be immediately mus- 
tered for an honorable discharge from the service of the United States, by the acting inspector general of 
the army, Major Ansart. The companies will be paid off in succession, as fast as mustered, or as fast as 
practicable, by Paymaster Major Randall. The officers of every grade will lend such assistance in writing 
to Majors Ansart and Randall as will facilitate the discharge and payment. 

The commanding general hopes to be able, in a few days, to discharge the other regiments of volun- 
teer infantry of the Georgia line, and, at a period a little later, to begin the discharge of the mounted 
troops. But he can give no pledge to that effect, and he is sure that no patriotic Georgian will murmur 
at any little delay which may be dictated by the high considerations of public safety and public good. 

Paymaster Major Muhlenberg will report himself to Major General Jesup for duty in the pay department. 

Colonel Williamson’s regiment will, upon being discharged, turn over to the United States quarter- 
master, and the United States ordnance officer, all the public property in its possession. 

By order of Major General Scott. 

FELIX ANSART, Acting Inspector General. 





THeapquarters Aruy oF THE Soutn, Fort Mitchell, June 24, 1836. 


Sir: I left Columbus yesterday with a small escort, (forty mounted men,) now eight miles below, 
which I shall overtake this morning, and proceed rapidly to the point of crossing the Georgia line, and 
some regulars who have preceded me two or three days, to this side of the river. I had arranged a 
meeting with Major General Jesup, who has been three days at the ferry, a mile and a half from this fort, 
but missed the turn-off road, and had got five miles below, when I received despatches of importance; 
turned back, met him, and was induced to come here for the night. Copies of the letters contained in that 
despatch will be found enclosed. 

General Jesup and many of the officers with him consider the war as mainly over. They estimate that 
there only remain out some one hundred and fifty decidedly hostile warriors, under the noted and atrocious 
leader Jim Henry, besides the party of Neomico, who have for some time stood fast in their camp, in a 
state of doubtful inactivity or neutrality. They will probably in a short time unconditionally surrender 
themselves. They are nearer to Tuskegee than to the Chattaheochee. 

The numbers of the hostile parties yet to be compelled to surrender or to be beaten are, however, 
differently estimated by others. Captain Page, and some other well-informed persons in Indian affairs in 
this quarter, think that there may yet be outstanding as many as one thousand hostile warriors. As the 
number, whose hostility was well known a few weeks ago, was certainly as great as two thousand five 
hundred, if not three thousand, and as not more than eight hundred or nine hundred are known to have 
surrendered themselves here and at Tuskegee, (not reckoning the principal part af Neomico’s band men- 
tioned above, and which may amount to six hundred or seven hundred,) there must be remaining about 
one thousand who are yet to come in or to be subdued. Of the three hundred and ten who, the day 
before yesterday, voluntarily gave themselves up to Major General Patterson and Colonel Hogan, both of 
this State, at the two camps some twenty-odd miles southeast of this place, and who were yesterday put 
under a strong escort of Alabamians and friendly Indians, to be brought here, it is thought that not less 
than cighty escaped on the wey. At the time of surrender, there were about that number of warriors 
more than there were arms. It is now believed by Major General Jesup and others that these warriors 
concealed their arms before the surrender; and their object in coming in was to get information and then 
to escape. It is admitted by the prisoners themselves that, before coming in, they sold or gave to the 
hostile parties still out all their powder and lead. These hostile parties, whatever their numbers, are 
admitted to be among the most desperate of the nation. They are known to be now between the Hatchy- 
chubby and Cowaggee creeks; principally on the waters and in the swamps of the latter. They still 
cherish the hope of escaping to Florida, and must give us a great deal of trouble to capture, if they do 
not voluntarily come in. I think, with the measures already adopted and in contemplation for guarding 
the river, it will be impossible for them to escape to Florida. 

The Georgia line and two battalions of regulars, already below, will still be crossed, as I have here- 
tofore contemplated, below the Cowaggee—that is, below the enemy, to scour the country upwards, 
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whilst General Jesup moves with his forces in the opposite direction. No time will be lost in putting 
this combined movement in execution ‘The flats for crossing the river will pass down to-day, 

lam only restrained, since recent events, from discharging a part of the Georgia line—say six or 
seven companies of horse, left at Columbus, without arms—from the fear of giving offence to brave and 
patriotic men who have come a ereat distance to seek an opportunity of distinction. They, moreover, 
may be useful in guarding the lett bank of the river whilst operations are going on on the right; and if 
the corn expected daily from New Orleans should arrive not sweated, I shall have no difficulty in feeding 
horses. On this point I shall be better able to decide in a day or two, and after consulting his excellency 
Governor Schley, still at Columbus, whose judgment and dispositions are worthy of all respect. 

General Jesup has received, through Major Brandt, at Montgomery, news of the approach of a body 
of Tennessee horse, but he does not know precisely by what route. [shall desire the general to write to 
the commander of the Tennesseceans, through Major Brandt, who may have received later and more precise 
information of the position of those troops. IT would prefer to stop them; but if they are near us, measures 
must be taken for their reception and subsistence. 

[Tremain, with high respect, your most obedient servant, 
WINFIELD SCOTT. 


Brigadier General Jones, Adjutant General United States Army. 


P. S.—The movements of Major General Jesup, the strong guards placed on the river below, rendering 
an escape towards Florida hopeless, and the large assemblage of troops all around the Creek country, 
showing that their early subjugation was inevitable, has caused the carly surrender of the hostile parties 
who have come in Besides those who gave themselves up to the Alabamians and friendly Indians, 
between fifty and seventy came into this place previously without an escort. The number of warriors 
who are now in confinement here is a little more than three hundred. There are a greater number of 
their women and children. I cannot get an exact return of their numbers, ages, and sexes. 

W. 8. 





IWeapquarters, Fort Mitchell, June 23, 1836. 

Sir: I have the honor to enclose copies of reports from Major General Patterson and Captain Parrott, 
by which you will observe that little remains to be done. Jim Henry is still out, with about one hundred 
and fifty warriors; but my Indian warriors, who have halted and await my orders at the Big Spring, say 
they can take him. [have just received information that a Seminole chief, with a number of his warriors, 
is with Henry. The information comes from a negro taken last night. 

I have the honor to be, general, your obedient servant, 
THOMAS 8. JESUP, Jlajor General, Commanding. 


Major General Scorr, Commanding Southern Army on the march. 


Camp near Hatrcnycuupsy, June 22, 1836. 

Sir: I have the pleasure to inform you that the hostile Indians, with the exception of a part of the 
Hitchitees and a small party of the Uchees, under Jim Henry, have all come into camp and surrendered 
themselves unconditionally as prisoners. Their number, including women and children, is about eight 
hundred to one thousand. It is stated by the prisoners that the Hitchitees have gone to Fort Mitchell, 
for which place I shall march with my command, together with the prisoners, on to-morrow morning. 

B. PATTERSON, Jlajor General, Commanding. 

Major General Jesup, Fort Mitchell. 


Hrapevarrers Seconp Army Corrs or THE Sovurnern Army, 
Camp on the Hatchychubby, June 22, 1836. 

GeNERAL: Soon after your departure yesterday the prisoners whom you had despatched the day before 
to the hostile camps returned. They brought with them a few of the hostile party, and their object 
appeared to be to understand fully the terms on which the hostile Indians generally would be received. 
General Patterson repeated to them what had been said by yourself—that they must surrender their arms 
and submit unconditionally, and that justice should be dealt out to them. Those who came in yesterday 
represented the Uchee, Hitchitee, and Chehaw towns. They stated the Uchee warriors to be 200, and the 
Chehaw and Hitchitee 60 cach, making 320 in all, and that these composed the great body of the hostile 
Indians. 

Today nearly all of the Uchees have come in, as well as some of the Iitchitees, and many of the 
Chehaws. The Uchces are the most numerous and warlike of the enemy. We have reports that several 
of the hostiles have gone to Echa Hadge camp and Fort Mitchell, rather than surrender here. Two have 
been captured to-day by Opoth Yoholo’s Indians, and sent to this camp. General Patterson will march 
from Fort Mitchell very carly in the morning. 

There are a great many Indian women and children and many negroes in camp, who have come in 
with the hostile Indians. It is expected here, from a hasty examination, that two hundred and fifty Uchees 
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‘and fifty-four Hitchitees and Chehaws, capable of bearing arms, have surrendered. These are the numbers 
—very nearly several hundred women and children and about sixty negroes have accompanied them. 
The best informed in camp consider this a finishing to the war. . 
With great respect, your obedient servant, 
R P. PARROTT, Captain and Acting Adjutant General. 
Major General Jresvr, Commanding, dc. 





No. 240. 


Heapquarrers, Fort Mitchell, June 25, 1836. 


Sir: In obedience to your instructions and the command of the President, I departed from Washington 
for this frontier on the 22d of May, to take command of the army and the direction of the operations against 
the Creek Indians. At Augusta, Georgia, I found Major General Scott, on his way to the same point and 
for the same purpose. We proceeded in company to Columbus, Georgia, where Major General Scott 
established his headquarters and assumed the command of the army. He ordered me to proceed to the 
western frontier of the Creck country and assume the command of the troops assembling in Alabama. 
The communication between Columbus and Tuskegee being in the possession of the enemy, and com- 
manded by one of his hostile camps, an escort was required to accompany me through. 

On the 4th instant I set out, accompanied by about one hundred and twenty mounted men, and dashed 
directly through the hostile country, passing within three miles of Neah Mico’s camp, where there were 
several hundred warriors assembled. I arrived at Tuskegee on the evening of the 5th instant, where I 
found Major General Patterson, of the Alabama militia, in command of about seven hundred volunteers 
and militia. On the Tth I departed for Montgomery, to confer with his excellency Governor Clay. I was 
so fortunate as to meet the governor at Line creck, and returned with him on the 8th. On the 9th I 
assumed the command of the frontier. At this time a general panic pervaded the whole country; the 
Indians were plundering, murdering, and burning in all directions, and there seemed to me to be great 
danger of several of the frontier counties breaking up entirely unless some decisive movements were made, 
I determined to move forward to the vicinity of Neal Mico’s camp, to hold it in check, to cover the frontier 
of Pike county, and to obtain a supply of corn for the horses of the mounted men. Major General Patterson 
had but about seven hundred and twenty men disposable, after furnishing a sufficient garrison to protect 
the depot and the inhabitants at Tuskegee; but I had previously held councils with the Indian chiefs 
Opoth Yoholo, Jim Boy, Tucabatchee Hadjo, and others, whom I understood to be favorable to our cause, 
and had authorized Captain William Walker, formerly an officer of the army, and General Woodward, of 
Tuskegee, and Colonel John B. Hogan, inspeetor general of the Alabama volunteers, to raise and bring 
into service from one to two thousand Indian warriors. I advanced into the Indian country on the 12th, 
and proceeded about five miles. On the 13th I advanced to Stone’s, on the old Federal road, and on the 
14th to Long’s, the Indian chiefs Jim Boy and Tucabatchee Hadjo having joined, during the march, with 
about four hundred and fifty Indian warriors. Not finding a supply of corn at Long’s, as I had been 
induced to believe I should, I determined to proceed direct to Irwinton, the point indicated by General 
Scott as that whence operations should commence. I moved forward on the 15th to the Big Spring, and 
being then among the hostile Indians, expected an attack during the march; but the conduct and 
countenance of both volunteers and Indian warriors were such as to give me no apprehension of the result 
should the enemy venture to dispute the ground. About one o’clock the advance of the army, under 
General Woodward, succeeded in capturing Enea Mathla, the principal and most determined of the hostile 
chiefs. I encamped at the Big Spring, and having received information there that the camp of Enea 
Mathla was directly on our route, the next day was spent at the Spring, waiting the arrival of five 
companies of mounted men then on their march and reported to be near. 

On the morning of the 17th I moved forward (the five companies not having come up) and encamped 
on the waters of the Hatchychubby, on the Irwinton road, about eight or nine miles from Enea Mathla’s 
‘ramp. Here the Indian chief Opoth Yoholo joined me, with eleven hundred and fifty warriors. On the 
evening of this day I received a despateh from General Scott censuring me for my movement and directing 
me to stop all offensive movements. In the situation in which I then found myself, to comply with those 
instructions would have been fatal. I had fifteen hundred friendly warriors, who, had I halted, would 
have become dissatisfied, would have lost all confidence in me, and would have left me. The volunteers 
were animated by the most admirable spirit. To have checked them at that moment would have been 
productive of the greatest disappointment, and would have depressed their morale, if it had not elevated 
that of the enemy. As General Scott was necessarily unacquainted with the circumstances under which 
I was placed, I felt it to be my duty to disregard the order to “ stop all offensive movements.” I accordingly 
put the army in motion on the morning of the 18th, my force being increased to twenty-three hundred 
men, including the Indian warriors, aud advanced to the ford of the Hatchychubby; the enemy fled before 
me, and in the afternoon I took possession of Enea Mathla’s camp, and obtained there and in the vicinity 
a small supply of corn and about a hundred head of cattle. Whilst in the enemy’s camp I received a 
second peremptory order from General Scott to halt and “encamp” my “forces somewhere in the 
neighborhood of Fort Mitchell until further orders.” My dispositions at the time I received General 
Scott’s order were such that I could not have failed to bring the enemy to action in twenty-four hours, and 
victory was certain. I, however, did not feel myself at liberty to disobey the second order, but directed 
Major General Patterson to encamp the troops and assume the command of them, and I proceeded to Fort 
Mitchell to confer with General Scott, and to obtain his sanction to the prosecution of the operations which 
Thad commenced. He had returned to Columbus before I arrived at Fort Mitchell, and I was compelled 
to go to camp without having had an interview with lim. 

On my return to camp I found that General Patterson, with the mounted men ef his division, had 
made an excursion down the north side of the Hatehychubby, and the Indian warriors had been thrown 
below, to scour the country on the south side. The latter succeeded in capturing several Indians, among 
them a principal chief. By the advice of the friendly chiefs, I sent out messengers on the morning of the 
20th to advise the hostile Indians to surrender. On the 21st, before they returned, I left the army, and 
came to this place to see General Scott, and become acquainted with his future plans. On the 22d the 
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messengers returned to camp, and upwards of three hundred warriors and five hundred and fifty women 
and children surrendered prisoners, and were sent hither by General Patterson on the 23d, accompanied 
by six companies of mounted men. I ordered General Patterson to this post with the troops of his 
division, and the Indian warriors under Jim Boy, where he arrived on the evening of the 24th, Opoth 
Yoholo with his warriors having been previously ordered to the Big Spring. On the 24th, having received 
information that one of the hostile chiefs was between the mouth of the Uchee creek and Hatchychubby, 
below this post, determined to make a reconnoissance of the country in that direction. Accordingly I 
proceeded with six companies of mounted men, and about sixty Indian warriors under Jim Boy. I 
scoured the country for many miles, and a part of my force fell in with a party of the enemy, and captured 
upwards of thirty warriors, which, with the women and children taken at the same time, amounted to one 
hundred and thirteen. 

I consider the war at an end. My operations have broken the power of the hostile chiefs, dissolved 
their formidable confederacy, and given entire security to the country. The hostile Indians that have not 
surrendered are wandering without concert or object, and I believe only wait a favorable opportunity to 
come in. 

I have been severely censured by General Scott for my movements, but I feel that I have done my 
duty to the best of my abilities; to have acted otherwise would have doubled the Indian force against us, 
and have caused the destruction of the fairest portion of Alabama. 

To disregard the positive order of a military superior is, | am aware, a high military offence; but in 
the circumstances in which I found myself surrounded, the best interests of my country required of me 
prompt and decisive action. I have acted on my own responsibility, and am willing to meet the conse- 
quences; and whatsoever of censure may be cast upon me, I never can regret what I have done. I desire 
that this communication be laid before the President, that my motives as well as my acts may be under- 
stood by him; and I beg you to assure him that whatever his decision in my case may be, I shall be 
satisfied. I would infinitely prefer to lose my commission for what I have done, than to receive the 
highest honors of the country, had I remained inactive, and permitted the country around me to have 
been devastated 

To Major General Patterson, and the officers and soldiers of his division, I feel deeply indebted for 
their kindness, liberality, and good conduct. Every individual performed his duty with promptness and 
energy; and I have never served with any body of men in whom I had greater confidence, or who, I am 
persuaded, would have given a better account of the enemy had he ventured to meet us in battle. 

To my acting adjutant general, Captain Parrott, and my acting quartermaster, Lieutenant Chambers, 
as well as to my aide-de-camp, Captain Lane, and my volunteer aids, Colonel Goldthwait and Major 
Baykin, Iam under the greatest obligations for the promptness and ability with which they have dis- 
charged their respective duties, and the good temper and prudence which they have on all occasions dis- 
played in their intercourse with the troops. 

To the able arrangements of Governor Clay, made before my arrival, and to the energy and talent of 
Major General Patterson, and the gentlemen of his staff, much of the success which has attended my 
operations, it is but justice to say, is due. 

To Colonel Hogan, General Woodward, and Captain Walker, who commanded the Indian warriors, as 
well as to the chiefs Opoth Yoholo, Tucabatchee Mico, Jim Boy, and Tucabatchee Hadjo, Lam under great 
obligations; they all deserve the notice of the government. 

The censures passed upon me by General Scott have, I understand from him, been recalled, and his 
letters to the War Department withdrawn; had this not been done my personal feelings should not have 
influenced my public conduct. Having no object in view but the public good, I should have co-operated 
with him, as I shall now co-operate most heartily in the consummation of all his plans. But if a single 
doubt remains on the mind of the President, or on your mind, as to the entire propricty and necessity of 
my course, I owe to myself as well as my children, to ask for an immediate investigation. 

I have the honor to be, with high consideration and respect, your obedient servant, 
T. S. JESUP, Major General. 

Hon. Lewis Cass, Secretary of War, Washington City. 


No. 241, 


Heapgvarters Arwy or THE Sovrn, Camp Sanford, opposite to Roanoke, June 26, 1836. 

Sir: I have received your two letters of the 24th and 25th instant, and write by the return express 
who brought me the letters. 

I think with you it is time to seize Neo Mico and to disarm his party, and I also highly approve of 
your proposition to establish stockades on the post road between Columbus and Tuskegee for the deposit 
of subsistence for men and horses. I shall give instructions henceforth for the next boat that may ascend 
the river to leave some rations and corn at this place, and to deposit one half of the remainder at Bryant’s 
Landing, (Colonel Henderson’s post,) and the other at Fort Mitchell, provided that the boat can ascend so 
high, or a boat of a smaller draught of water should offer for transhipment. 

I think it desirable, under any circumstances, that a part of the Alabamians should be retained, say a 
detachment of mounted men, to escort, in conjunction with a portion of the regulars, the Indian prisoners 
as far as the dense settlements of Alabama, whence the Indians may be escorted to the Mississippi or 
Montgomery for embarkation by the regulars alone. The remainder of the Alabamians you may honorably 
discharge (and their good conduct deserves it) as soon as you may deem it prudent to do so, retaining 
the friendly Indians as auxiliaries. But the information received in this vicinity, and from Fort Twiggs 
by express to-day, represent the outstanding hostile Indians as not contemptible in number. A party of 
four or five hundred, including women and children, were but a few days ago between the north and 
middle forks of the Cowaggee creek, and to-day I learn upon good evidence that there was a considerable 
party opposite to Fort Twiggs yesterday. 

Besides the Georgia line, which of itself is suflicient to scour this lower country and rid it of the 
enemy, (although his numbers were more numerous than estimated above,) I have just learned that 
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Brigadier General Moore, with some seven hundred or eight hundred troops, crossed the main Cowaggee 
creek to-day to operate north of all the branches, or between the upper and middle. This is just the 
direction I was about to give the Georgians and regulars who have crossed, or will cross, the Chatta- 
hoochee in the morning. I have written to General Moore requesting him earnestly (1 believe that he has 
not been mustered into the service of the United States) to recross that creek, and to extend his forces 
well to the west below the south fork. I shall probably see hig in the morning. If he should not 
comply, I shall be much thwarted, and a portion of the enemy may escape below. 

I had yesterday undoubted evidence that some forty or sixty Indians, including women and children, 
had crossed the Chattahoochee one or two days before, three miles below Roanoke, notwithstanding the 
detachments posted to guard the river above and below. I immediately despatched two parties of horse 
in pursuit, (the trails pointed towards Florida,) and I hope to hear good news from them in a few days. 

I should not have crossed into Alabama above the Cowaggee but for the certainty that I thought I 
had that General Moore, to whom I had written, was still at or near Irwinton. All the branches of the 
Cowaggee I have ascertained to be more difficult to pass and to scour than I represented to you a few 
days ago. 

: Organize emigrating parties as soon as the contractors shall be ready to take charge of them, and as 
soon as you can furnish the proper escorts. The two companies of regulars under Major McClintock, and 
the next detachment commanded by Major Dearborn, are at your disposition for that service. Before, 
however, sending off the prisoners, I wish you to make inquiries of his excellency Governor Schley 
whether there be any individuals among them who are amenable to the penal laws of Georgia. If there 
be any such, you will turn them over tu the authorities of that State. 

T remain, with great respect, your most obedient servant, 
WINFIELD SCOTT. 

Major General Jesup, United States Army, Commanding, ce. 


P. S.—I wish you to stop the Tennesseeans marching to take post against the hostile Creeks at some 
suitable place in respect to subsistence, to await further orders. W. 5S. 


Heapqvarters, Fort Mitchell, June 28, 1836. 


GENERAL: Having observed in the Globe of the 20th instant an order directing all officers of the 
second regiment of dragoons to join their regiment for the recruiting service, | must ask the favor of you 
to represent to the general and the Secretary of War my extreme desire that Captain Lane be 
allowed to remain with me until the operations in this quarter be brought to a close. I consider the war 
over, if ordinary prudence and energy mark our future progress; but there is much to be done before the 
body of the Creeks be removed; and Captain Lane has that acquaintance with the duties in detail with 
which Tam charged, that I could not, without great inconvenience, dispense with his services. It is the 
more necessary that he remain, as Captain Parrott’s services are required in his own department, and he 
necessarily leaves me in a day or two. 

I hope to hear from you on this subject by the return mail. 

I have the honor to be, most respectfully, your obedient servant, 
TH. 5. JESUP, Major General, Commanding. 


Brigadier General R. Jones, Adjutant General, Washington City. 





No. 248. 


Herapguarters ARMY oF THE Sovutu, Fort Mitchell, July 2, 1836. 

Sir: Since my last letter I have been down the river to organize the service as low as Irwinton, and 
to put the disposable force of Georgia, after nearly doubling the guards on the left bank of this river, hand- 
somely in the field. 1 am now but just emerged from the creeks and swamps to the south and southwest. 
The Georgians moved in two columns, with three small battalions of United States artillery, under Majors 
Pierce, Lomax, and Erving. I retained the immediate command of one of those columns, and gave the 
other to Major General Sanford. The two amounted to about 1,200 men. We moved with pack-horses, 
the country being so deluged with rain that no wagon could accompany either column. I shall be back at 
Roanoke to-night, (by means of a steamboat,) where I shall receive General Sanford’s report. 1 saw no 
recent trail of more than two or three Indians, which were directed towards this place or Tuskegee, no 
doubt for the purpose of surrender. One hostile warrior only we picked up, who declared that he was 
going in to give himself up. 

The number of hostile warriors now here in confinement is about 480, most of them with their families. 
The whole number of prisoners at Tuskegee, the Alabama and friendly Indian camps west of this, Major 
General Jesup is unable to give me with accuracy. Ue thinks there might have been yesterday about 
350 warriors at the three plazes, besides women and children, and the party of Neah Mico, (150,) whom I 
desired him some days ago to cause to be disarmed. This service will probably be performed to-day. I 
enclose a note from Major General Patterson to Major General Jesup, which shows that 100 warriors may 
be added to the foregoing number, including a noted leader, Jim Henry. 

I received yesterday a letter from Colonel Henderson, who is engaged in erecting a shed, &c., on this 
side of the river, at the head of the summer navigation, for the reception of army supplies from New 
Orleans. It contains this paragraph: “1 am led to believe that the position you directed my command to 
occupy has been productive of important results. The day after the expedition of our two companies and 
part of Captain Love’s troop, 250 of the hostile Indians, men, women, &c., belonging to Jim Henry’s band, 
surrendered to General Watson without firing a gun.” 
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I am afraid that Colonel Henderson has written this upon an unfounded report. He does not state 
where those prisoners are, and General Watson has not taken them to Columbus, or we should know it 
The latter has a farm in the neighborhood of Colonel Henderson, resides in Columbus, and hag 


here. 
The transaction, if it occurred at all, took place on the 


written to no one at this place on the subject. 


26th ultimo. 
It is now thought by the best informed that there cannot be in the Creek country more than from 


forty to sixty hostile warriors. Some of these have sent word that they will soon be here, and are probably 
only delayed by the swell in the Uchee creek, which renders it difficult to pass. 5 

The contractors for removing the Indians west of the Mississippi having reported themselves in 
readiness, about 1,900, including families, will be put in march, under a suitable escort, as soon as the 
creeks shall have subsided. A detachment of regulars is now engaged in repairing the bridges across the 
two Uchees, on the old Federal road, to save time. 

A few minutes after my arrival at Roanoke, fifteen miles above Irwinton, on the 25th ultimo, two 
Indian trails leading to Florida were reported to me—one three and a half, the other one and a half miles 
below me, and respectively one and two days old. Nota minute was lost in organizing two detachments 
of horse to give pursuit. I have a note from Colonel Beall, who commanded one of the detachments, (three 
companies and six friendly Indians, with subsistence for four days, ) from which I am afraid he halted at Fort 
Gaines, and hearing that the fugitives were killing the inhabitants of Baker county, contented himself 
with sending 30 men to their assistance, instead of marching with his whole force, about 175 men. His 
note is inexplicable, and I trust I shall not find him as criminal as that would represent him. He was 
instructed specially and minutely, in a letter written with my own hand, never to give up the pursuit till 
stopped by starvation. I have better hopes of the other detachment, commanded by an excellent partisan, 
Captain Jernigan. No report is received from him. It was expected, however, that the two trails would 
unite and the two detachments become one. I think that no other party has got across the river, and such 
are now the numbers (since the Georgians got their arms) and the vigilance displayed on the other side, 
that it would seem impossible for emigrating parties to escape to Florida. 

I believe there has hardly been a sharp skirmish on this side of the river, whilst there have been many 
short rencontres on the Georgia bank. The latter were made by the more desperate of the enemy, and in 
every instance, probably, to cover the passage of families endeavoring to emigrate to Florida, or to capture 
the horses, provisions, &c., necessary to facilitate emigration. Partial successes were obtained by the 
enemy in several of those affairs. In others they were repulsed, and in all it was seen that, to escape with 
families, packs, &c., it would be extremely hazardous. Consequently the Hitchitees have generally sent 
in or abandoned their families, and with a few individuals of other tribes have, by some extraordinary 
neglect at and below Roanoke, succeeded in getting over the Chattahoochee. 

The general surrender, in most cases voluntary, of the enemy, may be attributed to many movements 
and arrangements on our part. It was known that large forces were gathering all around the country; the 
river was early pretty well guarded by the Georgians, aided by two well-manned steamers cruising up 
and down. One of these destroyed many canoes, rafts, &&. Major General Sanford crossed the bridge at 
Columbus and took up his camp four miles further early in June; and although he had about 2,000 unarmed 
men, with but 400 armed, the enemy thought all Georgia was pouring into their country. About the same 
time Major General Jesup made his entry into the heart of the nation, with a large force of Alabamnians and 
friendly Indians. This latter movement precipitated and favored a general surrender. 

I shall necessarily be absent from this place after a few minutes to complete arrangements below for 
As it is the centre of correspondence and business, I shall return at the end of that time. 

Brigadier General Moore, of this State, whose basis of operations has been at Irwinton, is placed by 
my order below the south branch of the Cowaggee, extending himself far to the right and left. I shall 
instruct him to send a company of horse or two as far to the southwest as Pea river. He appears, from 
His foree, mostly mounted, consists of 


two days. 


his movements and correspondence, to be an officer of much merit. 
about 1,800 men. 

I shall direct Major General Sanford to keep out small detachments on the branches of the Cowaggee 
and on the Hatchychubby to precipitate the surrender of the small parties of the enemy yet out. General 
Jesup will take measures of a similar character on the upper parts of those streams which are nearer to 
his depots at Tuskegee, &e. 

I have twice written to the governor of Florida in great detail. The copy of my last letter is here- 
with enclosed, and I would send a copy of the other but that Iam separated from my books and papers. 

A copy of an order is enclosed respecting the West Tennesseeans. 

I have directed Major General Jesup to post two small battalions of artillery here in positions on 
the post road from Columbus to Tuskegee. This will be done in a few days, and I have caused the agent 
of the General Post Office to be advised of the directions. 

On my return to this place I shall open a correspondence with Brigadier General Wool, and hope 
soon to be able to spare him the detachment of the United States marines, and some companies of 
Georgia and Alabama volunteers, should they be needed in the Cherokee country. 

General Jesup never received the Secretary’s original letter to him, dated the 25th of May, and 
addressed to Milledgeville. The copy that I received last night was immediately shown to him. 

I have the honor to be, with great respect, your most obedient servant, 
WINFIELD SCOTT. 


Brigadier General Jones, Adjutant General United States Army. 


No. 244. 


Hrapquarrers Army or THE Sovtn, Fort Mitchell, July 1, 1836. 
Sir: Major General Jesup has just turned over to me the letter of your excellency to him of the 25th 
ultimo. 
The War Department, as I perceive by the copy of a letter to Brigadier General Wool, has charged 
him with certain duties in the Cherokee country, and has placed the Tennessee troops under his command. 
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They were to rendezvous at Athens on the 7th instant, and it is possible, though not probable, that, under 
the instructions of the department, | may have to reinforce him from this quarter. 

My last information from the Cherokees, which is not recent, represented them as inclined to be 

quict. 
In my letter to you, dated sume ten or fifteen days ago, (my books and papers are not at hand,) I 
reported that his excellency Governor Schley had been obliged to pledge himself to the Georgia volun- 
teers and drafts now in the field that they should not be sent to Florida, except in the hot pursuit of the 
Creeks, to induce those troops to be mustered in the service of the United States. Major General Jesup 
who is in the immediate command of the Alabamians, informs me that he was obliged, under the same 
circumstance, to make the like pledge to the latter. 

Should I be obliged to reinforce Brigadier General Wool, I shall send him a portion of the regulars 
and some part of the Georgians from the upper country. The remainder of the regulars and United 
States marines cannot fail to be wanted to escort the hostile Indians who have surrendered themselves, 
and to wind up the war in this quarter, until late in the summer. 

Of the hostile Creek warriors, we have here about four hundred and seventy. <A part of them have 
been captured; but the greater number, seeing that they would be inevitably crushed, voluntarily surren- 
dered. How many may be at Tuskegee, under like circumstances, I may not learn ina day or two. This 
war, however, is believed to be virtually over. Yet there are, doubtless, many small parties yet to come in 
or to be subdued. Two, making about sixty individuals, succeeded in getting across the Chattahoochee be- 
tween two of our posts at and below Roanoke on the 23d and 24th ultimo. From that place, the instant 
that the trails were observed, I despatched two parties of horse in pursuit. Having just emerged from the 
woods to the southwest of this, 1 have received no report from those expeditions; but have no doubt, 
from the strength and character of the pursuing detachments, that the fugitives have been overtaken and 
captured or killed. I have every reason to believe that not five other Creeks have escaped towards 
Florida, and from the means now employed it seems almost impossible for another individual to follow. I 
have more than doubled the forces on the Georgia bank of this river. and steamboats are daily passing 
up and down. 

I have the honor to remain, with high respect, your excellency’s most obedient servant, 
WINFIELD SCOTT. 


His Excellency R. K. Catt, Governor of Florida. 


P. S.—I have just heard from the prisoners here that if the fugitives who crossed this river should 
not be overtaken, their object will be to take up a temporary residence in the Opeekeenokee swamp. 

2d P. S.—I have this moment received a letter from the Secretary of War requesting me to send you 
one thousand of the West Tennessce brigade, at least, should you not be likely to raise a similar force in 
Florida. This is the first notice I have had of western and eastern brigades being ordered from that 
State. The latter is designated to act under General Wool. I shall immediately send orders to the 
western corps to despatch one thousand men by a route that I shall give them, and order them to report 
to you for (at) Tallahassee. This brigade we have unofficially heard of before, and by my desire Major 
General Jesup wrote to the quartermaster at Montgomery to cause it to halt, if coming in that direction, 
if some place where it could be conveniently subsisted, and to await further orders. 

My intention then was to hold in reserve for events in the Creek and Cherokee countries. I am now 
satisfied that it will not be required in either of those quarters. 

I am also directed by the Secretary to send you one or more steamboats from the three ordered to be 
armed and manned by the navy commander at Pensacola, for this river. I am inclined to believe that 
but one has been purchased at New Orleans and sent for those purposes to Commodore Dallas. Should 
she arrive here, I shall send her immediately back to you; and I beg your excellency, if there be any other 


boat at Pensacola, to take her into the service of Florida. 
‘ WINFIELD SCOTT. 





No. 245. 


Herapquarters Army oF THE Soutu, Jort Mitchell, July 1, 1836. 

Sir: Major General Jesup has just turned over to me your letter of the 10th ultimo, which probably 
came to him at this place via Montgomery. 

I have now employed, partly in cruising and partly in transporting army supplies, four small steam- 
boats belonging to this river, and there are two others, not specially hired, that bring up stores from St. 
Joseph's. 

I heard, a week ago, that a steamer purchased by the United States for the purpose of cruising up 
and down this river, had gone from New Orleans to Pensacola, to be armed and manned by the United 
This boat may now be daily expected below, and I shall send her instructions 


States, under your orders 
« Wy ~ ss We : 2 Z 
The war against the hostile Creeks is supposed to be virtually over. 


(to Irwinton) for her government. 
Nevertheless, there are several hostile parties which have not surrendered themselves, and who are 
secking opportunities to escape across the Chattahoochee towards Florida. The boat last mentioned will 
be highly useful in observing the river, and giving prompt intelligence to the posts on the Georgia side, 
in case any such party should succeed in crossing. 

The zeal and promptitude which have uniformly been displayed by yourself and officers in co-opera- 
ting with the land service deserves a higher commendation than any that I could bestow. 


I shall therefore subscribe myself, with the highest respect, : 
WINFIELD SCOTT. 
Commodore A. J. Dattas, Commanding, ce. 


P. S—If a second or third steamer should arrive at Pensacola, to be armed and manned for this river 
please report them (or the one) to Governor Call for his orders. 
W. S. 
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No. 246. 


Heanquarters Army oF THE Soutn, Fort Mitchell, July 2, 1836. 
Sir: The enclosed order is issued in conformity with express instructions from the War Department, 
As brigadier general, you may either accompany the detachment to Florida, or send the officer next in 
rank to command it 
I remain, sir, respectfully, your most obedient servant, 
WINFIELD SCOTT. 
The Bricapier Genera of the West Tennessee Brigade, expected at Montgomery. 


No. 247. 
ORDERS No. 22. 


Hrapquarters Army oF THE Soutu, ort Mitchell, July 2, 1836. 


A brigade of West Tennessee mounted volunteers or militia may soon be expected to arrive at Mont- 
gomery. It will probably be at Shelbyville about the 8th instant. On its arrival at Montgomery, Major 
Brandt will muster it into the service of the United States for three months, unless sooner discharged. 

One thousand men of this brigade, with the proper officers, will, without delay, take up the line of 
march, by the best practicable route, for Tallahassee, in Florida, in order to place themselves under the 
order of his excellency Governor Call. 

The remainder of the brigade will remain in position, in the neighborhood of Montgomery, until 
further orders. 

Before the arrival of those troops at Montgomery, Major Brandt will ascertain the best route to Talla- 
hassee, so as to be able to advise the commander of the detachment destined to Florida, to whom he will 
give all the aid and assistance that may be required of the quartermaster’s department. 

WINFIELD SCOTT. 

By command. 

THOS. J. LEE, Lieut. 4th U.S. Artillery, Aide-de-camp. 





No. 248. 


Heapavarters ArMy oF THE Soutn, Lort Mitchell, July 4, 1836. 


Sr: I have this moment returned here from Roanoke below, where I think I have so arranged the 
service with Major General Sanford, of the Georgia line, and Brigadier General Moore, at the head of an 
Alabama brigade, as to secure the remaining objects to be accomplished in those directions in this war. 

No official report had been received up to the time of my leaving Roanoke from Colonel Beall and 
Captain Jernigan, who commanded the two detachments of horse sent by me on the 25th ultimo in pursuit 
of the parties of Indians who had crossed the Chattahoochee on the 23d and 24th. I know, however, through 
respectable channels, that the two detachments had overtaken the Indians about the 28th, in Baker county, 
and had surrounded the latter in a large swamp. ‘The fugitives, probably, do not exceed sixty warriors, 
although represented by rumor to amount to more than three hundred. Colonel Beall, I again hope, will 
give a good account of them. He was collecting the forces of the neighborhood to make sure of his game. 
By a singular mistake, into which I was led by a letter supposed to be from this officer, but which was 
written by another, I did him great injustice in my last report of events in this quarter. I hope soon to 
be able officially to speak of him with all the praise due to success. 

Parties will be continually kept scouring the Indian country to force in the handfulls of the enemy 
remaining out. Major Generals Jesup and Sanford, as well as Brigadier General Moore, have my instruc- 
tions to that effect. The former, after a detention here of ten or twelve days, proceeded last evening to 
the headquarters of Major General Patterson to the west. 

Yesterday a party of United States marines, a few mounted volunteers and friendly Indians, scoured the 
country between the Euchee and Hatchychubby thoroughly, and to the extent of about twelve miles up 
those creeks. Coming up last night in a steamboat, I learned from Colonel Henderson, at his camp, that 
sixteen women, boys, and children were captured on the Chattahoochee; the warriors of the same party 
having escaped across the river, abandoning their families. I immediately sent off an express to give the 
intelligence to all the posts as low as Roanoke, with precise instructions for discovering the trail and 
pursuing. I do not doubt that two or three companies of horse were in motion by daylight this morning, 
in pursuit of the fugitives. 

I have not time to add more, nor have I anything material to add, except that the armed steamer the 
American, from Pensacola, is above, and that I shall immediately order her to Florida to report to Gov- 
ernor Call, and that I shall to-morrow send off Colonel Broome, (a volunteer,) of the marine corps, with a 
communication addressed to Brigadier General Wool. 

With high respect, I retaain your most obedient servant, 


WINFIELD SCOTT. 


P. S.—General Scott, who is much occupied at this moment, desires me to add that his objects in send- 
ing Colonel Broome to General Wool are to learn the state of things in the Cherokee country, and to say 
to General Wool that probably the detachment of United States marines (about four hundred) and some 
companies of Georgia and Alabama volunteers may soon be spared from this quarter to reinforce the 
Cherokee army, should they be required. 

Most respectfully, your obedient servant, 
A. H. KENAN, Aide-de-camp 
Brigadier General Jones, Adjutant General,U. S. A. 
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No. 249. 


Heapquarters ArMy oF THE Soutn, Columbus, Georgia, July 6, 1836. 

Sir: I came up from Fort Mitchell last evening, on business with his excellency Governor Schley, and 
shall return this evening. ° 

I have had no report from Major General Jesup since he left Fort Mitchell to join the Alabamians, 22 
miles west, on the 3d instant. 

By a letter just received from Colonel Beall I learn that he has the party of Indians he was sent in 
pursuit of shut up in a large swamp in Baker county, about 110 miles below this, and a little southeast 
of Fort Gaines. He has had several affairs with that party—killed nine, and wounded many more. The 
swamp being long and deep, he has called for reinforcements, and I am in the act of sending off, in two 
steamboats, which will probably ascend the Flint river some twenty or forty miles, about 160 foot volun- 
teers and 40 friendly Indians to him. The Indians in the swamp, who may amount to about 150 warriors, 
are supposed to have with them not only nearly all the Creek slaves, but most of the blacks taken in the 
war from our people. 

I think it impossible for the hostile fugitives to escape. Below the swamp, towards Florida, there is 
a wide tract of open pine-wood country, and Colonel Beall will have, by to-night, about 400 volunteer 
horse with him, besides many individual volunteers of Baker county. 

I send copies of letters addressed by me to Brigadier General Moore and Lieutenant Johnson, of the 
navy. It seems, however, that I have not brought with me the copy of my communication to Brigadier 
General Wool, which was despatched from this place yesterday morning. [Perhaps it was sent by my 
aide-de-camp with a previous letter to you; I shall inquire on my retnrn to Fort Mtichell.] 

In that letter I gave him a statement of affairs in this quarter, and said that I should probably be 
able to send him, if needed, the detachment of United States marines and some companies (belonging to 
the upper country of Georgia and Alabama) of volunteers. 

I have no report from the parties of horse ordered to pursue the sixteen hostile Creeks who got 
across the Chattahoochee on the 3d instant, eighteen miles below this. This party of fugitives- cannot 
escape. 
In haste, I remain, with great respect, your most obedient servant, 

WINFIELD SCOTT. 
Brigadier General Jones, Adjutant General U. S. A. 


No. 250. 


Hrapquarters Army or THE Sour, Lort Mitchell, July 4, 1836. 

Sir: I addressed a letter to you yesterday from Roanoke, and despatched it by a party of Georgia 
horse. 

That letter was, in great haste, an answer, by anticipation, to yours of the 2d instant, which I had 
the pleasure of receiving this morning by the hands of Major Huger. 

If the outstanding hostile parties of Creek Indians can be captured or forced to come in and to sur- 
render in eight or ten days, (and I think they may by great activity on the of the Georgia and Ala- 
bama volunteers, ) it will give me great pleasure to have all the volunteers discharged at the end of that 
time. But little remains to be accomplished, and the mounted troops are the best calculated to perform 
what remains to be done. I therefore, and I think you will concur with me, adhere to the opinion 
expressed to you in my letter of yesterday. 

I have made many suggestions to Major Huger, which he will communicate to you, respecting, among 
other things, the payment of your brigade on its discharge from the service. 

1 remain, sir, with high respect, your most obedient servant, 





WINFIELD SCOTT. 


Brig. Gen. Moorr, Commanding Brigade Alabama Volunteers. 





No. 251. 


Heapquarters Army or THE Soutu, Fort Mitchell, July 5, 1836. 


Sir: I should be glad to avail myself of the services of the armed steamer under your command for 
a week or two on this river; but apprehending that she will be still more important to his excellency 
Governor Call in the prosecution of the war against the Seminole Indians, I have to request that you 
repair to St. Mark’s in her, and report yourself to him. 

In descending this river, I wish you to stop at Colonel Henderson’s post, a few miles below this, and 
bring up the detachment of United States marines under his command, or so much of it as your boat can 
conveniently accommodate, to Fort Mitchell. 

If, in descending this river, you should discover any party of hostile Creek Indians crossing, I need 
not say that you will do what you can to capture or destroy them, but I will beg you to give the promptest 
information of the movement to the nearest military post, that pursuit may be made by land without 
delay. 

I do not know that any other armed steamer may be expected in this river from Pensacola. Should 
you, however, meet with one, you will direct her to accompany you to St. Mark’s, and report her for ser- 
vice as above. If you should speak another, please let her proceed to report tu me, or rather send to me 
the boat of the lightest draught of water of the two. She may be highly useful if here in the next two 
weeks. 

Wishing you a prosperous return to Florida, I remain, sir, with great respect, your obedient servant, 

WINFIELD SCOTT. 

Lieutenant Jonnsoy, U. S. Navy, Oommanding the armed steamer the American. 
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No. 252. 
I[rapquarters Army or THE Sovurn, Fort Mitchell, July 5, 1836. 


Sir: I have the honor to report, by direction of Major General Scott, that, owing to the position of 
the troops, and their having been continually in motion, it has been impossible to obtain a correct return 
of the force under his command. 

As an approximation, there are of United States artillery, at and about this post, 547, and 156 of 
infantry, about 400 United States marines eight miles below, 4,155 of the Georgia line at and between 
Columbus and Roanoke, including the three companies of mounted volunteers detached in the direction of 
Baker county, in this State, and about 600 Georgians at West Point, twenty miles above Columbus on 
this river. Major General Patterson’s command of Alabamians at and about Tuskegee consists of about 
3,000 men, and Brigadier General Moore’s brigade south of the Cowackee of about 1,300 men, making in 
all an aggregate of 10,158, of whom 1,103 are regulars, 4,755 Georgians, and 4,300 Alabamians. 

A return of this force will be forwarded as soon as the necessary information can be obtained. 

I am, sir, with great respect, your obedient servant, 
THOS. J. LEE, Lieut. 4th Artillery, Aide-de-camp. 

Brigadier General Jones, Adjutant General. 





Recapitulation of force serving in the Creek campaign under Major General Scott, in June—taken from the 
annexed official statement, dated Fort Mitchell, July 5, 1836. 




















RECAPITULATION. 
| | 
| Total regulars. | Total militia. | Aggregate regu- 
lars and militia. 
REGULARS. | 
Artillery ....... Sup maeeulia RS dibariddvhinwneas wedawed EA ek orawennd 547 
ef LCT TU REET Pidd dead sd eek LEM REEL Kew] Toe F kawcescwdds 156 
Ot Cees Pee COUPES TSS Vea exe e ee siriaen og a CO ree 400 
MILITIA. 
Ee ree ee ee reer Re ee ee ee ere 4,155 4,155 
DI Cire sss sbubdmos PE wh hw didad vib GENS OKOG AN RRNA eee ewe’ 600 600 
SPOT Eee? eee TT TTT ERT ee ee ee, eee eeiwate 4, 300 4, 300 
Aggregate regulars and militia........... ee 1, 103 9, 055 10, 158 








Apgutant GeneraL’s Orrice, Washington, July 18, 1836. 





No. 2538. 


Heapquarters Army oF THE Sovutn, Fort Mitchell, July 4, 1836. 


Stir: I have received a copy of your instructions from the War Department, and been directed to 
Lieutenant Colonel Broome, of the United States marines, from the mere 


open a communication with you. 
It will probably be agreeable to him 


impulse of patriotism, has volunteered to bear this, my first letter. 
to bring me your reply. 

I think it probable that you will find the Cherokees very generally disposed to observe the relations 
of amity with our people about them. My latest information is to that effect, and I have not the time to 
refer to his excellency Governor Schley, now at Columbus, for better and more recent intelligence. It is 
my belief, however, that some, if not many of the hostile Creeks have taken refuge among the Cherokees; 
and had you not been specially charged with representing the United States in that quarter, I should 
have inquired at the proper time into this matter, and have marched against the Cherokees, if every fugi- 
tive had not been delivered over to my orders. As it is, I can only call your attention to the subject. 

By far the greater number of hostile Creek warriors have voluntarily and unconditionally surrendered 
themselves; another portion has been captured without resistance, and the remainder, probably less than 
two hundred, are yet to be captured or forced in. Some of the latter, we know, have crossed the river 
in the hope of finding their way into Florida, I have, in two or three cases, despatched strong parties of 
horse in pursuit, with, I think, good hope of suecess; and I shall constantly scour the country lately occu- 
pied by them, in search of the handfulls who are lurking in the swamps for concealment, or watching 
opportunities to get off to Florida. These employments occupy a very large number of troops; for exam- 
ple, the left bank of the Chattahoochee, for more than forty miles, is kept lined with Georgia mounted men; 
an Alabama brigade, consisting, mostly, of the same kind of troops, is kept extended from east to west 
a little above Irwinton. Scouring parties are kept constantly out between this place and that line, and 
two or three small battalions of regulars are immediately to take positions on the great mail road between 
Columbus and Montgomery, in order to restore the communication between those places. Besides the 
troops so employed, detachments of regulars are needed to escort the Indian prisoners and emigrants, at 
least as far as Montgomery, if not all the way to Arkansas. The West Tennesseeans have not arrived at 
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Montgomery. <A thousand of these, by direction of the War Department, I have ordered to Florida. The 
remainder will be held for a short time in reserve. 

Notwithstanding all the calls for troops, and which will be continued perhaps for ten or twenty days 
more, some of them for a much longer period, I shall, I do not doubt, very soon be able to send you very 
efficient reinforcement: about 400 United States marines certainly; 2d, some three or four companies of 
volunteers from Georgia, and as many from Alabama, (all from the neighborhood of the Cherokees, ) 
probably; and, 3d, the remainder of the West Tennessee brigade, to be held in reserve, near Montgomery, 
pretty certainly. 

I have requested Lieutenant Colonel Broome, whom I have pleasure in presenting to you, to get, in 
going and returning, the best information as to the routes leading to the Cherokee country, the means of 
subsistence, &c. 

I remain, sir, with great respect, your most obedient servant, 
WINFIELD SCOTT. 
Brigadier General Woor, United States Army, Commanding, é&c.. 





No. 254. 
Hrapquarters Army oF THE Sovutu, Fort Mitchell, July 6, 1836. 


Sir: With the effective men of your battalion, which has so handsomely volunteered for the service, 

you will, on board the Metamora and Reindeer, embark without delay, and proceed by water and land to 
that part of the Chikasahatchee swamp where Colonel Beall, of the Georgia volunteers, is now operating 
against a party of hostile Creek Indians, who have been pursued to that fastness. In preference you 
will approach the swamp from below, unless the position of Colonel Beall and his forces should take you 
in a different direction in order to join him; of course you will report yourself to him and receive his 
orders. 
At or before your arrival at Fort Gaines you will inquire and satisfy yourself as to the best route of 
reaching the theatre of operations in the shortest time. Perhaps the information you may receive will 
lead you to debark your detachment on the Chattahoochee, and thence proceed by land; but more probably 
you will find it best to ascend the Flint river as high as practicable, and thence to march to the theatre 
of operations. 

You are at liberty to employ a few wagons from the point of landing, sufficient to take your surplus 
provisions and ammunition, a portion of which, no doubt, is much needed by the troops already with 
Colonel Beall. 

If you can find the means of communicating to Celonel Beall (or commanding officer) by express the 
route by which you are approaching him, you will not fail to do so. Inform him of the surplus stores you 
may have with you. 

I leave it to your discretion to retain the two steamboats for your return, directing them to meet 
you at such point as you may designate. The boats may also be needed to bring up all the sick and 
wounded of the detachments now engaged with the Indians in that quarter. 

Wishing you and your gallant battalion success, and fully persuaded that everything will be done to 
insure success, I remain, sir, with great respect, your obedient servant, 

WINFIELD SCOTT. 


I have directed the medical director of the army, Dr. Lawson, in concurrence with your surgeon, to 
have a good supply of medicines and hospital stores to be put on board your two boats, 

I have sent Paddy Carr to you to say I have directed him to have ready immediately a party of thirty 
or forty of his best Indian warriors to accompany you. He will be obliged to obtain a part of them at 
Fort Mitchell. Please direct one of your boats to stop there a short time to get those warriors. Keep 
the whole of Paddy’s party with your battalion, unless otherwise ordered by Colonel Beall, and please 
subsist and treat them kindly; they have heretofore behaved well. wie 


Major Hoxtr, Commanding Columbus Volunteers, Columbus. 





No. 255. 
Heapquarters OF THE Army, Washington, June 25, 1836. 

Sir: It is represented to the War Department that a large force of hostile Creek Indians will probably 
make their way into Florida, and, in consequence, the Secretary deems it very important that a strong 
force should be stationed so as to prevent the escape of the Creeks in that direction; it is therefore the 
order of the Secretary of War that you station a sufficient force so as to prevent them making their 
escape and taking that direction. 

I have the honor to be, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
ALEX. MACOMB, Major General, Commanding-in-chief. 

Major General Scorr. 


Heapquarters OF THE Army, Washington, June 28, 1836. 


Sir: I have received, through the Secretary of War, the order of the President to call you to the 
seat of government. You will, therefore, on the receipt of this letter, turn over to Brevet Major General 
Jesup the command of the truops serving against the hostile Creeks, and repair to the city of Washington, 

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, sir, your most obedient servant, 
ALEX. MACOMB, Major General, Commanding-in-chief. 


Major General Wiyrte.p Scorr, Fort Mitchell, Alabama. 
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No. 257. 
Iapquarters oF THE Army, Washington, June 28, 1836. 


Str: Major General Scott having been ordered to the seat of government, the command of the troops 
serving against the hostile Creeks is, by direction of the President, hereby vested in you. The instruc- 
tions which you received from the War Department, on leaving Washington for the Creek nation, will be 
your guide in executing the important duties which are hereby again devolved on you. 

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, sir, your obedient servant, 
ALEX. MACOMB, Major General, Commanding-in-chief. 


Major General Jesup, Fort Mitchell. 


No. 258, 
Cotumevs, Georgia, July 8, 1836. 


Sir: Late in the evening of the 6th instant I had the honor to receive your letter of the 28th ultimo, 


and one of the same date from the adjutant general. I had transacted much business that day, besides 


issuing the orders, copies of which will be enclosed to the adjutant general. 

Yesterday I wrote and despatched to Major General Jesup the order turning over the command to 
him, and have confined myself to the mere business of advising with Major General Sanford, Brigadier 
Gencral Fenwick, the quartermaster and commissary, (to prevent the public service from suffering, Major 
General Jesup being at a distance from this place,) since the receipt of the letter recalling me. 

To put my successor fully in possession of everything material to his station, I have carefully looked 
over my books and papers, and have caused copies of a great many papers to be made out for him which 


will be transmitted. 
Many other copies of papers will be transmitted to the adjutant general to-day by Lieutenant Lee, 


my late aide-de-camp. 
I set out this morning for the north in order to reach Charleston this day week, to take the steamboat 
of that day for Norfolk, and shall lose no time in presenting myself at Washington. 
I have the honor to be, sir, with great respect, your most obedient servant, 


WINFIELD SCOTT 


Major General Macoss, General-in-chief United States Army. 


No. 259. 
ORDER No. 29. 


HrapguarTERS ARMY OF THE Sovru, Columbus, Georgia, July 7, 1836. 


Major General Scott has been called to Washington, and the command of this army devolves, from 
the publication of this order, on Major General Jesup, to whom, in future, all reports and applications 
will be made. 

The Creek war, though yet to be wound up, may be considered as virtually over. Two parties of 
the hostile Indians, which have escaped to this side of the Chattahoochee, are now hotly pursued. The 
larger of those parties is shut up in a swamp, and from the strength of Colonel Beall’s detachment, that 
under Captain Jernigan, and the reinforcement sent hence under Major Hoxie, a capture of the whole 
body of the fugitives seems to be inevitable. The other hostile party wil, probably, from the measures 
in operation, share the same fate. In the late Creek country the number of the enemy to be captured or 
forced to surrender is considered quite inconsiderable. 

Major General Scott regrets that, from the suddenness of his separation from the army, the opportunity 
is lost to him of doing that full justice to all the corps he has had the honor to command, which their 
patriotism, zeal, and gallantry claim at his hands, and indeed from the highest sources—the government 
and country. 

To his excellency the governor of Georgia, who has remained on the frontier in order to lend himself in 
every way powerfully to the prosecution of the war, the particular thanks of Major General Scott are due. 
Before the Georgia line could be mustered into the service of the United States his excellency had made 
dispositions of his armed troops, not only to protect his own frontier, but to prevent the escape of the enemy 
in the direction of Florida. This was the great danger to be guarded against, and all that zeal and 
ability could effect on his part has been put in practice and accomplished. It is hoped that this slight 
acknowledgment made to the chief magistrate of a powerful,and patriotic State may not be deemed 
impertinent because coming from a military functionary of the United States. It is eminently deserved. 
Of the Georgia line, which has constantly acted under the immediate observation of Major General Scott, 
he will ever be happy to speak in terms of the highest approbation That line has, under its immediate 
and able commander, Major General Sanford, throughout evinced the best dispositions—a readiness to 
obey orders, to march against the enemy, and to win honor for itself, for Georgia, and the Union. The 
greater part of it for a long time was held inactive for the want of arms which, by a series of strange 
accidents, failed to arrive, whilst other portions of the same line, in positions on the river, had frequent 
and severe Combats with the enemy. In these, if the Georgian detachments were not always successful, 
they at least were ready to oppose an obstinate resistance to superior numbers. Captains Garmany, 
Jernigan, Ball, and Fluellen, with their companies, won for themselves much distinction on those occasions, 
whilst Captains Dawson and Pearson, cruising with their companies on board steamboats, rendered highly 
valuable services. Captain Dawson on several occasions displayed the greatest judgment and intrepidity 
in marching to the relief of the fixed posts, and landing in the presence of the enemy, in order to destroy 
his means of passing the river. 
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Of the Alabama line, with the exception of Brigadier General Moore’s brigade, Major General Scott 
cannot speak either from his own observation or on a direct correspondence. Major General Jesup, him- 
self an able commander and a competent judge, in his reports speaks highly of Major General Patterson 
and his division, and it is directly known that Brigadier General Moore, placed on the lower line of 
operations, has, acting almost independently, made able dispositions of his brigade, and has captured 
more than two hundred prisoners. 

To the regular troops, including the United States marines, the usual praise is due: they have 
exhibited steadiness, discipline, and an eager desire to come in contact with the enemy. Although 
disappointed in that favorite wish, they have in all other respects rendered themselves highly useful. 

It is known that the friendly Indians acting as auxiliaries under General Woodward and others have 
rendered valuable services, To them a great number of the captures and voluntary surrenders are to be 
attributed. 

With his temporary staff—Colonel Kenan, volunteer aide-de-camp; Major Ansart, acting inspector 
general, and Lieutenants T. J. Lee and Betts, aides-de-camp; also Surgeon Dr. Lawson, medical director 
of the army—Major General Scott cannot take leave without expressing his hearty thanks for the zeal, 
ability, and courtesy which each has displayed in the performance of his particular duties. 

Major Ansart, 3d artillery, having tendered the resignation of his commission, which will be for- 
warded to Washington, he has permission to repair to that place, after having performed the special 
duties in which he is now engaged, and await the decision of the government. 

Colonel Kenan, duly mustered into the service of the United States on the Ist ultimo, is hereby 
discharged with honor and thanks from that service. 

Lieutenant T. J. Lee, at the expiration of a week, and Lieutenant Betts, at the expiration of a month, 
will join their respective companies for duty. 

Surgeon Lawson will report by letter to Major General Jesup. 





WINFIELD SCOTT, 


No. 260. 


Heapquarrers Eastern Department, Washington, July 20, 1836. 


Sir: For the information of the proper authority, I have the honor to enclose a copy of a letter, 
dated at Tuskegee the 7th instant, from Major General Jesup to me, and which contains important 
intelligvence. 

The letter was written before it was known to General Jesup that I had turned over the command 
of the army of the south to him, and overtook me at Charleston, South Carolina. 

I remain, sir, with great respect, your most obedient servant, 
WINFIELD SCOTT. 

Brigadier General Jones, Adjutant General United States Army. 


P. S—As early as the 26th ultimo, I requested Major General Jesup to order Neo Mico and his band 
to be disarmed and secured. 


W.S. 


No. 261. 


Heanguarters Seconp Army Corps’ Soutnern Army, Tuskegee, July 7, 1836. 

Sir: I arrived here yesterday with the volunteers of General Patterson’s command, and expected to 
start a party of four hundred Indians, but at least a thousand of Neo Mico’s party went off yesterday 
and last night, and have proceeded up the country to Tuckabatche, Hajo’s camp, or town, in Chambers 
county. I shall send the mounted men in pursuit to-morrow. 

If the marines can be spared, I request that they may be placed on the mail road from Columbus 
to Tuskegee, subject to my orders, say twelve or fourteen miles from Columbus, at the stage-house. I 
will place a detachment about twelve miles from Tuskegee. Those posts established, an order or proclama- 
tion directing all Indians to go north of the mail road, and confine themselves to their camps or villages, 
and declaring all to be hostile who shall be found south of it, or traversing any portion of the country 
north or south, and directing that they be treated as such, would have the effect to close the difficulties 
in this country. 

The negotiation with Neo Mico has proved that the best argument with Indians is formed not of 
words, but of powder and lead; and I have this moment informed the chief, from whose camp Neo Mico’s 
party has fled, that I shall use no other argument in future. 

I enclose a letter from General Moore, referred to me by General Patterson; and I am, sir, respectfully, 

TH. 8S. JESUP, Major General. 

Major General Scott, Commanding Southern Army, Columbus, Georgia.. 





No. 262. 


HeapqvuarTers ARMY OF THE Soutu, Tuskegee, Alabama, September 9, 1836. 


Sir: I have just received from a friend a Richmond Enquirer of the 15th of July, which contains a 
report of General Scott, dated at Fort Mitchell on the 2d of July. In that report the general has stated, 
upon the authority of Colonel Henderson, that two hundred and fifty Indians had surrendered to General 
Watson. 

I enclose a copy of a letter from Colonel Henderson and an extract from a letter of General Watson 
on the subject. 
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I have to request that this communication, with the papers enclosed, be laid before the Secretary of 
War and the general-in-chief; and, if General Scott has not corrected his report, I desire that they may 
be published. 

I have the honor to be, sir, your obedient servant, 
TH. S. JESUP, Major Generol. 


Brigadier General R. Jones, Adjutant General United States Army, Washington City. 





{[Memorandum. | 


The only reply that I have to make to this letter is to request that the court will refer to my letter, in 
evidence, to the adjutant general, dated July 2, (document No. 243.) . 
WINFIELD SCOTT. 


Frepericktown, Maryland, January 19, 1837. 





Herapquarters OF THE Martine Corps, Zallahassee, August 30, 1836. 

GeneraL: I have just received your letter of this date. . 

In the report made by me to General Scott, dated the 28th June, I was led, by information derived 
from a lieutenant of Captain Love’s company of mounted volunteers, to state to General Scott that two 
hundred and fifty Indians had surrendered to General Watson without firing a gun. The volunteer officer’s 
statement was so distinct that I did not doubt its correctness. 

A day or two afterwards I ascertained that no such event had taken place, and, meeting General 
Scott on board of a steamboat passing up the Chattahoochee, I told him in what manner I was led into 
the error. He mentioned at the time that he had seen General Watson, and had found that my statement 
was erroneous, 

I remain, general, with great respect, your obedient servant, 
ARCH. HENDERSON, Colonel Commandant. 


Major General Tuomas 8S. Jesup, Commanding Army of the South, Headquarters, Tallahassee. 





Extract of a letter from General J. Watson, of Georgia, to Major General Jesup, commanding army of the 
south. 
TALLAHASSEE, August 30, 1836. 


I was at the taking of no party of hostiles, except that of Jim Henry, some fifteen or twenty miles 
south of Fort Mitchell, where you were present yourself, and in command. I was with you without rank, 
as a volunteer private citizen. 


With great respect, your obedient servant, 
J. WATSON, 


No. 263. 


Remarks upon an editorial article headed “The Army,” published in the Courier and Enquirer of the 26th of 
July, 18236. 


The article is offensive in the language used, and incorrect in the statements presented, in reference 
to the difficulties between General Scott and General Jesup. 

But for the injurious character of these misstatements, their correction might be left to the anticipated 
investigation, or to the voluntary action of General Scott, who will, it is hoped, indignantly contradict 
imputations upon a brother officer which he well knows to be untrue. 

A brief sketch of the facts will at least suspend public opinion until official inquiry shall exhibit a 
conclusive exposition of the questions in issue. 

While there was yet a probability of bringing the Seminole war to a close, General Scott was directed 
to give his attention to the Creek difficulties. Some time after these difficulties grew more serious, and 
General Scott being deemed fully occupied by the, as yet, unchecked Seminoles, Major General Jesup was, 
on the 19th of May, specially charged with the direction of the Creek war. 

He met at Augusta, Georgia, Major General Scott, who had left Florida, where much certainly 
remained to be done, to assume the command in the Creek country. General Jesup willingly consented 
to take the second place; proceeded with General Scott to Columbus, and thence to Tuskegee, Alabama, 
and assumed command, on the 9th of June, of the western or Alabama frontier, General Scott reserving 
to himself the immediate command of the eastern or Georgia frontier. 

The editorial assertion that General Jesup, ‘as soon as HE Frounp that Scott had been ordered to con- 
duct the war against the Creeks, * * * determined * * * to procure the recall of his superior 
officer,” is not merely incorrect in every particular, but the extreme reverse is truth. 

So far from desiring the recall of General Scott, he willingly served under him; and next to his 
solicitude for the public service, was his anxious desire to enable an old brother in arms to recover in 
Alabama the military reputation lost in Florida. 

Even in the heat and excitement of the collision with General Jesup, General Scott frankly recognized 
and acknowledged the chivalric courtesy and self-sacrificing spirit which had marked his conduct from 
the moment of their meeting at Augusta. 
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As the collision is at present purely official, it is to be regretted that the partisans of General Scott 
should render the discussion personal. For this error they will merit the censure of the distinguished 
individual they mean to serve. a 

Returning to the sketch of operations, we find General Scott’s plan of campaign announced to be— 

First. To man the south and southeast frontier, to prevent the Indians from passing to Florida. 

Second. The first being accomplished, to unite the disposable forces at the south line and sweep 
northward through the Creek country. 

As a preliminary part of this plan, General Jesup was directed to move southward to Irwinton with 
such force as he should succeed in raising, and, there uniting with General Scott’s forces, move northward. 

The number of troops needed to sentinel this extended line of some hundred miles; the time required 
to raise, organize, equip, and station them; their probable inability when stationed to effect the object 
proposed; and the intervening unstayed progress of Indian barbarities, were considerations lost on none 
but General Scott. 

It is unnecessary to examine this plan in detail.* Had all the means been in readiness, and had 
they been energetically and rapidly applied, it is possible that the result might have been successful. As 
it was, all felt its inapplicability 

The frequent alarms, the excited state of public feeling, the eager restlessness of the volunteer troops, 
and, above all, the devastations daily reported, called imperatively for immediate and effective action. 

The mode of operations kept in view by General Jesup was, to strike the enemy at once, to check 
barbarities upon the whites by forcing the Indians to defend their own families; and, instead of forcing 
them from Florida by sentinels posted from Columbus to Flint river, and from Irwinton to Montgomery, 
to seek them in their camps, find, fight, and capture them. . 

Anxious to secure the country and General Scott himself from the evil consequences cf a plan which 
there were neither means nor time to execute, General Jesup determined to protect his frontier by prompt 
movements upon the Indians, in as far as it was possible to make them without disobeying the orders of 
General Scott. 

On the 9th of June he assumed command of the Alabama troops, the disposable force being seven 
hundred volunteers, under Major General Patterson 

The friendly Indians were ordered to rendezvous, the warriors to join as auxiliaries—their families 
to remain at the rendezvous and be fed by the government. The hostile and doubtful Indians in the vicinity 
were disarmed, and placed in charge of friendly chiefs. 

June 12.—Pursuant to General Scott’s order, he started to Irwinton, taking in his route the camp of 
Eneah Mico and Eneah Mathla, where the hostile Indians were concentrated with their families, property, 
plunder, &c. 

Eneah Mico’s camp was broken up; the chief, with a portion of his band, came into a friendly camp, 
and asked to be treated as hostiles disarmed. 

June 15.—While on the march, Eneah Mathla, the active head of the hostile party, was apprehended 
by an advance scout of friendly Indians, four hundred of whom joined on the 13th. 

June 17.—Approached within five miles of Eneah Mathla’s camp—was joined by eleven hundred and 
fifty Indian warriors. 

The singular order from General Scott “ to cease all offensive movements,” was here received. Con- 
fident that if General Scott knew his force and position, he would desire him to improve the sought-for 
opportunity of striking the enemy, General Jesup despatched an express with a letter, from which the 
sentence below is extracted, and on the morning of the 18th of June pushed forward to the enemy’s camp. 


General Jesup to General Scott, in reply to first letter forbidding offensive movements. 
[Extract. ] 


“Camp on THE Hatcuycuvssy, five miles from Eneah Mathla’s camp, June 17, 1836. 


“T would have struck the enemy to-night but for your letter. If he is not struck to-morrow morning 
he will escape for the present; but the force I have in the field is sufficient to pursue and reduce him.” 


The answer reached General Jesup in the just-deserted camp of Eneah Mathla, when active pursuit 
was alone necessary to entire success—containing a peremptory repetition of the order to cease instantly 
all offensive operations. 

General Jesup gave directions for large reconnoitring parties to hold the enemy in check, and has- 
tened in person to Fort Mitchell, eighteen miles distant, to see General Scott. The latter having left for 
Columbus, a second express was sent to him, with a letter stating frankly General Jesup’s opinions, and 
-arnestly entreating him (General Scott) to adopt a different and more efficient course. The question of 
its publication is referred to General Scott, who can thus satisfactorily answer some of the offensive 
impntations upon General Jesup’s motives. 

The memoranda of this date by the writer refute the charge attempted to be made against General 
Jesup, of taking a position in which subsistence and forage could not be procured. Besides that taken 
from the enemy, eighty thousand rations ordered from New Orleans, by General Jesup, before he left 
Washington city, arrived on the 18th of June, five days before his rations were exhausted, within eighteen 
miles of his camp, and a considerable quantity of forage, pursuant to his previous directions, was pro- 
vided and ready at a point twenty miles distant. 

June 19.—General Jesup returned to camp. The reconnoitring parties brought in several prisoners, 
and certain information of the hostile parties. This information removed the only serious objection that 
had been made against General Jesup’s operations, viz: that he would force the Indians across the river 
towards Florida. Durectly the reverse had actually occurred. 

The parties on the river preparing to cross fled inwards to the swamps, under shelter of the main 
body; in a few instances leaving their families in their flight. Some of them were brought in with the 
prisoners. 

June 20 —General Scott continued unshaken in his resolution that the enemy should not be beaten, 
except by the regular course of his own ‘plan of campaign.” 


© General Jesup was understood to disapprove THE DELAY in executing the plan, not the plan itself. 
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The communications earnestly urgiug a change of this determination had elicited only replies of the 
most exceptionable nature. 

As the orders were well known to all, an offensive movement could not be made without avowed 
disobedience of orders, and this in a camp only preserved from mutiny against the “ unaccountable jirm- 
ness” of General Scott by the most strenuous efforts of the officers. 

Even had General Jesup determined to disregard the repeated and peremptory order, it would have 
been impossible to attack and effectually conquer the enemy before an order for his arrest could have 
reached him from General Scott, (only twenty-eight miles distant.) 

Thus compelled to inaction, he sent out some of the prisoners to summon the enemy to surrender, and 
kept the troops in position to enforce the summons. The consequence was, that, on the 22d, three hundred 
hostile warriors laid down their arms, and one thousand of the hostile party surrendered themselves 
unconditionally prisoners 

The position of General Jesup presented no alternative. He could not remain under the command of 
one who had alike disregarded the good of the public service, and the personal feelings and professional 
reputation of those who had labored most zealously and efficiently. 

In three days after assuming command General Jesup had marched upon the strongholds of the 
enemy, with a volunteer force not greater than General Scott could have called together at any point of 
the Georgia line; had checked the devastations, and effectually secured the Alabama frontier; had raised 
an auxiliary force of fifteen hundred Indian warriors, from materials alike accessible to General Scott 
and himself; had seized the principal chiefs; broken up the hostile confederacy; taken and disarmed a 
portion of the hostiles; ; and, on the eve of closing the war, is arrested from doing it—because, forsooth, 
General Scott’s plan of opel rations prescribed a later day and a larger force, (facing worn instead of south 
for effecting it.) 

In these measures General Jesup had been greatly aided by the judicious arrangements of Governor 
Clay, and ably seconded by the prompt and energetic efforts of Major General Patterson, his officers and 
troops, and by the active and efficient corps of Indian warriors he had called into the United States ser- 
vice. By these the advantages had been obtained. And being thus halted in their consummation, General 
Jesup determined to ask to be relieved, and to place the immediate command of the Alabama troops with 
the State officers. 

June 20, General Jesup made full report of the operations of the 2d army corps, and closed with the 
following paragraph : 

[ Extract. } 
“Camp Hatcuycuunsy, June 20, 1836. 

“As I was placed on this service by the express order of the President, I shall apply to him to be 
relieved, and shall demand a court of inquiry. 

“J shall await your order as to the disposition of force,” &c. 


The channel of official communication was through General Scott. To make the application through 
him to the President would have been indelicate, if not improper, especially until it was seen whether he 
would or would not arrest General Jesup for his advance upon the enemy. 

An official communication direct to the President, or through any officers of the War Department, must 
have, in substance, preferred charges against General Scott, and rendered necessary his immediate arrest. 

Desirous of withdrawing himself trom the duty with the least prejudice to General Scott and the 
public service, yet without admitting he was in error, he perceived and determined to adopt the only mode 
that would relieve the subject from all embarrassments, viz: expressing to the President, in a communica- 
tion which was not of necessity official, his desire to be relieved. This could only be done through a 
mutual acquaintance—it was so done—by letter of same date with that to General Scott just quoted. 

The President thought proper to render this letter an official document, and as such it is to be considered. 

The documents forwarded by General Scott, including his letters to General Jesup, attacking him 
with the severest censures, and in effect preferring the most serious charges, were then before the govern- 
ment, were considered by the President, and on General Scott’s own showing the decision was probably 
founded. 

The editor’s assertion that the communication to the President was “a stab in the dark,” “an attack 
upon General Scott,” “an attempt to procure his removal,” can now be understood and appreciated. 

General Scott was advised on the 20th that the application to be relieved would be made. As it was 
not sent through him, HE KNEW it was an UNOFFICIAL communication, and should have appreciated the 
motive which induced General Jesup to thus decline preferring charges against him. 

General Jesup’s opinions of his errors and delays were fully, emphatically, and earnestly urged 
upon him. 

The papers containing the whole correspondence were placed by General Scott before the govern- 
ment; his recall was the revulsion of his own attack on General Jesup, or rather the inevitable result of 
exhibiting the circumstances. 

The request to be relieved having been made, Gencral Jesup left Camp Hatchychubby to report in 
person to General Scott. Illness, the consequence of excessive fatigue, stopped him at Fort Mitchell, and 
the writer, a member of his staff, was ordered to Columbus to communicate with General Scott. 

In the course of the protracted official conversation with General Scott, the considerations bearing 
upon the unpleasant difference were mentioned and discussed, especially those having reference to General 
Jesup’s request to be relieved. The occasion being presented, it gave the writer great pleasure to bear 
witness to the unvarying tenor of General Jesup’s expressions and conduct toward General Scott, and 
still greater pleasure to hear them gratefully acknowledged by him. 

The subsequent withdrawal by: General Scott of what was personally offensive, reduced the differences 
to questions purely official, and until decided upon by the government, before which General Scott had 
laid them, both officers continued in the perfurmance of their respective duties. 


Seconp Army Corps, June 23. 


Hostile Indian prisoners were brought to Fort Mitchell, and retained there nine days, to enable the 
civil authorities (of Georgia particularly) to identify and demand the offenders against their laws. 
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Seconp Army Corps, June 24. 
General Jesup, with a detachment of Alabama volunteers and Indian w: arriors, seized Jim Henry’ 
party, the chief and a few men only escaping. 


inst Army Corps. 
On the same day General Scott moved south and commenced active operations, pursuant to his plan of 
campaign, without havi ing received the arms and ordnance stores for which he had be en some time waiting. 
On July 2 he reached Fort Mitchell; having, by fatiguing and difficult marches, swept the country, 
as proposed in his plan, from the south nortlw: ard, and capture d one Indian and one Indi: an negro. 


Srconp Army Corps. 
The chief Jim Henry, taken by the Indian warriors in the vicinity of General Patterson’s Ss camp. 
Seconp Army Corps, July 5. 


A detachment of 600 men passed into the camp where the hostiles had taken refuge. All, with the 
exception of Neahmicco and thirty men, escaped. Having ascertained their routes, 900 of them were 
taken on the 9th and 10th of July. 

Twenty-seven hundred of the hostile party, including eight hundred warriors, and including forty 
criminals delivered to the civil authorities, have been taken, sent west, and are now probably at their 
destined homes. 

Their capture closed the Creek war. The subsequent difficulties have grown out of causes connected 
with the removal. 

The incidents of the war are mentioned without any intent to claim credit for any individual— 
especially not for General Jesup, who, in his official reports, has assigned the merit of what was done by 
the army corps he commanded, to the officers and soldiers 0 the Alabama troops, and to the officers and 
friendly warriors of the Indian bands who composed that corps. 

It is doubtless true that the successful issue was aided and hastened by the tone General Jesup 
assumed towards the Indians, from the day when, to enter upon his command, he, with an escort of 120 men, 
pushed through the heart of the enemy’s country, near the camp of Neahmicco, where were 600 hostile 
warriors, to the time when his orders were (and are) obeyed by the Indian chiefs with the punctuality 
and promptness of military discipline; by his measures for raising an Indian force for separating the 
friendly and the warriors from those decidedly hostile; and by his exertions as commanding general of 
the corps. 

The Georgia troops, however restless under the inaction imposed on them by want of arms, and by 
Major General Scott’s “plan of campaign,” have nobly redeemed the time then lost, by their conduct in 
the Creek country, and more recently in the contest with the Creeks, some of whom, in consequence of 
the late orders for removal, are endeavoring to make their way to F lorid: 1, across the line whose defence 
General Jesup confided to General Sanford. 

The foregoing remarks answer the abusive article of the Courier and Enquirer, in all things except 
the inapplicable epithets which I regret to find in an appeal to “ officers of the army” by a person who 
has served long enough in our ranks to have learned a different language. 

I close these remarks as the editor closed his article, by saying they are respectfully submitted to 
the public, in order that the officers of the army may properly apprec iate the conduct of Major General 
Jesup 
J. F. LANE, Captain Uniled States Army. 
Creek Uountry, August 8, 1836. 


No. 264. 


Wasuineton Ciry, January 8, 1837. 


Sir: I intended to have attended the court of inquiry at Frederick, in conformity with your notifica- 
tion of the 2d instant, but perceiving from a letter of General Scott, just published in the Richmond 
Enquirer, that interrogatories (by letter) may be propounded to those at a distance who cannot conve- 
niently appear in court personally, I must beg the favor of the court to be permitted to give my deposition 
in this way. From the circumstance that General Jesup’s letter to me (which appears in the Globe of 
September 26) being called for in your summons, I presume that my testimony is cnly wanted to verify 
itas his. I know nothing of the causes of the failure of the southern campaigns, and if, as I suppose, 
the proof that the letter published as General Jesup’s is really Ais be all that is expected of me, it can 
he so readily obtained by my deposition, that I have felt it my duty (being an officer of the House of 
Representatives and engaged in daily attendance upon it) to decline the journey to Frederick for the 
present. If it should be the wish of General Scott, at whose instance I am summoned, to interrogate me 
as to anything 1 may know of occurrences in this city, having relation to the officers, the army, or the 
campaigns, | ‘will most cheerfully respond by deposition, stating all I Know, or respond to particular 
questions he may propound. [Tf it should turn ont that the examination in this w: ay prove unsatisfactory, 
I will then go to Frederick and answer personally. 

I send you the Globe of September 26, containing General Jesup’s letter, which I am ready to verify 
as his. 

Your most obedient servant, 
F. P. BLAIR. 

S. Coover, Judge Advocate, Recorder of the Court. 


VOL. ViI——46 e 
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No. 268. 
[From the Globe of the 26th of September, 1836. ] 
TaLLanasser, Alabama, September 3, 1836. 


Dear Sir: I regret that I should have been the cause of bringing you into difficulty. I wrote to you 
at the moment information reached me that General Scott had not only sent copies of his extraordinary 
letters to me to the War Department, but that lie was representing me in his conversations as having 
deranged his plan of campaign, and brought a starving corps of two or three thousand men to consume 
the small quantity of subsistence and forage which he had collected for the Georgia volunteers and 
regular troops. Writing under the iiflucuce of the exasperated feelings produced by the wrong which I 
believed he had done me, and which I shall be able to show at the proper time he did me, I used language 
stronger, perhaps, than ] should under other circumstances have thought necessary; but the language 


used expressed my opinions then; it expresses ny Opinions now. 

Occupied with my public duties, I have no time for defence; and as 1 do not meddle with the polities 
of the country, I would not consent to be defended on party grounds. The questions in regard to the cam- 
paign should be decided on their own merits. I wrote to you, not as a party man, but as a private friend, 
It is true, I wrote to you because you happened to be the editor of the Globe, in the columns of which ] 


expected to see General Scott’s letters spread before the public. i requested you to show my letter to 


the President, as a measure of defence against the charges contained in General Scoit’s letters. The 
result was such as I neither expected nor desired My command having been halted by General 
Seott, when in the presence of the enemy’s principal force, L believed the Indians would disperse into smal 


fighting their foree united, we should have to hunt their parties through the 


parties, and that, in place of 
Having been censured for that which I considered the true 


swamps, as had been necessary in Florida. 
course of operations, and believing I could render no useful service to the country in chasing sinall parties 
through the swamps, I desired, at the time I wrote, to be withdrawn from the army. I informed General 
Scott officially, on the 20th of June, that I should apply to the President to be relieved, and should demand 
a court of inquiry. On the evening of the 23d we met, and an explanation took place. About 10 o'clock 
that night he put into my hands a letter addressed to the Secretary of War or the adjutant general, I do 
not remember which, to part of which I objected, in the presence of his aide and mine. On the morning 
of the 24th he informed me he would ask to withdraw from the files of the War Department the offensive 
letters; and on the 25th IT addressed a letter to the Secretary of War, in which I expressed ny readiness 
to continue under his command until the close of the campaign. I considered all personal difference at 
an end; but I believed, and so expressed myself to those around me, that the government owed it to the 
country to have the whole subject of the campaign investigated. I considered it 10 longer a question 
between General Scott and me, but between him and the country, or me and the country. 


Respectfully, your obedient servant, 
TH. 8. JESUP. 


Francis P. Brarr, Esq., Washington City. 


Heapguarters Army oF THE Sovrn, Columbus, Georgia, June 16, 1836. 


Sin: Since I wrote to you on the 12th, I have heard of the arrival at [Tawkinsville and Macon of 
of the supplies I had ordered via Darien. These are now in wagons, and within two, three, and four days 
of this place. I have also just heard that the muskets ordered from Augusta may be expected here perhaps 
to-morrow. With these arms and the 1,800 accoutrements from Hawkinsville, nearly the whole of the 
Georgia line may be fitted for the field. At present, of the 2,200 men Major General Sanford lias in his camp 
on the other side of the river, only about 400 are armed. All the other armed men have been detached 
below to guard the river, and which, as yet, from the want of men, is but very imperfectly guarded. 

After writing to you on the 12th, I received your letter of the 8th. This would completely have 
mystified me, but for the explanations given by some of the Georgia gentlemen who accompanied you from 
For example, you wrote to me on the 6th that you were just about to set out for Montgomery, 
and yet I find you back at Tuskegee on the 8th. You do not tell me that you had been absent as far as 
Line creek, and that you there had met the governor. You are silent as to any interviews you had had 
with him, either at Line creek or at Tuskegee, to which place, T understand from others, he followed you. 
Some difficulties you undoubtedly experienced in getting the command of the Alabama troops; but what 
those difficulties were, you carefully conceal from me. You content yourself with saying: “ I have not 
yet obtained the command of the troops, but if I obtain it at all [ shall probably enter on duty to-morrow.” 
But why you had not at first obtained the command of tlie troops, and why the doubt whether you would 


most 


this place. 


obtain it at all, you again carcfully conceal from me. 

In a subsequent part of your letter you say: “I learn from the governor that General Moore will,” 
&c. Uow did you learn this from the governor? You do not tell me that you had met him at Line creck, 
and that, turning back yourself, he had followed you to Tuskegee. It might have been by letter.* 

Allow me to say that the whole letter is mysterious and cnigmatical in the extreme, and that it is 
not such a communication as you ought to have made me, If the governor made the difficulties about 
placing you in the command of the troops, haf important fact ought not to have been concealed from me; 
and if he did not, who else interposed difliculties ? 

You further tell me that “if a movement be determined on, I will send you information of it by a 
The Alabama commanders, or those in conjunction 


runner.” A movement to be determined on by whom ? 
In the first place you would 


with yourself? ither you were placed in command, or you have not been. 
certainly determine on no scheme of offensive operations without my previous concurrence and readiness 
to co-operate; yet, without receiving any runner from you, or communication of any kind, since the 8th 
instant, a passenger, in the stage by the upper route, just arrived here, reports that you, at the head of 
about 3,000 Alabamians and 1,000 friendly Indians, were about to march upon Neo Micco’s band, and to 


* NOTE FURNISHED WITH THE Copy.—So the fact was communicated, the importance of adding that it was communicatd by 
letter or orally cannot be perceived. 
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commence offensive operations on a great scale! IT have no doubt there is a eross mistake in this report. 
You may, perhaps, have been about to make some defensive movement or operation to clear a frontier 
settlement of a portion of the enemy, but I will not believe tliat you have declared your independence of 
iny authority. 

“It is certain that Brigadier General Moore, of Alabama, has commenced a course of offensive opera- 
tions from [rwinton up the country. From this fact, I have rather inferred that you have not even yet 
been invested with the command of the Alabamians, or you certainly would have stopped his premature 
and isolated [movement.] These doubts and conjectures, in the absence of all direct intelligence from 
you, are suffic iently harassing. I mean to be explicit and precise on my part. I desire you instantly to 
stop all offensive movements (if you are in command) on the part of the Alabamians until the Georgians 
are ready to act, say on the 2Ist instant, when the nese number of them will be armed and ready for 
the ficld. By that time, too, there will be on the frontier the greater part of the regulars and marines 
ordered from the north. On that day, if the movements of General Moore shall not render a modification 
of my plan necessary, I shall begin to assemble the troops on this side of the nation, somewhere in the 
neighborhood of Irwinton, and operate up the country. It is my desire that you meet me about that time 
and place, and that you bring with you any disposable force you convenie ntly can, or that you hold the 
whole of the Alabamians in defensive positions on the frontier settlements till I shall bring the war into 
their neighborhood, when you can come into the general line of operations with me. 

No quartermaster has arrived here but Dr. Waite. Captain Page says that, under his instructions 
from the War Department, his presence in this quarter is Indispensable. No flints and no ammunition 
have yet arrived. 

I have heard of shipments from New Orleans of army supplies; but none have arrived. Subsistence, 
with arms and accoutrements, from Hawkinsville, will begin to come in to-morrow. 

I] shall cause a large de posit of subsistence to be made at Irwinton, another at Fort Mitchell, and a 
third at this place. 1 am inquiring, and may establish a fourth depot at some convenient point between 
Irwinton and Fort Mitchell, 

Six companies of regulars have arrived here to-day, and Monroe’s three days ago. They are sent to 
guard the Indians at Fort Mitchell. 

IT remain, with undiminished confidence, yours, most respectfully, 
WINFIELD SCOTT. 

Major General T. 5. Jesur, United States Army, Commanding, &c. 





IIranqvarters Army or THE Sovtn, Columbus, Georgia, June 17, 1836. 


Sir: T have this moment received your two letters of the 15th and 17th instant. 

I am infinitely astonished and distressed to hear of your near approach, and in a starving condition,* 
to Fort Mitchell. You knew that your forces were not wanted there. You knew that no supplies could 
reach even Irwinton from New Orleans earlier than the 2st instant, if so soon; and you knew, by my 
letter of the 10th, that nothing had arrived as high as Hawkinsville, upon the Ockmulgee, and conse- 
quently nothing could have reached this place by the present date from that river. I also ought to add 
that you knew when you left here that the troops, daily increasing, were living from hand to mouth on 
the precarious supplies of the neighborhood. Under these circumstances, imagine my astonishment to 
Jearn that, instead of marching the disposable force of Alabama upon Irwinton, with subsistence for at 
least ten or five days in advance, you have come through the heart of the Indian country, seeking private 
adventures, which, if successful, “could hardly have advanced the w ar, and against my known plan of 
operations, to Fort Mitchell, forty-five miles out of position! It is precisely General Gaines’s movement 
upon Fort King, where there was no subsistence; and there is none, as you ought to have known, at Fort 
Mitchell. F My ‘erief and distress are at their utmost height. This strange movement you have made 
without giving me the slightest notice. You had not informed me, you do not even now tell me, that you 
are in command of the Alabamians; and your last letter, of the 8th instant, stated that it was doubtful 
whether you would even be invested with that command, All this is infinitely strange, and was the last 
thing in the world that was to be expected from you. 

Well, to prevent starvation, I have called for the quartermaster and commissary, and demanded of 
them what rations and forage they could supply. Lieutenant Waite, the quartermaster, had with great 
difficulty provided some corn for my movement at the head of the Georgians, on the 21st or 22d, and 
Lieutenant MeCrabb had just nearly exhausted the market to cbtain two or three days’ rations for the 
troops already at Fort Mitchell. At the risk of starving the troops on the river, (the Georgians and 
regulars, ) 1 have ordered the quartermaster to send you five hundred bushels of corn, er the commissary 
to move heaven and earth to send two or three days’ subsistence for the troops brought with you. To 
prevent, however, all further erratic movements, I desire you to eneamp your forces somewhere in the 
neighborhood of Fort Mitchell till further orders, or until T can see you. We will ke ep your forces and 
those previously on the river from starving, if possible, till the arrival of the Ock mulgee supplies, which 
T suppose will precede those from New Orleans by some days. 

The first and one of the worst effects of your arrival will be to prevent a movement of the Georgians 
and regulars as early as I intended. The former have pushed their impatience for active operations almost 
to a state of mutiny—a resu’t which I may not be able to prevent if they should learn that the arrival of 
the Alabamians is to hold them in a state of inglorious inactivity many days longer. 


* NoTE FURNISHED WITH THE Copy.—When General Jesup arrived at Fort Mitchell, on the night of the 18th of June, he 
found a steamboat with seventy thousand rations, which he had ordered from New Orleans before he left W ashington city; and 
he found in the neighborhood several thousand bushe ls of corn, which he had directed Captain Page to secure early in June. He 
was surely entitled to some small share of the benefits of his own arrangements. If General Scott was not acquainted with the 
resources at his command, it was not the fault of General Jesup. 


} Nore rurnisHED with THE copy.—Gencral Jesup knew that the navigation was good, and he expected the arrival of steam- 
boats with supplies at Columbus by the 15th of June. He had subsistence sufficient for the troops under his command to the 22d 
of June. 
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I wrote to vou yesterday, and despatched the letter by a ranner from Fort Mitchell. I shall endeavor 


to visit Fort Mitchell to-morrow or the next day. 
Though in grief, I still remain yours, with great regard, 


WINFIELD SCOTT. 


Some wagons with subsistence are despatched to-night, but cannot arrive, I learn from Mr. Waite, 
till to-morrow morning. Some corn (two hundred aad fifty or three hundred bushels) will be down by 


ten o'clock to-morrow in a boat. 
. W.S 


Heangvarters Seconp Army Corps Sovurnern Army, 

Camp an the waters of the Hatchychubby, June VT, 1836. 
GeveraL: I have this instant received your letter of yesterday. I regret that my operations have 
met your disapprobation; but they were commenced and have been continued for the purpose of staying 
the tomahawk and sealping-knife, and preventing the devastation of entire settlements or neighborhoods 
on the frontier. They have had the effect of tranquillizing, in some measure, the frontier people, and of 
inducing them to remain at their homes. I regret the censure implied in your remarks, because it is 
unmerited. I acted in accordance with what I believed to be the spirit of your instructions; but even 
were my conduct in direct opposition to your instructions given at a former period, the altered circun- 
stances of the country is, I should think, a full justification, I consider it so, for [ have none of that 
courage that would enable me to remain inactive when women and children are daily falling beneath the 
blows of the savage. Writing in the open field, where I am interrupted every moment by matters of 
detail of every kind, even to the placing of a wagon, I cannot now explain the remarks in my letter which 
you have considered so enigmatical, further than to say, in justice to Governor Clay, that he made no oppo- 
sition to my assuming command, but made every effort to sustain me; and to add that, if successful in 
my present operations, I shall owe much of that success to his able arrangements. The troops, or rather 
a part of them, were opposed, not to me personally, but to any officer of the United States taking command 
of them; and I would take command of militia and volunteers on no other terms than their consent. I 
would resign my commission first. 

I am now within five miles of Enea Mathla’s camp, with twelve companies of volunteers and four or 
Eleven hundred Indian warriors, under Hopothle Yoholo, will join’ to- 
I made such arrangements for the defence of 
1 would have struck the enemy 


five hundred Indian warriors. 
night, and perhaps five hundred volunteers from Alabama. 
the settlements in my rear that I feel assured of their entire security. 
to-night but for your letter; if he is not struck to-morrow morning he will escape for the present, but the 
force I have in the field is sufficient to pursue and reduce him. 

With every disposition to perform their duty, the volunteers and militia are necessarily extremely 
irregular in their returns, &c. I am not, therefore, able to send you a return in form of the force under 
my command, 

I am sir, respectfully, your obedient servant, 
T. S. JESUP, Major General, Commanding. 


Major Gen. Scorr, Commander of the Southern Army, Columbus, Georgia. 


No. 266. 
TuskEcEE, November 27, 1836. 

Sir: I have received your note summoning me to attend a court of inquiry at Frederick city, Mary- 
land; and just as I was preparing to take the stage for that place I was served with a notice to attend 
the district court at Mobile, Alabama, which last summons I must obey. I do not know that my testimony 
would be of any service to General Scott, though I am certain it could do him no injury. And should the 
court of inquiry remain in session till after the court in Mobile is over, and General Scott wishes my 
attendance, and I can be notified of the fact, I will attend without delay. The court at Mobile will 
adjourn, or at least I shall be able to leave that place about the fifteenth of December next. As you 
belong to the army, and I in the habit of giving my opinion candidly about men in office, and, moreover, 
as to what I say is not offered as testimony in favor of General Scott, or against any one else, but merely 
my statement to you, I will not close this without stating to you one fact: do General Scott justice, and 
it would not require my testimony, or that of any one else, to place him far beyond the reach of his accusers. 
One thing I know, and I have the right to say, that General Scott’s orders have been violated or disobeyed; 
he has been censured for the improper conduct of others, and has been badly treated by those on whom he 
has bestowed honors and favors, and when, I am inclined to think, they were not merited. 


Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
T. S. WOODWARD. 


Captain Coorer, United States Army. 


No. 267. 


HerapquarTers ARMY OF THE Sovtu, Tuskegee, Alabama, August 2, 1836. 
Sir: Knowing that I had written to you in reply to your communication, I was surprised when I 
received a copy of a letter you wrote to the President, in which you declare that I had treated with 
“silent contempt the reasonable request of the governor of Georgia.” I examined my letter-book, and 




















1837.] MILITARY COURTS OF INQUIRY. 365 





found my letters to you recorded in their proper places in the handwriting of my aide-de-camp, Colonel 
Goldthwait. I felt indignant that a charge so entirely unfounded, as I then thought, should have been 
made; but Iam now induced to believe that by some oversight or omission my letters, or at least one of 
them, had not been sent to you. Captain Parrott, who acted as adjutant general of my division during 
tlie active part of the campaign, left Fort Mitchell for Washington city on the Ist of July. In lo king 
over a file of papers put up by him the morning he left, and not opened since until last nieht, I found the 


enclosed letter; the indorsement is in Captain Parrot’s hand, and I think it probable that it was put upon 


file in place of being sent to you. 1 will be greatly obliged to you to inform me whether you received a 
duplicate of that letter. Had L been even hostile to you, which was not the facet, the courtesy due from 
one gentleman to another would have prevented me from neglecting your communications. 
I have thought it due to myself to enter into the particulars above stated; and I am, sir, respectfully, 
your obedient servant, 
TH. S&S. JESUP. 
Ifis Iixcellency \W  OCHUDY . Governor of Gi orgid, Miliedq utile, Georgia 





No. 268. 


Heapqvarters Army oF THE Soutu, Tuskegee, Alabama, August 28, 1836. 

Sir: IT received your letter of the 15th instant at the moment I was setting out for Tallassee, on 
duty comected with the Indian emigration, and, expecting then to return in a day or two, I left it in my 
office here. I was detained longer than I expected, and only returned this morning, Your letter of the 
30th of June was not answered, but the omission was inadvertent, not intentional. I had forgotton that 
letter until I received yours of the 15th. I can only account for the omission to answer it from the fact 
that I was then actively engaged in measures for the security of about fourteen hundred hostile Indians, 
who had been allowed to go into the camp of a friendly Indian chief near Tuskegee, and who, I was 
informed, would, in consequence of my delay at Fort Mitchell, probably escape. They did escape in 
consequence of that delay; and my division of the army was occupied in recapturing a part of them until 
the 17th of July, About a thousand were recaptured; and I have been informed recently, by several 
friendly chiefs, that the party which erossed into Georgia about the 24th of July was that portion of the 
party referred to who had not been recaptured. 

In my movement from Fort Mitchell, I believed that I was performing my duty. 1 believe so still. 
And I could not then, nor can I now, perceive any sufiicient ground for the censure which has been heaped 
upon me for that act. The movement of the troops was required, and the Indian prisoners could not be 
left without them. Besides, my instructions required that I should remove the prisoners as rapidly as 
possible. That I was disposed to afford every facility in my power to Georgia will have been seen in my 
communication to your excellency of the 28th of June. I there informed you that three warriors had 
been identified, and awaited your order. I had not then received the information which rendered the 
movement to the neighborhood of Tuskegee necessary. 

I regret as sincerely as you do that any circumstance should have occurred to interrupt the harmony 
and good understanding, at least on my part, previously to my march from Fort Mitchell; but, until I 
found my letter of the 50th of June, I considersd myself greatly aggrieved by your letter to the President. 

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your excellency’s most obedient servant, 
TH. 8. JESUP. 

His Excellency W. Scutry, Governor of Georgia, Milledgevilie, Georgia. 





No. 3. 


Proceedings of a court of inquiry in the case of Major General Gaines.—Failure of the Seminole campaign 
in 1836. 
LIST OF DOCUMENTS. 

No. 1. General Gaines to Adjutant General, January 15, 1856. 
Requisition for ordnance and ordnance stores, January 15, 1836. 
Requisition for subsistence stores, January 15, 1836. 
Requisition for quartermaster stores, January 15, 1836. 


al ll al 


5, General Gaines to governor of Louisiana, January 15, 1836. 
6. General Gaines’s Special Order, January 16, 1836. 

7. General Gaines’s Special Order, January 16, 1836. 

8. General Gaines’s Order No, 4, January 18, 1836. 

9. General Gaines’s Special Order No, 5, January 18, 1836. 


10. General Gaines to Adjutant General, January 25, 1836. 
11. General Gaines to General Clinch, February 2, 1836. 

12. General Gaines’s Special Order No. 7, February 38, 1836. 
13. General Gaines to governor of Louisiana, February 4, 1836. 
14, Adjutant General to General Gaines, January 22, 1836. 
15. General Gaines to Adjutant General, February 6, 1836. 

16. Adjutant General to General Gaines, February 22, 1836. 
17. General Gaines’s Order No. 4, February 10, 1836. 

18. General Gaines’s Order No. 6, February 12, 1836, 

19. General Gaines’s Special Order No. 11, February 12, 1836. 
20. General Gaines’s Special Order No, 12, February 12, 1836. 
21. General Gaines to Adjutant General, February 22, 1836. 
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No. 22. General Gaines to General Clinch, February 22, 1836. 
23. Captain Hitehcock’s report, February 22, 1836. 
24, General Gaines’s Special Order No. 13, February 2 
Special Order No. 19, February 2 
26. General Gaines’s Special Order No. 16, February 2 
27. General Gaines’s Special Order No. 17, February 
28. General Gaines to General Clinch, February 28, 18: 
29. General Gaines to General Clinch, February 29, 183 
necial Order No. 18, March 9, 1836 


30. General Gaines’s 5} ; 
31. General Gaines’s Order No. 7, (see Doe. 78, in General Scott’s case,) March 9, 1836. 


djutant General to General Gaines, March 10, 1836. 


2 1836. 


25. General Gaines’s 


2. \ 
OD ms a i 

33. General Gaines to Adjutant General, July 4, 1836, 
9 TS pe ee ‘ ae Hi Taveras Octol yy OQ 1836 
34. F. Marks to Captain Hitchcock, October 29, 18356. 
35. Dr. Harral to Captain Hitchcock, October 2 1836. 


36. Map of Florida. 

37. Map of Camp Izard. 

38 “New York Courier and Enquirer” of April 2, 1836. 

39, General Gibson to Lieutenant Morrison, July 1, 1836. 

40. General Gibson to Lieutenant Morrison, September 28, 1836. 

4], Statement of subsistence at Tampa, March 31, 1836, 

12. “ New Orleans Bulletin” of September 26, 1836. 

43. General Gaines to General Smith and Colonel Christie, September 18, 1836, 

44. Deposition of Surgeon Gencral Thomas Lawson. ; 

45, General Gaines to the President of the United States, with General Order No. 37, of June 11, 
1856, January 20, 1836. 

3. General Gaines to Secretary of War, enclosing letter from Major Graham, February 28, 1837. 


nN 


Proceedings of a court of inquiry held at the city of Frederick, Maryland, by virtue of the following orders, 
fo wit: 


GENERAL ORDER No. 65. 
War Department, Adjutant General’s Office, Washington, October 3, 1836. 


The following order is published for the information of all concerned: 
By direction of the President of the United States, a court of inquiry, to consist of Major General 
Macomb, president, and Brevet Brigadier Generals Atkinson and Brady, members, is hereby ordered to 
assemble in the city of Frederick, in Maryland, as soon as the state of the military operations against 
the Indians will permit the witnesses to attend, (of which the president of the court is to judge and 
determine, and to give notice to all concerned,) to inquire and examine into the causes of the failure of 
the campaigns in Florida against the Seminole Indians, under the command of Major General Gaines and 
of Major General Scott, in 1836; and the causes of the delay in opening and prosecuting the campaign in 
Georgia and Alabama against the hostile Creek Indians in the year 1836; and into every subject 
connected with the military operations in the campaigns aforesaid; and, after fully investigating the 
same, the court will report the facts, together with its opinion on the whole subject, for the information 
of the President of the United States. 

Captain Samuel Cooper, of the 4th regiment of artillery, is hereby appointed to act as judge advocate 
and recorder of the court. 

LEWIS CASS. 

336. 


War Department, October 3, 183 
R. JONES, Adjutant General. 


GENERAL ORDER No. 68. 
Apsutant GENERAL'S Orrice, Washington, October 14, 1836. 
The following order has been received from the War Department, and is published for the informa- 


tion of all concerned: 
War Department, October 13, 1836. 

1. It appearing by the public prints that the official report of Brevet Major General Gaines, dated 
“Weadquarters Western Department, Camp Sabine, July 4, 1836,” made to the adjutant general of the 
army, has been published, and the said publication being without the sanction of the War Department or 
other proper authority, the court of inquiry of which Major General Alexander Macomb is president will, 
in addition to the duties already assigned to it, inquire into the facts as to the manner and by whose 
authority the said official report was made public. : 

2. The court will also report its opinion as to the violation of the rules of the service by such publi- 
cation, and as to the character of said report, in reference to all its bearings and consequences, as it 
concerns general military propriety and the discipline of the army. 

3. And, further, the court will examine and inquire into any other reports and publications made by 
Brevet Major General Gaines, or by any other officer of the army, having reference to military affairs, and 
published without the sanction of the War Department or other proper authority, and give its opinion on 
the tendency of such reports and publications in the same manner as it is herein required to do in the 


case referred to in the foregoing paragraph of this order, 


C. A. HARRIS, Acting Secretary of War. 


By order of Major General Macomb. 
R. JONES, Adjutant General. 
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Freperick, January 11, 1837. 

m : ’ § 

The court met pursuant to adjournment. 

Present: Major General Macomb, president; Brevet Brigadier Generals Atkinson and Brady, mem- 
bers; Captain Cooper, judge advocate and recorder. 

The orders constituting the court having been read, and Major General Gaines making no objections 
to any of the members therein named, the court was duly sworn in his presence. 

The judge advocate then proceeded to read the documentary testimony which accompanies these 


procecdings.—(See documents. ) 


\ / 


The testimony being read, the court adjourned to meet again to-morrow morning at 11 o’clock. 


January 12, 183 
The court met pursuant to adjournment. All present 


_~ 


Japtain HK. A. Irrcucock, of the Ist regiment of infantry, a witness, being duly sworn, was interro- 
gated as follows: 

1. Question by the court. Were you with Major General Gaines on his campaign in Florida in 1836; 
and if so, in what capacity 7 

Answer. Twas appointed by Major General Gaines, at Mobile, on the 18th of January, 1836, acting 
assistant adjutant general, That order was subsequently superseded by another appointing me inspector 
general of the western department. I continued with General Gaines, in his military family, from the 
date of the first order, through the campaign in Florida, and until some time after he left that section of 
the country. 

2. (Juestion by the court. Will you state to the court, as nearly as you ean recollect, the occurrences 
that transpired on the march of the army under Major General Gaines from Tampa Bay to the Withla- 
coochee, and afterwards whilst at Camp Izard ? 

Answer. The army under General Gaines left Tampa Bay on the 18th of February. There was 
nothing of material importance occurred until the 17th of the month, when some Indian villages were 
burned; they appeared to have been abandoned a number of days. At this time there was a general 
expectation, so far as I know, in the army, that General Scott would be somewhere in that vicinity, in 
considerable force, within a short time. While these villages were burning, a detachment of the army 
was distant about two miles from the main foree; 1 was myself about a mile from the main force, when a 
loud report was heard, similar to that of a cannon. On joining the army | found this report the subject 
of conversation, and the opimion seemed to be almost unanimous that it was the report of a piece of 
ordnance with General Scott. I heard, indeed, but one dissenting voice, and one other that was doubtful, 
among all those I conversed with. The army continued its march, and on the 19th of February encamped 
about four miles on the north of the north branch of the Withlacoochee, burning another town just pre- 
viously to occupying that camp, which appeared, also, to have been abandoned several days. We found 
at this camp the remains of what appeared to have been the encampment of Major Dade, consisting of a 
small square breastwork. On the following morning about 9 o’clock the army arrived at the scene of the 
massacre of Major Dade and his command, which was reported to have occurred on the 28th of December 
previous. The bodies of the dead found at that place received honorable burial, and the army con- 
tinued its march, arriving on the 22d of the month at Fort King. The day following, to wit, the 28d, 
a detachment of the 4th infantry, under the command of Lieutenant Colonel Foster, was despatched to 
Fort Drane for information and supplies, there being no supplies adequate to the purposes of a campaign 
at Port King, Colonel Foster returned on the evening of the next day by a foreed march, bringing with 
him, I think, seven days’ rations for the command of General Gaines. He was accompanied from 
Fort Drane by General Clinch. On the 26th of February General Gaines resumed his march in the 
direction towards a point on the Withlacoochee river where, it was understood, General Clinch had 
fought a battle on the 3Ilst of December. The army arrived at this point on the afternoon of the 27th. 
While the general was reconnoitring the river a little above the crossing, the centre and the left wing 
were fired on by the Seminoles from the opposite side of the river, The baggage train had been ordered 
to halt at a convenient place for encampment, as it was understood not to be the purpose of the general 
to cross the river that night. The firing of the enemy was, of course, returned, and after continuing 
perhaps half an hour, the general directed Colonel Twiggs, his second in command, and who had been 
appointed to the immediate command of the brigade, as a light brigade, to withdraw from the river after 
the men should have become familiar with the new scene that had been presented to them, or words to 
this effect. The army withdrew and encamped accordingly, having sustained a loss of one man killed 
and several wounded. The crossing place, at this point of the river, was covered with a dense swamp of 
about a quarter of a mile in width. It was understvod that a few miles below the open pine woods 
approached the bank of the river upon both sides, where the friendly Indians with us reported it to be 
the habit of the Indians to drive cattle across. The army, on the morning of the 28th, moved down 
to this place, perhaps two miles from the point last mentioned. The advance guard, commanded by 
Lieutenant Izard, of the dragoons, acting brigade major, was here fired upon, and Lieutenant Izard 
mortally wounded. The advance was sustained by two companies of the 4th infantry, and a portion of 
the volunteers were this day also on the bank of the river. The firing continued across the river, I think, 
until between 12 and 1 o’clock. The Indian yell was continuous nearly the whole of this time. At one 
time it appeared to be very greatly increased, as if by the accession of new force. This was attributed 
by the friendly Indians to the arrival of Micanopy, the principal chief of the nation, with his warriors, 
supposed to be eight hundred in number, and the opinion was general that the main force of the enemy 
was then in our neighborhood. The army encamped that afternoon, and in the evening an express was 
despatched by General Gaines to Fort Drane, with a communication for General Clinch, or the officer 
commanding the forces in that part of Florida. On the morning of the 29th of February the Indian yell, 
which had continued the principal part of the previous night, ceased entirely, until about 10 o0’clock in 
the morning, when a firing was poured into our camp upon three sides. The firing continued about two 
hours, or a little over, when the cnemy was driven off, leaving, contrary to their custom, one of their 
On the evening of this day another despatch was sent to Fort Drane, 
From about midday of the 29th of February until the afternoon of 
In the afternoon of the 2d a smali party 
This mode of annoyance 


killed, who fell into our possession. 
directed as in the former instance. 
the 2d of March there was no firing whatever upon our camp. 
of the enemy, from a westerly direction, threw in a volley and disappeared. 
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continued, more or less, from that time until the evening of the 5th of the month, sometimes at night, 
Up to this time the loss at that camp, on our side, had been Lieutenant Izard, wounded on the 28th, who 
died on the 5th of Mareh: one sereeant of artillery killed; two Louisiana volunteers also killed, and 
thirty or forty wounded. In the evening of the Sth of March, about 10 o’clock, a loud voice was heard 
from the woods, hailing our eamp, and some one declared that the Indians had had fighting enough; that 
they wanted to come in, have a friendly talk with the white people, and make peace. He was answered, 
he general, that if their chief would come in with a white flag the next morning they 
The man from the woods answered: “ Very well, they would come in after 
On the morning following, I think about 10 o’clock, Indians were 
seen filing from the west and east sides of the camp, several hundred yards distant, passing out from 
the river, and uniting in the rear of our camp, perhaps six hundred yards distant. They were estimated 
to be about three hundred in number. From this body a few Indians were seen advancing towards the 
r, They were first met from our camp by Adjutant Barrow, of the Louisiana 
s that the Indians stated that they did not wish to tight any 

more, but they wished him to go away. [was directed by the general to go out and hear what the 
io say. 1 requested two gentlemen to go with me—Doctor Harral, of the Louisiana 


by direction of t 
should not be fired upon. 


breaklast,” and bade us wood night. 


camp with a white flag 
volunteers, who reported to General Gaines 


Indians had ; 
volunteers, and Adjutant Barrow, before mentioncd—desiring them to bear in mind that I had the 
instructions of the @eneral and would attend to them, requesting them to withess what passed. On this 
oceasion IT met, at the distance of about one hundred and fifty yards from the camp, several of the 
Indian chiefs, with their principal interpreter: among the former were Jumper, understood to be the 
princip il adviser of Micanopy, the ki JS of the nation, and Oceola, or Powell, who Was regarded to he 
amone the principal war chiefs. There was another, who was called Alligator. The names of the others 
were unknown tome. On the part of the Indians the council was conducted by Jumper, through his 
ad with mean cmployed interpreter from our camp, who was directed not to make himself 

)listen to What might be said among the Indians. Jumper at first inquired of me what I 

| answered: “ Nothing to him, but that I had come to hear what they had to say.” They 
murport of what had been declared the night before from the woods, adding that they 
heir warriors, killed and wounded, or disabled; that they did not wish to lose any 


interpreter. Lh \} 
known, but to li ‘ 
had to Say 
then repeated the 
had Jost many of 
more, but wanted to make peace. | communicated this to the general. 

I will state that Thad had many conversations with the general on the subject of the proper manner 
of treating with Indians. In these conversations he had invariably declared that he would not deal with 
them on wy other than the known and ucknowledecd principles which should govern in the intercourse 
of civilized nations; declaring that the ignorance and dependence of the Indians made it more obligatory 
on our part to deal with them honorably and justly. 1t was in reference to these conversations, as I 
understood, that the eoneral had directed me to confer with the Indians, observing: “You know my 

in accordance with this, | stated in general terms to the Indians 


} 
i 
4 
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principles,” or something to this effect. 
that General Gaines was the commanding officer in our camp. The Indians said they knew General 
Gaines; had scen him many years before; expressed their confidence in him; that he was a good man; 
and appeared picased to find that he was the commanding officer in our camp. I stated to them that 
General Gaines was but one of several chiefs who had been sent by the President of the United States 
among them to enforee upon them a peace. | desired to show them that they would of necessity be com- 
pelled to submit, and for this purpose I endeavored to give them an idea of the extent of territory 
e whites, and of their dense population, using the simile perhaps often resorted to in Indian 
councils, that the whites covered the country like the trees of their forests. After talking to them some 
little time in language like this, assuring them over and over again that they would be compelled to 
submit, they answered that they would take council among themselves, would assemble again in the 
afternoon, and we would have another talk. At this council with the Indians I stated that General 
Gaines had not come among them for the purpose of investigating the causes of the war. That possibly 
hey might suppose they had been much wronged; but that if so, 1 presumed they had satisfied them- 
selves, alluding to the destruction of Major Dade, and the like instances of succes on their part. Oceola 
remarked: “Tf am satisfied,” as it was interpreted. I supposed he alluded to an act attributed to him 
near Fort King, by which the Indian agent who had pnt him in chains came by his death. 

In the afternoon the chiefs came to council in the same manner as in the morning. I had in the 
meantime been advised by the general that he did not feel authorized to make any terms with them; 
that if, however, they persisted in asking for peace, I must give to them conditions, and require them to 
pledge themselves to obedience to them. These conditions were, that they should cease entirely from all 
acts of hostility against the whites; that they should cross the south side of the Withlacoochee, and 


occiaple | by th 
tT 


promise to attend a council, when and where they should be sent for by a chief who was soon expected to 
be there. This referred to General Scott, who was believed to be in the vicinity of our camp, not more 
than thirty miles distant. The chiefs answered that their principal chief, Micanopy, was not with them, 
and had not been with them for several days; they wanted time to consult him; that they could not make 
any permanent arrangement without doing so; but that, for their own parts, they engaged to comply 
with the terms dictated to them by General Gaines. To prevent any misunderstanding of these terms, 
I repeated them, one by one, distinetly twice over. On concluding the last, there was an indication 
of some approaching force from the north. The Indians at a distance called to those in council, and made 
sigus tu them to go away. I immediately supposed this to arise from the approach of troops from Fort 
Drane, and told the chiefs to hasten their men away and put them in security. They accordingly 
went off, and went into a hammock to the cast of our camp. The force, as I supposed, approached our 
camp, but, contrary to my expectation, instead of being commanded by General Scott, was commanded 
by General Clinch. General Clinch brought supplies of two days’ rations of pork and flour, with about 
forty head of cattle. The rations in our camp had become almost entirely exhausted, in so much that some of 
the volunteer companies, from improvidence, or want of acquaintance with the proper means 0° taking 
care of their rations, had been three or four days without the proper army ration; the orders of the 
ccneral, viven, I think, on the 28th of the month, for the command to go on half rations, not having been 
strictly complied with, it was about the 4th of March, if LT mistake not, that some horses were killed, and 
the meat distributed to those who desired it; and this was again done on the 5th. 

After the council, stated in my testimony, the troops continued at Camp Izard until the morning of 
the 10th, during which time I heard not a rifle or an Indian yell. Our own men were on the banks of the 
river, at pleasure, without being disturbed. About the 10th the command was assigned to General 
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Clinch, under whose orders the troops marched to Fort Draue. 
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I will remark that, during the councils held with the Indians, there was much repetition, as is usual, 
I believe, in Indian councils; but the purport is what I have stated in my testimony. At the time I 
attended this council, besides the two gentlemen who went at my request, there was another, Captain 
Marks, who went, I believe, of his own accord. Some few weeks ago I thought proper to address letters 
to two of these gentlemen, requesting them to furnish me a statement of what took place at the council. 
I did not write to Adjutant Barrow solely because I did not know where a letter would find him. These 
are the letters which i have received in answer. 

[The judge advocate here read the two letters which will be found accompanying these proceedings, 
Nos. 34, 35. | 

3. Question by the court. Were there any sorties made from the camp upon the enemy in any one of 
the attacks made by him whilst the army lay there; and what was the strength of the army at the time. 

Answer, The army was about one thousand strong, a few over, perhaps, and no sortie was made. It 
may be proper to add to this answer that one wing of each of the several bodies occupying the faces of 
the square had been ordered by General Gaines to be held in readiness for a sortie, should he think proper 
to order one. This order was given on the afternoon of the 29th of February. 

4, (Question by the court. When and how many attacks did the enemy make upon the army whilst 
fortified at Camp Izard, and with what results ? 

Answer. My answer is embodied already in my testimony. Subsequently to the 29th of February, 
but very small parties appeared in the neighborhood of our camp, or fired upon us; the largest was on 
the 3d day of the month, when there was considerable firing, but, | believe no injury was done whatever. 
During these several days it was a subject of very frequent, and, on my part, anxious [doubt] with the 
general, as to whether the Indians had not abandoned that part of the country, so few of them appearing 
about our camp. I was apprehensive that the Indians, finding it impossible to move us, would Jeave that 
section of the country and go into what is called the Everglades... 1 frequently expressed this apprehen- 
sion to the general, suggesting that activity of movement on his part at that place might be likely to 
produce that result, in which case the campaign would be lengthened, embarrassed if not defeated, and 
the blame of it would attach to him. He remarked upon his want of mounted men to pursue any advan- 
tage he might gain in a sortie, and referred to his letter of express to Fort Drane, confidently expressing 
his expectation that General Scott would be there in person to receive his express with the species of 
foree most needed, and that he would certainly come down. 

5. Vueslion by the court. What effect did it have on the spirit and conduct of the troops, in being held 
within our lines, when the enemy made his several attacks upon them. 

Answer, 1 am not aware of any special effect produced by that state of things. There was the most 
perfect order prevailing in camp; a prompt obedience to every order, and, indeed, a spirit altogether 
worthy the soldier. 

6. Question by the court. Was the army on the Withlacoochee, under Major General Gaines, strong 
enough and well enough appointed to have attacked the enemy with a prospect of success ? 

Answer. In my opinion the army could have beaten the enemy at that place, and driven him at any 
time; but there were no means for pursuing him with any effect. 

7. Question by the court. What do you suppose was the strength of the enemy that invested Camp 
Izard, and how do you form an estimate ? 

Answer. 1 believe the enemy was not less than 1,300 strong on the 29th of February, possibly more 
numerous. This opinion is founded upon the extent of ground occupied by them, to wit : on the east 
face of the camp, against about the middle of it, rested their left, and from that place they extended 
around the rear and the right, running into the hammock on the right, at a distance of perhaps from fifty 
to one hundred yards. The faces of our camp were about two hundred yards in extent. A circumstance 
occurred on the first of March of this nature: the Indians passed out from the river, east of our camp, in 
single file, marching past the rear of it about six hundred yards distance, and recrossed the river west of 
us. They were observed, as I understood from Doctor Heiskell, by a watch, passing a given point of 
space, and he assured me, on two several occasions, that they were thirty minutes in passing in a rapid 
movement. From this data it would appear that there scarcely could have been less than fifteen hundred; 
there might have been four or five hundred negroes among them. 

8. Question by the court. What was the condition of the troops whilst at Camp Izard in respect to 
supplies of arms and ammunition ? 

Answer. At Fort King, previously to marching to the Withlacoochee, there was an average of about 
fifty cartridges toa man. I derive this from personal inspection of the troops at that place. The field- 
piece, a six-pounder, was furnished with fifty rounds of grape and a few charges of round shot. The 
arms were chiefly muskets and yeagers—the yeagers having been issued to perhaps three or four of the 
companies of the volunteers—they were in good firing order. 

9. Question by the court. Did you think that Major General Gaines had it in his power at any time, 
with the means in his hands and the appointments of his forces, to have marched upon the enemy and 
subdued him, had the enemy availed himself of the fastnesses of the country well known to him? 

Answer. I believe they would have escaped any pursuit he might have made with his force. With 
regard to the effect of a sortie, it is a problem of which, perhaps, any one may form an opinion from a 
consideration of the facts which I will state. The Indians appeared to have a great facility in crossing 
the river ; the banks of the river above and below our camp were lined with a dense swamp. Had a 
sortie been made, the Indians would have rushed into this swamp on the one side or the other; and by their 
knowledge of the best passages through it, and their facility in crossing the river, would, in all proba- 
bility, have eluded any pursuit that could have been made from our camp. In the event of a sortie, there 
would, in all probability, have been a loss on both sides, but, it is my impression, without producing any 
beneficial results. The Indians were expending their ammunition while our fire was reserved, aud we 
were daily in the expectation of force from Fort Drane, especially of mounted men, a species of force of 
which we had none 

1. Question by General Gaines. Was the river passable without boats or rafts at the place first 
approached ? 

Answer, It was not. 

2. Question by General Gaines. Will you state the cause of our eating the meat of horses? whether 
it was not deemed to be more manly and proper for troops to eat horse-meat than to suffer the enemy to 
attack the frontier ? 

Answer. I have always considered that the readiness and willingness with which the men sustained 
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themselves upon that food rather than fall back from the position assumed did them the highest credit, as 
evincing a noble spirit. 

3. Question by General Gaines. The witness is desired to state what he knows in reference to my 
views and wishes towards Major General Scott relating to the campaign in Florida, 

Answer. The first intimation received by General Gaines of the orders assigning General Scott to 
duty in Florida was at Pensacola about the 6th of FPebrnary. To saw General Gaines very soon after he 
received this information. Ife made no especial remarks that T remember in relation to General Scott 
himself at that time. On our way to Tampa Bay he frequently spoke of him and of the difliculties which 
had existed between himself and General Scott in years gone by. Ie declared many times, indeed, inva- 
riably, in effeet, that he had outlived all feelings of personal animosity towards that officer; that on no 
account whatever would he suffer any private or personal feclings to interposc any obstacles to the 
accomplishment of the duties then contemplated in Florida, declaring tt to be his purpose, without making 
it a question, to relinquish the command to General Seott on meeting him, should he desire it; or, if 
General Scott pleased, General Gaines would unite with him in efforts to put an end to the war. These 
sentiments were expressed repeatedly from Pensacola, by Tampa Bay, at Fort King, and on the Withla- 
coochee river, where, at this latter place, on one occasion in particular, he spoke of the certainty with 
which he expected the arrival of General Scott at that place, and declared it to be his purpose to offer 
him his hand in the presence of a common enemy, and endeavor then and there forever to put an end to 
their personal difficulties as an appropriate place. 

The court here adjourned to meet to-morrow morning at 11 o'clock. 


January 13, 1837. 


The court men pursuant to adjournment. All present. 
Captain Hitchcock's testimony continued. 


the views and feclings of 


? 


4, Question by General Gaines. What circumstances oceurred to change 
answer / 


General Gaines towards General Scott, as expressed by the witness in his last 

Answer. When General Clinch arrived at the Withlacoochee river, on the 6th of Mareh, he brought 
with him certain letters from General Seott, addressed to himself, in which the conduct of General Gaines 
underwent very severe strictures. It was also reported that General Scott had been much in the habit 
of making extraordinary remarks upon the movement of General Gaines, even in the hearing of his 
One of the letters alluded to was shown to General Gaines by General Clinch; the other, I 
juence of the extraordinary nature of its contents, but the purport of 
General Gaines appeared to be much inflamed and 


volunteers. 
believe, was not exhibited, in conser 
it was matter of general conversation in the camp. 
highly incensed at these letters and rumors. 

(The judge advocate here read to the court the letters (referred to in this answer) from Gencral Scott 
to General Clinch, dated the Ist and 4th of March, 1836.) 

5. (Question by General Gaines. state what were the motives and circumstances which induced me to 
undertake the campaign to East Florida against the Seminole Indians in the last winter. 

Answer. Major General Gaines arrived at Mobile on the 17th of January, 1836. A few days previous 
to this intelligence had been received of the entire destruction of Major Dade and his command in 
I received a message from General Gaines, (being 


Florida, of about cight officers and one hundred men. 
I called upon him immediately, and he 


in Mobile myself, and on leave of absence,) requesting to see me. 
stated that he had but a short time previously left his headquarters at Memphis, but with no expectation 
of being required to take the field against an enemy; that he was without his personal staff, and referring 
to the intelligence stated above, he did me the honor to request me to join his military family, for purposes 
connected with the protection of the people of Florida. The day following (the 18th January) further 
intelligence was received from Florida, to the effect that General Clinch had had a meeting with the 
enemy; had fought a battle with them; had been abandoned by the volunteers who had joined him, (their 
term of service having expired;) and that, in consequence, he had been obliged to fall back upon Fort 
King, where, as the report said, he was invested by the enemy and in danger of being cut off. It was in 
consequence of this new information, as IT believe, that the order of that date, addressed to Licutenant 
Colonel Twiggs, in New Orleans, was issued. General Gaines proceeded to Pensacola with the view to 
request the co-operation of the navy on that station, in the purpose he then contemplated of going to 
Mlorida, His wishes in this respect had been anticipated. He returned to New Orleans, arriving there 
about the 26th of Jannary, and the most active exertions were made to receive into the service, and equip 
for a campaign, the volunteers alluded to in the order above mentioned. The troops, being in readiness to 
embark, left New Orleans about the morning of the 4th February. During the whole of this period, and 
for some time after, the prevailing sentiment of General Gaines, as discovered by the whole tenor of his 
remarks, and by his conduct, was a profound sensibility to the loss of our brave brothers in arms in 
Florida, and to the exposed condition of the people in that section of the country. Previous to leaving 
New Orleans, among other reports that were circulated, it was stated that Tallahassee had been burned 
This and other rumors produced a veneral excitement throughout the 


and destroyed by the cnemy. 
section of country in Louisiana, that induced extraordinary exertions on the part of the executive and 
legishitive authorities of the State; 

as General Gaines then was, having proper feclings, and a proper sense of his duty, to have hesitated a 
moment, but that he must have gone on the expedition to Florida. 


and T suppose it would have been impossible for any officer, situated 


In consequence of the indisposition of one of the members of the court, the court adjourned to meet 


to-morrow morning at 11 o’clock. 


January 14, 18387. 


The court met pursuant to adjournment. All present. 


The testimony of Captain Hitchcock continued. 
6. Question by General Gaines. You have said that General Gaines, while at Camp Izard, on the 
Withlacoochee, expected the arrival of General Scott at that place soon after he should hear that the prin- 


cipal force of the enemy were found upon that section of the Withlacoochee. Will you state to the court 
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the grounds of this expectation ? whether it was that he had expressed a wish to know where the prin- 
cipal force of the enemy could be found, or that it was his duty to hasten to that theatre of the war? 

Answer. The expectation alluded to in this question, that General Scott would arrive on the Withla- 
coochee very soon after receiving the information from General Gaines that the Indians were there in 
force, was founded, first, upon a letter from General Scott to General Clinch, and by General Clinch shown 
to General Gaines at Fort King, in which le inquires where the enemy’s force may be found, or to that 
effect, expressing a strong hope that they would be found in the upper part of the Territory, rather than 
in what is called the Everglades ; and from information communicated by General Clinch at the same time 
and place, that General Scott had despatched a force from Picolata, of mounted men, to Fort Drane; that 
he himself would be there, as nearly as I can recollect, about the time of the arrival of this force. The 
time of the arrival, in the opinion of General Clinch, would be within the month of February. The 
mounted force alluded to in my testimony was referred to, I believe, in one of the despatches of General 
Gaines from the Withlacoochee. 

7. Question by General Gaines. Did General Gaines express any other reasons for believing that 
General Scott would not nor could not, upon known principles of military law, hesitate to repair to the 
Withlacoochee on hearing of the enemy being at that place? If so, what were the reasons so expressed 
by General Gaines ¢ 

Answer. The confidence of General Gaines that General Scott would come down to the Withlacoochee 
was Without reservation. He appeared to have an undoubting belief of General Scott’s being at Fort 
Drane, and often spoke of his duty to come down, under the circumstances, in the most positive terms. 
His language on the subject was very strong, to wit: that he must come down; he will be disgraced if 
he does not come down; he will commit suicide upon his military reputation if he fails to come down—or 
language of similar import. Onone occasion I took the liberty of suggesting to General Gaines the expe- 
diency of preparing litters to move the wounded, in the event of General Scott’s not joining us. Te declined 
authorizing me to give the order, explaining himself by the use of language like that I have stated in 
reference to General Scott’s coming down. In all the conversations had on the Withlacoochee, in reference 
to the force coming from Fort Drane, General Scott was the officer spoken of as commanding at Fort Drane, 
and J do not remember a single instance where any doubt was suggested as to his being there. In many 
conversations with General Gaines at the Withlacoochee, he dwelt with great emphasis upon the great 
importance and duty of officers complying with their engagements affecting movements in the field, 
especially in an encmy’s country. He considered General Scott under an engagement to be at Fort Drane, 
the exact day is unknown to me, but about the time of the arrival of General Gaines’s despatches to Fort 
Drane. 

8. Question by General Gaines. The witness is requested to describe the hammocks near my encamp- 
ment on the Withlacoochee, and state the time at which that encampment was formed ? 

Answer, The hammocks bordering the river very nearly united immediately in front of the camp; 
from this point, both above and below, they gained very rapidly in width and were extremely dense, espe- 
cially to the east or above the camp, where the hammock extends considerably back from the stream, but 
at a distance of several hundred yards from the camp. The river itself has not the bend as represented 
in the map I hold, the curve being much larger. A slight breastwork was made around the camp on the 
afternoon of the 28th of February, according to custom. 

9. Question by General Gaines. Wow many Indians does the witness believe could have secreted 
themselves in either of those hammocks, aud within 200 to 600 yards of my camp, without being seen by 
my troops at any time during the day ? 

Answer. An indefinite number. The hammocks were very extensive, and might have contained, per- 
haps, three times the whole strength of the nation. 

10. Question by the court. Do you know anything of the motives which induced Major General Gaines to 
proceed to Florida, after reeciving, at Pensacola, the letter of the adjutant general, dated the 22d of January ? 

Answer. One of the first remarks made by General Gaines on receiving that letter—I mean in the first 
interview | had with him—he said he believed it to be his solemn duty to goon. I think he spoke of some 
pledge made, I believe, to the volunteers; but he alluded more particularly to his letter to General Clinch, 
promising him aid and co-operation. I think all these points were matters of conversation at the very 
first, and were never deviated from, I took the liberty of urging General Gaines by no means to abandon 
the expedition at that place, (Pensacola,) giving it as my belief that his presence was necessary to the 
efficient organization of the troops. Lam not positive as to the extent of these remarks at Pensacola; but 
between that piace and Tampa Bay they were more or less referred to. It was my belief that his aban- 
doning the troops would be very nearly equivalent to rendering the expedition fruitless. 1 placed great 
stress upon the effect of the reputation acquired by General Gaines during the war with Great Britain, 
and upon his kuowledee and experience as a soldier. I do not wish to imply or convey an idea to the 
court that the several officers junior to General Gaines were not officers of great merit; but neither one 
of them possessed all the requisites united in General Gaines for securing success to the campaign, 

11. (Question by the court. What was the amount and character of the force brought by General Clinch 
to the relief of General Gaines at Camp Izard ? 

Answer. He brought about five hundred men with him, artillery, infantry, and volunteers, including 
one troop of mounted men, the number i do not recollect. 

12. Question by the court. Would not that force, united with the force then at Camp Izard, have been 
sufficient to meet the enemy successfully, or to have pursued them to their fastnesses, with a prospect of 
finding and subduing them ? 

Answer. This question calls for my opinion. I will state that the facility which the Indians seemed 
to possess renders it, in my opinion, indispensable to have had a force sufficient to occupy both sides of 
the river at the same time, in order to operate with effect against them. To sustain this opinion, I will 
refer the court to later operations on the Withlacoochee, about the end of March, when a very much larger 
force came in contact with a body of those Indians, more or less numerous; being on the same side with 
them, pursued them several miles, but did not take or subdue them. The more recent operations against 
those Indians may serve to throw much light upon this question, as in no instance does it appear that a 
pursuit of the Indians has been successful. 

13. Question by the court. Do you believe the Indians were sincere in proposing a truce ? 

Answer. I believe they were perfectly sincere. I will remark, in reference to this question, that there 
was nothing in the manner or matter of the interview which I had with the Indians on the Withlacoochee 
to give me the smallest suspicion of their sincerity. There seemed to be a peculiar sadness over them, as 
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if thoughtful of the misfortunes of their tribe, indicating that further hostility on their part was hopeless, 
I thought them sincere, and in that opinion all who were present entirely concurred with me; and I am 
the more inclined to continue in that belief from several considerations. Although wars among Indian 
tribes are, sometimes, of very long duration, it is seldom that active warlike movements among them 
continue for any great length of time. With tribes at war, there may be years of cessation of the war, 
when a war-party, as it is called, is got up, with considerable formality, with a feast and a war-dance, and 
the party will make what they call a strike at the enemy, return from the expedition, and celebrate their 
success, if successful, with the sealp-dance. But this kind of war cannot be carried on against the whites, 
To carry on war against the whites the Indians are compelled to embody themselves in large numbers, 
making it difficult for them to obtain supplies of ammunition, provision, or clothing, In Florida, the 
enemy had, I believe, been so embodied for some length of time; they had had, I believe, some special 
causes for the war, which had in part been removed, especially by the conduct of Oceola near Fort King, 
and I believed his language to me in council, that ‘he was satistied,” had reference to that conduct. I 
have heard of other similar instances. The Indians had been successful in the destruction of Major Dade’s 
command, and they had killed many more than they had lost. General Gaines having taken a position 
in their neighborhood, which they had found it impossible to move, they must have seen that they could 
not, in future, have procured from above the supply of provisions, consisting of cattle, which they had 
before drawn from thence. The opinion among them that this position was likely to be permanently held 
was calculated to break doavn their spirit. I have never doubted that the Indians were informed of the 
movement of General Clinch from Fort Drane on the 5th of March. I believe that the Indians, in the 
knowledge of this, saw additional reason to suppose that they could net maintain themselves in the 
country, and that, taking council on the evening of the 5th, they had concluded to make overtures of 
peace; and I have always believed they would have accepted terms such as would have been worthy of 
this great nation to dictate to them had there been authority there to conclude a peace. There was not, 
in the council I held with the Indians, anything said about the terms of a peace. They made no proposi- 
tion to me whatever. They asked for nothing; stipulated for nothing beyond what I have stated in my 
testimony. They were told by me that they should be sent for to council; but that, in the meantime, 
they must abstain from war, and promise to attend the council when sent for. They engaged to all that 
freely, and with apparent alacrity. During the time that the troops remained at Fort Drane after that, 
to wit, from the 11th to the 26th of March, as I have understood and believe, there was no sign of any 
hostility of the Indians in that part of the country. They had abundant opportunities to annoy the troops 
at that post, which were scattered over an extent of country of several miles in diameter, accommo- 
dating themselves with wood and water. Even before I left there, and as I have heard afterwards, the 
officers and men were passing, at pleasure, between the several corps of the army thus dispersed, and 
provisions were sent to these several corps without once being disturbed. General Gaines and his staff, 
a party of four, during that time, travelled from Fort Drane to Tallahassee, through a country that had 
been before, and was afterwards, in possession of the Indians, without molestation, and without suspi- 
[have always believed that the Indians had a right to suppose that 
be made against them until they should have been sent for and 


cion of danger, so far as I know, 
no further hostile demonstrations would 
heard in council. When the hostile movement took place from Fort Drane, about the 26th of March, the 
rear was fired upon by the Indians, and, I have understood, a baggage wagon, or perhaps two, cut off. I 
have regarded this as an evidence that the Indians were fully informed of the exposed position of the 
several corps around Fort Drane; but as long as they could hope to be sent for to council they abstained 
from annoying those corps, In compliance with their engagement on the Withlacoochee river. 

10. Question by General Gaines. What reason had General Gaines for suspending his operations against 
the Seminole Indians on and after the 6th of March, 1836? 

Answer. The fact that the enemy had raised a white flag; had asked for peace; had been told the 
conditions; had promised to abide by those conditions, by which they were to have a council with a view 
to settle the terms of that peace. 

14. Question by the court. Were they informed, in council, that a large army was approaching ? 

Answer. I stated, in the body of my testimony, that | informed the Indians that General Gaines was 
but one of several chicfs sent against them by the President of the United States to enforce a peace upon 
them. I, of course, intended to convey to the court the fact that those chiefs were not alone, but were 
accompanied by large forces. The object of this information was that stated in the body of my testimony, 
to assure the enemy of the great power of the white people; that they, the Indians, could not withstand it, 
and that they would be compelled to submit. I was not myself informed, and of course did not commu- 
nicate to the Indians, the time at which these forces would arrive. That information was communicated 
by the signal guns, which, I have understood, were directed to be fired by the several divisions of the 
army approaching the Withlacoochee. The Indians occupied a central position, and were much more 
likely to have heard those guns than the army divisions themselves. I will add to this answer that the 
Indians are, perhaps, the best scouts and spies in the world, and it would have been next to impossible 
for a large force to have approached their stronghold, in that stage of the war, without their knowledge. 

11. Question by General Gaines. Was it or was it not after the Indians sued for peace that they were 
told that other forces were ordered into the country against them ? 

Answer. It was after they sued for peace. 

15, Question by the court. While you were in the fortified camp on the Withlacoochee were there any 
preparations made for a sortie by order of General Gaines? If so, state the force or corps, and the 
officers appointed to the command of the troops ordered for that purpose. 

Answer, The troops in the camp were disposed in the form of a square. 
of each face of the square to be held in readiness for a sortie, directions being given for the other wing 
Colonel Foster would have been one of the officers on the right. I believe General Smith 


The order was for one wing 


to extend. 


himself would have commanded the sortie on the left. I am not able, at this time, to give the names of 


the other officers. The order was given on the 29th of February, in the afternoon, and communicated by 
myself to Colonel Twiggs, commanding the light brigade. A previous order on the subject had, I believe, 
been communicated by some other officer. It is my opinion that, had the attack been renewed, in char- 
acter like that of the morning of the 29th, a sortie would have been made; but after that attack there 
was no serious attack made while we were on the Withlacoochee. There were but small parties engaged, 
from time to time, in endeavors to annoy us. This circumstance was itself a source of alarm, lest the 
Indians had abandoned that part of the country, to the disappointment ef the hope of General Scott, 
expressed in a letter to General Clinch, and which had been seen at Fort King. The first order for the 
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preparation for a sortie was, I believe, given, not through myself, but through some other officer. Colonel 
Foster came to me and made a suggestion as to a mere detail, desiring me to communicate it to General 
Gaines. I did so, and received his orders thereon, which were communicated as above stated. General 
Gaines, on several occasions, spoke of the probability of an arrival of troops other than those expected 
from Fort Drane, especially speaking of Colonel Lindsay, who was supposed to have arrived at Tampa 
Bay, and declared it to be his purpose instantly to move in any direction from which reports of firing 
might be heard. Log canoes were constructed, and were then in the camp, with rived boards, to be eae 
for purposes of making platforms on the canoes to cross the river; the general saying that he would cross 
the river instantly on hearing a gun from the other side. 
The court adjourned to meet on the 17th instant, at 11 o’clock. 


Turspay, January 17, 1837. 
The court met pursuant to adjournment. All present. 


Captain G. A, McCatt, of the 4th regiment of infantry, a witness, being duly sworn, was interrogated 
as follows: 

1. Question by the court. Will you state to the court, as nearly as you can recollect, the occurrences 
that transpired on the Withlacoochee, after the army, under Major General Gaines, reached that place, 
and during the time it remained in Camp Izard? 

Answer. The army reached the Withlacoochee between one and two o'clock on the 27th of February. 
On arriving at the encamping ground of General Clinch the column was halted and the rear guard left 
in charge of the baggage train. With the advance and main column General Gaines proceeded to the 
river bank for the purpose of reconnoitring the crossing. A half hour or more had been passed in 
examining the depth of the water where the trail struck, when the general was fired upon by a party of 
eight or ten Indians, and immediately after the fight commenced from across the river. In half an hour 
the firing very nearly ceased, after which the troops encamped on the ground formerly occupied by 
General Clinch. The Indians who had acted as guides then declared that the ford they were seeking 
must be some miles lower down. The general determined to proceed to the point indicated, and the next 
morning, a little after sunrise, the columns were in motion for that point. As the advance guard arrived 
on the river bank the Indians from the opposite bank opened a fire upon them by which Lieutenant Izard, 
in command of the advance, was mortally wounded. The advance was immediately sustained by two 
companies of the 4th infantry, and one company of volunteers was posted higher up the river. The fire 
was kept up, at intervals, across the river until about one o’clock. In the meantime a working party had 
been detailed to prepare canoes and flooring for a pontoon bridge, and it was expected that everything 
would be in readiness for crossing by noon the next day. At about four o’clock that afternoon a very 
Joud whooping was heard, as of a party advancing down the river on the opposite side. This was 
answered by tle Indians opposite to us, and the friendly Indians with us declared it to be Micanopy, 
whose force they estimated at about cight hundred warriors, coming to reinforce the Mickasuky Indians. 
They remarked, also, that they must be whipped for three days in succession before they would give up. 
These circumstances determined General Gaines to write to General Clinch for an additional supply of 
ainmunition and provisions, requesting him to bring down any mounted force he might have with him, as 
he considered that species of troops essential. The following morning I accompanied General Gaines on 
a reconnoissance of the ground immediately in front and on the left of the encampment on the river. 
Very soon after he returned, the working party, which was a short distance to the left of the encampment, 
was fired upon, and immediately afterwards a heavy fire was opencd on three sides of the encampment. 
The troops had been directed not to throw away a shot, and never to fire without good aim and a fair 
striking distanee. This order was observed with great coolness, and a heavy fire was sometimes 
sustained for several minutes without a shot being returned. The fight continued without intermission 
for upwards of two hours, when the Indians retired and did not make their appearance again that day. 
The loss of the troops this day was one sergeat killed and thirty-odd officers and men wounded; among 
the latter were General Gaines and Lieutenant Duncan. After the action the work was resumed for the 
purpose of completing the materials for the bridge. That evening General Gaines sent another express 
to General Clinch, informing him of the occurrences of the morning, saying that he had abstained from a 
sortie and should continue to do so until he heard from him, Jest a sortie might disperse the Indians 
Without resulting in any important advantage. On the following morning the Indians did not reappear, 
as was expected, nor did they appear in force again until the 3d of March, when they directed upon the 
camp, for about an hour, a fire nearly as warm as that of the 29th of February, and, at intervals, until 
the 5th of March; on which day, at about nine p. m., a voice was heard hailing the camp. It was at 
first supposed to be a return express, and he was desired to advance. The voice of the negro was then 
heard to say “that the Indians were tired of fighting and wished to come in in the morning and shake 
hands.” He was told that if the Indians appeared in the morning with a white flag they would be heard. 
About nine o'clock the following morning a body of about three hundred Indians appeared some four or 
six hundred yards in the rear of the encampment with a white flag. After some hesitation three of their 
party advanced and were met by Adjutant Barrow, of the Louisiana voluuteers, who, after a short time, 
returned and said that the Indians told him they had lost many warriors, desired peace, and were willing 
to shake hands. Captain Hitchcock was then directed to meet them and hear particularly what they had 
to say. On his return he reported that the Indians were apparently subdued in spirit and seemed 
extremely anxious to make pez.ce; they had told him they would meet him again in the afternoon and 
give him their final answer. About the appointed time the Indians returned, and, after some time passed 
in conference, a party of Indians, who were in their rear, were fired on by General Clinch’s flankers, 
approaching from Fort Drane in that direction, which broke up the meeting. On the morning of the 8th 
of March, the Indians not having appeared since the 5th, General Clinch sent an interpreter to ascertain 
their situation, numbers, and disposition. On the evening of the 9th General Gaines turned over the 
command to General Clinch, who assumed command, in orders, on the following morning. That afternoon 
the troops took up the line of march, under command of General Clinch, for Fort Drane. 

2. (Question by the court. What was the number of Indians that invested the camp on the Withla- 
coochee, and how many attacks were made by them ? 

Answer. The number of warriors on the morning of the 29th was, in my opinion, between twelve and 
fifteen hundred, including negroes, judging from the extent of ground they covered, their fire, and their 
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On the morning of the 3d their numbers, though apparently not so numerous as on the 29th of 


war-cry. 
They made five or six attacks, or fired into the camp 


February, were greater than at any subsequent time. 
five or six times, altowether; occasional shots were fired both by day and night, 

3. Question by the court. No sortie was made on the enemy at the several attacks made on the “ump, 
What were the reasons that withheld or prevented such a movement on the part of General Gaines 7 


Answer, He did not explain to me, particularly, his reasons, but my impression was that it would not 


have resulted in any important advantage. 

4. Question by the court. Did no officer, during the siege, urge the propriety of making a sortie ? 

Answer. 1 did not myself hear any officer, and ny impression at the time was that there Was no officer 
there who differed with the general on that point. 

5. Question by the court. What is your opinion of the ability of the forees under General Gaines to 
drive and beat the enemy, if a sortie had been made ? 

Answer, | have not the smallest doubt that they would have been able to do it; but, from the nature 
of the ground, the hammocks which bordered the river being thick and extremely difficult of access to the 
troops, would have enabled the Indians, lying concealed, to deliver their fire, and then, owing to their 
superior celerity and knowledge of the ground, to have passed through the haramock and crossed the river 
before the troops could have come up with them, their facilities for crossing the river being great, and the 
troops without the means of following them. 

1. Question by General Gaines. What part of the force was out of the limits of my breastwork during 
the action of the 29th of February; and state whether one or two companies were not often engaged in 
firing at the enemy across the river prior to the 6th of March ? 

Answer, There was one company without the limits of the breastwork on the 29th of February, 
Several companies were engaged in firing at the enemy across the river prior to the 6th of March. 

2. Wuestion by General Gaines, What is your opinion as to the practicability of ascertaining, a week 

‘two weeks after the Seminole Indians had left the battle eround or encampment, what number had 
moe «L said encampment or battle ground? State whether the Indians usually leave at their encamp- 
ments as much evidence of numbers as the whites usually leave. 

Answer. 1 think it would be impracticable, a week or two weeks after a battle, to ascertain from the 
signs commonly left by Indians what number had been on the battle ground; and, as a principal object of 
the Indians in eneamping in time of war is to conceal their numbers, it would be extremely difficult, per- 
haps impossible, to make even a tolerable guess at the numbers that occupied an encampment, unless they 
had occupied it for some length of time. In reply to the latter part of the question, the Indians do not 
usualy leave at their cncampments anything like as much evidence of numbers as the whites usually 
leave. 

3. Question by General Gaines. What were the sentiments and wishes of the Louisiana volunteers, on 
board the steamboat Watchman, on the 6th and 7th of February, 1836, as expressed in your presence and 
hearing, in reference to the continuance of General Gaines to Command them in person, on the campaign 
against the Seminole Indians ? 

Answer, On the arrival of the steamboat Watchman at Pensacola on the 6th of February, 1836, it was 
ascertained that the steamboat Merchant, with one battalion of the regiment of volunteers, under the imme- 
diate command of Colonel Smith, commanding officer of the regiment, had sailed the day before for ‘Tampa 
Bay. On landing at Pensacola General Gaines received the letter from the adjutant general, notifying 
him that General Scott had been ordered to proceed to Florida, and directing him to await further orders 
in New Orleans. On receiving this letter General Gaines remarked to me that he would go, with great 
readiness, wherever his services might be most useful to his country, and said then that he thought he 
should return to New Orleans. I left him immediately to attend tosome duties. When the troops learned 
the purport of the letter received, many of the volunteers collected around me, and inquired if the general 
intended to proceed or retarn. LT replied, “IT believed he would return.” They then expressed, in strong 
terms, their regret at this information, and the general opinion, as far as T learned, was that he should 
proceed. After this the commanding officer of that battalion, Licutenant Colonel Lawson, came to me and 
made the same inquiry. IT replied as before. He said “he thought General Gaines was bound to proceed, 
at least to Tampa Bay; that he would be severely censured if he relinquished the command,” and he 
requested me to urge the general to proceed. He spoke of the confusion that would probably ensue in 
the event of his giving up the command. Colonel Smith, the next in rank to General Gaines, was willing, 
through personal regard to Lieutenant Colonel Twiges, of the 4th infantry, to waive rank with that officer, 
for the purpose of giving him the command of the brigade; but if General Gaines relinquished the command 
of the expedition, Major Foster, of the 4th infantry, and licutenant colonel by brevet, would assert his right 
to the command of the brigade, in virtue of his brevet commission, which was senior to Colonel Twiges’s 
commission in the line, and contention for the command of the brigade would arise, which might cause the 
separation of the troops, and, in that way, endanger the success of the expedition.” He left me, saying he 
would cail on the general and converse with him on the subject. IT saw General Gaines very soon after 
this, and he told me he had determined to proceed, at least to Tampa Bay, and that he would be governed 
by circumstances in lis future determinations. On the passage to Tampa Bay he showed me the rough 
draught of a letter which he said he intended to address to General Scott in case he found him in the 
field. That letter was announcing his arrival with the troops under his command, and proposing a co-ope- 
ration with those under General Scott. He at the same time remarked to me that if General Scott preferred 
to take the sole conduct of the war, he would, without hesitation, turn over the command to him. 

4. Question by General Gaines. Did anything occur at Dade’s battle ground which tended to confirm 
General Gaines in the determination to proceed to Fort King ? 

Answer, On Dade’s battle ground, whilst a party detailed to bury the dead were collecting the bodies, 
General Gaines expressed to me his anxiety to know where the enemy was, not having met him, as was 
expected, on the march to that point, and his desire to know the situation of the command under General 
Clinch. He stated that the surest means of acquiring this information was to proceed to Fort King, but 
expressed an unwillingness to draw upon the supplies of that post, which might be slender. I then 
nahn that it had been that morning mentioned to me that the quartermaster present had been notified 

by his department that large supplies had been already ordered to Fort King. General Gaines ¢ xpressed 
great satisfaction at learning this, and the quartermaster was immediately sent for. He produced a letter 
from the Quartermaster General's office, dated the 19th of January preceding, informing him that a large 
supply of provisions had been ordered from New York to Fort King, and thirty thousand rations to St. 
Augustine from the same point. On receiving this information, General Gaines expressed his determina- 
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tion to proceed forthwith to Fort King, and the order for the march was given the moment the funeral 
rites were concluded. 

5. Question by General Gaines. On General Gaines’s arrival at Fort King, finding neither the supplies 
nor the troops he had expected, what plan of operations did he decide upon ? 

Answer. On arriving at Port King, finding that the garrison consisted of but one company of artillery, 
and that the supplies of provisions at that post would only afford him two days’ rations, he told me, in 
conversation, that it was his determination to take up the line of march for Fort Brooke, (Tampa Bay,) 
where he had supplies; and should he not find the enemy on the route thither, he would then operate in 
the direction of Talloptchupko, on Pease creck, for the purpose of intercepting the retreat of the Indians 
towards the Everglades, should they be driven in that direction by the troops operating above. In pro- 
ceeding to Tampa Bay, the route by Clincl’s battle ground was chosen for two reasons: first, because it 
was the shortest route, and, second, there was a greater probability of meeting the enemy on that route. 

6. Question by General Gaines. Was it General Gaines’s intention to make a sortie in the event of his 
hearing General Clinch’s or Colonel Lindsay’s guns ? 

Answer, General Gaines remarked several times, while lying at Camp Izard, that he should not be 
surprised at hearing Lindsay’s guns on the other side, and in that event he would cross immediately and 
march to his aid; or should the Indians engage Clinch on his advance, he would immediately march out 
and support him. 


Captain Tnistie, a citizen of Louisiana, and witness, being duly sworn, was interrogated as follows: 

1. Question by the court. Were you in the campaign in [Florida under Major General Gaines, in 1836; 
if so, in what capacity ? 

Answer. | was. I commanded a company of seventy strong, officers included, in Colonel Smith’s 
regiment of volunteers, commanded by Major General Gaines. 

2. Question by the court. Please state to the court, as nearly as you can recollect, the occurrences 
that transpired on the Withlacoochece after the army reached that place, and during the time it remained 
in Camp Izard. 

Answer. On the 27th of February, I think, as the advance guard approached the river, it was fired 
upon from across the river, and sustained some injary. I think there were several wounded. Orders 
were then given to withdraw, and cncamp on General Clinch’s old encamping ground. I made some 
inquiry that evening of the cause of our not crossing the river, (it was understood on our march before 
we got to the river that we were going to a ford,) and I was informed by Colonel Smith that the Indians 
had made a mistake in some manner; he was not certain whether purposely or accidentally. They stated 
the ford was two or three miles further down the river. Next morning, about sunrise or a little after, the 
order was given to take up the line of march for the ford. We reached the place we started for about 9 
or 10 o’clock in the morning. General Gaines and Colonel Smith, with a detachment, went to examine 
the river, as IT was informed by Colonel Smith. As they were in the act of crossing the river, and 
partly in the water, they were fired on, and, as far as I recollect, the fire was kept up for some length 
of time, perhaps an hour or an hour and a_ half, with a tremendous war-yell, It appeared to me 
to extend for a quarter of a mile up and down the river. Being stationed on a rise of ground, I had 
advantage in hearing the sound. ‘The firing ceased, and orders were given for us to encamp; whilst 
there was a party making canoes, and others preparing breastworks. The breastworks were thrown 
up temporarily for the night, and the canoes principally finished—having worked on them till 10 
or 11 o’clock that night. 1 understood that evening that we would cross the river the next day. 
Next morning Iwas called upon early, with an order from General Gaines to have my select marksmen 
ready to go on the river. About 8 or 9 o’clock I paraded my men opposite to General Gaines’s quarters. 
At that place there were fifty regulars who had volunteered from different companies. Twenty more 
volunteered from Colonel Williams’s company; twelve from Captain Burk’s; and from Captain Kerr’s and 
Captain Alexander's enough to make one hundred and ten, including my own men—thirty-six. I was 
cautioned by General Gaines to use caution; that he did not send me on the river to have my men killed, 
but to kill the Indians. Colonel Twiggs shook hands with me, and likewise cautioned me to use great 
caution—to get men on the river bank without being discovered by the enemy, if possible. General 
Gaines had previously given me the same orders. [I was accompanied, for about 150 yards, by Captain 
Kerr, to show me where [ had better enter the hammock, as, the day previously, he had been on the river 
bank where Licutenant Izard got his mortal wound. My men were then put in open order. I directed 
them to get on the river the best way they thought proper, so as not to be discovered—cither to crawl or 
roll, and take their stations as near ten feet apart as circumstances and shelter would permit. I then 
commenced examining the line, to see if my order had been obeyed. I found that every man had taken 
caution to get behind a log or tree; and where they had nothing of this kind, they laid up chunks so that 
they could fire under the chunk and over the bank. Thad almost reached the extreme left of my ‘line 
when one of my men fired. 1, being within ten steps of him, asked him, ina low voice, “ what he fired 
at?” He said he saw one Indian, and that, having deliberate aim, fired at him. I retarned from him to 
take my station, when IT heard the crack of from fifteen to twenty rifles upon my side. Instantly there 
was a war-yell, and a heavy fire opened, the whole length of the line, from the enemy on the opposite 
side of the river. I had a space of about sixty vards of open ground to pass, In which space there was 
one pine tree standing by itself. T saw one of my men behind that tree. Then [attempted to cross this 
space, which I did by crawling. I should judge, from the shots fired at me and at this man, partly con- 
cealed behind this tree, that fifty or sixty shots were fired during the time I was passing this distance of 
fifty or sixty yards. J heard a tremendous fire in the rear, which I took to be an attack on the camp. 
About that time, or a little after, a recall was sounded. I had my non-commissioned officers stationed at 
intervals, which enabled me to pass the command for every man to keep his place and not leave his 
shelter, deeming it imprudent to have my men leave their cover under such a heavy fire as was then made 
on my small detachment. I had estimated the number to be from 375 to 450 of the enemy; across the 
river, from 35 to 40 yards wide. In about an hour afterwards the Indians principally ceased firing. I had 

just commenced passing the order to throw out flankers as the second recall was sounded, which was 
immediately obeyed. I returned to camp in good order; ten men slightly wounded. On reaching the 
camp | found a number of men that had been wounded, amongst them General Gaines. I perceived that the 
palmettoes were partly burnt in the enclosure of the camp, on the east side, which was effected by a 
fire communicated from the outside by the Indians, and, as I was informed, the Indians had come up te 
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within 30 or 40 yards of the camp, under cover of the smoke, while the palmettoes were burning. 
That evening I made a verbal report to General Gaines that I was confident that I had done the enemy 
some considerable injury, for I had seen three fall under my own eyes. He then gave me some instruc- 
tions, as I was on the reserve, informing me they had had a very severe attack on the camp, and expected 
one that night; charging me particularly te give orders to ny men not to fire in haste; that if the Indians 
undertook to storm the work, to let them come up to within 25 or 30 yards, so that every man might be 
sure of his object, as we had not a great supply of ammunition. Ll was informed that from 1,200 to 1,400 
Indians had made an attack on the camp during my absence. The next day we repaired our breastworks, 
and afew Indians showed themselves and fired on those who were preparing the timber, and the men 
were driven in. T made some inquiry as to our movements the next day, and I understood an express 
had been sent to General Clinch to come down with a reinforcement, and that it was not deemed proper to 
make an attack upon the enemy, or cross the river until such time as we had a force able to pursue him. 
I will remark, that it was my opinion that we ought not to undertake to charge the enemy unless we had 
My reason for this was that the Indians are lightly clad, and nothing to encumber them 
but the rifle, powder horn, and the bullet pouch. The general usually cautioned the men, and gave them 
great praise for not wasting their ammunition, On the 2d of March a few shots were occasionally fired 
into camp. On the 3d of March a very severe attack was made on the camp. I think it commenced 
about ten o’clock, and continued for an hour or an hour and a half, keeping at a long distance—some few 
occasionally coming up under shelter of some underbrush, &c., to within 75 yards of our camp. I took 
great care that day, as there had been some little argument previously as to the number of the Indians, 
to estimate their number, and I could not make the number of Indians and neeroes less than 1,200 or 
1,400. The Indians having ceased firing, the main body of them withdrew; some 15 or 20 would occa- 
sionally throw in a few shots on the east side of the camp. 1 proposed the next day to General Gaines 
to give me permission to mount about 20 or 25 of my men on the broken-down pack-horses. The generat’s 
reply was, that he expected a reinforcement, and this charge which [ wished to make could not be very 
effectual on account of the horses not being in order for a charge. It readily struck me the general was 
in the right, and IT wrong. The next day, the 4th of March, there were a few scattering shots fired, as 
the staff were dealing out some corn to the troops, but no one wounded to my knowledge. On the Sth, I 


mounted men. 


think, there were some shots. fired. 
The court here adjourned, to meet to-znorrow morning at 11 o’clock. 


January 18, 183 


The court met pursuant to adjournment. All present. 
J 
Captain Thistle’s testimony continued. 


On the evening of the 4th or 5th of March some one hailed the camp, which we took to be a reinforce- 
ment from Fort Drane. Ie was answered by Captain Burk, the officer of the day, asking what was 
wanted. Ife said the Indians were tired of fighting, and wislied to make peace. Ie was told to come 
the next morning with a white flag and they should be heard. The next morning, accordingly, at the 
appointed hour, | saw a group of Indians, about 300, in the rear of our camp, from five to six hundred 
yards. Then two or three advanced slowly towards the cneampment, and hailed the camp. They were 
answered by Adjutant Barrow to come nigher; that they should not be fired on nor injured. After 
some conversation with General Gaines, Adjutant Barrow took a white handkerchief, crossed the breast- 
works, advanced a few yards towards the enemy, and placed himself on a stump and showed his flag. 

After some hesitation on the part of the Indians, they sat upon a log about 275 steps from the breast- 
work. They were then met by Adjutant Barrow, afterwards by Captain Iitcheock, and some others of 
the staff’ I don’t know what there took place, as 1 was not present at the interview. The same evening 
they met again, about 3 or 4 o'clock. Whilst they were holding the council this time they were fired 
upon by General Clinch’s advance guard, and instantly they fled to the hammock. Colonel Twiggs was 
standing, at this time, in front of my company, which was a reserve. General Gaines had always cau- 
tioned me to have my company always in readiness, especially during the time they were holding the 
council, lest the Indians should betray their trust. He had not, however, the least idea they would, 
but he said there was no harm in being prepared for them. Colonel Twiggs, when the Indians were fired 
upon, expressed “QO, my God, what a pity! what a pity!” Ile said that if it had not been for this unfor- 
tunate circumstance everything would have been accomplished in the way of peace. I made obser- 
vations myself that I wished that General Clinch had had the good fortune to have killed the whole of 
them, for [ did not believe, myself, that there was any sincerity in them—no more than to suit their con- 
venicnee. But I would state that those officers, according to the best of my judgment, did sincerely 
believe that the Indians were sincere, That evening, about 9 or 10 o’clock, our camp was hailed in front 
by the same one who had previously hailed us, asking for two days to see Micanopy and to hold a council 
amongst themselves; T heard them agree to return at the end of two days to council; the next day I 
asked permission from General Gaines to take six men and examine the river to find the crossing place; 
he told me he had no objection, that Colonel Sinith would give me permission, which was done; I selected 
my men and left the camp about 2 o’clock; I took an easterly direction and entered the hammock; I dis- 
covered a large Indian trail, it led into a swamp which was very thick with undergrowth and brier vines; 
you could scarce see a man ten yards unless it was in the Indian trail; I followed this Indian trail for 
about a mile; if was miry; I then came to a run or branch of an old river; I found one part of the trail 
led across this branch, on a large log, the other turned to the left; I followed the one that went to the 
left, about one hundred yards, where [found a ford; I crossed and came on toa small island about twenty 
yards wide; this descended from the river; the bank on the opposite side of the river was plain to my 
view, being seven or cight feet higher than the bank on which I stood; I hesitated, for a moment, to 
approach the bank; I saw the opposite bank was completely fortified by trees which had fallen accidentally; 
I likewise placed myself behind a large cypress that stood on the summit of the bank; I had no shelter 
from the opposite bank, except in front, and, from my view of the river, the enemy could have thrown in 
fires on me right and left; I then discovered several ralts on the opposite side, which appeared to be lashed 
together with vines or raw hides, aud, apparently, extended across the river; the view 1 took of this position 
was, that the Indians had selected it, and that they could make good their crossing, and beat us, if we 
had pursued them to that point, against all our force, provided they had not been more than 500 strong, 
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but I always judged their force something like three times that number; I returned to camp between 10 
and 11 o’clock that evening; I went immediately and reported myself and my men, and learned that it 
had been snegested by Colonel Lawson, and, I also understood, by General Gaines and Colonel Smith, 
that they were alraid I had met with some serious accident; nothing more of any importance took place; 
we waited three days for the return of those Indians in council, as they had promised us; I had often 
had conversation between that period with a number of the officers, and they all believed the Indians 
were sincere; some went so far as to say that I was stubborn, and-would not believe the truth when it 
was so plain before me. After the end of two days I asked Adjutant Barrow, who had great confidence 
in the sincerity of the Indians, what he then thought of their promise to return; he said he would 
not hesitate to cross the river and go to the enemy’s camp; we waited two days longer, no Indians made 
their appearance; a negro named Primus, [ think, was sent on the evening of the 7th, if 1 mistake not, to 
see What information he coutd obtain from the enemy; he had not returned when we took up our line of 
march for Fort Drane, under the command of General Clinch, on the evening of the 10th; the evening of 
the 10th I was informed that Primus had returned; I made some little inquiry, and was informed that the 
Indians had gone thirty miles into the Wahoo or Black swamp, and were there with their warriors and 
families; we marched to Fort Drane, where we encamped; we lay there for a number of days; while 
we were on the Withlaeoochee, and after the council was held with the Indians, our men used to fish on 
the river bank without being molested by the enemy. 

1. Question by General Gaines. The witness has stated that he did not believe in the sincerity of the 
Indians in suing for peace on the 5th and 6th of March, 1835, and yet that he, on the 6th, asked and 
obtained leave to go out of camp, and did go some distance out of camp with his six men. The witness 
is desired to state whether he would have believed it quite safe or prudent to go out so far with so small 
a detachment if the Indians were indeed insincere in their attempts to sue for peace ? 

Answer I will first state that [consider myself a first-rate woodsman; [ have hunted with the Indians, 
IT have traded with them, and know their character, I think, almost as well as any other person who has 
not spent the principal part of his life with them; I would consider myself capable of keeping myself con- 
cealed from the enemy, if I did not choose to come in contact with them; I would refer to one instance when I 
was under the command of Major General Scott: after we had effected our crossing, in part, of the Withla- 
coochee, and the Louisiana regiment of volunteers had crossed the river, my station being on the left, mine 
was the last company that crossed; I had been previously detailed to cover the landing; after crossing, I 
took my station on the left; I was ordered to erect a breastwork and send out five or six men as spies or 
picket guard; after my men had commenced the work, and my picket guard set out, I took the liberty to 
take with me my first lieutenant; we proceeded in the direction of the crossing place I have alluded to, 
being then on the opposite side from that at which [had before examined the crossing; we passed between a 
pond on the right, and the river on our left, about the distance of three-quarters of a mile from camp, 
where we heard some Indian giving the word of command to his warriors; I took this to be the word of 
command from the sound rapidly advancing, and being the same tone of voice that we had the pleasure of 
hearing so often in our camp; we immediately retraced our steps; J. gave directions to my lieutenant to 
tell my picket guard to conceal themselves behind trees; I gave this information of the approach of the 
enemy to Colonel Smith, and likewise mentioned to him that I concluded this was the Indian’s advance 
guard. 
At the request of Major General Gaines, the court here instructed the judge advocate to enter on the 
record certain extracts from the documents which accompany the proceedings in the case of Major General 
Scott. These extracts are as follows: 


EXTRACTS. 
From General Scott to the Adjutant General, dated Augusta, Georgia, January 31, 1836.—( Doc. No. 18.) 


“It is now my opinion that the Seminoles cannot be promptly reduced to submission by a force much 
short of five thousand men, and that the greater part of this force ought to be mounted.” 


From the same to the same, dated Augusta, Georgia, February 2, 1836.—(Doc. No. 20.) 

“Cannot the 4th infantry be ordered from Louisiana to the theatre of operations ?” 

From General Scott to Colonel Lindsay, dated Augusta, Georgia, February 2, 1836.—(Doc. No. 29.) 

“By the 20th of this month, at the latest, I hope to be in sufficient force on the St. John’s, or at Fort 
King, or at Fort Drane, to commence a system of vigorous operations against the Seminole Indians. 

“Tt is unofticially reported that Lieutenant Colonel Twiggs, with a detachment of the 4th infantry, 
has been ordered from New Orleans to Tampa Bay. If this should be true, your force may be sufficient 
to enable you to leave the necessary garrison and to operate a junction with the main army at the distance 
of three or four marches.” 


From General Scott to the Adjutant General, dated Augusta, Georgia, February 6, 1836.—(Doc. No. 34.) 


“The moment we are in force on the St. John’s, and take up the expected line of operations, St. 
Augustine will become an interior position. That line of operations will probably be first from Picolata 
to Tampa Bay, in order to open communications with Forts King and Drane, and with Colonel Lindsay. 
My object will be to cut the enemy off from the country to the left of that line, and to force him to the 
right. If I sueceed, the theatre of operations, though favorable to him, will be much less bad for us than 
the southern part of the peninsula. ; 

“Tam more and more persuaded that I have not called for too large a force. By the 25th instant I 
may, perhaps, have in Florida, in all, 4,000 men, and by March 500 more. It is not probable that I shall 
delay offensive movements quite so long.” 


From the same to the same, dated Savannah, February 16, 1836.—( Doc. No. 38.) 


“Colonel Hawkins, the aide-de-camp of Governor Eaton, arrived here a few days since, bringing 
despatches, and he has set out on his return with my answer. I had anticipated his inquiries generally 
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by his letter to his excellency, dated the first instant, (a copy of which has been forwarded,) and I have 
said to him more in detail that it will be preferable to place any force he may have in the field, or find 
it necessary to call out, (not exceeding from 400 to 600 men,) in defensive positions, for the protection of 
the settlements of Middle Florida, as it was still my hope to cut off the hostile Indians from the southeast 
and drive them towards those settlements. 

“T Jearn by newspapers that from 600 to 1,000 men, mostly volunteers, have sailed from New Orleans 
for Florida, I think, Tampa Bay. I have not called for a single man of the regulars or militia from 
Louisiana, Perhaps the reported force volunteered for the temporary protection of Tampa Bay, as certain 
companies sailed hence and from Charleston for the specific defence of Picolata and St. Augustine some 
weeks ago. Hence I could not rely on the troops from Louisiana for the general purposes of the cam- 
paign, and therefore did nothing to arrest the detaching and the march of troops from this quarter, 
But if Tampa Bay has been reinforced from Louisiana, and to the extent reported, Colonel Lindsay will 
be in a condition, on arriving with the Alabama regiment, to act offensively in any direction and indepen- 


dent of support.” 
General Scott to General Clinch, dated Savannah, February 12, 1836.—(Doc. No. 41.) 


“JT am unable, as yet, from the want of recent information from the theatre of war, and better topo- 
eraphical knowledge of that theatre, to lay down any definitive plan of operations. I shall rely much on 
communications to be received from you on all points necessary to the formation of such plan, but my 
present idea is that it may be best to move upon the road from St. Augustine to Tampa Bay, till joined 
by Colonel Lindsay from the latter place, and if possible to cut off the greater number of the Indians 


from the fastnesses below that line.” 
General Scott to the Adjutant General, dated Picolata, Florida, February 26, 1836.—(Doc. No. 47.) 


“Observing by returns from Brigadier General Clinch that his supplies were but limited, and desirous 
of placing at Fort Drane subsistence for the right wing for at least twenty days, in order to give confi- 
dence and effect to any movement to be made from that point, I have been occupied in devising means to 
send thither additional supplies to the amount of seventy tons, To enable me to do this, [have been wait- 
ing for the wagons, horses, and pack-saddles provided at Augusta and Savannah. Some of these wagons 
have arrived, but as yet no horses. The remainder of that baggage train cannot be expected here from 
Savannah in less than ten days. 

“Tt seems that Major General Gaines arrived at Fort King from Tampa Bay on the 22d. 

‘‘T have time to add no more’ All my plans are thwarted, the principal of which was to move in 
concert from Fort Drane, Volusia, and. Tampa, on the 8th of March, upon the enemy, who are supposed to be 


(at this time) principally upon the Withlacoochee.” 
Notes appended to General Scott's Order No. 4, dated Picolata, February 26, 1836.—(Doc. No. 55.) 


“The right wing was intended to be concentrated at Fort Drane, say by March 8, when it was 
expected that General Clinch would have had all the Georgia troops, companies of United States artillery, 
and the detachment of United States dragoons; in all, about 1,400 men. 

“On the 25th instant it was known that General Clinch would have had, but for General Gaines, 
19,000 rations for men and about 3,000 bushels of corn for horses. That amount of subsistence at Fort 
Drane I should more than have maintained by the 8th of March, by means of the baggage train expected 
from Savannah and Charleston, and by the aid of boating on the Ocklawaha to Payne’s Landing.” 


General Scott to the Adjutant General, dated Picolata, March 2, 1836.—( Doc. No. 52.) 


“All hope of sending supplies hence by the Ocklawaha is abandoned. We have to rely solely on 
the road to Fort Drane, which is bad enough; and the horses and mules which were to have followed me 
closely from Savannah have not arrived. 

“The company of Georgia mounted volunteers that arrived here about six days ago, and with which 
I had expected to march to Fort Drane, refused to be mustered into service, and refused to come under 
the rules and articles of war, with the exception of a small part that remains. The rest went off without 
leave from their gallant and patriotic captain (Kenan) yesterday and the day before. The other four 
companies of the same battalion are this moment reported to have arrived on the opposite shore. I have 
sent an officer over to muster them into service. If I can get two of the companies I shall be most happy. 
I may obtain the four, but will march with one to Fort Drane. Some mounted men are indispensable, and 
I know not that the United States dragoons will arrive ina month. I wish I had never relied upon the 
arrival of that detachment. Expecting it hourly at Savannah, (I had expected it at Charleston as early 
as the 4th ultimo,) I left all the horses, in order that the mounts might first be chosen, and the remainder 
of the lot sent here for the baggage train. That error I corrected, as far as practicable, by an order 
given to Lieutenant Dimmock on the 21st ultimo. No horses, however, have arrived from Savannah. 

“We have heard nothing recently from Colonel Goodwyn’s regiment of mounted South Carolinians, 
but presume it has reached Jacksonville below. 

“T ordered from Savannah the little steamer belonging to the Engineer department, called the 
Essayons, to be sent here for the express purpose of communicating with that post (Volusia) and of 
supplying it with stores from Picolata, but that boat, like everything else (almost) left behind, has not 
arrived. 

“T have at length received a letter from Colonel Lindsay, dated at Mobile, the 13th ultimo. He was 
about to set out for Tuscaloosa to hasten the Alabama regiment. It is now evident that he cannot be at 
Tampa before the 10th, probably the 15th instant. 

“Brigadier General Eustis cannot cross the Ocklawaha earlier than the 14th instant.” 


General Scott to General Clinch, dated Picolata, March 1, 1836.—( Doc. No. 60.) 

f 

“By the arrival at daylight this morning of the express from Fort Drane I have your note o 
yesterday’s date, accompanied by a letter to you from Major General Gaines, dated the day before. 

“T regret, in every point of view, the premature and unauthorized movement from Tampa Bay made 
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by that general, and the very awkward and responsible position he has placed himself in by his subse quent 
march from Fort King. I presume that, as instructed, you sent him my Order No. 4, dated the 26th ultimo. 
By that he saw that if the troops he brought with him from Tampa Bay cou ld not be subsisted at Fort 
King by means of supplies derived . this place through the Ocklawaha, it was e xpressly commanded 
that the column should march io Volusia without delay, where subsiste nce in abundance would be 
immediately provided. But he had, before that order reached him, taken from Fort Drane a large part of 
the subsistence relied upon for a more systematic course of oper rations and decamped. The order  howev er, 

I take it for granted, was sent after him, and in time to reach him within twenty miles of Fort King. te 
any event, the responsibility of his movements and actual position is his own, for he must have known, 
as “early us the 10th ultimo, if not before, that I had been charged with the general direction of the war 
in Florida, and that by inte fering he constituted himself an inte erloper. 

“Even if you had sufficient stores on hand and means of transportation, I should, under the cireum- 
stances, command you to send nv subsistence to him unless to prevent starvation; but you have neither. 
Let him, therefore, in time, extricate himself from the embarrassment he has placed himself in by marching 
upon V olusia, where I have no reason to doubt that 20,000 rations, sent hence on the 27th ultimo, have 
safely arrived. As he appears to have a retreat open to him, or is in no peril to prevent his taking that 
step, you of course will make no detachment or movement to join him. 

“The train you have ordered hither is expected to- night. As yet we have here but few w agons to 
add to your number. The whole train shall be immedi: itely loaded with subsistence and sent back to Fort 
Drane I have only time to say that should the troops under Major General Gaines be compelled to mareh 
back to Fort King or to Fort Drane, instead of proceeding to Volusia, as heretofore commanded, and as I 
still wish that they should do, on account of the extreme difficulty of sending subsistence to your 
neighborhood, you will only issue rations to them for their current subsistence, and not for further false 
expeditions. 

“As the first consequence of the arrival of the troops trom Tampa Bay to Fort King, and the demand 
made upon Fort Drane for subsistence, I was obliged to order back a battalion of Ge orgia volunteers that 
had the nn been nearly twp days in route to join you. 

“The company of mounted men from the same State, now on the opposite side of the river, refuse to 
be mustered into service, and refuse to come under the rules and articles of war. The other companies 
of the same battalion may follow their example. 4f they do, I shall lose no time in ordering the whole 
back to their homes. 

‘Major Gates with his three companies has not arrived, and I have no intelligence respecting the 
United States dragoons of a recent date. Finally, the horses for some days expected from Savannah 
have not arrived. These embarrassments may detain me here I know not how long. 

“The left wing is moving upon Volusia with system and success. The South Carolina foot con- 
stitutes the advance, and I suppose the mounted regiment from the same State is now crossing the St. 
John’s at Jacksonville. 

“Send another copy of my Order No. 4 to Major General Gaines, and a copy of Order No 1, which 
is enclosed for the purpose. The former is reiterated so far as respects the march to Volusia, if this be 
practicable; and enclose him a certified copy of this letter, for his government and your justification. I 
remain, in haste, your obedient servant, Winfield Scott. 

“P.S.—I am instructed by Major General Scott to say that the quartermaster’s return did not 
accompany your iectter of the 27th ultimo. No return has been received of your ordnance or ordnance 
stores, particularly the fixed ammunition for muskets. Please to send one. Respectfully, A. Van Buren, 
aide-de-camp.” 


General Scott to General Clinch, dated Picolata, March 4, 1836.—(Doc. No. 69.) 


“T still presume that Major General Gaines will be obliged to fall back on Fort Drane, which increases 
my anxiety tu send the wagons (with some additions) loaded. I would prefer much that the force brought 
with him was back to Tampa Bay, or rather that it had not marched from that place; provided that the 
movement fails to crush the enemy, or to terminate the war. The worst result, next to the loss of that 
fine body of men, or a third of it, would be mere success in driving the enemy into the lower country, 
where, I suppose, it would be almost impossible for us to follow—I mean below the waters of Charlotte 
harbor. Hence my indignation that an isolated attack should have been made from your vicinity, well 
calculated to produce that result, and at a time, too, when you knew, and Major General Gaines must have 
known, through you, (and before,) that my plan, with ample means, was to move simultaneously upon the 
Withlacoochee in three columns—from Tampa Bay, the upper crossing on the Ocklawaha, and Fort 
Drane—so as to make it impossible for the enemy to escape to the lower country. 

“T have not yet supposed that Major General Gaines has not his retreat upon Fort Drane or King 
perfectly in his power. On account of subsistence, if he can cut his way through the enemy to Tampa 
Bay, I should much prefer that his force should be there; and when I wished him to march or send that force 
to Volusia, it was because it would be infinitely more easily subsisted there than at Fort Drane. Should 
he, however, be in any difficulty in operating a retreat from the Withlacoochee, I certainly wish you to 
afford any succor that the slender means within your reach may allow; and this, doubtless, you ‘would 
render without any special permission to that effect. If the force return to Fort Drane or King, it must 
be sustained for at least five or six days from the means derived from this place; and hence, I now prefer 
it should become a part of the right wing, rather than take that quantity of subsistence from you, and 
march back to Tampa Bay.” 


General Scott to the Adjutant General, dated Picolata, March 6, 1836.—( Doc. No. 68.) 


“Tat length know that the South Carolina mounted regiment reached Jacksonville yesterday. It is 
destined to make part of the left wing. 

‘Besides, Brigadier General Eustis has necessarily been compelled to wait for the South Carolina 
mounted regiment, which cannot reach St. Augustine before the day after to-morrow, and Volusia before 
the 12th. 

“Tf the column under Major General Gaines had fallen back upon Fort Drane or King, the right wing 
would have wanted nothing but subsistence, and the forces now in this vicinity and known to be coming 
up, to act with vigor and effect. 














380 MILITARY AFFAIRS. [ No. 738. 


“To add to my numerous vexations, the wagons reported to have been shipped at Baltimore in the 
Arctic have been left behind. 
“T send no more troops, for the present, to Fort Drane, on account of the difficulty of sabsisting them 
there. If Major General Gaines shall not fall back on that point, it will be indispensable to wait for Cap- 


tain Wharton.” 
Aide-de-Camp Van Buren to the Adjutant General, dated Fort Drane, March 25, 1836.—( Document No 97.) 


“Captain Wharton, with his detachment of dragoon recruits, reached this the day before yesterd: uy.” 


General Scott to the Adjutant General, dated between Picolata and Garey’s Ferry, March 9, 1836.—( Document 
No. 71.) 


“T have just set out for Fort Drane, via Garey’s Ferry, on Black creck, with two companies of regulars, 
and intending to take with me from the latter place the small battalion of mounted Georgians, (heretofore 
mentioned,) under the command of Major Douglass. Lieutenant Colonel Bankhead is at the head of the 
first detachment, and the two together may make a total of about 240, But even this small force may be 
important to rescue Major General Gaines. 

“T had not received the slightest information of the operations on the Withlacoochee (official or other- 
wise) of a later date than the 29th ultimo up to this morning, and had concluded that he had effected his 
mare h, with more or less success, against the enemy upon Tampa Bay; when, at day-light, the steamer 
that I am now in arrived, and brought the rumor which is confirmed by the two accompanying notes from 
Paymaster Lytle, received about six hours afterwards. On the reception of the rumor, I immediately 
commenced preparations for this movement; but being delayed by the necessity of unl: Wing and relading 
the boat, | am now at anchor at the mouth of Black creck. | hope to put the troops i in march from Garey’s 
Ferry early in the day to-morrow, and to reach Fort Drane with a small escort the day following. It is 
possible that even these little detachments of horse and foot may reach the Withlacoochee in time to 
render a valuable service. 
am aware that the movement that Iam making may be condemned, if regarded in any other light 
than a rescue, as premature. Colonel Goodwyn’s mot ten regiment only arrived at St. Augustine last 
night or this morning; and consequently the left wing cannot be in forec on the Ocklawaha, in the diree- 
tion of Pelaklikaha, earlier than the 17th, or up with the enemy before the 20th instant. Colonel Lindsay, 
who may have already arrived at Tampa Bay, cannot operate more than two days’ march from that place, 
for the want of transportation—Major General Gaines having taken away the horses which were there, 
and the basis of the right wing is merged in the force brought by that general into the field, and must 
participate in his success or failure. If it falls back with him upon Fort Drane it must suffer great loss, 
and if it follow him to Tampa Bay it will be wholly out of position. 

“In this, and even a greater state of uncertainty I have been held since the 26th ultimo, the day 
after I ordered back Major Cooper’s battalion of Georgia foot, to prevent starvation at Fort Drane; and 
though daily from that time in the expectation of receiving from Savannah horses and_ serviceable 
wagons, not one has arrived. The quantity of subsistence that will be at Fort Drane (say) to-morrow, 
will only be that sent from Picolata on the 6th instant, viz: 17,497 rations of bread and flour, 11,000 
rations of pork, (with beef-cattle in the neighborhood,) 8,000 rations of beans, some coffee, and vinegar, 
&e. And the troops now about to proceed, perhaps, as far as the Withlacouchee, will not have the 
means of taking with them the rations for more than six days. 

“T beg leave to recapitulate the causes of my great deficiency in the means of transportation. — Ist. 
Clinch to possess early in February have been 
2d. Thad, upon 


“ce 


— 


The wagons and horses which I knew Brigadier 
more broken down by hard service and bad roads than I had expected to find them. 
what was considered in Georgia, and even at Picolata, the best information, confidently relied upon the 
use of the Ocklawaha as late as the 2d instant. 3d. No bacon has arrived, and the difference between 
it and pork, including wood and brine, is fifty per centum against the latter. 4th, The wagons purchased 
at Charleston and Augusta, by Assistant Quartermasters L’Engle and Peyton, are generally poor, and 
many of them unserviceable. 5th. The six or ten wagons actually reported to have been shipped at 
Baltimore in, I think, the Aretic, with Major Gates, were all left behind. 6th. Of the 19,000 rations 
known to be at Fort Drane about the 25th ultimo, nearly the whole have been drawn by a force not 
expecte d by the government or myself to appear in that quarter; and 7th. Not a horse for the baggage 
train left by me at Savannah, or which I have since ordered to be purchased by Assistant Quartermaster 

Dimmock, has arrived in Florida. 

“On the 21st ultimo, when I was but twenty hours from Savannah, I sent back by a steamer that 
was met an order to Lieutenant Dimmock to ship about forty horses for the baggage train to Picolata. 
This order was strongly reiterated by a return steamer five days afterwards; and again, on the 2d instant, 
by another boat, he was instructed to send immediately, and by the speedie st conve yance, seventy horses 
for the train, and six four-horse wagons. I had this morning a report from him, saying, after he had 
received my first and second orders, that he had sent all the horses wanted for draught and packs by 
land, except a few, which were to come as packs with Captain Wharton. Now, as the latter was about 
twe nty- four days in New York, after receiving orders for Florida, and expected to remain ten in Savan- 
nah, he cannot be looked for in this ne iehborhood before the 18th or 20th instant. The other parts of 
the lot were, it seems, given as packs to the tenth company of South Carolina mounted men, and sent 
forward in a drove. They must, it is feared, arrive in a state unfit for the baggage train (say) about the 
16th instant. Such has been the failure of human agents. The weather has been equally adverse. 

“Tf the force on the Withlacoochee should fall back on Fort Dr: ane, it will be seen from the foregoing 
that a part, at least, must probably march upon Volusia or Garey’s Ferry, to be within reach of subsist- 
ence. Instructions | have been left behind me to send forward rations, should the means of transportation 
arrive in time, and the troops already in the neighborhood of Picolata—Major Cooper’s and the remaining 
company of Major Gates’s battalions, I have also desired Brigadier General Eustis, in the same event, 
to order to Fort Drane two companies of mounted men of Colonel Goodwyn’s regiment, and a fourth order 
will go back in this boat to Lieutenant Dimmock on the subject of horses and wagons. 

‘Some rifles and the tents arrived this morning at Picolata; but Colonel ‘Goodwyn had marched 
Bees six or eight storms without cover, and now all companies in march are to be reduced to three 


tents each 
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“P, S.—Please remark that, in his letter to Brigadier General Clinch, dated at New Orleans. the 2d 
ultimo, Major General Gaines speaks of ‘an efficient co-operation ;’ promises to be ‘in readiness’ oa Tampa 
Bay ‘by the 8th of the present month, to form a junction at or near that place with the force under your 
command, whenever, and as soon as, in your judgment, your force shall be sufficient to justify the movement; 
and concludes by saying: ‘A sufficient quantity of ammunition and provisions have been transported to 
Fort Brooke fo divide with you until further supplies are received” Yet, he did not wait till the brieadier 
eave notice that he was ‘in force,’ came to Fort King, and swept nearly the whole of the subsistence 
collected at Fort Drane. A copy of that letter is in your office; and I now enclose one from Governor 
Eaton, from which it will appear that Major General Gaines knew at Tampa Bay, about the 14th ultimo 
that I had been charged with the direction of this war. He first heard this at Pensacola, and received 
Governor Eaton’s despatch at Tampa, as I can establish; hence his haste and neglect of the assurances 
given to Brigadicr General Clinch, his isolated attack,” &e. 


Paymaster Lytle to General Scott, dated Fort Drane, March 5, 1836.—( Doe. No. 72.) 


“‘T have been directed by General Clinch to inform you that your communications of yesterday’s date 
reachedghim at this post after he had mounted his horse, and was on the move with the ‘forces under his 
command to escort supplies to General Gaines. He directed me likewise to say to you that the distance 
from this post to Garey’s (or Black creek) is about the same as the distance from here to Picolata. As 
you may wish, however, to obtain all the information possible on the subject, I will take the liberty of 
adding, from my own knowledge, that the road from Garey’s to this place is sandy, consequently almost 
invariably dry, while the road from Picolata here is muddy after heavy rains, particularly such as we 
have just experienced, 

“Colonel Gadsden arrived here from Tallahassee on the 4th, (yesterday,) and accompanied General 
Clinch this morning to the Withlaccochee.” 


From the same to the same, dated Fort Drane, March 8, 1836.—( Doc. No. 72.) 


“ By direction of General Clinch ] opened your communication of the 6th instant, which arrived late 
last night, in advance of the wagons. You will perceive by my letter of the 5th that General Clinch, 
with all the forces at this post, and 100 mounted men from the vicinity, had left for Withlacoochee, to 
escort a small supply of cattle, ammunition, &c., to General Gaines, having received the night before a 
third express from that officer. No word has been received from either of these generals since the 5th. 
When General Clinch left here he expected to be back on the 9th. 

“The probability is, that the wagons will return without an escort, there being at present no 
troops here; and should General Clinch get back before the wagons depart, his men may be too much 
fatigued to march again immediately; but this, of course, is merely conjecture. I am satisfied, however, 
that General Clinch would advise that an escort accompany the wagons back to this place when reloaded. 
Captain Graham being directed by General Clinch to send back the wagons for supplies after their arrival 
here, will send them to Garey’s, it being the best road. 

“N.B.—The amount of General Gaines’s last express to General Clinch, dated 3d instant, was merely 
copies of his previous letters, with a note, stating that the Indians were still around them, but little or 
no fighting taken place since his last communication.” 


General Scott to the Adjutant General, daled Fort Drane, March 14, 1836.—( Doc. No. 77.) 


“On my arrival here I found that the force which had been upon the Withlacoochee had fallen back 
on this vicinity. 

“Brigadier General Clinch, with some means of subsistence, and about 600 men, (of whom 150 were 
mounted Floridians,) joined Major General Gaines on the 6th instant. The force under the latter had 
already been reduced to the necessity of commencing on horses and dogs for their subsistence. After 
receiving that timely and important succor, the army remained in position until the 10th. 

“Tt may be remarked that, from the time of entrance into the intrenched camp up to the retreat in 
this direction, not a sortie was attempted; and that, to save the pride of the higher officer, the command 
was relinquished to the next in rank, in order that he might give the order to retreat. 

“A copy of Major General Gaines’s order, yielding the immediate command of their joint forces to 
Brigadier General Clinch, is enclosed. This extraordinary paper I have but little time to comment upon. 
The poor sneer against me, as the diplomatic agent of the War Department, is in character with all his 
recent acts; for, at the moment of the arrival of the succor on the 6th, he had already opened a negotia- 
tion with the enemy, in which it is said, on good authority, he was willing to leave them in the quiet 
possession of the country below the Withlacoochee, until the arrival of the ‘diplomatic agent; but in 
which Powell insisted that that river should be the perpetual boundary between us and the Seminoles. 
But for Brigadier General Clinch, I have no doubt some treaty on the one or the other basis would have 
been formed between the parties. He alleged the positive instructions of the War Department against 
all negotiating, and he enabled Major General Gaines to save the original force with him. Not a sortie 
was made from the intrenched camp, from the time of its formation up to the retreat, and on the approach 
of the succor a large detachment of the enemy had taken a position to intercept the retreat in this 
direction. How, under such circumstances, it can be alleged that the enemy had been bealen, it would be 
difficult to reconcile with facts. 

“T have reason to hope that the enemy remains nearly in the same position as before the isolated, 
and therefore false movement of Major General Gaines. This is fortunate. 

“T have instructed Brigadier General Eustis, after scouring the country through which he will have 
to pass to some extent, to place his column in position, somewhere in the neighborhood of Pelaklikaha, 
about the 25th instant. Colonel Lindsay, by the same day, is to be with his force at Chickuchatty, (about 
two marches from Tampa,) and means are suggested to each, in order to multiply the chances of commu- 
nicating with each other. 

“The right wing will move hence (say) on the 24th instant to attack in front. This column will 
pass the Withlacoochee about half a mile below the late intrenched camp, where there is a good ford; 
and of which Major General Gaines might have availed himself if he had had the strength or inclination. 
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‘The 25th instant is appointed in order that I may be certain of giving Brigadier General Eustis and 
Colonel Lindsay time to put themselves in position, respectively, and, further, to give time for the 
harassed troops lately under Major General Gaines to recruit themselves for effective operations. The 
same interval is equally important to enable Brigadier General Clinch to receive from Picolata or Garey’s 
Ferry the quantity of subsistence indispensable to give confidence to the movements of the right wing. 
I have time to add no more. 

“Enclosed are copies of the order of Major General Gaines, mentioned above, and of Brigadier 
General Clinch’s letter to me.” 


Generat Scott's Order No. 13, dated Fort Drane, March 14, 1836.—(Doc. No. 82.) 


“General Thomas Woodward, of Macon county, Alabama, is authorized, aided by Majors J. H. Watson 
and W. B. Flournoy, to accept the services of any 500 Creek warriors, to be employed as auxiliaries in 
the present war against the Seminole Indians. Should General Woodward decline taking the command of 


the friendly Indians, Major Watson, assisted by Major Flournoy, will take the command of them.” 
General Scott to the Adjutant General, dated Fort Drane, March 20, 1836.—(Doc. No. 94.) 


“This wing is waiting to give time for Brigadier General Eustis and Colonel Lindsay to gain their 
respective positions, Pelaklikaha and Chickuchatty, for the arrival of the wagons sent hence to Garey’s 
Ferry for subsistence; the last of which may be expected by the 24th, with, it is hoped, some additional 
teams for Savannah, and for the troops from New Orleans to recruit their strength. 

“Some wagons (six) and twelve horses arrived at Picolata from Savannah, about the 12th instant, 
and a few horses or packs, with the last company of South Carolina mounted men, a little before. All 
those means of transportation were indispensable to the left wing. 

“ Brigadier General Eustis, in a letter just received, doubts whether he can reach Pelaklikaha earlier 
than the 27th or 28th. The movement of the right wing may or may not be delayed a few days accord- 
ingly. This will depend on a calculation of Lindsay’s movements, and the amount of subsistence that 
may arrive by the 24th from below. The latter may be so small as not to allow of any delay here, as we 
must take enough to give the right wing time to beat the enemy and to march to Tampa Bay.” 


General Lustis to General Scott, dated Volusia, March 22, 1836.—( Doc. No. 98.) 


“ Owing to a misunderstanding of my orders on the part of Brigadier General Bull, @ part of my force, 
viz: Lieutenant Colonel Butler, with four companies of mounted men, and Major Kirby, with two 
companies of artillery, have not yet reached this place.” 


General Scott to the Adjutant General, dated Tampa Bay, April 12, 1836.—(Doc. No. 103.) 


“The long halt here has been for the purpose of recruiting the horses a little; corn and hay, though 
of an indifferent quality, being found in abundance. This forage has been sent from New Orleans, by 
Major Clark, assistant quartermaster, under my orders of the 14th of February. 

“The three columns were for several days within thirty miles of each other. Owing to the direction 
of the wind, Clinch’s column heard the signal guns fired by the other two, but neither of the latter could 
hear any response.” 


General Scott to the Adjutant General, dated Picolata, April 30, 1836.—(Doc. No. 116.) 


“That officer (General Gaines) it is said, caused Powell and his chiefs to be informed, by way of 
inducing them to agree to accept the Withlacoochee as a temporary boundary, that large armies were 
approaching, which would fill up the Indian country, or crush everything in the way. The wily chiefs 
profited by the information; sent off their families, and dispersed their warriors into small parties. In 
this way Powell expects to make good his threat, viz: that he would protract the war three years.” 


General Scott to the Adjutant General, dated St. Augustine, May 20, 1836.—(Doc. No. 146.) 


“What I meant to state at the conclusion of my last letter was this: the troops called for by me came 
into the field at too late a period, generally, to enable me to prosecute the war to a conclusion.” 


The court adjourned to meet to-morrow morning at 10 o’clock. 


January 19, 1837. 


The court met pursuant to adjournment. All present. 


Captain Hirencock presented himself before the court and asked permission to add to his testimony 
the following, as a continuation of his answer to the 15th interrogatory by the court: 


I will state to the court that yesterday, on referring to some official documents from Tampa Bay, I 
saw it stated that General Gaines had an escort from Fort Drane to Tallahassee. That statement is not 
correct; but, | presume, was founded upon this: that Major McLemore was about to proceed from Fort 
Drane in the direction of Tallahassee, with a mounted troop; that he tendered to General Gaines, unsolicited, 
as I believe, on the part of General Gaines, a small detachment of his troop, as an escort. This detach- 
ment remained a day, or perhaps a day and a half, and commenced its march as an escort to Gencral 
Gaines. But General Gaines, after the first day’s ride, dismissed the escort, halting himself, permitting 
the escort to leave him, and afterwards moved on without it. I did not refer to this in my testimony, 
because the escort was entirely unsolicited, I believe, and not even desired. Major McLemore’s troop was 
returning to their homes at the time; they were not detached as an escort. 


In consequence of the absence of witnesses, the court adjourned to meet at a future day. 
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January 27, 1837. 


The court met pursuant to adjournment. All present. 


Lieutenant A. M. Mitcnett, of the 4th regiment of infantry, a witness, being duly sworn, was inter- 
rogated as follows: 


1. Question by the court. Were you in the campaign in Florida under Major General Gaines, and in 
what capacity ? 

Answer, 1 was in the campaign, and was in command of a company of the 4th regiment of United 
States infantry. 

2. Question by the court. When, and how many attacks did the enemy make upon the army whilst 
fortified at Fort Izard, and with what results ? 

Answer, They fired upon the breastworks, I think, seven days in succession, from the 29th of 
February until the night of the 5th of March. It was attended with a loss of a few lives and some 
wounded; and also resulted in their sending in some one to know if we were willing to treat with them. 

3. Question by the court. What did you estimate the number of the ene my! is 

Answer, I supposed there must have been seven or eight hundred, judging from the yells and from 
the firing. 

4. (Question by the court. Were there any preparations made for a sortie, and what were the views of 
the officers generally on the subject of a sortie ? 

Answer. My impression is, that the field officers were called together by General Gaines, to consult 
on the expediency of making a sortie. It was the impression of many of the officers that a sortie should 
be made, and might be attended with favorable results 

Question by the court. What is your opinion of the ability of the forces under Major General Gaines 
to drive and beat the enemy, if a sortie had been made ? 

Answer. It is my opinion that they could have done it with a great deal of ease, and I don’t think it 
was doubted by any one in the breastwork but that we could have done it. 

6. Question by the court. Would it have been safe for the troops to have left the breastwork and 
retired on Fort Drane, without the additional force brought by General Clinch ? 

Answer. Yes. 

7. Question by the court. Was it the impression generally that the Indians were sincere in proposing 
a truce? 

Answer. It is my opinion that it was the general impression of those who were inside the breast- 
work. 

1. Question by General Gaines. What was the general opinion among the officers at Camp Izard on 
the 29th of February, 1836, as to the number of Indians engaged in the action that day ? 

Answer, I heard different opinions expressed. Some supposed that there were one thousand or fifteen 
hundred; others thought that there were not so many, perhaps not more than five hundred or six hundred. 

As far as I can recollect, it was Colonel Twiggs’s opinion that there were eight hundred or one thousand. 
As to the opinion of others, I can’t recollect their names. 

2. Question by Gener al Gaines. The witness is desired to state the means he had of judging as to the 
number of the enemy near Camp Izard, and whether he had ever been much accustomed to seeing large 
collections of Indian warriors ? 

Answer. The only means I had of judging was what I could see from the breastwork, from their 
yells, and from their firing at the breastwork. I have never been accustomed to seeing large bodies of 
Indians. 

Question by General Gaines. The witness is desired to state what officer, if any to his knowledge, 
expressed to General Gaines the opinion that a sortie should be made ? 

Answer. | don’t know of any having expressed to General Gaines that opinion. J referred to the 
conversation of the officers among themselves. 

4, Question by General Gaines. The witness having stated that the Indians fired on Camp Izard 
dwing several days, he is desired to explain whether the actions of the 27th and 28th of February did 
not take place before Camp Izard was constructed. 

Answer. We arrived at the Withlacoochee on the 27th, and approached the river near where General 
Clinch had crossed it on the 31st of December; and whilst some of the officers were searching for a 
suitable te to cross the river, (it being very dee p, and a very dense hammock on the opposite side, ) 
they were fired upon by the Indi: ans, who were secreted in the bushes. The firing was continued on both 
sides fot perhaps, two hours. It being late, and not being able to ford the river, it was deemed 
expedient by the general to march back a short distance, and encamp for the night. On the morning of 
the 28th we took up the march down the river to seck for a place where there was an open pine woods 
on the opposite side. After proceeding about four miles, the advance guard, under the command of 
Lieutenant Izard, whilst marching along the bank of the river, was fired upon from the opposite side by 
the Indians, and Lieutenant Izard and several others were wounded. The command was then halted at 
that place, and I think the general called together the field officers to consult whether we should proceed 
further. This is, however, ‘merely my opinion. The general came to the determination that we should 
encamp there for the night. The breastwork spoken of was put up that afternoon. We remained there 
the next day, after putting up the breastwork about three logs high. The Indians commenced firing 
upon us from every direction about 10 o’clock next morning, after the breastwork was put up; and they 
fired upon us from that time, as before stated, until the 5th, occasionally, except the first day, when the 
fire was continuous for three or four hours. On the 5th they commenced firing earlier and continued 
later than on any previous day—from about 4 o’clock in the morning till about five or six in the afternoon. 
It was on that night that a negro called to the breastwork to know if a white fl ig would be a protection 
to the enemy in case it should ‘be brought in. 

5, Question by General Gaines. Was the witness with the right wing of the army of General Scott in 
March and April, 1836; and what is his opinion as to the position of the families of Indians on the 
Withlacoochee during the movements of that army, and how is the opinion derived ? 

Answer. I was with the right wing of the army under General Scott. After we had crossed the 
river at Camp Izard, I marche ad up to the cove and crossed over a swamp the morning after our arriva = 
there was a well-beaten track, with the appearance that many persons had been in the habit of travelling 
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over it. T being among the number who crossed over first, bad an opportunity of observing small tracks, 
which I took to be children’s tracks, and which gave me the opinion that the families of some of them had 
not long since crossed that place. In eur pursuit of the Indians during that day, we followed a well- 
beaten Indian trail, leading up the river, that had been recently very much used. 

6. Question by General Gaines. Was the search made by that wing into the cove of the Withlacoochee 
for the Indians sutticient to determine whether the Indians or their families were or were not in the cove ? 
Answer. I should sav it was not. 

hy How long was the army in the neighborhood of the cove in March 


? (Juestio ? ms €rever 7 Gr WUNES. 
and April; and was its mareh conducted through the cove or in the adjacent open country; and were any 


means resorted to in order to ascertain whether the Indians or their families 


detachments made or other 
had dispersed from the cove? 
Answer, We arrived at the eove on the 30th; crossed the swamp I have referred to on the dist; 


pursued the Indians three or four miles, as well as [could judge, and returned to our encampment, and 


proceeded thence to Tampa Bay. There were no other detachments made or other means resorted to, to 
my knowledge, on that march, to ascertain whether the Indians or their families had dispersed from the 


cove. 
8. Question by General Gaines. The witness is desired to state whether any, and if any, how much, 
subsistence was left at Fort Drane on the 25th of March, 1836; and what quantity, or how many days’ 
‘ations were received by the troops of the right wing on that day, or prior to their leaving Fort Drane ? 
Answer. I don’t know how much subsistence was left at Fort Drane. As well as I can recollect, we 


started with ten days’ provisions. 


Captain G. S. Draye, of the 2d regiment of artillery, a witness on the part of Major General Gaines, 
being duly sworn, was interrogated as follows: 

1. Question by General Gaines. It having been stated officially to the War Department, and more 
recently urged before this court, by General Scott, that the Indians had removed their families from the 
cove, so called, on the Withlacoochee river, and had also themselves dispersed from that place in March 
and April Jast, and thereby eluded the pursuit of the army, and having attributed these alleged facts to 
the movement of General Gaines, [ therefore call the attention of the witness to the following points, and 
desire his answers, viz: Were you with the right wing of General Scott’s army in Florida on its march 
from Fort Drane to Tampa Bay, and thence returning back to Fort Drane? Did you find any Indians 
south of the Withlacoochee at or near the cove? Were they pursued? How far and with what effect ? 
State the extent of the cove, and how far it was penetrated by the army; and whether, from the search 
then or subsequently made by the right wing, any opinion could be formed as to whether the Indians were 
or were not in force in the cove; and what is the opinion of the witness as to whether the families of the 
Indians were in the cove or not, and on what the opinion is founded, and whether the opinion was 
ecneral, so far as the witness knows. Was there a post established near the cove on going down to 
When was the post relieved, and were the Indians and their families, in the opinion of the 


Tampa Bay ¢ 
Was the cove, especially south 
’ e 


witness, still in the cove, and was the cove then penetrated by the army ? 
of the Withlacoochee, penetrated by either of the other divisions of General Scott’s army, to wit: the left 
wing or centre in the campaign? And what is the opinion of the witness as to the force of the Indians 
on the Withlacoochee about the month of March, and upon what does the witness found his opinion ? 
And what, in the opinion of the witness, is the strength of the Seminole nation, including the Mickasuky 
Indians ? 
Answer. T was with the army under General Scott on its march from Fort Drane to Tampa Bay, and 
We met with Indians at what is called the lower point of the cove—probably a force of 
about two hundred and fifty. They were pursued by the army into the cove about, I think, not more than 
two and a half miles. I am not able to say with what effect. From the best information I have been 
able to collect, the cove is about fifteen or twenty miles from its commencement to its termination near 
the Wahoo swamp. The army penetrated this cove no more than about two miles and a half in pursuit 
of the Indians. At that particular time, I think, no opinion could be formed as to whether the Indians 
were or were not in force in the cove. It is my opinion that the families were there. I do not believe 
that the opinion was general. I formed my opinion on the fact that after Major Cooper had established 
his stockade, southwest of the cove a short distance, the army had left him but a few hours when he was 
attacked by the Indians froin the cove, or coming from that direction, and believing that the operations 
of the army on the Withlacoochee were not such as to disturb their families, as we were some distance 
The post of Fort Cooper was relieved on the return of the right wing of the 
The army at 


thenee back. 


from their stronghold. 
army. The Indians and their families were still in the cove at that time, in my opinion. 
that time marched through a very small portion of the cove, on the south side, in the march to the crossing 
of the Big Withlacoochee, on the Tampa road. I do not know whether the cove was penetrated by either 
of the other divisions of the army. I am not able to say what was the force of the Indians on the With- 
lacoochee in March. Judging of the numbers that usually resort on that river from what I saw on the 
31st of December, 1835, 1 should think they would be able to bring into the field about 1,000 warriors, 
including negroes. I have always estimated the strength of the Seminoles, including the Mickasuky 
Indians, from the best information I could collect and from my own personal knowledge, to amount to 
eighteen hundred or two thousand warriors, including negroes. The whole of this force did not serve on 
the Withlacoochee, nor do I believe the whole foree has ever been there at one time. The Mickasuky 
tribe, to which I refer, inhabit the country north of the Withlacoochee, in the direction of Fort King. 
Their range of country extends also in a southwesterly direction from Fort King, better understood as 
the Wetumpka country. 

2. Question by General Gaines. The witness is desired to state whether any, and if any, what, number 
of cannon were fired by the troops at and near the Withlacoochee in the latter end of March, 1836, and 
by whose order; and whether the Indians in and about the cove were not near enough to hear those 
cannon; and whether it is not his opinion that they were thereby apprised of the movement of the troops 
against them under General Scott ? 

Answer, There were cannon fired; the number I do not recollect. They were fired, as I understood, 
by order of General Scott. I think the Indians were near enough to hear the cannon, and undoubtedly 
they must have been apprised of the movement of the troups by the firing of those cannon. Ido not 
think, however, that the reports of the cannon affected them much, or that they were much alarmed at 


the reports. 
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3. Question by General Gaines. Did the witness see any of the Indians near the Withlacoochee, as 
General Scott’s right wing marched towards Tampa Bay, holding up their hands, and thereby intimating 
a desire to have a parley? The witness is desired to state all he knows in reference to the matter here 
referred to. 

Answer, I saw some Indians on the Withlacoochee, while we were crossing. I saw them after we 
had crossed, and previously to the attack at the foot of the cove. I did not see them holding up their 
hands, nor do T know myself that they did so. It was the impression of the army generally, and I saw 
some officers who informed me of the fact that they had seen some few of them come out and hold up 
their hands and make the sign of peace. The interpreter and guide were sent out to meet them, and, 
while talking with them, they saw evidently a disposition made among the Indians to capture the indi- 
viduals, Instead of holding a peaceable talk. They were evidently desirous of getting possession of 
silly Omathla, the interpreter, and the guide, Nero. I conversed with Nero on the subject afterwards. 
Both Nero and Billy Omathla were decidedly of opinion that the Indians meant to prove treacherous, and 
not to hold a talk. The next morning after the Indians had made the signs, the 4th regiment of infantry, 
op approaching the spot, was fired upon by the Indians. Both Billy Omathla and Nero informed me that 
while talking with the Indians they saw, both on the right and left, several Indians creeping through the 
palmetto aud grass, with a design to get in their rear. My knowledge of the character of Billy Omathla 
and Nero is such that Ido not believe that fear had any influence over them at all, and I believe they were 
very sincere in the opinion they gave. 

4. Question by General Gaines. The witness is desired to state whether the St. Jolin’s river at Picolata 
has at any time within his knowledge been impassable during a whole day, so as to prevent the common 
ferry-boats from crossing, and whether the steamboat “Essayons” could or could not cross in any state 
of the winds. 

Answer. T have known the river to be so rough that the common ferry-boat could not cross for two or 
three days; but this is not usual. I have never known the river to be so rongh as to prevent the steam- 
boat Essayons, or a boat of her class, with the assistance of scows, crossing the river and landing on the 
opposite bank. The width of the river St. John’s at Picolata is about one and three-quarters of a mile. 
] have crossed it there a number of times myself, aud two or three ties with my company and baggage, 
and never was detained. 

The court adjourned to meet to-morrow morning at 11 o’clock. 

January 28, 1837. 

The court met pursuant to adjournment. All present. 

The court was occupied until the 50th with the case of General Scott, when it adjourned to mect on 
the 31st, at 11 o’clock. 


Janvuary 31, 1837. 


The court met pursuant to adjournment. All present but the judge advocate, who was prevented by 
indisposition from attending the court: whereupon the court adjourned to meet to-morrow morning at 11 
b] 
o’clock. 


Frpreary 1, 1837. 
The court met pursuant to adjournment. All present. 


Colonel D. E. Twices, of the 2d regiment of dragoons, a witness on the part of Major General Gaines, 
being duly sworn, was interrogated as follows: 

1. Question by General Gaines. What was your opinion of the sincerity of the Indians in their propo- 
sition for peace at Camp Izard the 6th of March last; and please state what motive, if any, the Indians 
could have had for treachery; and, finally, have you heard any observations on the subject from Indian 
countrymen, or other persons acquainted with the Indian character, calculated to strengthen or destroy 
your opinion ? 

Answer, The first night, (the night of the 5th,) when the Indians came and hailed the camp, I did not 
believe them sincere, or that they had any intention of coming in at all. The next morning I went to 
General Gaines and told him, “ whenever you show me men coming from the moon, I will believe the 
Indians are coming in.” Before we separated, some person standing near spoke and _ said, “here the 
Indians come.” Jn a short time, having halted some distance from the breastwork, one or two of them 
came forward with a white flag. One of the volunteer officers (I think Adjutant Barrow) went out and 
met them. When I saw them conversing with Mr. Barrow, I then changed my opinion, and believed they 
were in earnest. I have thought a good deal on the subject, and I could think of no motive for their being 
otherwise than sincere. I judge they were sincere from what I had seen of the upper part of the Creek 
nation on previous occasions. It was at the Hickory Ground, with General Jackson, I think in 1813— 
after the first Indian came in there, I never heard of another act of hostility on the part of the nation 
towards the whites. The next occasion was in the Seminole campaign with General Jackson. I know 
after the first Indian came in there was no act of hostility. I know this, for I was left in the country. I 
had a conversation with Colonel Dill at Jacksonville, who has been a long time in that country. After 
detailing the circumstances to him as they happened at Fort Izard, he said he had not a doubt but that 
they were sincere in their wish for peacee—so much so that he advised the people to go back again on 
their plantations on the road from Micanopy to Fort Drane. 

2. Question by General Gcines. Please state what conversation you had, if any, with General Clinch on 
the subject of the effect of the movement of General Gaines upon the operations of General Scott’s army 
in East Florida. 

Answer. I had some conversation with General Clinch on the subject, and he stated to me pretty much 
what he has stated to the court: that General Gaines’s movement had no influence on the movements of 
General Scott. He stated to me a few days ago that he regretted he had not been a little more explicit, 
and informed the court that the wagon train at Fort Drane had time to go to Picolata or Black creek (1 don’t 
recollect which) for provisions, and return time enough for that part of the army to get in position, agreeably 
to the plan of operations. 

3. Question by General Gaines. Colonel Twiggs is requested to state whether he met a wagon train, 
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about the middle of March last, between Fort Drane and Black creek; and if so, whether the wagons were 
or were not accompanied with a guard. 

Answer. I left Micanopy, ten miles on this side of Fort Drane, on the 19th of March last. On that day 
I met the wagon train, with the provisions, about twenty miles from Black creek. I inquired of the person 
having charge of the wagon train, (called the wagon-master, ) where the escort was. He said he had none; 
and I did not see any guard with it at all. 

4. Question by General Gaines. Be pleased to state whether the Louisiana volunteers were or were not 
ready or willing to march at any time after the middle of March, 1836, and what are your reasons for the 
opinion which you entertain in this case? 

Answer. I have no doubt but the Louisiana volunteers, had they been ordered, would have marched 
the next day after their arrival from the Withlacoochee near to Fort Drane. I had a conversation with 
General Smith on this subject, and his opinion and mine coincided, that both our commands, the regulars 
and volunteers, were ready to march, and that we should not ask to detain the army on their account. 

5. Question by General Gaines. Colonel Twiggs is requested to state what he knows on the subject of 
making a sortie at or from Camp Izard in February and March, 1836. 

Answer, I received an order on the 29th of February, after the Indians had retired from making an 
attack on us, to hold the command in readiness fora sortie. After the 29th, in a conversation with General 
Gaines, I think he stated to me he had written to the officer in command at Fort Drane, and he expected 
him down with some mounted troops; that, as soon as they made their appearance, the command was. to 
leave the breastwork to attack the Indians. I think he stated to me that he had so written, that he would 
not make the sortie until the troops should come down. I had frequent conversations with the general on 
the subject, and he stated to me his views: that we could do no good by going out; that the Indians 
would fly before us, and that as soon as any troops made their appearance we should go out and attack 
the Indians. It was expected that troops would arrive, from the direction of Tampa Bay, on the opposite 
side of the river. This was before the 5th of March. 

6. Question by General Gaines. Be pleased to state whether any, and if any, what officers of the light 
brigade, expressed a doubt as to the sincerity of the Indians in their desire to fight no more and make 
peace, after they came in with a white flag on the 6th of March, 1836. 

Answer. I never heard one express a doubt while I stayed there—not one. 

1. Question by the court. What is your opinion of the number of the enemy that invested Camp Izard; 
and were the forces under General Gaines sufficient to have driven or dispersed the enemy, had a sortic 
been made ? 

Answer. I estimated the Indians on the 29th, that were firing on Camp Izard, at about 1,000. I 
believe the force was quite sufficient to have driven them at any time. 

2. Question by the court. Do you believe that the Indians were aware of the destitute situation of 
the troops as respects provisions before they made overtures for peace ? 

Answer, It is impossible, in my opinion, that they could have had any knowledge of it. 

3 Question by the court. What is your opinion as to the propriety of making a sortie from Camp 
Izard, whilst invested by the enemy ? 

The witness here requested the court to excuse him from answering the question. It would be 
merely an expression of opinion, and might place him in a situation towards General Gaines which it was 
his wish to avoid. 

General Gaines observed that the answer of the witness could make no difference in his feelings 
towards him; but that he was then preparing a question similar in import to the one just proposed by 
the court, which would relieve the witness from any delicacy which he might feel on the subject. 

The court excused the witness from answering the question, when General Gaines proposed the fol- 

lowing: 
7. Question by General Gaines. Colonel Twiggs is desired to state whether or not it was his opinion, 
at any time between tie 27th of February and 6th of March, that the enemy could have been subdued by 
making a sortie, or whether it would not have contributed only to disperse the Indians; and state whether 
the Indians could not have concealed themselves in a thick hammock at any moment in three or four min- 
utes’ time; and state whatever opinion he entertained on the subject at the time, and whether he commu- 
nicated to General Gaines such opinion. 

Answer. To the first part of the question, from the 27th to the 28th, and including the 28th, the Indians 
were on the opposite side of the river, and we had not boats to cross the river, From the 29th of Feb- 
ruary to the 5th of March we could, at any time the Indians made their appearance, have driven them; 
I cannot say whether we should have dispersed them or not; 


but we had not the means to follow them. 
There was a ham- 


as our camp fronted the river, there was an extensive hammock and scrub on the left. 
mock also on the right; both of them two or three hundred yards of the camp, or probably a shorter 
distance, and the Indians could have taken shelter in either of those hammocks in a few minutes. I never 
gave General Gaines, while at Camp Izard, any opinion as to the propriety of a sortie. 

8. Question by General Gaines. Colonel Twiggs is requested to state whether any officers, and if any, 
who, of the light brigade, at Camp Izard, in February and March, 1836, expressed the opinion that a sortie 
ought to have been made. 

Answer. Not one, while I was there, expressed such an opinion. I had, and as far as I could learn 
from the opinion of the command generaliy they had, entire confidence in General Gaines, and we were 


willing to submit to his judgment. 
Captain Drane, a witness, again called. 


5. Question by General Gaines. Please state what reasons you had, if any, after returning with the 
right wing of the Florida army to Fort Drane, for believing the families of the Indians were still in the 
cove, and whether any doubt remained on your mind as to their being there in March and April last. 

Answer. The night before the right wing of the army crossed the Big Withlacoochee, returning, | 
was called at 12 o’clock that night by Major Cooper, who was the officer of the day, to listen to the talk 
of both Indians and negroes on the north bank of the Big Withlacoochee. The next morning the army 
had marched but about half a mile, when we crossed a trail of Indians coming out of a swamp, passing 
to the south. A little farther on, about two or three hundred yards, we discovered a trail leading into 
the swamp. The trails were evidently fresh and made that morning. The second day after crossing 
the Little Withlacoochee, on our route to Fort King, the army crossed several small trails, some leading 
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to the east and to the yee. those west, leading into Wahoo swamp, or in that direction. The day 
following (the day we ached Fort King) our left flankers were attacked by a small party of 
Indians ‘that soon fle ad, sles in the direction of the Wahoo swamp, or Withlacoochee. On our arrival 
at Fort King we were there informed that Billy Omathla’s wife and one other squaw—I believe her 
sister—had been captured during the absence of the army from Fort Drane, and taken off by the 
hostile Indians. Some days after the army arrived at Fort Drane, Billy Omathla’s wife made her 
escape and returned to the ‘right wing of the army, to her husband. I had several conversations with 
her, throngh the interpreter. She informed me that the Indians had not moved from the Wahoo swamp 
and the coves on the Wathlacoochee; that their women and children were still there; that they had planted 
their grounds; that the crops were very fine, and described the corn and rice as being about a foot high. 
She stated th: it, in her opinion, they would have a better crop than they had ever hi id. I inquired of her 
if the Indians had moved their families from there at any time during the war. She informed me that 
they had not. She there had had a conversation with Powell, who advised her to quit her husband and 
join the Mickasukies, and not return back to the white people; that his men had whipped all the white 
men and driven them out of the country, and that they had gone home; that he meant to assemble his 
warriors and drive the pale faces from Fort King, and then he would go to Fort Drane and drive them 
away from there, where they would get a large supply of ammunition; they would then drive all the 
Alachewa’s (meaning volunteers) out of the country as far as the Suwanee, when they would have all 
the country from the Suwanee south to themselves. She informed me that she had heard Powell 
repeatedly say, during the time she was in captivity, that he never would make peace with the white 
man. These are the reasons why I have never had a doubt that the Indians had never quitted the cove 
or their strongholds on the Withlacoochee. After the army had retarned from the Withlacoochee, with 
General Gaines, I was sent to Oakland, five or six miles northeast from Fort Drane, where I remained 
until General Scott arrived. During the time I occupied that post with my command, and a few days 
after I returned from the Withlacoochee, very frequent signs of Indians were discovered on the plantation 
of Colonel John MelIntosh, and crossing the main road leading to Micanopy. I had frequently seen fires 
on the opposite side of Orange lake during this period, and I felt satisfied they were Indian fires. The 
Indian women spoken of in this answer were captured during the time the army was absent on its march 
from Fort Drane to Tampa Bay. They returned from captivity after the army arrived at Fort Drane from 
Tampa Bay. 

6. Question by General Gaines. Please state, as far as you know, the disposition of the troops at and 
near Fort Drane from the 11th to the 26th of March; whether individuals or small parties were exposed 
to the enemy during that time; whether any atti ick’ was made by the enemy; and whether, from your 
knowledge of the scouting habits of the Indians, they could have ‘been ignorant of the exposed situation 
of individuals, parties, or “detachments during the time specified. 

Answer, After the army returned from the Withlacoochee they were encamped in a range of country 
extending, I think, eleven or twelve miles, Fort Drane being the centre. The only troops on the left of 
the centre were my own command at Oakland. Those encamped in a southwesterly direction from Fort 
Drane, or on its right, were the Louisiana volunteers and the regulars that had been at Camp Izard. 
There were small parties and individuals passing to and from the encampments, and were exposed to the 
enemy. I never heard of their being attacked or any attempt to attack them. The Indians were not 
ignorant that these parties were passing back and forth, as frequently, in going between Oakland and 
Fort Drane, I saw small Indian trails crossing the road in both directions, passing to the north and south. 
I also saw Indian tracks in many other directions, as far north as within seventeen miles of the ferry at 
Picolata. 

7. Question by General Gaines. Is the witness of opinion that it was known or believed at Fort Drane 
that the general commanding in Florida had required five hundred Creek warriors as an auxiliary force 
against the Seminoles; and does the witness know or believe that information of that requisition was 
communicated to the Seminoles by means of a negro named Primus ? 

Answer. Not to my knowledge. I had understood that Primus was sent into the nation, but I was 
not at that post at the time, nor do I know for what purpose he was sent. 

8. Question by General Gaines. Does the witness suppose that, from the information likely to be 
communicated by Primus to the Seminoles, they could have anticipated any other than a spirit of 
exterminating hostility from the troops on the movement of the right wing ? 

Answer. 1 am not able to say. 

The court here adjourned, to meet to-morrow morning at 11 o’clock. 


Fepruary 2, 183 

The court met pursuant to adjournment. All present. 

Lieutenant Mitchell, a witness, again called. 

9. Question by General Gaines Lieutenant Mitchell is requested to state what was said in his presence 
or hearing, by the Indian women who had been with the hostile party, as to the location and views of the 
party in the spring or summer of 1836. 

Answer. On the 12th of October we arrived within about four miles of the Withlacoochee. The 
advance guard surprised and took some Indian women and children prisoners. These women were 
interrogated by Governor Call as to the then location of the Indians, and they reported that the Mickasuky 
tribe was still on the Withlacoochee, in the cove. The Indian families, they said, were on the opposite 
side of the river from where we were at that time, and the negroes and their families were on the side 
with us, between the river and a lake that emptied into the river. They said that Micanopy with his 
party was located in the Wahoo swamp. 

10. Question by General Gaines. Lieutenant Mitchell is desired tostate whether any guards were ordered 
to accompany the baggage train or other wagons, or other parties that passed to and from Black creek 
and round about Fort Drane, to and from the sever: al encampments, from four to six miles from Fort Drane, in 
March, 1836. 

pmo Iam unable to say whether a guard accompanied the baggage from Black creek; but there 
never was a guard, that | know of, that accompanied the train from Fort Drane to the encampment occu- 
pied by the 4th infantry and the Louistaz L volunteers, about four miles from Fort Drane. Individuals and 
small parties were frequently passing between Fort Drane and the several encampments; individuals 
were also in the habit of hunting in the vicinity of our encampment. 
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11. Question by General Gaines. Does the witness believe that wagons, or small parties, or single 
individuals, would have been allowed to pass and repass between the camp of the Louisiana volunteers 
and Fort Drarie, if no effort had been made by the enemy to sue for peace ? 

Answer. 1 know it was the opinion of the Louisiana volunteers and the 4th infantry that there was 
no danger in passing and repassing in the vicinity of the encampments, and that it was their opinion that 
the Indians were sincere in their proposition for peace at Camp Izard. As to whether this impression 
prevailed thronghout General Scott’s camp at Fort Drane, I am unable to say. 

12. Question by General Gaines. Is the witness of opinion that it was known or believed at Fort 
Drane that the eeneral commanding in Florida had required 500 Creek warriors as an auxiliary force 
against the Seminoles; and does the witness know or believe that information of that requisition was 
communicated to the Seminoles by means of a negro named Primus ? 

Answer, I heard it spoken of at Fort Drane by a gentleman named Watson, who said he could go and 
bring these Indians down, if permitted by General Scott; but it is my impression it was not believed 
that he would ever bring them. He, however, went off with that intention, but returned without. the 
Indians. The reason why he did not bring them Iam unable to say. [ dowt know of any such informa- 
tion having ever been communicated to the Indians. The reports about camp were, that Watson had gone 
after these 500 Indians. I think Primus was sent to the enemy after these reports were in circulation, 


and that he did not return. 


Mr. Cuarnes, of the United States navy, a witness on the part of Major General Gaines, being duly 


sworh, was interrogated as follows: 


(Juestion by General Gaines. Were you on an expedition from Tampa Bay to Pease creek, or its neigh- 
borhood, about April, 1836; and if so, state what evidences were discovered of Indians being or having 
been in force in that neighborhood ? 

Ansuer. | was with General Smith at that time, (the last part of April.) I was at Charlotte harbor 
when he arrived there; joined him and remained with him until he re-embarked for Tampa Bay. While 
with General Smith I saw no Indians at all; an old trail, probably of some ten or twelve men, was the 
only sign of Indians that we met. While 1 was in the neighborhood there were some signs of Indians 
in the vicinity of the residence of the collector; these Indians had been there before General Smith arrived. 
We went up Pease creek in canoes about forty miles, returned to the old encampment, and then went 
through the country about fifty or sixty miles, and saw no signs of Indians but the old trail I have 
mentioned, 

General Gaines here presented to the court the paper numbered 88, (see documents,) being a copy of 
the “ New York Courier and Enquirer” of April 2, 1836 

At the request of General Gaines, certain passages in that paper (editorial) were read to the court 
by the judge advocate; after which, at the instance of General Gaines— 


Colonel Witttam De Peysrer, of Florida, was duly sworn as a witness, and interrogated as follows: 


1. Question by General Gaines. The witness is desired to state whether he has or has not reason to 
believe that the article from the ‘Courier and Enquirer,” of April 2, 1836, was not written by or at the 
suggestion of Major General Scott; if so, he is desired to state the grounds of his belief. 

Answer. 1 do not believe that it was written by General Scott, or with his knowledge; further, I do 
not believe that General Scott ever published or caused to be published an article of the kind, or that there 
was ever one published with his knowledge. I have been associated a good deal with General Scott, and 
have known him to disapprove of any publication of the kind; and have heard him say, himself, that he 
never did authorize or request any public or private publication, and that he did not believe that any 
of his staff had published anything. As to this individual publication, I never saw or heard of it until 
this moment; and it appears to be an editorial article, written by the editor. 

2. Question by General Gaines. The witness is desired to state whether he has or has not heard Major 
General Scott express in conversation sentiments similar to those expressed in the article alluded to in 
the last interrogatory; if so, state when and where. 

The witness here asked whether General Gaines expected him to relate a private conversation with 
a friend, He had no objection on his own account to answer the question. 

After some remarks made by General Gaines and the witness, the court was cleared, and decided 
that the question was not a proper question to be put. 

After the court was resumed, General Gaines asked that his case might be laid over until the 9th 
instant, to give time for an important witness to present himself for examination, and to afford him time 
also to prepare his final address; whereupon the court adjourned to meet on the 9th of February, at 11 
o’clock a. m. 

Tuurspay, February 9, 1837. 

The court met pursuant to adjournment. All present but General Atkinson, in consequence of 
whose absence the court adjourned to meet to-morrow morning at 11 o’clock. 


Frrrvary 10, 1837. 
The court met pursuant to adjournment. All present. 


General P. I’. Swirn, adjutant general of the State of Louisiana, and witness on the part of Major 
General Gaines, being duly sworn, was interrogated as follows: 

1. Question by General Gaines. General Smith is desired to state what command he had in the cam- 
paign in Florida under General Gaines, and by whose request the corps of Louisiana volunteers were 
raised and called into the service of the United States. 

Answer. I served as third in command in the army under General Gaines, having waived my rank 
as colonel in favor of Lieutenant Colonel Twiggs. I had been a long time acquainted with Colonel 
Twiggs, and highly respected him as an officer, and thought it would be hardly fair that I should derive 
the advantages of his experience and receive the honors that might possibly acerue by having him with 
me. The corps of Louisiana volunteers was raised on the requisition of General Gaines. 

2. Question by General Gaines. General Smith is requested to state his opinion as to the best mode 
of fighting the Indians at Camp Izard, between the 28th of February and the 5th of March, 1836, inclu- 
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sively, taking into consideration all the circumstances attending the service there, and particularly 
whether, in his opinion, a sortie would have been attended with advantages. : 

Answer, I believe that the only mode of fighting Indians is to wound or kill Indian warriors, but 
that simply to attempt to disperse them would produce no great benefit; therefore, if the Indians occupy 

a position which we desire to occupy ourselves, we must certainly attack and drive them; but, under 
other circumstances, whatever method offers the greatest facilities of wounding or killing them is the 
best method of fighting them. The position which General Gaines occupied at Camp Izard, at the period 
mentioned, was one that he was desirous of maintaining, and I therefore think that he was likely to do 
more injury to the Indians in repulsing their advance on his position than he would do in quitting it to 
follow them through the woods. It is impossible for a soldier on foot in that country to overtake an 
Indian. The Indian could, at the first attack, withdraw himself from the fire, and the facilities of the 
hammocks in the neighborhood afford them a retreat in which they could hide themselves immediately. I 
believe that, as in attacks on positions fortified or not, the loss is always greater on the attacking party 
than in any other kind of combat, where the object is to destroy the life of the enemy, that species of 
combat affords more advantages than any other. The battle of New Orleans, the attack on Sandusky, 
and, in fact, all the attacks which were repelled during the last war, are evidences of this. On the 29th 
of February, when, I think, the largest body of Indians appeared, I think it likely that fewer of our men 
would have suffered if we had made a sortie, but far fewer of the enemy would have fallen. The defences 
that were afterwards made of the camp were hardly then begun, and especially the whole interior of the 
camp was entirely exposed. General Gaines himself, who was sitting near the centre of the camp, 
received a wound in his mouth. I therefore think that, under all the circumstances, there was a greater 
injury inflicted on the enemy, as they approached the camp through the open ground around it, than if 
the troops had gone out and followed them through the woods. I would remark, however, that the whole 
of the troops were not in camp; two companies of the Louisiana regiment were posted down on the river, 
and a part of them were drawn in afterwards to cover a part of the line. 

3. Question by General Gaines. What is the opinion of General Smith upon the motives of the Indians 
in secking an interview and expressing a desire for peace at the Withlacoochee? and state how far the 
Indians manifested a desire for peace by their conduct previous to the hostile movement of the troops 
from Fort Drane, the 26th of March, under the orders of General Scott. 

Answer. I think, indeed IT feel assured, that the Indians were perfectly sincere in seeking a peace. I 
don’t know on what terms they may have wished it, but I believe they desired a peace. A great many 
reasons operated on my mind to produce this conviction. The first was, that on the night of the 29th, 
after the Indians had retired across the river, I] heard some one, in a peculiar voice, by the tones of which 
I judged it to be Powell’s, making an address to his followers, apparently. The friendly Indians and 
their interpreter lay close by me. I called to them through the interpreter, and desired them to listen 
and try if they could catch any of the expressions. When the speech was finished, the Indians said to 
me, through the interpreter, that it was an address of the chief, intended to encourage them; that he told 
them that no matter if they had suffered on our side of the river, that when we attempted to cross they 
would then have the advantage; and he suggested to me that it was apparent from this that a portion 
of the Indians were dissatisfied. The Indians did not appear again the next day, nor until the evening 
of the second day, when a few shots were fired out of one of the hammocks on the river; nor did there 
ever seem to be one-fourth of the number of Indians on our side of the river that appeared on the 29th. 
On the evening when the first offer to treat was made, a voice of a negro hailed the camp in English. 
He called out that the Indians were tired of fighting, and desired to come in and make friends. He was 
answered, by direction of General Gaines, that if the chiefs sent in a flag the next day it would be 
respected. They held a talk next day with the officers sent by General Gaines, precisely as they were 
directed to do. From all these circumstances, it suggested itself to me that there was a large portion of 
the Indians who were averse to continue the war, so large that the hostile party was obliged to conform 
to their desires; that they had nothing to gain, under any view of the subject, by delay; that they were 
then as well prepared to carry on the war, and better than they would be at any subsequent period; 
whereas they must have expected that the whites would increase in force and strength every day; that 
if their object was to gain time in order to escape, that they could always have done that, as they could 
always ontmarch us, and that in fact they did not make use of it for that purpose, for Primus, who was 
sent to thew afterwards, must have found them in the upper part of the cove or in the Wahoo swamp. 
From the time the Indians held the talk with General Gaines there was not the slightest. hostile move- 
ment on their part. Our men were fishing and bathing in the river every day by hundreds while we 
stayed there; and as there was a thick swamp on the other side, in the vicinity where they were bathing, 
the Indians might at any moment have shot down two hundred men, with perfect security to themselves, 
We encamped about four or five miles southwest from Fort Drane, between Fort Drane and the Withla- 
coochee, and small parties, and often single individuals, were often passing between the different encamp- 
nents and Fort Drane, and were scattered over the whole woods for ten miles around, and I never heard 
of the sign of an Indian. The first that was heard of or met with after this period was on the evening 
of the day General Scott commenced his march to the Withlacoochee, when a wagoner, belonging to the 
Georgia horse, and who was left behind on the road, was shot by the Indians. 

4. Question by General Gaines. Does the witness know of General Scott’s having authorized the 
employment of 500 Creek Indians against the Seminoles, and does he believe that fact could have been 
communicated to the Seminoles by a negro named Primus? 

Answer. The fact was knowr. generally in camp and at Fort Drane ; but I don’t know whether Primus 
had been sent then or not. I wes in camp four or five miles from Fort Drane, and was but twice at Fort 
Drane. 

5. Question by General Gaines. When the right wing marched, the 26th of March, from Fort Drane, 
was all the transportation made use of by General Scott? and the witness is requested to state what 
reason Captain Shannon, assistant quartermaster, gave for leaving some commissary stores at Fort Drane. 

Answer. 1 asked Captain Shannon, the quartermaster, some questions in relation to the transportation 
for my own regiment. In his answer he remarked to me that the means of transportation for the army 
were not sufficient to convey all the provisions that were at Fort Drane ; and I understood him that some 
portion was left for want of transportation. I understood that the great want was the means of trans- 
portation rather than provisions. 1 know that General Scott had used every meaus in his power to obtain 
means of transportation. : 

6. Question by General Gaines. To what extent was the cove swamp penetrated by General Scott in 
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March or April, 1836, and was the search for the Indians by him sufficient to enable him to pronounce 
upon the position of the Indians or their families ? 

Answer. On the 30th of March General Scott left all the baggage under the charge of Major Wilson 
and a detachment at what, I presume, may be called the entrance of the cove. We marched without the 
baggage that afternoon probably about four and a half miles. The next morning we crossed the foot over 
a deep and difficult bog which was in front of our encampment. The right column, which was under my 
command, attacked a small party of Indians that was in front, and pursued them three or four miles, to 
utmost extent of the pursuit. Part of the column had arrived by taking one direction on the banks of 
the river ; the other part, with which I was myself, was pursuing the trail down through the woods to the 
right, when one of General Clinch’s staff brought an order for us to return, We then retraced our steps 
to where the baggage was, and the next morning took up our march round the outside of the cove ; and 
after leaving Major Cooper with his battalion towards the southern extremity of it, we went to Tampa 
Jay. The furthest extent to which the cove was penetrated was by the party which I commanded. Both 
the columns that entered the cove met altogether in the cove about 120 or 130 Indians. We had lost all 
trace of the Indians in the cove before we were recalled. We were on an old path, but we had lost all 
trace of the particular party we were pursuing. 

7. Question by General Gaines. What is the opinion of the witness as to the location of the Indian 
families in March and April, and does the witness know whether they had or had not gone down to Pease 
creek? 

Answer. I had no idea of where they were at that time. They could not have been on Pease creek, 
unless, possibly, at the very head of it, a point beyond which I went. 1 do not think there was any large 
body of Indians on Pease creck, as I ascended it with only about 140 men, and the Indians would have 
known of our approach. We crossed two considerable trails leading to the south, but they must have 
been two or three months old. 

8. Question by General Gaines. General Smith is requested to state in what manner the movement of 
General Gaines affected the movements of General Scott in-florida. 

Answer. My impression has always been that every effort that General Scott could make to advance 
his movement was made by him; but such were the difticulties in obtaining the means of transportation 
that I do not think he could have been able to commence his movements earlier than he did ; that there- 
fore no operation of General Gaines delayed General Scott’s movements, and that General Scott would 
not have been ready sooner or later, whether General Gaines was there or not. General Gaines brought 
from New Orleans with him some means of transportation ; he added to General Scott’s forces at Fort 
Drane about 1,000 effective men; he had acquired some knowledge of the country around the Withila- 
coochee ; his position on the Withlacoochee had restrained the Indians during the period General Scott 
was occupied in transporting provisions to Fort Drane, and that, therefore, in these respects General 
Gaines’s movements were of great advantage to the movements of General Scott. I might add that, after 
all, the means of transportation were not sufficient to allow General Scott to operate a long time on the 
Wiithlacoochee, and that therefore he was not able to derive those advantages which he otherwise would 
have derived. 

9. (Question by General Gaines. The witness is requested to state what purpose was expressed to him 
in maintaining the position at Camp Izard, and what importance was attached to that position by General 
Gaines. 

Answer. After we had encamped at Camp Izard, and, I think, on the night of the 29th, General 
Gaines, a little after dark, came to me and stated that, as it was then evident that the Indians were in 
our immediate neighborhood, and that, as all the operations, if any, must be in that neighborhood, and 
that as that appeared to be the most convenient crossing place, whether the operations of the Alabama 
troops expected from Tampa Bay or from General Scott’s coming from the north, that he had made up his 
mind to maintain that position, provided the troops under his command were disposed to submit to all the 
privations they might be subjected to in case the convoy of provisions expected from Fort Drane did not 
arrive. Ie argued that the position then kept the whole body of Indians in check ; that it was evident 
we must be in the neighborhood of their establishments, and they would not dare to quit them to under- 
take any predatory expedition as long as the force under General Gaines was so near the position where 
their families were. But he stated that something might prevent our receiving any supply of provisions 
for some days; that then we would be obliged to have recourse to killing the horses ; that if I thought 
that my regiment would not willingly submit to these privations, it would be easy to retire to Fort Drane 
where there were provisions ; but that he considered it of the highest importance that he should maintain 
the position we then occupied on the banks of the Withlacoochee. I told General Gaines that whatever 
measure he should decide on would be heartily seconded by the whole of the regiment ; that they were 
prepared to do or suffer anything that was necessary for the object of the campaign. He then expressed 
his determination to remain there and keep the Indians in check until the forces that were expected would 
be prepared to assemble around that country. General Gaines was principally desirous to maintain that 
particular position, as it was the best crossing place, and indeed it was afterwards selected by General 
Scott in crossing his army. It was also General Gaines’s belicf that if we were to retreat from that 
point, or to push across to Tampa Bay, the Indians would then be let loose over the whole country; and 
that then, besides the forces that would be necessary to protect the convoys of provisions coming from 
the north, it would require a great many men scattered through the settlements to protect them from the 
ravages of the Indians. 


Captain P. Morrison, of the 4th regiment of infantry, a witness on the part of Major General Gaines, 
being duly sworn, was interrogated as follows: 

1. Question by General Gaines. General Scott having endeavored to show that a report of the war 
being ended caused a detention in New Orleans of supplies called for by requisitions for Florida, the 
Witness is desired to state whether he was commissary in New Orleans from January to April, 1836, 
inclusive; whether any such detention took place with regard to commissary supplies; whether he had 
opportanities of judging whether quartermaster’s stores were detained, and whether they were so detained ; 
aud is requested to state whether he understood from the quartermaster whether he would or would not 
feel authorized to detain supplies under the supposed circumstances of there being a report like that in 
question. And the witness will also please state what rations returned to New Orleans with the Louisiana 
volunteers from Tampa Bay; whether a part was in bulk, and by him issued to the volunteers; and whether 
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he made any remarks to Captain Thistle on the subject of the bacon so returned, and what remarks he 
made. 

Answer, I was assistant commissary at New Orleans from January to April, and have been for ten 
years past. No detention took place in the furnishing of supplies. Every exertion was used to procure 
hard bread and bacon, as required by General Scott. The bread and bacon could not be procured in 
sufficient quantities; the other parts of the ration, consisting of pork and flour, were delivered to the 
quartermaster to make up the deficiency. A duty which I owe to Major Clark, as he is not present, com- 
pels me to state that every exertion was made use of on his part to furnish supplies and transportation. 
We both felt a deep interest that nothing should be wanted, and that no complaint should be made. From 
the 7th to the 16th of May, when the regiment of Louisiana volunteers returned to New Orleans from 
Florida, there were 720 pounds of bacon and 2,160 pounds of bread, surplus rations, which were sent to 
the commissary’s store at New Orleans, besides other rations in proportion. Captain Thistle came to me 
somewhere between the 10th and 16th of May with a return for back rations. In offering Captain Thistle 
his choice of pork, bacon, flour or hard bread, I observed that I regretted that the hard bread and bacon 
had ever come back, after the difficulty I had in sending it to Florida. As to Captain Thistle’s asking 
me why I did not send the bacon, I have no recollection of his having made such an observation to me, 
neither do I believe he did. No observation was made by me to Captain Thistle that the Florida war was 
closed. [The witness here presented to the court papers Nos 39 and 40, (see documents,) as evidence 

. that he had discharged his duties promptly and to the satisfaction of his department. | 

2. Question by General Gaines. What conversation had the witness with General Gaines in New 
Orleans in April on the subject of sending supplies to Florida, and what did General Gaines urge ? 

Answer. About the beginning of April 1 had understood that General Gaines had arrived in New 
Orleans, and was on my way to pay my respects to him, when I met Major Clark, who requested me to 
get a requisition from General Gaines, which he had left with the general the evening previous or the 
same morning. I found General Gaines at his quarters. He was unwell; and, after a little conversation, 
I asked him for the requisition left by Major Clark. He handed it to me, and observed, very impressively, 
“furnish everything that you are ordered to furnish.” Commodore Dallas, of the navy, came in, and I 
withdrew. I did not ask General Gaines about furnishing the supplies. His remarks were applied both 
to Major Clark and myself. [The witness here produced paper No. 41, (see documents,) showing the 
quantity of certain supplies at Tampa Bay on the 31st of March, 1836.] 


Lieutenant Govuvernecr Morris, of the 4th infantry, a witness on the part of Major General Gaines, 
being duly sworn, was interrogated as follows: 

1. Question by General Gaines. General Scott having charged that General Gaines took the public 
transportation from Tampa Bay, to the disadvantage of the movement of Colonel Lindsay, the witness 
is desired to state what amount of transportation was taken by General Gaines; also whether it was or 
was not more than replaced by Lieutenant Casey; when Lieutenant Casey arrived at Tampa; what amount 
of transportation he brought; whether Colonel Lindsay had the benefit of that transportation; and by 
whose order, when, and where, so far as witness knows or believes, Lieutenant Casey was sent for said 
transportation. 

Answer. There were only four or five indifferent horses taken by General Gaines that belonged to the 
post, besides the number that was directed to be sent by him from New Orleans. It is proper to state 
that there were sixty horses sent at first; but from disease and rough weather at sea five or six died, 
and some of the others were in a poor condition for service. Lieutenant Casey, the acting quartermas- 
ter at Tampa Bay, had been sent, I suppose by the orders of the commanding officer, to Middle Florida, 
(Tallahassee,) to procure means of transportation for General Gaines’s army, which was expected to 
arrive soon. The transportation (six or eight teams complete) arrived a short time after General Gaines’s 
departure with his forees from Tampa Bay. This transportation was put in requisition by Colonel Lind- 
say, after he arrived there, and formed the principal transportation of his column. To the best of my 
recollection there were forty-two or forty-eight horses or mules which formed the teams for the wagons 
which arrived from St. Mark’s. 

2. Question by General Gaines. Was it known at Tampa Bay, at the time Lieutenant Casey was sent 
for transportation, that any other troops were expected at Tampa Bay than those taken there by General 
Gaines ? 

Answer. I knew of no other, and I believe it was not known then that Colonel Lindsay’s or any other 
troops were expected to arrive at that time. 

The court adjourned till to-morrow at 11 o’clock a. m. 


Fepruary 11, 1837. 
The court met pursuant to adjournment. All present. 


Mr. Porrer, a witness on the part of Major Gencral Gaines, being duly sworn, was interrogated as 
follows : 

1. Question by General Gaines. Were you at Fort Drane in March, after the council en the Withla- 
coochee, and previous to the movement of the right wing on the 26th of that month; and what exposure 
of individuals or small parties to the hostility of the Seminoles occurred, and was any hostility exhibited 
by the Indians ? 

Answer. I arrived at Fort Drane with General Gaines on the 11th of March. I remained at Fort 
Drane until about the 10th of April. Previous to the movement of the right wing, on the 26th of March, 
small parties of from two to five individuals frequently passed between the various camps and Iort Drane. 
I, myself, mounted the horse of Major Lytle to go in search of Camp Twiggs on some business for Major 
Mountfort. I took the wrong road, and proceeded a distance of about six miles, as I was aiterwards 
informed, when I met three of the Georgia volunteers. J asked them how far it was to Camp Twiggs; 
they answered, “cight miles ina contrary direction.” They told me they had been nineteen miles that day, 
and were then returning; they had seen Indian tracks, and had heard of Indians being in the neighbo: hood 
where they had been. In short, to the best of my knowledge, there was no hostility exhibited by the 
Indians before the march of General Scott from Fort Drane. I had never been from Fort Drane to any of 
the encampments, which accounts for my taking the wrong road. 

2. Question by General Gaines. Please to state, as far as you know, whether the information likely to 
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be communicated by Primus, who was sent among the Indians, was calculated to encourage their hopos 
of being heard in council according to the arrangement of General Gaines, or otherwise; and on what do 
you found your opinion ? 

Answer. At Fort Drane, on the 14th or 15th of March, I was standing near a synad of friendly Indians 
and an interpreter. lL heard General Scott say to the interpreter, “tell the ze that I ain determined to 
carry on a war of extermination among the m—I will shoot down eve ry man.” T will take oceasion to 
remark to the court that I know not what precede “l this conversation, but think it more than probable he 
told them that they must lay down their arms. Not having had sufticie ‘ut intercourse with the troops 
generally, my intercourse was prine ipally with the officers at Fort Drane, and they were generally very 
euarded i in expressing any opinion. Iam therefore unable to say what impressions were produced on 
their minds. I merely know that the Creek Indiaus had been sent for, and I subsequently heard that the 
order had been countermanded. 

3. Question by General Gaines. The witness is desired to describe the country in the vicinity of 
Camp Izard. 

Answer. The country in the vicinity of Camp Izard is very hammocky. Ilere is a drawing made by 
myself; the hammocks laid down in this drawing were about 150 or 200 yards from Camp izard. I am 
aware that the map is imperfect as respects the scale. TI suppose the encampment was about 200 yards 
square, and I suppose it to be about 450 yards, or rather more, from the camp to the river on tbe west 
side of the camp. I suppose the river to be about 100 to 120 yards from the front of the encampment. 
There was an opening to the river in front of the camp; but the river could not be seen from the camp. 


Colonel J. Watson Wess, editor of the “New York Courier and Enquirer,” a witness, being duly 
sworn, Was interrogated as follows : 

(Juestion by the court. You are requested to state whether you know, or have reason to believe, that 
Major General Scott is the author of the article in the “Courier and Enquirer” of the 2d of April, 1836, 
or whether it was written or published with his knowledge, 

Answer. I will state to the court that I saw General Scott a short time previous to his being ordered 
to Florida; that I did not see him again until after his recall from that country. The article in question 
was written by myself, and contained my views of what had transpired in Florida up to that period. 
During the ten months which have since elapsed, I have seen no cause to change, in any respects, those 
views. I do not know that General Scott has ever seen, read, or heard of the article in question. 
Question by General Gaines. Had the editor of the Courier and Enquirer a correspondent in Florida 
during the early part of the campaigns of 1836? Did that correspondent write from St. Augustine in a 
tone very highly complimentary to General Gaines of the movement of that general in Florida, quoting, 
in reference to that movement, that it was calling forth golden opinions from all sorts of people, and did 
not the tone of the letters of said correspondent entirely change after joining General Scott and going to 
Picolata ? 

And further, the witness is requested to state whether the article in the Courier and Enquirer, besides 
the basis it confessedly has upon the official correspondence of General Scott, as published in the Globe, 
and upon the article from the Richmond Enquirer, published at the residence of General Scott’s imme- 
diate friends, was or was not founded upon the communications of the correspondent in Florida; and if 
not, upon what was the said article fabricated ? 

Answer, | had a correspondent in Florida at that time. That correspondent did write from St. Au- 
eustine. I have not the slightest recollection of the tone of his correspondence in relation to General 
Gaines; but I know, from my own feelings at that time, that if he did write anything complimentary to 
the general, it was very cheerfully published by me. I do not know precisely when the tone of those 
letters changed, but I am very certain that if they had contained anything favor able to General Gaines’s 
conduct after the affair of the Withlacoochee and the facts in relation to the army’s being intrenched there 
being known to me, I would have considered it unjust to the public to have given currency to such opin- 
ious. The article had, as its base, an order issued by General Gaines, and published in the “Savannah 
Georgian,” which order met my eye on the evening of the Ist of April. The article alluded to, and based 
upon that order, was written after ten o’clock at night, without consulting any person or persons what- 
soever. IT never wrote any article, either of praise or censure, of either General Scott or General Gaines, 
founded upon the opinions or judgment of my correspondent, or of any other person or persons whatsoever. 
] have never exchanged any opinions in writing with General Scott in relation to that campaign, and, to 
the best of my recollection, have only seen him once for the period of about five minutes, in Broadway, in 
the city of New York, at which time he refused to express any opinions in relation to General Gaines, 
but said “that, as regarded himself, he would compel the whole country, by 


oa 


General Jesup, or others; 
the mere force of truth, to do him justice.” The article alluded to is not a fabrication, but contains my 
views, founded upon the news which I had received from the seat of war, and such opinions in relation to 
military matters and military conduct as I have acquired during more than eight years’ service in the army, 
and the greater part of it under the iinmediate command of the officers composing this court. I believed 
them to be correct then; I believe them to be correct now, as I also do the deductions drawn from the 
premises assumed in the article. 

General Gaines having requested that his case might be laid over till Thursday, the 16th instant, to 
enable him to prepare his final address, his case was laid over to that day accordingly; and the court 
adjourned to meet on Monday, the 13th instant, at 11 o’clock a. m. 


Frpruary 16, 1837. 
The court met pursuant to adjournment. ATI present. 
Major Gencral Gaines presented to the court paper No. 438, (see documents, ) on the subject of the 
publication of his letter of the 4th of July, 1836, in the New Orleans Builetin, September 27, 1836; and, 
in reference to that publication, made the following remarks: 


In submitting the foregoing letter for the consideration of the court, I have to state in writing what 
I have already intimated in reference to the publication of my letter to the adjutant general, under date 
the 4th of July, 1836. 

That letter was published as an act of se/f-defence and self-preservation, in obedience to the first law 
of nature. This law authorizes me and my household, my staff’, and every other member of my family, 
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civil and military, when assaled by assassins or pirates with deadly weapons in their hands, to repel force 
by force, until the assailants are subdued or disarmed; and upon the same principle, when attacked by 
assassins of reputation, armed with the weapons of falsehood, that law authorizes me and my family to employ 
the weapons of truth to disarm the assassins of reputation. I availed myself of this sacred rieht. in vivine 
publicity to my letter of the 4th of July, 1836, to repel the attacks made on me and my faithful compan: 
ions in arms by the author and publishers of the atrocious calumnies contained in the official letters and 
orders upon your table, signed by Major General Winfield Scott, or by his authority, and published by 
certain editors of newspapers, and by the authority of certain persons, not in the ‘power of this court, 
more especially the letters and reports of Major General Scott of the Ist, 4th, 9th, and 14th of March, 
which have been laid before this court, and the falsehoods which they contain, detected and exposed by 
the testimony of General Smith, Colonel Twiggs, Captain Hitchcock, Captain Drane, Captain McCall, 
Licutenant Morris, Lieutenant Mitchell, and Mr. W. Potter, to all which the court is referred. In repelling 
these attacks, however, I have in no case violated any known law, regulation, or order. But even if it 
were otherwise; if, indeed, I had, in self-defence, and in the essential work of selfpreservation, deviated 
from a law, a regulation, or an order, I could not but avail myself of the plea that “all human authority 
ceases at the point where obedience becomes criminal.” T could not have remained silent under such eal- 
umnies as those to which T have referred, without committing a crime of omission, equal to the crime of 
sitting still in silence whilst assassins or pirates were engaged near me in the act of firing at my house, 
my children, or myself. My silence under such attacks would have been, in a moral point of view, highly 
criminal, : 

The old Army Regulations contain the provision which follows: 

“650. Private letlers or reports, relative to military marches and operations, are frequently mischievous in 
design, and always disgraceful lo the army; they are, therefore, strictly forbidden. And any officer found 
guilty of making such report for publication, without special permission, or of placing the writing 
beyond his control, so that it finds its way to the press, within one month after the termination of the 
campaign to which it relates, shall be dismissed from the service.” 

I have underscored the parts to which I desire the particular attention of the court. 

In referring to the first member of this paragraph it may be remarked, that although “private letters 
or reports relative to military marches and operations are frequently mischievous in design,” they are not 
always so, nor “always disgraceful to the army.” This is too obvious to require illustration or argument. 
All must admit that there may be and often have been “private letters or reports relative to military marches 
and operations” not “always disgraceful to the army:” for example, the meritorious soldier, regular or vol- 
unteer, who, seeing in a published report, probably from the pen of a secret enemy, assertions that he had 
deserted the service in the moment of battle, and had at a stated time and place gone over to the enemy, 
he would naturally feel inclined to contradict the report, if possible, before it should have time to reach 
his parents, his wife, children, or friends. In doing this, he might deem it proper himself to write or to 
desire some brother soldier to state that he had discharged his duty faithfully in battle at the time and 
place referred to in the report, and had afterwards continued to discharge his duty from place to place 
(naming the places visited by the army) up to the time and place at which his letter is dated. Surely no 
man in his proper senses would venture to say that such a private letter or such a report was “always dis- 
graceful to the army,” notwithstanding it may have been written “relative to military marches and opera- 
tions,” and in the apparent contemplation of the order or regulation in question. What “private letters or 
reports,” then, are obviously allowed or not allowed to be published ? In answer, I have to remark that I 
have deemed it to be right to inquire what description of “ private letters or reports” are manifestly “mis- 
chievous in design and always disgraceful to the army 2” and to come to the conclusion that the publication 
of such as these only were forbidden: for example, the letter written by Captain Hitchcock, my acting 
inspector general, to my friend Mr. Lyon, of the House of Representatives, dated at Fort Drane, March 13, 
1836, and the letter written by Captain McCall, my aide-de-camp, to the editor of the New Orleans Com- 
mercial Bulletin, dated Camp Sabine, May 18, 1836, letters voluntarily written with the most scrupulous 
regard to truth, and without anything like acrimonious animadversion or censure towards any officer, 
soldier, or citizen, I deemed to be liable to no objection. I was not apprised of the contents of these 
letters until after they were written and voluntarily submitted to me by the writers respectively. I 
expressly gave my sanction to their publication, convinced, as I was in giving publicity to mine of July 
4, 1836, that they contained nothing that could tend to violate the regulation No. 650, or any other 
description of military law or orders. 

On the other hand, I have considered such letters and reports as those upon your table, written by 
Major General Scott, dated the Ist, 4th, 9th, and 14th of March, to be “mischievous in design, and always 
disgraceful to the army.” 

The testimony upon your table, and to which I have expressly referred, will enable the court, in the 
opinion which they are required to give, to say whether any, and if any, which of the /etéers and reports 
to which I have referred are such as were written and published in violation of the spirit, the true intent 
and meaning of the regulation in question. 

All which is respectfully submitted. 

EDMUND P. GAINES, Major General by Brevet, U. S. A. 


After the foregoing remarks, Major General Gaines commenced his final address, (which accompanies 
these: proceedings, ) and continued its reading for some length of time, when, at his request, the court 
adjourned to meet to-morrow at 10 o’clock. 


Frsruary 17, 1837. 
The court met pursuant to adjournment. All present. 
Major General Gaines took up and finished his address, after which the court adjourned to meet 
to-morrow morning at 10 o’clock. 


Fesruary 18, 1837. 


The court met pursuant to adjournment. All present. 
The court was occupied on this day and on Monday, the 20th, in revising its proceedings in reference 


to the Creek campaign. 
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Fesruary 21, 1837. 

The court met pursuant to adjournment. All present. 

The court took up the testimony in reference to the campaign in Florida, ander Major General Gaines, 
and, after a careful examination, finds that Major General Gaines, on receiving, at Mobile, about the 17th 
of January, 1836, information of the massacre of Major Dade and his command by the Seminole Indians, 
in Florida, repaired with promptness to the city of New Orleans, where he, with great zeal, organized a 
force of regular and volunteer troops, amounting to about eleven hundred men, and proceeded without 
delay to Tampa Bay, where he arrived about the 10th of February, and after making preparations for the 
field, moved on the Fort King road on the 13th, and reached Dade’s battle ground on the 20th, where he 
buried the meritorious dead with the honors of war. He then proceeded for Fort King, where he arrived 
on the 22d. After drawing nine or ten days’ supply of subsistence from Fort Drane, and receiving a 
small supply of ammunition, he moved on the Withlaeoochee, where he arrived on the 27th, and encoun- 
tered the same day the enemy across the river ina sharp contlict of half an hour, when the troops with- 
drew for the night, after a loss of one killed and six wounded. On the morning of the 28th, the troops 
marched down the river to a point two and a half miles below, where it was understood the crossing was 
practicable. Here the advance of the army was fired upon from across the river, and an action ensued, 
which continued until 12 or 1 o'clock, in which Lieutenant Izard was mortally wounded. The army here 
encamped that afternoon, and an express was despatched by Major General Gaines to General Clinch, or 
the officer commanding at Fort Drane; the troops in the meantime throwing up a slight breastwork of 
logs. On the morning of the 29th, at 9 or 10 o’clock, the enemy, in force, estimated at about one thousand 
or fifteen hundred men, made an attack on three sides of the fortified camp, which was continued for two 
hours, when he withdrew, leaving one of his dead on the field. On this day another despatch was sent by 
Major General Gaines to Fort Drane. From the 2d to the 5th of March the enemy made more or less 
spirited attacks upon the camp, in which several conflicts the loss on the part of our troops amounted to 
some three killed and about forty wounded. On the night of the 5th of March a proposition was made 
from the woods, by the enemy, for peace. On the next day a strong party of Indians appeared within five 
or six hundred yards of the camp, a few of whom advanced with a flag to within one hundred and fifty to 
two hundred yards, and Adjutant Barrow, of the volunteers, was sent out to confer with them, when they 
informed him they did not wish to fight any more, but wanted General Gaines to go away; upon which 
information General Gaines sent out Captain Hitchcock, who was accompanied by two or three officers, to 
hold a further conference with them. The Indians repeated to him their proposition for peace, and stated 
they had lost a great many of their men. Before the conference was finally closed, the advance of the 
troops under General Clinch came up, and commenced a fire upon the Indians standing in the rear, when 
they and the chiefs in council fled and covered themselves in the hammocks, and were no more heard of 
up to the 10th of March, when the army (the command of which had been turned over by Major General 
Gaines to General Clinch the day preceding) fell back upon Fort Drane, where it arrived on the 11th. 

The court, after carefully reviewing and collating the testimony of Captains Hitchcock and McCall, 
Colonel Twiggs, General Smith and others, in reference to the operations and peculiar situation of the 
army at Camp Izard, finds it difficult to come to a conclusion as to the real causes of the failure of the 
campaign. It appears, althongh the army was surrounded and repeatedly assailed by the enemy in its 
fortified position from the 29th of February to the 5th of March, and straitened in its means of subsis- 
tence, that, however important to the chivalry and reputation of the troops, no sally was made to test 
the result of such a movement, which it is possible might have issued in the defeat and subjection of the 
enemy, and have brought the war to a close. But the court, however, judging from subsequent events 
in prosecuting the war under other commanders, and the indomitable spirit of hostility evinced by the 
enemy, is of opinion that, had a sortie been made by Major General Gaines, though he might have been 
able to beat and drive the enemy into the surrounding hammocks and swamps, they would have eluded 
pursuit and retired to their more remote fastnesses. But, if such had been the result of a sortie, Major 
General Gaines had not the means of subsistence to have enabled him to remain long enough in or about 
the cove of the Withlacoochee to seek out the enemy and press the war toa successful conclusion, Still, 
the court, without impugning the motives that influenced Major General Gaines, is of opinion that a 
sortie, under all the circumstances of the case, should have been made. 

The court, therefore, in taking a full and impartial view of all the circumstances appertaining to the 
operations of Major General Gaines at Camp Izard, is of opinion that the failure of the campaign should 
rather be attributed to the want of the means of subsistence to prosecute the war than to the contingent 
result of a sortie. 

The attention of the court was next called to a consideration of the publication of Major General 
Gaines’s official report of the 4th of July, 1836, to the adjutant general, in the public prints. The fact 
of its publication in the “ New Orleans Bulletin” of the 27th of September is admitted by Major General 
Gaines (as will appear in the proceedings of the court) as authorized by him, and without any authority 
but his own action. The court is not aware that its publication in the public journals as late as the 29th 
of September is in violation of any rule or regulation of the service: but is of opinion that all publiea- 
tious in the public prints tending to excite public opinion, or to produce recriminations between officers, 
are prejudicial to the interests of the public service and injurious to the discipline of the army. The 
publication of the official report of Major General Gaines, of the 4th of July, to the adjutant ¢eneral, is 
considered by the court as falling under publications of this description, by its personal allusions. 

The court cannot close its proceedings without adverting to the strain of invectives and vituperation 
used by Major General Gaines, in the language generally of his summary of the evidence touching the 
operations of his Seminole campaign; particularly the part of it couched in the following terms: “ the 
atrocious machinations of the second United States general officer who has ever dared to aid and assist the open 
enemy of the republic in their operations against United States forces employed tm the protection of the frontier 
people. The first great offender was Major General Benedict Arnold; the second, as your finding must show, 
is Major General Winfield Scott.”.” Assertions without facts or circumstances to sustain them, and unbe- 
coming his, Major General Gaines’s, high rank and station—remarks and assertions which the court 
condemn in the most decided terms of reprehension, 

The court, in continuation, feels itself compelled te notice the censure in the official letters of Major 
General Scott (spread upon the record of these proceedings) cast upon Major General Gaines, in reference 
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to his operations in Florida; and in a tone of language that could not be otherwise than offensive to 
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the latter general, and in terms, the court is of opinion, not called for under the circumstances of the 


case, and ought not to have been indulged in. 
ALEX. MACOMB, Major General, President of the Court of Inquiry. 
5S. COOPER, Judge Advocale, Recorder of the Court. 


‘ 


Defence of Major General E. P. Gaines, before the court of inquiry of which Major General Macomb is presi- 
dent. Frederick, Maryland, February, 1837. 


Mr. Presipent: My first object is to show that the order given me to command the western department, 
made it my duty, on hearing of the outbreak of savage war upon the troops and frontier inhabitants of 
Kast Florida, within the known limits of my department, to collect together whatever disposable force ] 
could obtain near me, and fly to the theatre of the war to “repel the invasion,” and beat the enemy, or hold 
them in check, and stand between them and the bleeding frontier, until the President of the United States 
should be advised of the state of the war, and of my movements and measures, and thereupon make what- 
ever arrangements he might see fit for aflording protection to the frontier and terminating the war. 

J stand before this court as one of the accused. Major General Seott, though placed, as I am placed, 
in the attitude which the law recognizes as one of the “accused,” (see the 91st article of the Rules and 
Articles of War,) has been erroneously, as I have endeavored to show, suffered by the court ¢o act as my 
accuser—and thus to act in my obsence. Protesting again, as I have protested, against this proceeding, I 
can but avail myself of the restricted means which the court has seen fit to impose in the vindication of 
my conduct; and since the court has denied me the privilege of mecting my accuser and his witnesses 
face to face, and thus seratinizing the accusations against me, and “cross-examining and interrogating 
the witnesses,” as authorized by the 91st article of war, I find myself compelled to proceed under all the 
disadvantages of repelling accusations that have not only been so far sanctioned by the Secretary of War 
as to be published by his authority, and then acted on by the court in my absence, and ultimately for- 
warded to the Department of War, as I have been given to understand, with the final decision of this court. 

Notwithstanding ali these disadvantages, Mr. President, 1 do not despair. The strength of my cause, 
the strict military propriety of ny measures, with the patient hearing which the court has given to the 
testimony before you, assure me that whatever may have been the force of appearances against me, I 
eannot but feel satisfied that the testimony upon your table will convince you of the correctness of my 
conduct, as set forth in my letter of the 4th of July to the adjutant general, to every part of which, and 
to my correspondence and orders to which it refers, 1 desire the particular attention of the court, as a 
part of this, my final vindication. 

Mr. President: When last before this court you notified me, whether with or without the concurrence 
of the court I did not understand, that Major General Scott was not considered my accuser. I then 
endeavored to convince the court, from a hasty reference to the official letters and reports of that officer, 
that he was, in fact, my accuser, I have since seen, in an article purporting to be the defence of General 
Scott before this court, a declaration that he is not my accuser. If this is true, sir, the letters bearing 
the signature of that officer, dated at Picolata, the Ist and 4th of March, with his letters dated the 9th and 
14th of March, which J have seen before the court, must be considered as forgeries; otherwise, the receiver 
of those letters, who authorized their pubheation, must be my accuser, for I can truly affirm that during 
the long period of my service I have never known an officer to be more palpably charged with crimes 
than the writer of those letters has scen fit to charge me. I therefore deem it to be due to the public ser- 
vice, and to my own reputation, aspersed by these accusations, to establish their authorship, whilst I 
prove them te be false and calumnious. The question between the wrifer and the receiver 1 leave to be 
settled between them. The writer is in the power of the court, the receiver is not 

In my letter of July 4, 1836, addressed to the adjutant general, IT made the statement which follews: 

“The Order No. 7 of the present year, requiring General Scott to repair to the left wing of my depart- 
ment, Was never seen by me until my arrival at Fort King, the 22d of February. I state this fact simply 
because it is a fact hitherto, Lapprehend, unknown at your office, but it is a fact to which I attach little or 
no importance. Had J received this order at’ Pensacola, I should have viewed it as a measure of the 
Secretary of War, taken without a full knowledge of the progress of the war upon that frontier, and of the 
circumstances which had rendered my movement to Florida proper; and that therefore my movement 
thither ought to continue until T should fecl assured that the President was apprised of all the material 
facts bearing upon the subject, and more especially until the officer authorized to enter upon that part of 
iny command assigned to him, and which formed the principal theatre of the war, should make his appearance 
in person upon that theatre of the war, unless, indeed, my attention had been called to other and apparently 
more important military operations, also in actual war, than those which called me to East Florida. 

“This view of the subject is based upon an essential principle of military law, derived from the laws 
of nature, and incorporated in our institutions—a principle sustained by the ablest writers of all enlightened 
nations to whose works I have had acecess—a principle without the strict observance of which no nation 
whose geographical limits exceed twenty miles square could be successfully defended—a principle deeply 
interwoven with the highest attributes of sovereignty and of self-government, namely, sel/-defence and self- 
preservation as a nation or a state, or, in other words, PROTECTION, IMMEDIATE, INSTANTANEOUS PROTECTION fo the 
exposed feeble members of the community from savage war. Yes, sir, immediate, instantaneous protection by the 
military officer intrusted with the command of the particular section of country threatened with savage 
attack, until relieved before the enemy by the new commander, 

“Let us look into a few of the principal features of the ease in question and see what would prob- 
ably have been the effect of a contrary rule of conduct on my part. In command of the western depart- 
ment, I had met, at New Orleans, intelligence of a great and unlooked-for disaster having occurred upon 
the left wing of my department, far distant trom the seat of the federal government, from whence alone 
could | hope to receive new orders, or special instructions, more applicable to the case in all its bearings 
than the orders of the President cimbraced in my cominission to serve the United States diligently as a 
general officer, with the orders which he had given me To COMMAND THE WESTERN DEPARTMENT. An important 
white settlement within my department was reported to be ovERRUN, SACKED, and BURNED—a United States 
agent of Indian affairs, and cight valuable officers, and ninety-eight faithful soldiers, with many worthy 
rontier citizens, killed, and their property stolen or destroyed; and I was aware that most of the neigh- 
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boring military posts—namely, Forts Brooke, King, Drane, and Key West, all within my military depart- 
ment—were without any other works of defence than such as an eflicient force of five hundred men might 
have taken and destroyed in a few hours with little loss or risk on their part—the garrisons of two of 
those posts (Fort King and Key West) being insufficient for their defence. I was, moreover, apprised 
that there were but about six hundred troops of the regular army at that time in Florida, and that these 
were separated by a wilderness, supposed to be occupied by the enemy, comprehending near twenty 
thousand square miles, extending near two hundred and fifty miles from north to south, and from one 
hundred and twenty to forty miles from east to west—with our six hundred regulars stationed at the 
opposite angles and sides of this extensive wilderness, without disposable force sufficient to insure a 
concentration at any one important vulnerable point from one side of the wilderness in question to the 
other, without the most imminent danger of having such force destroyed in its movements to the point of 
concentration. The destruction of the brave but unfortunate Major Dade, with his heroic officers and 
men, affords an impressive lesson upon this view of the subject which no prudent American soldier or 
citizen should ever lose sight of. Under these circumstances, what was the duty of the commander of 
the western department? What, I ask, was the proper course for me to pursue? These questions may 
be most readily answered by asking another: What had I promised upon my oath todo? I had promised 
upon my oath, prescribed by law, ‘to bear true faith and allegiance to the United States of America, and 
to serve them honestly and faithfully against their enemies or opposers whomsoever, and to observe and 
obey the orders of the President of the United States and the orders of the officers appointed over me, 
according to the rules and articles of war.’ 

“T had with me my sword and my commission, with the orders of the President of the United States 
to ‘command’ this department. Now, it is well known that for me to command a military department, 
or any particular section of country upon the frontier, great or small, is, in a plain military sense, so to order 
and employ the men and means confided to my direction as to protect our own people of the United States 
upon that section of frontier ‘against their enemies or opposers whomsocver, as set forth in the afore- 
mentioned oath; and if it be in time of war, to continue so to command until duly relieved by the new com- 
mander, IN HIS OWN PROPER PERSON, and on the theatre of war. 

“Tn failing to comply with this sacred injunction, 1 well knew that I might thereby have suffered the 
enemy to kill great numbers of the citizens and troops, in addition to those already slain, within the 
limits of my command, and burn their houses, aud take their property. It was my bounden duty, there- 
fore, without waiting for new orders or special instructions, to collect together my disposable force found 
within my department, which I might deem sufficient to enable me promptly to strike at the enemy, and, 
if possible, subdue them, or check their devastations, until the President should have notice of them, and 
of my efforts to arrest them, and then give such new orders as he might think fit. 

“But it is contended—principally, indeed, by those who have proven themselves to be better qualified 
for the quiet vocation of a writing-desk than the tarbulent scenes of an Indian war—that I ought to 
have abandoned the expedition at Pensacola, because I received, on my arrival at that city, your letter 
notifying me, not that General Scott had actually arrived at the theatre of the war in Florida, but that he had 
been ordered thither by the Secretary of War! But little reflection is necessary to see the fallacy of this 
closet-view of the subject. Thad embarked, pursuant to my letter of the 2d of February, addressed ‘to 
General Clinch, or the officer commanding the forces assembling on the northeast border of East Florida,’ 
with a view to co-operate with that officer in subduing the enemy; Thad, moreover, given a pledge to the 
principal force then with me, the Louisiana volunteers, that I would not require them to go further than I 
would myself go, and that I would stand by them as long as they would stand by me in bringing the war to an 
honorable close. J had thus promised, on the 2d of February, with a force of seven hundred men, so to 
co-operate; this force had been fortunately increased before the embarkation was effected to near one 
thousand one hundred men, With this very respectable force embarked, and in its movement for Tampa 
Bay, and within two days’ march (by steam) of that place, I received at Pensacola the notification from 
you that General Scott had been ordered by the Secretary of War to that part of my command to which I 
was, under the above-mentioned circumstances, destined. Bat what assurance could I have had that he 
was there? Did you notify me that he was at the post of lionor assigned to him by the Secretary of War, 
or that such arrangements had been made as afforded reasonable ground to hope that General Scott would 
be prepared soon to breast the storm of savage desolation, and profect from the scalping-knife and _fire- 
brand the helpless citizens of both sexes and of all ages in that region, who had looked to me as their 
protector? Did you tell me that Oceola and his war chiefs had given to the President satisfactory 
assurance that they would suspend their massacres and conflagrations until General Scott should com- 
plete his plan of operations, and be quite ready to subdue them?’ No sach thing is found in your letter. 
Nor had Lany reason, from the previous northern or western wilderness movements of that otlicer, to 
anticipate anything like a prompt movement on his part into the wilds of Florida longer than he should 
find himself and his forces and supplies propelled by steam-power.” 

I repeat, sir, I had been notified, uot that General Scott was there, but that he had been ordered 
thither; I was assured, not that Oceola and his ferocious chieftains and braves had promised to suspend 
their wonted havoc until General Scott should have full leisure to mature his plan of operations, and be 
quite ready to surround and annihilate the enemy; but was simply notified that this officer was ordered 
to extend his operations into my department, without regard to imaginary lines. It is here proper, and 
essential to my complete vindication, to advert to the well-known fact that, on a previous occasion, when 
General Scott was ordered into my department against the Black Hawk aud his red warriors, that officer 
did not arrive at the theatre of the war until the enemy had been met and beaten by the gallant troops 
headed by the commander of the right wing of my department, wow a member of this court, seconded 
and sustained by another member of this court, with Taylor, of the United States army, and Dodge, of the 
volunteers. Major General Scott with his troops did certainly move with very considerable rapidity from 
Albany, New York, to Chicago, at the southern extremity of Lake Michigan, as long as he was propelled 
by steam-power; but, when this mighty power could no longer be rendered subservient to his movement, 
the general, with a large portion of his army, fell prostrate upon the threshold of the then theatre of the 
war. afflicted with disease, and mortified that they were thus deprived of the professional gratification of 
leading in the vigorous chase, and winning the honors of the victory which ensued. He arrived at the 
theatre of that war not until after the enemy had been subdued, and in time only to perform the diplomatic 
duties assigned to him by the Secretary of War. 

I was warranted, therefore, by his northwestern tardy movements and misfortunes, in the apprehen- 


sion that the same officer might possibly be tardy and unfortunate while in quest of southern laurels; but 
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it was enough for me to know, as I did full well know, that, even had each one of us, with our troops, 
been blessed with the unerring means of flying rapidly as an eagle to the protection of the suffering 
frontier, it were better to “ make assurance doubly sure,” and for each of us thus to hasten our movement 
thither, than that any possible chance of a failure to afford timely protection shonld be hazarded, and 
hazarded, too, by uncalled-for haste in my complying with a notification or suggestion like that which met 
me at Pensacola from Adjutant General Jones requiring no immediate action on my part—a notification 
which was obviously written without any knowledge of the erfraordinary circumstances and irrevocable 
arrangements which made it my duty to proceed to Florida, and to act with all possible effect in protect- 
ing the frontier inhabitants and subduing the enemy; until these circumstances and arrangements should 
be known to the Department of War, and other measures be taken there; or until I should meet with the 
officer authorized to relieve me; or, finally, until I should beat the enemy and force them to sue for peace, 
as I ultimately had the satisfaction to do between the 27th of February and 6th of March, 1836, as the 
evidence upon your table abundantly proves—a fact to which I shall again advert somewhat more in 
detail. 

General Scott left Washington for East Florida on the 22d of January. On the 2d of February he 
writes officially to Colonel Lindsay, and communicates his expectation of being in readiness to act deci- 
sively in Kast Florida by the 25th of that month. When I heard of his having been ordered to East 
Florida, I made a similar calculation, and confidently expected to meet him about or before that time upon 
the theatre of the war. I have shown to this court my readiness and willingness to yield my command 
to him, or to co-operate with him—leaving the election entirely to himself; my sole purpose being to 
afford protection to the frontier by acting immediately upon the enemy. If General Scott, in the full 
knowledge of his own resources, and with as ample authority as was ever furnished to any general in the 
field, was induced thus to anticipate the contemplated time of action in the enemy’s country, my own 
expectations in respect to him can be regarded only as an evidence of my confidence in him, which his 
subsequent movements most lamentably disappointed, with no fault of mine. Had he fulfilled my expec- 
tations, our two forces might have united in a most solemn duty upon the battle ground of the gallant and 
lamented Dade; for it was upon the 20th of February I performed the deeply affecting duty of giving 
honorable interment to the bodies of our military brethren sacrificed fifty-two days before by an over- 
whelming band of savages; and, having thus united our forces at that melancholy scene, we might at 
once have directed our march upon the enemy and crashed him at a blow. 

But to return to the actual movements of General Scott. He arrived at Picolata on the 21st of 
February, in advance of his troops and in advance of his transportation for his army. On the 26th of 
February he hears of my arrival at Fort King, and immediately writes to the War Department a denun- 
ciatory letter against me, formally reporting that my movement had thwarted his plan of campaign, and 
stating distinctly that his plan was to have marched upon the enemy on the 8th of March. 

I will pause here to call the attention of the court to this formal annunciation of his plan, and the 
defeat of it by my movement, in order to connect with it, in the view of the court, the several passages 
which I have caused to be spread upon the record, all taken from the original letters of General Scott, wherein 
that eeneral over and over again reports officially to the War Department that, of his means of transportation, 
“not a horse or a mule has arrived”—“ not a wagon, &c¢., has arrived”—‘ the steamboat Essayons, like every- 
thing else left behind, has not arrived”—“ the South Caroiina troops have not arrived ;” sometimes he 
writes “they have not been heard of.” Captain Wharton and his dragoons had not arrived. Certain 
troops that had arrived had refused to be mustered into service, and thus crippled him to such an extent 
that, finally, the strong necessity of the case compelled him to Jean upon the brave Louisianians and 
regulars under my command; for, on the 6th of March, we find him still at Picolata writing that, if the 
Louisiana troops or those of General Gaines shall not be at Fort Drane, it will be indispensable for him 
to suspend his movement until the arrival of Captain Wharton In his strong agony, General Scott, who 
had been directed to prosecute the war, and had authority to command into service men and means, was 
obliged formally to report that, unless the troops of General Gaine swere at Fort Drane, it would become 
indispensable for him to await the arrival of Captain Wharton. Ihave caused to be placed upon your 
record the official report showing that Captain Wharton did not reach Fort Drane until the 23d of March. 
Of course, by General Scott’s own showing, he could not have marched upon the enemy until that date ; 
and it is upon your record that he did actually move within three days after it. So that under no possi- 
ble statement of facts can it be made to appear that my movement delayed him over three days’ time. 

But, Mr. President, since I am upon this topic, I will proceed to show that he was not delayed, by my 
movement, even those three days. I refer you to General Scott’s own letters written from Fort Drane— 
they are upon your record—reporting officially his reasons for assigning the 25th of March for the move- 
ment of his divisions upon the Withlacoochee. 

Among those reasons, General Scott dwells upon the necessity of fixing a day that late, in order to be 
certain that General Eustis and Colonel Lindsay would be in posifion. It is here to be remarked that Gen- 
eral Scott’s plan contemplated a simultaneous movement from Fort Drane from the north, Volusia from the 
east, and Tampa Bay from the south, Hence, on a philosophical principle in determining the strength of 
a beam in architecture, that the weakest point in the beam is the measure of its strength—on the like 
principle, the slowest, most tardy, or most obstructed division of the three divisions of the army advancing 
upon the Withlacoochee must necessarily have determined the whole movement. That division was not 
the right wing, at Fort Drane, into which my force had been merged, and which, of course, was the only one 
that could in any manner be delayed by my movement ; but it was the left wing at Volusia, under General 
Eustis: for I refer you to your record again, where you will find an official letter from General Eustis to 
General Scott, reporting his fear that, with all his efforts, he might not be able to reach Pelaklikaha before 
the 27th or 28th of March. In fact, Mr. President, he did not arrive ia position, (1 use a favorite term of 
General Scott,) he did not arrive in position at Pelaklikaha until tae 31st of March, where he should have 
been by the 27th of that month, in order to make a simultaneous movement upon the stronghold of the 
enemy with the other divisions of General Scott’s army. Thus I have shown that, while my troops made 
an essential portion of the right wing of General Seott’s grand army, without which that wing would have 
been the weakest of his three divisions, and altogether below the original design of General Scott, (owing 
to the disgust or defection of a certain portion of the Georgia volunteers, who refused to be mustered into 
service,) yet that wing could not have been delayed more than three days ; but what still more strikingly 
illustrates the perverse and untiring efforts of General Scott to throw the responsibility of his delay upon 
my movement, I have shown that his left wing, that of General Eustis, at Volusia, (and the zeal and 
energy of General Eustis have often been eulogized by General Scott himself—sce his report from Tampa 








398 M{LITARY AFFAIRS. [No. 738. 





Bay,) the left wing, I repeat, was not able to get into position until the 31st of March ; whereas the right 
wing, embracing my command, was actually on the Withlacoochee, under General Scott’s orders, on the 
28th of that mouth. It is worthy of remark here that General Seott, although he arrived as late as the 
28th of March on the Withlacoochee, had appointed the 25th for leaving Fort Drane. But it seems it 
rained on the 25th, and the movement was deferred that day, possibly because the little steamboat 
Essayons was not there, with her comfortable cabin.  [t can hardly be urged that I caused it to rain’ on 
the day appointed for the march. The 25th being the day appointed for the movement, it may seem strange 
that the “right wing” did not reach the Withlacoochee until the evening of the 28th, a period of four days, 
the distance being less than thirty-five miles. Every previous movement between Fort Drane and the 
Withlacoochee had been accomplished in a day and a half; but, as soon as General Scott presented 
himself in person, it required four days (including the rainy 25th) to accomplish the same march ; and this 
fact presents a tangible, palpable, undeniable instance of delay, that can in no manner be attributed to 


me or to my movement. With what pretence, or with what shadow of reason, then, can it be asserted 


that my movements delayed those of General Seott ? 

1 refer the court to the testimony of General Clinch upon this point, and [ will return again to 
General Scott at Picolata; apologizing to the court for having left him there so long, hastening myself 
into the enemy's country in advance of him—TI can only plead the force of habit. 

Geveral Seott, as I have said, heard of my arrival at Fort King on the 26th of February, but made 
no movement from Picolata until the 9th day of March, although he had reported, from Augustine, Jiis 
expectation of moving by the 20th of February, and although he had also reported that his plan of moving 
on the Sth of Mareh had been thwarted by my march upon Fort King. Had he thus been ready, why 
did he not move? I had the men; he should have had the means. Had he been thus ready, it would have 
been a very simple matter to have left “in position” at Picolata a portion of his foree, to be substituted by 
the troops of my immediate command, at Fort King or at the Withlacoochee, and, taking up his means, 
have rushed to the theatre of the war, there to co-operate with me, or take command of the troops, which 
I was always, from my first arrival in Florida, ready and willing to turn over to him, on finding him 
authorized and willing to employ them for the protection of the frontier and in subduing the enemy. Had 
he been thus ready for action, his duty was plain; if not, what can justify the perseverance in wrong 
exhibited by the entire absence from your record of all explanation on his part? In all that voluminous 
pile of papers upon your table he nowhere has shown the magnanimity to correct the false impression to 

But, Mr. President, I will return 


which he vainly gave currency with the sanction of his official signature. 
to Picolata, It was 


I really find it as difficult to remain there as General Scott did to get away from there, 
on the Ist of March that General Scott, still at Picolata, received my despatch from the Withlacoochee of 
the 29th of February, in which I suggest a co-operation from Fort Drane, in order to occupy both sides of 
the river at the same time—the enemy having shown so great facility in crossing that river, and requesting, 
as I did, a supply of 6,000 rations. 

It is important for the court to bear in mind that my despatch of the 29th of February was received 
by General Scott on the 2d of March ; and also important to bear in mind that my despatch of the 28th of 
February, making precisely the same call for supplies as that of the 29th, was received by General Scott 
on the Ist of Mareh. IL now pass to the 9th of March, and I request the jadge advocate to read the 
official letter of General Scott of that date, written between Picolata and Garey’s Ferry. 

In the letter just now read General Scott declares he had not received any information of the 
operations on the Withlacoochee of a date later than the 29th of February, (referring to my despatch, ) 
He goes on to state that, on the morning of the 9th, he heard of a certain 
-which rumor he states was confirmed by letters received 
by him six hours later, and he refers to the letters. In order to ascertain the character of that rumor, I 
desire the judge advocate to read the two letters referred to by General Scott. They are from Major 
Ulant and distinguished volunteer aide-de-camp to General Clinch 


either official or otheririse. 
rumor by a steamboat—a reoo0r by a ste amboat I 


Lytle, paymaster of the army, a most g% 
in the memorable fight of the 31st of December, 1835. 

Mr. President, in neither of these letters is there any allusion to any rumor whatever, Major Lytle, 
with all possible business-like brevity, simply communicates to General Scott the fact that General Clinch, 
with the troops at Fort Drane, had gone down to the Withlaecoochee to escort supplies of provisions and 
ammunition to General Gaines. The court will not fail to remark that in both letters the same phrase- 
ology is used in allusion to General Clincl’s movement. He had. gone down to escort supplies. There is 
not one word about any matter foreign to that object, in confirmation of any rumor whatever; and in 
neither of these letters from Major Lytle, expressly referred to by General Scott, is there the remotest 
hint of necessity for a rescue on the Withlaeoochee. Yet General Scott officially reported to the War 
Department that he is moving to the rescue of General Gaines; and, to convey an idea of the imminent 
danger of General Gaines, he reports that of some 240 men ordered on from Picolata, “even that small 
force may arrive in time to render essential service.” 

I must stop here to remark that this letter from General Scott, together with others from the same 
source, was published, as I have recently uaderstood, in all the principal newspapers in the country, and 
was calculated, if not expressly designed, to misrepresent my efforts to put an end to the war, and to 
heap calumny and disgrace upon me and the force under my command, as far as the reckless author and 
publisher had weight of character to give effect to their official calumnies. 

This remarkable rescue-letter, Teo on to observe, was written upon the receipt of two letters from 
Major Lytle, in which that officer reports, in the simplest manner, without hurry, without urgency, a 
movement of General Clinch in escort of supplies to General Gaines. But this is not all of Major Lytle’s 
communications. He proceeds to inforin General Scott that General Clinch expected to return by the 9th 
day of the month. In so simple and unsophisticated a light was that movement regarded by Major 
Lytle, and by General Clinch himself, that without calling upon General Scott for aid of any sort, either 
of men or supplies, he communicates the expectation of General Clinch, that he would return to Fort 
Drane by the 9th of March—the very day of the writing by General Scott of the rescue-letter. At the 
very moment of writing that letter, so studiously worded to convey the idea of my being in danger, and 
of his (General Scott’s) hastening, in defiance of all his plans of campaign, to my rescue, had he honestly 
read the letters of Major Lytle, he would have seen that General Clinch was probably back again at 
Fort Drane with his escort, as he had expected to be on the 9th, and as, in point of fact, he was on the 
11th of March. But this is not all—worse, much worse, remains to be told; for, on referring again to 
the letters of Major Lytle, it will be seen that in a postscript, in a mere memorandum, so little importance 


did he attach to it, he refers to a third express having been received from General Gaines, but describes 
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it as a mere copy of the previous despatch of the 28th of February. The court will now see why I 
desired its attention to the fact that the despatch in question had been received by General Scott on the 
Ist of March The very identical information upon which the rescue-letter was written, so far as it 
called upon General Scott for aid, had been received as early as the Ist of March. But how was it acted 
upon at that time?) This court and my country shall see. I request the judge advocate to read the 
letters from General Scott to General Clinch of the Ist and 4th of March, 1836. 

In these letters the court will not perceive anything like hastening to the rescue. Very far from it. 
The truth is, General Scott, at this stage of the business, imagined he had it in his power, not indeed to 
starve me and my command in my position on the Withlacoochee, but to starve me out of it—calling me 
an interloper, and using, in Connexion with my name, an expression of his indignation. //is indignation !! 

“When Haman saw Mordecai in the king’s gate, that he stood not up, nor moved for him, he was 
full of indignation against Mordecai.” 

My accuser, Major General Winfield Scott, commanded General Clinch lo afford me no supplies, and 
prohibited his making any detachment to me. There are the evidences upon your table, in the handwriting 
of General Scott. Let him escape from the consequences if he can. For the honor of my country I 
could wish it were possible; but, with every allowance that can be made, there must inevitably be in 
reserve a blank leaf in the annals of war to be foully blotted with the story of that transaction. 

I] proceed. After attempting to starve me out of my position, and force me back upon Fort Drane— 
a movement that must have been fatal to the security of the then recently bleeding frontier of Florida—my 
accuser quietly waited, in security himself, at Picolata, from the Ist till the 9th of March, beyond all 
doubt hoping daily to hear of my disgrace, and not of the defeat of the Indians. On the 9th of the 
month, instead of hearing the long and anxiously looked for intelligence of my retreat, he received two 
letters from Major Lytle, reporting identically the information that had been reeeived by him (General 
Scott) as early as the Ist of the month, without inducing the smallest effort at a rescue, with the addition 
that Clinch, in defiance of his orders, and, beyond all doubt, in contempt of them, had gone down, not 
with a force to the rescue, but in command of an escort with supplies; and if need be, to fight his way to 
the position which he knew, and General Scott knew, from my despatch of the 29th of February, I had 
deemed it proper to maintain, where I could hold the enemy in check, and where I ultimately subdued 
them and forced them to sue for peace. What could General seott see in the movement of the noble- 
hearted Clinch, taken in contrast to his own heartless inactivity, but disgrace for himself? And how 
clearly does it prove the truth of my remarks to the officers of my command upon the Withlacoochee, 
which you have in evidence, that in failing to move, upon the receipt of my despatch, he could not but 
commit suicide upon his reputation ! 

I] have not introduced these letters and remarks for the purpose of throwing blame upon General 
Scott. That a deep and abiding odium must, indeed, attach to him, upon this showing of the case, is 
a necessary consequence, but not the object of this exposition. 

General Scott, by the letters here exhibited, had, and intended to have had, a powerful effect, not only 
upon my movement, but upon my reputation; and down to this day his reports and his showing have had 
almost exclusive possession of the public attention, excepting, indeed, upon the southern and southwestern 
frontier, where my conduct has been witnessed and approved. 

But there is still another letter which must pass under my examination; and well would it have been 
for General Seott had he never written it. 

I remained on the Withlacoochee until the 10th of March, and moved to Fort Drane on the 11th, where 
T remained until near 10 o’clock on the 14th. General Scott arrived at that place on the 13th with a 
mounted escort, having been four days in travelling 65 miles, moving, be it remembered, “ to the rescue of 
General Gaines.” 

I will here take occasion to contrast with his rescwe-march of about 15 miles a day the movement of 
an efficient officer in a recent case. During the past summer Brevet Lieutenant Colonel Pierce, then a 
major, being at Garey’s Ferry, on Black creek, a point at a distance from Fort Drane the same as that of 
Picolata, (about 65 miles, as shown by one of the letters of Major Lytle,) received by express, at 10 o’clock 
at night, intelligence of a movement of troops upon Fort Drane, and calling on him for supplies. This call 
was promptly met by Colonel Pierce. He mounted his horse, packed his supplies, paraded his small body 
of troops as an escort, and, at 2 o’clock in the morning, but four hours after the receipt of the express, he 
was on his way to Fert Drane, and, pushing on with all his ability, arrived there the following evening, 
having in two days accomplished the march, 65 miles, escorting at the time a baggage train with supplies 
for the troops commanded by Governor Call. Will it be said that General Scott was without the means of 
transportation? Although much of that which he had ordered from Savannah had not arrived, yet the 
baggage train of General Clinch from Fort Drane had reached Picolata on the 2d of March, the very day 
on which my despatch of the 29th February was received by General Scott at Picolata. The baggage 
train was, however, there detained until the 6th of the month, when it was allowed to move slowly to Fort 
Drane, where it arrived on the 10th or 11th of March. Besides, some of his own wagons had arrived from 
Savannah, and there was a mounted corps of about 360 men then at Garey’s Ferry, every horse of which, 
in case of need, was available as a pack or draught animal. There must also have been in Picolata and 
the neighborhood some horses, mules, wagons and carts within reach, and the town of St. Augustine was 
but eighteen miles distant. 

The river St. John’s, which is supposed to be near 3,000 yards wide at Picolata, may have been a little 
boisterous, but there was a steamboat at Picolata, and it is apparent, from the testimony of Captain Drane, 
that this small steamboat, (the Essayons,) aided by a common ferry-boat, would cross with supplies in 
any state of the winds or weather. But it seems, from General Scott’s statements in his letters before 
referred to, that he was satisfied with the plea that the river was rough and diflicult to cross from the 2d to 
the 6th of March; and hence it was that instead of my supplies being promptly forwarded by the baggage 
train of General Clinch, its movement was suspended for four days’ time, to enable General Scott to 
accomplish his starving-scheme of the Ist and 4th of March, and then to get up his rescue-scheme. 

I come now to a new exhibition of the evil genius of General Scott, which I will take leave to desig- 
nate his sortie-scheme. For this purpose I request the judge advocate to read the official letter of General 
Scott to the adjutant general, dated at Fort Drane the 14th March, 1836. 

The court must perceive in this letter the obvious spirit of the rescue-letter, exaggerated to an amazing 
enormity. In this letter General Scott, believing that he had access to the public through the habit of 
publishing official correspondence at Washington, availing himself of this advantage, misrepresenting the 
facts connected with my movement, and defaming, or attempting to defame, my public and military 
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character—he deliberately states, and certifies that he has it upon good authority, that I had opened a 
communication with the Indians on the Withlacoochee; that the Indians were stipulating that the Withla- 
coochee should either be the temporary or permanent boundary between the red and white men; and he 
falsely records that, but for the timely arrival of General Clinch, he has no doubt General Gaines would 
have concluded a treaty upon one basis or the other, stating, moreover, that the Indians had taken a posi- 
tion in my rear to intercept ny retreat upon Fort Drane, 

General Seott wrote this sortie-letter at Fort Drane the 14th of March, where he had arrived on the 13th. 
From the time of his arrival until near 10 o'clock on the morning of the 14th, (the date of his letter,) all 
the officers who were at the council with the Indians upon the Withlacoochee were present at Fort Drane, 
and entirely accessible to General Scott. He did not send for nor consult any one of those officers, but made 
the statement contained in his letter upon some carefully-concealed anonymous authority, which, however, 
he indorses. Of those officers who were at the council, vou have, upon your record, the testimony of 
Captain Hitchcock, my acting inspector general, who had my immediate instructions in conducting the 
council on my part. You have als) two letters from two of the other officers, in all material respects 
coincident with the testimony of Captain Hitcheock. The fourth officer, you have it in evidence, was not 
applied to for a statement, because his place of residence was not known; but Captain Thistle has sworn 
to the belief of that officer in the sincerity of the Indians. 

The court will pardon my dwelling a moment upon the extraordinary fact that General Scott, at Fort 
Drane, should have carefully avoided every known and acknowledged source of correct information upon 
the subject, and officially have given the sanction of his name to a statement utterly at variance with 
truth, and that statement not merely calculated or intended to degrade me individually, but to fix a stain 
upon the American arms. That General Scott could, by any force of prejudice, passion, envy, or disap- 
pointment, be induced to place on record in the archives of the War Department a statement calculated or 
designed to disgrace his profession and country in my person, without making the least exertion to obtain 
the truth from those only who were acquainted with it—I mean the officers at the council—is a most 
astonishing instance of folly and malice. 

General Scott states that I opened the negotiation with the Indians. You have it on record, gentle- 
men of the court, that the Indians, and not myself, opened the council. It was the Indians who sought 
the interview with me at Camp Izard, and the very first declaration they made was, that they did not wish 
to fight any more—that they had had fighting enough, and wanted to make peace. General Scott states 
that the Indians stipulated the possession of the country, on their part, with the Withlacoochee as a 
boundary. The evidence on your record is in positive contradiction to that statement. Not only did 
they not make such a stipulation, but you have it in evidence that they were told over and over again 
that they would be compelled to submit to the whites. Well knowing, as General Scott must have known, 
that the Indians in the rear of my camp were under the protection of a white flag, he makes no hesitation 
in asserting that those Indians had assumed a position there for the purpose of intercepting my retreat. 

I will now pass from Fort Drane to this place, to show the perseverance by which General Scott, not 
satisfied with writing the letter of the 14th of March, comes before this court and voluntarily condescends 
to act over again that deliberate scheme of detraction. 

General Scott has called before this court, as a witness, a volunteer officer of my command on the 
Withlacoochee, who was not at the council, and could not, by any possibility, have been informed of the 
This ignorant man, whose detail 


history of it in any other manner than by unauthenticated camp stories. 
of unimportant particulars, carrying on their very face the evidence of their hearsay character, now 
encumbers your document, was permitted, I must think by some inadvertence of the court, to place on the 
record his hearsay impressions of what passed at the council; and upon this slender foundation—this shade 
of a shadow of evidence, General Scott has been willing to build the fabrie of an argument, when he had 
himself called before this court Captain Hitchcock, my acting inspector general, who conducted the 
council, and whose knowledge of what occurred must have been at least equal to that of the volunteer 
officer, but who was not questioned by General Scott on that very important matter. It did not suit his 
purpose to place on the record the truth. Captain Hitecheock was here before the court, and a sworn 
Witness; a letter attributed to him, giving an account of what occurred at the council, was laid before the 
court, and Captain Hitchcock, on being questioned on the points, answered that he wrote the letter, and 
that he was the staff officer alluded to in it, who conducted the council. With all this before General 
Seott, and knowing, as he did, that not a single fact stated in the letter (such is the rule of evidence ) 
could legally be used as testimony unless sworn to, he failed to put a single question to the witness on 
the subject of the council. 

If, in speaking of the letters of the 9th and 14th of March, I use language of a strong, indignant 
tone, I have no other apology to offer than the deep provocation arising out of the character of the letters 
themselves. The sfarving-letlers of the Ist and 4th of March, addressed to General Clinch, though dis- 
graceful in the highest degree, have not the peculiar atrocity which attaches to the rescue-letter of the 
9th of March, and its postseriplum of the 14th of March. The starving-letters could only operate a tempo- 
rary inconvenience, and, in fact, as they fell into the hands of a man like General Clinch, who despised 
them, they were powerless in their object, and the disgrace of their depravity must, of necessity, be visited 
upon their author. But the other letters, designed to work a disgrace upon the American arms, in my 
person, Inust, by the ordinary course of things, if not checked and marked as I shall mark them, work 
evil in one of two ways: either they would be published by the War Department, as the official despatches 
from a commander in the field usually are, and thus abuse and poison the public mind, certified to as they 
are by the official signature of the commander, and receiving additional strength from the channel through 
which they are given to the public; or they must be deposited in the archives of the Department of War, 
there to be covered up and concealed in their loathsome enormity, for a time, until death shall remove the 
innocent victim of their falsehood, when some curious searcher after materials for a history brings them 
to light, spreads them far and wide, and transmits them to posterity beyond the reach of contradiction or 
question, 

In truth, one of the letters, that of the 9th of March, was published, as I understand, by the War 
Department, and down to this day has been instrumental in spreading the poison of its falsehood. The 
other, possibly from its very enormity, was not published, and was ina fair way to take the other channel 
to posterity, and but for the investigations of this court, might have reached, uncontradicted, its destina- 
tion. 

Having shown, as I donbt not, to the satisfaction of the court, that it was my right and my duty, 
under the deeply-afflictive circumstances of the case, (as the commander of the western department, ) to 
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collect together at New Orleans the force at my disposal, and make to General Clinch the solemn and 
irrevocable pledge contained in my letter of the 2d of February, 1836, to co-operate with him in subduing 
the enemy, and for that purpose to march to Fort Brooke, and thence to Fort King; and in pursuance of 
my plan of operations announced to that meritorious officer in my letter of the 22d of February, “ to 
search for the enemy until I should find them, and then peat them or be myself beaten,” and to continue 
my operations against them whithersoever they might go until I should subdue them, or until I should find 
General Scott at the theatre of the war, the only proper place for him to relieve me, or if he preferred it, 
to co-operate with me; and that it was my right and my duty to avail myself of whatever supplies and 
force I could find within the limits of my department; it remains for me to show that, when so reinforced 
and replenished, it was my right and my duty to continue my movement to the Withlacoochee; and on 
meeting at that place the enemy’s principal force, to fight them precisely as I did, according to my own 
plan and my own judgment, inthe best possible way to subdue them effectually, and at the least possible 
risk of dispersing them, until the arrival of supplies and mounted force from Fort Drane, and to subdue 
them without the useless sacrifice of my troops, who were always more than willing to encounter every 
privation of food and rest and every danger. 

Mr. President, I affirm that there was no law, order, or regulation, tending to restrict me in the full 
and perfect right of meeting the enemy in the manner I met them at the Withlacoochee. The evidence of 
Colonel Twiggs, the efficient commander of the “light brigade;” General (acting colonel) Smith, who 
would do honor to the command of any corps in the regular service; Captain Hitchcock, my excellent act- 
ing’ inspector general, and Captain McCall, my long-tried and faithful aide-de-camp, officers who have proven 
themselves to possess a high grade of moral courage, and talents, and efficiency, (whose statements are 
in every material point in accordance with the recollections of every other intelligent officer with me on 
the campaign, whose impressions were known to me,) concur in the facts that in every conflict 1 had with 
the Indians I effected the object in view. 

In the first affair (on the 27th of February) I had ordered my rear guard and baggage-train to halt 
at the nearest open plain adjacent to the river hammock, and within 400 or 500 yards of the river, at 
General Clinch’s crossing place. My object was to examine the place, and then encamp for the night 
upon the open plain where I had left my rear guard and baggage. The river was examined and found 
unfordable, when the action conmenced., The action continued across the river, where it was but 25 to 
30 yards wide, for some 30 to 40 minutes, and until the euemy’s slackened fire proved that they had prin- 
cipally retired from the conflict. This fight was without a breastwork. The next day’s conflict took place 
about 24 miles lower down the river, at a more convenient point for crossing. This fight also took place 
without a breastwork. Here I deemed it proper to prepare canoes and other means for crossing. These 
preparations could not be completed until the 29th of February, when I found undoubted evidence of the 
fact, which I had reason, cn the 28th, to suspect, that I had before me the principal force of the enemy, 
consisting, as I then believed, and as I do still believe, of near fifteen hundred Indian and black warriors. 
It has been vaguely surmised by my accuser, who, at the time of the several conflicts, was then at Picolata, 
that the principal force of the enemy was not before me at or near Camp Izard. The principal and most 
intelligent oflicers of my command concurred with me in opinion, (see the testimony of Colonel Twiggs, 
General Smith, Captain Hitchcock, and Captain McCall;) and upon this point permit me to ask, if the 
principal force of the enemy was not before me on the 29th of February, where is a shadow of proof to be 
found that any considerable portion of the enemy was on that day, or for weeks after that time, at any 
other place than the cove or Withlacoochee swamps, near Camp Izard ? 

I then deemed it proper, as stated in my communication to General Clinch, to await the arrival of 
that officer or General Scott, with mounted force and supplies, as I felt convinced that these officers would 
gladly hasten to the theatre of action, having a few days previously seen a letter in the hauds of General 
Clinch, written by General Scott, expressing a wish to know where the principal force of the enemy could 
be found. IT could not doubt that, as he had arrived safely at Picolata, the termination of steam naviga- 
tion, and but two days’ ride distant, he would come premptly to the place, where I was convinced that, 
with the aid of a small corps of mounted men, either of us could have put an end to the war before the 
20th of March. My “ Order No. 7,” of the 9th of March, gives a concise outline of the result of my opera- 
tions. Compare that “ Order” with the testimony to which I have referred, and you cannot fail to find the 
facts which I have in that order stated fully and completely established; that, with the chivalric Louis- 
ianians under General Smith, the brave infantry and artillery under Colonel Foster and Major Belton, 
the whole forming the “light brigade” under Colonel, acting brigadier, ‘Twiggs, | did “ subdue the enemy, 
and did force them to sue for peace.” 

But this honorable court is told, as the War Department and the people of this nation have been told 
through a thousand channels, (as corrupt as the spirit of party could render them,) that the enemy could 
not be sincere in their admission that they were tired of fighting, and that they wished to make peace; 
and for why? Because, forsooth, the alleged beating and suing for peace was accomplished without my 
having made a sortie !—and that Major General Winfield Scott said so !! 

The word sortie appears to have had in it for General Scott a singular charm. Ile had seen my letter 
of the 29th of February, stating that Z had abstained and should abstain from a sortie until I heard from him 
or General Clinch. He appears thus to have taken up the idea of a sortie; and instead of reasoning as | 
did, and as every man of sound principles and military mind would, he endeavors to torture it into an 
accusation against me. Who authorized General Scott to animadvert upon my measures in the command 
of my department? Mr. President, do you, does the court know of any law or authority by which that 
officer could properly interfere with me, or himself sit in judgment upon my conduct? No such authority 
ever existed. He was never authorized to command me. He was authorized to extend his operations into 
my department; and it is in proof before this court that I was ready and willing to place under his com- 
mand the forces near me, whenever he appeared in person, ready and willing to command those forces; 
but I knew too well what was due to them, the frontier, the service, and my own reputation, to abandon 
them before the enemy, merely upon the receipt of a report that he was ordered on to take charge of the 
war, when I had also learned that he had halted for some ten or twelve days sixty miles from my depart- 
ment. This court is in possession of the first and only authority ever given to any officer or tribunal to 
call in question or animadvert upon my conduct in relation to the Seminole war. This court possesses 
the precise power comprehended in the orders given by the President, to inquire into the causes of the 
failure of the campaigns against the Seminole Indians. 

Mr. President: Your powers in reference to my movements in Kast Florida hath this extent—no more. 
If you find that, by any omission or by any act of mine, a failure ensued in any one of the campaigns 
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against the Seminole Indians in the year 1836, it is your duty to mark and to animadvert on such act or 


omission. But even this court has no right to animadvert on or object to any such omission as that which 


General Scott has thus condemned, namely, the omission to make a sortie, unless, indeed, this court can 
upon its oath say, in the spirit of the order, that such omission to make a sortie tended in some way to 


occasion a failure. But when it is obvious from the testimony upon your table a sortie would have been 
attended with no possible benefit to the service, and that it might, on the contrary, have contributed to 


disperse the enemy, whilst the denounced act of omission was followed by irrefragable evidence that the 
enemy were subdued and sued for peace, I cannot but anticipate the expression of an opinion by this court 


approving my conduct, and awarding to my accuser the marked rebuke which his numerous vindictive 
accusations in his several letters and orders upon the subject so loudly eall for. It is obvious, from the 
labored and long-continued efforts of General Scott to distort the facts connected with my measures on 


the Withlacoochee, that he must have felt convinced that nothing short of my conviction of some great 


error or misconduct could save him from inevitable disgrace. Hence it was that, after making use of the 
most glaring and clumsy pretexts to get up the starving-scheme of the Ist and 4th of March, and then his 
rescue-scheme of the 9th of March—after exhausting his powers in vain to prevent General Clinch from 
furnishing me with supplies, the sortie-scheme was deviscd and put forth with a zeal and a perseverance 
which, if properly applied to preparatory measures and movements against the enemy during the month 
of February and first five days of March, would probably have contributed to enable that officer to relieve 
me, and appropriate to himself the honors of subduing the enemy, and forcing them, as I did, to sue for 
peace. 
Had General Seott arrived at Camp Izard at 9 o’clock on the night of the 5th of March, attended 
only by his staff or a corporal’s guard, and an hour after his arrival the black herald of the enemy had 
announced to him, as in point of fact he did to me, that the Indians did not want to fight any more, and 
desired to come in on the next morning and shake hands and make peace; and had their chiefs the next 
morning approached the camp with a white flag and stated to General Scott, as they did to me, that they 
were tired of fighting, and having had many of their warriors killed and others disabled by wounds, and 
therefore wished to make peace and fight no more—can this honorable court doubt but that General 
Scott’s modesty would have yielded to such an appeal? Can it be doubted that General Scott would, in 
so trying an emergency, have argued himself into the conclusion that Ais arrival in camp had electrified 
the savage foe and induced them to sue to him for peace? Extravagant as such a conclusion would 
certainly have been under all the circumstances of the case, it would have been viewed by me as a very 
trivial fault compared with the atrocious fraud and perfidy practiced by that officer upon his government 
and country, the army and myself, and, though last not least in point of atrocity, upon the deceived and 
miserable Indians: first, by a false and malicious statement in his letter to the adjutant general of the 
14th of March, [see page 405;] and, secondly, disregarding my arrangements with the Indians, and 
vainly attempting to gct up an exterminating war against them. 





THE STARVING-LETTER OF MARCH ], 1836. 
General Scott to General Clinch, (Doc. No. 60,) dated 


“Picotata, March 1, 1836. 

“By the arrival, at daylight this morning, of the express from Fort Drane, | have your note of 
yesterday’s date, accompanied by a letter to you from Major General Gaines, dated the day before. 

“T regret, in every point of view, the premature and unauthorized movement from Tampa Bay, made 
by that general, and the very awkward and responsible position he has placed himself in by his subse- 
quent march from Fort King I presume that, as instructed, you sent him my Order No. 4, dated the 
26th ultimo. By that he saw that if the troops he brought with him from Tampa Bay could not be 
subsisted at Fort King by means of supplies derived from this place through the Ocklawaha, it was 
expressly commanded that the column should march to Volusia without delay, where subsistence in 
abundance would be immediately provided. But he had, before that order reached him, taken from Fort 
Drane a large part of the subsistence relied upon for a more systematic course of operations, and 
decamped. The order, however, | take it for granted, was sent after him, and in time to reach him within 
twenty miles of Fort King. In any event, the responsibility of his movements and actual position is his 
own, for he must have known, as early as the 10th ultimo, if not before, that I had been charged with 
the general direction of the war in Florida, and that, by interfering, he constituted himself an interloper. 

“Even if you had sufficient stores on hand and means of transportation, I should, under the circum- 
stances, command you to send no subsistence to him, unless to prevent starvation; but you have neither. 
Let him, therefore, in time, extricate himself from the embarrassment he has placed himself in by marching 
upon Volusia,* where I have no reason to doubt that 20,000 rations, sent hence on the 27th ultimo, have 
safely arrived. As he appears to have a retreat open to him, or is in no peril to prevent his taking that 
step, you, of course, will make no detachment or movement to join him.t 

“The train you have ordered hither is expected to-night; as yet, we have here but few wagons to 
add to your numbers. The whole train shall be immediately loaded with subsistence and sent back to 
Fort Drane. I have only time to say that should the troops under Major General Gaines be compelled to 
march back to Fort King or to Fort Drane, instead of proceeding to Volusia, as heretofore commanded, 
and as I still wish that they should do, on account of the extreme difficulty of sending subsistence to 
your neighborhood, you will only issue rations to them for their current subsistence, and not for further 
false expeditions. 

“As the first consequence of the arrival of the troops from Tampa Bay to Fort King, and the demand 
made upon Fort Drane for subsistence, | was obliged to order back a battalion of Georgia volunteers 
that had then been nearly two days in ronte to join you. 

“The company of mounted men from the same State, now on the opposite side of the river, refuse to 


= This move would give the Indians the uninterrupted control of the frontier of Middle Florida. 
E. P. G. 


t Supplies could not be sent to me without the detachment or movement bere forbidden. 


E. PG. 
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be mustered into service, and refuse* to come under the rules and articles of war. The other companies 
of the same battalion may follow their example; if they do, I shall lose no time in ordering the whole 
back to their homes.f 

“Major Gates, with his three companies, has not arrived, and I have no intelligence respecting the 
United States dragoons of a recent date. Finally, the horses for some days expected for Savannah have 
not arrived. These embarrassments may detain me here I know not how long. 

“The left wing is moving upon Volusia with system and success. The South Carolina foot constitutes 
the advance, and I suppose the mounted regiment from the same State is now crossing the St. John’s at 
Jacksonville. 

“Send another copy of my Order No. 4 to Major General Gaines, and a copy of Order No. 1, which is 
enclosed for the purpose. The former is reiterated so far as respects the march to Volusia, if this be 
practicable; and enclose him a certified copy of this letter for his government and your justification. 

“JT remain, in haste, your obedient servant, 


“WINFIELD SCOTT. 


“Pp. S.—TI am instructed by Major General Scott to say that the quartermaster’s return did not accom- 
pany your letter of the 27th ultimo. No return has been received of your ordnance or ordnance stores, 
particularly the fixed ammunition for muskets. Please to send one. 

“ Respectfully, 
“A. VAN BUREN, Aide-de-camp.” 





THE STARVING-LETTER OF MARCH 4, 1536. 
General Scott to General Clinch, (Doc. No. 69,) dated 


“ Prcotata, Dlarch 4, 1836. 


“T still presume that Major General Gaines will be obliged to fall back to Fort Drane, which increases 
my anxiety to send the wagons (with some additions) loaded. I would prefer much that the force brought 
with him was back at Tampa Bay, or rather that it had not marched from that place; provided that the 
movement fails to crush the enemy or to terminate the war. Zhe worst result, next to the loss of that fine 
body of men, or a third of it, would be mere success in driving the enemy into the lower country, where I sup- 
pose it would be almost impossible for us to follow—I mean below the waters of Charlotte harbor. Hence my 
indignation that an isolated attack should have been made from your vicinity well calculated to produce 
that result, and at a time when you knew, and Major General Gaines must have known, through you, (and 
before,) that my plan, with ample means, was to move simultaneously upon the Withlacoochee in three 
columns from Tampa Bay, the upper crossing on the Ocklawaha and Fort Drane, so as to make it impos- 
sible for the enemy to escape to the lower country. 

“T have not yet supposed that Major General Gaines has not his retreat upon Fort Drane or King 
perfectly in his power. On account of subsistence, if he can cut his way through the enemy to Tampa 
Bay, I should much prefer that his force should be there; and when I wished him to march or send that 
force to Volusia, it was because it could be infinitely more easily subsisted there than at Fort Drane. 
Should he, however, be in any difficulty in operating a retreat from the Withlacvochee, I certainly wish 
you to afford any succors that the slender means within your reach may allow; and this, doubtless, you 
would render without any special permission to that effect. If the force return to Fort Drane or King, it 
must be sustained for at least five or six days from the means derived from this place; and hence I now 
prefer that it should become a part of the right wing rather than take that quantity of subsistence from 
you, and march back to Tampa Bay.” - 


General Scott to the Adjutant General, (Doc. No. 68,) dated 


“Picotata, March 6, 1836. 

“T at length know that the South Carolina mounted regiment reached Jacksonville yesterday. It is 
destined to make part of the left wing. 

“ Besides, Brigadier General Eustis has necessarily been compelled to wait for the South Carolina 
mounted regiment, which cannot reach St. Augustine before the day after to-morrow, and Volusia before 
the 12th. 

“Tf the column under Major General Gaines had fallen back upon Fort Drane or King, the right 
wing would have wanted nothing but subsistence, and the forces now in this vicinity, and known to be 
coming up, to act with vigor and effect. 

“To add to my numerous vexations, the wagons reported to have been shipped at Baltimore in the 
Arctic have been left behind. 

“T send no more troops for the present to Fort Drane, on account of the difficulty of subsisting them 
there. Jf Major General Gaines s‘all not fail back on that point, it will be indispensable to wait for Captain 
Wharton.” 


N Aide-de-camp Van Buren to the Adjutant General, (Doc. No. 97,) dated 
“Fort Drane, March 25, 1836. 
“Captain Wharton, with his detachment of dragoons, reached this the day before yesterday.” 
© And yet, whilst the troops near him are refusing to serve, he is giving orders for the troops in the field to be starved ! 


E. P. G. 


+ This is protecting the frontier with a vengeance ! 
x E. P. G. 
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GENERAL SCOTT’S RESCUE-LETTER, MARCH 9, 1836 
General Scott to the Adjutant General, (Doc, No. 71,) dated 


“Between Picotata AnD Garey’s Ferry, March 9, 1836. 


I have just set out for Fort Drane, via Garey’s Ferry, on Black creek, with two companies of regulars, 
and intending to take with me from the latter place the small battalion of mounted Georgians (heretofore 
mentioned) under the command of Major Douglass. Lieutenant Colonel Bankhead is at the head of the 
first detachment, and the two together may make a total of about 240; but even this small foree may be 
important to rescue Major General Gaines. 

“T had not received the slightest information of the operations on the Withlacoochee (official or 
otherwise) of a later date than the 29th ultimo, up to this morning, and had concluded that he had effected 
his march, with more or less success against the enemy, upon Tampa Bay, when, at daylight, the steamer 
that I am now in arrived and brought the rumor, which is confirmed by the two accompanying notes from 
Paymaster Lytle, received about six hours afterwards. On the reception of the rumor, 1 immediately 
commenced preparations for this movement; but being delayed by the necessity of unlading and relading 
the boat, I am now at anchor at the mouth of Black creek. I hope to put the troops in march from Garey’s 
Ferry early in the day to-morrow, and to reach Fort Drane with a small escort the day following. It is 
possible that even these little detachments of horse and foot may reach the Withlacoochee in time to 
render a valuable service. 

“Tam aware that the movement Iam making may be condemned, if regarded in any other light 
than a rescue, as premature. Colonel Goodwyn’s mounted regiment only arrived at St. Augustine last 
night and ‘this morning, and consequently the left wing cannot be in force on or up the Ocklawaha, in the 
direction of Pelaklikaha, earlier than the 17th, or with the enemy before the 20th instant. Colonel Lind- 
say, who may have already arrived at Zampa Bay, cannot operate more than two days’ march from that 
place, from the want of the means of transportation,* Major General Gaines having taken away the horses 
which were there, and the basis of the right wing is merged in the force brought by that general into the field, 
and must participate in his success or failure. If it falls back with him upon Fort Drane it must suffer great 
loss, and of it follow him to Tampa Pay it will be wholiy out of position. 

“Tn this, and even a greater state of uncertainty [have been held since the 26th ultimo. The day 
after I ordered back Major Cooper's battalion of Georgia foot, to prevent starvation at Fort Drane; and 
though daily, from that time, in the expectation of receiving from Savannah horses and serviceable 
wagons, not one has arrived. The quantity of subsistence that will be at Fort Drane (say) to-morrow, 
will only be that sent from Picolata on the 6th instant, viz: 17,497 rations of bread and flour, 11,000 
rations of pork, (with beef and cattle in the neighborhood, ) 80,000 rations of beans, some coflee, vinegar, 
&e. And the troops now about to proceed, perhaps as far as the Withlacoochee, will not have the means 
of taking with them rations for more than six days. 

“T beg leave to recapitulate the causes of my great deficiency in the means of transportation: 

“1. The wagons and horses, which 1 kuew Brigadier General Clinch to possess early in February, 
have been more broken down by hard service and bad roads than I had expected to find them. 

“2. Thad, upon what was considered in Georgia, and even in Picolata, the best information, confi- 
dently relied upon the use of the Ocklawaha as late as the 2d instant. 

“3. No bacon has arrived, and the difference between it and pork, including wood and brine, is fifty 
per centum against the latter. 

“4, The wagons purchased at Charleston and Augusta, by Assistant Quartermasters L’Engle and 
Peyton, are generally poor, and many of them unserviceable. 

“5. The six or ten wagons actually reported to have been shipped at Baltimore in, I think, the Arctic, 
with Major Gates, were all left behind. 

“6. Of the 19,0007 rations known to be at Fort Drane about the 25th ultimo, nearly the whole have 
been drawn by a force not expected by the government or myself to appear in that quarter. 

“And 7. Not a horse for the baggage train left by me at Savannah, or which I have since ordered to 
be purchased by Assistant Quartermaster Dimmock, has arrived in Florida. 

“On the 21st ultimo, when I was but twenty hours from Savannah, I sent back by a steamer that 
was met an order to Lieutenant Dimmock to ship about 40 horses for the baggage train to Picolata. This 
order was strongly reiterated by a return steamer five days afterwards; and again, on the 2d instant, by 
another boat, he was instructed to send immediately, and by the speediest conveyance, 70 horses for the 
train, and 6 four-horse wagons. I had this morning a report from him, saying, after he had received my 
first and second orders, that he had sent all the horses wanted for draughts and packs by land, except a 
few which were to come as packs with Captain Wharton, Now, as the latter was about twenty-four days 
in New York, after receiving orders for Florida, and expected to remain ten in Savannah, he cannot be 
looked for in this neighborhood before the 18th or 20th instant. The other parts of the lot were, it seems, 
given as packs to the tenth company of South Carolina mounted men, and sent forward in a drove. They 
must, it is feared, arrive in a state unfit for the baggage train (say) about the 6th instant. Such has 
been the failure of human agents. The weather has been equally adverse. 

“Tf the force on the Withlacoochee should fall back on Fort Drane, it will be seen from the foregoing 
that a part, at least, must probably march upon Volusia or Garey’s Ferry, to be within reach of subsist- 
ence. Instructions have been left behind me to send forward rations, should the means of transportation 
arrive in time, and the troops already in the neighborhood of Picolata—Major Cooper’s and the remaining 
company of Major Gates’s battalion. I have also desired Brigadier General Eustis, in the same event, to 
order to Fort Drane two companies of mounted men of Colonel Goodwyn’s regiment, and a fourth order 
will go back in this boat to Lieutenant Dimmock on the subject of horses and wagons. . 


* See the testimony of Lieutenant Morris, by which it will be found that Colonel Lindsay found near ¢en times as much trans 
portation at Tampa Bay as that which General Gaines found there. 
E. P. G. 


+ This statement is untrue. Pork and flour is a safer and more portable subsistence for a march in the wilderness than bacon 
and hard bread. 
E. P. G. 


t I took less than 12,000 complete rations. 


E. P. G. 
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“Some rifles and the tents arrived this morning at Picolata; but Colonel Goodwyn had marched 
through six or eight storms without cover, and now all companies in march are to be reduced to three 
tents each.” 

“ P. S.—Please to remark that, in his letter to Brigadier General Clinch, dated at New Orleans, the 
2d ultimo, Major General Gaines speaks of ‘ an efficient co-operation;’ promises to be ‘in readiness at Tampa 
Bay by the 8th* of the present month, to form a junction at or near that place with the foree under your 
command, whenever, and as soon as, in your judgment, your force shall be sufficient to justify the movement,’ 
and concludes by saying, ‘a sufficient quantity of ammunition and provisions have been transported to 
Fort Brooke to divide with you until further supplies are received; yet he did not wait until the brigadier 
gave notice that he was ‘in force; came to Fort King, and swept nearly the whole of the subsistencet 
collected at Fort Drane. A copy of that letter is in your office, and I now enclose one from Governor 
Katon, from which it will appear that Major General Gaines knew, at Tampa Bay, about the 14th ultimo, 
that I had been charged with the direction of this war. He first heard this at Pensacola, and received 
Governor Eaton’s despatch at Tampa, as I can establish. Hence his haste, and neglect of the assurance 
given to Brigadier General Clinch;{ his isolated attack,” &c. 





PAYMASTER LYTLE’S LETTERS OF THE 5rtnH AND 81H MARCH, 1836. 
Paymaster Lytle to General Scott, (Doc. No. 72,) dated 


“Fort Drane, Jlarch 5, 1836. 


“T have been directed by General Clinch to inform you that your communications of yesterday’s 
date reached him at this post after he had mounted his horse, and was on the move, with the forces under 
his command, to escort supplies to General Gaines. He directed me likewise to say to you that the 
distance from this post to Garey’s (or Black creek) is about the same as the distance from here to Pico- 
lata. As you wish, however, to obtain all the information possible on the subject, I will take the liberty 
of adding, from my own knowledge, that the road from Garey’s to this place is sandy, consequently, 
almost invariably dry; while the road from Picolata here is muddy after heavy rains, particularly such 
as we have just experienced. 

“Colonel Gadsden arrived here from Tallahassee on the 4th, (yesterday,) and accompanied General 
Clinch this morning to the Withlacoochee.” 


From the same to the same, ( Doc. No. 72,) dated 


“Port Drange, Jlarch 8, 1836. 


“ By direction of General Clinch I opened your communication of the 6th instant, which arrived late 
last night, in advance of the wagons. You will perceive, by my letter of the 5th, that General Clinch, 
with ail the forces at this post, and 100 mounted men from the vicinity, had left for Withlacoochee, to 
escort a small supply of cattle, ammunition, &c., to General Gaines, having received, the night before, a 
third address from that officer. No word has been received from either of these generals since the 5th. 
When General Clinch left here, he expected to be back on the 9th. 

“The probability is, that the wagons will return without an escort, there being at present no troops 
here; and, should General Clinch get back before the wagons depart, his men may be too much fatigued 
to march again immediately; but this, of course, is merely conjecture. I am_ satisfied, however, that 
General Clinch would advise that an escort accompany the wagons back to this place when reloaded. 
Captain Graham being directed by General Clinch to send back the wagons for supplies after their arrival 
here, will send them to Garey’s, it being the best road. 

“N. B.—The amount of General Gaines’s last express to General Clinch, dated 3d instant, was merely 
copies of his previous letters, with a note stating that the Indians were still around them; but little or no 
fighting had taken place since his last communication.” 





GENERAL SCOTT’S SORTIE-LETTER OF MARCH 14, 1836. 
General Scott to the Adjutant General, (Doc. No. 17,) dated 


“ort Drane, March 14, 1836. 


“On my arrival here, I found that the force which had been upon the Withlacoochee had fallen back 
on this vicinity. 

“Brigadier General Clinch with some means of subsistence, and about 600 men, (of whom 150 were 
mounted Floridians,) joined Major General Gaines on the 6th instant. The force under the latter had 
already been reduced to the necessity of commencing on horses and dogs for their subsistence. After receiving 
that timely and important succor, the army remained in position until the 10th. 

“Tt may be remarked that, from the time of entrance into the intrenched camp, up to the retreat in this 
direction, not a sortie was attenipted ; and that, to save the pride of the higher officer, the command was relin- 
quished to the next in rank, in order that he might give the order to retreat.§ 


* I entered Tampa Bay on the 9th of February, 1836. 
E. P. G. 


t The subsistence belonged to my own department. 
E. P. G. 


t To co-operate efficiently is to search for the enemy, and also to search for the force with whom we propose a co-operation. I did both. 
G-neral Scott ought to have done the same. ~~ 


te be false. 
r 


§ See the testimony of Captain Hitchcock, General Smith, Colonel Twiggs, and Captain McCall, proving th . 


is 
E. 











406 MILITARY AFFAIRS. [No. 738. 





“A copy of Major General Gaines’s order, yielding the immediate command of their joint forces to 
Brigadier General Clinch, is enclosed. This extraordinary paper I have but little time to comment upon. 
The poor sneer against me, as the diplomatic agent of the War Department, is in character with all his 
recent acts, for, at the moment of the succor on the 6th, he had already opened a negotiation with the enemy,* 
in which, it is said, on good authority, that he was willing to leave them in the quiet possession of the 
country below the Withlacoochee until the arrival of the ‘diplomatic agent; but in which Powell insisted 
that that river should be the perpetual boundary between us and the Seminoles, But for Brigadier General 
Clinch, I have no doubt that some treaty on the one or the other basis would have been Jormed between the 
parties;* he alleged the positive instructions of the War Department against all negotiations, and he 
enabled Major General Gaines to save the original force with him. Not a sortie was made from the 
intrenched camp from the time of its formation up to the retreat; and en the approach of the succor a large 
detachment of the enemy had taken a position to intercept the retreat in this direction.* Mow, under such cir- 
cumstances, it ean be alleged that the enemy has been beaten, it would be difficult to reconcile with facts. 

“T have reason to hope that the enemy remain nearly in the same position as before the isolated 
and therefore false movement of Major General Gaines. This is fortunate. 

‘“T have instructed Brigadier General Eustis, after scouring the country through which he will have 
to pass to some extent, to place his column in position somewhere in the neighborhood of Pelaklikaha 
Colonel Lindsay by the same day is to be with his force at Chickuchatty, (about 


about the 25th instant. 
two marches from Tampa,) and means are suggested to each in order to multiply the chances of com- 


municating with each other. 

“The right wing will move hence, say on the 24th instant, to attack in front. 
the Withlacoochee about half a mile below the late intrenched camp, where there is a good ford, and of 
which Major General Gaines might have availed himself if he had had the strength or inclination.”> 


This column will pass 


Mr. President, let us look into the subject of sorties or sallies, and see what objects are usually attained 
or sought for in making them. The first is to foree the enemy to abandon the siege, or otherwise to beat 
them; secondly, to retard and embarrass their approaches by driving their guards and working parties from 
their frenches, in order, if practicable, to prevent or otherwise to delay the completion of their trenches, and 
thus to prevent or put off as long as possible the apprehended evil hour of a breach or an assault. 1 was 
particularly desirous to abstain from forcing the enemy to abandon their supposed siege, as will appear 
from my letter of the 29th of February, lest I should disperse the enemy; and Iam sure nothing could 
have been more gratifying to me, and to every officer and soldier with me, volunteer and regular, than 
for the enemy to have opened trenches and aftempted a breach or an assault, Whilst 1 abstained from a 
sortie, every Indian that approached in view of my breastwork did it at his peril; whereas by making a 
sortie the Indians could escape to their ambuscades in the thick hammock in two or three minutes’ time. 
Under these circumstances, nothing short of the extreme of folly or a disposition to trifle with the most 
important duties of the service could have prompted me to make a general sortie without an object— 
such as the arrival of troops or expresses, as Colonel Lindsay’s brigade from Tampa Bay, or that of 
General Scott or General Clinch, or other troops from Fort Drane or King—until I should have it in my 
power, by the aid of mounted men with supplies, to continue the sortie or sally for some days in succession, 


until I should have had it in my power to scour the Withlacoochee swamps, and give a good account of 


the place called The Cove. To speak seriously of any other description of sorties or sallies in an Indian 
war is to me something worse than absurd. It will be seen by the testimony of several officers with me, 
including my staff, that orders were given for the troops to be held in readiness for a sortie on the 
happening of any contingency, such as those just now alluded to, to justify the measure. Small parties 
of from 50 to 120 woodsmen and sharp-shooters were often permitted to look after the enemy for a short 
distance up and down the river. It is in proof before this court that a party of this description, com- 
posed of the companies of Captain Burt and Captain Thistle, consisting of volunteers and regulars, was 
out some 200 to 400 yards from camp during the action of the 29th of February, and were engaged in 
action with a large party of Indians (from 350 to 400, as Captain Thistle believes, ) on the opposite of the 
river. The conflict continued across the river, with some short intervals, for about two hours. Captain 
Kerr, Lieutenant Grayson, and other officers of volunteers and regulars, were frequently out and employed 
in firing at the enemy across the river. 

But, since the court has been pleased so far to tolerate General Scott’s accusations in reference to a 
sortie as to make it the subject of special interrogatories to several of the witnesses, I have been disposed 
so far from attempting to throw any impediment in the way of a full and free inquiry into all the bearings 
and probable tendencies of sorties or sallies, to extend the inquiry still further than my position at Camp 
Izard, as will be seen by my interrogatories to General Sinith, the accomplished commander of the 
Louisiana volunteers, to Captain Drane, a most efficient and experienced officer, and Lieutenant Mitchell, 
a young officer of great promise, with their answers. By the testimony of these very respectable wit- 
nesses, called before this court by my accuser, it will be seen how far General Scott himself carried 
out, in honest matter-of-fact practice, the theories with which he had been attempting to edify the War 
Department and the newspaper press of our country upon the subject of sorties. 

Mr. President, the testimony of the witnesses last mentioned proves clearly that General Scott’s 
practice was not in accordance with his theories. Sir, that officer, with over 2,000 men, as gallant troops 
as either of us ever commanded, and an outfit sufficient for at least fifteen days’ good service, hurried 
across the Withlacoochee and thence to Tampa Bay without devoting more than one day to what any 
officer acquainted with his duty would have deemed the great and leading object of the campaign, 
namely, an examination of the Big Cove swamp. Captain Drane testifies that that swamp, from 15 to 20 
miles in width, was penetrated by a part of the force under General Scott but two and a half miles! 
General Smith estimates the distance at four and a half miles. My accuser, who had written so eloquently 
to nullify every measure of mine at the Withlacoochee, and to prove that the Indians could not have been 
beaten without a sortie, and that they could not be sincere in suing for peace without a sortie—this same 
general devoted but one day to the great duty of “ searching for the Indians” where he could have had any 
reasonable ground to calculate on “finding them.” He could not find them because he would not take 
time to search for them in the Cove swamp, where, it is in proof upon your record, they have been residing, 

* See the testimony of Captain Hitchcock, General Smith, Colonel Twiggs, and Captain McCall, proving this to be false. 

Mm. ob: 1G 


¢ The ‘‘ good ford’’ was not fordable when found in March, 1836. He: es (Gs 
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with their families, for the most part of the time since the 6th of March, the day on which they sued for 
peace. The Big Cove swamp, 15 to 20 miles in width, and near 60 miles in circumference, was pene- 
trated along a large path (exhibiting evidence of recent footsteps of the Indians, adults and children) 
but four and a half miles. The dismal aspect of that swamp probably contributed to give to my accuser 
the first really impressive lesson he had ever received upon the intrinsic difficulties attending an Indian 
war in Florida. The testimony is silent upon the subject of what he wrote or what he said or thought at 
that swamp in reference to the propriety of making sorties. It is probable, however, that he said nothing 
upon the subject, as it is proven by Lieutenant Mitchell that arrangements were made to establish a post 
near the swamp, which was left under the command of Major Cooper, with a battalion of volunteers, 
whereupon the general, with the residue of the right wing of his grand army, marched forthwith to Fort 
Brooke, Tampa Bay, as the witness believes, in order to obtain a supply of subsistence. “Hard bread 
and bacon,” it would seem, and not sorties or Indian warriors, then occupied the thoughts of the new 
commander, My accuser, on his arrival at the Big Cove swamp, found himself in a dilemma. My simple 
plan of operations, communicated to General Clinch, and by him to my accuser, General Scott, was con- 
demned by the last-mentioned general, who, on his arrival near the Big Cove swamp, found that he would 
be compelled to act in accordance with my plan, or to act not at all. My plan, the court will recollect, 
was “to search for the enemy until we should find them, and then beat them, or they would beat us.” 

The new general could not reconcile it to his views of propriety, after saying all manner of evil 
things against me, to condescend fo search for the enemy, as my plan had suggested. The Big Swamp 
was accordingly left without being disturbed by “a sortie,” “a sally,” “a drive,” or “a drag.” This rough 
work could not have been accomplished without some considerable labor and difficulty; whereas but very 
little was necessary for General Scott to write a letter or two, asserting that the Indians were not in 
that swamp—that 500 warriors had not been within any space of ten miles square since the commence- 
ment of the war; and that they had been frightened off to the Everglades by the accounts which, after 
they had sued for peace, I authorized Captain Hitchcock, my acting inspector general, to give them of the 
great forces expected soon to be in the country against them. It was easier, while reclining in the shade 
of a Florida ever-green magnolia, to make these random assertions, (whether true or false is for the court 
to decide,) than to devote a few days’ time, with the consequent labor and privation of food and rest that 
must have attended a vigorous search throughout the swamp, than by such a search to give a practical 
illustration of the theory of sorties or sallies, so adroitly discussed by my accuser in his sortie-letter of the 
14th of March, and other productions of equal candor; but one of which remains to be noticed by me. I 
allude to the notorious sortie “ Order No, —,” of 1836, based upon a nefarious scheme got up by my 
accuser in order to enable him to divert public attention from himself, by striking at me over the shoulders 
of Major Gates, and thus to keep up the hue and ery of sortie! sortie! Upon the same principle that a 
pickpocket, when amidst the crowd he filches from an unguarded stranger. his purse, immediately raises 
the cry of stop thief! stop thief! and thus diverts public attention from himself, the actual offender, 

1 am aware, Mr. President, how exceedingly improper this view of the subject would be, if it had 
not truth and reason to sustain it. The evidence is before you. It is for me to perform the disgusting 
duty of applying the testimony, furnished by my accuser himself, to enable you to do justice to him. It 
is for me to vindicate my own conduct, and in doing so to correct the vagrant and profligate pretensions 
of a great public offender. 

In desiring your attention to the order in the case of Major Gates, I take leave to precede my 
remarks by a paper, which is a copy of the rough draught of a letter which 1 prepared on the 20th of July 
last, the morning after receiving the order in question. This paper contains my views at that time. My 
views remain unchanged. After writing the letter, however, | determined, on reflection, that I would not 
send it until ume and opportunity should be given to enable the Secretary himself to correct, unsolicited 
by me, an irregularity which ] was willing to attribute to the haste and hurry of business which I was 
aware had often, in the War Department, led honorable men into error and apparent irregularity, at or 
near the close of a long and arduous session of Congress. I therefore retained my letter to the President 
until the receipt of “ Order No, 65” apprised me of the propriety of submitting it through this honorable 
court.—(Sce Document No. 45, page 445.) 

] have said that J could not, without the palpable violation of a fundamental principle of military law, 
abandon the expedition until I should meet with the officer authorized to relieve or succeed me, unless expressly 
required by the President of the United Stales so to do, or the receipt of his orders to that effect. 

Where, I may be asked by those who know no law but that which their own prejudices and passions 
enact, where is this great fundamental principle of military law to be found? I answer, that it is incor- 
porated in the Constitution and laws of the United States, and in the constitution and laws of all the 
sovereign States of this great and growing confederacy. It will be found inscribed upon the heart, and 
seen in the mind’s eye of every free white man of the American Union, who feels and who knows how to 
appreciate his equal share of that sovereignty which gives him the inestimable right of self-government, 
with the inseparable, the kindred right of self-defence. 

We learn from our federal, as well as from our State constitutions, that the primary object of the 
people in the adoption of each was to provide for “the common defence” and “ general welfare ;” to suppress 
insurrection and repel invasion, and thus to afford protection to the defenceless; to keep the peace. For 
this purpose the President of the United States is expressly authorized to command the national forces, 
land and naval; and the governors of States are in like manner authorized to command the forces of their 
States respectively. The President has a full and perfect right not only to command throughout every 
part of the United States and their Territories, from the Atlantic to the Pacific, but also upon the high 
seas throughout the world, wherever any part of the land or naval forces may be, on duty or otherwise. 

My command extended to every section of the western department wherever any part of the forces 
assigned to me happened to be, and more especially to the whole,of the southern and western frontier. 
Authority is given to Congress to declare war, and support an army, to serve under the authority of the 
President; and being myself honored with a high commission in that army, and ordered by the President 
to command the western department, my right to employ the forces placed under me against a known 
savage foe at war with the frontier citizens and troops of my department, to “ repel invasion,” was as full 
and perfect a right as the President and the Congress of the United States could give me. He had 
ordered me to command the western department. ‘This was sufficient to authorize me, on the sudden 
approach of war, to go whithersoever I deemed necessary to protect the people of that department 
“apainst their enemies and epposers whomsvever,” as my official oath required me to do; and to see where 
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and how I could do the enemy the greatest harm, and my country the greatest good, with the means at 
my disposal, keeping myself always within the pale of our institutions and of the laws of war. 

From my letter to the adjutant general, dated at New Orleans, January 15, 1836, it will be seen that 
I there suggest the propriety of immediate measures for the arrest or destruction of the enemy before 
the dry weather of winter should pass away and the rains of spring and summer cover the swamps and 
flats with water; and for this purpose I suggest the propriety of ordering the 6th, with parts of the ist 
and 7th regiments of infantry, and urged the employment of an army of not less than four thousand men, 
to be aided by a strong naval force. 

sy a letter from General Scott to the adjutant general, dated at Augusta, Georgia, January 31, 
1836, it will be seen that that officer urges the propriety of an army of five thousand men, aided by a 
naval force, being employed against the enemy. 

In my letter to General Clinch, dated at New Orleans, the 2d February, 1836, a copy of which was 
forwarded to the adjutant general, I announce my intention to embark on the following day on board 
certain steamboats with a regiment of Louisiana volunteers, and some companies of the 4th United States 
infantry, for Tampa Bay, making an irrevocable pledge to co-operate with General Clinch in’ bringing the 
war to a speedy close. In a letter from General Scott to the adjutant general, written on the of 
February, that officer expresses a hope that the 4th infantry will be ordered from New Orleans to Tampa 
Bay. And in a letter written on the 2d of February, also to the adjutant general, General Scott men- 
tious the receipt of a report that Colonel Twiggs had embarked with a volunteer and regular force at 
New Orleans for Tampa Bay, and expresses a hope that this force will enable Colonel Lindsay to act 
independently in a direction from Tampa Bay towards Fort King, on precisely the same route upon which 
my movement was made between the 13th and the 22d of February 

Mr. President, it will be seen, by an inspection of these four letters, that they were written by myself 
and General Scott, without either of us having any knowledge of the views of the other, and that our 
views and wishes accorded in our letters, written near about the same time, whilst six or eight hundred 
miles apart, were, for the most part, in strict accordance, so far at least as regarded the forces from New 
Orleans and the movement from Tampa Bay to Fort King, and variant only in this: that my estimate of 
the requisite force to terminate the war was four thousand men, whilst that of General Scott was five 
thousand men; and my plan was to co-operate with General Clinch, or the officer commanding in East 
Florida; to search for the enemy until I should find them, and then, if possible, subdue them, and thus 
protect the frontier inhabitants; .whereas General Scott’s plan was to surround and pen up the enemy 
near the frontier; a plan ‘which I could not approve, because it was wholly impracticable without an 
army of ten thousand men, principally mounted; and, even with that force, the Indians could not be 
hemmed in upon the frontier of Florida, without endangering the lives of most of the remaining inhab- 
itants, for whose protection our troops were employed as a primary duty. It was not my purpose, how- 
ever, to interfere with General Scott’s plan of operations. I intended simply to command, as appeared 
to me proper, until I should meet with that officer, and then co-operate with him, or, if he preferred it, 
turn over the troops with me, according to the notification received by me at Pensacola from the 
adjutant general of the army. Nothing, therefore, appeared to disturb the harmony in which that officer 
was approaching the theatre of active operations, until he learned that I was at the head of the forces 
from the west. The patriot spirit of harmonious co-operation seems then all at once to have abandoned 
that general, leaving him a prey to the furies of anarchy and discord. He immediately reports his plans 
thwarted by my movement, notwithstanding he had so recentiy expressed his satisfaction at the prospect 
of a similar movement on the part of another officer. He immediately set about a scheme to arrest the 
movement of the supplies ordered for my department, before he had anything to do with the affairs of the 
war in Last Florida. 

Lest I should be deemed unjust to the general, I will, in due time, employ his own words to explain 
his object in arresting and withholding from me the subsistence destined for my command. 

Mr. President, I have passed in review a point in my vindication fraught with intense interest not 
merely to myself and my faithful officers and men, but to you and to every member of the army confided to 
your command, and more especially to every citizen soldier throughout America, whose duty it is, and in 
all future time will be, to enjoy the inestimable right of participating in the national defence; a point 
upon which you are solemnly bound to state facts as you find them established by evidence, and to give 
an opinion which cannot but contribute, as far as you have power, to relieve the army and the republic of a 
high military offender, who, in the hope of inflicting a wound on the reputation of his senior, and supposed 
rival, had the childish audacity to withhold, not only from that senior but from the patriotic troops who 
accompanied and nobly sustained him in action at the Withlacoochee, public supplies essential to their 
existence, supplies ordered to be conveyed to the troops of my department before that officer was ordered 
thither; and he had the hardihood, also, to direct General Clinch not to afford me any of the supplies which I 
had required from him at Fort Drane, a post within the limits of my department, and which General Scott 
had not seen fit to approach nearer than Picolata, a distance of sixty miies within the settlement near 
St. Augustine, and from ninety to a hundred miles from the theatre of the war, intending thereby not to 
sustain me himself, and, as far as he possibly could, to prevent the troops of my own department from 
sustaining me in the position which I had taken against the enemy at the Withlacoochee, but by cutting 
off my necessary supplies, to starve my troops out of that position! a position which I could not abandon 
without suffering the principal force of the enemy (which I there held in check) to fall upon hundreds of 
helpless families—evils which must have followed, had not the chivalry of my troops triumphed over the 
enemy and forced him to sue for peace. In doing so, they achieved at once a triple victory—a victory 
over their wants of regular supplies, a victory over the savage foe, and a victory over the atrocious 
machinations of the second United States general officer who has ever dared to aid and assist the open 
enemy of the republic in their operations against United States forces employed in the protection of the 
frontier people. The first great offender was Major General Benedict Arnold; the second, as your finding 
must show, is Major General Winfield Scott. 

“ Question by General Gaines to Colonel Twiggs. Colonel Twiggs is requested to state what he knows 
on the subject of making a sortie at or from Camp Izard, in February and March, 1836? 

“ Answer. | received an order on the 29th of tebruary, after the Indians had retired from making an 
attack on us, to hold the command in readiness for a sortie. After the 29th, in a conversation with 
General Gaines, I think he stated to me he had written to the officer in command at Fort Drane, and he 
expected him down with some mounted troops; that, as soou as they made their appearance, the command 
was to leave the breastwork to attack the Indians. I think he stated to me that he had so written, that 
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he would not make the sortie until the troops should come down, IT had frequent conversations with the 
general on this subject: and he stated to me his views, that we could do no good by going out; that the 
Indians would fly before us, and that as soon as any troops made their appearance we should go out and 
attack the Indians. It was expected that troops would arrive from Tampa Bay on the opposite side of 
the river. This was before the 5th of March. 

“Question by the court. What is your own opinion as to the propriety of making a sortie from Camp 
Izard whilst invested by the encmy ?” 

The witness begged leave to decline answering the question, and was excused by the court. 

“ Question by General Gaines. Colonel Twiges is desired to state whether or not it was his opinion, 
at any time between the 27th of February and 6th of March, that the enemy could have been subdued by 
making a sortie, or whether it would not have contributed only to disperse the Indians. And state 
whether the Indians could not have concealed themselves in a thick hammock at any moment, in three or 
four minutes time; and state whatever opinion he entertained on the subject at the time, and whether he 
communicated to General Gaines sucht opinion. 

“ Answer tu the first part of the question. From the 27th to the 28th, and including the 28th, the Indians 
were on the opposite side of the river, and we had not boats to cross the river. From the 29th of 
ebruary to the Sth of March, we could, at any time the Indians made their appearance, have driven 
them, but we had not the means to follow them. I cannot say whether we should have dispersed them 
or not. As our camp fronted the river, there was an extensive hammock and scrub on the left. There 
was a hammock, also, on the right, both of them two or three hundred yards of the camp, or probably a 
shorter distance, and the Indians could have taken shelter in either of those hammocks in a few minutes. 
I never gave General Gaines, while at Camp Izard, any opinion as to the propriety of a sortie. 

“(Juestion by General Gaines. Colonel Twiges is requested to state whether any officers, and if any, 
who, of the light brigade, at Camp Izard, in February and March, 1836, expressed the opinion that a sortie 
ought to have been made. 

“ Answer. Not one, while I was there, expressed such an opinion. I had, and, as far as I could learn 
from the opinion of the command generally, they aiso had entire confidence in General Gaines, and we 
were willing to submit to his judgment. 

“ Question by General Gaines to General Smith. General Smith is requested to state his opinion as to 
the mode of fighting the Indians at Camp Izard, between the 28th of February and the 5th of March, 
1836, inclusively, taking into consideration all the circumstances attending the service there, and particu- 
Jarly whether, in his opinion, a sortie would have been attended with advantages. 

“ Answer. 1 believe that the only mode of fighting Indians is to wound or kill individual warriors, but 
that simply to attempt to disperse them would produce no great benefit. Therefore, if the Indians cecupy 
a position which we desire to occupy ourselves, we must certainly attack and drive them; but, under 
other circumstances, whatever method offers the greatest facilities of wounding or killing them is the 
best method of fighting them. The position General Gaines occupied at Camp Izard, at the period men- 
tioned, was one that he was desirous of maintaining, and I therefore think that he was likely to do more 
injury to the Indians in repulsing their advance on his position than he would do in quitting it to 
follow them through the woods. It is impossible for a soldier on foot, in that country, to overtake an Indian. 
The Indian could, at the first attack, withdraw himself from the fire, and the position of the hammocks 
in the neighborhood offered them a retreat, in which they could hide themselves immediately. I believe 
that, as in attacks on positions, fortified or not, the loss is always greater on the attacking party than in 
any other kind of combat; where the object is to destroy the life of the enemy, that species of combat 
offers more advantages than any other. The battle of New Orleans, the attack on Sandusky, and, in 
fact, all the attacks which were repelled during the last war, are evidences of this. On the 29th of 
February, when, I think, the largest body of the Indians appeared, I think it likely that fewer of our men 
would have suffered if we had made a sortie, but far fewer of the enemy would have fallen. ‘The defences 
that were afterwards made of the camp were hardly then begun, and especially the whole interior of the 
camp was entirely exposed. General Gaines himself, who was sitting near the centre of the camp, received 
a wound in his mouth. I therefore think that, under all the circumstances, there was a greater injury 
inflicted on the enemy, as they approached the camp through the open ground around it, than if the troops 
had gone out and followed them through the woods. I would remark, however, that the whole of the 
troops were not in the camp—two companies of the Louisiana regiment were posted down on the river, 
and a part of them were drawn in afterwards to cover a part of the line. 

“ Question by General Gaines to Colonel Twiggs. What was your opinion of the sincerity of the Indians 
in their proposition for peace, at Camp Izard, the 6th of March last; and please state what motive, if any, 
the Indians could have had for treachery; and, finally, have you heard any observations on the subject 
from Indian countrymen or other persons acquainted with the Indian character calculated to strengthen 
or destroy your opinion ? 

“Answer. The first night (the night of the 5th) when the Indians came and hailed the camp, I did 
not believe them sincere, or that they had any intention of coming in at all. The next morning I went to 
General Gaines and told him, ‘Whenever you show me men coming from the moon, I will believe the 
Indians are coming in’ Before we separated, some person standing near spoke and said, ‘Here the 
Indians come.’ Ina short time, having halted some distance from the breastwork, one or two of them 
came forward with a white flag. One of the volunteer officers—I think, Adjutant Barrow—went out and 
met them. When I saw them conversing with Mr. Barrow I then changed my opinion, and believed they 
were in earnest. IT have thought a good deal on the subject, and I could think of no motive for their 
being otherwise than sincere. I judged they were sincere from what I had seen of the upper part of the 
Creck nation on previous occasions. It was at the Hickory Ground, with General Jackson, I think in 
1814, after the first Indian came in there I never heard of another act of hostility on the part of the nation 
towards the whites. The next occasion was on the Seminole campaign with General Jackson. I know 
that after the first Indian came in there was no act of hostility. I know this, for I was left in the country. 
I had a conversation with Colonel Dill, at Jacksonville, who has been a long time in that country. After 
detailing the circumstances to him as they happened at Fort Izard, he said he had not a doubt but that 
they were sincere in their wish for peace, so much so that he advised the people to go back again on the 
plantations on the road from Micanopy to Fort Drane. 

“Question by General Gaines to General Smith. What is the opinion of General Smith upen the motives 
of the Indians in seeking an interview and expressing a desire for peace at the Withlacoechee? And 
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state how far the Indians manifested a desire for peace by their conduct previous to the hostile movement 
of the troops from Fort Drane the 26th of Mareh, under the orders of General Seott. 

“ Answer. IT think T feel assured that the Indians were perfectly sincere in seeking a peace. I do 
not know on what terms they may have wished it, but IT believe they desired a peace. A great many 
reasons operate on my mind to prednce this conviction. The first was, that on the night of the 29th, after 
the Indians had retired across the river, T heard some one—a peculiar voice, the tone of which I judged 
making an address to his followers, apparently. The friendly Indians and their interpreter 
lay close by me. T called to them, through the interpreter, and desired the Indians to listen and try if 
they could cateh any of the expressions. When the speeeh was done, the Indians said to me, through the 
interpreter, that it was an address of the chief, intended to encourage them; that he told them that no 
matter if they suffered on our side of the river, that wien we attempted to cross they would have the 
advantage; and he suggested to me that it was apparent from that that a portion of the Indians were 
dissatisfied; that the Indians did not appear the next day, nor until the evening of the second day, when 
a few shots were fired out of one of the hammocks on the river, nor did there ever seem to be one-fourth 
of the number of Indians on our side of the river that appeared on the 29th. On the evening when the 
first offer to treat was made, a voice of a negro hailed the camp in English; he called out that the Indians 
were tired of fighting, and desired to come in and make friends. He was answered (by direction of 
flag the next day it would be respected. They held a talk 


at 


to be Powell’s— 


, 
General Gaines) that if the chicfS sent ina 
the next day with the officer sent by General Gaines, precisely as they were directed to do. From all 
circumstances, it suggested itself to me that there was a large portion of the Indians who were 


ree that the hostile party was cbliged to conform to their desires; that 


these 
averse to continuing the war, so la 
they had nothing to gain under any view of the subject by delay; that they were then as well prepared 
to carry on the war, and better, than they would be at any subsequent period, whereas they must have 
expected that the whites would increase in force every day; that if the object was to gain time in order 
wo escape, that they could always have done that, as they could always out-march us, and that, in fact, 
they did not make use of it for that purpose, for Primos, who was sent to them afterwards, must have 
found them in the upper part of the cove, or in the Wahoo swamp. From the time the Indians held a talk 
with General Gaines there was not the slightest hostile movement on their part, and our men were fishing 
and bathing in the river every day by hundreds while we stayed there; and as there was a thick swamp 
on the other side, in the vicinity where they were bathing, the Indians might at any moment have shot 
down two hundred men, with perfect security to themselves. We encamped about four or five miles from 
Fort Drane, between Fort Drane and the Withlacoochee, and small parties were constantly passing, and 
often single individuals, between the different cneampments and Fort Drane, and were scattered over the 
whole woods for ten miles round, and Tnever heard of a sign of an Indian. The first that were heard of 
or met with after this period was on the evening of the day General Scott commenced his march to the 
Withlacoochee, when a wagoner belonging to the @weneral’s train, and who was left behind in the road, 
was shot by the Indians.* 

“(uestion by the court to Captain Hitcheeck, Do you believe the Indians were sincere in proposing 
a truce? 

“ Answer. I believe they were perfectly sincere. T will remark, in reference to this question, that 
there was nothing tn the manner or matter of the interview which | had with the Indians on the Withla- 
coochee to give me the smallest suspicion of their sincerity. There seemed to be a peculiar sadness over 
them, as if thoughtful of the misfortunes of their tribe, indicating that further hostility on their part was 
hopeless. T thought them sincere, and in that opinion all who were present entirely concurred with me, 
and Tam the more inclined to continue in that belie! from several considerations, Although wars among 
Jndian tribes are sometimes of very long duration, it is seldom that active warlike movements among 
them continue for any great length of time. With tribes at war, there may be years of cessation of the 
war; and when a war-party, as itis called, is got up, with considerable formality, with a feast and war- 
dance, and the party will make what they call a strike at the cnemy—return from the expedition and 
celebrate their success, if successful, with the scalp-dance; but this kind of war cannot be carried on 
against the whites. To carry on war against the whites the Indians are compelled to embody themselves 
in large numbers, making it difficult for them to obtain supplies of ammunition, provisions, or clothing. 
In Florida the enemy had, IT believe, been so embodied for some length of time; they had had, I believe, 
some special causes for the war which liad in part been removed, especially by the conduct of Oceola, 
near Fort King, and | believe his language to me in council, that ‘he was satisfied,’ had reference to that 
conduct. [have heard of other similar instances. The Indians had been suecessful in the destruction of 
Major Dade’s command, and they liad killed many more than they had lost. General Gaines having taken 
a position in their neighborhood which they had found it impossible to move, they must have seen that 
they could not in futare have procured from above the supply of+provisions, Consisting of cattle, which 
they had before drawn from thence. The opinion among them that this position was likely to be 
permanently held was caleulated to break down their spirits. I have never doubted that the Indians 
were Informed of the movement of General Clinch from Fort Drane on the 5th of March. I believe that 
the Indians, in the knowledge of this, saw additional reason to suppose that they could not maintain 
council on the evening of the oth, they had concluded to make 


themselves in the country, and that, taking 
overtures of peace; and I have always believed they woull have accepted terms such as would have been 
worthy of this great nation to dictate to them, liad there been authority there to conclude a peace. There 
was not, in the council [held with the Indians, anything said about the terms of peace; they made no 
proposition to settle limits; they asked for nothing; stipulated for nothing beyond what I have stated in 
my testimony. They were told by me that they should be sent for to council, but that in the meantime 
they must abstain from war, and promise to attend the council when sent for. They engaged to all that 
freely, and with apparent alacrity. During the time that the troops remained at Fort Drane after that, 
to wit, from the 11th to the 26th of Mareh, as [have understood and believe, there was no sign of any 
hostility of the Tidians in that part of the country; they had abundant opportunities to annoy the troops 
at that post, which were scattered over an extent of country of several miles in diameter, accommodating 
themselves with wood and water. Even before I left there, and as | have heard afterwards, the officers 


* Note py Mason Genera Gaines.—It seems evident from the testimony of General Smith that General Scott himself 
confided in the sincerity of the indians in suing for peace, inasmuch as he sutfered these small parties to pass and repass round 


about Fort Drane for several miles without a guard. 
k. P. GAINES. 
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and men were passing at pleasure between the several corps of the army thus dispersed, and provisions 
were sent to these several corps without once being disturbed. General Gaines and his staff, a party of 
four, during that time travelled from Fort Drane to Tallahassee, through a country that had been before 
and was afterwards in possession of the Indians, without molestation and without suspicion of danger, so 
far as I know. I have always believed that the Indians had a right to suppose that no further hostile 
demonstrations would be made against them until they should have been sent for and heard in council. 
When the hostile movements took place from Fort Drane, about the 26th of March, the rear was fired upon 
by the Indians, and [I have understood a baggage wagon, or perhaps two, cut off. I have regarded this 
as an evidence that the Indians were fully informed of the exposed condition of the several corps around 
Fort Drane, but that so long as they could hope to be sent for to council, they abstained from annoying 
those troops, in compliance with their engagement on the Withlacoochee river.” 

Some days after giving the above testimony, Captain Hitchcock presented himself before the court 
and asked permission to add to his testimony the following, as continuation of his answer to the 1éth 
question by the court. (The loth question is that to which the above is an answer.) 

“Captain Hitchcock in reference to the dth question by the court. I will state to the court that 
yesterday, on referring to some official documents from Tampa Bay, I saw it stated that General Gaines 
had an escort from Fort Drane to Tallahassee; that statement is not correct, but I presume it was founded 
upon this: that Major McLemore was about to proceed from Fort Drane in the direction of Tallahassee, 
with a mounted troop; that he tendered to General Gaines, unsolicited, as 1 believe, on the part of General 
Gaines, a small detachment of his troop as an escort. This detachment remained a day, or perhaps a day 
and a half, and commenced its march as an escort to General Gaines, but General Gaines, after the first 
day’s ride, dismissed the escort; halting himself, permitting the escort to leave him, and moved on after- 
wards without it. 1 did not refer to this in my testimony, because the escort was entirely unsolicited, | 
believe not even desired. Major McLemore’s troop was returning to their homes at the time; they were 
not detached as an escort.* 

“ Question by General Gaines to Colonel Twiggs. Colonel Twiggs is requested to state whether he met 
a wagon train about the middle of March last, between Fort Drane and Black creek; and if so, whether 
the wagons were or were not accompanied with a guard ? 

“ Answer. I lett Micanopy, ten miles on this side of Fort Drane, on the 19th of March last. On that 
day I met the wagon train with provisions, about twenty miles from Black creek. I inquired of the person 
having charge of the wagon-train (called the wagon-master) where the escort was ? he said he had none, 
and I did not see any guard with it at all.f 

“(uestion by General Gaines to Colonel Twiggs. Be pleased to state whether the Louisiana volunteers 
were or were not ready or willing to mareh at any time after the middle of March, 1836. And what were 
your reasons for the opinion which you entertain in this case ? 

“ Answer. | have no doubt but the Louisiana voluntecrs, had they been ordered, would have marched 
the next day after their arrival from the Withlacoochee near to Fort Drane. I had a conversation with 
General Smith on this subject, and his opinion and mine coincided, that both our commands, the regulars 
and volunteers, were ready to march, and that we should not ask to detain the army on that account.”} 

“ Question by General Gaines to General Smith. General Smith is requested to state in what manner 
the movement of General Gaines affected the movements of General Scott in Florida. 

“ Answer. My impression has always been, that every effort that General Scott could make to advance 
his movement was made by him; but such were the difficulties in obtaining the means of transportation, 
that Ido not think he could have been able to commence his movement earlier than he did; that therefore 
no operation of General Gaines delayed General Scott's movements, and that General Scott would not 
have been ready sooner or later, whether General Gaines was there or not. General Gaines brought from 
New Orleans with him some means of transportation. He added to General Scott’s forces at Fort Drane 
about 1,000 effective men. He had acquired some knowledge of the country around the Withlacoochee. 
His position on the Withlacoochee had restrained the Indians during the time General Scott was occupied 
in transporting provisions to Fort Drane; and that, therefore, in these respects, General Gaines’s move- 
ment was of great advantage to the movements of General Scott. [might add that, after all, the means 
of transportation were not sufficient to allow General S. to operate along the north Withlacoochee, and 
that therefore he was not able to derive all those advantages which he otherwise would have derived. 

“ Question by the court to Captain Hitchcock. Were there any sorties made from the fort upon the enemy 
on any one of the attacks made by him whilst the army lay there; and what was the strength of the army 
at the time 7? 

“ Answer, The army was about 1,000 strong—a few over, perhaps—and no sortie was made. It may 
be proper to add to this answer, that one wing of each of the several bodies occupying the faces of the 
square had been ordered by General Gaines to be held in readiness for a sortie, should he think proper 
to order one. This order was given on the afternoon of the 29th February. 

“ Question by the court. Was the army on the Withlacoochee under General Gaines strong enough, 
and well cnough appointed, to have attacked the enemy with a prospect of success ? 

“ Answer. In my opinion the army could have beaten the enemy at that place, and driven him at any 
time; but there were not means for pursuing him with any effect. 

“Question by the court. Do you think that Major General Gaines had it in his power at any time, 
with the means in his hands, and the appointment of his forces, to have marched upon the enemy and sub- 
dued him, had the enemy availed himself of the fastuesses of the country well known to him ? 


“ Nore py Magor Grenerat Gainrs.—I desired no escort. The discharged men, or those permitted to go to Middle 
Florida, here referred to, travelled with me the principal part of the first day’s journey, the 14th of March, and until 
breakfast time, about 9 a, in., on the morning of the 15th of March, when I halted and desired them to go on without me. 
They never travelled with me another mile. 

E. P. GAINES, 


} Nore py E. P. Gaines —By this testimony it is obvious that General Scott confided in the sincerity of the enemy in 
their having been subdued, and in their having sued for peace. Otherwise he certainly would not have suffered the baggage 
train to have passed and repassed so near the enemy without a guard 

E. P. GAINES. 


t Nore sy Masor Generar Garnes.—And yet, notwithstanding this fact must have been known to Major General Scott, he 
persisted in saying that his delay was necessary to enable these troops to rest and refresh themselves. 
E. P. GAINES. 
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“ Answer. I believe they would have escaped any pursuit he might have made with his foree. With 
regard to the effect of a sortie, it is a problem which, perhaps, any one may form an opinion from a 
consideration of the facts which I will state. The Indians appeared to have a great facility in crossing the 
river; the banks of the river, above and below our camp, were lined with a dense swamp. [lad a sortie 
been made, the Indians would have rushed into this swamp on one side or the other, and, by their knowl- 
edge of the best passages through it, and their facility in crossing the river, would, in all probability, 
have eluded any pursuit that could have been made from our camp. In the event of a sortie, there would, 
in all probability, have been a loss on both sides; but, it is my impression, without producing any bene- 
ficial results, ‘The Indians were expending their ammunition, while our fire was reserved, and we were 
daily in the expectation of force from Fort Drane, especially of mounted men, a species of force of which 
we had none. 

“ QWuestion by the court. While you were in the fortified camp on the Withlacoochee, was there any 
preparation made for a sortie by order of General Gaines? if so, state the force or corps, and the officer 
appotuted to the command of the troops ordered for that purpose. 

“ Answer. The troops in the camp were disposed in the form of a square; the order was for one wing 
of each face of the square to be held in readiness for a sortie, directions being given for the other wing 
to extend. Colonel Foster would have been one of the officers on the right; I believe General Smith him- 
self would have commanded the sortie on the left. Iam not able at this time to give the names of the 
other officers. The order was given on the 29th February, in the afternoon, communicated by myself to 
Colonel Twiggs, commanding the ght brigade. A previous order on the subject had, I believe, been 
communicated by some other oflicer. It is my opinion that, had the attack been renewed in character like 
that of the morning of the 29th, a sortie would have been made; but, after that attack, there was no 
serious attack made while we were on the Withlacoochee. There were but small parties engaged, from 
time to time, in endeavors to annoy us. This circumstance was itself a source of alarm, lest the Indians 
had abandoned that part of the country to the disappointment of the hopes of General Scott, expressed in 
a letter to General Clinch, and which had been seen at Fort King. The first order for the preparations 
for a sortie was, I believe, given, net through myself, but through some other officer. Colonel Foster 
came to me and made a suggestion as to mere detail, desiring me to communicate it to General Gaines. 
I did so, and received his orders thereon, which were communicated as above stated. General Gaines, on 
several occasions, spoke of the probability of an arrival of troops ciher than those expected from Fort 
Drane, especially speaking of Colonel Lindsay, who was supposed to have arrived at Tampa Bay, and 
declared it to be his purpose instantly te move in any direction from which reports of firing might be 
heard. Log canoes were constructed, and were then in the camp, with rived boards to be used for pur- 
poses of making platforms on the canoes to cross the river, the general saying that he would cross the 
river instantly on hearing a gun from the other side. 

“ (uestion by General Gaines. The wituess is requested to describe the hammocks near my encamp- 
ment on the Withlacoochee, and state the time at which that encampment was fortified. 

“Answer. The hauanocks bordering the river very nearly united inmmediately in front of the camp. 
From this point, both above and below, they gained very rapidly in width, and were extremely dense, 
especially to the cast or above the camp, where the hammock extends considerably back from the stream, 
but at a distance of several hundred yards from the camp. The river itself has not the bend as repre- 
sented in the map I hold, (marked,) the curve being much larger. A light breastwork was made around 
the camp on the afternoon of the 28th of February, according to custom. 

(Juestion by the court to Captain McCall, No sortie was made on the enemy at the several attacks 
made on the camp. What were the reasons which withheld or prevented such a movement on the part of 


General Gaines ¢ 

“Answer. Ue did not explain to me particularly his reasons, but my impression was that it would 
not have resulted in any important advantage. 

* (Juestion by the court. Did no olticer during the siege urge the propriety of making a sortie ? 

“Answer. 1 did not myself hear any officer, and my impression at the time was that there was no 
officer there who differed with the general on that point. 

“(juestion by the court lo Captain McCall. Wit is your opinion of the ability of the forees under 
General Gaines to drive and beat the enemy if a sortie had been made ? 

“Answer. | have not the smallest doubt that they would have been able to do it, but from the nature 
of the ground. The hammocks which bordered the river being thick and extemely difficult of access to 
the troops, would have enabled the Indians Iving concealed to deliver their fire, and then, owing to their 
superior celerity and knowledge of the ground, to have passed through the hammock and crossed the 
river before the troops could have come up with them, their facilities for crossing the river being great, 
and the troops without the means of following them. 

“(uestion by General Gaines, What part of the force was out of the limits of my breastwork during 
the action of the 29th of February; and state whether one or two companies were not often engaged in 
firing at the enemy across the river prior to the 6th March ? 

‘Answer. There was one company out of the limits of the breastwork on the 29th February. Several 
coinpanies were engaged in firing at the enemy across the river prior to the 6th March. 

“ (uestion by General Gaines. Was it General Gaines’s intention to make a sortie, in the event of his 


‘ 


hearing General Clinch’s or Colonel Lindsay’s guns ? 

‘“dnswer, General Gaines remarked several times while lying at Camp Izard that he should not be 
surprised at hearing Colonel Lindsay’s guns on the other side, and in that event he would cross imme- 
diately and march to his aid; or should the Indians engage Clinch on his advance, he would immediately 
march out and support lim.” 

Mr. President and gentlemen of the court: In desiring your attention to the evidence which I have 
adduced to disprove the accusations against me, it becomes my duty expressly to protest against that 
mass of papers which have been referred to as documentary evidence, consisting of the official reports, letlers, 
and orders of Major General Scott. This monstrous mass of words, recklessly jumbled together, no matter 
by whom they have been indorsed, embraces not a word of legal evidence which the court can, upon their 
oath, bring to bear against me, or against any man in existence save and except the fabricator of those 
reports, orders, aud letters. That it is your duty to briug them to bear against him is obvious; but against 
me they can have no legal bearing whatever; not merely because they are palpably untrue, but also 
because they constitute nothing of the character of legal evidence as against any other than the writer of 
such reports, lelters, or orders. 
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“Truth is the basis of all excellence;” and I lave shown—I have demonstrated by the testimony of 
officers of the first character and standing in the army and Louisiana volunteers, that General Scott’s 
statements in reference to me and my movements are in many respects false and malicious. Look, for 
example, at what he has said in his letter of the 14th March, in which he endeavors to show the necessity 
of my having made a sortie, and to disprove the facts stated in my “ Order No. 7,” of the 9th of March, 
that I had beaten the enemy and forecd them to sue for peace. Sir, what is there in this letter that can 
possibly be found to embrace any of the elements of legal testimony against me? Let us suppose, for 
the sake of illustration, (what the testimony of General Smith, Colonel Twiggs, Captain Uitehcock, 
Captain McCall, Lieutenant Mitchell, Mr. Potter, and other witnesses will go far to disprove,) that General 
Scott was truly and sincercly of the opinion that his statements contained in that sortie-letter were 
correct; then, sir, by what authority can the court employ against me the mere opinion of Major General 
Scott ? 

Even if he had ever won a battle at the head of a division, or in the command of an army, or any 
other force, beyond the immediate authority of his senior and superior officer—an honor which he 
never enjoyed—he would not, in the event of his having achieved such an honor, have been able to give 
to his reports, letters, or orders any of the essential properties of evidence against any man but himself; 
but he never achieved anything in battle at the head of a division or other independent force. 

The opinions of experienced men are often very properly received by courts, both civil and military, 
in order to elucidate facts based upon legal evidence; but the opinions of interested witnesses are of no 
validity otherwise than as against themselves. Need I tell the court, what General Scott has so fully 
demonstrated, that he is so much altogether an interested witness in the case before you—the case of the 
United Stales regarding the causes of the failure of certain campaigns against the Seminole Indians in 1836— 
that nothing but my arrest, trial, and condemnation can possibly save that officer from being found guilty 
of high military offences. 

The testimony of the officers last above named, that, notwithstanding General Scott’s extraordinary 
letter of the 14th of March, in which he endeavors to prove that the Indians were not subdued and that 
they did not sue for peace, or that if they did sue for peace they were not sincere, most clearly proves that 
General Scott himsclf, at the moment of writing that letter, and for twelve days after that time, did in 
fact confide in the truth and sincerity of the Indians, as the testimony will demonstrate, inasmuch as he 
suffered wagons, small parties, and individuals to pass and repass to and from the several encampments, 
from five to six miles round about Fort Drane, without a guard; although that section of the Florida 
frontier was within twelve hours’ march of the Withlacoochee, where the principal force of the Seminole 
Indians was known to be encamped. 

Besides the general evil inherent in all statements made in opposition to truth, there are peculiar 
evils in the representations of General Scott, arising out of the official sanction given to them by his 
signature, as the general specially authorized to command in the field, and also out of opinions founded 
upon them by the executive head of these United States. 

It has been suggested to me that the President of the United States, forming his opinions upon the 
official representations of General Scott, has expressed sentiments unfavorable to my conduct on the 
Withlacoochee. The fact of my going to Florida, in the execution of my duty, could not easily be mis- 
represented; and though arguments have been sought and pressed into the question to impugn my 
motives, they have failed to produce the effect intended, aud my movement to Florida, under the extraor- 
dinary and peculiar circumstances of the case, has not in any manner been censured by that high public 
functionary; but iy conduct while in the country of the enemy was less visible, comprised a large mass 
of facts, was pursued at a distance from all direct communication with Washington; and while I was in 
the heart of the country occupied by the enemy, in hearing of their war-whoop and rifle on the Withlacoo- 
chee, General Scott was snugly posted at the little quiet place called Picolata, within eighteen miles of 
the city of St. Augustine, making free use of his facilities for communicating with the government, and 
writing the letters which I have deemed it proper to designate his starving-letters of the Ist and 4th of 
Mareh; and then from the litle steamer, the Essayons, on his way from Picolata, his rescue-letter of the 9th of 
March; and afterwards from Fort Drane, his sortie-letfer of the 14th of March—all which were received 
with unsuspecting confidence at Washington, and upon which, false and slanderous as’ they were, my 
conduct was viewed by the Chicf Magistrate with disapprobation. [look with confidence to the devel- 
opments made before this court for enabling the President to do me justice, and relieve me before the 
army and my country from the odium which the publication by the War Department of these official 
slanders, and the suppression of all my correspondence upon the subject, reported for the information of 
that department, was calculated to produce. 

General Scott has said he is not my prosecutor nor my accuser; and yet, without the slightest preten- 
sion of self-defence, he has deliberately fabricated or indorsed the most calumnious accusations, which he 
only has not prosecuted, because an investigation, as he knew full well, would inevitably throw back upon 
himself the shafts poisoned by his own venom. 

Among the duties assigned to this court it is required to investigate all subjects connected with the 
campaigns in Florida, and I now therefore solemnly call upon the court to take that notice of the remarkable 
letters of General Scott of the Ist, 4th, 9th, and 14th of March, which their extraordinary contents deserve. 

Thanks to the Almighty, I have lived to enjoy the privilege guaranteed to every citizen and soldier of 
the republic, to vindicate my conduct, and to expose and demolish the weak and nefarious schemes 
contrived by my accuser, while in the use and abuse of a little brief authority, for my destruction; and 
thanks to the high public functionaries of our beloved country for affording this privilege while I am yet 
in the land of the living, and in time to save my children and my military and volunteer friends the deep 
affliction, and the abiding mortification, of finding, when I shall be no more, the uncorrected accusations 
which you have received froin the Department of War, and which now lie before you. 

That it was the duty of the head of that department, as an act of natural equity and justice 
prescribed by law, (see the T7th and 79th articles of war,) to have acted upon and notified me of these 
accusations the moment they were received by him, and to have assembled as soon thereafter as the state 
of the service would permit the proper tribunal for their investigation, there can be no ground to doubt. 
The omission of this obvious duty, and the placing me upon a most “delicate and important command,” 
wherein I was honored with the Secretary’s notification that the President of the United States had been 
pleased to approve my views and measures, ought, perhaps, to be considered as the strongest assurance 
that could be givén me of unshaken confidence in my fidelity and honor, and, on the other hand, of the 
little reliance placed in my accuser. Perhaps, too, the honorable the Secretary of War was apprised, as 
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I have been long apprised, of the fact that my accuser, never having learned how to govern himself, would, 
in due time, if allowed much latitude, defeat himself, in his overheated zeal to destroy me; for there is no 
principle in moral philosophy, natural law, or military science, better established, than that the officer 
who has not learned how fo command himself is wholly unqualified to command freemen, or American 
soldiers, volunteers or rewulars, and will sooner or later, in his unbridled efforts to destroy his imagined 
rivals, destroy himself. 

My aceuser charges me with the crime of having contributed to prevent or retard the forwarding of 
subsistence and other supplies required in East Florida, This charge is disproved by posi testimony of 
Captain Morrison, the late assistant commissary for the post of New Orleans rece ‘utly examined by this 
court. That officer testifies that on my return from Florida to New Orleans | directed iis to forward 
promptly all the supplies that had been or might be required in Florida. The captain’s testimony upon 
this point is in the following words: 

“Question by General Gaines to Captain Morrison. General Seott having endeavored to show that a 
report of the war being ended caused a detention in New Orleans of supplies called for by requisitions 
for Florida, the witness is desired to state whether he was commissary in New Orleans from Janu: ry to 
April, 1836, inclusive; whether any such detention took place with reg: ard to commissary supplies; whether 
he had an opportunity of judging whether quartermasters’ stores were detained, and whether they were 
so detained; and is requested to state whether he understood from the quartermaster whether he would 
or would not feel authorized to detain supplies under the supposed circumstances of there being a report 
like that in question ? And the witness will also please state what rations returned to New Orleans with 
the Lonisiana volunteers from Tampa Bay; whether a vart was in bulk and by him issued to the volun- 
teers; and whether he made any remarks to Captain Thistle on the subject of the bacon so returned, and 
what remarks he made. 

Answer, I was assistant commissary at New Orleans from January to April, and lad been for ten 
years as such. No detention took place in the furnishing of supplies; every exertion was used to procure 
hard bread and bacon, as required by General Scott. The bread and bacon could not be procured in 
suflicient quantities; the other part of the ration, consisting of pork and flour, was delivered to the quarter- 
master to make up deficiencies. A duty which I owe to Major Clark, as he is not present, compels me 
to state that every exertion was made on his part to furnish supplies and transportation; we both felt a 
deep interest that nothing should be wanted. From the 7th to the 16th May, when the regiment of 
Louisiana volunteers returned to New Orleans from Florida, there were 720 pounds of bacon, 2.160 pounds 
of bread, surplus rations, which were sent to the commissary store at New Orleans, besides other rations 
in proportion. Captain Thistle came to me somewhere between 10th and 16th May, with a return for 
back rations. In offering Captain Thistle his choice of pork, bacon, flour, or hard bread, IT observed that 
I regretted that the hard bread and bacon had come back after the difficulty I had in sending it to 
Florida, As to Captain Thistle’s asking me why I did not send the bacon and hard bread, I have no 
recollection of his having made such an observation to me, nor do I believe he did. No observation was 
made by me to Captain Thistle that the Florida war was closed. [The witness here presented to the 
court papers Nos. 39, 40, (see documents, ) as evidence that he had discharged his duties promptly and to 
the si atistac tion of his department. 

‘(Juestion by General Gaines. What conversation had the witness with General Gaines in New 
Orleans, in April, on the subject of sending supplies to Florida, and what did General Gaines urge ? 

“ Answer, About the beginning of April T had understood that General Gaines had arrived in New 
Orleans, and was on my way to pay my respects to him when I met Major Clark, who requested me to 
ect a requisition from General Gaines, which he had left with the general the previous evening or the 
same morning. IT found General Gaines at lis quarters; he was unwell, and, after a little conversation, 
I asked him for the requisition left by Major Clark; le handed it to me and observed, very impressively, 
‘furnish everything which you are ordered to furnish.’ Commodore Dallas, of the navy, came in and I 
withdrew. I did not ask General Gaines about the furnishing the supplies. His remarks were applied 
both to Major Clark and myself.” | The —— produced paper No, 41, to show the quantity of certain 
supplies at Tampa Bay on the 31st March, 183 

Upon this point M: ajor Clark, assistant rier rmaster at New Orleans, with a promptness which does 
his heart and his sense of justice great honor, distinctly asserts, in an official letter to the Quartermaster 
General's office, written loug before this court was ordered, and without my solicitation or knowledge, 
that I directed him, on my return to New Orleans in the latter end of March, to forward promptly to 
Florida all the supplies that had been or might be required from this department. The court is particu- 
larly desired to examine the testimony of these two officers, Major Clark and Captain Morrison; compare 
their statements with the vague allegations upon which my aecuser relies, and mark how completely the 
plain simple statements of these most exemplary officers of the general staff disproves the hearsay stories 
upon which the charge of my accuser is based. By the testimony of these officers it will be seen that 
their efforts were unremitting to obtain and forward promptly every supply required. They were well 
aware of the probability that the war in Florida would be renewed. But even had it been otherwise— 
had they received official notice that a treaty of peace had been concluded, they understood their duty too 
well to relax in their efforts to forward supplies, as they well knew that troops must have their rations, 
and public horses their forage, in peace as well as in war; besides, they knew that a treaty of peace 
would create an additional call for subsistence, Inasmuch as it would impose on the United States the 
task of feeding some thousands of half-starved Indians of both sexes and all ages. 

Major Clark had been on duty in East Florida for several years subsequent to the year 1820; had 
superintended the construction of the military road from Fort B rooke to Fort King; had made himself well 
acquainted with the Indians, and with the topography of a considerable portion of the country they then 
occupied, My letter to the adjutant general, under a the 15th of January, 1836, now before the court, 
contains Major Clark’s estimate of the number of the Indians and blacks, which he deemed to be over 
2,000 warriors. His statement in reference to the accusation in question is as follows: 


‘ AssIsrantT QrvarTeRMAster’s Orricr, New Orleans, August 16, 1836. 


“Sir: Lhave this day seen a publication in the National Int ellis vencer of the 27th July, taken from 
the New York Star, on the subject of the campaign in East Florida. The writer, in speaking of the 
arrival of the army at Tampa Bay, says: ‘We there learned that the quartermaster at New Orleans, 
influenced by the representations made or caused (as it was said to be made by General Gaines that the 
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war was closed, had abstained from sending on provisions he had been ordered to forward from that 
place’ The whole of this part of his statement is incorrect. When or how he obtained this information 
I know not. General Gaines, on his return to New Orleans, told me to continue to send supplies, which 
was done promptly. Every exertion was made, both by myself and the assistant commissary, to obtain 
and forward the subsistence and forage required. There was great difliculty in obtaining hard bread, 
and every barrel that could be had was immediately shipped. 

“On the 31st of March the assistant commissary at Fort Brooke forwarded a statement to the 
assistant commissary at New Orleans of the supphes on hand: 216,750 rations of meat, 804,423 rations of 
bread and flour, and the small rations in proportion; at this time there were two vessels on the way 
Jaden with subsistence and forage, and the bills of lading show that they were received on the 6th of April 
in good condition, Now, it appears the army arrived at Tampa Bay the 3d, 4th, and 5th April, and 
remained but a few days before they took their departure, and IT cannot conceive where was the scarcity 
of provisions, unless it was in the hard bread; this was unavoidable, for it could not be obtained; that 
is, the quantity required, 

“My object in making this statement is to correct the error that General Gaines had in any way 
contributed to the withholding supplies from the army in Florida; also to show that there was no cessa- 
tion on the part of the Commissary or myself in procuring and forwarding the supplies at the earliest 
period possible. The proofs of this are contained in my list of shipments now at Washington. 

“T have the honor to be, sir, with high respect, your obedient servant, 
“J. CLARK, Assistant VQuartermaster. 

“Major T. Cross, Acting Quartermaster General, Washington.” 


General Scott has urged, as among the causes of the failure of his campaign, the necessity of replacing 
the subsistence drawn from Fort Drane by General Gaines, and of providing for a larger force than 
was expected there; and has desired the court to remember who took from Tampa Bay the means of 
transportation which were there carly in February, and what prevented the arrival of new means from 
New Orleans. 

I remark that the subsistence drawn by me from Fort Drane, previous to the arrival of General Scott, 
was something less than 12,000 rations. By General Scott’s letter of the 9th of March to the adjutant 
general it will be seen that the ordinary bageage-train of General Clinch conveyed in one single trip 
from Picolata to Fort Drane 17,497 rations of bread and flour, and 11,000 rations of pork, besides a 
quantity of beans, coffee, &c. The court will perceive that, with the beef-cattle at Fort Drane, (of which 
the principal part of the meat ration was composed,) this supply of 17,000 rations and upwards of bread 
and flour, nearly twice replaced the whole amount ot supplies drawn by my troops, and that this was 
done not by the transportation ordered into the country or provided by General Scott, but by a single 
expedition of the wagon train of General Clinch, which had been despatched from Fort Drane, and had 
arrived at Picolata on the 2d of March, the day on which my express of the 29th of February was 
received by General Scott. This wagon train was detained unnecessarily until the 6th of March, and 
was then four days in removing to Fort Drane, although a movement of the same extent in the summer, 
the rainy season of the year, was effected some weeks afterwards by Colonel, then Major, Pierce in two 
days’ time. As to the necessity of providing for more force than was expected, this can in no manner be 
alleged by General Scott as an evil; for, by his letter of the 6th of March, he admits the necessity of a 
part of that force to complete the right wing, (owing to the defection of the Georgia troops,) and if the 
force was larger than was desired on account of supplies, he had it entirely in his power to relieve the 
commissariat by detaching as much to Picolata as he pleased, or dismissing the whole of it if he thought 
necessary. But he retained the whole of it, merging it into the right wing, and taking it with him on his 
march to Tampa. There is a disingenuity in the allusion of my having taken the transportation from 


Tampa in the argument of General Scott; for he would have the court infer that it operated to the disad- 


vantage of the movements of the right wing, whereas, whatever that transportation was, it was at his 
own disposal after it reached Fort Drane, and necessarily became a part of the transportation of the 
right wing; so that, while the general had it entirely in his power to diminish the force ad libitum at Fort 
Drane by discharging the surplus, he was actually in the use of all the transportation taken by me, not 
only from Tampa, but from New Orleans. From Tampa Bay I did indeed take but one single horse-cart, 
and I believe one horse and one mule of public property, not placed there by General Scott, and perhaps 
8 or 10 Indian ponies. The principal part of my transportation was procured by myself at New Orleans, 
and General Scott not only had as much or as little of my foree as suited his own pleasure, but he had 
all my transportation at Fort Drane. General Scott admonishes the court to remember what prevented 
the arrival at Tampa of new means of transportation from New Orleans, alluding to the testimony of 
Lieutenant Morris; and here is the same disingenuity; for, had the city of New Orleans itself been at 
Tampa Bay at the time of the movement of the right wing, it could not have aided the operations of that 
wing in its attempts upon the cove in its downward march to Tampa. That this movement was neces- 
sarily and absolutely independent of Tampa is too plain to require proof. But even if it had depended 
upon Tampa, all of the quartermaster’s and commissary’s stores, as seen by the letter of Major Clark, 
were there; and these were all that the government had any control over, all that could have been or 
were ordered there, all that were at all necessary for the campaign. The only stores not there, even 
admitting the testimony of Lieutenant Morris, were some sutler’s stores, ere articles of convenience or 
comfort in a permanent garrison—such as tobacco and herring, and sometimes cheese and bacon and 
crackers; articles that could not hive been earried on the campaign, if for no other reason than the want 
of transportation. It would have been strange, indeed, to have thrown out of the wagons the substantial 
and necessary articles of pork and flour, and supplied their places with herring and tobacco, On this head, 
however, I have another remark, that Mr. Morris, the writer of the letter to Lieutenant Morris, in which 
was enclosed the scrap of a newspaper containing a report that the war was ended, and assigning this 
as a reason for not sending the herring and tobacco, was not a sutler, and was not in any manner bound 
to furnish those little comforts. He was a New Orleans merchant, and in the business of turning a penny 
by sutling, was an intruder, or, to use the more forcible language of General Scott, he was an “ interloper.” 
[Upon the sabject of means of transportation at Tampa, see the testimony of Lieutenant Morris, by which 
it is obvious there was near ten times more public means of transportation brought to that place by me, 
and by order of Major Belton, for my use, than was there upon my arrival. | 

Question by General Gaines to Lieutenant Morris. General Scott having charged that General Gaines 
took the public transportation from Tampa Bay, to the disadvantage of the movement of Colonel Lindsay, 
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the witness is desired to state what amount of transportation was taken by General Gaines ; also, 
whether it was or was not replaced by Licutenant Casey ; when Licutenant Casey arrived at Tampa ; 
what amount of transportation he brought ; whether Colonel Lindsay had the benefit of that transporta- 
tion, and by whose order; when and where, so far as witness knows or believes, Licutenant Casey was 
sent for said transportation. 

“ Answer. There were only four or five indifferent horses taken by General Gaines that belonged 
to the post, besides the number that was directed to be sent by him from New Orleans. It is proper to state 
that there were 60 horses sent at first ; but, from disease and rough weather at sea, five or six died, 
and some of the others were in a poor condition for service. Lieutenant Casey, the acting quartermaster 
at Tampa Bay, had been sent, | suppose by order of the commanding officer, to Middle Florida, (‘Talla- 
hassee,) to procure means of transportation for General Gaines’s army, which was expected to arrive 
soon. The transportation, 6 or 8 teams complete, arrived a short time after General Gaines’s departure 
with his force from Tampa Bay. This transportation was put in requisition by Colonel Lindsay, after he 
arrived there, and found the principal transportation of his column. To the best of my recollection 
there were 42 or 48 horses or mules, which formed the teams for the wagons arrived from St. Mark’s. 

* @uestion by General Gaines. Was it known at Tampa Bay, at the time Lieutenant Casey was sent 
for transportation, that any other troops were expected at Tampa Bay than those taken there by General 
Gaines 7 

“ Answer. I knew of no other, and I believe it was not known there that Colonel Lindsay’s or any 
other troops were expected to arrive at that time. 

“ Wuestion by General Gaines to Captain Drane. Please state what reason you had, if any, after 
returning with the right wing of the Florida army to Fort Drane, for believing that the families of the 
Indians were still in the cove, and whether any doubt remained on your mind as to their being there in 
March and April last ? 

“ Answer. The night before the right wing of the army crossed the Big Withlacoochee, returning, I 
was called, at 12 o’clock at night, by Major Cooper, who was the officer of the day, to listen to the talk of 
both Indians and negroes, on the north bank of the Big Withlacoochee. The next morning the army 
had marched but about one half mile, when we crossed a trail of Indians coming out of a swamp ; 
passing to the south, a little further on, about 200 or 800 yards, we discovered a trail leading into the 
swamp ; the trails were evidently fresh, and made that snmorning. The second day after crossing the 
Little Withlacoochee on the route to Fort King, the army crossed several small trails, some leading to the 
cove and some to the west ; those west leading into Wahoo swamp, or that direction. The day following 
the day we marched to Fort King, our left flank was attacked by a small party of Indians that soon fled 
also in the direetion of the Wahoo swamp or Withlacoochee. On our arrival at Fort King, we were there 
informed that Billy Emathla’s wife and one other squaw, I believe her sister, had been captured during 
the absence of the army from Fort Drane, and taken off by the hostile Indians. Some days after the army 
arrived at Fort Drane, Billy Emathla’s wife made her escape and returned to the right of the army to her 
husband. J had several conversations with her through the interpreter. She informed me that the Indians 
had not moved from the Wahoo swamp and the cove on the Withlacoochee—that their women and 
children were still there ; there they had planted their grounds ; that the crops were very fine. She 
described the corn and rice as being about afoot high. She stated that, in her opinion, they would have 
a better crop than they ever had. 1 inquired of her if the Indians had moved their families from there at 
any time during the war. She informed me that they had not. She there had a conversation with 
Powell, who advised her to quit her husband and join the Mickasukies, and not return back to the 
white people ; that his men had whipped all the white men, and driven them out of the country, and 
then they had gone home ; that he then meant to assemble his warriors and drive the pale faces from 
Fort King ; and then he would go to Fort Drane and drive them away from there, where they would get 
a large supply of ammunition, and they then would drive all the Alachuas (meaning volunteers) out of 
the country, as far as the Suwanee ; and then that they would have all the country from the Suwanee, 
south, to themselves. She informed me that she had heard Powell repeatedly say, during the time she 
was in captivity, that he never would make peace with the white man. The above are the reasons why 
I have never had a doubt that the Indians had never quitted the cove or the strongholds on the Withla- 
coochee. After the army had returned to the Withlacoochee with General Gaines, I was sent to Oaklands, 
five cr six miles miles northeast from Fort Drane, where I remained until General Scott arrived. During 
the time I occupied that post with my command, and afew days after Lreturned from the Withlacoochee, 
very frequent signs of Indians were discovered on the plantation of Colonel John McIntosh, and crossing 
the main road leadine to Micanopy. I had frequently seen fires on the opposite side of Orange lake 
during this period, and I felt satisfied they were Indian fires. 

“The Indian women spoken of in this account were captured during the time the army was absent 
on its march from Fort Drane to Fort Brooke. They returned from captivity after the army arrived at 
Fort Drane from Fort Brooke. 

“ Muestion by General Gaines to General Smith. To what extent was the cove swamp penctrated by 
General Scott in March or April, 1836, and was the search for the Indians by him sutlicient to enable 
hin to pronounce upon the position of the Indians or their families 7 

“ Answer. On the 380th March General Scott left all the baggage under the charge of Major Wilson, 
and a detachment at, what I presume, may be called the entrance of the cove. We marched without 
the baggave that afternoon probably abouc four and a half miles. Next morning we crossed the foot over 
avery deep and difficult bog which was in front of our encampment. The right column, which was 
under my command, attacked a small party of Indians that were in front, and pursued them three or 
four miles, to the utmost extent of the pursuit. Part of the column had arrived, by taking a direction on 
the banks of the river; the other part, with which I was myself, was pursuing the trail down through 
the woods to the right, when one of General Clinch’s staff brought an order for us to return. We then 
retraced our steps to where the bagzage was, and the next morning teok up our march round the outside 
of the cove, and, after leaving Major Cooper with his battalion towards the southern extremity of it, we 
went to Tampa Bay. The furthest extent to which the cove was penetrated was by the party which I 
commanded, Both the columns that entered the cove met in the cove altogether about 120 or 130 Indians. 
We had lost all trace of the Indians in the cove before we were recalled. We were on an old path, but 
we had lost all trace of the particular party we were pursuing. 

“(Wuestion by the same to the same. What is the opinion of the witness as to the location of the Indian 
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families in March and April; and does the witness know whether they had or had not gone down to Pease 
creek ? 

“Answer: I have no idea of where they were at that time. They could not have been on Pease creek, 
unless, possibly, at the very head of it—a point beyond which I went. I do not think there was any 
large body of Indians on Pease creek, as I ascended it with only 140 men, and the Indians would have 
known of our approach. We crossed two considerable trails leading to the south, but they must have 
been two or three months old.”* 

I have stated that the proper time and place for Major General Scott to enter upon the command of 
the forces under me, in that part of my department which formed the theatre of the war, was the precise 
time and place of his arrival in person at the position occupied by the force actively engaged under me 
at that position; because, until the moment of his arrival at my position, every duty and every responsi- 
bility necessarily rested with me, and therefore it was proper that I should be governed in my movements 
and measures by the movements of the enemy, with a view to the immediate protection of the frontier 
and to subdue the enemy, or to hold them in check until the arrival of additional force and supplies. 
This view of the subject is based upon a principle which has from time immemorial governed the interior 
and exterior police of the armies of the most enlightened nations of the world during a state of war— 
a principle, therefore, strictly applicable to a state of war. Take, for example, a picket-guard or a small 
outpost near the enemy: who ever heard of the commander of either being relieved otherwise than upon 
the personal appearance of the officer authorized to take command? At a post or in a department where 
there are several officers on duty, the commander may be relieved in time of war by a special order 
directing him, on the receipt of such order, to turn over his command to a particular officer near him, or 
to his next in rank; but, without some such special authority, the officer to be relieved would remain in 
command, if near the enemy, until the new commander arrives in person at the position occupied by the 
principal force employed near the enemy. 

I have sought in vain for a case tending to justify or excuse the pretension of a right on the part of 
General Scott to assume the command of any part of the forces of my department upon the theatre of the 
war, whether with me in the field or otherwise, previous to his arrival within the limits of my department 
and at the spot where the troops were employed in an active campaign against the enemy. Ihave, on the con- 
trary, found many cases tending to establish the principle for which I contend, and upon which I acted, 
to one of the strongest of which Ihave desired and again desire the attention of the court. I allude to 
the case connected with the battle of Vimera, in Portugal, fought in August, 1808, between the British 
army, under Sir Arthur Wellesley, and the French, under General Junot. 

After Sir Arthur embarked at Cork, in Ireland, with an army of ten thousand men, for the 
Peninsula, General Sir Harry Burrard Neale, senior in rank to Sir Arthur, was ordered to take command 
of the forces proceeding to Spain, of which Sir Arthur’s division formed a part. About the same time 
General Sir Hugh Dalrymple, then at Gibraltar, received orders to take command of whatever British 
forces he should find in Portugal. Sir Arthur, on arriving near the coast of Portugal, learned that 
General Junot with a French army of 14,000 men was in the vicinity of Vimera ; whereupon the British 
army under Sir Arthur landed and was soon after attacked by the French. A severe conflict ensued. — It 
so happened that during the battle General Neale arrived at Vimera ; he immediately sent an officer of 
his staff to the field of battle in sight of Vimera to announce his arrival to Sir Arthur, notifying him, 
however, that he was expected to continue his operations against the enemy according to his own plan. 
The battle continued for some hours. Previous to its termination, General Sir Hugh Dalrymple arrived 
at Vimera. He also announced his arrival to Sir Arthur, who was again notified by a superior that he, 
Sir Arthur, would continue his operations according to his own original plan until the battle should be 
over, The French army was ultimately beaten, and was seen by General Dalrymple retiring rapidly in a 


* Note sy Masor GENERAL GAINES.—General Scott has labored very diligently to show that the Indians removed their 
families and dispersed themselves from the cove of the Withlacoochee in March, and has attributed the supposed movement 
to me. He formally reported his opinions to the War Department on the 30th of April, and bas urged the same considerations 
before the court of inquiry, but without introducing any evidence upon the subject. He has quoted his own letters containing 
his opinions, and asks, very significantly, how he is to account for not finding, three weeks after General Gaines left the 
Withlacoochee, any considerable body of the enemy, on any other supposition than that of their dispersion. 

The difficulty is very easily solved : and, since General Scott has suggested it in connexion with the effects of my move- 
ment, I have thought proper to place on your record the testimony necessary for the purposes of explanation; and the answer 
to the general's inquiry may be embraced in a single sentence: he did not find the enemy because he did not go where the 
enemy was to be found. The testimony of Captain Drane and Lieutenant Mitchell has shown that Major General Scott pene- 
trated the cove but two and a half miles, about four miles from the crossing of the river, although Captain Drane, who has 
been many years in that country and is well acquainted with it, has told you that the cove is fifteen or twenty miles in extent. It 
has a circumference of not less than forty, perhaps fifty, miles. And this celebrated spot—the known and acknowledged stronghold 
of the enemy, the object of all General Scott’s plans, the theme of his public letters and reports—was penetrated but the short 
distance of two and a half miles, when the pursuit was strangely abandoned while a portion of the enemy was in view; and 
the remainder of the march was conducted in the open country, for many miles adjacent to this celebrated hammock, to Fort 
Cooper, where a useless post was established and supplied with seventeen or eighteen days’ provisions for three or four hun- 
dred men, instead of penetrating the hammock with that supply of provision and searching for the enemy. In connexion 
with this subject, I will observe that, if General Scott thought the force was too large in the right wing, he should have left 
a portion of it at Fort Drane, more especially if he was not able to supply it with provisions. Again, General Scott took with 
him all the transportation he had at Fort Drane, leaving still some supplies in depot at Fort Drane. Now, this transportation 
was more than all he had ordered into the country, not only by the addition of that possessed by General Clinch, but by that 
taken to Fort Drane by myself; so that, if his force was out of proportion large, he could have left a portion of it, and then have 
moved on the Withlacoochee better provided, in every respect, than it was possible for him to be independent of my move- 
ment; yet, with all these advantages of men and means, he only penetrated the swamp two and a half miles, proceeded to 
Tampa Bay, and there reported to the War Department that he had peuetrated the cove to its head, as he thought; and now 
insists upon it, as a matter clearly ascertained, that the Indians had dispersed. I repeat, in answer to his question why he 
did not tind the enemy, it was because he did not go where they were. They were in the cove. A body of some 250 was 
actually found at the edge of it by General Scott; and after he left Fort Cooper, that post was assailed by Indians from the 
cove for some seventeen days in succession. 

On the return march from ‘Tampa to Fort Drane, Fort Cooper was absorbed, and the march was thence conducted into 
the Tampa and Fort King road; in passing to which Captain Drane testifies that the southern edge of the hammock was 
traversed for a short distance, but the great cove itself was not penetrated. 

In this march from Tampa, it might be readily supposed one select corps could have been organized of the three divisions 
at Tampa, leaving the remainder at Fort Brooke, and, with the whole of the transportation, this corps of choice troops might 
have been amply provided for an examination of at least a week or ten days in the cove; but no, the divisions returned as 
they went, and the great cove, as if avoided with special care, was passed on the west in going down and on the east in return- 
ing, and, without examination, the Ludians were ofticially reported to have dispersed. 


E. P. GAINES. 


ad “is Re 
VOL. VII deo e 





418 MILITARY AFFAIRS. LNo. 738. 


direction towards Torres de Vidras. On making this discovery, General Dalrymple sent his aide to desire 
Sir Arthur to give up the pursnit and return with his army to Vimera, Sir Arthur remonstrated, and 
insisted upon the propricty of pursuing and capturing the remnants of the French army as an essential 
part of his original plan. General Dalrymple persisted in recalling the victorious army, and sent a 
peremptory order to Sir Arthur requiring him to retrace his steps to Vimera. He eomplied. But the 
his reir movement Was soon demonstrated by the arrival of a flag of truce, with a 


‘reat error of this retrograde 
proposition from the French commander to capitulate on condition that his army should be conveyed by 


British transports to France as prisoners of war on parole. 

This capitulation was arranged at Cintra, and it was termed “ The Convention of Cintra.” From the 
proceedings of a board of inquiry, consisting of several general officers, ito the operations at Vimera 
which led to the a elaiapne of Cintra, there is no evidence of any effort by cither of the general officers 
ordered to command : ‘forees under Sir Arthur Wellesley to assume or exercise any command whatever 
until their arrival at Vimera: and even then they both successively deemed it to be their duty to abstain 
from taking seats until the pending battle should be terminated, And ie Dalrymple was 
censured for his interfercuce before the pursuit and capture of the enemy were completed. 

Had either of those general officers halted trom six! vy to ninety miles from the theatre of the war in 
which Sir Arthur was engaged, it is not to be belie ved that any respect would have been paid to their 
orders, nor is it probable that the British government would have tolerated so irregular and inefficient a 
measure. Suppose, sir, that either of those senior commanders had sat still at the very secure post of 
Gibraltar and had taken measures to withhold from Sir Arthur Wellesley’s army their proper supplies 
of subsistence, and had thus attempted to starve that gallant army out of its position at Vimera, would 
it not have brought the anthor of so atrocious an outrage to a volley of ball cartridges? Yes, sir: even 
in the monarchieal and aristocratic government of Eneland, where favoritism has its all-powerful sway, | 
venture to affirm that such an outrage on the part of any officer in the British army or navy would have 
cost him his life; and the ministry that would have sanctioned or connived at such an outrage would 
have been promptly hurled from power. 

[ thank the court for the patient hearing which they have given me. 


EDMUND P. GAINES, Iajor General U.S. Ariny by brevet. 
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DOCUMENTS IN THE CASE OF GENERAL GAINES. 
No, 1, 


RQ 


Heapvevarrers Wesrern Deparrment, Vew Orleans, January 15, 1836. 


Gexerat: T do myself the honor to report, for the information of the proper authorities, that having 
met, on my arrival at this city yesterday, the bad news of the defeat and massacre of Major Dade, with 
a detachment of United States troops, consisting of cight officers and nearly one hundred non-commis- 
sioned officers and soldiers, by the Seminole Indians, near Tampa Bay, East Florida; and having reason 
to apprehend that the troops at Fort Brooke, with those which this sad disaster must speedily draw 
towards that post, will need more arms, ammunition, and subsistence, with axes and other tools, than the 
supply now there will afford, IT have considered it to be my duty to order, and have therefore ordered, the 
articles specified in the requisitions of which I enclose herewith copies, (marked .A, B, and C,) to be 
obtained and forwarded thither forthwith. 
that no time should Le lost in applying to these red and black savages the last 
and obvious means of correction, and not doubting but that the 6th and part of the Ist and Tth regiments 
of intantry will very soon be ordered, by the way of this city, to East Florida, to co-operate with the dis- 
posable companies of United States artillery and territorial volunteers in the arrest or destruction of 
those Indians and brigands, before the dry weather of winter shall pass away and the rains of spring 
and summer cover the swamps and flats that surround them with water; and believing that the forces to 
which I have alluded will not be able to arrest or punish a people so nearly amphibious as these savages 
are, without the aid of some naval force, with gunboats, to co-operate with the troops along the sea-coast 

Florida, I shall, by the first conveyance, request the commander of the naval station at Pensacola to 
furnish such force and boats as he may feel authorized to order on that service, 

Some experience and much reflection have convinced me that the only sure means of terminating 
speedily and effectually all difficulties with these savages will be to march an army of at least four 
thousand men along the sea-coast, to which they usually take refuge, to be flanked and supported by the 
proposed naval force, whose aid will be necessary in crossing inlets, creeks, bays, lakes, and ponds, with 
which the whole of that sea-coast abounds, and in sconring the tangled thicket-woods and deep swamps 
into which the enemy would escape and be secure against any force that we would employ on /and, 
unaided by naval force; whereas, by the proposed co-operation of land and naval force, we should not 
fail to take or destroy most of them, and certainly take or destroy their boats and the boats of their 
allies, the fishermen and other stragglers and idlers from the Island of Cuba, from whom, there is reason 
to believe, these Indians obtain supplies of ammunition and subsistence. We should thus cut off this 


Convinced, as I am, 


source of supply and of escape, and we should thus force them to sue for peace. 

Their number of fighting men cannot, Tam convinced, be less than two thousand four hundred, Our 
excellent quartermaster, Major Clark, who spent several years near them and often surrounded by them, 
deems their force to be between two thousand and two thousand five hundred; recent accounts state their 
number at near three thousand; but, if they have not more than two thousand, it would be imprudent to 
send in pursuit of them, in a country so perfectly known to them and so little known to our troops, and, 
tnoreover, a country affording them peculiar natural advantages, which might often enable them, with 
inferior numbers and inferior prowess, to overcome and destroy our troops. Indeed, Colonel Twiggs, 
who has had the means of appreciating the character of the country, as well as that of the ene my, concurs 
with me in the opinion that a /and force of ten thousand men would find it extremely difficult to take or 
destroy this enemy, contemptible as it is deemed to be, without the co-operation of naval foree. 

All which is most respectfully submitted for the information of the proper authorities. 

EDMUND P. GAINES, Major General, Commanding. 


The ADJUTANT of tne United Slatés Arn Y, Was hingion, D.C. 
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Requisition for ordnance and ordnance stores for the year 1836. 


fe Be ae ipansaeas iansaaee. eee 
his Dos ee net aw ceewenms eae Kale ey Eee rere eee or 3, 000 
Cartridges, canister shot, fixed, for 6-pounders.......... 00.000 cc eee ence 2, 000 
Sticks portfire ..... ere TT eee ee ee ee re eee ee ee ere ee D0 
Pounds slowmatch .............. SE CO ee TOTES OT ee Te Te 100 
Cartridges, grape shot, fixed, for 6-pounders...... Te eee pewedcou wads 200 
IR bis ai ae ah eka edo Roe RAN ewedy os eE> os Pee ere Terre. yee 


This requisition is rendered necessary in consequence of the Seminole Indians and blacks having 
commenced war in the Territory of Florida, and having recently cut off a considerable force under Major 
Dade, 4th infantry. Immediate concentration of force at Fort Brooke, Tampa Bay, is necessary, and for 
which force these supplies will be required. 

EDMUND P. GAINES, Major General, Commanding. 


Wrapquarters Western Department, New Orleans, January 15, 1836. 
The acting ordnance officer at Baton Rouge arsenal will issue and deliver to Lieutenant Myers the 
ordnance stores embraced in the above requisition. 
EDMUND P. GAINES, Major General, Commanding. 


40,000 rations pork, equal 150 barrels; 40,000 rations flour, equal 235 barrels; 40,000 rations beans, 
equal 26 barrels; 40,000 rations candles, equal 2 barrels; 40,000 rations soap, equal 9 barrels; 40,000 
rations salt, equal 7 barrels; 40,000 rations vinegar, equal 15 barrels; 40,000 rations sugar, equal 16 
barrels; 40,000 rations coffee, equal 10 barrels: total, 468 barrels. 


New Orveans, January 16, 1836. 
The above articles of subsistence stores will be required to complete the loading of the transport 
destined for Fort Brooke, Tampa Bay. 
P. MORRISON, First Lieutenant 4th Infantry, A. CLS. 


Special requisition on the ouarterinaster’s department, 


For 200 pounds 10d nails; 200 pounds double 10d nails; 200 pounds 8d nails; 200 pounds 4d nails; 
6 broadaxes; 200 felling axes; 100 picks or grubbing hoes, with an axe one side; 25 augers, assorted; 
12 crosscut saws; 200 pounds oakum; 2 dozen gimlets, assorted; 4 grindstones, common size; 50 
hatchets; 400 pounds spikes, wrought, for building boats; 200 spades; 12 handsaws; 20 coils (inch 
diameter) rope; 2 dozen whipsaws; 2 dozen whipsaw files; 6 dozen handsaw files; 3 dozen crosscut 
files; 2 dozen iron wedges; 2 dozen iron froes; 6 adzes; 6 hammers; 1 set blacksmith’s tools, screw-plate, 
&e.; 4 sets caiking irons; 300 pounds iron, bar; 200 pounds rods for bolts, 7 inch thick. 


I certify that the above requisition is correct, and that the articles specified are absolutely requisite 
for the public service, rendered so by the following circumstances: The Seminole Indians and blacks 
having commenced war in the Territory of Florida, and having recently cut off a considerable force under 
Major Dade, 4th infantry. Immediate concentration of force at Tampa Bay, Fort Brooke, is necessary, 
and for which these supplies will be required. 

EDMUND P. GAINES, Major General, Commanding. 


The quartermaster will issue the articles specified in the above requisition. 
EDMUND P. GAINES, Major General, Commanding. 


Received, New Orleans, January, 1856, of Major J. Clarke, assistant quartermaster United States 
army, two hundred pounds 10d nails; two hundred pounds double 10d nails; two hundred pounds 8d 
nails; two hundred pounds 4d nails; six broadaxes; two hundred felling axes; two hundred spades; one 
hundred picks or grubbing hoes; twenty-five augers, assorted; two dozen gimlets, assorted; twelve cross- 
cut saws; twelve handsaws; twenty coils of inch rope; two dozen whipsaws; six dozen whipsaw files; 
six dozen handsaw files; three dozen crosscut files; two dozen iron wedges; two dozen iron troes; four 
grindstones; fifty hatchets; four hundred pounds spikes; two hundred pounds of oakum; six adzes; six 
hammers; one set blacksmith’s tools; four sets calking irons; three hundred pounds of iron, bar; two 
hundred pounds rod # inch thick. 

In full of the above requisitions. 
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No. 5. 


Hrapquarters Western DerartmMent, New Orleans, January 15, 1836. 

Siz: Being convinced, from the published reports of the late sanguinary conflicts in Kast Florida 
between the United States troops and the Seminole Indians, that an immediate concentration in that 
quarter of additional force is necessary for the prompt punishment which the habitual faithlessness and 
inveterate hostility of those brigand tribes merit, Lam sure I shall but anticipate the wishes of the President 
of the United States by soliciting the services of a few corps of the high-minded and chivalric volunteers 
of Louisiana. I have, therefore, respectfully to request your excellency to give orders authorizing a 
regimeat of eight companies of riflemen and infantry, or of either of these arms, to hold themselves in 
readiness to assemble, at a moment’s warning, at this city, for embarkation from hence to Fort Brooke, 
near Tampa Bay. 

The United States quartermaster and assistant commissary of subsistence will be ordered to have in 
readiness at this city arms, ammunition, and subsistence, and camp cquipage, hospital and medical stores, 
and medical attendance for the volunteers, who will be expected to provide themselves with a supply of 
clothing. 

Very respectfully, &c., 
EDMUND P. GAINES, Wajor General, Commanding. 


His Exeellency E. D. Wire, Governor of Louisiana. 


No. 6. 
SPECIAL ORDER. 


Weapquarters Western Department, New Orleans, January 16, 1836. 
The assistant commissary of subsistence at New Orleans will obtain and deliver to Lieutenant Myers, 
of the 4th regiment of infantry, forty thousand complete rations of provisions, to be forwarded to Fort 


Brooke, East Florida, forthwith. 


EDMUND P. GAINES, Major General, Commanding. 


No. 7. 
SPECIAL ORDER. 


Hrapaqvarters Western Departurnt, New Orleans, January 16, 1836. 

1. Lieutenant A. C. Myers, of the 4th infantry, will repair to Baton Rouge, and receive from the 
ordnance officer at that post the arms and ordnance stores specified in my requisition of yesterday’s date, 
which supplies he will have shipped to this city and placed on board the transports to be furnished by the 
United States quartermaster, with the subsistence and tools required for Fort Brooke, Tampa Bay; which 
supplies will be receipted for, and be in charge of Lieutenant Myers, and be delivered by him to the 
commandant of Fort Brooke. 

2. To guard against accidents, Lieutenant Colonel Foster will furnish Lieutenant Myers with a non- 
commissioned officer and twenty sober men to accompany him for the protection of the vessel and military 
stores ordered to Fort Brooke. 


EDMUND P. GAINES, Major General, Commanding. 


NO. 


ORDER No. 4. 


ffrapquarters Western Department, Mobile, Alabama, January 18, 1836. 


Captain Ethan A. Hitchcock is hereby appointed to act as assistant adjutant general. He will accom- 
pany the general to Pensacola, and thence on his intended visit of inspection in Florida and Louisiana. 
EDMUND P. GAINES, Major General, Commanding. 





No. 9. 
SPECIAL ORDERS No. 5. 


Heapquarters Western Department, Mobile, Alabama, January 18, 1836. 
1. Lieutenant Colonel D. E. Twiggs will receive and cause to be mustered into the service of the 
United States the corps of Louisiana volunteers requested of his excellency the governor on the 15th 
instant, and have them supplied with arms, ammunition, and camp equipage, with a supply of subsistence 


sufficient for two months’ issue. ; 
9. To the Louisiana volunteers, or to such four companies of them as may be first ready for service, 
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Lieutenant Colonel Twiggs will add such regular force as may have arrived at New Orleans previous to 
the time the volunteers shall receive their supplies, together with such of the 4th regiment of infantry at 
Baton Rouge and New Orleans as in his judgment can be considered disposable; with which force he will 
embark on board the most serviceable vessel he can select for the contemplated voyage and peculiar 
service in view, and repair to Tampa Bay, where he will report to and co-operate with Brigadier General 
Clinch or the officer commanding the present expedition against the Seminole Indians. 

3, Should an immediate communication with the main force now in Florida prove to be impracticable, 
Lieutenant Colonel Twiggs will in that case take command of such other force as he may find disposable 
at Tampa Bay, and arrange with the commander of such naval force as he shall find in that quarter a plan 
of co-operation for the immediate arrest or destruction (in case of resistance) of all the Indian warriors 
and colored fishermen found in Kast Florida, with such as may be seen hovering upon the Florida coast 
without permission. ; 

4, The Louisiana volunteers will be mustered by Lieutenant Buchanan. 

EDMUND P. GAINES, Major General, Commanding. 





Iinapquarters Western Department, D’ensacola, January 25, 1836. 

Generat: I have the honor to report, for the information of the proper authorities, that, in pursuance 
of my intention suggested in my letter to you under date of the 15th of this month from New Orleans, I 
proceeded, by the way of Mobile, to this place, where I had the satisfaction to learn that Commodore 
Dallas, at Key West, and Commodore Bolton, at the navy yard here, had, with the promptitude, zeal, and 
judgment for which they have been long and justly distinguished, ordered to Tampa Bay all the force 
which they deemed it practicable to dispose of, for the Gesired co-operation with the troops in that quarter, 
of which I doubt not the Navy Department has been duly advised. These timely aids, added to the force 
which Lieutenant Colonel Twiges is now collecting together for that service, with the 6th regiment of 
infantry, which I trust will have been ordered by the gencral-in-chief in time to reach New Orleans 
between the Ist and 5th of February, (next month,) will, I am convinced, be sufficient, with the force 
which General Clinch has a right to calculate on from the Atlantic posts south of New York, inclusively, 
to take or destroy the enemy in the course of a few days after the concentration of the forces above 
referred to; possibly a month may he required for the accomplishment of this service. 

Having reason to believe that some volunteer companies of Louisiana were disposed to tender their 
services in the expedition to East Florida, I, on the 15th instant, requested his excellency Governor White 
to give orders authorizing a regiment, to consist of eight companies of riflemen and infantry, or of either 
of those arms, to hold themselves in readiness to assemble at a moment’s warning at New Orleans, for 
embarkation to Fort Brooke, Tampa Bay. On my way to this place, on meeting the news of the sudden 
abandonment and homeward rush of the Floridian militia from Brigadier General Clinch, just when he had 
most need of them to rush upon the enemy, I, on the 18th instant, issued my Special Orders No. 5, of 
which I send herewith a copy, directing Lieutenant Colonel Twiggs to receive in service the regiment of 
Louisiana volunteers, and to proceed with that and all other disposable force at and near New Orleans to 
Fort Brooke; te report to and co-operate with Brigadier General Clinch; and, with the aid of the naval 
force sent thither, to take or destroy (in case of resistance) the hostile Indian warriors, with all other 
colored men in East Florida, or found hovering on that coast without authority. 

1 very much regret to learn from Lieutenant Colonel Twiggs, under date of the 22d instant, that he 
has reason to apprehend there will be but few volunteers, and that his whole force of regulars will amount 
to not more than 140 fit for duty. Small as this force is, I shall direct it to proceed to Tampa, with as 
many of the companies of volunteers required as may be in readiness in the present week; not doubting 
but that the 6th infantry will follow as soon as practicable after it receives the anticipated orders to 
march. Should the ice have obstructed the navigation of the Mississippi even as far down as New 
Madrid, the regiment could march thither without heavy baggage in five or six days, where it would 
embark on board steamboats, there being always of late years some two or three (more or less) at or near the 
lower point of the obstructed section of the river. With such an obstruction, the regiment would arrive 
at New Orleans twelve days from the time it received marching orders; without the supposed probable 
obstruction, the movement would be accomplished in six or seven days after the receipt of marching orders 
at Jefferson Barracks. By suitable steamboats for the movement from New Orleans, the regiment, or 
any part of it deemed requisite to send to Tampa Bay, would be landed there in two and a half to 
three days. 

I shall repair immediately to New Ocleans, aud avail myself of every proper occasion in my power 
to meet faithfully all exigencies as they may occur, and to carry into effect whatever plans of operation 
the constituted authorities may see fit to direct for the defence of the country and for the interests and 
honor of the service, pursuant to the Constitution and laws of the land, and more especially in accordance 
with the oath under which I have often rendered our beloved country some service against enemies and 
opposers without and within her limits, as you and a few other honorable brethren in arms (who, thanks 
to our Heavenly Father, are yet spared from an untimely grave) can and will testify. Let me have men 
and means, with the authority uitherto allowed to officers of my grade and station in times of war or 
threatened war, and my life upon it T will not only soon inflict exemplary punishment on our too-much- 
despised red fee and his allies, but I will very soon put in a state of defence, for giving our old friends 
the French a warm reception, our excellent forts on this frontier—forts that are now without the means of 
defence—whilst every infantry company in my department may be, and shall be, if placed at my disposal, 
rendered equal in a few weeks time to our artillery companies. 

All which is most earnestly and most respecttally submitted, 

EDMUND P. GAINES, Uajor General, Commanding. 

Brig. Gen. Rocer Jones, Adjutant General. 
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No. a. 


Heapgvarrers Wesrern Departuent, New Orleans, February 2, 1836. 

Sir: With a view to an efficient co-operation of the forces now assembling in the northeast quarter of 
East Florida, under your command, with those ordered from this eity by water to Tampa Bay, against the 
Seminole Indians and their colored vassals and allies, | take much pleasure in advising you that a fine 
battalion of the chivalric volunteers of Louisiana, consisting of cight companies, headed by Adjutant 
General Smith, are engaged to embark to-morrow with the regular troops at this post, under the command 
of Colonel Twiges, on board the steamboats the Merchant, Captain Sinyler, and the Watchman, Captain 
Vincent. These forces, amounting to near seven hundred men, added to two hundred and fifty artillerists 
and marines now at Tampa, to be sustained by an efficient naval foree promptly furnished by Commodores 
Dallas and Bolton, for cutting off the enemy’s boats aud other means of escape to the islands on the coast, 
are intended to be in readiness at Fort Brooke, Tampa, by the 8th of the present month, to form a junction 
at or near that place with the force under your command, whenever and as soon as in your judgment your 
force shall be sufficient to justify the movement. 

In the interim I shall be governed by such information as I may receive at Tampa, or in my voyage 
thither, to effect the desired junction, and as soon as possible to operate against and take or destroy the 
eneniy. 

I advise you to move with great caution, fortifying your camp at night, and marching in open order 
during the day, so as to be always ready for action at a moment’s warning. A sufficient quantity of am- 
munition and provisions have been transported to Fort Brooke to divide with you until further supplies 
are received. 
With great respect, your cbedient servant, 
EDMUND BP. GAINES, Jajor General, Commanding. 


Brigadier General D. L. Crrxcn, or officer commanding Fort King, Florida. 


No. 12. 

SPECIAL ORDER No. 7. 

Heapquarrers Western Department, New Orleans, February 3, 1836. 

I, On the arrival at this city of the sixth United States infantry, or such part of that regiment as 

shall arrive within the present month, the commanding officer will detach therefrom a guard, to consist 

of an officer and twenty-four non-commissioned officers and men, to each of the following posts, viz: 

Forts Jackson, Wood, and Pike, and to Baton Rouge; and post one company at the barracks in this city, 

for the defence and protection of the said forts and posts, and to co-operate with the civil authorities in the 

maintenance of order. 

If. In the interim, and until these arrangements can be made, Major Clark, the quartermaster, will 

take measures for the preservation of the public property at the above-named posts, by the employment 
of suitable officers or citizens to be stationed there for that purpose. 


By order of Major General Gaines. 
GEORGE A. MeCALL, Aide-de-camp, Acting Assistant Adjutant. 


HEraApQuaARTERS, ON BOARD THE STEAMBOAT WATCHMAN, 
Lake Pontchartrain, 8 o'clock a. m., February 4, 1836. 


Str: I have the satisfaction to find that, in addition to the handsome battalion of Louisiana volunteers 
under Adjutant General Smith which you have had the goodness to raise, and, with the aid of the city 


authorities, supply with an outfit for the United States service, some other companies had yesterday offered 


their Services. 

In the absence of authentic information from the theatre of the border war in East Florida, and being 
satisfied, under existing circumstances, it is obviously more prudent and proper to have in the field a few 
companies, or even a battalion more, than to risk @ single soldier less than nay be deemed sufficient to take 
or destroy the brigand enemy in that quarter, and thus terminate the war speedily and effectually, [ can 
have no doubt of the propriety of requesting and accepting of two or three additional companies that have 


ry 
] 
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tad 
Ay 


so gallantly offered their services. 
In addition to the supplies mentioned in my letter of t 
to furnish these additional companies with knapsacks and blankets. 
T have the honor to be, with perfect respect, your obedient servant, 
EDMUND P. GAINES, Major General, Commanding. 


His Excellency E. D. Wrire, Governor of Louisiana, 


he 15th ultimo, I have directed the quarter- 


master 





No. 14, 


Apserant Genera’s Orrice, January 22, 1836. 
Sm: Your communication of the 5th instant is this day received and submitted to the general-in- 
chief; and I have the pleasure to inform you that your proposed tour to the southern and eastern portion 
of your command is approved 
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J am instructed to inform you, however, that the state of affairs west of the Mississippi may soon 
require your attention, if not presence, in that quarter; accordingly, you will be pleased to await orders 
and instructions in New Orleans. 

I herewith respectfully enclose “Order No. 7,” by which you will see that Major General Scott has 
been ordered to Florida. The turn which Indian affairs have recently taken in that quarter has required 
considerable drafts on the neighboring States for a volunteer and militia force, as well as an increase 
of the regular force drawn from the seaboard. 

As the operations against the Seminoles will oblige Major General Scott to cross the line of his 
command, authority is given to him to that effect by instructions from the Secretary of War. As soon as 
the state of things will permit, General Scott will order the troops back to their respective stations. 

I am, sir, with great respect, your obedient servant, 
R. JONES. 


Major General Gaines. 


Extract from a letter from the Secretary of War to General Scolt, dated January 21, 1836. 
“The line dividing your own depariinent from that of General Gaines is at present an imaginary 
one, and probably would, if run, actually pass through the scene of hostilities. You will pursue your 
operations, therefure, without regard to any such divisionary line.” 


No. Lo. 


Hrapquarrers Wesrern Deparrment, on board steamboat Watchman, Pensacola Bay, deb. 6, 1836. 


GeNeRAL: I have to acknowledge the honor of your letter of the 22d of last month, written, as I must 
infer, by order of the Secretary of War, (but upon this point you are not explicit,) which letter I met here 
this day, this vessel having been aground, and come in here to obtain fuel. . 

In your letter you refer to “Order No. 7;” no such order of the present year has been received 
by me. : 
teferring you, for the information of the proper authorities, to my letter written to you for their 
information, under date the 1l5th and 25th of last month, and more especially to the copy of my letter of 
the 2d instant to General Clinch, (reported also for the information of the Secretary of War and general- 
in-chief,) I have to state that 1 cannot consistently with my plan of co-operation with General Clinch, or 
with General Scott—if, indeed, he be the immediate commanding officer of the troops in the northeast 
border of East Florida—I cannot with propriety abandon the proposed expedition or co-operation until 
its results are known, or until I am authorized so to do at a time subsequent to the peculiar facts and 
circumstances of the case being known at Washington; for, in addition to the binding effect of my 
proposition to co-operate with the forces from that quarter, 1 have made a pledge to the governor and 
volunteers of Louisiana—a voluntary pledge—that | would not require this fine corps to go further than 
I myself would go, and that I would stand by them as long as they would stand by me in our contem- 
plated efforts to take or destroy our red and black enemy in East Florida. I cannot but hope that this 
may be accomplished before the state of affairs west of the Mississippi “may soon,’ as you intimate, 
“require my allention, if not my presence,” in that quarter, judging from the style of your letter upon this 
point, and that T shall arrive at New Orleans in time to receive any orders and execute any duties that 
mnay be assigned to me. 

In respect to the contents of the extract subjoined to your letter touching the “imaginary line” 
between the western and eastern departments, about which the honorable Secretary of War has again 
and again given himself so much trouble, that is a matter which I perfectly understand. The Rules and 
Articles of War, in accordance with which every responsible personage honored with the President's 
commission is presumed to act under the sanction of an oath and upon honor, make this matter quite 
plain, the long-continued intrigues of all who have written to mystify the subject to the contrary 
notwithstanding. 

All which is submitted with profound respect. 

EDMUND P. GAINES, Wajor General, Commanding. 

Adjutant General Jones, Washington City. + 


No. 16. 


ApguTant GENERAL'S Orricr, Washington, February 22, 1836. 

Sir: Your communication dated * Pensacola Bay, on board steamboat Watchman, February 6, 1836,” 
has this day been received and submitted to the Secretary of War and general-in-chief; and, in answer, I 
am directed to say it is expected that the Secretary of War's instructions to you, dated the 23d of 
January, have ere this been received, and that you will have proceeded, accordingly, to the western 
frontier of the State of Louisiana, there to assume the personal command of all the troops which are or 
may be employed in any part of the region adjoining the Mexican boundary. Lest the instructions 
herein referred to may not have reached you, the Secretary of War directs that a triplicate copy be now 
forwarded, and that on receiving this communication you will not delay your departure, but that you 
will be pleased to proceed immediately to the western frontier as herein required. 

I send copies of this communication to you at Fort King and Pensacola. 

I am, sir, with great respect, your obedient servant, 
R. JONES, Adjutant General. 
Major General Gaines, ort Brooke, Ploridu. 
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Hrapaquvarrers Western Department, ort Brooke, Florida, February 10, 1836. 

I. Captain E. A. Hitcheoek, of the Ist regiment of United States infantry, is hereby appointed to act 
as assistant Inspector general of the department. 

If. The troops at this post, consisting of A, B, G, and H companies of the 2d regiment of artillery, 
and A, B, E, G, UH, 1, and K companies of the 4th infantry, with the Louisiana volunteers, under Adjutant 
General Smith, will constitute a brigade, to be designated the “light brigade,” and will be commanded by 
Lieutenant Colonel D. E. Twiges, of the 4th regiment of infantry. 

III. Lieutenant J. Izard, of the dragoons, will perform the duties of brigade major, and will report to 
Colonel Twiggs accordingly. 

By order of Major General Gaines. 

GEORGE A. McCALL, Aide-de-camp, Acting Assistant Adjutant General, 


ORDER No. 6. 
Herapquarters, Fort Brooke, February 12, 1836. 
Brevet Majors H. Wilson and W. W. Lear, of the 4th infantry, senior captains on duty with their 
regiment, will do duty as field officers, during the absence of the colonel and lieutenant colonel on other 
service, or until otherwise directed; to take effect from the 10th instant. 
By order of Major General Gaines. 
GEORGE A. McCALL, Aide-de-camp, Acting Assistant Adjutant General. 


No. 19. 
SPECIAL ORDER No. 11. 


Herapavarrers, Mort Brooke, February 12, 1836. 
First Lieutenant S. McKenzie, of the 2d regiment of artillery, ordnance officer at this post, will issue, 
for the use of the friendly Indians who have volunteered their services, seventy-three rifles, seventeen 
wipers and drivers, and ten bullet-moulds, to be returned when their services on the campaign shall be 
dispensed with. 
By order of Major General Gaines. 
GEORGE A. McCALL, Aide-de-camp, Acting Assistant Adjutant General. 


No. 20. 
SPECIAL ORDER No. 12. 


Heapgearters Western Departuent, Fort Brooke, February 13, 1836. 
Lieutenant McKenzie, ordnance officer, will issue to Captain Benjamin Hallett, of the Indian depart- 
ment, fifty muskets and one keg of powder, taking the proper receipts for the same. 
By order of Major General Gaines. 
GEORGE A. McCALL, Atde-de-camp, Acting Assistant Adjutant General. 


Heapguarrers Western Devartuent, Fort Aing, Last Florida, February 22, 1836. 

Genxerat: Ihave the honor to report, for the information of the President of the United States, my 
arrival at this post this afternoon, with the regular and volunteer force referred to in my plan of operations, 
enclosed to you from New Orleans, under date the 2d of the present month, all in good health, save two 
or three cases of chills and bad colds, which I have reason to believe two days of rest and medical attend- 
ance will remove—having sought at every point deemed most likely to present to me the principal force 
of our savage eneiny, Without being able to find him, or any visible evidence of the direction of his late 
movements. [shall continue to search for and endeavor to send a satisfactory account of these faithless 
barbarians, 

I shall take an occasion to write to you as soon as I shall have time to collect the information which 
this place and its vicinity may afford. In the meantime I enclose to you the report of my acting inspector 
general, giving an account of my visit to the battle ground of Major Dade, and the burial of the gallant 
band of which he was the unfortunate leader. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
EDMUND P. GAINES. 
Adjutant Gencral Jones. 
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No. 22. 


Heapquarters Western Department, Fort King, East Florida, February 22, 1836. 

GexeraL: I do myself the honor to announce io you my arrival at this place this abieninitiin pursuant 
to my ’ un of operations communicated to you under date the 2d of the present month, my force, consist- 
ing of near cleven hundred regulars and volunteers, all. in good health, save and except some few cases 
of chills and colds, which I doubt not but two d: tys’ rest will remove. My march to this place was by 
way of Warren’s Landing, on the Alafia river, and thence to “the military road,” near the burnt bridge on 
the Hillsborough river, thence along the ro: id to this post; having found, ne arly forty miles south of this 
post, the deeply afllictive ¢ ‘xhibition of the slain and mutilated bodies of the gall: int band who fell in battle 
under Major Dade, on the 28th of December, without being able to discover the savage foe by whom this 
and other numerous acts of barbarism had been perpetrate ed upon this ill-fated frontier. 

Hoping soon to see you or hear from you the results of your late movement upon the northern and 
eastern border of the theatre of war, with the information obtained by you as to the enemy’s late move- 
ments and present probable position, ‘that we may concert measures for his spee “dy overthrow, in which I 
shall take much pleasure in a cordial co-operation with you, I offer you my best wishes that our joint 
efforts may tend to a speedy and honorable termination of “the war. 

My present object is to march from this place by way of the lower battle ground on the Withla- 
coochee, and thence whithersoever any trail or trace of the ene my may be found; and finally to return to 
Fort Brooke, obtain additional supplie x, and then move in a direction to C harlotte harbor, not doubting 
that, after securing the frontier north and east of this place, you will obtain such information of the 
movements of the enemy as to lead you from this place by the way of Toloc-chopko, on Pease creek, and 
thence toward Charlotte harbor, where you will find a supply of subsistence and ammunition, under the 
protection of a United States ni wal foree. At Fort Brooke you will also find similar supplies, sufficient 
for your return to this place, or, if necessary, to enable you to remain in that quarter with 1,000 or 1,200 
men until you can obtain supplies from New Orleans, 

These suggestions are necessarily imperfect; but this must always be the case, more or less, in a war 
with a people who take no prisoners, who have no fortifications, no intercourse with any other part of 
the human family; no newspapers, nor any post office or intelligence department. I therefore leave you 
to act according to the best of your judgment and the information you may from time to time obtain, 
proceeding, as I shall proceed, upon the principle that to find the enemy we must search for him; and 
when we find him we must take or destroy him, or he will assuredly destroy us. 

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
EDMUND P. GAINES, Major General, Commanding. 

Brigadier General D. L. Curxcn, 

Or the officer commanding on the northeast border of East Florida, Fort Drane. 





No. 23. 


Western Department, Fort King, Florida, February 22, 1836. 

General: Agreeably to your directions, I observed the battle ground six or seven miles north of the 
Withlacoochee river, where Major Dade and his command were destroyed by the Seminole Indians on the 
28th of December last, and have the honor to submit thefollowing report: 

The force under your command, which arrived at this post to-day from Tampa Bay, encamped on the 
night of the 19th instant on the ground occupied by Major Dade on the night of the 27th of December. 
He and his party were destroyed on the morning of the 28th of December, about four miles in advance 
of that position, He was advancing towards this post, and was attacked from the north, so that on the 
20th instant we came upon the rear of his battle ground about nine o'clock in the morning. Our advanecd 
guard had passed the ground without halting, when the general and his staff came upon one of the most 
appalling scenes that can be imagined. We first saw some broken and scattered boxes , then a cart, the 
two oxen of which were lying dead, as if they had fallen asleep, their yokes still on them; a little to the 
right one or two horses were seen. We then came to a small enclosure made by felling trees in such @ 
manner as to form a triangular breastwork for defence. Within the triangle, along the north and west 
faces of it, were about thirty bodies, mostly mere skeletons, although mue h of the ¢ lothing was left upon 
them. These were lying, almost every one of them, in precisely the position they must have occupied 
during the fight, their heads next to the logs over whic h they had delivered their fire, and their bodies 
stretched, with striking regularity, parallel to each other. They had evidently been shot dead at their 
posts, and the Indians had not disturbed them except by taking the scalps of most of them. Passing 
this little breastwork, we found other bodies along the road and by the side of the road, generally be hind 
trees, which had been resorted to for covers from ‘the enemy’s fire. Advancing about 200 yards further, 
we found a cluster of bodies in the middle of the road; these were evide tly the advanced guard, in the 
rear of which was the body of Major Dade, and to the right that of Captain Frazer. These were all 
doubtless shot down on the first fire of the Indians, except, ‘perhaps, Captain Frazer, who must, however, 
pots fallen very early in the fight Those in the road and by the trees fell during the first attack. It 

ras during a cessation of the fice that the little band still Ne, about thirty i in number, threw up 
ins triangul: uw breastwork, which, from the haste with which it was constructed, was nece ssarily defec- 
tive, and “could not protect the men in the second attack. 

We had with us many of the personal friends of the officers of Major Dade’s command, and it is 
gratifying to be able to state that every officer was identified by undoubted evidence. They were buried, 
and the ¢: mnon, a six-pounder, that the Indians had thrown into a swamp, was recovere ‘dl and placed 
vertically at the head of the grave, where it is to be hoped it will long remain. The bodies of the non- 
commissioned officers and privates were buried in two graves, and it was found that every man was 
accounted for. The command was composed of eight officers and 102 non-commissioned oflicers and 
privates. The bodies of eight officers and 98 men were interred, four men having escaped, three of whom 
reached Tampa Bay; the fourth was killed the day after the battle. 
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It may be proper to observe that the attack was net made from a hammock, but in a thinly-wooded 
country, the Indians being concealed by palmetto and grass, which has been since burned. 

The two companies were Captain Fraser’s, of the third artillery, and Captain Gardiner’s, of the second 
artillery. The officers were Major Dade, of the fourth infantry; Captains Fraser and Gardiner, Second 
Lieutenant Basinger, Brevet Second Licutenants J. E. Wenderson, Mudge, and Keais, of the artillery, and 
Doctor J. 8. Gatlin. 

T have the honor to be, with the highest respect, your obedient servant, 
KH. A. HITCHCOCK, Captain First Infantry, Acting Inspector General. 


Major General Eyuunpn IP. Gatnes, Commanding Western Department, Fort King, Florida. 





No. 24. 
SPECIAL ORDER No. 15. 


linapguarTerRs Western Drpartuent, Mort King, Florida, February 22, 1836. 

1. Lieutenant Colonel William 8. Foster, of the fourth regiment of infantry, with the effective force 
of his regiment present, will proceed to Fort Drane, Auld Lane Syne, and procure from the officer in 
command thereof fourteen thousand rations of salted pork, and fourteen thousand rations of hard bread 
or flour, with a proportional quantity of salt, with which he will return to this post with as little delay 
as practicable. Colonel Foster will take with him all the public horses and carts at this post. Should 
these, together with the horses and light carts, or wagons, hie may be able toFprecure at}Fort Drane, be 
insufficient to transport the number of rations above specified, he will return with such number as the 
means of transportation afforded him will allow. 

Captain Shannon, assistant quartermaster, will accompany Colonel Foster, and will procure trom 
the quartermaster at Fort Drane, or otherwise, if practicable, twenty-five horses for this command. He 
will then take such measures as he may deem most expedient to forward provisions and quartermaster 
stores to the different points designated in his instructions from the quartermaster general. 

8. Lieutenant John H. Allen, of the third artillery, will at the same time proceed to join his company 
at Fort Drane. 

By order of Major General Gaines. 
GEO. A. McCALL, Aide-de-camp, Acting Assistant Adjutant General. 





SPECIAL ORDER No. 15. 


Heapquarters Western Department, Fort King, Florida, February 26, 1836. 
Lieutenant G. H. Talcott, acting quartermaster, will purchase three horses, to be used in drawing 
the field-pieces in possession of the battalion of artillery under the command of Captain F. 8. Belton, 
second artillery. 
By order of Major General Gaines. 
GEO. A. McCALL, Aide-de-camp, Acting Assistant Adjutant General. 





No. 26. 


SPECIAL ORDER No. 16. 
HeapqvarTers Western Department, Fort King, Florida, February 26, 1836. 
Lieutenant G. H. Talcott will furnish, on the requisition of Lieutenant Colonel Twiggs, commanding 
the light brigade, such articles as may be necessary for the troops under his command. 
By order of Major General Gaines. 
GEO. A. McCALL, Aide-de-camp, Acting Assistant Adjutant General. 





No. 27. 
SPECIAL ORDER No. 17. 


Heapquarters Western Department, Camp lzard, February 28, 1836. 


Lieutenant and Adjutant Buchanan, of the fourth infantry, will perform the duties of brigade major 
of the light brigade until the recovery of Lieutenant and Brigade Major Izard from the wound received 
this morning. 

By order of Major General Gaines. 

GEO. A. McCALL, Atde-de camp. Acting Assistant Adjutant General. 
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No. 28. 


Herangvarters Camp Izarp, on the right bank of the Withlacoochee, 
Two miles west of General Clinch’s battle ground, February 28, 1836. 

GeneraL: I take much pleasure in stating to you that I have reason to believe I have now near me 
the principal force of the Seminole Indians with their black vassals and allies. I yesterday afternoon, 
after halting my reserve and rear guard, with my baggage train, in the upper pine woods, near the encamp- 
ment north of the battle ground, proceeded with the remaining part of my force to the Withlacoochee with 
a view to inspect and reconnoitre In person the adjacent section of the river preparatory to my intended 
crossing, which I had designed to attempt this morning. [had been at the river only long enough to 
examine 250 or 800 yards about and above the usual crossing place, when the enemy commenced a spirited 
firing upon my party, and kept it up with the war-whoop for half an hour. The fire was, of course, returned. 

Having determined this morning, in consequence of the thick woods on the opposite side of the river, 
to extend my examinations to this point, at which I learned there were open pine woods onyboth sides of 
the river, 1 accordingly marched with my whole force to this place, where [was promptly met by the 
enemy, Whose force appears to have increased very considerably in the course of an hceur or two. The 
river at this place is deemed to be about as wide, but much deeper and less rapid than at the first-men- 
tioned place, with open pine woods on both sides. Neither of the places are fordable. My reconnoissances, 
in consequence of the narrowness of the river, and the impossibility of finding materials for promptly 
bridging or rafting the stream, have resulted in the loss of two of the Louisiana volunteers killed and 


ten volunteers and regulars wounded. Among the latter, I deeply lament to find the gallant Lieutenant 


Izard, of the dragoons, dangerously. 

Being convinced that the principal force of the enemy is now assembled before me, and not doubting 
that their women and children are placed in a large cypress swamp within a few miles of this place, and 
that an immediate movement of a force equal or nearly equal to that now with me, consisting in part of 
mounted men, would enable us to put an end to the war in the next ten days, by a combined and simul- 
taneous movement against them, | have deemed it my duty to propose to you such a movement, should 
the forces expected at Fort Drane have arrived; otherwise, the force there on the 22d would, I think, be 
sufficient, but this is doubtful, and the case is one of too much importance to leave the question of force 
at all in doubt. In the expectation of this co-operation, | shall endeavor to amuse the enemy in completing 
my boats and preparing to cross; but I shall not cross until I hear from you. 

In any event, | request of you six thousand rations of pork, and flour, and sugar, with the quarter- 
master’s stores which follow: 2 whip saws, 2 cross cut saws, 2 hand saws, 6 adzes, 6 froes, augers, 
assorted, 4 broadaxes, 2 iron wedges, 200 iron spikes, and, if possible, two field-pieces, with 150 rounds 
canister and 50 round shot, 10,000 musket cartridges. 

Killed—Zeno Bouillie, Valentine Beck. 

| have the honor to be your obedient servant, 
EDMUND P. GAINES. 
Brig. Gen. Cirxcu, or officer commanding the U. S. troops assembling at Fort Drane, East F lorida. 


P.S—The forces from Fort Drane should cross the Withlacoochee at the ford eight or ten miles 
above the battle ground, or at the point, and move down on the left bank of the river to this place. 


_ 
No. 29. 


Heapavarters Camp Izarp, two miles west of General Clinch’s battle ground, February 29, 1836. 

GENERAL: I last night stated to you, by express, the occurrence of my meeting the Indians on my 
arrival at this place, suggesting the expediency of an immediate co-operation on the part of the disposable 
force under your command, under the strong conviction that, by such co-operation, we should be able, in 
a few days, to bring the war to a close, having been convinced that the principal force of the enemy is 
assembled near me on this river. The occurrences of the day confirmed me in the opinion I then expressed 
to you. 
Having occupied myself in preparing a small work to command the crossing place of the river, and 
making canoes for the purpose of constructing a bridge, I had not deemed it necessary to strengthen my 
breastworks, not having apprehended that the enemy would have the temerity to attack me in my position. 
In this conclusion, however, I have been disappointed. At ten o’clock this morning a spirited and vigor- 
ous attack was made by the enemy on three sides of my encampment, which continued two hours, with 
little or no intermission; in the course of which they frequently approached so near to my left flank, 
commanded by Adjutant General Smith, of the Louisiana volunteers, as to wound several men on the 
opposite flank, a distance, of 200 yards. They were, however, repulsed, I have reason to believe, with 


considerable loss. 
The loss sustained by the force of command was, one sergeant killed, and one officer (Lieutenant 


Duncan) and 10 men wounded of the regulars, and one officer and 20 men wounded of the volunteers. 
The troops having been particularly instrueted not to throw away their fire, or to fire without correct aim 
at a short distance, | was happy to find that the order was strictly attended to, and, consequently, but 
little ammunition was expended. It is impossible to say, with any precision, what was the enemy’s force; 
but the officers best acquainted with the service concur with me in opinion it was not less than 1,500. 
From the foregoing facts ] have no doubt the principal force of the enemy is now in this vicinity; that 
they are sensible of the desperate situation in which they have placed themselves, and that their temerity 
will prompt them to make a resistance commensurate with the circumstances in which they find themselves. 

I have abstained and shall abstain from a sortie until I hear from you, in the expectation that this 
course will contribute to keep them together, whilst a sortie might tend to disperse them. I am now 
satisfied a movement directly to this place will be more advisable than to attempt to cross the Withla- 
coochee higher up, as suggested in my letter of yesterday. I am, moreover, of the opinion that, if mounted 
men can be procured in the course of a few days, your force should not move from Fort Drane without 


this description of troops. I repeat my request that I may be furnished 6,000 rations of flour, pork, and 
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sugar, five bushels of salt, some corn, with tools to build block-houses, two field- pieces, 150 rounds of 
canister and 50 of round shot, 10,000 musket-ball cartridges, with as many light wagons as can be spared, 
as my wounded are increasing daily, and my horses decreasing. 

I have the honor to be, &c., 


EDMUND4P. GAINES. 
General D, L. Ciixcu, or officer commanding troops assembled at Fort Drane,’ Auld bine Syne. 


No. 30. 
SPECIAL ORDER No. 18. 


Heapevarters Western Departuent, Camp Izard, on the Withlacoochee, March 9, 1835. 


Lieutenant Colonel D E. Twiggs, of the 4th infantry, will repair to New Orleans and resume com- 
mand of the post. Until otherwise directed, he will make occasional visits of inspection to the military 
posts in his immediate vicinity. 

By order of Major General Gaines. 

GEO. A. McCALL, Aide-de-camp, Acting Assistant Adjutant General. 


No. 31. 


ApsvTant GENERAL’s Orrice, Washington, March 10, 1836. 

Sm: Your communication, dated Fort King, February 22, reporting your arrival at that post with the 
regular and volunteer force under your command, (number not stated,) has been submitted to the general- 
in-chief, the Secretary of War, and by him to the President. Without determining, at this time, on the cir- 
cumstances which induced you to repair with a considerable volunteer force from Louisiana to Florida, 
and subsequently to Fort King, the President directs that you will be pleased to report, for the informa- 
tion of the Executive, the circumstances and reasons which have prompted your recent movements in 
Florida, especially as regards the plan of operations detailed in your despatch to General Clinch from 
Fort King, under date of February 22, 1836, as seen by the copy this day received through Major General 
Scott, and to him forwarded by General Clinch—the said despatch to General Clinch being considered by 
the President as interfering with the previous plan of operations in Florida, and the command of the 
troops in that quarter, which, by the orders of the President, had, in January, been assigned to Major 
General Scott, as you have already been apprised. 

I am further directed re spectfully to request that you will be pleased to state why you did not re port 
your arrival at Tampa Bay, the force there assembled under your command, the condition of the service 
in general at that post, as well as any intelligence respecting Indian affairs, &c , as circumstances at the 
time would have enabled the commanding officer to communicate, and as required by the regulations. 

I respectfully enclose herewith, for your information, a copy of my letter to General Arbuckle of this 
date, by which you will see that, in your absence, he has been ordered to the western frontier of Louisiana. 

I am, sir, with great respect, your obedient servant, 
JONES, Adjutant General. 

Major General Gartnes, U. S. Army, Tampa Bay, via Fort King, Florida. 


No. 32. 
ORDER No 7. 


Heapguarters WesterN Department, Fort Izard, on the Withlacoochee, Florida, March 9, 1836. 

1. Called to East Florida by the savage massacres and conflagrations of the 28th of December and 
the following month, the commanding general hastily collected in Louisiana the forces which accompanied 
him from that patriotic State. These troops, in the short space of thirty-six days, have marched by land 
and water nearly eight hundred miles, one hundred and forty of which was through the country occupied 
by the enemy, w those principal force they have met, beaten, and forced to sue for peace. 

2. These important objects of the campaign having been accomplished with the hearty and cordial 
co-operation of Brigadier General Clinch, (to whose sound judgment the defence of this frontier had been 
wisely confided, and by whose gallantry the enemy had been chastised on the 31st of December, and 
since held in check as far as his limite d means would allow,) the troops from Louisiana are placed under 
his command, in order to guard against the known faithlessness of the enemy, until the arrival of the 
forces under the officer charged with the diplomatic arrangements of the War ‘Department. Whenever 
and as soon as that officer shall mature his plan of operations, and accomplish the duties assigned him, 
the forces from Louisiana will return to New Orleans. 

The commanding general cannot, consistently with his views of propriety, take leave of the troops 
by whom he has been so manfully sustained without tendering them his grateful acknowledgments for 
the constancy and courage with which they have performed every duty, and borne privations, the recital 
of which would not fail to command the admiration of the virtuous and wise of every section of the 
republic. The officers and soldiers of the whole of these forces, (including the artillery from Tampa Bay, ) 
acting as a light brigade, under command of Lieutenant Colonel Twi iggs, of the 4th infantry, have per- 
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formed their duty so much to the satisfaction of the general that he cannot discriminate between the 
relative claims of corps, of officers, or other individuals, without the risk of invidious distinctions; all 
did their duty cheerfully and gallantly; and when it became necessary to meet the question whether to 
sat the meat of their own horses or to abandon an important position, all cheerfully preferred this 
unpleasant subsistence to any movement that would endanger the frontier; the horse-meat was accord- 
ingly eaten by officers and men, until the enemy was beaten and sued for peace. A timely supply of pro- 
visions arrived, escorted by the brave Georgians, Floridians, and regulars, under General Clinch, at the 
moment the pacific propositions of the enemy were in the act of being answered. The Indians were fired 
on by the general’s light troops before he could be notified of the object of their being near the camp. 
They have since disappeared. 

4. The general deeply regrets the fall of First Lieutenant J. F. Izard, of the dragoons, acting brigade 
major, and in command of the advance guard. He fell at the head of his corps, and though mortally 
wounded, had the heroic presence of mind to order, “ Keep your positions, men, and lie close.” Second 
Lieutenant Duncan, of the second artillery, was slightly wounded; Captain Sanders, commanding the 
friendly Indians, was severely wounded; Captain Armstrong, of the United States transport schooner 
Motto, was slightly wounded. The two last-named officers were in the advance, where their services had 
been highly useful during the march. Lieutenant Ephraim P. Smith, of Captain Williams’s company of 
Louisiana volunteers, received three wounds. This oflicer and twenty-nine non-commissioned officers and 
soldiers of other companies of the regiment evinced their gallantry by their good conduct as well as by 
their honorable wounds. The general is convinced that he never commanded a finer corps; its chief would 
do honor to any service. 

The officers of the medical department merit the approbation of the general for the attentive and 
skilful manner in which their duties were discharged. 


List of killed and wounded. 


Killed —First Lieutenant J. F. Izard, dragoons; Sergeant F. Dunn, of the second artillery; Private 
Z. Bolie, of the Louisiana volunteers; Privates Val. Beck and Henry Butler: total, 5. 
Wounded, of officers, non-commissioned officers, and privates.—Second artillery, 8; fourth infantry, 8; 
Louisiana volunteers, 80: total, 46. 
By order of Major General Gaines. 
GEO. A. McCALL, Aide-de-camp, Acting Assistant Adjutant General. 


Hrapguarters Western Department, Camp Sabine, July 4, 1836. 

Sir: I received on the 25th, at Pensacola, on my way to this place, your letter of the 10th of March. 

I have delayed replying until now, from a firm conviction that my letters of the 15th and 25th of 
January and 6th of February to you, with those of the 2d, 22d, 28th, and 29th of February and 2d of 
March, to General Clinch, with my orders and special orders of the 18th of January to the 9th of March, 
1836, inclusively, reported to you by my acting assistant adjutant general for the information of the 
proper authorities, would fully exculpate me from the imputations of General Scott, that I had “interfered 
with his command” or “disturbed his plan of operations,” &c.; more especially as the complainant’s accusa- 
tions were not deemed to be of sufficient importance for me to be furnished with a copy. But having 
recently seen the attacks made on me through the newspaper called the “ Globe,” and some other papers 
of equal respectability and of all political parties, since the Ist of April last, purporting to be from the pen 
of that officer, or from his dictation or sanction, aided by the quartermaster general, a franking bureau 
officer of the War Department, these insidious publicatious assure me that I am again wantonly assailed. 
These combine) attacks suggest to me the propriety of making, for the information of the proper authori- 
ties, the remarks and explanations which follow, and which I deem necessary and proper, in vindication of 
my conduct, my movements, and measures, in connexion with the war in East Florida, between the 15th 
of January and 9th of March last—a task which I was more than willing to abstain from, or leave to 
others, as I could not, consistently with my own self-respect and justice to my command, repel the calum- 
nious accusations without calling in question the opinions of high public functionaries whose judgment 
and patriotism I had long sincerely respected; nor, indeed, without sceming disposed to join in an acri- 
monious controversy, which nothing short of an order from the President or the absolute necessity of self- 
defence could prompt me to de. 

The Order No. 7 of the present year, requiring General Scott to repair to the left wing of my depart- 
ment, was never seen by me until my arrival at Fort King, on the 22d of February. I state this fact 
simply because it is a fact hitherto, | apprehend, unknown at your office, but it is a fact to which I attach 
little or no importance. Had I received this order at Pensacola, I should have viewed it as a measure of 
the Secretary of War, taken without a full knowledge of the progress of the war upon that frontier and of 
the circumstances which had rendered my movement to Florida proper, and that therefore my movement 
thither ought to continue until I should feel assured that the President was apprised of all the material 
facts bearing upon the subject, and more especially until the officer authorized to enter upon that part of my 
command assigned to him, and which formed the principal theatre of the war, should make his appearance in 
person upon that theatre of the war, unless, indeed, my attention had been called to other and apparently 
more important military operations, also in actual war, than those which called me to East Florida. 

This view of the subject is based upon an essential principle of military law, derived from the laws 
of nature, and incorporated in our institutions; a principle sustained by the ablest writers of all enlight- 
ened nations to whose works I have had access; a principle without the strict observance of which no 
nation whose geographical limits exceed twenty miles square could be successfully defended; a principle 
deeply interwoven with the highest attributes of sovereignty and of self-government, namely, self-defence and 
sel/-preservation, as a nation or a state; or, in other words, PROTECTION—IMMEDIATE, INSTANTANEOUS PROTECTION, 
to the exposed feeble members of the community from savage war. Yes, sir, immediate, instantaneous protection 
by the military officer intrusted with the command of the particular section of country threatened with 
savage attack, until relieved before the enemy by the new commander. 
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Let us look into a few of the principal features of the case in question, and see what would proba- 
} | | ; 


bly have been the effect of a contrary rule of conduct on my part. In command of the western depart- 
ment, I had met at New Orleans intelligence of a great and unlooked-for disaster having occurred upon 
the left wing of my department, far distant from the seat of the federal government, from whence alone 
could [hope to receive new orders, or special instructions more applicable to the case in all its bearings, 
than the orders of the President, embraced in my commission, to serve the United States diligently as a 
general officer—with the orders which he had given me fo command the western department. An important 
white settlement within my department was reported to be overrun, sacked, and burnt--a United States 
agent of Indian affairs, and eight valuable officers, and ninety-cight faithful soldiers, with many worthy 
frontier citizens killed, and their property stolen ovr destroyed, And 1 was aware that most of the 
neighboring military posts, namely, Forts Brooke, King, Drane, and Key West, all within my military 
department, were without any other works of defence than such as an efficient force of 500 men might 
have taken and destroyed in a few hours, with little loss or risk on their part--the garrisons of two of 
those posts (Fort King and Key West) being insufficient for their defence. IT was, moreover, apprised 
that there were but about 600 troops of the regular army at that time in Florida, and these were 
separated by a wilderness, supposed to be cccupied by the enemy, comprehending near 20,000 square 
miles, extending nearly 250 miles from north to south, and from 120 to 40 miles from east to west, with 
our 600 regulars stationed at the opposite angles and sides of this extensive wilderness, withoué disposable 
Sorce sufficeent lo insure @ concentration at any one mmportant vulnerable point from one side of the wilder- 
ness in question to the other, without the most imminent danger of having such foree destroyed in its 
movement to the point of concentration. The destruction of the brave but unfortunate Major Dade, with 
his heroic officers and men, affords an impressive lesson upon this view cf the subject which no prudent 
American soldier or citizen should ever lose sight of. Under these circumstances, what was the duty of 
the commander of the western department? What, Lask, was the proper course for me to pursue? These 
questions inayv be inmost readily answered by asking another: What had [promised upon my oath to do ? 
I had promised, upon my oath prescribed by law, “to bear true faith and allegiance to the United 
States of America, and to serve them honestly and faithfully against their enemies or opposers whomsvever, 
and to observe and obey the orders of the President of the United States, and the orders of the officers 
appointed over nie, according to the rules and articles of war,” 

J had with me my sword and my commission, with the orders of the President of the United States 
tu “command” this department. Now, it is well known that for me to command a military department, 
or any particular section of country upon the frontier, great or small, is, in a plain military sense, so ¢o 
order cid employ the men and means confided to my direction as to protect our own people of the United 
States upou that section of frontier “against their enemies or opposers whomsoever,” as sect forth in the 
aforementioned oath; and, if if be in tine of war, to continue so to command until duly relieved by the neu: 
commander, 1X HIS OWN PROPER PERSON, and on the theatre of the war. 

In failing to comply with this sacred injunction, I well knew that 1 might thereby have suffered the 
enemy to kill great numbers of the citizens and troops, in addition to those already slain within the limits 
of my command, and burn their houses, and take their property. It was my bounden duty, therefore, 
without waiting for new orders, or special instruetions, to collect together any disposable force found 
within my department which ] might deem sufficient to cuable me promptly to strike at the enemy, and, 
if possible, subdue them, or check their devastations, until the President should have notice of them, and 
of my efforts to arrest them, and then give such new orders as he might think fit. 

But it is contended, principally indeed by those who have proven themselves to be better qualified 
for the quiet vocation of a writing-desk than the turbulent scenes of an Indian war, that I ought to have 
abandoned the expedition at Pensacola, because I received on my arrival at that city your letter notifying 
me, not that General Scott had actually arrived at the theatre of the war in Florida, but that he had been 
ordered thither by the Secretary of War! But little reflection is necessary to see the fallacy of this closet 
view of the subject. Thad embarked, pursuant to my letter of the 2d of February, addressed “ to Gene- 
ral Clinch, or the officer commanding the forces assembling on the northeast border of east Florida,” with 
a view to co-operate with that officer in subduing the enemy. I had, moreover, given a pledge to the prin- 
cipal force then with me (the Louisiana volunteers) that I would not require them to go further than I 
would myself go, and that I would stand by them as long as they would stand by me, in bringing the war to an 
honorable close, | had thus promised, on the 2d of February, with a foree of 700 men, so to co-operate; 
this force had been fortunately increased, before the embarkation was effected, to near 1,100 men. With 
this very respectable force embarked, and in its movement for Tampa Bay, and within two days’ march 
(by steam) of that place, I] received at Pensacola the notification from you that General Scott had been 
ordered by the Secretary of War to that part of my command to which I was, under the above-mentioned 
circumstances, destined. But what assurance could I] have had that he was there? Did you notify me 
that he was at the post of honor assigned to him by the Secretary of War? or that such arrangements 
had been made as afforded reasonable ground to hope that General Scott would be prepared soon to breast 
the storm of savage desolation, and protect from the scalping-knife and firebrand the helpless citizens of 
both sexes, and of all ages, in that region, who had looked to me as their protector? Did you tell me 
that Oceola and his war-chiets had given to the President satisfactory assurance that they would suspend 


their massacres and conflagrations until General Seott should complete his plan of operations, and be 
quite ready to subdue them?’ No such thing is found in your letter. Nor had I any reason, trom the 
previous northern or western wilderness movements of that officer, to anticipate anything like a prompt 
movement on his part into the wilds of Florida, longer than he should find himself and his forces and 
supplies propelled by steam-pow P: 

The now well-ascertained fact that General Scott confined his personal operations to the little interior 
and unmenaced places called Picolata, Volusia, Black creek, and Fort Drane, and the intervening country 
within the white settlements, occasionally on board the “little steamboat the “ssayons” for near six 
weeks, viz: from about the middle of February until the 25th of March last, without any attempt on his 
part to search for the enemy, proves clearly, not that I should have abandoned my expedition at Pensa- 
cola, at Tampa Bay, at Fort King, or at the Withlacocchee, without subduing the enemy, but that I should, 
if possible, have redoubled my efforts to accomplish this all-important object socner than I did; and, in 
place of leaving them under a pledge that hostilities on our part should cease, if, as they proposed, they 
would peaceably await the arrival of General Scott, and would attend to the terms he should be authorized 
by the President of the United States to offer them, [a pledge which appears tu have been wholly disregarded 


by that officer,) I had taken them to Tampa Bay, completed with.them a treaty in accordance with my 
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own understanding of what was due to them and to the United States—a measure which I am convinced 
I conid have accomplished had I not indulged in the fruitless expectation that Ge neral Seott would arrive 
soon after hearing I had found the enemy and employ himself in the performance of the diplomatic and 
other duties assigned to him by the Secretary of War—I have no doubt that I should by such a movement 
have relieved the Florida frontier forever i: all further disturbance on the part of these Indians, and 
should have placed them in a position calculated in time to change their inveterate hostility, desperation, 
and distress, to peace and comfort, if not to a sense of respect and gratitude to our government and country 
for the humanity, care, and kindness extended to them on their having sued for peace. 1 am well assured 
that every officer, and every intelligent soldier of the Louisiana volunteers and United States troops then 
with me upon the Withlacoochee, will concur in the opinion just now expressed. 

From the foregoing views it may possibly be inferred that I may have been disposed to attach blame 
to General Scott for his readiness again and again to solicit or accept a command which he might imagine 
was calculated to awaken in my mind sentiments of personal ill-will towards him, such as he had some 
years past labored through many acrimonious pages to produce; but which ¢ime, with that sort of reflection 
which naturally results from a rational use of time, las so mitigated as to induce me on the receipt of your 
letter notifying me that be was ordered into my department, so far from feeling dissatisfied with him, to 
resolve upon availing myself of the occasion to co-operate with him [though junior to me] in a manner 
which I felt convinced, if he did his duty correctly, would be the means of enab ling us at the proper theatre 
of action to settle our disputes forever by our joint efforts in battle to show which of us could do the enemy 
the most harm and our country the most good ; and thus, in the best possible way of terminating personal 
enmities, restore between us that harmony which @ proper sense of public duty should prompt every high- 
minded public functionary to extend to each other, so that the public service should suffer no detriment from 
their intemperate controversies. 1 knew General Scott too well to imagine he had ever solicited such a com- 
mand in the swamps of awilderness, and against an enemy such as he had long held in contempt ; and Thad long 
since ceased to cherish towards that officer any feeling of hostility. [had triumphed ii the controversy 
which he had forced upon me I was gratified at my triumph, not so much that General Scott was vanquished, 
us that the law of the land was maintained and preserved inviolate by the part which I had taken in that 
controversy. IT shall again triumph, not that I have any claim to that peculiar talent of which some of 
my reckless enemies may boast—the talent of “ making the worse appear the better cause”’—but that I have 
the law of the land to sustain me. It is my present purpose to show that the facts of the case were such 
as to prove that I was constantly within the pale of military law; I cannot, therefore, but prove myself 
to have been in the right, and that all who are upposed to me are tn the wrong. 

It will be seen, by referring to my letter of February 23, that Texpressed my purpose cordially to co- 
operate with General ¢ Aineh or the officer commanding the forces then asst mbling in the northeast border of 
East Florida or at Fort Drane. (i have no copy of my letter near me, and write now from my recollec- 
tion of its contents, in which I am sure that J am substantially correct.) [also expressed in that letter 
my hope that our joint efforls might tend sony to terminate the war. ‘This sentiment had been often 
expressed by me to my staff and to the field officers of my command. True it is that my letters of the 
92d, 28th, and 29th of February, and 8d of March, were all addressed to General Clinch or the officer 
commanding at Fort Drane. They were, however, properly so addressed, and they were obviously 
intended for the information and government of aay citicer at Fort Drape in command of the force assem- 
bling at or near that post for the defence of that section of the national frontier. Soon after the date of 
my letter of February 22 | had seen at Fort King a letter from General Scott, in which he expressed 
desire to know where the principal force cf the enemy could be found; that letter was addressed to 
General Clinch, and dated at Picolata about the 17th or 18th of February. Not doubting the sineerity 
of General Scott’s wish to learn where to Jind the enemy, 1 was truly gratified to have it in my power to say 
that 1 would search for and endeavor to find their princips il force, and would re port accordingly. My 
superior knowledge of the country and of the enemy justified me in the hope and expectation that I should 
be able soon to relieve General Scott's supposed anxiety upon this point; for my movement’ by the way of 
the Alafia and the battle ground of the lamented Major Dade, where there was most reason to believe the 
enemy would make their boldest stand, (that having been deemed tuo be the place of their “ greatest good 
luck,” as the interpreters had termed it,) having proven that their principal force was not in that quarter, 
i could not doubt but that I should find them lower down on the Withlacoochee, and I theretore determined 
to continue my search in that direction, that being in the direction to Fort Brooke, the only certain point 
from which [ could replenish my supplies of subsisteuece and ammunition; the great supply which should 
have been at Fort King having been withheid from that place, whether intentionally to embarrass my 
operations, or from ignorance of the country with its wasted resources, or ignorance of their duty on the 
part of General Scott and his quartermaster general, I am yet to learn. 

It is sufficient for me at present to affirm that large supplies ought to have been, and might have been, 
deposited at Fort King and at Fort Drane before the 22d of February, and that ] was unable to obtain 
at those posts more than eight days’ rations of subsistence, with scarce one hour’s supply of powder and 
shot or cartridges. Nor could I take this slender supply without leaving those posts with a short allow- 
ance that could not have been justified, but upon the expectation of other supplies being on the road 
near them, and that my movement would contribute to divert from them the attention of the enemy. My 
plan of operations, embraced in my Jetter of the 22d of February, was, under all the circumstances of the 
case, necessary and proper; and it was also proper for me to address my letters intended for General 
Scott, who, I am aware, was not in my department, to General Clinch, an officer known to be on duty 
within my department, o7 the offices commanding the troops assembled at Fort Drane, where General Scott 
was expected to arrive in the coarse of a few days—where, indeed, he ougiit to have been before the 
middle of February. General Clinch, who perfectly understood his duty, lost no time in forwarding my 
letters or copies of them to General Scott, at Picolata, who, in place of a prompt response, meeting in 
the spirit in which it was offered my proposition cordially to co-operate with him in bringing the war to 
a speedy termination, indulged himself in unwarranted animadversions—imputing to me the worst of 
motives for my movements, and wasting in unavailing murmurs that precious moment for action, by 
co-operation with me as I had proposed, or, if he prete red. it, by taking the field and there relieving me; he 
appears to have chosen rather to occupy himself in writing accusations against me, and endeavoring to 
convince the President of the United States that, in my letter of the 22d of February, above referred to, 
[ had been guilty of some criminal interference with his (General Scott’s) authority, as stated in your 
letter of the 10th of March, and more fully stated in the publications dated at Picolata, Black creek, Fort 
Drane, and more recently at other places, purporting to be from General Scott and other officers of the 
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army, all referring to “ the plan of operations” and opinions of General Scott, but so artfully mixed up with 
pl: tusible fiction and reckless calumny, slightly tempered with a few grains of truth, as to render it impos- 
sible to determine the source whence the mass of matter originated, or to discriminate between fae official, 
the semi-official, and mere hireling slanders contained in this mass of matter. I would not willingly, in an 
official communication to your oflice, to be submitted to the President of the United States, take any 
notice of anything contained in those publications that is not strictly official, If Terr in my attempt to 
discriminate in this particular, I will thank you to enable me to rectify myself, by favoring me with all 
the official statements referring to my conduct in relation to the war in Florida, as IT may deem it to be 
essential to ny vindication to show to all who may have entertained a doubt, as I trust IT have already 
shown to the satisfaction of every man of military mind who has heard me or seen my vindication upon 
the following points: 

That the proper (ime and place for me to have suspended my movement, and for General Scott to 
have entered upon the command assigned to him in iny departinent, was when he should appear in person 
near me at the known theatre of the war, and nowhere else, while the war continued. 

That, until he thus made his personal appearance near me at the theatre of the war, he had no 
right whatever to assume the control of a soldier, a public horse, or a public ration, within the limits of 
my department. 

That it was my bounden duty to retain the control of every soldier, every horse, every ration, and 
every other species of public property necessary to the success of my operations against the enemy, 
connected with the command of the western department; and, above all, to retain and exercise the command 
honestly and faithfully, on the part of the United States, ‘‘against their enemies or opposers whomsoever;” 
and (in the language of the 62d article of war) give “orders for what is needful to the service, unless 
otherwise specially directed by the President of the United States, according to the nature of the case,” 
and the President had never speciaily directed it to be otherwise. The adjutant general’s notification of orders 


given through him by the Secretary of War was suflicient. This was, to say the least, a loose way of 
carrying into effect a solemn provision of law, embracing a subject of great delicacy and importance to 
the service.—(See the 62d article of war.) When the law expressly forbids a change of command, as in 


this article of war, without the special direction of the President, it is obvious that the spirit of the law 
cannot be fulfilled without the direction is given by the President, or in his name, by a person known to 
be authorized to communicate the orders or directions of the President. The adjutant general wrote by 
order of the Secretary of War. Nevertheless, if the President himself had given the order that General 
Scott should enter upon the duties of the command against the Indians in the western department whilst 
] was in the field, | contend that neither myself nor any other officer engaged as T was in the immediate 
protection of the frontier, in the pursil of the ene uNYy, Or in action, hi glding the ¢ enemy in check, could, with 
any propriety, or without a crime, abandon the command faniely on receipt of the order, and before the arrival 
at the place of pursuit or of action of the new commander, unless specially directed by the President so to 
abandon the command! A direction such as, I venture to affirm, has never been given in any civilized 
nation whose military history is known to this country. The theatre of the war was the place, the only 
proper place, for General Seott to enter upon, and for me to abandon the command assigned to him at 
any time before the enemy was subdued; but that officer did not choose to make his personal appearance 
at the Withlacoochee, though cordially and repeatedly invited by me, and challenged by the reiterated 
reports of my cannon, and by the war-whoop and rifle of the Indians, (as announced to him by General 
Clinch,) to partake of the sedirmer banquet, which was regularly spread before me every day, 
from the 27th of February to the 5th of March, inclusively. I did not choose to urge or entreat 
him to come, beeause I have never erent to see an officer or soldier near me in action who did 
not come cheerfully and promptly, or who has been habitually vexing himself in fastidious scruples 
about Ais rank; and because I had reason to apprehend from the tardiness of his movement that a 
disease, which General Scott contracted towards me in August, 1814, had not been completely cured. 

It was probably that sickness of the spleen which the best of doctors say “Jinds ease only in the misery 
of others ;? a sickness which a rapid march to the Withlacoochee, with the animating scenes, the martial 
music, pure air, and simple food of that region of the wilderness has never, to my knowledge, failed to 
improve the health of troops afflicted with disease of any kind, including cholera. That General Scott 
was retarded in his movement to the Withlacoochee by some secret griefs I could not doubt. What they 
were I know not. They will doubtiess be disclosed in due time. He appears to have been content, for 
a time, with the notion that I had most improperly and prematurely interfered with his command and 
disturbed his plan of operations before it had been brought to maturity!—that it was my duty to consider 
him as entitled to the command, and the entire control of my troops and supplies, before he arrived in 
person within the limits of my department !—that my subduing the Indians ought to pass for nothing, 
because he was especially authorized, and I was not expecia'ly authorized, to subdue them! Childish con- 
clusions these; too trifling to merit any notice, nor should I have noticed them but for the call made on 
me to explain and vindicate my conduct; and from the hope that my vindication may be read by the 
well-meaning officers and men of the volunteers and the army—who doubt, if, indeed, any doubt the 
propriety of my conduct—who, I am convinced, will readily yield their hasty opinions to the conviction 
which mature reflection on the sub ject cannot but produce. They will agree with me that my path of 
public duty was plain—too plain to be mistaken by any honest soldier or citizen not blinded by ‘the o 
of party or some other diabolic prejudice or passion. It was, without waiting for new orders, to fly ¢ 
rapidly as possible, with whatever disposable foree and supplies might appear to me necessary and ae own 
to arrest the progress of the apparent growing evil of the late disasters; strengthen the poole military 
posts, and, if possible, put an end to the war by a vigorous co-operation with any forces found in that 
quarter, or otherwise, as circumstances should dictate, according to my own plan of operations, contained 
in my letters of the 2d, 22d, 28th, and 29th of February, above referred to. The sum and substance of my 
design was to afford prompt and complete protection—that sort of protection which is guaranteed by the 
Constitution of the United States to the people of the United States, including the pioncer, the widow, the 
orphan, inhabitants of the frontier camp or cabin, as well as the polishe 1d and wealthy citizen of the oreat 
emporium of party politics, of commerce, and fashion; that complete protection, the work of which should, 
if possible, commence before the work of destruction upon the frontier is finished or even begun—protection 
to the living citizen rather than to the ashes of the slain! My plan of operations was expressed as concisely 
as I could express it in my letter of the 22d of February; it was “to search for the enemy until I should 
find them, and then beat them, as otherwise he would beat me” 

4, in carrying into efiect this plan of operations, 1 could suffer no officer to intertere with my troops 
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military posts, or supplies of any kind, within the limits of my department, until he should appear in 
person within those limits, duly authorized, and apparently ready and willing to meet the enemy and 
protect the people of the United States within my department “ against their enemies or opposers, whomsoever,” 
or until I had met and beaten the enemy and compelled them to sue for peace. 

5. I did meet the enemy, and did several tines beat them, and finally compelled them to sue for peace. 
How this was accomplished I need not now undertake to describe. Grave doubts have been expressed 
in some of the publications to which I have referred, as to the gincerity of the Indian chiefs in suing for 
peace, upon which is supposed to rest the fact of their having been subdued. I am willing to leave the 
issue of these questions to the testimony of the officers and the intelligent volunteer and regular soldiers 
who served with me, pledging my honor to abide by their concurrent testimony. But Lam not willing 
to be tried and condemned without a hearing, and by persons who were not only not near me, but who 
have given me good reason to believe they would have been better pleased at my downfall than at, the 
triumph obtained by me over the enemy; persons who know full well that the final decree at which every 
enlightened citizen and soldier who investigates the subject must sooner or later arrive, establishing the 
correctuess of my conduct, must virtually fix the seal of condemnation upon theirs. Hence it was that 
many hours and days of precious time which should have been devoted to active operations against the 
Indians, were sacrificed at Picolata and Fort Drane, and other places, to the fabrication of slanderous 
essays to forestall and mislead public opinion, to condemn my movements, and cover me with the vilest 
detraction. The editors of newspapers hitherto professing friendliness towards me have been employed 
as the leadiig vehicles of this atrocious scheme of slander. Why is this so? I answer, that it is because 
I disdain to be the man of a political party | | owe allegiance to the United States of America, and not to 
a party. It may be that I did not require my officers and men at the Withlacoochee to take from the 
eneny as many lives as they had by their savage conduct forfeited; but where was the bond, or the 
principle of the laws of war or of nations, binding them to give or me to take the life of any one of them 
after thgy had raised the white flag and sued for peace?) Their first proposition was made on the evening 
of the Sth of Mareh. They were then told that if their chiefs would come in the next day they would be 
heard, They accordingly came with a white flag on the morning of the 6th of March, when they said, in 
the most subdued tone and manner, ‘f We do not wish to fight amy more; we have lost many of our 
warriors killed, and others disabled by wounds; we do not wish to lose any more in this way, or otherwise 
than by sickness or by the failing of trees; and we desire to make peace” They were told, in reply, that 
I was not authorized to treat with them, but that I had learned that an officer was on his way and would 
soon be there with authority to treat with them; that if they wished for peace they must lay down their 
arms or cease to make any further use of them, and stay beyond the Withlacoochee until the officer 
authorized to treat with them should arrive, and that they must then go wherever he should require them; 
but that if they should commit any more hostilities, our troops, of which we had many, would kill all of 
them found with arms in their hands. They then counselled among themselves and their warriors until 
four or five o’clock in the evening. The chiefs then rezurned and freely assented to my answer to their 
propositions, the last sentence of which my acting inspector general was for the second time explaining 
to them when General Clinch arrived in sight with the troops of his immediate command from Fort Drane, 
some of whom fired in the direction of the Indians, but at too great a distance to hurt them. They then 
hastily retreated to the adjoining hammock. They, however, manifested no disposition to violate their 
engagement, nor do | beleve there was an officer or soldier with me, who had witnessed their conduct, 
who entertained a doubt but that they were subdued, and perfectly sincere in the desire they expressed 
to abstain from further hostilities, and meet General Scott in council whenever and wherever he might 
direct. 

J remained in command, in order to satisfy myself of their sincerity, until the 9th of March, during which 
time some hundreds of my men were allowed to amuse themselves fishing, for a mile or two up and down 
the river, without discovering any indication of further hostility on the part of the Indians, some of whom 
were seen on the opposite side of the river. I, on the 9th of March, turned over the command of the 
troops then with me to General Clinch, as will be seen by my orders of that date, with a view to repair 
to this frontier. It is proper here to remark that, in order to obtain accurate information as to the position 
of the chiefs and warriors, and whether their pacific views remained unchanged, after being fired on by 
the volunteers with General Clinch, | approved the suggestion of General Clinch to send a black inter- 
preter across the river to their camp. He set out on the 8th and returned on the evening of the 10th of 
March He reported that the chiefs and warriors had gone up the Withlacoochee, near thirty miles above 
Camp Izard, to where their families were stationed; and that the chiefs told him they were waiting agree- 
ably to my directions, and that they would be ready in five days to hold a council with the officer expected 
on tor that purpose. General Scott was that oflicer, who, in place of meeting them in council, and directing 
them what to do to enable them to obtain peace, and conform to the wishes of the President of the United 
States—General Scott openly avowed (as I have been informed, and his official letters imply) a determi- 
nation to pay no regard to my arrangement with the Indians, but to obtain an overwhelming force and 
then annihilate them. His blustering threats to this effect were probably known to every person, white 
and black, in and about the house of General Clinch at Fort Drane; and, as some of the black domestics 
were in the habits of intimaey with the black interpreters, it was more than probable that in this way 
the threats of the gallant gencral reached the ears of the Seminole chiefs. Nothing, therefore, could be 
more natural than that they should prepare for self-defence, and self-preservation, against a commander 
regardless of the pledge made to them by me, his immediate predecessor in command, and his senior; a 
pledge which could not be disregaréed without a gross violation of the laws of nature and of war, which 
no nation can tolerate without a positive disregard of the most sacred of her obligations of good faith 
towards her neighbors. The seqvel has proven the fallacy of such threats, and the truth of the proverb 
that “the battle is not always to the strong, nor the race to the swift.” 

6. It may Le that 1 did not expose my officers and soldiers, volunteers and regulars, to as much risk 
and loss as some of my accusers deem necessary to give eclat fo a triumph! Weaven preserve me, I pray, 
from that eclat which is won by the useless or wanton sacrifice of those placed under my command! If 
my aceusers have reason to ‘believe, from the testimony of those who ventured to accompany and 
co-operate with me in battle, that I neglected any important duty to save my own life, or the life of any 
of my officers or men, it would be strictly correct in them to establish, if possible, such a charge, But 
upon this point, as upon all the imputations of General Scott and his franking and writing friends, I hold 
towards them the attitude of honest defiance. Had the Constitution or any other law of the land required 
it, or had I ordered it, I have not a doubt that every ofticer and soldier with me at the Withlacoochee 


VOL. VII 55 e 





























































434 MILITARY AFFATRS. | No, 738. 


would cheerfully have agreed, “if the enemy would stand,” to desire them to take the first shot; and 
would, moreover, have declined the comfort and security of sleeping or fighting behind a breastwork, had 
not this method of occasional action and rest been consecrated by the example of our own beloved 
Wasuinxeron, and all other ereat and good men who have signalized themselves in the defence of our 
country. TL think it more than probable that my brave little army would have subdued the enemy a few 
days sooner than we did, had I direeted them to make a few rapid sorties; but I had promised General 
Clinch to make no sorties until T should hear from him, from an apprehension that a sortie would have 
dispersed and driven off the Indians before the arrival of mounted forcee—the only deseription of force 
with which a sortie could have been made with full effect at the place which T occupied. With the aid 
vf the anticipated mounted force, I had calculated on taking or destroying most of the Indians and termi- 
nating the war in the course of a few days. They were, however, subdued, and sued for peace near 
twenty hours before I heard from General Clinch.—(See my letter to that oflicer under date of the 29th 
of February, in which I promised to abstain from making a sortie until TI should hear from him.) On 
the subject of a sortie, however, | was convinced that I should not have succeeded in rendering it 
eflective without the loss of from 50 to L00 of my officers and soldiers; and Ihave no hesitation in saying 
that I would not have had twenty of my excellent Louisiana volunteers or regulars recklessly sacrificed, 
whilst momently expecting the arrival of mounted force, to have had laid at my feet in chains all the 
Indians in Florida. The troops were for several days held in readiness for a sortie, and it would have 
been made on hearing from General Clinch, or in co-operation with his command, had not the Indians sued 
for peace before he was heard from. 

7. Among the numerous calumnies, official and unofficial, have seen none more absurd than that I 
was actuated in my movement to Florida by no higher motive than that of a desire to obtain “ laurels” 
to which General Scott had superior claims! I feel convinced that those who know me best know, and 
will testify, that I have ever been incapable, even while a young subaltern, of that over-weening vanity 
and officiousness which sometimes prompt the weak or the vicious to attempt to rob their brother soldiers 
of what may be justly their due. Laurels, indeed! The idea of obtaining laurels in an Indian war, | 
have long deemed to be as a vision never to be realized by any known system of operations embraced in 
the art of war in its supposed improved state, nor otherwise than by watching the movements of the 
enemy, and profiting by his example of vigilance, rapidity of movement, and privation of food and rest. 
No man acquainted with the sufferings of the frontier people of Florida, possessed of a spark of patriotism 
or humanity, could for a moment be ignorant of the great and only inducement which ought or could have 
prompted me to make the movement in question. It was obvious to me that protection must be afforded, 

and quickly afforded, to the bleeding frontier of that neglected Territory, or that her late flourishing 

settiements would be destroyed, and that delightful region of our national frontier rendered a scene of 
devastation disgraceful to the military character of our country, and doubly disgraceful to the officer 
intrusted with its defence. 

I have shown, as I doubt not, to the satisfaction of every man of military mind who will take the 
trouble to read this letter, that it was my bounden duty, under the circumstances of the case, to collect 
together the forces embarked at New Orleans on the night of the 3d and the morning of the 4th of 
February, and with them to repair promptly, as I did, to East Florida, and there to employ my best efforts 
in subduing or holding in check the enemy until the arrival of General Scott at the theatre of the war. 
This being admitted, my right to the entire control of the subsistence, and horses and other means of 
transportation, found within the limits of my department, or such as were on their passage thither, is 
established beyond the shadow of doubt. Upon what ground, then, could General Scott assert that I 
interfered with and retarded his operations by taking rations and horses belonging to his command? I 
aflirm that his excuse is baseless and his assertion untrue. 1 ailirm, moreover, that if the horses and 
rations, which he falsely accuses me of having wrongfully taken, had been forcibly seized by me from one 
of the posts within the eastern department, and to which I could have no claim—the number of rations 
and number of horses in question was too small to delay the movement of General Scott’s grand army for more 
than three days’ time. The whole number of rations taken by me from the day of my arrival at Fort King, 

» the 22d of February, to the day T turned over the command to General Clinch, the 9th March, 1836, inclu- 
sively, amounted to less than twelve thousand complete rations, and the number of horses, Iam assured, was 
not more than eight or ten taken from Forts King and Drane, (posts of my department, ) and less than this 
nunber of miserable ponies from Fort Brooke, not one of which had been placed at either of those posts by 
General Scolt, as I have been informed and believe. 

His assertion, therefore, that his operations were greatly embarrassed or retarded by my having taken 
the rations and horses provided for his command, is not only not true, but is marked with @ reckless 
maliqnily, disgraceful to an officer and dishonorable to a man—not to say a gentleman. 

All which is submitted for the Information of the President of the United States. 

With profound respect, 
EDMUND P. GAINES, Major General, Commanding. 


Brigadier General R. Jones, Adjutant General U.S. Army, Washington City. 


No. 34. 
Jackson, Louisiana, October 29, 1856. 


Dear Str: I have the honor of informing you that I received your letter containing a wish that I 
would make a statement of facts concerning the treaty at the Withlacoochee, in Florida, during our 
campaign under Major General Gaines, 

I will now give you what I understood at that talk. 

We, General Gaines’s troops, were to cease hostilities, and they, the Seminoles, were to observe a 
like course of conduct ; that we had no right to make a treaty with them, nor they with us, (as their 
chief was not present,) but that they were tired of the war and did not wish to continue it ; and they 
would meet any authorized agent of our government at the Withlacoochee at any time they were notified 
to do so, and hold themselves and warriors in readiness to take into effect any treaty then and so made; 
hey were to recross the river and await any message sent them, and not to fire a gun until they heard 
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from General Scott or his agent ; and, so far as I know, they kept their part of the agreement. There 
never was (in my presence) a word said about any line or boundary, and they were informed that the 
whole country must be left, and that if not peaceably they would be exterminated ; and it was the 
opinion of every officer with whom Thad any conversation that the war was over and the Indians willing 
to remove, 

My own opinion is, if General Scott had not moved down on them with his force, they would now 
have been over to the Mississippi. 

Believe me, sir, yours, 
P. MARKS, Captain of the Bayou Sara Blues, from Louisiana. 
K. A. Huirenvocx, sy, U.S. Aricy. 


No. 35. 
New Or ieans, October 9, 1836, 


Dear Str; lL received your letter in due course of mail, iu which you direct my attention to a commu- 
nication published in the New York Evening Star of the 2d ultimo, addressed to M. M. Cohen, esq., 
author of a book called “Notices of Florida and the Campaigns.” IT have not seen the work alluded to, 
but previous to receipt of your favor I had perused the article referred to cursorily ; since then it has 
claimed my particular notice. It gives me great pleasure, sir, to have it in my power, from a fresh 
recollection of all that passed at the council whereat I was present with yourself and another oflicer, to 
state with confidence that in every particular in the said communication you have observed a studied 
accuracy, especially with regard to some leading facts at issue, to wit: that the Indians stipulated to 
maintain the country with the Withlacoochee river as a boundary line. So far from this being the case, 
I recollect distinctly that when it was proposed by the Indian chiefs on our first meeting them, that we 
should “go home where we came from,” that you directly remarked that we intended to maintain our 
position at all hazards, and continue to fight them if necessary. This, sir, must certainly look like 
anything else but yielding to them “the maintenance of the country.” 

For fear, however, of prolixity, I will briefly state what took place at the council held by these chiefs 
in our presence, and leave it for others to draw conclusions. On the occasion of the meeting in council, 
our camp was hailed the evening previous, in a very audible and clear manner, by one of the enemy, 
which awakened the attention of all. After being answered by Colonel Twiggs, who desired to know 
what he wanted, the person replied: “ We want to make peace with the white men.” The colonel directed 
him to come in the morning, and bear a white flag, if the red men wanted to hold a talk; that he would 
then hear what they had to say. He consented, departed, and bade us good night. 

The morning following the Indians were seen collecting in groups in the rear of our breastwork, and 
soon after a deputation from them was discovered advancing slowly and cautiously, displaying a white 
flag, Adjutant Barrow was ordered to exhibit a white flag from the breastwork in answer, as a token of 
our promise made the night before, and as an assurance of their safe advance towards the camp. You 
then, sir, received instructions from General Gaines to go out to meet them, accompanied by the adjutant 
and myself, and learn what they had to say. About one hundred and fifty yards distant we received seven 
chiefs, and seated ourselves on a dry log with them. Jumper, called also the Lawyer, opened and con- 
ducted the talk, through Abraham, a black chief and interpreter, in a grave and respectful manner, while 
Oceola and the others were listening with the greatest attention. They said they had lost many warriors, 
and did not wish to fight any more—they wanted peace. They wished time to consult together, and 
agreed to meet us again in the afternoon. Preparatory to that meeting you had reduced to writing 
certain stipulations, which, section by section, Abraham, the interpreter, explained to the others in an 
earnest and impressive manner, the amount of which was that they should agree to meet commissioners 
from the United States, and abide their decision; in the meantime there should be a cessation of hostili- 
ties. All present agreed to the terms proposed ina manner which satisfied us of their sincerity, but 
asked time to see their governor, who was some miles distant, which they would do that night, and meet 
us with him the next day. They then inquired if we had not more men coming; if so, they wished them 
to be informed of what had taken place, as they had also many warriors on their way to join them. It 
was then proposed that a certain number of white and red men should go out together, to prevent a hos- 
tile meeting between the advancing parties. About this time the Indians who were seated on the ground 
at a distance rose up and began to fly, informing their chiefs, who were then in council with us, that the 
white men were coming. We directed them to take their men into a hammock on our right; but before 
they had all entered General Clinch came up with his command and fired a few shots upon them, before 
he could be informed what had been done in council. The next morning they did not appear; but so much 
confidence had you and J, sir, in their sincerity the day before that we left the camp together for a walk 
of observation on the bank of the river. Our men, after that, amused themselves fishing and bathing in 
the river, without the least apprehension; and while we remained there, and during the two weeks in 
camp near Fort Drane, not a rifle was fired. In truth, sir, there was nothing like treachery on their part; 
and I believe every officer and private considered them sincere, and looked for a speedy termination of 
the war. 

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
GEORGE E. VARRAL, lale Surgeon Louisiana Volunteers. 

Captain E. A. I1rencock. 


P. 8.—I have given you a hasty sketch, from memory, of what took place at the meeting we had 
with the chiefs, You are at liberty to do with it as you please, either in part or as it now stands. I did 
hope, before this, to have had the pleasure of paying my respects to General Gaines, as it las been 
reported that he was coming to our city. LT look back with much pleasure on some portion of our cam- 
paign together, and shall always entertain the highest respect for the general and his staff, as well as 
many others. I hope that my communication contains all you require; if not, write me again, and I may 


H. 


supply any omissions now made. 


Nos. 36 and 37.—Maps of Florida and Camp Izard. 
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No. 38. 
[From the New York Courier and Inquirer of April 2, 1836.] 
Affairs in Florida.—The Savannab Georgian contains an order issued by General Gaines, giving a 
history of his campaign in Florida, from which we make the following extracts: 

“These troops, in the short space of thirty-six days, have marched by land and water nearly eight 
hundred miles—one handred and forty through the country occupied by the enemy, whose principal force 
they have met, beaten, and forced to sue for peace. 

“All did their duty cheerfully and gailantly; and when it became necessary to mect the question 
whether to eat their own horses or to abandon an important position, all cheerfully preferred this 
unpleasant subsistence to any movement that would endanger the frontier. The horse-meat was accord- 
ingly eaten by officers and men, until the enemy was beaten and sued for peace.” 


Ife further says: 

“The object for which I set out from Louisiana being accomplished, I resign the command of the 
Louisiana troops to General Clinch, until the arrival of the forces under the officer charged with the diplo- 
matic arrangements by the War Department. Whenever and so soon as that officer shall mature his’ plan of 
operations, aud accomplish the duties assigned to him, the forces from Louisiana will return to New 
Orleans.” 

The manner in which the war with the Seminole Indians has been conducted, and the injury which 
the country has sustained in consequence of the jealousy which General Gaines has exhibited towards 
General Scott, are subjects of general conversation; and although we have ever entertained a high 
respect for General Gaines, and justly appreciated his services, we should be wanting in our duty as 
public journalists if we did not pointedly condemn his conduct while at the head of the troops which 
have been so disgracefully kept at bay on the banks of the Withlacoochee by an enemy inferior in num- 
bers and without any pretension to discipline. 

We will not stop to inquire into the motives which induced General Gaines to proceed into the Indian 
information at Pensacola that General Scott had been selected to 


country after he had received officia 
Any 


conduct the war against the Seminoles, and that Ais services were required on the Mexican frontier. 
person who will read the extract from his general orders, must at once perceive, that while patriolism may 
have been one of the causes for such conduct, yet the moving principle of action with him was a desire 
to deprive General Scott of any laurels which a successful issue to the campaign might secure to him. 
We do not say, nor do we believe that he intended to render the campaign unsuccessful ; but we have not 
a doubt that he was deterinine! to mike an effort to put an enl to the stragele by a forced march of his 
own, even at the hazard of thereby frustrating for a time the plans of his superior officer. In this it is 
now certain he might have succeeded if he had acted with vigor ; and if so, he probably would have been 
held excused by the public, who always look more to the results of military movements than to the objects 
with which they are undertaken and the foresight and talent displayed in their execution, 

That General Gaines proceeded into the heart of the Indian country with nearly five hundred volun- 
teers and upwards of six hundred regular troops, well disciplined, and commanded by as brave and 
intelligent officers as can be found in any army, is already matter of history ; and it is equally matter of 
history, that although the Indian enemy did not in fact muster so large a body of warriors, yet at no time 
did the general himself estimate them at more than fifteen hundred! Admitting for a moment that they 
were fifteen hundred strong : has it ever happened in the history of our Indian wars, has it ever entered 
the mind of the most ignorant, to believe it possible that with this force eleven hundred regulars and 
volunteers should have been held in check, beaten day after day, and finally compel/ed to act upon the 
defensive and sfarve within a breastwork which they had reared for defensive instead of offensive warfare ? 
The very conception of such a contingency being within the scope of possibility, would, but a few weeks 
since, have been considered evidence of gross ignorance if not partial derangement ; and yet such an event 
has occurred, and the people in astonishment look at each other and ask in vain for an explanation |! They 
look too, in vain, for any explanation in the letters from the seat of war, or in the orders of the 
commanding general ; unless indeed they are to find such explanation in his boast that his command had 
“met, beaten, and forced the enemy to sue for peace !” 

We would respectfully ask, Are such the facts of the ease? Do not the ofticial reports of Generals 
Scott and Clinch, corroborated by all the letters written from the theatre of events, distinctly proclaim 
that the enemy has not been beaten or forced to sue for peace, but that he is now in force on the Withla- 
coochee, flushed with victory, and ready to make another desperate effort, in consequence of the encour- 
agement ne has received in his contests with General Gaines’s command? It is notorious that day after 
day General Gaines was met and held in check by an inferior force of Indians ; and that instead of 
sweeping them from the face of the earth and putting an end to the war at once, as he could have done by 
a gallant attack upon them, he intrenched himself in a hastily-constructed breastwork, and there resolved 
to slarve in presence of his enemy unless relieved by General Clinch. If his men were too short of 
provisions to fight, how happens it that they succeeded in sustaining themselves for several days in 
succession within their breastwork ? It is not contended that when they entered their breastwork they 
were in a starving state and too much enfeebled by hunger to meet the enemy ; and we cannot but believe 
that the labor and energies expended in fortifying themselves against the very enemy they sought for the 
purpose of chastising, would have been far better applied in a brisk pursuit of that enemy and _ his 
annihilation. Why, we ventare to assert that there was not a solitary officer of the army with the general 
at the time who did not condemn his proceeding as most extraordinary and calculated to cover their 
detachment with dishonor; and we are very sure that there cannot be found in service an officer of any 
rank or standing who will have the hardihood to defend this proceeding. We do not doubt the courage 
of General Gaines—-that is as unquestionable as are his former services to the country ; but never has it 
fallen to our lot since the days of Hull to record such disreputable prudence at the very moment when an 
opportunity offered to accomplish the great object of the expedition—the total destruction of his foe. 
There is not, there cannot be a doubt that if Gaines had continued to operate on the offensive instead of 
ingloriously retiring into a breastwork, Oveola and his warriors would now have been effectually put down, 
if not exterminated ; and that, too, without his troops suffering as much from hunger as they did in their 


intrenchments. Had he beaten the enemy, as he says he did, and as he most assuredly could and should 
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have done, he would have been able to supply his command from their stores, for they had an abundance 
of stolen beeves with them, two of which Qceo/a offered him when he treated with and dictated terms to his 
conqueror ! 

But enough of this disgraceful affair. General Gaines was fortunately rescued from his perilous 
situation by the timely arrival of General Clinch ; and even then, instead of forcing his enemy to yield, 
he fled from him with precipitation, and published the account of his glorious campaign, which has caused 
his brother officers to blush for the conduct of the third in rank in the army, and at the same time greatly 
perplexed the people at Jarge, who cannot exactly understand why an enemy which has been “ beaten and 
compelled to sue for peace,” should still bid defiance to the army under General Scott. 

But, extraordinary as las been the conduct of General Gaines in the field, the detail of that conduct 
as given by himself is equally open to censure. At Pensacola General Gaines was officially apprised that 
General Scott had been selected to conduct this war ; he subsequently met that officer and saw his ar- 
rangements to accomplish what he had failed in ; and yet he published to the world not only that the enemy 
had been “beaten and forced to sue for peace,” but speaks of his commanding general as “the officer 
charged with the diplomatic arrangements by the War Department.” Now, if this means anything, it 
means that General Scott was only sent to Florida in a civil capacity—as a negotiator, a minister extra- 
ordinary or plenipotentiary, for the purpose of treating with King Oceola, while he (General Gaines) was 
selected to do the fighting ; had accomplished the object of his visit, paved the way for a gracious 
reception of Mr. Scott the diplomatist, and bravely borne away the honors of a gallant and chivalrous 
achievement! Alas, “how are the mighty fallen!” how unfortunate is it that poor human nature cannot 
resist the ravages of time, and that the noblest of our species, if permitted to remain too long on earth, 
necessarily relapse into a second childhood. 

The following is the intelligence from the seat of war received yesterday: 


{From the Globe of March 31.] 


“Despatches were received on Tuesday evening at the Adjutant General’s office, dated Fort Drane, 
March 14, which state that General Clinch, with some means of subsistence, and about six hundred 
men, of whom one hundred and fifty were mounted Floridians, joined General Gaines on the 6th 
instant. The force under the latter had already been reduced to the necessity of commencing on horses 
and dogs for their subsistence. The troops remained in their position until the 10th. General Gaines 
relingnished the command to General Clinch on the 9th, and departed for Louisiana. The troops under 
General Clinch fell back to the vicinity of Fort Drane. 

“Tt appears that at the moment of the junction of the troops under General Clinch with General 
Gaines some communication had been opened with the Indians. The Indians, however, were fired upon 
by the advancing troops, and afterwards disappeared. 

“General Scott reports that he has reason to believe the Indians in the same position they have 
oceupied for some time. General Scott continues, ‘I have instructed Brigadier General Eustis, after 
scouring the country through which he would have to pass to some extent, to place his column in position 
somewhere in the neighborhood of Pelaklikaha about the 25th instant. Colonel Lindsay, by the same day, 
is to be with his force at Chickuchatty, about two marches from Tampa, and means are suggested to each 
in order to multiply the chances of communication with each other. The right wing will move hence, say, 
on the 24th instant, to attack in front. This column will pass through Withlacoochee about half a mile 
below the late intrenched camp, where there is a good ford, &e. 

“<The 25th instant is appointed in order that I may ke certain of giving Brigadier General Eustis 
and Colonel Lindsay time to put themselves in position respectively, and further to give time to the har- 
assed troops lately under the command of Major General Gaines to recruit themselves for effective opera- 
tions. The same interval is equally important to enable Brigadier General Clinch to receive from Picolata, 
or Garey’s Ferry, a quantity of subsistence indispensable to give confidence to the movements of the right 
wing.” 

Extract of a letter from General Clinch to General Scott, dated 
“Fort Drane, Jarch 12. 


“T returned last night from the Withlacoochee with the troops composing the right wing, Florida 
army. ‘The troops turned over to me by Major General Gaines are stationed four miles in advance of 
this post, and with a little rest and recruiting, will be a very efficient force, and will add much to the 
strength of the army of Florida. 

“The principal foree of the Indians is still on the Withlacoc chee, and it is my opinion they will 
remain there until driven from their stronghold by force.” 

The following is an extract from a letter received from Dr. Nourse, dated 
“Torr Brooke, Zampa Bay, March 16, 1836, 

“We march in a few days for Fort King, for the purpose of joining General Scott. Colenel Lindsay, 
of the army, arrived since my last with eight hundred Alabama volunteers, making the force at this post 
at present about one thousand two hundred.” 


[From the Richmond Enquirer, March 16.] 


“There is every reason to believe that Powell (OQcecla) remains with his people in the same neigh- 
borhood. This is most fortunate for Scott’s operations. On the 25th, Eustis, with 1,700 men, would be 
at Pelaklikaha, on the road from Tampa to Fort King, and Colonel Lindsay had been expected to be at 
Chickuchatty, nearer to Tampa, with about 800 men. ‘There is too much reason to fear that the dispersion 
of the 700 troops from Alabama would embarrass this part of the arrangement. General Scott could not, 
by the 16th, have heard of this unfortunate contretemps. Clinch, on the same day, (the 25th,) would be 
back on the Withlacoochee, with about 1,800 men. About 400 of Clinch’s wing had been left by General 
Scott on the St. John’s, but they would be up in time. Whilst Scott attacks them in front on the one 
side, Eustis and Lindsay were to close in the rear—not only to aid in the engagement, but to prevent the 
escape to the southeast. If the Indians remain in their present position, and everybody believed that 
they would, the great stroke was expected to be given about the 28th, (yesterday,) and some smaller 
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bodies would then remain to be picked up. The delay till the 28th was to make it certain that Eustis and 
Lindsay were in position, and to enable Clinch to receive from Picolata and Garey’s Ferry the necessary 
subsistence. All the wagons have gone to those places. The army was in fine spirits, and Gaines’s 
troops recovering fast from their recent sufferings. If General Scott should succeed in his operations, he 
expected to be at Tampa Bay by the Tth of April. 

“Wow far the disappointment in receiving the Alabama volunteers will embarrass the operations 
of the campaign it is impossible for us to determine. We have every contidence, however, in the genius 
and resources of General Scott.” 


Orrice or THE Commissary GENERAL oF Supsistence, Washington, July 1, 1836. 
Sir: Yours of the 11th ultimo is received. I feel confident that no exertions on your part have been 
spared to meet the wishes of this department; and I have to express my entire approbation of all you 
have done in the performance of your important and arduous duties. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
G. GIBSON, Commissary General of Subsistence. 


Lieutenant P. Morrison, Assistant Commissary of Subsistence, New Orleans. 


[Extract. } 
Orrice OF THE Commissary GENERAL OF SUBSISTENCE, Washington, September 238, 1836. 

I cannot close this communication without expressing to you my thanks for the prompt, correct, and 
very efficient manner in which you have conducted the arduous duties confided to you by this department 
for the last eleven years. 

Very respectfully, you obedient servant, 
G. GIBSON, Commissary General of Subsistence. 


Lieutenant P. Morrison, Assistant Commissary of Subsistence, New Orleans. 


No. 41. 


Statement of subsistence stores in the harbor of Tampa Pay on the 31st March, 1836. 


RE a DOTK Sons ss ste se ves eer eT ee ree Tee eee eT ee er ee eT ee eT (Weekes «=, Se 
Rations of dour and hard! bread:s.............. ee ee ee oe b  o8 hw ele) wipers 6% eile Ole tei sae ors 304, 425 
NN I og Sig era er eth we hasan sa.w x ob Oodle OP TOT eee eee TLC TCT Tot ee 340, 250 
NE OE ON es we rkcwat eGaawnk s&s pa cin S/asmais Leck Cte wer ee rrr T ere et oe ere 212, 875 


The amount of small rations on hand, viz: beans, soap, candles, salt, and vinegar, exceeds this state- 
ment, and no additional supplies of those articles will be required. 

The commanding general no doubt will give you astatement of the number of troops in the field, and the 
quantity of rations which will be required at this post. Should, however, an estimate be made for addi- 
tional complete rations, it will only be necessary for you to furnish pork and flour, or bread. 

GOUVERNEUR MORRIS, First Lieutenant and A. C. of S. 


First Lieutenant P. Morrison, A. C. S., New Orleans, La. 


[from the New Orleans Bulletin of September 26, 1836.} 
ITrapquarters Western Department, Camp Sabine, July 4, 1836. 

Sir: I received, on the 25th, at Pensacola, on my way to this place, your letter of the 10th of March. 

I have delayed replying until now, from a firm conviction that my letters of the 15th and 25th of 
January and 6th of February to you, with those of the 2d, 22d, 28th, and 29th of February and 2d of 
March, to General Clinch, with my orders and special orders of the 18th of January to the 9th of March, 
1836, inclusively, reported to you by my acting assistant adjutant general, for the information of the proper 
authorities, would fully exculpate me from the imputations of General Scott, that I had “interfered with 
his command,” or “ disturbed his plan of operations,” &c.; more especially as the complainant’s accusations 
were not deemed to be of sufficient importance for me to be furnished with a copy. But, having recently 
secn the attacks made on me, through the newspaper called the “Globe,” and some other papers of equal 
respectability, and of all political parties, since the first of April last, purporting to be from the pen of that 
officer, or from his dictation or sanction, aided by the quartermaster general, a franking bureau officer of 
the War Department—these insidious publications assure me that Iam again wantonly assailed. These 
combined attacks suggest to me the propriety of making, for the information of the proper authorities, 
the remarks and explanations which follow, and which I deem necessary and proper, in vindication of my 
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conduct, my movements, and measures, in connexion with the war in East Florida, between the 5th of 
January and 9th of March last—a task which Iwas more than willing to abstain from, or leave to others, as I 
could not, consistently with my own self-respect, and justice to my command, repel the calumnious acecu- 
sations without calling in question the opinions of high public factionaries whose judgment and patriotism 
I had Jong sincerely respected; nor, indeed, without seeming disposed to join in an acrimonious contro- 
versy, Which nothing short of an order from the President, or the absolute necessity of self-defence, could 
prompt me to do. 

The Order No. 7 of the present year, requiring General Scott to repair to the left wing of my depart- 
ment, was never seen by me until my arrival at Fort King, the 22d of February. I state this faet simply 
because it is @ fact hitherto, | apprehend, unknown at your oflice—but it is a fact to which | attach little 
or no importance. Had I received this order at Pensacola, | should have viewed it as a measure of the 
Secretary of War, taken without a full knowledge of the —— of the war upon that frontier, and of the 
circumstances which had rendered my movement to Florida proper; and that, therefore, my movement 
thither ought to continue until Tshould feclassured that the President was apprised of all the material facts 
bearing upon the subject; and more especially wnlil the officer authorized to enter upon that part of my com- 
mand assigned to him, and which formed the principal thea re of the war, should make his appearance in per- 
son upon that theatre of the war, wuless, indecd, my attention had been called to other and apparently more 
important military operations, also in actual war, than those which called me to East Florida 

This view of the subject is based upon an essential principle of military law, derived from the laws of 
nature, and incorporated in our institutions—a principle sustained by the ablest writers of all enlight- 
ened nations to whose works T have had access—a principle without the strict observance of which no nation 
whose geographical limits exceed twenty miles square could be successfully defended—a principle 
deeply interwoven with the highest attributes of sovereignty and of self-government, namely, self-defence 
and self-preservation, as a nation or state ; or, in other words, prorectloN—IMMEDIATE, INSTANTANEOUS PROTEC- 
TION—to the erposed feeble members of the community from savage war. Yes, sir, immediate, instantaneous 
protection by the military officer intrusted with the command of the particular section of country 
threatened with savage attack, until relieved before the enemy by the new commander, 

Let us look into a few of the principal features of the case in question, and see what would probably 
have been the effect of a contrary rule of conduct on my part. In command of the western department, 
Thad met at New Orleans intelligence of a great and unlooked-for disaster having occurred upon the left 
wing of my department, far distant from the seat of the federal government, from whence alone could I 


hope to receive new orders, or special instructions more applic: able to the case, in all its bearings, than 
the orders of the President aoe ed in my commission to serve the United States diligently as a general 
officer—with the orders which he had given me fo command the western department. An important 





white settlement within my department was reported to be overrun, sacked, aid burnt—a United States agent 
of Indian affairs, and cight valuable officers, and ninety-cight faithful soldiers, with many worthy frontier 
citizens killed, and their property stolen or destroyed) And I was aware that most of the neighboring 
military posts, namely, Forts Brooke, King, Drane, and Key West, all within my military department, 
were without any other works of defeuce than such as an efficient force of 500 men might have taken 
and destroyed in a few hours, with little loss or risk on their part—the garrisons of two of those posts 
(Fort King and Key West) being insuflicient for their defence. T was, moreover, apprised that there 
were but about 600 troops of the regular army at that time in Florida, and these were separated by ¢ 
wilderness, supposed to be occupied by the enemy, comprehending near 20,000 square miles, exte nding 
nearly 250 miles from north to south, and from 120 to 40 miles from east to west, with our 600 regulars 
stationed at the opposite angles and sides of this extensive wilderness, without disposable force sufficient to 
insure a concentration at any one important vulnerable point, from one side of the wilderness in question to 
the other, without the most imminemt danger of having such force destroyed in its movement to the 
point of concentration. The destruction of the brave but unfortunate Major Dade, with his heroic officers 
and men, affords an impressive lesson upon this view of the subject which no prudent American, soldier 
or citizen, should ever lose sight of. Under these circumstances, what was the duty of the commander of 
the western department 2? What, I ask, was the proper course for me to pursue? These questions may 
be most readily answered by asking another : What had I promised upen my oathto do? Thad prom- 
ised, upon my oath prescribed by law, “ to bear true faith and allegiance to the United States of America, 
and to serve them honestly and faithfully against their enemies or opposers whomsoever, and to observe and 
obey the orders of the President of the United States, and the orders of the officers appointed over me according 
fo the rules and articles of war.” 

Thad with me my sword and my commission, with the orders of the President of the United States 
to “command” this department. Now, it is well known that for me to command a military departnent, 
or any particular section of country upon the frontier, great or small, is, in a plain military sense, so to 
order and employ the men and means confided to my direction as to protect our own people of the United 
States upon that section of frontier “against their enemies or opposers whomsvever,” as set forth in the 
aforementioned oath ; and, if it be in time of war, to continue so to command until duly relieved by the new 
commander, IN HIS OWN PROPER PERSON, and on the theatre of the war. 

In failing to comply with this sacred injunction, I well knew that I might thereby have suffered the 
enemy to kill great numbers of the citizens and troops, in addition to those already slain within the limits 
of my command, and burn their houses, and take their property. It was my bounden duty, therefore, 
without waiting for new orders or special instructions, to collect together any disposable force found 
within my department which I wight deem sufficient to enable me promptly to strike at the enemy, and, 
if possible, subdue them, or check their devastations, until the President should have notice of them, and 
of my efforts to arrest them, ana then give such new orders as he might think fit. 

But it is contended, principally indeed by those who have proven themselves to be better qualified 
for the quiet vocation of a writing-desk than the turbulent scenes of an Indian war, that I ought to have 
abandoned the expedition at Pensacola, because I received, on my arrival at that city, your letter notifying 
me, not that General Scott had actually arrived at the theatre of the war in Florida, bué that he had 
been ordered thither by the Secretary of War! But little reflection is necessary to see the fallacy of this 
closet view of the subject. I had embarked, pursuant to my letter of the 2d of February, addressed ‘ to 
General Clinch, or the officer commanding the forces asse subling on tie northeast border of East Florida,” 
with a view to co-operate with that officer in subduing the enemy. Thad, moreover, given a pledge to 
the principal force then with me (the Louisiana volunteers) that 1 would not require them to go further 
than Iwould myself go, and that I would stand by them as long as they would stand by me, tr bringing the war 
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to an honorable close Thad thus promised, on the 2d of February, with a force of 700 men, so to co-ope- 
rate ; this force had been fortunately increased, before the emb: arka tion was effected, to near 1,100 men. 
With this very respectable force embarked, and in its movement for T: ampa Bay, and within two days’ 
march (by steam) of that place, I received at Pensacola the notification from you that General Scott had 
been ordered by the Secretary of War to that part of my command to which I was, under the above-men- 
tioned circumstances, destined. But what assurance could I have had that he was there? Did you 
notify me that he was at the post of honor assigned to him by the Secretary of War, or that such arrange- 
ments had been made as afforded reasonable ground to hope that General Scott would be prepared soon to 
breast the storm of savage desolation, and prolect from the scalping-knife and firebrand the helpless citizens 
of both sexes, and of all ages, in that region, who had looked to me as their protector? Did you tell me 
that Oceola and his war-chicfs had given to the President satisfactory assurance that they would suspend 
their massacres and conflagrations until General Scott should complete his plan of operations, and be quite 
ready to subdue them? No such thing is found in your letter. Nor had 1 any reason, from the previous 
northern or western wilderness movements of that officer, to anticipate anything like a prompt movement 
on his part into the wilds of Florida, longer than he should find himself and his forces and supplies 
propelled by steam-power. 

The now well-ascertained fact that General Scott confined his personal operations to the little interior 
and unmenaced places called Picolata, Volusia, Black ereek, and Fort Drane, aud the intervening country 
within the white settlements, occasionally on board the “little steamboat the E’ssayons,” for near six 
weeks, viz: from about the middle of February until the 26th of Mareb last, without any attempt on his 
part to search for the enemy, proves clearly—not that [ should have abandoned my expedition at Pensa- 
cola, at Tampa Bay, at Fort King, or at the Withlacoochee, without subduing the enemy, but that I 
should, if possible, have redoubled my efforts to accomplish this all-important object sooner than I did; 
and, in place of leaving them under a pledge that hostilities on our part should cease, if, as they pro- 
posed, they would peaceably await the arrival of General Scott, and would attend to the terms he should 
be authorized by the President of the United States to offer them, (a pledge which appears to have been 
wholly disregarded by that officer,) I had taken them to Tampa Bay, completed with them a treaty, in 
accordance with my own understanding of what was due to them and to the United States—a measure 
which, I am convinced, I could have accomplished had IT not indulged in the fruitless expectation that 
General Scott would arrive soon after hearing Thad found the enemy, and employ himself in the perform- 
ance of the diplomatic and other duties assigned to him by the Secretary of War—TI have no doubt that I 
should by such a movement have relieved the Florida frontier forever from all further disturbance on the 
part of these Indians, and should have placed them in a position calculated in time to change their 
inveterate hostility, desperation, and distress, to peace and comfort, if not to a sense of respect and 
gratitude to our government and country for the humanity, care, and kindness extended to them on their 
having sued for peace. I am well assured that every officer, and every intelligent soldier of the Loui- 
siana volunteers and United States troops then with me upon the Withlacoochee, will concur in’ the 
Opinion just now expressed, 

From the foregoing views it may possibly 
to General Scott for his readiness again and again to solicit or 
Imagine was calculated to awaken in my mind sentiments of personal ill-will towards dim, such as he 
had some years past labored, through many acrimonious pages, to produce; but which dime, with that 
sort of reflection which naturally resulis from a rational use of time, had so mitigated as to induce me, on 
the receipt of your letter notifying me that he was ordered into my department, so far from feeling 
dissatisfied with him, to resolve upon availing myself of the occasion to co-operate with him (though 
junior to me) in a manner which I felt convinced, if he did his duty correctly, would be the means of 
enabling us at the proper theatre of action to settle our disputes forever, by our joint efforts in battle, to 
show which of us could do the enemy the most harin and our country the most good; and thus, in the best 
possible way of terminating personal enmities, restore between us that harmony which a proper sense of 
public duty should prompt every high-minded public fanetionary to extend to each other, so that the public 
service should suffer no detriment from their intemperate controversies, IT knew General Scott too well 


to imagine he had ever solicited such a command, in the swamps of a wilderness, and against an enemy such as 
he had long held in contempt; aud I had long since ceased to cherish towards that officer any feeling of 
hostility. I had triumphed in the controversy which he had forced upon me. I was gratified at my 
triumph, not so much that General Scott was vanquished, as that the law of the land was maintained and pre- 
served inviolate by the part which T had taken in th: tt controversy. I shall again triumph—not that I have 
any claim to that peculiar talent of which some of my reckless encmics may boast—the talent of “making 
the worse appear the better cause "—but that IT have the law of the land to sustain me. It is my present 
purpose to show that the facts of the case were such as to prove that I was constantly within the pale of 
mut prove myself to have been tn dhe right, and that all who are opposed 


be inferred that IT may have been disposed to attach blame 
accept a command which he might 


military law; I cannot, therefore, | 


to me are in the wrong. 
It will be seen, by nekerring to my letter of the 22d of February, that Texpressed my purpose cordia/ly 


to co-operate with General Cline h, or the officer commanding the forces then assembling in the northeast border 
of East Florida, or at Fort Drane (I have no copy of my letter near me, and write now from my recol- 
lection of its contents, in which Tam sure that I am substantially correct.) I also expressed in that 
letter my hope that our joint efforts might tend speedily to terminate the war. This sentiment had been often 
expressed by me to my staff and to the fick : officers of my command, True it is that my letters of the 
92d, 28th, and 29th of Febri uary, and 38d of March, were all addressed to General Clinch, or the officer 
commanding at Fort Drane. They were, phemeast properly so addressed, and they were obviously 
the information and government of any officer at Fort Drane in command of the force 
assembling at or near that post for the defence of that section of the national frontier. Soon after the 
date of my letter of the “_ of February, I had seen, at Fort King, a letter from General Scott, in which 
he expressed a desire to know where the principal force of the enemy could be found; that letter was 
addressed to General Clinch, and dated at Picolata, about the 17th or I8th of February. Not doubting 
the sincerity of General Seott’s wish to learn where to find the enemy, I was truly gratified to have it in ny 
power to say that I would search for and endeavor to find their principal force, and would report accord- 
My superior knowledge of the country and of the enemy justified me in the hope and expectation 

for my imovement 


intended for 


ingly. 
that I should be able soon to relieve General Scott's supposed anxiety upon this point; 
by the way of the Alafia, and the buttle ground of the lamented Major Dade, where there was most reason 


to believe the enemy would make their boldest stand, (that having been deemed tv be the place of their 
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“greatest good luck,” as the interpreters had termed it,) having proven that their principal force was not 
in that quarter, I could not doubt but that I should find them lower down on the Withlacoochee; and I 
therefore determined to continue my search in that direction—that being in the direction to Fort Brooke, 
the only certain point from which I could replenish my supplies of subsistence and ammunition, the great 
supply which should have been at Fort King having been withheld from that place—whether intentionally 
to embarrass my operations, or from ignorance of the country, with its wasted resources, or ignorance of 
their duty on the part of General Scott and his quartermaster general, I am yet to learn. It is sufficient 
for me at present to affirm that large supplies ought to have been, and might lave been, deposited at Fort 
King and at Fort Drane before the 22d of February, and that I was unable to obtain at those posts more 
than eight days’ rations of subsistence, with scarce one hour’s supply of powder and shot or cartridges. 
Nor could I take this slender supply without leaving those posts with a short allowance, that could not 
have been justified but upon the expectation of other supplies being on the road near them, and that my 
movement would contribute to divert from them the attention of the enemy. My plan of operations, 
embraced in my letter of the 22d of February, was, under all the circumstances of the case, necessary and 
proper; and it was also proper for me to address my letters intended for General Scott, who, 1 was aware, 
was not in my department, to General Clinch, an officer known to be on duty within my department, or the 
officer commanding the troops assembling at Fort Drane, where General Scott was expected to arrive in the 
course of a few days—where, indeed, he ought to have been before the middle of February. General 
Clinch, who perfectly understood his duty, lost no time in forwarding my letters, or copies of them, to 
General Scott, at Picolata, who, in place of a prompt response, meeting in the spirit in which it was offered 
my proposition cordially to co-operate with him in bringing the war to a speedy termination, indulged 
himself in unwarranted animadversions—imputing to me the worst of motives for my movements, and 
wasting, in unavailing murmurs, that precious moment for action, by co-operation with me, as [had proposed, 
or, if he preferred it, by taking the field, and there relieving me; he appears to have chosen rather to occupy 
himself in writing accusations against me, and endeavoring to convince the President of the United States 
that, in my letter of the 22d of February, above referred to, [had been guilty of some criminal interference 
with his (General Scott’s) authority, as stated in your letter of the 10th of March, and more fully stated 
in the publications dated at Picolata, Black creek, Fort Drane, and more recently at other places, purporting 
to be from General Scott and other officers of the army, all referring to “the plan of operations” and 
opinions of General Scott, but so artfully mixed up with plausible fiction and reckless calumny, slightly 
tempered with a few grains of truth, as to render it impossible to determine the source whence the mass 
of matter originated, or to discriminate between the official, the semi-official, and mere hireling slanders con- 
tained in this mass of matter. I would not willingly, in an official communication to your office, to be 
submitted to the President of the United States, take any notice of anything contained in those publica- 
tions that is not strictly official. IfI err in my attempt to discriminate in this particular, I will thank you 
to enable me to rectify myself, by favoring me with all the official statements referring to my conduct in 
relation to the war in Florida, as I may deem it to be essential to my vindication to show to all who may 
have entertained a doubt, as I trust I have already shown to the satisfaction of every man of military 
mind who has heard me, or seen my vindication, upon the following points : 

1. That the proper time and place for me to have suspended my movement, and for General Scott to 
have entered upon the command assigned to him in my department, was when he should appear in person 
near me, at the known theatre of the war, and nowhere else, while the war continued. 

2. That until he thus made his personal appearance near me, at the theatre of the war, he had no right 
whatever to assume the control of a soldier, a public horse, or a public ration, within the limits of my 
department. 

3. That it was my bounden duty to retain the control of every soldier, every horse, every ration, and 
every other species of public property, necessary to the success of ny operations against the enemy, con- 
nected with the command of the western department; and, above all, to retain and exercise the command, 
honestly and faithfully on the part of the United States, “against their enemies or opposers whomsoever ;” 
and (in the language of the 62d article of war) give “orders for what is needful to the service, unless 
otherwise specially directed by the President of the United States, according to the nature of the case,” 
and the President had never specially directed ut to be otherwise. The adjutant general’s notification of 
orders. given through him by the Secretary of War was insufficient. This was, to say the least, a 
loose way of carrying into effect a solemn provision of law, embracing a subject of great delicacy and 
importance to the service.——(See the 62d article of war.) When the law expressly forbids a change of 
command, as in this article of war, without the special direction of the President, it is obvious that the 
spirit of the law cannot be fulfilled without the direction is given by the President, or in his name, by a 
person known to be authorized to communicate the orders or directions of the President. The adjutant 
general wrote by order of the Secretary of War. Nevertheless, if the President himself had given the 
order that General Scott should enter upon the duties of the command against the Indians in the western 
department whilst I was in the field, I contend that neither myself nor any other officer engaged as I was 
in the immediate protection of the frontier, in the pursuit of the enemy, or in action, holding the enemy in check, 
could, with any propriety, or without a crime, abandon the command merely on receipt of the order, and 
before the arrival at the place of pyrsuit, or of action, of the new commander, unless specially directed by the 
President so to abandon the command! A direction such as I venture to affirm has never been given in 
any civilized nation whose military history is known in this country. The theatre of the war was the place, 
the only proper place, for General Scott to enter upon and for me to abandon the command assigned to 
him at any time before the enemy was subdued; but that officer did not choose to make his personal appear- 
ance at the Withlacoochee, though cordially and repeatedly invited by me, and challenged by the reiterated 
reports of my cannon, and by the war-whoop and rifle of the Indians, (as announced to him by General 
Clinch,) to partake of the professional banquet which was regularly spread before me every day, from the 27th 
of February to the 5th of March, inclusively. I did not choose to urge or entreat him to come, because I have 
never desired to see an ofticer or soldier near me in action who did not come cheerfully and promptly, 
or who has been habitually vexing himself in fastidious scruples about his rank ; and because I had reason 
to apprehend, from the tardiness of his movement, that a disease which General Scott contracted towards 
me in August, 1814, had not been completely cured. It was, probably, that sickness of the spleen, which 
the best of doctors say “finds ease only in the misery of others ;” a sickness which a rapid march to the 
Withlacoochee, with the animating scenes, the martial music, pure air, and simple food of that region of 
the wilderness has never, to my knowledge, failed to improve the health of troops afllicted with disease of 
any kind, including cholera. That General Seott was retarded in his nfovement to the Withlacoochee by 
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some secret griefs T could not doubt. What they were I know not. They will doubtless be disclosed in 
due time. He appears to have been content, for a time, with the notion that Thad most improperly and 
prematurely interfered with his command, and disturbed his plan of operations before it had been brought 
to maturity ! that it was my duty to consider him as entitled to the command, and the entire control of 
my troops and supplies, before he arrived in person within the limits of my department! that my subduing 
the Indians onght to pass for nothing, because he was expecially authorized, and I was not especially 
authorized, to subdue them! Childish conclusions these; too trifling to merit any notice, nor should [ 
have noticed them but for the call made on me to explain and vindicate my conduct, and from the hope 
that my vindication may be read by the well-meaning officers and men of the volunteers and the army, 
who doubt, if indeed any doubt the propriety of my conduct--who, I am convinced, will readily yield 
their hasty opinions to the conviction which mature reflection on the subject cannot but produce. They 
will agree with me that my path of public duty was plain—too plain to be mistaken by any honest soldier 
or citizen not blinded by the spirit of party, or some other diabolic prejudice or passion: it was, without 
waiting for new orders, to fly as rapidly as possible, with whatever disposable force and supplies might 
appear to me necessary and proper to arrest the progress of the apparent growing evil of the late disasters ; 
strengthen the feeble military posts, and, if possible, put an end to the war by a vigorous co-operation 
with any forces found in that quarter, cr otherwise, as circumstances should dictate, according to my own 
plan of operations, contained in my letters of the 2d, 22d, 28th, and 29th of February, above referred to. 
The sum and substance of my design was to afford prompt and complete protection, that sort of protection 
which is guaranteed by the Constitution of the United States to the people of the United States—including the 
pioneer, the widow, the orphan, inhabitants of the frontier camp or cabin, as well as the polished and 
wealthy citizen of the great emporium cf party politics, of commerce, and fashion; that complete protec- 
tion, the work of which should, if possible, commence before the work of destruction upon the frontier is 
Jinished, or even begun—protection to the living citizen rather than lo the ashes of the slain! My plan of opera- 
tions was expressed as concisely as I could express it in my letter of the 22d of February—it was “to 
search for the enemy until I should find them, and then beat them, as otherwise he would beat me.” 

4. In carrying into effect this plan of operations, I could suffer no officer to interfere with my troops, 
military posts, or supplies of any kind, within the limits of my department, until he should appear in 
person within those limits, duly authorized, and apparently ready and willing to meet the enemy and pro- 
tect the people of the United States within my department “against their enemies or opposers whomsoever ;” 
or until I had met and beaten the enemy, and compelled them to sue for peace. 

5. I did mect the enemy, and did several times beat them, and finally compelled them to sue for peace. 
How this was accomplished I need not now undertake to describe. Grave doubts have been expressed, in 
some of the publications to which I have referred, as to the sincerity of the Indian chiefs in suing for 
peace, upon which is supposed to rest the fact of their having been subdued. I am willing to leave the 
issue of these questions to the testimony of the officers and the intelligent volunteer and regular soldiers 
who served with me, pledging my honor to abide by their concurrent testimony. But I am not willing to 
be tried and condemned without a hearing, and by persons who were not only not near me, but who have 
given me good reason to believe they would have been better pleased at my downfall than at the triumph 
obtained by me over the enemy; persons who know full well that the final decree at which every enlight- 
ened citizen and soldier who investigates the subject must sooner or later arrive, establishing the cor- 
rectness of my conduct, must virtually fix the seal of condemnation upon theirs. Hence it was that many 
hours and days of precious time, which should have been devoted to active operations against the Indians, 
were sacrificed at Picolata and Fort Drane, and other places, to the fabrication of slanderous essays, to 
forestall and mislead publie opinion, to condemn my movements, and cover me with the vilest detraction. 
The editors of newspapers, hitherto professing friendliness towards me, have been employed as the leading 
vehicles of this atrocious scheme of slander. Why is this so? I answer, that it is because I disdain to 
be the man of a political party! I owe allegiance to the United States of America, and not to a party. — It 
may be that I did not require my officers and men at the Withlacoochce to take from the enemy as many 
lives as they had, by their savage conduct, forfeited—but where was the bond, or the principle of the laws 
of war, or of nations, binding them to give or me to take the life of any one of them after they had 
raised the white flag and sued for peace? Their first proposition was made on the evening of the 5th 
of March. They were then told that if their chiefs would come in the next day they would be heard, 
They accordingly came with a white flag, on the morning of the 6th of March, when they said, in the 
most subdued tone and manner, “ We do not wish to fight any more; we have lost many of our war- 
riors killed, and others disabled by wounds—we do not wish to lose any more in this way, or otherwise 
than by sickness, or by the falling of trees; and we desire to make peace.” They were told, in reply, 
that I was not authorized to treat with them, but that I had learned that an officer was on his way, 
and would soon be there, with authority to treat with them; that, if they wished for peace, they 
must lay down their arms, or cease to make any further use of them, and stay beyond the With- 
Jacoochee until the officer authorized to treat with them should arrive, and that they must then 
x0 wherever he should require them; but that if they should commit any more hostilities, our troops, 
of which we had many, would kill all of them found with arms in their hands. They then counselled 
among themselves and their warriors until four or five o’clock in the evening. The chiefs then returned, 
and freely assented to my answer to their propositions, the last sentence of which my acting inspector 
general was, for the second time, explaining to them when General Clinch arrived in sight with the troops 
of his immediate conmand from Fort Drane, some of whom fired in the direction of the Indians, but at too 
great a distance to hurt them, They then hastily retreated to the adjoining hammock. They, however, 
manifested no disposition to violate their engagement; nor do 1 believe there was an officer or soldier 
with me, who had witnessed their conduct, who entertained a doubt but that they were subdued, and per- 
fectly sincere in the desire they expressed to abstain from further hostilities and meet General Scott in 
council whenever and wherever he might direct. IT remained in command, in order to satisfy myself of their 
sincerity, until the 9th of March, during which time some hundreds of my men were allowed to amuse 
themselves fishing, for a mile or two up and down the river, without discovering any indication of further 
hostility on the part of the Indians, some of whom were seen on the opposite side of the river. I, on the 
9th of March, turned over the command of the troops then with me to General Clinch, as will be seen by 
my orders of that date, with a view to repair to this frontier. It is proper here to remark that, in order 
to obtain accurate information as to the position of the chiefs and warriors, and whether their pacific views 
remained unchanged after being fired on by the volunteers with General Clinch, [approved the sugges- 
tion of General Clinch to send a black interpreter across the river to their camp. He set out on the 8th 
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and returned on the evening of the 10th of March. Te reported that the chiefs and warriors had gone up 
the Withlacoochee, near thirty miles above Camp Izard, to where their families were stationed; and that the 
chiefs told him they were waiting agreeably to my directions, and that they would be ready in five days to 
hold a council with the officer expected on for that purpose. General Scott was that officer; who, in place of 
mecting them in council, and directing them what tu do to enable them to obtain peace and conform to the 
wishes of the President of the United States—General Scott openly avowed (as I have been informed, and 
his official letters imply) a determination to pay no regard to my arrangement with the Indians, but to 
obtain an overwhelming force, and then annihilate them. Mis blustering threats to this effect were probably 
known to every person, white and black, in and about the house of General Clinch at Fort Drane; and as 
some of the black domestics were in the habits of intimacy with the black interpreters, it was more than 
probable that in this way the threats of the gallant general reached the ears of the Seminole chiefs. 
Nothing, therefore, could be more natural than that they should prepare for self-defence and self-preserva- 
tion against a commander regardless of the pledge made to them by me, his immediate predecessor in 
command, and his senior—a pledge which could not be disregarded without a gross violation of the laws 
of nature and of war, which no nation can tolerate without a positive disregard of the most sacred of her 
obligations of good faith towards her neighbors. The sequel has proven the fallacy of such threats, and 
the truth of the proverb that “the battle is not always to the strong, nor the race to the swift.” 

6. It may be that I did not expose my officers and soldiers—volunteers and regulars—to as much 
risk and loss as some of my accusers deem necessary to give eclat to a triumph! Weaven preserve me, I 
pray, from that eclat which is won by the useless or wanton sacrifice of those placed under my command ! 
If my accusers have reason to believe, from the testimony of those who ventured to accompany and 
co-operate with me in battle, that I neglected any important duty to save my own life or the life of any 
of my oflicers or men, it would be strictly correct in them to establish, if possible, such a charge. But 
upon this point, as upon all the imputations of General Scott and his franking and writing friends, I hold 
towards them the attitude of honest defiance. Had the Constitution or any other law of the land required 
it, or had I ordered it, I have not a doubt that every officer and soldier with me at the Withlacoochee 
would cheerfully have agreed, “if the enemy would stand,” to desire them to take the first shot; and 
would, moreover, have declined the comfort and security of sleeping or fighting behind a breastwork, had 
not this method of occasional action and rest been consecrated by the example of our own beloved Wash- 
ington, and all other great and good men who have signalized themselves in the defence of our country. 
I think it more than probable that my brave little army would have subdued the enemy a few days sooner 
than we did, had I directed them to make a few rapid sorties ; but I had promised General Clinch to make 
no sorties until I should hear from him, from an apprehension that a sortie would have dispersed and 
driven off the Indians before the arrival of mounted force—the only description of force with which a sortie 
could have been made with fuli effect at the place which I occupied. With the aid of the anticipated 
mounted force, I had calculated on taking or destroying most of the Indians, and terminating the war in 
the course of a few days. They were, however, subdued, and sued for peace near twenty hours before I 
heard from General Clinch.—(See my letter to that officer under date the 29th of February, in which I 
promised to abstain from making a sortie until I should hear from him.) On the subject of a sortie, how- 
ever, | was convinced that I should not have succeeded in rendering it effective without the loss of from 
fifty to one hundred of my officers and soldiers; and I have no hesitation in saying that I would not have 
had twenty of my excellent Louisiana volunteers or regulars recklessly sacrificed, whilst momently 
expecting the arrival of mounted force, to have had laid at my feet in chains all the Indians in Fiorida. 
The troops were for several days held in readiness for a sortie, and it would have been made on hearing 
from General Clinch, or in co-operation with his command, had not the Indians sued for peace before he 
was heard from. 

7. Among the numerous calumnics, official and unofficial, I have seen none more absurd than that I 
was actuated in my movement to Florida by no higher motive than that of a desire to obtain “ laurels” 
to which General Scott had superior claims! 1 feel convinced that those who kriow me best know, and 
will iestify, that I have ever been incapable, even while a young subaltern, of that overweening vanity 
and officiousness which sometimes prompt the weak or the vicious to attempt to rob their brother soldiers 
of what may be justly their due. Laurels, indeed! The idea of obtaining laurels in an Indian war I have 
long deemed to be as a vision never to be-realized by any known system of operations embraced in the 
art of war in its supposed improved state, nor otherwise than by watching the movements of the enemy 
and profiting by his example of vigilance, rapidity of movement, and privation of food and rest, No man 
acquainted with the sufferings of the frontier people of Florida, possessed of a spark of patriotism or 
humanity, could for a moment be ignorant of the great and only inducement which ought or could have 
prompted me to make the movement in question. It was obvious to me that protection must be afforded, 
and quickly afforded, to the bleeding frontier of that neglected Territory, or that her late flourishing 
settlements would be destroyed, and that delightful region of our national frontier rendered a scene of 
devastation disgraceful to the military character of our country, and doubly disgraceful to the officer 
intrusted with its defence. 

Ihave shown, as I doubt not, to the satisfaction of every man of military mind who will take the 
trouble to read this letter, that it was my bounden duty, under the circumstances of the case, to collect 
together the forces embarked at New Orleans on the night of the 8d and the morning of the 4th of Feb- 
ruary, and, with them, to repair promptly, as I did, to East Florida, and there to employ my best efforts 
in subduing or holding in check the enemy until the arrival of General Scott at the theatre of the war. This 
being admitted, my right to the entire control of the subsistence, and horses, and other means of transporta- 
tion, found within the limits of my department, or such as was op their passage thither, is established 
beyond the shadow of doubt. Upon what ground, then, could General Scott assert that I interfered with 
and retarded his operations by taking rations and horses belonging to his command? I affirm that his 
excuse is baseless, and his assertion untrue. I affirm, moreover, that if the horses and rations which he 
falsely accuses me of having wrongfully taken had been forcibly seized by me from one of the posts 
within the eastern department, and to which I could have no claim, the number of rations and number of 
horses in question was too small to delay the movement of General Scott's grand army for more than three day’s 
time. The whole number of rations taken by me from the day of my arrival at Fort King, the 22d of 
February, to the day I turned over the command to General Clinch, the 9th March, 18386, inclusively, 
amounted to less than twelve thousand complete rations, and the number of horses, I am assured, was not more 
than eight or ten, taken from Forts King and Drane, (posts of my department, ) and less than this number of 
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miserable ponies from Fort Brooke, not one of which had been placed at either of those posts by General Scott, 
as [have been informed and _ believe. 

Ilis assertion, therefore, that his operations were greatly embarrassed or retarded by my having taken 
the rafions and horses provided for his command is not only not true, but is marked with @ reckless maliq- 
nity disgraceful to an officer and dishonorable to a man—not to say a gentleman. 

All which is submitted for the information of the President of the United States. 

With profound respect, 
EDMUND P. GAINES, Major General, Commanding. 
radier General R. Jones, Adjutant General U. S. Army, Washington City. 
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No, 43. 


Heapquarters Western Deppartmuent, Camp Sabine, September 18, 1836. 

Gextiemen: The occurrences in Kast Florida during the last winter and spring, and more especially 
the acrimonious and calumnious publications from the pen of General Scott, or from his sanction or dicta- 
tion, taken in connexion with the silence of the War Department, or, in other words, the suppression of my 
orders and communications in reference to the operations in that quarter under my direction, have com- 
bined to place me at that point of moral responsibility or moral action at which longer silence on my part 
would be criminal. 

I am therefore compelled, in self-defence, publicly to vindicate my conduct—not to seek a paper war, 
or any other description of war; but never to shun a war of any kind when necessary in defence of the 
legacy of honor and of principle bequeathed to me by our fathers of the revolutionary war, in the midst 
of which I was born, (March 20, 1777.) But I think I have seen and done too much good service in 
battle against the enemies of our country to war with the tools or understrappers of my principal foe. 
I will do that honor only to the head of the cabal arrayed against me, and he only, whoever he is, if he 
desires it, and will step out of his place of shelter and concealment. 

For the purpose of my vindication I desire to have access to the columns of an independent paper, 
with an editor who has the moral courage to speak and write what truth and justice demand. That you 
can find such an editor near you I have no doubt—to whom, I pray you, hand the accompanying copy of 
the first part of my vindication. The residue will be sent to you as soon as it can be copied. 

I am, with affectionate respect, your friend, 


EDMUND PENDLETON GAINES. 


Messrs. General P. F. Swrrm and Colonel Witiras Curtsry, City of New Orleans. 


No, 44. 
(uestions by General Gaines to Surgeon General Thomas Lawson. 


(Juestion 1, Did you serve with the Louisiana voluntecrs in the army under command of Major General 
Gaines in Florida, in February and March, 1836; and if so, in what capacity ? 

Answer. J served with the Louisiana volunteers in the army under command of Major General Gaines, 
in Florida, in February and March, 1836, and in the capacity of Heutenant colonel. 

(Juestion 2. Did you have a conversation with Captain McCall (then aide-de-camp to Major General 
Gaines) at Pensacola, on the 6th of February, 1836, on the subject of the pledge General Gaines had 
given to the Louisiana volunteers, and his continuing in command of the troops then on their march (by 
steam) to Tampa Bay; and if so, did you state to him that the Louisiana volunteers would be dissatisfied 
if General Gaines relinquished the command ? 

Answer, I had a conversation with Captain McCall, with Captain [itcheock, and with General Gaines 
himself, at Pensacola, on the 6th of February, 1836, in relation to a communication just then received by 
General Gaines from the Adjutant General's office, notifying him (General Gaines) that General Scott had 
been ordered to conduct the military operations against the hostile Seminole Indians, and that his (General 
Gaines’s) services might soon be required on the Mexican frontier, and directing him to await further 
orders in New Orleans. Being the senior officer present with General Gaines, and in the immediate com- 
mand of the troops with him, I felt myself authorized to give my views touching the obligations incurred 
by General Gaines’s promise of co-operation with General Clinch, and his pledge to accompany the Louis- 
iana volunteers to the scene of action. And I did so to Captain McCall, as well as to General Gaines, 
in language to the following import: I said that the communication from the Adjutant General’s office did 
not make it imperative on General Gaines immediately to withdraw from the command of the troops; that 
the order for General Scott to conduct the war in Florida no doubt had been given without any knowledge 
of the arrangements that had been made or were making by General Gaines to take the field; and that, 
inasmuch as he had, on his own responsibility, raised a respectable military force for the purpose of reliev- 
ing the threatened military posts and frontier settlements, he ought to press forward to the theatre of the 
war. In the course of this conversation I said that General Gaines could lead on his men until he accom- 
plished the object for which he set out, or at least until he met the officer commanding the troops advancing 
from the eastern side of the peninsula. 
to the Louisiana volunteers to lead them on to the theatre of the war, they would expect him to accompany 
them, and would be dissatisfied if he withdrew from the command of the expedition. 

Question 3. Did General Gaines, on his passage from Pensacola to ‘Pampa Bay, communicate to you 
his purpose to co-operate with General Scott, in the event of that officer being found in the field ? 

Answer, On more than one occasion, I believe, General Gaines observed that his personal feelings 
Ile stated that he would mect General 


I moreover stated that, inasmuch as he had pledged himself 
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Scott, if he found him in the field, in a spirit of conciliation, and would cordially co-operate with him in 
bringing the war to a close. 

(Juestion 4. Would, in your opinion, any advantage have been gained by a sortie upon the Indians, 
had one been made from Camp Izard, at any time between the 29th of February and the 5th of March, 1836? 

Answer. The concentration of three or four hundred men on any point of the enemy’s line would have 
driven them from their position, and dispersed them, without any material advantage resulting to our 
cause. 

(Juestion 5, What is your opinion as to the sincerity of the Indians in suing for peace on the 6th of 
March, 1836, at Camp Izard, on the Withlacoochee ? 

Answer. It is my opinion, and I believe it was the opinion of the army generally, that the Indians 
were sincere in their proposition for peace. 

(Juestion 6. Please to state on what grounds your opinion is founded ? 

Answer, I judge that they were sincere from the manner in which they made the overture, and their 
conduct during the progress of the negotiation; from the fact that they permitted, for two or three days 
afterwards, the officers and men to fish and bathe in the river, and to cross to the opposite bank and 
wander for some distance into the woods; from the message sent by Primus to General Gaines, reiterating 
their desire to make peace, and their willingness, in five days, to meet him on the Withlacoochee; from 
the fact that the troops remained in three or four separate encampments for two or three weeks, the men 
individually passing between the several commands day and night without molestation; and again, from 
the appearances of Camp Izard and the grounds around, on the return of the troops under General Scott, 
when we found everything in pretty much the same state in which it was left, viz: the canoes that had 
been made by General Gaines’s command uninjured; the slabs gotten out for the bridge or other purposes 
untouched, and the bodies of the dead undisturbed, which was very uncommon with the Indians. 


THOMAS LAWSON. 





Sworn to before 
S. COOPER, Judge Advocate, Recorder of the Court. 





No. 45. 
TH[eapquarters Western Departuent, Camp Sabine, July 20, 1836. 


Str: I did not receive, until last night, the Order No. 37, of which I think myself in duty bound to 
send you a copy enclosed herewith, marked A, being convinced that you have not been apprised of the 
fact that this order, issued, as it appears, by your direction, was suffered, by the person to whom you 
confided the trust of preparing the order for the office of distribution, to contain the extrajudicial opinion 
of General Scott in reference to the command of Camp Izard, on the Withlacoochee. 

That General Scott should employ lawless means to palliate his own unoflicer-like conduct, to condemn 
me without even the color of authority, and attempt thus indirectly to foist into an order issued under the 
supreme sanction of the executive department of the United States the malignant fictions of his own 
fancy, was to be expected, and was calculated to excite in my mind neither surprise nor concern, as all 
the evil of such an intrigue on his part would recoil upon himself, and the ill-designed attempt would 
redound to my honor rather than to my injury. I cannot suppose it to be possible that you have given 
your sanction to that part of the order in question referring to the command of Camp Izard, and therefore 
I am convinced I need only to solicit your attention to the subject to insure its correction, and my relief 
before the army and my countrymen from the odium which the order, in its present shape, under your 
sanction, would imply. 

Had I been charged with a crime and put in arrest pursuant to the T7th article of war, and tried 
according to law, and found guilty of having committed a crime in connexion with my command at Camp 
Izard, or if my official report had been disproved, General Scott and any other officer might very properly 
refer to the record of the settled case, embracing such crime, and hold it up to the army tn ferrorem, Gr in 
palliation of some other established case of crime. But to prejudge me without my having had any 
intimation from the proper authorities that my conduct at Camp Izard had been called in question, and to 
obtrude the extrajudicial judgment into orders for the information and government of the army, and thus 
to forestall the opinion of the army and the nation against me, and in a manner calculated to pollute the 
streams of public justice, and not only disqualify General Scott himself from sitting in judgment in any 
such case against me, but tending to bias, mislead, and disqualify such officers of the army as may be 
disposed to yield to the opinion of General Scott—an opinion, however, as I have before intimated, from 
which I should feel no concern where that opinion is disconnected, as I trust it will be disconnected, from 
the apparent support given it by the sanction of the President of the United States, as the order in 
question, in its present form, implies. 

My letter of the 4th of this month to the adjutant general, to be submitted to you in reply to his 
letter of the 10th of March, written by your direction, and written long before I had any knowledge of 
the existence of the order in question, or of the inquiry in the case of Major Gates, will show that it was 
an essential part of my plan to hold the Indians in check and to prevent their dispersion, preparatory to 
their entire defeat, on the arrival of the mounted men from Fort Drane, that I should abstain from a sortie 
until their arrival, or until T should hear from them. In my letter of the 28th of February to General 
Clinch I say, “I shall prepare means for crossing the river, but shall not attempt to cross until I hear 
from you;” and in my letter of the 29th of February to General Clinch I say, “I have abstained and 
shall continue to abstain from a sortie until I hear from you.” These letters were intended for General 
Clinch, and for General Scott whenever he should arrive within the limits of my department. He was 
furnished by General Clinch, as he informed me, with copies. It is evident, therefore, that he made the 
allusion to my command at Camp Izard with a full knowledge of the fact that 1 was under a pledge to 
General Clinch not to make a sortie until I heard from him. My having, however, beaten the enemy and 
forced them to sue for peace twenty hours before I heard from General Clinch, happily superseded the 
necessity of making a sortie, which could not have been made without great loss on my part, with but 
little loss on the part of the enemy. 

I have the honor to be, with profound respect, your obedient servant, 
EDMUND P. GAINES, Major General by brevet, United States Army. 

Anxprew Jackson, President of the United States. 
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A. 
GENERAL ORDER No. 37. 


Heangvarters or tHe Army, Adjutant General’s Office, Washington, June 11, 1836. 
I. The proceedings of the court of inquiry held at St. Augustine, East Florida, on the 6th day of 
May, 1836, and continued until the 7th, assembled by order of Major General Scott, at the request of 
Major William Gates, and of which court Lieutenant Colonel Crane, of the United States army, was 
president, have been laid before the President of the United States. ; 
The court, at the request of Major Gates, was directed to investigate the conduct of that officer 
during and subsequent to the attack on the military post at Volusia, on the St. John’s river, in Florida, 
embracing the 14th, 15th, 16th, and 17th of April, of this year. 


The court of inquiry, having been directed to give its opinion on the whole case, came to the 
following conclusion: 


o 
OPINION. 


II. “The court, after mature deliberation on the testimony before? them, are of opinion, from” the 
evidence of Adjutant Patterson, Dr. Graham, and Lieutenant Pettes, that the effective foree under the 
command of Major Gates was much greater than the estimated force of the Indians who attacked him on 
the morning of the 14th of April, 1836; and that, therefore, he was capable of mecting the enemy in the 
field, if necessary; also, that the bodies of two volunteers, killed, were improperly left exposed, and ought 
to have been brought in on the morning when they were killed—such exposure necessarily operating 
injuriously on the garrison.” 


On which proceedings and opinion, Major General Scott, commanding the troops in Florida, made 
the following remarks: 

“Tt is clear from the evidence that the garrison of Fort Barnwell was, at the time it was attacked, 
at least twice as numerous as the assailing party; a vigorous sortic, with two-thirds of the garrison 
should, therefore, have been promptly made. The moral effect of such movement would have been great 
on both sides. Many of the enemy would, probably, have been killed or captured, and the garrison 
thereby inspired with a just confidence in the superior prowess of the white man. 

“Tf for no other object, a strong detachment ought instantly to have been sent out to bring in the 
bodies of the sergeant and private who were seen to fall near the wood at the beginning of the attack. 
This imperious duty was neglected for more than forty-eight hours—a delay that is curiously slurred 
over in the major’s official report. 

“Tt is most painful to remark the fatal charm that seems to have hung over every commander in this 
war who has been attacked behind breastworks or pickets. From the leading case, at Camp Izard, to the 
last that has been reported, not a sortie—certainly not one of vigor—has been made by any garrison, 
however inferior the assailing force. Several mortifying cases of this sort have duly followed; and Major 
Cooper alone, with his Georgia battalion, has ventured for a moment beyond a line of defences to receive 
or to repel an attack. The series of examples alluded to have inspired the enemy with hardihood, 
repressed the zeal of our troops, and may slightly excuse the conduct of Major Gates. Certainly a 
gallant effort is yet to be made by some future commander of a post to break the charm and to check 
Indian audacity.” 

III. The President of the United States, on a full consideration of the conduct of Major William 
Gates, of the Ist regiment of artillery, as disclosed ‘by the evidence before the court of inquiry, has 
directed that the name of that officer be stricken from the rolls. Major William Gates, therefore, ceases 
to be an officer of the army. 

By order of Alexander Macomb, major genera! commanding-in-chief. 

R. JONES, Adjutant General. 








General Gaines to the Secretary of War, enclosing letter from Major Graham. 
Ifeapquarters Western Deparrment, Frederick, Maryland, February 28, 1837. 
sir: [have to request your attention to the enclosed letter from Major Graham, in connexion with 
the proceedjngs of the court of inquiry of which Major General Macomb is president. It was received 
too late to lay before the court. Upon reflection, however, I find it constitutes the only evidence known 
to me as likely to repel one of the many foul slanders alleged against me, namely, that I spoke of the 
order assigning General Scott to the Florida frontier in terms of disrespect towards the President of the 
United States. It is on this account I desire you to lay before the President Major Graham’s letter. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
EDMUND P. GAINES. 


The Secretary or War. 





Pensaco.a, Mlorida, February 15, 1837. 
GeneraL: I have recently heard, with much surprise and regret, that there was a rumor (which I have 
reason to apprehend may have reached you) that I had stated or intimated, in speaking of an interview 
Thad with you at this place on or about the 6th of February last, that I knew of your having received 
an order from the War Department, assigning the command of the army in Florida to another general 
officer, and that you had treated the order in a manner disrespectful to the authority from whence it 
emanated, It isa duty I owe to myself to state to you that if any such rumors have been abroad 
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they are entirely incorrect, and not warranted by anything I have ever expressed or intimated to any 
one; nor have I ever made a single statement or intimation, in allusion to that interview, tending to your 
disparagement. On the contrary, whenever inquired of by those who knew I was in Pensacola, when 
you touched here, in reference to your movement with the troops, I always stated, fairly and emphatically, 
the high sense of duty by which you appeared to me actuated in going to the relief of a portion of your 
countrymen who you believed would fall victims to savage butchery, if not relieved in a shorter time than 
could reasonably be counted on by any other force than that which you had organized and brought thus 
far on the route to the scene of hostilities. 

On-the day above alluded to I called on board the steamboat in which you had come with the troops, 
in order to pay my respects to you, as a superior officer. I had that morning observed a paragraph in a 
newspaper, (1 think the National Intelligencer,) stating that “it was rumored” that General Scott had 
been ordered to the command of the Florida army, and yourself to hold yourself in readiness to repair to 
the Mexican frontier, or something to that effect. As the subject appeared to be of universal interest 
here, I ventured to ask you the question, if you intended to proceed on with the army ? To this question 
you replied that you had, since your arrival at this place, received from the post office a letter from the 
adjutant general, informing you that an order had been issued by the direction of the War Department, 
placing Major General Scott in command of the Florida army, and directing that you should remain in 
New Orleans (as well as I remember) until further orders were sent you. You remarked that you had 
no intention whatever of interfering with the officer mentioned in the letter of the adjutant general, but 
added that you found yourself surrounded by circumstances, which the great distance of the seat of 
government from the scene of Indian hostilities rendered it impossible for the War Department to appre- 
ciate fully; that situated as you were, you believed it was a duty you owed your country to continue on 
with your army at least as far as might be necessary to arrest the depredations which it was understood 
the Indians were still committing upon our defenceless citizens, and that you conceived you had a right 
to rely upon the approbation of the War Department when all the circumstances should be known. You 
then took a rapid view of the probable period that must elapse before General Scott could, even with the 
greatest possible activity, have his army in the field, and the mischief which the Indians would be enabled 
to commit in the meantime, if not arrested by the force you had already organized and marched thus far 
towards the seat of war—mentioned the instructions you had sent to General Clinch, at Fort King, to 
make a movement in order to co-operate with you in your contemplated march from Tampa Bay; that it 
was now too late to countermand this order with any certainty of its reaching General Clinch, for the 
newspapers contained rumors that the Indians were collected in force around Fort King, (where General 
Clinch was then supposed to be,) either with a view of storming the picket or of preventing any supplies 
reaching it; that if these rumors were true, General Clinch, with his small force, something like 130 or 
140 regulars fit for duty, and nearly one-half that number of wounded to take care of, ought to be 
relieved without any loss of time; that if the rumors alluded to were not true, then General Clinch would 
probably make a movement in accordance with the instructions which had been forwarded to him, and 
counting upon your co-operation, which, if not rendered according to the understanding, might expose 
him to attack from the united foree of the Indians, which was known to be far superior to his in number; 
that when the Louisiana volunteers (or some of them, for Ido not remember whether the remark applied 
to all or to a part) came to be mustered into the service of the United States, a question arose among 
them as to what commander they were to serve under; that in order to give confidence and produce 
unanimity of feeling among them, you had declared to them that you would not require them to march 
further into the enemy’s country than you should go yourself, having, at the time, no reason to apprehend 
you would receive any orders adverse to this assurance; and that if you were then to quit them, before 
they had proceeded halfway to the post where their useful services were to commence, it would probably 
create dissatisfaction among them; in which event, constituting as they did a large majority of your 
force, the whole object of the expedition would probably be thwarted. These, I think you remarked, 
were all circumstances of so imperious a nature, and which it was impossible the War Department could 
have been acquainted with when the letter from the adjutant general was written, that you considered it 
your duty to your country to yield to them, and, in doing so, felt you had a right to calculate upon the 
approbation of the Executive or the War Department. 

I have given you, general, in the foregoing statement, the true import of all I have ever said in 
reference to this subject, and I leave it to yourself to judge whether or not I have misrepresented you. 
I will only add that, on my return to the north a year ago, I had occasion to allude to this subject, in 
answer to inquiries which were made of me by several distinguished individuals in Washington, in New 
York, and in Boston, in which (as I can appeal to them to testify if necessary) I uniformly gave the view 
which I have here presented. 

I am, general, with much respect, your obedient servant, 
J.D. GRAHAM, Major United States Topographical Engineers. 

Major General Gaines, United States Army. 





No. 4. 
Proceedings of a court of inquiry in reference to publications of officers of the army. 


LIST OF DOCUMENTS. 


No. 1. The Globe of April 2, 1836. 
2. The Globe of April 8, 1836, 
3. The Globe of June 4, 1856. 
4. Army and Navy Chronicle of August 11, 1836. 
5. Army and Navy Chronicle of September 29, 1836, 
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Proceedings of a court of inquiry heid at the city of Frederick, Maryland, by virtue of the following orders, viz: 
GENERAL ORDER No. 65. 


War Derartuent, Adjutant General's Office, Washington, October 3, 1836. 


The following order is published for the information of all concerned : 
By direction of the President of the United States, a court of inquiry, to consist of Major General 


Macomb, president, and Brevet Brigadier Generals Atkinson and Brady, members, is hereby ordered to 
; . 


assemble at the city of Frederick, in Maryland, as soon as the state of the military operations against 
the Indians will permit the witnesses to attend, (of which the President of the court is to judge and 
determine, and to give notice to all concerned,) to inquire and examine into the causes of the failure of 
the campaigns in Florida, against the Seminole Indians, under the command of Major General Gaines 
and of Major General Scott, in 1836; and the causes of the delay in opening and prosecuting the cam- 
paign in Georgia and Alabama against the hostile Creek Indians in the year 1836; and into every subject 
connected with the military operations in the campaigns aforesaid; and after fully investigating the 
same, the court will report the facts, together with its opinion on the whele subject, for the information 
of the President of the United States. 

Captain Samuel Cooper, of the 4th regiment of artillery, is hereby appointed to act as judge advocate 
and recorder of the court. 


LEWIS CASS. 


War Department, October 3, 1836. 
R. JONES, Adjutant General. 


GENERAL ORDER No. 68. 


ADJUTANT GENERAL’S Orrice, Washington, October 14, 1836. 
The following order has been received from the War Department, and is published for the information 
of all concerned: 
War Department, October 13, 1836. 


1. It appearing by the public prints that the official report of Brevet Major General Gaines, dated 
“Headquarters Western Department, Camp Sabine, July 4, 1856,” made to the adjutant general of the 
army, has been published, and the said publication being without the sanction of the War Department, 
or other proper authority, the court of inquiry of which Major General Macomb is president will, in 
addition to the duties already assigned to it, inquire into the facts as to the manner, and by whose 
authority, the said official report was made public. 

2. The court will also report its opinion as to the violation of the rules of the service by such 
publication, and as to the character of said report, in reference to all its bearings and consequences, as 
it concerns general military propriety and the discipline of the army. 

3. And, further, the court will examine and inquire into any other reports and publications made by 
3revet Major General Gaines, or by any other officer of the army, having reference to military affairs, 
and published without the sanction of the War Department, or other proper authority, and give its 
opinion on the tendency of such reports and publications in the same manner as it is herein required to 
do in the case referred to in the foregoing paragraph of this order. 

C. A. HARRIS, Acting Secretary of War. 


By order of Major General Macomb. 
R. JONES, Adjutant General. 


FrepERICK, February 13, 1837. 


The court met pursuant to adjournment of Saturday. Present: Major General Macomb, president; 
Brigadier General Atkinson and Brigadier General Brady, members; Captain Cooper, judge advocate and 
recorder. 

The court was sworn in presence of the parties interested in the present investigation, who had 
stated that they had no objections to offer to any member of the court. 

The judge advocate then proceeded to open the investigation having reference to the unauthorized 
publications of officers of the army on the subject of military affairs, and the tendency of such publica- 
tions. He presented to the court a letter from Captain Hitchcock, of the Ist infantry, addressed to the 
honorable F. 8. Lyon, dated Fort Drane, March 11, 1836, and published in the Globe of the 2d of April, 
1836; also, a communication from Major General Jesup to the editors of the Globe, and published in that 
paper of the 8th of April; and further, a letter from Captain Hitchcock to the editors of the same paper, 
dated Washington, June 2, 1836, and published in the Globe of the 4th of June—(See documents Nos. 
1, 2, 3.) 

After the reading of these letters, Captain Hitchcock asked leave, and addressed the court to the 
following effect: 

“Mr. Presipent AND GENTLEMEN OF THE Court: As among the duties assigned to this court, that of 
passing an opinion upon the tendency of publications by officers of the army is one; and there being 
before the court two letters over my signature—one addressed to the honorable F. 5. Lyon, dated at Fort 
Drane, in March last, and the other addressed to the editors of ‘The Globe,’ dated in June last, both of 
which 1 acknowledge to have written—I request that the facts aud views which Iam about to state 


may receive the attention of this court. 
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“The letter addressed to Mr. Lyon was written under the following circumstances: 

“While marching from the Withlacoochce to Fort Drane, the 11th of March, I observed to my friend 
and associate, Captain McCall, that ‘all manner of stories would be put in circulation about the move- 
ments of the army, and that unless some one acquainted with the facts would undertake to state them, 
the newspapers would be all at fault; that much interest must be excited in the country on the subject; 
and,’ said I, ‘I am disposed to prepare a statement and send it to some editor’ Accordingly, on arriving 
at Fort Drane 1 wrote the letter in question. After completing it, and being desirous of publishing 
nothing but the truth, I requested General Gaines to permit me to read it to him. He at first declined, 
but on my urging it he gave me his attention while I read the letter, and at the conclusion he expressed 
a wish that his nephew, Mr. Lyon, might have a copy of it. Not being disposed to prepare a copy, 1 
determined to send the original to Mr. Lyon, and did so, telling him in a note that I had not written, the 
letter for the purpose of placing my name before the public, but that if he thought it worth while to 
authenticate the facts with my name, he was at liberty to do it. 

“Tt is my wish, of course, that before passing any opinion that may touch the letter, even indirectly, 
the court will hear it read, and consider whether the following observations are not perfectly just, and 
sustained by the letter. It purports In its first paragraph to be a statement of facts. There is nothing 
in it at variance with that declared object. There are no discussions in it designed or caleulated to aid 
or direct public opinion upon tie rights or duties or responsibilities of individuals connected with the 
movement of General Gaines, or of individuals affected by that movement. There is nothing personal in 
the letter; nothing directly or remotely designed or intended to awaken or control any controversy of any 
sort. There is not a single remark in the whole letter in compliment to General Gaines, except where I 
record the confidence of the officers in his judgment, &e., and that itself was the mere statement of a 
fact, attested by the signature of every officer but one in the camp, in a letter to the general after the 
command was turned over to General Clinch. The principles governing the general in going to Florida 
are not discussed, nor are there in the letter any discussions upon the expediency of any of the numerous 
specific determinations resolved upon or executed by him while in Florida; but the letter is what it pur- 
ports to be—a statement of facts; and had it been my pleasure to have put it forth anonymously, it would 
have been as silently passed by as hundreds, if not thousands, of similar statements have been since the 
commencement of the Florida difficulties. 

“T need not call the attention of the court to the fact that the public is principally informed of the 
movements of the army by paragraphs in newspapers, headed by the editors with this announcement: 
‘We have been politely favored with information from the army by a letter from an officer, &c. There is 
scarcely a paper of the present day that does not contain some such announcement, and no one sees any- 
thing improper in this, considered in itself. Every newspaper copies these statements, even without a 
responsible name, and they are thankfully received all over the country, and often furnish materials for 
history. 

“Ina recent publication of official correspondence called for by Congress relating to a change of 
commanders in Florida, the Acting Secretary of Wag, in one of his letters, refers especially to an article 
in the Florida Herald, prepared, as he had understood, by an aide-de-camp of Governor Call, and expressly 
states that the facts disclosed in the article relative to the operations of Governor Call, formed the principal 
ground of action by the department. The article was not even signed; and if the present Acting Sec- 
retary of War—a man of great legal ability, of scrupulous integrity, and of irreproachable delicacy of 
character—so far from condemning the article, adopted it as among the sources of information upon which 
to base an important order; and if the court should think otherwise in reference to a publication of my 
own, in all respects similar, except that I made myself responsible for the facts I stated by my signature, 
I shall be compelled to feel the truth of a striking observation of Tacitus—that, in early ages, men 
suffered from the vices of the times; they afterwards suffered from the snares of the law—for in writing 
the article I did not imagine I was violating any law or rule, or that any law or rule was necessary in 
the case. 

“7 deem it not improper here to allude to the fact of there being a weekly paper published in the 
city of Washington, immediately under the observation of the government, and apparently encouraged 
and supported by officers of all grades in both the army and navy, and that the pages of this journal are 
principally employed in inviting, distributing, and preserving for fature instruction all manner of com- 
munications touching matters of high interest to the service and to the country. Among these communi- 
cations will be found discussions upon military principles, suggestions for improvements in all imaginable 
ways, and very numerous letters from officers in foreign countries and at distant posts, giving accounts 
of military and naval movements beyond the reach of the Post Office Department. In all this no one is 
for a moment at a loss in drawing a line between the fact of communicating and the matter communicated. 

“Tt would appear, therefore, that there is no necessary evil in the fact of publishing information. 

“Jt might be well to consider that, in time of war, the country must and will have accounts, more or 
less accurate, of military movements; that editors will get at these accounts by mingling even with the 
privates of an army returned from the field; that officers and privates cannot be expected to be silent, 
but will ¢a// in the hearing of those who will write of where they have been and what they have done; 
that many will write to their friends and relatives, who have been, perhaps, weeks or months in suspense 
and anxiety on account of the war. The court cannot, I apprehend, entertain the question whether it be 
desirable to prevent the publication of facts so communicated in relation to a campaign. All who are not 
wilfully blind must see that this is utterly impracticable—absolutely impossible. There is no power on 
earth that can control this in a country like our own, where the liberty of speech is secured, the public 
mail is sacred, and the freedom of the press unshackled. In monarchies or despotic governments, some 
control may be exerted; but in this country, yet new in its discovery, and still more new in its institu- 
tions, it every day becomes nevessary to modify and often to reverse the usages of foreign nations. It is 
our boast to improve upon the institutions of other countries, and, without intending any disrespect to the 
old regulations of the army, annulled by General Order, December 31, 1836, I cannot but think that a 
rule of Mr. Jefferson’s, on a topie of far deeper interest, is strictly applicable in the matter I am consider- 
ing—that error is not dangerous when truth is left free to combat it. Prolibit publications in the 
abstract, and the consequence will be that anonymous and false statements will flood the country, and often- 
times become so widely cireulated and so universally received as to enter into the regularly-compiled 
histories of the times, when it will be next to impossible to separate the false from the true. These 
statements, however, may, ina great measure, be deprived of their mischief, when those over a respon- 
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sible name are subjected only to that supervision which has regard not to the fact of publication, but to 
the matter published. 

“Tf my harmless, and T must say unambitious, letter, in which my name only appears in the signature 
to authenticate the statements IT made, be supervised with reference to the views here expressed, [ shall 
have no reason to apprehend that many years of hitherto irreproachable public life are now in danger 
from my having given my name voluntarily to facts 1 thought the public would receive with thanks. — I 
will observe that not a single individual in the country has been misled by my letter. The court cannot 
but see that, although it was written in haste, and is utterly destitute of affectation of fine writing, still 
it bears the impress of ‘studied accuracy’ as to facts, which no subsequent events have in any manner 
invalidated. T stated facts merely, and expressly cautioned readers to wait events, as the last paragraph 
of the letter will show. 

“Tam reluctant to allude to the circumstance of my having made no mention of General Scott in the 
letter; but as remarks have been made, as if ] had some sinister design in that o1ission, it is my duty to 
explain that the first paragraph promises only a statement in relation to the movement of General Gaines. 
Down to the date of the letter T had no personal knowledge of the operations of General Scott. 1 had 
only seen certain letters, and heard certain rumors and reports in relation to him, not likely to be com- 
mented upon with much satisfaction; and the court, on bearing in mind the testimony showing my know- 
ledge of those letters and reports, Cannot fail to see a virtue in my silence. Jt made no part of my object 
to call the attention of the public to a source of conflicting feelings about to beeome conspicuous between 
two distinguished commanders. | have never fostered, aided, or assisted in any manner in angry contro- 
versies in the army, either among officers of high rank or those of more humble claims to the notice of 
their government or country. It accords neither with my disposition or principles to lose sight of the 
paramount claims of the army to the individual exertions of its every member to sustain its reputation 
as a whole, which must be sacrificed by espousing personal altercations or quarrels. 

“T may be excused doing justice to myself at this time by stating that, so far was I from entertain- 
ing a disposition to do injustice to General Scott, or to enliven the causes of irritation between himself 
ard General Gaines, that IT sought three of his staff officers, Lieutenants Chambers and Temple and Captain 
Van Buren, and conversed with them at Fort Drane, with the express view of healing the difficulties 
between the two generals, and sought the same object through Colonel Gadsder® desiring him to aid me 
in that object. I will also state that, on the Withlacoochee river, I urged upon General Clinch the propriety 
of withholding from General Gaines the letter from General Scott of the Ist of March, observing to Gen- 
eral Clinch that its exhibition could have no other effect than to widen the breach between the generals; 
and acting consistently with my conduct at that time, I made no allusion to that letter in all my inter- 
course with General Gaines from that day until the order for the court of inquiry made silence on the subject 
both unnecessary and impossible. T doubt not it will be in the recollection of the court that General 
Gaines himself, on hearing the letter read in court, declared in the most emphatic manner his previous 
ignorance of its existence. In the same spirit on my part I did not even mention the existence of the 
letter to Captain McCall, although associated with him for weeks and months on the most intimate terms, 
and through scenes when, if ever, the heart is warmed to the disclosure of whatever a man of honor may 
communicate to his friend, 

“For the truth of these facts and principles I appeal to my past life and to the testimony of all who 
know me; but will add that, apart from public considerations, I had private reasons, all-important with 
myself, that influenced me in abstaining, not only in my letter to Mr. Lyon, but on all oceasions, from 
bringing the measures of General Scott into question in relation to Florida affairs. 

“Tf these remarks seem too much extended, and out of proportion to the importance of the letter to 
which they refer, I beg the court will consider that the principles involved ii the matter are the same, my 
letter to Mr Lyon oecupying but a couple of columns, as if it had filled a whole newspaper—that Tam 
not advised of the precise scope of the inquiry touching the letter; but above all, I trast that mere kind- 
ness will make great allowance for an endeavor to avoid a censure from this honorable court, composed 
of three distinguished officers, an unfavorable opinion from either of whom would be regarded with the 
most extreme mortification. 

“Tn reference to the letter of the 2d of June, published in ‘The Globe’ of the 4th of that month, I 
would observe that the facts stated in it are strictly in accordance with the testimony before the court in 
the case of both General Gaines and General Scott, and that the manner of my making the statement was 
necessary, and is not liable to exception. I desire the court to consider that the letter purporting to come 
from Gencral Jesup, to which mine was a reply, was not called for by my letter to the honorable Mr, 
Lyon. J appeal to iny letter, and to the natural and unprejudiced impressions upon reading it, to sustain 
me in declaring that nothing contained in the letter was the legitimate cause of the letter having the 
name of General Jesup to it, and, therefore, T must presume the court will not hold me accountable for 
that letter, and I trust will find no objection to the explanation it ealled for of the 2d of June. IT have no 
complaint to make of General Jesup, supposing him to have written the letter to which mine is a reply, 
and I am ignorant of the existence of any evil as resulting from either of the letters.” 


The court here adjourned to mect to-morrow at 11 o’clock a. m. 


Fepruary 14, 1837. 

The court met pursuant to adjournment. All present. 

The judge advocate presented to the court a letter from Captain McCall, of the 4th infantry, dated 
“Camp Sabine, May 18, 1836,” addressed to the “ Editor of the New Orleans Bulletin,” and published in 
the Army and Navy Chronicle of the 11th of August, 1836; also a postscript to said letter, addressed to 
the Editor of the Army and Navy Chronicle, and published in that paper of the 29th of September, 
1836.—(Does. 4, 5 ) 

After the reading of these letters, Captain McCall asked leave, and addressed the court to the fol- 
lowing effect: 


“Wr. President and ft nilemen of the court: 

“As the attention of the court has been directed to the publication by officers of the army of certain 
letters relating to the campaigns forming the subject of its investigation, with a view to obtaining its 
opinion as to the tendency of those letters; and as a lotter under my signature has been laid before the 


- 








PRONE AT AN cme 











cE REE 








1837. ] MILITARY COURTS OF INQUIRY. 451 


court, I have to reauest that the following remarks, in connexion therewith, may be taken into considera- 
tion. 

“At the time my letter was written the public prints were teeming with misreprescntations of the 
operations In Florida as injurious to the character of the army as gross aud indeeorous in themselves, 
Paper after paper was filled with either a strange perversion of facts or a tissue of harsh reflections upon 
the officers and troops who had been engaged ia arduous service in Florida. 

“Tn this state of things I was desirous, by a faithful representation of the principal events of the 
campaign in which I had served, to remove the stigma which I conceived had been wantonly cast upon 
the arms of the country 

“T addressed a letter on the subject of the campaign to a gentleman who had always manifested a 
deep interest in the honor and welfare of the army. Before sending this letter I read it to General Gaines, 
and expressed a hope that my statement might tend to remove the injurious impressions likely to be made 
by the various reports then in circulation. With his permission I afterwards sent a copy of the letter to the 
editor of the ‘New Orleans Bulletin,’ likewise with a view (as appears from my note to the editor) to 
correct the errors which had already found their way to the press. 

“My letter purports to be a sketch of the principal features of the campaign in Florida, under Major 
General Gaines, which terminated on the 9th of March, 1836. The letter was written on the 18th of May, 
1836, and did not appear in the Bulletin until the 21st of June following. No army regulation, therefore, 
was violated by its publication. 

“The 650th paragraph of the ‘General Regulations for the Army’ (1825) prohibits the publication 
of letters or reports relative to military marches and operations, without special permission, within one 
month after the termination of the campaign to which such letters or reports relate. My letter relates 
only to the campaign under Major General Gaines, and was not published until more than three months 
after the termination of that campaign. 


’ 


g 

“In writing the letter 1 studiously avoided expressions that might reflect upon any officer, in any 
way connected with the campaign to which my narrative was confined, or any other campaign. 

“Wad I published the letter anonymously, I should have avoided the responsibility of authorship, as 
has been the case with great numbers who have written to editors and others since the commencement of 
hostilities in the south; but conscious of the integrity of my motives, and confirmed in the correctness of 
ny narrative; and, moreover, satisfied that I should violate no known regulation of the army, nor any 
principle of right or propriety, I did not hesitate to give my vame to the contradiction of foul and 
calumnious statements, which were greedily swallowed by the public, and some of which have even been 
admitted into a work purporting to be a history of the war. 

“In the United States, where the liberty of the press is enjoyed in the fullest sense of the word, the 
rapid dissemination of every description of accounts of military marches and operations, even while the 
army is in the field, may be expected. Where the militia constitutes the principal numerical foree of an 
ariny, the novelty of the life and the interest of the seenes through which the young soldier passes, 
together with a desire to gratify the curiosity or relieve the anxiety of distant friends, offer temptations 
too great to admit a doubt that the accounts sent from the seat of war to every part of the Union will be 
as numerous and perhaps as various as the individuals composing the forces in the field. These accounts 
are circulated in a thousand ways, and tend to impress improperly the public mind. This fact has been 
fully illustrated during the last twelve months. 

“The court needs no argument to satisfy it of the impossibility of preventing this evil. It was with 
a view of applying, as far as in my power lay, a remedy to this evil, that my plain narrative of the 
campaign was written, and my name attached to it; for the country was flooded with anonymous accounts 
of the operations in Florida, sometimes as intemperate and abusive in their expressions as imperfect and 
fallacious in their details. Amongst the most violent of these nroductions was the article that has been 
laid before the court by General Gaines. And when I state that this article was received at Camp Sabine 
a few days before my letter was written, I fecl confident the court, so far from seeing an impropriety in 
the honest desire IT manifested to place the events of the campaign in their trae light, will rather be 
surprised at the calinness and moderation which marked the tome and language of my letter. 

“As Major Gencral Scott, in his defence before this court, has quoted a passage from my letter, and 
has deduced an argument therefrom whieh may tend as much to prejudice others as to benetit himself, | 
must, with all respect to General Seott, remark that the interpretation given this passage (which has 
been singled oat of a long letter, and in itself comparatively of minor impcrtance) is a more liberal inter- 
pretation than was contemplated by the writer. 

“It was never my intention to convey an idea that ‘the Louisiana volunteers were a body of vassals, 
who owed allegiance to a particular chief? (see General Scott’s defence, ) nor can I think it would be 
inferred from my letter, Nor do I think it would be inferred from my letter that they evinced a determi- 
nation to violate their engagement with the United States; or that they would have been guilty of mutiny 
had General Gaines relinquished the command. 

“Tt is well known that these troops had been regularly mustered into service for three months; had 
received a bounty of thirty dollars, and were to receive the pay of ten dollars per month: they were, 
therefore, bound to obey all officers properly placed over them. 

“T stated in my letter, and on the authority of General Gaines, myself, that ‘he had pledged himself 


he least 


lo accompany the Louisiana volunteers whithersvever they went, de? In alluding to this fact as t 
important of several reasons General Gaines expressed for continuing his movement from Pensacola, I 
said the volunteers were (owing to this pledge) unwilling to proceed without him. Had I said they were 
unwilling to part with him, 1 shonld have expressed my meaning more clearly; and that fact 1s fully 
established on your record. Lyven grammatically criticising the sentence, the freest construction to be 
put upon it is, that the volunteers would have proceeded unwillingly without General Gaines, who had 
pledged himself to accompany them. Although no one doubts that this fine regiment was bound to proceed, 
and would have proceeded without General Gaines had he so directed, yet they were unwilling to part 
with Jim; and this is the only proper construction that can be put upon the passage. For, if the other 
interpretation is given it, 1 must appear to cast upon the Louisiana volunteers a reflection altogether 
Inconsistent with the terms of encomium used towards them in other parts of the narrative. 
“The slight verbal difference I have noticed [ cannot believe has misled the public, for my meanmg 
is Clearly conveyed in the spirit and context of the letter. : 
“As Lam not advised of any particular point in my letter to which the atiention of the court 1s 
directed; and as Iam not aware of having violated any known law or order in the production of that 
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letter, I have confined mysclf, in the first place, to laying open to the court the motives which induced the 
writing and the publication of the letter, and which F cannot doubt will be found good and sufficient; and, 
in the second place, to explaining to the court a passage in my letter which has received an interpretation 
different from that which was contemplated in penning it. This ¢ ‘xpli mation, I trust, is satisfactory, for 
a thought that a different opinion was entertained by any member of this high and honorable court would 


be to me a source of the most painful humiliation.” 


‘ 


The court adjourned to mect to-morrow at 11 o’clock a.m 


Fepruary 15, 1857. 


The court met pursuant to adjournment. All present. 


The court proceeded to pronounce its opinion on the foregoing cases, as follows: 

The court took into consideration a communication from Captain UWitchcock, of March 11, 1836, to 
the honorable Mr. Lyon, of Alabama, published in the “Globe” of April 2, 1836, detailing the operations 
of Major General Gaines in his campaign against the Seminole Indians in Florida in’ 1836, and find that 
its publication was made with the approbation of Major General Gaines, and does not violate any regula- 
that it appears to be a narrative of facts assumed by the writer, without any 
comments or reflections injurious to the public service; and the court cannot, therefore, see that there is 
any necessity for further investigation into the subjec 

The judge advocate laid before the court a a of the “Globe” of April 8, 1836, containing a pub- 
lication purporting to be from the pen of Major General Jesup, commenting on the letter of ¢ Captain 
Hitchcock of the 11th of Mareh; also a letter of the 2d of June, addressed by Captain Hitchcock to the 
editors of the “Globe,” and published in that paper of the 4th of June, in reply to the publication having 
the signature of Major General Jesup. In viewing the contents of the letter of Captain Uitcheock of the 
2d of June, it purports to be a justification of the premises assumed in his letter to Mr. Lyon of the 11th 
of March, and contains nothing contrary to the regulations of the army. 

The court was called to consider a ‘pub lication made by Captain MeCall, addressed to the editor of the 
New Orleans “ Bulletin,” under date of May 18, 1836, and published in the “ Army and Navy Chronicle” 
of August 11,1836; also a postseript or notes to said letter, published in the “ Army and Navy Chronicle” 
of September 29, 1836. The purport of the letter and postseript is a detail or narrative of the campaign 
f Major General Gaines against the Seminole Indians in Florida in 1836. But as the publications were 
made more than a month after the campaign was closed the army regulations were not violated thereby. 

ALEX. MACOMB, Jajor whcig ee President of the Court. 
S. COOPER, Judge Advocate ‘ Recorder of the Court. 
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PUBLICATIONS OF OFFICERS OF THE ARMY. 
No. L. 
{From the Globe of April 2, 1236 ] 


Fort Drang, florida, March 11, 1836 


Sir: The following statement of facts in relation to the recent movement of troops from Louisiana, 
under the immediate command of Major General Gaines, you may rely upon, and, if you think proper, may 
use for the information of the public. 

General Gaines left his permanent headquarters at Memphis, ‘Tennessee, on a tour of inspection, and 
arrived at New Orleans about the 1 bth of January, where he heard, for the first time, of serious disturb- 
ances in Florida, and particularly of the melancholy massacre of Major Dade and his command, which 
occurred on the 28th of December. He immediate ly communieated with the governor of Louisiana, and 
requested him to call upon and hold in readiness a body of volunteers for service in subduing the Seminole 
Indians, and proceeded to Pensacola to solicit the co-operation of the naval force on that station. At 
Pensacola he found his wishes had been anticipated, Commodores Dallas and Bolton and Captain Webb 
having already directed their attention towards Tampa Bay, and other inlets of Florida, whither they 
had ordered marines and munitions of war. 

The general, on his way to Pensacola, feeling called upon to take the most prompt and decisive 
measures to sustain the military post within his command, and secure the peace of the frontier, issued his 
orders to Lieutenant Colonel Twiges to receive into service eight companics of the volunteers requested 
of the governor of Louisiana, and, together with the regular force at Baton Rouge, New Orleans, and 
other stations in the immediate vicinity of New Orleans, to hold himself in readiness for a movement. to 
Tampa Bay. The whole force amounted to about eleven hundred men, including about seven hundred 
volunteers, This order was dated at Mobile the 18th of January. 

The cveneral visited Pensacola, as stated, and then proceeded to New Orleans, where he arrived about 
the 26th. He organized and equipped his force, and moved, on the 4th of Pebraary, in three steamboats, 
He reached Tampa Bay on the 9th, and on the 13th took the field in the cnemy’s country. It was first 
designed to search for and defeat a body of Indians re ‘ae d to have been recently in the neighborhood 
of Fort Brooke, said to have been in baitle only a day or two before the arrival of the g@ene ral with the 
friendly Indians. Aci ordingly, the general marched in an easterly direction upon the Alafia river, but at 
the end of two days, having found two or three fields of turnips and other vegetables, as also fodder- 
stacks, not destroyed by the enemy, it was readily concluded he could not have been in that vicinity in 
any considerable force, and the general directed his march towards Fort King. He had taken ten days’ 
rations only, but had reason to suppose that a large supply of stores oe at Fort Ning, the quartermaster 
having shown him an official letter from the quartermaster eeneral, advising him that one hundred and 
twenty thousand rations had been ordered to that post. The letter was dated the 2Ist of January. 

The march was continued to Fort King, passing, on the 20th of February, the battle eround « f the 

gallant band cut off under Major Dade on the 28th of Decembe ‘", where we interred the bodies of 106 heroes, 
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No language can do justice to the scene. The remains of our mutilated brothers in arms were found where 
they had fallen, at their posts; the very position of the advanced guard being clearly indicated. Our 
troops marched to solemn music around the little breastwork, which had been hastily thrown up, and where 
the last of the party were destroyed—each individual lying at the breastworks, where, beyond a doubt, 
he fell in the execution of his daty. We continued cur march a short distance that day, and on the 22d, 
as if to celebrate the birth of him who was “first in war, first in peace, and first in the hearts of his 
countrymen,” we arrived at Fort King, and gave an agreeable surprise to one company of artillery, the 
garrison of that post, which, from its isolated and exposed situation, had been reported in the presses of 
the country as having been assaulted and destroyed by the Indians. The garrison had indeed been 
exposed, but was well prepared to give the enemy a warm reception. The guard, on the approach of 
General Gaines, was paraded, and the customary honor paid in due form. But where were the hearts of 
all at that moment? The writer of this confesses “he turned aside to wipe away a tear.” 

The general, contrary to his reasonable expectations, found no sufficient supply of stores of any kind. 
The next morning, the 23d, all the horses were sent to Fort Drane, (22 miles northwest,) with a suitable 
convoy, for a supply of provisions. The 24th brought us all that could be procured, and it was ascer- 
tained to be but seven days’ rations, which, with two days’ supply found at Fort King, made up all that 
could be looked for in that quarter. The general had then to decide upon his next movement. ‘To remain 
at Fort King without supplies was out of the question; to proceed further north might embarrass the 
operations of another officer then ascertained to be employed at Picolata in preparing force and supplies 
to penetrate the enemy’s country. After much and mature deliberation, the general decided to move 
south again, by the battle ground of General Clinch. If the enemy should not be found, the general 
would, at all events, reach supplies at Tampa Bay. His movements would occupy, and perhaps concen- 
trate the enemy, and tend greatly to give security to the frontier, and cnable families to return to their 
deserted plantations, and in safety recommence their peaceful avocations, which was considered of very 
ereat importance, the season having arrived for the commencement of planting operations. Lastly, but 
not the least of the considerations, we might find and beat the enemy. 

The general moved from Fort King on the 26th of February, and on the 27th, at two o’clock, we were 
on the right bank of the Withlacoochee, at the place where General Clinch crossed the river the 31st of 
December preceding. The troops had advanced from Tampa Bay, and to this time the same order of march 
had been preserved, in three columns, a right, centre, and left, respectively, about 100 yards distance from 
each other, with a strong advance and rear guard; the baggage being in the rear of the centre column. 
In this order it followed that we struck the river at three points; the advance guard, as the centre, being 
at the usual crossing place. The baggage and the rear had been ordered to halt, as the general only 
designed examining the crossing place. Up to this time no attack or annoyance had been offered us since 
we left Tampa Bay, and but few of us expected it at the Withlacuochee; we were, therefore, many of us, 
fully exposed while sounding and examining the river, and our exposure was matter of jocular remark, 
when, for the first time, opposite our left flank, a spirited fire was heard, accompanied by the enlivening 
war-yell of the savage. The fight was continued about half an hour, the enemy being on the left bank of 
the river, when the general ordered the troops to encamp near the river. We lost one killed and cight 
wounded. On the 28th we moved down the river about two miles, where the banks were less covered 
with thicket, and the advance guard was here fired upon, and Lieutenant Izard, of the United States 
dragoons, mortally wounded. He fell, but partially recovering himself, commanded his men, with the 
utmost composure, to “keep their positions, and He close;” a command scarcely less remarkable than that 
of the lamented Lawrence: “ Don’t give up the ship.” Lieutenant Izard, after five days of suffering, died 
on the 5th of March, and was buried on the banks of the Withlacoochee—himself a loss too great for 
the savage foe ever to compensate. 

The fight was continued on the 28th, with little or no intermission, from about 9 o’clock until 1 o’clock 
p.m., When we encamped again. During this period the Indians kept up a continuous yell, except during 
an interval, when they retreated for a short time. We lost this day, besides Lieutenant Izard, one killed, 
and Captain Sanders, commanding the friendly Indians, and Captain Armstrong, of the United States 
schooner Motto, both volunteers, wounded, the latter slightly. In the evening of this day an express was 
sent to Fort Drane to report to the officer commanding in that quarter that the enemy had been found in 
force, and to recommend an immediate movement, crossing the Withlacoochee some distance above, and 
thence to fall down upon the enemy’s rear, which it was hoped would terminate the war. 

On the 29th, in the morning, the enemy was silent; but the experience of the general looked upon it 
as ominous, and he ordered one-third of the command to remain at the breastworks, the remainder of the 
force being employed in preparing timber and canoes for crossing the river. At about 9 o’clock our 
working parties were fired upon, and simultaneously a vigorous fire poured into camp from three sides— 
that nearest the river being the only one not assailed. The firing continued a little over two hours, 
during which we lost one man killed, and three officers and thirty non-commission and privates wounded, 
The force of the enemy was estimated at twelve hundred or fifteen handred. General Gaines was wounded 
by a small rifle ball, which passed through his lower lip, making a very slight wound, but knocking out 
one lower tooth and slightly fracturing two upper teeth. This was a most startling incident to all as 
soon as known, but affected everybody more than the gallant hero himself, who, with the most heart- 
cheering good humor, observed that it was extremely unkind for the enemy to take a tooth from him 
which he valucd so highly. Lieutenant Duncan, of the artillery, was slightly wounded, and Lieutenant 
EK. Smith, of the Louisiana volunteers, was wounded no less than three times. The enemy at length 
retired in some haste; for, contrary to their custom, they left one of their dead, after dragging the body 
some distance. They took his rifle, but we found him well supplied with powder and about sixty bullets. 

The enemy, contrary to expcetation, having crossed the river, it was evidently unnecessary for the 
troops from Fort Drane to go higher up; and accordingly General Gaines sent another express that even- 
ing, suggesting the expediency of a movement directly to Camp Izard, (the name he had given his own 
camp,) requesting, as he had done by the previous express, a supply of six thousand vations of pork, 
flour, and sugar. On the 2d, 3d, 4th, and 5th days of March, the enemy fired at intervals, both day and 
night, upon our camp, which we secured by breastworks of pine logs, within which most of the command 
enjoyed themselves in conversation, end speculating upon probabilities as to whether supplies would 
reach us, while our sharpshvooters were amusing themselves in picking off the Indians from behind the 
trees. 

As our provisions diminished we began to inguire into the virtues of roots and the comparative 
excellence of horse meat. Ata meeting of officers, all the corn was thrown into the public crib, and an 








454 MILITARY AFFAIRS. [No. 738. 





issue of a pint made to those men whose bread had ae exhausted, At length bread, corn, and meat 
disappeared, and some of the men were two days without food. What were then the fee lines in camp ? 
Let it be reeorded to the honor of every man, and let no one from false modesty hesitate to yie dd iis feel- 
ines to the gratification of noble pride, W hen he recollects that nota murmur was heard, and nota lak c 
of retreat circulated from any ag a Far from it. Some horses were killed, and a very delicate piece 
was brought to the general at his tent, who found it remarkably tender and well flavored, We felt ve ry 
well able to maintain ourselves at least three weeks, if necessary; and by that time, at least, the force 
from above must certainly come down, and the Indi: us would assuredly be taken. ‘These were our reflec- 
tions on the night of the 5th, when, at about 10 o'clock, we heard some one calling from the woods, and 
The officer of the guard answered the man, and dem: inded_ his designs. He 
{ fehting, and wanted to make peace. The gene ral ordened 
say anything, to come in the morning with a white 
” repeating his desire to come in and have 


wishing to speak with us. 
distinctly stated that the Indians were tired of 
the officer of the euard to answer that, if he w anted to s 
flag, and he should not be fired upon. He replied, “ very well, 
a friendly talk, and to shake hands. This was soon circulated throughout the camp; but, from the well- 
known treachery of ee Indians, we were ordered to be particularly on our guard, and continued so all 
night 

During the day of the 5th we lost one man killed, and had two wounded—the only casualties which 
had oce aie since the 29th. On the morn ing of the 6th, at about 10 o'clock, about 300 of the Indians 
filed out from the river and tock up a position in our rear, about five hundred yards distant. They were 
armed, and we were fully in the belief ‘th: it this was a mere fe int—sup posing the residue of their force in 
a neighboring hammock—and were confident of a desperate assault from some other quarter. We were 
at a stand, waiting their movements, some minutes. At gg one or two advanced a short distance, 
and, after considerable hesitation on their part—the result of their fears lest we should entrap them— 
they approached near enough to be heard, and, after being ‘oin ed by three or four others, came within 
about two hundred yards, and repeated what had been declared the night before. The ‘erencral then 
directed a staff officer to go out to them and hear what neti had to say. It was soon reported to the 
gener ral that the Indians did not wish to fight any more, but they wanted him to retire from the Withla- 
coochee. ‘The staff officer was then ordered to return to them, and, in the plainest language, to tell them 
the exact truth as to the force ordered into the country to subdue them; that additional force was expected 
every day; that the time was near when every Indian found with a rifle in his hand would be shot down. 
This was communicated, with such explanations as were deemed necessary to give it force, and they then 
said they would go and hold a council, and would assemble again in the afternoon to give an answer. 
In the afternoon they came as before, including, as in the morning, the celebrated Powe Hand scarce less 
celebrated Jumper, with several others, and with the interpreter Abram. The general’s staff officer had 
vith him two or three others from our camp to the talk. The Indians repeated much of what they had 
said in the morning—that they had lost many men by death and wounds, and were tired of the war, and 
wanted peace; but as their governor, as they called him, Micanopy, was not with them, they wanted time 
to consult him. They therefore asked a cessation of the war. The staff officer, having been previously 
instructed by the general, told them that if they would engage to cease from all ac ts of hostility, retire 
south of the Withlacoochee, and promise to attend a council when called upon by the United States com- 
They answered that, for themselves, they would, 


missioners, they should not for the present be molested, 


and did promise ail that was required. At that moment a noise was heard from that portion of the 
Indians at a distance, and they were seen running towards the river. It was easy to conjecture the 


eause. Immediately afterwards General Clinch, with 500 men and supplies, came gallantly on; and his 
advance guard of mounted men seeing Indians, and not knowing the purpose of their being where they 
were, formed a line promptly to the lett, and fired. But the fleetness of the Indians save “the my; they 
were beyond the reach of gunshot, and were soon out of sight and over the river. 

Then followed one of the most delightful ereetings imaginable, General Clinch’s force moved onward, 
and was soon within hail of friends; and were we not al! friends” indeed? The new comers were soon 
divested of their surplus bread, &ec., until their haversacks were emptied and our command feasted. 
General Clinch brought two di Lys? soppy of pork and bread, with sugar, besides about forty head of cattle, 
many of which did not live out that night. 

On the 8th a negro man was sent over the river, 
account for his appearance among them in any way he might choose; to see and talk with them; to 
ascertain their location and wishes. The 9th he did not return, and much doubt prevailed as to the 
position and disposition of the enemy. On this day, the 9th, General Gaines thought proper to deliver 
the command over to General Clinch. We all regretted, and yet were pleased with the change; regretted 
to lose the presence of a tried, experienced, and gallant general, whose deportment commanded respect, 
whose judgment insered confidence, and whose mild and amiable manners won the affectionate regard of 
every one; but if a change was deemed a public duty, to whom could the command be assigned with so 
much satisfaction to his troops as to General Clinch, who came nobly to their aid, with all the despatch 


and all the assistance in his power, and whose manners were an index of his generous and heart-cnnobling 


who had a wife among the hostiles, with orders to 


qualities. 

General Clinch, for reasons assigned in orders, directed a movement to this place, to commence on 
the 10th instant, at_10 o'clock. In the midst of a heavy rain the march commenced, and the troops moved 
about seven miles and encamped. In the evening the negro man who had been sent among the foe came 
in, and, to our great satisfaction, confirmed in the most precise manner the truth and sincerity of all the 
Indians had professed. He went among them, and found they had moved some fifteen or twenty miles up 
the river, and had dispersed over a space of some two miles or more, in several encampments. They gave 
the negro every assurance of a pacilic disposition on their part, stating that they had ordered their young 
men to abstain from war, and that they had sech our men fishing in the river, and had abstained from 
firing npon them. They stated that thirty had been killed in the several battles on the Withlacoochee 
riper the 27th of February and the 5th of March, It must be observed that no terms have been offered 
the Indians; and, althoneh there ean be no doubt of their having been broken ins pirit, it is yet to be seen 
whet her they will suffer the dictation of terms which it is u inderstood are to be jinposed® yore them. It is 
certai ily known through the negro man that they do not wish to go west, and they may refuse to comply 
with a re qu irement to do so, 

General Gaines arrived at this place to-day in good health, 

I liave the honor to be, &e., 

Ki. A. HITCHCOCK, Captain Uniied States Army. 
Ton. Francis >. Lyon, AM. C& Washington City. ; 
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No, 2. 
[From the Globe of April 8, 1836. ] 


GENTLEMEN: T have read the letter of Captain Hitchcock, late acting inspector general in Florida, 
published in your paper of Saturday, and regret to observe that, in the warmth of his zeal for his chief, he 
attempts to throw the responsibility of the movement on Fort King, with inadequate supplies, upon the 
officers of the quartermaster’s department. Now, most men have as much as they can do to bear the 
burden of their own errors; I find it so at least, and I confess my shoulders are not quite broad enough 
to bear the additional weight which the gallant inspector seems kindly disposed to transfer to them. But 
let him speak for himself. He says, “the general directed his march towards Fort King; he had ten days’ 
rations only, but had reason to suppose that a large supply of stores was at Fort King, the quartermaster having 
shown him an official letter from the quartermaster general, advising him that one hundred and twenty 
thousand rations had been ordered to thai post;? and in a subsequent paragraph he says: “the general, 
contrary to his reasonable expectations, found no sufficient supply of stores of any kind” itis a maxim in 
war, as old as the science itself, that a general should never separate himself from his supplies without 
taking care to secure his communications; but it is the high attribute of genius to be able to dispense 
with those rules which are necessary for the government of ordinary mortals; the commander, however, 
who disregards them, assumes a responsibility which nothing short of complete success can justify. 
Reasonable grounds for supposing that supplies would be found at Fort King may palliate but cannot 
justify a movement contrary to rule, which resulted in failure as this did. 

But let us examine the grounds for the supposition of the general. Captain Shannon, the senior 
quartermaster in Florida, had been advised in a letter of the 19th January, from the Quartermaster 
General’s office, that a large supply of provisions had been ordered from New York to Fort King. The 
following is an extract from that letter of all that relates to the subject : “Large supplies of provisions 
have been ordered from New York to Fort King.” By comparing this extract with Captain Hitcheock’s letter 
it will be seen that he has omitted the material fact, that the supplies were ordered from New Yorr. Now, 
he must pardon me, if, not satisfied with the precise quantum of truth which he has chosen to tell, I claim 
for the department the benefit of the whole truth. 

General Gaines, we are told, moved from Tampa Bay on the 13th of February, just twenty-four days 
subsequent to the date of the letter to Captain Shannon—a time not sufficient to have placed the supplies 
in depot at Fort King, even in the most favorable season of the year, and with the land communication 
entirely free from the interruptions of the enemy. Besides, General Gaines must have known that all the 
settlements in Florida, from near St. Augustine to Fort King, had been broken up, or were kept in 
constant alarm by the enemy, and that the whole line of the Ocklawaha, as well as the roads from Pilatka 
and Picolata, were liable to be seized and held by him. It must also have been known that General Scott 
was in the field, and the least reflection must have led any one to perceive that he would hardly allow his 
supplies to go without protection, in advance of his force. The date of the letter, the place whence the 
supplies were necessarily drawn, the state of the roads in Florida, the condition of that country, and the 
position of General Scott, should all have been considered. Viewing these circumstances together, what 
grounds were there to justify the supposition that supplies would be found at Fort King? What 
reasonable expectation of the general could have been disappointed, unless, indeed, he supposed General 
Clinch had obtained supplies before General Scott arrived in the country? But if he, at the head of a 
thousand men, was obliged to intrench himself on the Withlacoochee, and was neither able to open the 
communication with his own depot at Tampa Bay nor to keep open that with Fort King, how could he 
expect General Clinch, with less than half that force, even if the supplies had arrived at Picolata, to keep 
open the communication, and furnish protection for them on the route, when every brigade of wagon or 
pack-horses required a military escort ? 

The fact is, there was no just grounds for the supposition, if it was ever entertained, that supplies 
would be found at Fort King more than sufficient for its garrison, Tampa Bay was the proper depot for 
General Gaines’s division. When he left that post for Fort King the supplies were abundant ; if he chose 
to leave them there, and allow the enemy to cut him off from them, he no doubt had reason sufficient, in 
his own opinion, to justify the measure ; but the responsibility, as well as the honor, is all his own, I 
must be excused from sharing either. 

THOMAS S. JESUP. 


Messrs. Briar & Rives. 


[From the Globe of June 4, 1836.] 
Wasuineton City, D. C., June 2, 1836. 

GenxtLeEMEN: I avail myself of the first opportunity to notice the errors contained in a letter from 
General Jesup of the 8th April, referring to my letter to the honorable Mr. Lyon, previously published in 
the Globe, 

General Jesup says that General Gaines had no reasonable expectation of finding supplies at Fort 
King, after secing a letter from the Quartermaster General’s office to the assistant quartermaster in Florida, 
dated the 19th of January, informing him that large supplies had been ordered from New York to Fort King ; 
and the general charges me with omitting, in my letter to Mr. Lyon, the ‘material fact,” as he calls it, 
that the supplies were ordered from New York, and claims “the benefit of the whole truth.” 

Notwithstanding the self-complacent formality of the general’s principle, as “old as the science itself,” 
I shall set him right very abruptly. He urges three points : Ist, the want of time to send supplies from 
New York to Fort King; 2d, that the roads in Florida were liable to be seized and held by.the enemy, 
and that every wagon train, therefore, required an escort, 3d, that “the least reflection” would have told 
any one that General Scott would hardly allow his supplies to go in advance of his force without 
protection. 
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1. As to time. The general having claimed the benetit of the whole truth should not have withheld 
it hinise If, particularly in the delicate situation of being interested ; and, therefore, to the “twenty-four 
days” from ce date of the letter of advice from his office to Captain Shannon, the 19th of Janu: ary, to the 
departure of General Gaines trom Tampa Bay, the 13th of February (all the time General Jesup “ce hooses” 
to consider,) he should have added the ten days for which General Gaines took rations on his marek to 
Fort King, more e specially as he quoted the fact itse Mf from my letter, and thus passed it manually before 
his eyes; and he ah mild also have considered that every post, as a matter of course, has some days’ 
supply always on hand ; in the present case, nine which General Gaines took from, and several that he 
left at Forts King and Drane. So that, in fact, instead of “just twenty-four days,” the quartermaster 
general had forty-three, and perhaps fifty days allowed him ; and yet (he supplies were not placed in depot. 
No one ean deny but that here was time enough to forward the supplies, even from New York, and 
therefore my omitting to state the place whence they were drawn was not “material.” 

2. As to roads and escorts, the only road required was that from Picolata to Fort Drane. This road 
was entirely under the control of the army, and almost daily passed by expresses; and General Scott's 
main force was at Picolata ready to furnish all necessary escorts. 

As to sending the supplies in advance. General Scott’s plan made it a most important object to 
send supplies in advance to Fort Drane. For this he labored weeks in succession, embarrassed constantly 
for the want of transportation due from the quartermaster’s department; and in order to insure this very 
desirable object he even detained his force at Picolata to avoid consuming the supplies at the depot in 
advqnce. 

Thus, it appears, there was time; the road was protected, and the supplies were required in advance. 
Why, then, were they not forwarded ? 

It is not true, as General Jesup partly states and partly implies, that General Gaines was driven to 
his breastworks, there besieged, and unable to move. General Gaines had the example, if example were 
necessary, of the present Chief Magistrate and other distinguished commanders, and habitually intrenched 
his camp at night in Florida. He was in one of these breastworks when the Indians presented themselves 
on the 29th of February. Ue had the day before declared, in a letter to Fort Drane, that he would not 
leave his position until he should hear from Fort Drane, hoping for the means of striking a blow that 
would terminate the war in “ten days,” without the hazard of dispersing the Indians, or driving them to 
the Everglades. He was not besieged, for after about 12 m. of the 29th of February, not an Indian was 
seen or heard of about camp until the afternoon of the 2d of March, when a small party threw in a volley 
and ran away; and on the subsequent days, for hours in succession, the country was equally open, and 
could have been cleared at any time. 

General Clinch went down with five hundred men; General Gaines had a thousand to move with, had 
he been disposed to move at all; but dispersing, or merely driving the Indians further off, would have 
been “worse than suffering a defeat,” and to retire never once occupied his thoughts. 

I will conclude by expressing a hope that when General Jesup wishes again to vent his spleen 
against General Gaines he will not attempt it over my “shoulders.” 
k. A. HITCHCOCK. 


Messrs, Busirn & Rives. 


No, 4. 
[From the Army and Navy Chronicle of August 11, 1836.] 


Camp Sabine, near the Sabine river, May 18, 1836. 

Dear Sir: I take the liberty to enclose herewith a copy of a letter to a friend, on the subject of the 
late movements in Florida under General Gaines. 

I had written nothing relative to that campaign with a view for publication, nor should T now send 
the enclosed had I not lately seen in some of the papers strange misrepresentations of facts which should 
not be permitted fo pass unnoticed, 

I have had time only roughly to sketch the principal features of the campaign; but the letter is at 
the service of the public, and [ shall be obliged by your giving it an insertion In your paper. 

I am, with great respect, &c., 
GEORGE A, McCALL. 

Epiror of the N. O. Bulletin. 





My Dear Sir: A rapid change of position and almost constant occupation during the last four months 
have prevented until now my making fhe Florida war the subject of a letter. The first intelligence of 
actual hostilities” in that section of his military department was received by General Gaines at New 
Orleans, whilst on a tour of inspection to the Gulf posts. The news of the massacre of Dade’s detach- 
ment had burst like a thunder-clap upon the inhabitants of the great southern emporium. On receiving 
the official report of this sad disaster, General Gaines immediately addressed to the adjutant general at 
Washington a letter, in which he urged that no time should be lost in applying to the savages on that 
frontier the last and obvious means of correction, at the same time declaring, from his knowledge of the 
Seminole Indians and the country they inhabited, his conviction that the only sure means of speedily and 
effectually terminating the difficulties in that quarter would be to bring into the field an army of at Icast 
4,000 inen, aided and supported by a strong naval foree. Under this yes ae he recommended that 
the 6th and part of the Ist and 7th regiments of infantry be ordered to Florida, to reinforee the United 
States troops on the Gulf, and such volunteers from the adjoining States as the emergeney might call 
forth. On the same day he made a requisition on the governor of Louisiana for a regiment of riflemen or 
infantry; and soon after requested of Commodore Bolton, at Pensacola, the co-operation of such naval 
force as he might feel authorized to order on that service Sule days subsequent to this, the receipt of 
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intelligence that Fort Brooke (Tampa Bay) was invested by the Indians and negroes, and the garrison in 
danger of being cut off, determined General Gaines to proceed at once to their relief with what force he 
might be able to collect at New Orleans. He accordingly wrote by express to General Clinch, who com- 
manded in Florida, and was at that time at Fort King, one hundred miles north of Fort Brooke, that he 


=) 
é 


(General Gaines) would be at the latter post on the 8th of February, with seven hundred men. General 
Clinch, it was understood, would have, by that time, a respectable force (volunteers) from Georgia and 
the upper counties of Florida, He was accordingly ordered, if strong enough to take the field, to march 
to the southward in time to effect a junction with General Gaines at or near Fort Brooke. Under these 
circumstances, General Gaines embarked at New Orleans on the night of the 3d of February, with a 
brigade of about eleven hundred men, (to which number his force had fortunately increased, ) consisting 
of six companies of the 4th infantry, under Lieutenant Colonel Twiggs, and a regiment of Louisiana vol- 
unteers, under the command of General P. F. Smith, adjutant general of the State. The transports, being 
steamboats, were obliged to touch at Pensacola for wood; and here it was that General Gaines met the 
adjutant general’s letter of the 22d of January, which purported to cover the “Order No. 7,” directing 
General Scott to repair to Florida “and take command of the troops operating against the Indians in that 
quarter.” This Order No, 7 was not enclosed, nor did General Gaines see it until his arrival at Fort King, 
sixteen days afterwards. This fact may be a matter of no great import; but as the continuance of the 
movement from Pensacola to Tampa, after his being notified that such an order had been issued, is one of 
the two prominent features of the campaign that has been very unhesitatingly criticised and condemned 
in some of the popular prints, it may be well to examine what might have been the consequences had he 
abandoned the expedition at that advanced stage of its progress. 

In command of a military department, he had received at a point far distant from the seat of federal 
government, whence alone special or new instructions could be sent him, the intelligence of a great and 
unlooked-for disaster having occurred on the extreme southern frontier of the country occupied by the 
left wing of his division; he learned the melancholy news that a large white settlement had been over- 
run, sacked, and burnt, and many of the inhabitants killed; the United States agent of Indian affairs 
murdered; eight valuable officers and ninety-eight brave soldiers of his division ent to pieces by an over- 
whelming savage foet and he was aware that the military posts on the borders of the Indian country, viz: 
Forts Brooke, King, and Drane, with the station at Key West, all within his military department, were 
without any other work of defence than such as a daring leader with 500 men might, at the risk of a 
little loss, take and destroy in a few hours, the garrisons of three of those posts being insufficient for 
their defence. What, then, was the duty of the commander of the department? Had he hesitated one 
single moment he would indeed have merited the stern opprobrium of his fellow-citizens. He did not 
hesitate. He collected what force he could and marched immediately for the theatre of war. On the 
route, and within two days’ march (by steam) of the Indian borders, he received a notification that 
General Scott had been ordered to repair from the city of Washington to Florida, ‘and take command of 
the troops operating against the Indians in that quarter.” At the same time he was informed that “the 
state of affairs west of the Mississippi might soon require his attention, if not his presence, in that 
quarter;” and he was directed to await further orders in the city of New Orleans. Had _ hostilities 
actually existed on the Louisiana frontier, and General Gaines received an order to repair thither imme- 
diately, it is difficult to say whether the historian would have approved or condemned his conduct at that 
stage of the game had he obeyed the order, and, by so doing, left General Clinch in expectation of a 
promised co-operation, to extricate himself as he could from any difficulty into which the failure on the 
part of General Gaines in preconcerted movements might peradventure throw him, And without General 
Gaines, the volunteers, his principal force, were unwilling to proceed ; for, before they left New Orleans, he 
had pledged himself to accompany them withersoever they went, and to stand by them as long as they 
would stand by him, in repressing the rising spirit of savage devastation, Moreover, he was firmly 
persuaded that the instructions from the War Department requiring him to wait further orders in the city 
of New Orleans, were forwarded before that department could possibly have received a detail of the 
circumstances which rendered the immediate movement to Florida not only proper but imperative. 

A little reflection determined him to continue the movement until the President should be apprised 
of all the particular circumstances attending it, or until the officer authorized to operate in his department 
should make his appearance in person in that part of the country which constituted the principal theatre 
of the war, or the Indians be subdued and the security of the frontier re-established. This view of the 
subject is based upon a sound principle of military law, and is supported by the ablest writers of all 
enlightened nations whose arms have been crowned with suecess. Had General Gaines failed to comply 
with this wise precept—had he disregarded this sacred injunction, he well knew that he might suffer the 
enemy to defeat a body of troops expecting his co-operation, and consequently leave the citizens dwelling 
within the limits of his command quivering beneath the upraised tomahawk and the blood-stained 
scalping-knife. 

Was it his duty, under such circumstances, to abandon an expedition, on the prosecution of which 
the safety of the border people possibly hung; or was it his duty to strike promptly at the enemy, if 
possible subdue him, or at all events endeavor to check his devastations until the President should have 
notice of his strength and the determined spirit with which he seemed prepared to carry on the war? 

General Gaines proceeded to Tampa Bay. On his arrival at Fort Brooke he learned that the day 
previous a party of about 100 of the friendly Indians had been attacked near the fort, and driven in by a 
superior force. The country occupied by the hostile tribes lying between Forts Brooke and King, no 
communication had been kept up between those posts since the massacre of Major Dade’s command, and 
consequently, General Gaines, on arriving at the first-named station, was unable to gather any informa- 
tion from which he could form even a tolerable conjecture of General Clinch’s strength or movements. 
But relying on the co-operation of that oflicer, he determined, as soon as his horses could be landed, to 
place a suflicient garrison in the pickets, and with the remainder of his force march out to meet him. 

Owing to the expense and difliculties attending the transportation of horses from New Orleans by 
sea, the baggage train brought with the brigade was necessarily small, and the expectation that the 
requisite number to complete the train might be procured at Tampa was not realized; the horses and 
cattle in that vicinity having been stolen or lost during the alarm, which broke up the settlement and 
drove the families for protection to the fort. Some half dozen Indian ponies were, I believe, all that the 
quartermaster could procure to add to the number brought from New Orleans, The question, then, 
among both officers and soldiers was, not “what they might get along with,” but “what they could do 
without on their march?” Ten days’ rations were issued to the troops, (five of which were to be carried 
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in the haversacks,) and on the morning of the 13th the brigade took the field. The order of march was 
three columns, with an advance anda strong rearguard. The right was four companies of the second 
artillery, acting as infantry, commanded by Major Belton; the centre seven companies of the fourth 
infantry, under Lieutenant Colone! Foster; the left and rear being composed of the Louisiana volunteers, 
under Colonel Smith and Licutenant Colonel Lawson, Licutenant Colonel Twiges acting as brigadier. 

The friendly Indians, who to the number of seventy-seven accompanied the brigade, having reported 
their belief that the war party which attacked them a few days before was not only formidable but was 
probably still encamped on the Alafia river at a point some fifteen miles from Port Brooke and seven from 
the main road to Fort King, General Gaines made a detour to the right for the purpose of breaking it up 
and driving before him this band of marauders. On the second day’s march, however, it was ascertained 
that the enemy had not been at Alafia in any strength; and the troops, having received two additional 
rations which had been directed to meet them by water at Warren's, proceeded on their route. On 
approaching the Withlacoochee, on Dade’s line of march and some thirty miles above Clinch’s battle 
ground, the friendly Indians expressed their firm belief that a vigorous attack would be made the follow- 
ing day, and urged strenuously that they might be permitted to return home, ¢ e., to Fort Brooke. This 
faltering on the approach of battle created some surprise, not unmingled with distrust of their fidellty, 
A half-hour’s talk, however, reassured them, and they moved on without evineing any further timidity. 

The expected attack, however, was not made; and the brigade arrived without annoyance at Dade’s 
battle ground, where funeral honors were paid to the gallant band who had left on the trees around 
abundant proof of a field nobly contested against an overwhelming foe. The sad scene can never be 
erased from the memory of those who witnessed it, but its images, still vivid in the mind, recall feclings 
tuo painful to permit me to dwell longer upon a scene which has already been deseribed by many. 

Up to this time, the eighth day since he marched from Fort Brooke, General Gaines had been in hourly 
expectation of meeting Clinch; and the fall of a towering pine, which in those extensive wilds produces 
a sound it is difficult to distinguish from the report of distant artillery, and was on two occasions the 
cause of long and animated discussion among all ranks, whilst at the end of every mile some further 
indication of Clinch’s approach was looked for. Knowing the promptness of that officer, General Gaines 
could not now but apprehend that some serious obstacle had arisen to prevent the desired junction. Being 
only about forty miles from Fort King, the general felt bound to proceed thither to ascertain the situation 
of Clinch’s command and if possible gain some information with regard to the movements of the enemy. 
His only doubt with regard to the expediency of proceeding thither was on the score of provisions. This 
he mentioned to me on Dade’s battle ground while a party detailed for the purpose was collecting the 
bodies of the slain for burial. He concluded by saying that the men had with them enough to carry 
them back to Tampa if he returned immediately, and that there were abundant supplies ; but that if he 
proceeded to Fort King he might not find a sufficient provision to make that. position the basis of his 
operations without embarrassing General Clinch, with whom he desired to co-operate, or General Scott, 
should he have arrived. I then remarked that an officer had just mentioned to me that the quartermaster 
had received, before he left Fort Brooke, a letter from the quartermaster general, notifying him that 
120,000 rations had been ordered to Fort King in January preceding. This letter was immediately 
called for. It was from the Quartermaster General’s office, and dated the 19th (nineteenth) of January. 
The passage that had been referred to was as follows : 

‘Large supplies of provisions have been ordered from New York for Fort King, and 30,000 rations 
to St. Augustine, from the same place.” 

This was the first time General Gaines saw the letter in question, or knew that a large additional 
supply had been ordered from New York to Fort King. He had brought a large supply of subsistence 
and furage to Tampa Bay, and had written to General Clinch to that effect from New Orleans, intending 
to make Tampa the basis of his operations. But now, unable to gain the least information of General 
Clinch’s strength or movements, or those of the enemy, in any other way than by proceeding to Fort King, 
the acquisition of the information above detailed removed the only doubt he had entertained with regard 
He decided to push on without delay, and the order to march was 


to the expediency of the measure. 
T have been 


given the moment the simple but solemn funeral rites of the band of heroes was concluded. 
thus precise in this part of my narrative, because a want of knowledge of the circumstances attending 
this measure has caused the whole movement to be so misconstrued as to Jay General Gaines Hable to 
the charge of dashing heedlessly into the wilderness without any plan of operations ; suffering himself 
to be separated by a wide district of the enemy’s country from the depot of his supplies, and thus exposing 
his men to hardships and privations as unnecessary as profitless. 

sut this is the second principal feature of the campaign that has been most unhesitatingly criticised, 
of which more anon. To return to the thread of my narrative: 

The troops reached Fort King on the 22d of February without meeting with any accident worthy of 
remark. <A single company of the 8d artillery constituted the garrison of this station, General Clinch 
with his principal force was at Fort Drane, twenty-two miles to the northwest. With great regret 
General Gaines now learned that Clinch had not received the expected reinforcements from the northern 
borders of the Territory, but two volunteer companies having joined him from that quarter. His force 
was four companies of artillery and one of infantry, and the two companies of volunteers I have mentioned. 
General Gaines was not less disappointed when he was told that the supply of provisions at these two 
posts (King and Drane) was little more than suflicient for their support. Whether this disappointment 
was consequent to a reasonable expectation or not, I shall not pretend to determine. The simple facts 
from which must be determined the reasonableness or unreasonableness of the conclusion drawn from the 
information received by General Gaines, on the battle ground, are these: the troops had marched from 
Fort Brooke on the 13th with ten days’ rations. At the Alafia they received two days’ rations, brought 
thither by water, making in all twelve. That is, they were provisioned to include the 24th of February. 
On the 20th of February General Gaines saw the letter of the 19th January already alluded to. From 
the date of the letter to the day he saw it, inclusive, is 82 days, and to the 24th February, the day to 
which his troops had been provisioned, is 86 days. The supplies had been ordered on the 19th ; how long 
before that he knew not. The facilities of water transportation from New York to the mouth of the St. 
John’s river, and up that river by steam to Picolata, whence it is about 70 miles to Fort Drane and 92 to 
Fort King, led to the conclusion that in 36 days the supply would have reached its destination. The roads 
the troops had travelled were in fine order, the season having been remarkably dry. We were told no 
rain had fallen from some time in September till the day before we reached Dade’s battle ground, when 


there was a sliglit rain. 
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At Fort King it was learned that preparations were making for the campaign at Picolata, under 
direction of General Scott. It was thought, however, that he would not be enabled to take the field with 
any considerable force for some time. 

Finding he could expect no immediate co-operation from a quarter where he had expected to meet a 
considerable foree—Clinch’s command being barely sufficient to supply the necessary escorts to the 
provision wagons between Picolata and Fort Drane—and unwilling to draw upon the nucleus of supplies 
here collecting, General Gaines decided on returning immediately to Tampa Bay, and making that the 
basis of his operations. He informed General Clinch of this, and requested barely a sufficient supply to 
last him on the march. He had marched from Fort Brooke to Fort King by the main route—the common 
wagon road. This road is longer by a day’s march than the route by Chocochater. He therefore 
determined to return by the latter. It was, indeed, the opinion at Fort King that the Indians had 
established themselves near the point at which this trace crosses the Withlacoochee, viz: Clinch’s battle 
ground, If so, so much the better—he might beat them by the way. At any rate the movement of one 
thousand men through the country occupied by the Indians would have the effect of keeping them 
concentrated, and therefore relieve the frontier from petty depredations. Of the seventy-seven friendly 
Indians who accompanied the brigade from Fort Brooke ten returned with it, the balance remaining 
with General Clinch. These men, who acted as guides, promised to find a ford somewhere near the point 
at which General Clinch had crossed. 

On the 27th General Gaines reached the Withlacoochee at this point, and a half hour or more had 
been passed in searching for the ford, when the enemy opened a fire from the opposite bank. The stream 
is about forty yards wide, but deep and rapid, A few companies were immediately brought into action, 
and very soon the fire became general from the left to the centre. This skirmish (the first bush-fighting 
the men had seen) lasted half an hour. The loss of the troops was one killed and seven wounded. The 
troops encamped near the river, and the guides declared the ford must be about three miles below, where 
a trail leading to the right struck the river. The next morning by sunrise the three columns marched 
for the point indicated, on reaching which a spirited fire was immediately opened from the opposite bank; 
it was quickly returned, and continued, with occasional intermissions, till 1 o’clock, In the early part 
of this action Lieutenant Izard, a gallant soldier, was mortally wounded. The Joss this day was one 
killed and three wounded. The stream at this point also proved too deep to be forded, aud the guides, 
who had been accustomed to hunt in the lower country and had not been in this section for many years, 
were totally at fault. The banks of the stream, however, at this point were less thickly clad with the 
customary undergrowth, and the general determined to cross. A detail was accordingly made to prepare 
canoes and the flooring of a pontoon bridge, and the cheerful sound of the axe was soon mingled with 
the crack of the rifle and the animating war-ery. At 4 o’clock p.m. a distant but very loud whooping 
was heard, which indicated the approach of a large reinforcement to the enemy from the opposite side. 
The friendly Indians immediately declared it to be Micanopy, whose force they estimated at eight 
hundred warriors. 

General Gaines, then satisfied that the whole force of the enemy was in the field, considered the 
opportunity of bringing the war to a close too favorable to be lost. Under this impression he sent an 
express to General Clinch, recommending an immediate movement of the force under his command, with 
an additional supply of ammunition and provisions. Clinch was desired to cross the river some ten miles 
above, and move down on the left bank. General Gaines added that he would in the meantime endeavor 
to amuse the cnemy, prepare his boats, &e., for crossing, but would not cross until he heard from Fort 
Drane, where General Clinch expected by this time some accession to his force. 

sy this movement it was believed the two brigades would be enabled to attack the enemy in front 
and rear at the same time, and probably terminate the war in afew days. The customary log breast- 
work was thrown up about three feet high, and the troops slept undisturbed that night. The following 
morning an attack was thought not improbable from some quarter, and one-third of the men were kept 
on duty at the breastwork. At 10 o’clock a. m. the working parties were fired upon, and immediately 
afterwards a dashing attack was made on three sides of the camp. The Indians advanced boldly and 
fired with great rapidity, but not with precision. At one time they set fire to the high grass and 
palmetto on the windward side of the camp, and made a bold dash under cover of the smoke, which, 
mingled with flame, came rolling towards the breastwork like a heavy sea. The fire was coolly extin- 
guished, and the audacity of the assailants punished by Louisiana riflemen, The fight lasted till a few 
minutes past 12. o’clock m., when the enemy withdrew. Their numbers were estimated by those 
considered the best judges at fifteen hundred. The troops having the advantage of the slight breastwork 
before mentioned, lost this day only one sergeant killed and thirty-four officers and men wounded. Among 
the latter was General Gaines himself. The loss of the enemy was considerable, the troops firing with 
a coolness and precision that would do honor to veterans. Nor should the 29th of February be passed 
Without bestowing a word of praise on the marked gallantry of these red assailants, who fought (many 
an old Indian fighter present said) ‘as Indians never fought before.” 

As the Indians had crossed the river, a runner was sent that night to General Clinch, informing him of 
the occurrences of the morning. In concluding this letter General Gaines said: “I have abstained, and shall 
abstain from a sortie, till I hear from you, in expectation that this course will tend to keep them together, 
whilst a sortie might contribute to disperse them. I am now satisfied that a direct movement to this 
place is more desirable than to cross the river higher up, as I suggested in my letter of yesterday. I am 
moreover of opinion that, if mounted men can be obtained in a few days, your force should not move from 
Fort Drane without that description of troops.” The Indians move with too much celerity to be pursued 
in that country, with any chance of success, by any other than mounted men. The following day (March 
1) there was light skirmishing, and occasional shots were fired at those who passed out of camp. 

On the morning of the second of March an attack was made nearly as vigorous as that of the 29th, 
and was kept up for one hour; but the troops, having raised the breastwork, sustained little loss. It was 
possible that General Clinch might arrive this afternoon, and many of the men, who were getting hungry, 
began to look eagerly for his appearance; though, when they were told that if he should be detained by 
the non-arrival of the mounted men it might yet be some days before they received a supply of provisions, 
in which case they must be content to dine on horse meat until they could do better, I do not think there 
was a man but declared his willingness to do so as long as there was a prospect of bringing the war to 
a successful termination by so doing. All the corn in camp was turned in as common stock, and afforded 
about a pint per man; and afterwards some horses were killed and the meat regularly issued. The 3d, 
4th, and 5th of March did not produce any incidents greatly differing from thuse of the preceding days. 
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The Indians were frequently firing into the camp by night as well as by day, generally selecting the hour 
of guard-mounting or parade, when the men were most exposed. Our sharp-shooters, however, kept them 
at long shots, and their bullets whistled through the camp without doing much execution. On these 
occasions, as usual, the woods rung with the animating war-cry. During this time the troops lost but 
one man killed and two wounded. 

At 10 o’clock p.m. on the 5th, some one was heard hailing the camp. It was at first supposed to 
be a return express from Fort Drane, who was thus giving notice of his approach lest he should be fired 
on by the sentinels He was told to advance. In a few moments a negro called out at the top of his 
voice, “the Indians are tired of fighting and wish to come in to-morrow to shake hands.” He was told 
that if they had anything to say they might come in the morning with a white flag, and they would be 
heard; whereupon he retired, bidding us a hearty “good night.” At 10 o’clock a.m. on the 6th, 300 
warriors, or thereabouts, drew up in line facing the rear of the camp at the distance of 450 or 500 yards. 
After some delay and apparent hesitation on their part, two or three advanced about half way with a 
white flag. Here they were met by Adjutant Barrow, to whom they communicated their desire to have 
a talk with General Gaines Captain Hitcheock, acting inspector general, was then sent to hear what 
they had to say. He returned and reported that the Indians did not wish to fight any more, but that 
they were desirous that the troops should withdraw from the Withlacoochee. They said they had lost a 
great many warriors, and were unwilling to lose any more except in the course of nature, or perchance 
by the fall of a forest tree. The celebrated Oceola was much dejected, and apparently subdued in spirit. 
Captain Hitehcock was directed to return and tell them that a large foree would soon be in the field, and 
the inevitable consequence of their refusing to come to terms would be the destruction of a great portion 
of the nation. They expressed a desire to treat with-General Gaines, and said they would hold a council 
on the subject and give their answer in the afternoon, They returned at the appointed time, and again 
expressed their desire to make peace with General Gaines, but said their act could not be binding without 
the sanction of Micanopy, the principal chief, who had gone to his town, ‘They said they would send for 
him and then sign a treaty. Captain Hitcheock then communicated to them what he had been instructed 
to say, viz: that General Gaines had no authority to treat with them; but that if they would return to 
the south side of the Withlacoochee, and remain there without molesting the inhabitants of the country, 
until the United States commissioners should appoint a time and place to meet them, they should not for 
the present be disturbed. The chiefs present gave their promise to do so. At this moment General 
Clinch’s advance came in sight of the party that had accompanied the chiefs, and not knowing what was 
passing at the camp, wheeled into line and poured a volley upon the Indians, who immediately fled and 
crossed the river, as did the chiefs who were with Captain IL, fearing no doubt they would be shot down. 
This broke up the conference 

The brigade with Clinch were met with heartfelt greetings. He brought the greater part of the 
garrison from Fort Drane, and a squadron of mounted men, raised in the counties immediately north of 
Fort Drane, and with them all the supplies his slender means of transportation would allow, together 
with forty head of beef cattle. From this time up to the 9th of March the Indians remained true to their 
promise to abstain from hostilities, our men having frequently during these days fished and bathed in the 
river without molestation. Micanopy, however, did not arrive, and General Gaines decided this day (see 
Order No. 7) to place the troops under the command of General Clinch, whose gallantry and decision 
had proved him so worthy of the trust, and prepared to return immediately to New Orleans in pursuance 
of the instructions he had received at Pensacola. 

On the 10th General Clinch took up the line of march for Fort Drane; that night a negro, who had a 
wife among the hostile Indians, and among whom he had been sent on the 8th, returned and reported that 
they assured him of their intention to adhere to their promises, and told him they would meet the whites 
on the Withlacoochee in five days, and bring with them all the principal chiefs. They said they had seen 
our men fishing, but desiring to be at peace did not fire on them. 

The troops encamped about three miles south of Fort Drane; thither General Gaines proceeded, and 
soon after set out on his return to New Orleans, by the way of Tallahassee and Pensacola. At New 
Orleans he received the instructions from the War Department relative to this frontier, and immediately 
proceeded to Fort Jesup. 

This is a rough sketch, but you may rely on the facts, and you are at liberty to make use of the letter, 
if you think proper, for the information of the public. 

With constant regard, I am your most obedient servant, 
GEO. A. McCALL, Acting Assistant Adjutant General. 


No. 5. 
[From the Army and Navy Chronicle of September 29, 1836.] 
General Gaines and the Semincle campaign. 


We have received a letter from Captain G. A. McCall, aide-de-camp to General Gaines, requesting us 
to insert in the Chronicle the letter from him to a friend, which appeared in the New Orleans Bulletin, and 
furnishing a few additional paragraphs by way of a postcript. 

3y reference to the Chronicle of the 11th ultimo, it will be seen that the first part of this request had 
been anticipated. We have, therefore, only to comply with the other portion by publishing the following 


POSTSCRIPT. 


Although the promptness with which General Gaines repaired to Florida has been very generally 
commended, and his determination to strike boldly at the enemy whilst the season was favorable for 
rapid movements has been approved, the very pertinent question has lately often been asked, ‘ Why did 
he remain idle for several days on the Withlacoochee while the Indians were within striking distance; 
why did he not make a sortie?” To this question the answer is plain. He did not wish, by a premature 
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move, (the effect of which would have been comparatively unimportant,) to frustrate the ulterior object of 
the campaign—the complete subjection and removal of the Indians. 

There were numbers at Fort Izard on the 29th of February who would have sprung like the young 
war horse to head a sortie or lead a charge against the Mickasukee and the Seminole, but the general was 
convinced that a sortie at that time would be productive of consequences that would retard the successful 
termination of the campaign by dispersing the Indians, and possibly driving them into a part of the 
country inaccessible to the troops, namely, the Everglades. 

One decisive victory over the Mickasukee and Seminole tribes would perhaps have resulted in their 
complete overthrow. But any one acquainted with the country, and the Indian mode of fighting, knows 
that this would have been the work of several days. In an engagement between well-disciplined troops, 
who will stand to it, and take hard knocks upon hard knocks until one or other of the parties is fairly beat 
down, a splendid and decisive victory may be achieved in a few hours; but an engagement with these 
Indians, to result in permanent advantages, it was well known, must be a succession of running fights 
from hammock to swamp, and must be kept up for days. The troops at Fort Izard had neither ammuni- 
tion nor provisions for perhaps a ten days’ pursuit, and a sortie would have been worse than useless, had 
it not been rigorously and uninterruptedly prosecuted to a successful termination. 

As has already been stated, General Gaines received at Fort King a supply barely sufficient to carry 
him to Tampa. But as soon as it was ascertained that the united Mickasukee and Seminole tribes were in 
full force in the vicinity, he informed General Clinch of the fact, and requested a further supply, stating 
his belief that, by a combined movement of the two forces, the war might be terminated in ten days. 

Having despatched this letter, General Gaines resolved to do nothing that would tend to disperse the 
Indians, but quietly to await Clinch’s arrival, and then make a sortie that would carry him several days’ 
march into the fastnesses of the enemy’s country, where it was believed the women and children were 
secreted; for he was satisfied that the complete subjugation of the savages could be accomplished only 
by a decisive victory, followed by the capture of the women and children. In the meantime, the Indians 
were wasting their ammunition without doing material injury. They were almost constantly at it, and 
fired at least one hundred shots to our one, the men at the breastworks having positive orders not to fire a 
single shot without good aim at a distant object within fair striking distance. 

These are the reasons a sortie was not made during the time the brigade remained on the bank of the 
Withlacoochee waiting Clinech’s arrival. But before General Clinch arrived the Indians sued for peace, and 
promised to remain quiet until the United States commissioners should appoint a time and place to treat 
with them; and General Gaines, having promised that they should not be disturbed if they remained quiet 
on the south side of the river until they heard from the commissioners, felt bound to observe towards them 
the same strict regard to his word that he would have observed to the most powerful people on earth. 
The Indians complied strictly with their promises; for although the troops were afterwards encamped at 
different points within five or six miles of Fort Drane, the Indians never fired a rifle until they found accu- 
mulated forces in hostile array advancing on the Withlacoochee in different directions. 

In conclusion [ will merely remark that the idea of the brigade at Fort Izard having been beleaguered 
and unable either to advance or fall back is ridiculous and without foundation. General Gaines would 
hardly have ordered General Clinch to move down with five hundred men had he considered himself unabie 
to drive the Indians before him with one thousand, 


G. A. M. 





GENERAL ORDER No. 13. 


tied 


IIrapquarrers oF THE Army, Adjutant General’s Office, Washington, March 21, 1837. 
The following order has been received from the War Department, and is published for the information 
of all concerned. 
By order of Major General Macomb. 
R. JONES, Adjutant General. 


War Departvent, Alarch 21, 1837. 

A court of inquiry, of which Major General Macomb is president, convened at the city of Frederick, 
Maryland, on the 28th of November, 1836, pursuant to General Orders Nos. 65 and 68 of that year, for 
the purpose of inquiring and examining into the causes of the failure of the campaigns in Florida against 
the Seminole Indians, under the command of Major General Gaines and of Major General Scott, in 1836; 
and the causes of the delay in opening and prosecuting the campaign in Georgia and Alabama against 
the hostile Creek Indians in 1836, and into every subject connected with the military operations of those 
campaigns; also, to inquire and examine into the unauthorized reports and publications of officers of the 
army. 

The court, after duly examining all the testimony offered in the several cases, pronounced the 
following opinions thereon: 


1. Opinion of the court in reference to the failure of the campaign in Florida, conducted by Major General 
¥ ° 72 
Scott, in 1836. 


“The court finds from a review of the testimony that Major General Scott was ordered, on the 21st 
of January, to take the direction of the Florida war, with full authority to organize a regular and 
volunteer force sufficient in his judgment, with a view to bring the war to a speedy termination; that 
under this order he proceeded to Augusta, Georgia, where he arrived near the last of January, and com- 
menced organizing the service; that he proceeded thence to Milledgeville for the purpose of consulting 
with the governor of Georgia on the subject of the Creek difficulties and in hastening the preparations 
for operations in Florida; that he returned to Augusta on the 6th of February, and arrived at Savannah 
on the 9th, where he was occupied in regulating the supplies and movements of the troops for Florida 
until the 20th; that he arrived at Picolata on the 22d, and was detained there until the 9th of March, 
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awaiting the arrival of troops, both regular and volunteers, also, transportation and supplies, and in 
forwarding the same to Fort Drane and Volusia; his plan of campaign being to move in three divisions 
simultaneously from Fort Drane, Volusia, and Tampa, upon the Withlacoochee, the stronghold of the 
enemy; that on the 9th of March General Scott proceeded to Fort Drane with a small escort with supplies 
for the relief of General Gaines’s forces on the Withlacoochee, and arrived at Fort Drane about the 14th, 
where he was detained until the 25th, to give time for the left wing and the centre of his army to put them- 
selves in position, and also in awaiting the arrival of supplies to enable him to commence operations. 
These supplies were delayed for the want of additional means of transportation momentarily expected 
from Savannah, the few teams already in use being nearly exhausted by the bad state of the roads and 
the constant and heavy labor imposed on them. On the 26th of March General Scott commenced his 
movement from Fort Drane for the Withlacoochee with the right wing of his command, consisting of 
about 1,968 regular and volunteer troops, and with eighteen days’ rations; that he reached Camp Izard, 
on the Withlacoochee, on the morning of the 28th, where the Indians from the opposite bank of the river 
fired into the camp. Preparations being made, the troops commenced crossing the river the next 
morning at 4 o’clock; during the crossing the rear division was attacked, but the enemy was driven. 
On the morning of the 30th the army, having crossed, proceeded up the river in search of the enemy, 
whom they discovered about 10 o’clock in small parties on an island in a chain of lakes; the troops 
advanced to the attack, when the Indians retired and were pursued about four miles, but not overtaken, 
The next morning the Indians were again discovered on another island surrounded by broad and wet 
savannas, and so boggy that it was with difficulty the troops could struggle through them. The Indians 
were attacked, dislodged, and pursued three or four miles, when they eluded the pursuit by crossing the 
river. In this pursuit the troops became several times engaged, but the enemy was always dislodged 
and driven from the hammocks. Finding it impossible to pursue the enemy across the river, and being 
twenty-four hours without provisions, the troops returned to their baggage train and encamped. On the 
Ist of April the troops proceeded on the march, and established a post of observation, called Fort Cooper, 
at the southeastern extremity of a chain of lakes, leaving there a part of the force with seventeen days’ 
provisions and reserving only enough subsistence to carry the remainder to Tampa Bay, where they 
arrived on the 5th of April, after a fatiguing and difficult march, making the road the whole distance. 
The loss of the troops in the several rencontres was four killed and nine wounded. 

“The left wing, under General Eustis, after scouring the country between St. Augustine and Velusia, 
via Tomoca, commenced crossing the St. John’s at Volusia on the 22d of March, when it was attacked by 
the enemy, who was repelled at all points, and retreated to his fastnesses after a loss on the part of the 
troops of three killed and nine wounded. One Indian was found dead and evidences of four others being 
thrown into the river. On the 24th a subaltern’s command of mounted men fell in with a party of twelve 
or fifteen Indians and killed two. On the 25th the left wing, consisting of four companies of United 
States artillery, Colonel Goodwyn’s mounted regiment, Colonel Brisbane’s regiment of foot, and Elmore’s 
volunteers, concentrated, and on the 26th commenced the march for Pelaklikaha by the upper crossing of 
the Ocklawaha, with 1,400 men and thirteen days’ rations, leaving at Volusia two of Brisbane’s companies. 
The route being difficult the troops made only seven miles by the evening of the 27th, and were obliged 
to build bridges over the Ocklawaha, the Withlacoochee, and one intermediate stream. On the 29th, alter 
crossing the Ocklawaha, an Indian of note, Ayah Hajah, was killed by Colonel Shelton, who was wounded. 
On the 30th the advance was attacked at Oakahumpky swamp and three men killed; the hammocks were 
scoured and the Indians discovered and driven into a swamp inaccessible to the troops, one of whom was 
wounded, The enemy retreated whenever the troops approached to within 200 yards. On reaching 
Pelaklikaha the villages were found to have been abandoned, perhaps for several weeks; cattle and 
ponies were abundant in the neighborhood; the houses and fences were burned by the troops. It being 
impossible to obtain provisions from Fort King, and the horses being too much exhausted to draw 
provisions from Volusia, and General Scott having crossed the Withlacoochee south on the 28th with the 
right wing, the left wing moved on the main road from Fort King to Tampa, where the horse of that 
wing arrived on the oth of April, leaving the foot at a position fifteen miles from that place. 

“The centre under Colonel Lindsay, consisting of from 1,000 to 1,200 men, organized at Tampa 
about the 13th of March. Large fires being discovered in the direction of the Alafia, the battalion of 
Florida volunteers was sent in that direction, where they surprised a party of Indians, killing three and 
sapturing six ponies. On the 15th, the centre moved upon the Hillsborough, on the main read to Fort 
King, and on the 20th established a post called Fort Alabama, with a view of bringing supplies near to 
the scene of hostilities in the direction of the Withlacoochee, leaving there the Florida battalion under 
Major Reed, the remainder of the troops marching back to Fort Brooke, (Tampa,) where a despatch was 
received from General Scott, giving the plan of the campaign, and requiring the centre to be at Chicku- 
chatty by the 25th to co-operate. On the 22d the march was commenced, the battalion at Fort Alabama 
was taken up, leaving at that post one company and thirty sick. ‘The route lay through a hilly country 
abounding in hammocks. After passing Elochuto, the Indians, taking advantage of their coverts, began 
to annoy the rear and flanks of the column: a flanker was killed and another wounded, whilst passing a 
dense hammock. The hammock was scoured, and the Indians driven out. During the night, at the 
encampment, parties of the troops were fired on by the Indians from a hammock contiguous to a pond 
which furnished water for the troops. The Indiaus were dispersed by a round of canister. On the 27th, 
the Indians still continuing their annoying attacks, always firing from ambush, one of our men was killed 
and two wounded. The column halted at noon, when an attack was made upon the rear, but, upon a 
brisk return of the fire, the Indians disappeared. On the 28th, when encamped at Fort Brodnax, near 
the Chickuchatty, the Indians commenced a fire on the horses, and the party guarding them. A detach- 
ment was sent out, which drove the enemy without loss to the troops. On the 30th, provisions being 
scarce, two parties of mounted men were sent in pursuit of cattle, covered by a force of two hundred and 
fifty men; they brought in a supply sufficient for four days. During that day the friendiy Indians attached 
to the command killed a chief called Charley Fixico, a leader of about eighty-five men. That night the 
sentinels were fired upon occasionally, and also on the 31st, but without injury. On the same day an 
attempt was made to procure more beef. Being sixty miles from the depot, with barely enough provisions 
to reachit, without any prospect of being able to keep the field, for the purpose of co-operation, and having 
obtained no response to the signals made for eight days in succession, Colonel Lindsay deemed it advisable 
to return to Tampa, where he arrived on the night of the 4th of April. In the interval between the 
departure from and return to Fort Alabama, that post was attacked by a force of between three and 
four hundred Indians, which resulted in a loss on the part of the troops, after an action of two hours and 
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twenty minutes, of one killed and two wounded; the supposed loss of the enemy was fifteen killed. The 
enemy continued to lie around the work in considerable force, both day and night, until the return of the 
centre column. 

“The several columns which arrived at Tampa about the 5th of April, remained at that place until the 
14th, for the purpose of recruiting the men and horses, which had become much exhausted from the heat 
of the weather, and the fatiguing and difficult marches. The army was here divided into five detachments. 
Colonel Smith, with the Louisiana volunteers was detached to Charlotte harbor and up Pease creek, 
accompanied by a naval force, when, after operating some days up the country, and discovering no 
Indians, he returned to Tampa, and thence to New Orleans, where the volunteers were discharged. 

“The Florida volunteers, under Major Read, were sent to the mouth of the Withlacoochee, to operate 
up that river. The object of this expedition was not effected, and the troops were conveyed to St. Mark’s 
and Tallahassee, where they were discharged. 

“The right wing, under General Clinch, consisting of 278 artillery, 43 dismounted dragoons, 202 
infantry, 1389 Augusta volunteers, and 140 mounted men, marched for Fort Drane, via Fort Cooper, on the 
Withlacoochee, making short marches in consequence of the heat of the weather and the debilitated 
condition of the horses. On the 18th (three miles from Fort Cooper) General Clinch despatched two 
companies with ight wagons, with instructions to Major Cooper to join him. The detachment was fired 
upon froma hammock, and one lieutenant and a private severely wounded. The enemy fled. Fort Cooper 
had been invested from the 5th to the 17th of April, with a loss of one killed and five wounded: the force 
of the enemy estimated at 250. On the 22d one,of the flankers was fired on from a hammock; when 
prompt pursuit was made, but without effect, the Indians retiring through a thick undergrowth. The 
troops reached Fort Drane on the 25th, the men and horses much exhausted by sickness and the heat of 
the weather. Another day’s march would have occasioned the abandoning of the train. Fifteen horses 
and mules died on the road, and eight were turned out that could not be got along by leading. The term 
of service of the volunteers having expired they returned to their homes. On the 20th the enemy made 
an attack on Fort Drane, but were repulsed by the garrison; they carried off some negroes and horses. 

“The left wing, accompanied by General Scott, moved, via Pelaklikaha and the upper crossing of the 
Ocklawaha, for Volusia, On the night of the 22d of April, the camp was fired upon by a party of six or 
eight Indians. They were pursued at daylight without any result. On the 24th a party of the enemy 
was met, but with no other result than the capture of their horses and packs, the enemy escaping into 
the hammocks. <A body of the left wing reached Volusia on the 25th. All the volunteers of the left 
wing marched under Colonel Goodwyn for St. Augustine on the 28th, via Tomoca. The regulars were left 
to garrison Volusia and superintend the evacuation of the post, which had become very sickly. 

“The centre column, under Colonel Lindsay, moved for the forks of the Withlacoochee. Passing 
over the Hillsborough, a wagoner was killed by the Indians, and on that night the Alabama regiment 
was fired on and a sentinel wounded. The remainder of the march was effected without annoyance from 
the enemy. No signs of Indians were discovered on the Withlacoochee. Being encumbered with the 
sick, the troops returned to Fort Alabama. The wagon train was insufficient for the removal of the sick 
alone to Tampa, and the absorption of the post of Fort Alabama was necessarily deferred until the army 
could return with its transportation from Tampa, relieved from the encumbrance of the sick. The march 
to Tampa was uninterrupted by the enemy, and, after resting a day and a half, Colonel Chisholm, with 
the Alabama regiment and four companies of infantry and twenty artillery, returned to remove all the 
public property and stores from Fort Alabama, The troops reached Fort Alabama, and on their return 
march were attacked, about three o’clock in the afternoon of the 27th, as the advance guard was preparing 
to cross Thlonotosassa creek, the Indians firing from a dense covert on the front and both flanks of the 
column, The fire was vigorously returned by the troops, and after twelve or thirteen rounds from a field- 
piece, Colonel Foster, at the head of the infantry, charged into the hammock, attacked and drove the 
Indians, estimated at three hundred, and thus put an end to the conflict, which had been kept up for an 
hour, resulting ina loss on the part of the troops of five killed and twenty-four wounded. The troops 
reached Tampa the next day, and the volunteers returned to their homes, the rainy season having set in 
and the weather so hot as to render it impossible to keep the field without a great sacrifice of life. 

“The strength of the enemy during the campaign is estimated by General Scott not to exceed 1,200 
fighting men; and he is of opinion that not more than 500 had at any time, since the commencement of 
hostilities, been brought within the same ten miles square, and that in all his operations for thirty days, 
no party larger than 130 had been found, but that parties from 10 to 30 had been encountered almost 
everywhere. 

“After the return of the troops from Tampa to their several positions, General Scott deemed it 
necessary, in consequence of the extreme heat of the weather and the sickness of the troops, to put them 
into summer quarters, which was approved by the Secretary of War, in a letter of the 5th of May from 
the adjutant general, and thus closed the campaign. 

“The court, after a full consideration of the foregoing facts and the testimony from which they are 
drawn, comes to the following opinion: 

“The court, after a careful review of the great mass of testimony taken in the foregoing investiga- 
tion, finds that Major General Scott was amply clothed with authority to create the means of prosecuting 
the Seminole war to a successful issue, but is of opinion that at the time he was invested with the com- 
mand the season was too far advanced for him to collect, appoint, and put in motion his forces until a 
day too late to compass the object. It appears that after using great diligence and energy, he was not in 
a condition to take the field and enter the enemy’s strongholds before the 28th of March, and then without 
sufficient means for transporting the necessary supplies to enable him to remain there long enough to 
seek out the scattered forces of thé enemy. 

“The court, therefore, ascribe the failure of the campaign to the want of time to operate, the insalu- 
brity of the climate after the middle of April, the impervious swamps and hammccks that abound in the 
country occupied by the enemy, affording him cover and retreat at every step, an absence of all knowledge 
by the general or any part of his forces of the topography of the country, together with the difficulty of 
obtaining in time the means of transporting supplies for the army. 

“The court is further of opinion, from the testimony of many officers of rank and intelligence who 
served in the campaign, that Major General Scott was zealous and indefatigable in the discharge of his 
duties, and that his plan of campaign was well devised, and prosecuted with energy, steadiness, and 
ability.” 
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2. Opinion of the court in reference to the delay in opening and again the campaign in Georgia and 
labama, against the hostile Creek Indians, in 183¢ 


“The court finds, from a careful review of the testimony, the following facts: That under instruc- 
tions from the War Department of the 16th May, General Scott arrived at Augusta, from Florida, on 
the 25th May, on his way to take the direction of the Creek campaign, having, previously to leaving 
Florida, ordered essential stores from Picolata, St. Augustine, Charleston, and Savannah to Hawkinsville, 
on the Ockmulgee, within seventy-five miles of Fort Mitchell; and had also ordered 250,000 complete 
rations from New Orleans to the highest navigable point on the Chattahoochee; that he despatched ten 
wagons with subsistence from Augusta, on the 28th May, for Columbus, and appointed an agent and sent 
him to Hawkinsville to hasten on supplies and purchase subsistence; that he proceeded himself to Colum- 
bus, where he arrived on the 30th May, and directed the Georgia volunteers already assembled there, 
about 1,500, to be mustered into service and distributed over a line of forty miles on the river above and 
below Columbus to prevent the escape of the Indians towards Florida, and also the employment of two 
armed steamers cruising up and down the river for the same purpose; that on the Ist of June he ordered 
General Jesup to Montgomery to take command of the Alabama troops and to operate up the country from 
a point below Irwinton; that he was engaged in organizing the Georgia militia and collecting supplies 
and arms up to the 23d June; that on the 12th June there had arrived at Columbus 3,300 Georgia 
volunteers, but not more than one-third were armeds that General Moore arrived at Irwinton about the 
14th June, with 750 mounted Alabamians, with a view of commencing operations forthwith, but that he 
vas instructed by General Scott to await his arrival in that quarter; that General Jesup, unexpectedly 
to General Scott, arrived about the 17th June in the neighborhood of Fort Mitehell, with the Alabama 
forces from Tuskegee, calling on General Scott for supplies, which had not then arrived from New Orleans; 
that on the night of the 20th of June 1,000 muskets arrived, and were distributed to the Georgia volun- 
teers on the 2Ist June, who were immediately ordered to the mouth of Cowaggee creek, on the Chatta- 
hoochee, below the enemy; that companies of the regular troops commenced arriving on the 14th and to 
the 20th, when two battalions were marched down the river. The first detachment of marines arrived on 
the 23d, and marched immediately below; the last detachment of marines arrived some days after. 

“That General Scott left Columbus on the 23d to commence operations below, and was actively engaged 
from that time until the 6th of July, when he was recalled from his command by the instructions of the 
President of the 28th of June, and that he turned over the command to General Jesup on the 8th of July. 

“The court, after a full consideration of the foregoing facts, and of the testimony from which they 
are drawn, comes to the following opinion : 

“Upon a careful examination of the abundant testimony taken in the foregoing case, the court is of 
opinion that no delay which it was practicable to have avoided was made by Major General Scott in 
opening the campaign against the Creek Indians. On the contrary, it appears that he took the earliest 
measures to provide arms, munitions, and provisions for his forces, who were found almost wholly destitute; 
and as soon as arms could be put into the hands of the volunteers, they were, in succession, detached and 
placed in positions to prevent the enemy from retiring upon Florida, and whence they could move against 
the main body of the enemy, as soon as equipped for cage operations. 

“From the testimony of the governor of Georgia, of Major General Sanford, commander of the 
Georgia volunte ers, and many other witnesses of hich ri ank and standing, who were acquainted with the 
topography of the country, and the position and strength of the enemy, the court is of opinion that the 
plan of campaign adopted by Major General Scott was well calculated to lead to successful results, and 
that it was prosecuted by him, as far as practicable, with zeal and ability, until recalled from the command.” 
3. Opinion of the court in reference to the failure of the campaign in Florida, conducted by Major General 

Gaines, in 1836. 


“The court took up the testimony in reference to the campaign in Florida under Major General Gaines, 
and, after a careful examination, finds that Major General Gaines, on receiving at Mobile, about January 
17, 1836, information of the massacre of Major Dade and his command by the Seminole Indians in Florida, 
repaired with promptness to the city of New Orleans, where he, with great zeal, organized a force of 
recular and volunteer troops, amounting to about 1,100 men, and proceeded without delay to Tampa Bay, 
where he arrived about the 10th of February, and after making preparations for the field marched on the 
Fort King road on the 13th, and reached Dade’s battle ground on the 20th, where he buried the meritorious 
dead with the honors of war. He then proceeded for Fort King, where he arrived on the 22d. After 
drawing nine or ten days’ supply of subsistence from Fort Drane, and rece iving a small supply of ammu- 
nition, he marched on the Withlaeoochee, where he arrived on the 27th, and encountered the same day 
the enemy across the river, in a sharp conflict of half an hour, when the troops withdrew for the night, 
after a loss of one killed and six wounded. On the morning of the 28th the troops marched down the river 
to a point two and a half miles below, where it was understood the crossing was practicable. Tere the 
advance of the army was fired upon from across the river, and an action ensued which continued until twelve 
or one o’elock, in which Lieutenant Izard was mortally wounded. The army here encamped that afternoon, 
and an express was despatched by Major General Gaines to General Clinch, or the officer commanding 
at Fort Drane, the troops in the meantime throwing up a slight breastwork of logs. On the morning 
of the 29th, at 9 or 10 o’clock, the enemy, in force estimated at about 1,000 or 1,500 men, made an attack 
on three sides of the fortified camp, which was continued for two hours, when he withdrew, leaving one 
of his dead on the field. On this day another despatch was sent by Major General Gaines to Fort Drane. 
From the 2d to the 5th of March the enemy made more or less spirited attacks upon the camp, in which 
several conflicts the loss on the part of our troops amounted to some three killed and about 40 wounded. 

“On the night of the 5th of March a proposition was made from the woods, by the enemy, for peace. 
On next day a strong party of Indians appeared within five or six hundred yards of the camp; a few of whom 
advanced with a flag to within one hundred and fifty to two hundred yards, and Adjutant Barrow, of the 
volunteers, was sent out to confer with them, when they informed him they did not wish to fight any more, 
but wanted General Gaines to go away; upon which information General Gaines sent out Captain Hitch- 
cock, who was accompanied by two or three officers, to hold a further conference with them. The Indians 
repeated to him their proposition for peace, and stated they had lost a great many of their men. Before 
the conference was finally closed, the advance of the troops under General Clinch came up, and com- 











1837. ] MILITARY COURTS OF INQUIRY. 465 





menced a fire upon the Indians standing in the rear, when they and the chiefs in council fled, and covered 
themselves in the hammocks, and were no more heard of up to the 10th of March, when the army (the 
command of which had been turned over by Major General Gaines to General Clinch the day preceding) 
fell back upon Fort Drane, where it arrived on the 11th. 

“The court, after carefully reviewing and collating the testimony of Captains Iitchcock and McCall, 
Colonel Twige's, General Smith, and others, in reference to the operations and peculiar situation of the 
army at Camp Izard, finds it difficult to come to a conclusion as to the real causes of the failure of the 
campaign, It appears, although the army was surrounded and repeatedly assailed by the enemy in its 
fortified position from the 29th of February to the 5th of March, and straitened in the means of subsistence, 
that, however important to the chivalry and reputation of the troops, no sally was made to test the result 
of such a movement, which it is possible might have issued in the defeat and subjection of the enemy, and 
have brought the war to a close. But the court, however, judging from subsequent events in prosecuting 
the war under other commanders, and the indomitable spirit of hostility evinced by the enemy, is of opinion 
that had a sortie been made by Major General Gaines, though he might have been able to beat and drive 
the enemy into the surrounding hammocks and swamps, they would have eluded pursuit and retired to 
their more remote fastuesses. But, if such had been the result of a sortic, Major General Gaines had not 
the means of subsistence to have enabled him to remain long enough in er about the cove of the Withla- 
coochee to seck out the enemy and press the war to a successful conclusion. Still, the court, without impugn- 
ing the motives that influenced Major General Gaines, 1s of opinion that a sortie, under all the circumstances 
of the case, should have been made. 

“The court, therefore, in taking a full and impartial view of all the circumstances appertaining to 
the operations of Major General Gaines at Camp Izard, is of opinion that the failure of the campaign 
should rather be attributed to the want of the means of subsistence to prosecute the war, than to the 
contingent result of a sortie. 

“The attention of the court was next called to a consideration of the publication of Major General 
Gaines’s official report of the 4th of July, 1886, to the adjutant general, in the public prints. The fact 
of its publication in the ‘New Orleans Bulletin’ of the 27th of September is admitted by Major General 
Gaines (as will appear in the proceedings of the court) as authorized by him, and without any authority 
but his own action. The court is not aware that its publication in the public journals as late as the 29th 
of September is in violation of any rule or regulation of the service ; but is of opinion that all publica- 
tions in the public prints tending to excite public opinion, or to produce recriminations between officers, 
are prejudicial to the interests of the public service and injurious to the discipline of the army. The 
publication of the official report of Major General Gaines, of the 4th of July, to the adjutant general, is 
considered by the court as falling under publications of this description, by its personal allusions, 

“The court cannot close its proceedings without adverting to the strain of invective and vitupera- 
tion used by Major General Gaines, in the language generally of his summary of the evidence touching 
the operations of the Seminole campaign; particularly the part of it couched in the following terms : 
‘the atrocious machinations of the second United States general officer who has ever dared to aid and assist the 
open enemy of the republic in their operations against United States forces employed in the protection of the 
frontier people. The first great offender was Major General Benedict Arnold; the second, as your finding 
will show, is Major General Winfield Scott?  Assertions without facts or circumstances to sustain them, 
and unbecoming his (Major General Gaines’s) high rank and station—remarks and assertions which the 
court condemiis in the most decided terms of reprehension. 

“The court, in continuation, feels itself compelled to notice the censure in the official letters of Major 
General Scott (spread upon the record of these proceedings) cast upon Major General Gaines, in reference 
to his operations in Florida; and in a tone of language that could not be otherwise than offensive to the 
latter general ; and in terms, the court is of opinion, not called for under the circumstances of the case, 
and ought not to have been indulged in.” 


4. Opinion of the courtin reference to unauthorized reports and publications of officers of the army. 


“The court took into consideration a communication from Captain Hitchcock, of the 11th of March, 
1836, to the honorable Mr. Lyon, of Alabama, published in ‘The Globe’ of the 2d of April, 1836, detailing 
the operations of Major General Gaines in lis campaign against the Seminole Indians in Florida, in 1836, 
and finds that its publicity was made with the approbation of Major General Gaines, and does not violate 
any regulation or rule of service ; that it appears to be a narrative of facts assumed by the writer, 
without any comments or reflections injurious to the public service ; and the court cannot, therefore, see 
that there is any necessity for further investigation into the subject. 

“The judge advocate laid before the court a number of ‘The Globe’ of the 8th of April, 1836, 
containing a publication purporting to be from the pen of Major General Jesup, commenting on the letter 
of Captain Hitchcock of the 11th of March ; also, a letter of the 2d of June, addressed by Captain 
Hitchcock to the editors of ‘The Globe, and published in that paper of the 4th of June, in reply to the 
publication having the signature of Major General Jesup. In viewing the contents of the letter of 
Captain Hitchcock of the 2d cf June, it purports to be a justification of the premises assumed in his’ 
letter to Mr. Lyon of the 11th of March, and contains nothing contrary to the regulations of the army. 

“The court was called to consider a publication made by Captain McCall, addressed to the editor 
of the New Orleans ‘Bulletin,’ under date of the 18th of May, 1856, and published in the ‘Army 
and Navy Chronicle’ of the 11th ef August, 1836 ; also, a postscript or notes to said letter published in 
the ‘Army and Navy Chronicle’ of the 29th of September, 1836. The purport of the letter and postscript 
is a detail or narrative of the campaign of Major General Gaines against the Seminole Indians in Florida, 
in 1836. But as the publications were made more than a month after the campaign was closed, the army 
regulations were not violated thereby.” 


The proceedings and opinions in the foregoing cases have been submitted to the President, and are 
approved. 
The court of inquiry is dissolved. 
J. R. POINSETT, Secretary of War. 
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25rn Conxeress. | No. 739. [Isr Session. 


ESTIMATES OF APPROPRIATIONS FOR SUPPRESSING TIOSTILITIES OF THE SEMINOLE 
INDIANS IN FLORIDA, AND FOR THE REMOVAL OF THE RAFT IN RED RIVER. 


COMMUNICATED TO THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES SEPTEMBER 18, 1837. 


War Department, September 15, 1887. 


Sir: The Seminole Indians having a second time failed to comply with their engagements, this 
department has been compelled to make extensive preparations for a vigorous prosecution of the war in 
Florida. The success of the measures adopted by the government, in pursuance of a humane policy 
towards the Indians, and our duty to protect the persons and property of the citizens of that territory 
from outrage and violence, leave us no alternative other than the enforcement of the treaty; and an effort 
is being made to enable the officers charged with its execution eflectually to accomplish this object. The 
nature of the country and of the climate has enabled the enemy to prolong this contest to an unexpected 
length; but the experience of the officers who, with so much constancy and courage, have hitherto 
conducted the military operations there, the knowledge of the country they have acquired, and the means 
which will be placed at their disposal, all give reasonable hopes of bringing the war to a speedy and 
successful close. 

The disastrous consequences of an unsuecessful summer campaign involved the country in great 
expenses, that were much increased during the protracted negotiations which terminated so unfortunately, 
by the Indians again violating their treaty obligations. During this period vessels were kept in 
readiness at great cost. and other means provided to facilitate the emigration of the Indians, while the 
ordinary expenses of the war establishment were necessarily continued. These unavoidable expenses, 
with those incurred by the preparations now making to collect a sufficient force and ample supplies for 
the ensuing campaign, have exhausted the means placed at the disposition of this departnent for the 
suppression of Indian hostilities, and will render further legislative provision necessary. 

There will be required for the suppression of Indian hostilities, under the following heads, the sum of 
$1,588,848 22, to wit: 

For forage, means of transportation, and various other objects of supply, to be procured by 
the Quartermaster’s department, and to meet the contingent expenses of the service... $800, 000 00 


For pay of volunteer foree that will be employed in Florida................ Mimi. eee 
For clothing and equipage to be provided by the Purchasing department............ seuss 198,848 23 
For supplies to be furnished by the Ordnance department................ ‘Mees. ee ee 
Eee See re eer eee er eee ere tT Tee eT 'MVitwithe. ——— oe 





1, 588, 848 22 








With a view to an economical prosecution of the important work now in progress on the Red river, 
the removal of the raft, it is respectfully suggested that the sum of $25,000 be appropriated at the present 
time. This amount, it is confidently believed, if applied now, will enable the department to complete that 
object: whereas if the works be suspended for want of funds until the usual period of making the annual 
appropriations, much precious time will be lost, and great additional expense incurred. 


Very respectfully, your most obedient servant, 
J. R. POINSETT. 


Hon. C. C. Campretenc, Chairman of Committee of Ways and Means, &c. 


25rH_Conaress. ] No. 740. [1st Srsston. 


REPORT OF A BOARD OF OFFICERS ON IMPROVEMENTS IN FIRE-ARMS BY HALL, COLT, 
COCHRAN, HACKETT, FISHER, AND LEAVITT, AS COMPARED WITH THE UNITED 
STATES MUSKET AND RIFLE, AND THEIR RELATIVE QUALITIES AND EFFICIENCY, 
AND THE COST OF MANUFACTURING EACH ARM. 


COMMUNICATED TO THE SENATE SEPTEMBER 19, 1837. 


War Department, September 19, 1837. 

Sir: I have the honor to transmit the report of a board of officers appointed in conformity with a 
resolution of the Senate of the 2Ist of January, 1837, requiring “an examination to be made by a board 
of officers into the improvements in fire-arms made by Hall, Cochran, Colt, and the Baron Hackett,” &c. 

Very respectfully, your most obedient servant, 

J. R. POINSETT. 
Hon. R. M. Jonnson, President of the Senate. 
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Report of the board of officers appointed to examine the improvements in fire-arms made by Hall and others. 


The board of officers appointed by the following “orders,” in conformity with a resolution of the 
Senate, to inquire into and report upon the improvements in fire-arms made by Hall, Cochran, Colt, and 
the Baron Hackett, and to show the advantages of each in all important military points of view, have the 
honor to report that the results of the various experiments to which the board have subjected the arms 
named in the resolution, and which have not failed to establish a decided opinion with regard to their 
merits and demerits as weapons to be applied to the armament of troops for service in the field, are here- 
with presented in tabular form, as required by the aforesaid resolution. 

From these tables the following results have been obtained, being the most favorable view in either 
case. 

In preparing this report the board has felt constrained to follow the order prescribed in the resolution, 
which has, of necessity, involved some repetitions. 


GENERAL ORDERS No, 2. 


ApsuTant GeNERAL’s Orrice, Washington, February 3, 1837. 
J. The Secretary of War ad interim has received the following resolution from the Senate of the 
United States: 


Resolved, That the Secretary of War be requested to cause an examination to be made by a board 
of officers into the improvements in fire-arms made by Hall, Cochran, Colt, and the Baron Hackett; and 
that the general results be presented to the Senate in tabular statements, showing the advantages of each 
in all military points of view, and especially as to— 


1. The celerity of fire. 

2. The extent of the recoil. 

3. The efliciency of the fire. 

4, The inconvenience of heated barrel in rapid firing. 

5. The capacity of being used as a rifle. 

6. The simplicity and cheapness of construction. 

7. Durability. 

8. Saving of ammunition and appendages. 

9. The number of charges which may be carried by an infantry soldier. 
10. The advantages when used against a charge of cavalry. 
11. The advantages when used by cavalry. 


II. In conformity with the provisions of the foregoing resolution, the Secretary directs that a board, 
to be composed of the following officers: Brevet Brigadier General J. R Fenwick, colonel 4th artillery; 
Brevet Brigadier General N. Towson, paymaster general ; Colonel G. Croghan, inspector general; Brevet 
Lieutenant Colonel Worth, ordnance; Lieutenant Colonel Wainwright, marines; Lieutenant Colonel Talcott, 
ordnance; and Captain B. Huger, ordnance, be assembled at the Washington arsenal on Monday the 20th 
February instant, at 11 o'clock, for the purpose of making a thorough examination of the improvements 
in fire-arms made by Hall, Colt, Cochran, and the Baron Hackett, in the manner and mode specified in the 
resolution. 

II. The board will report the general results, for the information of the Secretary of War, in tabular 
form, showing the utility of each fire-arm in all important military points of view, as required by the 
resolution; and will also report such further information on the subject as they may be able to com- 
municate, with their opinion on the relative advantages of the several improvements submitted to their 
examination, 

First Lieutenant J. N. Macomb, of the artillery, and aide-de-camp, will record the proceedings of the 
board. 

By order. 

R. JONES, Adjutant General. 


SPECIAL ORDER No. 10. 


Apsutant Generat’s Orrice, Washington, February 20, 1837. 
The Secretary of War directs that First Lieutenant R. Anderson, instructor of artillery at the 
Military Academy, be detailed to serve as a member of the board ordered to convene at Washington 
arsenal for the purpose of testing the value of the improvements of certain fire-arms, in conformity with 
General Order No, 2, of February 8. It is not intended that this assignment shall interfere with his 
duties at the academy whenever his services may be required there. 


By order. 
R. JONES, Adjutant General. 


SPECIAL ORDER No. 35. 
[Extract. ] 


Apgutant Genera’s Orrice, Washington, May 15, 1837. 


II. Lieutenant Colonel Talcott, of the ordnance, is relieved from serving as a member of the board 
of which Brigadier General Fenwick is president, and directed to convene, by General Order No. 2, for 
the examination of certain fire-arms; and Brevet Major Baker is detailed as a member of said board, and 
will accordingly repair to West Point on the 15th of June next, and report to the president. 


By order. , . 
ys Aik ue 8 | R. JONES, Adjutant General. 


Ares 
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I, THE CELERITY OF FIRE. 
The tables give the following results in loading and firing: 


1. With the musket. 


No. l. Hackett’s ..... eee ey ee Pe ee ae ees see acnss .....- 5 times a minute. 
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Hackett’s and Hall's muskets load at the breech, with single charges, but are constructed upon differ- 
ent principles. 

The United States standard musket loads at the muzzle. 

Colt’s and Cochran’s load at the breech, with many-chambered shifting receivers. 

The fire with Hackett’s, Hall's, and the United States standard was continuous, and at equal intervals. 

Colt’s and Cochran’s require from 2! to 2°10" to load one receiver, (with the advantage, too, of con- 
venient ground, ) and from 25” to 80” to discharge it. 

In the experiment to determine comparative celerity, the parties having been placed upon the ground, 
with each a target, were required to deliver the greatest practicable number of fires in a given time, com- 
bining ecelerity and accuracy; Hackett’s, Hall's, and the United States musket being supplied with 
cartridges, Colt’s and Cochran's with loose ammunition, all unloaded, and were required to commence 
loading at the word “fire.” 

The board adopted this mode in order to place the respective weapons upon an equality, and in such 
circumstances as would ordinarily occur, in regard to fire, in actual service. 


Il, THE EXTENT OF RECOIL. 


As the arms of Hall, Hackett, Colt, and Cochran are all loaded at the breech, they allow the use of a 
ball of greater diameter than the chase of the barrel, which causes it to slug or fit perfectly tight, thus 
destroying all windage or escape of the explosive force, and consequently requiring a diminished charge 
of powder to produce results equal to those acquired with inereased charges in the gun of the ordinary 
kind; consequently, the recoil is less than that of a gun of the same calibre loaded at the muzzle, in 
which an allowance of windage is indispensable to the introduction of its charge. The recoil is not suf- 
ficient in any of them to produce any great inconvenience in service, and may be assumed as being about 
equal in either kind of arms that load at the breech. 


III. THE EFFICIENCY OF FIRE. 


From the experiments made, it appears that, for guns of the large calibre, the penetration (in the 
same target) of those arms loading at the breech, provided they have the correct charge of powder, is 
greater than those loading at the muzzle. This effect results from the fact stated in the preceding num- 
ber, viz: the ball fitting exactly, there remains no windage; consequently the whole force of the charge 
acts on the ball, and produces a greater penetration. 

The fellowing statement shows these results: 


Experiments made at West Point on the 19th of June, 1837.-—Target of well seasoned white oak. 
1 get © 














Musket. Charge of Distance Penetration. Penetration into a package of 1,000 sheets of cartridge 

powder. | from target. paper. 
Grains. Feet. Lnches. 

United States...... 1354 10 2.3 770 sheets No, 2, and 653 sheets No. 1. 

Mckee Kaew Kaos 110 10 2.175 3886 sheets No. 2, 80 grains charge. 

SO ee 13 10 2.640 481 No. 2, 80 grains; 717 No. 1, 100 grains. 

ae 110 10 2.750 

Rare ea Ss ewes 100 10 3° 

COCHTON'S . 0.55.2. 80 10 1.650 








The chambers of Cochran’s musket were not capable of containing over 80 grains of powder each. 
Note.—It will be observed, in the case of Coll’s weapon, that a charge of 134 grains gave 2.64 inches 
See Sele, hehe eee hes ate stooge 
penctration; 110 grains gave 2.75 inches penetration; 100 grains gave 3 inches penetration; which is 
accounted fur by the admitted fact that over charges give diminished velocities. 


IV. INCONVENIENCE FROM HEATED BARRELS. 
Guns that receive their charges at the breech have been found to acquire a less degree of heat from 


a continuous course of discharges than the common arm, from the circumstance of their admitting, during 
the loading process, a free circulation of air through the barrels. 
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The temperature of the interior of the several barrels was determined by the introduction of a 
thermometer, that indicated a very uniform degree immediately after firing for a given period. In the 
experiment alluded to the time was 10’, 


V. CAPACITY OF BEING USED AS A RIFLE. 


In constrained positions, such as are not uncommon to light troops, the experiments with Hall’s 
rifles, at Fort Monroe, in 1826, when in the hands of troops, fully prove that this arm is admirably 
adapted to this service and that of mounted corps, in consequence of the convenience in loading and 
facility of discharging when on horseback. 

The many-chambered arms, on the contrary, 1 requiring a variety of appendages to aid in charging 
them, and the application of considerable manual foree in placing the charge in the cylinders, cannot be 
Joaded either in constrained positions or on horseback without inconvenience; and it is consequently 
believed that Hall’s rifle and Hackett’s gun are the only descriptions of arms loading at the breech that 
can be considered as suitable for the service of light troops, either on foot or mounted, These remarks 
might not be applicable to the many-chambered guns, could it be supposed that they would at all times 
be supplied with a number of loaded cylinders, [receivers,] but this is not to be admitted as being prac- 
ticable at all times and in all situations. 


VI. THE SIMPLICITY AND CHEAPNESS OF CONSTRUCTION, 


The attainment of simplicity in the construction of fire-arms is unquestionably of the first importance, 
in order that those who are to use them may readily comprehend their principles and utility. In the 
examination of Hall’s guns nothing appears complicated; on tie contrary, one of their greatest merits 
consists in the simplicity of their component parts and the absence of the various appendages [equip- 
ments} which are attendant upon, and indispensable to, the use and service of the arms of Colt and 
Cochran, 

The same may be said of the gun of Baron Hackett, which, in general, possesses many of the features 
of utility which characterize the arms of Hall, and which is one of the most important conditions that 
has governed the construction and decided the character of this description of arms. In this character 
its utility for military purposes mainly and essentially consists. An arm which is complicated in its 
mechanism and arrangement deranges and perplexes the soldier in its management, requires more than 
common attention to its care and preservation, and if, perchance, it fail in its operation, which its com- 
plexity of construction would necessarily occasion, he loses all confidence in its powers of execution. 

The guns of Hall, and apparently of Hackett, presenting in their construction this desired simplicity, 
are more easily managed, present less accountability to the soldier, are less liable to get out of order, 
and when they are so are more easily repaired. 

The reports of the master armorers, who have been instructed to prepare careful estimates of the 
cost of each description of arms, are appended to this general report.—(See report of Mr. Hall, marked A.) 





VII, DURABILITY. 


The means of testing the durability of the several descriptions of arms is not within the control of 
the board. It can only be determined by requiring the inventors to undertake a fatiguing course of 
firings, greater than some of them could endure, or by placing the arms in the hands of troops and having 
them exposed to all the incidents and trials of active service. 

The experiments with Hall’s gun in 1826 gave results satisfactory with regard to its character for 
resisting the effects of long firings, and there can be no doubt that the durability of all descriptions of 
arms will depend greatly upon simplicity and consequent strength of construction. 


VIII. SAVING OF AMMUNITION AND APPENDAGES. 


A reference to the tabular statements will show that all guns that load at the breech require less 
powder to produce the same results than guns loading in the ordinary manner. 

This peculiarity is accounted for under No. z, “ efficiency of fire,” and need not be repeated here. 

In the common musket 144 grains of powder constitute the charge for service, inclusive of about 
ten grains used as priming. 

Colt’s musket, fired with a charge of 100 grains, (being primed with a percussion cap,) gave proof 
of equal, and even superior, power of penetration; whence it was determined that that quantity of powder 
was fully sufficient for the charge of his muskets for service. 

The construction of Cochran’s musket limited its charge to 80 grains of powder, which was insuffi- 
cient to impart to his arm a power equal to that possessed by the United States musket with its service 
charge, or by Colt’s musket with a charge of 100 grains; but the reduction of the charge of the latter 
down to the maximum of Cochran’s gave evidence of the possession of equal power by either arm. 

These experiments being directed to the attainment of facts in regard to the proper charges to be 
used in the new description of arms, and likewise with a view to test their relative powers, were con- 
clusive in their results, and prove that in muskets of the same calibre the saving of powder would be, 
in favor of those that load at the breech, as 100 is to 144; in the one case percussion caps are used, 
and in the other flints—the expense being probably in favor of the use of the latter; and, secondly, that 
(the same principle operating in che different arms of Hall, Hackett, Colt, and Cochran) the same charge 
would produce the same degree of velocity or penetration. 

The inventors of Colt’s and Cochran’s muskets propose that each soldier should at all times have 
about his person five receivers. Supposing one of these receivers constantly attached to, forming part 
of, and entering into the weight of the gun, there remain four, weighing— 

12 lbs. 
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Cochran’s, (when increased to hold 100 grains,) each 8 pounds 12 ounces, or the four..... 15 Ibs. 
llb. 14 oz. 
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to supply 35 rounds of ammunition. The same number of rounds of ammunition as five receivers would 
contain, carried in the ordinary manner, weigh 2 pounds 12 ounces—the increase in the one case being 
11 pounds 2 ounces, and in the other 14 pounds 2 ounces, of a substance inconvenient in form and 
disposition, to the burden of the soldier, ever of necessity too great. 

To load the many-chambered guns several implements of a novel and inconvenient form are reqaired, 
the nse and accountability of which would be extremely difficult and oppressive, besides adding still 
more to the great weight of the appendages already noticed. 

In the common musket, and in Hall’s and Hackett’s, these equipments are not required. 


IX. THE NUMBER OF CHARGES WHICH MAY BE CARRIED BY AN INFANTRY SOLDIER. 


A reference to the remarks under No. 8 will exhibit the relative weight of 35 rounds of ammunition 
for the standard musket and Colt’s and Cochran’s muskets, by which it will be seen that it would be 
utterly impracticable for a soldier to carry the very great weight of metal required to contain only a 
limited number of cartridges. 

This is one of the important objections which render the many-chambered arms, in the opinion of the 
board, altogether unsuited to the wants and exigencies of the service. 

The arms of Hall and Hackett, on the contrary, can carry a number of charges always equal to, and 
rather exceeding, that carried by infantry soldiers in the established cartridge-boxes. 


X. THE ADVANTAGES WHEN USED AGAINST A CHARGE OF CAVALRY. 


In sustaining an attack from cavalry, arms have an advantage in proportion to their capability of 
keeping up a continuous fire, preserving at the same time their position of defence with the bayonet; the 
muskets of Hall and Hackett possess this advantage in an eminent degree, being, even during the process 
of loading, in readiness for personal defence. 

This is not the case with the many-chambered guns, in consequence of the necessity that exists for 
disconnecting their parts for the purpose of charging them, 


XI. THE ADVANTAGES WHEN USED BY CAVALRY. 


The advantage is believed to be altogether in favor of arms that load at the breech and with receivers 
that contain only one charge; such arms being conveniently handled and loaded on horseback, are pecu- 
liarly adapted to the cavalry service; and the ball being larger than the diameter of the barrel, it is not 
changed from its position in the receiver by the movement of the horse. 

The many-chambered arms, for reasons stated under the fifth head of this report, are deemed inap- 


plicable to the service of cavalry. 
GENERAL REMARKS. 


The various arms under consideration, which nave been submitted to the examination and expcri- 
ments of the board, constitute two classes, viz: 

The first class comprises the guns of Hall and Hackett, being arms that load at the breech with 
single charges. 

The second class are “ many-chambered,” or repeating guns of Colt and Cochran, the breech of which 
is formed of cylindrical receivers that revolve upon a pivot, and in which are chambers to contain a num- 
ber of charges which are brought successively in a line with the same barrel. 

The first class may be divided into two varieties: 

First. Hackett’s gun, the breech of which, opening, uncovers the bottom of the bore, into which the 
charge is inserted in the form of a cartridge—the powder remaining in its paper envelope. 

Second. Hall’s gun, the receiver of which being raised by means of a spring, receives its charge in 
its upper end, and may be loaded either by means of a flask or with a prepared cartridge. 

The second class also embraces two varieties: the receiver, which contains the chambers for the 
an arbre perpendicular to the axis of the bore; while Colt’s 


charges in Cochran’s, revolves horizontally on 
direction to Cochran’s, revolves upon an arbre parallel to 


receiver, having its chambers in the opposite 
this axis. 

As all these arms load at the breech, the advantages of this method are, of course, common to all, 
viz: that the bail used may be of a diameter so great as to destroy all windage, and thus cause a greater 
range, more exactness of fire, and, in consequence of less powder being required by the absence of wind- 
age, diminished recoil. 

In the first class we may add, to the advantages common to all, that they can be loaded with great 
facility; and that, for the use of light troops or skirmishers, this property might be frequently useful and 
important. 

In the first variety (Hackett’s) the charge is inserted in a cartridge, the powder remaining in its 
envelope, the remains of which, with the residue of the burnt powder, adhere after several fires to the 
chamber, rendering it difficult to insert the cartridges, and highly probable that the retention of fire by 
this mass of the burnt envelopes, might cause explosions on the introduction of a new charge. 

In the second variety (Hall’s) this inconvenience does not exist, as the powder may be first inserted 
and surmounted by the ball. 

Another inconvenience common to guns loading at the breech is, that the deposit of burnt matter 
which escapes through the joints renders them stiff and difficult to manage. 

The guns of the second class have the same disadvantages as to wear and escape of gas, greatly 
increased by their complication and the danger of explosion of more than one charge at a time. 
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Of all the arms submitted to the board, that of Cochran is deemed the most unsafe for military pur- 
poses, when snbjected to rapid discharges with cylinders [receivers] fully loaded. 

The slightest defect in the metal of the receiver would render it highly dangerous both to the bearer 
and to others in contiguous positions; and that such defects would frequentiy exist will not be doubted 
by mechanics whose experience every day convinces them of the many circumstances that serve to prevent 
a perfect union of parts in similar constructions; and even admitting original perfection in this important 
limb, it is nevertheless liable, from the cflects of constant and severe service, to receive fractures or other 
injuries sufficient to destroy its character for safety, and render it more dangerous to the ranks it is 
intended to support and defend than to those of the enemy. 

One accident of the kind that occurred in our practice of the 19th of June {vide tabular statements) 
would alone not only impair the confidence of the troops in the ability and power of their arms, but, what 
might be fatal to the reputation of those armed with them, would infuse into their minds such a degree of 
dread and apprehension of their dangerous qualities as to render them an unpopular, and consequently 
almost powerless, weapon of war. 

This objection, founded upon an occurrence which our experimenst elicited, is deemed conclusive as 
regards the inaptitude of this arm to the public service; and it is believed that the possession of one 
quality that detracts from ihe general merits of an arm, so as to impair the confidence of the soldier in its 
safety and power, would be fatal to its reputation and consequent utility. 

However ingenious in design, therefore, and creditable to the mechanical skill of the inventor; this 
arm may be, the board is of opinion that it is an unsafe weapon, and unsuited to the use of bodies of men 
acting in line or in masses. 

It is the opinion of the board that the arm of Colt, involving all the merits, and free from some of the 
objections to the former, may be very usefully applied in special cases; as, in fixed positions in defence 
of a breach; to cover boarders; in tops of ships; or for personal attack or defence; in a word, under any 
circumstances where the operation is of a special and brief character, and it be desirable to throw a mass 
of fire upon a particular point for a limited time. In such or similar situations the entire strength of this 
arm might be so controlled and managed as to render it fully available and highly efficient, while its cum- 
bersome and yet necessary appendages and the massive burden of its parts would condemn it as wholly 
unsuited to the wants and exigencies of the service in the field. 

The board is of the unanimous opinion that, from its complicated character, its liability to accidents 
(one having occurred in practice on the 21st of June) in the hands of soldiers, and other reasons which 
may be found in this report, that this arm is entirely unsuited to the general purposes of the service. 

That the arm of Hackett is one of great merit, possessing in general the qualities of the standard 
musket, over which it has the advantage of simplicity in construction and manoeuvre, and rapidity and 
certainty of fire, is fully admitted by the board; but it is exposed to the serious objection of a dangerous 
and doubtful arrangement of its ammunition in respect to packing and transportation, and in not admit- 
ting of being loaded with loose powder and ball, the necessity of which often results from the casualties 
of service; and in using only a charge of a peculiar make, to which is attached a percussion primer, 
dangerous when in connexion with large quantities of ammunition. 

As it is highly probable that the objections to this arm may be overcome, and as the weapon has 
attracted the serious attention and consideration of other and highly military nations, with a view to 
possess ourselves of the knowledge and use of a weapon which it may hereafter be necessary to oppose 
to those who shall adopt it, the board is unanimously of opinion that a number, say 100 stands, should be 
procured of the inventor and proprietor, and placed in the hands of a selected company or corps, by the 
direction of the Secretary of War, in order to a thorough course of experiments, to embrace all the inci- 
dents of campaign service, both in respect to the weapon and its ammunition. 

From the report of the master armorers it appears that the standard musket is not susceptible of 
alteration so as to apply to it the principles of Hackett’s gun; and such is the opinion of the board. 

The arms now in use in the United States service, it is assumed, possess the power of being used 
in skilful hands with all requisife celerity and effect. 

The experiments just finished teach conclusively that up to 40 rounds of fire, in reference to the 
usual characters and incidents of service, they have the advantage in several respects and equality in 
others to those with many chambers. 

It is seriously doubted by experienced soldiers whether the celerity attainable with our own arms, or 
with a weapon, which in being loaded requires to be removed from its firing position, is not carried as far 
as is consistent with steadiness, coolness, and that self-possession so very necessary and so difficult of 
inculcation. It is the opinion of the board that a larger proportion of fire from rapidly repeating guns 
would be thrown away than from those that receive.but one charge at a time. 

In the instances of the arms under consideration, it is believed that even if there be anything gained 
by their peculiarities over the common musket and Hall’s guns in point of celerity of discharging, such 
advantage has been acquired at too great a sacrifice of important and indispensable principles; that in 
the desire to reach perfection in the construction of the arms, the convenience, pnysical power, and safety of 
those who are to use them, have been wholly overlooked; and that their liability to be found out of a state 
of preparation for defence would detract greatly from their character for efficiency. 

The board is confirmed in the opinion that the arm of Hall is entitled to all the favorable consideration 
which has heretofore been bestowed upon it by previously constituted boards and commissions, 

That the arm requires some modification in its construction, and especially in its equipments, the 
board is fully convinced; and, with such improvements as are doubtless attainable, the board is of opinion 
that as an arm for military purposes, it possesses a decided superiority over every other constructed upon 
the principle of loading at the breech. 

The gun of Hackett, with many admirable qualities, is as yet a comparatively untried improvement; 
but Hall’s gun, having successfully undergone the trials of service and the examination and thorough 
inspection of several competent commissioners, has again exhibited to this board powers and excellencies 
(capable, doubtless, of augmentation) far superior, in the opinion of the board, to those possessed by any 
other arm which has been subjected to its examination. 

The application of the percussion primer to arms for the use of troops has not yet been made with 
success. They may, with improved means of attaching them to the nipple or cone, be used by light troops 
in extended order; but the difficulty of placing an object so small as the cap, during the excitement of 
action, in excessively cold weather, and in dark nights, has prevented this improvement in fire-arms (for 
sporting purposes) from being generally adopted in any service. 
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These many-chambered guns use the percussion cap. 


receiver. 





W. 
.D. WAINWRIGHT, Lieutenant Colonel Marine Corps. 


R 


From 7 to 9 would have to be placed upon each 
The liability of these caps, on explosion, to annoy and maim the contiguous men was fully 
illustrated by the experiments. . 

Finally, it is the unanimous opinion of the undersigned that the standard arms now in use in the 
service of the United States, regular and militia, viz: United States musket and rifle, and Hall’s musket, 
rifle, and carbine, with such improvement in construction as the latter are susceptible of, combined, in a 
higher degree, all the requisite convenience, durability, simplicity, and effect, than any that have been 
suggested for the general armament. 

All which is respectfully submitted. 
JOHN R. FENWICK, Brigadier General, President of the Board. 
N. TOWSON, Brigadier General. 
J. WORTH, Lieutenant Colonel. 


R. S. BAKER, Major United States Army. 
BENJ. HUGER, Captain of Ordnance. 
ROBERT ANDERSON, Ist Liewlenant 8d Artillery. 


J. N. Macomp, Ist Lieutenant 4th Artillery, Secretary of the Board. 





| 





























Charge. Celerity of fire. | Efficiency of fire. | Casualties. 
a . [a — | | | 
| Mean penetration. | 
| | | 
a q Pe F 
a . | Ge = i 
= we | 3S ee | | 
Date. a : = = | i sc | | | Remarks. 
S : a : = =a | = o 2 i 
z 3 ; ei. -is|¢ S2ig} | | 
= © > a= or tp rs) | <M Lo = | | | 
FA 3 & 3 = = = i i ce | | 
a é S = S = S > | @ Fs; 8s | 
s = ‘ © 5 5 a % | § SSfis5 |.]s8 
< : “ = 5 = > a Et Ss cei 2 | et se 4 
p ieisi & 2 i3s,& : ris : sigiai| 
& = = iS a z = ee < | « Z Zia | & | 
oak ie a ‘eas | aa ee (ina Sea 
1837. | \ 
Feb. 27 134 jee, aa eee 50 10 ae pel Wes dickeseseisoucien ciel wees aie seen! seeaes) 
Mar. 1| 134 fy Reece Senet Be POUR: Sis cichdaniebia taxavuss | 3.00 |... j es Ree ee 
2! 134 SD eek ae : sg ee eee nance aa ; iniistixae seeks | 
| | } 
134 "ie, Rees, ane. 200 | 10 am | 0.55 een Meee: Sere ee 
| | 
RMN Bok ccccsleciiashs “A eee ee en reer nae an ENE 
134 ee ee ees BOO) GNMAO “Livcwwenslsdeasawe le SSesebw 0.00 F |.ee+e+| One ball imbedded. 
7| 134 AS Widessentesee send 56 | 48 19 | 2.53 ; Sy ea } 1 
8 134 b dees 23° 20’ |..... S Ae ee ; on een ears |seeeee) In a rain; the time 
| counted from com- 
| mencing to load. 
10 134 1 3 ; 9 L) Usswesabolesasetes 250 | *1.15 | of ball.;........ ‘| paeeleaee * Mean penetration of 
| | buck shot 0.41, 
134 1 So kecexsex 80 9 3!) SO) Lo wpeeeenceseneee OrMall,|scsoves| 38 | 1 | 1 | 16 buck shot out of 27 
| hit target. 
134 Lj cweeeslevceesse 400 B \vvsesceelsesecnsel sce ae ao saei OF Dall), | sswieeses 1 j.seeee ire Splintered edgeof target. 
14/ 134 Dy foe en 400 10 Ua fae a ee be Sewanee GTWallc | sxinccvelsesewe|: “29 Ioeeees 
Junel9 134 1 rem Openers ES 2 eae Nerney 5 irae 2.00 | of ball.)......../seeees piven enor At West Point, N. Y. 
134 “LE Teabags Peter PBR EB. Hacoebeelaswceems uae sens ssenseaelecws aD) ‘Iocweanlsosses iene 
21 134 i; Tishieelsseaeber 100 2 10 Doe: Aséepacknisen Aheasluans ands lawerdens 19 OD aisenae Temperature 226 Fah- 
| | 
| | renheit. 
134 ‘Bie i eee 180 | 23 10 PES? ioe Sep ee dc aatoinel ose smiwsisateeee 5 | Benes 
131 CP Ubereeclscsasnes 13} l : sp) Asteweeee BSS! | .eeeuae eeenaul Seseecds sa 
134 Dal kscest nesses 33 fe dicwaconieeensuee rene mene 2 30 ‘ fore 
125 La es Serre 3} EN caesicanl ene pseaeatenceeee DIGO: Wises ass istsnin . ; plese 
ee es eee Se a Spears ere ON 1 ecOrn Ne, PERS men Sener 
ee oe ee eee xe iat | t 
United States rifle, Harper’s Ferry. 
Feb.27 92 Up Re eee 508 of a ee een | ee Ome 
! 
92 ee es Sas: 100 10 ‘ seanect WIE cwcouselsess pekaies phen |Saeawsel sees 
Mar. 1 92 5 Steen eeeerorcs 50 Bo tcsencrsclio wassed Menkans ie 2 ae Bee seis pal eceswet 
2 92 TAs eee : 150 10 er ee eases MUMGD fees Speen denwene Saas 
Sk BL eee ears ER ere eee Senin a eee one aan Seen nee , oe 
6 92 1 Pens loskeenen 9 2 es “|, ue Bee sees re RS ee ~ ne as 
92 Ge any Peary 300 BO! ducceessadowssancnlasen ey se peselewes basa lone secede cor, ae | Balls rebounded; mean 
| | indentation 0.200. 
June 19 92 i Res eens BE PRO! teeweeess lence ee ee soos, 0 seealeneRee ls veel eeeees| 
21 PE ae ae Bee le ener arerere, ae patie SRD linontastlvavisvodbeavsatidarstciaed 
92 "Lae FERS (eae a 13} 1 ieee ewe sens am 500 &, spo a esistslthobaiests 
| | ! 











1837.] 





IMPROVEMENTS IN FIRE-ARMS. 473 





Hall’s musket, (percussion lock. ) 
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Cochran’s small rifle. 
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Cochran’s carbine. 
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Cochrans musket. 


Charge. | Celerity of fire. Efficiency of fire. Casualties. 


Mean penetration. 
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80 1 Bo tence cucalcspeeaba nub Sen ebcamnealouanenns ROA. jicupeel ewes es eseees With patches. 
80 L. jebeews sonnes 3} i 
21 80 RP We aa 180 30 10° 0 oe” jseaseis O20 660% | wees eee eoesiee i ‘| 2 |.eece.) 122° Fahrenheit, tem- 
| perature of barrel after 


firing. 


Mar. 1 BOM Pr Asalseweke| sense is 50 Siiikpunseso lekaaeeeelsnameesl MIGOO “icuscutuslesen seen toe Be ees Crea Rifle powder. 


w 
e 
qr 
’ 
en 


ots B Vewsea exes seus 200 i bese seeslobossues lovee seas] Ose iene ae) dea ees covece!secee-|secees| One ball imbedded. 
6 36 ee 9 EN OTR ET Perey Pie Oy oe OST | esiee cess] oces vees| seeee sosiees | saceee 
7 36 Ry kano lows eesien 56 109 | 39° 0 2.79 Diss lies weve leone ssenissaesenw| 205 4 .seee. Commenced with cylin- 
ders empty to count 
| the time. 


14 36 A iekasbelovse nace ince pieeee 8 2 0 1.0 pee eae | sees Kies lowe AY ery. seb oi] teeeselecsnss| OO tO Tre Clght tines, 
1/ 30” to load. 


June 19 134 l > ae teehee BES 90 lassewsesisns Pere? re ‘ 2.64 e os ol eeesee|sesees|soenee 
| 110 at ane Peres 31] 4 > ‘ BIS. Insp : separ skaces' seeks 
| 80 i Aleveua tanpaeene 133 S lpseuanen eer eee ove ° 481 cece ccccve|secces 


26 10° O 2.6 sorccccsisccccccslcccces eleces coves D4. sopuites «se.| Temp. 120° Fahrenheit. 








ebeuer | Two discharges at atime 


June 21 100 ye eee TOUS ea ie | ed J er Dn Ere ~ 2 
| in each volley. 
100 St Carey ere ees 33] 1 soeeiee sof “258 1,6 ee ee A ee era 
| 


June 21 100 > Jegceablecanibese 100 33 | 10° 0 3.3 ET. NON EE SNe D0 senna clesaess 


80 Li a cedieech Grae 133 Ll Siseeuseslsesecsemel ooo [cree nese Bie | .ckebaes ewanelesoessizeanes 
72 Lo isceeets SRE. 3} DTG nccocsclosesepesisenseeeed EeO) sseobeeslivusess. Ieenunw leanne oacaae 











Feb. 27 | 73 | te ine Ge GEL. send catincadiebs GE: dinvasecdascnal omens — 
Ee De RR PORE Bis csi csapecnAiaeskens! UD lnnasiemnndavacnntel eeseve ebanslepnsedl 
4 2 te eee sities NA DE: Lcannsichecessitdl ppvdbint WUE lnckcsedlvsisiesl aieulnciansanns 

it a oe ebbinnint SE EPR Loctaserctinacmuse Lesiiwhin ONO: Lesccciestenncineslocaseciseneargenss 

6]. “% TE ers (ae sig A, grees eee eer saes| MOCRR ~ |svictnwaellesecakwslaewaeh| ison sel seoter 
| 7 1 Are See Eire Srnec Teoma, (eT! Roane pbektuak 2a oer | An indentation of 0.300 


inches. 
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Baron Hackett’s gun, (musket calibre. )—Continued. 






























| | 
Charge. | Celerity of fire. | Efficiency of fire. Casualties. | 
| | Mean penetration. 
| pre es : 
| | © © 
| | . : a) ee 
\ | > = a = —] 
| | | | 5 x e | fe | Be 
Date. } || = a 1 te = 5 a6 Remarks. 
Ss | | =s | 3 ; E = = ae ee : 
| n | | 3 = @ Pr ce bo = o 2 S 9 2 
= | S ie = = 5 ia 3 tS “2 5 = } 
} = | aie ae z ee 2 ~ |43)382'2 
; F = = = = “2 S = ae = Be 
; 2 j 3 Se lh, oes 2 na e a & Es as S 
| 5 | n ~ | g By S + Ep a = = fe ca ° nm | 
; : ae eS i 2 % £ S a Gs of os z& Ss } 
| S = B = a = = = + Lh : : & cS tI 
oe = 3 = aa 5 & = > ms } 3 = f= S | 
i) a = <2] | = az me 4 < = Zz a Z. wa + 
1837. | | | 
Mar. 7 | 73 | a eee sds eeae] 56 99 39’ 30 35 (eb Dede Seed CbCelbeeensaetooa, accel Ge BE  iseanas 59 discharges were made 
| in 15’. Cartridge in- 
| | | serted too far 13 times 
| | | | during the firing. 
= coe if | : re oe 
i Sl © leas [tenes Oo) i ae ek ttnalin: oe detects ees Peer Ones Fired in a rain. 
a] 73 ; 1 sate ROOD} eSOY (450%) S85 | 325 es leatees all eeatetaaonl aecectca| oe BI pisces 
oO 6M) 3 | rccccoes| 9 1 ceccesestevecvees| 3.96 DOO) |'sievesisine|veisiacwsiac te! wales | wiseina|eemecss Buck shot; mean pene- 
} | } | 
| | | H | tration, 0.700. 
B85 | LT [essces|scecces.| 200 DO. | Sveavers o6ia 6:010e | 016 So:cwee| seine since} cecleisnes| vise secs D. ‘few-sacleeence Ball rebounded. 
ee ee ee ee ee Dil pecncaesilnsa tesealnsesees| veseeeasttssccacceenneeal  L) “lescskey ees ...| Indentation, 0.200. 
| 144 1 |eseessleveesee.| 400 1 Ree eees eeant MORON | eceetacwiat Neswlans Uae oped rorece 
1 93 ile peti bee 80 Bey PGI BEOOe ec eaicoactecateaccbess ree ere eee > eal Ce Ten buck shot of eigh 
| | ! 
| | teen struck the target. 
at WS © teh ee Pe eS eee rr rn rrr eren rerenrn meenen pereret etre 
j | 
PP Sy Gewesincivocsesen|, -O00r | AO. 2) 5: 1 ACB? | Sececes|scccseslesoeisonslence sce Dl seeeeei cones 
| ' 
Leavitl’s carbine. 
en | = 
| - 
Mar. 1 50 E ivewewmlesen cect 50 D. [coimrceles| wewtawenttcewecces|| “Gea ledvemianehaseewaws © ‘beeweselevaeee 
| 
50 1 cece|ccce cons 100 i) Stidige] Seles ieleael weeeeeeel) cae leitocwacial cavaicsect aseveelarews elecceee 
a 50 b isciivlewccaieel 300 ee Site alae MONO Lsivalenaesicet DS. fwneks A veer 
| 50 LUivececetcosatce eet, 00 Sat vesaieecs Buaieeai| wcwacess|avOuliatiornacccdtscwcscck 4: |aaacejalonnesel 
' | 





Mar. 8 50 aati oicreeaa a cel meccd acio sececejeeceee| In the rain. 


West Pornt, June 24, 1837. 


Sir: Having attended as carefully as is practicable to the duties enjoined upon me in the order of 


the board over which you preside, dated 19th of the present month, I, with due deference, submit the 
following statements. 
Very respectfully, I am, sir, your obedient servant, 
JOHN H. WALL. 


General J. R. Fenwick. 





In estimating the cost of construction of the different arms presented to us, it is necessary to consider 
the number to be made annually, and the ertent of the works for manufacturing them in, because the 
expense of fabrication will be much affected by each of these circumstances. It would be less when 
many arms are made in the same period of time than when but few; a workman can do more, in the 
same time, when continuing upon the same kind of job, than when obliged to change often from one 
kind of work to another, as would be the case when making but few arms in a year. 

There is a class of expenses incurred in a manufactory the amount of which is greatly influenced 
by the extent of manufacturing to which it is adapted; which expenses will be nearly similar, and to the 
same amount, whether much work is performed and many arms are made in each year or but few. Such 
are the expenses arising from the decay of the buildings; of the forebays and the water-wheels, &c.; the 
expenses of direction or superintendence; clerks’ duties; watchmen; laborers to keep the shops in good 
order; to supply the stoves with fuel in cold weather, &c. My estimates have been made on the suppo- 
sition of manufacturing three thousand arms of the same kind in each year. 

The effect on the cost of the different kinds of the arms, which would be produced by making a 
smaller number of them in such an establishment, is exhibited in the paper numbered 4, by adding to the 
direct expenses on different parcels of them, viz: 1,000, 2,000, and 3,000 per year, the amount of the inci- 
dental ones annually incurred. From which it appears that Mr. Colt’s muskets, without a bayonet, might 
be made in any quantities at the rate of 8,000 per year, at $19 03 cach; the fusil Robert, with a bayonet, 
at the rate of $14 36 each: Mr. Cochran’s nusket, at $19 10 each, without a bayonet 
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Erhibit of incidental expenditures, such as would be incurred in an establishment for making three thousand 
arms per year, and their effect on the cost of the arms when made in different parcels annually, viz: 1,000 


per year, 2,000 per year, and 3,000 per year. 


Superintendence or TOA ee he hc sic eidbals wm Seeks wa MAREE R ES OEE eee ERS 
err ets terre ee ere rT eT ete te tte. htt Cee eee eee tte ee rere eee 
NO Frm ACase MEER BERS ES A ca ce Rk NN he ok NS al led Sas AUS Sue calc to'e tala cb pb yess vO Pica dolave Kae roe ool 
ROHIRMISEP ECCS ee Cees ks rcs cosas OES Ee Ee Ree we se CARRERE Re 
ere ee Corer Tr Te rere 

US LEM TO ATL 54.5 9 5 Sr Oe Rage | tN MES a not ae eee ree Red Py re 
I es an gE ie ee eee es OL kee ARES De CRE NEE ADORE 
Ia ad oh a a A a ee Ska ald he ae awa Oe Gee 


Oil and tallow for lubricating water-wheel journals, and those of machines............... 


eo oerwer ee ee ee ee ee eee eee sees eeeeeeereese 


Repairs of buildings, and forebays, and water-wheels, including deterioration of property... - 


Estimated cost of direct expenses in making 1,000 of Mr. Colt’s muskets in one year...... 


;OB 2 BE OSHS O SOR O KR O RB OD HONDO 69D 880 0084S OED OOOOH 


Incidental expenses of one year 
ee ee ee ee RE, CRE CII on bi cave eee e eee s coc c tebw ress es ede ee We Se RUSE’ 


Which is equal to $23 52 for each. 


ee Ce I NS ia dkcend hss bes i ae ese es dee Kawa S eRe Se RWS 

EO EEC Tee TET EET TOT ETT CTT eTerTrTete Tee Te TT 

Pe sbi le Lee ea eee sakes MALDEN CMESKEUNGSDS G2O DANKE RE OE DT OR EOS 
Which is for 1,000, $20,020; equal to $20 02 for each. 

Estimated cost of direct expenses for 3,000 of Mr. Colt’s muskets............... 0.00000 

EE NT POT TTT eT eT TT eT TCT eT TET Tae Tee TT CTT CTT eee 

ee ee SL ican see eAeKe EA ROK SOW KE Keen cee eR wee Oh Ome eee 


Which is for 1,000, $18,853; or $18 85 3-10ths each. 


Direct expenses for fusil Robert for 1,000 in one year..........-.cccccccvcscccsccescess 
ERLE EE SELLE EE CETTE CTT Le LECT OCT OT ETT TE Te ELE e Tee TT TET 


POE eee eT Cee Ste eT Te eee Te eee eer ee eee Teer 


Or $19 03 for each. 


Direct expenses for fusil Robert, made at the rate of 2,000 in one year.................. 
ITE LS RN ELE EE EEE OT SE TT he Pee eee eee Se Tee eee ee eee 


eR Oe ey eee 
Which is for 1,000 of them $15,530, or $15 53 for each. 


Direct expenses for fusil Robert, made at the rate of 3,000 per year...........0..--0 eee: 
Incidental expenses 


e@oeeereee ese eres e oversees eseeesereeeeeesseeseeees eres oe eseeresresesesee 


eT a oe eb... 6 paki 6 CS AE LE SMO S WKS ads kUKRMNEENEE OR RWROES 
Which for 1,000 is $14,303, or $14 364 for each. 


Direct expenses for 1,000 of Mr. Cochran’s muskets in one year.........ccesee eens eeeees 
Incidental expenses 


eeeerereeer es ee eee eeeeeeeeeeeesreoeeereeeeseseeeeeeeeeeeeneseeseseeseseee 


eeoeereseersereeoeereeeeerse eee esee esses eeeeeeeesseeee 


Total expenses for 1,000 in one year.... 


Or $23 77 for each. 


Estimated cost of direct expenses for 2,000 of Mr. Cochran’s muskets, made at that rate per 


ee tT Eee Ce OT Ce eee TET TT TT CT TTT STORET TTT PETE CUTTER Cee Te 
Incidental expenses 


ee Gan Ee hr Ba dL KS e CR Ea RAN eS OR ee ERAT RRN EEE 
Which is for 1,000 $20,270; or $20 27 for each. 


Direct expenses for 3,000 of Mr. Cochran’s muskets made in one year...........e..eeeees 
le CR gis Wick 6k ka 640 KIRTEN WATERERS AKANE HERD EO RERTEREOES 


isos lease ce eehKNRevedese a dubiveescaeneawewees 
Which for 1,000 is $19,1034, or $19 10} each. 


$1, 500 00 
1, 400 00 
800 00 
400 00 

50 00 

600 00 
600 00 
600 @0 
100 00 
950 00 








7,000 00 














16, 520 00 
7, 000 00 
23,520 00 











33, 040 00 
7, 000 00 


40, 040 00 











49,560 00 
7,000 00 
56,560 00 














12, 030 00 
7, 000 00 
19, 030 00 











24, 060 00 
7, 000 00 


31, 060 00 








36, 090 00 
7, 000 00 





43, 090 00 








16, 770 00 
7,000 00 


23,770 00 








33, 540 00 
7, 000 00 


40, 540 00 


50, 310 00 
7, 000 00 


57, 310 00 
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West Pornt, June 24, 1837. 


Sir: Subjoined is a list of the appendages of Mr. Cochran’s musket, and an estimate of the cost of 
making each of their component parts. 

Also, a list of the appendages to Mr. Colt’s musket, and an estimate of expense of making each of 
their component parts, so far as I could examine them separately. Those of the ammunition flask could 
not be separated; they have therefore neither been separately mentioned nor separately estimated. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
JOHN H. HALL. 

General J. R. Fenwick. 














Appendages to Mr. Cochran’s musket. Primer, consisting of the following parts: 
SR ahs bb ehd a cennesTen ceeeeeawhan $0 50 
DI 6 ihc sth sesenn ribs dex sess $1 50 BE SEL fasinates bnnecasewrkebenseeas 20 
SO eee Tere TTT ee TT eres 1 10 NN iii data nites a5 hansbeneuniaad 12 
Bo 40 ere 3 
I Ws 5 Sistine sss sc paeedeees 25 2 circular plates or buttons.............. 20 
I 6 SkNS bk Gaye sdnesrewe cud 25 a er er 14 
I eet Web sraendndes 40 a re 20 
— Bi id, ee 3 
3 90 ON OF Te TIVES «c.g oko ik ck cc ces 4 
ese 2 palls or spring-catches ................ 12 
Appendages to Mr. Colt’s musket. a. svaaiaa uncnpate COLE 3 
Pee eee rs baeee kek ade de baer weeks $0 75 DON CRN os ks ci dice see seseces 6 
SS KeGWNens 56s SG ke KAS KORO S KES 50 — 
Bete EE RTO TO TT CEC TEE Eee 50 1 67 
PP I Ae ahe ak ode des esesneenwes 50 Uniting all the parts........... errr 30 
ar een ck inh NOTRE ARON 10 ae 
RS COP Wis onsen sss ewes snes 50 eT Tee TTT TT err Te Te 1 97 
2 85 
ew Recapitulation of appendages to Mr. Colt’s musket. 
ee eee TT rer errr Tree 2 00 
Aah U Reh ca Vann haneiuEbewades $2 85 
D NTIIN TOI aoc no odin ci sieveeces 3 00 Cartridge-box . ..6.......- reer re se 2 00 
; pooner NN 8655 6OG Geta bares ehaOeseeneawes 3 00 
Lever, consisting of the following parts: Re eas bss.cscuenensccanemewsaren 42 
DR ities orc aab wa aawnee ned $0 6 IN oi Binsin is tgs agen ania ea 1 97 
NN C5 WRaG ice eS Kbs Kk Kas 8 —— 
E WER EIVY TOF CONES. koe cise te cese 12 10 24 
Eg PEER COTE CCT CE TOLER TUTE 8 = 
ee eS ee 8 
0 52 





West Pornt, June 24, 1837. 


Sir: Subjoined I present a list of the appendages to the Hall’s musket, and the cost of each. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
JOHN H. HALL. 


General J. R. Fenwick. 


Appendages to Mr. Hall’s musket. 


1 cartridge-box, for containing either ball or buck-shot cartridges, or both............ceeeeeeees $1 50 
OE OG anc ke ee bic cs cana ececnveseseeceoeee Webew ieee ds cde 9 
8 REN OT ee ee a eee eee ee Tee rer Te Tee Te eee CTT TST Te eT Tee eer ee Te TS 2 25 
ne ee ere eT Teer eT re err Teer Ter eee ee eee re eee pets sees cess 20 

4 04 
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ESTIMATE OF THE COST OF THE DIFFERENT SMALL ARMS SUBMITTED TO THE BOARD FOR THEIR EXAMINATION, 


Estimate of the cost, &c., of the fusil Robert, or Baron Hackett’s gun. 




















No. of Component parts. | Amount. 
parts. 
5 Barrel, with the bayonet, rear, and imniting std Gud Screws. . 2.66 ..066% 50% Sesreteney $3 11 6.5 
2 | Trunnion plates .......... eceuawekees er er Tee eee (ene ase ee eee 65 6.2 
2 | Trunnion plate screws. ............caccese0e ese Re eat ene cnr ed iticee rr re : - 9. 
9 | Trimnion SCrews.....6.6...<.... eT eR ey ne ree nee eee PORE RRA sce 5b 6S 
2 Washers for trunnion screws, i, U) 1c Mi Re ep ees ee EO CC a RCeOn ee capua ae ] 2.6 
Tey SPOOR TEV RS EE PRETO LTDLCL, RC) | 6. gaa nee neg er plies 16 0.8 
1 etna eT Gin GRE IN TOT BLOCK 666 4 ois skew ews cade ese cos ee gehen eee ence l 3.7 
S Te Ger Wilh CONPer MINE... 5 6 ks ics sc cv ce ees ces eeee nes Ne ee eer rent ree ee 49 1.6 
l Guide or rear sieht for lever. a ee ae ee ee ee ee ee ee ee a ee ee sap sie elele scale 12 7.6 
ee ne eee eee Mipiate he gohe etove eis esol RE eR ee 3 8.1 
2. Catch for lever with stock pin ee sok has snedoe ge Gneials stele: Saw Sa ra eave Bs 2 eipietecatas 3 1.6 
eo ee oe ee en eer es Spats eee er LER oeneTeveeERa EE tT 5.7 
Te Sev ae POR BTCC O Ba C1 ae eae ee ae eee 1 9 
1 Hammer or spring for lonitine..... pee ip eae meta Seibaiel bhi bes io ete ee 25 +d.9 
FR PtRT aC anNSTUMIATININIIET | O's & acs cin eco wis Sas SG Se eis soe ROSS Os Seles oe . tee eects 1 88 
L |} Genre plate... ...56... Sd a Shia al Snes ee Se eet ee Pe Ee ee eee eee CeCe 63 4:3 
|} Guard bow; (brass)s....«< ee er ph Pe CRITE NA tala > i Ls ni caus a IST TNR ga TOE ML oe 44 4] 
1 Screw for guard bow and trigger......... Sa a See peers is ot oes 3 ak ee Ane reatincae 2 8.6 
3 | Guard screws for screwing to the barrel. ... 0.2... cccececccass ere re re yer 6 7.2 
] Guard screw, (wood)..... Re ee oP ee ea eet ere eee a Pascal w, ae 5a ae . i 63 
: | Tearger, (acts aleo as wear and spring )...< 2.6.05 ..066 Ee ee tive inter ae | 2D 2 
] Breech plate arias Paee BROS be ot So inig tong hig cig PERG SA wimeict asus Ree ee ad eee 24 7 
2 Breech DIAL SCIOWS...<....262%055.0056 erste eas MikhS aie ssa earns eaeee iene # 25 
1 Top ER ON ic aly ey wae ee Te re Tee ere et eee iG 2x6 
Po) eee Or G0 DANG) Wil BETOWE... 6 ca cee sv ecca ese secs’ erry er hig nwanes 1 9.2 
i.) erewariver for top GAR... 666.2. cise cece es cee RENSe Gea ee cis gratayee ees a apaee | 8 8.5 
1 | Screw for screw-driver........... i taped ener nes 28 ete Ned e 4 ia pie sere WE Tere er rey 2 1.3 
PO PAIRLG SOR UEASS)) 6. . ava. wbinswaw sure G6 wd4 ove SS ee Le ene PR rene sit iS 2 
iy dower band. (FASS) <.0i. .os0600..0040 eee a he ae eee eT en tet ey ner ee ; S Ost 
4 | Swivels, (2,) and rivetting wires (2)........... [cee ee ates, SRERRE REECE OT 12 9.9 
ENR di aed bss oe RIEU NKR Heese LvkEw es elie’ ees 3 8.1 
] ESTEE OEE Des ee Be he, oe pies gh ste ib teat te Net aeets Miedafn aslo | 2 2 
ae | er ee ee Pee er Bait cD pacts | iS “Ot 
| ; Safety plate, (brass)........... Fis ttt A oo kee RR aesta Shc ne Ee ee Ree Oe ed ao ike 
ee Ce ORe CHNE, LIOP WHOE) ioc ic nice ewawaeseeces asaaae ecnGaseeees | 9 7.3 
I 6 656k 5 APES GRAS SE Rae) 50 OL RADORN A ww Ee A oS Ves EDK ios SCRWESR ESE CE SO 118 1.4 
SMP REROTG Rann Re se ere ie ces b Gi ars ai wae RTOS Pee Pere ee mer Soe ee 1 22 8.4 
— | 
68 | i 52 sez 
Case-hardening, polishing, and finishing...............6. REPKE LESS RES 66 4.2 
Pay of officers, clerks, inspectors, machinist, jobbers, Gc .. 2... ... 0.0.6.0 eevee ecw anes | 150 6 
| 
| 13 69 3.4 
| 
Cost of one gun if 5,000 are manufactured......... Pe ee er TT Te Weaeees 13 69 3.4 
Cost of one gun if 10,000 are manufactured. ..... 0.0... cee ee ee ees ee ee 12 88 %.5 
Cost of one gun if 20,000 are manufactured......... TS eee eee iatils is raGea oll 12 47 6.8 
Cost of one gun if 40,000 are manufactured......0........ TT Te eee en CTT eases, Tee ee 
Cost of one gun if 50,000 are manufactured................ ee ee ee ‘itvewsexee, Sa ae 
serene een 
DIMENSIONS AND WEIGHT. 
| Feet. Inches. 
penein of musket without bayotict .........60.2s0e0dciceccesccess ree ye ...-| 4 103 
Leneth of musket from breech to point of bayonet ET ee Te ee ere ef 62 
FEET Cet Ce eee are re eT Oe er he ein | 4 Th 
SS eee ae eee Ee eee ee eer ee ee 425% 
Diameter of calibre at muzzle..... CeCe eer ee didwevhuex.veisany keeles | You to Yo5 
eee ee | 5 aa einer ask Ria .| rou to yo 
rs cewalee or 226 
Whole length of the bayonet Poe re ae ye eee Se ee) pik se ee ele ek Se ee ete eammenneel 193 
Pounds. Ounces. 
Weight of musket with bayonet ..............-... er ea I kee re 10 12 


Weight of barrel with stud ............ Pe Sere! ert ene rane re aes wee | 4 1] 
10} 


Weight of bayonet with half-socket ..............0cc000 ccc cccccescses Rise ee | 








In Baron Hackett’s' gun there is no rod. 
it is indispensable in washing or cleaning the barrel. 
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It is thought that though the rod is unnecessary in loading, 


No estimate has been made for it. If it should be 


thonght necessary to add the rod, its cost is about that of the common musket; also, if the rod should be 
added, there would be some additional expense in stocking, and some in altering the top band. 
The whole number of parts will be found in the column of parts. 


No. of 
parts. 


cell eel ceeelll eel oe ee ee 


«+ 
— ee ol ee 


« 
~ 


Pm BD ee 





7 


Component parts. 


Barrels, with base, guide, and front 
Selt hook ...... 


Stud for lever axis... 


e660 6.6 6 8 


66-6: 6.4 0 06 Ba 0 6 € 


Receiver with six chambers ....... 
Cones with vents for receiver...... 


Axis with shield head........ 
Index or rutchet 
. geoere 
Index stay screw ...... 


Index st 


Hand fo 


Key for connecting barrel with axis . 


r index 


ee Te ETE 


Estimate of the cost, de., of Samuel Coll’s musket, without bayonet or rod. 


Sescevece set evo ary . eee eeeree ee eeee . 
eeeee ee oe eee ere wae eeee ee . oe eee . 
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Estimate of the cost, &c., of Samuel Colt’s musket, &c.—-Continued. 





DIMENSIONS AND WEIGHT. 
| Feet. Inches. 
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As it appeared to be the opinion of the board that a receiver with six chambers would be preferable 
to one with seven, in order to reduce the weight of the musket; and preferable, also, to reduce the length 
of the chambers so as to contain a charge of 100 grains of powder, with ball, &c.; and to reduce the 
length of the barrel so as to make its length correspond with the length of the present musket barrel, 
viz., 42 inches; the foregoing estimate has been predicated on these modifications, all of which would 
reduce the weight of the musket from 15 pounds 5 ounces to 13 pounds 9 ounces. 

These modifications would also tend to reduce the cost of the musket, if the receiver were made of 
iron. But as it appeared to be the general opinion (which opinion is concurred in) that a receiver made 
of cast-steel would be preferable to one made of iron, in consequence of iron being more liable to have 
flaws and seams than cast-steel, and these flaws and seams having a tendency to render the charges liable 
to ignite each other from the interior of the calibre, (an instance of which is thought to have occurred in 
the examination at West Point,) it is proper to remark that the cost of the cast-steel will probably rather 
more than counterbalance the reduction of cost by the above-named modifications, though it will not 
materially add to the cost of the gun. 

In the foregoing estimate, wrought iron has been substituted for malleable iron in all the components 
made of malleable iron in Colt’s musket, which will make an additional item in the cost of the manufac- 
ture. 

Colt’s gun has neither bayonet nor rod. It is thought that though the rod is unnecessary in loading, 
it is indispensable in washing or cleaning the barrel. No estimate has been made for these parts. If it 
should be thought necessary to add them, their cost will be about the same as that of the bayonet and 
rod of the musket. 

In consequence of Mr. Colt’s statement, that, although the guide or rear sight on the gun presented 
for examination was made of three parts, it was not intended so for the ordinary manufacture of the 
musket, as it would be more expensive than that of the ordinary kind; in this estimate the guide has been 
called but one part, and corresponds with the one which was on the rifle and carbine he had with him.. 

The lock-plate, also, was called but one part, although the plate on the gun presented for examination 
consisted of two parts, there being a sort of scroll on the tang. This was mere fancy, and not intended 
as a model for ordinary manufacture of the musket. 

The form of the present musket breech-plate was substituted for the one presented for examination 
on account of its being less expensive in the manufacture; and consequently two screws were estimated 
instead of three. 

As it seemed to be the opinion that a receiver with six chambers would be preferable to one with 
seven, as noticed above, only six cones were estimated for. 

If wrought iron were substituted for malleable iron, it would be found economical to make the guard 
of two pieces. In this estimate it has been considered as one part; but two rivets have been added to 
the number of pieces. 

The number of parts in the gun presented for examination was fifty-eight; the number of parts 
intended to be examined, fifty-five; the number of parts actually estimated, by dispensing with one cone 
and one breech-plate screw, and by adding two rivets, amounted to fifty-five. 

Although the guide has been estimated, it is considered to be of no more use to Colt’s gun than it 
would be to the common musket, but rather an inconvenience in the manual exercise. 
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Estimate of the cost, &c., of Mr. Cochran’s musket, without bayonet or rod. 
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REMARKS. 


In this estimate, wrought iron has been substituted for malleable iron in all of those components 
made of malleable iron in Cochran’s musket, which will tend rather to increase the cost of the gun. 

The form of the common musket breech-plate was substituted for the one presented for examination, 
on account of its being less expensive to manufacture; and consequently two screws were estimated 
instead of three. 

The stop-bolt consisted of two parts, in consequence of the thumbpiece being made of lectruin; but 
as this might be more economically made of iron, in one piece with the bolt, they have been estimated as 
one part 

Cochran’s musket, also, has neither bayonet nor rod. It is thought that though the rod is unnecessary 
in loading, it is indispensable in washing or cleaning the barrel. No estimate has been made for these 


oO 


parts. If it is thought necessary to add them, their cost will be about the same as that of the bayonet 
and rod of the common musket. 
The number of parts in Cochran’s musket was............-...0085 WECre eter ee veaiees . 930 
The number of parts estimated, by dispensing with the thumbpiece and breech-plate screw, 
eer errr er cave OO 


AMOUNTS tO. .... 2.5). 55 9 GOA to ee eo ate ee oe : 
GENERAL REMARKS. 

As there might, at first sight, appear too great a discrepancy in the cost of some of the screws of 
nearly the same size, it is thought proper to remark that, when the same tools would answer for various 
classes of screws, the cost of these tools has been thrown wholly or in part upon the first of these classes 
of screws estimated. 

If arms were manufactured of the foregoing pattern, there might be an improvement made in the 
uniformity of the screws, which would tend to cheapen, as well as equalize, the cost of fabrication. 

i BENJAMIN MOOR. 

Harrer’s Ferry, Ju/y 22, 1837. 
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REGULATIONS AND EXPERIMENTS SHOWING THE MEANS AND MANNER OF TESTING, 
PROVING, AND BURSTING CANNON, UNDER THE DIRECTIONS OF THE ORDNANCE 
DEPARTMENT. 

COMMUNICATED TO THE SENATE SEPTEMBER 19, 1837. 


War Department, September 19, 1837. 


Str: I have the honor to transmit herewith a report of the colonel of ordnance, in answer to a 
resolution of the Senate of February 17, 1837, on the subject of the bursting of cannon at Major Clarke’s 
foundery in July, 1833, and August, 18384. 

Very respectfully, your most obedient servant, 
J. R. POINSETT. 
Hon. R. M. Jounson, President of the Senate. 


- 


Orpnance Orricr, Washington, July 13, 1837. 

Sir: In obedience to your orders, and in conformity to the resolution of the Senate of February 17, 
1837, directing that the facts concerning the bursting of 16 cannon at Major Clarke’s foundery in July, 
1833, and August, 1834, be reported, I have the honor to report: 

First. The facts concerning the bursting of the 7 guns on the 18th of July, 1833, as follows: 

Agreeably to orders from the Ordnance department, the inspectors of cannon (Lieut. Colonel. W. J. 
Worth and his assistant, Lieut. John Childe) being at the Bellona foundery on the 18th of July, 1833, in 
presence of Major Clarke, fully explained to him the regulations for proving cannon, informing him at 
the same time that if he had any objections to them, or to the manner of administering them, the inspectors 
would delay operations until further orders from the department could be received. The inspectors were 
permitted to proceed, and Major Clarke was requested to be present, and was present, at the proving of 
the powder, the weighing of the charges, and at the loading and discharging of the guns. 

It should here be premised that, previous to this inspection of July 18, 1833, Colonel Worth and his 
assistant had made two inspections at the West Point foundery, two at the Pittsburg foundery, and one at 
the Columbian foundery in Georgetown, in which they had examined 118 guns, 9 of which burst in 
proving at the Pittsburg foundery. The metal of these bursted guns was afterwards admitted by the 
founders to be objectionable. Though they evidently were not aware of it until after the proof—(Tor 
the remarks of the founders on this subject see letter of, Messrs. McClurg, Wade & Cv.) 
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The guns (32-pounders) of the inspection of July, 1833, were charged with powder and ball accord- 
ing to the following tabular statement, the details of which are in conformity with the regulations of 
November 29, 1832, wnich governed at that time. 






























































aa pene : = Soe ae = _ = eet ea eae ee 
| 2 é - = | | & e/|s | ¢ 
| 5 7 E ; | : No. burst. 8 ro | 5 ‘ 3 No. burst. 
=p oo = 2 a S | S = i) ma 2 j o@ ~ ° 
S ep Ee SS | | ers Se % po 6 | 6 6G & es 
= E< & | ee | *- Siei ¢ ES = | £8 = sis 
2 - Ke fo & “| 5 a ae S be ; S ee 
E 3 z | & | § Eig & s £ | & : E18 
a oa ~ | a | 2 a wm z i) fa | Can wn x ba 
| | | | } 
yards. | lbs. oz. | yards, | lbs. oz. | | yards. lbs. oz. | yards. lbs. oz. 
257; 268 HBieeSe le eRe | IBEIO least: Vsislets 293 237 20 7 «| ~= 260 1853) Poser 
258 28 | 18 8 | B69 | AS ANY | easvalsascen|| 204 236 20 8 | 264 ae Pee wee 
259; 267 18 5 | = 269 | 18 10 fasseeelereeeet] 295 265 18 8 | 260 (oe eee etn ee child 
260; 266 se | Se] SM held @ 248 20 1 | 259 Mi4- Lectin 
261 | 938 20 6 | 5 | 14 6 |eccescleseess}) 297] 965 18 8 260 Fae of peels 
262| 268 2 3 | g9 | 18 10) |.ssc.|onooes 998] 985 18 8 262 ek. Biches 
263-238 20 6 | 249 TESTED © ee es oeenele 009 | 237 200 °°7 262 M2 Licwiees 
264 266 8 6 | gay 411 coplscsscel| OOP “260 18 15 259 TO04.  fesdoccleetecs 
265 =) Oe ee FW hic cecd 301} 236 2 8 262 Baek oseed eras 
266 266 8 6 | 249 1 Th lisicnelsconsell SS] | oO We tiamensibowen waeocepl sie thessads 
267 266 | 18 6 | 249 WM Lichen a oe 20 8 peuisiuea ihuiianad. SB Avees 
268 238 2 6 | 261 a ae ree sjeseeee], 304] 264 1s 9 247 7B Lackikwcs 
269 8 | 18 3 | 29 | TEM fercceclercene|! 305 | 237 20 7 259 14 4 écgpiadaes 
270; 238 2 6 | 2%9 | 13 10 eweel eee 306 | 264 Is 9 260 OR “Rls 
271) 266 ise 6, |) “ee SPO? lL cecclesece some) «3 a58 20 7 259 ive a Peer boucas 
272 | 248 | 19 11 | 257 14 5 erred pene 308 | 247 a ee Maen ne aa 1 | teeee 
273 268 fers) ager | Beato tereaclt vessel 309} 240 20 3 985 i an s|eseees 
274 248 ou | «9 | 20 |...... cesseel| SIO} 245 19 13 259 a ae ee leeoeds 
275 268 18 3 a | MM lcci Oe 246 19 13 259 a haces 
276 234 | Wd 7 | M5 [eee lee seve! BID] 245 a ae ee imei — 
257 268 n> | we | wae fewssks secell S13) “O2t 17. 15 258 Tivo. ecevealoseees 
278 261 19 15 | «257, | 14S eneeeclesseeel] SI4] 247 19 12 285 Re baeidas 
279 a a ee Yo a Doren pene 315 | 245 19 13 252 «MS temas 
280 268 18 3 | 29 | 13 10 I aa sisteeieal| “S168 247 19 12 285 PIRES) fesseee oeas es 
281 8 | 18 3 | 9 | 13 10 oe veseee B17 ; al 17 15 259 ee wae Barer eee 
282 265 a a a a a rere eer eS 240 20 3 285 Dae) a eee err 
— Ot 6 © higkikilicswnal Flat a. ae i9 1 252 M<# Leseadem 
284 2s | 19 11 | 957 | 14 5  essscclecsseel 3201 240 20 3 285 Wi Lic 3 
285 264 TOR Oe ie Meee stiedl Saeeon: sede <M lee i gan] 958 19 1 271 TSISO > eerie nee 
286 258 Se | gm | ME fiscses icear 322 | 271 17 15 | 285 12 15 Rees eens 
287 261 is 13 | 962 | 4 a titi: mae i 19 1 | 258 45 Pee eee 
2R8 261 oo a ee oe ee 324] 958 19 1 | ~ 247 Ped? ol ewesloeewes 
289 48 | 19 1 | 92 | 4 1 ey acetguaees 325 | 240 ee 3 258 P20) | |eseectheceas 
290 94 #| #%I18 9 | > a RS Se ae RM POR ea 971 17 15 252 14 9 eee ere 
291 a a, a 2 2 veces, 327 | 245 19 13 252 14 9 Re BEN 
292 4 18 9 | S69) |) ASSO feces sleeesee!, 328] 958 9 7 | 252 | 14 9 ae cae 
| 


Extract from the report of the inspectors of July, 1833, marked “B.” 


These guns were proved with Dupont powder; the charges regulated in strict conformity with tables 
furnished by the Ordnance department. Twenty barrels of proving powder were recently forwarded to 
Bellona from Frankford arsenal, where it had been carefully proved by the standard eprouvette. The 
remainder, about seven barrels, was drawn from the magazine at Bellona and carefully reproved imme- 
diately before use. It will be perceived that, generally, the guns conform in measurement very closely 
to the established patterns. Seven guns burst in proof—six at the first, and one at the second discharge. 
In several instances the evidence was very conclusive that the breaking had been caused or accelerated 
by the breaking and wedging of the shot. Two shot and two wads were used at both discharges, agree- 
ably to regulations. 

W. J. WORTH, Brevet Lieut. Col., Major of Ordnance and Inspector. 
JNO. CHILDE, Lieutenant and Assistant Inspector. 


Second. The facts concerning the bursting of the nine guns on the 7th of August, 1834, as follows: 

The two inspecting officers (Lieut. Col. Worth and Lieut. Maynadier) being at Major Clarke’s foundery 
on the above date, in obedience to orders from the Ordnance office, fifty-eight 32-pounder guns were 
presented for inspection. Forty-two, however, were only proved, the proof being discontinued at the 
instance of the founder. The powder used in proving these guns was most carefully proved on the 
ground by the inspectors, and the charges weighed by them in presence of the founder. The powder was 
of Dupont’s manufacture, except that used in eight charges for the second fire, and was selected from the 
lowest range on hand at the Frankford arsenal. 

As stated in the facts concerning the former bursting, (of July, 1833,) the regulations were fully 
explained to the founder; he was also informed that if he had any objections to the regulations, or to the 
manner of administering them, the inspectors would await the further orders of the department. The 
founder was also requested by the inspecturs to be present, and was actually present, and assisted in 
proving the powder, weighing the charges, and in loading and discharging the guns. Of the 42 guns 
proved, 9 burst—eight at the first and one at the second fire 

As Major Clarke had been unfortunate in the inspection of July, 1833, and as he was prejudiced 
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acainst the method of ascertaining the strength of the powder, (by the use of the established eprouvette, ) 
no means were left untried to arrive at the greatest practicable accuracy. Major Clarke formerly made 
great objections to the use of two round shot in proving his guns, to the breaking and wedging of which 
he attributed the bursting of his guns. On this occasion, at his request, cylindrical shot were used, except 
(at his suggestion) in the last three guns tried, two of which broke in like manner with the preceding. The 
eprouvette used in proving the powder was_ perfectly new, and from less use doubtless gave greater 
ranges (and consequently greater reductions in quantity by the tables) than that of the same series in 
use at the Frankford arsenal. 

The guns (32-pounders) of the inspection of August, 1834, were charged with powder and ball 
according to the following tabular statement, the details of which are in conformity with the regulations 
of November 29, 1832, which governed at that time. 
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yards. lbs. oz. lbs. oz. yards. lhs. oz. lbs. oz. 
329 273 17 133 66 3 | 276 | 135 C5292; _ A ecacenseassseu etneanacasts 
330 | 225 21 5 | 66 7 27 | 13 5 | a an werrere reer lereree Veeenwe 
a1 | 273 17 133 66 4 27 | £#<+ | Be tran weney vere paniwitns 
322 275 17 133 | 66 00 276 13 5 | 66 7 CeCe Seer ites 
333 273 17 133 | 66 7 276 | 13 5 65 14 Seerereee reser ee Se 
334 | 225 21 5 66 6 273 | 13° 63 66 4 ; ; | Seswies 
335 | 276 17 11 | 66 2 269 13 10 66 2 iba eahreaeicsseanwe speeees 
336 | 273 17 133 C3 —avevsescessecesslons {tier wbaneemseleeneaseranes eins I [este eeees seeee 
337 225 21 5 | 66 6 276 13 5 65 6 . ines 
338 225 21.5 66 5 269 13 10 C00 Sieees peedkand eee Saeed > 
339 | 255 19 4 65 14 269 13 10 65 10 [ensesenasensna| sass bebe 
340 | 255 19 4 66 4 269 13 10 66 4 | baveaeedl sists 
341 22 | 20 1 66 10 > a ne CE WE feapecéscvnseniinisesssns ‘~ 
342 242 20 1 65 1 259 13 10 | 66 1 i eeeubeueeaeens lewsemtreetaoet 
a3 255 19 4 66 4 269 | 13 10 66 00 ron a even ees 
344 | 255 19 4 6 1 | 296 coe i | Sbkctxecoieiaehanes spin 
345 CO 226 21 4 | 65 1 276 135 2? a panisvcdteienemavink 
346 226 21 4 66 13 269 13 10 66 12 D sstassibiol kapiebntianaoteawas 
347 05 | 19 4 66 00 279 13 33 66 00, vere 
48 276 70 66 00 276 13 5 66 4 pennant: Nees ral Berane 
349 | 242 20 1 66 00 279 13° 33 | 66 7 * sisiel een 
350 | a a 66 00 27 13 5 26} 6H | an eniiheweabenben eee 
351 | 276 7 11 66 11 279 13 32 Se ern er. Conrrcee ‘lek 
352 | 226 a1 4 66 00 276 13 5 Ss ere ah we ; 
353 226 21 4 66 6 97 13 3 66 4 _ Renee 
354 | 27 7 9 eS ee ee hte de Ra hsp cichvocsis bho /binpealeasaseaee | 1 ee ~ 
355 284 7 5 65 14 261 142 66 00 ene ees en 
356 | 281 7 3 66 2 245 14 14 | 66 00 leawiasyits nee eaiaaiinneeaus 
357 284 7 8 A eer vee [eee ayer Sowers bees mel 1 B aid woaiibes 
358 281 7 7 | 66 9 unciharhehsvaibes fasaknepboraannianslvane sua bieeitbens 1 ea ne 
359 284 17 5 | 66 00 | 261 14 2 ON hea Sicunninetacl esaawutous ear 
360 | 281 ‘7 7 66 6 ere Con He Diepimusmelune eacecnds init ‘ae rere en 
%1 | 281 7 7 66 00 261 | 142 | Oe = Pawitiesnndatareavnk : 
32 | 281 7 7 66 00 261 14 2 66 00 eabeenencaoitienabsenias 
363 CY) a re 65 10 | = | ee | RH fistsemnn Niibcas pasate 
364 27 17 9 65 12 245, 14 14 Se cere be acecuik dabei ‘ 
365 226 21 4 66 4 Stina ceainiti ae Nina peat Sdniiecdl baltic savebdeneess 1 Sere 
366 284 17 5 66 12 | 261 | 142 | CW tissu ee 
367 pT 17 5 66 10 = | 45 = | 2 Se Coreerreer sweet 1 
368 277 17 10 7 6 277 13 4 | 67 6 errr on piatul abiete 
369 277 17 10 67 6 ne aedataal bce eee ‘ceussccnaldeceuce 1 L ebpieeantn ; 
370 277 17 10 67 6 | packets seescees[ereeoees eee eee sseachandentc | 1 - ener — 








Extract from the report of the inspectors of August 7, 1834. 


The founder ascribes the failure of his guns to excessive proof-charges. The inspectors entertain a 
different opinion, and ascribe the result to defect, either in the metal or in the manner of working it, in 
which they were sustained by the nature of the fractures. Specimens were preserved, and have been 
since submitted to experienced founders, who, without knowing anything of the circumstances, or whence 
they came, at once decided that the metal was good, but had been injured and rendered unfit for gun- 
metal in melting and casting; that the result arises from this cause cannot be doubted, when it is remem- 
bered that the cannon at other founderies are subjected to the like proof, and for the past year without 
failure. The three last guns were charged with two round shot, and the others with one cylindrical shot, 
for the weight of which see face of the report. 

W. J. WORTH, Brevet Lieut. Col., Major Ordnance, Inspector. 
WM. MAYNADIER, Lieut., Assistant Inspector of Ordnance. 
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The following is a letter from Messrs. McClurg, Wade & Co. on this subject: 

Wasnineton, May 27, 1836. 

Sir: In compliance with the request contained in your letter of yesterday, we have tu state that 
Colonel Worth inspected cannon at our works first in December, 1833, also in June and October, 1834, 
making six inspections in all. 

In our opinion these inspections were always conducted with the greatest care, attention, and accu- 
racy by the inspecting officer. He always invited our personal attention to all the proceedings, and 
desired us to point out anything which we might consider objectionable, or as not being in accordance 
with the regulations. We have not, however, on any occasion, made any objection to the proceedings of 
the inspectors, nor to any part of them, being always fully satisfied that they were in strict conformity 
with the established regulations. 

At the inspection made in 1832, the first conducted by Colonel Worth, several of our cannon failed 
to stand the required proof, and nine burst. All the cannon cast since that inspection, amounting to one 
hundred and forty-seven in all, have stood the proof, not a single failure having occurred in guns since 
that time. 

We have never attributed the failure of some of the guns cast in 1832, and the undeviating success 
of all cast since, to any difference in the mode or the accuracy of proving the several parcels, but to a 
difference in the quality of the material used. When the failure occurred we attributed it to the quality 
of the iron; and since that time we have taken very good care not to use any iron the strength of which 
was in the least degree doubtful. This difference in results we have always attributed to our own care 
and attention in selecting materials, and not to any want of either on the part of the inspecting officers. 

Respectfully, your obedient servants, 
McCLURG, WADE & CO. 

Colonel G. Bomrorn, Ordnance Office. 


The following are the answers of G. Kemble, esq., of the West Point foundery, in his letter of the 
20th of June, 1836, to the queries propounded to him by this office: 

Ist query. Please state the number of inspections made by Colonel Worth at your establishment, 
and their periods. 

2d query. Your opinion as to the care, accuracy, and attention with which those inspections were 
conducted ? 

In answer to the first query, Colonel Worth acted as inspector of ordnance in the years 1833 and 1834; 
during which time he made four inspections of guns and shot at the West Point foundery, viz: On the 
13th of May, 1833; on the Ist of July, 1833; on the 24th of May, 1834, and on the 2d of July, 1834. 

In answer to the second query, it becomes me to state that no officer could be more accurate in his 
examinations, or more attentive to every point relating to the proof, than was Colonel Worth throughout 
the whole of these inspections, 

Such are the facts of these two cases of bursting. They have been collected with great care from 
original reports of inspectors, letters, &c., marked A, B, C, D, E, and K, accompanied herewith. 

Before proceeding to examine the facts of these cases, it should be stated that the 16 guns which 
burst out of 1i4 examined must have failed either in consequence of a defective regulation proof, or of 
incapacity or culpability in the inspectors; in either of which suppositions Major Clarke would be fairly 
entitled to renumeration from the government—that is to say: 

First. The regulation charges, under which they failed, may have been excessive, and, though 
accurately measured and determined in practice by the inspectors, they may have been so powerful as to 
destroy guns equal in strength to those which the United States were then receiving from other founders. 
In this case the regulation would be objectionable, and Major Clarke fairly entitled to compensation. 

Second, On the other hand, the regulation charges may have been good and unobjectionable, but by 
the neglect of the inspectors they may not have been used in practice; and in this case the fault would 
be with the inspectors, and Major Clarke be in consequence clearly entitled to compensation. 

It is obvious that under no other than one of these two cases could Major Clarke be entitled to any 
remuneration. 

Let us now proceed to examine the first of these suppositions, that we may determine if the regula- 
tion charges were really excessive. 

To do this, it will be necessary to look into the composition and strength of the proof-charges, and 
the recorded statements of their effects or general results, at the various founderies where they have been 
used during the whole period of their adoption by the government. 


Were the proof-charges excessive ? 





Proof-charges.—The first guns, under the new system of sea-coast artillery, were cast in 1826, and 
were proved, each, with two regulation proof-charges, as follows: 

Ist charge.—Two-thirds weight of shot in powder, two junk-wads, and two shot. 

2d charge.—One-half weight of shot in powder, two junk-wads, and two shot; the proof of powder 
being never less than 200 yards by the eprouvette then in use. 

This regulation continued in operation until that of the 29th of November, 1832, (accompanied here- 
with,) which was as follows: Ist and 2d charges, same as above. The proof of powder being not less than 
190, nor more than 290 yards by the new eprouvette, the standard being 225 yards. 

This latter regulation continaed in force until rescinded by the regulations existing at the present 
time, adopted by the board of o-dnance, and under date of the Ist of May, 1834. This last went into ope- 
ration at the founderies on the Ist July, 1835, after the bursting of the sixteen guns, and was as follows: 

Ist and 2d charges, same as above; but the proof of powder increased so as not to exceed 300 vards, 
nor be less than 200 yards; the standard being 250 yards. 

Powder, proof-charges.—The above regulation of the 29th November, 1832, under which the sixteen 
guns burst, was not intended to increase, nor did it increase the charges, but rather the contrary, as will 
be seen. It was intended— 

First. To restate the proof ranges of the powder intended for the proving of cannon which had been 
changed by the then recent adjustment of the eprouvettes, that had been effected with great care. By this 
adjustment, the powder, which was 200 yards by the old eprouvette, became 225, without any increase of 
strength by the new eprouvette; and as none could be used in the proof of cannon less than 200 yards 
before the adjustment, so it would have appeared reasonable that none should have been used after it of 
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a strength less than 225 yards; yet so favorable was the regulation to the founders, that it admitted pow- 
der so low as 190 yards, and so high as 290; 225 yards being the standard prouf. But as the new eprou- 
vette gave proof ranges for the same powder 12§ per cent greater than those of the old, it is hence per- 
ceived that the above minimum proof range of 190 yards, (new eprouvette,) is equal to 166} yards of the 
old eprouvette; and thus it is seen that the minimum powder authorized under the new regulations was 
really about 35 yards less in strength than the minimum powder of the old regulations, which was 200 
yards. 
Second. It was intended to remedy some ingonveniences which had arisen in practice since 1826. 
The inspectors could not always command powder of a proof exactly 200 yards, and were, in consequence, 
often obliged to use powder ranging between that proof and the proof of 250 yards and higher; and thus, 
for this increase of strength, a proportional reduction in quantity became necessary. It was the object 
of the regulations of 1832 to point ont in a scientific way, and with great precision, the amount of this 
reduction, in every possible case of increased strength; and it was therefore a measure calculated to 
favor the founders, as well as to assure the government, since it would prevent the mistake of using too 
great a quantity of very strong powder, or too small a quantity of very weak powder, in the proof of can- 
non. The regulation was drawn up on scientific principles, with great care, and in conformity with the 
most exact experimental results. It accompanies this paper, marked M. 

Thus, then, while the three regulations provide the same weight of standard powder, the same weight 
of metal, and the same wads, they exhibit the maximum, minimum, and standard powder as follows, by 


the new eprouvette now in use: 





Date of regulation. ‘Maximum proof | Standard proof | Minimum proof 
range range. range. 
| 
memwintion of 1826....... s6sesesc.sess raenas «veeeee ....| 300 yards | 225 yards | 225 yards 
Regwiation of 1832. ...... <<. WER RK HemRee eR eee 300 yards | 225 yards | 190 yards 
Regulation of 1834..... ca eee eat ied PTC e ee ee eee 300 yards | 250 yards | 200 yards 


As, therefore, the maximum proof ranges are equal-as well as all the other elements of the proof- 
charges, except the standard and minimum proot rauges, the force of the charges under the three regula- 
tions must vary as these latter. But the standard proof ranges of the regulations of 1826 and 1832 being 
equal, the force of the proof-charges, under those regulations, will be as the minimum proof ranges, which, 
in the regulation of 1832, being 85 yards less than those of 1826, the proof-charges of the former regula- 
tion should be less than those of the regulation of 1826, while those of the regulation of 1834, now in 
foree, are probably the strongest of all Hence, it is very clear that the proof-charges used under the regu- 
lation of 1832, with which the sixteen guas were burst, were really of powder weaker than those which 
either preceded or followed them, 

So much for the powder-proof of proof-charges. 

We next consider their effects or general results at the founderies. They divide themselves into three 
parts, V1Z: 

Those under the regulation of 1826, those under the regulation of 1832, and those under the regu- 
lation of 1834; and are exhibited in the following tabular statement: 


Number and description of cannon 


At what foundery. By what officer inspected. presented. Number rejected. | Number burst. | Total No. 


| received. 


24-pounders.|32-pounders. 42-pounders. 





Under the regulation of 1826. 








| 
Georgetown, D.C ....s0sc000- Colonel Bankhead....... 248 | 216 Dj eweee 0+ eee eeseee veee| 1 32-pounder .......| 465 
Bellona foundery. ....00ccccce|seccee HOvesebeaeesesme sees 145 256 Bere oe cescccccee oe; 1 32and 2 24-pound’rs.| 398 
West Point foundery......+..5 se. Mb vrdeanxes ore Oe: ot TE Rivieveiercassteicanain be nceece|teeesoes ccs cece ceeess | 486 
Pittsburg foundery......eseeee ssseee CMS ESE TTT e Peer ee Ne eaeweee 13 . aesioaonen skeahe supe whe sete eeereee sae 13 
| | 
Under the regulation of 1832. | | 
| | } 
Seen, 00, 05.56 oneness 0se) MOOMONE) WOON. ccssenesuececssees os | 9] lnbwoudss seen} shot weeees sees ares Sol eee aa eee: cccces oo] 91 
Zellona fOUNAETY. ..ccccccccee! cece BOG cca ccubssbeakewe lass ceseccees| ae «6. esaseens bewel benmneles eascheeneoall Abie DOUNDEENASsans| 98 
West Point foundery. ....-00+ sesees BOs Gb ence sccheescky benasaesoenc WO: lipecwnssteenleeosmecsss eens Sab sea] ssn nine bine eee eeenen 90 
Pittsburg foundery.......ceccsicceces PO Guoe sb ke susaiawabawleseswssenses | 160 livaweuse eens 4 32-pounders......| 9 32-pounders........ 147 
i 
Under the regulation of 1834. | | 
} | 
| | | 
Georgetown, D. C...secceseee Captain Ripley... ........ 37 5 Se 3s Nese eeseeawe soa oiesleie |b bine ienniawiesieelesaiesis| 64 
Sellona fouNdery.....seeeeees eevee Obes .ek rasp niesee ee 4 | 76 le ebegh ota 324 pounders......| 1 24-pounder......... 76 
West Point foundery. ....-+-2.) seeeee DOsccsueessicesiness 52 [sete eeee ees deearsencune pad chat ecrel an NG Batottarins eit 100 
Pittsburg foundery, Penn............. UO. css peed eSeeses 97 ll i eaeeswenens 2 24-pounders.. coorccccs waakeews 106 
RECAPITULATION. 
Under the regulation of— Number ofguns pre-. Number burst. | Number rejected. | Number burst and Number received. 
sented for inspec- | rejected. 
tion and proof. | 
SG Gasecen Sebsioeus sesdbasdesasnesescos seheeeee enw 1, 366 o <Wewwaeraans sewsuisne | 4 1,362 
Rapranber 20 G02 o..i sscseenwnssencechssse sas Sea 455 25 4 29 426 
OU DEEN? cceaenaaeh ocpens cee asbabeeseetesuancesn 353 2 5 7 346 
SUMO GucsiouksOnsabesssneene pe ec cece cece cee 2,174 31 9 | 40 2,134 
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In examining this table with a view to the proof-charges, several forcible views are presented: 

First. It is seen above that the 16 guns were burst under the regulation of 1832, and that the pow- 
der used under the preceding or following regulations was clearly stronger than that used under the 
regulation of 1832. It is hence obvious that the 2,174 guns submitted for proof during the last eleven 
years were proved with charges cither equal to or greater than those with which the 16 guns were burst 
And it is remarkable that during this long period, out of so great a number presented for proof, only 31 
should have burst; and that, out of these 31, nine should be admitted by the Pittsburg founders to be of 
defective metal; 2 should never be complained of by the West Point and Georgetown founders; 4 should 
never be complained of by Major Clarke; and that only 16 should have the proof contested by Major 
Clarke; total burst, 31. 

Thus, out of the 2,174 guns submitted for proof, sixteen only have been contested—that is to say, one 
gun of every 136. 

There can be no doubt as to the truth of this remarkable fact. Can it prove that the charges are 
excessive, and ought in consequence to be reduced ? 

Is it not much more reasonable to infer that the sixteen guns were too weak than that charges, which 
burst only one gun of one hundred and thirty-six, are too strong? Are we to say “the charges are too 
strong because the gun breaks?” or shall we not rather say the gun is too weak because the charges 
have been sanctioned and tested by an experience so uniform and ample? Are we to measure the gun by 
the charges, or the charges by the guns in a case like this? In reality, this fact can never be a reason 
for reducing the proof-charges, though it may be in favor of their increase. 

Second. But let us compare the effects of the proof-charges at the several founderies one with another. 
They were made up from the same elements and fired by the same inspectors, under circumstances in all 
respects as exactly the same as it was possible. These effects ought, therefore, to be a correct measure of 
the force of the proof-charges, as well as of the relative skill of the founders; and perhaps this is the 
best view that could be taken of the subject. 

The tables show that, since the adoption of the new sea-coast artillery, there have burst at the 
Bellona foundery, where the sixteen guns burst, 20 guns out of 595—that is, 1 out of every 29. 

At the Pittsburg foundery, employed only during the last five years, 9 guns out of 281—-that is, 1 
out of every 31. 

At the Georgetown foundery 1 gun out of 621—that is, 1 out of 621. 

At the West Point foundery 1 gun out of 6T7—that is, 1 out of 677. 

Thus, with the same proof-charges and the same inspectors, the guns at Bellona foundery (one of the 
oldest employed) have suffered greater failures than at any one of the other three founderies; and very 
much greater than cither of the other old founderies of West Point or Georgetown. What can be the 
reason of this evident difference in the strength of the guns made at the different founderies 2? Does it not 
prove the existence, in the manufacture or in the material, of causes of weakness at the Bellona foundery 
which do not exist at the others? The guns made at that foundery, which sustain the proof, are no 
doubt good and sufficient for all the purposes of war; but these facts certainly show them to be inferior 
in strength to those made at the other founderies. If the proof-charges be excessive at the Bellona 
foundery, why are they not so at the others? Why, indeed, do the other founders make no complaint ? 
Why are they perfectly satisfied with the charges? Is this great difference in the resistance of the guns 
attributable to the fault of the founder or to exccssive proof-charges? If it be to the latter, why have 
not the same failures appeared at the other founderies where the same charges have been used ? 

Notwithstanding these striking facts, the subject of reducing the proof-charges is agitated by the 
founder contesting the proof of the sixteen guns. Let us see what would be the ultimate effects or conse- 
quences of such a reduction. 

The manufacture of cannon, in consequence of the great difficulties of the operation, is become, in 
Europe as well as in this country, a profession to which men devote their lives ; and which requires 
extensive aids from chemistry, natural philosophy, and the mathematics. These difficulties arise from the 
great stress which, by means of gunpowder, is necessarily applied to iron, and to which the strength of 
the iron must be constantly proportional. But the prodigious increase in the strength of gunpowder 
during the last twenty years has inereased proportionally this stress upon the iron used in cannon ; and 
has thus rendered the strength required in that material proportionally greater, and the profession of a 
founder much more difficult than formerly. These difficulties are considered so great in the United States, 
and the procuring good guns for the national defences has been deemed a subject of so much importance, 
that the government has found it advisable to employ only four founders out of the great number now in 
the United States ; this being done in order that these founders might employ all their time and talents 
upon a subject of so much difficulty. 

So soon, therefore, as we reduce the proof-charges for cannon, the founders will not have the 
same difficulties to surmount with the new as with the old proof-charges ; and, as a matter of course, will 
reduce their expenditures proportionally. For assuredly they will curtail the expenditures corresponding 
to the difficulties to be surmounted inthe heavier proof-charges, and make only the lighter expenditures 
corresponding to the lesser difficulties of the lighter proof-charges. Thus the guns will be inevitably 
weakened, while the government yet pay the same prices for their cannon. 

This is a consequence of reduction which can in no way be avoided Does the government want 
weaker cannon at the same prices? Would it not be preferable to pay higher. prices, if a change be at 
all necessary, and continue the guns of the same unexceptionable strength as at present? In this manner 
the unskilful founder might devote greater expenditures, to overcome, without loss, the difficulties of the 
manufacture. 

Finally, seeing that a change in the proof-charges would necessarily produce a change in the manu- 
factures at the founderies; that it would unsettle the existing state of their operations, which are admitted 
to be accompanied by the most successful results in the manufacture of cannon ; seeing that, by the use 
of these proof-charges for a long series of years, they have given us a system of sea-coast artillery of 
unexampled strength and beauty of construction ; that under this system of proof we have received 
upwards of 2,000 cannon, and expended nearly a million of dollars : shall we, at this late date, abandon 
what has proved to be good and unexceptionable, and commit ourselves to uncertainty and the hazards of 
new rules, which, whether they be those of France or England, (different the one from the other,) will, as 
they are different from our own, unavoidably produce a change in our manufactures ? and which, while 
they cannot produce better guns, may, and most probably will, produce those which are worse ; for it 
must not be forgotten that the English and French proofs agree only in the use of one shot. They differ 
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in the important points of quantity of powder, and in the nwmber of discharges, while those of England and 
the United States differ in the quantity of metal and in the quantity of powder, but agree in the number of 
discharges ; and it is as difficult to compare those of France and Great Britain, and to say which is the 
greater, as it is to compare those of Great Britain and the United States. It is known, too, that, corre- 
sponding to these different proof-charges, there is a marked difference in the metal of the three nations ; 
the Swedish metal used in France being better than the English, and the English metal manifestly 
different from our own. Long experience of these several states in their different proof-charges show 
them to be good, and severally applicable to their different metal, and they therefore have made no changes, 
Why, then, shall we displace our own, and take the English or French proof? They have, indeed, been 
found good for metal different from our own ; but, upon our metal, they must necessarily produce different 
results, which we cannot predict to be good or evil, as we only know that by this change we lay aside 
that which is certainly good, to take up with that which is not only uncertain, but from which there 
would be high probability of error and consequent disaster to the country. Besides, if we adopt the 
Enelish or French proof-charges, why may we not also go on and adopt the entire system of the French 
or English sea-coast artillery, with all its different dimensions and different apparatus? They are equally 
applicable to our system of fortifications ; and if their proof-charges be good for our artillery, (so different 
in size from theirs,) they would be still better for their artillery adopted by us. 

But it is urged with great earnestness that the American proof-charges are much more powerful than 
those of Great Britain ; and it is hence pretended to be inferred that they are unfit to be used in the 
proof of cannon. Now, although it has been clearly shown by unquestionable recorded results, 
extending through a series of years, obtained at various founderies, while controlled by diflerent superin- 
tendents, and without complaint from the latter, that these charges have been adequate to all the purposes 
of government, and are in no way objectionable, yet, for your satisfaction, it may be proper to exhibit 
them by the side of those of Great Britain. They are so exhibited below :; 


British proof-charges for heavy cannon. 





First charge. Second charge. 


! 


Calibres. Weight. Average weight. — | 
Powder in parts Powder in Ibs. | Powder in parts 








Powder in Ibs. 
and ounces. of the weight | and ounces. of the weight 
of the balls. of the balls. 
ae o E S eee poner 
Pounds Pounds. | 

42-NOUNdEr. ....0000000c000ccce08 sepeabeeeeee canes 7.308 7, 308 95 0 2595 | 25 0 -595 
SO RMNMINGEcbeLs oiis son < du ceciuneeencheenne ei ie ot — 21.8 .671 | 218 671 
che Reesace ses Socneb corse aneceseeee pekens 5, 344 t 218 671 21 8 671 
24-pounder ....+..- coccccscccceresce ¢ eecvcccces », 616 } ff 18 0 750 18 0 750 
eee 5,328 | | 750 18 0 750 

DD cubs csee eaves bank bndnscne row eee nes > wed | 5,076 4 18 0 a a 

EPO cdcccuseses pe pare HSER KEbS HOSRESROLD EMSS 1,872 | | 18 0 .750 18 0 790 

Po mscyaseeeshecwesnescs Se 1,488 J ( 18 0 .750 18 0 .750 
18-pOUNEr 2... cece cccccccccescvsccccecves veces 1,716 ) a5 15 0 . 833 150 | .833 

s 4,464 ? 2 a | 

Di checOR Gessse oun eeeaoeeeeers peeaektiss 4, 212 § t 15 0 833 15 0 | 833 








RemMaRks.—For each charge of each gun, one shot and two high Junk-wads. 


American proof-charges for heavy cannon, used in the proof of Major Clarke’s guns. 





First charge. Second charge. 


Calibres. Weight. Average weight. SS 


Powder in Ibs. | Powder in parts 
of the weight 


of the balls. 


and ounces, 


Powder in Ibs. 
and ounces. 





Powder in parts 
of the weight 
of the balls. 














' 
eg ee eee ia z | ~~ 
Pounds. | 
S2-MOUNAET ..c0cccccce covcscccosvcceseres as>ees 8,704 oe ee ecccereccees 28 0 H .666 21 0 .500 
De OMMEET cs sp och sank ease saoneeene Senbaesaeens 7,584 seccccescees 21 4 .666 16 0 -500 
BE-GUNGE ssc ns -sv ccs .v0cens 0008s s oe 000000 0% o's SedGD slob gine wasn oe 16 0 666 12 0 .500 
| | 





Remarks.—For each charge of each gun, two shot and two junk-wads. 

In examining these tables, we at once see a remarkable difference, in the great weapon of the two 
nations, to consist In the weights of the different calibres. 

42-pounders.—That of the American 42-pounder is 1,396 pounds heavier than that of the English, or 
heavier by about one-fifth of the English gun. 

32-pounders.—In the 32-pounders the differences are stili greater. The American 32-pounder is 
heavier than the heaviest English 52-pounder by 1,344 pounds—that is, heavier by one-fourth or one-fifth 
of the heaviest English 32-pounder, And the same American gun is heavier than the lightest English 


32-pounder by the enormous difference of 2,240 pounds; thus making the American 32-pounder about one- 
half or one-third heavier than the lightest English 32-pounder, (and this, it may be remarked, is the calibre 
that burst at Major Clarke’s foundery. ) 

24-pounders.—The English have as many as four different calibres of 24-pounders; the heaviest being: 
about equal in weight to that of the United States, and the lightest 1,147 pounds lighter than the Ameri- 
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‘an gun, Which is thus about one-fourth of the English gun heavier, and about 500 pounds heavier than 
the average weight of the four English 24-pounders. <A further view of calibres in English sea-coast 
artillery is not taken, as we have not as yet cast any 18-pounders. 

Thus, while the average weight of the three English calibres is but 5,392 pounds, that of the same 
three American calibres is 7,294 pounds. And as the principal of these calibres have near about the same 
length with the American guns, they must consequently have a thickness of metal considerably less; and 
hence (supposing the material and workmanship equal) the American gun, having a greater thickness of 
metal, would require and should sustain proof-charges propo: tionally greater than those for the English guns. 

The government of the United States, therefore, having, upon principle, and after due consideration, 
adopted a system of sea-coast artillery of a weight and thickness of metal considerably ereater than 
those in use in Great Britain for the same calibres, there would hence appear very powerful reasons why 
the American proof-charges should be greater than those in use for like calibres in the British empire. 
Yet, on examination, it is a matter of doubt which proof-charges are upon the whole the greater—those 
of Great Britain or of the United States. 

It is perceived, on examining these tables, that the English use two charges to each gun, with one 
shot and two high junk wads to each charge; that the Americans, in like manner, use two charges and 
two junk wads to each gun, differing from the English, however, in using two shot in cach charge. 

42-pounders.— As regards the English 42-pounder, it has the first charge of powder three pounds less 
than that of the United States for this calibre, and the second charge four pounds greater; but it should 
be remembered that that is 1,400 lighter than the American 42-pounder, 

32-pounders.—TVhe first charges of the American and English 32-pounders are about the same; but 
the second charge for this calibre of the English piece is 21 pounds 8 ounces, while that for the American 
piece is only 16 pounds; the latter gun being, notwithstanding, 2,240 pounds heavier than the lightest 
English 32-pounder, and heavier than the heaviest by 1,844 pounds. 

24-pounders.—The English 24-pounder has 18 pounds for the first charge, while that of the American 
gun of the same calibre has only 16 pounds for this charge; and in the second charge of this calibre the 
difference is still greater, the English charge being 6 pounds greater than the American, while it must 
not be forgotten that the American gun is 1,147 pounds heavier than the lightest English gun of this 
calibre, and 500 pounds heavier than the average weight of the English guns of this calibre. 

18-pounders.—With regard to the 18-pounder, the Americans have not yet finally fixed on the dimen- 
sions of this piece; but its proof-charges have been established to be in the same proportion as for the 
sea-coast artillery. The English first charge for this piece being 15 pounds, is 3 pounds heavier than the 
American second charge, which would make it two-thirds greater than the American second charge—the 
English being 15 pounds and the American 9 pounds. 

It thus appears that in Great Britain the proof-charges of powder are variant, being comparatively high 
with single shot; while in the United States the proof-charges of powder are uniform, but comparatively low 
with double shot, our artillery being much heavier, having greater thickness of metal. 

From all which we would conclude, with regard to the proof-charges, that they are far from being 
excessive, and ought not to be reduced; and this conelusion is confirmed by the able report, (marked L,) on 
the same subject, of Major General Macomb and Brigadier General Wool, who state: ‘‘ We believe there 
must have been some defect in the guns which did not stand the proof. The fact that so many guns 
have stood the prescribed proof at Bellona arsenal, as well as at every other foundery, is a strong pre- 
suinption that the proof to which the guns have been subjected is not too great.” 

If it be shown by these investigations that the proof-charges were not excessive, we have next the 
further question (under the second division of the subject) to examine, viz: 


Were the proof-charges accurately measured and correcily used by the inspectors? 


To make this examination, we must inquire, from the facts in the case— 

First, if the inspectors had the necessary ability, experience, and carefulness for the transaction of 
such business; and, second/y, if they were culpable, either from public or private motives. 

The inspectors were both selected for their general ability and experience. Those of the senior 
inspector were undoubted, and generally acknowledged. He had been selected to conmand in some of 
the most important stations in the army, the cadets at West Point, in the artillery school of practice at 
Fortress Monroe, and, lastly, for the command of one of the largest arsenals of munitions of war in the 
country, viz: that at Frankford, Pennsylvania. In the latter situations his information in the affairs of 
the ordnance, which was before more general, became now necessarily more particular, exact, and in 
detail; and he was in consequence selected to superintend the operations in inspection of cannon at the 
founderies. His rank, besides, to which the government, impressed with his abilities and services, had 
recently advanced him in the yrdnance department, gave him a claim to this position in the inspections. 

In ad@ition to these views of general ability and experience, the senior inspector had acquired much 


detailed experience in the proof of cannon immediately before proceeding with the July inspection of 


Major Clarke, in which seven guns were burst. The facts show that he had, before that inspection, 
inspected the other three founderies, and proved 118 cannon; and that without the slightest objection on 
the part of the founders, although one of them had nine cannon burst and four rejected. 

It must be remarked here, with regard to the bursting of these last-mentioned cannon, that the 
transaction shows, ina striking manner, the ability and experience manifested by the senior inspector, 
and their remarkable advantages to the government in the detection of defective cannon, and in the 
improvement in the manufacture which followed. 

The report shows two inspections at the Pittsburg foundery by the senior inspector, preceding the 
July inspection of Major Clarke. In the first, seven guns were burst, and in the second, two. But 
though the founders seem to have been satisfied, by the result, that the guns were of defective metal, 
yet they thought it well to be better assured of the fact, and accordingly presented, with thirty-one other 
cannon of superior metal, two of the metal of the burst guns. The inspectors knew nothing of any 
difference in the metal. The thirty-one cannon stood the proof, but the two, of different metal, burst; 
Which perfectly assured the founders of their defective metal—(See their letter on this subject, page 
485.) 

It is not, perhaps, possible to exhibit a stronger case going to establish ability, carefulness, experi- 
ence, and knowledge of his business, in an inspection of cannon. Here, without previously knowing 
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anything of the metal, he detected the existence of defective metal in two several instances, to the great 
advantage of the government, and the entire satisfaction of the founders. As a consequence, not a gun 
has burst at the foundery since, although the proof-charges have been since increased.—(On this subject, 
of the fitness of the inspector, see also the answers of G. Kemble, esq., page 489.) 

The senior inspector did not, therefore, appear at the Bellona arsenal withont much experience of a 
detailed and specific character in the proof of cannon. Having arrived at the foundery, how did he 
conduct himself? He requested Major Clarke to be present at the proof, as well as at all the operations 
preceding it. The regulations, all the preparatory operations, were proposed to be explained to him, to 
any extent he might desire. He had the power to step the proof or other operations at any moment, 
and to refer any point of objection to the proper department. Yet Major Clarke, having full power to 
stop the inspectors, either in the proof or in the initiatory operations, and to correct them in all points, 
did not do so, until they had proceeded to the extent noted in the facts. The conduct of the inspectors 
was in accordance with the regulations; it was formal, regular, and uniform. They proceeded, step by 
step, in the most detailed manner, especially in the second inspection, The proof of each barrel of powder 
is given in their tables, made upon the spot, and the exact amount, in pounds and ounces, of each of the 
proof-charges for cach gun, according to the strength of each barrel from which it was drawn, All this 
detailed information is given in the facts, which exhibit a laborious attention to particulars which would 
seem to leave no room to doubt of the exactness of the inspectors; and yet, in the July inspection, seven 
guns were burst out of the seventy-two proved. 

But if, in the first inspection in which the seven guns were burst, there was no reason to believe 
that the inspectors had committed errors in the proof, it was still less probable in the second inspection; 
in which (in consequence of the complaints made by Major Clarke about the result of the first inspection) 
unusual and extraordinary efforts were made by the inspectors to attain the greatest possible correctness 
in everything, and yet nine guns burst in the second inspection, out of the forty-two proved. 

We see in this second (or August) inspection at Major Clarke’s foundery the same laborious 
attention to minute details in the correspondence of the weight of all the charges with the proof of each 
barrel of powder, and with the tables of proof-charges furnished from this office. We see, also, that to 
please Major Clarke, and at his suggestion, cylinder instead of round shot were used; that the powder 
was proved and all the other operations performed in his presence; and that he was invited to see and 
to object freely to any and everything not clearly correct. Under such circumstances it does not seem 
possible that the inspectors could have committed an error in a matter so plain, and especially after so 
much conversation and complaint, on the part of the founder, because of the previous bursting. 

But why should we not consider the bursting to proceed not from a mistake, but from defective 
metal? Only a short time before we see that seven guns out of twenty burst at Pittsburg by the same 
inspectors and the same charges, the founders inferring, from the bursting, that it was In consequence of 
defective metal; and that they were right in this inference is proved by the fact that from that proving: 
they proceeded to improve their metal, and although two hundred and fifteen guns have been proved 
since with higher charges, not one has burst. Is there any difference between the case of Pittsburg, in 
which seven out of twenty burst, and that of Major Clarke, in which sixteen out of one hundred and 
fourteen burst? The Pittsburg founders did not, prior to the proof, certainly know of the existence of 
defective metal any more than did Major Clarke, but they (as the result showed) rightly inferred that 
from the proof; and why should we not make the same inference in the case of Major Clarke, who has 
also had eighty cannon proved since with higher charges, and without bursting? The cases are 
precisely alike; only in the former the proof-charges are admittcd by the founders to be the tests of the 
ewoodness of the metal, which the subsequent proofs of two hundred and fifteen guns have confirmed; and 
in the latter they are denied by Major Clarke to be so upon vague, indefinite, and general grounds. 

But if it be shown that the inspectors had the necessary ability, experience, and carefulness for the 
transaction of such business, it becomes necessary next to inquire if they were cu/pable either from public 
or private motives. And here it should be remarked, that no accusation of the kind has been even 
distantly alluded to against them. Universally acknowledged by all who know them to be correct and 
honorable in all things, wholly unconnected in their pecuniary relations with the other three founders 
and with the other departments of the ordnance, it is impossible even to suppose that they could be 
influenced by unworthy motives. 

I have the honor to be, sir, your obedient servant, 


~ 


tr. BOMFORD, Colonel of Ordnance. 
Hon. J. R. Pornserr, Secretary of War. 
P. S.—All the papers not named in the above report, and having reference to the subject, are also 
herewith transmitted, marked as follows: Nos. 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, 12, 18, 14, 15, 16, 17, 18, 19, 
20, 21, 22, 23, and 24. 
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A.—INSPECTION OF CANNON, BELLONA FOUNDERY, AUGUST 7, 1834. 


Dimensions and proof of forty-two 32-pounder iron cannon, manufactured by Major John Clarke, Bellona 


Joundery, for the United States. 
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SG cosuveacobenss ooh eowers — 22.35 15.00 13.51 11.25 2. 42,30 57.12 | 114,33 | 107.85 
ee ee SbiEwenbas 22.32 15.00 13.50 11,25 2, 42.30 | 57.18 114.17 | 107.78 
MGB sexasenees bbGt nae hekusesnsenis 29.33 15.00 13.50 11.20 2. 42.95 | 5705 | 114.20 107.76 
369*...... SS ee sseeeeseen 22.31 15.00 13.50 {| 11.24 2, 42.35 | 57.10 | 114.18 | 107.76 
Bie ence ccorceaekeseetabennsosess. 22.32 | 15.00 | 13.51 11.15 2. 42.25 | 57.04 | 114.20 } 107.85 


* Burst first fire. t Burst second fire. 



































Variation allowed. 





Number of gun. 


B29. cece cccces 


BIO. cecccscevcccccccccvcccce cocces 
331 


BIZ. cc00e 


BBS. vecccccccscccccccccccceccececs 
BBA. cocccccccccccvees sovccsccscce! 
BBS. woccercccccccccccccecccces secs 


337 
BET wcccccercccccccccesecevecs sens 


BIB, caceccccccccecs 


i iisinvisaiiaaiicnicn tees! 


342... 


eee meee eeeereeseeeeeesesees) 


345. | 
346.. 
S07... 


5D. wecece 


351, 


Ue opaieiedeassiee's sine paseenaneennt 
353. 
a08* 6% 


355. vos 


Pee eee wees meee erase eeeeeeeees, 
Pee er eeee oerereresesererces! 
eeeeeeeens 


= LY adore ee 


358* 


Seat we eee eee seeseeeese 
Peewee eres ereeeeeres senses eee 


DO. beGweaweee-e ee teen ee eeeeee sees! 


363. 
364. .... renee eee eee ee 


Qer | 
DOO asked Ovwes de saele eee peselsesitisle 


ee eeeeseeeeeee! 
| 
} 
Cee e ee eee caesar eee eeseee sees: 
| 


BOifisen ee keasecesauiseeuessesccces| 


STOPS Gc sixiuicmsnvancwarweeeccssas| 


i 
{ 


TESTING AND PROVING CANNON. 


A.—Inspection of cannon, Bellona foundery 


More orless | Less, 
20, more, . 


| 
| 
| 
i 


Length of the chase, including | 
the muzzle. 


K P. 
| GH. Diameter of the trunnions. 


} 
| 
{ 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


57.00 | 


fos) 


56.87 
56.77 
57.05 


57.00 


6.40 
6,41 
6.41 
6.40 


57.05 6.40 
57.07 6.41 
57.10 6.40 
57.02 6.40 


57.12 
57.08 
57.10 
57.00 
57.20 
56.84 
57.08 
57.11 
57.10 
57.02 
57.00 
57.14 
57.09 
57.13 
57,08 
57.13 
57.05 
57.06 
57,22 
57.16 
57.05 
57.02 6 40 
57.20 6.40 
57.23 | 6.40 
57.02 6.40 
57.07 6.40 
57.12 6.40 
57.21 6.39 
57.12 6.41 


6.40 
6.41 
6.41 
6.40 
6.40 
6.40 
6.40 
6.41 
6.40 
6.41 
6.40 
6.40 
6.40 
6.40 
6.40 
6.40 
6.40 
6.40 
6.40 
6.40 
6.40 


57.21 6.39 
56.99 6.40 
57.15 6.40 


57.08 
57.16 


6.40 
6.40 


* Burst first fire. 


.04; 


00. 


More, .20; Above,. 


less, .10 | below, 


Position of the trunnions above or below 
the axis of the bore. 


J g. Length of the trunnions. 


6. ORO AxISs)| ccs.cccueess 





' More, .04; 
! less, .00. 





| ‘ 
P P. Diameter of the bore. 


a 
cS 
= 





-00 
.04 
-04 
07 
-10 
08 
.00 
.00 
16 

05 
.05 
.05 
05 
.00 
20 
+05 
05 
00 
00 
-06 


IMA ANAARHR 


a 


AAAAIONH 


DPAADND 


AAAAR DH 
oO 
or 


.10 
oll 
PS Wy 
anh 
-06 


AAGSAAGD 
- 
a 


| RT 
6. | .05 
.04 

.06 
| .05 
| 6. | .03 
| 6. | .03 
6. .08 
6. Jl 
6. .00 
: 07 
- A 


6 
6 
6. -00 
6 
6 


2) 


. | 04 


| Correct....! 


jeeeeOrcceee, 


fancedOteesss 


feswod@eceace| 
weslOedceaet 


| raise Ove siee'e 


lense Qudeades 


sive atae asl 


Lacan Qocnene 
Keener eigeas 
a oe 
iedorsates 


[csasllenennel 
HeecedOavaicee| 
joseedOveceee 


Boocu C acaepe 


= “So 
leecil@ecaves 
gain scree 


[eee edO.eeeee| 


becectlOucccns 
| 


false Oe sacs 
{ 


| 


VeccichOmcccecat 


bv acialNaiena| 





leace@Pcseece| 


lucecO@eccses| 


esAOssvees! 


feceedO.cccee| 


| 
lcosnOecenas! 


6.44 
6.44 
6.44 
6.44 
| 6.44 
| 6.45 

6.44 
6.45 
6.45 
6.44 
6.44 
6.41 
6.45 
6.45 
6.42 
6.44 
6.43 
6.44 
6.42 
6.44 
6.43 
6.43 
6.45 
6.45 
6.43 
6.45 
6.42 
6.43 
6.45 
6.42 
6.45 
6.42 
6.43 
6.44 
6.45 
6.45 
6 44 
6.44 
6.43 
6.43 
6.44 
6.43 


| 


| 


Continued. 


More, .05. | More or less, More orless, 
} 20. .20, 
| 








Position of thie verit, interior. 


| Diameter of the vent. 





{ 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 








£20 6.204 1.602 
.20 C5 3 1.70 
.20 6.25 | 1.50 
£20 6.25 1.66 
20 | 6.20 | 1.63 
.20 | 6.20 1.70 
20 =| «6.20 | 1.63 
20 06|~—(«6.20 1.60 


20 «=| ~~ «6.20 
20 | 6,22 
20 2=«| (6.25 
200 | 
20 | 6.21 | 
.20 
.20 
£20 


1.65 
1.60 
1.65 
1.60 
1.68 
1.60 
1.65 
1.60 
1.60 
1.58 
1.70 
1.65 
1.65 
1.60 
| 1.50 
1.60 
1.50 
1.69 
1.65 
1.65 
1.80 
1.75 
1.60 
1.62 
1.60 
| 1.60 
| 1.65 
1.60 
1 60 
1.65 
1.64 
1.64 
er 
1.60 
1.58 


20 
.20 
20 
20 


20 


a 
woe 
o 


20 
.20 | 
20 8 6| 6.20) | 
200 | 
.20 
20 
200 | 
.20 
20 | 6.20 
20 
.20 
.20 6.20 
.20 
.20 
.20 
.20 6.20 
20 6.20 
.20 6.20 
.20 6.20 
.20 








¢ Burst second fire. 








4Y4 


Number of gun. 





MILITARY AFFAIRS. 





A.—Inspeetion of cannon, Bellona foundery—Continued., 


‘Weight of the!) Ring l 


| gun, 7,540. 





ores. 


| 
EOD eee EE er ean b sas a 7,550 | .07 
Ba pereeesohea uh cewnee sa 7,552 | £05 
Bel cccshaerckee seek aonbeeobeses 7,548 | 04 
=e aR ee ete ee uaeeuled 7,530 | .10 
i acs ckannion 7.554 | 02 
Dah own ueuessocnnsnesn 00sesees 7,548 | 00 
Ras eee aa EE ee ecu neoaeehe | 7,550 | .00 
a cbosseapeoekuessn sence 7,552 .00 
Ca ese (See Y 10 
BS. cu weno us onde obese 00a sees 5 7,502 .00 
BID. ccccccccces eves ccoscccscce . 7,546 7 
BAD csssesewe cans shbbeasesaveast 7,542 .03 
Biles ccecce.cexbseeeea>s 7,538 | .00 
erie ue omied | 7,567 | .00 
Science, |= CY .04 
ee oer oercsee weremen oe 7,557 |} .06 
SiS G-nccswenssvovnseeness poeee ct 7,559 | .02 
BAG acs seeusenescwes Pe seccenciet 7,555 .03 
ee ee eee ee 03 
BIRL SS Genews peLubese senen 7,540 .02 
BID. nate besos on seeees been 7 00 
BG Est causuwacca chose busestne 7 C0 
=| ee cEwnene eee vieet % 07 
<< PETS see beeeene® ° 7, 560 .03 
353. Sune eeeseneese 7,548 .06 
eee eee ene a. 04 
Dddeese0e 0000 900000 20000 ecccece 7,900 .02 
DOR. cscs e0sdun bees 6e0ses.oe00s 7,548 j .00 
Pee res eee eee igloee 7,556 04 
Biamtceesncuaseeresisexers ies 7,546 00 
Rae or elesishensemnls Seenees 7,550 .00 
Be J onntnccecneies waapenecsene 7,532 .00 
BELO AG EEEpeRsabes css oaenenes ; 7,548 .00 
BSA eCEo Rua aie can csennes . 7,552 .00 
itt cerca boun rem puseswieseeuken 7,552 .00 
ERLE Se LL poaawaseeeseoescs Rn 7,538 .02 
365*...02 per ee uSee Sessebee 7,530 .00 
DEB ic cecebaeeessekeacnin 7,534 00 
DOI Tab esee renee 000s pabebnenba 7,550 | ,02 
SEB. .00 cece cece covcscesescecs 7,538 .02 
WADE. los pcesceenesscabbewaee 7,546 .00 
BI0* , coccccccvcceccsccecccccees 7,540 .00 





* Burst first fire 


Proof range | 


of powder. 


yards, 
or 
Qi 
295 
273 
273 

273 

225 


276 


to 
w = 
cr ts 


tw 
> we 
or cr 


or wm wo or ¢ 


> 3 2 


re) 


MNHNNWNONONHNNNHONNNNYH NYSED YD WD WW W W W W W Ow Ow Ow Ow 
222 22 Om ® W 2 @ L i? DQ POonmnoemes! wv vw 2} &® &e 2 ow wo ri © 
i i a i oo a) or et OM CO > aS) a —  —  S] 


| 
| 


First proof. 


Weight of 


Weight of 





charge, shot. 
| bs. oz. Ibs. 02 
; 17 133 | 66 3 
| 215 | 6 7 
17 133 66 4 
| 17 133 | 66 00 
| 17 133 | 66 7 
| 215 | 66 6 
| i a4 | 66 2 
| a7 433 66 3 
| &f 5 66 6 
2165 66 5 
19 4 65 14 
19 4 66 4 
|; 20 1 66 10 
20 1 | 5 1 
/ 19 4 | 66 4 
| 6. ay 4 (65. 4 
1 og 4 | 6 1 
| a 4 | 66 13 
19 4 | 66 00 
17 11 «| ~=«66 «(00 
20 1 66 00 
2 1 | 66 00 
Wi |) (666 
21 4 | 66 00 
2 4 «=| «66 6 
7 9 66 00 
175 65 14 
foe 66 2 
7S 66 00 
iy F 66 9 
iy s 66 00 
i” 9 66 6 
eo Bee 9 66 00 
| a7 7 66 00 
a oe 65 10 
i ae 65 12 
21 4 66 4 
iG 5 66 12 
175 66 10 
i7 30 | Sy %& 
17 10 67 6 
17 10 66 6 





Proof range 
of powder. 


yards. 
276 
27 
276 
276 
276 
273 


269 


276 
269 
269 
269 
276 
269 
269 
226 
276 
269 
279 
276 
279 
276 
279 
276 
279 
261 


245 


261 


Peer ee tere ence 


ee ee ee eeeseaeelie 


261 
261 
261 


245 


se eeeeeeeeeses 





| 


Seeond proof, 


Weight of 





Weight of 





charge. shot. 
lus. oz. lbs. oz. 
13 5 65 12 
13° 5 66 2 
13° 5 65 9 
3 5 66 7 
13 5 65 14 
13° 63 66 4 
13 10 66 2 
13 5 | 6 6 
13 10 66 00 
13 10 | 65 10 
1310 | 66 4 
135 | 66 00 
13-90. | %68) 2 
13 10 | 66 00 
615 | 66 4 
3 5 | 6 1 
13 10 | 66 12 
13 3: | 66 00 
13 5 | 66 4 
is St | 86 7 
35 | 61 
13 3: | 66 4 
13 5 | 66 6 
3 3: | 68 4 
142 | 66 00 
1414 | 66 90 


se ewee ears eese sone 


sere eeee 


14 2 66 00 
142 | 66 OV 
1442 | 66 00 
4 2 | 6 4 
14 14 66 00 
142 66 00 
1414 | 66 4 
is 4 | 67 6 


seer eres eesens 


Sere sere eeseee 








¢ Burst second fire. 


ReMARKS.—Fifty-eight guns were presented and inspected, although only 42 appear on this report, the proof having at that number been discontinued 


at the notice of the founder, 


eight charges for the second fire drawn from Bellona arsenal, was of Dupont’s manufacture : 


three successive periods see table below. 


Nos. 336, 354, 357, 358, 360, 365, 369, and 370, broke on the first, and 367 on the second fire. é 
for charges and ranges see face of the return, for proof of 
The powder was most carefully proved on the ground by the inspectors, and the charges weighed by them in 


The powder used, except 


presence of the founder. 367, which broke on the second fire, was charged with 14 Ibs. 140z. of Bellona powder, marked range 194, and re-proof 245 yards. 
The exterior finish and general appearance of these guns was not of that degree of excellence which night be attained by proper care and skill; 


ac and b 6 exceed the variation allowed below the prescribed dimension generally; kk, DK, D P, and F P, generally above. 
aaand b 8, the errors pointed out last year have been corrected. 


With the exception of 


The founder ascribes the failure of his guns to excessive proving charges; the inspectors entertain a different opinion, and ascribe the result to 
defect either in the metal! or the manner of working it, in which they were sustained by the nature of the fractures ; specimens were preserved, and have 
been since submitted to experienced fo inders, who, without knowing anything of the circumstances, or whence they came, at once decided that the 
metal was good, but had been injured, and rendered unfit for gun metal in melting and casting; that the result arises from this cause cannot be doubted, 


when it is remembered that the cannon at other founderies are subjected to the like proof, and, for the past year, without failure, 
were charged with two round shot, and the others with one cylindrical shot; for the weight of which se 








face of the report. 


The last three guns 


The founder presented 637 32-pounder shot: of which were rejected 37 for being plugged, 65, cavities exceeding allowance, 2, too small, and 1, too 


large ; 
lock-piece of the guns. 
Respectfully subinitted, 


532 received, average weight of which was 33 Ibs, 7 oz. 


The true point of sight was determined, and marked at the swell of the muzzle and 


W. J. WORTH, Brevet Lieut. Col., Maj. of Ordnance, Inspector. 
WM. MAYNADIER, Lieut., Assistant Inspector of Ordnance. 





Table showing the proof-range of each barrel of powder used in the foregoing inspection, by the proofs in the 


R29 


at Frankford arsenal and at Bellona foundery at the time of use. 























years of 1829 and 1833, 
Number of barrel. Proof range | Proof range | Proof range Number of barrel. | Proof range | Proof range | Proof range 

| of 1829. of 1833. of 1834, |} | of 1829. | of 1833, of 1834. 
sl ocakiiateviaccttiuces a3] | 225 at 2 Sere vesipinlelel oss | 226 276 
Mii atetcnsedt Nine 310 235 PR ceccscasssammnasszcinn! 280 | 226 242 
100. .0006 BEER eA Mecenine'y 272 226 221 | MODS awe sanes os bewenannl 300 | 235 979 
Blew eoh se useatw sci 291 229 255 | 110..... shaisiaiockas tate 307 | 297 284 
IDS CRESS Len besesKabehea xc j 287 230 276 | LIQ. ceeesecseceeees ooveceoe | 269 | 225 284 
We ccabcbscosbe sense ner 267 | 227 226 | LUA Lo sunnGensaeesueneness 267 | 230 225 
105....0+ oeeeseccseecscs sens | 300 | 231 | 273 || SSB .ececcseeeee steer eneees 4 ee *245 
LOB -ceeors patelebuieews Sse — 276! 225 | B79) ll, MED see awareness ors, RIO’ “\pagseasnseess *261 

Pe 








* Drawn from Bellona foundery of necessity, and used for second charges. 








—— 

















1837.] 


Variation allowed, | 





TESTING 


B—INSPECTION OF CANNON, BELLONA FOUNDERY, JULY 
Dimensions and proof of 72 32-pounder iron cannon, manufactured for the Unitec 
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$5 | 36 | gsé 
8 } « | e 
6.30 | 5.00 | 21.92 
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6.31 
6.33 
6.35 
6.30 
6.31 
6.35 
6.35 
6.30 
6.34 
6.39 
6.38 
6.37 
6.30 
6.37 
6.34 
6.40 
6.35 
6.40 
6.41 
6.48 
6.40 
6.30 
6.35 
6.35 
6.31 
6.33 
6.35 
6.30 
6.30 
6.32 
6.31 
6.31 
6.31 
6.36 
6.35 
6.28 
6.30 
6.33 
6.41 
6.338 
6.30 
6.31 
6.36 
6.35 
6 30 
6 35 
6.30 
6.30 
6.30 
6.29 
6.30 
6.30 
6.30 
6.30 
6.38 
6.35 
6,32 
6.40 
6 35 
6.30 
6.30 
6.35 
6.40 
6.40 
6.42 
6.40 
6.39 
6,39 
6.40 
6.30 
6.31 


5.04 
5.04 


S 
cD 


© n on ON 
2 o + 
© a wo 


5.00 
5.07 
5.10 
Sm 
5.10 | 
5.14 | 
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5.20 | 
5.20 
5,18 
So 
ao 
5.20 
5.20 
20 
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5.15 
5.20 
5.05 
20 
§.15 
5.20 
§.20 
5.10 
5.12 
5.20 
5.18 | 
5.15 
5.10 
5.15 
5.15 
5.12 
| 3.12 
5.20 
5.20 
5.18 
5.11 
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21.70 
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S 


21.84 
21.80 
21.76 
21.80 
21.75 
21.90 
21.80 
21.75 
21.82 
SED 
21.80 
21.80 
21.78 
21.70 
St. 71 
21.70 
ora) 
21.70 
21.70 














Diameter not turned—More, 
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-205 less, .05. 


Diameter be- 
fore the rimba- | 


ses, 00. 


it. 


AND PROVING CANNON. 


495 





18, 1833. 


1 States by John Clarke, esq. 





Diameter at 
the end of rein 


| foree, 19.50. 


kk. 





20.60 
20.60 1 
20.68 
20.60 
20.60 
20.60 
20.60 
20.62 


| 
| 
| 
20.55 | 
| 
| 


20.60 
20.60 
20.68 
20.60 
20.60 
20.60 
20.60 
20.62 
20.55 
20.59 
20.54 
20.64 
20.60 
20.60 
20.64 
20.58 
20.60 
20.60 
20.65 
20.59 
20.57 
20.61 
20.66 
20.61 
20.55 
20.60 
20.60 
20.66 
20.55 
20.56 
20.56 
20.60 
20.59 
20.52 


20.60 


90.59 

20.54 

20.64 | 
20.60 | 
20.60 | 
20.64 
20.58 
20.60 
20.60 
20.65 
20.59 
20.57 
20.61 
20.66 
20.61 
20.55 
20.60 
20.60 
20.66 
20.55 
20.56 
20 56 
20.60 
20.59 
20.52 


20.60 


20.55 20.55 
20.55 20.55 
20.55 20 55 
20.53 20.53 


20.56 
29.58 
20.58 
20.60 | 
20.67 
20.54 
20.60 
20.50 
20.60 
20.55 | 
20.60 i 
20.50 
20.53 
20.58 
20.50 
90.58 | 
20.60 
20.60 | 
20.60 | 
20.60 
20.63 
20.60 
20.58 
20.60 
20.61 
20.62 
20.60 
20.60 
20.60 
20.60 
20.60 
20.55 
20.60 


20.56 
20.58 
20.58 
20.60 
20.67 
20.54 
20.60 
20.50 
20.60 
20.55 
20.60 
20 50 
20.53 
20.58 
20.50 
20.58 
20.60 
20.60 
20.60 
20.60 
20.63 
20.60 
20.58 
20.60 
20.60 
20.62 
21) 60 
20.60 
20.60 
20.60 
20.60 
20.55 


20.60 
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ee eoee 
ee eeseeesee 
eee tees ceee 


sveeeeessees 
eees eeserses 


eeee cess sees 
[ae creas eees 
leeeeeeceeeee| 
seer eeeecsss| 
tees eecevens 
ee ee eeeees 
secon eveees 
eeee cee sees 
|eeeeee coeee 
Oe es 
eee 
eeeereeereres 
ee 
ee ee 
eeeeereee as 
seeees cesses 
Peet seer tees 
eeeeeereeeee 
eenee eeeeee 
Cee reer ease 
eeeee cesses 


eeeereseseee 


19.: 
19.58 
19.5 
19.4 
19.5 
19.5 
19.45 


19.5 
19.50 
19,47 
9.50 
19,42 
19,50 
19.50 
19.45 
19,50 
19,47 
19,52 
19.50 
.48 
19,52 
9.40 
.00 
19,41 
19.45 
19.45 
19.50 
19,42 
19,50 
19.45 
19.5 
19.56 
19.51 
19.50 
19,50 
19.50 
19.50 
19,44 
19.50 
19.50 
19 50 
19.50 
19.50 
19.48 
19.50 
19,48 
19,42 


Diameter at 


a F 





5 
Sf us 
= 
= a2 
= 
h 
es 
a) 


‘aos 
t=. 
gas 
2s 
= sO) 
ee 
i ed 
Ae 2 

Q 
efZa 

= 3 
ar) 
& 





19.05 
18.97 
19.00 
19.00 
19.00 
18.96 
19.00 
19.00 
18.96 
19.00 
19.04 
18.90 
19.00 
19.00 
19.05 
18.98 
18.99 
19.10 
18.93 
19.00 
18.90 
19.15 
18.90, 
19.00 
19.00 
19.02 
19 05 
19.10 
19.00 
19.09 
19.00 
19.00 
19.00 
19.00 
19.11 
19.98 
19.10 
19.05 
19.68 
19.00 
19.06 
19.09 
19,12 
19.10 
19.02 
19,00 
19,00 
19.00 
19.00 
19.05 
19 00 
19.02 
19.05 
19.08 
19.06 
19.08 
19.06 
19.00 
19.06 
19.00 
19.00 
19.00 
19.00 
19.00 
19.08 
19 00 
19.00 - 
18.90 
19.00 
18.90 
19.05 
19.00 


} 13,50 
| 13.20 
13.15 
13.10 
13 25 
13.20 
13.18 
13.20 
13.20 
13.21 
13.25 
13.08 
13,20 
13.26 
13.26 
| 13,21 
13.20 
13,20 
13.20 
| 13 20 
| 12,21 
13.15 
13.08 
13.20 
13.20 
13.20 
13.10 
13.20 
13.16 
13.05 
13.17 
13.10 
13,19 
13,20 
13.14 
| 13.10 
13.15 
12.96 
13.14 
13.12 
13.05 
13.25 
13.15 
13.11 
13.18 
13,10 
13.10 
13.15 
13.15 
13.20 
13.15 
13.10 
13.10 
13.15 
13 12 
13,18 
13.10 
13.10 
13,12 
13.12 
13.16 
13,20 
13.20 
13.15 
| 13.16 
13.10 
13.18 
13.10 
| 13.11 
13.11 
13.16 
| 13.12 








* Burst first fire. 


t Burst second fire. 
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Variation allowed. | 


Number of gun. 


Cais Ribee seks Ktshnb oeeeesenes 
RaDssenbeneese  e-Sben none oeeees 
- 1 eT ys ee eekeseenee 
260.... Se ere he 
261 65000000 e000 cece pohaee 
DEP. c cc seee cess syekue easeb babes 
DOsicck soees Seeeee eben eee 
REE cs ovens oecepene os 
DES .cccce sence ° 

BS con bebeh anese ae sane weees 
SEB « concencs pose ccesce ccoesees 
BGO nnncss550 500800 000000'ss000 
BID ces chknss sbeewe se) eseieeees® 
Bid <cks ve: wheesn's panes 

ft) Sy eT TTY ELE ieekubne 
Pip. ene nk ones aeennee pahse beens 
BiAccsiccce sosnb been o0se oes 
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Pip ssenee eeee eeee eeees 
DIB. coccccesvcee sovce 

Ridinces sence $06 0900 0b00 2506 
D7B .cccce cocece voce ceccee sean 
QTD 00: ce ccee seccce ‘bees 
280 ..cccee ° sabese bach snes 
QEl ..ccceccccccces ° 

982 cece cces veces eT eee 
DEB*. ccccce seccercoes seses 
DEL. wccccccce cote ° 
DE5*. cecccccces secvcccce cocce 
DED cscesanne eyes ese 
RET ce pnweeosbseeses wane ceeceses 
OD skeen $00 sc000s dcns eens 
BPD scans © secce 

7 | YER eae ooe0ee ecco 

292 teoanns Sse cekeaweebese 
POS cncnece 00 «0000 08 66.4000 0000 
TOE css ccves oe Pr ere eoce 
PEP peashased ssSe-cows este 
BUD s un ckebhsbond.voes sees cae oe 
PUNciass bkbnahendstben shaneses 
298 bbeebe eae oo oe 
EP cunwbes Obs Shee seeessckaews 
Die Lobb babees whoa Seeseubasease 
J) RE ee ae esce 
Dun Ssuxebeo buen saaeesebe anes 
DUD sGsunes beh 30668) 00k5>0 oe 
_) Beep ey ° 

DUS skbesieed binsene oe . 
DOG 0.000 2000 c000cs c0sece cece cece 
< | eee oe cocecccccces® 

BG". capeescns > . 
BOD .cccce cercccee coceseveces 
310. oe coccce ccccecccce 
Sli sees 200 c0cecccces eoeves 
Die sesnc cheb aeasensoen 

DLS ueeb bene shen bese <esbes sees 


B14 cccnccccccreccvesecs cscs cece 


BIS... 


BIG .c cee voce cocccecccccess sees 
BID. ceccccecee cove cccccscveres 


320f... 


B21. ccce ccs covcee cocceecerces 


DIZ.cce 000cses soccer cece ceeves 
BIB 000 ccccce cove ccoecces oe ccee 


B24. ccccccccccccscee 


TAS 0000 cocceecces covcce cece cece 
F2B .cccccvceecoeseree sbewions 
S27 20 cccccecces ee eee 


SWB cccceccccce covceecce: covece 


MILITARY AFFAIRS. 


B.—Inspection of cannon, Bellona foundery—Continued. 


= 
= 
ro) 
FS] 
a 
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let of casc 


5.37 


36 


Diameters turned, .05. 











Diameter of the 


Diameter of the 
plane of the muzzle, 


: E 
2 3 9 
eo = 
22,32 15.02 
22.34 15.00 
22.40 15.00 
22.31 15.00 
22.37 15.00 
22.33 15.00 
22.37 15.00 

2.37 15.00 


t> Ww 


15.00 
14,93 
31 15.01 
30 15.01 
30 15.00 
35 15.00 
: 15.05 
28 15.00 
15.00 
335 15.00 
as | 15.00 
31 15.00 
oe 15.00 
15.00 
26 15.00 


mw tw lo 


wy 19 to 


py tw) vo 
mw Ww Ww MW Ww WW 
or 


19 3 


to 





32 15.00 
31 14.98 


Mm MO Ww 0 WO WM Ww & Ww 
1) 


mw ywyerynw 


22.30 15.00 
22.40 15.00 
22,30 14.98 
22.30 15 04 
22.30 14.96 
22.30 15.00 


32 15.09 
. 30 14.96 
14.98 
oo 15.00 
15.00 
15.00 
39 15.03 
14.96 
15.00 
30 15.02 
15.00 


mo MM WM & 
Ww 


tw 
S 


27 UNHHNDN NDE 
S 2NNYNYE 
38 
D 


t 
& 


~ w 
— 


we 
Q 
o 


ym pw w 
wonn é& 
~ 

oO 





22.° 15.00 
22.32 15.00 
22,30 15.00 
22.3 15.00 
22.31 15.00 
22.28 15.00 


w te 
x 


2 15.00 
22.28 15.00 
22.32 15.00 
22.32 15.00 
222i 15,00 


22 30 15.00 
22.31 15.02 
22.32 15.00 


Mw 
© 
2 
~' _ 
me OF 
ce 
x Ss 


Diameter of the 


13.5 
13. 


13 


13. 
13.5 
13.+ 


13.- 
13 5 
13.5: 
13.5 
13.¢ 


13:5 
13.4 
13. 


13 


iS: 
13.5 


13.5 
13.5 
13:3 
13.5 
13.4? 


13.5 


13 
13 


13.-+ 
13.50 
13.5 
13.4 
13.é 
13.50 


13 


13.¢ 
13,3 
13:2 


13 





Width of the breech- 


plate band, 2.00. 


DF. 


= 
be 
r—) 
wm ww vo & 
a a — 
es 6 686 


wo 
i 
o 


2.00 


wt %w~ 19 
eceo 
sss 


ig | 
> 
Co 


Ss 
wwe 
ae 

S 


_ 
- 
ar 
Qo 
eo & & 
oo 


x= 
o 


_ 
Ge 
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11.20 
11.25 


11,20 


me 
— 
wm 9 
o 
www 
cs ¢ 
co fo 


wonnnvnnwn 
esecoeoeooesoososes 
SscsccpceegzeeESESGCSSES 


or 
Or 
wo wo yYwnvnnne 


2.00 
2.00 
2.00 
11.35 2,00 


] 


ag 


11.40 2,00 
11.30 2,00 
11,33 2, 


ae 
—_ 
= 
~ ~t 
o 9 
eo @ 6 
os 6 


11.35 


DG. 


From the rear of breech- 


wm ote oe ee 
wnwnn wo Ww 


— 


www nvnn wo vw 


tm te 


plate band to the rear of) 


we Ww Ww WW 


42 20 





trunnions 


ct 
i 


.3) 


20 


42,32 
42.18 
42.20 
42.22 
42,20 
42,20 
42 25 
42.20 
42.26 
42.35 
42,30 

.28 


we te oe ob 
ww Ww % 


~~ tb 


Ce ee ee 


oe he te tk 


oY nHNw ny w 


—_ 
we wy 


wow nw Ww Ww WH WD 


ow Ww NH WON WS 


20 


2.20 
2.20 


20 
19 
10 


20 
20 
10 
20 


12 


mw voip o 
oo 


> 


10 


plate band to end of rein. : 


DK. From the rear of breech- 
force, 57.00. 


97.20 
507.30 
57.20 
07,20 
57.35 
07.35 
57.10 
57.21 
57.40 
57.35 
57.30 
57.20 
Hy ps bay 
57.25 
57.05 
57.18 
57 10 
57.05 
57.10 
57.04 
57.20 


57,00 


57.10 
57.10 
57.10 
57.12 
57.20 
57.00 
57.00 
57.10 
57.10 
07.20 
57.10 
57.18 
57.20 
57.10 
57.15 
57.00 
57,15 
57.05 
57.15 
57.15 
57.20 
57.10 
57.20 
57.10 
57.00 
57.05 
57.00 
$7.15 
57.15 
57.10 
57 10 
57.00 
57.12 
57.10 
57.00 
57.20 
57.10 
57.20 
57.18 
57.15 
57.00 
57.10 
57.10 
07.10 








¢t Burst sccond fire. 


* Burst first fire. 














——— 
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Variation allowed. 


Number of gun. 


DBD. .ccveccccceccee rcccere 

DEL vinconie seine eee occeinesiseee 
DG2..ccccscccescse cocescece 
OG: sos 0: eee eee 6 cece tence 


aia eiir uctiiada ee ces: 
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ra 
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to wy wd 
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© 
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S 


Fee ee meee sees Ceeeee teneee 


to 2 


3 


= 


Peewee ee meres weeesesees | 


© 
w 


FO rome reees wenees seeeee 


mow 


DOD eaemene seins ecae eet 
OR ERO OR 
a OL Ne 


MIU sioiaisip: saa noose naib eaten 


WS Winn seceseeasee Lessee ees 
WAU Wiaineaicvad <cieciveleeienesaenwele 
SU diaisleldrepa'eee sees eaiseu seis 
3)2* 


See eeeeeeee seee ere verses 


DAG ewisieiars: bis weisleleitve cnineleecee's 


| 


OU séeane tees cose 
322 


323 


Cee ee sees 
see eee - 0 cece cece secc eens 
Chee ee eee corres sees ereece 
er eee eee ee ee es 
Tet eee we eeee eens sees sess 
See weer cere wevens 


“gy 
327.6 Tee ee eer eee ee seee sees 


G2O iwicssnoe 





TESTING AND PROVING CANNON. 


' : feo : 
3.— Inspection of cannon, Bellona foundery-—Continued. 





band to the muzzle, 


DP. From the rear of bre 


114.20 
114.30 
114.20 
114.20 
114.25 
114.05 
114.25 
114,30 
114.32 
114,40 
114.30 
114,20 
114,20 
114,28 
114,30 
114,30 
114,34 
114,25 
114.30 
114.35 
114,30 
114,35 
114,20 
114,25 
114,20 
114.30 
114,25 
114,20 
114.30 
114 30 
114,20 
114.25 
114,25 
114.35 
114.20 
114 30 
114.20 
114,25 
114,15 
114.25 
114.25 
114.20 
114,25 
114,30 
114.35 
114.15 
114,15 
114,28 
114,15 
114,15 
114,25 
114,22 
114,25 
114,28 
114.15 
114.10 
114,24 
114 10 
114.25 
114,25 
114.15 
114.25 
114,28 
114.30 
114.25 


& S 
ois 
a 
_ 
oe 
= 0 
> 2 
- © 
-- 
a 
ee 
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107.70 
107.7 
107.69 
107.60 
107.64 
107.60 
107.65 
107.60 
107.68 
107.60 
107.62 
107.70 
107.65 
107.64 
107.65 
107.60 
107.70 
107.70 
107.80 
107.80 
107.65 
107.60 
107.80 
107.70 
107.70 
107.68 
107.72 
107.73 
107.70 
107.73 
107.75 
107.66 
107.75 
107,80 
107.75 
107.80 
107.70 
107.80 
107.75 
107.80 
107.75 
107.75 
107.80 
107.75 
107.70 
107.80 
107.80 
107.85 
107,80 
107.80 
107.80 
167.75 
107.90 
107.70 
107.70 
107 70 
107.75 
107.70 
107.70 
107.80 
107.65 
107.70 
107.75 
107.85 
107.70 
107.70 
107.80 
107.75 
107.70 
107.20 
107.80 
107.80 


Length of the chase, in- | 


cluding the muzzle, 


57.00 





| 


=) 
~ 
cS 


56.95 
57.05 


Sido 


56.85 
57.10 
57.00 
56.90 
56.85 
56.90 
57.05 


56.90 


on 


iss) 8 


or oy 


16 


oo or Go & 
~2 -2 32 «= 
— OOo & 
oe 


n 


or oy 


“ro s) st 82 
wo 
o 


an 


-10 


AA 2 SD 2 2 2) 
Nn sta QoQ a 2 
= a Ns 
uv S a o 


a tn 
~ s) 5 
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or 


57.15 
57.20 
57.10 


57.10 
57.10 


a qn 

es es es es es eS | 
_ 
—] 


y 
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or on on 
“ios? s2 3] 2) 
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oc fo] 


a tn wn 

a a? es | 
o 
cS 
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 P- 
57.25 
57.16 
57.05 
57.10 
57.04 
57.00 
97.05 
57.07 
57.00 
57.25 
07,18 


57.20 


’ 
2 


o 


57.15 


Less, .04. | More, .10. 


Less, .05. 


| 
| 
| 
{ 
| 


Diameter of | 


trunnions, 6.41. 





trunnions, 6.00. 


H. 


G 
iJ 8: 


6.39 | 6.00 
6.40 >. 00 


7) 


6.40 6.00 
6.40 6.00 
6.39 | 6.00 
6.39 6.00 
637 | 6.00 
6.41 6.00 
6.40 6.00 
6 39 6.00 
6.39 6.00 
6.39 | 6.00 
6.49 | 6.00 
6.40 { 6.00 
6.40 
6.39 
6.39 
6.39 
6.39 
6.40 | 6.00 
6.29 |, 6.00 
6.40 6.00 
6.39 6.00 
6.40 | 6.00 
6.40 | 6.00 
6.40 | 6.00 
6.40 | 6.00 
6.40 
6.40 
6.40 6 

6.40 6 
6.39 | 6.00 

| 6 

ti 


6.39 .00 
6.40 | ; 00 
6.40 | 6.00 
6.39 | 6.00 
6.39 | 6.00 
6.40 | 6.00 
6.39 6.00 
6.39 | 6.00 
6 40 6.00 
6.40 | , 600 
6.39 | 6.00 
639 | 6.06 
6.39 | 6.00 
6.39 | 6.00 
6.39, 6.00 
6.39 6.00 
6.40 6.00 
6.40 6.00 
6.40 | 6.00 
6.40 6.00 
6.39 .00 
6.39 .00 
6.40 00 
6.40 00 
6.40 .00 
6.40 00 
6.40 00 
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6.40 | 00 
6.40 00 
6.41 .00 
6.40 | 6.00 
640 | 6.00 
6.40 | 6.00 
6.40 | 6.00 
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cavsllOlecwsseais 


BREED Oo Severe 


ivesd@udecedcwe 


ccweGlns cceae 


foceeh@Occcccecs} 


oi bOcccnnece! 


cccedOcccccees 


c00eGO cee 
o0eeO... 


Sealed. wetes 
i ac Quceceeas 
baaivdidens aa ee 
booms GO. cicccues 


l . acshOlcsecee x. 


{ 


scechOvee ceact 


cove dOccee 
<asiv Oe. 


losesGececaess 


PORT oe 


eeee- 


i leans <<. 


lecccEOcccceses 


' 


| ecel@nceucves| 


lecectecceannet 


snaetiOcedes 


Feist ice worms 


«i OOicaes 
lowe Ovens 


|.o0dO. .. 


{ 


Less, .00. 





6.43 
6.45 
6.43 
6.44 
6.44 
6.42 
6.42 
6 42 
6.42 
6.45 
6.45 
6.43 
6.43 
6.43 
6.42 
6.42 
6.43 
6.43 
6.45 
6.45 
6.44 
6.44 
6.45 
6.43 
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6.43 
6.43 


AaAararan 
tie 
we 


ann 
oe 
ae 


a 
C— 
~ 





VOL. VII 





‘ 


far) 
Os 
fan) 


* Burst first fire. 


+ Burst second fire. 
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sg ai al (lain dl Position of vent Position of vent; Weightofthe | Proof range of Ist charges. | Proof range of | 2d charges. 
exterior,6.41, interior, 1.60. gun, powder for Ist | powder for 2d | 
Number of gun. Diameter of charges. | charges. 
vent, .2. 

| yards, lbs. oz. | yards. lhs. oz. 
7 een 2 6.43 1.60 Taner | 268 6 3 | 269 13 10 
IER oSa pu cseahoenesas 2 6.38 1.60 7, 537 268 is BSB | 269 | 13 10 
RO cus nkcemennee vee 2 6.30 1 60 7,501 267 Bb 5 H 269 } 13 10 
eek ccanccatt sy 2 | 6.40 1.40 7,537 | 266 Is 6 | 249 “oil 
le 2 6.40 1.50 75519 238 20 6 | 255 14 6 
BAO reeset chases. 2 6.39 1.60 7,507 268 6 3 | 269 13° 10 
BAS eerste ee nph i uney 2 6.30 1.75 75517 233 20 6 «| 249 14 il 
Lec pcanbeoe iain ss 2 6.40 1.50 7,513 266 18 6 | 249 14611 
Sn ee ee 2 6.33 1.60 7,523 252 9 14 | 269 13° 10 
BOB icasspnecaseen ess & 6.20 1.50 7,500 266 18 6 | 249 14 il 
DBT ieccemnubeaenress 2 6.50 1.50 7,537 266 ie 6 | 249 14 1 
i iiirbscsinnninns 2 6.45 1.50 7.511 238 20 6 | 261 14 2 
ORE CO 2 6.35 1.50 7,543 | 268 is 2 | 249 141 
PD pukco eis eeeeese 2 6.36 1.30 7,529 238 20 6 269 13 10 
=| ; 2 6.40 1.60 7,520 266 18 6 | 268 13° 10 
Be ces omeu is — 2 6 28 1.48 7,507 | 248 oo | 257 145 
PiBicsnsnies cies ekees 2 6.30 1.45 7,537 268 is 3) Gy 269 13° 10 
yf OPT 2 6.40 1.60 7,537 248 i Oa 269 13° 10 
Pidrrascemensaess 2 6.26 1.45 7,541 268 18 3 269 13° 10 
PiDsrepkeaacseep eines 2 6.37 1.60 7,502 254 19 1 257 4.5 
ee 2 6.40 1.55 7,520 = | 268 3 3 i 269 13°10 
BIB cesccssesessbiues 2 6.40 1.60 7,537 261 18 15 | 257 4 5 
) eee ee y 6.42 1.56 7,507 | 268 is 33 4 257 4 5 
SO Lepaspabnennineses's 2 6.40 1.60 7,530 268 18 3 269 13 10 
ol Rae ane eee 2 6.40 1.58 7,534 268 8.33 (| 269 13° 10 
REP Scabeeses : 2 6.30 1.58 7,540 265 18 8 257 14 5 
OP asanepesenc see 2 6.40 1.61 bes» Rpabebees 265 is: 1 ° Uscesnerse gavaves | sasanoepen sees 
on ae ee ee 2 6.40 1.62 7, 530 248 19 11 257 14 5 
PRS Roo Bie Bee 2 6.36 1.56 issbanedensbanse 264 18 9 Wha SSS eRRsb ouinst museesonesen 
AG ces < 2 6.36 * 1.60 7,541 258 9 4 | 262 4 1 
- | Se wey 2 6.30 1.60 7,546 261 18 13 262 14 1 
ROS cScksreecssn asses 2 6.25 1.55 7,529 261 18 13 | 262 14 1 
ED iaaesapsasescce 2 6.35 1.52 7,547 248 19 il 262 4 1 
DD cane eee 2 6.30 1.60 7,542 264 18 9 263 4 1 
Pal reaeeveke sesh 2 6.38 1.60 7,550 237 20 7 | 260 14 3 
Pies oxsaess coe \binbe’s 2 6.40 1.56 7,592 264 18 9 269 13 10 
Se sceree 2 6.30 1.60 7,520 237 20 7 260 14 3 
- ae ee 2 6.25 1.59 7,528 236 2p 48 | 264 13 15 
cls ; 2 6.30 1.59 7,542 | 265 is 8 | 260 43 
BPG vensespupen wees 2 6.35 1.60 7,528 248 20 1 259 14 4 
Plceepeeureeecy sensi 2 6.40 1.59 7,512 265 18 8 260 14 3 
Ree he wnat 2 6.38 1.60 7,530 265 18 8 | 262 14 1 
cL EE 2 6.40 1.60 7.544 237 20 7 262 14. 1 
DU cciscenecssosesees 2 6.32 1.58 7,550 260 18 15 259 144 
Ul sbepebaee case bee a 4 6.30 1.53 7.534 236 20 «8 262 14. 1 
Wns eskbnecn 6 vaeee 2 6.40 1.54 Sosena Beare 236 20 8 abies eee cbhees coon wmnumentes 
MOB woncebaeaeseassc 2 6.42 [60°  teseknsts Suieele 236 PD! 26. Naiassutee Wena es=1 odsen sei aveees 
<a eeeee bpebeoeee 3 6.33 1.50 7.538 264 1 9 | 247 14 13 
DOB Guiveenneie 2 6.32 1.60 7,544 237 0 7 | 259 14 4 
- ee ea 2 6.20 1.55 7,530 264 is 4 260 4 3 
ee eae 2 6.45 1.55 7,517 237 m9 259 14 4 
lS 2 6.38 1.60 cdo ewneenasess 247 aD errr re pesca emai 
ee 2 6.40 1.55 7,542 240 20 3 285 2 15 
310... 2000 vecece 2 6.30 1.60 7,518 245 19 13 1 259 14 4 
~ | Tegeeamerar . 2 6.30 1.60 7,530 246 19 13 H 959 14 4 
ey ee 2 6.36 1.60 aseweoere seen 245 TRL |: SY cee ns ee IE 
DIB Sopsesnaves arose 2 6.37 1.60 7,526 271 715 | 258 1465 
B14. cee csesercees ses. 2 6.35 1.55 7,542 247 9 12 | 285 12 15 
S15: Lise cecu assess 2 6.25 1.60 7,502 245 19 13 | 252 14 9 
DIG 00sec cnecivecceses a 6.40 1.60 7,542 247 19 12 285 12. 15 
DIV scheuneheb nuns ses 2 6.20 1.60 7,526 971 7 45 259 14 4 
DiS snewew sen ees cnness 2 6. 38 1.60 240 20 3 985 12 15 
BID cbs cowsees Sony = 6.35 1.60 258 9 1 | 252 14 9 
Bel Oaneunseeseuiess .2 6.30 1.55 Saeees ene euiess 240 20 3 | 285 12 15 
B21. se0s covceeccees 2 6.35 1.60 7 258 mo a | 271 13 8 
BPP oscncenessuae'eors 2 6.33 1 60 7 271 745 285 12 15 
ME ecinennebiccnees- 2 6.30 1 62 :, 258 9 1 | 258 14 5 
<=) ee pe eee 2 6.38 1.62 f- 258 io 2 | 247 14 13 
ara kasdbickinnes 2 6.29 1.60 7,524 240 20 3 | 258 145 
DP ceecus esos eens 2 6.28 1.60 7,548 271 17150 | 14 9 
Bie -cosusueereeshans 2 6.30 1.60 7517 245 19 13 14 9 
BOS coccuoebeuneess 2 6.25 1,58 75507 252 i9 7 | 251 4 9 


* Burst first fire. t Burst second fire. 

Remarks. —These guns were proved with Dupont powder; the charges regulated in strict conformity with tables furnished by the Ordnance department. 
‘Twenty barrels of proving powder was recently forwarded to Bellona from Frankford arsenal, where it had been carefully proved by the standard eprouvette ; 
the remainder, about seven barrels, was drawn from the magazine at Bellona, and carefully reproved immediately before use. It will be perceived that, 
generally, the guns conform in measurement very closely to the established pattern; seven guns burst in proof—six at the first and one ut the second dis- 
charge. In several instances the evidence was very conclusive that the breaking had been caused or accelerated by the breaking and wedging of the shot; 
two shot and two wads were used at both discharges, agreeably to regulations, 

W. J. WORTH, But. Lieut. Colonel, Major Ordnance, and Insyector. 
JNO. CHILDE, Lieutenant and Asststant Inspector. 
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Errata. 


July 24, 1833 --Examined this report and found the following errors, to wit: 

Ist. The dimensions under the columns of f fand h h vary from the deviations allowed by the 
regulations. The allowances under those two heads may be either yéo of an inch more or x§5 less than 
the prescribed dimensions. 

2d. The allowance shown over the heading of the “position of the trunnions above or below the axis 
of the bere,” instead of “ 25 of an inch below the axis of the bore,” it should be “ #5 of an inch.” 

The guns Nos. 292, 294, 297, and 306, exceed the allowance authorized under the last-mentioned 
head. 

3d. The following differences have also been found in the charges, viz: 

Second charge of gun No. 261 should be 14%; pounds, instead of 14% pounds. 

First charge of gun No, 276 should be 193% pounds, instead of 192; pounds. 

First charge of gun No, 286 should be 192¢ pounds, instead of 1934; pounds, 

First charge of gun No, 296 should be 193% pounds, instead of 2075 pounds. 

(See letter to Colonel Worth of July 26, 18338, pointing out the above differences. ) 


Betiona Founpery, July 18, 1833. 

Sir: I have the honor to submit my detailed report of the inspection of seventy-two 32-pounder 
cannon, manufactured by John Clarke, esq., for the United States; of which number sixty-five have been 
found conformable to the established pattern, sustained the required proof, and been received on account 
of the United States. Seven burst in the proof—six on the first and one on the second discharge. I have 
also inspected, proved, and received eight hundred and thirty-four 32-pounder shot, independent of those 
used in proof. 

With high respect, I have the honor to be, your obedient servant, 
W. J. WORTH, Bet. Lieut. Col., Maj. Ordnance, and Inspector. 

Colonel Grorce Bourorp, Ordnance Corps. 





PikesvinLk ArsENAL, Maryland, May 21, 1836. 


Coronet: I send you herewith a letter from Mr. John Childe, late a lieutenant in the army, and 
assistant to Lieutenant Colonel Worth, the inspector of ordnance. This letter gives a statement of the 
facts connected with the proof of guns at Bellona foundery, at which Mr. Childe was present. It is sent 
to you under the impression that it may be useful when the claim advanced by Major Clarke for pay for 
the bursted guns is brought before the Secretary of War for his decision. 

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
WM. MAYNADIER, Ist Lieutenant 1st Artillery. 

Colonel Gro, Bomrorn, Chief of Ordnance Department, Washington, D. C. 





York, Pennsylvania, May 10, 1836. 

My Dear Frrexp Maynapier: Yours of the 7th instant came to hand last night. I will, with pleasure, 
answer the questions you ask respecting the proof of seven guns which were bursted at Major Clarke’s 
foundery in 18338. 

Ist. The powder was all proved by the regulation eprouvette immediately before putting it into the 
proof-cartrid ges. 

2d. The quantity of powder put into the cartridges was the same as is prescribed by the ordnance 
regulations, taking 225 yards as the proof range of standard powder. When stronger, the quantity was 
reduced; when weaker, increased; in accordance with tables furnished for that purpose by the colonel of 
ordnance. I would here remark that the strength and quantity of powder fired in each gun proved at 
Major Clarke’s foundery in 1833 were entered on the margin of the inspection report sent to the Ordnance 
office, which, I presume, may now be found in that office on file. 

3d. The guns were loaded and fired under my immediate inspection, and in strict accordance with 
the regulations. 

4th. The proof and inspection at Bellona foundery was conducted, in every respect, in exact accord- 
ance with the ordnance regulatioas upon that subject, and in precisely the same manner as at all 
other founderies 

When I left the inspection service there was a manuscript book in Colonel Worth’s possession in 
which had been entered a rough sketch of each inspection that I attended, embracing, with a general out- 
line of procedure, all uncommon circumstances that occurred at the inspections worthy of recollection. 
This book probably contains some notes upon the inspection of 1833, at Bellona, and I think you will 
find something therein about the seven bursted guns. The circumstances, however, have passed my 
recollection. 

With many wishes for your health and happiness, 1 am truly yours, 
JNO. CHILDE. 
Lieutenant Wa. Maynapier, United States Army. 


P, S.—I shall endeavor to call and see you before I leave this quarter of the country. 
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Wasutnaton, D. C., May 28, 1836. 


On the 29th of April last 1 addressed you a letter, giving a statement of facts in relation 


\ 


CoLONEL 
to the proof of cannon at Bellona foundery in August, 1834. 

[ have since scen a letter from Mr. Clarke, the proprietor of that foundery, addressed to the Secretary 
ff War, in which he advances a claim for pay for the bursted guns, on the grounds that the inspecting 
officers being newly appointed, were not acquainted with, or experienced in, the inspection and proof of 
cannon, and that some error in the proof must have been made. 

That the inspecting efficers were newly appointed was true; but that any error or inistake was made 
by them in the proof of Mr. Clarke’s guns, or any other, [ utterly and unequivocally deny. Tam positive ly 
certain that at every inspection made after I was appointed to that duty, the most scrupulous attention 
was paid to the pe rformance of it in a correct manner; and the inspectors never lost sight of the idea that, 
whilst their duty bound them, for the interest of the government, to see to the faithful performance of the 
duties of contractors, the interest of the latter was not to be jeoparded by any want of attention on their 
part, or by the undue strictness of the inspection or proof. On the contrary, great solicitude was always 
felt for their interests and the reputation of their establishments, 

That any mistake conld have been made in the proof of Mr. Clarke’s guns, in August, 1834, is, from 
the very strict attention paid by the inspectors to the proof of powder and filling of the cartridges, 
impossible; and he himself, who witnessed both operations, ought to know it. It is not probaLle that an 
error so sensibly aflecting his interest would have eseaped his notice, or have failed to have been corrected 
by him at the time. Besides, he was distinctly informed by Colonel Worth, (who had burst several guns 
on the previous inspection at that foundery,) that if he had any objection to urge against the manner of 
the proof, it should be done before he proceeded further in his operations, 

Mr. Clarke seems to think that as Captain Ripley proved sixteen guns of the same manufacture the 
year following without bursting one, it is clear evidence that the first proof was excessive. Colonel 
Ww orth, at the inspection mi ade by him, proved and received thirty-three guns, more than double the number 
received by Captain Ripley of that lot. Ihave not the least doubt that the sixteen guns proved by Captain 
Ripley would have been received by Colonel Worth or any other inspecting officer who might have been 
directed to prove them under the same regulations, unless, perhaps, Capt uin Ripley’s experience (this 
being the first inspection he ever made) made him amore competent judge of the correct manner of 
proving cannon. Besides, a year had clapscd since the inspection by Colonel Worth; and it is believed 
by many that cast iron, especially that of an open, coarse-grained structure, improves in strength by 
exposure to the atmosphere. On this hypothesis the different results of the two inspections may be 
accounted for, without calling in question any officer’s attention to the correct performance of his duty. 
Ju the proof of the guns newly cast, the elastic fluid generated by the ignition of the powder, and urged 
by its expansive force, penetrated between the particles, and exerted a separate force on each, tending to 
2 spe it from the next. After a year’s exposure, the absorption of oxygen from the atmosphere had 
filled the interstices and more firmly united the particles, enabling them to resist a force greater than that 
to which they had previously y ielded. 

Finally, the guns bursted at Bellona foundery were proved as 6" ins made by all other contractors are 
proved, and as all the contractors know that they will be proved, before they undertake to make or offer 
them to the government. Mr. Clarke, in my opinion, has no just claim on the government for pay for the 
bursted guns. 

] have the honor to be, VELY respe Cc tful Illy, your obedient servant, 


WM. MAYNADIE R, Lirst Lieutenant First Artillery, Inspector of Ordnance. 


Colonel Grorce Bomrorp, Chief of Ordnance Department, Washington, D.C. 


Wasnixcton, May 28, 183¢ 


Sir: On the subject of Major Clarke’s claim to pay for sixteen broken guns, I have very little to state, 
other than to affirm that the inspection and proof were conducted in strict and rigid accordance with the 
established regulations; that those regulations were fully explained to him; that he was informed that if 
he had any objections to the regulations or the manner of administering them, the inspectors would await 
the further orders of the department; that he was required by the inspectors to be present at, and was 
actually present, and assisting in proving the powder and weighing the proving-charges, and loading the 
guns, The mistake which he supposes may have taken place had no foundation save in his imagination. 
There was no error except in the quality of his metal. 

The major dwells, with apparent confidence, upon the inexperience of the inspector. The under- 
signed, with his assistants, had conducted five inspections at other founderies before his first visit to 
3e ollona, and fourteen before his second. One hundred and fourteen guns were presented by Major Clarke 
on the occasion of the visits in July, 1833, and August, 1834, of which number ninety-cight guns were 
received, and sixteen broken. The major, however, does not find it convenient to his purpose to notice 
any want of experience in Colonel Worth’s successor, who proved (and no doubt with care and accuracy) 
the remaining sixteen guns, although this was his first and unprepared effort. The question of fitness, 
however, was, it is presumed, well considered by those who had the appointing power. 

In two several inspections at the Pennsylvania foundery, the result was as follows: 

20 guns were presented, 11 broken, 9 received. 

33 guns were presented, 2 broken, 31 received. 

The two broken at the second inspection were of the same lot of metal whereof the first were made. 
The founders, instead of seeking payment for broken guns, assured of the inferior quality of the metal, 
took active and successful measures to reme “dy their own fault and protect their own interest for the 
future. Since that period not a gun has been broken at their works. 
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This case has been referred to as strikingly contrasting with and illustrative of the one in question. 
IT request that all my reports and all correspondence with the office may be submitted to the officers to 
whom the Secretary has referred this matter. The letter accompanying my report of last inspection at 
Bellona is annexed to this communication and particularly referred to, 

During the period that I performed the duties of inspector the correction of abuses and protection of 
the guvernment’s interest were regarded as a paramount duty; but I never ceased to feel a lively solici- 
tude so to perform this duty as not to infringe on the rights and proper interests of the founders. 

I am, sir, your obedient servant, 
W. J. WORTH, Lieutenant Colonel. 

Colonel Grorce Bosrorn, Ordnance Corps. 





FRankrorp ARSENAL, August 15, 1884. 

Sir: Ihave the honor to forward a detailed report of the recent inspection at Bellona foundery : 
fifty-eight guns were presented and inspected, and forty-two proved; of which latter number nine were 
broken, eight on the first, and one on the second fire, and thirty-three accepted. 

Having in view the misfortunes of this founder on the preceding inspection, and his prejudices against 
the method of ascertaining the strength of powder, (by use of the established eprouvette,) no means were 
left untried to arrive at the greatest practicable accuracy. Every circumstance will be found carefully 
noted on the detailed report. It will be recollected that heretofore Major Clarke raised great objections 
to the use of two round shot, to the breaking and wedging of which, in the passage through the gun, he 
mainly ascribed the bursting. On this occasion cylinder shot was used, except, at his suggestion, in the 
last three guns tried, two of which broke in like manner with the preceding. The powder used (with the 
exception of eight charges for the second fire) was sent from this arsenal the 29th of April last, selected 
from among the lowest range on hand by the proof of 1833. I have noted on the detailed report the 
proof of this same powder in July, 1829, November, 1833, and now at the time of its use. The season, 
added to partial deterioration, will account for the difference in the first two proofs. The last, the time of 
use, brings it up again nearly to the first, 1829, which is accounted for satisfactorily to the inspectors : 
first, by its deposit for the period of three months in one of the best magazines in the United States 
subject to the action of southern heat ; second, its being necessarily exposed some hours, when verifying 
ithe proof, to an intemperate heat. Still it did not exceed the proof of 1829, and was within the prescribed 
limits. The eprouvette used was No, 11 of the seventeen new ones, which, from less use, doubtless gave 
higher ranges (and consequently greater reductions in quantity by the tables) than that of the same 
series in use at this arsenal. An opinion as to the true cause of the failure will be found on the detailed 
report. 

The supply of Dupont’s powder t this arsenal, whence, by existing orders, it is drawn for proving 
purposes, is exhausted. I now beg leave again to request authority, cither by exchange or purchase, to 
contract for a sufficient quantity for the next year’s proof; and especially for the completion of Major 
Clarke’s proof in December of the precise range of 225 yards. I do not attach much importance to it, 
but the founder does, Such an arrangement, therefore, will take from him all cause of complaint and 
relieve the inspectors from painful and unsatisfactory discussions, 

The proof was discontinued at the request of the founder, I have taken great pains to possess the 
department of all the facts in the case In view of a correspondence which [ foresee will ensue. Sixteen 
inspected but unproved gans reman, and nine are to be made to complete his complement. 

The practice of plugging shot was observed. All such were rejected, and notice given that in future 
any such practice would be deemed sufficient cause for abandonment of the inspection. The founder 
stated that special orders had been given to that effect. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
W. J. WORTH, Brevet Lieutenant Colonel, Major of Ordnance, and Inspector. 

Colonel Grorce Bowrorn, Ordnance Corps. 


Statement of all the proofs and inspections of ordnance and projectiles made by Lieutenant Colonel Worth 
whilst inspector, showing the number of guns and shol of each calibre received and rejected. 
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Foundery. j Date. No. of guns, | Received. | Rejected.* | No. of shot. | Received. | Rejected. 

| | 
{ | | 

Columbia ...cccccsccccscesevccescccecesescceces!| NOV, 1832 | Iron, 20.....+..| >| oer ence sccceccees seeee cccccece 
Bittsulifutiea seis piecsslesecieeiisieccclisssseesielccsesta| DECs, 1832 d0..20..00 0004] 9 iL eer acaba ates REAR on Prete ere 
Ree Eco athe asleerconeneenesaccss) ANH TPSSSF i dorcSoeeseisce| 31 2 Ailsa gente sapeeiat 
ieee cee ikl cratic A WR Acne: BE rakes waciinnns| Jnosucomen eavluowasncennas eieenal 
WWGEUIRDING s¢c0i<sae.saiss sosiewon's suicissaaslecereese en ee! il clone Se caciscs} sean Beteegastectaes Wesnsivadelcesmusecaess 
Bellona...... renerey ee: a ke eon a ee 7 EO FETT perry ror) we 
EEE NER Chee een arene ie lg AA (PRP TL cccicurieotedlavesccniassneuleainan ee een 
MASE a areas injavs: ain elvis sieiewivis edie alalaieiniuicievereieiaiare Dec., 1833 a ee 21 pecrre Fe EN RE Cr ee errr Ramee eee 
OMI Aronicdcnscatcccewenen) Sosesiseeanetos e.oe January, 1834 pemnene 8 paencecbi ants athaueapel esas: + seeeeeees 
Bittsllitgscnsceiesses Mannvnonuent i MR eal 790 wereraee 102 
TT eT. alls DMiieacsal WPS scatuntepeeedcainuns eee ee renene mem enrer 
I iiss sinv sles ries tied cane ncn daeceesans May, 1834 |..d0..14....000. PW laine | §«= I) ee Oe 
CONNORS. o5'019:6.60.0.04.010 400s c00l0 0000 wenn ci vee eee July 19, 1834 et eeeey 12 bean paced aaa | 2,400 lieelncletatetecisel ets ecccccces 
EE seicaniensesn dete tanesacsoncncccess| Daly 96, TOMO. Mises ass] 25 eee eee 527 | 310 | 217 
MON Are tet aea en orca eam eon a ne rieos orem nen tumliguate. sade dow.Adccsseeas| 33 | 9 | 637 | 532 | 105 
Pittsburg ..0. cece cece cece cece cccvceccccescccses October, 1834 |..do or eeaecal 25 | wanna ojo bacnenis |code tacsae cand) eemene bewceelegeucecdeuse 
West Point 0... occccccccccccccccescesccccsevces| DEC, 1834 | Brass, 6...0cccclecsceecscees| 6 OR RET eR Mere 


\ 


© The reasons for the rejection of any gun, shot, or shell, are set forth in full on the detailed report made immediately after each inspection to the 
colonel of ordnance; which reports accompany this statement. 
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Wasnixcron, June 18, 18386 


Sir: The commanding general and inspector general, to whom the case of Major Clarke was 


referred, would make the following report : 

From the statements furnished, it appears that Major Clarke cast for the United States, between the 
10th of June, 1829, and the 25th of June, 1882, two hundred and fifty-six 32-pounder cannon, of which 
only one burst, under the inspection and proof of Colonel Bankhead and Lieutenant Symington. It also 
appears that he cast for the United States seventy-two 32-pounder cannon, which were inspected and 
proved by Lieutenant Colonel Worth and Licutenant ¢ ‘hilde the 18th of July, 1833, of which seven burst; and 
also 42 on the 7th of August, 1834, which were inspected by Lieute nant Colonel Worth and Lieutenant 
Maynadier, of which nine burst. On the 9th of July, 1835, he furnished forty-five 32-pounders, 16 of which 
were of the same parcel inspected by Lieutenant Colonel Worth and Lieutenant Maynadier, of which none 
burst in the proof made by Captain Ripley and Lieutenant Maynadier. The whole number of 32-pounder 
cannon furnished by Major Clarke for inspection and proof, from the 10th of June, 1829, to the 9th of 
July, 1835, amounts to 415, of which 17 burst in the proving. Of this number, 16 burst under the 
inspection and proof of Lieutenant Colonel Worth. 

Major Clarke states that the iron, casting, and the manufacture of his guns, throughout the whole 
number, were in all respects the same: therefore, and from the fact that of three hundred and one 
32-pounders proved previous to any inspection made | ry Lieutenant Colonel Worth, only one burst, and 
from the further fact, that, of 45 subsequently proved by Captain Ripley, none burst, that Lieutenant 
Colonel Worth must have committed some error in the preparation of the proof-charges, and that they 
must have been much stronger than any charges previously used by Colonel Bankhe: ad, or subsequently 
used by Captain Ripley. Ilence he infers the bursting of his guns, for which he claims remuneration. 

In answer to which it appears, from the inspection reports of Licutenant Colonel Worth, Lieutenant 
Childe, and Lieutenant Maynadier, that the inspection and proof of the guns for which Major Clarke claims 
remuncration, and inspected by them, was in all respects conformable to the regulations prescribed by the 
Ordnance department, and precisely the same as used for the proof of cannon at all other founderies. 
Each and all assert, with the utmost confidence, there could have been no mistake or error committed in 
the preparation of the proof-charges for any part of the guns proved at the foundery of Major Clarke. 

It, however, appears remarkable, and perhaps e xtraordin: iy, that so great a difference should appear 
in the result of the proof of his guns, and that, with the exe eption of one gun, all should have burst in 
the two inspections made by Lieutenant ( ‘olonel. Worth ; and yet we have nothing before us to call in 
question, or in any respect to doubt the accuracy of the inspections or the reports and statements of the 
inspectors, who, we conceive, could not have had any other motive than a rigid and faithful discharge of 
their duty. 

After a careful investigation of the subject under consideration, we have arrived at the conclusion 
that the proving of the guns referred to, as having been bursted by Lieutenant Colonel Worth, was done in 
conformity with the established regulations governing the Ordnance department, and we believe there 
must have been some defect in the guns which did not stand the proof. The fact that so many guns have 
stood the prescribed proof at Bellona arsenal, as well as at every other foundery, is a strong presumption 
that the proof to which the guns have been subjected is not too great. This is supported by the further 
evidence that no complaints of the proof being too great has ever been made to the Ordnance department 
by any person who contracted to furnish the government with cannon but Major Clarke. The 
circumstance to which he has alluded, and to which he appears strongly to rely in support of his claim 
for remuneration, that the British prove their iron guns with a less charge than the United States, will 
not, we think, add or give strength to his claim. The British prove their $2-pounders, weighing from 
6,160 to 6,496 lbs., with 21 Ibs. 8 oz. powder, one shot, and two wads, The United States prove the same 
guns, weighing 7,500 Ibs., with 21 Ibs. 4 0z. powder, two shot, and two wads. The British repeat the same 
proof, but the United States reduce the quantity of powder from 21 lbs. 4 0z. to 16 lbs., with two shot and 
two wads. It may, however, be a subject worthy of erga ney whether the proof as established by 
the Ordnance department ought not to be changed, so far, at least, as to prove with one shot instead of 
two. This is suggested from the circumstance that it has been found by experience that two shot fired 
at the same time, under a heavy charge, are subject to be broken, and when thus broken are liable to cut 
grooves in the iron as they pass through the bore of the pieces, and it is possible that the fragments might 
be so wedged in as to burst the gun. 

It is, however, worthy of particular notice, that the charges used in proving the guns in question was 
less than any proof, by 25 yards, since used for the same purpose ; and since the proof-charge has been 
increased, not asingle gun, as we are informed by the Ordnance department, has burst, under the increased 
proof-c harge, which is now 250 yards, 

We have the honor to be, sir, very respectfully, your most obedient servants, 

ALEX. MACOMB Major General. 
JOIN E. WOOL, Brig Gen. and Ins. Gen. U. S. Army. 


Hon. Lewis Cass, Secretary of War. 


M. 


Letter to Brevet Lieutenant Colonel Worth, regulating the proof-charges for cannon, based on the standard 
proof range of 225 yards. 


Orpnance Orrice, Washington, November 29, 1832. 


sin: The proof-charges of powder, as established by the present regulations for the proof of the heavy 
ordnance, are two-thirds of the weight of the shot for the first charge, and one-half of the weight of the 
shot for the second charge. But since the strength of the serviceable powder now in the magazines 
varies so much (as indicated by the new eprouvette) as between 200 and 300 yards, the eraduation of the 


charges to be used in the proof of cannon, acc ording to this variety in the quality of the powder, becomes 
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a matier of importance ; for it is obvious that whatever quality of powder is used in the charges, they 
should be so increased or diminished as to produce, in all cases, if possible, the same explosive force upon 
the gun. To effect this, it is necessary that some particular quality of powder should be adopted as a 
standard, so that, of that quality the full charges of two-thirds and one-half the weight of the shot may 
in all cases, be used in the proof of heavy cannon. As it is not desired at present to deviate from the 
standard heretofore in use in this department, that of 200 yards by the old eprouvette will still be continued. 
= tag the: powder —_ in the magazines is tested by the new eprouvette, which gives a range about 
125 per cent. greater than the old one, the standard of 200 yards by this last will thus become 225 yards 
by the new eprouvette, and this, therefore, will be considered, until further orders, as the proof range of 
the standard powder; of which, the full charges of two-thirds and one-half the weight of the shot will, in 
all cases when it can be obtained, be used in the proof of heavy cannon. 

But as standard powder cannot always be obtained, it hence becomes necessary to increase or 
diminish the quantity used in the standard charges according as the proof range of the powder to be used 
is less or greater than the standard proof range. 

To be enabled to make this graduation of the charges according to the quality of powder, an experi- 
ment was directed by this department to be made with the eprouvette at the arsenal in this city in 1826, 
the result of which is satisfactory, and is as follows: 
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(D) 351.0 | (A) l= (B)20 4173 (G) 288 (H) 17.11 12.84 12.84 | 9.63 
368.7 | 1 40 3973 271 17.97 | 13.48 13.48 | 10.11 
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(E*) 137.5 | 1 | 102.5 335 (C) 225 (F) 21.33 | 16.00 16.00 12.00 
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492.6 | 1 140 297 190 | 24,01 18.01 18.01 13.05 
528.1 | 1 | 160 2774 168 25.74 19.31 | 19.31 14.47 





* Standard charge. 


The third column shows the charges used, and the fotirth column the result of the experiment. The 
ranges are perceived to be so regular as to be reduced generally by about seventeen yards for every 
reduction of twenty grains in the charge. 

The second column shows the ounce charges of eleven different kinds of powder, the ranges corre- 
sponding being the same with those in the fourth column. The fifth and sixth and seventh and eighth 
columns show the reduced proof-charges for the thirty-two and twenty-four pounders, as obtained from 
the data in the other columns. 

To explain the principle on which these reduced charges were obtained it is necessary to observe, first, 
with regard to the third column, that it indicates eleven different charges of the same kind of powder, 
producing eleven different ranges, as given in the fourth column; and that the same ranges are also 
produced by eleven ounce charges of eleven different kinds of powder, as in the second column; the effect 
of each of these last charges, formed from different qualities of powder being equal to that of its 
corresponding charge in the third column in producing the same change. If, for example, we wished to 
reduce the charge (B) in the third column to such a degree as, when fired from the eprouvette, it will 
produce the standard range (C) of 225 yards, we would diminish it by (417.5—335—) 82} grains. But 
the charge (B,) though of a different kind of powder from that of the charge (A,) is exactly equal to it in 
effect, as they both produce the same range of 288 yards. If, therefore, in reducing the charge (B) by 
823 grains we give it the standard range of 225 yards, we shall in like manner, by reducing its equal in 
effect, the charge (A,) by a proportional quantity, obtain a charge of powder (D) of the same quality with 
that of (A,) which will also give the standard range of 225 yards. 

To give an example of the method of obtaining the charges in the first column: 

As the charge B, (4174 grains): (4174—335=) 82) grains:: charge A, (=437} grains): 86.4 grains, 
which is the quantity according to which the charge (A) ought to be reduced in order to make the 
reduction proportional, to that of (B;) 86.4 grains being therefore deducted from charge (A,)==4374 grains, 
leaves the charge (D) equal to 351 grains, as seen in the table. ° 

In this manner all the ounce cnarges, (of the second column,) which are taken from eleven different 
qualities of powder, are reduced to the corresponding charges in the first column, which last are all of 
equal strength one with another, each producing tne standard range of 225 yards; the standard charge 
(E) in this column being equal to one ounce, and all above it less, and all below it greater than one ounce. 

We have, therefore, in the first column a series of eleven charges of different qualities of powder, 
(these qualities being indicated in the fourth column,) all giving the standard range, viz: 225 yards, and 
having, therefore, the same effect upon the eprouvette; and it is next necessary to find a series of proof: 
charges (for the thirty-two-pounder, for example) corresponding to these different qualities of powder, 
and all being equal in effect to the standard proof-charge (I’,) 21.83 pounds, and exerting, therefore, the 
same effect upon the gun, Now, as all the reduced proof-charges of the eprouvette in the first column are 
equal in effect to that of the standard proof-charge (H,) and as all the reduced proof-charges for cannon 
(for example, in the fifth column) ought to be equal in effect to that of the standard proof-charge (f,) 
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21.38 pounds, it is hence evident that these last in column five ought to be directly proportional to the 
former in the first column; and this is the principle on which the charges in the fifth, sixth, seventh, and 
eighth columns have been determined. To give an example: in finding the charge in the fifth column 
which corresponds to the range (G) of 288 yards: as the charge E==(437.6 grains): D==(851 grains): 
1=(21.33 pounds): H==(17.11 pounds): which, as seen in the fifth column, is the required reduction of 
powder giving 288 yards; and so for the other charges in this statement, and for all other cases of the 
reduction of charges for cannon of other calibres. 

The general principle used in the above statement, in obtaining the charges for the proof of cannon 
by reference to corresponding reduced charges of the eprouvette, giving the same range, is esteemed tu 
be the only correct one; and it is believed, if charges so large as these could be tested by the balastic 
pendulum, that the initial velocities would be found to be nearly equal. 

I have to direct, in conelusion, that the several charges set forth in the 5th, 6th, Tth, and 8th columns 
for the proof of the 32 and 24-pounders, be used in the proof of those calibres until further orders, and 
that no powder be hereafter used in the proof of cannon giving a proof range greater than 290 yards, or 
less than 190 yards. 

Your report that you consider the charges of powder used in the latter part of the late inspection as 
insufficient has led to the above investigation of the subject, and it is now hoped that these charges are 
established with suitable regard to the interest of the government, and to what, in justice, is due to the 
founder. 

Respectfully, Iam, sir, your obedient servant, 
GEO. BOMEFORD, Colonel of Ordnance. 
Major W. J. Wortn, Pittsburg, Pennsylvania. 


No: 1. 


To the honorable the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States in Congress assembled : 

The petition of John Clarke, of Virginia, respectfully represents: That your petitioner is the pro- 
prietor of a cannon foundery and boring mills on James river, a few miles above the city of Richmond, 
called the Bellona Works. He was induced to erect them by the solicitation of the government during 
the administration of President Madison for the manufacture of ordnance for the service of the United 
States.—(See the letter of the late President Monroe, addressed to your petitioner, dated December 29, 
1816, marked A, to which is annexed an extract from Colonel Bomford’s (printed) report to the Secretary 
of War, dated November 29, 1825.) 

Before that time your petitioner had been engaged by the government of Virginia to form the plan, 
construct the works, machinery, &c., and superintend the operations of the State manufactory of arms at 
Richmond—an extensive establishment, in which more than two hundred artificers were employed in the 
manufacture of small-arms and field artillery for the militia of Virginia; and which was continued until 
the general government took upon itself to supply arms to the militia of the States. 

The iron used at his works is from the upper counties of Virginia, on and near James river; and he 
is thoroughly convinced, by the experience of thirty years, and by numerous comparative experiments of 
the best pig-iron of Great Britain, and of several of the States of this Union, that the James river iron 
used by him is superior in strength and toughness to any other that he has ever tried. It is chiefly of 
that iron, mixed and tempered by a uniform process, that his guns are made. And he challenges a com- 
parison of them with any others manufactured either in America or Evrope.—(See the accompanying 
letters of the Jate Colonel Decius Wadsworth, then at the head of the ordnance corps, to the Secretary of 
War, marked B and ©; also letters and certificates (marked D, E, F, G, H) of the late Captain John Hills, 
of the ordnance corps—an officer highly qualified by many years of practical experience in the inspection 
and proof of ordnance.) The original letters may be seen by reference to the records of the War and 
Ordnance offices. 

When 32-pounder cannon were required for the fortifications your petitioner made the first or pattern 
gun; and when the first parcel thereof, consisting of 58 guns, were proved, in June, 1829, one of them 
was burst, with too strong a charge, before there was any experience in respect to the strength of the 
proof-charges proper for those guns. 

The whole number of 32-pounder cannon for fortifications manufactured by your petitioner previous 
to the end of the year 1836 is four hundred and forty-six. The greater part of those guns were proved 
at different periods between the years 1828 and 1833, under the regulations of the Ordnance department, 
and by skilful proving officers; and, save the single gun of the first parcel aforesaid, not a gun was burst. 
sut after the formation of the new ordnance corps, the inspection and proof of ordnance for the service 
of the United States was committed to an officer newly initiated into that corps, and without the aid of 
experience in the proof of ordnance; he burst sixteen of those excellent 32-pounder cannon. Your 
petitioner, witnessing the unprecedented destruction of cannon of as good quality as he ever made, 
objected to the continuation of the proof by that officer; and he accordingly discontinued the proof, 
leaving sixteen of the same parcel of guns unproved, which 16 guns, together with 60 others, (making 
seventy-six 32-pounder cannon,) have since that time been proved by another proving officer, and not a 
gun of the whole number burst. 

All those 446 guns were made, not only at the same works, but of the same pattern, in the same 
manner, of the same kind of iron, and by the same skilful artificers. And when it is considered that, save 
the single gun of the first parcel aforesaid, the whole 446 guns withstood proof, excepting the 16 guns 
which were bursted by the said newly-appointed proving officer, and that it was only by him that any of 
those guns were bursted, either before or after he acted as proving officer, the conclusion is irresistible 
that the guns proved by him were subjected to an unusual and excessive test, and that the destruction 
of the 16 bursted guns was oceasioned by some error or defect in the proof, arising from mistake or the 
want of experience of the proving officer. This conelusion is rendered still more irresistible by the faet 
that the proofs made by him were attended with evidences of excessive violence, not only unusual, but, 
in the experience of your petitioner, wholly without example. The recoil of the guns, while undergoing 
proof, was nearly double what had ever been befure or has been since. A fragment of one of the bursted 
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guns, weighing several hundred pounds, was thrown several hundred yards from the proving ground, 
through one of the principal buildings of the United States arsenal; and many other fragments were 
thrown to still greater distances. 

Your petitioner does not desire to say anything derogatory of the character of the officer who burst 
the 16 guns. But, however well qualified for the performance of other duties, he certainly was not 
experienced in the proof of ordnance; and, in the opinion of your petitioner, there is no service in which 
the aid of experience is more necessary to counteract the dangerous errors to which the present mode of 
proving ordnance is Hable. 

When your petitioner was induced by the highest oflicers of the government to build the Bellona Works 
for the manufacture of ordnance for the United States, it was certainly intended that the pieces of artillery 
made at those works should undergo the usual proof of similar pieces at works where the greatest 
experience in the proving of cannon had been attained; and that the inspection and proof thereof should 
be conducted by men well qualified by practical experience in the performance of that important service. 
Whether that has been done in the case now sabmitted for your consideration you will decide, The Bellona 
works and machinery are constructed in the most permanent manner, and on the most improved plan; and 
the records of the War and Ordnance offices will show that, according to the opinions of the most 
experienced and able judges, the pieces of ordnance manufactured at those works are, for quality of 
metal, neatness and exactness of execution, and strength, equal, if not superior, to any pieces of artillery 
made in the United States. 

Your petitioner has faithfully performed his part of the undertaking at great expense, and with profits 
inferior to the interest upon the original cost of his works. And, as lis guns when made are inspected 
and proved under the sole management and control of an agent of the government, your petitioner 
conceives himself entitled to indemnity against loss or damage happening by reason of either the error 
or the want of experience of the proving officer. 

In the month of April last your petitioner applied for compensation for the 16 burst guns to General 
Cass, Secretary of War; and as that application was founded upon the inexperience and unfitness of an 
officer who was appointed by the ordnance corps to prove the ordnance for the government, it was expected 
by your petitioner that the Secretary of War, after his making full investigation, would decide the case 
himself, not that he would refer it to the ordnance corps by whom the said proving officer was appointed, 
and who, it might be presumed, would be unwilling to admit the fallibility of a proving officer who was 
but recently appointed by that corps. Bat to the astonishment of your petitioner the Secretary of War 
(General Cass) did transmit the papers and refer the case of your petitioner to Colonel Bomford, the head 
of the ordnance corps, for his report thereon. That officer, however, declined making a report, under an 
apprehension, perhaps, that if he should make a report unfavorable to your petitioner he might be accused 
of injustice; and if he should make a report favorable to your petitioner it would be an acknowledgment 
of the incompetency of said proving officer, and would reflect an imputation upon that department itself 
for having appointed such an officer to perform duties so highly important to this nation. He therefore 
caused the said proving officer and his assistants, by whom the guns were burst, to attend in person at 
the Ordnance office; and after obtaining letters from them in behalf of themselves, those letters, with the 
two letters which your petitioner had addressed to the Secretary of War, were transmitted by Colonel 
Bomford (without any written report from himself) to the Secretary of War, who afterwards caused those 
papers to be sent to Generals Macomb and Wool for consideration and report; and near the termination 
of the last session of Congress those gentlemen made a report. But that report was founded upon the 
assertions made in the letter of Lieutenant Colonel Worth, the very officer and his assistants who destroyed 
the said 16 guns; and, so far as it respects your petitioner, the report of the two generals ts, in effect, the 
report of the said Licutenant Colonel Worth, who doubtless made every effort in his power to free himself 
from the imputation of being unqualified for the inspection and proot of ordnance. 

But he not only thinks himself qualified for proving cannon, but that he is also qualified to 
judge of the qualities of the metals proper for their manufacture; for he says in his letter to Colonel 
Bomford, upon which letter Generals Macomb and Wool have founded their report, “¢here was no error 
except in the quality of his metal,” by which he endeavors to induce a belief that the guns were burst in 
consequence of the bad quality of the metal and not by any error or want of qualification in himself. His 
opinion, however, is in direct conflict with the opinions of numerous persous who, by their long actual 
use of iron, have become the best judges of its quality. The Bellona works have been in operation about 
twenty years, and numerous pieces of ordnance, of various descriptions, for the sea and the land service, 
have been made there and proved by many well-qualified officers; and they, as well as others who are 
considered to be the best judges, have declared that iron to be of the toughest and very best quality. 
Licutenant Colonel Worth stands alone in his opinion, which [ never knew until I saw it mentioned in his 
said letter to Colonel Bomford; and had it not been necessary to exonerate himself from the charge of 
incompetency, he perhaps never would have thought of advancing such a charge against the quality of 
the iron, 

In the same letter he has also asserted that your petitioner “assisted in weighing the proving-charges 
and loading the guus,” which your petitioner positively denies, and solemnly declares that he did not assist 
in weighing the proofcharges, nor did he know the quantity ef powder which Lieutenant Colonel Worth 
and bis assistants put into his proof charges, nor did he assist in loading the guns, which duties belong 
exclusively to the proving officer, and with which your petitioner never did, on any occasion, meddle or 
interfere. 

The eprouvette used ia the United States for testing the strength of gunpowder is a small mortar 
with a calibre suited to fit a 24-pound cannon ball, at the bottom of which calibre there is a small chamber 
for containing one ounce avoirdupois of powder, which, when the axis of the calibre is placed at an angle 
of 45°, must propel the 24-pound ball 200 yards, (measured horizontally,) otherwise the powder would 
not be deemed to possess suflicient strength for standard powder. Such was the kind of proof to which 
powder was subjected in the year 1816, and the same kind of eprouvette is used at this time. 

This mode of testing the strength of gunpowder when the eprouvette is in its best condition and 
without windage is subject to great variation and inaccuracy, in consequence of the density or the rarity 
of the air through which the ball is projected. But by frequent use the calibre of the eprouvette is soon 
worn larger by the friction of the ball, so that much windage is the consequence, and a considerable 
portion of the force of that small quantity of powder is lost in the windage between the ball and the 
ralibre of the eprouvette. And as the distance to which the ball is propelled depends much upon the 
greater or less degree of the windage, and as the windage is always increased by the use and consequent 
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wear and enlargement of the ealibre, the real strength of gunpowder eannot be ascertained by such 


epronvettes. 

The ealibres of the epronvettes are so much enlarged that a 25-pound ball instead of a 24-pound ball 
beeame necessary to fill the calibre, and as the weight of the ball has been increased, the weight of the 
powder which propels it should be increased in the same proportion, But that has not been done, and 
the one ounce of powder must be of such strength as to propel a 25 pound ball 200 yards, whereas it was 
formerly required to be of sufficient strength to propel a 24-pound ball 200 yards. 

But within a few years the standard range by the epronvette was increased, and the powder was 
required to be of such strength that one ounce thereof should propel the 25-pound ball 225 yards instead 
of 200, as formerly; and more recently the Ordnance department has again increased the standard range 
by the eprenvette, and the powder is required to be of such a degree of strength that one ounce thereof 
shall propel the 25-pound ball 250 yards instead of 225, to which, not long before, it had been inercased 
from 200 yards. 

A 42-ponnder cannon (the largest class of our guns) requires for one proof-charge 28 pounds or 448 
ounces of powder; and can it be imagined that, by a fonr hundred and forty-cighth part of such a charge, 

the cireumstanees above stated, the 
real streneth of cunpowder can be ascertained, 

The British nation, who have mannfeectured more cannon, and had more experience in the proof as 
well as the actual use of it than any other nation, prove their cannon with ouly one cannon ball in each 
proof-charge. For example, they prove a 42-pounder cannon by firing twice a proof-charge of 25 pounds 
of powder, ove ball, and vo wads. The Americans (less experienced) prove a 42-ponnder cannon with 28 
pounds of poder, tivo balls, and two wads in the first proof-charge, and in the second proof-charge 21 
pounds of powder, to balls, and tivo wads. Thus there are three pounds of powder more and double the 
weight of shot used in our first-proof charge (which is the most straining charge) than there is in the first 
proof-charge for the British gun, whieh the books on gunnery will show, and they shall be seen if 
required, 

The officers who prove ordnance for the United States have informed your petitioner that they were 
directed by the Ordnance department that, for any excess of strength in the powder beyond the standard 
range of the ball from the epronvette, the quantity or weight thereof should be redueed in the proof-charge 
Your petitioner, however, knows not by what rule the 


(only one onnee of powder,) fired from such eprouvettes, and under 


in proportion to the strength of the powder. 
reductions are made. 

Sut such a procedure, instead of affording a remedy, is attended with most destructive effeets, which 
your petitioner will endeavor to explain: Suppose the strength of the powder used in the proof of cannon 
should be double as great as the strength of standard powder; then instead of the full weight and balk 
of a proof-charge of standard powder, only one-half of that weight and balk is taken of the extra strong 
powder, and made a proof-charge, instead of a proof-charge of standard powder. That proof-charge of 
extra strong powder having all the streneth and ocenpying only half the space or number of superficial 
inches within the calibre which would have been occupied by a proof-charge of standard powder, every 
superficial inch, therefore, of the calibre occupied by the extra strong powder is subjected to double the 
degree of stress or straining force that it wouid have been subjected to if the gun had been proved with 
powder of standard strength. And it is not to be expected that cannon whose thickness of metal is 
proportioned to sustain the strength of standard powder should withstand the force of powder of double 
that strength. 

In Great Britain, whenever the powder exceeds the standard strength, it is mared with a weaker 
powder, so as to bring it to the standard degree of strength.—(See Beauchant’s Naval Gunner, published 
in London in the year 1829.) And it is much to be regretted that the same method is not invariably 
practiced in this country. But the powder used in the proof of ordnance here is much stronger than 
even the very high degree of strength required for standard powder by the Ordnance department; and 
when this extra strong powder is sent to prove cannon no weaker powder is sent to be mixed with that 
which is excessively strong, so as to produce the standard degree of strength; and the proving officers 
proceed to prove the guns with the excessively strong powder alone, or unmixed with weaker powder, in 
the manner already mentioned, which is attended with most ruinous effects. 

It is found that two shot in one charge fired from a cannon range to only half the distance of one 
shot with the same charge of powder and at the same elevation; therefore, in service, it is only for short 
distances that cannon are double-shotted, and then they are fired with less than one-third of the weight of 
their proof-charges in powder; otherwise the balls split within the guns, and the recoil is too violent.— (See 
Beauchant’s, also Adye’s, Gunnery, respecting the charges for cannon and the splitting or breaking of shot, 
which shall be seen if required.) It having been demoustrated that the shot split and break in pieces 
Within the gun when double-shotted and fired with less than one-third of its proof-charge in powder, it is 
iis full) proof-charge of powder, will pro- 
duce effects vastly more injurious; and why, therefore, should euns, when subjected to proof, be double. 
shotted’ Jt is doubtless for the reasons above stated that the British gunners prove their cannon with 
ouly one shot in the proof-charge, which is d@monstrated to be fully sufficient for testing the strength of 


most evident that the gun, when double-shotted and fired with 
d 


Oo 


guns without overstraining them, and, in the opinion of your petitioner, that injurious practice ought to 
be abandoned in our country, 

Two cannon balls can touch each other only ina single point; and in the ealibre of a gun, when 
subjected te proof with an excessively strong proof-charge, that small point, unable to withstand the 
Immense and instantaneous impetus with which the hindmost shot is driven against the foremost while it 
is at rest, the shot inevitably break (as is well known and may be seen if required) into conical pieces 
or rounding wedges, which, being driven into the shot, split them, and, by enlarging their diameters, 
burst the guns; and when the guns thus proved do not happen to burst, the angular pieces of the broken 
shot are driven out with so great a degree of violence as to cut such deep grooves in their calibres as to 
render them unfit for service. Such was the case in relation to five 24-pounder cannon made at the Bellona 
works for our sloops of war, and although those excellent guns were ruined and useless, they were paid 
for by the Navy Department, as well as other guns which did burst with such excessive proof, 

To prevent the evils resulting from the breaking of the fwo shot in the calibre of the gun while under- 
going proof with excessive charges, recourse was had to proving with one shol of cylindrical form, but of 
double the weight of one round shot. Yet the guns thus proved were also burst, and will inevitably burst 
with the great excess of strength in the charges with which they are proved, 

Some years past the Ordnance department caused 17 eprouvettes to be made for proving the gun- 
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powder manufactured for the United States; and the following table is a list of them, and their several 
respective ranges, furnished from that department, and is as follows: 


Proof ranges of VT eproucettes. 


No. 1, range 29532 yards. No. 7, range 284 yards. No. 13, range 308 yards. 
2, range *274 yards, 8, range 270} yards. 14, range 3031 yards. 
3, range *312 > yards, 9, range 2924 yards. 15, range 302” yards. 
4, range 309 yards. 10, range 292 yards. 16, range 304} yards. 
o, range 289° yards. 1], range 2903 — 17, range 3073 yards. 
i, range 2893 yards. . 12, range 3084 yards, 7 


Kach of these 17 eprouvettes give a different range to the 25-pound ball; and between the highest 
range, t. e@., - yards, and the lowest range, 274 yards, there is a difference of 58 yards. Your petitioner 
was informed that when those eprouvettes were made each of them was fired a considerable number of 
times with one ounce of powder of the same kind and strength; and there being a difference in the dis- 
tance to which the ball was propelled at cach of those fires, the medium of those distances was taken as 
the range of that particular eprouvette, and so on, respectively, throughout the whole of the 17 eprou- 
i 

As the eprouvettes all differ in their respective ranges, how is the standard strength of powder to be 
ascertained by them? The proving officers were directed to reduce the quantity of powde rin the proof 
charge in proportion to the excess of the strength of the powder. But by which of the cprouvettes, and 
what number of yards of the range of that particular eprouvette, is to be taken as the standard range or 
distance on which they are to make the reduction ? 

Your petitioner has been informed that the 17 eprouvettes (on each of which is engraved its number, 
from one to 17, as per the above table) have been distributed—one to each of the United States arsenals, 
and one to each of the manufactories of cannon. Now, the range for standard powder last adopted by 
the Ordnance department (i. ¢., 200 yards) being deducted from the respective ranges of the eprouvettes, 
(all of which differ,) and the excess or overplus number of yards being taken to determine how much the 
proof-charge of extra strong powder shall be reduced, there conseque tly is a considerable difference in 
the strength of the proof-charges used in proving cannon at the several cannon founderies at which they 
are made. At some of these founderies the largest class of guns may be subjected to proof with several 
pounds more of extra strong powder in the proof-charge than guns of the same description are proved 
with at other fonnderies. 

The manufacture of gunpowder has been greatly improved within a few years, and the great impor- 
tance of that material in the defence of our national rights requires that its best or most advantageous 
effects in the use of cannon aud other fire-arms should be fully ascertained. That degree of strength in 
powder which will produce the longest ranges or greatest distances to which balls from cannon can be 
propelled may, by experiments, be ascertained; and when ascertained, that degree (your petitioner humbly 
CONCEIVES ) should be established as the standard rate of stre meth for eunpowde r. 

By the skilful labors of scientific men, under the authority and patronage of the British iinet 
the art gf guanery and the proof of orduance have been brought te greater perfection in that country 
than in any other. Those skilful men, after numerous experiments, have demoustratively ascertained the 
different velocities, ranges, and effects of cannon balls, when propelled by great, by medium, and by smail 
charges of powder, and that, i consequence of the immense resistance of the air in great velocities, the 
following effects are produced: 

Marim 4. “The ranges of pieces at a given elevation are no just measures of the velocity of the 
shot; for the same piece, fired successively at an invariable elevation, with the powder, bullet, and every 
other circuinstance as nearly the same as possible, will range to very different distances.” 

Morim 7.“ That action of the air, by which it retards the motion of projectiles, is in many instances 
an immense force; and hence, the motion of these resisted bodies is totally different from what has been 
generally supposed.” 

Marim 8. “This retarding force of the air acts with different degrees of violence, according as the 
projectile moves with a greater or less velocity; and the resistances observe this law: that to a velocity 
which is double another, the resistance (within certain limits) is fourfold, and to a treble velocity, nine- 
fold; and so on.” 

Marim 13. “If the same piece of cannon be successively fired at an invariable elevation, but with 
various charges of powder, the greatest charge being the whole weight of the bullet in| powder, and the 
least not less than one-fifth of that weight, then, if the elevation be not less than cight or ten degrees, it 
will be found that some of the ranges with the least charge will exceed some of those with the greatest.” 

Marim 20. “No tield-piece ought at any time to be loaded with more than one-sixth, or, at the utmost, 
one-fifth, of the weight of its bullet in powder; nor should the charge of any battering piece exceed one- 
third of the weight of its bullet.” 7 

In the American edition of the New Edinburgh Encyclopeedia, under the head of “ Gunnery,” see the 
above-quoted practical maxims relative to the effects and management of artillery—the flight of shot 
and shells. 

As the great and variable resistance of the air prevents the strength of powder from being ascer- 
tained by the distance to which balls are thrown, even by repeated discharges from the same piece of 
long cannon, loaded each time with the same weight and quality of powder, how can it be imagined that 
its strength can be ascertained by our eprouvette—a small mortar, with a calibre suited to a 25-pound 
shot, and by the ignition of only one ounce of powder in that mortar, whose calibre is only a few inches 
long, and in which the powder cannot exert its full foree in consequence of its shortness ? 

In preference to so uncertain a method for proving powder as projecting a ball through the ever- 
varying and clastic atmosphere to a given distance, some experienced men in Great Britain have found 
that a more decisive experiment is to try the penetri ition of the bullet into some uniform substance placed 
asmall distance before the muzzle of the piese. It would, however, be difticult to procure a perfectly 
uniform substance at every place where cannon are proved. 

But the mode most eligible, in the humble opinion of your petitioner, would be to cause the force of 
a pound, or perhaps less, of powder to act against gravitation, (which never varies,) by throwing up 
vertically a heavy weig ht of iron from a piece “of cannon or a tube of iron, whose length should be equal 
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to the length of the calibre of the cannon, which may be easily done, and would certainly be much more 
accurate than the method now practiced. 

The standard rate of strength for British gunpowder is as follows: 

The powder must be of such strength that four ounces thereof shall propel, from an eight-inch mortar 
at forty-five degrees elevation, a 68-pound iron ball 380 feet, or 126 yards and 2 feet—(See Morton’s 
British Gunner, published in London in the year 1828.) 

The standard rate of strength adopted by the Ordnance department for gunpowder for the United 
States is as follows: 

The powder must be of such strength that one ounce thereof shall propel, from a mortar of suitable 
calibre at forty-live degrees elevation, a 25-pound iron ball 750 feet, or 250 yards, 

Thus it is seen that the strength of powder required by the Ordnance department is of considerable 
more than double the strength of British standard powder. Moreover, that department requires that the 
cannon shall be proved with double the weight of metal or shot in our proof-charges that is used in the 
British proof-charges. 

And with such tremendous charges as are used in proving cannon for the service of the United States 
the guns are ruined, as those of them which do not barst while undergoing proof are so overstrained as 
to be liable to burst when in actual service. 

A founder of cannon for the United States, after incurring the heavy expense of constructing his 
works and machinery, is annually under the necessity of selecting and procuring large supplies of the 
purest and toughest iron to the amount of many thousands of dollars; and, when made into pieces of 
ordnance, the amount is greatly increased by the price of the coal and other materials, and the labor of 
many skilful artificers employed in the manufacture. And if this great amount of the founder’s property 
is to be at the merey of a capricious or incompetent person, who may get himself appointed a proving 
officer, such person or officer has it in his power to ruin or make a bankrupt of the founder, who has no 
alternative but an appeal to Congress for justice and relief. 

The two letters which your petitioner addressed to General Cass, the Secretary of War, also the 
report of Generals Macomb and Wool, and the letter of the proving officer, Lieutenant Colonel Worth, to 
Colonel Bomford, upon which letter that report was founded, accompany this petition, and are marked 
I, J, K, L. 

Since the application was made to the Secretary of War last spring your petitioner has obtained 
certificates, on oath, of men of high respectability and of undoubted veracity, who have had great expe- 
rience in the manufacture as well as the inspection and proof of ordnance. They have witnessed the 
inspection and proof of all the pieces of ordnance manufactured at the Bellona works for many years 
past, Including the guns proved by Licutenant Colonel Worth at those works, and their several affidavits, 
marked Nos, 1, 2, 8, accompany this petition. 

As no relief has been given by the War Department, your petitioner now appeals to the justice of 
his country, and prays your honorable bodies to pass a law granting him indemnity for the injury which 
he has sustained. 


JNO. CLARKE. 


(1 ==Nio. 2: 


Wastineton Crry, April 20, 1836. 


Str: [ am the proprietor of a cannon foundery and boring mills on James river, about ten miles above 
the city of Richmond, called the Bellona Works, which were built at the solicitation of the government 
during the administration of President Madison for the manufacture of ordnance for the service of the 
United States.—(See President Monroe's letter, marked A, addressed to the subscriber, and dated Deccm- 
ber 29, 1816.) 

Previous to my engagements with the federal government I was engaged by the State government 
of Virginia to form the plan, erect the works, machinery, &ec., and superintend the operations of the 
Virginia manufactory of arms, (an extensive establishment, in which upwards of two hundred artificers 
were einployed in the manufacture of muskets, rifles, swords, pistols, field artillery, &c., for the militia of 
Virginia,) which was continued until the federal government determined to supply arms for the militia 
of the States at the expense of the mation. 

The manufacture of good cannon requires the most strong and tenacious or tough metal, judiciously 
mixed and prepared for the purpose; and, from numerous experiments made by me for testing the strength 
and tenacity of the best pig-iron made in Great Britain, as well as the pig-iron made in many of the States 
of this Union, I found that the pig-iron made in some of the upper counties of Virginia, bordering: on 
James river, possesses a greater degree of strength and toughness than any other iron I have yet tried, 
in the course of more than thirty years’ experience in the manufacture of that material into all the 
varieties of ordnance for land and sea service. And it is of this James river iron chiefly that I manu- 
facture cannon for the service of the United States. 

Besides various other experiments for testing the strength of the guns I manufacture, [ reduced the 
size of a field-piece, (a 6-pounder cannon,) after it had been completed and proved, by turning (as ina 
Jathe) one inch in depth from its whole exterior surface, thus rendering it two inches less in its diameter 
than when it was proved, which made it a thinner and lighter gun of its calibre than I ever heard or read 
of. Thus reduced in substance or thickness of metal, I proved this gun with various charges of powder 
and ball, increasing the strength of each charge at every fire. Finding that it did not burst, I then fired 
this thin, light gun with the full proof-charge, which it withstood; and I repeatedly fired it with the full 
proof-charges for heavy 6-pounder cannon, all of which it withstood; but they caused this light gun to recoil 
about thirty-six feet at each fire. This little gun, which is now quite too light for actuai service, had, 
before I reduced its substance, been inspected and proved by the proving officer of the Ordnance depart- 
ment, and would have been received by him for the service of the United States; but I determined to 
sacrifice the gun to enable me to test the strength of the metal I use in the fabrication of cannon, Colonel 
Decius Wadsworth, then at the head of the Ordnance department, on being informed of these facts by 
the proving officer of that department, (who had proved the gun before it was reduced in size and thick- 
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ness, and had also witnessed the effects of all the proof-charges after that reduction,) requested me to 
send the little gun to the Ordnance department, which I did; and after it arrived there it was repeatedly 
fired with fall proof-charges for heavy 6-pounder cannon, all of which it withstood; and since that period 
it has remained at the United States arsenal, on Greenleat’s Point, in the city of Washington, where it 
may now be seen, 

IT mention these facts to show the great strength and tenacity of the iron employed by me in the 
manufacture of cannon, between which and similar pieces manufactured anywhere else, either in America 
or Europe, I should be happy to witness a comparative inspection and proof by competent judges. By such 
a comparative inspection and proof, it would be found that the quality of metal, neatness and exactness 
in the execution of the work, and strength of the guns when subjected to proof, are at least equal to any 
guns in the military or naval service of the nation; in support of which opinion, | beg leave to refer you 
to Colonel Decius Wadsworth’s letters to the Secretary of War, dated August 11, 1818, and July 10, 1820, 
copies of which (marked B and C) accompany this communication, I also request your attention to the 
accompanying copies of reports and certificates of Lieutenant Hills, late a captain in the ordnance corps, 
(an officer of great experience in the inspection and proof of ordnance,) dated August 28, 1817, (marked 
D and K,) June 27, 1820, (marked F,) September 5, 1831, (marked G,) September 12, 1821, (marked H.) 

Cannon for our national defence should be fabricated in the best manner, of the best materials, and 
should be inspected and proved by men of clear, sound judgment, and much experience in testing their 
strength. Ifthey be tested by proof-charges fou severe, the guns become overstrained, are rendered less 
strong, and more liable to burst when in active service, it being found that when guns burst on being 
proved they are so much overstrained by the first proof-charges that they generally burst with the second 
proof-charges, which are considerably less strong than the first proof-charges, by which they were 
overstrained, 

The picces of ordnance manufactured by me for the United States have usually been inspected and 
proved by gentlemen qualified by long experience in the inspection and proof of ordnance. But after the 
formation of the new ordnance corps, officers newly initiated into that corps, without the aid of experience 
in the inspection and proof of ordnance, were authorized to inspect and test the quality of the guns required 
for national defence, which has already been attended with deep injury, as many pieces of excellent cannon 
have been burst by proof-charges of excessive strength, and those guns which do not burst when proved 
with such charges are rendered wnsafe when used in actual service, they having been overstrained by such 
excessively strong proof-charges. 

When 32-pounder cannon were required for our fortifications, | made the first or pattern gun, and 
when the first parcel thercof were proved, in June, 1829, one of them burst, before any experience was 
had in relation to the proof-charges proper for them, which was the only gun burst out of 415, except 
sixteen 32-pounder cannon, (excellent guns, ) which were burst and destroyed by excessive proof-charges, 
used by a newly-appointed officer, unquestionably an accomplished one in other matters, though certainly 
inexperienced in the proof of cannon. On witnessing such unprecedented destruction of cannon of the 
best quality, I objected to a continuation of the proof with such tremendous proof-charges; and when th? 
officer desisted, he left unproved sixteen of the 32-pounder cannon which he intended to have proved, which 
sixteen guns were afterwards proved by Captain Ripley, with twenty-nine other such guns subsequently 
manufactured, (making 45 32-pounder cannon,) without bursting a single gun. 

These pieces of ordnance were all manufactured in the same manner, of the same kind of iron, and by 
the same skilful artificers © And the following statement, which accords with the documents and reports 
in the Ordnance department, shows the periods at which and the persons by whom the 415 pieces of 
cannon were proved: 























No. of proof. 32-pounder cannon proved by— Date of report. | No. proved. | No. burst. 
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256 32-pounder cannon were proved by Colonel Bankhead; one burst, of the first parcel proved. 
45 32-pounder cannon were preyed by Captain Ripley; none burst. 





301 32-pounder cannon were proved by Colonel Bankhead and Captain Ripley. 
114 32-pounder cannon were proved by Major Worth, and sixteen were burst. 


415 32-pounder cannon, all which lave been proved as above stated. 





The British nation, which has perhaps manufactured more cannon, and had more experience in the 
proof, as well as the use of it, than any other nation, prove cannon with only one cannon ball in the proof- 
charge, while the Americans, less experienced than the British, prove cannon with fwo cannon balls in the 
proof-charge; thus subjecting the gun to be strained by a force twice as great as that of the British proof- 
charge, and vastly more powerful than it can, in any circumstances, be required to bear in actual service. 
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For short distances guns are sometimes double-shotted, but the two shot are not propelled by a force 

greater than that of the common service charge of powde r, which is not more than half the force of the 
proof: charge; and, with that degree of force, the two shot will not overstrain the gun, nor will the shot be 
split in pieces by their contact within the gun. 

England has long employed the acute Ingenuity of her most scientific and skilful 
the art of gunnery, to ascertain all the facts which relate to the fabrication and proof of cannon, as well 
as its usefulness in the service for which it is intended. And when we consider the effect of double- 
shotting guns, and the consequent splitting of the shot, even with the moderate charges of powder 
mentioned in books of recent date on British gunnery, we are inevitably brought to the conclusion that 
2 have ascertained, by actual experiments, that guns tested by one shot in the proof-charge (as adopted 
by them) fully and effectually tests the strength of the gun, without its being weakened by it, and that 
charge. has the injurious effect of overstraining and 


experimenters in 


the ereat superfluous force of the American proof- 
destroying the strength of the gun. 

The officers of our navy have sometimes burst good cannon by excessive proof-charges, which is well 
I was, however, paid by the Navy Department for 


Z 


known to the officers by whom the guns were proved. 
the burst cannon. : 

And if further proof be wanting of the excellent quality of the metal used by me in the fabrication 
of cannon, or that the proofcharges were excessive, it may be found in the examination of five 24-pounder 
cannon, made some years ago for sloops-of-war, and which are now lying at the Bellona works. These 
guns did not burst, although they were proved with charges of excessive strength; but such deep groovy 
were cut into the calibres of the guns, by the angular pieces of shot split or broken within the guns by 
the excessive force of the proof-charges, that those exceile is pieces of cannon were deemed unfit for ser- 
vice by the officer who proved them. The ‘y were paid for by the Navy Department; because guns manu- 
factured for the government are inspected and prove d by the agents of the government; and if they are 
instructions given by those agents, who dictate the mode of 


burst or de stroye "A in pursuance of improper i 
‘if they are burst by other agents, who, by 


proof, the strength and composition of the proof-charges, &c.; 01 
improperly proving, burst the cannon, the loss is to be sustained by the government, whose agents have 
improperly caused the destruction of the guns. 

In the antumn of 1833, soon after Major Worth had destroyed a parcel of my 32-pounder cannon, of 
as good quality as were ever made, I applied for payment for them at the Ordnance department, and was 
informed by Colonel Bomford that the Seeretary of War was so much occupied that he could not at that 
time attend to my case, but imagined that he would find leisure to do so after a week or ten days. I then 
went to Philadelphia, and after about two weeks I returned to Washington, and again applied at the 
Ordnance office, and was informed by Colonel Bomford that the Secretary of War was then more busily 
occupied than on my first application, being engaged in making arrangements with the governor of 
Alabama relative to Indian affairs. I therefore returned to Virginia; and since that period I have had no 
convenient opportunity of making further application for payment. IT now beg to request that payment 
may be made to me for the said sixteen pieces of cannon destroyed by excessive proof-charges. As I am 


now in Washington, if any further information or explanation shall be deemed necessary, | wili endeavor 


to procure it, if required. 
I have the honor to be your obedient servant, 
JOHN CLARKE, 
Hon. Secretary or War. 
P. S.—The powder used by Captain Ripley, who did not burst a single gun, was part of the same parcel 
or lot of powder used by Major Worth, who burst sixteen guns, 


(J. )—No. >. 


Wasninoton City, Jay 9, 183¢ 


Str: Colonel Bomford, within a few days past, handed me a paper, of which the following is a copy, 
marked with inverted commas; and stated that he intended to present it to you, without making any 


report himself on the subject to which it relates: 
“ Orpxranxce Orrice, Washington, April 29, 1836. 


“Coronet: Having been present at the inspection and proof in August, 1834, as ssihubaic to Brevet 
Lieutenant Colonel Worth, of forty-two 32-pounder iron cannon manufactured at Bellona foundery, Vir- 
ginia, 1 am enabled to give the following statement of facts in relation thereto: 

‘The powder used in the proof of all these guns was of Dupont’s manufacture, and was carefully 
proved in the presence and under the direction of the inspecting officers, immediately previous to filling 
the cartridges to be used in the proof-charges. The proof ranges given by the eprouvette were within 
limits prescribed by the regulations of the Ordnance department for the proof of cannon. 

“The cartridge bags were filled in the presence and under the direction of the inspecting officers, 
with the exact quantity of powder, by weight, required by the ordnance regulations for the proof of 
cannon of this calibre. 

“The guns were in every particular properly loaded. 

“The inspection and proof throughout was made in exact conformity with the regulations of the 
Ordnance department on this subject, and in a manner exactly similar to that in which inspections and 
proofs had been made at other founderies. 

“T have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 


‘WILLIAM MAYNADIER, First Lieutenant 1st Artillery.” 


“At the inspection and proofof cannon, in July, 1835, at Bellona foundery, forty-five 32-pounder iron 
guns were presented by the founder, of which number sixteen had been inspected by Brevet Lieutenant 
Colonel Worth the year previous, but had been withdrawn by the founder before proof. All these guns 


were proved in exact accordance with the regulations of the Ordnance department, and withstood the 
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proof-charges, The powder used in the proof of these guns was principally of the same parcel as that 
used by Colonel Worth the year before. There not being, however, a sufficient quantity to prove all the 
guns, a mixture was made of this and other powder from the magazine of Bellona arsenal: all of which, 
from a proof of each barrel before the mixture, was found to be within the limits prescribed by the ord- 
nance regulations for the strength of powder to be used in proof-charges. This mixture was carefully 
proved before the proofcartridges were made, the quantity of powder in which was determined from the 
regulation range of standard powder—two hundred and fifty yards. 
“This inspection and proof was in every particular similar to those at other founderies. 
“Very respectfully, your obedient servants, 
“JAMES RIPLEY, Captain, dc. 
“WM. MAYNADIER, First Lieutenant, dc.” 


Lieutenant Maynadiecr was the assistant of Colonel Worth when they burst the 32-pounder guns with 
excessive proof-charges. They were newly-appointed inspecting and proving ofticers, but neither of them 
acqnagted with or experienced in the inspection and proof of cannon, which requires the most critical 
accuracy. Tsuppose they both thought that they proved the cannon correctly; but are such men competent 
to judge whether the guns were proved correctly or not ? 

When Lieutenant Maynadier assisted Colonel Worth in proving the guns which they burst, he thought 
they were proved in all respects as the other officers who did not burst the guns proved them; for he says 
in his statement (above) that “the inspection and proof throughout was made inexact conformity with the 
regulatiois of the Ordnance department.”.. Afterwards Lieutenant Maynadier assisted Captain Ripley, who 
proved a greater number of the same kind of guns with the same powder, and under the same regulations, 
without bursting a single gun. And Lientenaut Maynadier unites with Captain Ripley in stating (as above) 
that “all these guas were proved in exact accordance with the regulations of the Ordnance department, and with- 
stood the proof-charges.” 

When guns in all respects the same are proved with the same powder by two different persons, one of 
whom, in proving a given number, bursts many of the guns, and the other, in proving a greater number 
of them, under the same written regulations, does not burst one gun, the conclusion must be that the guns 
which were burst were not correctly proved; and that if Captain Ripley had used proof-charges of such 
enormous strength as those used by Colonel Worth he would have burst the guns; and if Colonel Worth 
had proved the guns correctly he would not have burst them; and it is most evident, when we consider 
that hundreds of these 32-pounder cannon, made of the material, by the same artilficers, and at the same 
works, have been proved by officers who had many years of experience in the proof of cannon as well as 
the proof of powder, and without bursting the guns; and consider, also, that soon after Colonel Worth burst 
the said guns, Captain Ripley, (under the same regulations, ) without bursting a single gun, proved forty-five 
of them, sixteen of which were of the same parcel that Colonel Worth began to prove, but left those six- 
teen guns unproved when I stopped him in his work of destruction 

The error or mistake which produced the bursting of so many excellent pieces of cannon (by those inex- 
perienced provers of guns) may have been made in reducing the quantity of powder in the proof-charges 
in proportion to its excess of strength; or it might have been that, through mistake, more weights, or not 
the proper ones, were put into the scales when the powder for the proof-charges was weighed, either of 
which causes might have produced the same result. But such was the strength of those immensely 
powerful proof-charges, that the guns, on undergoing proof, recoiled nearly double the distance to which 
they had ever before recoiled on being proved, which was most obvious to all who were present and were 
accustomed to witness the proof of ordnance, which circumstance | repeatedly mentioned to Colonel Worth 
while the proof was carried on. By the tremendous force of these proof-charges, a fragment (weighing 
several hundred weight) of one of the guns burst by Colonel Worth was projected several hundred yards 
from the proving ground, and passed through one of the principal buildings of the United States arsenal; 
and numerous other large fragments were thrown to greater distances around the proving ground while 
the guns were bursting with those enormous proof-charges. 

When I was induced by the highest officers of the government to build the Bellona works for the 
manufacture of ordnance for the United States, and promised their endeavors to encourage and support 
those works as long as the government would require cannon, it was doubtless intended and expected by 
the parties that the guns and other pieces of ordnance were to be of the best quality, and that they were 
to be fairly and properly inspected and proved by men well skilled by experience in that business. But 
that has not been done in the case now submitted for your consideration; and I ask of my country remu- 
neration for the injury I have sustained in consequence thereof. 

My works and machinery are constrneted in the most permanent manner and on the most improved 
plan; and the records of the War office and those of the Ordnance oftice will show that, according to the 
best judges, the pieces of ordnance manufactured at those works are equal, if not superior, to any pieces 
of artillery made in the United States. It has been generally supposed that the manufacture of cannon 
for the government is a very profitable business; but I have manufactured ordnance for the government, 
for sea and land service, for the last nineteen or twenty years, with skilful artificers and with activity and 
economy, and the profit of the work executed docs not amount to as much as the legal interest of the 
money that was necessarily expended in building the Bellona works; and [ would now willingly sell the 
whole establishment for a reasonable price; although it has the advantages of being situated only a few 
miles above the city of Richmond, in the immediate vicinity of inexhaustible coal mines, and on the margin 
of the James river, by the navigation of which iron of superior quality is brought down to the works 

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
JNO. CLARKE, 


Hon. Secretary or War. 


In Senate or tHE Unitrep States, February 27, 1837. 


Resolved, That the Secretary of War be requested to ascertain the facts connected with the bursting 


of sixteen cannon at Major Clarke’s foundery, in July, 1833, and August, 1834, especially such as may 
Also the difference 


explain the mode of proof used upon that occasivn, and the quality of the metal. 
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between the strength of the charges used in proving those guns and the strength of the charges used in 
: . proving those ; | th of the charges use 
proving such guns in Great Britain; and report to the Senate, at its next session, his opinion of the 
remuneration to which the said Clarke should be entitled upon principles of equity. 
Marcu 7, 1837. 
Norr.—It is my opinion that the Secretary of War, in causing to be carried into effect the order of 
the Senate in relation to the bursting of Mr. Clarke’s cannon, would better accomplish the object of that 


order by construing it to include the additional inquiries mentioned above. 
THOMAS H. BENTON, Chairman of the Committee on Military Affairs. 


No. 5 


Wasminctron, D. C., June 17, 1836. 
Gexerat: I give below a statement of the quantity of powder used in the proof of 32-pounder guns 
at Bellona foundery, at the proofs and inspections made by Colonel Worth in 1834, and by Captain Ripley 
in 1835; as also the strength of the powder in each case, as determined by the regulation eprouvette. 


Proof range. Proof range. Weight of charge. Weight of charge. 
1834. 1835. 1834. 1835. 
Yards. Yards. Lbs. 02 Lbs. oz. 

273 269 yy 133 20 3 
)'|-4 a aap Soh ees coir as Aare 17 5) 

Pe Wee c eS Pee il 5 

Bee 6 eek necawloee 17 7 

22) (ae seit - 17 7 

1S) (i ocr Peery rey 21 4 

(AS 1a eRe NE rg eara® iy 60 

ct a ere saielenetaiers At a0 

me tes pdancwed ine 14 14 Burst 2d fire. 


The powder used in 1835 was a mixture of the powder leit in 1834 with that in the magazine at the 
Bellona arsenal. This mixture gave a proof range of 265 yards, in accordance with which the weight of 
the cartridges was fixed at 20 pounds 3 ounces, taking the range of 250 yards as a standard. At the 
proof in 1834, the range of standard powder was 225 yards, which required the weight of proof-cartridges, 
made of powder ranging 265 yards, to be 18 pounds 8 ounces. Thus the powder used in 1834, though 


showing a greater proof range, was, both range and quantity considered, less than equivalent in effect to 


that used in 1835. 
IT have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 


WM. MAYNADIER, lst Lieutenant 1st- Artillery. 
General Woot, Inspector General United States Ariny, Washington City. 


West Potxr Founpery, June 2, 1836. 


Sir: Tam favored with your letter of the 26th of May, desiring me to answer certain interrogatories 
contained in Colonel Worth’s letter to you of the same date, a copy of which you have done me the honor 


to enclose. 

To the first interrogatory, requiring to know the number of inspections made by Colonel Worth at 
this place, I should answer, five inspections of guis and shot, viz: in May and July, 1833, in May and 
July, 1834, and in August, 1835. 

To the second interrogatory, requiring “my opinion as 
which those inspections were conducted,” T would auswer that no inspecting officer can be more careful, 
accurate, or attentive than Colonel Worth has always been in the performance of his duties. 

To the third interrogatory, requiring me “to state such casualties in guns, shot, and shells as have 
oceurred, together with an opinion on the quality of the metal and accuracy of proof” To this I would 
answer that but one gun ever gave way in the powder-proof, and this an experiment 12-ponnder, at the 
inspection of experiment guns in August, 1835; that this gun possessed less relative strength to sustain 
the powder-proof than the brass 12-pounder; and that, although one of the same size and proportions stood 
the proof as well on repeated firings afterwards, and that the iminediate cause of its failure was the acci- 
dental breaking of the shot in the gun, I should not deem it a safe model to be adopted for the service. 
No shells were ever inspected by Colonel Worth at this establishment. Shot have been occasionally 
condemned, both on account of cavities and general roughness of the surface; the proportion I cannot 
precisely state, but it would not be great, as no shot observed to be even doubtful is ever permitted to be 


to the care, attention, and accuracy with 
b « 


presented to an inspecting officer. 
Respectfully, your obedient servant, 


GOUV. KEMBLE. 


Colonel GrorGE Bomrorn, Colonel of Ordnance. 
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No. 7. 


OrpnancE Orrice, Washington, April 29, 1836. 

CoroneL: Having been present at the inspection and proof in August, 1834, as assistant to Brevet 
Lieutenant Colonel Worth, of 42 32-pounder iron cannon, manufactured at Bellona foundery, Virginia, I am 
enabled to give the following statement of facts in relation thereto: 

The powder used in the proof of all these guns was of Dupont’s manufacture, and was carefully proved 
in the presence and under the direction of the inspecting officers, immediately previous to filling the 
sartridges to be used in the proof-charges. The proof ranges given by the eprouvette were within the 
limits prescribed by the regulations of the Ordnance department for the proof of cannon. 

The cartridge bags were filled in the presence and under the direction of the inspecting officers, with 
the exact quantity of powder, by weight, required by the ordnance regulations for the proof of cannon of 
this calibre. 

The guns were, in every particular, properly loaded and fired. 

The inspection and proof throughout was made in exact conformity with the regulations of the 
Ordnance department on this subject, and in a manner exactly similar to that in which inspections and 
proofs had been made at other founderies. 

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 


WILLIAM MAYNADIER, Ist Lieulenant 1st Artillery. 


At the inspection and proof of cannon, in July, 1835, at Beliona foundery, 45 32-pounder iron guns 
were presented by the founder, of which number sixteen had been inspected by Brevet Lieutenant Colonel 
Worth the year previous, but had been withdrawn by the founder before the proof. All these guns were 
proved in exact accordance with the regulations of the Ordnance department, and withstood the proof- 
charges. The powder used in the prouf of these guns was principally of the same parcel as that used by 
Colonel Worth the year before. There not being, however, a sufficient quantity to prove all the guns, a 
mixture was made of this and other powder from the magazine of Bellona arsenal; all of which, from a 
proof of each barrel before the mixture, was found to be within the limits prescribed by the ordnance 
regulations for the strength of powder to be used in proof-charges. This mixture was carefully proved 
before the proof-cartridges were made; the quantity of powder in which was determined from the regu- 
lation range of standard powder—250 yards. 

This inspection and proof was, in every particular, similar to those at other founderies. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servants, 
JAMES W. RIPLEY, Captain, Inspector of Ordnance. 
WM. MAYNADIER, Ist Lieut. 1st .1rtillery, Assist. Ins. Ord. 





No. 8. 
Apriu 7, 1836. 
Dear Sir: I have examined Major Clarke’s papers relative to the bursting of sixteen cannon in proof- 
charges with double shot. I have no doubt but that cannon so charged, with double shot, are subjected to 
a trial beyond all use, and that the best of guns are so bursted. The globular form of the two balls have 
the effect upon one another of the hammer and wedge; one splits the other, drives in a section of it, 
bursts it, and bursts the gun. My opinion is, that Major Clarke’s guns were too severely tested with these 
double shot, and that he has a claim for compensation for them. Being on the Military Committee, Major 
Clarke has made an exposition of his case to me, upon which this opinion is based. 
Yours, truly, 
THOMAS H. BENTON. 
Hon. Mr. Rives. 


Ricnmonp, February 28, 1836, 


Dear Sir: I beg leave to introduce to you Major John Clarke, of Virginia, who goes to Washington 
on some business connected with your department. I have known this gentleman from my youth, and for 
twenty years he has been an esteemed and intimate friend. I need not, then, say to you that he is one in 
whom entire confidence may be placed. He is among the first of our useful and best men. Any aid or 
facility that you may be able, consistently with the public interest, to give him, will be gratefully received 
by him, and acknowledged by, 

Dear sir, your friend and obedient servant, 
A. STEVENSON. 

Hon. L. Cass, Secretary of War, Washington City. 





No. 10. 
Ricnmonp, February 27, 1836. 


Dear Sir: I do myself the pleasure of introducing to you Major John Clarke, of Virginia. He is 
engaged in the manufacture of ordnance, and has supplied the government of the United States frequently, 
on contract. He superintended the State manufactory of Virginia for many years, and is probably the 


65 e 
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oldest manufacturer of cannon in the United States; and I have always considered him as one of the most 
accomplished. Such is his reputation with gentlemen of the highest standing in Virginia. He isa 
gentleman of the greatest respectability; and I would as soon take his statements for true as those of any 
other gentleman in my acquaintance. He desires particularly to be known to you, from the high respect 
he has formed for you, as well as from your peculiar relations to the defence of the nation. I trust, my 
dear sir, I shall not too much intrude upon your valuable time by asking you to converse with the major, 
not only upon the fortifications of the country, but upon the matter of a claim which he has upon the 
government for guns which were burst in consequence of their being improperly proved. Be so good as 
to examine his several, as well as his particular documents; for you may have it in your power to serve 
the country, as well as a man of worth. 


I am, sir, very respectfully yours, 
THOMAS RITCHIE. 


Colonel Tuomas H. Benton, Senate of United States, Washington. 


(A.)—No. 11. 
Wasmineton, December 29, 1816. 


Dear Sir: I well recollect that when you suggested your intention to establish a foundery on James 
river, above Richmond, you inquired of me how far you might calculate on encouragement and support 
from the government: and that I informed you that you might fairly presume on such support, it being 
essentially the interest of the United States to promote three establishments of the kind, one of which 
should be on James river. I recollect, also, having communicated at the time with the Secretary of the 
Navy, if not with the Secretary of War; and being authorized by the former, and, as I think, by the latter, 
to give you an assurance to this effect, I did it with the greatest confidence. I have no doubt that you 
made the establishment in consequence of this assurance. 

I am, dear sir, with great respect and esteem, your very obedient servant, 


JAMES MONROE. 


Major JoHn CLARKE. 


Extract from one of Colonel Bomford’s annual reports to the Secretary of War, dated November 29, 1825 
“ All the existing cannon founderies, as well as the manufactories of small arms, had been established 

under assurances of continued support from the government, if their terms and the quality of their work 

These founderies have, accordingly, continued to furnish all the ordnance 


should prove satisfactory. 
The experience acquired in a 


required for the public service, both for the War and Navy Lepartments. 
practice of many years enables them to furnish ordnance of a more safe and durable description, and of 
a better quality generally than could be expected from new establishments. The cannon founderics now 
established are capable of furnishing more ordnance than is required in the public service. 
thereture, considered either advantageous to the public interest, or just to those who had relied upon the 
promised support of the government, to depart from the course long since established, and uniformly 
pursued for a number of years, by inviting proposals from persons unaccustomed to the business, and 
thereby encouraging the establishment of additional cannon founderies, which the wants of the public 
service did not require and could not sustain.” 


It was not, 





(B.)—No. 12. 


\ 


Orpnance Orricr, August 11, 1818. 


Sir: My letter of yesterday, in relation to P. Townsend’s contract, will evince that no further reliance 
is to be placed on him for the performance of his contracts for fabricating cannon. 

Messrs. Wirt and Clarke having completed their contract for three hundred tons of cannon and 
cannou shot, and the work having been executed, not only promptly, but in a style of workmanship, as 
appears from my own personal inspection of a few of the pieces, as well as the report of the inspecting 
oflicer, superior, it is believed, to what has ever been seen before in this country, I feel solicitous they 
should receive all the encouragement to which they are entitled in consequence. 

I would therefore respectfully propose entering into a further contract with them for three hundred 
tons of cannon, cannon shot, and shells, to be delivered as early as it may be convenient. This quantity 
will not be sufficient to make up the deficiency on P. Townsend’s contract; besides, sufficient attention 
has not been given by the Ordnance department to obtain the due proportion of small guns for field 
service. We have already too many 18-pounders and 12-pounders, and too few mortars and howitzers. 
We want a supply of spherical case shot and canister shot. 

Should the government decide to erect extensive batteries and fortifications for the defence of the 
Chesapeake, many 24-pounders and mortars will be required for that service; and should prefer to give 
that work to the Bellona foundery, on the James river, rather than to the foundery at Georgetown, because 
of its proximity to the place where the guns, &c., will be wanted, and because I think the proprietors 
have spared, and will spare, no pains to give satisfaction in what they may undertake. 

They will require an advance of fifteen thousand dollars, which may be spared conveniently enough. 


I have the honor to be, &c., &c., 
DECIUS WADSWORTH, Colonel of Ordnance. 


Hon. Joun C. Catuouy. 
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(C.)—No. 13. 
Orpnance Orrice, July 10, 1820. 


Sir: Messrs. John Clarke & Co. have delivered, on their contract, cannon and other castings to the 
amount of about $29,000. The amount of advances to them has been $27,000. There will be, consequently, 
a small balance due them on their account, which will be paid, of course. In addition to which, they are 
desirous of having the original advance of $15,000, from the fund for arming and equipping the militia, 
renewed to them. I am of opinicn it will be expedient to grant them another advance of $15,000 from 
the fund for arming and equipping the militia. Besides the cannon, &c., already proved, inspected, and 
delivered, they have on hand, nearly ready for delivery, cannon, &c., to the amount, when finished, 
of between $7,000 and $8,000, as appears by a statement which has been transmitted to me by Lieutenant 
Hills. It is known that a large amount of capital is required to enable persons to carry on a cannon 
foundery; and as the work executed by Messrs. Clarke & Co., for the United States, has been in quality 
equal, if not superior, to any other in the United States, I think they merit all the favor and encourage- 
ment from the government that can with propriety be given. I beg leave, therefore, to recommend that 
the sum of $15,000 be paid them in advance, on account of their contract for field-pieces to arm and 
equip the militia. : 

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, sir, your very obedient servant, 
DECIUS WADSWORTH, Colonel of Ordnance. 

Hon. Joun C. Cannon. 


(D.)—No. 14. 


Devot NEAR Ricnmonp, August 28, 1817. 

Sir: Herewith enclosed I have the honor to transmit a certificate of the proof and inspection of a 
quantity of ordnance, cannon shot, and shells, fabricated at the Bellona foundery, in this State, by Major 
Jolin Clarke and company, agreeably to their contract with the Ordnance department. 

It is with much satisfaction and pleasure that I am enabled to add that the quality of the iron of 
which these castings are made, as also the execution of the work, is equal, if not superior, to that of any 
other foundery in the United States. 

I have the honor to be, sir, your most obedient, humble servant, 


JOHN HILLS, Lieutenant of Ordnance. 


Colonel Decius Wapswortn. 


(E.)—No. 15. 


Depot NEAR Ricnamonp, August 28, 1817. 


I hereby certify that I proved and inspected sixty pieces of cannon, and upwards of sixty tons of 
cannon shot and bomb-shells, fabricated at the Bellona foundery, belonging to Major John Clarke and 
company, in the county of Chesterfield, in the State of Virginia, for the Ordnance department of the 
United States; the whole of which cannon stood an unusually severe proof, as the gunpowder used in 
that process was of much greater strength than is customarily used in the proof of guns. And I further 
certify that the quality of the iron, and the execution of the work of said castings, is equal, if not 
superior, to any in the United States. 

JOHN HILLS. 


(F.)—No. 16. 


ARSENAL NEAR Ricumonp, June 27, 1820. 


Sir: Enclosed herewith I transmit a certificate of the proof and inspection, to which is subjoined the 
receipt of the military storekeeper of this station, for the cannon and howitzers, cannon shot and shells 
which have been fabricated for the United States at the Bellona foundery. 

It affurds me a high degree of satisfaction in being enabled to state that the castings above referred 
to are superior, in point of workmanship and quality of iron, to those produced from any other works in 
the United States. 

I have the honor to be, sir, with much respect, your most obedient servant, 


JOHN HILLS, First Lieutenant of Ordnance. 
JoHn CiarkE, Esq. 


(G.)—No. 17. 


ARSENAL NEAR Ricuamonp, September 5, 1821. 


Sir: I transmit herewith a statement of proof and inspection, exhibiting the number of cannon, 
howitzers, cannon shot, and shells, received from the Bellona foundery in the present year. 

It is with much satisfaction that I have to acquaint you that the castings are of a very superior 
quality, both in point of excellence of metal and good workmanship; and that castings of a better quality 
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are not to be found in any of our works of defence, or depots of the Ordnance department, than those 


which are fabricated for the general government at the Bellona foundery. 
I have the honor to be, sir, very respectfully, your most obedient servant, 
JOHN HILLS, First Lieutenant 3d Artillery, on Ordnance Duty. 


Joun CiarkeE, Esq. 





(H.)—No. 18. 
[Extract. | 


“ The cannon, shot, and shells, furnished agreeably to the present contract, are of excellent quality, 
both as respects excellence of workmanship and the superior quality of the iron used in their fabrication, 
No better castings are to be found in any of our works of defe nee, or depots of the Ordnance department, 
than those which have been received from the Bellona fonndery.” 

The above is an extract from a letter addressed to Lieutenant Colonel George Bomford, transmitting 
a statement of prvof and inspection of castings received from the Bellona foundery, dated 12th of September, 


1821. 
JOUN HILLS. 


Major Jonn CiarKE, 


OrpnaNnce Orricr, November 16, 1837. 


At the request of Major Clarke, I state that in the years 1828, 1829, and 1830, or during some of 
those years, I fired a 24-pounder, new pattern, manufactured by him, about eight hundred times with the 
service-charges for single and double shot, and powder stronger than ordinary. That during all the firings, 
examinations of metal, and transactions with that gun, (which is now mounted at Fortress Monroe, ) I 
was satisfied that it was fabricated of exceedingly good metal. 

The gun now in the batteries of Fortress Monroe has the history of its firings and trials it has sus- 
tained marked upon its carriage, and may be seen by any one. It has, as I understand, been fired many 
times without injury since my experiments. 


WM. HU. BELL, Captain of Ordnance. 


No. 20. 


Wepnespay, March 15, 1837. 


I certify that I was the inspector of ordnance for the navy of the United States, and repeatedly 
inspected and proved cannon, shot, &c., manufactured by Major Jolin Clarke, at. his Bellona works in 
Virginia, as well as at other similar works in the employ of the government; and ever found that the 
metal used at the Bellona works was of very superior quality, the work neatly executed, and the imspec- 
tion and proof thereof was performed according to the regulations of the commissioners of the navy 

CASSIN, Captain United States Navy. 


No. 21. 
Wasuineton, March 3, 1837. 


I certify that I Was the inspector of ordnance for the government of the United States between six 
and seven years; that I inspected at the Bellona foundery, belonging to Major John Clarke, several hundred 
cannon of various calibres, including two hundred and fifty-six 32-pounder guns; that the iron of which the 
guns were made was of most excellent quality, having sustained the proof, which was made in strict 
accordance with the established regulations, except in one instance, when a 32-pounder gun, of the first 
parcel proved, burst; and that the dimensions of the guns and execution of the work were correct and 
faithful. 

JAMES BANKHEAD, Lieutenant Colonel Third Artillery, 
and lale Inspector of Ordnance for the Army. 





(1) No. 22. 


I hereby certify that, for several years past, I have been employed as an artificer in the boring of 
cannon at Major John Clarke’s Bellona cannon founder y, but for want of work from the government I ‘left 
said foundery in the latter part of last year. 

While T was employed at said works I attended and witnessed the inspection and proof of cannon 
by the government officers at those works; and was present and witnessed the inspection and proof of 
all the cannon proved at said foundery by Colonel Worth; and I am confident that the guns, when proved 
by Colonel Worth, recoiled or flew backward to double the distance that I had ever before seen 32- -pounder 
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cannon recoil back when they were proved; which I think must have been owing to the guns being over- 
loaded, or proved with charges much greater than usual. 
Witness my hand this twelfth day of July, eighteen hundred and thirty-six. 
SUBLETT McGRUDER. 


I also certify that when Colonel Worth had bursted sixteen 32-pounder cannon at Major Clarke’s 
foundery, the said Clarke stopped Colonel Worth from proving any more of his guns, at which time Colonel 
Worth left sixteen of the guns unproved; which sixteen guns, with twenty-nine other 32-pounder cannon, 
making forty-five guns, were afterwards proved by Captain Ripley, who did not burst any of the guns. 
I also witnessed this proof of guns by Captain Ripley, and am confident that the guns proved by Captain 
Ripley did not recoil (when proved) more than half the distance to which the guns proved by Colonel 
Worth recoiled when he proved them. 

Witness my hand this twelfth day of July, eighteen hundred and thirty-six. 

SUBLETT McGRUDER. 


CHESTERFIELD County, fo wit: 
This day Sublett McGruder (whose name is above subscribed) personally appeared before me, in said 
county, and made oath to the truth of the foregoing certificate. 
Given under my hand this 12th day of July, 1836. 
H. HANCOCK, a Justice of the “Peace Jor the County of Chesterfield, State of Virginia. 


Since the date of the foregoing certificate, thirty-one 32-pounder cannon were proved by Captain 
Ripley at the Bellona works, without bursting a gun. 





(2) No, 28. 
Bettona Founpery, December 13, 1836. 


I hereby certify that during the last nine years I have been employed in the manufacture of cannon 
at Major John Clarke’s Bellona works, where, for the greater part of that time, T have acted, and do now 
act, as assistant foreman of those works, and have regularly attended the inspection and proof of the 
various pieces of ordnance manufactured at the said works. 

In the year 1828 we commenced the manufacture of 32-pounder cannon for fortifications, and fifty- 
eight of them were proved in June, 1829. This was the first time that any of the 32-pounder cannon 
were proved, and it was before the strength of the proof-charges proper for those guns was ascertained; 
and in testing the strength of those fifty-eieht guns one of them burst and fifty-seven stood proof. 
Previous to this 13th of Dee ember, 1836, we have manufactured at said works four hundred and forty-six 
32-pounder cannon for fortifications, which have been proved at ten different periods and by different 
proving officers; and with the exception of the one gun, which was burst on the first trial of their strength, 
not one of the four hundred and forty-six guns was burst, excepting the sixteen of them which were burst 
when proved by Colonel Worth, who, in proving the guns, used proof-charges which, unquestionably, 
must have been vastly more powerful than usual, being so extremely strong as to cause the guns proved 
by him to recoil nearly double as far as I ever saw such guns recoil when proved by any other officer 
than him. 

And as the whole of those four hundred and forty-six guns were made of the same kind of metal, 
(best James river iron,) and were manufactured at the same works, aud by the same workmen, and with 
the exception of the one gun which burst at the first trial of their strength, none of the guns burst, 
excepting those that were burst by Colonel Worth, it is evident that the proof-charges used by him must 
have been much more powerful than the proof-charges used by the other officers, who proved portions of those 
guns at different periods, both before and after Colonel Worth proved guns at those works. 


RANDOLPH AMONETT. 


Vireinta, Chesterfield County, to wit: 

This day Randolph Amonett, who has signed the foregoing certificate, personally appeared before 
me, Higgison Hancock, a justice of the peace for said county, and made oath that said certificate is true 
and correct. 


Hl. HANCOCK, J. P. 





(3) No. 24. : 


Bettona Founpery, December 13, 1836. 


I hereby certify that for many years I have been occupied in the manufacture of cannon, Xc., at 
Major John Clarke’s Bellona works, whe re, for the last fourteen years, 1 have acted, and do now act, as 
foreman of the works, and have regularly attended the inspection and proof of the various pieces of 
ordnance made at said works for the land as well as for the naval service. 

On or about the year 1828 the founders of cannon for the United States were required to make 
32-pounder cannon for fortifications, and the first gun of that pattern, called the pattern gun, was made 
at the Bellona works. We proceeded to manufacture those guns, and as soon as fifty-eight of them were 
completed they were proved by the proving oiticers of the government, and one of the fifty-eight guns 
burst by the very great strength of the proof-charges. This happened at the first time of proving 
32-pounder cannon, “and before the strength of the proof-charges was proportioned to the strength of 
the gun. Between the years 1828 and the present time we have manufactured at said works four hundred 
and forty-six 32-pounder cannon for fortifications, some of which were proved every year, as soon as they 
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were made and ready for proof, and, with the exception of the one gun at the first proving, not a gun of 
them was burst until Colonel Worth (who seemed new to the business) burst sixteen of them. The 
whole four hundred and forty-six guns were made of James river iron, of excellent quality, and by the 
same experienced workmen, and were, I verily believe, of as great strength and good quality as any 
such guns ever yet were made, and I am confident that the sixteen guns which were burst by Colonel 
Worth were as good as any of the 32-pounder cannon which did not burst on being proved; and, although 
some of the guns proved by Colonel Worth did not burst, yet, in my opinion, the proof-charges used by 
him were so excessively strong as to overstrain the guns and render them liable to burst when used in 
war. Those proof-charges were made of powder greatly exceeding the standard strength of powder, 
and in proving the guns these proof-charges were made to discharge, from the calibre of the gun, double 
the weight of shot used in proving guns in Europe, and caused those guns to recoil to a much greater 
distance than any 32-pounder cannon ever did recoil when proved at these works by any other officer than 
Colonel Worth himself. Such, in fact, was the vast strength of his proof-charges, that, while the guns were 
bursting, a fragment weighing several hundred pounds was thrown several hundred yards, and in its 
progress passed through one of the principal buildings of the United States arsenal, and many other 
fragments of the bursted gun were thrown still further, The destruction of those excellent pieces of 
ordnance was so great that Major Clarke forbade Colonel Worth to proceed with the proof of them, at 
which time sixteen of the guns remained unproved; and the next year, viz., 1835, those sixteen guns left 
unproved by Colonel Worth, with twenty-nine others, (making forty-five 32-pounder cannon, ) were proved 
by Captain Ripley without bursting a gun; and in October last (the present year, 1836) Captain Ripley 
proved an additional number of thirty-one 32-pounder cannon without bursting a gun; and, with the 
exception of the one gun which burst at the first proving of said guns, not one of the four hundred and 
forty six 32-pounder cannon was burst, excepting the sixteen guns proved by Colonel Worth. 


JOSEPH YOUNG, Sr. 


Virainia, Chesterfield County, to wit: 
This day Joseph Young, sr., the signer of the foregoing certificate, personally appeared before me, 
Higgison Hancock, a justice of the peace for said county, and made oath to the truth of the said certificate. 
Given under my hand this 14th day of December, 1836. 
H. HANCOCK, J. P. 





25TH Conecress. | No. 742. | [Isr SESSION. 

ORDERS AND INSTRUCTIONS AUTHORIZING THE EMPLOYMENT OF INDIANS IN THE 
MILITARY SERVICE OF THE UNITED STATES AGAINST THE SEMINOLE INDIANS IN 
FLORIDA, AND THE NUMBER SO EMPLOYED. 


Qo” 


COMMUNICATED TO THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES SEPTEMBER 21, 1837. 


War Department, September 21, 1837, 

Sir: Ihave the honor to transmit herewith a report of the commanding general, in answer to a 
resolution of the House of Representatives of the 18th instant, relative to the number of Indians 
employed in the military service of the United States since the commencement of the present Seminole 
war, and copies of all orders and instructions under which said Indians have been employed, &c. 

Very respectfully, your most obedient servant, 
J. R. POINSETT. 


Hon. James K. Potx, Speaker of the House of Representatives. 


HeapQuaRTERS OF THE ArMy, Washington, September 19, 1837. 


Sir: In answer to a resolution of the House of Representatives, dated September 18, 1837, requiring 
“a statement of the number of Indians employed in the military service of the United States since the 
commencement of the present Seminole war, and copies of all orders and instructions under which Indians 
have been employed,” &c., I have respectfully to report that an examination of the files in the Adjutant 
General’s office shows that a regiment of Creek Indians, composed of fifteen companies, and amounting 
in the aggregate to seven hundred and forty-nine, was received into the service of the United States on 
the Ist of September, 1836, by Major General Jesup’s order, of which the following is an extract: 


‘ORDERS No. 50. 


“ Weapquarters ARMY OF THE Sovutu, Fort Mitchell, July 25, 1836. 

“1. A band of friendly Indian warriors will be immediately raised and organized for special service 
under instructions from the commanding general. They will be mustered into the service, mounted, 
equipped, supplied, and paid as mounted volunteers, for twelve months, unless sooner discharged. Captain 
J. F. Lane is appointed to raise, organize, and command them. He will be mustered in for the same 
period as colonel, subject t» the approval of the President of the United States.” 


It is presumed that authority for the above was derived from the Secretary of War’s letter dated 
July 11, 1886, of which the following is a copy: 
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“War Department, Washington, July 11, 1836. 


“Sir: It has been suggested that a few Creek warriors might be useful to Governor Call, and might 
be willing to be employed in the contemplated expedition against the Seminole Indians. You will please 
to correspond with Governor Call on this subject, and if he ‘should desire it, | would thank you to raise a 
small corps of this description, not exceeding two or three hundred, and send them to Florida. They 
may be paid and organized as volunteers, but should be placed under the command of some white man, 
well acquainted with them, and who has their confidence. It is presumed that enough young men would 
be willing to go, without requiring their families to be retained in Alabama until their return. This 
measure of retaining Indian families ought to be avoided, as the immediate removal of the Indians seems 
to be indispensably necessary. 

“Very respectfully, &c., 
“LL. CASS. 
“ Major General T. 8. Jesup, Fort Aitchell, Alabama.” 


About the commencement of the Indian hostilities in Florida a band of ninety friendly Indians was 
received into the service by Captain Belton, the commanding oflicer at Tampa Bay, as seen by his letter 
of the 7th of January, 1836, but no rolls of them have been received, and it is not known for what time 
they were so employed; it is presumed not long, however. 

On the recommendation of General Jesup, “made on the 17th of June last, that a thousand northern 
Indian warriors should be engaged to take the place of the Creek regiment, which was about to be 
discharged, the present Secretary of War took measures, on the 25th of July, to call into the service of 
the United States that force, to be composed as follows: 


NG gi a Wi ag er wel ia fe sain eb pac ataa ele tetas aaa Bike Sy ee kG hci éseeseauues ee 
Shawnees........ ANS CRORE CE ar ra aN pena eet du Rene ees eRe rere bE Salis trove 400 
eee Git FOROS... 2. ccc aecces Cee ae NIA ORB Mi So tS ye aes ey toch TSA CoOL acer 100 
oi eg TE Oe TET Ee ne eee e ee ee eee pcanes (evinhene heehee tease cewdeeleeen tae 
re ee ere ee ee ee ene ee rere 


It may be proper here to state that Major General Scott, in the month of March, 1836, called on 
Colonel Hogan, the agent for the Creeks, to obtain from that nation five hundred warriors, to serve 
against the Seminoles; but owing to delays and difficulties not within the general’s control, they were 
not raised. 

The orders, instructions, and correspondence having reference to this subject, are hereunto annexed, 
marked from 1 to 17, inclusive. 

tespectfully submitted. 
ALEX. MACOMB, Major General, Commanding-in-chief. 
Ilon. J. R. Pornserr, Secretary of War. 


Forr Mircuenn, Creek Agency, February 1, 1836. 


My Dear Generar: I have this day received a letter from the honorable the Secretary of War, of 
which the enclosed is a copy, from which I have learned that? you are again in the field, and that the 
important duty of subduing the Seminoles has been assigned to you, and that I am ordered to report 
myself to you, and receive and carry into effect such instructions as you may give me. Now, this is all 
news to me, and is perfect Hebrew, unless the department meant in a modest way to say to me: Take a 
thousand of your Creek Indians and repair to Florida, and aid General Scott to subdue these rascally 
Seminoles. If this was their view, why not say so at once, and you should in a very short time have me 
again alongside of you tugging at the old oar. I have no doubt but that I could in ten days raise you 
one thousand warriors, and be on the march to join your army, and in as many more days be with you. 
All that is necessary is an order to that effect. But the Secretary seems to think the Creek Indians are 
hostile. This is not the fact, although some little skirmishing has taken place on the Georgia side of the 
river, and some few lives have been lost on both sides; but a peace has been effected here to-day between 
two militia general officers from Georgia and the chiefs, and an agreement has been signed by all the 
chiefs present. I was fifty miles below here night before last, and hearing of these murder rs, I came up 
yesterday, and to-day effected this peace, which I hope and trust will last at least until we can get them 
out of the country. I am using every exertion to effect this object, and have no doubt but I shall be 
successful, in a measure, in the course of this spring. A report is going the rounds of the public papers 
that a large body of the Creeks have joined the Seminoles. This you may rely on is incorrect. I have 
recently visited all the lower towns, and there is none of their people absent; and you may rely on it 
that, including all the stragglers tiiat may have joined the Seminoles during the last summer, they 
cannot exceed one hundred in all; but I am told that they are reinforced by a number of runaway 
negroes, who are decidedly the most active, keen, and intelligent fellows among them. Whatever their 
strength was before this war, their reinforcements cannot exceed three or four hundred of every 
description. 

In relation to the Creeks, there would be no difficulty in procuring their services, or in depending on 
them after they were procured. Whether, under existing circumstances, the government would be 
willing to employ them against the Se ‘minoles is more than I ean say; but if they should, there would be 
no difliculty in procuring as many as you might choose to muster into service. 

I have the honor to retaain your friend and humble servant, 


JOHN B. HOGAN, Superintendent of Creek Removal. 
Major General W. Scorr, Commanding in Florida. 
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War Department, Washington, January 21, 1836. 


Str: Major General Scott has been directed to assume the general direction of operations in Florida. 
Zecent intelligence has led to the belief that the Creeks have actively joined, or intend to join, the 
Seminole Indians in their hostilities Should such prove to be the case, General Scott has orders to 
reduce the Creek Indians, as well as the Seminoles, to unconditional submission. In this event, you will 
please to report yourself to him, and communicate to him all the instructions and information in your 
possession respecting the views of the government on the subject of the removal of the Creek Indians. 
You will also carry into effect such instructions on this matter as he may give you. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

LEWIS CASS. 


Colonel Joun B. Hocay, Columbus, Georgia. 





No. 2. 


Tauuanassee, Florida, March 7, 1836. 

Dear Sir: Major Flournoy and Mr. Watson, of Columbus, Georgia, who will hand you this letter, have 
applied to me to receive into the service two hundred Indians that they have conditionally engaged. It is 
a matter over which I have no authority, and, accordingly, have referred them to vou. If, as I presume 
will be the case, the Indians shall betake themselves to the hammocks and swamps, and seek for safety 
there, those Indians may prove highly serviceable in discovering their retreat; besides, as in war times 
neighboring tribes are not disposed to be inactive, they may join the enemy if you refuse to take them 
into your service. I should think, therefore, it would be most advisable to authorize those gentlemen to 
bring them to Tampa. The Chattahoochee river being now in fine order, they could very soon be 
transported in a steamboat to Tampa Bay. 

] have no news either from the army or elsewhere. Our difference with France is adjusted without 
war and without apology. 

In this Territory horses nor supplies for them could be procured; accordingly, one-half, say three 
hundred, were sent to Tampa Bay, under Major Read. About two hundred are, or soon will be, on the 
frontier about the Suwanee, to guard against those marauding straying parties that may attempt any 
mischief there. 

With great respect, 
J. H. EATON. 


General WINFIELD Scott. 


ORDER No. 13. 
Heapgvarters Army or Fiorina, Fort Drane, March 14, 1836. 


General Thomas Woodward, of Macon county, Alabama, is authorized, aided by Majors J. H. Watson 
and W. B. Flournoy, to accept the services of any five hundred Creek warriors, to be employed as auxil- 
iaries in the present war against the Seminole Indians. Should General Woodward decline taking the 
command of these friendly Indians, Major Watson, assisted by Major Flournoy, will take the command of 
them. 

The United States agents in the Creek nation will give every facility in raising and despatching the 
auxiliary force mentioned above. The force will proceed, by water, from the Creek country to Tampa 
Bay, where, on its arrival, it w.ll be reported to any general or colonel who may be in command in that 
quarter. i 

Commissions, of course, cannot be granted to the gentlemen who may be employed with this force; 
but the commander will be considered as having the rank of lieutenant colonel, the next officer the rank 
of major, and the third that of captain. Should more officers be requisite, one or two lieutenants will be 
recognized; but this will be a subject for future determination. 


WINFIELD SCOTT, 





No. 4. 


War Departaent, April 12, 1836. 
Sir: I enclose herewith an extract of a letter received from Colonel Hogan, together with a copy of 
one this day addressed to him. 
As my views are fully expressed in the letter to Colonel Hogan, I need not trouble you with a repe- 
tition of them. 
Very respectfully, your most obedient servant, 


LEWIS CASS. 
Major General Scott, Fort King, Florida. 
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Extract of a letter from John B. Hogan to the Secretary of War, dated 
Tuskecer, March 28, 1836. 

Sir: At this council Mr. John H. Watson, the same young man who commenced all the late disturb- 
ances at Columbus by attacking a party of Creeks below Fort Mitchell, in which affair two white men 
were killed—this Mr. Watson came on the ground with a piece of paper purporting to be a copy of an 
order recently issued by Major General Scott, authorizing General Woodward, of this place, who is one 
of the new batch of emigrating contractors, to accept the services of any five hundred Creek Indians as 
volunteers. General W. declined making any efforts to raise volunteers, by stating that it was a well- 
known fact that he had no influence with the Indians, but if they were raised, and no better man could 
be found, he would go with them; but, as far as I could understand his open declarations, he appeared 
to disapprove altogether of the project, as it was his opinion that it would retard emigration. Mr. Watson, 
who appears to be a wild, rash, inconsiderate young man, insisted that I was bound to raise the warriors. 
I referred him to Captain Page, as a military officer, and who was acting as superintendent, but he seemed 
to think that a word or two from me would induce the chiefs to jump at the offer. In the meantime | 
consulted Captain Page, who was decidedly opposed to sending Indians under the orders of such a man, 
and, indeed, seemed to disapprove of it. I also consulted with Opothleholo, who said he did not want 
his people to engage in any such war at present; that he was anxious to get off for the west; but if the 
Secretary of War wanted his people to go, he did not wish them to go with men he did not know, and of 
course had no confidence in. Other chiefs told me the same thing. Mr. Watson continued to follow me 
about, and insisting that I must get him Indians to go; and at last he became rude and offensive. I then 
cut him short, by telling him if he had any communications to make me to do it in writing, and I would 
in the same manner reply. I also consulted the emigrating contractors, who, I had reason to think, were 
pushing on Watson, and asked them, if the Indian warriors were raised, if they would give me, from 
under their hands, a relinquishment of any claim they might hereafter choose to prefer for damages on 
account of those Indians being carried to Florida. They said they would not give any relinquishment, 
but the Indians might go if the War Department required their services. 

Whatever inclination I might have to obey General Scott’s orders—and certainly there is no officer 
I have ever served under that I more highly love and respect, and whose orders at all times afforded me 
more pleasure to obey—yet, in the present instance, I have deemed it most prudent to refer the whole 
matter to you. I can easily perceive General Scott’s situation when he gave that order to those young 
men, Watson and Flournoy, who visited him at Picolata, and no doubt made a display of their patriotism 
and popularity among the Creeks, and urged the general to give them an order to bring into the field five 
hundred Indians. The general, seeing but one side. and being pleased with their spirit, gave the order. 
You will see, too, that the order (a copy of which I herewith enclose) does not embrace an order on the 
commissariat or quartermaster general’s department for subsistence and transportation, or on the ord- 
nance department for arms, or their being mustered into the service of the United States; nor was it 
personally addressed to Captain Page or myself, nor would Mr. Watson vouch that it was a correct copy 
of General Scott’s order, as he wrote it, he said, from memory. If it is desirable to have the five hundred 
Creek warriors engage in this war, I have but little doubt they can be obtained, if proper persons are 
sent tocommand them; but I do not think that either Mr. Watson or Mr. Flournoy is the right sort of 
person to be charged with such @ command. I have no doubt of the bravery of either, but I should think 
they lack the other requisites of a commander, viz: prudence, temper, caution, and experience. If, how- 
ever, you wish the order complied with, it shall be attempted and enforced as far as my influence will go. 
In my first communication to General Scott I made a tender of my services, should he require Indians in 
this campaign; not having heard from him, I presume the department would not sanction the employment 
of them, and thought no more on the subject. If, however, I am mistaken, I again tender my services to 
go as commandereof such a body as the department may order. A matter of that sort is much more to 
my taste than the duties now assigned me. 

I have the honor to remain your obedient servant, 


JOHN B. HOGAN, 


Hon. Lewis Cass. 


War Department, April 12, 1836. 


Sir: I have received your letter of the 28th ultimo. With respect to the employment of the Creek 
Indians under the orders of General Scott I am unwilling to give you any definite instructions. I would 
rather that thé campaign should be brought to a successful termination without the aid of the Creek 
Indians. Still, if from the nature of the operations this cannot be done without sacrificing our own troops 
to the unhealthfulness of the climate in the sickly season of the year, the department will consent to have 
a corps of these Indians raised, if they are willing to be soemployed. But the time which has intervened 
since the authority given by General Scott on this subject, and the great changes which may have 
occurred in the state of things in Florida, render it inexpedient to give directions here to have any 
measures taken. I think it is best that you should explain to the Creeks the views of General Scott in 
relation to the employment of these young men, and request them to have in readiness the force which he 
required to be called out should General Scott again renew the requisition. In the meantime I shall 
communicate these views to General Scott, and refer to his own discretion the course which shall be 
taken. 

I have to request your zealous co-operation in whatever measures General Scott may think necessary. 

Very respectfully, your most obedient servant, 
LEWIS CASS. 
Colonel J. B. Wogan, Columbus, Georgia. 
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No. 6. 


Extract from a letter of Major General Thomas S. Jesup to the Hon. B. F. Butler, (Secretary of War ad 
interim, ) dated 


“ort Dapr, March 7, 1837. 


“When the Indian regiment was raised in the Creek country, for service in Florida, it was distinctly 
understood by them, as well as by me, that they were to be allowed to return to Alabama in time to remove 
to the country assigned to them, west of the Mississippi, before the season for planting their corn. I 
have found it necessary to retain them in the service up to this time, and it is important that they remain 
until the Seminoles remove. Had they left me on the Ist of February, according to the assurances given 
to them, I must have called into service at least two regiments vf militia or volunteers to have taken 
their places, at a heavy expense; besides, there would have been much loss of time in discharging the 
Indians and bringing into service the militia. From a careful consideration of all the circumstances in 
which I found myself, as well as from the situation of the enemy and the nature of the country in which 
we were operating, I was decidedly of opinion that sound policy, as well as considerations of economy, 
made it proper to retain the Indian force. To induce them to remain, I assured them that if they should 
be detained beyond the planting season the United States would not only subsist them for twelve months 
after their arrival west, but, in addition to that period, until the time of gathering their crops next year. 
By the arrangement which I have made with them a considerable sum will be saved to the treasury in 
the end, and I respectfully ask that it be approved by the department.” 





No, 7. 
War Department, March 27, 1837. 

Sir: I have had the honor to receive your letter of the 7th instant, respecting the further continuance 
of the regiment of Creek warriors in the service of the United States. The reasons given by you for 
adopting this measure are entirely satisfactory, and the department therefore approves it, and will carry 
into effect the assurances which you have given those Indians respecting their subsistence after their 
arrival at their homes in the west. 

Very respectfully, your most obedient servant, 
J. R. POINSETT. 
Major General Tuomas 8S. Jesup, Fort Dade, Garey’s Ferry, Florida. 





No. 8. 


War Departuent, July 22, 1837. 


Sm: It having been deemed advisable to employ a body of friendly Indians to aid in shay operations 
against the Se ‘minoles of Florida during the next campaign, you are required to endeavor to engage for 
this service four hundred Shawnees, two hundred Delawares, and one hundred Kické apoos, to be selected 
from the most intelligent of those best affected towards the United States. You will represent to them 
that they will be divided into bands of fifty each, including the individual who may have the command of 
each band, and who will be selected by those composing the bands out of their own number. The 
compensation of these Indians for six months’ service will be as follows: To the chief of each band, four 
hundred and seventeen dollars, and to all others, each, two hundred and seventy dollars. Besides this 
pay, they will be subsisted at the expense of the government; and it may be proper to assure them that 
every effort will be made to give them, should they desire it, the same kind of ration which they now 
receive; and that, should any of the Indians thns engaged die or be killed while in the service of the 
government, the amount of pay which may be due them for the six months’ service will be given to their 
families. 

These Indians will be armed with their own rifles and implements, so far as they possess them, and 
those who may not have them of their own will be furnished by the United States, the cost of which to 
be deducted from their pay. Each band will select its own interpreter, who will be enrolled, and will 
compose one of the fifty. The compensation of each interpreter, for the six months’ service, will be three 


hundred and fifty dollars. 
It is of great importance that the enrolment and organization of this force should be completed 


sufficiently e varly to admit of its transportation to Tampa Bay, Florida, by the middle of October next at 
latest. In the duty of enrolling and organizing, you will be assisted by one or more officers of the army, 
who will join you at the proper time for the purpose, and who, when this duty shall have been comple ted, 
will take charge of the Indians, and conduct them in transports on their way to Florida, 


Very respectfully, your most obedient servant, 
J. R. POINSETT. 
Major R. W. Cummins, Fort Leavenworth, Missouri. 


[Same to Captain William Armstrong, substituting for the names and numbers of the tribes two 


hundre d Choctaws. 
Same to General J. M. Street, substituting for the names and numbers of the tribes one hundred 


Sacs and Foxes.] 
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No. 9. 


Extract from a letter to Major General Thomas S. Jesup, dated 
“War Department, July 25, 1837. 
“Measures have been taken to obtain the Indian force you have recommended, and it is hoped that 
one thousand warriors will be at Tampa in time to co-operate with the regulars at the commencement of 


the campaign: say two hundred Delawares, four hundred Shawnees, one hundred Sacs and Foxes, one 
hundred Kickapoos, and two hundred Choctaws, making in all one thousand warriors.” 





No. 10. 


War Department, August 1, 1837. 
Sir: I enclose for your information copies of instructions that have been issued in reference to the 
employment of an Indian force during the next campaign in Florida. 
Very respectfully, your most obedient servant, 
J. R. POINSETT. 
Major General Tuomas 8S. Jesup, Garey’s Ferry, Florida. 





No. 11. 


War Derartwent, August 8, 1837. 


Sir: Major Brant, quartermaster at St. Louis, has been instructed to turn over to you the sum of three 
thousand dollars, which is to defray the expenses incident to engaging the Shawnees, Delawares, Kicka- 
poos, and Sac and Fox Indians, for service in Florida. 

* These expenses will comprise those necessarily incurred by the agent in assembling the Indians at 
some proper point, the cost of their subsistence while there, until they shall have been regularly enrolled 
and organized into companies and received into the service of the United States, and of such clothing as 
they may be in immediate want of. Payments for these objects will be made upon accounts certified by 
the agent whose duty it is to collect the Indians together. Of the sum mentioned, you will place two 
thousand five hundred dollars in the hands of Captain Bean, to defray the expenses of clothing the 
Shawnees, Delawares, and Kickapoos, and the remainder you will take charge of, and pay the expenses 
incident to the assembling of the Sacs and Foxes. 

Very respectfully, your most obedient servant, 
J. R. POINSETT. 

Lieutenant Bens. Poor, St. Louis, Wo. 





No. 12. 


War Department, August 8, 1837. 

Sir: For the purpose of defraying the expenses incident to assembling the Choctaw Indians required 
for service in Florida, for subsisting them till they shall have been enrolled, organized, and regularly 
mustered into the service of the United States, and of providing them with such articles of clothing as 
they may be in immediate want of, the assistant quartermaster at Fort Gibson has been instructed to 
place in your hands the sum of five hundred dollars. You will make the payments for the above objects, 
and for such other expenses as the agent may necessarily incur, on accounts certified by the agent whose 
duty it is to assemble the Indians. 

With respect to arms for such of these Indians as may not have them, these will be supplied from 
the arsenal at Baton Rouge, Louisiana; at which place, in transporting the Indians to New Orleans, you 
will stop, for the purpose of providing the Indians with them. 

Very respectfully, your most obedient servant, 
J. R. POINSETT. 

Captain Beys. L. E. Bonnevitir, United States Army, Fort Gibson, Ark. 





No. 13. 


War Department, August 9, 1837. 


Sm: Captains Gordon and Bean have been selected to assist you in the performance of the duty of 
engaging the Shawnees, Delawares, and Kickapoos, for service in Florida, imposed upon you by my letter 
of the 22d ultimo, and to take charge of those Indians and conduct them to Florida, when they shall 
have been mustered into the service of the United States: 

Measures have been taken for placing in the hands of Captains Gordon and Bean such.an amount of 
funds as will, it is supposed, defray the expenses which it may be necessary to incur previous to the 
Indians being mustered. These expenses, it is presumed, will principally consist of those incident to the 
measures for collecting the Indians at one point, their subsistence, and the purchase of such articles of 
clothing as may be immediately required to render them comfortable and to create a favorable impression 
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on their part towards the United States. Accounts for these objects will be paid by Captains Gordon and 
Bean on your certificate ; and I have to request that in your expenditures you will be prudent and as 
economical as circumstances will permit. 

Should you not succeed in engaging the requisite number of either of the tribes named, you will use 
your discretion in making up the deficiency from one or both of the others ; and should the number of each 
tribe which you may prevail upon to enter the service fall short of that required, you will endeavor to 
provide for the defici iency from other tribes, being careful to employ those who would serve with the 
Shawnees, Delawares, and Kickapoos, without danger of difliculty from dissensions between them. 


Very respectfully, your most obedient servant, 
J.R. POINSETT. 


Major R. W. Crusasaxs, Fort Leavenworth, Missoury. 


No. 14. 
War Departuent, August 9, 1837. 

Sir: Lieutenant Poole has been selected to assist you in the performance of the duty of engaging 
the Sacs and Foxes for service in Florida, imposed upon you by my letter of the 22d ultimo, and to take 
charge of those Indians and conduct them to Florida when they shall have been mustered into the service 
of the United States. 

Measures have been taken for placing in the hands of Lieutenant Poole such an amount of funds as 
will, it is supposed, defray the expenses which it may be necessary to incur previous to the Indians being 
mustered. These expenses, it is presumed, will principally cousist of those incident to the measures for 
collecting the Indians at one point, their subsistence, and the purchase of such articles of clothing as may 
be immediately required to render them comfortable, and to create a favorable impression on their part 
towards the United States. Accounts for these objects will be paid by Lieutenant Poole on your cer- 
tificate ; and I have to request that in your expenditures you will be prudent and as economical 
circumstances will permit. 

Should you not succeed in engaging the requisite number of Sacs and Foxes, you will endeavor to 
make up the deficiency trom some other tribe, being careful, however, in engaging those who would 
harmonize in feeling with the Sacs and Foxes, and serve with them without danger of difficulty from 
disseusions between them. 

Very respectfully, your most obedient servant, 
J.R. POINSETT. 
General J. M.Srreer. (Zo the care of General William Clark, St. Louis, Missouri.) 


No. 15. 


War Department, August 9, 1837. 

Str: Captain Bonneville has been selected to assist you in the performance of the duty of engaging 
the Choctaws for service in Florida, imposed upon you by my letter of the 22d ultimo, and to take charge 
of those Indians and conduct them to Florida when they shall have been mustered into the service of the 
United States 

Measures have been taken for placing in the hands of Captain Bonneville such an amount of funds 
as will, it is supposed, defray the expenses which it may be necessary to incur previous to the Indians 
being mustered. These expenses, it is presumed, will principally consist of those incident to the measures 
for collecting the Indians at one point, their subsistence, and the purchase of such articles of clothing as 
may be immediately required to render them comfortable, and to create a favorable impression on their 
part towards the United States. Accounts for these objects will be paid by Captain Bonneville on your 
certificate ; and I have to request that in your expenditures you will be prudent and as economical as 
circumstances will permit. 

Should you not succeed in engaging the requisite number of Choctaws, you will endeavor to make 
up the deficiency from some other tribe, being careful, however, in engaging those who would harmonize 
in feeling with the Choctaws, and serve with them without danger of difficulty from dissensions between f 





them. 
Very respectfully, your most obedient servant, 


J. R. POINSETT. 
Captain Wituram Armstrone, Choctaw Agency, Arkansas. 











No. 16. 
War Department, August 9, 1837. 


Sir: In the instructions to Major Cummins, whom you are to assist in engaging the Sacs and Foxes 
‘equired for service in Florida, he is told that those Indians who may not have the necessary arms and 
accoutrements will be provided with them by the United States ; and I have now to inform you that these 
will be suppiied at St. Louis on your arrival there with the Indians on your way to Florida, 


Very respectfully, your most obedient servant, 
J. R. POINSETT. 


Lieutenant Bensamin L. FE. Poorer, St, Louis, Missouri. 




















1837. ] IMPROVEMENTS IN FIRE-ARMS. §25 








No. 17. 
War Department, August 9, 1837. 


GENTLEMEN : In the instructions to Major Cummins, whom you are to assist in engaging the Shaw- 
nees, Delawares, and Kickapoos, required for service in Florida, he is told that those Indians who may 
not have the necessary arms and accoutrements will be provided with them by the United States ; and I 
have now to inform you that these will be supplied at St. Louis on your arrival there with the Indians on 
your way to Florida. 

Very respectfully, your most obedient servant, 
J. R. POINSETT. 

Captains Wirtiam Gorpon and J, L. Bran, Fort Leavenworth, Missouri. 
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REPORT OF THE PRESIDENT OF A BOARD OF OFFICERS ON IMPROVEMENTS IN FIRE- 
ARMS BY HALL, COLT, COCURAN, LEAVITT, AND BARON HACKETT, AS COMPARED 
WITH THE UNITED STATES MUSKET, AND THEIR RELATIVE QUALITIES AND EFFI- 
CIENCY. 

COMMUNICATED TO THE SENATE OCTOBER 38, 1837. 


War Department, October 2, 1837. 


Sir: The president of the board of officers appointed under a resolution of the Senate to examine 
certain arms, has, with the consent of the board, submitted to this department the accompanying report 
of their examination. This document appears to me not only to present the result of the investigation 
in a more condensed shape, but to contain some useful information omitted in the former. I beg leave 
therefore to withdraw that document and to substitute the report herewith submitted. 

Very respectfully, your most obedient servant, 
J. R. POINSETT. 


Hon. R. M. Jounson, President of the Senate. 





INTRODUCTION. 


The board of officers appointed by General Orders No. 2, February 3, in conformity with a resolution 
of the Senate of the 27th of January, 1837, “to inquire into and report upon the improvement in fire-arms 
inade by Hall, Colt, Cochran, and the Baron Hackett, and to show the importance of each in all important 
military points of view,” have the honor to report that the results of the various experiments to which 
the beard has subjected the several arms named in the resolution, and which have not failed to establish 
a decided opinion as regards their advantages and faults as weapons proper for arming troops in field 
service, are herewith presented in tabular form, as required by the resolution. 

The board, constrained to pursue the order prescribed in the resolution of the Senate, has involved 
some repetitions. a: 

I. CELERITY OF FIRE. 


The table gives the following results in loading and firing: 


1, With the musket. | : 2. With rifles. 
ee. iislededescbmtase., - Ta (OS ea eer eee ear a are ke, 
cot en ee eee eee ..-. 5 | No. 2. Colt’s, (musket calibre)...... errr 
i Gane eee ee tekekewsca Wel ee a: | y ksh eo eeeaus wack eee 
ae 3 i eas Keates Cae 
No. 5. United States standard........... 3 Pe Ish kc AKSASS ee Reeeee ee 


Muskets—Hackett’s and Hall’s load at the breech with single charges, though constructed on 
different principles. 

No. 5. The United States standard loads at the muzzle. 

Nos. 3 and 4. Colt’s and Cochran’s load at the breech with many-chambered shifting receivers of their 
charges. 

The firing with Hackett’s, Hall’s, and the United States muskets was in rapid succession. 

Colt’s and Cochran’s required from 2! to 2’ 10” to charge a receiver.* 

To determine the comparative celerity, the parties were each furnished with a target, and were 
required cach to load and fire the greatest number of rounds in a given time; Hackett, Hall, and the 
United States musket being suppled with cartridges, Cochran and Colt with loose ammunition; all com- 
menced loading at the word “ fire.” 

The board adopted this mode to place the, respective weapons upon an equal footing, and under such 
circumstances as would ordinarily occur in actual service. 


® To charge these receivers 2’ to 3’ were necessary. Colt, to press the ball down, used a lever ; Cochran, a rammer and 
mallet ; these were appendages apparently necessary. A rest was necessary to load the latter, Cochran’s, receiver. 
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II. EXTENT OF THE RECOIL. 


The arms of Hall, Hackett, Colt, and Cochran, being loaded at the breech, receive a ball of greater 
diameter than a gun which is loaded at the muzzle; the consequence is, a smaller quantity of powder 
being required to produce the same propelling power necessary for the musket, where, of course, there 
must be windage, the recoil must, even on that account, be considerably diminished; but, besides, the 
action of the powder upon the resisting point of these guns is much less than the effect produced by the 
elastic fluid upon the breech of other guns of the usual construction; the recoil does not appear sufficient 
in any of them to have occasioned any inconvenience to the persons using the arms. 


i. THE EFFICIENCY OF FIRE, 


From.the experiments made, it appears that for guns of the same calibre, and in the same resisting 
medium, the penetration of the arms loading at the breech, and having their correct charge of powder, is 
greater than those which are loaded at the muzzle; this is supposed to proceed from the powder, in the 
former case, having its whole propelling force operating on the ball; in the latter case it cannot, owing 
to the windage. 

The statement in the following table shows the results of experiments made at West Point on June 
19, 1837. 

















. Target of well-seasoned oak. 
Arm | Charge. Distance of | Penetration. 
target. 

Grains. Feet. Inches. 
United States musket................ OT er eT Cr 134 10 2.3 
NN ECTS OTC T ubbpanka hs ee abh eos ee erry | 110 10 2.1 
I hee CECE SG Sie i oie wk ons as ORR RE NEN NESER TSE Woes 134 10 2.6 
RT eee ee Ee ee Se ee ee rap ere ast 110 10 a.% 
I hi a og id es oa i PCC Te Pe ee ree | 100 10 3.0 
EES Pee re sw avebe se eens: Ave SO 10 | 1.6 





Notr.—The chamber of Cochran’s gun was not capable of containing over 80 grains, 


It is worthy of remark that in the case of Colt’s gun has been illustrated and confirmed the experi- 
ments and theory of celebrated writers upon artillery and the effect of powder. 


NN rere ee ere Tee Tee (Raate isvconce Ce TRS. 
110 grains produced............ [S.Ct ATTA REE Twas sae Sees ‘ithe tae ™ 
| ere eee eee ee Pee ETS reer eT eT ee eee RET EE TTC eT ee Serer rs 3.00“ 


Thus the declaration is here clearly demonstrated that overcharges produce diminished ranges ! ! 
IV. INCONVENIENCE FROM HEATSD BARRELS. 


Guns which are loaded at the breech are supposed to acquire a less degree of heat, after a rapid and 
continued fire, than the common arm, in consequence of being cooled by a current of fresh air passing 
through the barrel during the period of loading; in the experiments here, such does not appear to have 
been materially the case. The temperature of the interior of the several barrels was ascertained by the 
introduction of a thermometer immediately after firing, in a given period, a certain number of rounds in 
quick succession, from 25 to 30 rounds. The result was as follows: Ilall’s, 150°; Hackett’s, —; Colt’s, 
120°; Cochran’s, 122°. 


V. CAPACITY OF BEING USED AS A RIFLE. 


In positions not uncommon to light troops, the experiments with Hall’s rifle in 1826, at Fort 
Monroe, when in the hands of regular troops, fully proves this arm admirably adapted to that description 
of service; it will equally apply to the cavalry or mounted corps in all situations where fire-arms may be 
required. 

The many-chambered guns, from causes before mentioned, connected with their complicated construc- 
tion, are by no means suitable to the service of light troops, and particularly when mounted; Hall’s rifle 
and Hackett’s gun (reduced in length) may, it is considered, be very appropriate to the service required; 
the fulminating primer is, it must be stated, the only apparent objection to the adoption of Hackett’s 
gun. 


VI. SIMPLICITY AND CHEAPNESS OF CONSTRUCTION. 


The attainment of simplicity in the construction of fire-arms is unquestionably of the first importance, 
in order that those who are to use them may readily comprehend their principles and utility. 

In the examination of Hall’s gun, nothing appears complicated; on the contrary, one is struck with 
the simplicity and solidity of the component parts, and the absence of the various appendages (equip- 
ments) which are attendant upon, and are indispensable to, the use and service of the arms both of Colt 
and Cochran. As regards simplicity and solidity of construction, what has been said of the arms of Hall 
may in general be applied to Hackett’s gun. It possesses many of the features of utility which characterize 
the former, and which render them so valuable for military purposes. An arm complicated in its mechanism 
and arrangements deranges and perplexes the soldier in its management; it requires more than common 
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attention to its care and preservation; and should it perchance fail in its operation, which its complexity 
of construction would frequently occasion, he will lose all confi lence in its powers of execution. 

Hall’s and Hackett’s arms, possessing, apparently, the desired simplicity, are more easily managed, 
present less accountability to the soldier, are less liable to get out of order, and when they are they are 
more easily repaired. 

The master armorers at the national manufactories have been instructed to prepare estimates of the 
cost of the manufacture of each description of arm. Their 1eport, which, it is supposed, will approximate 
the reality, will accompany this report, C. 


VII. DURABILITY. 


The means of testing the durability of the several description of arms is not within the control of the 
board; it can only be determined by requiring the inventors to undertake a fatiguing course of firing 
ereater than some of them could endure, or by placing the arms in the hands of troops, and having them 
exposed to all the incidents and trials of active field service. 

The expefiments with Tfail’s gun in 1826 gave results satisfactory as to its power of resisting the 
effect of long firing; and there can be no doubt that the durability of ail description of guns will depend 


“7? 
greatly upon simplicity, and consequent strength of construction. 


VIII. SAVING OF AMMUNITION, 


It has been stated that those arms which load at the breech require less powder to produce the same 
result than those of common construction.—(See No. 2, efficiency of fire. 

In the common musket 144 grains of powder constitute the charge for service, including ten grains 
for priming. Colt’s musket, charged with 100 grains, (primed with a percussion cap,) gave proof of equal 
and even of superior power of penetration; which determined that quantity of powder was fully sufficient 
for that musket. Cochran’s musket could not, from its construction, receive more than 80 grains, which 
was insufficient to accomplish the range and penetration of the United States musket, or that of Colt, 
with their respective charges; but the reduction of Colt’s charge to that of Cochran’s produced equal 
power. 
These experiments being directed to facts in regard to the proper charges to be used in the new 
description of arms, and likewise with a view to test their relative powers, were conclusive in their results, 
and prove that in muskets of the same calibre the saving of powder would be in favor of those which 
load at the breech as 100 is to 144;* and secondly, the same principle operating in the different arms of 
Hall, Hackett, Colt, and Cochran, the same charge would produce the same effect. 


- 


Appendages. 


The inventors, Colt and Cochran, propose that each soldier should, when armed, carry five receivers 
(cylinders, ) four exclusive of that aflixed to the gun. 


Ibs. oz 
ee ee UII, UI Os a neo oa 66k basin ddsseesecercedseccsscosssstsccsce FF 
ee ee Tee rere SURES AAD Re 
boo waran evar sbSaceap lle e-sstin ecrseuae CREE CE COR CC ETE 13 14 
Cochran’s, when increased ‘to hold 100 grains, would weigh, with their charges as siaiiea a 

ES TL LR Oe ererres as see taws 16 14 


The same number of rounds (35) contained in these receivers or cylinders, w veighing in one instance 16 
Ibs. 14 0z., would, in the common mode of transportation, only weigh 2 2 Ibs. 12 oz. Thus the soldier would 
be encumbered with near 12 pounds additional weight of a substance inconvenient in form, and in its 
position oppressive in a high degree. 

To load the many-chambered guns several implements of novel and inconvenient form are required, 
the use and accountability of which would be equally difficult and oppressive to the soldier, besides 
adding still more to great weight and appendages already noticed. In the common musket, and with 


Hall’s and Hackett’s, these equipments are not required. 


IX. THE NUMBER OF CHARGES WHICH MAY BE CARRIED BY AN INFANTRY SOLDIER. 


The greatest number of cartridges which are carried by a soldier are 60,— 4 lbs. Colt’s and 
Cochran’s guns, to transport little more than half that number of charges, would, as has been presented, 
require the soldier to sustain an additional weight to that of his arms, his knapsack, &c., of from fourteen 
to seventeen pounds, which it is believed he could not support. 

This is one of the serious objections to the arms of Colt and Cochran. The arms of Hall and Hackett 
are exempt from these objections; they may be provided with as many charges as are allowed for the 
musket in the usual cartridge-box or other modes of transportation. 


X. THE AI'VANTAGES WHEN USED AGAINST A CHARGE OF CAVALRY. 


¢ 
In sustaining an attack from cavalry, arms which can keep up a continuous fire, preserving at the 
same time a position of defence with the bayonet, have certainly an advantage greatly superior to those 
which are obliged to change their position “ to load.” Hall’s and Hackett’s muskets possess the above 
advantage in an eminent degree, being, even during the process of loading, at the charge, and ready for 
personal defence. ‘This is not the case with Colt’s and Cochran’s arms, in consequence of the necessity of 
disconnecting their parts for the purpose of charging them. 


* Percussion caps were used in the chimbered guns, flint in the musket ; the latter probably is the least expense. It is 
supposed the reguluition charge for the musket is tuo great ; 
} With this weight of metallic substance, and fixed round the waist, how long would the soldier endure the heat and 


damp in the swamps of Florida ? 
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XI. THE ADVANTAGES WHEN USED BY CAVALRY. 


The advantage is very great in favor of guns which load at the breech; they are easily managed 
and conveniently loaded on horseback; they are therefore peculiarly adapted to cavalry service 

Another advantage they possess: the ball being larger than the diameter of the barrel, the ball is 
not deranged in its chamber by the movement of the horse. 

For reasons stated in No. 5 of this report the many-chambered arms are deemed inapplicable to the 
service of cavalry. 


General remarks. 


The various arms under consideration, which have been submitted to the board, constitute two 
classes, viz: 

The first comprises the guns of Hall and Hackett, which load at the breech with single chamber. 

The second are the ‘ many-chambered,” or repeating guns of Colt and Cochran, the breech of which 
is formed of cylindrical receivers which revolve on a pivot, and in which are conical chambers to contain 
a number of charges, which are brought successively in line with the barrel. This first class differ in 
construction. Hackett’s gun, opening at the breech, uncovers the bottom of the bore into which the 
charge is inserted in the form of a cartridge. 

2. Hall’s gun, the chamber of which being raised by means of a spring, receives its charge, either of 
cartridge or powder and ball, from a flask. 

The second class also varies in construction. The receiver, which contains the chambers for the 
charges in Cochran’s, revolves horizontally on an axis perpendicular to the bore; whereas Coult’s receiver 
revolves on an axis parallel to the bore. 

All these guns lvad at the breech. The advantages of this system are, therefore, common to all, viz: 
the ball being larger than the bore prevents windage; and, in consequence, obtains a greater range, more 
exactness of fire, and, less powder being required, the recoil is diminished. An additional advantage 
belongs to the first class, namely—Hlall’s and Hackett’s ; they can be loaded with great facility, and in 
any situation or position. This, for skirmishers and light troops, is very important. 

Hackett’s gun being loaded with cartridge, it often occurs that a part of the paper sticks to the side 

of the chamber, which, in some degree, chokes it; besides, this paper may at times retain fire, and expose 
the succeeding cartridge to explosion. This may be avoided in Hall’s gun, it being loaded with loose 
powder. 
The guns of Cochran and Colt are equally exposed with the others to the escape of gas through the 
joints and to a lodgment of burnt matter, rendering them stiff and difficult .of movement, and, from the 
contiguity of the loaded chambers and primers, they are liable to explosion of more than one charge at 
the same time. This may well happen from defect in the metal or imperfection of workmanship. In that 
case, these arms become as dangerous and destructive to yourselves as the enemy. One accident of the 
kind occurred on the 19th of June. A similar occurrence in the field would not only impair the confi- 
dence of the troops in the power and safety of their arms, but might render doubtful, at least, the success 
of their operations. It is shown, also, from the experiments that risk of great injury might be appre- 
hended by the bursting of the caps. However ingenious, therefore, may be the invention, however cred- 
itable the skill of the manufacturer, the board is of opinion that the arm of Cochran is an unsafe weapon, 
and unsuited to the use of bodies acting in line or in masses. 

The arm of Colt, possessing all the merits and exempt from some of the objections attending the 
former, may be usefully applied in special cases, (such as in stationary defence, intrenchments, block- 
houses, perhaps, too, in the naval service, in the tops of ships, to cover or repel boarders, and in boat 
service.) Notwithstanding these objects favorable to it, the board is unanimous in opinion that, from the 
complicated construction of this arm, its liability to accidents (one having occurred on the 21st of June— 
see note) in firing, and for other reasons before noticed, that it is not adapted to the general purposes of 
the service. 

The arm of Hackett the board considers of great merit, possessing in general the qualities of the 
musket, and over it, in several instances, advantages; but it is exposed to the serious objection of a dan- 
gerous arrangement of its ammunition as regards its packing and transportation, and from the impossibility 
of loading it with loose powder and ball, the necessity for which often occurs. The primer of fulminating 
powder, and attached to the cartridge, is considered dangerous when in connexion with large quantities 
of ammunition. These objections may be overcome by those in Europe who are devoting great attention 
and consideration to this arm; if so, we should place ourselves on a footing with those military nations 
who may adopt it, and to whom hereafter we may be opposed. The board is therefore of opinion we 
should be in possession of this arm, known in Europe as the Fusil Robert, and that the honorable Secretary 
of War be requested to have purchased ——— stand of these guns, and cause them to be placed in the 
hands of select men, in order to a thorough course of experiments embracing all the incidents of campaign 
service, both in respect to the weapon and its ammunition. 

The arms now in use in the United States service possess the power, in skilful hands, of all the effect 
of celerity and-efficiency. 

The experiments just finished are conclusive that up to forty rounds of fire, in reference to the usual 
character and incidents of service, they have the advantage in several respects, and equality in others to 
those of many chambers. 

In the instances of the arms under consideration, it is believed, if even there be anything gained by 
their peculiarities over the common musket and Hall’s guns in point of celerity, such advantage has been 
acquired by too great a sacrifice of important and indisputable principles; that in the desire to reach 
perfection in the construction of these arms, the convenience, physical power, and safety of those who are 
to use them have been wholly overlooked, and their liability to be assailed when not in a state of prepa- 
ration to continue their fire would detract greatiy from their character for efficiency. 

The board confirms the favorable reports and opinion of various commissions established to test the 
merits of Hall’s guns, some modifications and changes in the arm, and the equipments. They are easily 
effected. Then the board must entertain the opinion that, as an arm for military purposes, it possesses a 
decided superiority over every other now known construction of the system of guns which are loaded 
at the breech. ‘ 
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The application of percussion primers to arms for the use of troops has not yet been successful. With 
improved means of attaching them to the nipple or cone, they may be introduced into the service of light 
troops acting as tiralleurs. The difficulty of placing and fixing so small an object as the cap during the 
excitement of action, in excessively cold weather, or in dark nights, is deemed almost impracticable, 
and has prevented this improvement in fire-arms being generally adopted in any service.* 

Finally, it is the unanimous opinion of the board that the arms now in use in the service of the United 
States, viz: the musket, the rifle, and Hall’s musket, rifle, and carbine, with such improvements in tie 
construction as the latter are capable of, combine, in a higher degree, all the requisites of convenience, 
























































durability, simplicity, and efficiency than any that have been suggested for the general armament. All 
of which is respectfully submitted. 
Signed on the part of the board. 
JOHN R. FENWICK, Brigadier General and President. 
C. 
Cost of one gun from 5,000 to 50,000 of the new invented arms. 
5,000 10,000 | 20,000 | 40,000 | 50,000 | Weight of 
musket. 
lbs. 02. 
BE so 5is oe aso reas seedge veces ecccescast SES OP] OFS BB | $19 ST | $89 ST | S20 28 10 12 
Ee a 19 13 18 66 18 42 18 37 15 5 
8 ET Pe Te Te me 12 26 11 8&6 11 66 11 62 11 14 
Tabular statement of experiments with Cochran’s arms. 
Charge. Celerity of fire. | Efficiency of fire, mean 
penetration. 
~ o o 
Ep = rel] es 
Arm. Date. * FI = . 450) 2. Remarks. 
3 | 4 ¢| « les] @ le?] 23 
= | & dis] @ |2B] £ Jee] 2s 
S Ps = na e 3) ~ So = a = 4 
a/3i]ijel4l 2° /2 S [78] &é 
2 ae fi fees 2 “4 a = 
Alaelaieie| & le | &.j2 {2 
1837. 
Small rifle, — balls | Feb. 27 | 50 36 1 10 ce sone 0,56 |occcee dececcee 
to the pound. March 1 | 100 | 36 1 ROM enwareviee| oelses OF5L teeceseloces eeee 
2/150 | 35 | 1 Bilteces sea OOM loacess| veserens 
2|200 | 35 | 1 NOU Sc ccivatal nee OMIA cvse closeness 
"3s get Dal | aes sya ws Ol aryl | 1a Biers terre! Paneer ele Ropers Reenonce 
GO leeaces 35 1 Sb SP Sa caleseae apaleecwueleccceces 2° 50’ extent of recoil. 
9 | 100 35 1 et Ee OO ccna loons easclowessicleasecees Cylinder empty at the commencement of the time: 
Carbine, small, — |} Feb. 27 | 50 38 1 10 joccccccefoce eel 0.61 eee 
balls to the pound. | March 1 | 100 38 1 AO? lisse ceed laoneee Oe cccccctess +s...| Fired with rifle powder. 
2 | 150 45 1 Ol Scvcescetecstech OckO” teceees naraeieienae | United States. 
2/200 | 45 | 1 NOE Seesse leesees FORE | sacecie|sieenews' 
6] 9 | 4541 Dl vcccesscles ease OSOON weiceastes paces 
7/100 | 45 | 1 HOO | SOG! |Saaisicie| caiceiees dceens|ecwasese 
14 | 400 45 1 es ee IONE SOD Ree 50” employed in firing ; 3’ employed in loading. 
Musket...cccccccces| June 19 OE laseccet 2 4. Fn ee aD 71 al eee weereresrers 13 fragments of caps and lead found in the blindages* 
| placed on each side of the soldier, 
19°) 100° | 72 | T].c5.| 26 10? [cece losewioavepeaes .e[eeeeeeee| One lateral discharge. 
19] 133] 80 1 Datccwase|coawe Vaacciateidieslisiejeiaas 454 | Fired without patches. 
19| 133] 80 | 1 3 . , eee ee 154 | Fired with patches. 
19} 33] @ | 1 See et: oo free 
21 | 180 80 1 =U) Gs nd beer | sees bees scosselseccoees Temperature of barrel after firing 122° Fahrenheit. 






































* The liability of these caps to explode in pieces, and thereby annoy and maim the contiguous men, was fully illustrated: 


by the experiments. 
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Tabular statement of experiments with Halls rifle. 














ene Tt } 
| | F 5 ale ade a . | 
Charge. | Celerity of fire. | Efficiency of fire, mean | 
| . ‘ | 
] | | penetration. | 
{ | | 
j | 
Sa a ee Sgt rare ai | 
| ine j 2 — | 
| | 2 tp tr | 
} - = =] s H 
| | s ep at 
| ge (2 1 @ Pes tes} 
Date. a | z = | % | ae Sm | Remarks. 
| = ‘i 2 i «2 138 1 2 tek ize 
} ~d S | _ E | ' & ir > = 
| ~ = H — | = | 2 | ma | a + “ G 
| = 9 | = e = o = x ze | 
| 2 nd | ; a a | ep = & = 
© - | 7) | }S ep | = | «ns ae a 
| = 2 : = | 22 = a. ee 
| = z 2 5 = > = |é é | 
a ry a4 2 | of < Sn Zz 
ne | rn | _ - ee 
1837. | | | | | 
Feb’ry 27] 50 70 ee CO | O.63 Joceccccclecccvess 





ID: dAReeescunntcscose sees “ae Reeeeren epee | 
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June 19 3} 70 170d, ORO. Hw cceachclinsesss meget SEER: acshaewalniesewse 


21 180 70 


1 
March 1 100 70 | #1 | 
2/ 150 es Ed, PMD. “le shesacnsalonagaenaks ay rere eer — 
9 200 70 | 1 | 10 Heaney alton fake a Coe eens Two balls imbedded. 
6 9 | 70 ‘Sh. ae errerere reer: I Bcnienediasuoos | 
6 300 70 | l 10 [ee te weerleeeeeeeees 0.00 eee ches co One ball struck and made a slight indentation. 
Sy PRS a 70 =| 1 8 | 4 30 Bie: Ainsuanecuntincdwoestannnaees 9° 17/ extent of recoil. The recruit in whose hands the 
| | | | | gun was did not understand the use of the flask. 

9° 100 7 | ee cg ee eer oer ee Ls cinieaial heatelt nies 
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Tabular statement of experiments with Hall’s musket. 
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| penetration. 
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| March 1 100 | 86 | 1 aes {| 10 Jorseeceeleces cose Se deccuhshslenceus 
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Tabular statement of experiments with Hacketls musket. 
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Tabular statement of experiments with Colt’s arms. 
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Penetrations in cartridge paper at thirteen and one-third yards distance. 
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PROCEEDINGS OF A COURT OF INQUIRY RELATING TO TRANSACTIONS OF BREVET 
BRIGADIER GENERAL JOUN E. WOOL, AND THOSE UNDER HIS COMMAND IN THE 
CHEROKEE COUNTRY, IN ALABAMA. 


COMMUNICATED TO THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES OCTOBER 9, 1837. 


To the House of Representatives of the United States: 
I have the honor, in compliance with the resolution of the House of Representatives of the 4th instant, 
to transmit the proceedings of the court of inquiry in the case of Brevet Brigadier General Wool. 


M. VAN BUREN. 


Wasuincton, October, 1837. 


War Department, October 9, 1837. 


Sir: I have the honor to transmit herewith the proceedings of the court of inquiry, whereof Major 
General Scott was president, to examine into the transactions of Brevet Brigadier General Wool, &c., in 
the Cherokee country, in compliance with the resolution of the House of Representatives of the 4th instant. 

Very respectfully, your most obedient servant, 
J. R POINSETT. 


The Present of the United States. 





Proceedings of a court of inquiry, held by virtue of the following orders: 
GENERAL ORDERS No. 49. 


Heapquarters oF THE Army, Adjutant General's Office, Washington, July 26, 1837. 
The major general commanding in chief has received from the Secretary of War the directions of the 
President of the United States to appoint a court of inquiry to examine into the transactions of Brevet 
oh Nea : PI ning ; . : 
srigadier General Wool, and others under his command, in reference to his and their conduct in the Cher- 
okee country, so called, as set forth in a letter from his excellency the governor of Alabama, dated July 3 
- af J / ‘ . r . . . 7 . = 4 = ’ 
1837, addressed to the Secretary of War, and in the joint resolutions of the Senate and House of Repre- 
sentatives of that State, approved the 30th of June, 1837, which accompanied the said letter, all of which 
. . . . . . ? ? ? 
will in due form be laid before the court by the judge advocate. 
The court will hold its session at Athens, in the State of Tennessee, or at any other place which the 
court may deem more convenient; to open at 10 o’clock a. m. on the 25th day of August next, or as soon 
: : ? dD , 
thereafter as practicable. 
The court will consist of Brevet Major General W. Scott, Colonel W. Lindsay, and Major M. M. Payne, 
2d artillery; and Lieutenant W. C. De Hart, 2d artillery, judge advocate, will act as recorder. 
The court will report the facts in the case, for the information of the War Department. 
By order of Alexander Macomb, major general commanding in chief. 


R. JONES, Adjutant General. 
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SPECIAL ORDER No. 62. 


Apsutant GEenerat’s Orrice, Washington, May 17, 1837. 

The court of inquiry instituted pursuant to “ General Orders” No. 49, in the case of Brevet Brigadier 
General Wool, will report its opinion on the matter to be investigated, as well as the facts, for the infor- 
mation of the War Department. 

By order. 

R. JONES, Adjutant General. 





Knoxvitte, Tennessee, September 4, 1837, 10 o’clock a. m. 


The court met pursuant to the above orders. 

Present: Major General Winfield Scott, Colonel William Lindsay, Major M. M. Payne; Lieutenant 
W. C. De Hart, judge advocate. 

The orders above written being read, General Wool was asked if he had any objection to any member 
named, to which he replied in the negative: whereupon the court and the judge advocate were duly 
sworn. The judge advocate stated to the court that he had been instructed to proceed to this place and 
prepare the case; that, on the 9th of August, he had addressed the governor of Alabama, advising him of 
the institution of ‘the court of i inquiry to investig: ate certain acts of Brigadier General W ool, and requesting 
that he might be furnished with the necessary testimony and the names of witnesses. On the 18th of 
August, while on the road, he was informed that Governor Clay had passed the day previous on his way 
to W ashington city. He addressed a note to him, and received the following answer.—(See C.) 

On the 19th of August the judge advocate stated that he had also addressed a letter to his excellency 
the acting governor of Alabama, notifying him of the institution of the court, and requesting to be 
furnished with the necessary evidence to support the allegations made against General Wool by the State 
of Alabama; to which letter the following answer was given.—(D.) 

The judge advocate further informed the court that there was but one witness present, and the only 
one, as the judge advocate had been informed, who was cognizant of the facts referred to in the letter of 
complaint; it therefore remained with the court to determine whether they would proceed, or wait another 
period. 

The court was cleared. The court decided that the judge advocate should bring forward any docu- 
mentary evidence in his possession, and examine any witness on the part of the United States who may 
be present. 

The court was opened. The judge advocate read the letter (A) from his excellency C. C. Clay, 
governor of the State of Alabama, and also the preamble and resolutions (B) enclosed therein, of the legis- 
lature of the State of Alabama. 

The judge advocate then said that, in pursuance of a suggestion contained in the letter (C) from his 
excellency C. C. Clay, ex-governor of the State of Alabama, he had summoned Captain James Morrow, of 
the East Tennessee volunteers. 

Generai Wool rose and addressed the court. He said that, although he felt certain that the accusa- 
tion urged against him by the State of Alabama was unfounded, and although that State, as was shown 
by the letter (D) of the governor, had not a tittle of evidence to support such accusation, yet, with the 
permission of the court, he was willing and desirous to spread before it and explain every transaction of his 
while commanding in the Cherokee nation, and, with that view, was ready to indicate persons and exhibit 
papers. The judge advocate replied, that as the witness now present was the only person alluded to by 
the person complaining on the part of the State of Alabama from whom information might be derived, he 
would prefer to examine him. 


Captain James Morrow was accordingly sworn. 


Question by judge advocate. In what capacity were you serving in the Cherokee nation ? 

Answer. As captain of a volunteer company, under the command of General Wool. 

Question. Wiil you state t o the court your knowledge of the instructions given by General Wool in 
relation to, and of the acts of dispossessing one or any occupant of property in the Cherokee nation, 
within the State of ponent as set forth in the letter of complaint ? 

Answer. General Wool instructed me to investigate all complaints made by Cherokees against whites. 
The original orders I have—(E, F.) In consequence of this last letter, I requested General Wool to 
decide the case himself. The parties agreed upon the manner of taking testimony before a magistrate. I 
conveyed the testimony to General Wool, and received these instructions.—(G.) The letter explains that 
Sheriff Riddle was the administrator of the estate of John Gunter, senior, deceased, whe had acquired the 
rights of a Cherokee by having married a native. 

Question. Did the witness receive any further instructions, written or oral, on the same subjects from 
General Wool ? 

Answer. I received no other instructions. In obedience to the letter of instructions I dispossessed 
Colonel Steele of the improvement, and put in possession the purchaser of the same. 

Question. Who was the purchaser, and by whom was the sale made ? 

Answer. The sale was made by the administrator; the purchaser was Scrimpsher, son-in-law of J. 
Gunter, senior, deceased. This Mr. Scrimpsher was the husband of a half-breed. 

Question. Were the improvements of this estate “ Indian improvements ?” 

Answer. They were. These improvements were all in Marshall county, Alabama. Sheriff Riddle 
was the administrator appointed by authority of the laws of Alabama. All the parties resided in the 
Cherokee nation. 

Question. Were all the parties interested in this question “ Indians,” or “ Indian countrymen ?” 

Answer. They were, with the exception of the administrator. Mr. Riddle resided without the limits 
of the Cherokee nation; he was sheriff of Jackson county. I will also state that Mr. Scrimpsher had left 
before I had completed the removal of Steele’s property from the house, and told me to give possession to 
Major Allen, and he would be satisfied with it. 
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Question by the court. Will the witness please state to the court the manner of executing the order for 
dispossessing the occupant, Colonel Steel, the means employed, and what resistance, if any, was opposed 
to the witness. 

Answer. When I received the general’s instructions I saw Major Riddle and Colonel Steel together, 
and told them I should be very glad if they could arrange it without any interference on my part. 
Colonel Stecl agreed at that time that he would give possession to whoever might be the purchaser, else 
I was to dispossess him. The day of the sale Colonel Steel bid the property off himself, but refused to 
pay his bid, unless Riddle would make him such a transfer as he required. Major Riddle told Steel that 
he would sell the place the next day. I went down that day, however, and Major Riddle promised to 
make any transfer he required, if he would pay the money; Steel, nevertheless, refused. They wished to 
refer it to me; I told them I had nothing to do with it, and Major Riddle went on the next day to resell 
the place. Scrimpsher then bought it. Some time during that day Major Riddle sent word to me that 
Colonel Steel was collecting armed men to resist. I took some of my company and went down and found 
between fifteen and twenty men with guns. The colonel met ine on the way, and told me that he had no 
intention of resisting me, but as he had understood that Riddle intended to take possession without 
applying to me, he would resist him. The armed men dispersed, and I returned to camp. Scrimpsher 
had agreed to leave Steel in the house until the next day. The next morning Riddle and Steel came up 
to the cantonment. Riddle agreed that Steel should retain possession of a dining-room until he could get 
a place for his family, and Colonel Steel agreed to give up to the purchaser every other part of the improve- 
I was indisposed, and sent my lieutenant to see that Riddle or the purchaser received the improve- 


ment. 
ment. Some time during the day my lieutenant informed me that Colonel Steel refused to give possession 


of any part of it, and used a threat that there were more men in the country than in my company. Upon 
hearing this I rode down with a few of my men. Colonel Steel had left the premises. I did not complete 
the removal of the goods until next day, when Colonel Steel returned and apologized for the expressions 
which he had used. After I had dispossessed him, he expressed himself satisfied with the manner in 
which it was done, and requested me to give a pledge that I was now done with it; which pledge I gave. 
I said to some that there was a chance of some difficulty, and that they had better take care of themselves. 
I will state, however, that neither I nor any of my men were present at an affray which followed. There 
was an application made to me by a citizen to assist in quelling the affray, which I refused, on the ground 
that I could not interfere unless summoned by the sheriff, it being an affair between whites, and which 
terminated in the death of two white men. My camp was three miles from the place where the affray 
occurred, and it was over before I was applied to. I told them that it was the duty of the sheriff; but if 
they procured a summons from the sheriff I would render every assistance. In connexion with this affair, 
I would offer to the court these letters, (H, 1, K.) The letter marked I was from the persons arrested 
under a charge of murder, and the other, kK, was from the leaders of the opposite party. 

(Juestion by the court. Are you acquainted with the character of the population within the limits of 
the Cherokee nation, in Alabama, and what is it? 

Answer. I am. A portion of the population is very respectable; but a majority, as I believe, with 
whom I have come in contact, are very unworthy, who are there for the purpose of robbing and plun- 
dering the Indians, and have exercised every species of oppression towards them. 

(Juestion. When resident there, and not having acquired the rights of Cherokee countrymen, are they 
considered as intruders, living there by sufferance of the United States, or not? 

Answer. Why, the State of Alabama does not consider them so, I believe. Uer laws have encouraged 
emigration there, and protect those who make improvements. The laws of Alabama consider all as citizens, 

(Juestion by General Wool. Were you not with me at the time [called to see Colonel Steel on the subject 
of the improvement in question ; if so, will you state the conversation which took place between him and 
mysclf in relation to it? 

Answer. | was with him; they had a good deal of conversation, I do not recollect all the conversation; 
I was not in the house all the time; but I distinctly remember that Colonel Steel said he would as soon 
have you to decide as any body, and he had nodoubt but what you would do him justice; and he appeared 
anxious that you should decide. 

(Juestion. Did he make any objection to the decision after it was made, or, in other words, did he not 
appear to be satisfied with it ? 

Answer. Why, I cannot say that he was satisfied with it; I do not recollect any particular expression 
upon the subject, either of satisfaction or dissatisfaction. He was satisfied that some of the houses were 
left to him. Colonel Steel declared that he had purchased cf John Gunter, jr., his share, and that of 
others of the heirs. Samuel and Edward Gunter refused to make any compromise with him. 

(Juestion. Wave you any doubt as to the rightful claim of the Cherokees to the improvement of which 
Colonel Steel was dispossessed, under my instructions of June 3, 1837? 

Answer. I have no doubt of it at all. It was admitted by Colonel Steel himself, from the fact of 
having offered to purchase of two of the heirs. 

(Juestion. Will you state what instructions I gave you in regard to your intercourse with the citizens 
in the Cherokee nation, and whether or not you were instructed to avoid all collision with the white inhab- 
itants, and that the laws of the State in which you might be called to act should in all cases be respected ? 

Answer. Such were the tenor of the instructions; to avoid all unnecessary collision with the State 

I never saw any disposition on the part of General Wool other than to enforce the treaty 
faithfully, and protect the rights guaranteed by the treaty. I recollect that he often instructed me, in 
case any depredations on whites or Indians should be committed by men under my command, to make 


authorities. 


instant and ample remuneration. 
The court adjourned to meet to-morrow at 9a. m. 


Turspay, September 5, 10 o'clock a. m. 

The court met. 

Present: Major General Scott, Colonel Lindsay, Major Payne; Lieutenant De Hart, judge advocate. 

The proceedings of yesterday having been read, Captain Morrow was recalled. Ie stated that he 
wished to explain a part of his testimony. The part on the third page of the third sheet and fifth line, 
which says, “I said to some,” means to some of the parties I had put in possession. 

Question by judge advocate. Did you, by the orders of General Wool, dispossess any others in the 
Cherokee nation within the State of Alabama ? 

Answer. | did; I dispossessed a great many. 
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Question. Were all such cases for Indian improvements, and claimed by Indians ? 

Answer. Yes; they were Indian improvements, and claimed by Indians. There was a Cherokee made 
acomplaint against # white man, who he said was in possession of his improvement; upon examination, I 
found that the Cherokee had sold his claim to another white man; that white man had brought suit against 
the individual in possession, and the suit was then pending in the civil courts of the country. I refused 
to attend to it, on the ground that the Indian had sold his claim to a white man; I informed the Indian 
that if the suit was lost by the person to whom he had sold, and if the improvement price was recovered 
from him by a suit at law, then I would attend to his complaint, as I should consider the improvemeut as 
reverting to him. This contingency did not take place in this case. 

Vuestion. Where was General Wool at the time you dispossessed Colonel Steel of the property in 
Marshall county ? 

Answer. I supposed the General was at New Town, Georgia, or at Valley river, North Carolina. 

Question. Where was General Wool when you received the instructions in that case ? 

Answer. He was at New Town. I was there myself. 

Question by General Wool. You stated that the administrator, Riddle, had exposed this property to 
sale. Do you mean thereby the fee-simple, or occupant right ? 

Answer. I mean the possessory right, which he sold. 

Question. Were not the Indians in the habit of selling their good-will, or possessory right ? 

Answer. Yes. 

Question. You have said that Colonel Steel declared that he had purchased of Jolin Gunter, jr., his 
share, and that of others of the heirs. Did you not investigate the case; and if so, were you not satisfied 
that he had no claim to any of the improvements as designated in my order of the 3d June, 1837, and 
directed to be put in possession of Sheriff Riddle, the administrator ? 

Answer. I did not make a regular investigation of the case. I examined the testimony sufficiently, 
however, to be satisfied that Colonel Steel had no right to the improvement at all. 

Question. You have stated that Riddle was an officer acting under the laws of Alabama. Will you 
state to the court whether his application tome was not grounded upon the fact that the laws of Alabama 
did not afford adequate protection to the parties whom he represented ? 

Answer, I can’t say upon what grounds he made the complaint. The improvement was valuable; and 
if he had, as administrator, had recourse to the laws of the State, it would have been in the power of the 
other party to have kept the suit in court until the expiration of the treaty, thereby depriving the heirs 
of any benefit of the improvement or of the sale of it. And in addition to this, there was important 
Indian testimony in this case, which would not have been admissible in the courts of Alabama. I have 
known one or two cases where whites took advantage of the fact that Indian testimony was not admissi- 
ble; and the property of one Indian has been levied on for the debt of another, as this last one could not 
prove his right to it. In one of the cases to which I have alluded, there was a trial for the right of prop- 
erty before a jury and magistrate. After the verdict I examined the Indian testimony, and was satisfied 
that the property belonged to a different individual than the one for whose debt it was executed. I 
reported the case to General Wool, and he directed me not to interfere, as the case had been decided by 
the civil tribunals of the country. 

(Juestion by the court. Was it customary for Cherokees dispossessed of their improvements by whites 
to appeal to the State tribunals for redress, or did you ever know an instance of such appeal ? 

Answer, There have been instances, but they were rare, becanse the parties appealing were generally 
unsuccessful. The principal cause of non-success was, that the juries were composed of residents of the 
Cherokee county, who, many of them, had been guilty, probably, of taking viclent possession of property 
themselves; and if not, were all under the influence of the prejudices of that country against the Chero- 
kees. Another cause was, that Indian testimony is not admissible in the State courts of Alabama, and 
that in some, if not many of the cases, they had none but Indian evidence, and therefore they could prove 
nothing. 

(Juestion. Were not the delays of judicial process in the State courts, from the nature of the property 
in question, equivalent to a decision against the Cherokve claimant ? 

Answer. | think so, if the parties in possession wished delay. 

Question. You have spoken of the constitution of the juries. Were not the magistrates, sheriffs, and 
all others concerned in the administration of justice the same sort of people ? 

Answer, The sheriff of Marshall county resides withont the limits of the Cherokee country. In all 
the other counties of the Cherokee country within the State of Alabama, with the exception of Jackson 
county, the sheriffs, magistrates, and jurors are residents of the Cherokee country. I am not acquainted 
with all in the country. Most of the officers of the country, with whom I have come in contact, I have 
found under the full influence of the prejudice against the Cherokees. 

General Wool here asked the court how far it would be relevant for him to consider, in his defence, 
the letter of the Lith of April last, as referred to in the letter of his excellency C. C. Clay, of the 3d of 
July, 1837, and the inference made by the writer thereof. 

The court was cleared, 

The court decided, in reply to this inquiry, “that, as the letter of the 17th of April had not been 
submitted to the court by the proper authority, but on the contrary, as it would seem, intentionally with- 
held, the court cannot go into an investigation of its sapposed contents—the court being limited in its 
range of inquiry to the matters specially indicated and charged in the joint resolutions of the legisiature 
of Alabama, and the letter of his excellency the governor of that State which communicated to the War 
Department those resolutions.” 

The court was opened and the decision or opinion of the court made known. 

Question by General Wool. Are you acquainted with the course I have uniformly pursued as com- 
mander of the forces in the Cherokee country ? 

Answer. | believe I am. 

Question. Do you know of any attempt on my part “to usurp the powers of the civil tribunals, 
disturb the peace of the community, and trample on the rights of the people” of the States, as charged 
in the letter of his excellency Governor Ciay, of the 3d of July last, to the Secretary of War ? 

Answer, I do not know of any such attempt. General Wool always appeared very anxious to avoid 
any collision with the citizens, to avoid any violation of their rights, and to faithfully and honestly 
execute the treaty. He was always very industriously employed. 1 was with General Wool at all the 
posts except at Ross’s Landing; his course at the different places was the same. The only objection I 
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had to him as an officer was, that I thought he did not carry the execution of his power, which I thought him 
possessed of, far enough in restraining the whites at New Town, Georgia, where the sale of spirits was 
tolerated on account of avoiding difficulties with Georgia, at least while the Tennessee troops were there; 
and I think the reason given by the general was, that tiere had been complaints made of the exercise of 
military authority as illegal by the Tennessee troops in Georgia. I have no doubt that all the officers, 
as well as myself, had the utmost confidence in the zeal and ability of General Wool, (I have had frequent 
conversations with them,) and that he had no object but a faithful discharge of his duties. 

General Wool stated to the court that he would be ready to proceed with his evidence to-morrow; 
and, as there was no further evidence on the part of the complaint, 

The court adjourned to meet to-snorrow at 10 o’clock a. m. 


Wepyespay, September 6, 10 o'clock a. m. 

The court met pursuant to adjournment. 

Present: Major General Scott, Colonel Lindsay, Major Payne; Lieutenant De Hart, judge advocate. 

General Wool presented to the court the following documents, to wit: Nos. 1 to 6, inclusive, which 
were read in the order enumerated. 

Tuomas CO. Lyox was duly sworn on the part of the defence to explain a discrepancy between the 
date of the letter marked 5, and the date of the same as referred to in the letter marked 6. He says: “T 
was serving with General Wool as his aide-de-camp. The letter of the Secretary of War of the Ist of 
September (6) is, I believe, in answer to General Wool’s letter dated the 15th of August, (5.) In the 
letter of General Wool of the 15th, I believe the instructions which General Wool sent to different officers 
were sent with this letter. These instructions were one to Captain Vernon, one to Colonel Byid, one to 
Captain Morrow, and one certainly to General Dunlap. The mistake of the date might have occurred 
with myself in transcribing the letter. All these letters were sent to the Adjutant General’s office. I 
perceive that the letters of the 4th and 12th of August to General Dunlap (4) are marked as having been 
sent to the Adjutant General’s office.” 

The documents marked 7 to 26, inclusive, were read. 

The court adjourned to meet to-morrow at 12 m. 


Tuurspay, September 7, 12 o'clock m. 
The court met pursuant te adjournment. 
Present: Major General Scott, Colonel Lindsay, Major Payne; Lieutenant De Hart, judge advocate. 


The paper marked 28 was read—the protest. 
Alexander Riddie was duly sworn for the defence. 


Question by General Wool. Will you state to’ the court your knowledge of the facts attending the 
dispossessing of Colonel Steel of certain improvements in Marshall county, Alabama, by my order ? 

Answer. It is near two years since the orphans’ court of Jackson county, Alabama, appointed me 
administrator of the estate of Mr. Gunter; my recollection does not serve me as to the exact time. I 
went on to take possession of the estate and papers; the former administrator gave me possession of 
everything, excepting the improvement; that he told me there would be, he presumed, some difficulty in 
getting possession of, He stated he did not know whether I could get possession without difficulty. I, 
after examining the case fully, and taking legal advice, determined I could not get possession of it, 
unless through General Wool, or some of his officers. I had frequeit conversation with Mr. Steel, who 
went on the place without consent. When Mr. Potter, my predecessor, told me that Steel said he had a 
contract with young Gunter to buy the place, and asked him if he would be safe in buying from young 
Gunter, Mr. Potter said he palled out the old man’s will, and Steel read it, The contents of the will was 
that the improvements should be sold among the heirs. Steel, when he read this, said he would have 
nothing to do with it. After I got in possession of everything, except the improvement, he had frequent 
intercourse with me, and refused to give me possession, saying I must look to John for my rights. 
I told Colonel Steel IT had nothing to do with John; but as administrator, I claimed the right of selling it; 
and told him he well knew John Gunter had no right to sell the place, or any other man but the adminis- 
trator. I told him I wished possession that I might sell the place without difficulty, as he knew I ought 
to have the privilege of selling it. About this time John Gunter and Steel, who lived together, would 
ask me why I did not sell the place according to the provisions of the will. I told them the reason 
was that he would not give possession; but if he gave possession, I would sell it as soon as I could 
advertise it. About this time the heirs, with the exception of Jolin Gunter, wrote to me not to sell the 
place until I could get possession, as it would not fetch a fair price encumbered as it was. Steel at that 
time asked me to assist him in trying to buy some of the heirs’ interest; they refused to me to sell, and 
wanted me to sell according to the will, and would do nothing else. IT thought now that I could not get 
possession, except through General Wool. When IT came up to New Echota, General Wool was not 
there. I made my complaints known to Colonel Williams, and he thought it most likely that I could get 
possession that way. I determined to go back again some time in the month of February; when I went 
back I told Colonel Williams I did not know General Wool, and he made out a statement of the case and 
presented it to General Wool; General Wool seemed to think it was his duty to give possession, and gave 
me a letter to Captain Morrow to give me possession, unless he saw it was likely to produce too much 
excitement; he said he believed it his duty to give possession, but to what extent he could not say—he 
would see when le came down; Captain Morrow determined, when I saw him, not to have anything to 
do with it. At the time General Wool appointed to meet me at Gunter’s we all went to Colonel Steel’s 
house—the improvement I was contending for; there General Wool told Mr. Steel he conceived it was 
his duty to give possession to me of all the improveinents old Mr. Gunter had made, and that he would 
give me possession; General Wool remarked to Mr. Steel that it seemed a very valuable improvement, 
and he was willing to call in and consult others about it, as he wished to do nothing but justice, and 
wished no hard thoughts about it. Colonel Steel replied, in substance, that it was useless for General 
Wool, for, said he, I am perfectly willing that you should decide it as soon as any man in the world—I 
will submit to your decision cheerfully.” General Wool then agreed, in all our presence, that Captain 
Morrow should take down all the proof on both sides, and bring it to New Town, and he would try, if 
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possible, to have the decision final against the day I had advertised to sell the property; Steel requested 
I would not have him dispossessed if it went against him; that he intended to purchase, and if he was 
not the purchaser he would give up the possession without. any trouble; he stated that he had bopght out 
some of the heirs, and if he did not purchase he would give possession on any day I should M: ime; he 
stated that if I was afraid, he would give me a bond for $20,000 that he would give possession two or 
three days after the sale; he tried me three or four times to get me to take a bond; he had a bond drawn 
out once, but I refused to take it; I said, you told me you would give possession; if you do not, I can 
only look to General Wool for these Cherokee people to give me possession. 

The place was advertised to sell on the 5th of May, 1837, but I had promised General Wool to post- 
pone from day to day until Captain Morrow should return w “ith his decision; on Monday, the 5th, I called 
the sale and postponed it until the 6th at 12 o’clock, and on the 6th postponed-to the 7th, when I sold; 
Captain Morrow arrived on Tuesday evening and sent for me to go up; | went up before the sale. Colonel 
Steel came to me, on the premises, in the presence of Captain Morrow; the decision was read in the pres- 
ence of Colonel Steel and myself ; he asked me how I liked it—he had seen it previously; I told him that, 
so far as General Wool had decided, I believed it was right, and he expressed himself fully satisfied with 

1] then told Colonel Steel I should offer the place that day, and said, “ Colonel Steel, if I confine this 
sale to the heirs, I-shall require of you to produce a power of attorney to act as Jolin Gunter’s agent;” he 
seemed to be much pestered at that, and said I had no right to require such a thing as that, and that I 
knew he was John Gunter’s agent; I then offered the place and the place, was bid off to Nathaniel Steel, 
by his brother Alexander Steel, for $2,540 25, or thereabouts; Mr. Steel asked me to walk up to the house 
with him; I told him I would make him as good a right as the administrator could make, or as good as old Mr. 
Gunter could make if he was alive; I told lim I was waiting for his own lawyer to write the conveyance 
to him from me; his own lawyer refused, and I then called on Judge Wyer, who wrote it, and I presented 
it to him, and made a demand of the money, and he refused to pay the money; I then told him if he did 
not pay me I should be compelled to go and offer the place again; I went back again to the company 
and made a demand of the money in presence of several gentlemen, and tendered the deed of conveyance; 
he took the deed and wrote on it “ protested,” and signed his name “ Nathaniel Steel;” I then made known 
that the purchaser had not complied with the terms, and I offered it again; I could not get that evening 
a fair price, and I postponed the sale to next day at 11 o’clock, at which time I offered it again and sold 
it to Martin Scrimpsher, who bid it off for six hundred and between seven and eight dollars; Mr. Scrimp- 
sher paid me the money, and I made him a right, though after I had sold it and received the money 
Captain Morrow and myself told Mr. Steel that if he paid the money he should not be dispossessed. 
Before the sale, from Monday to Friday, there appeared signs of hostilities, and there were a number of 
men assembled with guns; I was cautioned against this, and although Steel had never offered me any 
insult, 1 was told that Stecl had threatened to kill me; IL had reason to believe that my life had been 
threatened more than fifty times, and that those persons were gathered there for the purpose of deterring 
me; the signs of hostilities were so strong on Thursday evening that I sent for Captain Morrow to come 
down; he rede down in the evening with some of his men; Steel denied having any intention of interrupting 
me, and pledged himself that he would not; on Friday morning Steel and myself rode up to Captain Mor- 
row’s camp; [asked Captain Morrow to go down, or send down a part of his men, as I thought there 
would be difficulty; Captain Morrow then told Steel that he would not dispossess him if he would pay the 
money, $2,500; Steel then said he might send as many men as he pleased, but it was unnecessary, as he 
would give possession; he wanted me to give him as long a time as I could, in order that he might get 
away a part of his plunder; Captain Morrow sent two of his men—Steel and myself rode down to the 
place where he lived, and Steel and Mr Scrimpsher and the two men commence ed moving Steel’s goods 
out of the house; I then thought the matter was finally settled, and got on my horse to go home between 
11 and 120 ’elock; I got between two and three miles, when there came a runner after me; Mr. Scrimpsher 
sent me word that Steel refused to give him possession, and if I did not come back and put him in pos- 
session he would sue me for the money he had paid me. 

Question by judge advocate. Was there no remedy for the heirs under the laws of Alabama? 

Answer, No; I do not think there was, not any that I could avail myself of; the part of the improve- 
ment which Steel holds yet I cannot get a lawyer who thinks that I can bring a suit successfully; and 
that if the general government does not protect the Indians, and does not give possession under the 
treaty, I cannot get it. 

(Juestion. Were you an officer of the courts of Alabama, or under her laws? 

Answer. Yes. At that time I was sheriff of Jackson county, and by virtue of that office was appointed 
administrator. The sheriff, by the court, was compelled to take it. 

~ Question by the court. Had the witness any interest other than that of administrator in the improve- 
ments occupied by Steel ? 

Answer. I had not. 

Question. In calling upon General Wool to give you military assistance in getting possession of the 
improvement in question, did you consider yourself as acting in the usual and legal way, according to the 
understanding of the country, before and after that time ? 

Answer. I did not know of any other way. I thought that the only way of getting justice for the 
parties whom I represented. From my understanding of the treaty, I pursued the “course I should pursue 
again. Such was the opinion of every body who had “noticed the treaty, with whom I had consulted. 

(VJuestion. The witness has stated many of the facts and circumstances, but, in general, what was the 
character of General Wool’s temper and manner in the transaction in question; was it harsh and overbear- 
ing, or mild and considerate ? 

Answer, Mild and considerate; he acted with as much caution as I ever knew a man in any transac- 
tion whatever. 

(uestion by General Wool. The governor of Alabama, in his letter to the Secretary of War of July 3, 
1837, has charged me with usurping the powers of the civil tribunals of Alabama, disturbing the peace of 
the community, and trampling on the rights of the people Will you state to the court how far my 
conduct, whilst commanding in the Cherokee country, was considered by yourself, or the people of Alabama 
gene! rally, liable to such ch: irges ? 

Answer. I have never known of any instance where he has usurped any authority which did not belong 
to him. I know of no person, who can be relied on, who has ever compl: iined of him. There are some 
people, to be sure, who are his ene mies, but they are such as have imposed upon the rights of the Chero- 
kees. Except atone time, there was an ‘excitement among the people when he stopped the sale of spiritucus 
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liquors, which afterwards subsided. I have no deubt but that a great majority of the community in that 
section of the country would be glad if he would remain there. 

Question. Will you state whether or not the people expressed regret at my recall ? 

Answer, They did. I believe a large majority of them would be in favor of his being stationed there, 

Question. You have stated that part of the improvement of John Gunter, senior, deceased, is still in 
the possession of Mr. Steel, and that the most eminent lawyers have advised you not to bring suit under the 
laws of Alabama. Whilst giving you this advice, was not the justice of your claim to the possession 
always admitted ? 

Answer. Report says the transaction was made in fraud, but the deed shows, as recorded in our 
courts, that there was a valuable consideration; and I recollect that General Wool said because it was a 
litigated case he would not give possession. 

Question. In all controversies between the whites and Indians, do you not consider that, from the situa- 
tion of the country, the constitution of courts and juries, &c., that the Indians rarely obtain justice ? 

Answer, There have been very few trials. They can bring suits, but their evidence is not received in 
our courts, and they are cut off without any remedy whatever. 

(VJuestion. Is there not now considerable excitement prevailing throughout the Cherokee portion of 
Alabama, in consequence of white men unjustly dispossessing the Cherokees of their property ? 

Answer, There are complaints, in several instances, to my knowledge. I have not been a great deal 
there lattcrty, but there are complaints. 

Question by the court’ Are you aware of any law passed at the last session of the legislature of 
Alabama, interdicting or limiting the exercise of authority on the part of the United States officers, and 
what are its provisions 7 

Answer. I do not know. IT have not seen that act. 

Question by General Wool, Was the justice of your claim, as administrator, to such parts of the 
improvement still held by Steel admitted to be just ? 

Answer, It is thought that if there was any law there I should be entitled to it. I know nothing to 
the contrary of its being a fair transaction, except what rumor says. 

The court adjourned to meet to-morrow at 11 o’clock a.m. 


'ripay, Seplenber 8, 11 o’clock a. m. 

The court met pursuant to adjournment. 

Present: Major General Seott, Colonel Lindsay, Major Payne; Lieutenant De Hart, judge advocate. 

The proceedings cf yesterday were read. 

The paper marked 27 was read. 

Alexander Riddle was again called. He stated that he wished to make some correction of his 
evidence, and says: “I was mistaken in the time I was appointed administrator; upon examination of my 
memorandum-book, I was appointed something more than twelve months ago. When I carried Captain 
Morrow the letter of General Wool, he said he would take all the evidence and submit it to General Wool, 
but he would not decide on the case, as Steel had said that if he decided against him he would take an 
appeal against Captain Morrow.” 

Question by General Wool, Was the improvement of John Gunter, senior, valued as other Indian 
improvements, and returned to the commissioners for settlenient; and ifso, were the heirs paid for the same 
as guaranteed by the late Cherokee treaty ? 

~ Answer. Yes; the agents valued the improvements about which this contest arose. 
the name of John Gunter, junior. They stated that the reason it was valued in his name was, their instruc- 
tions from the commissioners was to value improvements in the name of whoever they found in possession of 
them. I objected to their valuing the improvement in John Gunter, junior’s, name, and gave the agents a 
certified copy of the will and of the transfer of the improvement by John Gunter, junior. They then told 
me that they had no doubt but that T would be able to maintain it, but, according to their instructions, 
they must make it out in Jolin Gunter, junior’s, name, After they made a return, I filed a bill against John 
Gunter for the valuation of the improvement. The commissioners decided that the property was. the 
property of the estate, and I, as administrator, was entitled to the valuation. IT have never seen the 
decision of the commissioners on the books, but they told me they had awarded the valuation to me, 


excepting some works John Gunter had done after he had sold the improvement to his father. 


They valued it in 


Mr. Joseph Byrd was duly sworn. 


Question by General Wool, In what capacity were you serving with me in the Cherokee nation ? 
Answer. As colonel of the second regiment of East Tennessee volunteers, 

Question. The governor of Alabama, in his I tter of complaint, has charged me with usurping the 
powers of the civil tribunals of Alabama, disturbing the peace of the community, and trampling on the 
rights of the people; you will please state to the court what my course of conduct was as military com- 


mander in the Cherokee nation, and whether it was considered by yourself, or the people of the Cherokee 


country, liable to such charges. 

Answer, All the orders and communications T reecived from General Wool were mild and conciliatory, 
always directing me to take great care and caution not to have the rights of the citizens intraded upon; 
General Wool’s course and conduct, so far as came to my knowledge, was not complained of by any per- 
son in the Cherokee country, either oy the whites or natives. The volunteers, the citizens, and the 
Cherokees, unanimously regretted the recall of General Wool from the Cherokee nation, 


Henry B. Shaw was duly sworn. 


Question by General Wool. In what capacity were you serving with me in the Cherokee country ? 

Answer, As lieutenant of the Georgia volunteers since the Ist of December last. From the 2d of May 
until the Ist of July J was acting aide to General Wool. 

Question. The governor of Alabama, in his letter of complaint, has charged me with usurping the 
powers of the civil tribunals of Alabama, disturbing the peace of the community, and trampling on the 
rights of the people; you will please state to the court what my course of conduct was as military com- 
mander in the Cherokee nation, and whether it was considered by yourself, or the people of the Cherokee 


country, liable to such charges. 
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Answer. I believe lam very well acquainted with the course of General Wool from the time I entered 
the service until he left it. I saw nothing, nor knew of anything to afford foundation for such charges, 
but everything to refute them. I have been on several occasions employed by General Wool’s order in 
preserving the peace of the community, and sustaining the authority of the civil tribunals. I never knew 
of any act of General Wool, or of any other person by his order, in violation of the laws of the country. 
In every case where the State laws could operate, I know that General Wool not only preferred that they 
should operate, but assisted the officers of the country in executing them. ‘There was no dissenting 
opinion in the country on this subject within my knowledge. 

(Juestion. You will please state whether the circumstances, as within your knowledge, and the state 
of feeling in the Indian country, were such as to warrant the statements in my letter of the 3lst March, 
1837, transmitted to the Hon. J. R. Poinsett, Secretary of War. 

Answer, I] have read that letter over; I was not in the staff of General Wool when it was written, 
but was consulted by him, having the honor of his confidence. In relation to that letter, which I copied 
for him, I would say, most unhesitatingly, that the circumstances referred to, and whose existence I knew, 
and the state of fecling in the country, did fully warrant it. 1 was charged with delivering over to the 
civil authorities the murderer referred to in that letter-—(See No. —.) I also examined the case fully, in 
order to lay it before the civil authorities. In that case, every proceeding was according to the laws of 
the State of Georgia; which laws were found, in that case, as in many others, to my knowledge, totally 
insufficient to answer the ends of justice towards that oppressed people. Lf believe, upon my knowledge 
of the country at that time, that the views of General Wool, in relation to that condition, are positively 
correct; that the Indians had been goaded almost to madness by the oppression of the whites, and, but for 
the justice afforded by General Wool, 1 believe there would have been serious difficulties in the country. 

WJuestion. Will you state whether or not, during your term of service in my staff, my time was not 
assiduously employed to promote the objects of the government, and execute the treaty faithfully, so far 
as its execution was intrusted to me. 

Answer. I would state that during that time General Wool was constantly employed in executing the 
treaty as far as it was intrusted to him; he appeared to have no other objects than carrying out the pur- 
poses of the government as made known to him; he was generally employed from early in the morning 
to late at night in the duties of the command. 

Question. Were there not almost daily complaints by the Indians from all sections of the country of 
having been dispossessed of their property by the whites; and were they not generally restored upon 
investigation by some officer of my command ¢ 

Answer, There were complaints almost every day of that kind, which General Wool always directed 
to be investigated by officers under his command, if he did not investigate them himself. Where they 
came under the provisions of the 16th article of the treaty they were always restored, which restorations 
I never knew controverted or resisted. 


Thomas C. Lyon was recalled. 


Question by General Wool. In what capacity were you serving with me in the Cherokee nation ? 

Answer, L served in the capacity of aide-de-camp from the L0th of July, 1836, I believe, until he left 
the country. 

(Juestion, The governor of Alabama, in his letter of complaint, has charged me with “usurping the 
powers of the civil tribunals of Alabama, disturbing the peace of the community, and trampling on the 
rights of the people;” vou will please state to the court what my course of conduct was as military 
commander in the Cherokee nation, and whether it was liable to such charges. 

Answer, Ldo not think it liable to such charges myself, nor do I think that the people of that country 
do, During General Wool’s whole course as commander in the Cherokee nation he acted, I think, with 
great caution, as far as the rights of States or of individuals were involved. In all the instructions to 
his officers he particularly enjoined it upon them not to infringe the rights of individuals, or violate the 
laws of the States. If he committed any error in first coming to the country, 1 think it was an over? 
caution on these points. 

(Juestion. You will please state whether the circumstatices, as within your knowledge, and the state 
of feeling in the Indian country, were such as to warrant the statements in my letter of the 3lst March, 
1837, transmitted to the Hon, J. R. Poinsett, Secretary of War? 

~Answer. Yes; I concur in the general tone and sentiments of that letter entirely —(See —.) I think 
that the Indians were laboring under great excitement against the whites on account of the oppression 
they had suffered; and I think that nothing but fear of the consequences, and the influence of their 
leaders, would have prevented them from committing acts of hostilities. The case referred to of murder 
I was acquainted with, having examined the persons brought up to General Wool’s headquarters. It 
was a very aggravated and unprovoked murder; and that case, taken in connexion with others, convinced 
me that the civil tribunals were inadequate for the protection of the Indians. General Wool’s conduct in 
all cases towards the Indians had a tendency in restraining them and sof ening their animosities towards 
the whites and the government. 

Question. Will you state whether or not, during your time of service in my staff, my time was not 
assiduously employed to promote the objects of tie government and execute the treaty faithfully, so far 
as its execution was intrusted to me? 

Answer. It was; I never served with a person whom I thought more devoted to business and the 
fulfilment of his duties I believe the officers and soldiers of General Wool’s command, and the citizens 
of the neighboring country, expressed a very general and decided regret at his recall. 

Question. Were there not almost daily complaints by the Indians, from all sections of the country, 
of having been dispossessed of their property by the whites; and were they not generally restored upon 
investigation by some officer of my command ? 

Answer. Complaints of the kind referred to were very numerous; generally they were ordered to be 
investigated by some officer of the command, and possession restored when it was thought they were 
entitled to it. 





Henry B. Shaw was recalled. 


Question. Was not my recall from the command in the Cherokee nation generally regretted by the 
citizens of the country, as well as the officers and soldiers under my command ? 
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Answer. It was; I know of many citizens writing to the War Depaatment and remonstrating against 
it; I know that some of the Indian chiefs did so; and I know that I, in common with others of the 
Georgia volunteers, addressed a remonstrance to the Secretary of War and sent it; because we, officers, 
soldiers, citizens, and Indians and all, were fully satisfied with General Wool’s course, and approbated it 
in every particular. 

The letter marked —— was read. 


Mr. Thomas C. Lyon was again called. 


Question by General Wool. Was the letter just read sent to the person to whom it is addressed ? 
Answer. I believe it was, though I did not put it in the office. I copied the letter. [have no reason 


to doubt its being duly despatched. 


General Wool having stated that as it was not probable he would present any further testimony, 
and as the judge advocate had no other evidence on the part of the complaint, in order to give time for 
the copying of the documents, and for the defendant to prepare his papers, 

The court adjourned to meet on Monday, the 11th instant, at 12 o’cluck m. 


Monpay, Seplember 11, 12 o’cock m. 


The court met pursuant to adjournment. ; 
Present: Major General Scott, Colonel Lindsay, Major Payne; Lieutenant De Hart, judge advocate. 
As General Wool was not prepared to present his defence the court adjourned to meet to-morrow at 
10 o’clock a. na. 
Turspay, September 12, 10 o’clock a.m. 


The court met pursuant to adjournment. 
Present: Major General Scott, Colonel Lindsay; Lieutenant De Hart, judge advocate. 
General Wool not being prepared with his defence, the court adjourned to meet to-morrow at 10 
o’clock a. m. 
Wepnespay, September 13, 10 o'clock a. m. 


The court met pursuant to adjournment. 
Present: Major General Scott, Colonel Lindsay; Lieutenant De Hart, judge advocate. 
The court adjourned to wait for General Wool to prepare his defence, to meet to-morrow at 
9 o’clock, a. m. 
Tuurspay, September 14, 9 o’clock, a.m. 


The court met pursuant to adjournment. 
Present: Major General Scott, Colonel Lindsay, Major Payne; Lieutenant De Hart, judge advocate. 
General Wool having appeared, aud stated to the court that he was ready to proceed, presented the 


- following defence. (No. 29.) 
The court was cleared, and after mature deliberation on the testimony adduced, find this 


OPINION. 


The court, after fully weighing and considering the whole of the testimony submitted in the case, are 
of opinion that not one of the imputations on the conduct of General Wool, contained in the preamble to 
the joint resolutions of the legislature of Alabama, or the letter of his excellency Governor Clay to the 
War Department, which enclosed the said resolutions, is founded in justice or in fact. It will be seen 
that on the application of the judge advocate’ to the executive of Alabama for documents and the names 
of witnesses to support the accusatien against General Wool, the late governor (the honorable C. C. Clay) 
rephes: “The only official information I ever received in reference to the conduct of General Wool will 
be found in the executive archives. Iam not informed of the names of the witnesses to prove the charges 
against General Wool, but presume the officers who served under him in that part of the Cherokee nation 
lying in Alabama would be competent to prove the orders which were the subject of complaint.” And 
the acting governor (his excellency H. McVay) says: “Having caused an examination to be made, 
nothing can be found on file in this department which will enable me to furnish the information desired, 
nor am I able to comply with your request from other sources.” Pursuing, however, the suggestion of 
the honorable Mr. Clay, that “the officers who served under him (General Wool) in that part of the 
Cherokee nation lying in Alabama would be competent to prove the orders which were the subject of 
complaint,” the judge advocate, principally at the instance of General Wool, summoned many witnesses, 
and the latter has also freely submitted to the court every paper in his power which, as it would seem, 
belongs to the matter under investigation. 

From this mass of evidence, parol and documentary, it appears that in his conduct towards Alabama, 
so far from “disturbing the peace of the community” and “trampling on the rights ” of her people, General 
Wool’s acts were so strikingly marked by caution, temper, and mildness, as to receive the almost 
universal approbation of the very people whom he is charged with having outraged. 

Another, and the principal accusation contained in the letter of Governor Clay to the War Department 
(evidently founded on the preamble of the said joint resolutions) is, that General Wool had usurped the 
powers of the civil tribunals of Alabama; and the said preamble sets forth that “a company of volunteers 
in the service of the United States, under the command of (Brigadier) General Wool, have been stationed 
in the country lately owned by the Cherokee tribe of Indians in this State, for the pretended purpose of 
keeping peace between the said tribe of Indians and the citizens of the State, and have taken upon 
themselves the authority to adjudicate upon the claims of our citizens to their right to the possession of 
improvements; and in the enforcement of those adjudications have brought about a most ruinous and 
fatal conflict between our most worthy citizens, the consequences of which have already resulted in the 
taking of each otlier’s lives.” 
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The case here referred to has been most fully developed in the evidence; from which it appears that 
the Indian children of one John Gunter, deceased, through the sheriff (Riddle) of Jackson county, admin- 
istrator ex officio, under the orphans’ court, claimed the possession of certain improvements of which 
Nathaniel Steel, a white man, was in the actual occupancy; that on the application to that effect to 
General Wool by the sheriff-administrator, General Wool decided the case, with the previous approbation 
of the said Steel, giving the right of possession to a certain part of the improvements to the administrator, 
with which decision Steel expressed himself to be satisfied; that Captain Morrow, who commanded a 
volunteer company three or four miles off, received instructions from General Wool to put the adminis- 
trator in possession of that part of the improvements adjudged to him; that Steel quietly, aud without the 
application of military force, consented to give up the possession, and began accordingly to evacuate tie 
premises, upon which Captain Morrow and the small detachment that was with him withdrew to his camp, 
distant as aforesaid; and that the conflict which afterwards occurred was neither in the presence nor, at 
the moment, within the knowledge of any officer or soldier in the service of the United States. 

It is further in proof, and indeed fully admitted by General Wool, that he decided many other claims 
preferred by Indians to improvements wrongfully possessed by citizens of the States, and it would appear 
that in all these cases his decisions were acquiesced in, not ouly without conflict, but without complaint. 
The question now occurs: By what authority did General Wool take upon himself to give decisions on 
the class of cases just recited; and in doing so, did he, as is solemnly charged from a high quarter, usurp 
the powers of the civil tribunals of Alabama ? 

The sixteenth article of the treaty between the United States and the Cherokees, ratified May 23, 
1836, allows those Indians to remain in the country therein ceded to the United States, up to May 23, 
1838, and the United States stipulate “to protect and defend them (the said Indians) in their possessions 
and property and the free use and occupation of the same.” This treaty is repeatedly referred to in the 
instructions from time to time addressed to General Wool by the War Department, and once emphatically 
by President Jackson himself, in a letter to the same commanding officer, and in each case as a rule of 
conduct for the latter. 

In this letter from the then President, and also in that from the War Office, October 12, 1836, 
General Wool is directed to consider the sixth article of the said treaty, which confers even a higher 
power on the commanding officer than the sixteenth, as applicable to the Cherokees whilst yet 
residing within the geographical limits of North Carolina, Georgia, Tennessee, and Alabama, and 
consequently that he (General Wool) was, by the sixteenth article, fully invested with the inferior 
power of repossessing an Indian claimant of improvements wrongfully withheld by a white intruder, 
not recognized by the Cherokees as one of their people. Again, the instrument agreed upon by 
the United States and the Cherokee nation, and ratified by the Senate of the United States May 23%, 
1836, being called, upon its face, a treaty, and repeatedly referred to as such by the President and 
Secretary of War, General Wool naturally considered it as such an instrument as is spoken of in the 
second clause, article six, of the Constitution of the United States; that is, as the supreme law of the 
land; and, consequently, believed himself, under it and his instructions, to possess the right as well as 
the power to do justice, in the Cherokee country, to Indian complainants, without usurping the power of 
the civil tribunals of Alabama or that of the tribunals of the other particular States mentioned. _ With- 
out, however, pushing this view of the subject any further, which might be improper in a military 
tribunal, this court is of opinion that General Wool, in the acts recited and complained of, cannot be 
justly charged with having usurped powers belonging to the courts of Alabama. 

In the letter of his excellency Governor Clay to the Secretary of War, dated July 3, 1837, before the 
court, there is an incidental mention of another letter from the same to the same, complaining of other 
acts of General Wool, perhaps of the same or a similar character to those already noticed; but this letter 
not having been submitted to this court by the proper authority, and its contents unknown, except by 
conjecture, no testimony has been taken, and no opinion is here given on its subject. 

The attention of the court, in its order of appointment, has also been directed to “others under his 
(General Wool’s) command, in reference to” the matters complained of; but the name of no other officer 
is given in that order, or mentioned by the legislature or executive of Alabama in the papers from them 
submitted to the court. It has, however, been incidentally disclosed by the evidence that Captain Morrow, 
commanding a company of Tennessee volunteers, in the temporary service of the United States, was the 
individual charged with the execution of General Wool’s decision relative to the improvements of Jobn 
Gunter, deceased, which were in the possession of Nathaniel Steel. In reference to this excellent officer, 
(Captain Morrow, ) it is suflicient to say that he acted in strict conformity with the orders of his superior, 
and in such manner as to demand and receive the emphatic approbation of all the parties claiming those 
improvements, as nay be seen in their respective letters to him, annexed to the proceedings of this court. 

The court adjourned sine die. 
WINFIELD SCOTT, Major General and President of the Court. 
W.C. DE HART, Judge Advocate, Recorder of the Court. 





Synopsis of the evidence and documents. 


July 3, 1837.—Governor C. 0. Clay, of Alabama, encloses resolutions of the legislature of Alabama 
to the Secretary of War, and accuses General Wool of having “ usurped the powers of the civil tribunals, 
disturbed the peace of the community, and trampled upon the rights of the citizens.”—(Doce. A.) 

June 30, 1837.—Resolutions of the legislature of Alabama.—(Doc. B.) 

August 19, 1837.—Hon. C. C. Clay to W. C. De Hart, judge advocate, referring him for evidence to 
the executive archives of the State of Alabama.—(Doc. C.) : 

August 28, 1837.—His excellency H. McVay, acting governor of Alabama, to W. C. De Hart, judge 
advocate, states that there is no evidence on file in the executive archives of Alabama against General 
Wool.—(Doe. D.) 

January 23, 1837.—General Wool to Captain J. Morrow, instructing him to investigate all complaints, 
to restrain the Indians in disorders, both Creeks and others, and to prevent the whites from encroaching 
on their rights.—(Doe. E.) nae 

March 21, 1837.—General Wool to Captain J. Morrow, instructing him to examine the case of N. Steel, 
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in possession of the estate of John Gunter, senior, deceased, and to give the administrator possession, if 
right.—( Doce. I.) 

June 3, 1837.—General Wool to Captain J. Morrow, being his opinion and instructions to him rela- 
tive to the estate of J. Gunter, senior, deceased; directs him to give possession to Sheriff Riddle, the 
administrator; excepts a part of the improvements.—(Doc. G.) 

July 3, 1837.—N. Steel to Captain Morrow; thanks him for his conduct at the time of giving posses- 
sion to the purchaser, and dispossessing him of the estate of John Gunter, senior, deceased.—( Doc, H.) 

June 21, 1837 —N. Steel and others to Captain J. Morrow, thanking him for the manner in which he 
acted towards them.—(Doe. 1.) 

June 21, 1837.—A committee on the part of the citizens of Claysville, Alabama, to Captain Morrow, 
inviting him and his company to a public dinner.-—(Doce. k.) 

June 20, 1836.—Secretary of War to General Wool; directs him to proceed and take command in the 
Cherokee nation; general instructions for his government; encloses the treaty.—(Doc. No. 1.) 

May 23, 1836.—Extract of a treaty with the Cherokees.—( Doe. No, 2.) 

July 30, 1836——Acting Secretary of War to General Wool; says no force or intimidation must be 
used to remove the Indians, who shall, until the expiration of the treaty, be protected in the peaceable 
possession of their country.——( Doc. No. 3.) 

August 4, 1836.—General Wool to Brigadier General Dunlap; directs him to proceed to New Echota 
to give protection to the Cherokees; to be careful of coming into conflict with the Indians, and to prevent 
If the Georgians are raised by authority of Georgia, they are to 
(Doc. No, 4.) 

Directs him to protect Ridge in 


interference by the Georgia troops. 
report to General Wool; to respect the sovereiguty of the State. 

August 12, 1836.—General Wool to Brigadicr General Dunlap. 
the enjoyment of his property on the Coosa river.—(Doc. No. + ) 

August 15, 1836.—General Wool to the Acting Secretary of War. Reports his arrival at New 
Eechota. The Indians dispersed at a council without coming to any conclusion ; arrested several of the 
chiefs, and required the guns of the Indians to be given up ; about one hundred were brought in ; great 
opposition to the treaty ; they will not receive anything from the United States ; proposes four hundred 
regulars as necessary for the quiet of the country ; wrote to General Jesup for troups, but was refused; 
will discharge a part of the forees at Fort Cass ; has not yet heard of the commissioners ; a force must 
be Kept in the country while the commissioners are there ; the paymaster inexperienced in his duties.— 
(Doe. No, dD.) 

September 1, 1836.—Secretary of War to General Wool. 


Expresses gratification at the tenor of 
General Wool’s orders ; speaks of the different nature of his duties, as the Cherokees may be hostile or 


peaceable.—( Doce. No, 6.) 

August 27, 1836.—General Wool to the Acting Secretary of War; says the Secretary has misappre- 
hended his views, that few of the Indians are disposed to go ; that tity must be convinced that a treaty 
has been made, and will be executed, and recommends that a part of them go in the fall ; that the whites 
should be restrained, and the Indians have all the rights secured by the treaty; the commanding officer 
ought to have discretionary powers, or not remain there.—(Doc. No. 7.) 

September 13, 1836.-——Acting Secretary of War to General Wool, in reply to him of the 27th of August, 
and approves of his views.—(Doc. No. 8 ) 

August 30, 1836.—Gencral Wool to the President, in answer to him of the Tth of August ; says that he 
has warned John Ross against holding a council, unless his views are to explain and carry out the treaty; 
asks instructions from the President how to act ; encloses a circular from John Ross to Ridge and others; 
that Ross has sent runners through the country disseminating his views ; that, by his instructions, he is 
very much restricted; the commissioners not yet arrived; the Indians very anxious for them.—- (Doc. No. 9.) 

September 7, 1836.—General Jackson to General Wool ; says the treaty must be religiously fulfilled, 
and that intruders must be put out of the nation.— (Doc, No, 10.) 

September 12, 1836.—General Wool to the Secretary of War ; says it would be imprudent to discharge 
the troops until the treaty is executed. The force will depend upon the course of Jolin Ross. If he is 
pacific, six or eight companies of United States infantry would be sufficient ; if the contrary, eight 
hundred men will be required—-winter quarters required. Governor Lumpkins says the commissioners 
will locate themselves at New Echota, and want two companies for their protection ; selects Fort Cass 
as another station. Anxious to know if regular troops can be supplied. Objects to Governor Lumpkins’s 
proposition to pay the committee out of the fund appropriated for that purpose, who have furnished 
The opinion of the Secretary on these subjects asked for.—( Doe. No. 11.) 

Informs him that the Indians may 
Expresses the 


rations. 
September 3, 1836.—Acting Secretary of War to General Wool. 
assemble in council if he thinks it may be conducive of good, otherwise be put a stop to. 
confidence of the War Department in the judgment and energy of General Wool.—(Doc. No 12.) 

October 12, 1836.—The Acting Secretary of War to General Wool, authorizing him to call for militia 
forces, if necessary; that all citizens or others opposing the execution of the treaty shall be put out of 
the country ; and that any officer cf the army doing so shall be arrested, and a court instituted ; and if 
the facts be duly established, the President will dismiss him from the service. He forbids, also, any 
council of the Indians, or a delegation to be sent to the Cherokees west of the Mississippi.-—(Doc. No. 13 ) 

That the Cherokees are fast coming in to 


September 18, 1836.—Genceral Wool to Secretary of War. 
Proposes that a 


the council. Endeavored to persuade John Ross against the course he is’ pursuing. 
distinction should be made in the case of the Creeks who have married in’ the Cherokee nation, and 
become naturalized. Itisexpected that the Valley River Indians will not give their names to the appraisers, 
Asks the Secretary for a decision of the questions embraced in the letter.—(Doc. No. 14.) 

November 2, 1856.—General Wool to Acting Secretary of War. That he wishes the Secretary to 
assure the President of his willingness*to obey all his commands ; but as he seems not to possess his 
confidence, he desires to be recalled. —( Doc. No. 15.) 

November 16, 1836,—The Secretary ad interum to General Wool, in answer to him of the 2d of November. 
Expresses the confidence of the President in General Wool, and that los measures taken in execution of 
the instructions of the 12th October are satisfactory.—(Doc. No. 16.) 

November 6, 1836.—General Woot to the Secretary of War ad interim, being a detailed report of his 
proceedings under his instructions of the 30th June, 1836. Arrives at Knoxville, Tenn. On the 4th of 
July arrived at Athens. No preparations had been made to receive the volunteers. At the request of 
Governor Cannon, furnished the troops with forage and subsistence. At first objected to receive the 
volunteers, but upon the pledge of the governor received the.u, being one brigade of three regiments. 
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Reorganized it into two regiments of ten companies each, and ordered the remainder home. Established 
depots of provisions at Valley River, Ross’s Landing, and New Echota. Requests to be recalled, if he has 
no discretion invested in him. Protests against the instructions which require obedience to the commis- 
sioners, as too humiliating to be submitted to.—(Doc. No. 17.) 

November 23, 1836.—The Secretary of War ad interim to General Wool. Expresses the confidence 
of the War Department in General Wool.—(Doe. No. 18.) 

Nowenber 28, 1836.—Gencral Wool to Secretary of War ad interim. Encloses the “ Athens Repub- 
lican” of the 23d of November, and asks if the Secretary authorized the publication referred to. Expresses 
astonishment at the adoption of such a course towards an oflicer.—(Doc. No. 19.) 

December 24, 1836.—The Secretary of War ad interim to General Wool, authorizing him to publish 
certain Ictters from the War Department.—(Doe. No. 20.) 

March 31, 1887.—General Wool to the Secretary of War. Has discharged the volunteers, except 
one company of East Tennessee. That the Indians have been much abused by the residents among them. 
Refers to the case of the murder of an Indian by whites without provocation ; had arrested them, and 
turned them over to the civil authority, but fears the prejudices of the country are too strong to allow 
justice to be done in the case. Renews the application for a regiment of United States troops. Lieu- 
tenant Deas, of the United States army, with agents for emigration, had arrived. The Creeks, about 
1,000 in the nation, are adverse to removal and have fled to the mountains, and but few have been 
taken.—(Doe. No, 21.) 

October 17, 1836.—Acting Secretary of War to General Wool ; expresses the astonishment of the 
President that General Wool should have forwarded a communication from Jolin Ross and others, (see 
28,) and has determined that the treaty shall be executed without modification —( Doe. No. 22.) 

July 19, 1837.—General Wool to the Secretary of War. Requests a general investigation of his 
conduct while in the Cherokee nation.—(Doc. No. 23. 

July 27, 18387.—Sceretary of War to General Wool, in reply to him of July 19. Refuses an investi- 
ation as asked for.—(Doc. No. 24.) 

August 6, 1837.—General Wool to the Secretary of War. Renews his application for a general 
investigation of his conduct.—(Doc. No. 25.) 

August 11, 1837.—The Secretary of War to General Wool. Refuses General Wool’s application for 
a general inquiry, as asked for the 6th August.—(Doe. No. 26.) 

October 138, 1836.—General Wool to General Macomb. Says he proceeded to Red Clay, and there 


or 
5 


endeavored to persuade Jolin Ross of the necessity of carrying out the treaty. Many complaints made 
by the Indians ; and he has restored considerable property taken from them, and protected them in the 


possession of their lands, houses, and ferries.-—(Doc. No. 27.) 

September 30, 1836.—Protests against the treaty, and a request of General Wool to return the arms 
of the Indians, by John Ross and others.—(Doc. No, 28.) 

Caplan James Morrow says that he served with General Wool as captain of East Tennessee volun- 
teers ; that General Wool instructed him to investigate a question between Steel, who kept possession 
of the improvements of John Gunter, sv., deceased, and the adininistrator ; that be refused to decide, 
but sent the evidence to General Wool, who directed Steel to be dispossessed, with the exception of some 
buildings; that Steel refused to give up the property after it was sold; and that after some delay and 
difficulty he did dispossess Steel. That neither he nor any of his men were present at any affray which took 
place afterwards between Steel and others; that the Indians cannot get redress under the laws of Alabama, 
as their testimony is not admissible. He also says that he never knew of General Wool’s encroaching 
upon the laws of the State; that he was very cautions and prudent; and that all the officers and himself 
had full confidence in him.—(Reeord, p. 4.) 

Alerander Riddle says that he was sheriff of Jackson county, Alabama, and appointed administrator 
of the estate of John Gunter, sr, deceased, by the orphans’ court; that Steel kept possession of the 
property and refused to give it up. He took legal advice upon the subject, and finally was obliged to 
apply to General Wool for assistance, who gave an order to Captain Morrow to dispossess Steel of the 
property. le says that the parties whom he represented could not get a remedy, under the laws of 
Alabama, as their testimony is not admissible in their courts; and that under the treaty their only 
recourse was to General Wool; that General Wool acted with great prudence and discretion; that he 
has never known any instance in which General Wool has usurped any power; nor ever heard any person 
who can be relied on complain of him; that a great majority of the people would be glad if he would 
remain there.—(See Record, p. 10) 

Joseph Byrd says he served with General Wool as colonel of a regiment of East Tennessee volun- 
teers; that General Woo! was always mild and conciliating; and that he never knew any person in the 
Cherokee country complain of him, either whites or natives. The volunteers, citizens, and Cherokees, all 
regreted his reeall.—(See Record, p. 15.) 

Thury B. Shaw says he was a lieutenant of Georgia volunteers, and served with General Wool for 
two months as his aide; that he is aequainted with the course of General Wool in the Cherokee country, 
and saw nothing, nor knew ef anything for the foundation of suel charges as Governor Clay has 
preferred; that he was, by General Wool’s order, on several occasions employed in sustaining the civil 
authorities and preserving the peace of the community. He never knew of any act of General Wool, or 
of others by his order, in violation of the laws of the country; that General Wool preferred the State laws 
should operate; that the laws of Georgia are insufficient to protect the Indians; that General Wool was 
constantly employed in the discharge of his duties; and that Indian property was restored after proper 
Investigation; that a remonstrance was sent to the Secretary of War, on the recall of General Wool, 
because everybody approbated lis course.—(See Record, p. 15.) 

Thomas C. Lyon says he served as aide to General Wool in the Cherokee country; and that General 
Wool’s conduct, he thinks, is not liable to the charges preferred by Governor Clay. That General Wool 
acted with great caution in respect to the rights of States and of individuals, and enjoined it upon all to 
be careful not to violate their rights. He thinks that General Wool’s course tended much to allay the 
excitement of the Indians against the whites; that General Wool was very diligent in the discharge of 
the duties of his office; and that the citizens expressed regret at his recall; that many complaints were 
made by the Indians of the whites, and General Wool always caused them to be investigated, and their 
property to be restored when they were entitled to it—(Sce Record, p. 17.) 
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GENERAL ORDEDS No. 63. 
H[rapquarters or THE Army, Adjutant General’s Office, Washington, October 2, 1837. 

I. The court of inquiry, instituted by direction of the President of the United States, whereof Brevet 
Major General Winfield Scott is president, and which convened September 4, 1837, at Knoxville, Ten- 
nessee, pursuant to “ General Order No. 49,” to examine into the transactions of Brevet Brigadier General 
Wool, and others under his command, in reference to his and their conduct in the Cherokee country, so 
called, as set forth in a letter from his excellency the governor of Alabama, dated July 3, 1837, addressed 
to the Secretary of War, and in the joint resolutions of the senate and house of representatives of that 
State, has reported the following 


OPINION. 


“The court, after fully weighing and considering the whole of the testimony submitted in the case, 
are of opinion that not one of the imputations on the conduct of General Wool, contained in the preamble 
to the joint resolutions of the legislature of Alabama, or the letter of his excellency Governor Clay to the 
War Department, which enclosed the said resolutions, is founded in justice or in fact. It will be seen 
that on the application of the judge advocate to the executive of Alabama for documents, and the names 
of witnesses to support the accusation against General Wool, the late governor (the honorable C. C. 
Clay) replies: ‘The only official information I ever received in reference to the conduct of General Wool 
will be found in the executive archives. Iam not informed of the names of the witnesses to prove the 
charges against General Wool; but presume the officers who served under him in that part of the Cher- 
okee nation lying in Alabama would be competent to prove the orders which were the subject of com- 
plaint’ And the acting governor (his excellency H. McVay) says: ‘Iaving caused an examination to 
be made, nothing can be found on file in this department which will enable me to furnish the information 
desired, nor am I able to comply with your request from other sources.’ Pursuing, however, the sugges- 
tions of the honorable Mr. Clay, that ‘ the officers who served under him (General Wool) in that part of the 
Cherokee nation lying in Alabama would be competent to prove the orders which were the subject of 
complaint,’ the judge advocate, principally at the instance of General Wool, summoned many witnesses, 
and the latter has also freely submitted to the court every paper in his power which, as it would seem, 
belongs to the matter under investigation. 

“From the mass of this evidence, parol and documentary, it appears that in his conduct towards Ala- 
bama, so far from ‘disturbing the peace of the community’ and ‘trampling on the rights’ of the people, 
General Wool’s acts were so strikingly marked by caution, temper, and mildness, as to receive the 
almost universal approbation of the very people whom he is charged with having outraged. 

“ Another, and the principal accusation contained in the letter of Governor Clay to the War Depart- 
ment, (evidently founded on the preamble of the said joint resolution,) is, that General Wool had usurped 
the powers of the civil tribunals of Alabama; and the said preamble sets forth that ‘a company of volunteers 
in the service of the United States, under the command of Brigadier General Wool, have been stationed in 
the country jately owned by the Cherokee tribe of Indians in this State, for the pretended purpose of keep- 
ing peace between the said tribe of Indians and the citizens of the State, and have taken upon themselves 
the authority to adjudicate upon the claims of our citizens to their right to the possession of improve- 
ments; and in the enforcements of these adjudications have brought about a most ruinous and fatal con- 
flict between our most worthy citizens, the consequences of which have already resulted in the taking of 
each other’s lives.’ The case here referred to has been most fully developed in the evidence; from which 
it appears that the Indian children of one Jolin Gunter, deceased, through the sheriff (Riddle) of Jackson 
county, administrator ex officio under the orphans’ court, claimed the possession of certain improvements, 
of which Nathaniel Steel, a white man, was in the actual occupancy; that on the application to that effect 
to General Wool by the sheriffadministrator, General Wool decided the case, with the previous appro- 
bation of the said Steel, giving the right of possession to a certain part of the improvements to the 
administrator, with which decision Steel expressed himself to be satisfied; that Captain Morrow, who 
commanded a volunteer company three or four miles off, received instructions from General Wool to put 
the administrator in possession of that part of the improvements adjudged to him; that Steel quietly, and 
without the application of military force, consented to give up the possession, and began, accordingly, 
to evacuate the premises; upon which Captain Morrow and the small detachment that was with him 
withdrew to his camp, distant as aforesaid; and that the conflict which afterwards occurred was neither 
in the presence nor, at the moment, within the knowledge of any officer or soldier in the service of the 
United States. 

“Tt is further in proof, and, indeed, fully admitted by General Wool, that he decided many other 
claims preferred by Indians to improvements wrongfully possessed by citizens of the States; and it 
would appear that in all these cases bis decisions were aquiesced in, not only without conflict, but without 
complaint. The question now occurs, by what authority did General Wool take upon himself to give 
decisions on the class of cases just recited; and in doing so did, he, as is solemnly charged from a high 
quarter, usurp the powers of the civil tribunals of Alabama? The 16th article of the treaty between the 
United States and the Cherokees, ratified May 23, 1836, allows those Indians to remain in the country 
therein ceded to the United States up to May 23, 1838, and the United States stipulates ‘to protect and 
defend them (the said Indians) in their possessions and property, and the free use and occupation of the 
same.’ This treaty is repeatedly referred to in the instructions from time to time addressed to General 
Wool by the War Department, and once emphatically by President Jackson himself, in a letter to the same 
commanding officer, and in each case as a rule of conduct for the latter. In this letter from the then Presi- 
dent, and also in that from the War Office, October 12, 1836, General Wool is directed to consider the 6th 
article of the said treaty, which confers even a higher power on the commanding officer than the 16th, as 
applicable to the Cherokees whilst yet residing within the geographical limits of North Carolina, Georgia, 
Tennessee, and Alabama, and consequently that he, General Wool, was, by the 16th article, fully invested 
with the inferior power of repossessing an Indian claimant of improvements wrongfully withheld by a 
white intruder, not recognized by the Cherokees as one of their people. Again: the instrument agreed 
upon by the United States and the Cherokee nation, and ratified by the Senate of the United States May 
23, 1836, being called, upon its face, a freaty, and repeatedly referred to as such by the President and 
Secretary of War, General Wool naturally considered it as such an instrument as is spoken of in the 2d 
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clause, article 6, of the Constitution of the United States—that is, as the supreme law of the land; and 
consequently believed himself, under it and his instructions, to possess the right, as well as the power, to 
do justice in the Cherokee country to Indian complainants, without usurping the power of the civil 
tribunals of Alabama, or that of the tribunals of the other particular States mentioned. Without, how- 
ever, pushing this view of the subject any further, which might be improper in a military tribunal, this 
court is of opinion that General Wool, in the acts recited and complained of, cannot be “justly charged 
with having usurped powers belonging to the courts of Alabama. ° 

“In the letter of his excellency Governor Clay to the Secretary of War, dated July 3, 1837, before 
the court, there is an incidental mention ef another letter from the same to the same, complaining of other 
acts of General Wool, perhaps of the same or a similar character to those already noticed; but this letter 
not having been submitted to this court by the proper authority, and its contents unknown, except by 
conjecture, ko testimony has been taken, and no opinion is here given on its subject. 

“The attention of the court, in its order of appointment, has also been directed to ‘others under his 
(General Wool’s) command, in reference to’ the matters complained of ; but the name of no other officer 
is given in that order, or mentioned by the legislature or executive of Alabama in the papers from 
them submitted to the court. It has, however, been incidentally disclosed by the evidence that Captain 
Morrow, commanding a company of Tennessee volunteers, in the temporary service of the United States, 
was the individual charged with the execution of General Wool’s decision relative to the improvements 
of John Gunter, deceased, which were in the possession of Nathaniel Steel. In reference to this excel- 
lent officer, (Captain Morrow,) it is sufficient to say that he acted in strict conformity with the orders of 
his superior, and in such manner as to demand and receive the emphatic approbation of all the parties 
claiming those improvements, as may be seen in their respective letters to him, annexed to the proceedings 
of this court.” 

II. The President of the United States approves the proceedings in the foregoing case. 

III. The court of inquiry, of which Brevet Major General Scott is president, is hereby dissolved, 

By order of Alexander Macomb, major general commanding-in-chief. 


Rh. JONES, Adjutant General. 


DOCUMENTS ACCOMPANYING PROCEEDINGS. 


Executive Department, J'uscaloosa, Alabama, July 3, 183. 


Str: I have the honor to forward, herewith, a preamble and joint resolutions of the senate and house 
of representatives of the State of Alabama in general assembly convened, in relation to certain trans- 
actions of the military force of the United States employed in the Cherokee country, within the limits of 
this State. Tam not in possession of any order of General Wool, or any of his subordinate officers, 
referred to in the preamble or resolutions; but it is represented, in substance, that General Wool has 
assumed the power of adjudicating and determining the right of possession or ownership of land, and 
improvements thereon, and of dispossessing one claimant and supplanting him with another by military 
force. Under one of those decisions a contest has taken place in the county of Marshall, which resulted 
in the death of two individuals, certainly, besides the most serious injury to others, some of whom it is 
feared may yet die of their wounds. 

Having addressed you, on the 17th of April last, in reference to another unwarrantable assumption 
of General Wool, and received your reply, under date the 25th of the same month, assaring me that you 
had “despatched instructions to that officer not to infringe in any respect the rights of the citizens of Alabama, 
and so to modify his order as not to conflict with the laws of this State,’ I was uot prepared to expect another 
attempt on his part to usurp the powers of our civil tribunals, disturb the peace of the community, and 
trample on the rights of the very people with whose protection, to some extent at least, he must have 
considered himself charged. I feel assured the exercise of arbitrary power complained of has been with- 
out the sanction of your authority or that of the President; and, to prevent any misunderstanding on the 
part of the citizens of this State, I have published our correspondence just alluded to. 

I trust, sir, the necessary steps will be taken, at as early a moment as practicable, to restrain all 
military officers in the service of the United States in the Cherokee country or elsewhere within our 
limits from further infraction of our laws or outrage upon the rights of our citizens. It is also due to 
the violated sovereignty of the State of Alabama that the conduct of General Wool, or any other officer 
of the United States who may have assumed such powers as I have mentioned, should be promptly inves- 
tigated, and receive merited condemnation. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
C. C. CLAY 
Hon. J. R. Pornsert, Secretary of War, Washington. 


B. 


A PREAMBLE AND JOINT RESOLUTIONS of the senate and house of representatives of the State of Alabama in general 
assembly convened. 


Whereas a company of volunteers in the service of the United States, under the command of Major 
General Wool, have been stationed in the country lately ewned by the Cherokee tribe of Indians in this 
State, for the pretended purpose of keeping peace between the said tribe of Indians and the citizens of 
the State, and have taken upon themselves the authority to adjudicate upon the claims of our citizens to 
the right of their possession to improvements, and in the enforcement of those adjudications have brought 
about a most ruinous and fatal conflict between our own most worthy citizens, the consequences of which 
have already resulted in the taking of each other’s lives: Therefore— 
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Be it resolved by the senate and house of representatives of the State of Alabama in general assembly 
convened, That for all purposes of keeping the peace, and for the adjustment of any of the conflicting 
claims of any of the citizens of this State, the courts of our State are invested with ample powers, and 
are not wanting in inclination to enforce those powers, in the administration of justice to the Indian as 
well as the white man, and we cannot recognize the right of authority in any military court or volunteer 
company to exercise those powers. 

Resolved, further, That the stationing of an armed force in any portion of our State, for the purpeses 
aforesaid, is uncalled for and unnecessary, and a wanton interference with the powers and authorities of 
our courts, and should not be permitted to continue. 

And be it further resolved, That the continuance of said armed force in our State, exercising the 
powers aforesaid, is well calculated to produce a breach of the peace, rather than the maintenance of good 
order, and a violation of rights, rather than the administration of justice, and is a grievance to our 
citizens and an infringement upon the judicial powers and authorities of this State, and should not be 
tolerated in a community of ample laws. 

Resolved, further, That the governor be requested to address the Secretary of War on the subject. of 
the foregoing preamble and resolutions, and forward to him a copy of the same, and request him either to 
remove from the limits of this State any volunteer company in the service of the United States, exercising 
the powers aforesaid, or so restrict their powers as not to conflict with the constituted authorities of the 
State; that the governor be, and is hereby, direeted to take immediate steps to prevent the further pro- 
gress of said military force in deciding legal controversies within the limits of this State. 

A. P. BAYLEY, Speaker of the House of Representatives. 
H. McVAY, President of the Senate. 

Approved June 30, 1837, 

C. C. CLAY. 
Secretary oF State’s Orrice, Zuscaloosa, State of Alabama: 

I, Thomas B. Tunstall, secretary of state, do hereby certify that the foregoing is a true copy of the 
preamble and resolutions on file in this office. 
be Given under my hand and the seal of the State, at Tuscaloosa, this 3d day of July, in the year 


. of our Lord 1837. 
T. B. TUNSTALL, Secretary of State. 


Grancer County, Tennessee, August 19, 1837. 

Sir: I have had the honor to receive your note of yesterday. Your letter from Washington, of the 
10th instant, to which you allude, has not been received. 

You are, perhaps, not aware that I have ceased to be the chief magistrate of Alabama. I resigned 
the office of governor on the 17th ultimo, and was sueceeded by the Hon, Hugh McVay, who now performs 
the functions of that office, and whom you can address on the subject of your note at Tuscaloosa, the seat 
of government of that State. The only official information I ever received, in reference to the conduct of 
General Wool, will be found in the executive archives. 

I am not informed of the names of witnesses to prove charges against General Wool; but I presume 
the officers who served under him in that part of the Cherokee nation lying in Alabama would be com- 
petent to prove the orders which were the subject of complaint. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 


C. C. CLAY. 


Captain W. C. Dr Hart, Knoxville, Tennessee. 


Executive Department, Aiapama, Tuscaloosa, August 28, 1837. 

Sir: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt, on the 24th instant, of your communication of the 
9th, dated at Washington city, and directed to my predecessor, Governor Clay, informing him that a court 
of inquiry was to be held at Athens, Tennessee, on the 25th instant, to investigate the conduct of General 
Wool, and requesting him to forward to you “specifications,” “names of witnesses,” &c.; also, by the succeed- 
ing mail, your communication of the 19th instant, dated at Knoxville, Tennessce, directed to and informing 
me that a court of inquiry was to be held at that place, on the 25th instant, “to investigate certain acts of 
Brigadier General Wool, complained of by the State of Alabama,” requesting me to furnish you with the 
necessary testimony “in the case,” names of witnesses, &c. 

__ Having caused an examination to be made, nothing can be found on file in this department which 
will enable me to furnish the information desired, nor am I able to comply with your request from other 
sources. 

I have caused a copy of your letters and of this to be forwarded to Governor Clay, who is now on 
his way to Washington city. 

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
H. McVAY. 
M. C. De Hart, Judge Advocate, Knoxville, Tennessee. 
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Heapquarters Army or THE C. N., Vew Echota, Georgia, January 23, 1837. 
Sir: I am instructed by General Wool to send you the enclosed letter from James Spencer, a 
1 »y haavay Ve 71 Wart ‘ sneroetrcts > ~ = P . s oie ees ‘ ; 
Cherokee Indian, W ith directions to investigate the case, and cause justice to be done. For all necessary 
information in relation to the case mentioned in the letter, you are referred to General Moore. 

I am also instructed by General Wool to say to you that you have authority to investigate all 
complaints made to you by the Cherokees, and decide upon the merits of each, and transmit to general 
headquarters, with your monthly return, the result of each case. All cases upon which you doubt your 
authority to act will be referred to General Wool. 

i roONnars mneatrnete > re ht y ‘ , 71 ~~ : 

The general instructs me to say to you that you will afford to the agent, General Moore, who is 
engaged at that place in collecting and emigrating the Creek Indians, such aid as will be necessary to 
keep them within their camp and prevent their running throug re ry, ‘estrain ¢ isorders 
“l ae. ~ ok. spire Lee g through the country, and to restrain all disorders 
oth of the Creek and other Indians, and to prevent the whites from encroaching upon their rights and 
privileges. 

\. aks ’ TELE sp ’ j » wy 4 . . y . af rf } 
__ All Creeks who were settled in the Cherokee country prior to the 24th March, 1832, are considered 
citizens and entitled to protection. 
I have the honor to be, sir, with great respect, your obedient servant, 
P. M. WEAR, Acting Aide-de-camp. 
Captain James Morrow. 


- 


Heapnquarters, New Echota, March 21, 1887. 
Sir: Herewith I transmit a copy of an application of Colonel John Williams, attorney of the 
administrator of the estate of John Gunter, deceased, to dispossess Nathaniel Steel, who is said to be in 
possession of the resident plantation of the said John Gunter, deceased, and put Alexander Riddle, the 
administrator, in possession. This, it would appear, is a litigated case, and possibly may be of such a 
character as to cause some excitement, and, perhaps, some difficulty. I wish you to give it a careful 
examination, and, if the application is a just one, to put Alexander Riddle in possession. If, however, 
there should be any doubt as to the justice of the application, or if it is one likely to give you much 
trouble, or to produce unnecessary excitement, you will defer turning out Steel and giving possession to 
Riddle until further orders, or until I may visit you. 
I am, very respectfully, your obedient servaut, 
JOHN E. WOOL, Brigadier General. 
Captain James Morrow, Commanding at Gunter’s Landing. 


Hrapquarrers Anuy or THE CU, N., New Echota, Georgia, June 3, 1837. 


Sir: I have examined the testimony and documents which you laid before me the Ist instant in the 
case of Sheriff Riddle, administrator of the estate of John Gunter, senior, deceased, vs. Nathaniel Steel. 

Sheriff Riddle, as administrator, claims, for the benefit of the heirs, (they being Cherokees, ) possession 
of the dwelling-house and other improvements, with the plantation, of John Gunter, senior, deceased. On 
examination of the testimony, I am of opinion that Sheriff Riddle, as administrator, is entitled to the 
possession of the dwelling-house and plantation, for the purpose of selling the same, agreeably to the 
provisions of the will of John Gunter, senior, deceased, for the benefit of the heirs. You are, accordingly, 
directed to give him possession of the dwelling-house and plantation, together with the field or fields on 
the island in the Tennessee river, opposite Gunter’s Landing. 

In giving Sheriff Riddle possession of the plantation, you will reserve the gin-house near the 
dwelling-house, and the warehouse and storehouse called the white house, it being doubtful to whom 
these buildings rightfully belong; that is, whether to the estate of John Gunter, senior, deceased, or to 
John Gunter, junior, and not include them among the buildings or improvements delivered into his 
possession. You will also reserve from such possession the stone house occupied by Captain Patterson, 
the buildings in possession of Kelly and Willoughby, and also all separate buildings erected by Colonel 
Stecl by way of improvement to the place. Such buildings the colonel will be allowed to remove or 
otherwise dispose of in any way he may deem proper, provided such disposition does not interfere with 
the interest of the heirs of the estate. 

It is, however, to be distinctly understood that, in ordering these reservations, I do not intend to 
interfere with any rights or claims which the heirs or administrator may have to those buildings. Nor 
is it to be understood that, by giving possession to the administrator of the dwelling-house and plantation 
of John Gunter, senior, deceased, that I intend to express any opinion on the litigated points growing 
out of the case presented for consideration. These belong to the civil courts of the country to settle. 
My duty as well as my power over the case is limited to restoring the Cherokees where they have been 
dispossessed, and protecting them in all their rightful possessions, as guaranteed by the treaty of 1835, 
and ratified by the Senate of the United States on the 23d day of May, 1836. 

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
JOHN E. WOOL, Brigadier General, Commanding. 


Captain Jases Morrow, Commanding at Gunter’s Landing, Alabama. 








548 MILITARY AFFAIRS. [No. 744. 


H. 
Hentsvitie, Alabama, July 3, 1837. 


My Dear Sim: On my arrival at this place I proceeded forthwith to consult my attorneys upon the 
different subjects which most interested me at the time; the two most important points being that of a 
charge for murder and the recovery of my property—I mean my improvement. The first measure advised 
was, “that 1 bring suit against you, as an officer of the United States, for putting me forcibly out of pos- 
session, not, my dear sir, with a view to injure you or to wound your feelings; but being advised that, by 
bringing suit against you for executing General Wool’s order, that, although you might be acting per- 
fe etly correct as an oflicer acting under the general, that the United States was ‘nevertheless bound to pay 
me suitable damages. Being under this impression, I deem it a duty that I owe to myself and my much- 
injured family, to pursue the course adv ised, and would have written you upon this subject at the time 
the writ was sent on, but for the want of time. But, my dear sir, be perfectly assured that you have my 
best feelings, and I do firmly believe that you did nothing in the execution of that order but what you 
believed to be strictly your duty; as such I cannot attach any blame to you whatever; but, on the con- 
trary, I do and shi ll forever feel more than ordinary friendship and gratitude to you for the kind and 
ge «ntlemanly protection afforded myself and family and friends in an hour of peril and d: anger; and let me 
assure you that your conduct in our behalf has called forth the applause of many of the citizens of Mar- 
shall county. 

Mr. Lemon was discharged on Wednesday last; the balance of us calculate upon getting out upon 
bail to-morrow. My brother has had a severe attack of fever and bowel complaint whilst in prison, which 
has reduced him very low. Our case is very much changed in our favor, as regards public opinion, which 
appears to be almost entirely in our favor at present. The Claysville party came down for the purpose 
of having us all ironed duwn in the dungeon; but instead of effecting their object they were severely 
reprimanded for bringing the prisoners down in irons. We are permitted to stay in the debtors’ room, 
and frequently I am permitted to walk out in town. 

Please to tender my best respects to as many of your company as you may see, and let me beg leave 
to assure you that you have my best wishes for your health and prosperity. 

N. STEELE. 
Captain James Morrow, Commanding at Gunter’s Landing, Alabama. 
P. S—My brother was taken out of prison several days ago, and carried to a private house, to facil- 


itate his recovery. 


Huntsvinie, June 21, 1837 
Dear Sir: Permit us to tender to you, and through you to your company, our sincere regard and 
esteem for the prompt, decisive, and manly manner which you have taken to see the civil laws enforced, 


and the protection afforded us from the hand of our assassins. 
Much credit is due to Thomas Lowrey, esq., deputy sheriff, for his humane treatment in conducting 


N. Steele to Huntsville as a prisoner. 
Yours truly, 
N. STEELE. 
WM. 8. COLLINS. 
D. WILLIS. 
PETER H. LEMON, 
G. W. STEELE. 
Captain James Morrow. 
P, S.—Please not to forget to give my wife or my brother the papers I asked you for, and oblige 
yours truly. You shall hear from me again. ; 
Yours truly, 
N. STEELE. 





CraysvittE, Marshall County, Alabama, June 21, 1837. 


Drar Sir: At a large and respectable meeting of the citizens of Claysville, it was unanimously resolved 
that the undersigned should be appointed a committee to invite you to partake of a public dinner at this 
place, at any time you should be pleased to select, as a token of their friendly feeling towards yourself, 
and of their esteem fur your conduct in the discharge of the important official duties of vour station. It 
was also further resolved that the members and officers of your corps be also respectfully invited to 
accompany you. 

In pursuance of the pleasing duty thus assigned us, we beg leave to tender you the invitation of 
your fellow-citizens, and add the assurance of our individual cotcem. 

D. S. DICKINSON, 

JOUN S. GOFORTH, 

A. C. BEARD, t Committee. 
A. H. MACFARLANE, 

we, MACFARLANE, | 


Captain James Morrow. 
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No. 1. 
War Department, June 20, 1836. 


Sir: You will repair to the Cherokee country without delay, and ascertain the condition and probable 
designs of the Cherokee Indians. Rumors have reached here that these Indians are meditating hostilities 
against the United States, and that depredations have actually been committed. It is very desirable that 
any excitement which exists among them should be allayed; and you are requested to use all proper 
means, by representation and remonstrance, to allay it. You will please to seek interviews with the 
principal men, and to urge upon them the necessity of their interfering, and prevailing upon their people 
to remain quict and to comply with the treaty stipulations. A treaty has been recently ratified with 
them, providing liberal sums for their present relief and future support. The moment the necessary 
appropriations are made, arrangements will be adopted for carrying into effect all these treaty stipulations. 
In the meantime, as it is probable that the scarcity of provisions among the Cherokees may lead them to 
commit depredations, you are authorized to issue to such of them as may require this aid, and as evince a 
friendly disposition, a reasonable quantity of provisions. A copy of the Cherokee treaty is herewith 
enclosed. By adverting to the eighteenth article you will find a stipulation for these issues of provisions, 
The amount for provisions and clothing is limited to $75,000; but a far less sum than this will be sufficient 
for the issues required to be immediately made. The purchases, if any, will be made upon the best terms, 
and will be paid for in bills to be drawn upon this department, which will be met as soon as the appro- 
priation is made. It is presumed that pork, beef, flour, corn, and salt, are all the articles that it will be 
found necessary to distribute. You will cause the provisions to be issued and accounted for upon pro- 
vision returns, corresponding, as near as may be, with the army practice; and you are at liberty to 
employ such persons as you may find necessary to perform this business under your directions, and to 
allow them a reasonable compensation for their services. 

You will apply at the offices of the adjutant general, the commissary gencral of subsistence, and the 
colonel of ordnance; and you will ascertain in detail the arrangements that have already been made to 
meet any difficulties among the Cherokees. 

You will find that the governor of Tennessee was some time since requested to raise a body of volun- 
teers under the late volunteer act. A portion of these—the number depending on the organization, and 
amounting to from one thousand to twelve hundred, one-half mounted and one-half infantry—were assigned 
to East Tennessee. It appears by the governor’s letter received this day that he is about organizing this 
force, and that he will call into immediate service the quota assigned to East Tennessee. ‘These troops 
will rendezvous at Athens on the 7th July. You will take the immediate command of them, and station 
them in such parts of the Cherokee country as you may think best. You will find from Governor Cannon’s 
letter that these troops will be supplied with arms. 

A quantity of arms, ammunition, and provisions, were directed some time since to be sent to that 
quarter, and to be deposited at Hiwassee, under the direction of Major Payne, of the army. These pro- 
visions you are authorized, in case of necessity, to issue to the Cherokees, in lieu of those above referred to. 

Should the Cherokees commence hostilities, you will employ the above-mentioned force in reducing 
them to unconditional submission; and if you should not deem it sufficient for that purpose, you are 
authorized to call upon the executives of Tennessee, Georgia, and North Carolina, for such additional force 
as you may judge necessary. I have this day written to the governors of those States, requesting them 
to call into the service of the United States such militia force as you may require. The volunteers under 
the late act must serve for one year, the ordinary militia force must serve at least three months after 
reaching the place of rendezvous, unless such volunteers or militia shall be sooner discharged. Provision 
has already been made for mustcring the brigade of Tennessee volunteers. If that, however, should not 
have been done, you will have it attended to; and you will likewise cause the other troops to be mustered 
into service by some competent officer of the United States. I need not insist upon the necessity of all 
proper economy in your expenditures, and likewise upon the due preservation and accountability of the 
public property. 

Should the conduct of the Cherokees require the application of force, you will proceed to subdue them 
with as much expedition as possible. When this is effected, their arms will be immediately taken from 
them, and they will ke kept together, under proper guards, till you can complete your arrangements for 
their removal west. A copy of the general instructions for the removal of ‘the Indians will be furnished 
you from the oflice of the commissary general of subsistence; and you will conform, in this duty, as far as 
possible, to these regulations. Should a portion of the Cherokees remain friendly, you will still require 
them to deliver up their arms; but they will not be confined, and will be allowed a reasonable time to 
remove themselves, in conformity with the stipulations of the treaty. 

You are aware that General Scott and General Jesup are in the Creek country, conducting the opera- 
tions against the Creek Indians. Copies of these instructions will be sent to each of them, and they will 
be requested to communicate fully with you. Should you find that any troops, in addition to the Tennessee 
volunteers, will be required in the Cherokee country, I think it probable that a portion, or the whole of 
them, may be furnished from the forces under the command of General Scott; and if so, it may render it 
unnecessary for you to call into service any other militia troops. The state of affairs in the Creek country 
will, I hope, soon render unnecessary the employment there of the whole force now in the field. 

The President directs that you be assigned to do duty as a brevet brigadier general. During your 
command as such, you will receive the pay and emoluments of a brigadier general, and will be allowed to 
select an aide-de-camp. 

You will immediately consult with the heads of the respective bureaus, and take care that every 
necessary arrangement is made for furnishing all the supplies that may be required. You will look par- 
ticularly to these arrangements yourself, so as not to run the risk of any disappointment. The necessary 
orders upon this subject will be given to these bureaus. I desire that you will keep the department 
informed of your proceedings. 

Very respectfully, sir, your obedient servant, 
LEWIS CASS. 
Brevet Brigadier General Jonn E. Woot, Washington. 
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No. 2. 


Extract from a treaty concluded between the United States and the Cherokee tribe of Indians on the 29th day of 
December, 1835, and ratified on the 23d day of May, 1836. 


Articte 6. Perpetual peace and friendship shall exist between the citizens of the United States and 
the Cherokee Indians. The United States agree to protect the Cherokee nation from domestic strife and 
foreign enemies, and against intestine wars between the several tribes. The Cherokees shall endeavor to 
preserve and maintain the peace of the country, and not make war upon their neighbors. They shall 
also be protected against interruption and intrusion from citizens of the United States who may attempt 
to settle in the country without their consent, and all such persons shall be removed from the same by 
order of: the President of the United States; but this is not intended to prevent the residence among 
them of useful farmers, mechanics, and teachers for the instruction of Indians, according to treaty 
stipulations. 

ArticLe 16. It is hereby stipulated and agreed by the Cherokees that they shall remove to their new 
homes within two years from the ratification of this treaty; and that during such time the United States 
shall protect and defend them in their possessions and property, and free use and occupation of the same; 
and such persons as have been dispossessed of their improvements and houses, and for which no grant 
has actually issued previously to the enactment of the law of the State of Georgia of December, 1835, 
to regulate Indian occupancy, shall be again put in possession, and placed in the same situation and 
condition, in reference to the laws of the State of Georgia, as the Indians that have not been dispossessed: 
and if this is not done, and the people left unprotected, then the United States shall pay the several 
Cherokees for the losses and damages sustained by them in consequence thereof. And it is also stipulated 
and agreed that the public buildings and improvements on which they are situated at New Echota, for 
which no grant has actually been made previous to the passage of the above-recited act, if not occupied 
by the Cherokee people, shall be reserved for the public and free use of the United States and Cherokee 
Indians for the purpose of settling and closing all the Indian business arising under this treaty between 
the commissioners of claims and the Indians. 


War Department, July 30, 1836. 


Sir: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 19th instant. 

In reference to your remark that “with a less force we shall have difficulty to induce the Indians to 
emigrate, fur I have little doubt they will resist removal as long as they can with safety,” I beg leave to 
observe that your instructions of the 20th June contemplated the application of a military force only in 
the event of hostilities being commenced by the Cherokees. The treaty provides that they shall remove 
within two years, and that during that time they shall be protected in the peaceable possession of their 
country. Unwillingness to remove, or even resistance to a removal, will not authorize the employment 
of force. No intimidation nor coercion must be used. 

I may have misapprehended your remark, but it seemed proper to call your attention to one obvious 
construction of it, and to its incompatibility, so construed, with the stipulations of the treaty. 

Your draft for $10,000 for provisions will be paid on presentation. 

The other subjects in your letter have been answered in previous communications from this department. 

Very respectfully, your most obedient servant, 


C. A. TIARRIS, Acting Secretary of War. 


3revet Brigadier General Joux E. Woor, Commanding Army, Athens, Tennessee. 


No. 4. 


Hfeapgvarters Army or E, T. ann C. N., Valley River, August 4, 1836, 

Sir: You will proceed without delay to New Echota and such other parts of the Cherokee nation 
within the limits of Georgia as may be necessary to give protection both to the Cherokees and the white 
inhabitants residing in that section of the country. You will allow no encroachments upon either side. 
30th will be protected in their persons and property. You will prevent, as far as practicable, all collisions 
between your troops and the Indians. You will also prevent any interference on the part of the Georgia 
troops with the Cherokees. You will ascertain by whose authority they have been raised and stationed 
in that country, and if not legally authorized to maintain themselves and exercise military control, you 
will order them to disband or leave the country. If authorized by the authorities of Georgia, they will 
immediately report to me and receive my orders. At all events, you will prevent every improper exercise 
of military control over the Indians or the white inhabitants. The whole subject is left to your sound 
discretion, taking care to do nothing which will bring you in conflict with the authorities of Georgia. 
The sovereignty of the State and its laws must be respected. You will recollect in your proceedings 
that the State and the citizens are still laboring under a state of excitement caused by the cruelties of a 
savage warfare, Therefore great prudence and discretion should be exercised in all your intercourse 
with the nation, and particularly in all measures which might have a bearing upon the rights and interests 
of the State and people of Georgia. 

I will visit in a few days that part of the country, with the view of ascertaining the sincerity of the 
professions of the people residing therein. 

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 


JOUN E. WOOL, Brigadier General, Commanding. 


Brigadier General Duntar, Commanding Last Tennessee Volunteers. 
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HTeapquarrers Army or E. T. ann C. N., Valley Town, N. C., August 12, 1837. 

Sir: Captain Vernon, stationed at New Echota, informs me that John Ridge has complained to him 
that some white man is about to take forcible possession of his ferry on the Coosa river. You will, with- 
out delay, inquire into the case; and if you should find the complaint to be just, you will, until further orders, 
protect Ridge in his rights and property. This order will apply to all cases of a similar character in the 
Cherokee country. 

You are further directed that, in case you should find any troops within the limits of the Cherokee 
nation, whether in Georgia, Alabama, Tennessee, or North Carolina, not belonging to the East Tennessee 
brigade, to notify them that they are exclusively subject to my authority, and, unless they report to me 
without delay and become subject to my orders, will either leave the nation or be disbanded. In your 
proceedings you will be governed by your instructions of the 4th instant. 

1 am, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 


JOUN E. WOOL, Brigadier General, Commanding. 


Brigadier General Duniar, Brigade Hast Tennessee Volunteers. 





No. 5. 


Hrapquartrers Army or E. T. ann ©. N., Valley Town, N. C., August 15, 1836. 

Sir: Being on the eve of a tour through the Cherokee nation, I herewith forward to you copies of 
such letters and orders, from 1 to 5 inclusive, as may give the Department of War a correct idea of the 
course I have pursued towards the Cherokees and the white inhabitants residing among them. I do this 
lest some false impressions may have been made in relation to the course I would adopt by some hasty 
remarks in my correspondence with tlfe department. I can assure the Secretary of War, notwithstanding 
anything I may have said in my correspondence with him since my arrival in this country, I have done 
nothing which is not in strict accordance with the treaty and my instructions, and which will not meet 
with the approbation of the people of the United States, as well as that of the Department of War. 

On my arrival here I informed the Cherokees that I had been sent by the President of the United 
States to carry into effect the late treaty concluded with them; that I came not to make war upon them, 
but to preserve peace and to protect them in the enjoyment of all their rights. For this I only exacted of 
them a declaration of submission to the terms of the treaty, and a promise that they would remain peace- 
ably and quietly at their homes until the time arrived for their removal to the west. 

Several meetings were held with the chiefs and headmen in this part of the nation upon the subject 
of submitting to the terms of the treaty and of distributing rations and clothing among the poorer Indians. 
At the last of these meetings they abruptly separated without coming to any conclusion, although they 
had promised me to do so, Such conduct I could view in no other light than as exhibiting strong feelings 
of opposition to the treaty, if not a disposition to resist its execution by force, and such as required prompt 
and decided measures. I instantly sent a detachment in pursuit, and had the principal men brought to 
wy headquarters and detained under guard for the night. In the morning they admitted their error, and 
promised a compliance with the treaty. Although I could place but little confidence in declarations made 
under such circumstances, I nevertheless permitted them to return to their homes, with orders that they 
should require the young men to bring in their arms. About one hundred have been brought in, and the 
remainder in this section of the country, including those of the Che-o-ce Indians, will be in in the course 
of the week. This measure will, in all probability, prevent hostilities and enforce a compliance with the 
treaty. Yet it is not to be disguised that nineteen-twentieths, if not ninety-nine out of every hundred, of 
the Indians in North Carolina are opposed to its execution, and will not comply with it unless compelled 
to do so by the presence of a military force. They say they will go to the west, but not by their own 
consent; and none but a few miserable creatwes will receive anything from the United States, lest it 
might be construed into an act of submission to the treaty, or of having consented to its ratification. 
Without four or five hundred men present at the time when the greater part of the nation must set out 
for the west, I would not guarantee that we shall not have the same scenes enacted in this country which 
have taken place in Georgia, Alabama, and Florida. With four hundred regular troops I can insure peace 
and quiet, and the removal of the Indians to Alabama without difficulty. 

I have mentioned regular troops, because it appears to be the desire of the Secretary of War that 
the volunteers should be disbanded whenever regular troops could be obtained to supply their places. I 
called on General Jesup for the number which I supposed would be requisite, who returned me for answer 
that he had not any to spare at this time, and would not until about the 10th of September next. 

] have now about nine hundred men, including a company of regular troops at Fort Cass. A part of 
this force I shall discharge as soon as the Indians of this country have delivered up their arms, and as 
soon as I have completed the tour of the nation, which I shall commence to-morrow. This tour I had con- 
templated to have made before this, and would have, but for the opposition 1 meet with here, which is the 
most troublesome part of the nation. 

In the course of next week I shall call together the committee mentioned in the twelfth article of the 
treaty, to advise on the subject of furnishing rations and clothing to the poor of the nation. That part of 
the committee residing in this part of the country, except Timpson, are unwilling to act. Roman Nose 
and Siteewagee were both, previous to the reception of your communication of the 25th ultimo, consulted 
on the subject of issuing rations to the poor Indians, but they would neither take themselves nor advise 
others to do so. As soon as the committee have been consulted on the subject, regulations will be made 
in regard to the issues, a copy of which will be transmitted to the War Department. It may be proper 
to remark, however, that I have little doubt, from information received from the Cherokees in Georgia, 
that demands will be made to consume the whole of the seventy thousand dollars in the course of the fall. 
I shall not fail to distribute this sum in clothing and rations among the poor throughout the nation as 
equitably and economically as may be practicable. As it may be attended with less inconvenience to the 
War Department as well as myself, 1 would, as you have suggested, recommend to have the seventy 
thousand dollars passed to my credit in some bank either in Philadelphia or New York. 1 would recom- 
mend this course more particularly, from the circumstance that the deposit bank in Knoxville charges 
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one and a quarter per cent., as you have already been apprised, on bills of exchange, when they will take 
checks on eastern banks at par. 

I have as yet heard nothing from the commissioners appointed under this treaty, nor have I seen 
Major Currey, although I understand he has arrived at the agency. 

It may be proper to remark that, from the temper manife sted at present by the Indians, independent 
of any other consideration, a force would be required to be kept in this country during the operations of 
the commissioners and the appraisers of improvements. 

In conclusion, f beg leave to remark to the Secretary that, from the total inexperience of the pay- 
master ordered to this country, I apprehend that much difficulty will arise in the payment of the volunteers— 
a service at all times perplexing, and should have been intrusted to an expericneed paymaster. 

i have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
JOHN EE. WOOL, Brigadier General, Commanding. 
A. Harris, Esq., Acting Secretary of War. 


War Departuent, September 1, 1836. 


Sir: I have had the honor to receive your letter of the 16th ultimo, with its enclosures, and have to 
express my high gratification at the tenor of the orders which you have issued for the preservation of 
quict in the Cherokee country, which appear to me very judicious. 

I am glad to perceive that your views correspond with those expressed in my letter to you of the 23d 
ultimo, which you have * yet received. The distinction laid down in your original instructions from 
this department must not be lost sight of; that is, the different nature of your duties in a state of peace 
and of war, or of a condition leading to war. While the Cherokees do not disturb the public tranquillity, 
and while you have not just grounds to suspect that they are preparing to do so, you will regulate all your 
movements, so far as regards them, by the stipulations of the treaty. When, however, this state of things 
is interrupted by their own conduct, then the law of self-defence will justify us in subduing and removing 
them. 

Very respectfully, your most obedient servant, 


LEWIS CASS. 


Brigadier General Joun FE. Woo, Athens, Tennessee. 


No. 7. 


Heanqvarrers Army or E, T. ann C. N., New Echota, August 27, 1836. 

Sir: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your communication of the 13th instant, received 
yesterday on my way to this place from Ross’s Landing. 

Your impressions are altogether erroneous as to the course I would pursue in relation to the Chero- 
kees; no man cin feel more e kindly to these people than Ido, and no man will go further to secure to them the 
benefits of the late tr ; but, in doing this, it is necessary to be firm and decided, or you will not con 
vince them that the government is serious in its intentions of having the treaty exec uted. “A large majority 
of the nation are still under the delusion that the treaty will be modified, if not altogether rendered void; 
and John Ross, it would appear, is not without such hopes. The War Department does not understand these 
people, and no man can understand them until he goes among them. For three weeks after my arrival at 
Athens, from the daily reports made to me, I was induced to believe that a large proportion of the nation was 
prepared to submit to the treaty and to remove west at the proper time; a few days at the mouth of Valley 
river convinced me I was mistaken. A few white men and some few half-breeds only could be found to advo- 

cate asubmission to the treaty. This is not fiction but truth. The same remarks, although not to the same 
extent, will apply to this section of the country; that is, at least a large majority are opposed to the treaty and 
against removing to the west. What course, under such circumstances, would you pursue? Would you 
permit these people to remain until the period arrived for their removal before you undertake to convince 
them that you are serious, and that a treaty has been made with them which must be executed? I would 
be just to these people; but before they will allow me or any one else to be so, they must be convinced that 
a treaty has been made with them ( which the *y disavow) and that within two years it must be fulfilled. 
How would you do this? Would you merely say to them that they shall not be molested or interfered with 
if they will remain peaceably and quietly at their homes until the expiration of the two years? Such a 
course, [have no hesitation to say, would produce the same scenes which have just been exhibited in 
Florida and the Creek country. Not aman would be ready to move ; nor will one of them, with some few 
exceptions, move without compulsion. If possible, that is, if the government would avoid war, some four 
or five thousand should be prevailed upon to go this fall. If all remain, and all should be required to move 
at the same time, a much larger force than I now have will be required to preserve the peace of the 
country. Again, if we weuld serve and promote the interests of these people, we ought to use every 
honorable means to induce them to leave this country as soon as practicable. They are the prey of the 
white men; and if they remain in this country two years very few would have anything left to carry with 
thei to the west ; the white men would have debts against them sufficient to cover all that they would 
receive from the government. It is in vain to say that you would not pay these debts ; the Indians would 
be claimed by the civil authorities of the several States in which they reside under the expectation that 
the government would pay these debts. I hope you do not understand me to say that I would hurry the 
people unnecessarily to the west, or that J would use harsh measures to force them out of the country. 
On the contrary, I would convince them that they must go; and in the next place, I would endeavor to 
convince them that it was for their interest that a part ‘should go this fall. In the meantime I would 
protect them in the full enjoyment of all the rights secured to them by the treaty ; and, above all, I would 
prevent the white men from turning them out of doors and taking possession of their property, which has 
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been done so often in this State. If such proceedings on the part of the whites cannot be stopped, these 
people will be driven to a state of desperation, when the result may be learned by reading the history of 
the late Creek war. 

If the officer in command has no discretionary power over the white or red men, he ought not to 
remain here, for it would be utterly impossible for him to do his duty either towards the government, the 
Indians, or the white men residing in the Cherokee country. 

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
JOHN E. WOOL, Brigadier General, Commanding. 

CU. A. Harris, Esq., Acting Secretary of War. 


No. 8. 


War Departuent, September 13, 1836. 
Sir: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 27th ultimo, and am happy to 
perceive that your views of your duty, in the execution of the Cherokee treaty, accord with those of the 
department. I think it will occur to you, upon reflection, that the determination of the government to 
‘arry into effect the treaty may be as strongly manifested by fulfilling its provisions respecting the pay- 
ment of claims, debts, and for improvements, as by requiring or urging an immediate removal, which the 
treaty does not authorize. As these provisions are all beneficial, it would seem that their prompt and 
just execution could hardly fail of conciliating many who are now opposed to the treaty. The arrange- 
ments in the power of the department for removing all who will go willingly have been made, and it only 
remains, by every proper precantion, to prevent any infringement of the treaty by any portion of the 
Cherokees. 
Very respectfully, your most obedient servant, 
C. A. HARRIS, Acting Secretary of War. 
General Joun E. Woon, Athens, Tennessee. 





No. 9. 


Hrapnquarters Army OF THE CHEROKEE Nation, New Echota, Georgia, August 30, 1836. 


Sir: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your communication of the 7th instant, on my 
way to this place from Valley river, with a copy of one to the Acting Secretary of War. In reply to so 
much of the latter as relates to the apportionment of the ten thousand volunteers among the several 
States, allow me to say that I knew nothing of such a measure until some time after I had received the 
volunteers assembled at Athens. In what number and to what States these were apportioned I was 
wholly unacquainted with until I received yours of the 7th instant. 

When at Fort Cass (or Calhoun) on my way to Ross’s Landing I met with Mr. John Ross, just arrived 
from his visit to Washington. He, like many others of the nation, expressed a strong desire to have a 
council of the Cherokee people for the purpose of laying before them the whole proceedings of the delega- 
tion assembled at Washington in relation to the late treaty ; at the same time asked me if I had the 
authority to prevent such a meeting, which, he said, would be in accordance with the practice and laws 
of the nation. I replied that I had no authority to prevent such a meeting. I advised him, however, to 
be careful how he advocated such a measure if he had for object any other course than merely explaining 
the treaty and with reference to an entire submission to its terms. That any discussion or explanation 
tending to a different result I was confident would find no favor with the President, who was determined to 
have the treaty executed. He merely replied that he thought the President would be convinced that he 
had been in error, and that he would finally yield, and be willing to do justice to the Cherokees. I 
answered that it was a subject upon which I would not converse ; that the President I knew was deter- 
mined to have the treaty executed, and I was sent, with others, to aid in carrying his intentions into effect. 

Since my arrival at this place I have been informed that Mr. Ross has sent runners through the 
country, disseminating his views, which I am apprehensive will do much injury, and very much retard 
emigration to the west, particularly this fall. Will there not be a danger, if such a course is allowed, that 
he will make good his declaration, which will be found at the close of his letter dated “ Washington, June 
21, 1836,” in answer to inquiries by a friend, viz: “The delegation must repeat, the instrument entered into 
at New Echota, purporting to be a treaty, is deceptive to the world, and a fraud upon the Cherokee people. 
If a doubt exists as to the truth of their statement, a committee of investigation can learn the facts; and 
it may also learn that if the Cherokees are removed under that instrument it will be by force.” Your 
attention is called to the subject, in order that I may more particularly learn your wishes in regard to the 
course I ought to pursue under such circumstances. I ask it because, as you will perceive by the enclosed 
abstract of a letter from the War Department, I am very much restricted, and have little or no discre- 
tionary power left me in any case, except actual hostilities. Noman can be more kindly disposed to these 
people than I am, and it certainly is my intentions, as all my proceedings will prove, to be just towards 
them, and as far as it is in my power to protect them in all the rights secured to them by the treaty. Still 
they ought to be convinced that a treaty has been made with them, and that it is the intention of the 
government to have it executed. Certainly no commander will be respected without some discretionary 
power. Circumstances may arise when firmness, decision, and promptness may be indispensable to the 
preservation of peace and to prevent hostilities. By the extract I am restricted from action, except only 
in case of actual hostilities. 

The commissioners have not yet arrived. Governor Lumpkin, it is expected, is on his way to this place. 
We have heard nothing as yet from General Carroll. The friendly Indians are extremely impatient for 
their arrival. Everything must be retarded until they do arrive. If they do not enter upon their duties 
soon, | am apprehensive that very few will pass the Mississippi the approaching season. I think it all 
important to the interests of these people that they should be sent away as soon as possible; and particu+ 
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larly in this section of the country, where they are constantly annoyed by the white people, who are daily 
taking possession of their property and improvements, in violation of the treaty. I particularly wish 
instructions on this subject, 

In conclusion, allow me to call your attention to the latter clause of the 16th article of the treaty and 
the 4th article of the supplementary articles, both of which relate to the agency at Fort Cass. The ques- 
tion under consideration is, whether it is contemplated by those articles to permit the occupant to erect 
other buildings on the premises than were there at the ratification of the treaty. If not, Major Currey 
des‘res that Lewis Ross may be stopped from erecting a large house or store at the agency. By my 
instructions I do not consider myself authorized to act in the case, and therefore would respectfully 
request your opinion on the subject. 

Mr. Rogers, who takes this with other letters express, will wait for any communication the President 
may think proper to make in return, 

Herewith I enclose to you a circular from John Ross to John Ridge and others, inviting them to meet 
in council for the purpose of giving an aeconnt of the conduet of the delegation, and of laying before it 
the whole proceedings in relation to the treaty. It is thought that this meeting and its proceedings will 
do much mischief, and will very much interrupt the business of the commissioners, and consequently retard 
emigration. John Ridge and Major Currey are both of opinion that it will do much. Your instructions 
are requested on the subject. 

I have the honor to be, with considerations of the highest respect, your obedient servant, 
JOIN E. WOOL, Brigadier General, Commanding. 


General Anprew Jackson, President of the United States. 





No. 10. 
I{rrmirace, September 7, 1836. 


Sir: Your letter of the 30th ultimo has just been handed to me by Mr. Rogers, the express. Being 
in a state of preparation for setting out for Washington, and surrounded by much company, I have but a 
moment to reply to it. 

In relation to your observations respecting the apportionment of the ten thousand volunteers, I need 
not say more here than that the requisition on the governor of the State was a sufficient guide for the 
organization of the part allotted to Tennessee. This requisition was for twenty-five hundred men, to be 
raised in two brigades, one in East and the other in West Tennessee, and there could be no authority to 
muster more into the service. The remainder of the ten thousand had been required from other States 
and Territories. 

I have turned to the letter of the adjutant general to which you have called my attention. You will 
find, I think, that it relates to the volunteers called for agreeably to the requisition on the governor of 
Tennessee for twenty-five hundred, I cannot suppose that it was expected of you to receive a greater 
number than this into the service. 

As you have the treaty before you, and the instructions of the Acting Secretary of War, I do not see 
that I can add anything more on this subject at present. The treaty is to be religiously fulfilled; you may 
assure all concerned that no modification or alteration in it will be made by me. Of this Mr, John Ross 
is fully advised. His friend, Mr. Standefer, who waited upon me at Washington and made the inquiry 
whether I would agree to a supplemental article admitting the Rosses and their delegation in as chiefs, 
was informed that I] would not. You will therefore make known to the Cherokee people that no alteration 
in the treaty will be made, but that all its terms and conditions will be faithfully and fully executed. Should 
you find any evil-disposed white man in the nation exciting the Indians not to comply with the treaty, you 
will forthwith order him or them out of the nation; and if they refuse to go, the facts being thoroughly 
established, you will take the steps necessary to put them out. Such characters must be considered in 
the light of intruders, prohibited by the treaty from living within the limits of the nation. 

You will caution John Ross from calling any council of the Cherokee people with the view of oppos- 
ing or altering the treaty. He knows that there will be no further negotiation on the subject; that the 
Cherokees are to emigrate in two years from the ratification of the treaty, and will be obliged to go 
within that period; that the collisions between them and the whites have been too long continued for the 
gratification of himself at the expense of the poor in the nation. 

I have had a letter from Governor Carroll. He will leave Pontotoc at as early a moment as he can, 
and expects to meet Governor Lumpkin early in October next. 

With these hasty remarks, I remain your obedient servant, 


ANDREW JACKSON. 


General J. E. Woot, East Tennessee. 





No. 11. 


Herangvarters oF THE Army or E. T. anno C. N., New Echota, Georgia, September 12, 1826. 

Sir: To-morrow I shall leave this place for the encampment which I have ordered to be formed near 
the council ground at Red Clay. The conncil, as I have already informed you, will take place on the 15th 
instant. Previous to my departure T would call your attention to so much of your previous communica- 
tions as relates to the continuance of the volunteers in service. You appear to be anxious to have them 
However pacific the Cherokees may appear, I think it would be highly imprudent, until the 


discharged. 
I have again and again informed you 


treaty is executed, to leave this country entirely without troops. 
of the feelings and disposition of a large majority of the nation. The peopie are opposed to the treaty, 
and are unwilling to leave this country for the Arkansas. The amount of force necessary to be kept in 
this eonntry will entirely depend on the course which John Ross and his party will pursue. If the policy 
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of John Ross should be pacific, and not in opposition to the execution of the treaty, a comparatively 
small force only will be required tc preserve peace and guard the commissioners whilst in the discharge 
of their duties. On the other hand, if the course of John Ross—for he can control the nation—should be 
in opposition to the execution of the treaty, the force required will be comparatively large. If Mr. Ross 
should pursue the pacific course, perhaps six or eight companies of United States infantry, commanded 
by a vigilant and discreet officer, would be sufficient to give ample protection to the country. But if his 
course should be hostile, | would not guarantee the preservation of the peace short of eight hundred men. 
Six hundred might answer, with a very efficient officer to command them; this force, however, should be 
composed of four hundred regulars and two hundred mounted volunteers. If, under these circumstances, 
the War Department should deem it prudent and proper to keep a military force in the Cherokee country, 
whether it is to consist of regulars or volunteers, or of both, I ought to know it soon, because it will 
soon be time to make preparations for quartering them during the winter. 

Governor Lumpkin, who is here, is under the impression that the commissioners will locate themselves 
here to transact the business of the nation. In sucha case, he says he shall consider two companies 
necessary at this place for their protection and to facilitate the execution of their duties. Should the 
commissioners determine to select this place to transact their business, and consequently two companies 
be stationed here, which I think will be necessary, winter quarters must be built and provisions deposited 
for them before the roads become impassable for wagons. Besides this place, I would select Calhoun for 
another position for four companies, which we have at this time. Should this be approved, it will be 
necessary to build winter quarters for them. I would also station two companies in North Carolina, 
either at Camp Armistead or near the mouth of Valley river—the latter place would be the most suitable 
position in regard to the Indians. It commands the passage of the Hiwassee, the Valley river, and the 
roads to Georgia and to Tennessee. The only objection to it is the difficulty of getting supplies to it in 
the winter season. If we establish a post at this place or Camp Armistead, winter quarters must be 
built for the troops. 

After the council of the 15th instant I shall be able to inform you of the foree which I think will be 
necessary for the Cherokee country. At the same time I will order estimates to be forwarded for building 
winter quarters for the same. They will, of course, be of temporary construction, and put up at the 
smallest possible cost. 

That which I am the most anxious to know, however, is whether any regular force can be sent to this 
country in the course of the fall, As {have already informed the War Department, agreeably to instruc- 
tions from the Secretary, 1 made a call on General Jesup for four hundred. He returned me for answer 
that he could not spare any until about the 10th instant; I have heard nothing from him since on the 
subject. He certainly caynot require the foree which he has under his command to control the Creeks. 
Is it possible that the whole of General Jesup’s command is intended for Florida? Independent of the 
force he now has in Florida, he has fifteen hundred Tennesseans destined for that country, and how many 
Georgians and Alabamians I know not. I should think that a part of his regular force might be sent 
to this country, which will enable me to dispense with nearly or quite all of the volunteers, which, as you 
know, are very expensive. 

Governor Lumpkin, in one of his communications to the Secretary of War, says he has suggested 
whether it would not be expedient to allow some of the committee, or all of the members, who may have 
furnished subsistence to the poor and needy Cherokees, previous to my issuing rations to them, to be paid 
out of the fund appropriated for that object, agreeably to the eighteenth article of the treaty. In calling 
your attention to the subject, I would remark, that if you allow such debts to be paid in one case, would 
you not be compelled to allow debts in all cases of a similar character? There are many of this character, 
and they would give me or whoever may attend to the duties endless trouble. Debts of this kind against 
the Indians would consume more than $72,000. 

Again: some of the committee are anxious to have a part of this ‘und appropriated to feeding all 
those who may attend upon the commissioners to transact business. If this was established and gene- 
rally known, no man would come prepared to subsist himself, and the consequence would be that this fund 
would be distributed but partially, and to those persons who are not properly entitled to it. Besides, if 
the Indians should come in and submit to the terms of the treaty, the fund would not last two weeks, the 
number of visitors would be so great. If they knew they would be subsisted they would come whether 
they had business or not. I must positively set my face against such a proposition. My object is to 
distribute it impartially, and in such a way as to do the most good. The great body of the poorer class 
resides in North Carolina, and would not get their due proportion of subsistence if 1 should accede to the 
proposition above alluded to. I know not whether it has been submitted to you for your consideration. 
I can only say it would never do if you will be just. 

On all these subjects I could wish your opinion as soon as circumstances will permit. 

On the Ist instant I discharged one company of mounted volunteers, and on the 8th instant General 
Dunlap and staff. 

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
JOHN E. WOOL, Brigadier General, Commanding. 

Hon. Lewis Cass, Secretary of War. 





No. 12. 


War Depantaent, September 3, 1836. 


Str: I have just received your letter of the 20th ultimo, and approve eutirely the views taken by 
you in the conversation with John Ross, concerning the council proposed by him to be held with the 
Cherokees. If the Indians are to be assembled with the fair intention of explaining to them their duty 
under the treaty, and the necessity of an immediate compliance with its terms, the measure may perhaps 
be useful. Of this, however, you can better judge from the temper that may be displayed there than I 
can. If you think good can result from it, you are at liberty to encourage the measure. But if the object 
is to discuss the validity of the treaty, and thus to excite the Cherokees ultimately to opposition, it is 
certainly proper that you should express your decided disapprobation of the proposition. I would not, 
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however, have you use actual force till you are satisfied that the measure will have a tendency to provoke 


disturbances; in that event it must be put a stop to. 

I imagine you misunderstood Mr. Harris’s views in the letter to which you allude. This department 
certainly never expected that you should sit still and see the Indians prepare for hostilities without inter- 
ruption. The distinction which you suppose was drawn between hostilities actually commenced and 
those meditated was not intended to be laid down. The distinction was between hostilities, whether 
meditated or commenced, and a state of peace, from which no danger was to be apprehended. You com- 
mand in an important section of the country and at a moment of much anxiety. While everything is 
quiet, and no appearance of hostile designs meditated, your measures will be adapted to a state of peace; 
or, in other words, nothing more will be necessary than to keep your force upon the alert and to watch the 
movements of the Indians. But if you have just grounds to believe that they are preparing for disturb- 
ances, you will then adopt measures adequate to the emergency. I have great confidence as well in your 
judgment as in your energy, and I ain satisfied that the result will prove that confidence to be well 
founded. 

The circumstances you state respecting the employment of the additional Tennessee troops, although 
they will not enable this department to recognize their services, yet furnish strong considerations which 
may well have produced an effect upon you. 

Very respectfully, your most obedient servant, 


LEWIS CASS. 


Brevet Brigadier General Joun E. Woon, Athens, Tennessee. 


No. 13. 


War Department, October 12, 1836. 

Sir: I have had the honor to receive and to submit to the President your letters of the 12th, 18th, 
21st, and 25th ultimo. 

It has never been the intention of the department that the military force in the Cherokee country 
should be withdrawn or reduced, while its presence was necessary for the accomplishment of any objects 
connected with the treaty. A proper regard to economy, however, requires that no more should be 
retained than is sufticient for this purpose. 

The marine corps having proceeded to Florida, there is no portion of the regular army that can be 
placed at your disposal. 

The number of volunteers that you may require will, in accordance with the suggestion of Governor 
Lumpkin, in which you seem to concur, and which is approved by the President, be drawn from the States 
respectively in which they are to be stationed. And the President has directed me to request that you 
will muster, pay, and suffer to return to their homes such portion of the Tennessee troops as, in the 
opinion of the commissioners and yourself, will not be wanted within the limits of that State while the 
execution of the treaty is in progress. Having engaged to serve twelve months, unless sooner discharged, 
they must be distinctly informed that they are liable to be called into service at any time during the 
period of their original engagement. It would be improper to part with any of the Tennessee troops 
until ample arrangements are made to guard the other States, unless yourself aud the commissioners 
should think that less than the whole number can effect this object. 

It is apprehended that many, if not all the volunteers froin Georgia and Alabama, lately in service, 
have been finally discharged. Should this not be the case, you will call upon the governors of those 
States, respectively, for as many of these yet liable to serve as may be required within the limits of each. 
Should they have been discharged, you can then make your requisitions for the same number of new 


troops. As none have vet been in service from North Carolina, those called out for that State will, of 
! ‘ , ’ 


course, be new troops. 

The letter from this department of the 20th of June last gave you authority to call for militia from 
the States of Tennessee, Georgia, and North Carolina, but it will now be preferable to make your 
requisitions for volunteers under the act of Congress of the 23d of May last. LTenclose a copy of the 
act, an extract from a letter to the governors of some of the States from which volunteers were called, 
and a copy of a memorandum that accompanied it, in which the principles of the organization of volunteer 
troops are distinctly laid down, by which you will be guided so far as they are applicable. The number 
you may call for will be received into service for twelve months, unless sooner discharged. 

This arrangement, however, so far as it respects North Carolina, will not be carried into effect if you 
and the commissioners should be of opinion that, in consequence of the small number of Indians in that 
State, every necessary service can be rendered by the troops from the other States. 

J] understand from your letter of the 12th ultimo that your present impression is that eight hnndred 
men are sufficient for a permanent force for the whole Cherokee country. This number, therefore, will not 
be exceeded in carrying out the arrangements indicated in this letter, and I presume it will not be 
necessary to keep a greater number of the Tennessee troops in service until it can be completed. As 
many of the eight hundred men may be mounted as you and the commissioners may think proper. 

In determining upon the various points herein presented, the number and kind of volunteers to be 
employed, and the stations of the several detachments, I would recommend that you consult the commis- 
sioners, whose character and knowledge of Indian temper and habits and of the localities of the country 
entitle their opinions to great consideration. 

You are authorized to have the necessary winter quarters provided for the troops you may call into 
service. 

The declarations made by you to Mr. John Ross, as stated in your letter of the 18th ultimo, will be 
sustained. The President will not depart from the determination expressed in his letter to you of 
September 7: “The treaty is to be religiously fulfilled.” No delegation sent to this place with a view to 
obtain new terms or a modification of those of the existing treaty will be received or recognized, nor will 
any intercourse be had with them, directly or indirectly, orally or in writing. You will repeat this 
determination of the President to Mr. Ross and to all others in the strongest terms. If any of our own 
citizens enter the Indian country aud incite opposition to the execution of the treaty, you will ascertain 
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whether there is no law of the State which can be brought to bear upon them and under which they can 
be removed. If they cannot be reached in this way, it is the opinion of the President that they may be 
removed under the sixth article of the treaty, in which the United States guarantee that the Cherokees 
shall “ be protected against interruption and intrusion from citizens of the United States who may atte mpt 
to settle in the country without their consent.” It is not to be presumed that this consent will be given 
by those of the committee who are acting under the twelfth article, and by the terms of that article they 
alone are authorized to give it. 

If any officer of the army should countenance resistance or opposition to the treaty, you will arrest 
him and order a court of inquiry. If the fact be established, the President will dismiss him from the 
service, And the commissioners will be instructed to suspend any of the agents employed under the 
treaty who may be guilty of the like offence. 

I am instructed to express the surprise of the President that you permitted the council of the 
Cherokees to remain in session a moment after it became apparent that it was determined to declare the 
treaty void. This was fle ponent contemplated in the letter of the department of September 3, in 
which you were instructed to interfere and disperse such assemblage. If upon any future occasion the 
non-execution of the treaty shouid be discussed in council you will immediately close its session, You 
will inform Mr. Ross that the President regards the proc eedings of himself and associates in council as 
in direct contravention of the plighted faith of their people, and a repetition of them will be considered 
as indicative of a design to prevent the execution of the treaty, even at the hazard of actual hostilities, 
and they will be promptly repressed. You will also inform him that if a delegation proceed to the 
Cherokees west of the Mississippi for the purpose of procuring their co-operation in an attempt to set 
aside or modify the existing treaty or to obtain a new one, the acting superintendent of the western 
territory will be instructed to enforce the provisions of the 13th section of the intercourse law of 1834, 
and to employ military aid, if necessary, under the authority of the 23d section. 

I annex copies of these sections, which, as well as a copy of this letter, you will deliver to Mr. Ross. 

The direction you have given to Major Nelson, and your general views respecting the Creeks residing 
among the Cherokees, meet the coucurrence of the President, so far as they may affect Creeks settled in 
the Cherokee country prior to the extension of the jurisdiction of the States over the Indian country, and 
to the treaty with the Creeks of March 24, 1832. Those who have settled there since will be required to 
join their people west of the Mississippi, and military force will be applied to effect that object if 
necessary. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
A. HARRIS, Acting Secretary of War. 

Brevet Brigadier General Joun E. Woot, Athens, Bion 


No, 14. 
Heapguarters Army or E. T. ann C. N., Red Ciay, Tennessee, September 18, 1836. 


Sir: It is with peculiar pleasure that I acknowledge the receipt of your several communications of 
the Ist and 3d instant from Athens, by express. They have, “inde ed, revived my hopes, for [had begun to think 
that all confidence was lost in both my judgment and discretion. I am happy to find that it is otherwise. 

The Cherokees are fast coming in from all parts of the nation to attend the council. I presume at 
least three thousand are present. My camp is within a quarter of a mile of the council groun]. 

LT have had two interviews with Mr. John Ross. I endeavored to convince him of the folly of any 
attempt to resist the execution of the treaty, or to obtain a modification of it; at the same time informed 
him of the determination of the President to have it executed in ali its parts, and cautioned him, as the 
President directed in his communication of the 7th instant, an extract of which is herewith submitted. I 
have little doubt that the council will declare its dissent to the treaty, and appoint a new delegation to 
go to Washington for the purpose of making a new treaty, or to procure a modification of the present one. 
This, Mr. Ross informed me, was the wish of the people and, of course, his wish, for, as he says, he has 
always conformed to their desires. He has unquestionably unbounded influence over them, and can wield 
them as he pleases. I told him that the destinies of these people were in his hands. It was in his power 
to do them much good or much evil, and the latter would be the result if they adopted at this council the 
plan he had suggested. The last interview was held in the presence of Lowrey, ‘Taylor, Lewis Ross, and 
the two Gunters. I read to all the President’s letter. I called their attention to the situation of the 
Creeks, not only those who had sought refuge in the Cherokee country, but those who had long resided 
with them, and were connected with them by marriage; who were now hunted up like wolves, in all direc- 
tions, and earricd to the west, leaving all they had behind them. The policy he was about to pursue 
would, beyond all question, lead to the same result. Tis people would not be ready, and the consequence 
would be that they would be hurried off without the benefits now offered by the treaty. All which did 
not appear to produce the slightest impression. His only reply was, that he should leave the whole sub- 
ject to his people and abide the result. What that will be I have already informed you. 

On the subject of the Creeks, I would call your attention to the enclosed letters, from 1 to 3 inclu- 
sive. Some check ought to be pat to the course now pursued. Humanity revolts at such a course. Many 
of these Creeks have not participated in the late hostilities, but have lived many years in the Cherokee 
nation, and are connected with that people by the ties of blood and marriage. They ought not to be 
hunted and dragged like so many beasts to the emigrating camp. Certainly a distinction ought to be 
made in favor of those who have become nationalized, and, according to the laws and customs of the 
Cherokee nation, are permitted to partake of the benefits of the treaty. 

I hope the subject will receive your immediate attention, in order that a decision may be had upon 
these delicate and intricate questions. What possible objections can the government have to their being 
permitted, if the Cherokees are willing, to come in and remove under the treaty with them to the west ? 

It is expected that the Valley River Indians will not give their names to the appraisers appointed to 
ralue their property in that section of the country. 
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On Monday next the council will commence business. I can only look on and guard against any 
disturbance which might grow out of so large an assemblage of Indians. . 
I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
JOUN E, WOOL, Lrigadier General, Commanding. 


Hon. Lewis Cass, Secretary of War. 


No. 15. 
[Extract. ] 
Hrapqvarrers Army or EB. 'T. axp ©. N., Fort Cass, Tennessee, November 2, 1836. 

Sir: [have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your communication of the 12th and your several 
communications of the 17th ultimo. In answer to which, f would respectfully request that you will do me 
the favor to inform the President of the United States that it has not only been my pleasure, as it will be 
so long as [ hold a commission in the service of the United States, to obey all orders emanating from the 
President of the United States, and to spare no exertion to discharge every trust confided to me in sucha 
manner as to merit his high approbation as well as that of my countrymen in general. It was with such 
feelings that I entered upon the important duties assigned me in the Cherokee country; and I can assure 
the President that, since I have been in command, I have zealously, perseveringly, faithfully, and firmly 
my duties, at the same time pursuing a just and honorable course towards both the red and the 
white man, and such a one as | believe would have accomplished in due time all the objects contemplated 
by the late treaty with the Cherokees. Of this Iam sure the President will be convinced when he is made 
with all the facts in relation to my course, which I will transmit in a report to the War Depart- 
ment, with a request that it may be laid before the President, as soon as I can complete the arrangements 
required by the last instructions from the War Department. As it is evident, however, from the commu- 
nications received from the department, and the restrictions Haposed upon me, that I do not possess that 
confidence which should belong to a military commander in this country, peculiarly situated as it is, I 
would most respectfully but earnestly request, in order that another may be sent possessing more of the . 
President’s contidence, that I may be recalled from this command. 

JOUN E. WOOL, Brigadier General, Commanding. 
©, A. Harris, Esq., Acting Secretary of War. 


discharged 


acquainted 


No. 16. 
War Department, Movember 16, 1836. 


Sir: I have had the honor to receive your letter of the 2d instant, which has been submitted to the 
President. He directs me to assure you that he has full confidence in your capacity, fidelity, and zeal, and 
that so far as your proceedings, since you assumed the command in the Cherokee country, have been made 
known to him, they have met his decided approbation, with the exceptions indicated in his communication 
addressed to you from the Hermitage, and in the letters from this department of the 12th and 17th ultimo, 
In regard to the points there excepted to, he instructs me to say that the errors of judgment into waich 
he supposes you to have fallen were not such as to lessen his confidence in your character as an officer, 
or in your general ability and prudence. He therefore sees no adequate reason for recalling you from the 
command; and he trusts that, on a review of the whole matter, you will be satisfied that you may remain in 
it with honor and satisfaction, so long as the public service shall require. 
The particular measures stated in your letter to have been taken by you in execution of the instruc- 
tions of the 12th ultimo are entirely satisfactory 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
B. PF. BUTLER, Secretary of War ad interim. 


srigadier General Jonny E. Woot, Athens, Tennessee. 


c 


No. 17. 


Heapquarters Army FE. T. ann C. N., Mort Cass, Tennessee, November 6, 1836. 

Sir: Agreeably to my communication of the 2d instant, I have the honor herewith to transmit a 
report relating to my conduct as an officer, and the course I have pursued since I took charge of the 
important trust confided to me in this section of the country, connecting therewith a part of the corre- 
spondence relating thereto between the Secretary of War and myself, with the confident expectation that, 
so far from finding cause to censure me for the course I have pursued since | have commanded in the Cherokee 
nation, my conduct throughout will command your high approbation and praise, as well as that of my 
countrymen in general. 

By my instructions from the Hon. Lewis Cass, Secretary of War, dated June 20, 1856, I was directed 
to repair to this country without delay, and take command of the troops destined to operate in the Cherokee 
nation; to allay all excitement which might exist among the Cherokees; to seek interviews with the principal 
men of the nation, and to urge upon them the necessity of their interference, and prevailing upon their 
people to remain quiet, and to comply with the late treaty stipulations; and, in case the necessities of the 
people should require them, to furnish them, conformably to the 18th article of the treaty, a reasonable 
quantity of provisions to all such as evinced a friendly disposition to the United States; and in case of 
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hostilities on their part, to employ such force as ] might deem necessary to suppress them and subdue 
them to unconditional submission; and in case 1 should deem the force to be raised by the governor of 
Tennessee insufficient, | was authorized to call for such additional force as 1 might deem necessary, upon 
the executives of Tennessee, Georgia, and North Carolina. 

Agreeably to my instructions, TI set out, accompanied by Assistant Quartermaster Hetzel, on the 20th 
of June, the day on which I received them, and travelled night and day over the very worst possible roads, 
until I arrived at Knoxville. Ilere I met Lieutenant Howe, assistant commissary, stationed at Fort Cass, 
from whom I learned that it would be necessary to purchase at that place various supplies for the troops 
of whom IT was about to take command. This occupied me aiid my assistant quartermaster for three days, 
when I left for Athens, the place of rendezvous for the brigade of Kast Tennessee volunteers, where I 
arrived on the 4th of July. Although twenty-five hundred men were marching on that place, instead of 
twelve hundred as called for by the Secretary of War, no preparations had been made to receive them. 
Everything therefore was to be done immediately, with only Major M. M. Payne, Lieutenant Howe, assistant 
commissary, and Licutenant Hetzel, assistant quartermaster, to assist me. Subsistence, forage, store- 
houses, tents, and camp equipage, were to be provided before the 7th of July, the day the troops were 
to be assembled. They commenced arriving on the evening of the 5th, and on the Tth all were present; 
and all were mounted except two companies, and without the means of providing themselves with either 
forage or subsistence. At the request of Governor Cannon I furnished them with both, 

On the 8th and 9th of July Governor Cannon organized this force, according to the laws of Tennessee, 
into a brigade of three regiments, and turned it over to me, with Brigadier General Dunlap at its he ad. 
I objected to receive it. But on the urgent solicitations of the governor, with a solemn pledge that the 
State of Tennessee would pay the expense if the President would not authorize it; a letter from General 
Gaines to the governor, requesting him to have (I believe) a brigade of mounted men in readiness for the 
southwestern frontier; and the rumors of the day of a general war with the Indians on our western borders, 
all conspired to induce me to receive the whole number, on conditions that the supernumeraries, over and 
above the call of the Secretary of War, should return to their homes, and there await, without pay, the 
future call of the President of the United States, or the commanding general of the Cherokee forces. It 
was an organized force, and ready to be called into service at any moment, with no other expense than is 
allowed for going to and returning from the place of rendezvous to their homes. It was at least a pre- 

cautionary measure, and, as 1 conceived, warrante d by circumstances, independent of the pledge of a 
chief of a sovereign State, which no officer could well refuse without giving offence to the State. Besides, 
it prevented an excitement, the extent of which no man could foresee, and which I have little doubt would 
have been turned, under the circumstances, against the administration and myself, and more especially if 
I had disregarded the pledge of the governor. For, I would ask, what justification could I have offered to 
the volunteers for not receiving them, after the State of Tennessee was pledged through its chief to pay 
the expense? Besides, I had little doubt, whether or not I received them, that Congress would, under 
the circumstances, pay the expense of their going to and returning home from the place of rendezvous. 
And in this opinion it would seem that I am sustained by the high authority of the President himself, for, 
although he censured me for receiving them, he says, in a communication to the Acting Secretary of War, 
dated the 7th of August: “Those men obeyed the summons of their country, and ought not to suffer for 
the indiscretion of those who caused more of them to turn out than could be received into the service.” 
“They ought to be paid for their travel and expenses to, at, and from the place of rendezvous, and Congress 
will doubtless pass the necessary law, Their prompiness tn tendering their services aud equipping them- 
selves for the field is a high evidence of patriotism, and deserves the thanks of their country.” I may 
have done wrong in receiving those troops, and yet I am unable to perceive how I could have ‘avoided it. 

It was under such circumstances that I received the brigade, and immediately ordered Brigadier 
General Dunlap to reorganize it into two regiments of ten companies each, and ordered the remaining 
companies, fourteen in number, besides one rejected, to their homes, and there to await, without pay, the 
future call of the President, &c. This oceapied General Dunlap two days. Daring that period I ordered 
Lieutenant Howe, assistant commissary, to establish depots of provisions for the troops which I intended 
for active service at the mouth of Valley river in the mountains of North Carolina, at Ross’s Landing in 
Tennessee, and at New Echota in Georgia. At the same time I ordered ten thousand rations to be 
deposited at each of the above depots for the poorer class of the Cherokees. 

The brigade being organized, but having no ammunition for their muskets, and not being able to 
Jearn that any was on the way between any of the United States arsenals and Athens, | armed such of 
the companies as I intended for immediate service with rifles, and ordered the necessary ammunition and 
equipments to be purchased and prepared at Athens. On the 16th of July Captain Morrow, an intelligent, 
discreet, and vigilant officer, being ready, I directed him with his company to make a tour of the greatest 
part of the Cherokee nation, in order to ascertain the temper and disposition of the people, and to dissemi- 
nate the views of the government amongst them, and to urge them to remain quiet and submit to the 
terms of the treaty. On the same day I ordered the two infantry companies to proceed and repair the 
road through the mountains of North Carolina to the mouth of Valley river, which was necessary before 
provisions could be transported to that section of the country. 

On the 20th of July Lieutenant Howe, assistant commissary, and Lieutenant Hetzel, assistant quar- 
termaster, having prev iously made, agreeably to my orders, the requisite arrangement for transporting the 
supplies to the several points design: ited, I ordered five companies, under the command = Colonel Bird, to 
Ross’s Landing; one company, under the command of Captain Vernon, to New Echota, Georgia; and five 
companies, under the command of Colonel Smith, to the mouth of the Valley river. Each command arrived 
at its destined position about the same time—the 27th of July. The remaining five companies I ordered 
to be discharged the 31st of Jely—leaving myself with only eleven companies of volunteers and one of 
United States infantry. This force IT conceive indispe ‘sable to make the necessary impression upon the 
Cherokees, and, as 1 informed the Secretar y of War on the 19th of July, to induce the Indians to emigrate; 
for I had little doubt they would resist re “moval as long as they could with safety.—(See my letter to the 
Secretary of War on the 15th of July.) 

On the 22d of July, in consequence of the information received from officers and agents in the 
Cherokee country, I was induced to make the following remarks to the Secretary of War: © From infor- 
mation recently received, growing out of the force assembled at this place, a favorable change, it would 
appear, has been produced in the minds of many of the friends of John Ross, notwithstanding he has 
recently encouraged them with the hope that he would obtain a rehearing, and eventually set aside the 
late treaty. J have cautioned the Cherokees in re gard to the advice of John Ross, and informed them that they 
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had no hope but that of removal according to the treaty. Any other hope would lead to their destruction and 
all those concerned with them. The treaty must be executed, and that as soon as circumstances would permit. 
Such communications have had their effect, and the Cherokees are now willing to be advised. Jf J am 
not interfered with, one “half of the Cherokees will, if necessary, go this fall, notwithstanding a powerful influ- 
ence is excited against it.’—(See also my letter to the Secretary of War dated the 25th of July.) 

On the 27th July, a little more than a month after I received my instructions from the Se cretary of 
War, having travelled eight hundred miles, armed and equipped a brigade of volunteers, established 
several depots of provisions for both troops and Indians in the Cherokee country, appointed agents to 
issue rations to the Indians, made regulations for their government as well as the volunteers, and repaired 
thirty miles of road, I established my headquarters in the mountains of North Carolina, near the separ 
of Valley river, in the midst of the most savage and troublesome part of the Cherokees, who are nearly 
or quite all opposed to the late treaty. Conformably with my instructions of the 20th of June, I assem- 
bled the chietsS and headmen residing in that section of the country, and endeavored to prevail on them, 
as well as their people in general, to submit to the terms of the treaty, and send their poor to receive 
rations and clothing. After three several meetings, without coming to any conclusion on the subject, 
although they promised me they would, at the last of which they abruptly departed, without waiting for 
my arrival at the time appointed, or furnishing me with any excuse for their sudden departure. Such 
conduct, after ny giving them every assurance of protection, and promising to guard them against any 
and every violence, either in person or property, as guaranteed in the treaty, [ could view in no other 
light than as exhibiting strong feelings of opposition to the treaty, if not a determination to resist its 
execution, and which I conceived called for prompt and decided measures. I immediately ordered a force 
to pursue them, which brought the principal men to my headquarters, whom I placed under guard for the 
night. The next morning they apologized for their conduct, and promised submission to the terms of the 
treaty. As I could not rely on promises made under such circumstances, I permitted them to return to 
their homes, but with directions that their young men should bring i and deliver up their arms, which 
was complied with to nearly one hundred stand. This measure had a decided effect, and did more than 
anything else to convince them that a treaty had been made with them, and that it was to be executed; 
and if I had been permitted to pursue the same determined course throughout the nation, we should never 
have heard of the council of Red Clay, and I should have been spared the censure of the President of the 
United States. The course pursued on that occasion commanded not only their respect but their obe- 
dience; nay, more, it commanded the confidence and respect of all the white men as well as the red men. 
Not a murmur was heard against it in this section of the country. All parties, including Governor 
Lumpkin, Ridge, Boudinot, Bell, and Currey, approbated it, and declared it was the true course, and the 
only one which would insure a peaceable and quiet execution of the treaty. It convinced a large propor- 
tion of the Cherokees that a treaty had been made with them, and that they had to go to the west; and 
they began to think seriously of removing as soon as the commissioners could settle their claims, and the 
emigrating and disbursing agents furnish the means. Everything, in fact, was going on as well as the 
government could possibly desire, when I received the following communication from the Department of 
War: 


~- = 


“War Department, July 30, 1836 


“Sir: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 19th instant. 

“Tn reference to your remark, that ‘with a less force we shall have difficulty to induce the Indians 
to emigrate, for I have little doubt the ‘y will resist removal as long as they can with safety,’ I] beg leave 
to wlvees ‘rve that your instructions of the 20th June conte pesos the application of military force only in the 
event of hostilities being commenced by the Cherokees. The treaty provides that they shall remove within 
two years, and that during that time they shall be protected in the peaceable possession of their country. 
Cnwillingness to remove, or even resistance to a removal, will not authorize the employment of force; no intinii- 
dation or coercion must be used. 

“T may have misapprehended your remark, but it seems proper to call your attention to our obvious 
construction of it, and to its incompatibility, so construed, with the stipulations of the treaty.” 


The Secretary of War can, under the circumstances, easily imagine what my feelings must have 
been when I received this communication, which deprived me of all power, except “in the event of hostil- 
ities.” “Unwillingness to remove, or resistance to a removal, will not authorize the employment of force ; no 
intimidation or coercion must be used.” Nothing was left me but to stand and look on until the Indians 
had raised the tomahawk and sealping-knife. This was not all. Another of the Ist, and still another of 
the 13th August, with private letters from the War Department, filled with the most alarming and fore- 
boding apprehensions of the course I was pursuing. I frankly confess that these communications not 
only surprised me, but excited in me the most painful anxiety. I foresaw that what followed would be 
the result: that the people, so soon as they knew I was divested of discretionary power, would lapse into 
the arms of Jolin Ross. Henee I wrote to the Secretary of War, dated the 20th August, at Fort Cass, 
calling his attention to my peculiar situation, and particularly in relation to the council proposed by John 
Ross. In that letter I remarked as follows, on the communication of the War Department, dated 30th 
July, speaking of John Ross: “I cautioned him to be careful how he advised such a procedure, (alluding 
to a conncil,) unless it was for the purpose of explaining to the people the late treaty, with reference to 
their entire submission to its terms. That any discussion having for its object a different result would, 
I] was confident, meet with no favor on the part of the government of the United States.” I said thus 
much to Mr. Ross; more I cou'd not say with propriety, after the letter of the Acting Secretary of War, 
dated the 30th July, upon which I shall make uo other comment than, if I understood my instructions of 
the 20th June last, aud understood the Secretary of War, I was not only sent to suppress hostilities, but 
to prevent them, and to preserve the peace of the country. If Iam to do nothing until hostilities have 
commenced, I can only say that I cannot be recalled too soon from this command. I will never consent 
to risk my reputation as an officer with the restrictions embraced in the Acting Secretary’s letters. By 
timely and decided measures the Florida and Creek wars might have been prevented. One Cherokee, 
(alluding to John Ross,) whenever he pleases, can unite the whole né ition, at least a large majority, in a 
war against the Unite d Sti ites.” 

Again: on the 27th August, after I had seen and consulted with Governor Lumpkin, showing him the 
instructions I had received from the War De ‘partment, expressing to him my great anxiety on account of 
the restrictions which had been imposed on me, and which appeared as unaccountable to him as to myself, 
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for he declared there had been but one voice in relation to my conduct, and that was universal approba- 
tion, saying for himself he did not believe any other officer could hi we done better, if as well as 
my self, I wrote to the War Department in answer to the Acting Secretary’s letter of the 13th August, 
when I endeavored to convince the Secre tary that there was but one course which ought to a pursued 
towards this people, and that was a firm and decided one, at the same time to protect them in all the 
rights and privileges secured to them by the treaty, and concluded by observing: “If the slits in com- 
mi and has no discretionary power over the white or red men, he ought not to remain in the country, for it 

would be utterly impossi! ble for him to do his duty, cither in regard to the government, himself, the 
Indi wns, or the white men,’ 

Again: on the Ist of September I wrote to the Acting Secretary, when I remarked: “Since my last 
to you, Mr. John Ross has issued his circular, calling a comet of ihe nation, for the purpose of laying 
before it the proceedings of the delegation at W ashing ton, and at the same time to give an account of 
their conduct in rel: ation to the late tre aty. This cone; is to meet on the 1l5thinstant Ihave sent one 
of the circulars to the President of the United States by express, with a request that he would give me 
his views on the subject, and advise the course I ought to pursue in relation to it. One thing is ei 
no good will result from it, and much evil may be anticipated. Major Currey and John Ridge have been 
here; they both predict much evil from the meeting. We shall be disappointed if a formal protest of the 
council be not made and published against the treaty. This is the time for decision and action. Those 
who are opposed to the treaty should be told that the time has passed for discussing the question, and 
that they have nothing to do but to comply with its terms. This, you may rely upon it, is the true course. 
I shall however wait, and do nothing until I have further instructions from the War Department or the 
President.”.. And why did I say I would “do nothing until | have further instructions from the War 
Department or the Presidert?” It was because of the instructions of the 30th July, which would not 
allow even of “intimidation or coercion.” 

In my letter of the 30th of August, forwarded by express to the President of the United States, to 
which I have alluded above, I transmitted to him one of John Ross’s circulars calling a council; and in 
order to show him the extent of the restrictions imposed on me by the War Department, I forwarded a 
copy of the Acting Secretary’s letter of the 380th of July, with a request that he would give me his wishes 
in regard to the course I ought to pursue. I asked it because, as I remarked in my letter, I was very 
much restricted, and had ve ry little or no discretionary power left me in any case except “actual hos- 
tilities.” At the same time I informed him that it was thought that the meeting and its proceedings would 
do much mischief, and would interrupt very much the business of the commissione rs, and retard emigra- 
tion. At the time I sent this letter no one doubted that the President would give me all the authority 
necessary in the ease. Such was the opinion of Governor Lumpkin, Ridge, Boudinot, Rogers, and others. 
The President, however, did not think proper to do so. In his reply, dated September 7, he says: “ As 
you have the treaty before you, and the instructions of the Acting Secretary of War, I do not see that I 
can add anything more on this subject at present. The treaty is to be religiously fulfilled. You may 


assure all concerned that no modification or alteration in it will be made by me. Of this Mr. John Ross 


is fully advised. His friend, Mr. Standefer, who waited upon me at Washington and made the inquiry 
whether I would agree to a supplemental article, admitting the Rosses and their delegation in as chiefs, 
was informed that I would not. You will, therefore, make known to the Cherokee people that no altera- 
tion in the treaty will be made, but that all its ternis and conditions will be faithfully and fully executed. 

“You will caution John Ross from calling a council of the Cherokee people, with a view of altering 
or opposing the treaty. He knows that there will be no further negotiation on the subject; that the 
Cherokees are to emigrate in two years from the ratiiication of the treaty, and will be obliged to go 
within that period; that collision between them and the whites has been too long continued for the 
gratification of himself at the expense of the poor of the nation.” 1 could view this letter in no other 
light than as a full confirmation of the Acting Secretary’s Ictter of the 30th July, which deprived me of 
all power except in case of hostilities. 

It appears, however, by the communication of the Acting Secretary of the 12th October, that the 
President expressed his surprise that I shou'd have “ pe srmitted the council to remain in session a moment 
after it became apparent that it was determined to deciare the treaty void. This was the contingency 
contemplated in the letter of the department of September 3, in which you were instructed to interfere 
and disperse such assemblage.” Surely, from the course 1 had previously pursued at Valley river, and 
where | told the Cherokees they could not counsel with John Ross, for I would not permit it, at the same 
time I informed them that I was the only one with whom they could advise, (the commissioners had not 
then arrived,) and I advised with no one but the President, and he was determined to have the treaty 
executed. I repeat, surely, after so firm and decided a course, together with my earnest appeals against 
the restrictions imposed upon me by the War Department, no one will believe that I would have permitted 
the council to remain in session a moment if I cou'd have drawn from the letter of the 3d of September 
the same conclusions that the President did. It would have been contrary to my whole course since I 
have been in the country, in words, actions, and feelings, and which caused so much alarm at Washington 
that it was apprehended that I might commit some rash and indiscreet act, which would not only com- 
promit myself but the g etter of the 80th of July.) It was a peaceable assemblage, 
conducting its proceedings with order and decorum, without noise, commotion, or disturbance. It is true 
that it decided the treaty was no treaty, but not until the last day of the session, when the council 
immediately dispersed, and before | was made acquainted with its decision. Although I well understood 
the object. of the meeting, yet no one could tell until the vote was taken what the final result would be. 
The subject was not discussed in general council, but, as I] understood, in private and around the family 
fires. Not one circumstance, however, occurred during the whole sitting that, according t2 my construc- 
tion of the Secretary’s letter, would have justified me in breaking it up. He says, in the second paragraph, 
“You command in an important section of the country, and at a moment of much anxiety. While every- 
thing is quiet, and no appearance of hostile designs meditated, your measures will be adapted to a state 
of peace, or, in other words, nothing more will be necessary than to keep your force on the alert, and to 
watch the movements of the Indians. But if you have just grounds to believe that they are prep: ring’ 
for disturbances, you will adopt measures adequate to the emergency.” [had no grounds to believe that 
they were preparing for disturbances, although their measures might eventually lead to such a result. 
The letter, although it expresses great confidence in my judgment as well as my energy, contains many 
qualifications. In one sentence it gives power, and in another it takes it way. I thought it more of 
a diplomatic than a military letter. On examining, however, and comparing all the letters referred to, I 
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could not discover that any of them invested me with the necessary power. Whether or not the Secretary’s 
letter contained the : authority, I did not consider it the letter by which : was tobe governed, The Preside ei 


letter was the proper and oly one to which, under the circumstances, 1 could look for authority. Hey 
Ife had been sent. to by express, in Oo} der to ob tain his views on the pe the 


as also the Acting Secret: ary’s letter to me of the 30th July, 
which deprived me of all power except “in the event of hostilities.” Mr. Rogers, the bearer of my letter, 
was with the President. Ue was anxious to have the council broken up, and was particularly requested 
to call the attention of the President to the subject, and more especially as I had no power to act in the 
case. Mr. Rogers returned; no one doubted that he had brought with him the requisite authority. 
Governor Lumpkin saw Mr. Rogers before he arrived at my camp with the reply of the President, and 
under the impression that it contained the necessary power, wrote to me on tlie subject, anticipating that 
I wouid give the death-blow to the influence of J hn Ross. He, however, was mist: iken, as well as the 
rest of us. The President’s letter contained no such authority. On the ‘contrary, it only contained a 
confirmation of the restrictions of the Acting Secretary, with a caution to John Ross, and orders to ven 
the Cherokee people that the treaty was to be “religiously fulfilled without alteration or modification.” 
It being the last letter, and coming from the President of the United States, according to military 
rules it could neither be disregarded nor disobeyed. It was obeyed to the letter, and to the exclusion of all 
others; and, as I could not doubt, properly and rightly under the circumstances—(See my communication 
to the department of the 18th of September.) 

As fo the transmission of the communication of Joln Ross and his associates, I can truly say that I 
intended no disrespect to any one, much less to the President or the Senate of the United States. ‘Of such 
an act I am wholly incapable. My object in sending it to the War Department was merely to let them 
see what had transpired at the council, in order that such measure mightbe adopted, in tne opinion of 


nearer the scene of action. 
He had the circular of John Ross before him, 


the Secretary, the circumstances required. 

In relation to the instructions of the President, as communicated through the War Department, of the 
17th of October, by which I am required to consult the commissioners, and “acquiesce in their judgment, 
and carry into eflect any measures or operations, civil or military, they may determine to be proper,” | would 
observe, they are too humiliating to an officer who has served his country honorably and faithfully, both 
in peace and in war, for more than twenty-four years without the slightest censure from a superior, to be 
submitted to without at least a remonstrance, lest the blood which tlowed from his veins at Queenstown 
should rise in judgment against him. For a military commander to be held responsible for the peace, 
protection, and defence of a country, and at the same time to be placed under the control of civil officers, 
has no parallel in the military annals of our country. I will not believe the President intended to impose upen 
me, as military commander of this country, such degrading conditions. I have done nothing to deserve it. 
If Iam culpable, let me be arraigned and tried, but do not degrade me until Iam proved guilty. I have 
yet to learn that I have been wanting in judgment, firmness, or decision, or that I have, in a single 
instance, neglected my duty or the interest of my country. Nor have I been wanting in courtesy or 
attention to the commissioner, who has been waiting for many weeks for his colleague to enter upon the , 
duties of his office. Tis high and responsible station is a suflicient guarantee to command my respect, 
and induce me to consult him on all proper occasions. Jam sure Governor Lumpkin will not say that I have 
not consulted him on all proper occasions, or that there has been any want of union or action between 
him and myself. On the contrary, we have communicated freely and frankly with each other on all 
subjects connected with our stations and our duties, without disagreement or difference of opinion. TI 
have no objection, however, to the military command of this country being given to one or both of the 
commissioners; and I have no doubt, if they should be invested with it, they will do honor to themselves 
and their country; but ] hope and trust the President will not require me to act the subordinate. 

In closing this communication to the Secretary of War, I would respectfully observe that I hope 
nothing therein will be construed as intended to be disrespectful to any one, and certainly not to the Presi- 
dent of the United States, who is the last person I would think of treating with disrespect. The object 
of this communication is, a vindication of my honor, and, if possible, to remove suspicions which appear 
to hang over me, and to convince the President, as well as the Secretary of War, that Iam not deserving 
of censure in any respect whatever, and that my whole course, since I have been intrusted with the com- 
mand of this country, has been directed with a single eye to the accomplishment of the objects of the 
government, and to promote the interests of my country. That I have faithfully, honestly, and fearles psd 
discharged all my duties, doing justice to the red as well as to the white man, and protecting all, as far 
as it was in my power, in their rights and privileges, as secured to them by the late treaty, I am confident 
will be awarded to me by the p oe of this country. 

With considerations of the highest respect, | have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient 
servant, 


JOUN E. WOOL, Brigadier General, Commanding. 
Hon. B. F. Butter, Secretary of War ad interim. 


War Derartuent, November 23, 1836 


Sir: I have had the honor to reecive your communication of the 6th instant, containing a detailed 
report of the course you have pursued in your present command, and explaining certain measures to 
which exception has heretofore bee n Scrome n by the President and by this department. In consequence of 
the severe illness of the President, I have not yet been able to su bmit your letter, as you desired, to his 
inspection; but will do so, as soon as i state of his health will permit. In the me antime, I beg leave to 
refer you to my letter of the 16th instant, in which the President authorized me to express to you, in 
decided terms, his continued confidence, and his desire that you should remain in command in the Cherokee 
country. The favorable views there expressed will, no doubt, be greatly strengthened by the various 
considerations stated in your report, which abundantly shows (what, indeed, was never doubted by this 
department) that, throughout your arduous and important duties, you have been influenced by the most 
honorable motives, and have acted with great fidelity and zeal. 

Very respectfully, your most obedient servant, 
>. 


B. FP. BUTLER, Secretary of War ad interim. 


srigadier General JOHN FE. W oor, Athens, Tennessee. 
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No. 19. 


Hrapquarrers Army or tir C. N., New Echota, Georgia, November 28, 1836. 

Sir: HWerewith I have the honor to enclose the Athens Republican of 25d instant. Under the editorial 
head will be found the following observations, viz: “The inference deducible from the various propositions 
taken by the writer, (An Observer, ) induced the superintendent of the Cherokee removals to call on us, while 
in this place last week, when he showed to us a communication from the War Department instructing him 
to give publicity to the views of the President of the United States, as contained in the copy of a letter 
from the Acting Secretary of War to General Wool, dated October 12, 1826, in which this language is 
employed: ‘I am instructed to express the surprise of the President that you permitted the council of the 
Cherokees to remain in session one moment after it became apparent that it was determined to declare the 
treaty void. This was the contingency contemplated in the letter of the department of September 3, in 
which you were instructed to interfere and disperse such assemblage.” 

I cannot believe the War Department has adopted this new and most extraordinary mode of giving 
publicity to the censures of the President of the United States against an officer of the army. Still it 
comes in such a shape that I am constrained to ask the Secretary of War if a communication was trans- 
mitted from the War Department to the superintendent of Cherokee removals, instructing him to give 
publicity to the views of the President of the United States, as contained in the copy of a letter from the 
Acting Secretary of War to General Wool, dated October 12, 1836? If such instructions had been given, 
it appears to me that my instructions and the correspondence between the President, the Secretary of 
War, and myself, on the subject would have been transmitted with them. ‘To order the publicity of one 
without the other, especially through a civil officer, would be no less unjust than it would deprive me of 
the only mode left of defending myself and vindicating my honor, and the course I have pursued since I 
have commanded in this country. Surely the President dves not intend to condemn me unheard, nor 
without affording me an opportunity of showing that Iam innocent; and I cannot only prove that I am wholly 
guiltless, but that I have not, in a single instance, lost sight of the objects which 1 was sent to accomplish 
in this country. Nay, more, I will prove that I have not, in a single instance, nor for a single moment, 
neglected my duties, nor the interests of my country. 

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
JOHN E. WOOL, Brigadier General, Commanding. 

Hion. B, F. Burier, Secretary of War. 





No. 20. 
War Derarrment, December 24, 1836. 


Sir: I have had the honor to receive your several letters of the 16th, 20th, and 28th ultimo. Con- 
ceiving that the two former have been sufliciently anticipated by the communications of this department, 
addressed to you under date of November 16 and 23, I deem it unnecessary to make any particular reply to 
them. The like observation is applicable, in some respects, to your letter of the 28th. 

In regard to the publication contained in the newspaper transmitted with your last letter, it is due to 
the department, as well as to yourself, to state that a copy of the letter from the Acting Secretary of War, 
of October 12, 1836, was furnished by the Indian office to the superintendent of Cherokee removals, in 
order to keep him advised of the measures taken and contemplated by the department on subjects con- 
nected with his official duties; and that he was instructed to give publicity to the views therein expressed, 
for the purpose of enabling him, in his intercourse with the Indians and others, to counteract any injurious 
effects which might result from the proceedings of John Ross and his associates, and to impress on all 
concerned the determination of the President to enforce the execution of the treaty, and not to allow its 
validity to be called in question. The publication of an extract from that letter, in the manner and under 
the circumstances in which it has been made, was not contemplated, and is not approved by this depart- 
ment, and the superintendent has been so advised by a letter this day addressed him. On the other hand, 
there is room to question the propriety of the publication previouly inserted in the same newspaper, which 
led to the communication of the extract above referred to, if, as seems highly probable, it emanated from 
an officer under your command, The superintendent evidently supposed that the publication of that article 
made it proper to give publicity, through the same medium, to the extract selected by him from the letter 
of October 12. 

Should you deem it necessary to your character and usefulness as an officer, you are at liberty to 
publish the whole letter of October 12, together with the letters of this department of November 16 and 
23, or either of them, and this letter, which will be included in any publication you may make. It is not 
perceived that any necessity exists for the publication of any other part of the correspondence. 

Very respectfully, your most obedient servant, 
B. F. BUTLER, Secretary of War ad interim. 
Brigadier General Joun E. Woot, Athens, Tennessee. 





No. 21. 


IH[eapquarters Army oF THE C. N., New Echota, Georgia, March 31, 1837. 

Sir: I have the honor to inform the Secretary of War that I have this day discharged, except one com- 
pany, the East Tennesse volunteers, ordered home agreeable to Order No. 66, issued the 1st November last. 
This order has not been issued in consequence of any apparent change of feclings on the part ef the Chero- 
kees in favor of removing to the west, but because Ido not apprehend any danger or disturbance from 
them until about the time they will be called on to take their departure for their new homes. As long as 
they have a ray of hope of remaining in this country, and will not be obliged to remove to the west, there 




















564 MILITARY AFFAIRS. [No. 744. 


will be no danger of war or disturbance with the Cherokees. But when the period arrives when all hopes 
of remaining in the lands of their forefathers shall be dissipated, and they find that they must go, who- 
ever may be in command in this country at that time may consider himself more than fortunate if he 
should succeed in removing them without the shedding of human blood. I will not trouble you with a 
detail of circumstances which are to produce such a scene. It is sufficient to say that the rights of this 
people have been too often disregarded, too often trampled upon, too often violated without a cause or 
justification, with impunity, not to have sunk deep into their hearts, and which, I have little doubt, will be 
made most signally manifest before they finally take their departure, unless prevented by the most efficient 
and judicious measures. By these remarks I only intend reference to the acts of individuals who reside 
among them, and who seem bent on drenching this country with blood. 

Recent occurrences, which are but repetitions of those which have heretofore taken place, show 
plainly that it is in vain to appeal to the civil authorities of the country to repress the disposition of the 
whites to oppress this people and trample on their rights. In illustration, I would refer to a case of an 
aggravated cast which oceured a few days since within a few miles of this place. An Indian at his home 
was shot down and basely murdered by a party of white men, who had not the semblance of provocation, 
unless an attempt to escape from their barbarity be so considered. These men were arrested by my order, 
and immediately turned over to the civil authority to be dealt with according to their deserts; but so 
strongly have the prejudices of the people, stimulated by avarice, been excited against the Indians, that it 
is exceedingly doubtful if justice can be done in the case. With these people it really seems to be no 
crime to kill an Indian. They do not look to the probable consequences. This circumstance, together 
with the daily efforts of the whites to dispossess the Indians of their -houses and lands, has created a 
state of feverish excitement which it will be exceedingly difficult to repress when the hour of their 
departure arrives. To check these aggressions on the part of the whites, and to allay the consequent 
excitement of the Cherokees, and, if possible, induce them to prepare to remove peaceably to the west, 
have induced me to propose making the tour through the Cherokee nation, to which I alluded in my last 
communication. In the meantime I would most earnestly renew my application, made through the Adju- 
tant General’s office, to Major General Macomb, in my letter of the 18th of February last, for a regiment 
of United States infantry to be sent to this country. Such a force, together with the volunteers 1 can 
always have at my command in Georgia and Tennessee, will perhaps enable me to preserve the peace of 
the country, and remove the Cherokees without the horrors of another Indian war. 

In addition to the above, I would observe that Lieutenant Deas, of the United States army, has 
arrived with agents to receive for emigration the refugee Creeks scattered through this country. From 
the information I have recently received, I think there cannot be less than one thousand, These, it would 
appear, like many of the Cherokees, are determined not to leave the country until they are forced out of 
it. On the first intimation of a design to collect them for removal, they fled to the mountains of Georgia 
and North Carolina. But few have yet been taken. I have little doubt, however, that the greater part 
will be taken in the course of a month. I have several parties of volunteers in pursuit of them. 

I have the honor to be, with considerations of the highest respect, your obedient servant, 
JOUN E. WOOL, Brigadier General, Commanding. 
Hon. J. R. Pornserr, Secretary of War. 





War Departwent, October 17, 1836. 


Sir: I have had the honor to receive and to lay before the President your letter of the 2d instant, 
enclosing a communication of John Ross and others to you. 

I am directed by the President to return the communication to you, and to express his astonishment 
that you should have received or transmitted a paper so disrespectful to him to the Senate, and through 
them to the people of the United States. You will immediately return it to those who have signed it, 
and express to them his decided disapprobation of their proceedings and those of the council, and of the 
measures contemplated by Ross and his associates. 

The expression in your letter, “if the government intended seriously to execute it (the treaty) within 
the period prescribed,” leaves room to suppose that you yet entertain a doubt as to the intentions of the 
President. To prevent any misapprehension on this subject, I am instructed to repeat, in the most 
explicit terms, that it is the settled determination of the President that the present treaty shall be 
executed without modification, and with all the despatch consistent with propriety and justice. 

You will deliver a copy of this communication to Mr. Ross, and will thereafter cease to hold any 
communication with him, either orally or in writing, in regard to the treaty. 

Very respectfully, your most obedient servant, 
C. A. HARRIS, Acting Secretary of War. 
srevet Brig. Gen. J. E. Woor, New Echota, Georgia. 


No. 23. 
Hrangvarters, Washington, July 19, 1837. 


Sir: I have, since my arrival in this city, seen a letter, dated July 3, 1837, from his excellency C. C. 
Clay, governor of Alabama, in which it is represented that, in consequence of certain orders of mine, issued 
whilst in command of the Cherokee nation, “a contest has taken place in the county of Marshall, which 
resulted in the death of two individuals certainly, besides the most serious injury to others, some of whom 
it is feared may yet die of their wounds,” and requests that the affair should be promptly investigated, in 
order that those concerned in it “may meet merited condemnation.” 

With a view that justice may be done to myself, and that my conduct whilst in command in the 


Cherokee nation may be duly appreciated, at the same time to prevent falSe impressions from growing out 
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of the affairs complained of, I earnestly request that the President of the United States will institut? a 
court of inquiry, not only to investigate my conduct in relation to the case in question, but in relation to 
all my conduct as commanding general in the Cherokee country, from the time I entered it until 1 
re linquished the command to Colonel Lindsay, the Ist of July instant. 
I have the honor to be, with considerations of the highest respect, 
JOUN EK. ‘WOOL, Brigadier General U. S. Army. 
Hon. J. R. Potnserr, Secretary of War. 





No, 24. 


War Derartaent, July 27, 1887. 


Sm: I have attentively considered your letter of the 19th instant, and, after mature reflection, feel 
myself constrained to refuse your request to extend the inquiries of the court, which, at the instance of 
the State of Alabama, had been previously ordered, so as to embrace a general investigation of the whole 
of your conduct as commanding general in the Cherokee country, from the time you entered it until you 
relinquished the command to Colonel Lindsay. Such a course is unusual, and, as a precedent, might be 
prejudicial to the service No accusation has been made against you with regard to any other part of 
your conduct while in command in the Cherokee country; nor was ‘it intended ‘by this department, in any 
orders given to Colonel Lindsay, to convey any censure of your proceedings. By the laws, regulations, 
and usage of the service, every officer who is accused is entitled to a court of inquiry; but, in the entire 
absence “of all charges against him, it is unusual to ask, and it is deemed inexpedient to grant, a court to 
inquire generally in relation to his conduct during the period of his particular service. 

Very respectfully, your most obedient servant, 
J. R. POINSETT. 

Brevet Brigadier General Jonny E. Woon, Nassau, New York. 


New York, August 6, 1837 

Sir: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your communication of the 27th ultimo, by which 
it appears that the President refuses to grant my request fur a court to inquire into my conduct as 
commanding general in the Cherokee country, from the time I entered it until I relinquished the command 
to Colonel Lindsay, because “no accusation has been made against me with regard to any part of my 
conduct while in command in the Cherokee country)” excepting one from the governor of Alabama, on 
which an investigation has been ordered, 

It appears from a communication addressed to the officers of the Georgia volunteers by the Secretary 
of War, dated May 20, 1837, that I was recalled at my own request. It is true that, in consequence of the 
censures and degrading orders of the President of the United States, as contained in the communications 
of the War Department, dated the 12th and 17th of October, 1836, and circulated by the order of the 
Acting Secretary of War through the Cherokee nation, and partially published in the Athens Republican 
of the 23d of November, 1836, I did ree quest to be recalled. The President, however, did not deem it 
expedient to comply with my request, “as he saw no adequate reason for recalling me from the command,” 
and I remained in the country. 

After the lapse of several months the recall is ordered, and one of the reasons assigned is the appli- 
cation made in November, which was then refused. As something new must have occurred subsequently 
to November, which has been deemed by the President of sufficient importance to induce a recall even on 
an application which had been refused, and which had not been renewed; and as Colonel Lindsay, my 
successor and junior in rank, has been directed, upon the complaint of Mr. John Ross and others, to 
investigate certain parts of my conduct, and report the facts to the 1s eamereag, and as all partial 
inquiries may lead to injustice, it would - be but an act of palpable justice to make the inquiry general. 
Therefore I again respectfully but earnestly request that the court which is to assemble at Athens, in 
Tennessee, on the 25th instant, may be authorized to make such inquiry, and report their opinions, with 
the facts. 

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
JOHN E. WOOL, Brigadier General U.S. Army. 

Hon, Jorn R. Pornserr, Secretary of War. 


No. 26. 
War Department, August 11, 1837. 

Str: I have received your letter of the 6th instant. 

Your application for a general inquiry into your conduct while commanding in the Cherokee country 
has been reconsidered, but the President still sees no reasons for changing the determination already 
communicated to you. 

There is no charge brought against you, and the mere circumstance of your recall from the command, 
and the appointment cf a successor, though your junior, does not furnish any ground either for complaint 
or for a right to call for a court of inquiry. No censure was intended by this measure, nor by the order 
to Colonel Lindsay to report the facts in a matter in which this department desires information. 

Very respectfully, your most obedient servant, 
JOEL Ro POINSETT. 


Brigadier General Joun E. Woot, City of New York. 
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No. 27. 
[Extract. ] 
Heapquarters Army or FE. T. ann C. N., Fort Cass, October 13, 1836. 

Sm: “From New Echota I proceeded to Red Clay, where I had ordered a camp to be formed of four 
companies to watch the movements of the Cherokees and to prevent disturbances at the council held from 
the 15th to the 25th ultimo. During the whole of the session of the council the volunteers conducted 
themselves with great propriety. 

“T had several interviews with Mr. John Ross and other principal men of the nation on the subject of 
the council, the object of which was to explain the conduct of the late delegation at Washington, and to 
denounce the treaty made with the Cherokees and ratified by the Senate of the United States the 25th of 
May last. I endeavored to convince them of the extreme folly of any attempt to set aside or modify it; 
that if he persisted in the plan suggested, he would not only bring down ruin upon himself, bat on his 
friends also. I informed him of the determination of the President to adhere to the treaty, and ‘to have 
it executed in all its parts, terms, and conditions.’ I called his attention to the situation of the Creeks, 
not only those who had been engaged in the recent hostilities, but those who had been friendly and had 
resided for many years in the Cherokee nation, who were now hunted up and carried to the Creek emi- 
grating camp and forced to the west. I asked him if he was prepared to witness such scenes among his 
own people, which would inevitably be the result if he persisted in his present course of policy. He 
replied that his will was that of his people; he should submit the question to them, and abide the result. 
That result has been transmitted to the War Department. 

“From Red Clay I proceeded to this place, where I have been busily engaged since the 7th instant 
in examining and signing abstracts of issues and making out my accounts with the government of the 
United States. 

“T have only to add to the above that I have done everything in my power not only te conciliate the 
Cherokees, but to protect them in all the rights and privileges secured to them by the treaty. This they 
have no hesitation to acknowledge. Scarcely a day passes that some complaint is not made that a 
Cherokee has either lost a horse, a hog, or a cow, or his house or lands, which require my jnterference. I 
think I have restored four stolen horses within the last two weeks, and protected numbers in the possession 
of their houses, lands, and ferries. This, with the supplies which have been furnished in rations and 
clothing, has given me a claim to their confidence, and my decided course has commanded their respect 
and obedience.” 
JOIN E. WOOL, Brigadier General, Commanding. 


Major General A. Macoys, Commanding the United States Army. 





No. 28. 
Rep Chay Counc, Grounp, Cherokee Nation, September 50, 1836. 


Sir: The undersigned, chiefs and representatives of the Cherokee people, beg leave to address you, as 
the commanding general intrusted with the execution of the orders of the President of the United States, 
concerning the instrument purporting to be a treaty between the United States and the Cherokee nation 
east of the Mississippi, and have the honor to state that your communications of the 19th instant to the 
Cherokee people, respecting your instructions on the subject, were promptly read and interpreted to them 
in general council assembled. The result of their deliberations, and the expression of sentiments adopted 
by upwards of twenty-one hundred male adults on this occasion, the undersigned would also most respect- 
fully communicate, through you, to the government of the United States, as follows, to wit: The chiefs, 
national committee, and council, and the people of the Cherokee nation in general council assembled, have 
resolved that the instrument purporting to be a treaty made at New Echota, on the 29th day of December, 
1835, by the Rev. John F, Schermerhorn, commissioner of the United States, and the chiefs, headmen, and 
people of the Cherokee tribe of Indians, is a fraud upon the government of the United States and an act of 
vppression on the Cherokee people; that those who are represented as acting on the part of the Cherokees, 
and who assumed the style of “ chiefs and headmen,” hold no such title or designation from the Cherokees, 
nor have they received authority from the nation to furm said instrument; therefore said instrument is 
null and void, and can never, in justice, be enforced upon the nation, as they do most solemnly disclaim 
and utterly reject said instrument in its principles and all its provisions; that a respectful memorial to 
the government of the United states be prepared, on behalf of the Cherokee people, praying that the said 
instrument may be set aside; that a delegation, consisting of John Ross, principal chief, Richard Taylor, 
Samuel Gunter, George Sanders, Walter 8. Adair, John Binge, James Brown, and Stephen Foreman, be 
and are appointed, with full powers, to represent the Cherokee people before the government of the United 
States, and to enter into arrangements for the final adjustment of all their existing difficulties; that this 
delegation are instructed to confer with the Cherokees west of the Mississippi on the subject of their 
acting in concert for the interests and happiness of the whole Cherokee family; that any irresponsible 
individuals assuming to themselves the power to act in the name of the nation, without authority first 
legitimately obtained, will be deemed guilty of infringing the prerogatives of the nation and violating the 
rights of the Cherokee people, who will assuredly never sanction such usurpation, nor acquiesce in the 
doings of such persons; that in the course they have adopted in reference to the instrument in question, 
no departure from the most respectful and friendly feelings towards the President, the government, and 
the people of the United States is contemplated; but, on the contrary, their determination is to maintain 
and cultivate those friendly relations which have long subsisted between the government and people of 
the United States and their nation; that, in compliance with a law of Congress which directs that “Indian 
annuities shall be paid to the chiefs, or such persons as the tribe shall appoint,” the above-named delega- 
tion have been authorized and appointed to receive from the proper ofticers of the government of the 
United States all sums of money due the Cherokee nation east of the Mississippi, and to receipt for the 
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same for and on account of the said Cherokee nation; that the doings of the general council now assem- 
bled render the meeting of the committee and council on the second Monday in October next inexpedient, 
and said meeting is therefore dispensed with. 

In thus frankly communicating the sentiments of the Cherokee people and the doings of the general 
council, the undersigned beg leave to reassure you that they are actuated from the purest motives and the 
most friendly feelings towards the public functionaries and the private citizens of the United States; that 
the only hope of the Cherokees for a further hearing from the government on the subject of their griev- 
ances, and for amore satisfactory and final adjustment of their existing difficulties, rests on the justice 
of their case, and the unremitting confidence entertained in the good faith, magnanimity, and justice of 
the President and the Congress of the United States, and to realize which they desire that the whole truth 
may be fairly stated respecting the manner and circumstances under which the instrument complained of 
was negotiated, and that the same may be fully understood and impartially investigated. 

The Cherokees are deeply sensible of their peculiar and dependent situation, consequently are not 
ignorant that their very existence as a people is at the mercy of the United States, and subject to their 
will and pleasure, Their course is plain, and has ever been directed in the path of peace and friendship, 
though not influenced by the dastardly feclings of fear, but by those pleasing ties of confidence and social 
relations which have so long and so happily subsisted between them and their white brethren. Much may 
be said, by way of objections in detail, of the instrument in question, but it is deemed unnecessary. The 
mutual interests and welfare of the whole Cherokee family, those in the east as well as those in the west, 
would require that in any final arrangement that their approbation should be equally consulted, in order 
that harmony among themselves may be insured; policy as well as common justice would seem to require 
this. 

In conclusion, will you please to permit us to state that, in compliance with the desire of the Cherokees 
of the valley towns, it is respectfully asked that their guns may now be restored to them, which have 
been surrendered up in compliance with your orders, as it is to be hoped there will not be found any 
uecessity for retaining them longer. The undersigned beg you to accept their cordial thanks and sincere 
regard for your honorable course in the discharge of your military duties here, and also for the gentlemanly 
deportment of the officers, and the orderly conduct of the soldiers under your command during the sitting 
of the general council. 

With great respect, they have the honor to be, sir, your obedient, humble servants, 


Jolin Ross, principal chief. Bean Stick. 

George Lowrey, assistant principal chief. Walking Stick. 

Young Snake, speaker of national council. Tarquoh., 

Archibald Campball. Money Crier. 

The Bark. Jesse Bushyhead, clerk of national council. 
Chu-nuh-gee. R. Taylor, president of national council. 
Young Glass. Thomas Foreman. 

Sleeping Rabbit. George Still. 

John Watts. James Hawkins. 

James Spears. Nah-hoo-hah. 

Sittiwazce. John F. Boldrige. 

Charles. Old Fields. 

Chu-wa-lu-gee. Hair Conrod. 

John Wane. Choo-noo-luh-hno-kee. 

White Path. Janics D. Woffard. 

John Oterlifter. Stephen Foreman, clerk of national council. 


Softshell Turtle. 
Brigadier General Joun E. Woo., Commanding United States Army in Cherokee Nation. 





No. 29. 
DEFENCE OF BRIGADIER GENERAL WOOL. 


Mr. Presipent: It was very far from my expectation, when I took leave of my command on the Ist 
of July last, in obedience to instructions from the War Department, that I should so soon again be com- 
pelled to revisit this country, particularly under the circumstances in which I now appear before you. 
I frankly confess that, when I took my departure, I was flattered with the pleasing reflection that I carried 
with me the approbation and kind wishes of all—the Tennessceans, the Georgians, the North Carolinians, 
and the Alabamians. It appears, however, that 1 was mistaken; and the pleasing allusion which I had so 
fondly cherished was soon and rudely to be dispelled; for, on my arrival at Washington, I learned from 
the Secretary of War that I had been charged by the exeeutive of Alabama with usurping the powers of 
the civil tribunals of the State, disturbing the peace of the community, and trampling upon the rights of 
its citizens; and that a court had been instituted to inquire into the circumstances, and report the facts 
to the War Department. My surprise was great; for, of all that could be alleged against me, during the 
period IT commanded in the Cherokee nation, the charges preferred against me were the most foreign to 
my feelings and intentions, and which every measure adopted, with reference to the Cherokees and the 
white inhabitants, will clearly prove. Idid not go to that country, Mr. President, to tarnish what little 
reputation I may have previously acquired, by acts of oppression or cruelty, nor by violating the laws of 
my country. My object was a faithful execution of the treaty with the Cherokees, to protect all in their 
rights, as guaranteed by it—the white men and the red—the weak as well as the strong. These were the 
cardinal rules for my conduct, which I steadily kept in view, aud which I never lost sight of for a single 
moment, from the time I entered the country until I left it. 

But it is not my intention, Mr. President, to detain this court, or weary its patience by attestations of my 
innocence, or a labored defence of my conduct whilst commanding in the Cherokee nation. The President 
of the United States having refused my request for a general inquiry into my conduct, and the present 
inquiry being limited to a single complaint, I will at once proceed, in as brief a manner as circumstances 
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will permit, to present my views of the subject to the consideration of the court. The facts by which 
this court is to be guided in the formation of its opinion are now upon its records. IT await the result of 
its deliberations and the judgmcut of the American people, when your proceedings shall be made public, 
with undoubting confidence. 

My instructions, Mr. President, of the 20th June, 1836, in which a copy of the late treaty with the 
Cherokees was enclosed, are before you, arked 1. With what energy, zeal, and promptitude I discharged 
the important duties thus assigned me, the court will be able to judge from the facts and the documents 
before it. As directed, I repaired to Athens, in Tennessee, with as much despatch as practicable; and 
after organizing a brigade of volunteers, arming and equipping such a force as 1 considered the nature of 
the service required, and establishing depots of provisions in suitable places for both the troops and the 
poorer class of Cherokees, distributing the troops in such positions as would afford the greatest facilities 
for operating and controlling the Cherokees, in case of hostilities, I established my headquarters on the 
27th of July, (a little more than a month after I left Washington,) near the mouth of Valley river, North 
Carolina, in the midst of the most obstinate and warlike of the Cherokees, and the mest devotedly attached 
to their country. I was not slow in discovering that the command I had assumed was one of delicacy 
in its nature, and extremely troublesome in the execution. I found the Indians laboring under a state of 
excitement produced by the means adopted to force upon them the late treaty, which they most explicitly 
disavowed, “declaring that they had made no such treaty with the United States, and that the paper 
which purported to be one was made by a few unauthorized individuals, without the sanction of the 
nation, assisted by corrupt agents of the government.” This state of fecling was heightened by the 
daily encroachment of the whites, who were flocking into the nation and driving them from their homes. 
This excitement was still greater in Georgia and Alabama, where the Indians were not only dispossessed 
of their houses and fields, but, in consequence, also, of the conduct of the troops of those States, who, 
in pursuit of Creek Indians who had fled for refuge among the Cherokees from the war that was raging 
in their own country, not unfrequently captured the Cherokees and conveyed them to the Creek emigrating 
camp for transportation to the west. By this means husbands were frequently separated from their 
wives, and children from the parents. Such was the perplexed and embarrassing state of things with 
which I had to struggle on my entrance into the Cherokee country. 

To allay this excitement, to correct these abuses, and to induce the Cherokees to acquiesce and 
submit to the conditions imposed by the treaty, the best energies of which | was master were put in 
requisition. The testimony before the court will show that I devoted myself unceasingly to accomplish 
the objects of my mission to the Cherokee country, to execute the treaty honorably to the government 
and justly to the Indians. I have the satisfaction of believing that the measures adopted would have 
produced the desired effect. The Cherokees were beginning to relax in their opposition, and were making 
preparations for removal to the west. 

I have thus endeavored, Mr. President, briefly to lay before you the state of the Cherokee nation in 
August and September, 1836. If, at that time, I had been sustained in my course by the government of 
the United States, and the commissioners had been present to enter upon the discharge of their duties at 
the same time, I have no doubt, and I think I will be sustained in the declaration by the more intelligent 
part of the nation, that at least five thousand of the Cherokees would have removed to their new homes 
during the last fall and winter. This would have induced the removal of the residue of the nation without 
trouble or difficulty. 

As an indication cf the course pursued by me during my command in the Cherokee country, and as 
showing the means by which I acquired the confidence of the Indians, and the approbation of the white 
citizens of the nation and the neighboring country, I would call the attention of the court to my commu- 
nications to Brigadier General Dunlap, of the 4th and 12th of August, 1836. In that of the 4th of 
August the following directions will be found: “ You will proceed without delay to New Echota, and such 
other parts of the Cherokee nation within the limits of Georgia as inay be necessary to give protection 
both to the Cherokees and the white inhabitants residing in that section of the country. You will allow 
no encroachments on either side. Both will be protected in their persons ond property. You will prevent, as 
far as practicable, all collisions between your troops and the Indians. You will also prevent any interfer- 
ence on the part of the Georgia troops with the Cherokees. At all events, you will prevent any impreper 
exercise of military control over the Indians or the white inhabitants. The whole subject is left to your 
sound discretion, taking care to do nothing that will bring you in conflict with the authorities of Georgia. 
The sovereigaty of the State and its laws must be respected. You will recollect in your proceedings 
that the State and the citizens are still laboring under a state of excitement caused by the cruelties of a 
savage warfare; therefore great prudence and discretion should be exercised in all your intercourse with 
the nation, and particularly in all measures which might have a bearing upon the rights and interests of 
the State and people of Georgia.” 

Again: on the 12th of August, the court will find I transmitted to General Dunlap the following 
instructions : “Captain Vernon, stationed at New Echota, informs me that John Ridge has complained to 
him that some white man is about to take forcible possession of his ferry on Coosa river, You will, 
without delay, inquire into the case, and if you should find the complaints to be just, you will, until 
further orders, protect Ridge in his rights and property. This order will apply to all cases of a similar 
character in the Cherokee country. Jn your proceedings you will be governed by your instructions of the 
4th instant.” Ridge’s ferry was in Alabama. 

By examination of the testimony of Captain Morrow, Colonel Byrd, Captain Shaw, and Major Lyon, 
the court will discover that I gave similar instructions to every officer ordered on command, and particu- 
larly to Captain Morrow, stationed near Gunter’s Landing, Alabama, and yet I have been charged by his 
excellency CU. C. Clay, now Senator Clay, (in violation of the laws of Alabama,) of assuming the power 
of adjudicating and determining the right of possession or ownership of land and improvements thereon, 
and of dispossessing one claimant and supplanting him with another by military force. Under one of 
these decisions a conflict took place in the county of Marshall, as the governor states, “which resulted in 
the death of two individuals certainly, besides the most serious injury to others, some of whom it is feared 
may yet die of their wounds.” 

The letter of his excellency is so far correct in this, that I did on the occasion alluded to, and at other 
times, dispossess white men of Indian improvements which they had unjustly taken, and “supplanted 
them,” not with another white man, as it might be inferred, but with an Indian claiming the benefits and 
protection of the late Cherokee treaty ; and for this I believe that I was fully warranted by the letter and 
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spirit of the treaty, and that justice demanded the exercise of such a power. On this point I shall have 
occasion to speak more fully hereafter. 

The facts of this case are simply these: The heirs of John Gunter, sen., deceased, through their ad- 
ministrator of the estate, Mr. Riddle, applied to me to restore them to the possession of a certain improve- 
ment which they claimed as Cherokees under the treaty of 1835, then in the possession of Nathaniel Steel. 
Having satisfied myself by a thorough investigation that it was an Indian improvement, and that it 
ri¢htfully belonged to the heirs of John Gunter, sen., deceased, and that Steel had no claim whatever to 
it, I considered it my imperative duty, having the treaty before me, which I could view in no other light 
than part of my instructions to transmit the instructions before the court of the 3d of June, marked G, 
to Captain Morrow. You have it in testimony before the court that these instructions were obeyed, and 
the administrator put in possession. 1 would, however, call the attention of the court to the concluding 
paragraph of those instructions, as clearly indicating my desire in nowise to interfere with that which 
properly belonged to the civil tribunals of the country. 

It will be remembered by the court that Mr. Riddle was an officer acting under the laws which I am 
charged with having outraged and trampled upon ; that he states in his testimony, most explicitly, that 
he applied to me for relief, because he believed he had no adequate remedy under the laws of Alabama. 
I also refer to the very clear testimony of Captain Morrow on this point. 1 wish it also to be understood 
that the government of the United States was distinctly informed, and approved of the course for which 
I have received the denunciations of the governor of Alabama. For this purpose I would refer the court 
to my letter of the 15th of August, 1836, to the honorable Lewis Cass, (marked 5,) enclosing instructions 
to General Dunlap, of the 4th and 12th of August, and the answer to that letter, dated the Ist of 
September, (marked 6 ;) also, to my letter of the 27th of August, (marked 7,) and the answer of the Acting 
Secretary of War, of the 13th of September, (marked 8,) to the letter of the President of the United 
States of the 7th of September, (marked 10,) the following extract of which is very explicit : “ Should 
you find any evil-disposed white man in the nation exciting the Indians not to comply with the treaty, you 
will forthwith order him or them out of the nation; and if they refuse to go, the facts being thoroughly 
established, you will take the steps necessary to put them out. Such characters must be considered in the 
light of intruders, prohibited by the treaty from living within the limits of the nation.” 

Again: In my instructions of the 12th of October, (marked 13,) it will be perceived I was authorized 
not only to have dispossessed Steel, but to have turned him ont of the country; for it is there laid down 
that, “Jf any of our citizens enter the Indian country, and incite opposition to the execution of the treaty, you 
will ascertain whether there is any law of the State which can be brought to bear upon them, and under which 
they can be removed, If they cannot be reached in this way, it ts the opinion of the President that they may be 
removed under the sirth article of the treaty, in which the United States quarantee that the Cherokees shall be 
protected against interruption and intrusion from citizens of the United States who may attempt to setile in the 
country without their consent.” 

Thus it will be seen, Mr President, that my course was not only approved, when I informed the War 
Department of my intention to protect the Cherokees in their property from the lawlessness of intruders, 
but the President of the United States, who is my superior officer, and whom Iam bound to obey, directed 
me, in the most positive manner, to tarn any white man out of the nation who should incite opposition 
to the treaty ; and the important principle is there recognized, that the United States, having guaranteed 
that the Cherokees shall be protected from all interruption and intrusion of the white man, has the 
authority to turn them out of the nation, unless they are there by the assent of the Cherokees themselves. 
Surely, if I had the power to turn them out of the nation as intruders, I had also that less obnoxious, but 
more useful power to dispossess them of an Indian house, when they had violently and unjustly obtruded 
themselves. 

Mr. President, before I close this brief defence, upon an intimation to that effect from one for whose 
opinion I have the greatest respect, I wili, as concisely as I can, bring to view the reflections which 
brought to my mind the convictions that the laws of Alabama, extending her jurisdiction over the Indians 
and their country, are contrary to treaties and the statutes of the Union, and therefore void. I approach 
the discussion of such a question as this with much embarrassment. It is properly and purely a judicial 
question, and I make no pretensions to legal attainments. Besides, I am well aware of the angry dis- 
cussions which it has elicited, and of the jealous sensitiveness of the States upon this point, which at one 
time threatened to overthrow the Union. Neither can I suppose, for a moment, that I shall be able to 
convince the court upon a question which has divided the most eminent statesmen of the day, and has 
undergone the rigid scrutiny of such minds as Marshall and Story, and Wirt and Sergeant, and many 
others, who have adorned the bench, the bar, and the Senate of our country, and whose names give lustre 
to the age. My object shall be to present to the court my own reflections, with a reference to such 
decisions, treaties, and statutes as the court may conveniently consult, should it be inclined to pursue 
the investigation, 

I shall pass by the discussion of the rights which discovery or conquest conferred upon the nations 
of Europe over the aborigines of this continent, barely remarking that all the powers of the British 
crown over the savage tribes inhabiting this country passed by the revolution to the United States of 
America, and not to the individual States. All subsequent rights have been acquired by treaty stipula- 
tion or conferred by the Constitution upon Congress, 

The Constitution of the United States declares that laws made in pursuance of it, and treaties made 
or to be made, are the supreme law of the land, anything in any State constitution or law to the contrary 
notwithstanding. 

The Indian tribes inhabiting this continent have been always recognized as independent communi- 
tics capable of making treaties and of sustaining the relations of peace and war. ‘“ The United States,” 
says Chancellor Kent, “have never dealt with these people within our national limits as extinguished 
sovercignties. They have constantly treated with them as independent nations, governed by their own 
usages, and possessing governments competent to make and maintain treaties. They have considered 
them as public enemies in war and allied friends in peace.”—(Godell vs. Jackson, 20 Johns’s Rep., 714.) 
The Supreme Court of the United States declared (6 Peters’s Rep., 554) that, “by the ninth article of 
the treaty of Hopewell a surrender of self-government was never intended by the Cherokees, and so to 
hold would be a perversion of the necessary meaning of the Indians.” In the same case the court used 
the following language: “Is it credible that they should have considered themselves as surrendering to 
the United States the right to dictate their future cessions, and the terms on which they should be made, 
or to compel their submission to the violence of licentious and disorderly intruders ?” 
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All the treaties with the Cherokees, from 1785 up to this time, recognize them as a nation capable of 
living under their own laws. ‘The principal provisions in those treaties have been thus summed up: 
“ Perpetual peace; grant of Jand by the nation; express designation of boundaries; to give up offenders 
taking refuge among them; that retaliation shall cease; the exclusion of the whites from the lands 
retained by the Indians; acknowledgment of the protection of the United States, and of no other sovereign 
whatever; that Congress shall have the sole and exclusive right of regulating trade with them, and 
managing ail their affairs as that body shall think proper, (treaty of 1785;) a solemn guarantee to the 
Cherokees of all their lands not ceded; that it shall be against the law for white men to settle on such 
lands, and such intruders to be pumshed as the Indians think proper.”—(Judge Peck’s opinion, 8 Yer. 
Rep.) “Inthe treaty of Hopewell the Cherokces are treated as a nation, and throughout that instru- 
ment their distinctive character as a separate political community is kept up and clearly acknowledged. 
The treaty of Holstein, 1791, recognizes them as a nation, and guarantees the Cherokees all their lands 
not thereby ceded. All subsequent treaties recognize and acknowledge the operative force of these 
treat ies.”— (Judge Green’s opinion, chapter &, report 344.3 

Is it necessary for language to be stronger? Where can you find rights more clearly defined or 
Lands are ceded, boundaries are expressly designated, a guarantee for 
those retained, and assurance of protection from the intrusion of the whites. Are these, then, treaties, 
and have they the operative force of such an instrument as known to the Constitution? It has never 
been doubted. They have been approved by the President, ratified by the Senate, published to the world 
as such, and recognized in the highest judicial tribunals as the supreme law of the land. 

Was the United States competent to enter into stipulations of this kind; and is it able to perform 
them? Or did this magnanimous government designedly bind itself to terms which it could not enforce 
with a handful of rude, unlettered savages, while it compelled performance on their part; and, when they 
demanded a fulfilment of the conditions, coldly to inform them we cannot comply, you must rely upon the 
justice of the States, and the tender mercies of the bordering white men ? 

. Was it ever contemplated by the Indians, when they received the solemn assurance of the United 
States of protection from all intrusion of the whites, that they were to become subject to a body of laws 
imposed on them by the States, the language of which they did not even understand, and so entirely dissimilar 
to all their habits and customs? In the language of the Supreme Court of the United States, “ it is 
incredible.” It would be a perversion of language to suppose so, and a fraud upon the Indians to give it 
that operation; or, did this government, in the formation of these treaties, condescend to “palter in a 
double sense to keep the word of promise to the ear, and break it to the hope 7” I trust that such punic 


more solemnly guaranteed 7? 


faith will never stain our national character. 

In Worcester vs. the State of Georgia, (6 Peters’s Rep. 561,) the Supreme Court of the United States 
held that “the Cherokees are a distinet community, occupying its own territory, with boundaries acen- 
rately described, in which the laws of North Carolina could have no force, and which the citizens of North 
Carolina had no right to enter, but with the assent of the Cherokees themselves.” This is, perhaps, the 
iis question which has been before the Supreme Court of the United States, the ouly 


last case involving tl 
The opinion was pronounced 


tribunal recognized in the Constitution for the decision of such questions. 
by that pure-hearted man and most eminent jurist, Chief Justice Marshall, whose expositions of the Con- 
stitution will be revered while that instrument itself endures. The time and the circumstances give to 
this decision unusual solemnity and importance. The court will remember that the Union was agitated 
from one extreme to the other, and threatened no less than an overthrow of the Constitution. At such a 
time how calm must have been the deliberations of Marshall, how carnest his convictions! 

The Constitution of the United States also prescribes that Congress shall have the power of regulating 
commerce with foreign nations, among the several States, and with the Indian tribes. 

Ti has been decided that personal intercourse was commerce in the sense of the Constitution. The 
laws of Alabama are, therefore, void, as being repugnant to the provisions of the act of Congress of March, 
1802, commonly called the intercourse act. And it would scem that the Congress of the United States was 
of the opinion that the act of 1802 was still in foree as late as the year 1834, at which time an act was 
passed regulating trade and intercourse with the Indian tribes west of the Mississippi, and in which the 
act of 1802 was declared not repealed as to the tribes cast.—(See the act of 1834, act of 1802.) 

Upon what argument, then, rests the right of the States to extend their laws over these people ? 
We are told that the Indian tribes are within the chartered limits of the States, and that the States are 
But are they not parties to the formation of 


sovereign within those limits, and cannot be restrained. 
Does their 


these treaties 7 Where were the senators of these States at the time of their ratification ? 
solemn protest stand upon the records of the Senate against this usurpation of the general government ? 
They were present, and themselves parties to the act. 

But the State of Alabama became a member of the Union with this tribe of Indians then in her 
borders, with most of these treaties existing in full force, pledging the protection of the United States, 
guarantecing to them the undisturbed possession of their country and the enjoyment of their usages and 
castoms, prohibiting the intrusion of the whites upon their soil, and laws enacted to carry out these pro- 
visions, and penalties prescribed for their infraction, By accepting membership with these conditions 
before her, she became a party to the acts, and cannot disavow them, 

Under the repeated and solemn guarantees of the United States to the Cherokees for the occupation 
of their lands not ceded, would the government have permitted the State of Alabama to have called upon 
the military force of her State and expelled these people from her borders by the use of the bayonet ? The 
question need not be answered. It cannot be doubted by any one familiar with the condition of the 
country that they can be as effectually expelled, though not quite so promptly, by means of legislation as 
by the point of the bayonet. They have not the privilege of au oath before the judicial tribunals, no voice 
in the legislative hall. Is it not equally a breach of faith to permit that to be accomplished by indirect 
means which would be prohibited if attempted directly and forcibly. 

The testimony on your records establishes the fact that, if all controversies of which they have assumed 
cognizance were submitted to the adjudication of the civil tribunals of that country, it would be impossible 
to execute tie Cherokee treaty justly and faithfully. There must be some other less interested power to 
interpose between them and the white people residing among them, who, from their superior cunning and 
knowledge of the laws, and the fact that the Indian is not allowed his oath, must of necessity be always 
successful in defrauding and oppressing them. 

With these views of my duty, Mr. President, with my instructions before me, holding in my hand the 
late Cherokee treaty, which solemnly guarantees to the Cherokees the possession of their property, and 
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the free use and occupation of the same until the time fixed for their removal to the west, what should have 
been my course? If I had acted otherwise than I did, I should have considered myself recreant to the 

sacred trust reposed in me. An Indian presents himse If before me, and in the language of nature details 
Mie complaint. He says: [ have been dispossessed by the white man of the house which I built, and the 
fields which I have cultivated for years; my property ‘has been taken from me, and my family turned out 
to the shelter of the forest; your government is pledged to protect me, you have the treaty before you, and 
you were sent to enforce it; J 1 ask justice at your hands. I say to him, go to the civil tribunals of the 
States, they will redress your wrongs. Wiat would be his answer, wh: it would be your answer, or that 
of any other man in the community? It would be the voice of nature, universal as the human family. He 
would say, you insult me with such protection; it is a miserable mockery. Is this your justice? This 
your faith, so often, so solemnly pledged to us? In the language of Scripture he might exe Jaim, I have 
asked you for bre: id, and you have given me a stone. 

My crime has been not in using the language here supposed, buc in listening to his complaints and 

redressing his wrongs. [have endeavored to do him justice without inquiry into the particular provision 

of this or that State law. I have not perplexed myself with the subtle arguments of politicians about the 
indivisibility of sovereignty, or such like cobwebs of the brain; but the path of justice being clear, I but 
obeyed the still small voice of conscience which frequently, in the advance of reasoning, overleaps those 
barriers with which subtle ‘ty aud ingenuity sometimes suc ‘cessfully opposes its progress. 

The course of justice and humanity are but the dictates of an enlarged and liberal policy. By sucha 
course the Indians were taught that some remains of Justice, some touches of fecling yet existed in the 
bosoms of white men for their unfortunate and peculiar situation. I trust that it softened in some degree 
the asperities of their feelings, and caused them to look with some confidence to the future. Suppose a 
different course had been pursued—that every species of oppression and cruelty was practiced towards 
them, and they could tind noredress. Might they not justly say: We can but die, let us first be revenged? 
Do we seek in vain in the pages of history for such resolutions prompted by despair ? 

But, Mr. President, Tam happy that no charges which should dishonor me as a man, or disgrace me 
as an officer, have appeared against me. That I may have committed errors of judgment I cannot doubt, 
but the case before the court Tcanuot think is one; and although the consequences of this case were tragical 
indeed, surely Tam not responsible for the violence of human passions which caused such a result. Noone 
ran regret it more than [ do. 

Mr. President, I return the court my thanks for their courtesy and unwearied attention during the 
investigation. 

JOUN EF. WOOL, Brigadier General United States Army. 
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ANNUAL REPORT OF THE SECRETARY OF WAR, SUOWING THE CONDITION OF THAT 
DEPARTMENT IN 1837. 


COMMUNICATED TO CONGRESS WITH THE PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE DECEMBER , 1837. 


DepartMENtT oF War, December 2, 1837. 


Sir: In compliance with your instructions, and in conformity with established usage to present 
annually to you, for the information of Congress, a statement of the transactions of this department, 
together with such suggestions in relation to the various subjects under its administration as the public 
interests may seem to require, I have the honor to submit the following report. 

It will be seen, by the statement of the commanding general, that the principal part of the regular 
forces has been drawn from the posts on the frontiers and concentrated in Florida; and his account of the 
military transactions in that Territory will exhibit the progress of the war to the close of the last, and the 
events attending the commencement of the present campaign. The proposals made by the Indians to 
submit to the terms of the treaty, and the negotiations entered into with them to this effect, caused the 
cessation of hostilities at a period when they might have been carried on to advantage. 

This measure on the part of the gener: aul commanding the army of the south, although productive of 
delay and increased expense, was dic tated by humanity and a laudable desire to avoid, if practicable, the 
necessity of further enforcing, by arms, the execution of the treaty, and was approved by the department. 
Nor can any just blame be attached to the conduct of that officer for keeping his faith with the Indians, 
and rather suffering himself to be deceived by them than to violate his engagements, by securing the 
chiefs who had entered his camn and placed themselves in his power, under ‘the pledge of receiving his 
protection. 

The enemy proved faithless, and the season for active operations passed away without any important 
results. Great expense was incurred in preparations for the removal of the Indians, which their treachery 
rendered abortive. But the honor of the government, which is beyond all price, was preserved; and it is 

satisfactory to know that the renewal of hostilities has only taken place after every effurt had been tried, 
in vain, to persuade these deluded people to submit peac eably to the execution of the law. It is unneces- 
sary toreeapitulate the circumstances which led to this war, the vare already well understood; but it may 
be important to state the causes which have enabled an enemy, so inferior in number and resources, to 
bafile the efforts of the government to subdue them, and which have rendered the contest not only Su 
disastrously protracted, but so very expensive. The theatre of war, remarkable for its natural difficulties, 
yas entirely unknown to the commanding officers of our army. They were compelled to move their forces 
with the utmost caution, in the face of a bold, active, and wily foe, thoroughly acquainted with the passes 
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of the rivers and morasses which intersect the conntry, and who hovered about their flanks, concentrating 
their numbers upon a point of attack with unexampled rapidity, and flying from the open ground with a 
swiftness that baffled the pursuit of the white man, The difficulties of transportation, on which the 
success of all military operations must depend, always great, and in such a country involving unusual 
labor, expense, and delay, were in some cases insurmountable. In several instances, when within reach 
of the enemy, our troops were compelled to fall back upon their magazines or baggage trains for sup- 
plies, and thus lose the opportunity of striking an effective blow, because the subsistence stores could not 
be brought up for their use. Whenever it was possible, supplies were transported by water to points near 
the theatre of operations; but having to ascend rivers, steamboats were necessarily employed at an enor- 
mous cost to government. From these points the transportation became still more expensive as well as 
difficult and dangerous. Numerous and well-appointed escorts had to be furnished; wagons to be dragged 
over pathless tracts of spongy pine barren, through almost impassable swamps and across marshy rivers; 
temporary magazines to be built; and posts to be established in the wilderness, to which further supplies 
of provisions and forage were to be brought; for the country is entirely destitute of both, and the baggage 
train can transport its own forage for a few days’ consumption only. When it is considered that these 
difficulties had to be encountered and surmounted by raw, undisciplined troops, in the face of an active 
enemy, that destroys unseen, delivering a deadly fire at an unexpected moment, and disappearing in 
morasses impenetrable to the eye of the white man, the zeal and persevering courage of our officers and 
men are worthy of all praise. It is under such circumstances that our Indian allies have proved so useful. 
Their peculiar sagacity in detecting the stratagems of their race, and their untiring vigilance and activity 
in the field, are the best protection against the ambuscades, night assaults, and surprises which constitute 
the warfare of these tribes, and are so harassing and destructive to our troops. To the strong arms and 
brave hearts of our own men we may safely rely for victory in action; but we must depend upon the 
Indian to detect the lurking place of the Indian; to trace him in his devious path and rapid flight; to guard 
against his wily approach, and to discover his deadly presence at every difficult pass. For these reasons 
the friendly Creeks were employed in the army of the south during the last campaign; but as it had been 
found necessary to retain their families at great expense, until they could all be transported together to 
the west, they were discharged, and are on their way to their new homes. Before their departure measures 
were taken to supply their places by engaging Indians of other tribes. Inextending the necessary orders 
a clerical error was made, by which the Indians were offered higher pay than the law allows to volunteers. 
The error was corrected as soon as discovered; but as about two hundred men have been brought to 
Florida under the first instructions, I beg leave to suggest that an appropriation be asked of Congress to 
enable the department to preserve its faith with these Indians; which I venture to hope will not be refused, 

Another cause of unusual expense is tou be found in the character of the troops employed. At first 
they were drafted men, or volunteers engaged for so short a period of service as to render. their 
employment not only expensive but inefficient; and when they were engaged for a longer time, the 
inexperience of their staff officers occasioned great and unnecessary expenditures, while the description 
of force, chiefly mounted men, augmented very much the cost of the campaign, The remuneration this 
irregular cavalry received from government merely for the use of thetr horses amounted in six months to 
asum nearly if not quite equal to their real value. The government has had, besides, to pay a large 
amount for horses that perished for want of forage, which the state of the country rendered it imprac- 
ticable to transport in sufficient quantities for the supply of so large a body of cavalry. The irregular 
force thus employed in Florida during the campaign of 1836 amounted to about ten thousand men, 
one-half of which were cavalry, at an expense greatly exceeding that of regular troops, and by no means 
so efficient as one-half the number of that description of force. 

Notwithstanding the experience gained during the last two campaigns showed the great cost of 
employing volunteers, the department had no alternative but to engage them again, which the patriotic 
offers of the citizens from every part of the country enabled it to do. The nature of the climate of Florida 
requires that the active operations of the campaign should be concentrated into a short period of time, 
and this can ouly be effected by bringing into the field a much greater number of troops than would 
otherwise be necessary. The regular force, although collected from every point, was deemed inadequate, 
and resort has been had to militia, in order to make up, with the regulars, four columns, having each the 
component parts of an army sufficient to encounter the whole force of the enemy, and destined to move 
into the interior of the peninsula from distinct points of the coast. Added to these means of offensive 
operations, the squadron on that station may confidently be relied upon to scour the coast and intercept 
all communication from without, and in every way practicable to contribute, by its co-operation, to the 
success of the land forces. 

Throughout the whole conduct of this war the West India squadron has co-operated with the army 
in the most active and efficient manner, not only by promptly furnishing every aid which the appropriate 
duties of that branch of the service required, but by the officers taking upon themselves the defence of 
posts on shore, and lending the aid of their professional skill in every situation in which it could be 
usefully applied, with that persevering courage, zeal, and ability which have at all times distinguished 
our gallant navy. The revenue cutters placed under the command of the commodore of that squadron 
have likewise rendered the most efficient service under the direction of that excellent officer. Part of the 
marine corps, which volunteered its services in Florida, and distinguished itself during the last campaign, 
still remains there, and it is hoped that they may be permitted to continue their valuable services to the 
army of the south until the close of the war. 

The events of this war, and the heavy expenses attending it, have shown the propriety and even 
necessity of increasing and organizing the staff and of augmenting the army of the United States. In 
the Jast annual report from this department this measure is strongly recommended, and the reasons for its 
adoption ably urged. I do not think, however, that the manner of auginenting the forces proposed by the 
bill, which received the favorable action of one branch of the legislature, ought to be carried into effect. 
The organization of the army, when it was reduced to the peace establishment, ought not to be abandoned. 
It is fitted to render the greatest service in time of peace, and to afford a basis for the augmentation of 
the effective forces of the country to a much greater extent in time of war, This arrangement should 
not, therefore, be disturbed, but the same system carried out in making new levies. I would recommend 
the addition of three regiments of infantry, and one company to each regiment of artillery, and that the 
companies, both of artillery and infantry, should be increased to sixty-four rank and file, with authority 
vested in the President to augment their number, not to exceed one hundred men, whenever the exigencies 
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of the country may require it. This would secure all the advantages of the present peace establishment, 
and enable the Executive on any sudden emergency to place the army on a respectable footing of defence. 

Sound policy and an enlightened economy equally require that every department of the staff of the 
army should be augmented. A properly organized staff would have rendered the conduct of the war in 
which we have lately been engaged both more effective and more economical. As the army is now 
constituted, officers are drawn off for staff duties, to the great injury of the service of the line; and these 
duties are by no means so well performed as they would be by officers properly instructed and entirely 
devoted to them ~The present organization does not give to regiments or companies any supernumerary 
officers. They are no more than the performance of the various duties of their military command actually 
requires, and to reduce the number must weaken the army, render it irregular and inefficient in its 
operations, and greatly impair its discipline. Such, however, is*the present defective state of every branch 
of the staff, that all are supplied from subalterns of the line. The departments of the quartermaster 
general, the commissary general, the engineers, the ordnance, the paymaster general, and the topographical 
corps, are all compelled to make drafts from the line of the army for the performance of their 
indispensable duties; and the returns of the Adjutant General’s office of the regiments in the field during 
the last campaigns in Alabama and Florida exhibit a lamentable deficiency of officers to fulfil the duties 
properly belonging to them. 

The buartermaster’s department requires not only some enlargement, but the addition of higher grades, 
to render it adequate to the duties required of it. The functions of this branch of the staff, comprising, 
as they do, the quartering, supplying, and moving the army, with all its stores, and the execution of 
rarious Objects of national improvement, are important at all times, but they become peculiarly so in 
seasons of active operations, like the present, when large bodies of irregular troops are necessarily called 
into service to aid our limited regular force. 

The deficiency in the number of officers provided for this service has been sensibly felt from the 
commencement of our late border disturbances, and especially during the past season; and with respect 
to higher grades than those now authorized, experience has clearly shown the necessity of sume clothed 
with the adequate ranks to enable them to take the charge of remote districts, and supervise the expendi- 
ture, and direct and control the complicated operations of the department in the field. It is certain that 
there can be no effective military operations without a high degree of efficiency in that branch of the staff 
which is to move and supply the army. 1 would therefore recommend the addition of some officers of rank, 
with a limited number of that subordinate but useful class of agents—forage, wagon, and barrack 
masters. 

The department of the adjutant general is entirely inadequate to perform its appropriate duties even 
to our small army; and I respectfully recommend that it be enlarged, so as to supply assistant adjutant 
generals to each division and department of the army. 

Since the establishment of the commissariat of subsistence, great regularity and economy have been 
introduced in furnishing the supplies of the army; but in order to render it more complete, and to enable 
it to perform all the duties assigned to it in the most economical and efficient manner, I recommend an 
addition to the present establishment of at least four officers. 

I would recommend an immediate increase of the corps of topographical engineers. The extensive 
range of duties which have of late years devolved upon this corps renders its increase a matter of neces- 
sity as well as of economy. It is physically impracticable, as the corps is now constituted, to obey the 
injunctions of Congress. Important surveys are neglected; works of improvement are slowly and 
imperfectly carried on, and the expectations of the country disappointed. 

sv a reference to the statements of the officer at the head of that branch of the service it will be seen 
that the entire corps consists but of ten officers; and to these it has been found necessary to add during 
the present year about thirty individuals, employed as civil engineers, at compensations greater than are 
allowed to military engineers; thus making the entire cost of this branch of service much greater than it 
would be in the forma of a properly organized corps. In addition to this consideration, discipline and 
a proper subordination cannot be introduced in a mixed service where the smaller part only is subject to 
the rules and articles of war, the greater being entirely exempt, and without those positive distinctions 
of authority and of rank upon which discipline so eminently depends. 

The duties of this corps require the combined knowledge of the military and civil engineers. Their 
military duties consist in surveys for the defence of the frontier, inland and Atlantic, and of positions for 
fortifications; in reconnoissances of the country through which an army has to pass, or in which it has to 
operate, the examination of all routes of communication by land or water, both for supplies and for military 
movements; the construction of military bridges; the position and erection of field-works; the defences of 
encampments, fords, ferries, and bridges. For these purposes topographical engineers should always 
accompany armies in the field; and without their aid the organization of a staff is defective and incomplete. 
Their civil employment consists in the survey of the coast, rivers, harbors, bays, and watercourses, in order 
to their being improved for commercial and other purposes, and in superintending the various works for 
these improvements; in surveys of roads and canals under the law of April 30, 1824; and in conducting 
all civil constructions connected with the commerce of the country, and such international communications 
as Congress may direct. This brief recapitulation of the various military and civil duties of the corps 
clearly points out the necessity of its complete organization, and indicates the propriety of attaching it to 
the general staff of the army. The direction of all the works, both civil and military herein described, 
properly belongs to this branch of the service. A simple enumeration of the functions of the quartermaster 
general will show that the duties of his office cannot be performed without the assistance of the officers 
of the topographical corps. They are to insure an efficient system of supply, and to give facility and 
effect to the movements and operations of the army, which cannot be accomplished without a thorough 
knowledge of the topography of the country. It is his duty, likewise, to select sites for encampments, 
and to assign to the different corps the grounds they are to occupy; a duty which requires the aid of 
topographical engineers, as does the superintendence of the works at the several posts, the construction 
of military roads, the acquisition of such knowledge as the department is expected to possess with regard 
to the military resources of the country, the means and facilities of transportation, the state of the frontiers, 
with the most cligible points for concentrating troops and collecting supplies, whether in relation to 
offensive or defensive operations. This information cannot be obtained without the active co-operation 
of the topographical corps. 

I cannot dismiss this subject without adverting to the opinion of my predecessor in relation to the 
employment of the topographical engineers of the army by States and incorporated companies, in which I 
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fully conenr. At a period when it became a practice of the government to permit these officers to aid in 
the construction of the public works in the several States, the description of talent and knowledge which 
they possessed was uncommon in our country, and works of great public utility would have been suspended 
or abandone! altogether if this permission had been withheld. A different state of things now exists. 
The demand for civil engineers has created them; and not only is it no longer necessary to aid States and 
companies by lending them officers of the army, but, in doing so, an act of injustice is committed towards 
the civil engineers of the country. There can be no doubt that the practice impairs, very sensibly, the 
efficiency of the corps as a branch of the army, and deprives the government of their services for military 
surveys and the erection and superintendence of works of national utility. The commander of the army 
of the south says, emphatically, in a late communication to the adjutant general: ‘ Had the topographical 
engineers becn employed in their appropriate duties in Florida only one year of the sixteen since we 
obtained possession of the country, from two to three millions of dollars might have been saved in the 
expenditures of the war.” The ignorance of the topography of the country here complained of exists with 
regard to other important regions of our country, which will, probably, sooner or later, become the theatres 
of war; and I earnestly hope the department will have it in its power to remedy this defect by confining: 

the country, for the 


the members of the corps to their appropriate duties, of examining and surveying 
erection of national 


purposes of national improvements and national defence, and superintending the 
works. 
Having stated the increase which appears to me indispensably necessary to render the several parts 
of the general staff of the army effective, it becomes my duty to submit to your consideration the defects 
of the present system, and to suggest a better organization of this most useful and important branch of 
the service. On examining the functions of each of the separate divisions, it will be seen that in the 
moving and subsisting the army, providing for clothing and supplies, including transportation, barracks, 
camp equipage, and all things necessary for the health, comfort, and efficiency of the troops, the duties of 
every branch of the general staff are so connected and dependent upon each other that the best-planned 
measures may be defeated by the failure or neglect of any one of them. Notwithstanding which, they 
are distinct bodies, entirely independent of each other, differently organized, governed by different regu- 
lations, and, although purely military in their functions, depending only upon the civil authority at the 
head of the Department of War. Such an arrangement is complex and incompatible with the uniformity 
and subordination which ought to distingnish the organization of every branch of the military service. I 
recommend, therefore, that there be created a staff corps, to consist of one brigadier general, (chief of the 
staff) six colonels, six lieutenant colonels, eight majors, twenty captains, and twenty first lieutenants, 
who shall exercise all the functions and perform all the duties at present exercised and performed by the 
quartermaster general, adjutant general, inspectors general, commissary general of subsistence, and their 
assistants; and also by the topographical engineers and assistant topographical engineers; and that the 
commissariat of purchases and the medical staff of the army be attached to the said staff corps; thus 
uniting under one head a homogeneous body, sufficiently numerous to insure promotion within itself, 
create an esprit du corps, excite emulation, and keep alive hope. This organization, at the same time that 
it secures uniformity and efficiency to the operations of the staff, is entirely compatible with its present 
division into separate bureaus, and will not disturb the existing relations of the present officers of the 
corps with the branch to which they are now attached, 

This increase of the rank and file and staff of the army here recommended, by which its efficiency 
would be greatly augmented, and its administration rendered much more economical, has become neces- 
sary, independently of the causes assigned, from our greatly-extended frontier, from the namber and 
description of our maritime fortresses, and from the large body of Indians which the humane and enlight- 
ened policy pursued by the government towards that people has concentrated upon our western borders, 
When in 1821 the army was reduced to 6,127 men, the extent of our frontier did not exceed 6,373 miles; 
along the inland portion of which the Indian tribes were sparsely scattered, a large proportion of their 
numbers being within the States, and rendered harmless by the surrounding white population; and the 
maritime frontier was occupied by a few inconsiderable forts. Since that period, its extent has been 
increased, by the acquisition of Florida and other causes, to 8,500 miles; most of our principal harbors 
and bays have been fortified by extensive works, and the Indians concentrated upon the western line so 
as to present a front of not less than 45,000 warriors, The protection due by the government to the inhab- 
itants of this extensive and exposed portion of our country would require a much larger force than is here 
proposed, if their safety were made to depend entirely upon the regular army; and I would respectfully 
recommend the construction of a chain of permanent fortresses along that line, and a competent organiza- 
tion of the militia of the frontier States, as important and necessary auxiliaries for this purpose. If any 
danger is to be apprehended from an army of 15,000 men, scattered along a frontier of more than 8,000 
niles, and commanded by officers educated to reverence the laws and cherish the freedom of their country, 
it is effectually to be guarded against by a proper organization of the militia. Their aggregate force, now, 
is litttle short of a million anda half of men; and whatever may be their efficiency against a foreign 
enemy, they may always be relied upon when the liberties of the country are assailed. 

That the necessity of this measure may be fully understood, I have annexed statements, furnished by 
the chief engineer, exhibiting the number and names of the different fortifications completed and under 
construction, and the full armament and amount of force which each requires to arm and garrison it; of 
the works projected by the board of engineers, but which are not yet commenced; and for the prominent 
points along the sea frontier which require protection, and for which no plans or projets have yet been 
made; and a list of the posts on the inland frontier of the United States, with a notice of the garrisons 
deemed necessary for them in time of peace, and to preserve peace, furnished by tie acting quartermaster 
general. 

The measures of defence for the border settlements, which the policy of the government towards the 
Indians has rendered it their imperative duty to adopt, have engaged the anxious consideration of this 
department, and the matter will be fully treated in answer to a call of Congress for information on that 
subiect. 

The report of the chief engineer, which is herewith submitted, contains a summary of the numerous 
and important works under the superintendence of this branch of the service. It is manifest, from a 
review of this document, that some further increase of this corps is rendered necessary from the great 
accumulation of the public works confided to its charge. But the high order of talent, united to great 
acquirements, which have hitherto distinguished this corps, and which are required in the discharge of 
duties involving not only large expenditures, but in many cases the safety and honor of the country, 
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demand that this should be done with the utmost caution. The youth who exhibit the greatest aptitude 
for such studies, and who, in their progress through the Military Academy, distinguish themselves above 
their fellows, and are deemed worthy to enter the corps by those who are appointed by government to 
decide the relative merit of the candidates, ought alone to be added to it; nor should they be placed in 
charge of any work until they have been at least two years assistants to some older and more experienccd 
officer. It is due to this corps to say that their pay and emoluments are insufficient for their support. 
Performing duties that require the exercise of talents and attainments which, in civil life, command the 
highest rate of remuneration, and in a manner honorable to themselves and useful to the country, they 
receive a less amount of pay than any other branch of the service. I beg leave, therefore, respectfully to 
recommend that the officers of this corps be placed on the same footing as those of the cavalry of the 
United States. A proper regard to the interests of this branch of the public service induces me to recom- 
mend the appointment of an inspector of fortifications, with the rank of colonel, whose duty it shall be, 
under the orders of the chief engineer, to make regular and systematic inspections of all the fortifications 
and public works under the superintendence of that officer. 

The very important work of deepening the channel at the mouth of the Mississippi has not yet been 
commenced, Three plans were submitted by Captain Chase, of the engineers, who was intrusted with 
the necessary examinations: first, by deepening one or more passes by dredging; secondly, by closing 
all but one pass where they leave the trunk of the river; and thirdly, by cutting a ship channel from the 
river. ‘The Engineer department suggested the propriety of adopting the first plan as the least costly 
and the soonest executed; and preparations were made, and all things in readiness to commence the work 
by the middle of December. In consequence, however, of representations received by the department from 
the New Orleans Chamber of Commerce, the whole matter was submitted to a board of engineers con- 
sisting of Colonel Totten, Colonel Thayer, and Captain Chase, who have required further preliminary sur- 
veys, in order to enable them to form a correct opinion as to the character of the works most likely to be 
successful in improving the navigation of the mouths of this river; a request which, considering the very 
important nature of the works, and their bearing upon the commerce of the whole valley of the Mississippi 
and its tributaries, has been acceded to by the department. 

The operations on the great raft in the Red river closed on the 25th of May for want of funds, with 
the exception of one boat, which worked until the end of June. 

During the scason twelve miles and a half of this dense mass of wood, comprising the remaining 
portion of what is styled the old raft, have been removed. The part now remaining, being four hundred 
and forty yards in length, was formed by the freshet of 1836, and is by no means so dense or difficult to 
remove; and the timber of this portion of it will be employed to stop up the only bayou which now remains 
to be closed. It is estimated that the cost of completing the operation, which will effectually open the 
navigation of this river throughout its whole course, will amount to fifty thousand dollars. If the appro- 
priation be made early in the next session, the work may be completed, or nearly so, by May next; other- 
wise, it must lie over until the autumn of 1838, to the serious injury of the increasing population of the 
valley of the river, and to the great detriment of the work itself, from the constant aecumnuiation of drift 
timber which must necessarily take place until there js a free current in the river. If the work be delayed, 
the superintendent estimates that the increased expense from this cause aloae will amount to twenty 
thousand dollars. 

The act of the 2d of July, 1836, which appropriates $100,000 for surveying and opening a military 

road along the western frontier, imposes on the President the duty of selecting situations near it for the 
mnilitary posts which, in his opinion, may be most proper for the protection of the frontier, and for the 
preservation of the necessary communications. On taking up this subjeet for consideration, it appeared 
manifest that the conditions of defence, which it is supposed Congress bad in view in making this appro- 
priation, could not be fulfilled if the road were surveyed and opened before the sites for the permanent 
military stations were determined upon; as, without a knowledge of their ultimate position, the road 
might not approach them sufficiently near to afford “the necessary communications” contemplated by 
the act. 
The selection of these sites has to be made without regard to lateral communications, but with a view 
to the tribes in front, and to the facility of approach from the rear, I am also of opinion that the con- 
templated communication, in reference to the security of the fortresses and the protection of the borders, 
ought to be perpendicular to the line of defence, and not lateral. 

Parties are now making the required examinations, and, as soon as they are completed, and the sites 
for permanent posts determined upon, the survey and works for opening the road designated by Congress 
will be commenced; unless, upon a review of the subject, they may think proper to adopt the plan of 
defence for the western frontier, which, as has been before observed, will be presented to them in accord- 
ance With a resolution of the Senate to that effect. 

The state of Charlesten harbor demanded and received the carly attention of the department. It 
was represented that Sullivan’s island was being washed away, and the channels, which form the entrance 
of the harbor, filling up with the sand from its beach. By direction of the Engineer department a minute 
examination of the situation of the island was made in June last by Lientenant Mansfield, who submitted 
a plan for its protection against the encroachments of the sea that was approved by this department. 

It is stated in the report of the engineer that the island and southwestern peninsula will be entirely 
carried away by the action of the currents and storms, aniess timely measures be adopted to arrest the 
progress of destruction; that this island shelters the port of Charleston from the fury of the northeastern 
storms; and that its destruction would expose the harbor to the violent gales of the autumnal equinox 
by leaving it open from northeast to southeast, besides the probability of lessening the depth of water on 
the bars. 

Independently of the necessity of the proposed works for the preservation of the port, they are 
essential for its defence. The island forms the site of Fort Moultrie, which checked the approach of the 
sritish squadron during the revolutionary war, and now constitutes, in conjunction with Fort Sumter, the 
only defence of this important harbor. These considerations induce me te recommend that an appropria- 
tion be asked of Congress to commence these works without delay. 

It is my duty to call your attention to the present state of the works for the protection of the waters 
of the Chesapeake. Fort Monroe will require further repairs and new works to render it even defensible. 
One front of the fort is peculiarly liable to attack, for it is more exposed to a coup de main than any other, 
and is at the same time the only front liable to siege, and the only one exposed to land batteries within 
reasonable distance. The works intended to protect this front were commenced, and a large body of 
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arth collected to complete them, and so arranged as in some measure to shelter the vital parts until the 
whole should be completed. From some misunderstanding, without the knowledge or participation of the 
Engineer department, this mound was levelled. Earth has also been placed upon the parapet wall. These 
operations have proved injurious to the works, and immediate measures must be taken to repair the evils 
they have produced — In loading the parapet it was found the masonry was not sufliciently dry and con- 
solidated to bear the pressure of the great superincumbent weight; and although, from their original 
strength and solidity, the walls have not yet sustained any material injury, still it is of a nature to call 
for prompt repairs. I recommend, therefore, that proper measures to protect this fort from a coup demain, 
to which it is now so evidently exposed as to invite attack, be adopted without delay, together with the 
necessary repairs to strengthen the existing works. 

From an examination of the state of the works at the Rip Raps, it appears that the subsidence of the 
artificial foundation of stone, on which it is intended to crect Fort Calhoun, has not yet entirely ceased; 
and orders have been given to replace the mass of materials colleeted for the completion of the fort upon 
the arches in such a manner as to render the subsidence uniform; and when this is done, it will be 
prudent to leave it there for some time longer before recommencing the works. 

The great difficulty which has been experienced in fixing upon a suitable site for the new fort 
ordered to be constructed on or near the Arkansas frontier, and in determining its precise position, has 
occasioned unusual and unexpected delay in the commencement of the work. ‘The commissioners 
appointed to make the selection by my predecessor being military men, fixed upon a site with a single 
eye to its military properties; whereas it is believed to have been the intention of Congress to erect a 
fortress which should serve as a refuge for the border settlers, who are exposed from their situation to 
the hostile incursions of the Indians, and it became necessary to direct a subsequent examination in 
A board of competent oflicers was, accordingly, appointed, and proceeded in 


order to meet that object. 
Their report may be looked for daily, and the work will be commenced as 


the execution of this duty. 
soon as the siiuation is fixed upon by the department. 

From a variety of causes not necessary to recapitulate here, but chiefly from a disputed title, which 
has been only recently decided by the courts, the land on which Fort Delaware is situated has not yet 
been acquired by the government. The Pea Patch island might have been purchased when the fort was 
projected for comparatively a small sum, and, since the commencement of its construction, was offered to 
the United States for a slightly advanced price. Sincet he decision in their favor, $100,000, with interest 
from that date, are asked for it by the proprietors; and it remains to be decided whether this large sum 
shall be paid for the land, or the works be abandoned. 

The importance cf having a fort upon this island, in order to protect the harbor of Philadelphia, has 
been recognized by every board of military engineers that have examined the subject. It is the lowest 
point at which, in connexion with works upon the main land, Philadelphia is defensible; and, while it 
covers that harbor, Chester, and Newcastle, prevents an enemy from finding shelter in Delaware bay, 
secures the debouché, of an important link in the great inland chain of water communication— the 
Delaware and Chesapeake canal—and covers the extensive powder manufactories near Wilmington. — For 
these reasons it is important that the United States should possess it; but whether it is to be acquired at 
the price now asked for it, or after an equitable appraisement of its real value, is a subject to be decided 
In the meantime the works in progress there will render its abandonment 


by the wisdom of Congress. 
An early decision is 


more Costly hereafter, and may enhance still further the value of the island. 
therefore highly desirable. 

The ordnance corps, organized in 1832, requires some enlargement, in order to render it efficient. 
At present there is not an officer to superintend each arsenal, and it appears to me that the public 
interest will be promoted by the addition of two majors and ten first lientenants. But, above all, this 
branch of the service demands the creation, by law, of a mixed board of artillery and ordnance, to be 
composed of officers of rank and experience, to digest a general system of ordnance and small arms for 
the use of the United States. Similar boards have been formed from time to time by regulations of the 
War Department; but experience proves the necessity of some legal enactment to insure the due 
performance of this important duty; for up to this time there exists no general system such as I propose, 
and such as is absolutely necessary to place this branch of the service on a level with that of other 
countries, and preserve it there 

Doubts having been entertained by my predecessor in office of the power of the department to enter 
into contracts for supplies of cannon and arms without previous advertisement, it las become the 
practice of the Ordnance office to make informal arrangements with the proprietors of founderies and 
manufactories of arms to receive a certain amount of cannon and muskets on inspection, at a settled 
price—an engagement equally binding as a written contract on the part of the department, but uncertain 
in its obligation upon the manufacturer. The former method of contracting for limited periods is, in 
every respect, preferable. These establishments require expensive preparations, and, having no other 
market than that afforded by the demand of government, ought to have some assurance of the articles 
they may manufacture being taken off their hands. A contract for a limited period gives this assurance, 
enabling them to secure the most competent workmen, and encouraging them to render their machinery 
as perfect as possible. A recent opinion of the Attorney General declares this method to be legal, and it 
will be followed in future, unless prohibited by legislative enactment. The existence of our own armories 
enables the government to establish a standard of comparison to which the private manufacturers are 
and secures the acquisition of good arms at equitable prices. With the same view 
the establishment of a national foundery has been frequently urged, and I beg leave, respectfully, to 
repeat the recommendation. It is not intended that this establishment should at once furnish the 
amount of cannon and projectiles required, but it would enable the Ordnance department to make the 
necessary trials and experiments so as to determine the proper mixture of metals to combine the greatest 
strength with the greatest lightness, and produce the most perfect models. This would secure, at all 
times, a sufficient supply of the best arms at fair prices. Intending to submit a plan by which the 
casting of cannon and projectiles, and the manufacture of gunpowder, shall be placed under the super- 
vision of a joint board of the united service of army and navy, the proposed establishment will, if 
adopted, be made useful to both branches of the service. 

The erection of a manufactory of small arms west of the Alleghany mountains cannot be too strongly 
recommended, The transportation of the armament required by the western portion of our Union is very 
expensive, and ought to be avoided. It appears to me that the establishinent best suited for that country 
is one for finishing, polishing, and putting together the several parts of the muskets to be made by indi- 
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vidual artisans, after models furnished them by the superintendent, and received on inspection. In this 
manner the works can be curtailed or extended to any amount that may be required, without inconve- 
nience, and this description of manufacture become familiar to a large class of mechanics. The buildings 
and fixtures suitable for this purpose would be much less expensive than those of the present national 
armories, and, unlike them, the number of arms fabricated might be increased tenfold without requiring 
any addition to the original establishment. This armory might embrace the manufacture and inspection 
of rifles for the supply of the friendly Indians, of which numbers are now purchased annually, 

Disputes have arisen with persons who withhold the rent lead due by them to the United States, 
under the terms of a license to smelt lead ore on lands belonging to government; and, on full considera- 
tion of this subject, I think it my duty to state that, in my opinion, the reservations of the lands in the 
lead region, and the plan now pursued of collecting rent on their produce for the use of government, 
whatever may have been its former advantages, is now prejudicial to that portion of the country where 
they are situated, and injurious to the interests it was intended to foster. Individuals will not engage in 
exte nsive, systematic, and costly works, such as are required in mining operations, without some better 
security than a mere license for smelting ore. Nothing more is done, therefore, than to scarify the surface 
of the earth; and the mine is given up at atime when it yields most ore, because its further extraction 
would require an outlay not justified by the tenure of the land. The miner then removes to another spot, 
where the same process is followed, and the whole region is dotted over with these imperfect and aban- 
doned works; whereas, if these lands were brought into market to be sold at moderate prices, in small 
tracts, to those who will actually settle there and work the mines, they might be purchased by enterprising 
aud industrious individuals, who would erect permanent works, develop fully the mineral resources of 
that region, and render iron and lead so abundant and cheap that government would be benefited by the 
reduction in the price there of articles of which it is so large a consumer, as well as by the general 
improvement of that portion of the country. For these reasons, it appears expedient that authority be 
asked of Congress to dispose of these lands, and also of all ore banks and lands containing minerals of 
any description whatsoever under the control of the War Department. 

The ¢ accomp: mying report of the Commissioner of Indian Affairs contains a full and lucid statement 
of the various and important matters under the control of that office. The complicated and arduous 
duties of that branch of the War Department have been performed in a manner highly creditable to the 
officers charged with their execution; but there are some important subjects connected with these duties 
which require the early attention of Congress. The Commissioner represents “that the present system 
of disbursing through the agency of military officers has proved inconvenient, in consequence of their 
frequent transfer to other duties;” and it is, in my opinion, liable to still stronger objections, as it imposes 
upon these officers duties foreign to their profession, and of great responsibility; abstracts them from 
their regiments, and not unfrequently unfits them to return to them. I would recommend that this method 
of disbursing these funds be abandoned, and a sufficient number of civil agents be appointed, so that 
disbursements may be made by persons giving bond for the faithful discharge of their duties. 1] concur 
with the Commissioner in the propriety of providing by law for the more liberal compensation of agents 
and interpreters. On their faithful execution of the trusts reposed in them depends the success of all our 
efforts to civilize the tribes and maintain the peace of the frontiers; and the price now paid for sach 
important services is not equivalent to that received by the same class of persons in the employment of 
trading companies, whose interests are not, Jam sorry to say, identical with those of the government, 
and whose conduct too frequently counteracts the humane policy of the United States towards the Indians. 

In accordance with the opinion of the Commissioner, I would recommend the passage of a law by 
which all sums accruing on moneys invested for the use of the several Indian tribes be deposited in the 
treasury, to be drawn out upon the requisitions of this department in the usual form; and further, that 
the whole business connected with the investment of the funds for the interest of the Indians, and the 
management thereof, be transferred from this department to that of the treasury, to which it properly 
belongs. 

Inte lligence was received at this department, early in the spring, that the Indians were in an unquiet 
state on our northwestern frontier, and apprehensions. were expressed that the hostile feelings which 
existed between the Sioux and Sacs and Fexes might endanger the peace of our border settlements. 
Sensible of the weakness of our forces in that quarter—having been compelled, from the state of our 
army, to strip both the inland and maritime frontiers of their garrisons, to supply the army of Florida 
with a sufficient regular foree—it was deemed most prudent to bring down to the seat of government the 
principal chiefs of those warlike tribes. It is believed to be important to exhibit to those people the 
strength of the nation with which they would have to contend in venturing to attack our defenceless 
borders, and at the same time to impress upon them the advantages which flow from civilization. With 
several of these tribes it was made our duty to treat; and it would have been ina high degree impru- 
dent, in the excited state of feeling which existed among them, to assemble large bodies in the neighbor- 
hood of our ungarrisoned posts, there by exposing our utmost weakness at a per iod when it was important 
to display our utmost strength. The superintendents were therefore instructed to invite them to send 
deputations of their chiefs to Washington; and, on their arrival here, treaties were negotiated with several 
of the tribes, by which large tracts of land have been purchased, and the object so much desired by 
government, ‘to extinguish ‘the title to all the Indian land east of the Mississippi, nearly accomplished. 

The Sioux of the Mississippi have ceded their possessions east of that stream, together with all the 
islands belonging to them, and are to remove to the western shore. The W innebagoes have at length 
agreed to dispose of their lands in East Wisconsin, and retire to the neutral ground on the west of the 
river. It is probable that their sojourn there will be temporary, and therefore a portion only of the neutral 
ground has been allotted to them, with permission to hunt upon the remainder. The interests of the 
country appear to require the existence of a line of frontier States between the Mississippi and the 
Missouri; and the extinguishment of the Indian title to all the land east of the Missouri, to 43° of north 
latitude, would effect that object. With that view the Winnebagoes would have been at once removed 
south of the Missouri, had the country been previously explored and a tract of land of sufficient extent 
set apart for their future permanent residence. The situation of that tribe—fast sinking under the 
degrading influences which surround them, and pressed upon by the whites—renders it a measure of 
humanity” to remove them promptly across the Mississippi; but they were given to understand that they 
were not to consider the neutral ground as their permanent home. A tre aty, likewise, has been negotiated 
by Governor Dodge with the Chippewas, by which that tribe ceded a large tract of country east of the 
Mississippi, and have agreed to retire to lands west of that river. 
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A mistake had been committed by the surveyors of the United States in determining the boundary 
line of the land ceded to the government by the confederated tribes of the Sacs and Foxes by the treaty 
of September, 1832; and it was immediately determined to do justice to the Indian proprietors of the 
soil, and correct the mistake. The true line, however, would have excluded a fine portion of country 
which was already settled and improved; and, whatever may be the ultimate policy the government may 
think proper to adopt towards the settlers who improve new and unoccupied lands in order to acquire a 
title to them by future purchase, the department is of opinion that, so long as custom and the practice of 
government sanction their acquiring rights by such means, their claims ought to be respected, and there- 
fore entered into negotiations with the Sacs and Foxes to extinguish their title to this strip of country. 
In doing so, it is deemed expedient to establish a line that will no longer be subject to doubt or dispute. 

In this treaty, as in all the Indian treaties concluded at Washington, regard has been paid to the 
permanent benefit of the several tribes. Provision is made for the establishment of schools, as well as 
for instructing the people in the arts of husbandry, and for the investment of the purchase money so as 
to secure to the Indians a perpetual rent, a portion of which is to be applied in such manner as you may 
deem most useful and beneficial to them. Much more remains to be done in order to- insure the faithful 
application of the funds destined for the support and comfort of the Indians. It now appears that their 
annuities really go into the coffers of the traders, in payment of debts incurred, in a great measure, by 
the idle and dissolute, but which are charged to the whole nation and paid out of the common fund, The 
effect of such an arrangement is obvious: it encourages the vicious and deprives the industrious of all 
incentive to exertion, The whole of this subject is of such vast importance, both as regards the condition 
of the tribes and the character of the government, that I propose to treat it in a separate report, and to 
suggest such improvements in the existing laws and regulations as may insure the faithful application of 
their funds to the individual wants of the Indians. 

Of the propriety of persevering in the system of removing the Indians beyond the civil influences 
which surround them within the States and Territories, and which were fast working their destruction, there 
can be no doubt. In its origin, the government appears to have been actuated only by considerations of 
policy and expediency; but subsequently a better spirit prevailed in our intercourse with the red men, 
and their removal from beyond the limits of the States and Territories—rendered imperative by the 
peculiar circumstances of their situation—was connected with liberal and beneficial provisions for the 
amelioration of their condition, From a frontier people—roaming free and unrestrained over trackless 
forests and extensive plains, and subsisting on the products of the chase—they had suddenly, by the 
rapid spread of the whites, become Communities surrounded by an agricultural, enterprising, and enlight- 
ened people, secking to develop the resources of the country, and, in their eagerness to obtain possession 
Deprived of their only resource from the dim- 





of their lands, pressing them into the narrowest limits. 
inution of the game, and incapable or unwilling to resort to agriculture for subsistence, their situation 
became deplorable, and their distress was still further aggravated by the decision which deprived them 
of the protection of the general government and extended the jurisdiction of the States over them. The 
inaptitude of the Indian character to conform to a state of society moulded and regulated by a system of 
laws based on the principles and habits of civilized life, and adapted to give security to its multiform 
pursuits and interests, all differing from their own, is obvious. The only alternative was removal beyond 
the limits of the States; and the beneficent hand of the government was extended to relieve that people 
from the operation of laws beyond their comprehension to understand or their ability to observe, and to 
remove them to distant lands abounding in game, and guaranteed to them forever from the intrusion of 
the whites. 

The results of this policy have surpassed the expectations of the most sanguine. 

The reports of the superintendents represent the early emigrants as living in comfort and abundance, 
and improving in the useful arts; and hopes may now be entertained of the preservation of the aboriginal 
inhabitants of this continent, and of their gradual civilization. 

Ample provision has been made for their education; and the only duty of the government which 
remains undischarged is the formation of a suitable territorial government, and their admission to such a 
supervisory care in the general legislation as is granted by the laws to other Territories of the United 
States, and for the exercise of which they appear to be sufficiently prepared. 

The subject is confessedly difficult and embarrassing; but the bill introduced into Congress at the 
last session and partially acted upon would seem to offer a fair prospect of success, and to secure to these 
Indians the enjoyment of all the advantages of free government which the necessity of stretching over 
them the protecting arm of the government will adinit. 

This scheme has been submitted to several of the tribes, and been approved by them, and may sefely 
be carried into effect and remain in operation until experience shall point out the alterations and amend- 
ments it may require. 

Having received information early in the spring of this year, from sources to be relied upon, that 
the Comanche Indians had committed outrages upon our citizens, and carried off some women, whom they 
retained as prisoners, and that apprehensions were entertained of their committing other acts of hostility 
if their complaints were not listened to and their grievances redressed, instructions were given, with 
your sanction, to Mr. A, P. Chouteau to repair to that country and ascertain the facts connected with 
these outrages, and the canses of complaint, if any really existed; to give assurances of ample reparation, 
and exact the same from them; and to obtain the release of the prisoners, and restore them to their 
families and friends. With a view, likewise, of preserving the peace of that frontier, Mr. Chouteau was 
instructed to invite this powerful tribe to send a deputation to Washington, that they might represent 
their own grievances, and at the same time become acquainted with the real strength and resources of 
the nation they have hitherto deemed lightly of, from seeing only a few posts thinly scattered along the 
frontiers and feebly garrisoned. It is understood that Mr. Chouteau has succeeded in this part of his 
mission, These measures of precaution were taken, from the necessity of the case, without any appro- 
priation or legal provision for defraying the expenses, and I respectfully recommend that the subject be 
submitted to Congress for its sanction, and the necessary appropriations asked to enable the department 
to discharge its obligations to Mr. Choutean; aud further, that a small sum be intrusted to the direction 
of the Executive, to be expended on emergencies like this, requiring prompt action to preserve the peace 
of the “ountry. 

The report of the Commissioner of Pensions shows the probable increase of the disbursements for 
the ensuing year, raising the estimate from $1,593,936 to $2,532,149, principally from the operation of 
the third section of the law of the 4th of July, 1836. It will be seen, likewise, from this report, that 
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some legislative action is required to deter persons employed as agents of pensioners from defrauding 
them. This appears to be done both by withholding a portion of “the money received in trust for the 
disabled soldier or destitute widow and orphan, and by charging them an exorbitant percentage for 
collecting the stipend awarded them by the bounty of the government. 

Although I do not concur in a former recommendation to extend the provisions of the pension laws 
to any other classes than those embraced by the acts now in force, I beg leave to reiterate that which 
proposes some legal organization for the purpose of establishing a fund for the support of invalid officers, 
and the widows and children of such of them as may die in the service. This may be done by making a 
moderate deduction from their pay to such an amount and in such manner as may be agreed upon by the 
officers themselves. Similar provision may be made in like manner for invalid and disabled soldiers, and 
the widows and children of those who die in the service, not now provided for by law. This provision 
will become more necessary should the period of enlistnent be restored to five years, a change which 
cannot be too strongly recommended. It is unnecessary to enter into the details of these plans for 
providing for the support of invalid officers and soldiers and their families. They may be so framed as 
to obviate all the objections which have been urged against their adoption, and are called for by every 
consideration of policy and humanity. Intimately connected with this subject is that of the pay of the 
oflicers of the line of the army. The very proper increase of pay made at the last session of Congress 
for the civil officers serving in the several departments conveys an acknowledgment of the necessity of 
increasing all salaries of public servants which are below a certain amount—a principle which applies 
with great force to the condition of the officers of the army. In pursuance of this policy, ] woald recom- 
mend a moderate increase of pay to soldiers, non-commissioned and commissioned officers of the artillery 
and infantry of the United States, from the rank of second lieutenant to that of lieutenant colonel. The 
high price of labor, the demand throughout the country for that description of talent possessed, in an 
eminent degree, by the officers of our army, and which commands the highest rate of remuneration, 
together with the enhanced cost of all the comforts and necessaries of life, render this measure just and 
necessary, and I confidently ask your concurrence to procure for it the favorable consideration of Congress. 

In the present uncertainty which prevails on the subject of the intention of Congress permanently 
to prohibit by law officers of the army from claiming or receiving any remuneration for disbursir ¢ 
moneys, the different interpretations given to the act reuder its operation unequal and unjust. In almost 
all instances where the officers have withheld moneys and brought suits for the recovery of sums charged 
for commissions on their disbursements, the courts have awarded the full amount claimed; whereas those 
who have accounted for all they have received remain without any remuneration. If the proviso attached 
to the appropriation act of 1835, for the improvement of certain harbors, which prohibits any allowance 
to oflicers for extra official duties and responsibilities, is intended to be permanent, it ought to be fully 
and explicitly stated, so as to bind the decisions of the courts of law. But if Congress be of opinion 
that it is just to allow some remuneration for extra services, in cases where great responsibilities are 
incurred, then it would appear better to determine that compensation by law. I would by no means 
recommend that any allowance should be made for disbursing the usual and ordinary appropriations for 
the military service; but where heavy and extra duties are imposed upon officers, involving great risk 
from circumstances beyond their control, and against which no human precaution can protect them, it 
appears equitable that some compensation should be allowed, which, on every account, it would be better 
to fix by law. 

By your instructions, in pursuance of the provisions of the act of the 3d of March, 1837, authorizing 
you to select and cause to be purchased, for the use and benefit of sick seamen and boatmen, and all 
other navigators on the western rivers and lakes, suitable sites for hospitals, a commission of able and 
experienced surgeons of the army was appointed to discharge this duty. The accompanying report 
shows that they have performed it with the zeal and ability which characterize this branch of the service; 
and the contracts made by them to effect the purchase of the sites selected would have been sanctioned 
by the department had the sum been within the amount appropriated by Congress for this purpose. The 
whole amount required will be $39,968, being an excess over and above the sum appropriated of $24,968. 

The beneficent object intended to be accomplished by Congress in directing this examination, and 
the purchase of the several sites selected, will not, I trust, be defeated by this circumstance; and, in this 
hope, plans and estimates for the construction of the hospitals accompany this report. 

All which is respectfully submitted. 

J. R. POINSETT. 

The Present of the United States. 


List of documents accompanying the report of the Secretary of War. 


‘o. 1. Statement exhibiting the number and names of the different fortifications completed and under 
ruction, and the full armament and amount of force which each requires to arm and garrison it. 
vo, 2. List of works projected by the board of engineers, but not yet commence d. 
\o, 3, Statement showing the prominent points along the sea frontier which will require protection, 
and for which no plans or projets have yet been made by the board of engineers 
No. 4. List of the military posts on the inland frontier of the United States, with the garrison deemed 
necessary for them in time of peace and for the preservation of peace. 

No. 5. Report of the medical board appointed to examine and select sites for marine hospitals. 

No. 6, Plans and estimates for the same. 


cons 


Pyne x 


No. 7. Report and documents of the major general commanding the army. 
No, 8. Report of the acting quartermaster general. 


No. 9. Report and statement of the commissary general of subsistence. 
No. 10. Report of the acting surgeon general. 

No. 11. Report and statement of the paymaster general. 

No. 12. Report and statements of the commissary general of purchases. 
No. 18. Report and documents of the chief engineer. 

No. 14. Report and statements of the chief topographical engineer. 

No. 15. Report and statements of the chief of the Ordnance ‘department, 
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No. 1. 


Statement exhibiting the number and names of the different fortifications completed and under construction, 
and the full armament and amount of force which each requires to arm and garrison tt. 











Garrison. 
No. Designation. No. of guns. eee 
Peace. War. 
NEW FORTS COMPLETED 
1 Fort Hamilton, New York harbor . oo. cccccc ccccccccccce cece cece cece cece cecccccccces cecscescccces 130 50 650 
2 Fort Lafayette, New York harbor. ....  sessesceeseeers © 000e ccccceccec cccesececcce cece vccece cocces| 96 50 480 
3 Fort Washington, Potomac river.......eeeee Sicahnb we sdb eed eee eNeh GHSESAREDE SS Sb ob eR 4 Apmis Sa onleee 79 50 395 
4 | Fort Macon, Beaufort, North Carolina ........++seee. e eeeeees rere rere rere eee Sl 50 ' 255 
5 Castle Pinckney, Charleston harbor, South Carolina............ Cc cece cecccevccceceeeee oes tees eecces 4 | 50 | 105 
6 | Fort Morgan, Mobile, Alabama .....0. cece ccesce cece cesccscecece ninth is Sheree puesb es bwis'eniie os Saisie 161 t 50 | 805 
z Fort Pickens, Pensacola, Florida .....ccccccccsccsccccccsecece bbe he euan RaGeaewehb anes peea wees tees 252 | 100 1,260 
8 | Fort Pike, Rigolets, Louisiana ......cceceeseceee veces o cccccccc cece cece Cece cree cece cceecceecccess 88 50 | 440 
ee ees Cae MUNN RMBINUR So niieic vanndckicyscexbexvaswasnrsesanswnsssoees ry eT gi 50 | 440 
BD) 1 Bare SRCKGON, THOU 6 o:65.0556 05 s005ce'seseseverecces Seay ee Or ey er ee see 156 | 50 \ 780 
11 Battery Bienventic, Louisiana ......66. cecseecccecccesreceees eweecccccecccces ses pve rhs bees whe 32 50 160 
12 Tower at Bayou Dupré, Lonisiana........+.. © cece cece ccecccesoes b Unies Selb N se ew ee sbe0as0O none sees 24 50 | 120 





1,178 650 5,890 





FORTS UNDER CONSTRUCTION, 
300 100 1,500 





1 Por Warren, Boston harior, BEAGHACHUSEIG, oo oosw.0.0<100 000006000000 6600000000 0%0000eese 00008000 
2 Fort Adams, Newport, Rhode Island..... O ©9000 0060.08'605 0000040010 0008s 600080000 voce ccccccce eeecee 468 100 2,440 
3 Fort Schuyler, New Vork, NEW York ..0.0 o000s000000e0cccccc secs sesccvesecvccsessoceccceccescses 250 100 1,250 
4 Fort Columbus, &c., Governor’s island, New York harbor..... panes wk6se bbe bnwelebisees Seno ues en sess 207 | 100 535 
5 Fort Monroe, Old Point Comfort, Virginia .......... Sesesens Sonwiee peNahedowesoseses cn pha ob eNewnems 350 500 | 2, 450 
6 Pee A omeieCpeed?. LESd AERIS. WANPOING. civics ose isn sw .o000 s000000000sesess005 pabkeSuntnoeeke sss ossavanneas 232 | - BO 1,016 
7 Fort Caswell, Oak island, North Carolina oo. osci00:10005 caeceesesece soe cheesy onde eens senses paweee 90 50 459 
~ Fort Sumter, Charleston harbor, South Carolina............ LEE SR Ase Mae asesiewes aun Kees eoemeune . 300 100 1,500 
9 Por Palaski, Cockspur ieland, GeeOrgia..c.. 000.004 51000006000 <0800s000v0e one ebieeseueeuae see bsevees 172 50 | 860 
10 Fort on Foster’s Bank, Florida........00. ee eee Te er see neee een seme’ : 144 50 720 
1] Fort at Grande Terre, Louisiana ...06000cccsscccceeccses jae MESaNEAS Sd dba wes Sbbs SAN SSNS ween Se 60 50 400 
‘ 2,573 1,250 13, 265 





FORTS REBUILDING AND REPAIRING. 
79 50 395 








1 Fort Independence, repairing, Boston harbor...........06. $0010 600900016 0's|0)0|6'0\0\0 a 0i5.ele'e 500016 00 ceoee 
2 Fort Delaware, rebuilding, Delaware river. .........eeee0e8 ey TENT TTT TT TOR e TT err e yokwboe 250 100 H 1,250 
3 Fort Mifflin, repairing, Delaware river......ccseeceesvece yoyo a 0406s 000s jusueuee sua assess 53 50 | 265 
4 Fort McHenry, repairing, Baltimore harbor, Maryland........... Gon seseesbneb esos 40a ones teem sicce es 100 109 | 845 
5 Fort Moultrie,* Charleston harbor. .... eee esse sees 000s ee OTE TTT TET Tee CTT TTC errr Ter ere Tre 300 | 100 | 1,500 

782 400 | 4,255 


* To be rebuilt; no plan and estimate of costas yet submitted. The operations at present at this work are confined to the preservation of its site, 


No. 2. 


A list of works projected by the board of engineers, bul which are not yet commenced. 


| | | 
Garrison. 
No. | Designation. | No. of guns. 
| eee Goan 
| | Peace. | War. 
Rs Ue te IND DRM A A SP OOURCIN, MIRING ip nicwlscss @eune. ocssWowelenossbe sabebwes Shw¥scosees neneenes 145 50 500 
2 Fort Preble, Portland harbor, Maine.......+...... ia te Ea a aa i ee a aE 82 | 50 300 
2) Por On PONse mand, Portiand MAM, MAINE. 565550666 iscc cdsinne wowawie'sece's00ece0edeo0000ss0ed0 0000 sees] 53 25 260 
4 | Fort Pickering, Salem harbor, Massachusetts ....cesees.ceees Se eaceas RES <bbbanies se ee Wa be wEsakuons 50 | 50 | 250 
5 | Fort Winthrop, Boston harbor, Massachusetts, repairs Of, 00.0000 0000 sc00 sees scece covce cececccsccescce i 50 | 10 | 250 
6 | Fort at Nangus Head, Salem harbor, Massachusetts ...... .000 .cescese soecceccs Seeds essbuew ApaceeOSase 38 | 25 | 1%0 
7 | MOH BPwall, MEMTCHERG HAIDOL, DIRERACHUGEUS |<. 5is0.0ic0ns00 4000 06000 600 ceecdecd¥adiecess00sseeb ses oben 55 | 50 | 280 
8 | Fort and outworks on Nantasket Head, Boston harbor, Massachusetts ......seeecsescsesceesceesceeecceee: 297 | 100 | 1,550 
9 | Fort at Jack’s Point, Marblehead harbor, Massachusetts, ... 200. ccecececee socece tess cece rrr rerrrer rere 60 235 | 280 
10 | Redoubt on Hog island, Boston harbor, Massachusetts ....ccesccccecsscccccccesece: seseccecceeece bimonaes 21 | 25 | 150 
il | Fort on Rose island, Narsaganset Roads, Rhode faland ..ccccccccoe ccs ccoe 60000 6ecceccceccdscecsccesee| 96 | 25 | 580 
12 | Works on Conanicut island, Narraganset Roads, Rhode Island .......sseceeeceesee sees scence cee cessecuees| 386 | 100 | 1,800 
13 | Fort Griswold, New London harbor, Connecticut ....eee0 sees sees eceecs sete ee eee eee ee eee eee neon tees! 106 50 | 830 
12°) Fon Trumbull, New Sondon harbor, Connecticut. occis<eeesiccsiece vcieecsesiseecceeescce sce. 00eee sauwaawesiel 62 | 50 | 460 
15 | Fort Hall, New Haven harbor, Connecticut......secesesceeseseceees see eo 30 | 10 220 


a] Wore Sy oomter, New Maven harbor, (Conmecticmts occ 00's s's:000005'050010000 0ose:0s sews seseiee sc sceee’ séeeeeeese 16 | 
[73 Porton skins sant, Now Work Metbor, New WGK soos osiiscscecceccceccenseescanpoeewes aces eeccses 184 | 

















183 
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No. 2.—A list of works projected by the board of engineers, but which are not yet commenced—Continued. 


ae 


Designation. 


| ’ : j 
18 | Fort Tompkins and dependencies, NEW York ....6. see -eseee cecees cues caccsn cece saseeecseees anaes Pe ee | 


19 
20 | 


; Fort on Middle Ground shoal, New York harbor, New York ........cccecccccece serene cocceeccce sees ceeees| 
Fort on East Bank shoal, New York harbor, New York 2... cceses veecesceveeeccccstecccens eo cterneescers 


21 a | Fort opposite Fort Delaware, ou right bank, Delaware .....0 see. cece cece eee: cee sees ienGetsnceaceuet 


24 


a Fort on Elk river, to cover the debouche of the Chesapeake and Delaware canal and ‘eile Maryland....; 
| Fort on Sollers’s Point flats, below Baltimore, Maryland ....... cece eres. ceeeee teen er sees sees eeeeens eeee| 


Fort on Point Patience, Patuxent river, Maryland .......ecsceeeee cocee cece ccceees se ccesen cess cnes cases: | 


2 

| Fort on Hawkins’s Point, below Baltimore, Maryland 2.0. cscceerceccececcensecees veces soeseeserseeees | 

Fort on Thomas’s Point, Patuxent river, Maryland. ...ccoccseecececees cece cece cesecensceees es teeeetcee 

| Fort on Baldhead island, Cape Fear river, North Carolina ....0. ceceee cee cece eres cece cece ceenen cece cees 

| Keboubt on Federal Point, Cape Fear river, North Carolina, ...ccc-ceeee cece ce os teen cee ceeeeeenes ceeees 

| Fort on Dauphin island, Mobile bay, Alabama.... .ce. cece cee eee cee ee eee Bie) sHesimecsnae iieaae ee eine elaiee.caee or 
Tower at Pass au Heron, Mobile bay, Alabama 2... cece cecces cece ccceseee seen seecee sete cee Conners eeeeee! 


Fort St. Philip, Mississippi river, LOuisiana...ceecceeee ceeess coceeeceeeen creat cons ceseeerrcseeeee seees 


No. 3. 


No. of guns. 


114 
342 
332 
112 
112 
159 

80 
121 

70 

90 


\~ 
| 
| 


Garrison. 


Peace. War. 





50 70 
100 1,760 
100 1,760 
50 760 
50 760 





100 835 
50 400 
845 
25 350 
50 450 
25 200 
100 $00 


_ 
eo v 
= 





128 
12 | 10 60 
60 | 50 400 
| 





3, 506 


| 1,565 | 19,831 
| 





A statement showing the prominent points along the sea frontier which will require protection, 


25 


29 





> 
te 


tw] 
Nhe 


plans or projets have yet been made by the board of enginee 


Designation. 


DObt ah the moni Or MCNHEDEC, MAINE <5 veces. sac cis.- seco seks cee eelee ccecdceeeneeeeaie eyicseuekiemeness 
WV ORNS ML Eeaat Ore, INOUUIN OL 0. OOK, GINO. 6cc000s06s . occ Sesebsinassee seebee vie cewesiesicee tesece snes ses 


Wy GOFRM AE GAACINAS. NANUOP, NEAING 65 .o:0. 60s 0c sevices. sccses s0eeccnces Sveiddin. Galeelseicla abel! ou cciaelaa dalneees 





| WVOLBG AE NWO IDCHERE ISIATIE, WERINE, 56:6 ci0s cwiecicese «ose Cceiees enenieesnesinieee-cesecese'sieceiseceeeee tecee 
| 
HV SHR HUES RE ORNNEED UNCLE IIL aap giule' 4 isle/sislerel ple iwieiese' sis /cis/sie\e's <is'sie) saisie 164.816 Wiaiealeialeeee awiewisncerveeeerlesisee ebeweelaca 


IPA WORIG Atte MRCOMNE SINHA WEIINIGs s'cicigicie'c c ciey-s wissen uesie cin vvewelinaeeeis eee site/se.ce-senees. cose secee aesiensee 


J ANY cor bes tees rose aba WVACADITE s cicicre io eidis sisis a 1e.cie'esd'o savaisioe'eie elcid a4 SN asled nes ab Ke Aealene soe vereedeameresercee: 
| WW GT sce ALP TITESCOMEAMUNYs, WEAETIC ce c:es0'6 se c'0.e +0 \cinisiels, <(s.ne) s0isin'vi0 0 0.0.0 0'6:001001916it'e: tieitelcivinisiow eis cwsisie eiesivis esloniee 
| Works at Sheepscot bay, Maine...... Cove . Ceeveccces sccces cece secs cceees SPC MERUMES Kceeasenenee Caer 
Works on Hog [sland channel, Portland harbor, Maine. .....cccercccccccccce  secrcces seccccccecees ware 
| Works at the MOuUtH Of SACO, MAINE . 000 cove scocvcesveccsececesecccescece cocscscccs sevcsvece ce ae eteriaes 
| Works at the mouth of the Kennebunk, Maine. .......c00ceceee seer cee 00 00s ccccees wee cecccs ceece cece: 
Works at York, Maine..... PO Ee EE fone OCT ETE CER CCU CEL TET CEE ECR CCT Tee ee 


Works in Portsmouth harbor, New Hampshire ..... ccecccce coos cece cece scos secees eeeee eee we seeses ee sees 
Works at Provincetown, Massachusetts .....cccerccscccccccs secs ssce sees cece cen cose eens cece eens ceees 
| Works at New Bedford, Massachusctts ooo. cece cececccencee sens cones sen ceeees ceeeer cess veces eeeeces Pre 
| Works at Newburyport, Massachusetts... cccescce 100 cvcccecccccces cosccc covece cece te0ce sees cocees cee 
SGN ORT IESE FINN, OP MMCIIGONED — cis.c via w.ectee cecneciceccncsscs.40endd n8605 + o0eécleSecisnae Seuew ccc eneceis 
| Reducing depth of water in Broad Sound passage, Massachusetts ..... .ceceececsccceceeceesees seece 

Reducing altitude of Gallop’s island, Massachusetts cccocecscces coccce cesses secs censes coeees teense cues eaes 


Works at Nantucket harbor, Massachusetts .occ..0+cces cece cccee coccseeeceees Serre errr ree rr 
Works at Edgartown harbor, Massachusetts ..cccecsceseccscnscvcccccs coe sccceecees cesses cess cccerscetes 


Works at Falmouth harbor, Massachusetts, ..cececces cece csccce secs seve sees cesses ceecee sees sees sees ceees 
| Works at Holines’s Hole, Massachusetts, ....ceccccesscccccccccccescececscceses coece: ves cecs seisinaisiee eels 
Works at Tarpaulin cove, Massachusetts .... ccsccccccccccces sees cccces cet vcce ceneee ceceey sees seen seeee: 
Fort at Gloucester, Massachusetts ...cccccccccccceccccce coves sceceeceseee sete sees cece ccc cscs cece cece: ! 
Fort at Gurnet Point, Plymouth, Massachusetts ....-csceccccecscces cece cesses seen: senseses senses cees eee 
Repairs and modifications of old Fort Wolcott, Newport harbor, Rhode Island.........- oC ccce cece cccccccces 





Repairs and modifications of old Fort Greene, Rhode [sland. ...cccecseecccccveecveecces ceeesceeeces 


| Closing west passage of Narraganset Roads, Rhode Island ....e0ceeee. cosves cece cecesesscssscseseses soees 


Fort at Stonington harbor, Connecticut ..cee cos cccess cone covces 00s eee cocses cee s eens seeees erecesceees 
Works at the mouth of Connecticut river, TONNECHICUL. 2.0. coe- ccccee cccncces sees cccccescce cccece sees cose! 
Works for the defence of several hatbors and towns between New Haven and New York, on both sides of | 
Pie ernie CN UNG a eran ocicivaic ous) casas © as eenie see sbeicee eal cosine iemcacicesscosncsessceccsice | 
Works at Gardiner’s bay, New York 2.0. cocececces cece socc cece cece cece ceeeserees ones cece cose scenes easee « 
Works at Sag Harbor, New York ......c0. cccccccccces coctecsccscsees eee eo cees ee see secees sevens seseee| 
Fort Wood, repairs of, New York harbor, New York, .ooe cece sees cece cceecces cee cens senses eaes eens sees! 
Fort Gibson, repairs of, New York harbor, New York ....0.cccees cece seececceccceserecene oe jeaemniens) 
Works to cover Delaware Breakwater harbor, Delaware... ........ ce. cee cee cence n cere rene enee cess eens 
Fort on Cedar Point, Potomac river, Maryland . ce. cece sees coccce seen cesees C0 00ee codecs soeseesecccccecse | 
Works on St. Mary’s river, Maryland .... 2000 secces cece sccccecccees soceee cesees soe secees veseee rene teens 
Works at Annapolis harbor, Maryland, .... 2660 csccccees ste ceccee cee ce tans care sees sere seesnacs OF. cere 
Works in Port Royal Roads, South Carolina .....cee.cecceececees connec cues sees seeeeeceee sees eesscees case 


! Works at Georgetown harbor, South Carolina .......ccecsee cence cecceeceeees sess sees ceeeee seen seeene cane! 


rs. 


No. of guns. 


150 
50 
50 

200 


25 


| 200 


eeeeer sess see 


| 125 


100 
50 
45 

8 


40 


50 


100 
150 

50 

45 

14 
225 
110 
110 
100 
110 
100 


and for which no 





| baie 
Peace. | War. 
| 


50 | 500 


95 | 250 
i 
25 250 


50 1,000 
10 125 


100 1,000 





| 


sl eweeeeseeeas seeee esos 


. 


| 
25 | 100 


[Peewee esses (sees cecces 


« eee eeesee (tees ceecee 





50 | 250 
se ae 
50 375 


25 | 250 


95 250 
25 225 
25 100 
{ 100 1,125 


uo 
o 
uw 
Ss 
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No. 3.—A statement showing the prominent points along the sea frontier, &c.—Continued. 
Garrison. 


| f * 7 
No. | Designation. | No. of guns. 


Peace. War. 


44 | Works at the mouth of the Santee, at Bull’s bay, and at other inlets between Georgetown and Charleston, | 
25 250 


25 10 125 


Oe eee ee ee eee HE Ee OO OEE EEEEEE HEE SEH Hoe 


il PMR ACRIONDR cpap suienssicosaeh) sane samen wban's0nes .waaiee 


45 | Works at Stono inlet, South Carolina . cccee cece cee ceeee seen sees eae eeeescencees sees | 
; — | ae 

46 | Works at North Edisto inlet, South Carolina. ..ceee cee ceceee ces sees conten ren ceesseceee eens sees seeese| 25 | 10 | 125 
; ey | ae 

7} Works at South Edisto inlet, South Carolina, 644-2. cesceeeseens cee ceesccecrecees see sevens cece sens cees| 25 | 10 125 
75 50 375 


48 | Works at St. Helena sound, South Carolina ......ccec cesees seer ceveeececcee eves seen: seeecees 
TTT TITITTTTT TTL 75 25: | 300 


49 | Fort on Tybee island, Geurgia.....seeesse-eeeee sees cece | 
30. 25 200 


50 | Fort Jackson, Savannah river, repairs ON, GeOrgia.... se. sees ceeeer cece eens sorter eee srees 
110 | 50 550 


50 | 500 
50 500 





51 | Works to command entrance to Cumberland sound, mouth of St. Mary’s river, Georgia........- 


OOo es Cee eee Bee ees BOE e es Oe ee eee 


52 | Works at Warsaw sound, Georgia. ....00 ccccccccescccces seccsesscesens 


¢ 
S 
4 
— 
S 
— 


53 Works at Ossabaw sound, Georgia 1... seceee sce cceece ove O66 656D ORS. SCCEEO Kewes SORESO se0ues 000s O656 008 
54 1 Works at St. Catharine’s sound, Georgia ...0.6 .cceecccce sccccce cone teen seer eens cece sovese sees cece sees! 100 | 50 500 
oo oe ee 0 eeceescces cece eee ccce cece cee] 50 500 


55 | Works at Sapelo sound, Georgia. .cccecesceecesccs sess: soseeces 
50 500 


50 500 
100 | 50 | 500 
50 | 500 
50 | 50 | 1,000 
50 | 250 
95 | 100 
500 | 2,500 


Peer ee ewes eres Sete He eeee see sete 


-_ 


56 | Works at Doboy inlet, Georgia. ...ccecsesenccee ceeene cecececscecees 


57 | Works at Altamaha sound, Geurgia ....0. cccccccceccccs sccccccreses eosececses cveee | 
i 


ee er sees coses 


58 | Works at St. Simon’s sound, Georgia ......cceee cece cece coccee secs cves cos ces 


_ 
—) 


Cee wee es Beene sees sees. wee: | 


59 | Works at St. Andrew’s sound, Georgia 2... ccc cece cece cccccesces cece coves 
60 | Works to protect the navy yard, Pensacola, from lateral attack through the bays, Florida . ...+.esceeseeeees 


61 | Fort at Barrancas, Pensacola, Florida.....ccccees cece cece seeeecences ceceesvennes cess eeseceees 


Sy] 


eee eter reese eeee setts sees seen: 


G21 Warke at St, AMPUNINE, FAGHOD, .i5 50 0:000%0 ces eeewees 5000s eenesesusieeses 


gn 
S 


63 Works at Key West and Tortugas, Florida. ........--+++ ecccc cee 0s cecesccees 


G4 | Works at Charlotte Barbor, Florida .....ccae s60000.000000.0000 000 cecceeceee voce. 


65 | Works at Espiritu Santo bay, FIOrida ces ceee cee ceee cece cree snes seeancoeene cones 
1,250 


66 | Works at Apalachicola, Florida . .cccce.sce--cecves cosese sence oe cone veces severe 950 | 250 


67 | Works at Apalache bay, Florida, .ccccecccccescoces seecesesesees sen. seeeen seesces 


68 | Works at St. Joseph’s bay, Florida.... cc. cee. cece cece cece ceeersee sees voce cves tees 


69 | Works at Bt. Rosa bay, Florida... .cccce ceccce socces 000000 000cee sccceecececes covccsccccee sess secs scoce 
500 


70 | Works at Perdido bay, Alabama, .... cece sscecesene coves receserses soccer sees sees eeer seen 





5,282 | 2,875 26, 900 





No, A. 


List of military posts on the inland frontier of the United States, with the garrisons deemed necessary for them 
in time of peace, and to preserve peace. 


Garrisons 
Where situated. deemed neces- 
sary. 


No Names of posts. 


1 Hancock Barracks .......ece0 cccccecssseccccecccees; At Houlton, on the northeastern boundary of the United States........ ee. 300 


2 SEE EMIT RUMS. Cop ban denseewpoeens ken babe ooeen At Sacketi:s Harbor, NEW WOK: 5 isvs0ce5cewn son's nae beweenes Nw s.so0s.050% 


SPRUE THROO RIO MIUET Gin cic ewe cnweee a6 suse ee5e snc eRear news ease shuee¥es 


[a%) 


PE EROUEM LCCC Lor bbsh esse eres sens ocaneeareenees 
AOustae a Aor MCE RIPON 5. isa neue 4s ou. 699% SE9P ESPNS SENS Baden aeweaees 


cs 


Re MENEUL ane ches 060% oacx Sass dah wba Oh beeeeen 
EMMA ERC MEMEC UR Gass ceca. GEeSOsnORSPARNS Wes ees KeexEdoR eeie sew 


on 


EERIE Coes ek sess ue bss oebes Mh esslanues 


ARAL EOEG > ABI. acu 5%: eeswswe wns sinnss Gees saudisieabbouen sibs omawan sec: 


a 


PMA oc CSSk ss BCL DAaSSAS ESSA SE SEA WARES Snes 
200 


300 
500 
300 


REPEC EBAY yo pssanecisbapionss sa0hc0 es eas onaee ee cweduesicwuncasseuneeswe. Sars 


SUE BEINN Sanh. dp sessdusdes bene ehenases dene sesees 
8 PE RENO Cons acecebevbies BeOsebe SERS SScheet SCORED MD POE DOG PP ARCONDIN 6 66d5cnss cnceSwd boss neni bukoe ess sueseesecs 
9 oS EE ase py nc eae ey eC peo) TPM I BOIOD ian a5 ess 5556040015585 aeons boo berseSeee ere 


PHO UE See SAMY: .Gasisuen paac ssh sabau. 6 ve beee use iekbe bon sale cene ene 
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Note.— The above is the estimate of force for the posts already in existence; 1,500 men might be added for those on an inner line on the western 


frontier, which, it is believed, will become necessary for the protection of the border settlements. 

The force assigned to Jefferson Barracks is intended as a corps of reserve for the Upper Mississippi, the Missouri, and the Arkansas. 
position and proximity to the mouths of those rivers, reinforcements may be thrown out from that place to almost every point on the frontice with great 
ease and rapidity. A reserve there is, in fact, an available force, for the whole line of frontier from the Upper Mississippi to the Arkansas. It should, 
inderd, be even stronger than is here estimated. The whole force assigned to the western frontier from Fort Snelling, on the nght, to Fort Towson, on 
the left, a line of more than one thousand miles in extent, is 5,00 men, including the reserve at Jefferson Barracks. This may appear large; but who- 
ever shall undertake the defence of that frontier, under existing circumstances, with less, will be likely to find himself sadly embarrassed. It is at last 
but a force to prevent war, not to carry it on effectually. If ever a general war should commence along that extended line, conducted with the ski!l that 
many 0° the tribes are known to possess, it will require an army of 30,000 men, and all our energy to prevent them from making serious inroads upon 


our settlements. 


From its central 


WasHinaTton, November 3, 1837. 
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No. 5. 
REPORT OF MEDICAL BOARD ON MARINE HOSPITALS. 


Wasutneton, November 17, 1837. 


Sir: Agreeably to “ General Orders No, 28,” the board of medical officers appointed in pursuance of 
an act of the last session of Congress, (approved March 8, 1837,) to setect and purchase sites for marine 
hospitals on the Mississippi and Ohio rivers and Lake Erie, have the honor respectfully to report: 

The board assembled, in obedience to orders, at Baton Rouge, Louisiana, and organized for business 
on the 18th day of June last. Their line of operations extended, on the Mississippi, from Baton Rouge, 
Louisiana, to Dubuque, Wisconsin Territory; and on the Ohio, from its mouth to Steubenville. From 
thence, passing over to Lake Erie, an examination was made of the prominent places on that shore. 

The act of Congress authorized the selection and purchase, “ for the use and benefit of sick seamen, and 
boatmen, and all other navigators of the western rivers and lakes, of suitable sites for marine hospitals,” 
amounting in all to seven, (exclusive of one in New Orleans;) of which three were to be established on the 
Mississippi, three on the Ohio, and one on Lake Erie; for the purchase of which fifteen thousand dollars 
were appropriated. 

Although the board were aware of the importance to the western people of the proposed institutions, 
and of the great amount of suffering which is yearly experienced from disease and numerous casualties, 
the information which they derived in the prosecution of their duties impressed them still more deeply 
with the importance of the subject, and of the benefits which would accrue to a numerous class 
of industrious citizens, by the establishment of a chain of well-regulated hospitals. The hardy and 
industrious farmer, who, with the fruits of his toil, embarks on the flatboat and seeks a market at the 
great emporium of the southwest, exposed to the heat of the mid-day sun, and the more baneful vapors of 
night; and the steamboatman, who, in addition to those causes of disease, is subjected to frequent and 
dangerous casualties, instead of being thrown upon the charity of strangers, would then have an asylum 
where skill and attention would unite to restore him to renovated health, and enable him to return with 
gladness to his expecting friends 

The steady and rapidly increasing commerce of the west is perhaps without parallel in the history of 
the world. Twenty-six years ago the productions of the country washed by the Ohio and Mississippi 
and their tributaries were exclusively carried in flat and keel-boats to find a market in New Orleans. 
Men employed on these boats were obliged either to return to their homes on foot, traversing a wilderness 
five hundred miles in extent, or to take passage in some vessel bound for one of the northern ports. 
Sixteen weeks was then the ordinary time required for a keel-boat to ascend from New Orleans to 
Pittsburg. But with the introduction of steam commenced a new cra, as important in its effects as it 
was magical in its influences. The first steamboat which attracted the gaze of the amazed Indians, and 
the no less astonished settler, descended the Ohio and Mississippi in December, 1811. Until then, no 
sound save the report of the hunter’s or warrior’s rifle, or the woodman’s axe, had disturbed the solemn 
stillness of the primeval forest. The sovereignty of nature seemed complete. But the art of man was at 
work, and a revolution at hand. Steamboats increased; forests were felled; cities, and towns, and farms, 
usurped their place; and the tenants of the woods fled before an enterprising, industrious, and thriving 
population, 

According to the most authentic official information which the board have been able to procure, the 
number of steamboats in commission on the Ohio and Mississippi and their tributaries from 1834 to 
September 30, 1837, inclusive, was as follows: 

262 steamboats. 
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and keel-boats cannot be ascertained with perfect accuracy. Dr. Drake, who has 
bestowed considerable attention to the subject, states that “several years ago it was ascertained that 
10,000 flatboats arrived at New Orleans in a single year.” At Louisville the average number of flat and 
keel-boats that passed the canal from December 31, 1831, to December 31, 1836, was 400 per annum, and 
the estimated number that passed over the falls 1,600, making 2,000 per annum, Concurring in the 
opinion of Dr. Drake, that the increase of steamboats has somewhat diminished the number of flat and 
keel-boats, the number of these last descending the Ohio and Mississippi may be set down at 6,000. 

On Lake Erie, agreeably to official information obtained from the collector of the port of Cleveland, 
the number of ships, brigs, schooners, and sloops navigating the lake is 800; number of steamboats, 42; 
boats on the Ohio canal, 256. 


The number of flat 


RECAPITULATION. 


Ohio and Mississippi rivers. 


Number of steamboats, 638; average number of officers and hands. ... 2.6.0... eee eee eee eee 15, 950 
Number of flat and keel-boats, &c., 6,000; average number of officers and hands, 5............ 30, 000 
ee ee REE ee eT er eee ee Tee ee Tere eee ae 
Lake Erie. 
Number of ships, brigs, schooners, and sloops, 300; average number of officers and 
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Number of steamboats, 42; average number of officers and hands, 80 .............-. 1, 260 

Number of canal boats, 256; average number of officers and hands, T7..........--. io jo 
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In selecting the sites for the proposed hospitals, the board kept in view the following rules for their 
guidance: 

Ist. A preference for those points that would benefit the greatest number of boatmen and other 
navigators. 

2d. Healthiness of position, 

3d. Appropriate distances between the several sites—the more sickly the region the shorter the 
distances, and vice versa. 

4th. The resources of the country around for supplying the sick. 

In regard to the quantity of land necessary for the buildings and other purposes, eight acres was 
deemed the minimum amount which ought to be purchased, while a greater quantity would be preferable 
where the position of the ground and other circumstances would permit its being secured. Besides 
having a sufficiency of ground for the buildings, it was considered indispensably necessary, for the com- 
fort of the sick and convalescent, to secure enough for gardens, walks, &c. Another consideration of no 
less importance and weight with the board was to make their selections as convenient to the general 
landing places as circumstances and a proper regard for healthiness of position would permit, so as_to 
lessen as much as possible the fatigue and exposure incident to conveying the sick to the hospitals. Nor 
was the beneficial effect overlooked of a view of the wate r, and the impressions and associations it would 
naturally awaken in the minds of men whose occupations were so intimately connected with it. 

Sites thus situated necessarily cost more than if they had been selected at a greater distance from 
the public landings; but when the national character of the institutions is taken into consideration, and 
that the comfort and oftentimes the lives of the sick would require that they should be convenient, not 
only to the great thoroughfares, but particularly to the usual landings, the board confidently believe that 
in carrying out their own views they only anticipated those of the government. Moreover, to erect costly 
buildings which would doubtless endure for ages on sites remote and inconvenient, merely to save a few 
thousand dollars, would in effect be defeating the very object of their creation. 

It became early manifest, however, that the amount of the appropriation was utterly insufficient for 
purchasing the required number of sites, besides defraying the expenses of the commission, including 
legal services, charges for surveying, &c. When it is considered that, to be useful, it would be necessary 
for most of the hospitals to be built in the vicinity of the principal commercial cities and towns, where 
ground is measured and sold by the foot, every one at all acquainted with the value of property in the 
neighborhood of such places will fully concur in the impossibility of purchasing seven hospital sites, and 
of de ‘fraying the necessary expenses with the appropriation for that purpose. 

Under such circumstances, one of two courses was left for the adoption of the board: Ist, to purchase 
only a part of the number of sites required By the act of Congress; or, 2d, to purchase the whole number, 
the contracts to be subject to the approval of the Secretary of War, After mature deliberation, it was 
determined to adopt the latter, not doubting that, upon proper representations being made, Congress 
would not hesitate to make up the deficienc y by an additional appropriation, 

The foregoing preliminaries having been adopted, the board commenced their ex: aminations at Baton 
Rouge, Louisiana, and prosecuted the same as heretofore stated. Their reconnoissance, conducted with 
all the care which the importance of ithe trust demanded, resulted in their selecting and pureh: ising sites 

For the Mississippi river— 
$7,000 00 


At Natchez, 10 acres, amounting to............ ee ee ee Oe eT PO Te eee 

At Napeleon, mouth of the Arkansas, 10 acres and a fraction ...... Keawlipee eek ebae noes 1,000 00 
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On the Ohio— 
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39, 968 00 

To this amount are to be added other incidental expenses alluded to in another part of this report, to 
cover all which will require an additional appropriation of ——— dollars. 

As the sites were purchased for considerably less than the same ground could have been bought for 
private purpeses, it is respectfully recommended that the early attention of Congress be called to the 
subject, in order that, if the selections should be approved by the proper authority, the land may be paid 
for and secured, 

According to the best information as to the number of sick likely to require aid at the places above 
enumerated, the board respectfully recommend that the hospitals be divided into two classes: the largest 
to be built at Natchez, St Louis, Louisville, and Cleveland, and to be capable of accommodating one 
hundred patients each; the smallest at the mouth of the Arkansas, Paduc ah, and Whee line, to accommo- 
date fifty patients each. The buildings should be planned with a view to their future enlargement, 
without injury to symmetry, so as to meet any future augmentation of patients. It will be important, 
also, that they should be constructed to suit the latitude in which they are respectively situated: those 
on the Mississippi with a special view to coolness and free circulation of air; the others, particularly the 
one at Cleveland, besides having these important objects attended to, should be capable of excluding 
cold and of counterac ting the vicissitudes of the weather. 

In conclusion, the board ask your indulgence for presenting, briefly, a few of the prominent reasons 
which influenced them in giving a piece? to the points they did. Natchez was the first place above 
New Orleans which was selected, because of its commercial importance, the numerous boatmen trading 
to that place, its appropriate distance (about 300 miles) from New Orleans, and the large number who 
are annually taken sick at that place. 

Napoleon (mouth of the Arkansas) was next chosen because of its convenient distance from Natchez, 
(300 miles,) its advantageous geographical position, being at the mouth of the largest tributary of the 
Lower Mississippi, and only ten miles below White river; the trade of both which is rapidly increasing. 
A hospital site at this point, therefore, combines many advantages which could not have been secured if 
it had been selected higher up the river. 

St. Louis, as the site for the third and last hospital on the Mississippi, presents such superior and 
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evident claims over every other town on the upper portion of the river that it is hardly deemed necessary 
tu enumerate them, 

In selecting the sites on the Ohio, Louisville, from its position at the falls, being a place of deposit 
and transfer, is, in a great degree, the central point of trade on that river. These facts being considered 
indisputable, there could be little hesitation as to the propriety of selecting that place as the central 
position on the Ohio for the establishment of a hospital. 

It was equally manifest that the two remaining sites should be selected above and below this fixed 
point, and that the latter should be as near to the mouth of the river as circumstances would permit. 

In ascending, Paducah is the first point deserving of particular notice after leaving the malaria 
region. It is forty-four miles distant from the junction of the Ohio with the Mississippi, and upwards of 
three hundred from Louisville. It is, moreover, for several months in the year, at the head of navigation 
for boats of the largest class, owing to the difficulty and oftentimes impossibility of passing the Cum- 
berland bar, near the mouth of the Cumberland river. Another most important consideration is its 
geographical position, being situated at the mouth of the Tennessee river, and thirteen miles below the 
mouth of the Cumberland, through which the productions of a part of Kentucky and all of Tennessee and 
North Alabama must pass to find a market, giving employment, consequently, to a very large number of 
boatmen. For all these reasons, involving the important consideration that a hospital here would benefit 
a larger number of men than at any other point below Louisville, there could be no hesitation in selecting 
it as the site of the lower hospital. Any point materially higher up the river would be approaching too 
near to Louisville; besides that, it would be depriving the boatmen of the Tennessee and Cumberland, as 
well as a part of the Ohio, of all the advantages to be derived from the hospitals on this river. The same 
objection cannot apply to the site selected, for all the boatmen above must pass Paducah, both in going 
to and returning from New Orleans and other ports on the Mississippi. 

Wheeling was selected as the third and last site on the Ohio river. In so doing, the board were not 
unmindful of the importance of Cincinnati or the claims of its citizens. Its proximity to Louisville, and 
the brief time in which trips are performed between the two cities, (being from twelve to fifteen hours in 
descending, and from twenty to twenty-four hours in ascending,) would, without great inconvenience, 
enable the sick to avail themselves of the advantages of the hospital at the former place. For this reason, 
and believing that the benefits should be diffused as much as possible, a site higher up was preferable. 
Wheeling was, therefore, selected because of its greater and more desirable distance from the central 
site, and likewise from its situation at the head of navigation for boats of the ordinary class for a con- 
siderable part of the year, which always includes the sickly season. 

On Lake Erie, to which the attention of the board was confined by the act of Congress, a site was 
selected at Cleveland, as it is the terminating point of the Ohio canal, and a central position in its 
relation to the trade of the lakes, combining to render it a place of great and growing importance. 

All which is respectfully submitted. 

B. F. HARNEY, Surgeon, 
H. L. HEISKELL, Assistant Surgeon, > Medical Board, 
J. M. CUYLER, Assistant Surgeon, 

Secretary of War. 


Hon. Jorn R. Pornsert, 





No: ‘6: 
PLANS AND ESTIMATES FOR MARINE HOSPITALS. 


Ciry or Wasuincton, November 30, 1837. 


Sir: Agreeably to your instructions, I have prepared two designs for the marine hospitals proposed 
to be erected on the western waters, embracing in their accommodations the two different numbers of 
patients to be provided for, viz: one building of a size to accommodate one hundred patients, and another 
building to accommodate fifty patients. The plans are so arranged as to admit of extension at any future 
time to meet increased accommodations, without deranging or disfiguring the symmetry of the main 
building. 

In arranging these plans, reference has been had to several essential points connected with the 
hospitals: ample space, free ventilation, separation of patients by classes into distinct wards, and exten- 
sive galleries on the level of each floor, as well for shelter as exercise. Besides these, attention has been 
paid to suitable economy in the construction of the buildings, consistent with a proper regard to archi- 
tectural decency. A little variation of the two designs is presented, in the style of fagade, so as to 
distinguish them. One plan also represents but two floors, while the other gives three, including the 
basement story. The nature of the ground and other considerations will determine which would be most 
proper to adopt. 

The openings in the wards are so disposed that all the beds receive the benefit of a free ventilation, 
without subjecting the patients to injury by the air blowing directly upon them. Not more than eight 
beds are placed in each ward, which allows five feet for each bed and space between, in their width, and 
a passage-way between the foot of the beds of near eight feet. All these passages lead, one way, into 
spacious corridors, and the other into wide piazzas; besides this, every ward is capable of being venti- 
lated over-head. Provision is made also for diffusing a current of warm air in winter throughout the 
wards, and in summer a current of cool air, so that every disagreeable vapor may be dissipated. 

The material of which these hospitals will be built will vary according to location; where stone is 
on the spot, this may be preferred to brick. As economy is to be observed with durability, we will, in 
forming an estimate, have reference to brick as the main material for the walls. The price of labor and 
materials will vary also in the different places where these buildings will be erected. At Natchez, at 
Napoleon, (mouth of Arkansas river,) and St. Louis, a larger amount would have to be appropriated for 
each building than at Paducah, Louisville, Wheeling, and Cleveland. Assuming an aggregate sum for 
the whole, | would estimate the hospital to accommodate 100 patients upon the plan proposed at $50,000; 
and the hospital to accommodate 50 patients at $25,000. 
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$200, 000 
75, 000 


275, 000 


There being four for 100 patients each, these will amount to.............. iu eRe ee RRER 
And three for 50 patients each will amount to ............ ccc cccccccesccccces 
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Annexed to the book of drawings will be found a description of each design. When contracts are 
required to be made, more detailed drawings and descriptions will be furnished. As they are not necessary 
at present, they are omitted. 

I would respectfully suggest, in the construction of these buildings, that the first or basement story 
should be, at least, in part made fire-proof, and every floor counter-ceiled and made as safe as possible from 
the effects of fire. 

It is an awful idea to think of a fire taking place in a house like this, filled with helpless sick, where 
no check is afforded to stay its ravages; special care, therefore, should be used to make the buildings as 
safe as possible against fire. Heating the rooms with warm air, by its superseding the necessity of fires, 
will afford much security against accidents of this nature; and if the rooms where large fires are necessarily 
kept are made fire-proof, there would be little to apprehend from this cause. 


All which is respectfully submitted. 
ROBERT MILLS, Architect. 


Hon. J. R. Potnserr, Secretary of War. 


Description of plan No. 1 for a marine hospital, proposed to accommodate one hundred patients. 


The plan presents the complete parallelogram form, one hundred and fifty feet by eighty feet, including 
the piazzas, and the elevation of three floors, including the basement or ground story. The first floor pro- 
vides for the domestic offices of the establishment. The rooms, fifteen in number, and of various sizes, are 
laid off on each side of a wide corridor. Outside of these rooms, on each front, are the arcaded passages 
or covered walks, one hundred feet long, terminated by the wing buildings. Two of the entrances are 
under these arcades, and two at each end of the corridors. In some situations, the rooms in this story 
designated for the kitchen, washhouse, refectory, &c., may be appropriated to these uses; in other situa- 
tions, these may be provided for in outbuildings, in which case the rooms may be used for other purposes. 
The second floor is divided into twelve rooms, besides the vestibules and staircase, disposed on each side 
of a corridor fifteen feet wide. Fronting these rooms, outside, are the piazzas, one hundred feet long and 
eleven feet wide. The south rooms on this floor are arranged as wards—four nineteen by twenty feet, 
containing six to eight beds each, and four thirty by twenty-two feet, embracing ten to twelve beds each. 
The north rooms are appropriated to the accommodation of the officers and offices of the establishment, viz: 
the superintendent’s and refectory rooms in the wings, twenty-two by thirty feet; the physician’s, apothe- 
cary’s, matron’s, and parlor rooms between the wings, all opening into the piazza in front. From without 
you ascend by steps into this piazza, which leads into a hall nineteen by twenty feet, opening into the 
corridor fifteen feet wide; and in front is the great staircase, leading to the rooms above. Ascending 
these stairs, you land in a spacious vestibule, opening outwards into the piazzas, ranging both fronts 
On each side of this vestibule large Venetian doorways open into wide corridors 


between the wings. 
Two large wards 


communicating with the different wards, as well as with the nurses’ and other rooms. 
in the wings, twenty-two by thirty feet, are capable of containing comfortably ten or twelve beds each; 
eight other rooms, nineteen by twenty feet, six to eight beds each; and two larger rooms (which may each 
be divided into two other rooms) for the nurses and physicians in attendance. 

By a reference to the plans, the above description may be better understood; and it will be seen that 
every attention has been paid to comfort and convenience, economy of space and of construction, Spacious 
promenades, both within and without, are provided; ample passages between the beds in the wards; 
free ventilation of the rooms in summer, and a supply of warm fresh air in winter, by means of air-furnaces 
placed in the basement story. It will be seen, also, that the beds are so disposed that the patients will 
suffer no inconvenience from a draught of air passing through the rooms when this is required. Should 
the emergency require it, the spaces allotted for corridors, &c., may be allotted to beds, and thus a greater 
number of sick may be accommodated. 

The main stories are each thirteen feet high in the clear, and the basement story ten feet. 
are proposed to be all counter-ceiled, not only to prevent the passage of sound, but as a safeguard from 
fire, and avoiding any under-currents through the floors. 


oO 


The facades, front and rear, present a double piazza or colonnade, in the Greek style of architecture, 
elevated upon an arcade, and flanked by wings, rising above the centre building and receiving the roof. 

The attic story of the wings will provide for additional wards, if required. 

Enclosures are provided for every story of the piazzas, and the whole surmounted by an iron railing. 
A reference to the drawing will give a better idea of these facades than can be conveyed by words. 

With respect to the materials for the walls, this will depend upon the facility of procuring brick or 
stone, or both; but, in any case, one or the other, or both, of these materials is to be used. 


ROBERT MILLS, Architect. 


The floors 


Description of plan 2 fo. 2 for a marine hospital, proposed to accommodate fifty patients. 


This plan presents nearly a geometrical form, flanked at each angle by a square tower, which projects 
from the main building in front sufficiently to receive the piazzas forming each fagade. The clevation 
provides for two floors, raised upon a low basement. 

A flight of six steps in front lands in a piazza forty feet long, flanked by two small rooms, eleven and 
a half feet square, for the clerk’s and superintendent’s offices. Opposite the steps a doorway leads into a 
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vestibule eighteen by twenty feet, which opens into a corridor twelve feet wide, that communicates with 
a suite of rooms on one side, three in number, eighteen by twenty feet, containing six or eight beds each, 
and two rooms on the other for the matron and warden. 

The ward rooms open back into a piazza like that in front, at each end of which are two small rooms, 
eleven and a half feet square, for the nurse and apothecary. 

At each end of the corridor roomy stairways lead to the second floor, which is disposed into five 

ye *, . » a7 « — > 2 ‘ 7 ; . » re y 2 
wards, 18 by 20 fect, containing from 6 to 8 beds; a physician’s room, 18 by 20 feet; and four rooms ir 
the tower wings, 11} feet square, for the nurses and apothecary. 

All these rooms open outwards into spacious piazzas, and inwards into roomy corridors. The whole 
of this floor presents the appearance of one great ward, yet divided so as to render at pleasure each part 
private. The beds are disposed in the same way as represented in plan No. 1, and the patients will 
possess the same advantages in point of comfort. The drawings annexed will explain more particularly 
the details of the plan, and also show in what manner this building may be enlarged to meet future 
requisitions to provide accommodation for other patients. 

_ The fagade of this building, 68 feet in extent, is in the plain Gothic style, and presents a double 
piazza of two stories, supported by clustered columns, elevated upon a low basement, and flanked by two 
wings as towers. The piazzas as well as towers are surmounted with battlement enclosures. 

By reference to the drawing, the architectural effect of this arrangement of fagade may be judged of. 
As respects the material to be used in constructing the walls of this building, economy will point out 
brick as the most probable, except stone is plenty and casily quarried in its neighborhood. 

Whatever materials are used in the building they are intended to be of the best quality, and 


the work done in the best and most workmanlike manner. 
ROBERT MILLS, Architect. 





No. %. 
REPORT OF THE MAJOR GENERAL OFTHE ARMY. 
H[rapquarrers oF THE Army, Washington, November —, 183 

Sir: In accordance with your instructions dated on the 7th of September last, 1 have the honer 
herewith to submit the following statements and returns: 

Ist. A statement showing the organization of the army, marked A. 

2d. A general return of the army, marked Bb. 

3d. Distribution of the troops in the eastern division, marked C. 

4th. Distribution of the troops in the western division, marked D. 

5th. A return showing the number of troops under the command of Major General Jesup, serving in 
Florida against the Seminole Indians, marked Z. 

6th. A statement showing the number of recruits enlisted in the army from January 1, 1837, marked E. 

My last report shows Governor Call, of Florida, the commander of our forces against the Seminole 
Indians, to have fallen back upon Fort Drane for a supply of provisions and other necessaries. On the 
10th of November, 1836, Governor Call, with some regulars, about 750 Creek Indians, and 1,200 mounted 
Tennesseeans, again left Fort Drane, and on the 13th arrived at the Withlacoochee, which was crossed 
without opposition by a part of the army. On the Lith a large encampment of the enemy was discovered, 
and General Armstrong, with one regiment of the Tennessee volunteers, was ordered to attack them in a 
swamp, to which they had retreated. This was soon done in a spirited manner, and the Indians driven 
from their strongholds and pursued. In the action, which lasted 30 minutes, the enemy are reported to 
have lost 20, left dead on the field; our own loss being 11 killed and wounded. 

On the 18th another attack was made by 550 Tennesseeans on a hammock, which was resisted, it is 
supposed by Governor Call, by about 600 or 700 Indians. The enemy was driven as before, after an 
engagement of half an hour, till out of sight. Their loss was considerable: 25 were reported found dead 
on the field; but as their wounded were carried off, the total loss could not be estimated. Our loss was 
On the 20th a junction was formed by the force of Governor Call with the 
regulars under Lieutenant Colonel Pierce of the army. On the 21st of November the whole command 
moved towards a swamp in which the enemy awaited its approach. A charge was made forthwith, and 
the enemy driven at all points. By means of a trail, however, after a considerable time and the utmost 
difficulty, the Indians were discovered by Captain Brown, of the 4th regiment of United States artillery, 
commanding the Creek regiment, who attacked them. In the meanwhile the Tennessee and Florida 
militia and regulars, under brevet Lieutenant Colonel Pierce, of the 1st regiment United States artillery, 
arrived, and joined in the contest, which resulted in the repulse of the enemy, whose loss in this affair is 
supposed by Governor Call to have been not less than fifty; our own being 21 killed and wounded. The 
officers and men engaged throughout are spoken of in the highest terms; and had they not been prevented 
from holding the position gained by want of provisions, much more might have been effected. 

Immediately after the War Department was apprised of the failure of Governor Call to cross the 
Withlacoochee, when first attempted in October, 1836, he was directed to turn over the command of the 
Florida army to Major General Jesup, who, about the 15th of October, had entered the Territory with a 
part of the forces employed in subduing the Creek Indians. 

General Jesup was detained, for want of transportation, at Tampa, till the 27th of November, on 
which day he moved towards the scene of Governor Call’s operations on the Withlacoochee. Before he 
proceeded far he found that Governor Call had been in and scoured that part of the country, and retired 
with his force on Volusia. General Jesup then ordered a countermarch, and with 400 men joined 
Governor Call at Volusia on the 4th of December. On the 8th of December he relieved Governor Call and 
assumed the command, agreeably to the order of the War Department. 

From Fort Dade, on the Withlacoochee, General Jesup reports his command, consisting of the Ten- 
nessee brigade, 300 regular troops, the Alabama battalion, about 320 strong, and 500 Creek warriors, to 
have examined the Wahoo swamp without meeting with the enemy. 

On the 23d of December General Jesup writes from Tampa that he left Brevet Brigadier General 


15 killed and wounded. 
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Armistead, of the army, on the Withlacoochee to make further examination of the country between Fort 


Dade and Fort Kine. 
On the Ist of January, 1837 


tlie eh and that the Indians in our service are completely broken down, 
nthe 17th of January General Jesup reports that the swamps of the Withlacoochee were thoroughly 


eX: Fie si but no Indians found. On the re ports received from different quarters, various detachments of 


troops were se nt in different directions without decisive results, the enemy generally having dispersed, 
taken, from whom information as to the position 


General Jesup writes from Tampa that much sickness prevails among 


Sometimes a few stragelers, women and negroes, were 


of the enemy was received. 
On the 22d of January the main body of the army, under the immediate command of General Jesup, 


marched to the headwaters of the Ocklawaha, where it was supposed were the strongholds of the enemy. 
Cooper and his band of Indians were surprised ; himself and three warriors. killed, and seventeen Indian 
women and negroes taken prisone rs. Here it was ascertained that the mass of Indians had gone in a 
southeaste my direction, and pursuit was accordingly made. The enemy was found on the Hatcheelustee 
and attacked ; his baggage and horses were soon captured, and himself driven into a thick sw: amp. 
On the day after the skirmish (28th) a prisoner was sent to lis people with aa offer of peace ; on the 
night of the 29th he returned, and brought peaceful messages from Alligator and Abraham, two hostile 
chiefs. On the 8d of Fe bruary others came in and entered into arrangements to cause hostilities to be 
suspended until a confe rence could be had, for which the 18th of Fe bruary, 1837, was fixed. 

On the 8th of February a band of the enemy under Philip, unac quainte d, it is supposed, with the 
temporary suspension of hostilities, attacked the post on Lake Monroe, garrisoned by detachme are of the 
94 United States dragoons and artillery, under Brevet Lieutenant Colonel Fanning, of the 4th regiment 
of artillery. In the defence of this post, Captain Mellon, of the 2d artillery, was killed, and Passed 
Midshipman J. T. McLaughlin, of the navy, a volunteer, wounded ; after which the enemy were driven 
off without much injury to our troops. On the lith of February General Jesup writes and says, on 
account of the attack of the Indians on the fort commanded by Lieutenant Colonel Fanning, he doubts the 
sincerity of the Indians as to their coming in on the kth, according to agreement. On the 22d of 
February the eeneral writes that some of the Indian chiefs had come in, but the rest seemed very loath 
to follow. In March a convention, or agreement, was made between the Seminole chiefs and General 
On the 26th of March General Jesup, on account of the arrival at Tampa Bay of great numbers 
important characters belonging to them, expresses a belief that the war was at 
to discharge his volunteers. On the sth of May he wrote that the Indians 


Jesup. 
of the enemy, and some 


an end, and commenced ' : 
continued to come in, and that they would) probably be emigrated in the course of the winter. On the 


5th of June the general informed the department that the Indians who had surrendered and were in 
camp near Tampa for the purpose of emigration were surrounded by a party of their own warriors and 
carried off, thus causing the unsuccessful termination of the campaign. 

About this time active operations ceased ; the climate during the summer not permitting of them, 
and the army was so distributed as to render the frontiers as safe as possible. Much sickness prevailed 
in Consequence abandoned, Hospitals were established, 


in the interior, the several posts of which were 
were removed to Fort Monroe, in Virginia, 


and many of the invalids, on the surgeon’s recommendation, 
and Fort Hamilton, in the harbor of New York. 

On the 3lst of August General Jesup reports that the Creek regiment had been discharged. 

Although the hostile Indians acted en the defensive, our mounted men were kept moving from one 
post to another, making examinations and gaining information for future operations. 

Brigadier General Hernandez, of the Florida militia, having learned from some negroes who had 
escaped from the Indians the position of some Indians under the chief Philip, on the 7th of September 
organized a small force of dragoons, artillery, and militia, and went in search of them. They soon came 
to the camp and surprised them. They resisted for a short time, but were all either slain or taken 
prisoners, Some important chiefs were among the number. The officers and men are reported to have 
behaved very gallantly. Lieutenant MeNeil, of the 2d dragoons, a young and gallant officer, was killed 
in this affair. From time to time several pi arties of Indians and negroes have surrendered themse Ives or 
been taken prisoners; among others, Yose Ya Hola, (Powell, ) who began the war, and many influential 
chiefs, who are now in confinement at St. Augustine. 

On the 2Ist of October General Jesup reports that since he took the command thirty of the enemy 
had been slain and about five hundred captured, 

The army in Florida, reduced by disease and the discharge of those whose term of service had expired, 
has been recruited and augmented by detachments of the regular troops, drawn from various points, and 
by numerous volunteer forces. 

In the month of January last seven companies of the 6th regiment of infantry arrived at Tampa Bay 
from the western frontier, and six companies of the 2d regiment of dragoons, one company of the 2d 
artillery, and one company of the 3d artillery, recruited at the north, sailed from New York and Norfolk, 
and arrived in the St. John’s. In September last the Ist regiment of inf: mtry, from the Upper wr eg 
left Jefferson Barracks, Missouri, and a battalion of the 2d infantry, from the lakes, left New York for 
Tampa Bay, and are now at their destinavion. In the same month three companies of the 2d dragoons, 
under Colonel Twiggs, left Jefferson Barracks to march or cross the country for Florida, and when last 
heard from were at Garey’s Ferry, in that Territory. 

In.addition to the above-named organized force, 1,900 recruits for the regiments of the army serving 
in Florida have recently reached there from Norfolk and New York, and from the interior. 

The aggregate force under the command of Major General Jesup in Florida, it will appear by the 
statement accompanying this report, amounts to 8,993 men, consisting of— 


4, 63 
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By the last advices from General Jesup, active operations on his part have commenced; and every 
hope is entertained that, with the arrangements made by him, and the ample aid furnished by the War 
Department, the object for which the army is assembled in Florida will, by the close of the season, be fully 
and completely attained. 

In consequence of information having been communicated to Colonel Many, commanding the troops 
at Fort Jesup, that an insurrection among the negroes was apprehended at Alexandria, Louisiana, that 
officer ordered thither two companies of his command, to afford the desired protection. 

When the vast extent of the frontiers of the United States is compared with the amount of regular 
force allotted by law for their defence, it must strike every thinking man that the present military estab- 
lishment is by no means adequate to aflord what might be regarded a reasonable means for maintaining 
peace on the Indian borders and protection to the seaboard, without taking into account the preservation 
of the great amount of public property which has been collected in our various arsenals and in our mari- 
time fortresses. The number of the rank and file of the army, according to existing laws, is less than 
7,000; and these men are organized into two regiments of dragoons, four regiments of artillery, and 
seven regiments of infantry, occupying, when at their proper stations, between fifty and sixty posts, 
extending along the whole frontier of the United States, inland and Atlantic. But at present most of 
these posts are in a defenceless state, in consequence of the Florida war requiring almost the whole 
military force; in fact, every post on the Atlantic, from Maine to the Sabine, is without a single company 
to garrison it, or to take charge of the public property. The western frontier, especially that portion 
which covers the States of Louisiana, Arkansas, and Missouri, and the Territory of Wisconsin, sepa- 
rates from the white population numerous tribes of Indians. These tribes are the original inhabitants of 
the country, and emigrated Indians sent from among the States to lands allotted to them on that frontier. 
They are estimated to amount in the aggregate te more than 250,000, and can furnish 30,000 warriors. 
Such a population cannot be viewed otherwise than as dangerous neighbors, and should be kept in check 
by a proper disposition of military force. 

The disasters and consequences of an Indian war are too well known to be here dwelt on. Disturb: 
ances continually occur which produce alarm and agitate the country, and sometimes lead to open 
hostilities. On such occasions, for the want of sufficient numbers of regular troops on the frontiers, the 
distant posts are obliged to be evacuated to furnish means of defence, aud a militia force called out; 
and heavy expenditures, by the loss of property near the scenes of these troubles, are the consequence. 
But if the foree permanently embodied on that frontier Were sufficient to overawe the Indians, or to sub- 
due them in the commencement of hostilities, much expense would be saved, as well as a proper protection 
afforded to the frontier States, without the necessity of calling out the militia, which is always attended 
with heavy expenditure of money and loss of life by disease, and is highly detrimental to the concerns of 
individuals. An augmentation of the army, therefore, to a reasonable extent, is called for by a policy of 
humanity and economy. 

I would, therefore, respectfully submit to your consideration the propriety of augmenting the numerical 
force of the army, so as to furnish an effective rank and file of 15,000 men, to be organized according to 
the accompanying table, marked No, 1. With such a force the frontiers might expect to enjoy tranquil- 
lity; and by the occasional concentration of the troops in sufficient force to practice the evolutions of the 
line, a great improvement in the discipline and efficiency of the army would naturally be the result; and 
if war should break out with any civilized power, the army, thus augmented, would furnish a basis on 
which could be built a regular force adequate to meet the exigency. 

The table marked No, 2 will exhibit the manner in which the proposed force would be distributed. 

The regiments of artillery and infantry, since the late war with Great Britain, have been placed, as 
{0 rank and file, on the lowest possible establishment consistent with a regard to the preservation of 
military knowledge and discipline among them; but for operations in the face of an enemy, the rank and 
file, as experience has proved, were reduced too low for any efficient service—a company of artillery 
having, when full, only 49 rank and file, and a company of infantry 46. Taking into consideration the 
shortness of the term of enlistment—which is now but three years—the nature of the service, and the 
diseases to which the troops are subjected by constant exposure, especially in insalubrious climates, with- 
out reckoning the casualties of war, it is not to be expected that any company will be able, one month 
after taking the field, to present under arms more than two-thirds of its original number. The army, 
operating for the most part in uninhabited parts of the country, or where the population is very sparse, 
is obliged to furnish from the line the drivers of trains, and the laborers on all occasions where labor for 
the service is required—such as opening roads, building bridges and causeways, and other fatiguing 
duties. It is recommended, in order to render the army efficient, and capable of performing the duties 
required, that every company of artillery and infantry be augmented to 80 men, with authority to increase 
them to 100, should circumstances render it proper; so that there may always be in each regiment, for duty 
with arms, a respectable force. 

The propriety of increasing the engineer department, including the topographical engineers, the 
ordnance department, and the quartermaster’s department, has been frequently urged. The duties required 
of these several staff departments have been so extensive and multifarious that they have not been able 
to perform them without the assistance of a great number of officers from the line; and consequently it 
has diminished measurably the efliciency of the regiments from which these assisting officers have been 
withdrawn. 

In consequence of these drafts upon the line, it frequently happens that several companies of a 
regiment are left without a sing’e officer to command them or take charge of the interests of the soldiers. 
I cannot, therefore, too strongly recommend that provision be made at once for a sufficient number of 
officers for the several branches of the staff, and that each branch be organized into a distinct corps or 

department complete in itself, and sufficient to meet every exigency which has reference to it. The chiefs 
of the several staff departments will in their reports indicate what is required to render their respective 
departments efficient. 

The duties of the inspector generals since my last report have been various. Brigadier General 
Wool, until within a short time, has been in command of the forces assembled in the Cherokee country; 
but having been relieved from that duty by Colonel Lindsay, of the 2d artillery, he has been attached as 
chief of the staff of the eastern division, under Major General Scott. 

Colonel Croghan, since my last report, has completed the inspection of the troops on the Mississippi; 
he has been likewise engaged in mustering several corps of volunteers called into the service of the 
United States. He is now attached as chief of the staff of the western division, under Major General 
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Gaines. According to your instructions, General Gaines, with the assistance of Inspector General Croghan 
and several topographical engineers, has been ordered to make, as early as practicable, a reconnoissance 
of the western frontier, with a view of projecting a system of defence for its protection, in conformity 
with a resolution of the House of Representatives. 

Major General Scott, in like manner, has been directed, with the assistance of Brigadier General Wool, 
inspector general, and a topographical engineer, to make a reconnoissance of the northern and eastern 
frontiers, for the establishment of a system of defence for that portion of the country, in conformity with 
a resolution of the Senate. 

The recruiting service has been more successful this year than usual, as will be seen by the statement 
marked E. 

The term of enlistment, however, is found by experience to be too short, it being only for three years. 

The time consumed in reeruiting the men, in instructing and transporting them to their respective 
regiments, some of which are very distant, diminishes the period of actual service nearly one-third; 
unnecessary expense is thereby created, and the army is filled with raw and inexperienced soldiers. — | 
therefore strongly recommend that instead of three years, the term of service of the enlisted soldier be 
extended to five years, as heretofore. Indeed, it is essential to the character and efficiency of the army 
that the enlisted men should become habituated to the life of a soldier, and be well instructed in his-duties, 
which cannot be the case if the term of enlistment continue at the short period of only three years; for 
by the time a soldier is well initiated into all his duties, and is capable of assuming a military air, his 
term of service expires and a new recruit supplies his place. The cavalry service especially requires a 
much longer period than three years; for in that time they can hardly be considered anything more than 
recruits. 
It is of great consequence that the several regiments and corps should be effective in officers as well 
as in men. From age and exposure officers are liable to be rendered unfit for active service, or, indeed, 
for any service at all; but as there is no provision by law for superannuated or decayed officers who may 
have spent their best days in the public military service, and thus officers so situated cannot for the want 
of means retire—their pay during their period of activity having barely supported them—there has 
occurred to me, and | beg leave to recommend to your consideration, a plan by which such officers might 
be provided for out of the appropriation for the support of the several regiments, thus: suppose the 
colonel of a regiment having served thirty years, and finding himself unfit for the active duties of the 
field, is desirous of retiring, it would be profitable to the government to allow him to do so, and to receive 
the full pay of his rank without any other allowances during the existence of his regiment or of his own 
natural life; then the lieutenant colonel highest in rank, who would, according to the established rules of 
promotion, be entitled to be promoted to his place in case of his death or resignation, should be promoted 
accordingly, but to enjoy the pay of lieutenant colonel and the rank and emoluments and allowances of 
colonel; so the major first in the regular course of promotion to become lieutenant colonel, with the pay 
of major and the emoluments of lieutenant colonel; and the captain first in order of promotion to become 
the major, with the pay of captain and the emoluments of major; and so on with the first Heutenant, who 
should become captain; a second lieutenant should become first lieutenant, and the brevet second lieutenant 
become second lieutenant; and thus the place of every other officer unfit for service would be filled by an 
effective officer. As soon as any of the retired officers may die, the officers acting in their places should 
receive the full pay of their respective ranks. Such a plan, while it would refresh the army and render 
it more vigorous and effective, could mot be otherwise than very gratifying to all concerned. 

I beg leave to draw your attention to the fact that there is no provision made by law for the widows 
and orphans of the officers of the regular army who may die in consequence of wounds received or diseases 
contracted by exposure in the service, while there is a provision of that nature for all other description 
of troops, whether militia, rangers, sea-fencibles, or volunteers, as will appear by the act of July 4, 1836. 
There are the widows of several meritorious officers and soldiers now suffering by the deprivation of their 
natural protectors, who have sacrificed their lives in their country’s service, to whom the extension of the 
provisions of that law would be a great relief; and I am sure, with a knowledge of that fact, you will 

application .of the benefits of that law to the widows and 


see the justice of urging on Congress the 
> who have thus died’ in the service. 


orphans of the members of the regular army 
Respectfully submitted. 
ALEX. MACOMB, Major General, Commanding-in-chief. 


Hon. Joen R. Pornserr, Secretary of War. 
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Remarks, 


Abandoned ; garrison withdrawn June 10, 1837, 
Garrison withdrawn August 24, 1837. 

Abandoned; garrison withdrawn December 29, 1836. 
Abandoned ; garrison withdrawn June 9, 1837, 
Abandoned ; garrison withdrawn May 10, 1834. 
Abandoned ; garrison withdrawn May 20, 1832. 


Garrison withdrawn July —, 1836. 
Garrison withdrawn May 30, 1836. 
Garrison withdrawn May 27, 1836. 
Garrison withdrawn May 29, 186. 
Garrison withdrawn May 22, 1836. 


Garrison withdrawn May 23, 1836. 


Garrison withdrawn May and June, 1836. 
Do. 
Do. 
Garrison withdrawn May 20, 1836. 


do, 


do, 


Garrison withdrawn February &, 1836, 
Garrison withdrawn June 27, 1836, 
Garrison withdrawn May —, 1836. 


Garrison withdrawn February 3, 1836. 


Garrison withdrawn February 2, 1836. 

Garrison withdrawn January and February, 1836, 
Do. 

Garrison withdrawn June 29, 1836. 


do. 


Garrison withdrawn September —, 1836. 


Abandoned ; garrison withdrawn November 15, 1837. 
Garrison withdrawn November 24, 1835. 
Garrison withdrawn November 30, 1835. 
Abandoned ; garrison withdrawn February —, 1856. 


Garrison withdrawn December 19, 1835. 
Garrison withdrawn June 29, 1836. 
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Memorandum of regular troops serving in Florida, under the command of Brevet Major General Thomas 8S. 
Jesup. 


GENERAL AND FIELD OFFICERS OF THE ARMY. 


Brevet Brigadier General W. K. Armistead; Brevet Brigadier General A. Eustis; Colonel Z. Taylor, 
Ist infantry; Colonel D. E. Twiggs, 2d dragoons; Lieutenant Colonel A. Cummings, 2d infantry; Lieu- 
tenant Colonel W. Davenport, Ist infantry; Lieutenant Colonel J. Bankhead, 4th artillery; Lieutenant 
Colonel J.B. Crane, 2d artillery; Lieutenant Colonel W.S. Foster, 4th infantry; Lieutenant Colonel W. 
S. Harney, 2d dragoons; Lieutenant Colonel A. R. Thompson, 6th infantry; Lieutenant Colonel W. Gates, 
3d artillery; Brevet Lieutenant Colonel A.C. W. Fanning, major 4th artillery; Major S. Churchill, 3d 
artillery; Brevet Lieutenant Colonel B. Kk. Pierce, major Ist artillery; Major T. T. Fauntleroy, 2d dragoons; 
Major B. Riley, 4th infantry. 

REMARKS, 
1. The garrisons have been withdrawn from posts marked (*), and are now serving in Florida, 
2. The troops at these posts, (+) although regarded as permanent stations, so often vary in number, 


&e., that they are considered as being in the field rather than in garrison, and are therefore omitted in the 
table. According to the last returns, the force at each was as follows: 


Com’d officers Men. 
Fort Marion, St. Augustine............... Rees UN ore era yi Soke i 82 
Fort King, Florida ...... ore Sere ee eaten oe ond ay yey week T 159 
Se re er ee eer ee ee 65 1, 596 


Troops are also stationed at various other places in Florida, but the specification of the force present 
is, for the same reason, omitted. 

3. Many of the officers reported “absent” by their respective commanders are serving elsewhere in 
Florida, on duty connected with the service in that quarter. 

The number on the sick list, as reported October 31, is about 359 present. 


STAFF, 
Four aides-de-camp, two quartermasters, six assistant quartermasters, one commissary, five surgeons, 
twenty assistant surgeons. 
o ha . y : 
R. JONES, Adjutant General of the Army. 


Apsctant GENeERAL’s Orricr, Washington, November 30, 1837. 





Memorandum of the volunteer force provided for the service in Florida in aid of the suppression of the 
hostilities of the Seminole Indians. 


Missouri mounted volunteers, about ...... ENE AG Aeneas Abe ia xe eee eae err 477 
Tennessee mounted volunteers, about... 2... esate tai a cetucl PA yin kPa 5 eas ee ee 504 
Alabama mounted volunteers, about ............ Pieeedmeniesiusass es ina aes are he Oe rere ‘ 906 
We eemimton city, D. ©., (foot)... cece eee CT eT ree ere ee ee eer errr r Terry 66 
PRURGCIONIG, (1008) 2.65 ccc cceee cece cces OP eT ee ee eT eee ee Me Pebat Ramses as 425 
a) ee SWtneee en waewe eer ee ee eee wrrre NM4KAM ACRES 250 


2, 628 
The above statement of volunteers is derived from the muster-rolls received at the Adjutant 
General’s office, (except the 250 raised at New Orleans,) which force is supposed to have arrived 
in Florida in all November. Volunteers for Florida have been authorized to be raised in New 
York and Baltimore, but it is not known how many will be mustered into service. 
Returns of the Florida volunteers are irregular and seldom received, and are supposed to 
be but partially made; the commanding general reports the difficulties and the delay in obtaining 





them. The number of volunteers of the Territory may be estimated at about............ ce 3,058 

oe rr wet ye ne oe ee ee ee mews 20 

United States seamen, under Lieutenant Powell of the navy. ......... 20 eee cece ce wees cece 100 
Of the Indian force authorized to be raised for the Florida service, 178 under Lieutenant Poole, 

3d artillery, left Jefferson Barracks for Tampa Bay on October 11 ........... eRe aneeeen 178 

4, 306 


ALEX. MACOMB, Major General, Commanding-in-chief. 


Heapquarrers OF THE Army, Washington, November 30, 1837. 
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ApscTant General’s Orrice, Washington, November 30, 1837. 


Statement showing the whole number of recruits enlisted in the army from January 1 to September 30, 1837, 
inclusive, according to the last returns received. 


GENERAL RECRUITING SERVICE, EASTERN DEPARTMENT. 

















' Colonel I. Cutler, 4th infantry, general superintendent. 
New York, New York......... a. 2 Martinsburg, Pennsylvania..... ia 10 
Albany, New York..... SP ee 164 Providence, Rhode Island.......... 8 
Utica, New York..... rer Paw: Tae Pittsburg, Pennsylvania .......... 17 
Rochester, New York. 2.026.626.0685. 110 Sroukiyn, New York... ....066.0. 42 
Byescuae, NOW Tork... i505... 0200. , 117 a ree 1] 
Schenectady, New York ............ 98 Newport, Kentucky ............. ; 53 
Buffalo, New York ...... Merete eiey , 219 Newark, New Jersey...........+. 34 
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania.......... 369 a ‘ 18 
Patiemore, MOryiand. 2... 0.4.66. 000. 192 Lynchburg, Virginia..... eqemawe ke 12 
Wredeviek, Maryland. ...6...0s6cness 24 Dover, New Hampshire ..... reery 4 
Zoston, Massachusetts........ aici 286 -— 
Hertiord, Conmectiout. .....0565644% .  26¢ Total No. enlisted in eastern department. 3, 027 
WESTERN DEPARTMENT.* 
Lieutenant Colonel John Bliss, 6th infantry, general superintendent. 
Wewport, Reatecky .... 6.66 6560505 10 ; Cincinnati, Ohio.......... dn hitelaand 4 
Pittsburg, Pennsylvania ...... err 1] | - 
bowlievitle, Rentucky ........6.0665> 10 | Total No. enlisted in western department. 46 
Oe, a, PON so 6455 46 hack oes 11 a 
3, 073 
BY REGIMENTS. 
Ist reziment of dragoons............ 31 | Ist regiment of infantry...... i oe 51 
2d regiment of dragoons............ 233 | 2d regiment of infantry .......... ‘ 90 
| 3d regiment of infantry ........... 58 
ee eer ere reer .. 264 | 4th regiment of infantry ......... ‘ 61 
| Sth regiment of infantry ..... aioe 30 
Ist regiment of artillery ............ 11 6th regiment of infantry ....... ee 24 
2d regiment of artillery............ , 71 | ‘th regiment of infantry .......... 64 
3d regiment of artillery............. 20 — 
4th regiment of artillery ..... east ae ; 10 | Total infantry...... ipeean eas ... 378 
‘cia | West Point detachment....... Peer re eee 32 
es ee : —— 
Total number enlisted from January 1 to September 30, 1837............. 0.22006. 3, 859 
To the above may be added the mumber of recruits ascertained to have been enlisted 
during the month of October, 1837....... Cup RAG SESA Ke hs aaeneaRSNN ORS 357 
Total number enlisted from January 1 to September 30, 1837........ ee Pe 4, 216 
Amount of recruiting funds advanced to officers of the army from January 1 to September 
RE ae kee Phan Se KKK OER eee ere oreo Tere Tree sissies Serer we 
Amount of those funds accounted for within the same period......... er eer eee eseeee 22,858 55 
Balance in hands of recruiting officers on the 30th of September, 1837............. 1,891 45 


Respectfully submitted. 
R. JONES, Adjutant General. 
Major General ALEXANDER Macomp, General-in-chief, Washington, D. C. 


= The inconsiderable number of men enlisted in the western country induced the discontinuance of the recruiting service 
in this department since the Ist of May, when a portion of the ofticers were ordered to the eastern department, and the residve 
to join their regiments. The station and depot at Newport, Kentucky, has been continued, and Louisville recently re-estab- 
lished ; and both are under the direction of the general superintendent at New York. 
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No. I. 
Proposed organization of each regiment of dragoons, artillery, and infantry. 
ee eer | + + t= t+ 4 t leek Ut 
| | | | | 2 | | I “ | ea 
ler ae | = | | = 15 
des a | tet jet 4 | E igs |e* 
3 oe | | eso ee | | = ie lege 
; | | ae eta a ed | zc pie eens 
: = are ee Le...s eee ae | Fe} Le es 
Regiment of— | 5 | 1'Zisis UP ae: ee | | | a |< |Ss 
| < gia/2 Se we ee cree ae 2 s : | bee et & 
i. |& wae =a Hi a ae l= a ccs fms Ome eta Pe = Fa eI “ Ps eS seo an) es 
Saeed ea tees ee ties | ee ee ee | ee te Ss, 5 = Be eae ee 
fe velia is) 721213 ek ee ee ee oe = = 3 oI 2 | @ lem | £ 
ISiISIPISISIEISIFI EB | SIFTS ITS S12 l/Bliea2tie([2]5 [82] & 
HOfaleic¢ianin|/#HIo;] & | a | aw < mn | 6 = n & <joa | |& < 
— ir tama > ee Seana oy a - i saa cao = | ~~ - ati 2 ee a ee ae lied | es ™~ 
Dragoons........--6| 1| 1, 1] 1) 2] 1/ 1/10] 10 | 10 | 10 | 10 | 40 | 40 | 20 | 10 10 |......} 660) 34 | 804] 838 


Artillery........0066] 1] 1] 1] 2) 2|....[..../ 10] 20 | 20 | 10 | 10 | 40 | 40 | 20 J........006.] 30 650} 54 | 80 

















tei 24 81 0) OE Blew “te So Ve oo we Se wk me heer pers aoe 











Notre.—The adjutant is to be taken from among the subualterns, and to be an additional officer. 
Qregiments Of dragoOns.... ceseesesvececseessecee PITPTrIerrrrrertir 
4 regiments of artillery. 2.2.0. cccccccccces oc cccc coer cccccs eevee ceeees cess once 
12 regiments Of infantry......cccoccccccs coccscccccccs coe oe cocccccccccccece 
Proposed force of artillery, infantry, and dragoons. ....cccccecccscccecccccccecccscccccccccseseseseses 10,132 
No. 1—Continued. 
Proposed organization of each company of dragoons, artillery, and infantry. 
iia ae gr aia iii ale |. | | 
| | = | “| 
| | | an 
| 3B | =o | 5 
Company of— Ee = = a | | S 
j i; =o = = — | 2 Lae = 
s = a ae | & a ee = = 
gisisi#bBi s |}sel/eia]s]éis 
2 é Ss | ¢ = sigizi#zigé 
ie | ee © s S 5 = Z| 3 3 r=) 
5 = L L eo hn | oO = | 7 = < 
BS = 2 ae pean preaieen) Ce Ue eine Coen pastas | = a : 
EPEREOONGE 2000 000000 000060 0000'be0nee'000s00e0e00s ] 1 1 1 | 4 4; 2 ] lt lsseots| OD. | Ss | 80 | 8&3 
RUEXV ore -beb sean ecabeo bees carenseonswaraves| A) | 2 1 1 4 1 BS iesneas ions ve) 3 | 65 |S 80 | 8 





SOE: ccudie seks ascsep annus cseneeenne eccece l 1 1 l 











No. 2. 
Proposed distribution of the troops. 





Regiments. 
: Total regi- 
| | ments. 


Dragoons.| Artillery. | Infantry. 
| 








For the seaboard, including the forts cn the Gulf of Mexico.......... snbiab pou bchebesunhacsssaeauen Sonne sees sess 





4 

Porthe posts in Morda and Alabama. ooiss occ <0s 0000000000000 0esbes vevseeseee ee ccccccces coceccccccvcvcloses oe 000|rccces sees 1 1 
For Baton BOuke « os.occicseiccccicves ivesmbaod Lbenacacsstecbeemtsoehoners Sseeewe baneee Si sSeeneeeapaeee Shani eewaceerseleaseeaaene 1 1 
Tce SME coc ne ks ekhaehb eas ass Susan oes éneswe saneee ey Te et ee eS Senor eT 2 2 
i rn SUOMEK. 6 chsh bincesse eens scehese pnesas ob onessedicoos eebeehiceeke™ tinea soenncabeisenail 1 | . | 2 3 
For the Missouri frontier............ paSsAR haben bus ShAkSRSEACESESaNBE SASS BRE ‘eeeuwe be a eer. 1 lene meme 1 2 
Sue eT PRIEMURE, SOMINWE 2505 555s cc bbkb w8sow oes 62k ee dsloeesccdens sees esi delieceidstacas duik cc tualtbicunmadnbeckaleess 2 2 
For the Upper Mississippi and across the country to the lakes.......... se vccscoccecccceccccccce eecccccecees Mc aaaa cee sevens 1 1 
1 1 

1 1 


PA SU BRK MIDRUION, 6505 505s0suwedecevseeeenceea paneenk mabe eSeuseew pbs Es ees haaouee Tye eee Koee sean laseeeas ss 


For the northern and eastern frontier...... ....e0. beeen -eneee bd seu whs Sabb 0 eh eb ees 65404000 Ndse ss bases os 
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No. 8. 
REPORT OF THE ACTING QUARTERMASTER GENERAL. 


QUARTERMASTER GeNERAL’s Orrice, Washington, November 20, 1837. 


Sir: In compliance with your order, I have the honor to submit a report of the operations of the 
quartermaster’s dcpartment during the fiscal year which terminated with the 30th of September last 

By the last annual report which embraced in part the expenditures of the third quarter of the year 
1836, the aggregate balance in the hands of the various disbursing officers * 
and agents for which accounts had not then been rendered, was...... .. $1,001, 538 71 

To which is to be added— 
1. The remittances made to those officers, namely: 


In the fourth quarter of 1836 .................... $837, 215 89 
In the first quarter of 1837.............. peau ‘ 1, 309, STT 22 
In the second quarter of 1837... .........6cccccces 815, 386 24 
In the third quarter of 1837........ eek Ree endwed ‘ 907, 483 99 





3, 869, 661 34 
The funds derived from the sales of public property which had become 

unfit for service, or was no longer required for public use, and from 

rents for public grounds and buildings not occupied for military pur- 

REE. ons se4 ens sse eens REO eT EAs EOI CO eee 38, 769 47 





Making an aggregate, comprising the outstanding balances, the remit- 
tances, the funds de rived from other sources, o ee bck CASH ARORWA RRR ERS $4, 909, 969 52 
Of which the following sums have been ac counted for: 

1. By expenditures, namely: 
In the fourth quarter of 1835, and the first, second, and third quarters 

of 1836, the accounts for which were received after the date of the last 


annual report ere er eee weer Tere eee Tee a6 ok 284, 687 96 
In the fourth quarter of Re a dicpecexescmirs aioe ineeteanssae 3,308, 388 36 
In the first quarter of 1837..... eeiesen Se a ee ere 1, 106, 479 46 
Ber Sere CUNT RI TEE OT TROT on. 6 iene s ccs seee sea saaes errr 837, 411 43 
In the third quarter of 1837, so far as the accounts have been received 

es ae ne wed ei eae ar ath, Nene AS iste ee de cach ae Lil 911, 805 17 





4, 258, 572 20 
By payments into the treasury, and warrants rendered unavailable by 








‘the casualties of service, which were returned and cancelled....... 46, 355 13 
Making the aggregate accounted for during the fiscal year......... 0.0. cece eee eee 4, 304, 927 33 





And leaving in the hands of disbursing officers and agents, to be hereafter accounted for, 
an aggregate balance of ....... rere Re ee ee Tee eee OPE TE eee ere - 605, 042 19 











The various objects of improvement which were in a state of suspense at the date of the last annual 
report, from the want of officers to superintend their execution, have remained so during the present year; 
nor can they be resumed or prosecuted with effect, under existing circumstances, without some augmenta- 
tion of the force of the department. The only one in which any progress has been made is the contem- 
plated Morninigen A road” along the western frontier, extending from the Upper Mississippi to Red river; 
and you are aware, from a special report lately submitted to you on this subject, that but little has been 
done sauna that object. 

The commissioners to whom were assigned the survey and location of the route of this road are now 
engaged in an examination of that extensive frontier, and in treating with the various Indian tribes 
through whose country it will pass for a right of way, in conformity to the provisions of the law; but of 
their precise progress and success Iam now unable to inform you, not having received a final report of 
their operations. It is believed, however, that no injury will result from the delay that has occurred, as 
it will afford an opportunity of reviewing the subject in connexion with a general plan of defence, and of 
correcting what appears to me to be an error in the present scheme, which regards this road as a very 
important element in the means of protecting the frontier. 

I have aiready had occasion, in complying with a previous call on me, to present to you my humble 
views in detail on this subject. It will, therefore, only be necessary to observe here, that while roads 
leading towards the frontier, from the great sources of supply in the interior, are of the utmost importance 
as a means of defence, by facilitating military operations, those running parallel with the frontier, and 
passing through the Indian country by a gratuitous concession, cannot be of much utility, even in time of 
peace, and, from their liability to constant interruption by the enemy, will become wholly useless in time 
of war. 

This feature in the present plan of defence seems to have originated in the idea of making the posts 
on the line of the frontier, though very widely separated, dependent on each other for support, while, by 
the plainest principle of military science, they should rely in common upon reserves stationed at eligible 
positions in the rear, held in readiness to be thrown forward to the point of alarm by rapid water 
conveyance and by roads diverging to the frontier. 

I would therefore respectfully submit for your consideration the expediency of suspending the applica- 
tion of the money appropriated by the act of July 2, 1836, so far as it relates to opening a military road along 
the frontier, passing west of the States of Missouri and Arkansas, as the law enjoins, and of obtaining 
authority to apply the amount provided for that object to the construction of roads leading from the depots 
vf supplies and the stations of the reserves to such posts as it may be deemed necessary to establish on 
the frontier for the protection of the border settlements. 

I would respectfully invite your attention to a serious embarrassment under which some of the dis- 
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bursing officers of this department labor, on account of payments made by them under orders from hag peng 
officers for shoeing the horses of mounted volunteers called into service under the act of May 23, 1836. 
Those payments have been rejected by the accounting officers of the treasury as repugnant to the act of 
March 19, 1836, which provides forty cents per day to volunteers “for the use and risk” of their horses. 
As shocing is indispensably necessary to insure the efficiency of the horses after they are received into 
service, and appears to me to be no more precluded by the allowance made for their use and risk than 
forage, which is allowed with a view to the same object, I do not concur in the decision of the accounting 
officers. But as the difficulty is supposed to result from the law, it will require legislative provision to 
relieve the disbursing agents from their embarrassment. The volunteers having been discharged from 
se phy the payments, even if they be wrong, cannot possibly be recovered from them; and unless the 
case be provided for, the losses must ultimately fall on the officers who gave the orders, some of whom 
have likewise been discharged from the public service. 

In the last annual report, which it devolved on me to make to your predecessor, I urged, in general 
terms, the necessity for enlarging and improving the organization of the quartermaster’s department, 
so as to enable it to discharge its heavy duties with becoming promptness and efficiency; and in a subse- 
quent special report, dated the 14th of “January last, I endeavored to show the expediency of the measure 
by more detailed illustrations. As it would not be proper to repeat my suggestions here, I beg leave to 
refer you to those reports; they present, very fully, my humble views on the subject, and I could add but 
little more than to say that those views have been strengthened and confirmed by the experience of 
another year. 

A reference to the fiseal exhibits of the department for the last two years will serve to convey some 
idea of the vast extent of its responsibilities, though a very inadequate one of its duties, and the labor 
incident to such heavy operations. The expenditures for that period have somewhat exceeded six million 
three hundred and fifty thousand dollars. From the want of an ei ite organization, a considerable 
portion of those expenditures has necessarily been thrown upon temporary arents, without sufficient 
experience to enable them to guard the public interest effectually, and heavy losses have undoubtedly been 
sustained by want of proper system and arrangement, even whcre all may have acted in perfect good faith. 

But, frem discoveries recently made, there is reason to fear that, in spite of all the vigilance that can 
be exercised by the accounting officers in the scrutiny of accounts, extensive frauds have been practiced 
upon the public by some of those temporary agents, acting in collusion with claimants in some instances, 
and in others with officers of the militia and volunteers in the service of the United States, who have thus 
shown themselves capable of tarnishing an honorable profession by associating with it a sordid spirit of 
gain. !t has already been my duty to bring to your notice two cases of this kind, and under your order 
civil prosecutions are now in progress against the offenders, for the recovery of the money and the pun- 
ishment of the crime. As it is due to justice that the guilty should be exposed in order that the innocent 
may be relieved from suspicion, I annex to this peer copies of all the papers in the cases J a apt to. 

With an adequate organization, composed of faithful and experienced officers, the chicf of a depart- 

ment may be held to a just si seed for ne shave r application to the public service of the Pt con- 
fided to his administrative control; but if, from the want of such provision, the expenditure of a large portion 
of those funds is necessarily thrown upon faithless or incompetent agents, in whose selection he has had 
no hand, that responsibility will be much impaired, if not entirely destroyed. 

It is gratifying to perceive that the name of no officer of the regular army is associated with the 
transactions referred to, except as the detector and exposer of the frands. Though serving their country 
for a pittance which is scarcely adequate to a decent support, they yet maintain their integrity unblemished, 
and show themselves superior to the temptations of gain, as well as the corrupting influence of the vicious 
associations into which a more than doubtful policy has thrown them, 

I have the honor to be, sir, your most obedient servant, 
T. CROSS, Acting Quartermaster General, 


Ifon. Jorn R. Porserr, Secretary of War. 


Documents accompanying the Quartermaster General’s annual report. 


QvarTERMASTER GENERAL'S Orrice, Washington, August 21, 1837. 

Sm: I submit, for your information and order in the case, a letter from Lieutenant S. P. Heintzelman, 
acting assistant quartermaster at Columbus, Georgia, enclosing sundry papers going to establish the 
perpetration of an extensive frand which has been committed against the United States, in that vicinity, 
by « collusive understanding between Captain James C. Boyd, of the Alabama mounted volunteers, John 
M. Sanders, lieutenant, and Michael Connel, who styles himself “quartermaster of Captain Boyd’s company. 

Lieutenant Heintzelman had innocently paid those fictitious accounts, amounting to $6,570 20, without 
suspicion, on the joint certificate of Captain Boyd and his self-styled quartermaster, setting forth their 
general correctness, and specifically “that the forage had been actually purchased of J. M. Sanders, and 
justly and nece waned issued to the company ; and that the team charged for as hired to haul provisions, 
forage, and baggage, was thus employed in the service of the United States during the period stated, 
and was necessary to enable the troops to operate against the Creek Indians.” 

The accompanying letter of Mr. Leonard Abererombie and the deposition of Jeremiah Walker will show 
how far those certificates conformed to the truth. The transaction needs no comment. Supposing it to 
be truly represented, (and, so far, Captain Boyd, though apprised of the imputations against him, has 
produced no counter-evidence,) it is eminently disgraceful to those concerned in it, considering that they 
were all at the time holding commissions in the military service, which entitled their certificates to credit 
in establishing the facts which are to determine the propriety of claims against the United States. I 
know not whether these individuals are yet in service, nor whether there is any effective mode of reaching 
them; but if there is, both justice and policy require that they should be made examples of. 

Lieutenant Heintzelman cannot be made re sponsible for the accuracy of facts of which he could know 
nothing, and which were vouched for by his superior officer with the usual formality. He was, I think, 
under the circumstane es, and the latitude with which militia transactions are always regarded, justified 
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in making the payments, and should, therefore, receive credit for the amount. But this will involve the 
very grave principle of admitting a charge against the public treasury, knowing it to be fraudulent. 

How else he is to be relieved from the heavy responsibility in which he has thus been involved by the 
acts of others Iam not able to suggest; but that he is entitled to relief cannot, I think, be denied. 

I fear, sir, this is but one detected case out of hundreds of like character that have occurred during 
the late disturbances on the frontiers. Such abuses are incidental to the vicious system of employing 
a large militia and volunteer force to effect, at an almost countless expense, what might be so much better 
done by a moderate increase of the regular army. If, in despite of experience, that species of force is to 
be relied upon, we cannot too soon extend the disbursing departments of the regular staff, so as to have 
trustworthy agents sufficient to attend them, and thus keep the expenditures in faithful hands. 

In no other way, allow me to add, can a just accountability be attained. 

I have the honor to be, sir, your obedient servant, 
T. CROSS, Acting Quartermaster General. 

Hon. J. R. Pornserr, Secretary of War, Washington. 





Cotumsus, Georgia, July 12, 183 

Str: I have the honor to enclose herewith a copy of an affidavit of Jeremiah S. Walker, in reference to 
some accounts I paid on Captain James C. Boyd’s certificate for team hire and forage for the use of his 
company. 

Since I have had the affidavit, Captain Boyd has been here, and assured me he could furnish 
counter-affidavit to this statement, and that it is alla political affair. [ yesterday saw an individual 
from the neighborhood where the company was stationed, and have had letters from there stating that 
Captain Boyd had offered half the amount he got for team hire to the individual purporting to have signed 
the account to induce him to remain quict, and is obtaining certificates from individuals of his company 
under the promise of reward; and further, that he seldom had over a dozen men of his command embodied 
at one time. 

The three accounts I have paid are vouchers Nos. 108, 109, and 110, abstract B, 2d quarter 1837. 
The two forage accounts are signed by John M. Sanders, a lieutenant of the company, 

Ihave no doubt the accounts certified to by Captain Boyd are entirely fictitious, and that no such 
transactions took place. 

He is also accused of having forged the names of several persons to a power of attorney, and has 
drawn pay for several individuals who never rendered any service. He will probably be prosecuted for 
this last act. 

The above statement, &c., are respectfully laid before you for instructions. 

I have the honor to be, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 


Ss. P. HEINTZELMAN, Lieutenant and A. A. Quartermaster. 


Major Trueman Cross, Acting Quartermaster General U. S. Army, Washington. 


P. S.—I also enclose a copy of a letter received from a respectable gentleman in that neighborhood 


S. P. i. 





Muscocrr County, Georgia: 

Personally appeared before me, George Chatfield, one of the justices of the peace in and for said 
county, Jeremiah 5. Walker, and made oath that he was a private in Captain James C. Boyd’s company of 
mounted Alabama volunteers, in the service of the United States for the suppression of Indian hostili- 
ties; and that the men of said company, during their term of service, furnished their own rations of pro- 
visions and forage, and that there was no team hired for the transportation of the provisions, forage, &c., 
and the transportation of the baggage of said company, but that the men of said company furnished and 
carried, themselves, their own provisions, forage, baggage, &c.; and that the team said to be hired of 
John Barkley was never employed for the use of said company; and that no forage was furnished by J. 
M. Sanders, as certified to by Captain James C. Boyd in two accounts against the United States, receipts 
bearing date June 14, 1837. 

JEREMIAH S. WALKER. 
GEORGE CHATFIELD, Justice of the Peace. 

Cotumsus, Georgia, June 29, 1837. 


A true copy. 
S. P. HEINTZELMAN, Lieutenant 2d U. S. Infantry. 


{Voucher 108—Abstract B. ] 
The United States to John M. Sanders, Dr. 


March 29, 1837.—For 166} bushels of corn, at $2 per bushel, is............0 ce eeee esse sess $332 50 
For 5,320 pounds of fodder, at three cents per pound.............eeee eee: 159 60 








492 10 


_-———— 
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Montcomery, Alabama: 

I do certify that the above account, amounting to four hundred and ninety-two dollars and ten cents, 
is correct and just; and that the forage was actually purchased of said Sanders for the use of Captain 
Boyd’s company of mounted Alabama volunteers, in the service of the United States for the suppression 
of Indian hostilities; and that it has been correctly and necessarily issued to the command, 

MICHAEL CONNEL, 
Quartermaster of Captain Boyd's company of Alabama volunteers, in service of the United States. 
JAMES C. BOYD, Captain, Commanding. 


Received, Columbus, Georgia, June 14, 1837, of Lieutenant S. P. Heintzelman, assistant quartermaster 


United States army, the sum of four hundred and ninety-two dollars and ten cents, in full of the above 


account. 
JOHN M. SANDERS. 





[Voucher 109—Abstract B.] 
The United States to Ino. Barkley, Dr. 


1837.—For the service of one wagon and team, and driver, in hauling provisions and forage, 
&c., and in transporting the baggage of the troops operating against the Creek Indians, 
from the twenty-ninth of January to the tenth of June, 1837, being one hundred and thirty- 


‘ ; $665 00 


his anode dhe OME Heeb e re wees PKs cokes eeeRew eR 


I do certify that the above account is correct; that the wagon, team, and driver, were employed in the 
service of the United States during the period therein stated, and for the purposes therein mentioned; and 
that the services were necessary to enable the troops to operate against the Creek Indians. 

MICHAEL CONNEL, 
Quartermaster of Captain Boyd’s company of Alabama voiunteers, in service of the United States. 
JAMES C. BOYD, Captain, Commanding. 

Received, Columbus, Georgia, June 14, 1837, of Lieutenant S. P. Heintzelman, acting assistant quarter- 

master United States army, the sum of six hundred and sixty-five dollars, in full of the above account. 


JOHN BARKLEY. 





[ Voucher 110—Abstract B.] 


The United States to John M. Sanders, Dr. 


NS 6 5 8h kw REET ROUNDS CENSUS ARAN OE DEORE RO KS vereue $3,657 50 
920 pounds fodder, at $3............. ew ae Re OR RRS wwii. haw ee 


1837.—For 


1,828 
For 58,52 


5,413 10 


Macon County, Alabama: 

I do certify that the above account, amounting to five thousand four hundred and thirteen dollars 
and ten cents, is just and correct, and that the said forage was purchased of the said Sanders, for the use 
of Captain Boyd’s company of mounted Alabama volunteers, in the United States service for the suppres- 
sion of Iadian hostilities; and that the forage has been justly and necessarily issued to the command. 

MICHAEL CONNEL, 
Quartermaster of Captain Boyd’s company of Alabama volunteers, in service of the United States. 
JAMES C. BOYD, Captain, Commanding. 

Received, Columbus, Georgia, June 14, 1837, of Lieutenant S. P. Heintzelman, acting assistant 

quartermaster United States army, the sum of five thousand four hundred and thirteen dollars and ten 


JOHN M. SANDERS. 


cents, in full of the above account. 


Cupanacua, July 8, 1837. 


Sir: I have seen a copy of the accounts presented to you by Captain James C. Boyd and Lieutenant 
Sanders, who commanded a few volunteers in this neighborhood for a short time during the Indian war. 
A great fraud has been practiced on the government. It is a fact that can be testified to by fifty or more 
respectable men, that Mr. Barkley had no wagon in the service, and that there never was any forage supplied 
by Mr. Sanders. 1 have Mr. Barkley’s certificate that he never had any team in the service, and that he 
never authorized any person to draw or receipt for any money; and the quartermaster, Michael Connel, 
declares he never made out those forage accounts and certificates accompanying them. Many persons are 
returned as members of that company that did not belong to the company, and their pay drawn as members 
and withheld from them. These facts can be established, and this community wishes this fraud examined 


into and corrected. 
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You will excuse the liberty I take, as a stranger, with you. Judge Colqiett, or Seaborn Jones, esq., 
can inform you what reliance should be placed in my statement, and who I am. 


Yours, respectfully, 
LEONARD ABERCROMBIE. 
P. S.—Captain Boyd is obtaining certificates from some of the members of his company upon promises 


of reward. 
Lis Ay 


A true copy. 
S. P. HEINTZELMAN, Lieutenant and Acting Assistant Quartermaster. 





Cotumsus, Georgia, August 21, 1837. 
Sir: I have the honor to enclose herewith a paper received from Captain James C. Boyd, in relation 
to some accounts I paid on his certificate, referred to in a letter addressed to your office dated Columbus, 
Georgia, July 12, 1837. 
I have the honor to be, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
S. P. HEINTZELMAN, Lieutenant and Acting Assistant Quartermaster. 


Major Trueman Cross, Acting Quartermaster General U. 8. Army, Washington. 


Juty 6, 1837. 


State or AtaBama, Macon County: 

We, the undersigned, do affirm, upon a strict examination of all the facts and circumstances relative 
to Captain Boyd’s course of conduct in having his company discharged, and paying them off and drawing 
the pay from government officers, that he has acted honorably and with a strict regard to the interest of 
said company. We approve all he has dune, being done with the knowledge and approbation of the 
company. 

As regards turning over the amount of money drawn by names on the roll who never did any military 
duty to others, who did: that that would be the course, was known and approved of months previous to 
receiving the money. It is unjust any exceptions should be taken to Captain Boyd’s using said names, 
It meets our entire approbation, As regards the affidavit of Jeremiah 5. Walker, filed in your office, it 
is not true. Teams were employed in hauling forage, &c., for the use of company, and Captain Boyd 
has paid, or is responsible for, the amount of wages, forage, and provision. 

Rations were distributed to company. 

We do not hesitate to declare all opposition to Captain Boyd in this matter has grown out of the 
worst feelings—malice, envy, jealousy, &c.; that Walker was influenced by others to take the unwarrant- 
able course he has, which merits the utmost contempt of every worthy citizen. 

In testimony of the above, we do hereunto affix our names as members of Captain Boyd’s company. 


John M. Sanders, first lieutenant P. C. R. John McPhawl. 
Thomas Harris, second lieutenant. Klijah Sedder. 
Samuel McNeil, first sergeant. Darlen Jones. 
John H. Craddock, second sergeant. Malcolm Gillis. 


John Brown, third sergeant. Stephen Nolen. 
Alexander Brown. Alexander Nolen. 
A. J. Durant. Robert Murphey. 
William Durant. Eleaz. W. Jones. 
John Wolf. 


Z. Green. 
David Quarles. 


John Heath, substitute. 


Daniel McGill, second corporal. Toliver Norris. 
Benjamin Simmons, third corporal. C L. Motley. 
William Simmons. Gilbert Gilchrist. 


William Myrick. Robert Peques. 
James Myrick. M. Connel. 
Abram Myrick. C. Connel. 
William Reynolds. T. Connel. 
Alexander McDaniel. C. S. Reynolds. 
John Gillis. 


I do hereby certify Captain Boyd’s conduct concerning this matter is correct, to the best of my 
knowledge. 
Juty 12, 1837. 
AtaBama, Macon County: 
I do hereby certify the above is a correct copy of the original. 
JOSEPH P. CLOUGH, J. C. IL C. 


Aveust 5, 1837. 
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Decision of the Secretary of War on the case of Captain Boyd. 
“ Aveust 24, 1837, 
“Prompt measures ought to be taken to investigate the facts set forth in this report, and, if they 
prove correct, to bring the parties to this scandalous fraud to trial. A civil suit ought likewise to be 
brought against them to recover the money which they have obtained thus fraudulently. Let such a 
statement be made as will enable the Secretary to place the matter in the hands of the Solicitor of the 
Treasury, in order to the bringing of a civil suit, and ap indictment be lodged against the parties for 


“J. Rh. POINSETT.” 


presenting false accounts. 





QvuanRTERMASTER GENERAL'S Orrice, Washington, August 25, 1837. 

Sir: IL availed myself of the first moment of time that could be spared from more pressing engage- 
ments, in reference to supplies for the next campaign in Florida, to lay your report of the 12th ultimo, 
together with its enclosures and the vouchers therein mentioned, before the Secretary of War. He has 
called for such a statement of ‘the case as will enable him to place the subject in the hands of the Solicitor 
of the Treasury, with a view to a civil suit against Captain Boyd and his colleagues in the fraud for the 
recovery of the money, and to an indictment against them for presenting false accounts. You will there- 
fore take measures to collect additional testimony in the case, and report any further facts that may 
disclose themselves in the course of your investigations. Henceforth you will discredit the certificates of 
all the parties to this fraud, and pay no claim contracted by all or any one of them, or depending upon 
their testimony. If this company be still in service you will notify Captain Boyd that he must make his 
requisitions on you for all supplies due io his command, and then you will furnish them in the usual way. 
I enclose you a printed copy of the act of Congress of March 19, 1836, “to provide for the payment of 
volunteers and militia corps in the service of the United States,” from which you will perceive that where 
they furnish themselves with forage (which they must do where there is no authorized agent to provide 
it) they are entitled to a commutation of money, to be received through the pay department. 

The accounts in question, even if they had been contracted in good faith, were not accompanied by 
the collateral evidence which might reasonably have been required by you to warrant their payment. 
You should, at least, have had requisitions showing the number of horses and the period for which they 
had been foraged. 

As it is, there is nothing to show the proper application of the forage which you paid for, amounting 
to near six thousand dollars—whether it was fed to the company in a week or a month. You should not 
have paid for more than the regulated allowance, and this could only be ascertained by the number of 
horses and the time they had been in service. 

The expenditures at your station have greatly exceeded my calculations, and I think it time they 
had nearly ceased. You will not draw any further drafts for funds. Such as are necessary will be 
remitted on your estimates, which must be made sparingly. Iam, myself, not aware of the necessity of 
keeping a volunteer force in service in your vicinity. It is presumed, however, to have been called out 
by competent authority. 

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
T. CROSS, Acting Quartermaster General. 


Lieutenant &. P. HWersrzenman, Acting Assistant QGuartermaster, Columbus, Georgia. 


CoLumBus, Georgia, September 14, 1837. 

Sir: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letter dated August 25, 1837, referring to 
some accounts presented by Captain J. C. Boyd, of the Alabama volunteers. 

Since my former letter I have seen several persons from the neighborhood where these transactions 
took place. They all assert that the accounts presented by Captain Boyd and his first lieutenant, J. 
M. Sanders, are fictitious, and that no such transactions took place. 

They corroborate, in every particular, Walker’s affidavit. Philip H. Raisford, postmaster at Cubaha- 
chee, Michael Connel, acting as quartermaster to the company, Nathan Crawford, Daniel Scurlock, L. 
Abercrombie, with many more in the same neighborhood, can testify to these facts. 

Several suits will be commenced by individuals against Captain Boyd for forgery, in signing their 
names to a power of attorney, on which le drew their pay from the paymaster, as soon as the original 
power of attorney can be procured from Major Muhlenberg, the paymaster. 

The statement. furnished by Captain Boyd, and signed by some members of his company, which I 
have forwarded to your office, is of no weight, as such papers can easily be obtained in this country from 
the ignorant and vicious. Swindling the government is, by many, considered as no crime. 

Captain Boyd furnished me requisitions, showing the number of horses and time for which forage 
was drawg. From these I made out a statement, and found that the accounts did not quite cover the 
requisitions. I could have had a formal requisition made out to cover the amount paid for, which the 
captain, I have no doubt, would have signed without any hesitation; but it would have been no check to 
the fraudulent transaction. 

There has been a much larger volunteer force in this country, and for a much longer period, than I 
supposed necessary; but they were called out by proper authority, and have been mustered and paid. 

It was necessary they should have supplies. If I had not furnished them, they would have procured 
them from other sources, and the government, in the end, put to a much greater expense. 

I have always furnished a much smaller quantity than their estimates called for, but always found 
that to be enough. 

An officer of the army, of rank, with a few regular troops, I have no doubt, would, in a much shorter 
time, have picked up all stragglers and prevented some outrages, with a great saving of expense. 

















1837. | REPORT OF THE SECRETARY OF WAR. 611 





There are, at present, but two companies of volunteers in service near the line of Alabama and West 
Florida, and from 100 to 150 miles from Irwinton, from whence they draw most of their forage. 

I wished them to draw their supplies from the Gulf of Mexico, by means of the rivers traversing the 
district of country to which the Indians have fled, which would have saved a very difficult and expensive 
land carriage; but they objected on account of there being no roads. 

Colonel Welborn, who has command, is sick; when he gets well, I understand, he intends to scour 
the country below, pick up the last stragglers, and disband his forces. 

I have the honor to be, sir, very respectfully, &c., 
5. P. HEINTZELMAN, Lieutenant and Acting Assistant (Quartermaster. 


Major Trueman Cross, Acting Quartermaster General U. S. Army, Washington. 





(JUARTERMASTER GENERAL'S Orrice, Washington, October 7, 1837. 


Sir: 1 enclose you, by direction of the Secretary of War, the National Intelligencer of this date, 
containing a speech of Mr. Wise, of the House of Representatives, alleging a fraudulent transaction on 
the part of D. G. Skinner, quartermaster of the Alabama militia, with W. W. Crenshaw, clerk of the 
steamer Anna Calhoun. On a reference to your accounts (supposing that you might have reimbursed 
the amount alleged to have been paid) I do not find trace of any such transaction, and the only evidence 
on file of the agency of Skinner is his receipt to Lieutenant Colonel Henry Stanton for one hundred 
dollars, placed in his hands, with the sanction of General Jesup, on the 23d September, 18386, for expendi- 
ture at Irwinton. For this advance he has not rendered any account. 

You will immediately institute a thorough investigation in the case, and report the result to this 
office as early as practicable. 

Tam, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
T. CROSS, Acting Quartermaster General. 


Lieut. 5. P. Hernrzenaan, Acting Assistant Quartermaster, Columbus, Georgia. 


CottmBus, Georgia, November 3, 1837. 


Sir: In obedience to your instructions in your letter of the Tth October, I have instituted a thorough 
investigation into Mr. Skinner’s case. 

Mr. Calhoun, one of the owners of the Anna Calhoun steamboat, has had the books of the boat 
thoroughly examined, but can find no trace of the transaction in the entries of freight carried, and no 
such name as A. Y. Smith occurs in the list of passengers carried by the boat. 

In February, 1836, Mr. Skinner was a merchant in Irwinton, and had no connexion with the army 
until some months later. He assisted the militia commissary in May, at Irwinton; and the latter part 
of June, or beginning of July, was appointed in General Irwin’s staff as quartermaster. 

In December last he was mustered out of service by Lieutenant Peyton and appointed agent to take 
charge of some government supplies until I could visit Irwinton and dispose of them. January, 1837, 
he was, by Captain Page, on the renewal of Creek hostilities, placed in his former situation, in which 
capacity he still acts. 

On the 24th January, 1837, the steamboat Anna Calhoun left for Mount Vernon arsenal, Alabama, 
under contract for the United States, and has not been on the Chattahoochee since. 

I have seen Mr. Skinner upon the subject, but can learn nothing from him. 

Mr. Calhoun, who has warmly interested himself in the investigation, and in whose employ W. W. 
Crenshaw now is as clerk of the steamboat Muscogee, has sent for him; but he will not be here until the 
river rises, which may not be for two months from this time. ‘This is the only opportunity I can see of 
throwing any light upon the subject. 

When I saw Mr. Skinner I suggested to him a plan to disprove the slander; but he does not appear 
to take much interest in the matter, or to be willing to follow my suggestion. 

With Mr. Calhoun’s assistance I think I will be able to arrive at the truth on W. W. Crenshaw’s 
arrival, 

I have the honor to be, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
S. P. HEINTZELMAN, Lieutenant and Acting Assistant Quartermaster. 


Major Trurman Cross, Acting Quartermaster General U. S. A., Washington City. 





Cortumsus, Georgia, November 8, 1837. 
Str: I have the honor to enclose herewith an affidavit from W. W. Crenshaw, in explanation of the 
alleged fraud said to have been perpetrated by Skinner and himself. 
Voucher 74, abstract B, second quarter 1837, the account paid A. Y. Smith for transportation, will 
explain the affidavit. 
I have the honor to be, sir, very respectfully, your obedicnt servant, ‘ 
S. P. HEINTZELMAN, Lieutenant and Acting Assistant Quartermaster. 


Major Trueman Cross, Acting Quartermaster General U. S. A., Washington. 


Muscocer County, Georgia: 

Personally appeared before me, Michael N. Clarke, one of the justices of the peace in and for said 
county, W. W. Crenshaw, and, being duly sworn, made oath as follows: That I was clerk on board the 
steamboat Hyperion, Captain J. Y. Smith, when she was chartered at Apalachicola by A. H. Falconer, 
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United States agent, to transport some sick Georgia volunteers to Columbus, Georgia; and that the 
charter was eleven hundred dollars, of which amount one thousand was to go to the boat for the transporta- 
tion, and one hundred to the said Faleoner—one thousand being all Captain Smith asked for the trans- 
portation; that I had a conversation with A. Y. Sinith, at Columbus, Georgia, on the subject of frauds 
against the United States, but that Skimner’s name was not mentioned in connexion with the subject, nor 
any other name; and, further, that no such transaction ever took place on board the steamboat Anna 
Calhoun as that sworn to by A. Y. Smith in an affidavit dated Wheeling, September 30, 1837, and 
published in the National Intelligencer, dated October 7, 1837. 
W. W. CRENSHAW. 
MICHAEL N. CLARKE, J. P. 


Cotumprvs, Georgia, November 8, 1837. 


ORDER, No. 92. 


Ifeapqvarters Army or THE Sovtu, Tampa Bay, Florida, April 24, 1837. 

1. The sick of the Alabama and Georgia battalions of mounted volunteers which have been desig- 
nated by the inspector general as unfit for further service in the field during the present season, with the 
necessary number of attendants, will be moved immediately to their homes. The detachment of Alaba- 
mians will proceed, under charge of Lieutenant Padget, via New Orleans, the Mississippi and Tennessee 
rivers, to Bellefonte landing, on the latter river, where they will be debarked. The Georgia detachment 
will proceed, under charge of an officer or some competent non-commissioned officer, to be designated by 
Captain Bishop, via the Apalachicola and Chattahoochee rivers, to Columbus, Georgia, where they will be 
debarked. 

3y order of Major General Jesup. 

J. A, CHAMBERS, Lieufenant, A. D. C., and Acting Adjutant General. 


Know all men by these presents that James Y. Smith, master and part owner of the steamer 
Hyperion, now being in this port, hath contracted with A. H. Falconer, agent for the United States at this 
place, to receive on board said steamer, and transport to Columbus, Surgeon John Maddin and sixty-four 
men, composing a detachment of Georgia volunteers, just arrived from Fort Brooke in the schooner Henry 
Lee, Captain Norton; for which said James Y. Smith is to receive eleven hundred dollars on delivery of 
the above persons (as enumerated in this list now in possession of Sergeant Mays, of said detachment) 
to any United States quartermaster in Columbus, (say Lieutenant Heintzelman. ) 

It is understood that the men find their own provisions, and have all the necessary privileges of 
cooking, and going to and fro on the deck, they being found in necessary wood and water. 

In witness whereof, we have signed duplicates of this contract this 30th day of April, 1837, in 
Apalachicola. 

JAMES Y. SMITH. 
A. H. FALCONER. 
Witness: Jonn Mappiy, Surgeon to the M. G. V. 


We hereby certify that the foregoing contract has been fulfilled by the captain, James Y. Smith, and 


owners of the said boat, and should be paid by the United States. 
JOHN MADDIN, Surgeon to the G. M. V. 


B. R. MAYS, Commanding. 
Cotumsus, May 3, 1837. 


[No. 74.—Abstract B, 2d quarter 1837.] 
The United States to James Y. Smith, Dr. 


1837.—For hire of the steamer Hyperion, from Apalachicola, Florida, to Columbus, Georgia, 
transporting troops, per contract with A. H. Falconer, agent for the United States, Apala- 
chicola, Florida, dated April 30, 1837 ..... Se ene oe inthe adh ees LOEw Eres ... $1,100 00 


I certify that the above account is correct and just, and that the transportation was accomplished 
agreeably to contract. 


Received, Columbus, Georgia, May 3, 1837, of Lieutenant S. P. Heintzelman, acting assistant quarter- 
master United States army, eleven hundred dollars, in full of the above account. 


$1,100. JAMES Y. SMITH. 


Cotumsus, Georgia, November 2, 1837. 


Sir: I have the honor to enclose herewith J. M. Morrison’s account for rent of house for hospital, and 
for mattresses for wounded Alabama volunteers, at Irwinton, Alabama, for your decision. 
Mr. Skinner has presented near $3,000 worth of accounts for forage for the Barbour county rangers. 
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It is all for fodder. At the time it is caid to have been purchased, I do not believe so much could have 
been obtained in the country. 

Some of these accounts seem to be similar to those I paid Captain Boyd’s and declined paying Captain 
Brodnax’s companies. Mr. Skinner does not know that it was purchased. He authorized the companies 
to purchase when they could find, and has certified the accounts to the amount of their requisitions. The 
plan pursued was for an officer or some member of the company who had funds to purchase all the fodder 
they met with, and introduce it in one account at some fixed price. 

The impression among the volunteers appears to be, that if the government does not furnish all the 
supplies they are entitled to, they can make out fictitious accounts for the balance, and divide the amount 
among the members. 

My object for making this statement is to inquire whether I shall pay these accounts in their present 
form; and if not, what evidence I shall require from the claimants to prove that it has not been a fictitious 
transaction. 

The forage accounts of two more companies remain unpaid besides these. 

I have the honor to be, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
8S. P. HEINTZELMAN, Lieutenant and Acting Assistant Quartermaster. 


Major Trueman Cross, Acting Quartermaster General, Washington City. 





QUARTERMASTER GENERAL’s Orrice, Washington, November 29, 1837. 

Sir: After the recent developments of frauds upon the public in your vicinity, it is no longer safe, 
either for yourself or the public interest, to continue the payment of claims purporting to have been con- 
tracted by civil agents and officers of militia or volunteers, and certified by them. You will, therefore, 
confine your payments hereafter to claims contracted by yourself, or coming so fully under your observa- 
tion as to enable you to testify to their entire correctness. 

You have erred very much in adopting the vouchers of D. G. Skinner, who calls himself quarter- 
master general of Alabama volunteers, into your accounts, and thus giving them the appearance of being 
your own transactions. In the present state of the papers, it w ould seem that you had paid the money 
directly to the claimants themselves, when in fact, as I infer from your reports, it was paid over by you 
to Mr. Skinner as a reimbursement of the amount purporting to ‘have been expended by him. Under 
these circumstances, you will perceive there is no certainty that the money will ever reach the claimants 
even where the accounts are founded upon bona fide transactions connected with the public service; but 
of this, after what we have seen, there can be no assurance whatever. 

You will immediately discharge A. H. Falconer from service, as an agent of the United States at 
Apalachicola, and all other civil agents who may be in employ in your vicinity. It is not known here 
by whom Mr. Falconer was constituted a public agent, nor has he ever been recognized as such by this 
office, or at the War Department. The same may be said of Mr. Skinner’s agency before he came into 
service as quartermaster of Alabama volunteers 

I am, sir, respectfully, your obedient servant, 
CROSS, Acting Quartermaster General. 

Lieutenant 8. P. Hemntzetman, Acting Assistant Quartermaster, St. Augustine, Florida. 





No. 9. 
REPORT OF THE COMMISSARY GENERAL OF SUBSISTENCE, 


OFrricE oF THE CommissaRY GENERAL OF StuBsIsTENCE, Washington, November 20, 1837. 
Sir: In conformity with your instructions of September 7 and 21st ultimo, I have the honor to present 
to your view a statement of moneys remitted and charged to contractors and disbursing officers of this 
department during the first, second, and third quarters “of the year, together with the balances in their 








possession Dec ember 31, 183 36, amounting We ccs Ma ebeeankeee saan Veevsssereee Be, Ore oe 
To which are to be added the balances due the latter on the settlement of their accounts 116, 287 58 
Be eee ee eee eee eee eee eer eee eT eee ee iheehoawea cseccse 2, SEGRE oe 
ee ee ee er ee ee ee ere 955, 372 OT 
a ee ee ere ee ee eee Te ee eee ee TT eee Tee 163, 469 46 


From which is to be deducted— 
This sum, charged to contractors as the difference in price of stores purchased 


to supply deficiencies arising from failures ...... Meee cana ese wees $922 TT 
Remittances made to disbursing ‘officers late in the third, for the fourth —— 
i: ee ee ere rer Tee Te ee (6cpiseseesens Oeeew Oe 


This sum, being in possession of officers who have ceased to disburse, a 
who have been ordered to deposit it in banks, to the credit of the Treasurer 





OG TO WSO DUAONE... . 55 ie cewes Miki tbe eirekWnssewe seseesece Soy we 
This sum, expended in the removal and subsistence of emigrating Indians, and 
credited on that account, and to be refunded from that appropriation.... 5,000 00 
a 87, 086 45 
Leaving the sum of. ........e se eeer es eee eee eee eens ‘t eebiendeaneakss iceneaeas 76, 383 01 


actually in possession of the disbursing officers of the department applicable to the expenditures of the 
fourth quarter of the year. 
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Of one hundred and forty officers disbursing the public moneys, under the control of the commissary 
general of subsistence, during the period above embraced, the accounts of seventeen were not received 
at the completion of this statement; five have been received since, leaving only twelve whose accounts 
are not now furnished; but there is no doubt they will reach the office in a few days. These officers have 


been actively engaged in the operations preparatory to the Florida campaign the approaching winter, and 
their accounts could not be settled and forwarded with that punctuality and promptitude displayed by 


them on ordinary service; but it is confidently believed that, if received, they would be productive of but 


little difference in the result of the statement. 
The balance to the credit of the appropriation for subsistence on the 3lst of December, 














1836, was..... cea ee we Pee ey ee Niet arene ae Mew eke ee Tee $275, 255 05 
Cs ee ee ee ee eee ee ee eee ee ee eee ee (oe 913, 445 00 
eee eer eer eee SLEDGE CRRMARCERORE HS Lk Ree nae cle 18,191 49 
Total applicable to the service of the year..... en ee eee (ie CewereGaNe 1, 206, 891 54 
The requests drawn for remittances amount to....... pee abe ekenees pvcee wr ewaelk ee 696, 008 16 
Leaving to the credit of the appropriation on the 30th of September, inclusive......... 510, 883 38 
Total amount applicable to the service of the department during the year, as above..... 1, 206, 891 54 
Amount expended per statement.............. eee ere ee ee re ee ese eee eer 955, 372 O7 
Which, if it had been drawn from the treasury, would have left no more than. ......... 251,519 47 

But to this sum is to be added— 
Balances in the hands of assistant commissaries December 31, 1836..... $135, 589 26 
Balances due to assistant commissaries September 30, 1837............. 116, 287 58 
And this sum, being on account of sales to officers and citizens on the 

ee Cee Tee eee Terre ee ree a HRA eet ata 7,487 07 





259, 363 91 





ee ee ee eee ee ee ee ee ere Savomnseasio 510, 883 38 








The balances due to the disbursing officers on the settlement of their accounts arise principally from 
bills of exchange drawn by them and credited in the third, although not paid until after the commence- 
ment of the fourth quarter. 

The operations of the department have been carried on upon a scale much more extensive than at 
any former period; provisions have been supplied with the earliest despatch from every quarter whence 
purchased, and to every point required; the comfort and health of the troops have been carefully con- 
sidered; in lieu of the customary ration in Florida, low-priced French and Catalonia wines have been 
issued during the summer; and onions, potatoes, and other vegetables of an antiscorbutic nature, have 
been occasionally substituted for beans; and the assistant commissaries have received instructions to 
provide such change of diet and to add such condiments as might be required to prevent the appearance 
and to aid in the cure of disease; and every suggestion made by officers in the field to ameliorate the 
condition of the soldier has been cheerfully and promptly complied with; and it affords me very great 
pleasure to add that the reports of various officers bear ample testimony to the most beneficial results 
from the course pursued, 

Very respectfully, your most obedient servant, 
GEO. GIBSON, Commissary General of Subsistence. 

Hon. J. R. Pornsertr, Secretary of War. 
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No. 10. 
REPORT OF THE ACTING SURGEON GENERAL. 


Surgeon Generaw’s Orricr, November 29, 1837. 


Si: In compliance with your instructions, I have the honor to report that the medical and hospital 
supplies for the army during the past year were put up and transmitted to the several posts in due time, 
and were all received in good order, with the exception of those intended for Fort Towson, which were 
lost by the sinking of a keel-boat while ascending the Red river. As soon as the fact of their loss was 
reported to this office, directions were given to the medical purveyor to forward another supply to that 
post, which was immediate ‘ly done. These supplies, with the public property previously in charge of the 
officer of this department, have all been satisfactorily accounted for by the returns of the surgeons and 
assistant surgeons, which also show that the hospitals have been well supplied with all the necessary 
articles of the best quality for the comfort and convenience of the sick; and, from the well-arranged 
system of responsibility adopted, all has been done at the smallest possible expense to the department. 

The law requiring an examination of all candidates by a medical board before admission into the 
medical staff of the army still continues to prove of the greatest advantage, by securing that professional 
knowledge so essentially necessary to enable officers of this department to perform the very important 
duties required of them. 

Since the last annual report ¢hirty applicants, who had been recommended as well qualified for 
appointment, were invited to present themselves for examination before an army medical board which 
was convened in the city of New York in the month of May last; of which number fifteen declined the 
invitation or failed to attend; and of the remaining fifteen who presented themselves, eight were rejected, 
and two withdrew, leaving only five who were found qualified for the appointment they had solicited— 
being just one-sirth of those who had been authorized to attend the board. 

The assistant surgeons, as well as the surgeons of the army, being at all times liable to be called on 
to decide in the most important and critical cases, remote from all profe ‘ssional aid or assistance, it is 
necessary they should be well versed in the details of practice, in addition to being well grounded in the 
elementary branches of their profession. The medical board have therefore been instructed in all cases 
to make the most full and rigid examination of every candidate relative to his professional acquirements, 
physical qualifications, and moral habits, and to report favorably on no case admitting of a reasonable 
doubt. 

It may here be proper for me to inform you that during the last year two applicants, who had at 
their own expense attended the examinations, and were approved by the board, declined to accept com- 
missions when tendered to them; and as the number of applicants is far less numerous than formerly, I 
fear much difficulty will be found in procuring competent persons to fill the ——— unless their 
compensation shall be increased. 

The amount advanced on account of the medical and hospital department of the army during the 
fourth quarter of 1836, and the first, second, and third quarters of the present year, has been $15,516 12; 
of which sum $10,314 66 has been expended, and for which accounts have been rendered and settled, 
leaving in the hands of the disbursing officers of this department, on the 30th of September last, $5,201 46, 
for which they are held responsible. 

The amount paid by warrants on the treasury for claims of private physicians and others, presented 
and admitted during the period above stated, has been $13,131 874. There has also been advanced 
during the year stated to disbursing officers of this de partment, on account of the appropriation for pre- 
venting and suppressing Indian hostilities, $10,522 24, of which $9,365 42 has been expended, and for 
which their accounts have been received and settled, leaving a balance at the end of the third quarter of 
the present year in their hands of $1,156 84. 

Ihave again respectfully to call the attention of the department to the regulations relative to 
hospital stewards. There is no class of persons in the employment of the government so badly paid as 
they are. Their services are very arduous and important; hence it is necessary they should be intelligent, 
honest, and sober, and capable of compounding and administering to the sick the prescriptions of the 
surgeons. As such individuals cannot be obtained for the compensation allowed them by the present 
regulations, I most respectfully recommend that the steward to a post of four or more companies be 
allowed the pay, clothing, and rations of a sergeant of ordnance, and the steward at all other posts be 
allowed the pay, clothing, and rations of the first sergeant of a company. 

I must also call the attention of the department to the condition of the hospitals at the different 
military posts, many of which are entirely without a building for the accommodation of the sick, and at 
others the buildings used for this purpose are old and totally unsuited for the purpose for which they 
are appropriated. I must therefore request that an appropriation may be asked for to erect such hospitals 
during the ensuing year as are absolutely necessary. 

The whole number of eases which have been under the medical treatment of the officers of this depart- 
ment during the year ending the 80th of September last has been 18,949, of which number 32 have died 
of remittent fever, 25 of typhus fever, 14 of pneumonia, 20 of phthisis, 22 of diarrhoea, 19 of dysentery, 
3 of epilepsy, T of wounds, 8 of dropsy, 9 of gastro-enteritis, 9 of intemperance, 4 of apoplexy, and 22 
from other diseases, making 194 deaths during the year. Of these, 10 died at Fort Monroe, 19 at Fort 
Gibson and the dragoon camp near that post, 113 at the various forts and stations in Florida, 7 at Fort 
Leavenworth, 12 at Fort Mitchell, 10 at Fort Jesup, 7 at Nacogdoches and Camp Sabine, 6 at Fort 
Towson, and 40 at other places—the largest number of deaths occurred in the fourth quarter of 1836 
and the third quarter of the present year. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 





BENJAMIN KING, Acting Surgeon General. 
Hon. J. R. Pornserr, Secretary of War, Washington. 
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No. 11. 
REPORT OF THE PAYMASTER GENERAL. 


Paymaster Grnerav’s Orricr, Washington, November 30, 183. 


Sir: I have the honor herewith to Jay before you a statement of the transactions of the pay depart- 
ment for the fiscal year ending the 30th of Sept mber, 1837. 

The balances in the hands of paymasters on the Ist of October, 1836, and the advances made to 
them within the year, amount to $3,817,272 16. Of this, $3,183,618 21 have been e xpended and accounted 
for, and $422,269 35 are applicable to the payments of the present quarter, leaving a balance of 
$211,384 60 to be accounted for. 

The troops are paid to as late dates as they generally are at this season of the year, with the excep- 
tion of those in Paymaster Rector’s district; and in that district the commanding officer would not permit 
the paymaster to use the funds furnished for that purpose. 

It will be seen by the tabular statement accompanying this that the advances for the regular troops 
amount to $1,591,577 59, and for volunteers and militia to $2,225,694 57. In comparing the expenses 
of the two forces, it must be recollected that the service of the regular troops is continuous; that of 
volunteers for short periods; that the latter are allowed ciothing to the time they agree to serve, and not 
for the time they actually do serve; that, on an average, one-fifth of the time paid for is taken up in 
going from and returning home; and that the pay and allowances of a mounted volunteer, including the 
expenses of his horse, are equal to the cost of four privates of infantry. The reluctance of volunteers to 
serve on foot has compelled the employment of an undue proportion of mounted troops; and to this, in a 
ereat measure, may be ascribed the heavy expense of the late Indian wars. Not one cent appropriated 
for the suppression of Indian hostilities has been expended by this department in payment of regular 
troops. So far as the army has been employed, it has cost the United States no more than is appropriated 
for it in time of peace, except for transportation. 

The heavy duty of the department for the last year made it necessary to obtain the services of officer 
from the line of the army, as pi eben for by the 3d section of the act of July 4, 1836. So far as ‘i 
department is concerned, this is the best arrangement that can be made for cases of emergency, as the 
knowledge officers possess of military usage enables them to comprehend the duties of the office in less 
time than any other description of persons; but it produces inconvenience to the line, by depriving it of 
raluable officers when their services are most wanted; and I respectfully recommend, if any change is 
made in the army, that the appointment of temporary paymasters shall not be confined to officers of the 
line. This is the only alteration considered necessary in the organization of the pay department, unless 
it be the one suggested in my letter to your predecessor, of the 19th November, 1836, which applies to 
all staff departments. 

It is the opinion of paymasters that Congress intended their compensation should be equal to that 
of other officers of the staff, who received the pay and emoluments of majors, and they have heretofore 
claimed it. The accounting officers put a different construction on the law; in consequence of which, 
paymasters do not receive as much as majors of the staff by forty-six dollars per month, i including the double 

rations of the latter. The question has been before the United States courts, and different decisions given. 
On an appeal, in one case, to the Supreme Court, the decision was adverse to the claim of the officer; but it is 
believed to have been on grounds that do not affect the merits of the question Concurring, as I do, in 
opinion with paymasters, and knowing that the many disallowances in the settlement of their accounts, 
and other losses, would reduce their compensation, if they received cavalry pay, to less than that of 
majors of infantry, I consider it my duty to request that the subject may be presented to Congress in the 
way best calculated to obtain the passage of an act explanatory of the 3d section of the act of 24th 
April, 1816, fixing the pay and emoluments of paymasters so as to place them on a footing with other 
disbursing officers of the staff. 

Respectfully, your obedient servant, 
N. TOWSON, Paymaster General. 
Hon. J. R. Pornserr, Secretary of War. 
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Statement of moneys drawn froin the appropriations for the pay department and remitted to disbursing officers 
on account of payments for the fourth quarter of 1836 and the Jirst, second, and third quarters of 1837; 
the amount uneapended and forming part of their estimates for the fourth quarter of 1837; the balances to 
be accounted for; the periods to which the troops have been paid and accounts rendered. 


Paymiasters. 


Pay. 


Army. 
$63,000 00 
37,400 00 
98, 200 
78, 100 
124, 100 
59,500 


Bo Bs HORNET 6 vise: sciceinccices 
D. 8. Townsend... 
Daniel Randal, ocsesceecess 
C. H. Smith.... 
AL Me MABNAS ccccassou cee! 
T. P. Andrews... 
Edintnd Kitby ..és0csseese 68,250 
L. G. De Russey.... 0000 000.| 21,000 
R. A. Forsyth ....e.seeee0e.| 39,000 
‘A.D: oo TT 18,000 


Peer eeee eens 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


W.S. Harney.... leeees 
J.S. Lytle .. 
Peter Muhlenberg .. 


Elbert Herring......e+ 


| 7,000 v0 
60,200 00 
25,750 00 
105,100 00 
Soleus elses 39,000 00 
oie aie | 84,250 00 

20,000 00 
4,000 00 
10,000 00 
7,750 00 
11,000 00 


eeeee ! 
Wharton Rector .....6...06! 
Christopher Andrews ......./ 
Donald Fraser..... 
Thomas J. Leslie ..... 
Benjamin Walker ..........! 
ISSAC AIK ccivcsceccaceess 
RNS PO UOK 560s ebnsswisewtes 
Richard Bennett..... 


eee eens 


TABHGHAYSON ws scssiees coos] 


38,800 00 


| 
| Subsistence. 
| 


Amount of funds remitted in the fourth quarter of 1836 and the 
first three quarters of 1837. 


| Forage. 
| Servants’ clothing. 


i 
| 
| 
| 


| 
t 
| 
| 
' 


$22,700 $1,300 00 | $600 00 
9,900 1,450 00; 750 00 
30,450 , 2,550 00 | 1,100 00 
22.950; 90000! 650 00 
27,200 1,600 00 | 1,000 00 
31,300 1,300 00 | 1,000 00 
24,800 | 1,500 00 850 00 
8,400. 40000} 200 00 
18,400 60000} 500 00 


2 
18, 
2, 
26, 
13, 
38, 
10, 
43, 
7, 
1, 


1, 
7, 


5509 


750 


400 00 | 200 00 


500 00 
100 00 
550 00 
300 00 
900 00 
300 00 
1,160 00 
200 00 


300 700 6O 
150 00 | 
900 00 | 


| 
| 


450 00 | 
1,250 00 | 

500 00 | 
1,540 00 

400 00 | 


850 
000 
250 
200 
190 
400 
000 


Sere ee esas Core eseeee 


750 300 00 200 00 
600 200 CO 200 00 


eeeee oe 


clothing. 


| Payments in lieu of 
Pay. 


| Amount. 


eeeeceosees 


$2,020 68 | 


$90,100 00 
51,100 09 
134,000 00. 5,834 51 
106,000 00 ; 12,001 OL 
160,000 00 |......00. 
95,000 00 |...... 
97,000 00 | 


1,600 

1,700 | 
3,400 | 
5,500 | 


| 
| 
$2, 500 | 
| 
| 
! 


24,100 00 46 03 


SO000100"| iccssaieswnes leone 
cad all OPT eee ere 


Amount unexpended and forming part of estimates 
for the fourth quarter of 1837, 


Subsistence, 
| Amount. 


| 

| Forage. 

| 

| Clothing. 


j | 
| 


$244 57 1357183 | $463 91 | $3,300 99 
5,834 51 


: savslesccesaasc| SROO OS 


55.10 | 4,236 54 


46 03 


el eeeseeeees 


1,700 | 60,000 00 | 22,076 72 |..ccecccsslescceee losessceee | 22,076 72 
tim MM cs. Nore hicititetes cinder amelie 
1,500 | 90,000 00 8,066 14 ......eeee eee nitelaesiciacss Ae 
ET MOBO asic ccseclecsvcctsesloncensss cenkiindsifebintaeaias 
4,500 | 150,000 00 |.....seeeeee lee hepascand ockesded a Seen 
sesescee} 50,000 00 |....... sche baad: POP PIR De eT Cer wh 


160 | 130,300 00 
5,000 00 . 
10,000 00 |..... 
10,000 00 2,116 44 | 
20,000 00 338 48 


1,000 | 














| 1,019, 400 00 

Unexpended balances of the | 
3d quarter of 1836, per last 
statement, since expended | 
Balances remaining to be ac- 
counted for on last state- | 
ment, since settled.... 


sees! 


} 


372, 





490 18,390 00 |11,260 00 








Total of army .... 





Militia. | 
POS RARRGM ss ciaiese Ka tanwieeent 
Cc. 8. 
T. BP, Andrews sass 


SHUNT 5.006: eoeeccccce! 
GAS DOREY wis cigniscosccese! 
A. D. Steuart ...... 
Be hs NIV OCiencss eaves 
©. Mapes vsasce cece 


P. Muhienberg..... 
Wi. MOCCLOF cicscos4 seesececes 
C. Andrews...... Kenia’ 
PP. SSOP veeces seamev asus 
ren 
R. Bennett. coe. sces cess cece! 
R. D. A. Wade......00 eoee! 
Js Bo GIOVE sceececcccencst 
Ui CNCAEY: Vecaseeesisentest soars 


D. Perkins 


Peer rece a reer eres, ceoeee sess sees seer 


959, 422 82 


31,860 | 1,453,400 00 


| 
| 


30,000 00 | ...000 vocecele 


441 08 7,906 30 


Cee eeeeee seareseees 
Cee meee wee e tees eeeeeseres 


2,509 35 
338 48 


92 08 


fewer weet eeenee 





4,997 23 1,052 17 | 66,316 07 











114,785 99 Josececee) QOS TL | O42 65 !..ceceee] 116,632 35 |...cceccceeels te Sseseleceneveeles seececeslecseccsecs 

| | 
1,155,731 23° 372,490 19,293 71 |12,202 65 31,860 1,591,577 59 59,422 82 | 4,997 23 | 843 85 | 1,052 17 | 66,316 07 

| { 

| | 
6,000 00 ..... se eeeeleeees seeeee ee! 6,000 GO ...... co ccce lee cec eens cece csccisesccceeeels eooevecs 
eee] TORE SRAOTONE OORT OTOENG Hay”, SO NONRREN MARUI! DININIINEE ARERR /stecruntetrT 
540,000 00 ..... Bearcat trae pitta. MDE eticeiassiesias bel iceldc i tegrsatealecsh ea Seer aees 
100,000 00 Vika ledhaesvudles sedis ‘aia =. me ef eee (perenne pee sececes| 43,657 93 
933,310 00 |.....00. Oe TN ees a a | (ae en ae 
20.000 00 : : SRCReeanlaaeeee ety = CUSUDUIOUN Coa nces etal Soaks Suess Biavaadinn | ccaveasenctaceuuenras 
45,000 00 TOES Rae NE Cee en oe ee AMIE sc iisnsecacchwn.aiie ‘iniginahacein sii saaiiaeene 
130,000 00 waise ats coease seis svseceest $90,000 00} 37,502 31 sees cccccccclecce.cocee| digdue OL 
140,000 00 ........ aoe eno ae 140,000 00 | 13,219 76 |...ecee:-sleoeesees sesencass.| SSO 
145,000 00 enchewns oe aee| 145,000 00 | 120,484 99 |......cecsleccecccelecceescees 120,484 99 
DMM iiccclcras seston eer eee sess] 150,450 92 46,940 40 |......4. evdelsacsacacest SOUP 
TRIO oiciknselisivnncecs|seccascens|esoeesss| TRO) €6:008 971... Oe EEE eee 
NSSZOUONOON) osiseiccics | sasaieisees' osetia Ree Pore | 133,000 00! 4,411 68 |...... <(asieis| Sawolseokts| > 45anee OG 
DROUONOU! | sieisisiceiscluiew sinieis'sloet sciecs ; eseeiens 55,000 00 32 59 |... : Du dofacdaeaacset 32 59 
ON Pore rere OMe een SOE anEe re Rene eee! hee pee 13, 799 42 |...0. sc uikicalasea detain .! 13,732 41 
ED TO Me ape ee A ae | ee eee eM 





2,127,760 92 


Unexpended balances of the | 

3d quarter of 1836, per last 

statement, since expended 36,776 AS eee wsie sees 
Balances remaining to be ac- 

counted for on last state- | 

ment, since settled........ GetOF 22 | viene oacnealeawewies 





Total of militia | 2,295,694 53 








Total army and militia.. 


' 





« ceceeeee! 2,127,760 92 


355,953 28 |. 
| 
| 
| 


36.776 43 


cere eeeeeees oF 


sesee cess B55, 953 28 


| 
| 


i 


eeeeeeese 


e eeeeeeeee seeeeeeeee 





355,953 28 


255,953 28 


eee elem ee eens ee eeee eens 








te 


| " ote ine - 
3,381,425 80 372,490 19,293 71 12,202 65 31.860 3,817,272 16 | 415,376 10 4,997 23 , 843 85 | 1,052 17 |422,269 35 
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Statement of moneys drawn from the appropriations for the pay department, &e —Continuced. 


Paymiasters. 


Army. 
SB. F. Teaimed .ccccseces 


D. S. Townsend ..cccccesis 


Daniel Randall 
Ce Sas CE cs én scewccess 
AA, FAs DIBBRIOS 645500000000 
rs 
Edmund Kirby... 
L. G. De Russey..... sess 


P. Andrews..... 


. A. Forsyth... 


WS. HaMey..cossscencce 


J. So Lytle. ..00000.00000 000018 


Peter Muhlenberg........+|- 


Elbert Herring ......ecsee 
Wharton Rector ........6- 


Christopher Andrews......). 


Oral WWASER ons coskcncns osdenscn des 


Thomas J. Leslie. 


Benjamin Walker.. 


fd bo) 


M. C. Buck 00000 cece cccs|oos 


Richard Bennett ...... 


J. B. Grayson. osc. cceces 


Total of army......... 


Militia. 


D. Randall.. 
Ee errr rrr 
T, P. Andrews 


R, A. POrsythi. osccccccccee|see 


A. D. Steuart 
OS fee 


C. Mapes..... 


steer ease sees 


P. Muhlenberg........ 
WV. ROC .ccce0 0000 


CBOE WGE) osccck dees 


D, Fraser.cccss poe 
Bis Wl. BOCK cine Sacccesccs 
R. Bennett .. 
R. D. A. Wade .... 


Be 0S. SPEAT BON. eas ounces |cneneciess 


J.C. Cashy.cccccccccesccs 
D. Perkins 20.0000 ccccesvese 
Total of militia....... 


Total army and militia. 


PAYMASTER GENERAL® 


» DD. FHOUAIE. 0s0si00000000\ 0 


Balances remaining to be accounted for. 





Pay. Subsistence. Amount. 

| | 
cccece seccccle sec cece ce eoce os 
. pplbhSeG Mebaee liane ccccce 


eeeeee 


$70,113 01 


Periods to which the 


troops have been | 
paid, for which ac- 
counts have been | 


| 
rendered. | 
| 


~) 


September 1, 183 


CCiacusss 


--| November 1, 1837....| 


dO woe. e cosvee 
May 1, 1837... 2.0200. 


November 1], 18:57.... 


eevee eeeeses coe ces September 1, 1837.... 
sec c coc vecslecceccvccees| sees ce eee) March 1, 1837.... 00. 
| 
coc veeecves oer eccecccelsovesececee-; May land Sept. 1, 1837 
12, 427 65 eveee Le eh ON os 555 od 03 do 
Perry sees oe saccee September 1, 1837.... 
cecece secclooes coereces|sece seeeeee., July land Sept. 1, 1&37 
cosccccece Sees sb bees] -cseeees sees November 1, 1837.... 
20580000: | cevwsese 20,800 00 | Nov. 1, 1836, and Jan. 
1, 1837. 
nas eokene Ssh ees oe eeeseeeooes) September 1, 1837.... 
° . eee bhi ends ecaniessen ssf iscscse weses 
cece cece ceesj cece beeheels leases dO 200. cocccees 


10,200 01 | 61,694 35 


eeeee eeee coer eeseeee . eee 
. eee eeeeee . . 
eee eeee nee . eeeeene eeeeeess 
eeeeeee . oe ee Peer cece wees tees soeee 





154,235 00 182,835 O01 











March 1 and May 1, 


1837, 


September 1, 1837....! 


SO ss ss Gawsaeee 


| 
cee ccsccoesloos . sacs loneece ; Yo see 
pobseeae ppefswehweneananlevesasehvcseletaus espouse: seees ose 
pains] Seboe ee sees lecceee pe biw el sapesonn ooceee secon 
TS ee osenee . . Swen pees e anaes 
oees cece rees|occnessve ceceveccces rr ee 
coc cccsccce|vccsccec cess |scccceccccesleces sbionhiteaauberees 
28,549 59 .reeeceeeeee) 28,049 59 |...,,, wees naws bone eee 
eves cccccces|eee oseeecoveleces ccc ccee|scee cree coccceccoecoes| 
soceee SSReRSSSERES SL Omen sabeenbe wenn! Suwckaeweananmaeee moor 
seseeees eee e2eesenslocccceeccs cos ceeeeecevers 
paesiee Suswcn|ewseSesesese|sse soe osan ween ‘as 
poabsbeens BN io) Dee od eee een Pere rr ; 
| 
sessececes cclovees poerlese socccescoecees| 
peceee - sees seceleccees papeesseansaneeess 
. ve 080000008] o0ee ossvcccelens eee cess cece 
cccee occcces|eecccece bab enoen een oekenedubbensbeesaaees 
pap sebiobeelss|aeeees Busses bepancesnn ellos oso oan ennn 
2B, 549 59 |...scseecees 28,549 59 





182,784 59 | 28,600 01 


s Orrice, November 30, 1837, 


Remarks. 





The troops of this district are reported to be paid to November 


], 1837, and the accounts are daily expected. 


On furlough from July 10 to November 2, 1837; turned over 


his funds to Paymaster Walker, who is charged with the 


payment of the district.—(See re 


District paid by Paymaster Massias. 


marks opposite his name.) 


Paymaster Steuart has 


been employed in paying the volunteers of Kentucky and 


r 
Tennessee. 


Resigned. 


The commanding officer forbade the payment of the troops of 
this district in the funds furnished to the paymaster. 
Refunded $50,000 to the treasury, the paymaster not being 


able to use the drafts. 


Appointed acting paymaster under the act of July 4, 1836. The 


payment of this district has been delayed by the troops ob- 


jecting to receive the funds furnished the paymaster. 


The 


objection has been withdrawn, and the district is probably 
paid to November 1, 1837, but the accounts are not received. 


....| Appointed acting paym’r under act of July 4, 1836. 


Do. do. 
Do. do. 
Do. do. 


Resigned. 
do. 
do, 
do. 


Paymaster Mapes is now employed in disbursing his balance 


in Florida. 


Do. 
Do. 


Appointed acting paymaster under act of July 4, 1836. 


..| Appointed acting paymaster under act of July 4, 1856. 


do. 
do. 
Received 


funds of Paymaster T. P. Andrews. 
Appointed acting paymaster under act of July 4, 1836, Received 


funds of Paymaster Fraser, 


Appointed acting paymaster under act of July 4, 1836. 


funds of Paymaster Steuart. 


Received 


N. TOWSON, Paymaster General. 
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No, 12. 
REPORT OF THE COMMISSARY GENERAL OF PURCHASES. 


Commissary Generat’s Orrice, Philadelphia, October 28, 1837. 


Str: In obedience to instructions from the Department of War, dated on the 11th instant, I have 
prepared, and have the honor of enclosing, my moneyed estimates for the year 1838, marked A and B, as 
follows, viz: 


A. For clothing, camp equipage, &c., for one year, ending with October, 1839............ $318,299 13 
B. For the expenses of the Commissary General’s office during the year 1838............. 8,000 00 





326,299 13 


a 


I likewise enclose twelve statements, numbered 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, and 12, prepared in 
obedience to your order, viz: 

No. 1. Statement of moneys drawn from the appropriation for the purchasing department to the 30th 
September, 1837. 

No, 2. Statement of moneys drawn from the appropriation for additional dragoons, &c., to the 30th 
September, 1837. 

No. 38. Statement of moneys drawn from the appropriation for preventing and suppressing Indian 
hostilities to the 80th September, 1837. 

No, 4. Statement of moneys drawn from the special appropriation for the payment of taxes assessed 
on the public property (United States arsenal near Philadelphia) to 30th September, 1837 

No. 5. Statement of moneys received and disbursed during the first three quarters of 1837 on account 
of the purchasing department. 

No. 6. Statement of moneys received and disbursed during the first three quarters of 1837 on account 
of additional dragoons or mounted riflemen. 

No. 7. Statement of moneys received and disbursed during the first three quarters of 1837 on account 
of the appropriation for preventing and suppressing Indian hostilities. 

No, 8, Statement of moneys remaining on hand on the Ist January, 1837, belonging to the appro- 
priation for volunteers and militia, with its disbursement, to 30th September, 1837. 

No, 9, Statement of moneys received and disbursed during the first three quarters of 1837 on account 
of appropriation for the payment of taxes on the United States arsenal for the years 1835 and 1836. 

No. 10. The United States in account current with the commissary general of purchases to 30th 
September, 1837. 

No. 11. Comparative statement of the cost of clothing, &c., for the United States army during the 
years 1836, 1837, 1838. 

No, 12. Statement of the cost of clothing, &c., for the United States army during the year 1838. 

The clothing and materials, therefore, that may remain on hand after the completion of the orders 
for this year, if any, will be so inconsiderable in their amounts that | have deemed it safer not to make 
any deduction on that account from the moneyed estimate. The duplicates will be forwarded as early as 
they can be prepared. 

I have the honor to be, sir, with great respect, your most obedient servant, 
C. IRVINE, Commissary General of Purchases. 

Hon. J. R. Potnserr, Secretary of War. 


Statement of moneys drawn from the appropriations for the purchasiny department during the first three 
quarters of the year 1837. 


May 19, 1837, by Secretary of the Treasury’s warrant No. 6548. ........ 0c cece eee ee eee $15, 000 00 
May 19, 1887, by Secretary of the Treasury’s warrant No. 6549..... OPT rT eer Te ceose 15,000 08 
May 27, 1837, by Treasurer’s draft No, 44...... Tt Ce te a ee ee Ree ee ee 15, 000 00 
May 27, 1837, by Treasurer’s draft No. 45..........02ceees jusesen sas rere rer re ee , 15, 000 00 
June 23, 1837, by Treasurer’s draft No. 340...............04: hice t Reta bie eee sae 15, 000 00 
July 10, 1837, by Treasurer’s draft No. T30...........-..00- ER ie ee ey ere 20, 000 00 
Suly Gt, 2607, OF Preaewrer a Cray Ne. PTZO wo ki ec eee s ecco eee seccceseneeceunease 15, 443 65 
August 11, 1837, by Treasurer’s draft No. 19385..... RO ee ee ee ee er errr ere ree 15, 000 00 
August 14, 1837, by Treasurers draft No. 1934..... a aan es en ee i sieeeean 10, 000 00 
September 12, 16a7, by Treasurer's draft No. 2365....... 0.6 ce cee ewes cece ne weccesanes 20, 000 00 
September 30, 1837, by transfer from appropriation for suppressing and preventing Indian 
ee a he Waateec a) Cnthed <e4e errr er ree errr weer se T heme’ 40, 000 00 


195, 445 695 








Commissary GeNneRAL’s Orrice, Philadelphia, October 28, 1837. 
©. IRVINE, Commissary General of Purchases, 
IIon. J. R. Pornserr, Secretary of War. 
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No. 2. 


Statement of moneys drawn from the appropriation for additional dragoons or mounted riflemen during the 
Jirst three quarters of 1837. 


January 5, 1837, received Secretary of the Treasury’s warrant No. 5873, dated December 
31, 1836, paid January 5, 1837........... Rape coe ‘CMP TERKE CES ECE VERO Bee oe 








Commissary GENERAL’s Orrice, Philadelphia, ee ia 1837. 
. IRVINE, Commissary General of Purchases. 
Hon. J. R. Pornsert, Secretary of War. 





No. 3. 


Statement of moneys drawn from the appropriation for preventing and suppressing Indian hostilities during 
the first three quarters of 1837. 


March 16, 1837, received Secretary of the Treasury’s warrant No. 5895.................. $11,000 00 
March 25, 1837, received Secretary of the Treasury’s warrant No. 6067............ ieee «6D OO OD 


51, 000 00 


Commissary GENERAL’s Orricr, Philadelphia, October 28, 1837. 


C. IRVINE, Commissary General of Purchases. 
Hon. J. R. Poryserr, Secretary of War. 


Statement of moneys drawn from the special appropriation for the payment of taxes assessed on the public 
ys drawn | propriation fe ay 
property ( United States arsenal) near this city during the first three quarters of 1837. 


March 25, 1837, received Secretary of the Treasury’s warrant No. 6057............0e000. $1,450 50 
’ yy 9 














Commissary GeNERAL’s Orricr, Philadelphia, October 28, 183 
C. IRV IN E, Commissary General of Purchases. 
Hon. J. R. Pornsert, Secretary of War. 





Statement of moneys received and disbursed by the commissary general of purchases during the first three 
quarters of the year 1837 on account of the purchasing department. 


To amount of moneys drawn from the Treasury Department from the 11th May, 1837, to the 
30th Septe mber followi ing, on account of purchasing department, as per sti itement No. 1, $195, 443 65 
By amount expended during the first quarter of 1837, passed to the credit 
of the commissary general of purchases, as per account settled by the 
Second Auditor of the Lressury Department ....0i. ..scsccess iisicene Sey ee 19 
By amount expended during the second quarter of 1837, passed to the credit 
of the commissary general of purchases, as per account settled by the 
Second Auditor of the Treasury Department.................4.- : 108, 842 
By amount expended during the third quarter of 1837, per the commissary 
general of purchases, per account now in preparation for transmission to 
the Second Auditor of the Treasury Department for examination and set- 
ee EPP ELU CADE RN CAGDIREEMEAMORRERE CER adee SOKO 76, 962 18 





219,914 12 





Disbursed beyond the amount received............ re eee ee reer re rT weer eres 24, 470 47 


Commissary GENERAL’s Orrice, Philadelphia, October 28, 1837. 
C. IRVINE, Commissary General of Purchases. 
Hon. J. R. Pornsert, Secretary of War. 
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No. 6. 


Statement of moneys received and disbursed on account of appropriation for additional dragoons or mounted 
riflemen during the first three quarters of the year 1837. 


To amount received from the Treasury Department on the 5th January, 1837, as per state- 
as 69 5646 60k ois KK ES AE ASME ESS CORERES SSE RG seers cseccrcccces GRC 
By amount disbursed during the first quarter of 1837, passed to the credit 
of the commissary general of purchases, as per account settled by the 
Second Auditor of the Treasury Department.... . ead eRewNe oe ues $4, 206 28 
By amount disbursed during the second quarter of 1837, passed to the credit 
of the commissary eeneral of purchases, as per account settled by the 
Second Auditor of the Treasury Department....... ere ee eee jeeesce 89, 070-32 
By amount expended during the third quarter of 1837, per the commissary 
general of purchases, as per account now in preparation for transmission 








to the Second Auditor for examination and settlement...............0% 8,513 29 
—————_ 24, 294 74 
10, 705 26 
Deduct amount embraced in the settlement of the fourth quarter of 1836.......... rere 4,759 OT 
Balance remaining unexpended October 1, 1837..... ee eee ee ee eer 5, 946 19 


Commissary GENERAL’s Orrice, Philadelphia, October 28, 1837. 
C. IRVINE, Commissary General of Purchases. 
Hon. J. R. Pornserr, Secretary of War. 





No. 7. 


Statement of moneys received and disbursed by the commissary general of purchases during the first three 
quarters of the year 1837 on account of appropriation for preventing and suppressing Indian hostilities. 


To amount of moneys drawn from the treasury during the first three quarters of 1837, as 

per statement No. 3.......... se in naan aby wine SE ee ee eee errr $51, 000 00 
By amount expended during the first quarter of 1837, passed to the credit of 

the commissary general of purchases, as per account settled by the 

Second Auditor of the Treasury Department......... eee . $4,839 37 
By amount expended during the second quarter of 1837, passed to the credit 

of the commissary general of purchases, as per account settled by Second 


Aamiitor of the Treasury Department... i.e ccassscccesesvcsee csses 4,656 88 
By amount expended during the third quarter of 1837, per the commissary ° 


gencral of purchases, per account now in preparation for transmission to 
_ Second Auditor of the ene Department for examination and set- 


Be "1834, | per rede of Seantng-ot a 40, 000 00 
49, 774 87 





Balence remaining unexpended October 1, 1887 2... ..6...200 ccc ceescecscccsccaces oe 1, 225 13 


Commissary Generaw’s Orricr, Philadelphia, October 28, 1837. 
C. IRVINE, Commissary General of Purchases. 


Hon. J. R. Pornsert, Secretary of War. 





No. 8. 


Statement of moneys remaining on hand on the 1st of January, 18317, belonging to the appropriation for volun- 
teers and militia, and disbursed up to the 30th of September, 1837. 


January 1, 1837.—To balance remaining unexpended ............+... (cmigiweesaceas.. Soe 
By amount expended during the first quarter of 1837 , passed to the credit 
of the commissary general of purchases, as per account settled by 

the Second Auditor of the Treasury Department...........0..02e. 3,081 64 





Balance remaining unexpended October 1, 1837.........0 cece e cence eee eeeeeees eseeee 15,086 59 





Commissary GENERAL’s Orricr, Philadelphia, October 28, 1837. 
C. IRVINE, Commissary General of Purchases. 


Hon. J. R. Pornserr, Secretary of War. 
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No. 9. 


Statement of moneys received to 30th of September, 1837, on account of special appropriation, for the payment 


of taxes assessed on the public property ( United State s arsenal) near Philadelphia for the years 1835 and 
1836. 
March 25, 1837.—Received Secretary of the Treasury’s warrant No. 6057..... sseseeess i, 400 60 
March 28, 1838.—Paid George W. South in full for taxes assessed on the United States 
arsenal on Schuylkill for the years 1835 and 1836............ Cee T eT Ter 1,450 50 








Commissary Generav’s Orrice, Philadelphia, October 28, 1837. 
IRVINE, Commissary General of Purchases. 
Hon. J. R. Potnserr, Secretary of War. 





No. 10. 








Dr. The United States in account current with Callender Irvine, commissary general of purchases. IR. 
1837. 1837 | | 
Oct. 1 To balance due C. Irvine, commissary Oct. 1 | By balance due United States on account! 
general of purchases, on account of | of additional dragoons, &c., per state-| 
purchasing department, per statement zx Se eee $9,946 19 
‘i $24,470 47 Oct. 1 | By balance due United States on account 


PG); 23, 6 seb oes web biene bs 0.5 ee os 00s 


of preventing and suppressing Indian) 
hostilities, per statement No.7.....+-| 1,225 13 
Oct. 1 | By balance due United States on account) 
| of volunteers and militia, per state-| 
| ment No.8 cakaeetasunciasethadieiadl 15,086 59 


Oct. 1 | By balance per contra..seecssseeeeeees| 2,212 56 





24,470 47 | 24,470 47 








Oct. 1 | To balance due C. Irvine, commissary 
| general of purchases....ssseeeerees 2,212 56 











On0*% 


Commissary GENERAL’s Orrice, Philadelphia, October 28, 1837. 
IRVINE, Commissary Geiveral of Purchases. 
Hon. J. R. Pornsert, Secretary of War. 





No. Ll. 


Comparative statement of the cost of clothing, &e., for the United States army during the years 1836, 1837, 
and 1838. 


eee ee A igi 
| | 














Garments, &c. Prices in 1836, Prices in 1837. Prices in 1838. 
| 
oe ee og ge 9 J $0 80 $0 75 $0 75 
Forage caps, dragoon..............00- ieeesaiewes baws 80 85 85 
Uniform caps with metal equipments, artille ry y and infantry... ..-.... 2 05 2 05 2 05 
Uniform caps with metal equipments, dragoon..... ere Ce eT er 2 20 2 46 2 20 
Epaulets for non-commissioned staff, pairs.............. as Ki ale aes 2 374 2 374 2 50 
ne We CNOPRIG, ORIG os cic cs cose dsccbocnss ones eeret 1 00 1 00 1 00 
Epaulets for sergeants, pairs...............6. CAV RRR E REET CON cKO 1 00 1 00 1 00 
Shoulder-straps, pairs........... errr er rere Te pekew ene 50 50 50 
Aiguillettes, each......... Lek Retidccs hs eeaws bstNEe eebenens 1 25 1 25 1 75 
Cn er oe en (cswinen ew maaan 2 124 1 95 2 25 
6 kick esd sevcnw Kees Torrrrrr re (pneneweies seus 2 123 1 70 1 95 
Pompons for non-commissioned staff ...............00. pce winners 374 374 374 
Pompons for artillery............. fee eae keine Kees ee EC ENS 22 22 20 
on iswe cumini eee eer 20 20 18 
Woollen overalls, sergeants’, infantry .... .....0.c0.sesesccceeees 3 3: 3 364 3 32} 
Woollen overalls, sergeants’, artillery ................ peewee ‘ees 3 33 3 36) | 3 35 
Woollen overalls, privates’.............. AEG: KARE ECR aR Rea 2 97 3 02 3 054 
eS NN ss 6 oho hss s Eas NESE Oe puewws 66 683 694 
Drilling overalls, sergeants’...............0000 000s Lebel Baweesee 79 814 | 803 
Infante y serge ants’ dr illing jacke ts with sleeves..... err Riana 91 96 983 
Infantry privates’ dr illing jackets with sleeves..... eee OT Teer e 76 81 844 
Artillery privates’ drilling jackets with sleeves......... (te taeaneds 81 86 897 
Artillery sergeants’ drilling j jackets with sleeves..... eee er ee 96 1 01 1 033 
Artillery sky- blue cloth iopiats OE Teer PT nen 3 41 3 41 3 51 
Infantry sky-blue cloth jackets with sleeves..... win aaien SG aia wakes 3 29 3 29 3 44 
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Comparative statement—Continued. 
sGiaiateacied ences Nsaociniipinicit _— | : 

Garments, &c. Prices in 1836. Prices in 1837.|Prices in 1838, 
pe | | 
a Mine ceases < $0 46 $0 481 $0 563 
Cotton shirts, sergeants’.... ...... ee ee ee ee eee - | 65 | 673 664 
Rett iar eed ekiv ak de Odden Ken eRwn snes hanes 116 | 1 18} 1 123 
Canton flannel drawers. .........22...25.. jeeeTde eae eeecess 53 | 53 56 
BROCE HONEOEE, DEAEG. 6 oso sce. ccases (ACERS KOREA 1 46 1 46 1 623 
BUPCANES, DOID . 665s inecs cs err er ere eer Cee ee Tee er B55 | 35 354 
NT ie 0G SPs vp anced «KK RHR eA Pe eee er ee | 3.00 | 3 00 3 00 
es vaetpge Ve OO eC EEOC EE eT E OCCT TET Le ee TOE eee Tee | 8 31 | 8 31 9 59 
Leather stocks...... (cen snesaeansee eT eee CS ae 13 | 13 13 
Knapsacks ..... ere ree Whbeseeasveve xan en eee | 155 | 1 55 1 42 
es re eee ert ee ee eee icant 252 | 252 26 
Infantry sergeants’ coats ............ ere eee eee ee wate 6 71 | 6 71 6 40} 
emcpsscee DM cee uneytytapacy TUE C ECL ECE OCCT ECT | 6 71 6 71 6 38 
Infantry musicians’ coats............... eT ee ee eee Tee | 8 23 8 23 7 96 
Infantry principal musicians’ coats.............6. CUTE Ce Te Tet eee / 16 00 10 00 10 07 
Infantry sergeant majors’ and quartermaster sergeants’ coats ......., 8 48 8 48 8 49 
Fe re Cee ere ee 7 02 T 02 6 85 
Artillery privates’ coats..... rT eer eT eT ee T 02 T 02 6 82 
Artillery musicians’ coats .......... ee Te NT eee Te Te eee 8 38 8 38 8 11} 
Artillery sergeant majors’ and quartermaster sergeants’ coats.......! 9 97 9 97 9 292 
Dragoon privates’ woollen overalls ............ ee ee eres 9 29 43 4 471 
Dragoon sergeants’ woollen overalls...... pica a ee 4 55 4 61 | 4 112 
Dragoon privates’ cotton overalls.............. Witectiendyaehwewet 1 04 1 064 | 1 14 
Dragoon sergeants’ cotton overalls .............- (sie nban ea awewe! 1 25 1 30 1 29} 
Dragoon privates’ cloth jackets ........ eelgrass sibs ere! 493 | 5 03 5 024 
SRM ON BOL OMIS CHOU JACRCES . . 2. nn is ces ee se eccsecccssenss| 5 01 | 5 11 5 062 
Dragoon privates’ cotton jackets ............ MERGERS TARE wes 89 | 94 994 
Dragoon sergeants’ cotton jackets. .... ee ee ee eee ree) 1 04 | 1 11} 1 ll 
Dragoon sergeant majors’ Coats .........ccce eens aces ee ee 7 37 | T 373 T 564 
Dragoon corporais’ and privates’ coats. 6... .0...scccceecsessecces| 672 | 6 72 6 O74 
thesis. stigapesdesoeinoipt vy sesh praca, EE COE CEO EOE Ce | 8 24 8 24 T 51 
Dragoon principal musicians’ coats ..... LPC CRAMER +hEDAEWeeO el 8 89 8 89 9 00 
Dragoon sergeants’ coats. ...........0.005 er ee ee eee ee eee | 6 72 6 72 6 13 
Dragoon shoulder-straps, brass, pairs .........ceeseceeeeeces satel 94 93 93 
Dragoon greatcoats ........ eC eC TT eee ssaceee| 1052 |- 10 59) 11 964 
Dragoon hair plumes ................ pemneae eer ry Core 60 | 58 60 
| a re coke st 54 | 60 70 
Ordnance sergeants’ coats.............. eT ee ere 7 02 | T 02 6 85 
SPUN DPIWRIOW CODES cies ck ise ci seesercnacenes peeewRa ual 7 02 | T 02 6 82 
Ordnance sergeants’ woollen overalls ............0-ccccccccseres | 3 33 | 3 36} 3 35 








Commissary Generat’s Orrice, Philadelphia, October 28, 183 


C. IRVINE, Commissary General of Purchases. 
Hon. J. R. Pornsert, Secretary of War. 





No. 12. 
Cost of clothing, &c., to be provided for the army of the United States in the year 1838. 


ee OT ee Tee EE Tee TE EEC TT TTT TT a 
Dragoon tulip..... ike ee asswe ane kwie ew ewes ee he ee ee eee eee ee ee 163 
Dragoon cap-plate............... (PR RORAS RE EROS ee Te eet ee KPUEREAaRHS SMaS ORS erry 283 
Dragoon Hand ead tassels... ......006 06-6008 ptm cieniek a eis See TC ee ee or 70 
ee i eee TT eee ee TT eee TTT TOC TTT ee 60 
SPPGMOON TOES CAD. . .. 00 cece ec cccvcss ar ee eT ee eee Te eee ae Rae 85 
Dragoon sergeant major’s and quartermaster sergeant’s coat............ oT Ter Te eT T 563 
PEONOOM CIMCT TAUNICIAN'S CORE . oo. 5c ccc ececcc scenes _Mitiweass eee Reaeeeene iteeee aews 9 00 
Ee sg ts Pe ee ee ee eee eee ee eee eer ee Tee TT 6 13 
a ee errr re Reraeieeaaes ee ee eee TE TT ‘ T 51 
Dragoon corporal’s and private’s coat.... (tips ee eT Pree er ere rrecer 6 OT} 
Dragoon shoulder-straps, brass, pair.......... eT ee ee were Te eT Teer Tre 93 
DYGRO0N SSD, 06665 c cess Mpthewawnd eked RAPER ASRS A EH erereTerr rrr TTT 1 95 
Dragoon sergeant’s cloth jacket..... Rian s ewes errr ster er Peere Teer ree nea eaene 5 063 
i ee ee eee ee errr Ter 5 024 
Dragoon sergeants cotton jacket... oo. 6.5 6c eec csswccccins KtNSRERAASETES. KEOREMERA ore 1 11 
DUMBO PLIVHIE @ COLTON JACKE... oo. ccc cee cs sceesrecesess eet eee ee CLiwas* errr ee 994 


Drage BeReRRIN WOOTON OVETAMS, .. 4.6.6. csc c cc cceccccccesssevsesesess erere rr TT 
NI WI PIII ino cee cc deeawercceeseeneceevsccccesnceceesaes 


~ 

i 

I 
hie 
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Cost of clothing, &c., to be provided for the army, &c.—Continued. 


Dragoon sergeants’ cotton overalls .........- aioe keeeneeees ERS: REE PORROLRERE RS 
Dragoon privates’ cotton overalls..........0.0008 00: vr OUT TT eT eee ee Te eT ee ee 14 
| ere a, ee ere Pee err ee ree eee 
Bg ee ee. er eee eer eee et. ee er eee 
EE ete ee ere Tee rere Tere Ty ere Te Te TTT eT ee. ee ee ee ee ee 
ES 6 AUR KR KED EDA WA O0S 600 5:60 4RRNTE Das eH 400 50 dee KS RSS e OER OS 
OE PON ECE RE CCST eT PPE ee Te Lee ee ee Tee Le TET eT ee 
POOR Pe PPT ee Tee eT eee eee TT ETE TTC TCL ee TEE ET 
Artillery pompon..... eee: Pare eee ee ee eT ee eT ee ee ee eee ee Te Se eee re ee ee 
Aviilery pompon for non-commissioned stall... . ......ccccccecsccccensaccsovessdeevesvos } 
Artillery forage cap.. ee es ee eee Kao aaa Nei de so ee (OERKS ENS TEMES OSCAR ERS 
Artillery sergeant major 's and quartermaster sergeant’s Mo evxecexeutinbereneden 
A ee ee eS ee ee eer ee eee eee es Te rere re CTT ee 
Artillery musician’s coat............ eT ee eee eee Pee 
REY COOGEE 6 BF PTIVEIG SE COAG. ois cc ccccnevcesrscsserecssceeseesseee base eeenees 
Or Meh bi hi Rk sE OSS KA TEs send Odd aw ba Sew seb Sede e HN SSS Se 
Artillery epaulets for non-commissioned staff, pair. ....... wc cece cee cece cess t ner sec eccens 
Artillery epaulets for sergeants, pair..... ‘LER AEE NEES CEL e eo NECES CVORKR (UeRERReR Kew 
Artillery epaulets for corporals, pair. . LSANTORE EARS D 186 RSMAANAR NAS ENS REESE O EE EOE 
Artillery aiguillette...... eke eS che R SAW eee Rak Kawew RAR chew SRS ERS KS Ketone 
nr a eee re eee eee PRENRNE 45 KSA oa bOSEEE SERENE CER RRR ROS 
NN RE Oe eT OE eer eT re eee eee eee Te ee eee TT eee ee ee 51 
i io. s ia bOK sk RRAEEKES AED CEN: +65 KOEN SOONER WON SR EK RE 032 
RAGOLy PUIVRIE S COMMON FACKCE so iaics 60 isc cs cs scescness (Gass AO EREE ORO CEE EN RSE 893 
Artillery sergeants’ woollen overalls.............. QT TET ee TTT ee ee Te eee TC 30 
Ee eee eee eee eer Sere. Teer eT Tee eee ee ee ee ee ee 75 
NEE EEE LT CT TE TS TE EET ERE EET Serre rT Ce eT eee TT ee Te ee ee 

Petenity CAP DIME... 2... sscciecss.s. heen PTT OTe TC TITER TC eC CT ee 
a EI ee eer ere rer rr err yer rT errr Te TTT eT eT eT eT eT ee eT ee ee ee eee 
see eee lS Te NSO W6s0s 6665 ANAERAOEESRL HEN OKA OORT ERRRRORE ES 
eT ere eer TT eee eee eee Pree e TT Tee eT Te eT eT TOT Tee 
Infantry pompon for non-commissioned staff... .. PTT Te TTT Te TT LIP TO TT CCL Eee 374 
eee eee ee eee eee ee eer Te Te Tere ee TTT ee eT 

Infantry sergeant major’s and quartermaster sergeant’s COat...... 2... cece cece cc cc rec cvces 
Infantry chief musician’s coat............. CC eet tr Tere ee rer eT Cee TT ere ee ee 
ee SUE NE, hewn dé soe hus ee ees Ess 556543 KERR RSENS RRO R OS'S 
Infantry shoulder-straps, pair ........+ 6... eee Petey Ty TEE TT CTL TCT Ce eee 
Infantry epaulets for non-commissione d st: EEE TCT Pee TT CTT ETE TS ere ere Te ee 


lor Ee 2) 


Ls 
sh 


ee ane) 


me CO 


Infantry epaulets for sergeants, pair............. pEsbn hs KERNS aan ORS wet Te 
iatentey epacicts for corporals, pair... . .. 2... ....se0esesesess WeeetTrT TT Te ee 
Se a ee ee Tee eT Te ee eT ee eT (see CRANE EES 
ee ae Lake eeensew es (ERE a eSROEe TED Sos een ds LKCAVEEORREREDES 
Infantry woollen jacket ........... SE Tn Sere er re eee tia veecaunsareas 
CG i's i. 66's 56s 55346 Soe OWA EE 6299 NOs OSE ESE ERAS ORE Re 
Infantry private’s cotton jacket ................. HERS EKCES REDS DESE Viekeet been er eubes 
en SPEED IUCR 6p seeks Shee esd vedere eds ose ee eee Rsen kee eeeuwawes 


Cobo = et eS OD 
a 
o 


iS) 
© 
t 


~ 
co 
ca 
—) 

mim 


Infantry sergeant’s coat................ LREDRALRERERE TARAS ETE CAREN RECESSED ROR TES 
Infantry musician’s coat................ a a ee Sie EA an 5) CSc UN Nn ie peed ven, 
eg Se ee ee ee reer re he rer See 
ee ee (aca k wateee eeu tebe ees 
et gs ei gdb Slee Male RW Kkw ed OCREERLES OE EEE : 
Flannel shirt. oP Se es Pd ee eee Te eT er ee ee eer 
Centon flannel drawers. ede t nk gis eRe as SE Aa a Aare Oe Gitlin Soin Siem BENS Eee ee suees 
OMNI ® CLIO MNIEG iis iieass dee scercssces Pree ree Cy Te Te eee Te errr re rrr 
I SE Ee eee ee ee re ee ee rey 
Laced bootees, pair ...... Re ee ee ee CESANANO RARER SEED ERRERERSERER A OSS 


NI SE ee Ee ee ee ee, ee Peer Eee Te ee eT eee ee ee 


-T 
“> 
oo 


hm OO 


eS Pose he Lee Sh eae ede SAME R TERE ERS KESTER KE SEE SEEKS EROS 
Crib e 6 eke 60nd s PAGE PME 6 4665 KSTCSROURESAEREKRE ELEC REKERD OE RATER SERS CORES 
Mnapeack ..:...... (cE R ROKER TAS ee Peer TET Te ETT eC Ee eek 
IE Si witb ccs esas ER ESSSEAGD, 6456058500 e KORE TERE CRA UNNEEES SASSO EEREES KOS 

ee TS CIN S Shae eee ee bees eeuse ees eke eens eeTrcr ri rere Tee 
Oe Oe ee Pe eee ee errr 
Ethers Tor TOTARS CONG. 2... oo vsce sc ccsssces iCal SRNR O ERE e CARER OWENS SOS HORS 


Camp-kettle ....... pueuea Terre TVET re Pere Cee Rennes ee waee ds eer TT Tee Te 


oe a ee eee Peet Pee eee ee rer res Terre eee TT eee Tr Te Tere Te ee 


EEE Pe One ree en eee: Bia te Ri hcatatads tab Syed arrears net A a ee 


Ls Ba DE os eee ek 5 Ga Gienula we awe eae ivi Ka eReTeRA SOE NEES 
Hatchet .... eRe eva Ce hG Re crew REE 6h «e 6: Sis REESE Role ae eee Re en ee re eT 43 
tyasrinon Gar ...... 02666545 ee Ore See eee eee TT eT eee TT eee TO TT Te tT 41 76 


Halliards, set, (average 10 pounds, at 371 Cents Per POUN ) os is cesces sce svevseascsesasasive 3.75 
Recruiting flag......-....0. hen ewes PETIT PET CT OT RO CUR TET eT 

Regimental and CN LET SO ee TTT eT eT ee 
Guidon er re eer err eer Te rere Tere Te TT area ee eT eT eT Te Ter ee ee 9 00 
EE TRE ee ee er eer Tr reer reer err eee rer rT st ree Te 6 623 
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Cost of clothing, &c., to be provided for the army, &c.—Continued. 


Drum-head batter.............. (asa bide waees MaMannthsebeeaeri eee sear cens soooese §=69E OS 
DPMNTIOOE WEED noc cnc ce cwiic cece GUAT CASPAR ER ERSESS ey ee anweuabihaeaels 50 
ee ae re bent semeeaewaae ee ee Terre e errr wekeues 45 
Drumsticks, pair ..... FLMN MEER SATS cakes ees. achilles Te acne taa 15 
Cee ee ee ee ee eT ee ee ee eee ee ee ee ee ee 25 
a CP i Payee ce thee Se eo eee Sa a Sl sor Eo ine pitas Pee are 50 
te FGh es GI RETREAT NDS VES SOR eReweeseRs ee caks eee rere 25 
rr eee eee Tee er eee 4 50 
Trumpet, with extra mouth-piece.................... een ee eee eee ‘cia! aaa eer 6 00 
re eee ee ee eee ey en ent ee eee eee ee ore yea ere 1 80 
a Oe ee eT et ee ee eee ee ee ae 
i ee eer a eT eC CE ee eee Tee Te eee Ee re Te eT 6 50 
Hospital tent......... PE eee ee eee eee ere ee eee je enhancers was See 
or ee ee eee eae SP ee ee eee eT Tee ee 9 32 
Wall COR MONE, HEE... 6. cece cece acide se neobaa eben dee xe cls lara ali ati ah halaman 2 00 
Ne I WON vince edn kwese dessa ds e6edesa se Secendese as rrr er oe 1 50 
ee ree Re tere eee ee ee eee esha 1 50 
NS Ee igi AE DPE REWE AS OS WOE od AA HRDR ORES 4E440E 0018 4S S HORROR ORES 18 00 
ee Fe en ee er eienaies pene 1 00 
ae oe MRK HAAS SWE W ec KdENE EERE ERE Ae REO A Ree es eee Ter 2 90 
ge eee pebeakabeeeas he a ee eee Pewee 3 40 
ee rere ee ee ree eee Usa Kaha ows RRR eM ieee. eaiee BS pve 123 
DOIN, COUNTING ois cicc caw ecese cases laa cia cacao ee eT eee Tee Te ee eee eee ye Tere Cee ee ee 14 00 
NE 5b We A ws a seen d edie deans oes ewe eer re ae er ee ee ee ee eee ey wis 37h 
NNN ig Eee ene heer eee eeeewn a uncenes eee re or ere e. ee 624 
EE Sr a ee eer pShasiewaaaias eee ee rT ee rr Ye 45 
a re unease eT CT re ee reer ETE Ce Tere 682 
Saddle-bags ....... Phe aee dee sawees ia ewe na we eee Ce eee re Tee Te Teer ere rere 4 5 
Pe OE BORN soos i esse ecn ce aeensess LepARRSTASEERAEN SD aeKn Rew eaawee’d pereeenws 1 00 
NS ona FAK K ees ed dee enecewns ee ee ee eee eee ee tee ere 5 00 
Martingale ........ Re EAR Deke RANA VAEE RR RADARS OhRCTEHE HERE eer 1 00 
DrGm WUROD BIE CHM. gg. ca aise cisccseseses Ee ee ee eee me eT ree? 1 75 
ae ST ee Te re ee ee eee eT ee eT Tee eee eee ee 1 50 
re ast eallt int tien han Siri Sale Ea RARE 2 iiaeseees 17 
Cad ad SR ASSSE SS eed Kw SANS eS SS 0e5 ee eee Eee tT er ere ee sasse 124 00 





Commissary Geverat’s Orricr, Philadelphia, October 28, 1837. 


C. IRVINE, Commissary General of Purchases. 


fon. J. R. Pornserr, Secretary of War. 


No. 13. 
REPORT FROM THE CHIEF ENGINEER. 


ENGINEER Department, Washington, November 30, 1837. 
Sir: In conformity with your instructions, I have the honor to submit herewith a report of the opera- 
tions of this department during the year ending September 30, 1837. 
Accompanying it are three tabular statements: the first two relating to the fiscal affairs of the depart- 
ment; the third exhibiting the works projected by the board of engineers, which have not been com- 
menced, and the estimate of their cost. 


FORTIFICATIONS. 


No appropriations under this head having been made for the service of the past year, operations have 
been continued, as far as practicable, with the balances of former appropriations. 

They have been prosecuted with energy, as some of these balances were large, but by the close of 
the season will generally have exhausted all available funds. 

Fort Warren, Boston harbor, Massachusetts —Operations were resumed at this work the first of April. 
The average force employed has been two hundred and forty mechanics and laborers. Up to September 
30 there had been laid nine thousand four hundred and seventy-eight cubic yards of stone-work in piers 
and scarp walls; and two thousand seven hundred and forty-five cubic yards of brick-work, containing 
1,781,000 bricks; eight hundred and fifty running feet of scarp wall have been carried up sixteen feet 
above the ditches along the two channel fronts, and part of another; the piers and arches of nineteen case- 
mates are completed, twelve of which are thirty feet span, and seven smaller. The piers of the other 
casemates are so far advanced that all the arches for the two channel fronts may be completed the next 
year, 

Fort Independence, Boston harbor, Massachusetts—About one hundred and thirty mechanics and 
laborers have been employed during the past season at this werk; eight thousand one hundred and 
seventy-two cubic yards of masonry have been laid, comprising the foundation of the scarp wall along two 
whole fronts, and part of two others; the superstructure of the same in part completed along two fronts, 
and twenty of the piers of the casemates on the channel fronts nearly completed. The embrasures of one 
of the channel fronts are finished. 

Fort Adams, Narraganset Roads, Rhode Island—There having been no appropriation for the present 
year for Fort Adams, sixty thousand dollars were, by order of the President, transferred from the unex- 
pended balance of appropriations for Fort Monroe; with this, and the remainder of the last year’s appro- 
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priation, the work has been prosecuted. Most of the excavation and embankment, both rock and earth, 
and a great portion of the masonry, have been completed, and progress has been made in flooring, parti- 
tioning, and plastering the casemates along the face of the northeast bastion. There yet remain to be 
finished portions of the glacis and of the earthen parapets, a small part of the scarps of the north and the 
west fronts, the remainder of the parade wall, all the breast height walls, part of the permanent wharf 
above the water, the interior of the quarters and store-rooms, the gun platforms, and a considerable por- 
tion of the redoubt. Much of this could be accomplished the next season with an early and liberal appro- 
priation by Congress. 

Fort Schuyler, Throg’s Neck, East river, New York.—By the purchase of a second steamboat and other 
auxiliaries, operations have been greatly facilitated at this work, and are now making very satisfactory 
progress. The sea wall has been finished, with the exception of a small part of the coping, the founda- 
tions of a considerable portion of the scarp and counter-scarp walls and piers of casements laid, and the 
superstructure commenced. In the graduation of the site nearly all the earth within the space occupied 
by the fort has been removed; the ereate r part of the embankment of the glacis and part of the ri part 
of the coverface have been formed. 

Fort Columbus and Castle William, New York.—The repairs of these works are nearly completed; 
small quantity of coping stone remains to be executed, and some painting is required. 

The sea has lately made encroachments upon the base of Castle William, which should be protected 
at an early day by a substantial sea wall. The old sea wall around the island requires repairing; five 
thousand dollars would put it in a state of tolerable security. Stone for traverse circles, and iron pl: ites 
for the same, are yet wanted; and the two wharves on the Butte rmilk channel require thorough repair. 
A detailed estimate for these several objects will be presented; the amount of $20,000, it is believ ed, will 
complete the repairs of these works. 

Fort Mifflin, Delaware river, Pennsylvania.—During the present year a gun-shed has been erected, the 
terreplein of the fort has been graduated and gravelled, pave ments have been made about the quarters, 
some necessary outbuildings erected, and all the wood-work of the buildings painted; a mess-house and 
mess-room are now fitting up, and, on their completion, the fort will be ready to rece ive its garrison. 

Rebuilding Fort Delaware, Delaware river-No exertions were spared to hasten this work the past 
year, so far as could advantageously be done. It was continued till suspended by the ice in December. 
Little, however, was accomplished, in consequence of the very late appropriations; of the unusually high 
price of labor and materials of all kinds; and of the great scarcity of laborers after funds had been fur- 
nished. For this season no appropriation was made, but the balance of that of the last year, together 
with a transfer of $34,800 from the appropriation for the forts in Charleston harbor, has enabled the olflicer 
in charge to prosecute the work vigorously; labor has been abundant and at reduced rates, large supplies 
of materials contracted for during the fall have been received, and a change in an important part of the 
operations has been most successful in its results, for economy and rapidity. 

The following is a short synopsis of the operations of the season: 

1 Excavations for the foundations and the ditches of the fort, amounting to about twenty-seven 
thousand cubic yards. 

Driving piles for foundations. In consequence of the nature of the soil, these piles are of the great 
length of forty-five feet. A great improvement has this season been introduced in the method of driving 
them, by the substitution of steam power for that of horses; more than fifteen piles per day, on an average, 
are driven with one pile-engine, which, when worked by horses, drove only three per day; the expense at 
the same time being very greatly diminished. It is found, too, that fram the continuous tremulous motion 
imparted | ry the engine, the pile can be driven, not only with greater rapidity, but to a greater depth, 
without injury. The number of piles driven during the season, up to the 30th of September, is 5,353, 
the work of about five months, commencing with one engine and never wor king more than three. The 
great importance of this change becomes evident when it is considered that at the commencement of 
the season there were twelve thousand piles to drive. There are now driven the foundations for two 
fronts, and the others are rapidly progressing. 

3. Receiving materials, to wit: Ten thousand six hundred tons of building stone of large dimensions, 
two hundred and ninety-six thousand bricks, two thousand four hundred and ten piles, and three thou- 
sand three hundred cubic yards of building sand. 

4. Formation of four jettees projecting from the dike on the north and east sides of the island, to 
protect it from the abrasion of the river 

Repairs of Fort McHenry.—Since my last report, the parapet of the fort has been strengthened by a 
brick revetment wall, the scarp wall has been thoroughly repaired, the quarters new floored, painted and 
roofed, an additional battery nearly completed, one thousand three hundred fect of the sea wall built, and 
fifteen acres of land purchased. The appropriation of 1836, together with the sum of five thousand dollars 
from the appropriation for “incidental expenses,” will be exhausted by the end of the year. An estimate 
for further repairs which will be necessary will be submitted. 

fort Monroe, Hampton Roads, Virginia —TVhere being uo officer at the disposal of the department to 
take charge of this work, the funds appropriated have been transferred, by order of the President, to other 
works in progress, namely, $60,000 to Fort Adams and $90,000 to Fort Pulaski. An especial board of 
engineers appointed to examine this work having recommended extensive repairs, and its completion, an 
estimate will be sabmitted for the requisite appropriation. The bridge now connecting the site of Fort 
Monrve with the main land is the property of a private company; it is obviously improper, in a military 
point of view, that this sole direct communication of the fort with the surrounding country should be in 
any other hands than those of the government; negotiations have therefore been entered into with the 
company, who are willing to sell it at a reasonable price. An estimate for the amount is submitted, the 
payment of which, at once, will, in the end, be more economical than the subjection to the heavy tax now 
imposed on every person and thing that passes. 

Fort Cathoun, Hampton Roads, Virginia —I\n accordance with previous instructions, the remainder of 
the stone was this year nearly removed from the foundations of the work, preparatory to commencing the 
masonry. A board of engineers, appointed in September to inspect it, recommended, however, in the 
strongest terms, on account of the continued subsidence, the reloading of these foundations; accordingly, 
with tne sanction of the proper department, instructions to this eflect were immediately issued, and the 
reloading is now in progress. 

Fort Caswell, Oak island, North Carolina.—Since the 80th of September last, 1,360 cubic yards of 
masonry have been construeted, and 13,038 cubic yards of earth removed; the sheet-piling has been 
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driven around the foundations of two of the caponnicres, and a considerable portion of the lead roofing 
has been laid. 

The masonry constructed comprises the greater part of the counter-forts and relieving arches intended 
to strengthen the scarp walls, the breast-height walls of the covered way of the gorge, and of face No. 4, 
and the permanent tide-lock. 

The effect of a storm in August last has been such as to prove conclusively the necessity of protect- 
ing the site of this fort from the sea abrasion, which has been progressing for several years. A project 
for securing it will be submitted as soon as received from the local engineer. 

Fortifications in Charleston harbor.—The department having no officer at its disposal for the superin- 
tendence of these works, they have been suspended, with the exception of the labor for the preservation 
of the site of Fort Moultrie, and the greater portion of the appropriation transferred, by order of the Presi- 
dent, to other works, viz: to Fort Delaware, $34,800; to fort on Foster’s Bank, $27,000; to incidental 
expenses, $33,200; and to contingencies of fortifications, $19,000. 

The preservation of Sullivan's island las been committed to the superintendence of a civil agent, and 
some progress made therein. The general superintendent urges in his report the necessity of prompt and 
effectual measures for protecting this site. An inadequate appropriation will tend only to defeat the 
plan, as the peculiar nature of the case is such as to require that all the parts should progress as fast as 
practicable, to afford combined resistance against the desolating effect of the waves and currents. With 
his views I fully coincide, and submit an estimate in accordance therewith. 

Fort Pulaski, Cockspur island, Georgia.—The operations at this fort, after preparations were com- 
pleted in October, 1836, consisted principally in laying masonry of the rampart, embanking the parade, 
preservation of the island on the north and northeast shore by a breakwater and catcl-sand, and con- 
structing the permanent dikes of the island; 4,000 cubic yards of masonry have been laid in completing 
all the embrasures and piers generally of the north and northeast fronts; in completing seven embrasures, 
and their corresponding piers of casemates on the southeast front; completion, generally, of piers, and 
much progress in all the embrasures of the south front; and to the completion, generally, of the piers, 
walls, &c., of the gorge, to the level of the bottom of casemate floors. Considerable progress has been 
made in the embankments, and in the construction of the breakwater and permanent dikes 

Tepairs of Fort Marion and the sea wal! at St. Augustine, Florida.—Operations have been confined to 
the repair of the sea wall. There was completed, on the 380th of September, a length of 1,500 feet, with 
an average height of eight feet, and forty-eight feet, with an average height of four feet, making 61,344 
cubic feet of solid masonry. Of this, 24,000 cubie feet were from the public quarries three miles distant; 
the remainder was from the old wail Besides the quantity laid, 17,000 cubic feet of stone have been 
quarried, The stone is a shell formation, and well laid in hydraulic cement. 

Fort Pickens, Pensacola harbor, Florida.—The small balance of funds applicable to this work has been 
or will be expended this season on the finishing of the officers’ and soldiers’ quarters, and some slight 
repairs. 

Fort on Foster's Bank, Florida.—The sum estimated for this work has been found sufficient for its 
completion, as, by the report of the superintending engineer, it was to have been completed in the month 
of October. Its site is now considered secure from any inroads of the sea, having been exposed in August 
last to a very severe gale, from which it sustained no injury. Several parts of the work, subject to the 
pressure of the arches, have been increased in their dimensions, and the terreplein covered with a terrace 
of masonry nine inches thick. 

Twelve rooms have been fitted up in the casemates for officers’ quarters, and six large ones for the 
soldiers, An appropriation of $33,000 will be asked for to meet the demand against the work, which, to 
this amount, has been constructed on the individual credit of the engineer. 

Fort Livingston, Grande Terre, Louisiana.—Operations have remained suspended at this work during 
the year for the want of an officer to superintend it. A keeper and one man are employed to take care 
of the public property and make sundry small improvements near the site of the work. 


CONTINGENCIES OF FORTIFICATIONS. 


The balance of former appropriations under this head and a transfer of about $3,000 from other appro- 
priations, amounting in the whole to about $12,500, have been applied to making gun traverses and to 
repairs of fortifications on the Gulf of Mexico, 

Incidental eapenses attending repairs of fortifications, and for the purchase of land in their neighborhood. — 
There was no appropriation under this head at the last session of Congress, but a transfer of $32,000 was 
made, by order of the President, in conformity with the second section of the act of appropriation of July, 
1836, from the appropriation for fortifications in Charleston harbor. This transfer, as well as that of the 
whole appropriation for Fort Monroe, was made in consequence of the want of officers to superintend 
the expenditure. These amounts, in addition to an unexpended balance of $19,000, have been expended 
as follows : for repairs of Fort Mifflin, $29,000 ; repairs of Fort McHenry, $13,000 ; purchase of land near 
Fort Delaware, $4,000 ; and for purchase of gun traverses for several works, $1,500: 

HARBORS AND RIVERS, 

Chicago harbor, Illinois.—The season had advanced to the 13th of Junc, when the present superinten- 
dent resumed the charge of this work ; and since that time the operations have been confined chiefly to 
building up and finishing the work left unfinished at the close of the last year, and to opening a channel 
between the piers by dredging. 

About 200 cords of stone have been thrown into the last 500 feet of the north pier, which will be 
levelled, planked, and completed this fall. The south pier, which was only laid in cribs to the surface of 
the water at the close of the last year, has been levelled and built up throughout its entire length to nearly 
its requisite height above water ; more than 800 cords of stone have been thrown into it. One thousand 
six hundred and eighty feet in length of this pier will be completed this year. 

The only new work commenced this season is 200 feet on the outer end of the south pier, and about 
the same length on the extension of the north pier in-shore. 

The dredging machine has been kept in active operation, and has opened a good channel 80 feet broad 
along the inner side of the south pier, the least depth of water along which is ten feet ; with a northerly 
wind, vessels have entered drawing 10 fect 10 inches, 
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In consequence of the remarkable position which the outer bar has assumed, a still further extension 
of the piers of 200 feet beyond that conte mplated last year is rendered necessary. This will carry out 
the north pier to 14 feet water, a depth which it is supposed cannot for many years be materially lessened 
by the encroachment of the bars. ‘The sand is constantly accumulating on the north side of the north 
pier, and will continue to do so till the piers are carried into the deep water of the lake beyond its 
sensible influence. The extension here proposed will avert the evil for ten or perhaps fifteen years 

Harbors on the south shore of Lake Erie—For the present condition and wants of these harbors, 
reference is respectfully made to the accompanying reports of the supe ‘rintendents, marked A and B. 

Genesee river and Oak Orchard creck.—The state of these harbors is shown in the interesting report 
of the superintendent appended, marked C, to which I beg leave to refer. 

\ light is necessary at the extremity of the pier at the mouth of the Genesee, and it is pocnuncnavdet 
to construct there a permanent light-house of good materials to serve as a beacon for the entrance of the 
harbor, and to supersede, eventually, the old light-house on the main land, which is now in a state of 
decay. ‘The plan and estimate for this have been transmitted to the proper officer of the treasury. 

Big Sodus bay and Oswego, Lake Ontario, New York.—The reports of the super intendents of these two 
improvements are also appended, marked D and EK, as containing interesting detailed information. 

Monument on Steele's ledge, Maine—The unexpended balance of the appropriation for this monument 
was, at the last session of Congress, reappropriated for “placing buoys in the vicinity of the monument.” 

The funds have been placed in the hands of an agent, but no report has yet been ‘forwarded, 

Portland harbor—A contract for 401 yards of the inner extremity of 


Breakwater on Stanford's ledge, 
this breakwater was made in September, 1836; about 400 feet of this were laid last fall, and the whole is 


now nearly completed. 

Two other contracts were made in the spring for 172 yards additional. 
pleted this season a distance of 1,700 feet, containing 20,000 cubic yards of stone. 

On account of the difiicuity of measuring the mass under water, the remainder 
done by contract, but the stone will be purchased and put in place by the government. 

The agent reports that the portion of the breakwater already constructed has been found efficacious 
in keeping off the heavy swell that formerly swept over the ledge at high water, and caused much damage 
to the shipping in the harbor. 

Piers at Kennebunk, Maine—The appropriation of July, 1836, for this work, retained until the present 
season in consequence of the late period at which it became available, has been entirely expended. 

The pier-head and a considerable portion of the pier proper are nearly completed. 

Three hundred and sixty-five feet remain to be constructed, of which 100 should immediately be built, 
as the old pier is very weak, and will soon be washed away. An estimate for the amount will be submitted. 

Deepening the channel of the Cocheco branch of the Piscataqua river, leading into Dover harbor, New Hamp- 
shire.—Operations commenced at a ledge of rocks impeding the navigation, which has been blasted fora 
depth of about four feet, making a channel 36 feet wide for vessels of far greater burden than could before 


There will probably be com- 
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navigate the river. 

They have been carried on also at 
have been raised from the bed of the river. 

A quantity of sand has also been excavated. There are still several bars and masses of rock to be 
removed. Ten thousand dollars, in addition to existing balances of appropriation, will probably meet the 
expense of the completion of this improvement. 

Merrimack river, Massachusetis;--The breakwater at the mouth of this river is finished, but it will 
require some slight repairs the next spring. Ample funds for this are now in the hands of the agent. 

Breakwater at Sandy bay, Massachusetts——Two hundred fect of this breakwater are finished, and two 
hundred more, with the ig of the facing on the inside; some progress has been made with the 
remainder, About 45,000 tons of stone have been de posited, and it is estimated that the same quantity 
will be required to finish the ek. When completed, it will form a harbor accessible at all times of tide, 
and capable of sheltering more than five hundred sail of vessels. 

Preservation of Rainsford island, Massachuselts-—A stoue wall for the protection of this island has been 
built, 1,537 feet in length, about seven fect thick, and from seven to twelve feet high, protected in front by 
loose ballast stone. The appropriation has been expended to within about $500, now in the hands of the agent. 

To complete the protection of the island, a portion of the wall, of 450 fe et in le neth, will require two 
more courses of stone, with a pavement of flat stones in the rear. An estimate is herewith submitted. 

Dusbury, Massachusetts.—To preserve the point of land designated by the act of appropriation, brush 
fences have been laid during the season, but no report of operations has been yet received. 

Plymouth beach, Massachusetts.—-A small remnant of appropriation has been expended this season in 
repairing the breakwater, and securing and putting in place the drift seaweed, to prevent the drifting of 


Trickey’s shoal and at the narrows, where the remaining rocks 


the sand. 
The whole extent of Plymouth beach is represented to be now in fine condition; the brush fence is 


covered with five or six feet of sand, and a growth of beach grass. The wooden foundation sills of a 
portion of the breakwater having been nearly destroye d by the worms, an estimate for the amount neces- 
sary to replace a length of 820 feet, with a substantial stone wall, is herewith submitted. 

Provincetown harbor, Massachuselts.--About 220 acres of beach have been planted with grass this year, 
and the estimate submitted is for the same quantity the next season. The grass grows well, and the pro- 
tection of the beach will be accomplished, with the necessary appropriations, in 1840. 

Hyannis breakwater, Massachusetts —The eastern end of the breakwater is finished to a length of about 
1,140 feet. There remain now but 200 feet at the western end to complete it, an estimate for which will 
be submitted. 

The first proposed height of the breakwater having been found insufficient for security, an additional 
course of heavy stones has been laid on the latest constructed portions, and it is contemplated to raise the 
The eastern extremity has been arranged to receive a beacon-light, in anti- 


whole in a similar manner. 
The work has already ‘proved to be a great auxili: iry to the 


cipation of an appropriation for that object 
safety of this very important harbor. 
Breakwater at the mouth of Bass river.—Of this work, 50 feet in length have been completed this 
eason, 30 feet are in astateof forwarduess, and material for 10 feet more is at hand, and will be deposited. 
The balance of the appropriation will be sufficient for about 18 feet more, making a total length of 108 feet. 
The cost of the linear foot of this work is greater than was originally estimated, in consequence of 
a misapprehension as to the kind of stone to be used, and the increase in its price. Ten thousand dollars 


can be advantageously expended the next scason, and $30,000, it is now expected, will complete the work, 
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An idea of the importance of this harbor may be formed from the fact of there being 228 arrivals of 
vessels from September 10 to October 9, inclusive. 

New Bedford harbor, Massachusetts —The removal of the wreck in this harbor has been effected. 

Breakwater at Chureh’s cove, litle Compton, Rhode Island.--Owing to the difficulty of obtaining a 
deed of the land and privilege of removing the stones necessary for its prosecution, this work was not 
commenced as early as was anticipated; and after its commencement, heavy winds and sea, and a want 
of shelter for the vessels transporting stone, prevented its being carried on as rapidly as might have been 
expected; but these difficulties are in part obviated by its present advanced state, which already affords 
some security for vessels and scows employed in its construction. Much more, it is hoped, can be accom- 
plished the next year. By the end of October, as stated in the report of the superintendent, there were 
to have been completed 100 feet in length, requiring 5,246 tons of stone. ‘lo complete this work accord- 
ing to the plan proposed, 22,000 tous of stone, at a cost of $26,767, will be required. In consequence of 
the increased price of stone, the present estimate for completion will exceed the original one about $7,200. 
Vessels that are now driven by stress of weather up the eastern channel of the Narraganset bay are 
obliged to run several miles above this place to find safe anchorage; the delay and danger attending this 
will be obviated by the breakwater, which will afford ample security. 

Thames river, Connecticut.—In 1836 two piers were constructed on the east side of this river, one of 
which is 1,500 feet long; the two containing 3,036 cubic yards of stone. During the present season two 
others have been constructed on the same side, having an aggregate length of S70 feet, and requiring 
2,822 cubic yards of stone; also two on the west side, with an aggregate length of 1,100 feet, and 
requiring 3,444 cubic yards of stone. 

Two dredging machines have been employed, and have deepened the channel across the bar called 
the Haycocks, through a length of 930 feet, and «a width of 60 feet. 

The superintendent judges, from the effects already produced, that the success of the project for 
improving the harbor does not admit of a doubt. 

Saybrook harbor, Connecticut.—The season was so much advanced when the local agent received the 
necessary plan and instructions for the contemplated improvement at the mouth of Connecticut river as 
to render it inexpedient, in his jadgment, to commence operations this year. It was concluded, therefore, 
to make the necessary preparations during the winter, to commence at as early a period in the spring as 
the weather will permit. 

Bridgeport harbor, Connecticut—A channel of cight feet in depth has been excavated nearly across 
the outer bar that formerly closed the entrance to this harbor at low tides to vessels drawing more 
than five feet of water. 

The agent reports the probability that the channel! will be kept open by the current, as it is now 
deeper than when first made. 

Fairweather island, Connecticut —Three hundred and sixty feet of the sea wall for the preservation of 
this island have been finished this season, The ends of it will be exposed te injury from every gale until 
the whole is completed, which renders an early appropriation desirable. Five hundred feet in length 
remain to be built. 

In order to seenre the harbor, the old breakwater should also be repaired. Storms are now washing 
it away and filling up the harbor. 

Southport harbor, Connecticut—The stone wall for the preservation of the dike has been completed, 
and, in the opinion of the local agent, will fulfil its purpose. A small sum has been expended upon the 
breakwater, which is represented as being now strong and permanent. A prolongation of this break- 
water is recommended as necessary; to effect which, an estimate will be submitted 

Harbor of Westport, and beach at Cedar Point, Connecticut——The stone wall on Cedar Point is in a state 
of rapid advancement, and will, in all probability, be completed in November, affording complete security 
to that point, and requiring no further aid from the government. 

Owing to unexpected delays, the canal through the “ Great Marsh,” which it was anticipated might 
be finished the present season, cannot be completed before the early part of next summer. 

A small additional appropriation of $770 will be required to secure the work now under construction. 

Hudson river, New York.—The operations of the season for improving the navigation of this river 
near Albany, the present state of the work, and the projected alterations in the plan, are fully detailed in 
the report of the superintendent, which is appended, marked F, 

Ice-breaker on Staten island, New York.—I\n consequence of a series of failures on the part of the con- 
tractors, but little had been accomplished on this work to the date of the report of the superintendent, 
(October 28, 1837.) A contract made last fall to construct all the stone piers by this spring was not 
complied with; another contract was made early in June for the same, with a proviso that either party 
might withdraw after the completion of one pier; of this proviso the contractor availed himself. An 
engagement, made late in June with another party, failed through some alleged misapprehension, was 
renewed in August, and failed again in September through the bad faith of the contractor. 

Another engagement has been entered into, and it is now probable that all the stone for the piers 
will be delivered in the course of November, and the whole eleven piers and the remainder of the piling 
be finished this year. 

New Brunswick harbor, New Jersey—FYor the operations of this year in the improvement of this 
harbor, I beg leave to refer to the accompanying report of the local engineer, marked G. 

Tittle Egg Harbor, New Jersey.—The appropriation for this work has been expended, with the excep- 
tion of a small balance; and the protection afforded to Tucker’s island, which covers the harbor, is, so far, 
satisfactory. The improvements were conducted upon the general features of the plan reported to the 
department, with some slight medification, dictated by the experience of the skilful engineer who superin- 
tended them. In addition to the brush fence parallel to the shore, he has constructed breakwaters, 
projecting from high-water mark to low water, 800 feet apart. 

The effect of these has been not only to prevent the previous abrasion of the beach, but to cause a 
deposit of sand between high and low water ark of at least a foot in depth, and a consequent extension 
into the sea. For any farther information, I have the honor to refer to the detailed report of the styperin- 
tendent already submitted, in answer to a call of the House of Representatives. 

Chester harbor, Pennsylvania.—Vhe improvement of this harbor was continued last fall by replacing 
the defective wood-work of the two northern piers and their connecting bridges and mooring posts until 
the funds were exhausted. : 

The appropriation of $2,000 of March last has been applied to taking down and renewing the sustaining 
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walls of the southern causeway for a distance of 150 feet; to repairing other parts of it; and to filling in 


all the wharves, and covering them and the causeways with broken stone. This useful harbor is now in 
as eood order as the nature of the case Peri its. 

Wilmington harbor, Delaware—The improvement of this harbor, as mentioned in my last report, if 
was determined to restrict to blasting and dredeing. 

In August and September last the steam-dredging apparatus, with its accompanying lighters, cranes, 
&2, was put in operation, and found to be well adapted to its purpose. Up to the 80th September 5,000 
cubic hier of mud had been removed from the bed of the river and deposited over the dikes along its 
The estimate for continuing this apes the next year embraces the residue of the sum called for 
Major Bache. Afier the expenditure of this, the future estimates may be better 


margi 

by the original estimate of } 
determin d from the asce rtained effects of the eigepert system. 

Harbor of Newcastle, Delaware—The pier for she Ite ving vessels from drifting tee, referred to in the 

tlie close of operations in the fall, and, even in its unfinished state, 


last annual report, was sank before tlie « 

was found useful in protecting much valuable property from the drift ice during the winter, 
The funds available for this season not being sufficient to effect the entire contemplated improvement, 

the superintendent determined to adopt such course as would secure to the harbor the greatest immediate 

i <v 


ry 





aagvantace, 

Instead, th re, of finishing the first pier, he concluded to deposit the stone upon it in such a way 
as to secure uniformity of settling, and, leaving it in this condition, to apply the residue of the funds to 
putting a second pier in the same state and to removing some obstructions that prevented the entrance 
of the current iito the harbor. The result of this arrangement has been that a safe harbor now exists for 


likely to seek shelter here, though in an unfinished state. 
Delaware breakwater, Delaware bay.—The officer in charge of this work has not yet been able to furnish 
a minute acconnt of the present condition of this work, or of the artificial harbor formed by it. 

the following facts are, however, extracted from his short memoir, showing generally what has been 
done and what is yet required: . 

‘The quan itity of stone received at the breakwatet during the year was 54,766233 tons, the whole of 
pean qari 's, in Delaware, and such as [ hi we judged the best for the work. It 
lias been deposited on the breakwater ar id ice-breaker, raising each of ‘these works, on their entire length, 
some feet above high water, thereby incr asing the capacity of a harbor to the extent to which it is 
susceptible until the works are prolong A portion of each of these works has been raised to the 
required height. I can discover ba ines or alteration in the shoals or bottom of the harbor, or about 
it, during the past year, in any way calculated to affect it as a safe harbor, or differing in the least from 


for mer surveys, 
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“The capacity of the harbor docs not keep pace with the necessities and wants of the coasting and 
foreign trade. At times vessels are so numerous in the harbor as to run foul of and injure each other 
considerably during the continuance of gales; and some have this season gone ashore for want of shelter 
under the lee of the works, being eee lled 
“The continued utility of the work is exhibited by the annexed table, giving the number of days’ 
being » formed to Se ptember 30, 1837: 


to anchor in the seaway near the ends of the work. 


«> 
security afforded to ve ssels annually, from the first season of shelter 




















Ships Brigs. | Schooners.|Filot-boats. Sloops. | Total. 
From September 30, 1833, to September 30, 1854. | 48 302 135 | 563 3d1 | 1, 829 
The year ending September 80, 1835....... souk’ “2ae 496 , 176 | 563 427 | = 2, 178 
psiens sauce HEL eRE REPO isd wees “eee 1, 028 2, 923 | 7159 604; 5, 620 
| eee . es. >: ve 226 oT 2,993 Tot | 610 | », O99 
, 691 2,432 7,767 | 2,439; 1,992! 15, 321 


“The wharf or pier that was requived to be built from the beach within this harbor has been finished, 
and some ice-breakers, to guard it trom drifting ice, partially finished. No use has been made of this 
wharf up to the end of Octoker, except by one pilot-boat making fast to it for a short period. A plan of 
its construction is forwarded,’ 

Mooring buoys in the harbor of Delaware breakwater.—An appropriation of $2,000 ws as made at the last 
session of Congress for placing mooring buoys in the harbor formed by the Delaware breakwater. Three 
of sufficient size and buoyancy to support two men, have been placed 
in the safest parts of the harbor. They are secured by an inch-and-a-half chain cable to mushroom anchors, 
weighing each 5,000 pounds. The weight is calculated for the largest class of merchant vessels, and 
will serve even for a small frigate. The buoys have been made of different shapes, to test their relative 
advantages in the tide-way and during the period of drifting ice, Their greatest usefulness will be during 
the winter, but they have already been the means of saving from inevitable destruction one vessel that 
broke from her mooring’s. 

Harbor of Baltimore, Maryland —Vhe dredging of this harbor has been prosecuted with energy, and 
This operation must necessarily be continuous, and, for its furtherance the 


wooden buoys, covered with zine, 


the appropriation exhausted, 
next year, the sum of $25,000 will be asked. 

Improveme nt of the debouches of the Dismal Swamp canal.—At_ the southern extremity a dredging 
machine has been employed since August, at the junction of Joyce’s creck and the Pasquotank. Laborers 
are also employed cutting off some of the most prominent points of land on the creek, with a view of 
straightening the channel, relieving the current, and making reom for vessels to pass in narrow places. 
This portion of the work will require another year to complete it, as a large force cannot be employed to 
advantage. When done, the navigation will be very good, ani . * is sup posed will remain so. 


At the northern extremity of the canal a channel of ten fect in depth was obtained in Deep creek by 
of its former height, 


t 
dredging; but the bottom, which is of sand, has again filled up to within a foot 
proving that no permanent improvement can be effected in this way. 
This can probably only be accomplished by a lock and dam, as recommended in 1829, at a cost of 
I d . i ‘ ) ? 


about $27 000, 
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The Dismal Swamp canal is an important link in the line of inland water communication, as it 
conuects the sounds of the Carolinas with the Chesapeake bay. 

Ocracoke inlet, North Carolina —The jettee recommended in 1885 was commenced in March last, and 
nearly completed, when a gale in August injured it to such a degree that it was thought inexpedient to 
proceed with the work. 

The depth of water on the shoal to the northwest of the jettee has increased about 18 inches; and it 
is probable that the jettee in its present state may have very beneficial eflects. 

The local engineer remarks that the changes which are continually taking place in the navigation of 
this inlet may, at some future time, present an opportunity of permanently improving it, at a compara- 
tively small expense; for the present, however, he entertains the belief that no immediate benefit can be 
looked for, and he accordingly recommends a cessation of the work. 

Pamlico river, North Carolina —Towards the close of November last the dredging was progressing 
satisfacterily, and before the end of December there would have been a channel fifty yards wide and eight 
fect deep; but on the 30th of November the operations were interrupted by the burning of the boat, 
supposed, after a careful investigation, to be the work of an incendiary. This boat was transferred from 
the Ocracoke inlet improvement. 

Should it be determined to prosecute the work in Pamlico river, the appropriation must cover the 
cost of another boat, as well as provide for the labor of dredging; the estimate will be made with this 
view, 

New river and Core sound, North Carolina.—An act was passed at the last session of Congress, 
appropriating $20,000 “for the improvement of the navigation of New river and Core sound.” The 
necessary preliminary survey of New river has lately been finished, and it is judged by the officer in 
charge expedient to confine his operations for its improvement simply to dredging. A beating channel 
will be necessary, and it is proposed to excavate one 200 yards wide, to a depth of seven feet at high 
water; for this 400,000 cubic yards must be removed, at an estimated cost of $62,500. It is supposed 
that this improvement will be comparatively permanent, and the amelioration of the navigation relieve 
the inhabitants of Onslow county alone of an annual transportation tax of $8,000. A dredging boat has 
been constructed, for the operation of which the ensuing year the appropriation already made will sufiice. 

No survey of the Core sound was made by the engineer to whom the charge of its improvement will 
be intrusted, as one was already in progress by a brigade of topographical engineers. A copy of the 
map of this survey will be supplied him as carly as possible, with instructions to report a plan of 
improvement based thereon. 

Savannah river, Georgia.—There having been no action in the legislature of South Carolina relative to 
the contemplated obstruction between IHutchinson’s and Argyle’s islands, the operations on this river have 
this season been confined to dredging. 

Kleven thousand two hundred and thirty-two cubic yards of mud and sand have been removed, 
widening the channel, and giving it an average increased depth of about one foot. A new steamer, to 
replace the “ Essayons,” taken away for service in Florida, is now under contract, and will probably be 
finished by the close of the present month. 

Brunswick harbor, Georgia.—No officer bein 
improvement of this harbor. 

Improvement of the inland navigation between St, Mary's and St. Johi’s, Florida —During the last season 
the dredge-boat has been employed in cutting a channel through the oyster banks between the Sisters, 
near the St. John’s river. The channel is now completed to a length of 680 feet, and is 70 feet broad 
and three feet deep at ordinary low water; 2,990 cubic yards have been excavated. To open the naviga- 
tion throughout there are yet to be dredged at the Amelia dividings about 500 yards in length, and at the 
Talbot dividings 1,490 yards. As most of this excavation is from a bottom bare at low water, and can 
only be earricd on when the dredge floats, the operation is necessarily very slow, 

From these considerations of the extent of the work, slowness of operations, and great and increasing 
importance of this pass, the construction of an additional dredge is recommended, the cost of which is 
included in the estimate of next year. 

Apalachicola, Florida.—The application of the appropriation of $10,000 for removing a shoal called the 
“Bulkhead,” in this harbor, has been intrusted to the intendant and council of the city of Apalachicola; and 
it is believed that arrangements will be made by which the intended improvement will be speedily 
commenced, An estimate for its prosecution will be submitted, should it be deemed advisable, after infor- 
mation is obtained of the practicability of removing the existing obstructions. 

Mobile harbor, Alabama.—A contract was entered into on October 9, 1836, for dredging the Choctaw 
Pass; but, in consequence of the delay of the contractor to commence operations, it was annulled in June, 
1837, and a contract made with another individual, the execution of which will probably commence by 
the first of December next, and be prosecuted without further delay. 

Preparations are also now making for the vigorous prosecution of the dredging of the Dog River bar. 

Pascagoula river, Mississippi—The attempt to improve the channel of this river by dredging having 
been attended with no beneficial results, some portions filling up nearly as fast as excavated, operations 
have been suspended, and the balance of funds passed to the eredit of the Treasurer of the United States. 

Red river, Louisiana.—The annexed report of the agent charged with the removal of the great raft, 
marked HI, shows that there now remain but 440 yards of this obstruction. An early appropriation, 
suflicient to cut away this, is very desirable, on the score both of economy and of immediate great public 
benefit. The report of the officer of engineers appointed to inspect the operations on this river is also 
appended, marked H No. 1. 

Ohio and Mississippi rivers below the falls of the Ohio, and the Arkansas river.—The reports of the 
superintendent of these improvements are also appended, marked I and K, together with the inspection 
report, marked I No. 2, with the estfinate for further prosecution. 

Ohio river above the falls —The report of the oflicer charged with the improvement of this portion of 
the Ohio is appended, marked L, giving a detailed account of the operations during the year and of the 
further improvements proposed, 

Cumberland river.—For an account of the work performed during the past season for the improve- 
ment of this river, I would respectfully refer to the reports of the local agent, marked M and N. 

Pier in the Mississippi river, near St. Louis.—An ofticer of engineers was intrusted with the execution 
of this work and of several others in August last. It has not yet been commenced, as his time to the 
present date has been entirely occnpied with the necessary preliminary surveys. A matured plan is not 


g¢ disposable, nothing has this year been done for the 
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yet submitted, for this reason; but the amount now available being, in his judgment, sufficient for the 
operations of the next year, no appropriation will be asked for. 

Mississippi river above the mouth of the Ohio, and the Missouri river.—The officcr charged with the 
last-named improvement has also the superintendence of this, and, for the reason there mentioned, has 
been enabled only to make minute surveys of several of the most important points and preparations for a 
vigorous prosecution of the work early in the spring. 

Examinations have been made of the Rock river and Des Moines rapids of the Mississippi, which wil] 
be among the first objects of attention. 

Time has not allowed an examination of the Missouri. 

Deepening the mouths of the Mississippi.—rThree several 9 for accomplishing this object were 
submitted by the officer to whom the execution is to be intrusted: Ist, closing all but one of the passes at 
the point where the *y leave the main trunk of the river; 2d, cutting a ship canal from the river; 34d, 
deepening, by steam dredging machines, one or more passes. 

The first two projec ts. being deemed costly, uncertain in their issue, and requiring a greater period 
of time than the other, it has been determined to adopt the latter, so far as to test the advantages that 
may be derived, before determining on any other involving hazard and great expenses, The operations 
have therefore been limited to the construction of a steam dredge, the boat to be of 282 tons burden, with 
a high-pressure engine, which will propel the boat and work the machinery. 

Four vessels are also to be built, to receive the excavation, and are expected to be ready by the 15th 
of December. 

In consequence, however, of the great interest felt in this work by the city of New Orleans, and in 
order to allay any appre shensions that the proper attention had not been bestowé ad upon it, the depar tment, 
willing to subject all the different plans that have been proposed to the severest scrutiny, has now laid 
the whole matter, with all the information in its possession, before a board of engineers. 

This board will issue minute instructions to the local superintendent concerning an examination to 
be made by him of the whole delta of the Mississippi, upon the report of which examination they are to 
base a project for this highly important improvement. 

Survey of the Sabine river.—In fulfilment of your instructions of April last directions were given to 
Captain H. M. Shreve to examine the upper part of the Sabine, whilst Captain Chase, of the engineers, 
should cause a survey to be made of the lower part. The duties of the first-named gentleman not allowing 
him the necessary time, the examination was made by an officer of the line of the army and submitted to 
the major general. A survey of the mouth, ordered by Captain Chase, was made in April last. 

From his report it appears that the debouche of the Sabine is into a lake about twelve miles long and 
twenty broad, which is connected by a pass with the Gulf. 

The ebstructions to the navigation of this river are, Ist, bars at the head and mouth of the pass, and 
shoals in the pass; 2d, the shoalness of the water of the lake; 3d, bars at the debouche of the river into 
the lake; 4th, two rafts about one hundred miles up the river, very loose, composed merely of logs on the 
surface of the water. 

The result of the survey shows, Ist, that vessels of seven feet draught can ascend the pass to its 
head; 2d, vessels of five feet draught can cross into the lake and approach to within a mile of the mouth 
of the river; and 3d, vessels of fonr feet draught can cross the bar at the debouche of the river into. the 
lake. After passing this bar, eighteen feet of water can be carried a great distance up the river. The 
soundings, however, about the mouth of this river are subject to very great changes from the winds, tides, 
freshets, Ke. Eve ry heavy gale alters, in some degree, the direction and depth of the channel. 

Ten years ago lrelve feet water could be bie i into the pass, and, at a later period, only five, where 
there are now seven. The river could, no doubt, be advantageously improved. 


LIGHT-HOUSES AND BEACON-LIGHTS, 


Lakes Erie and Ontario.—For the condition of the light-houses and beacons along the south shores of 
Lakes Erie and Ontario, the construction of which has been committed to this department, I would 
respectfully refer to the several reports of the superintendents of the public works at those places, which 
are appended hereto, marked A, D, and E. 

Pier, dike, and light-house at Goat island.—The pier on which the light-house is to rest was commenced 
arly in the spring. Its walls, ten and eight feet thick, are built up to low water of cobble work, and the 
interior filled with boulder stones. ‘The superstructure of the walls is of regular masonry, faced with 
granite laid in hydraulic mortar, and is nearly completed. The foundation of the light-house is also in a 
state of forwardness. 

Operations for the season were to close with the finishing of the pier. 

It is proposed by the local engineer to collect, this winter, sufficient materials to complete the light- 
house early next summer, and to apply the balance of the amount appropriated to the construction of the 
dike. 

Light-house on Flynn’s Knoll, near Sandy Hook.—The plan for this important work is not yet 
thoroughly matured. The project has been laid before a board of engineers for consideration. 

The cfficer charged with the construction will make every preparation during the winter to commence 
it as early in the spring as the weather will permit. 


ROADS. 





Roads from Detroit to Fort Gratiot, and to the mouth of Grand river appropriation was made 
for either of these roads at the last session of Congress. Some slight repairs have been made on the 
last named with the small unexpended balance. The arrearages for labor on the Fort Gratiot road, 
referred to in my last report, are still due, as the balance of a former appropriation carried to the surplus 
fund has not yet been reappropriated, as there recommended. An estimate to liquidate the same will be 
submitted, 

Roads from Detroit to Chic ‘ago; from Sheldon’s to the mouth of the river St. Joseph's; from Clinton to 
Grand River rapids; from Niles’s to the mouth of the St. Joseph's; and from Detroit to Saginaw.— These roads 
have been inspected by Lieutenant Colonel Pierce, of the first artillery; and several reports, m: arked O, 
are herewith submitted, showing their present condition and the finds necessary for their repair and 


completion 
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Road from La Plaisance bay to the Detroit and Chicago road.—F or particular information relating to 
this road 1 would respectfully refer to the report, marked A, of the superintendent. It appears from this 
that the road is now almost impassable in places. An estimate for the amount to complete it and to 
mect the existing liabilities is submitted. 

Road from Memphis to the St. Francis river—The report of the superintendent of this road is also 
appended, marked P. 

Cumberland road.—For your information respecting this great national avenue, the reports of the 
several superintendents are hereto appended, marked Q, R, and 8. 

Military Academy.—The present condition of this institution is shown in the annual report of the 
board of visitors herewith, marked T. The wants of the institution are there fully set forth, and to them 
I would respectfully urge your attention. 

Sites for fortifications on Lake Champlain, and for a fort on the Gulf coast of Mississippi.—mNo reports 
have been yet received of the surveys for determining either of these sites; as soon as received, the 
project of defence will be put in train of preparation, and submitted as soon as matured. 

Defence of the western frontier—For the project proposed for this important object, I have the honor 
to refer you to my report of the 31st October last, furnished in obedience to a call of the House of Repre- 
sentatives. 

Waters of Lake Erie—The minute examination of the shores of Lake Erie, necessary to ascertain if 
the works at Black Rock have raised the level of its waters, and called for by a resolution of the Senate 
of March 2, 1837, has not been commenced in consequence of a want of funds. An estimate for the 
necessary amount will be submitted. 


OFFICE OF THE CHIEF ENGINEER, 


T have the honor again earnestly to call the attention of the Secretary to the insufficiency of numbers 
in the corps of engineers, for a proper performance of the duties imposed upon them. 

In consequence of a want of officers, many important works referred to in this report have been 
intrusted entirely to the care of civil agents, and others to their immediate charge, under a general 
superintendence of an officer. This latter course, frequently rendered necessary by the number of works 
under this department, and the impossibility of procuring capable civil agents, imposes upon each officer 
the most constant and unremitted labor, while at the same time it is impossible that each work can 
receive from him more than an occasional inspection. To say nothing of the advantage of securing to 
each of our important national undertakings the persdnal superintendence of a competent engineer, and 
the faithful and economical application of the public funds, the increase of the corps of engineers would 
be attended with a direct economy considered solely with reference to their pay as public agents. I have 
therefore the honor to reiterate my recommendations of several past years, that the corps of engineers be 
increased to double its present number, as that is the least force with which operations can properly be 
carried on. 

All of which is respectfully submitted. : 
C. GRATIOT, Chief Engineer. 
Hlon. J. R. Potsserr, Secretary of War. 
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Slatement erhibiting the fiscal concerns of the Engineer department for the year ending September, 30, 1837, in 
which the funds that had accrued within that period, and the manner of accruing, are stated and accounted 
for by showing their application. 
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FORTIFICATIONS. i | 
| $192,684 55 | $182,684.55 | $154,318 86 | 19,600 00 $8,765 69 | 


Fort Warren... .ccccccccccccccccscsccccccccecccloces ccvcccccees $182,684 55 
Preservation of Castle island, and repair of Fort | 
98,267 77 98,267 77 68,833 45 5,500 00 23, 934 32 98, 267 








Independence ..ccccccccccsccccccecccscecces|s te eerecesees 77 
Ore AGAIIB sins <is10:0001010s 400s sseenieriscciesesuee|ceesces sesame 136,160 70 ne m 
Fort Adams, transferred from Fort Monroe .....; $60,000 00 |.....ceeeeeere 196, 160° 70 149, 362 79 bad a 196,160 70 
Fort Schuyler ......cccceccccccecvesccccccccse coeccves eoecee| 203,935 46 203,935 46 103,514 85 | 95,000 00 5,420 61 | 203,935 46 
Repairs of Fort Columbus and Castle William. .).... +++ east 21,021 43 21,021 43 19,461 03 |..ccccccccveces 1,560 40 | 21,021 45 
Sa AE CMON isis ese ksicciess|sivesese sevens 1,180 15 TARORI GH e seiniccstccamealesecassowevsce 1,780 15 | 1,780 13 
Fort Hamilton ..cccccccscccvccccccccsccceccccce|sccecccccccece 1,156 12 1,156 12 teen e eee eens seeeeeeeee eens 1,156 12 | 1,156 12 
Purchase of land and right of way at Throg’s | | | | 

POINE ..o00csccccccsescecccecoserececececccces|sevecescetoecs 2,000 00 2,000 00 2,000 00 | ..ccccccesccceloccescccesconel 2,000 00 
Post Delaware oes cseceescccescosscccvcccscccsleces cece sees 226,572 45 1) | 
Fort Delaware, transferred from fortifications in | t 164,572 41 80,438 00 | 57,680 00 26,453 71 | 164,572 41 

Charleston harbor.... beseeeeeeeeeeeeeee eee! QSB000O0i cscs caveerl | 
Fort McHenry, Redoubt Wood, and Covington | | | 

WRUOTY 3 ran cewcscceeesecdavoesteceerscocsecliesaseeestcceet S0,000 10 AS66810! — ABGEB 10! oes. cvesceeel secsccesocsee! 48,668 10 
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ropriations for 1837, 


Designation of the works. 





| 

i 

| 
Fort Monroe, $150,000* ......6665. pasueess soul beanie ewanieais 
POE AORINGUN 6056 c20snccenseenes pee eeees woes |seeeeseeesenes 
PERG on scessensebcbe benesiee se Shab Raas obacksaeenewes 
Fort Palaek’ «.. ..0.0.0.0000006000 200008 oesece Py ore ae 


Fort Pulaski, transferred from Fort Monroe ....| 
Fortifications in Charleston harbor,’and preser- | 

vation of the site of Fort Moultrief ......sccslescecccccccces 
Fort Morgan.....scccccccvccccsscscccecs pee seal saheeaess dees 
Repairs at Fort Marion, and the sea wall at St. 


AUBUSHINE 222000000 cocccccececces coer nossceleccrccevcccces 
Fort Pickens .....ccccccccecccsceses pashan abesicbae -esake ease 
Fort at Foster’s Bank, Pensacola ...... ERTS re 


Ditto, transferred from Charleston harbor....... 27,000 00 
Fort Jackson ....eseecesesees wc eces cece secees lees cevcvcece 
Fort at Grande Terre, Louisiana..... 


Incidenta] expenses attending repairs of fortifi- 


cations, and for the purchase of additional 
land in their neighborhood.......... ART eee caw 
Ditto, transferred from fortifications, Charleston 
ee eT Oey ee eee Pe ery | 
Contingenties OF LOrtCAONG ...00:< ccc 2008s lecvadcceccescs 
Ditto, transferred from fortifications, Charleston 
BARDOT 00s ccccccccsesccceecces See cesecceoes 
Ditto, transferred from Fort Pickens ...........! 


248,123 3 


ROADS. i acer 
Road froin Detroit to Saginaw bay.......scceccsiccescccccceces | 
Road from Detroit to Fort Gratiot ........ 00000: lL pabatanuseaes 


Road from Detroit to Grand river .......cccccccloccccccccccscs 
Road from Detroit towards Chicago...... er sess Ubswee sas 
Road from La Plaisance bay to the Chicago road.|.......00. 008. 
Road from Sheldon’s, on the Chicago road, to | 

St Joseph’s river .......0. seaeeheeeperereess eee seeee 


Road from Clinton, on the Chicago road, to the | 


rapids of Grand river.. .......00.- Te | cccccecce 
Road between Niles’s and the mouth of St. | 
PORCINE TIVES viccsicesese cass S000 e0seeee cceclevccccece 
Cumberland road in TlinOis....cccccccccsecccces 100,000 00 
Cumberland road in Indiana..... Loknauaiea ues 100,000 00 
Cumberland road in Ohi0.... eee. cece cess caieee 190,000 00 
Cumberland road east of the Ohio river........ 7.183 63 


Road from opposite Memphis, on the Mississippi 


river, to the St. Francis river .... .eccee sees oleesee 


397, 1¢3 63 
IMPROVEMENTS OF RIVERS, HARBORS, ETC. <<) 
Improving the harbor of Chicago. ........ ceee. 40.000 00 


Worksat the harbor near the mouth of the river 


DEL SSE bhebkses cheb sees sannenicns Soe ons 30,600 00 
Removing obstructions at Huron river..... see 2,565 00 
Removing obstructions at Black river ......... 6,410 00 
Improving Cleveland harbor.......cceeceeceee 10,000 00 
Removing obstructions at Grand river ..........!) saves cccceees 
Piers Bt Ese PANSANCE BAY cians 2000 00r0 05008000 [eit ech Re 


Removing obstructions at Cunningham creek... 
Removing obstructions at Ashtabula creek..... 8,000 00 
5.000 00 
15.000 00 


15,000 00 


Removing obstructions at Conneaut creek...... 
Improving the harbor of Presque Isle........+.- 


Improvements at Dunkirk harbor... 


PU AEN, SOMMIO SoS nccawee wrens cce Ranke sctkvaebiawas 
Improvement at Black Rock harbor ........cccejscce ces coves: 
Dredging machine for Lake Erie. ...0<<sscca0e- |seceveceeecees 


TARY AFFAIRS. 


rgregate available. 


ber, 1837. 





$141,108 59 | 141,108 59 | $125,755 01 
58,688 72; 58,688 72 38,083 88 
139,087 69 | 

i 229,087 69 | 133,911 34 | 
eeeeereee oe | | } 
| | 
53,388 72 53,388 72! 17,913 74 | 
789 17 | GOO TAF 1 abedheasuanans 
| | 
51,088 55 | 51,088 55 | 37,636 47 
3,439.13) 3,430 13 | 1,511 75 | 
6 86 | ) 
i 27,006 86 | 27,006 &6 |.. 
nbihRenshigtiies | 


733 71 


53, 769 59 


733 71 | 


53,769 59 | 1,095 80 


49,472 66 


81,472 66 54,095 56 


11,535 45 1,771 46 


x 
. 
we 
_ 
be —_ 
sees ewe 


1, 384, 232 22 


seeeee were eres os 


1,632,355 53 | 1,064,679 65 


I 


Amount availabl 


de 





ember 30, 183 





Amount undrawn from the 


Peewee sere eeeeieee 


$12,200 00 
| 14,809 00 | 


64,070 59 


29, 190 62 


Cee ewer eeeeees 





| 12.638 55 


15,000 00 


12, 865 00 





3,287 49 


378, 832 25 


i 

3,661 95 3.661 $5 } 2,032 76 aGses es vy 
31 88 ME cick ekcnntiasbocvrdiabinnde 
5,353 97 5.35997 | 9,478 77 Nese saseces e 
4,461.28) 4,461 28 | ae 


915 42 1,915 42 | 1.915 42 


1,107 58 1,107 58 


| 
| 
a g | 
721 47 721 as 
| 


2,410 90 
57,570 94 
173,542 12 
234,798 37 
39,047 20 


2,979 97 
269,795 21 
189,225.17 | 289,225 17 
106,043 98 296,043 98 


32,095 23 39,278 86 


2,979 97 | 


169,795 21 


133,733 25 133,733 25 55,459 24 


651,126 36 | 1,048,309 99 


574, 895 86 


19,718 79 59,718 79 48,262 29 
4.200 99 
5,565 34 | 8,130 34 
1,445 21 

11,184 22 


8,056 57 


6,397 85 


8,921 65 


8,056 57 


82 12 | 1 iy 
11362| 5,113 62 4,539 94 
1,679 741 9,679 74 5,708 30 
6,730 37 6,149 41 


5,966 47 | 


| 
can bare 
1,730 37 | 
| 20,966 47 20,259 65 

| 


7,869 55 | 22, 869 55, 21,002 40 
1,221 68] 1,221 68 633 84 

850 00 | 850 00 545 94 
14,452 87 | 14, 452 87 10,982 00 


* $60,000 transferre d to Fort Adams ; $90,000 transferred to Fort Pulaski. 
t $36,000 transferred to Fort Delaware ; $27,000 transferred to fort on Foster’s Bank ; $32,000 transferred to incidental, &c.; $1,900 transferred to 


contingencies. 


34, 800 99 26.068 23 | 


17,947 13 | 
1.012 28x 


| 161,517 34 
| 83,960 00 


50.508 17 


se eeee cece ccs) 


26,000 00 





322,015 51 


j 4,200 00 | 
| 


1,500 00 
| 1,687 73 


} 
. seeeer ees 
sees eseees 





seeee tees esee| 


e accounted for. 
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$3, 153 58 


5, 804 84 


31,105 76 


6,984 36 
789 17 


813 53 


1,927 38 


733 71 


37,673 79 


14,512 10 


6,476 50 


188, 843 63 


1,629 19 
31 88 
1,877 20 


769 06 


504 70 


569 07 
50,676 93 
31,723 05 
10,737 44 

231 66 





92,274 O1 | 


15], 398 62 


see eee seeslenees 


$141,108 


58,688 


229, 087 


53, 388 


51,088 


3,439 


27,006 
733 
53, 769 


x1,472 


11,535 


eeereees 
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66 


1,632, 355 


3,661 
3l 


5,353 


4,461 2 
1,915 4: 


1,107 


721 ¢ 


2,979 
269, 795 
289, 225 
296, 043 


39, 2738 


133,733 ¢ 


1,048, 309 


7,256 50 


7,232 76 
44 76 | 
1,933 56 
3,237 09 
1.043 84 
82 12 
573 68 
3,971 44 
580 96 
706 82 
1,867 15 
537 84 
304 06 
3,470 87 


59,718 7 


34, 800 


8,130 : 


10,855 


21, 184 


8,056 57 


8&2 
5,113 
9,679 
6,730 

20, 966 
22, 869 
1,221 
850 
14,452 


97 
21 
17 
98 
86 


av 


99 


62 
74 
37 
47 
55 
68 
00 
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1837. ] REPORT OF THE SECRETARY OF WAR. 64] 
No. 1.—Statement exhibiting the fiseal concerns of the Engineer department, déc.—Continued. 
Available for 1837, and whence derived. Amount available accounted for. 
a. ~~ f 
i é io 
~ & 
Designation of the works. = ; = “ 
E Be Ee: Bf 
be mH < < < 
Improving the harbor at the mouth of Oak 
OFCNATO CICEN .. coiens csc, swieicessewnwecsiee $5,000 00 $2,173 86 $7,173 85 $2,538 67 $1.000 00 33.635 19 $7,173 86 
Works at the mouth of Genesce river .cceeeeees 10,000 00 15,135 77 25,133.77 18,157 81 4,900 00 2,077 96 25, 135 77 
Improvement of Big Sodus bay .......eceeseeee 12.009 09 9,164 42 21.164 42 19,164 42 SOO OW ts cceveccmuleeas | 21,164 42 
PicY ANG MOlE:AU OSWEBO sce 6:5 vesseiee sasiees sees 15,000 00 17,632 37 32,632 37 24,371 80 3200 00 7,060 57 32,632 37 
Placing buoys in the vicinity of the monument . 
Om Ptecle*slOdIe ssc ciicasoe ©00e cece cces sees 466 00 164 78 630 78 sia niciautal eeldmeuavia daeats 630 78 630 78 
Breakwater at Stanford’s ledge, Portland har- 
DOK. cccccs -cccvcceccns cove vecccecccece scene 25,000 00 10,000 60 35,000 00 MEG OP cnicla ialaiiseiaete 11,092 45 35.000 00 
Piers at Kennebec river ...... 2c ccsce eoeces 3,000 00 4,498 32 7,488 32 PSL ak eae ee 4.474 42 7.498 32 
Deepening the channel of the Cocheco branch i 
of the Piscataqua river leading into Dover 
NGQUOL, .sis0% vcicces oes Cee veces ves scee cose 5,000 00 3,080 76 8,080 76 4.346 34 2,700 00 1,034 42 8,080 76 a 
Sreakwater at the mouth of Merrimack river... ......0. 06% 4.050 8l 4,060 81 OOO acer ai 3.985 Q1 | 4,080 81 
Breakwater at Sandy bay... cece -.csccesceres i 20.000 00 6,449 95 | 25,449 95 18,772 26 See ae 7,677 69 26.449 95 7 
Preservation of Deer island, Boston harbor...... nb yaaible totais a avace's 1.130 00 1.130 00 DiGi et Casuals te dele 153 68 1,130 00 : 
Preservation of Painsford island, Boston harbor. ...-.... .06-- 15,000 00 | PEON Os hoot a eo orwartiantlicaslaccctuaues 15,000 00 15,000 00 i : 
Preserving the point of land Jeading to the fort, , | ' 
and light-house at the Gurnet, in Duxbury, ] 
MEGROACTUSORES -(c:./laaisc esas asa) Wises arses via00s [teen eeee serene 5,096 86 5.096 86 2.147 14 500 00 2,449 72 | 5,096 86 ' 
Preservation of Plymouth beach ....ccce cocces|sccees Sinks one 431 08 | 431 08 NSO baacicceaciow wee | 161 58 |! 431 08 t 
Preservation of Provinectown harbor. ........ ean | 4,572 31 4,572 31 SAG e tl ccawnansawecst 91 09 | 4,572 31 i 
Improvement of the harbor atthe mouth of Bass | | i q 
tL) CMe ee pei eeuealat arcu s aces aE, eee 10,000 09} 19,000 v0 6,970 00 RAO oc csmnercnnne: | 10,000 00 i ; 
Sreakwater at Hyannis harbor, .... 2... ess. eat 5,000 00 | 719 12 | 5,019 12 TCG OG eae icceas coast! 834 06 | 5.719 12 a 
Removing the wreck in New Bedford harbor... ...... 0... 006: 10.144 69 | 10,144 69 2.453 32 7.500 00 | 1Y¥1 37 10,144 69 
Breakwater at CHurcit’s COVE 606 cccesawecesee |sccccees evens] 10,000 00 10,000 00 3,979 62 | 3,488 00 2,532 38 | 10,000 00 
Deepening the channel of the river Thames, | 
leading into Norwich harbor. .... rr ee 20,000 00 d.o14d 02 | 514 02 20,815 31 4,600 00 | 698 91 25,514 02 
Eniprovine the harbor Of Saybrook. sisies sca. 000] scceec bees ees 20,000 00 OOOO U0 ccceucwas eons 20.000 00 Rees, eeee cece 20,000 00 
Deepening the channel leading into Bridgeport | 
PATRON: oisres:cisrae siei0v sieisiso's ee o'sa aise aisi6i0rs)? 61+] eelaniele eel 10,000 00 | 10,000 00 SES5O OU taxsac screen ok 1,142 00 10.060 00 
Sea wall to preserve Fairweather island, near | . | | . . 
BAGG ICO CHET DOs isis'e ye: aelneeie <cibinne nielee'0':0.68 |.s\'e eraine sae 10,000 00 10.000 00 C674 48 bo 325 52 | 10.000 OU 
Harbor of Southport. ...... SWaiasle aipieeldie seine sews 1,000 00 1,046 14 2.046 14 2.046 14 Pen rere cre ere, e 2.046 14 
Iinproving the harbor of Westport........ e000. 3,734 00 3,000 00 6.734 00 2,591 62 2,734 00 1,408 38 6,734 00 
Securing the beach at Cedar Point. ...c00 ce-ses:.ccces AN 1,000 00 1,000 00 400 00 500 00 100 00 1,000 00 
Ice-breaker at Staten island.... cccses cess ccess:| sabiateein Sualce 19,500 00 19,500 00 2,920 29 | 9,500 00 | 7,079 71 19,500 00 
Improving the navigation of Hudson river .. ...; 100,000 00 57,147 8&7 157.147 87 133, 336 38 3,692 00 | 20,119 49 | 157,147 87 
Improving she harbor of New Brunswick. ..... 6.963 00 7,000 00 13,963 00 5.048 30 | 6.963 00 | 1.951 70 13,963 00 
Improving Little Egg Harbor........0.. e000 — aces sees 5,000 00 | 5,000 00 | 3,148 04 Riceeduce, 1,851 96 5,000 00 
Removing a shoal in the river Delaware, near | j | 
VOUT WUTIMELD, cine civic wisisisie’ <iaisiereisie eects oisees < jseeeesereeeees 15.000 00 15.000 00 | 13 £0 | 14,986 00 eocccccscces 15,000 00 
Repairs at the harbor of Chester. .......0. eeeee | 2.000 00 1,762 45 3.762 45 | 3.30717] . eusasseunes 455 28 3.762 45 
Improving the harbor of Wilmington ..... .... | 8.000 00 15.000 00 23.000 00 | 15.981 30 6.000 00 1,018 70 23.000 00 
Improving the harbor of Newcastle ...... 02.6. | 10.000 09 17,402 75 27,402 75 24,235 93 | 3,000 00 166 8&2 27,402 75 4 
POCIHWATE UICAR WRLER s. s6i6:0.6.5: e010 60.00 vslveiencees 141,000 00 91,9.0 55 232, 930 55 | 77,279 &8 | 11,600 00 44,050 67 | 232,930 55 ' 
Mooring buoys in the harbor of the Delaware | ; 
DICAMW UCT osuamcneerens scrmereeaasaeaeeees: | QUOD) | ceaeelcaewes-c 2,000 00 | 1,793 ee 206 44 2.000 00 j 
Deepening the harbor of Baltimore. ....-. e008. 15,000 00 10,283 00 25,283 00 25_ 138 12 | cccccescccess 144 88 25,283 00 f i 
Improving the natural channels at the northern | | . i ’ 
and southern entrances of the Dismal Swamp | | i , 
Canale a cuaaeiwncescmesaesccaeeowesas TSDCaCRTE acabeCaee nee 15,000 00 15,600 00 6,632 63 7,200 00 | 1,167 37 15,000 00 ta 
Removing sand shoal in Pamlico river.... ees Se Manierentaare 3,584 25 | 3,584 25 | 3,415 60 |. .cec scene ees. 168 65 3,584 25 j ’ 
Improving Ocracoke inlet ......sccceecoees: cece 12.056 00 8,962 95 21,012 95 | 75959 66 ishcartl 13,062 29 | 21,012 95 y 
Opening a passage between the town of Beaufort ' i 
and Pamlico sound, and improving New river 20.000 00 10,000 00 | OUD OU eee dah oan Dak Bee 30,000 00 30.000 00 I ‘ 
Improving Cape Fear river, below Wilmingten, .! 10.000 00 20,019 18 | 30,019 18 16.578 27 6,062 99 7,377 92 30,019 18 f 
Removing obstructions in Savannah river, ..... Seisieiomicivies's sine 20,922 29 20,922 29 3,30) 58 RUGGEE TE: | cnasiaincee ces 20,922 29 1 
Improving the inland channel between St. \ 1 | | 
ERY SN te ONT Ss .cniesioiv a ceaiere'a slaeiee.c- <0 5, 000 00 6.6380 11 | 11,680 11 | 4,129 04 Ty551 OF | ecececerseee | 11,680 11 f 
Removing the Brunswick bar, to improve the | | | i 
HGEDON Ofte WICK eis <c's: + sels e'6 6; vei sie oa e's voces cece cee. 10,000 00 | 10,000 00 44 00 95956 00 | cccscacccscss| 10,000 00 ; 
mproving the harbor of Mobile............08- 50,000 00 21,070 33 71.076 33 163 O01 49,500 00 21,407 32 71,070 33 } i 
Deepening the channel in Pascagoula river .....) .eceee cece cece 3,027 40 | 3,827 40 Oe SE cecccicnse weno) 3,001 16 | 3,827 40 ' 
mcreasing the depth of water at the mouth of ; ; 
the Mississippi river. 2.000 scccsessees cocess!| 210,000 00 75,000 00 285,900 00 51,094 50 215,950 60 | 17,955 50 850,000 00 4 q 
VOU. Vi———81 ¢ ; 
f q 
fg 
} a 
. | 
. b | 













































































642 MILITARY AFFAIRS. [No. 745. 
No. 1.—Statement exhibiting the fiscal concerns of the Engineer department, &c.—Continued. 
| Available for 1837, and whence derived. | Amount available accounted for. 
| | 
a0 a | | 29 : | ae 
er | so 5 | ~2* 
Designation of the works. = Bos | = | Es ar | aoe 
E eles 3 | Bs | &% es | #28 
ee. a |¢s2g | §2 cx | ae 
2228 e | s.| 83 24 | 868 
= ,e £ x > =. | = =~ 5 | g f= 
E Peete! ; {| 8235 | 22 #2 | 2: 
& Samo | = | = x or Zo [ee 
E = = ay | 7 = | 55 Sa | = 
5 ces22 es | in| 3" ’ | &§ 
= za < < a = 
Removing a mud shoal in the channel of the | 
east piss to Apalachicola ..... Gaeckia> Neel seh ebie wae $10,000 00 £10,000 60 | #100 00 | 89,900 00 | occas ec $10,000 00 
Improving the navigation of Red river ......... $65,000 00 694 26 65.694 26 65,694 26 Ease SE oe 65,694 26 
Con-tructing a boat and working the same in | | 
Red river ..... cecceecevccscccscecsccescosee: | s8eee voce cees 30,000 00 30,000 00 | 29,981 64 | .ceceesececes $18 36 30,000 71 
[mproving the navigation of Arkansas river. .... 25.000 00 34.850 71 59.850 71 99.896 21 | 2.970 00 26.984 50 59,850 71 
Improving the navigation of Cumberland river .. 55,000 00 17.491 35 72,491 35 | 33,491 35 | PEO OO 1 csc seeueebes 72,491 35 
Improving the navigation of the Ohio river | | 
above the falls ..... Tt o sseeee veces | 60,000 00 56.087 07 116,087 07 | 104,645 18! 10,000 00 1,441 89 = 116, 087 07 
Improving the navigation of the Ohio, Missouri, | | | | | 
and Mississippi rivers ....00.--eee sees seeees! an Ot asses mens eae 23,000 00 | 1, 924 00 | PIT0I6 00) 1 cavesaucerseal 23,000 00 
Improving the navigation of the Ohio and Missis- | | | 
sippi rivers, from Louisville to New Orleans.. 60,000 00 | 33,528 20 93,528 20) 60,677 80} 25,695 77 7,154 63 | 93,528 20 
Improving the Mississippi river above the mouth | | | 
of the Ohio river, and the Missouri river .... 40,000 00 | 39,158 50 79.158 50 21,250 85 57.000 00 907 65 79,158 50 
Pier in the Mississippi river, near St. Louis. ... 25,000 00 | 15,000 00 15,000 00 296 37 | 47,165 88 2,537 75 50,000 00 
— —— | 
1,217,188 00 939,655 82 | 216.843 82 | 1,208,683 20 638, 329 15 309, 831 47 2, 156, 843 &2 
LIGHT-HOUSES AND BEACON-LIGHTS. | 
| | | 
Beacon-light at Grand river... .....6 000. ibbesseales bese ncon ones 466 04 | 466 04 | 81 11 ct etinwen 3 384 93 466 04 
ee re ee (ae 20 20 | 20 20 | 2020 awicesw's <a, ies Eee ee pl 20 20 
Beacon-light at Cunningham ereek...... ELDEah 1 seeid hte eesens 225 00 295 00 |..... Seneanene peeee penne | 225 00 225 00 
Beacon-light at Ashtabula creek...... b0550 S459) sbbbh woes waas 1,267 76 | 267 76 | 3267 76 SRO Fee aon 1,267 76 
Beacon-lights at Genesee river and Big Sodus | | | | 
DAW SOR EL EE RGA nee bee cacbna meee oe oeanlsaase wekesheas 2,143 49 2,143 49 | BBG lcskaica hives’ | 1,180 13 | 2,143 49 
Reacon-light at Oswego...... paebeseceheee anes 715 00 9 32 | 724 32 | Set Ge livaceewew Sdsagleeaes cane eset 724 32 
Beacon-light at Black river......++. CRE: Eee 1,365 58 1,365 58 | 1,965 58 |......seceees, Suecniene 1,365 58 
Removing light-house at Goat island ..... Seebhe 1 b6 950 6560 65s 'e o4, 460 11 54,460 11 10,804 81 | 41.900 00 | 2,555 30 | 54,460 11 
Removing the light house at Old Point Comfort | | | | 
into Fort Monroe ......ccccs0cssee sabe eee’ 6000001 scsecexcwsause BUD 0 iesenesewuaes sic 4,000 00 | 2,000 00 6,000 00 
A light-house on Flynn’s Knoll, near Sandy | | | | 
Hookescke cu coxes Le Oe ees rer ee 200,000 00 |...seeseeeeee-| 200,000 00 |....... sesseee} 200,000 00 |...e.eeceeee4 | 200,000 00 
Beacon-light at Erie, Pennsylvania .......... a3 BIS O07) scone ees cece yp kh aera cocal BT2900 Loc cuiwis soseesee 674 90 
| 
207,389 00 59.957 50 967,346 50 | 15,227 14 245,774 00 | 6, 345 36 267.346 50 
MISCELLANEOUS. See So th ye Pe es iG | 
Ohio northern boundary...... Sivéensseeeees Sy re pitwn eens 12, 542 35 12,542 35 10,791 98 =— umeues 1,750 37 12,542 35 
Lithographic press of the War Department. ....). 2.00. seee eee. 266 37 266 37 9 AP lesen © veeecece 257 25 | 266 37 
SEN eae 12,808 72) 12,808 72) 10,801 10 |........000e8./ 200762} —«:12, 808 72 
| | ( 
. 
7 
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OF 


WAR. 


ing the fiscal concerns of the Engineer department, &c.—Continued. 





Designation of the works. 





MILITARY ACADEMY. 


, . Cex: | 
Defraying the expenses of the board of visitors. ! 


Fuel, forage, stationery, printing, transportation, 


MEE. sewer sive aise (a Ke Watsenseaeseees 


Repairs, improvements, and expenses of build- | 


ings, grounds, roads, wharves, boats, and 


3) 


FONCEB is cde Seas weee se teveecwedeeotescneeees 


Pay of adjutant’s and quartermaster’s clerks....! 
Philosophical apparatus and repairs of the same. | 


Models for the department of engineering ...... 

Models for the drawing department, apparatus 
and contingencies of the department of chem- 
istry, @nd instruments and repairs for the 
mathematical department.... eeeeee eocceccees 

Incidental expenses of the department of artillery 


Increase and expeases of the library...... eeeee 


Miscellaneous items and incidental expenses. ..| 


Completing the chapel .....ccceecccccccccee.ce 
Erection of a building to contain the public 


BUGEES 0:0.5\0:6.6 901610019 '00ce 000.6000 0 0606 a8 840.0808 


Preparation of a yard and construction of per- | 


manent shops, suitable for carpenters, paint- 


ers, blacksmiths, &c., and for safe-keeping of 


implements and materials ........... err 


Erection of a building for recitation and military 


CROICISCH is caunsicnsee se wees esmenuces eee newer 


Erection of new barracks for the Military Acad- 
emy department, to consist of eight buildings. 
Grading grounds about the exercise hall and 
removing temporary buildings ......-e.ee e008 
Compensation to the acting professor of chemis- 
try, mineralogy, and geology at the Military 
PRCAMCINY ae wicussiccnions soe sane 


eee ee 


A painting room for the professor of drawing.... 


RECAPITULATION. 


PAULL AECAUGINY ceeceisiviovwaseiieseseusesieseece 


| Available for 1837, and whence derived. 


Amount available accounted for. 








w 1 

ca 
- n & 
& 27 





ances remaining in the | 


treasury, and in the ha 











5 





From appropriations for 18 


7 


| From bal 
| Aggregate available. 


| 
| 


$2,007 84 |} 


8,000 00 





10,178 25 
950 00 | 
300 00 
| 300 00 





| 
850 00 | 
| 300 00 | | 
| 
| 
| 
| 


| 600 00 





_ 
Py 
wo 
On 
co 
a 
e 


$42,618 79 | 


$114,085 73 


€ 


8,000 © 


o 


30,000 00 


| 4,000 00 


350 00 


300 00 
800 00 | 











71,466 94} 42,618 79 








114,085 73 






eptem- 


» corres 
int of a 


ndered to the 30th S 


~ 
4 ~ 
~ oO 
= = 
= = 
-~ &» oo & 
= Fe = 
< 


$39, 834 74 | 


39, 834 74 





} 
| 





42.618 79 114,085 73 


POIINCAHONS i pvsncecccswees sin e eevcceene anes 248,123 31 | 1,384,232 22 | 1,632,355 53 
FIATOOTS ANG TIVEIS 55. wove cesees ccc asics 1,217,188 00 939,655 §2 | 2,156,843 &2 | 
Roads .....- ie 19's /a''eie 0 6'9s0h0ie'06 ele. slove) 66:6 vines. eeieie'e's 397,183 63 | 651,126 36 | 1,048,309 99 | 
MTABUE NH OUBEM 5:55 sicidig:sis 6 ols ocoe'eieieias eieeaseeee 207, 389 00 59,957 50 | 267, 346 50 | 
NE es sicinsineisanicicvcaens sasenion[avesnscsavccs| 200002] 18,008 | 
| 


71,466 94 | 


1,064,679 65 


| 1,208,683 20 


574.895 86 
15,227 14 
10,801 10 
39, 834 74 


$33,978 89 


1837. 





Amount undrawn from the trea- 
sury September 30, 





is of agents 


ember 30, 1837. 






| Balances i 


$40,270 10 | 





responding with the amount 





Aggregate accounted for, cor- 


$114,085 73 





3 
6 


° 
v 


33, 978, 89 


40.270 10 | 


{ 
| 
{ 


114,085 53 





78, 832 25 | 


38, 329 15 | 


215,774 00 


22.015 51 | 
| 
! 


33,978 89 | 





2, 141,350 88 


3,090, 399 41 





| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


5,231, 750 29 | 2,914,121 69 | 1,6 
! 





18,929 80 


188,843 63 
309, 831 47 | 
151,388 62 
6,345 36 
2.007 62 
40,272 10 


1,632,355 53 
2,156,843 82 
1,048,309 99 
267,346 50 
12,808 72 
114,085 73 





698,698 80 





5,231,750 29 








2S SSI PER MR 















































644 MILITARY AFFATRS. [No, 745, 
i No. 2 
| Statement showing the amount of funds to be accounted for during the year ending September 30, 183%, by the 
; agents of the Engineer department, embracing the balances in their hands on October 1, 1856; the sums 
i remitted them during the year, and-in each quarter of the year ; and the amounts received from and for 
j sales of materials, &c.; also shewing the manner in which the amount in their hands during the year ts 
accounted for. 
{ Amount to be accounted for, and how accruing. 
i | | : os ' se: 
I Naines. | Designation of the objects of disburse- | For what period. | 3 , 2 z | © ‘c S 
i | ments. | z = 2 be ¢ . ~ ca 
f | | | Bo -e 1 ©] | 3a 
} | | .* be i @* | 28 
[ | = S | 2 e 
i | | : 2 | & E 
Hi | = < < = 
Hi a ste Bs : se Ve ae | an Of | 
i Brig. Gen. C. Gratiot....| Fort at Grande Terre, Louisiana........ 4th quarter 1836 | $50,000 00 | ..eeee ee eeeees Nobbiniewe ebibe a [ee cine aismwws | 
i Colonel J.G Totten....| Fort Adams, Rhode Island ....... ..20+/e.e000- Absgsssees |) SEABED? |. occcanssocauntanens Lsntice]seuemenwceselanneee 
i Ist quarter 1837 |.eeeeee sabes iueeeencuns bona oumeiew: cesses] Hep Oor TS [seeeeeeees ° 
f 2d quarter 1837 |..+++- Soa aeil Sewbeeisene seas [eeoss sevens 207 10 |eeeeee peaents 
i Bd quarter 1837 |seeceeeeeees eres eees panes stseeseeeeee| 232 93 | 6,160 70 
Lieut. Col. R. E. DeRussy, Military Academy ..... seeeeeee eres eee} 4th quarter 1836 | 34,819 87 |... cevcccceee ls cesseseses | 643 28 r eee 
Ist quarter 1837 [sees eoceee STL1LNT 50 |e ceeee esses oe eecvesles coccccecce 
2d quarter 1837 |.....+ eee 37,506 19 |os000. re paeabaweee ie sie 
| kd quarter 1837 |essseeeeeees| cesseeseneeee enetee seeees on 80,116 84 
Major J. I. Smith senses! Fort Schuyler, New York 2.200 ccscccoe 4th quarter 1836 | 3,905 46 30-000 00. |assewweees 5 | eee 
j Ist quarter 1887 |eeeees peeves Sheen eeus bus. Lakes Asean eesee ree ore ‘ 
| 2d quarter 1837 | sonene were ye 50,000 00 | -ccccccccoe. GS TR 
3d) quayter 1837 cecees pease 35.000 00 |. occcccccccs|occeee ss 108,935 46 
| Repairs at Fort Columbus and Castle | 4th quarter 1846 } 1,021 43 1G. 000900 sens ees s0 ich sale cme ek sbien a siemeties 
William. Ist quarter 1837 je trict oi a Ibe ctl pe ea coe ee Soawarcwen een | Pelekwsweis . 
2d quarter i837 [eee Sande. 4,000 00 | .2000 seseee pieamerscs cc) rere eececes 
Sd quarter 1&37 [eee eccces Secece Scab bees [SeSseRubeenyls eesbreeseiee | 21,021 43 
| Repairs at Fort Lafayette....... peenaees 4th quarter 1836 | gt00 15 eeeeee bese eee Settee ee eees ae eUNETs 
: Bd quarter 1837 [eeeeseeeeees eoeeee eens bea] Seep ewseess loaner ee 1,780 15 
| Port Hamilton, ; << 05s0cs0%s season sesecs 4th quarter 1836 1,156 12 eee. Ceeesrecce (Serres ccs oo] Seeces coeces peenners 
Sd: Quarter BEST. ccscccsenss|seaeecinees ese aoe sepow sl aeaeee Seas 1,156 12 
Contingencies of fortifications.........- Ist quarter 1837 |.....-eccees SONGS: loeeesienes ccuteeepes aise « 550 &6 
Purchase of land at Throg’s Point ...... \ eageaare GO iia kas | PcaRewannaes D000 00 |essseh oe TPE TE eT Cer eek 
i 2d quarter 1887 pe hs thie. cube BARES SSunieeDee Minna ebesee eciedied 2,000 00 
a | Improvement of Little Egg Harbor...... 3d quarter 1837 |......sccees 5.000 00 lassese Seeens ee eee 5,000 00 
Improving harbor of New Brunswick, |.+-+--- GOsess wid enexe ore F000 DD \ssdcce Seonnslsesss seeueaw 7,000 00 
¢ New Jersey. 
4 [ce-breaker at Staten island, New York .| 4th quarter 1836 ...... peekan lebaseur 5619 bis eis | 819 Sis ie ie sins is Es SRT RCTS 
Ist & 2d qrs. 1837 |. ccccccccces coccescecs bas |ebeee cieweeen|® eccce cccces lagiebianaies 
3d quarter 1837 |..seeeeeeees 10, 0U0 00 |...ccscceceeie occcceee mal 10,000 00 
Captain W. H. Chase.... Fort Pickens, Pensacola, Florida ....... Ath quarter 1836 | 3,218 13 ....eeececeeceiee bea ueuska Oe ee” eee ee spews 
Ist quarter 1837 laces cece ceseee cess cccclcccce cocere|soccce aaah alain aie’ 
| Qd quarter 1837 |..cecseceeesioes <bia' wane Rene | selena nea wan) esse aes Seewalawwinneeeseers 
Baidquinttcreey Yocbec aesaealecices Semesniesnas ee | 221 00 | 3,439 13 
! Fort Morgan, Alabama ........... a 4th quarter 1836 | 64 Bi lccses vine dbus] OSb040 6050001 00ECR DSeRSS loeceescccces 
Ist quarter 1837 |...... coeces ete Om Aree iSSs5 55 eNSsenweaeee ee 
Md & Bd ars. 1837 |....0.000000] wiakecdacenl Do Hee. 789 17 
Fort on Foster’s Bank, Pensacola.......| 4th quarter 1836 | G6 Sb Visssccswes et05]000s00000500 TO: Serre 
Ist quarter 1837 cea ees cohen teehee is’ Biber POPE TROT Been 
2d quarter 1837 [eeeeee serene 27,000 00 seceesceeees seeecececees|eoes ereees 
i Bd quarter 1837 |...cccccecee secccccscsesssioceses Sabai oabasewonens | 27,006 86 
| Fort Livingston, Grande Terre, Louisiana 4th quarter 1836 | 3,769 09 seeseeeeeees o0| 808i sie Ny iipineestaes nanan’ 
Ist quarter 1837 csabas ceece |cocccccece cece pelea cicada toni lntieas upbbns wulian 
2d quarter 1837 |.....cescees eoeees yh oe fawkes ROR Sepemcen, Sarr 
3d quarter 1937 |, Sacewoeses lobes snsee Sceuo ema Gpes [saben swawels 3,769 59 
“ort Jackson, Louisiana ..........e0e 4th quarter 1836 | 400 FL lawcsns seuses colecceee Sisbwea| eee ey 
Ol UIT ncrasinsinsslensnesncadvsateeaes eS ey rae 733 71 
| Mobile harbor, Alabama......e..+++ee0+| 4th quarter 1836 BO SO0 100 | scnesdawseaane Bosaanoscsoe sseesnecens|seneer cnnees 
Z | Ist quarter 1837 | eaeeue er 165 73 sevesecesens ceeeeeeeeeeslereeeeeeees 
it | 2d & 3dqrs. 1837 [0+ cenueraleeee Sees teens eeeeeeeenes| Sestosavscnd) M13070'S3 
if | Pascagoula river, Mississippi ........0++ 4th quarter 1836 | 42 SD |cceses cecccess|ee 008600] eccess covcce| eoeses cocece 
i | | Ist quarter 1837 | voceccece 225 00 |.oe.- cee cocccceccces ccc ccccee 
| RR | Cen ecererenarnen Mrmr elnrtey hrorrererss 267 55 
¥ Contingencies of fortifications.......... 4th quarter 1836 |.......s00- 7,000 00 | .cccccceese. secevevcecerisee sees ces 
5 | | lst quarter 1837 | soni Sesayabnsaneateees caleba wallswaeseoanwarienssemoecees 
# | Oil aatter a GGT |nasvaiswscnes| esos seks aban aus suipusasus las casaneeenn|seaaenes sine 
| 3d quarter 1837 |..... paaieialles sen menpiehes lawenients Bisaciawaeee weeds 7,000 09 
Incidental expenses attending repairs of | 4th quarter 1836 BS? GO \iccdns send ends [ecwmeneetnss | aseees sccces[eveees sence 
fortifications, &c. Sd quarter 1837 |....cccceees socvescoes ee baiihias | ae scm owen 5,092 75 
| Improvement at the mouths of the Mis- | Ist quarter 1837 Sissi elauitk 6,050 00 eerere preter oceccceccece 
sissippi river. | 2d quarter | eee 15,000 PP lscssae cents eee 
| 3d quarter 1837 Feeeeeereen) Cereericrecren) prretitenten Cocoon 21,050 00 
Removing mud shoal in Apalachicola |....... dOsees eee]. Spineulewet 100 00 | ..cecsvccccclecescccccves 100 00 
| river, | | 
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No. 2.—Statement showing the amount of funds to be accounted for, ée.—Continued. 





Names. | Designation of the objects of disburse- 


ments 


Captain R. Delafield.....) Incidental expenses attending repairs of | 4th 


fortifications, &e. 


temoval of bar in Delaware river near |...e.. 


| Fort Mifflin, 


Captain W. A. Eliason..) Fort Calhoun...... ebelnsieteeeeigs siemaeta siete Pode 


Removing the light house at Old Point 2d 


Comfort 


Captain C. A. Ogden....} Cumberland road in Indiana.......e008. 4th 
Ist 
2Qd 


; Cumberland road in Illinois ......0.6.... 4th 


Lieut. A. I] Bowman... Road from opposite Memphis, on the Mis- 4th 
sissippi, to the river St. Francis. Ist 


Lieut. J. K. F. Mansfield. Fort Pulaski, Georgia ....c.cccecccceees 4th 


| Fortifications in Charleston harbor, South — Ist 

Carolina. 2d 

| Improving Savannah river, Georgia.....) 4th 

Ist 

2d 

3d 

Improving the inland navigation between | 4th 

St. Mary’s and St. John’s, Florida. Ist 

2d 

3d 

Removal of bar to improve the harbor | Ist 
of Brunswick, Georgia. 

Incidental expenses attending repairs of | 4th 
fortifications, &e, 3d 
Lieut. Alex. J. Swift.... Fort Caswell, North Carolina .........../ 4th 

| Ist 

Qd 

3d 

Incidental expenses attending repairs of | 4th 
fortifications, &c. 3d 
Improving Pamlico river, North Carolina. 4th 


2d & 3d qrs. 1837 |.. 


adios) 40h 
| Ist 
| 2d 
| 3d 
oos| 4th 
Ist 
| Od 
| 3d 


Opening a passage between the townof .... 


Improving Ocracoke inlet ......d0.. 


Improving Cape Fear river.....d0... 


Beaufort and Pamlico sound, and im- 
proving New river, North Carolina. 
Removing the light-house on Goatisland., 4th 
Ist 


Lieut. Wm. Smith....... Improvement at Genesce river, N. York.) 3d 


Lieut. G. W. Cullum ... 


Improving the harbor at mouth of Oak |.... 
Orchard creek, 
Licut. R. E. Lee........| Pier in the Mississippi river, near St. |.... 
| Louis. 
| Improvement of the Mississippi river |.... 
above the mouth of the Ohio river, | 
and the Missouri river. 


quarter 1837 
quarier 1836 
quarter 1837 


quarter 1836 | 


quarter 1836 
quarter 1837 


quarter 1837 


quarter 1837 |.... 


quarter 1836 | 
quarter 1837 | 
| 


quarter 1837 





quarter 1837 
40ers 


quarter 1836 
quarter 1837 


quarter 1837 fs oe 


(aesO@e exewsnt 


eeewls ceereeles 


aaeetleteeuaes 


| 
| 


[eeeeeeeecevns 
ee ee eee sees 


645 

















21.000 00 


584 25 3,000 00 

BS OF | cence ne eee 
SeeKerieentee 1,000 00 
eeeeeeeucsel 9.900 0 


9,207 68 
5,800 00 
ca 5,900 00 
4,000 00 
| 3,000 00 
30,000 00 


sosenes 15,100 00 
se tena 5,400 60 
etssesacce| 00000 
seeecseeceee| 200 00 








eeeereesees, 
ee eeereeeees) 


Cero wees eeeels 


eeeeeeeeeces 


lel PRUs rte ere 
aie Rapa alates 
| 


ee ee weer eesslee 





jiiiet . ee 


el 39 50 


eeeeeeercene 


eeeeereecees 


| 
| 


100 00 


eeee eres eres 





eeee eeeeee 
















Amount to be accounted for, and how accruing. 
s | 3 g ge. 
2 | 5 = & 2 3.5 
- an : e¢3 
For what period, = - @ = 2 e ¢ = = 
£ = = hs ees 
2 E E z 285 
=) < < < & 
quarter 1836 $33 57 Hacaweserl sees See. eetleleceeee eee $33 57 
Ms cccdisslnvnctursseus S13 80 voce cecslooce eecccce 13 80 
we. do, 3,227 73| 36,900 00 !....... jibes Rat ai ieua tenable 
quarter 1837 |.. SPSOOONOO hwcciecaasecs | QE TAT SF [ics ccstsnce 
quarter 1837 |. Gheinawas 20,700 00 r Rawabaeae seve cant eaasieaamemes 
Gunner 1637 1\ cece e: cee 45,200 00 |..seceeeeses| 753 29 | 128,908 59 
quarter 1837 oceeces 2,000 00 see seesleoees cece 2,000 00 
| 
quarter 1836 46,625 17} 36,640 00 Seveans asleielaaceclemmewcwcunee 
quarter 1837 voeel 32,000 00 | ..ccce- ceccsleoce eee sees leeeeceeeeens 
quarter 1837 |.. Reviesegleees desedaeees veccccces ee ce cece cece cece cece cece 
quarter 1837 |...... decane 80,000 00 |... e000. : Hensieeael 195,265 17 
quarter 1836 | 40,047 87 eeeceecceate seweweaice pecans wcccccleccccccscves 
quarter 1837 moet SOG 200 00 | cavccsdenceal eves ° Seca) decasadewane 
quarter 1836 | ...cccccee ee cccccccece|ccces Veesancleee eeccece colecccescoccce 
quarter 1837... eoeees 40,000 00 ccccccce lecccce cee 108,247 87 
quarter 1836 | 27,733 25 |.ccccccccccccelee 06.06 ceccee eee ee coerce | sccces ceccce 
quarter 1837 ocr nrare DOS C00 OB) |S ccicccsccws = ee ccce| scccnececces 
Quarter 1837 |.ccccccccccc(cccccccccccs cleccvcccccces(ooe eee ceeeee seccee seceee 
quarter 1837 |.cceee cecece} 30,000 00 |.....cccccce|oece cece 107,733 25 
quarter 1836 | 2,911 73} 53,500 00 ...... Jadensl nanan aetnaaaaameaaain 
GUAREE TOOT | sciscccsiace} D0, 00800 | ociscsccesces errr errr reser ere errr 
quarter 1837 |...... sesvesl 221 OB |occcdsccc hi eee 
Quartier I8ST | cc. cicscece! 33,500 00 |... ae 100 165,017 10 
quarter 1837 |..cccccccces 7,100 00 | .ccc0. oeeecn saama deena seccccccceee 
SSG NG: TEGT | ccicviciccncses| 6,000 00 seislecnen seeeeeeees| 13,160 60 
quarter 1836 3,301 58 |.. Svawwiebetakenes eee errrere ore 
quarter 1837 |..cccecccccciece . ° . . 100 00 |eeeeeeeeeees 
quarter 1837 |iccecccrece |sccccccscasces|ooes eavecuclse Rasgeccusbacddscaucase 
quarter 1837 |..... BS seanenmeveivccmeqes cal caine Sacneawelon eer er sal 3,401 58 
quarter 1836 ea taeicd 600 00 weecae . Das eoccce 
quarter 1837 j tteseeee 3, 300 00 ce ccccce|coee Savcitecelecsenc ces eee 
QUarter 1837 |....ececcce|scencceeee seve sececccccoe| QGE GF Peccec wasacs 
quarter 1837 |.....6.5 site enaadaneee gaceae oleae seemesasas 4,161 63 
quarter 1837 bia eeeees 44 00 tee ceeeee! ce ccce 44 00 
| | | 
quarter 1836 | 1,000 00 cee seceeeeee seeeeeees Pe eee eee eee Cer 
GQUGNIER NOU? |eeceerecveccloccceeuses sees < womdcmdeien 1,000 00 
quarter 1836 | = 1,443 75 5.400 00 siweaeeslas de wecesensldeiselsineaeals 
Qunter 1837} 6c scccccices 5. SOO08)  cccincects 244 97 eeoanceee 
quarter 1837 | Seid eo wbieiere 9,900 06 lec cces osee0| eae cocccce 





3,584 25 


21,012 95 


eereeeseccce 


eleeeee cecece 


23,956 19 
30,000 00 


760 12 
15,100 00 
5,400 00 
2,406 09 


3,060 87 
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a gener merge eee 


ee ee ees 


Sa 


ners a tg ace nee 





i 
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AS Bases EDN 


pas 





Lop -amughined pnt ete ars eee 
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Names. 





Andrew Talcott ........ 


Major Ilenry Whiting... 


Henry Smith , coesceeee- 


Lieut. R. C. Smead,.... 


MILITARY 


Designation of the objects of disburse- 


ments, 


Improvement at the mouth of the Mis 


sissippi river. 


Road from Detroit to Fort Gratiot....... 


} Road from Detroit to Grand river....... 














Piers at La Plaisance bay..... ooces 


La Plaisance Bay road 


Port Lawrence and Adrian road........./++ 


Cleveland harbor. .... see .se- bbebaw lan 


Huron river.... 


Grand river....eee. 


Black river ... 


Ashtabula creek ...... 


Cees esess se eens 


cee eeee esas eceses 


Cunningham creek, Ohio. ....escecooees 


Presque Isle harbor, Pennsylvania oo... 


suffalo harbor, New York........eeeee. 


Jeacon-light at Grand river......seeeee: 


seacon-light at Ashtabula Creek....... 


Beacon-light at Black river. ........ 000. (eee o0ce.HO,. 


Jeacon-light at Huron river, ......eceees 


Harbor near the mouth of river Raisin, M. 


Oswego harbor, New York. sosesseseees 


Light-house at OSWegO,. ..0.eseecccsses 


For what period. 


2d quarter 1837 
3d quarter 1837 
4th quarter 18356 
2d & 3d qrs. 1837 
4th quarter 1836 
Ist) quarter 1837 
2d quarter 1837 
3d quarter 1837 
4th quarter 1836 
3d quarter 1837 
4th 


quarter 1836 


quarter 1837 


4th quarter 1836 


quarter 1837 


| 2d quarter 1837 


3d quarter 1837 
ith 


Ist quarter 1837 


| 2d quarter 1837 


3d quarter 1837 |... 


4th 
Ist quarter 1837 
2d = quarter 1837 
3d quarter 1837 
4th 
Ist 
2d = quarter 1837 


quarter 1836 


quarter 1837 


| 3d quarter 1837 


4th quarter 1836 


Ist quarter 1837 


2d = quarter 1837 


| 3d quarter 1837 


quarter 1837 


} 2d quarter 1837 


4th 


3d quarter 1837 
quarter 1836 
3d quarter 1837 
] 


2d quarter 1837 


t 


t quarter 1837 


3d quarter 1837 
4th quarter 1836 
quarter 1837 
2d) quarter 1837 
3d quarter 1837 
4th quarter 1836 
Ist 


2d) quarter 1837 


quarter 1837 


3d = quarter 1837 
4th 
Ist 


quarter 1836 


2d quarter 1837 | 


3d quarter 1837 
4th 
Ist 


quarter 1837 


2d quarter 1837 | 


4th 


quarter 1837 


2d quarter 1837 | 


3d quarter 1837 


3d quarter 1837 
quarter 1836 
quarter 1837 
2d quarter 1837 
3d quarter 1837 


4th quarter 1836 


| 34 quarter 1837 


4th 


iaOvessunss 


quarter 1836 


quarter 1806 | 


quarter 1837 |, 


quarter 1836 | 


quarter 1836 


quarter 1836 | 


quarter 1836 | 


AFFATRS. 


. 2.— Statement showing the amount of funds to be accounted for, &e.—Continued. 








{ 
| Amount to be accounted for, and how accruing. 
| 





| Balances in the 


mitt 


Amountsr 






© o 

w © Ss 

cs e 

Ss « e 

om — 
oD Oo 


| 
| 


0,000 00 











{ 
| 
| 


from 


| Amounts received 


former agents. 


from | 


| 
| 
! 


sales, &e. 


| Amounts received 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 








veebees yl Jeeseeee 6 eovccce } 
sanebene 36, 000 00 | sisehiusews leeewswonaees | 
BBLS lc ocewsesse wens legkaceueeta Seeks Saeceel 
Spe nT EE NE, SE 
Dade Os |isaageSine onan IG Awbeechaiseaken Seuisex 
| 
BOM? jcc cs<e0 ooae ees ee Leas 
I ese ee Meese (ae ee -_ 
1G D2}. sscas sane ise uane seus swale 
110 96 BYO7B OG se res cle eau reneee 
} ee ee ee . eeeee eee ee ee e ° ee 
Jrveeees weve | 
Base PO lvcswae és | sewer bara: [wmeee i 
| | 
eee veeses eee Te Cee rs me De ee 
| | 
ea ie sestasted sonatas a EE: 
2,450 60 2,000 00 |.......- aig Ceo ee 
| 
| 
bo ukaces DOONOS Tos hse San Issses sean 
| 
sivewuu peas BAA 10100 isan feoncoeed| sa cene stone 
yenacnckel anaes ponnneki eer Te one er 
| 
1,787 55 b ehernese Barbshineentlsenasace wees 
So obieasva seen Gash Sappadaenen asecweanwens 
| | 
BOE SF vis ivxtencesavvededcsavd ermenak 
ueee 5,000 00 |..cccce oe eee: seeenat 
| | | | 
Lwaisateas see sdussk senaeee il Ochna ehGrlaeseseenexcs | 
| | j | 
89.97 | 5,000 00 |.sse sevens eseisecoseandt 


seer eens eee 
j 
eee . 
eer eesree cee 
| 
sence 


Cees sees eeeel| tetas 


466 04 |..... 


1.267 76 | 


eee eeeeeees 


3700900: |i 


soe eerewoeriseere 


2,132 16 


306 70 | 


eeeee | eeeees 


20 20 | .seee. 


eeer eens leoes 


£000 00 | 


266 00 


Mwieeuns eocsies eevee 

obs benebs16b00RbGOwasr [oes eeeeeee! 
| ‘ 

eo eesscee: | es eees eee 
| 


eee eeeees 


3,200 00 
22,293 64 


seeeesese 





10,000 00 |. 


eeeeee 


ee eee ey 


Seer eens ite 


eeeel sete eens 
| 

. | ee weeeees- 
| 


Seer eees 


| 
| | 
| 
oe] 
| | 
seer cee vees cons 
| ee eeereeeees 
Jocceccce cece 
| 


eeeees eo eens 


al amount to be ac- 
counted for in the year 


ending Sept. 30, 163 





eeeeeees 


$16,000 00 


31 88 


Seeees eee oe 
sees eeee . 
see eens ween 


5,353 97 
82 12 


2,194 36 


eee 


18 92 


5,084 22 


seeeee 


sees eee eeee 


al eeeenecesees 


2,579 74 


eeeeee. e eee 


4,450 60 


7,312 09 


seee eens 


5,050 00 


5,089 97 


ses eeseesece 


14, 452 87 


1,046 97 


seee bese eeee 


+s eee ease cose 


eeeees cecees 


4,302 62 


seeeeseeeree 


466 04 


1,267 76 


seeceee . . o- eee 
ee Pe ee sess eees| seesaee eeee 
ee tense oe 


| 
2,490 78 i diane 


See oem weer eeeeeeeeeees 


se eereeeer ion 


2,841 08 |... 


B89 94 |. ccccccsccesies 


eeeeee «- 


wees eens 





afeeeseees 


16,930 96 


30,116 58 


seer eeseese 

















Names. 


Lieut. R. C. Smead..... 





REPORT OF 


THE SECRETARY 





Designation of the objects of disburse- 
ments, 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 





Light house at Oswego .. . 


U. G. White..... . ...-/ Oswego harbor. ...... FO OTe PRE EEE 


General Joseph G. Switt. 


Captain Jemes Allen.... 


| 
| 
| 





Improvement at Big Sodus bay . 


Improvement at Genesee river......eeee 


Improvement of harbor at the mouth of 
Oak Orchard creek. 

Beacon-lights at Sodus bay and Genesee 
river. 


Chicago harbor, [linois..... 


ee ereesereee 


Lieut. Jno, H. Winder. 7 Fort Caswell....... Ae a alaeeieeiateere 


| a : 
Cape Pear rivet .ccccscccecccecccscccces 


Major H, Saunders...... 


SeinicieetelDereisisiuie ase sere feat caeas ot Gennes 


Lieut. Jno, L’Engle.....) Fortifications, Charleston harbor........ 


| 

Licut. E. S. Sibley...... 
| 

Major B. K. Pierce...... 
| 


Captain H. A. Thompson. 


| 


‘ 


3d 
2d 


4th 


| Ist 
| 2d 


| 3d 


4th 
Ist 
2Qd 
3d 
4th 


| 3d 
4th 


3d 
4th 


| Ist 
| 3d 


Licut. J. G. Barnard ....} Pascagoula river. ..cceccsscececeeeccees| 4th 


fees 


For what period. 


OF WAR. 


. 2.--Statemen! showing the amount of funds to be accounted for, &c.—Continued. 


Amount to be accounted for, and how accruing. 











rents Sept. 30, 1836. 


Balances in the hands of 





Amounts remitted in each 
quarter 








quarter 1837 


quarter 1837 |...... eoseee! 


quarter 1836 | 
quarter 1837 


quarter 1837 |... cccccces 


Quarter W837 | ies ceces| 


quarter 1836 
quarter 1837 
quarter 1837 
quarter 1837 | .2c.cccccece 
773 86 
quarter 1837 | ...2ccccsces 
2,134 70 
quarter 1837 |....cccceees 
quarter 1836 | 12,188 79 
SVG HIS TEST | cc ec cecances 


quarter 1837 |......cccece 


quarter 1836 


quarter 1836 | 


quarter 1836 
os sOOscce cose 
581 12 
15 20 


288 72 


CORR 
shOseceass 
nei eaaceees 
quarter 1837 | .cccscccee. 


3,001 16 
47 36 


$724 32 
| 6,800 00 


ee eeeeee cess eee 


eee eee 
. . eeeeee 
eeeeee cess . 

eee eeseensees 
eeeeece eee eeee 


6,200 00 
21,846 04 
7,000 00 


eeeeee 














c = ' _ 
3 & os 
° ° eo, 
& & =e 
oa = a 2 2 
2 6 © > = 
> > > °o oS .. © 
‘S =p 5 8 ae 
o 3 ¢ . es 
D4 cat » 
2 wf aS = 
~ = Soe 
n & n Es 
25 i eff 
=e 3 =i3 
= Sos 
= = | $¢o 6 
< < | ok 
| ] 
ERE Sen $1,031 02 
|esseeeeeeeesfoceeeee oe 6,800 00 
} 
lowinscsiessioes errecarrecmirrecer errr 
| 
feces #46 0005 ence geedesen|cccdeeee cece 
} 
Fiscdasedudentinegiiss 19,164 42 
| | 
| | 
| | 
|occccccccce 5,135 77 





TTC CREM ARES 
| 


.| 773 86 





sae 


| 2,134 70 
dL eer 


Cece cere ener lees eeeee 





57,364 83 


[ewww eres seer lenee coe ene 


| 
|e eeeeeeeererlseseee eeeeee! 


| | | 
ia arctan babieebaitededd seeeeeeeen 3,001 16 
| rm 
ee eee eeeeee pores eeeses Hecesegeeese | 47 36 
ein SEE eee 581 12 
Reena eee Ssuack resteeeeees| 15 20 


POPP OHH ewe ee eres erereees Sees eseseeee 


.| 1,288 72 











| Ist ROPER ERAR Fence eee 
Lieut. T. B.W. Stockton. Road from Detroit towards Chicago Bic 4th quarter 1836 | 4,420 59 . rere savenadec = errr re amcese 4,420 59 
| Road from Detroit to Saginaw bay....e../ sees dO.eeeeeee) 3,661 95 Fhtera’ rye ee Sarees 3,661 95 
Road from Sheldon’s to St. Joseph's river seeeee -dO.seeeeee 3207 19 | oe tees eeeeee loco wees i EY 1,207 19 
| Road from Niles’s to St. Joseph’s river...) ++eee+ CAcsesaces| “BOII 80 |e cee saa Sika peatnakacin accaiiciast 2.979 97 
| Road from Clinton to Grand river ..... Pee eee (ek aeilcnatioceaasducs actos aes Jeseees asiateie 721 47 
| Road from Detroit towards Chicago...... sceees sUO.cececes seceee gadiediveccuseees sidecl aA RB le cexccoceucs | 4,461 28 
| Road from Detroit to Saginaw bay....... covces dOsceseces ROwA Rees Cdee) selec congas | 3,661 95 xsaieaeaies 3,661 95 
toad from Sheldon’s to St. Joseph's river, «sees LUO wbacsetaaness en ee een ee 1,107 58 |- ie 1,107 58 
| Road from Niles’s to St. Joseph's river. ..|soesee UOscercces cocceccescesicccces ewicddos | ZS FIF Bi Vevncesicncs 2,979 97 
| Road from Clinton to Grand river........ eeeeee SOO sceeesss Keeasws ere Heute Ssecetes } 721 47 P makers ae 721 47 
toad from Detroit towards Chicago. ....) 3d quarter 1837 |......ccccesleccc cece cceces t 2659538 | cs sces eoeeee| 3,659 53 
| Road from Detroit to Saginaw bay....... eeeeee sdOeeee ween’ rere errr seececccccccce 3, 383 29 Beanies covcee| 3, 383 29 
Road from Sheldon’s to 8t. Joseph’s river, «+++ UOvcee cece cecccccceccelccccececvecees| 1,107 58 |... eee. sees! 1,107 58 
| Road from Niles’s to St. Joseph’s river... eseeee -dOeeee eee seeees cece eeeeescecns | 997997 |..... wesaasal 2,979 97 
Road from Clinton to Grand river .......)ccccee edOsesecces ccccssccceesleceece ee Ce ers 721 47 
Fort McHenry, Redoubt Wood, and Cov- | 4th quarter 1836 | 1,668 31 | OTe Sener coe sl heainidatea ° 
PNGtON DAENYs .c.02 soncescvecscecese| A8t Quarter 1637 OR TNO iitsiss aniccedin: sankdess acta 


| 
| 
| 
| 


| Incidental expenses attending repairs of 


{ 
| fortifications, &c. 
| 
| 


BankiOf VrOy.eccscsecss 
| 


| 


Moyamensing Bank.....) 


| 
| 





IIudson river, improvement Of .......0.. 


Fort Delaware. occses 0s0cée 


Delaware Dreakwatersccceciccccreccesicss 


Newcastle harbor...... 


ee eeeeree serene 


| Ist & 2d qrs. 1837 | 
| 3 


2Qd 
3 
4th 


4th 
Ist 


2d 


| 3d 


4th 
Ist 
2d 
3d 
4th 


| Ist 


2d 


| 3d 


4th 
Ist 


| Qd 


Harbor Of Chester ccs cccsccce sesces aeons 


Incidental expenses attending repairs of | 


fortifications, &c. 


3d 
4th 
2d 
3d 
4th 
Ist 


| 2d 
| 


| Mooring buoys at Delaware breakwater.., 


& 
2d 


quarter 1837 
quarter 1837 |....0. 
21,234 06 | 


quarter 1836 | 


se eeeeceeeee! 
24,076 01 | 
| 


quarter 1837 
quarter 1836 
quarter 1837 
quater TST |< occicscc cece 
QUALICE TEST: | ic scicasnccs 
quarter 1836| 5,147 41 
GQUANEIOIBST | oseccaccsawe 
quarter 1837 
quarter 1837 |....e.eeeeee 
quarter 1836 | 
quarter 1857 |. ciccecscsces 
quarter L837 |....ccccccee 
quatter 1837 | cccessccess 
quarter 1835 9,562 75 
quarter 1837 








quarter 1837 


se eeeeeeeere 


wearer eeeees 


1,659 75 


quarter 1837 
quarter 1836 
quarter Lest |ceciscees 
quarter 1837 ac, 
quarter 1836 
quarter 1837 |..... 
quarter 1837 | 
quarter 1837 |.....seeeeee | 
quarter 1837 | | 








8.700 00 | 
6,340 00 


5,135 00 |. 


33,072. 36 
30,000 00 | 


37,500 00 |.. 


28.808 00 


30,000 00 |. 


15.000 00 
14,000 00 | 
16,700 00 | 


35,000 00 |. 
| 


22,076 60 
15,000 00 
71,000 00 
7,840 00 
7,000 00 


2,000 00 








15,000 00 | 
2,983 39 
9,006 00 
5,000 00 
2,000 00 


el eereee soeees| eeeceeeesese! 


\ecsevccccccclecccccccccce| 48,668 SI 


sleeeeeer esses eeeeseeesese 


eeeseee 


98 00 | 26,467 06 
} 


lw ecene erence 
Seem mere rere eeee eres vere 
sree ererecee 


eleeee recs oese 


sence eeeeses 


153,456 37 


fees eee coer) 


oe eercesleceeeeccesesi eevee seeceee 
| | 

eeee Pe eer lee ee eere sees eoeeese: cree 
| | 
| | 

peereevcece eeccerersece 


45 00 | 106,892 41 


eee een a cece eeeeeeerrese 





Peewee eeeeerleeeeseeeseee 
| 


Byt00 OC bec eaccnennes 


MEE sscsiiiceses 
| 


eeeeee cesses 


fee eeee eee veer eese 
} 


lesser 
| 


CO ee Come er eeeeeseesere | seeeeeeeeese 


24,402 75 


see eewocees jeeeeeereeees 








102 70 
aneuiu ates 


3,762 45 


1000} ovccsie coceas 


33 57 | 





erie ‘deinen: 
se eeesleeeree scene 
| 


ee eeee reser leeseee 


36,024 55 
2,000 00 


eeeeee 

| 
eeeeeel 
| 
| 
} 
' 


| 
ee eeeeeeeees| 





Foe ay oes 


east SME ee 


coe Ren OR GE 


AO ROBE OR DS 


orga eee 
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No. 2.—Statement showing the amount of funds to be accounted for, &e.—Continued, 


Amount to be accounted for, and how accruing. 


| 
} 
| 
i 










30, 1 


Names. | Designation of the objects of disburse- | For what period. 


ments. 


received from | 


amount to be ac- 


gents Sept. 
counted for in the vear 
ending Sept. 30, 183 | 





Amounts 


| Total 


| 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


ee 


Clinton Bank, Columbus, Cumberland road in Ohio.........-.+6+. 4th quarter 1836 ve De \ccncuennes nus Se i eer Cree ore nee 
| Ohio. DAG UATEET ANGST | eheu suscis ne bokls Rew eciumenteweceenre eee haan as anee $592 89 
ii Merchants’ Bank, Boston. Fort Warren. ...cceceeeeeececseceeseoes 4th quarter 1836 Bs 789 DD | scenic cwawwealies 0 aebacaus | seiewwssounes 6,747 05 
{ Dd quarter 1837 | occ cccccces: cecccccccvccsc|sece seve cscs leccscesccces|ccecccccccce 
{ Repairs at Fort Independence, &c....... 4th quarter 1886 GOT 57 ccc cccccccccc|sccvesccccesiscccesccsees 667 57 


Sea wall at Deerisland. ...2.cccccees bes |sensee eOsaces sus ASUSO MD cbs aonea sans vocben sa esisibi ees ebiee een 1,130 00 


apap ty 


Incidental expenses attending repairs Of ...... .dO...eeee DOD | vececvcecrecccleccoes s0cces|svcceecseses i) 


fortifications, &e. 

Merchants & Mechanics’) Cumberland road east of the Ohio river..)...... GO.seeeees BOGE EG: tsemweeineswnsu lowe ss caseacaluseeseueen as 1.138 
Bank, Wheeling. 

Merchants and Manufac- |...... Ov ccbewee sess sebees wseseOsesss| 4thoquarter 1636 17,733 84 $12, 273 45 | 0.00 coce cece 


$115 59 


437 65 


ci 


turers’ Bank, Pittsburg. Lt Bc 2d qrs. 1637 jxscsc0cccsee GEARS BS |easwas acess 


aos 


SA Quarter 1837 joc scccccelsccccccses soelcesecceseses 336 70 38,150 86 


Cumberland road in Ohio. ....eeeeeeeee. Ath quarter 1836 14,178 24 Pee WO 1 ivanaweeesde]205s0ne0ne's | bbiccaseceee 
Ist quarter 1837 |... eees ces PUSUUO 0) |\vabienpiss esc oe0ls Sou s:sioee) Sace eecceewe 


Qd1 quarter 1837 |..ccesceceee 65,000 00 $592 89 ROT aaD tsa pisteaseccieisieis 


i 
4 


Sd quarter 1837 |..se cece esse 70000 Ol 5. 00sec os 367 42 245,535 81 

Improving the Ohio river between Pitts- | 4th quarter 1836 BILAN OE lennanad ear eees ieee betednasy | sbaebWeewane odsesecaeuie’ 

burg and the falls. Ist quarter 1837 |...ccccceees BOSUO0 UU Nisccnsus ease RAWOO 00! fs cisseyoe.ceei 

Qd quarter 1837 |..cccceceese a OO léscksGddowes esdeaeneewes lsuices eadsuc 

3d quarter 1837 |..ccccscceee OWIO OU livasnbsh ouns lenses seen 105.100 94 

Newport Exchange Bank.) Fort Adams.... .csccocccccccccscccccece 4th quarter 1836 ..ccccsewese 60,000 00 | ..ccccccescrieovccscccccelsccce socees 
Ist quarter 1837 |....... ore DS O00 OD | sisicw suse wikne |s2 6Gset ones |oaeomeesaacs 

2d quarter 1837 |.... 200. Soe DOMIO MIO lew hinie a cashes |anasowak 060 laaewek eases 

3d quarter 1837 |..cccccccese 45.000 00 aS linet eesiecen 154,970 58 

Light-house on Goat island........ cccoee) 2d Quarter 1837 |ecceccee ove 12,600 00 IDS dA |\ own aleriGiniecies be gisioa\ersisleiarels 


od quarter US3T |... cceccsceesiecece Sees aa Swilsed eas eeuaswiasnsoe abies’ 13, 182 37 





flenry M. Shreve........ Mississippi river, above the mouth ofthe | 4th quarter 1836 B.0d0 IO ssaennaaes e104 | 000s Sede ceeeleee Seles 9000! sen0eeies cous 


Ohio river, and the Missouri river. Ist quarter 1837 |..c.cscccees LDL MOD WD | swisacwsueeas | 658 sewsies | <ievceasaeeiesis 





2d quarter 1837 |........ NaS | Sew lee os 00 wie ain |n'e.se windy sibs | Aimee emis-eis a fa Onin bie.s'e 2's 
3d quarter 1837 |...... coccee PPOTETITETITITICrrirrerrrrricrit Tie T Tre 
Omo and Mississippi rivers, from Louis- 4th quarter 1836 | 2,6°5 43 ASSAOO DD |ociceics: 5400] 66scie0swiseel seiceis. saisecs 
‘ ville to New Orleans. PSt QUALEE LEST | sicccicscecines | 00i000:0500 0 600s] 600000 sesie>s| 000006 00060] ee6ece ceases 
{ Oa VaHGArter 1687 jewesavevesss DSO UU Iosmn assem hwn tee sn nic s¥oee 8 lasaciwe: «tems 
cb 
au 


3d quarter 1837 | ccccccceces 1G,000 OU |issieesewnes 547 00 67,832 43 





Improving the Red river....... cooccoeee 4th quarter 1836 ISG 1D laswonsn sips eres] Sunweeaw aes. |ssanes 


a ts 


Lette Sd ign: 1837 | sscecs cscs 605000100 Iasscswaseces DOT dt wigcna cians 


3d quarter IGS7 | cteee see eee BOAO le cosinens Sens [ss 5ddeee eee 65,095 52 


Tag le 


Constructing and working boat on Red = Ist quarter 1837 |...eee sence. WUUU UD. \snberaabavecl|esess Sieemns oe se0e sane 


river. el “UMUREY AOS! fn s05sane wees laanaeakess ave [sede 5wexeees 109.sdweasende 30,000 00 


Improving the Arkansas river........6... Ist quarter 1837) sseseeeee oe FOG 00) cpneeeetenen ip oaseaeaaau lsh acwes swens 


Seria es ae 


2d quarter 1837 | .ccoccsecces 20,000 00 |... cecccceciscvccccceves|cccccccceces 


3d ‘quarter: 1837 j.cicscseciccie PISMO) AD i ndknkaaGsunelinneeeeenses 57,030 00 


Ezra Crowell.......ce0+| Hyannis barbor ....-.sccscecccccsecece.| 4th quarter 1836 GAD Be lesnueGhaw bees alebasoaanus bi swesesen esl cucswecsioees 
lst Sc Bd qra. 1837 |..0000 ses00. Oe hinsedcde eins acenceieaelrsessaidin’ 
3d quarter 1837 |... cccscece OVO UO | ccieisinsesesse| tee vivee cee 9,719 12 


Thomas BM. Clark ..cccoe! Merrimack TiVer.ccccccocccsecccccecce 4th quarter 1836 200 81 Dit I) lovaces eakewe | sAnsesenceseleseceswesene 
OA “MPMANECT DEST | sicic.cie sini oi0iss 40's 'n 004400006 50/4 w'0\'s-0 90.0 | 204 aie aes 4,060 él 


Asa S. Bowley. .....2..| Provincetown harbor.........eeeeeee08., 4th quarter 1836 AD MID bane ssSee ausls vee ea wencwsteeaeeseesiesie} (sip sialon ewe 
ist Gc 2diqrs. TEST |.n0cc0 cece BSUUE DD i cawewae cune| secure nes ser 4,572 3i 


Seinen nine > 


S. Sampson .....+-.ee66, Plymouth beach, .......se00. cocccccece| Ath Quarter 1836 |... cseeeee. eee senbens ees SEIS cccakmessms, iosesewcssess 
ist Quarter. 2637 }oi.ccn0sse0s esos O66 \oa0o's's | smi ses aesens |o0 06 4904,0050|\ sense eeeene 
SAMA nr MA Sahoo cecia <oeind bane tetee eal oem coe teen ae eRe tec 431 08 


A. W. Walworth ......-' Cleveland harbor. ...... eeees vceseee ecent MOM MIURIROE SECO 4, sees seedewlsenneccasecocey WSUD MID Lessicwiiniowsic'|oesesiniesibwet 
Dstt 2d Gre. 1637 | 00 -<s00s00% AGA ID il wiatsis ip ls Bw oloaselaee's ei bsilaeceeiate toons 
3d quarter 1837 |...0. secoe- 55000 00 |. .ccccecccccloccecccccecs 19,200 00 
Henry Phelps, .....000-¢) Grand river..ccscsccceccccccccccccccces| 4th quarter 1836 j.ccesesceces ceccsesccesecs| 2,504 86 TOUOW hoes ceawassns 
Oh MUURETEE TBST: janine eneepslssneneeeeseses esse ebucwu. |seeseewe ses 2,624 86 

3eacon-light at Grand river.............; 3d quarter 1837 |...... iskuae iseab ees, baeGN TG OF hisdaccas tees 466 04 

Jno. A. Potter... 0020s.) Grand river improvement, ..cccccscscees| 20 Quarter 1837 |..000600000% 981 11 Dy 8Ue DY 150500558 8s5lesee ween Geer 
sebelsesaawoswees|  ‘OsGo0s 
418 Ol 


PC OMIEDET BRGSN sos was lew anes Ses seb ew bike leeus sore aee 
i ll vewesew ees 


Beacon-light at Grand river...... Py eee rs Ty ey re) ee eee eT 


ceccccce veces LAUD OO digs $558 wos 


P.S. V. Wamot....... so| Presque Fale Harbor... <.2100006 csc cccees 4th quarter 1836 |..........00]- 


PADVOIDON acne evertewel SucscndeGaseiescueretae 


8,068 52} 1,302 35 |........06.| 


| 
' 
| 
f ROE ATE BIST: sg sas oeee loisww ones. | ssisoinissie-vaisis| $asaib ie Sie enl aneuissiessucl 
2a) quarter 1637 |sccecs0c00 
} 


ad quarter 1837 | 000000000 .0» 20,966 47 


| 
:, . °_s ene | | | 
4 flenry Desbrow.........' Improvement of harbor nearriver Raisin.) 4th quarter 1836 1,101 09 |...cocccccccs | 1,706 77 |... ascoe ae [reese seeees 
} 
IStMMANTOP AGS? loccccessuisdslnaes Seeeabanasleeaeueacenss teetee tweens! 2.807 86 
LUND MOMIEB CSO eU ca cicnbu tpuanecePaOses asacancdenscoeantlOssce sce: | ed MIUAMEN Ebel 15:55 cc asuses|sasmunnesanees DS pda Gl We camiewssawol vawlew casilelele 


| 
OO MUREL GOST loins e050 1a, 500 00 [SOGC GO lisseskwssaset SOs oe 


poset PA asians trad) te 

















1837 | 


No. 2 


REPORT OF 


THE 


SECRETARY 


OF 








Names. 








Ashbel Dart ..cceecccees 


WE PAT voescee cece 


JNO. TUN cdsccsssaceas 
Thos. Forster.... 


BeBe Porter .cswcecesadst 
W. McKnight ...cccccee 


Designation of the objects of disburse- 


ments. 


CONNEAUS CLEEK ssicsiascsiacesseesesecccel 4th 


PUBIVUAMUIE UGE, 6 iste.s:0.0-si0inic ior) aintows ere reioie 4th 


seacon light at Ashtabula creek ... 


Black river, Ohio 4.0040: cece 


PDI UE NIOL 6 :07s oss Ciisls'ao 6s + belceulsl emcee ive leas ease 


Black Rock harbor. ......ee. 


Cumberland river below Nashville ...... fishers ss UUpeesees 





| 


| 
| 
| 


For what period. | 


} 2d quarter 1837 


3d quarter 1837 
quarter 1836 


2d quarter 1837 


| 34 quarter 1837 


sees 


4th 


2d quarter 1837 |... 


| 8d quarter 1837 


sewers. | 4th 
Beacor-light at Black river. ...... POSTED, 


doeeee wOMss 


eeees 


WAR. 
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.—Statement showing the amount of funds to be accounted for, &e.—Continued. 





quarter 1836 | 


quarter 1836 | 


| Ist quarter 1837 | 


quarter 1836 | 


Ist quarter 1837 | 


12d quarter 1837 


ee 


3d quarter 1837 


Ist quarter 1837 
2d quarter 1837 


3d quarter 1837 


| Cumberland river above Nashville....eee|seceee «COeeee cece! 


F. Li. Dancy .ccccccccese 


James 8. Johnson....... 


William Robinson ...... 


William Chandler ...... 
Joshua Herrick, .....06- 


Jeremiah Sturges ......- 


Joseph Haskell ..... 2... 


Freeman Bradford ...... 


Marshall Parks. oereeey 


WV cP IaUON se'cwicweececat 


ESZIA COC. c0s400 00 


ee eeee 


L. G. Sampson... eseee 


D. K.. Akin. ... 


| 


| 
P.G. Munro. ....0ccecee| 


| 
| 


VUL. 


Repairs at Fort Marion, &c..... e605 


Fortifications in Charleston harbor, &c..'...... 


| Ist quarter 1837 | 


Harbor Of Batinores.cs.cevcdsvovsccess 


Harbor of Wilmington... ....ceereence 


Piers at Kennebunk........ 


| 


| 


eet 


Harbor of Southport... .ccccccccccecccese 


is 


{mprovement at Sandy bay .....6... 


harbor. 


Improvementat the Dismal Swamp canal.) 


Improvement in the river Thames, Conn.! 4th 


Harbor of Church’s cove, .cccccccee: 


Improvement near Jsuxbury harbor.... 


| Improvement at Bass river .....--66. 


DIOLUH VV GUIOM assis oeceisetisicceevieps 


Repairs at Fort Independence ....... 





VU sze 


| 
| 





vs] 


4th quarter 1836 


2d quarter 1837 


| 3d querter 1837 


4th quarter 1836 
Ist & 2d qrs. 1837 


| 3d quarter 1837 


4th 
Ist quarter 1837 


quarter 1836 


2d) quarter 1837 


3d quarter 1837 |, 


4th quarter 1836 


Ist quarter 1837 


2d) quarter 1837 | 


d= quarter 1837 | 


4th quarter 1836 


Qd quarter 1837 


3d quarter 1837 


| 4th quarter 1836 


quarter 1837 


2d quarter 1837 


| 3d quart: 1837 
Breakwater at Stanford ledge, Portland | 1st 
2d) quarter 1837 ieee 
3d quarter 1837 | 


Ist quarter 1837 
2Qd 

3d) quarter 1837 
quarter 1836 
st quarter 1837 
d quarter 1837 
3d quarter 1837 
Ist quarter 1837 
2d quarter 1837 
3d quarter 1837 
quarter 1836 
quarter 1837 
2d quarter 1837 
3d quarter 1837 
2d quarter 1837 
3d quarter 1837 
quarter 1836 
Ist quarter 1837 
2d quarter 1837 
3d quarter 1837 
4th 
Ist 


quarter 1836 
quarter 1837 


quarter 1837 | 


quarter 1836 |... 


Onieacancstens 


Amount to be accounted for, and how accruing. 








Amounts remitted in each | 


$3,000 00 
2,000 06 


eee eee 

ee ee eens eenees 
. ee 

eee wees eeeres 

jeeee ee eeeees 


10,000 00 


| 
| 
' 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


Amounts received from 
former agents. 








Amounts received from 
sales, &e 





counted for in the year 
ending Sept. 30, 1837, 


Total amount to be 








eee renee 4000100} s..55.055 Be 
satioers 4G01 00) ceiiece es 
sisaisnces| aoene Ceres 267 76 


121 32 | 


| 
2,000 00 | eeee 


1,566 05 


eee eeeees 
Peeeeeeeeees 
sere ress reee 

er 
eeeeee eeeeee 

oe eees 
eeeee eeeee 


pauelesiee 8,058 71 SUT ficveccesisaas 
ERROR EH ae Reece ere 850 00 |...00 e000. 
6,643 18 CMW sccrccdsiwesl 100 00 
peel aNdiagatcn ess) seeeeeeces | 30 00 
cose Dyed VO} ccccnwce ses | 10 00 
satel aebike onsite accaasip bakakeh tambien 

SARC CCCCE DEWOO OU. ncceenavess| cueuacecacss 
Rss 7,700 00 |..... aaree | epee eee wa 


102 00 


re 


eeeeeeeeee 


10,150 00 
16.500 00 
3,000 00 
4,820 00 
9,721 00 
9,594 00 
5, 866 00 
15,000 00 


sesee reese eees 


seeeeeeseees 


Seawaecesine 2.000 00 2 
oe tees 1980 00h) nok 


516 14 


1,149 95 


eeeeeeeeee 


© seeeererees 


quarter 1837 


eee recece 


eeeeee 


sere eeeeveee 


514 02 


see eee cose 





eee seeee 
oe eee 
eee ereee . 


eeeeesesens 


see eeseees 


eee e seer eens 


eee ress eoee 


ewes seeees 


eeees eereee 


855 00 
3.236 00 
1,426 32 


seeeee rere eeeeines 


1,100 00 
400 00 
5,000 00 


15,000 00 
5.000 00 
10,000 00 
6,500 00 
18,500 00 | 
5,000 00 

2,800 00 


5,000 00 


1,000 00 |. 


4,000 00 
11,000 00 
1,090 00 
1,000 00 
4,512 00 


3,000 00 |, 


eeeeeere 


1,500 00 |.... 


+ eeeee . eee 


4,400 00 
2,570 00 
35,200 00 
54,560 00 
66,000 00 
5,400 00 


eerecree 


seceeele 


eeee weer eeee 


seco eeeeseee 


coe eeseeees 
cere eeeeeees 
serene seseee 


ee ee eres ence 


6,747 05 


346 00 | 


seeereeesens| 





eleereee eee 


1,160 00 


eeeeeeeeoees 


eeeeeeeeeees 


eee ence eeee 


eeereeseseee 


Se eeeeoee ones 


D 


96 86 


' 
ele eeeseee eeeles 


291 50 


seeeee eeeee 





667 57 ir* 


COCO e CRORES ceeees SeBererereee 





$6,730 37 


eee 


1,220 90 


+ ee ee rere eeee 


22,869 55 
350 00 


18,783 18 
21,000 00 


38,450 00 
4,820 00 


25,283 00 


ee ee weer eese 


7,700 00 


sere cers eece 


eeereeeresee 


7,498 32 


2,046 14 


seeeeeecsese 


26,449 95 


lewee sees see 


35,000 00 


ones es eeseee 


7,800 00 


21,514 02 
6,512 00 


secre eeerees 


4,596 86 


6,970 00 


163,084 55 


eevee sc eeeet 





eRe ee 


Sesto 


2 Panes YOESE 


1 ORR = eRe PE OTE SORTS a 





q 
t 


ier ee 


PE aso 


_ 


ne. eae gee ee et 
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MILITARY 


AFFATRS. 





[No. 745. 








Names. 


Ps Sh. PEMRNIRC sccs access 


TN i ee 


John J. Wendell....... 


John B. Wilbor........- 


Conrad Reid ...0cccesces 


James C. Loomis. ..... 


Robert Harper.......... 
fener SS. SM. 66s cksces 
Samuel Simons........ 


Thomas Bartram. ..... 


eS 


Alexander Parris,.....-. 


JONN PLCC ss scss02000000 


Designation of the objects of disburse- 
ments. 


Repairs at Fort Independence... 


Preservation of Deer island. .........0-- 


Incidental expenses attending repairs of 
fortifications, &c. 
P seataqua river, deepening the Cocheco 


branch of. 


iLa Plaisance bay road ...220.0.0000s0006¢ 


Huron river....cccces 


Cees ee reeset eeseee 


Seacon-light at Huron river. .e.seececees's 


Black river...... swab pbbebe esos Saaeeas 


Reacon light at B'ack river. .....0 see. 


Harbor of Westport ...00002 ccoccsccces 


3d quarter 1837 |.cccsccevce 

| Cedar Point, .....sceeeveceeecerscceees tenes 2 O.ee- ceesioe coee. oe 
Cunningham creeK.....cceeceeceseecees; 2 Quarter 1837 158 34 
3d quarter 1837 |.ccccsccses: 


Harbor Of Bufialo.s......0000 cecccceesese 
Harbor of Bridgeport. ...0.. ccccesceees. 
| Fairweather island. ...00.0000 sees cccer 
Placing buoysin the vicinity of the monu 
ment on Steele’s ledge. 
Preservation of Raiusford island, Boston 


harbor. 


Removing wreck in the harbor of New 


Bedford. 


For what period. 


2d 
3d 
4th 

int 
3d 
4th 
2d 
4th 
2d 
od 
ith 
Ql 
3d 
4th 
Ist 
24 


3d 


2d 


2 
3d 


Ist 


2d 


4th 
3d 
2d 
3d 
Ist 


2d 


3d 


2d 


4th 
2d 


2d 


quarter 1837 
quarter 1837 
quarter 1836 
& 2d qrs. 1837 
quarter 1837 
quarter 1836 
quarter 1837 
quarter 1836 
quarter 1837 
quarter 1837 
quarter 1836 
quarter 1837 
quarter 1837 
quarter 1236 
quarter 1837 
quarter 1837 


quarter 1837 


© e UD vecscese 


quarter 1837 


quarter 1837 


quarter 1837 


quarter 1837 


qua:ter 1836 | 


quarter 1837 
quarter 1837 
quarter 1837 
quarter 1837 
quarter 1837 
quarter 1837 


quarter 1837 


quarter 1836 
quarter 1837 
quarter 1837 


quarter 1837 


. 2.—Statement showing the amount of funds to be accounted for, de.—Continued. 
Y ! ’ 


Amount to be accousted for, and how accruing. 


Sno 
MD ¢ 5 
= ® 
a 
o 
~ 
‘A 
re n 
er 





1,336 74 


se eeee seees 


164 78 
3,900 00 


eeeeeee 


received from | 


quarter, 
former agents. 


| Amounts remitted in each | 
Amounts 





| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
i 








=| oe 
° ecnr 
Bot > 
Ee 
3 Se 
o> = 
=e E28 
ee | Se ee a 
ae { a) 
= j oy 
2G H = = eo 
= ; e fe 
S | Ses 
S oe ee 
= see 
< a 





$41,000 00 | ..... see. 
45.000 00! , 


see teee cece. | cane wees 
oS swe eeene o 00 


300 00 
4,500 00 eer ceeee 


eces cece eee re ey 

eee eee cones er 
} 

eeesece eeeee eeeescens 

oes leeeere sees 





2,096 13 
400 40 


20 20 


paseaseuebes 1,144 68 
Suteak Soke 144 6x | 


1,590 00 | 
S500 DL ccuueeae ix 
1.00 OD”) .seuscwwnas 

500 00 | 


tee eee senee 





tims Se 

683 8&4 | 

2,500 00 | 
7,500 00 
1,000 00 
9.100 00 

6.900 00 | 

466 00. 


| 
| 
| 


303 74 


5.510 00 
3.800 00 [tte eee cee 
1,790 00 |. 


2,500 00 


$1,130 60 |. 


4.783 42 | 


500 OU | 


eeeeeeevee | 


| | 
Fee ee cence |eaeeeeeeenes 

| 

| 

| 


ravens eeees 
seen tone ceee 
seeeee wecees| 


| 
ale Lt 
610 20 $92,767 77 
| 
| 
| 


eer es eeene ee er re 





1,130 00 


eshieas oe 5 00 





Seer ceees [se eees cosses 





sesavswese 5, 380 76 


steer cecee | esses eeeees 


Pete twee eee (seer eee eens 


1,915 42 


eee eosese | 


seers cease eee ween wees 


eee ree eee ceeeee 


ebawsasin 6,397 87 
| 5,928 10 


dapeeer swat 144 68 


| 4,000 00 


sovccccoces | 500 00 


4,539 94 


978 £8 


' 
; 10,000 00 


10,000 00 
630 78 


| 15,000 00 


14469 | 2,644 69 








509,027 18 


2,964,176 87 | 118,594 25 


| 


| 
| 


12,780 15 3,604,578 45 
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Names. 


Brig Gen. C Gratior.... 
Col 3. CG. DOtensacccces 


Lt. Col. R. E. DeRussy.. 


Major J. L. Smith ..... 


Capt. W. IH. Chase .oceee 


| Designation of the objects of disburse- 
ments. 


Fort «t Grande Terre, Louisiana..... 


Fort Adams, Rhode Island....e. sees 


Military Academy ....0.cccccsocccecese 


Fort Schuyler, New York .... ees ee. 


| Repairs at Fort Columbus and Castle 


Wilhaim. 


Repairs at Fort Lafayette... sseccoce 


Fort Hamilton ..... 


Contingencies of fortifications ...... . 


Purchase of land at Throg’s Point.... 


Improvement of Little Egg Harbor... 
Improving harbor of N. Brunswick, N J 
Ice breaker at Staten Island, N.Y... 


Fort Pickens, Pensacola, Florida .... 


Fort Morgan, Alahama ..... cccec- cess 


Fort on Foster’s Bank, Pensacola.... 


Fort Livingston, Grande Terre, La, .. 


Fort Jackson, Louisiana...... 


Mobile harbor, Alabama........ 46 «+. 


Pascagoula river, Mississippi.... cee. 


| 
‘Contingencies of fortifications ..... +66. 


| 


Capt. R. Delaficld....... 


Capt. W. A. Eliason.... 


Incidental expenses attending repairs 
of fortifications, &c. 
Improvement at the mouths of the 


Mississippi river. 


Removing mud shoal in Apalachicola 
river. 

Incidental expenses attending repairs 
of fortifications, &e. 

Removal of karin Delaware river, near 
Fort Mithin. 

Port Calhoun cecces cecses cvcecces cece 


se eee see eee oeenes 


| 


| 


Jesied eeOUb oviesies 
Ist quarter 1837, .! 19,152 78 |.. 
29,717 74 | cccescecees 


44,900 ST | ..coccrcces.|sccees soeses| 


| 2d quarter 1837 ..! 


For what period. 


4th quarter 1835, .|-..- 


esee GEG sacxees eereees 


Ist quarter 1837..|.00. eee. 


2d quarter 1837 ..)..00s. 


3d quarter 1837 Moiocer Caeeseesc 
$14,931 00 
10.335 41 
14,578 33 


4th quarter 1836,. 
Ist quarter 1837,. 


2d quarter 1837 .. 


3d quarter 1837 . | 
4th quarter 1836, | 
Ist quarter 1837... 
2d quarter 1837 .. 
3d quarter 1837 . | 
gth quarter 1236,. 
I-t quarter 1837... 
2d quarter 1837. 
3d quarter 1837 .. 


Ath quarter 1836. .|-c.ee. 


3d quarter 1837 ..|+.s0 cece 


4th quarter 1836 | -seeee ees 


3d quarter 1837 ..| 


Ist quarter 1837 
aaieien oO 


é 
2d quarter 137 ..| 2 


3d quarter 1837 ..} 


4th quarter 1836... 
Ist & 2d qrs. 1837, | 
3d quarter 1837 .. 


4th quarter 1036, .|.ccccces cccecs|s 
43 75 | 
1, 438 
3d quarter 1837 ..|.eecceee oe 


Ist quarter 1837,. 


2Qd quarter 1837 ..! 


4th quarter 1836 .| 20... cece eee 
Ist quarter 1837, | eee. ceeee 
Qd & Bd qrs. 1837.) coe wees ceee- 
4th quarter 1836, ,|...se.00. 
Ist quarter 1837, .| cccesee 
2d quarter 1837 ,.| .ccees cece 


28,540 51 


3d quarter 1837 ,.| 
dth quarter 1836,. 
Ist quarter 1837, 


2d quarter 1837 ,. 


3d quarter 1837 ,.| ccc ccee coves 
4th quarter 1836, .!...ee.e. 
od quarter 1837 ,.| 20. sccccoccss {cove 


4th quarter 1836, .j........ 


Ist quarter 1837,.! 

2d & 3d qrs 1837,|...06. 
4th quarter 1886.,! ... .. 
Ist quarter 1837,, 

2d & 3d qrs. 1837 .|...00.6 
4th quarter 1836, .| 
Ist quarter 1837,.! 


2d quarter 1837 .. 
3d quarter 1837 ,,! 


ith quarter 1836..).... @eve cnccce| ce 


3d quarter 1837 tops 


Ist quarter 1837,. 3,% 


2d quarter 1837 .. 
3d quarter 1837 .. 


coeene 


sisieeenedl eee ciweats 


4th quarter 1836.. 


claeaen Oba ainaie ears 


3d quarter 1837 .. 


Amount expended in each ; 


15.751 68 
10.514 21 
40.311 18 
36.937 78 
11.081 ¢ 
3,036 44 
4,165 84 


Lie oh 


eeeeeees 
315 80 
780 00 


quarter. 


550 86 | . 
000 00 
3,148 04 
5.048 30 

499 64 
1,715 45 


705 2w 


oe 
peeee 
ooee 


387 00 
136 50 


885 33 |. 
50 00 


100 60... 


13 80 


31.884 92 


OU 


Amount accounted for. 


» Or re- 








turned to the treasury 
Amount turned over to 


Amount refunded 


BIT 000 OO ccsicsais vices 


eee eeceeee. | He eeee esos 


| 89 69 $1,970 58 


Cee eee Beer seeeee seoes 


seeeeeee . eae 
eee eee oe 
Beeee ences . . 
ee ee oe ee 
ee ee a 
see ees ee . feerece 
. ee . 
serene eeereee 
oe . . eee 
seeeee oe 
eee ee eee ceeee 
Pere secee | wae teee . 
. . eeerees 
. . oe 
. ee eee ee teerese 
Oe aver eee fees eoece 


. oe fences 
eee eet wee se eeeeseceee 
. oe « 
oe seer wenes 
eee weer ees See eee ene 
oo meer cess tee eeeene eee 
eeeereee eee 
eee : eeeeee 


. oeeee ee ete eee 
. er er eseses 
. feeeee se eeee eens 
. . eevee 
eeeeresees feeeeee 
Coeececos (seesccee coe: 
oe eee . eee 
eeeeee . . 
feces ceees ease. coeees 
ee ese ereee 
oe eeeee . eee 
. . eer ceses 
et eeeee eeeee eeee eeeses 


eee sone . 

sees ees eas weeeee 
ee ° ee 
teeeccceves (% eee eeerece 
. . ee 42 55 
see oe eeeercees 


e ° eeee sees . 
eerees ees eesree 
eeeesee eee eeeeeee oe 
Pere reese seer eeeeees 
eeee eee . eeaee 
. . eons S888 eee ee 


eens cess e- eee 
Cece e raeens esos eee ee 
eeeee ees eee oe 
eee ee weeee seer cece 
eeenee erer ees 


se eeee cess eses sere 


cece eneeee seeeereeeeee & 


seat wees seer) 


Total amount accounted 
for. 


15.000 00 


fh 


39,844 74 


103,514 85 


ee eens 
+ . eee 


19.461 03 | 


ee ewer eeee oe 


559 86 


seee eee oete | ee 


2,000 00 | 
3.148 04 | 
5,048 30 | 


sere ress ooes 
oe eee 
eaeeee eeeee 


28,540 51 


ee ee ease ceees 


1,095 40 


Cee ees sees aces 
ve ee eees weees 


ee eee ceeeee 


153 O1 


eee oes veces 

42 55 | 
cecccccces cece 
ceccescees coe- 
cove cece cccces 

523 50 
ceseececere oe 


| 
| 
ereeeeeere | 
} 
oe eeeeeee | 
| 


125,755 O1 | 


ber 30, 1837, 


Balance on hand Septem- 


| 
| 


$35,000 00 
4,100 43 
40,272 10 
5,420 61 
1,560 40 
1,780 15 
1,156 12 
1,851 %6 
1,951 70 


ee eeee-eeeee 


sereceeeeeees 


2,673 79 


20,917 32 
225 00 
6,476 50 
5,092 75 


eRe coe s Cees 


17,114 67 


3,153 58. 


Ses 


gy Fee are oan 
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No. 2.—Statement showing the amount of funds to be accounted for, &e.—Continued. 


Amount accounted for, 











= . 2 2 = | « 
e > 2 } 
= 5 S : | 
i = PY 3 | 
Names. Designation of the objects of disburse- | Por what period. a | S Zz g | wh x 
ments = 3 = sc 4 | < Ba 
a | a aL = 35 j a 
= 5 = So 3 | as 
eS ° -— > ro) | = © 
“Salas H = 3 S } ° = 
+ | ws ~~ 5 5 | c 
€ | 2 e * « | S a 
E 5 2 3 | &§ 
= = = 2 | a 
| ii | = = | = 


| 
' 
| 
{ 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


Capt. W. A. Eliason ....) Removing the light-house at Old Point | 2d quarter 1837 .,)....ceee cecees|scvecs cecees, teeees secee: iesenicandcant $2, 000 00 


Comfort. 





Capt. C. A. Ogden ......'| Cumberland road in Indiana........../ 4th quarter 1836..; $38,316 09 |. .cecccccces soveee cessisoveescecevcs lasecsecccccs 
Ist quarter 1837,. eL_ 5 CREE NERY eo, AONE ECE NED fer nem nay 
imei: “GAMMA coins casiowlsctde. aeenrndieebed Seenabs, tenebaadeiin 
3d quarter 1837 ..| G6,151 3B jcce cvesses|s0e, 00000000! GlId,042 12 21,723 05 

Cumberland road in [Mlinois ... .e..6. 4th quarter 1836,.! D2 LTS 12 | roccescncccel o0evecevecs|socecsce veces | sibckea ake 
Ist quarter 1837,. BSG ON. issues sues) Sew rrebaslenanlacwens eens sows wenswawceeice 
2d quarter 1837. 12,560 13 | reece cecces soevescvcces ea ern 
3d quarter 1837 ..| 15,967 52 |..ccececeees|ss0eee seees 57,570 94 50,676 93 


Lieut. A. H. Bowman... Road from opposite Memphis, on the 4th quarter 1836.. IW AAIG ING | |b sh utesureussa tac bowen cee anssaneeectetees: cents 


Mississippi, to the river St. Francis. | Ist quarter 1837... 15,729 1B | ccccccvceesisoceee socces se eeeree eens | Kes sis Saw 
2d quarter 1837 .. 12,806 57 |sveceececenc/see cece sees teen eees scene [see seer eens 

3d quarter 1837 .. 9.466 G6 | icesseces bc) [eebepe arenas 55,459 24 | 52,274 01 

Lieut. J. K. F. Mansfield. Fort Pulaski, Georgia .......0.200 000: 4th quarter 1836... 44,780 29 |. 2006 cepee ss 1esdue OR RAaS panleetebavbuies Aieeipins 
Ist quarter 1837,, 42,883 31 Cececevces ce cccccccece pimasienes aici deoennens ve 

2d quarter 1837 .. SU ree Ok ls: waawaGoews | abaweSoba bial susseswbesenes loess eesons 
3d quarter 1837 .. 29,959 20 |eecececcceee coeeeeeeeeee) 133,911 34 | 31,105 76 

Fortifications in Charleston harbor, $.C.) Ist quarter 1837... 173 70 L Scmutawaih rrr rrrerrriirrrerrrrrrrrri cere errr i ier) 
Sd Ki Bdqre. 1837.)  24j9B TE |. censercccslonrovsseccss| 14/400 08 |....0s000000 

Improving Savannah river, Georgia...) 4th quarter 1836, . 1,532 10 | cccccccccce|cccccceccevelsccccccevevecs|soccccsccces 
Ist quarter 1837.. 1, 765 32 |rceccccccccs|ooe ooo c evens cece cece cecees cece cece ces . 

| 2d quarter 1337 ., 15104 SD | <.060% veccee cece ce ccccce cece cece seroeeleccccecscces 

3d quarter 1837 ., 877100: {5c Beene leeenenes Goss ASG WO122 | ceaseless 

Improving the inland navigation be- | 4th quarter 1836,, D940 18 | scwcvccvsves| oe C cecccccclecce cece coscccleces cocceses 


~ 


BRI. ASL. <1) siete wlsreis em 501 8410s Vem 0:| aw bise'e Sse ew oaie | oleee Aeweweus 


tween St. Mary’s and St. John’s, Fla. | Ist quarter 1837, 
2d quarter 1837 .. Be OP Aikcehscbddun o0bbGsseeeen ess ebeeheeneda cccccccccccs 
3d quarter 1837 ,. I ah ini wews aes] siento oa edie | USI JEU. Jal eee ey ren 


Removal of bar to improve the harbor | Ist quarter 1837.. 44 00 [ocee ccccecee!s occ cee cece’ 44 00 | .ccccecceees 


of Brunswick, Georgia. | | | 
} | 


Incidental expenses attending repairs | 4th quarter 1836... ..se..eees esos 
1,000 00 


of fortifications, &c. 3d quarter 1837 ..).cesee eee seine |eewens eoecee seeeee eocce leccccc voce cece! 

Lieut. Alex. J. Swift.... Fort Caswell, North Carolina.........) 4th quarter 1836... 4,999 BB jecececccccee cocccccecece oes seeeevcccce| coccesccece 
[st quarter 1837.. 4,401 O09 |cccccecccccc cove cvvececsieve see cee Cocelcccc cece cece 

2d quarter 1837 .. 10,000 25 |..00.. Seedee lesen Oe ee ceee ceccee cere ceee eee ceer cece 

3d quarter 1837 ,. 18,683 21 | .ccvesccccccicccccccececs 38,083 88 | 5, 804 84 


Incidental expenses attending repairs | 4th quarter 1836,.\....+.+. ecccce|cocee Ccocc ce cee eeen eens cocees cece eens cone cone sees 

of fortifications, &e. 3d quarter 1837 ,.:sececeees ecccel cece chee eeee tees cece eens tose eens eeenen| 18 74 

Improving Pamlico river, N.C........) 4th quarter 1836... 3,367 88 ceeeeee ee eeel ete e eee cease sees 
2d & 3d qrs. 1837. $7 GR [acewie tewates lsaetewiseeons 


Improving Ocracoke inlet, N. C......- 4th quarter 1836..).sccceeseseees| 06 eocceeceiceescccececels 


| Ist quarter 1837... 1,166 46 | .ccccccccccciccccccesccecions sce c cee cece coccce ceccce 
2d quarter 1437 .. ene Lee I ee ne, ner mere 
3d quarter 1837 ..) 3,918 09 |...... ssses[oceseeseeses| 795066 | 13,062 29 
Improving Cape Fear river, N. C.,....| 4th quarter 1836.. DOG BL |. cecccccccccieececeee eves lscececceeeeees senses ceeeee 
Ist quarter 1837.. 55460 29 |o.ceceeeeeee Conewnees Cotes 500660000] eeeneeseenes 
2d quarter 1837 .. BS Ii UD loos casexeces seensnanee siecaakanneeeuucdasesaces fe 


3d quarter 1837 .. 6,479 55 |eccccee © 000e|cccccceccees 16,578 27 | 7,377 92 
ee ..| 30,000 00 


Opening a passage between the town |....... AO ceveveee eeeceee 


i 
t 
t 
4] 


of Beaufort and Pamlico sound, and | | | 
improving New river, N.C. | 

Lieut. G. W. Cullum.. . Removing light-house on Goat island..) 4th quarter 1836.. 93 B4 veceeeeecces erences eeeees 
Ist quarter 1837,. C3'Ol | seccsccceses| $582 37 


Pee ee ee seers eeeeeseseeee 


PE haces: shes 
14,812 27 | 287 73 , 
2,538 67 | 2,861 33 
' 
| 
' 


a ewereeeesens 


Lieut. William Smith... Improvement at Genesee river, N. Y..| 3d quarter 1837 .. 


Improving the harbor at mouth of Oak |.....++d0 ssseeeee 2,5BB OT |e ccecece cece seeecene cues 


— 
> 
2) 
4 
oS 
rw) 
it~ 


Orchard creek. 


Lieut. R. E. Lee........ Pier in the Mississippi river, near St. (....66.dO cooseee. 2,337 75 


G2 25 | sabesaeuaealevactwereass: 62 25 | 
Louis. 
Improvement of the Mississippi river, |..... .dO e.seeees BLSS B2 les orioevssees|ov0eeeeewsee| 2,153 22 907 65 


and the Missouri river. | 


Peewee sere vese eeeeessseene 


| 
above the mouth of the Ohio river, | | | | 
; ! 

| 


Andrew Talcott........-, Improvement at the mouth of the Mis- | 2d quarter 1837 .. 7,081 36 |icce seccee Beas seeeeees 
45,159 17 | 840 83 


sissippi river. 3d quarter 1837 .. | BB,077 18 |.ccccccccccs|coovcccccces| 
| | 


Major Henry Whiting...| Road from Detroit to Fort Gratiot.....) 4th quarter 1836..)...seesescecesiecceee soeeeel sees sees ceee| 
| | 2d & 3d qrs. Cok ere ses[esevessesssc|useeensnsenslesssseersensey 31 8&8 
| Road from Detroit to Grand river...... 4th quarter 1826 | 2,464 18 |.cccccecccsion ETT Te OPT CPO REE (orrne eer re 

Ist quarter 1837,.| oY es J Peery ee santionintvee| piesa saNedeless ossseeces 
| 2d quarter 1837 “| 198 00 [onesesacdues seRebsiy obs lgcen eee awebanat sues Sescmeare 





AINE lec icpcacusvwistsassan ean sestaeensene| 3,476 77 | 1,877 20 


' 
Henry Smith ...........| Piers at La Plaisance bay ............| 4th quarter 1836,., iscaeuseaniaslemmnanitihe eT on a) a 


mE T........ -sschossasiataiechcnenibehubeeiabaneesiaiied 82 12 
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-S 


REPORT 





Names. 


Henry SMUD ..ccccessees 


Cleveland harbor .... 


OF 


THE 


Designation of the objects of disburse- 


ments. 


La Plaisance Bay road 


Port Lawrence and Adrian road...... 


BRUTON FIVE? . cscs cesses civiceee seve 
GAN FIVEP .cccce cccccccvccosccce ‘anne 
Black river .occcsccccccccccccccccccce 


Ashtabula creek 


Cunningham creek, Ohi0. esses ceeees 


Presque Isle harbor, Pennsylvania.... 


Dredging machine for Lake Erie..... 


| Black Rock harbor, New York........ 


| Beacon-light at Black nver.... 


Lieut. R. C. Smead. Bahl 


Dunkirk harbor, New York... 


Buffalo harbor, New York...... 


eeereeee 


Beacon-light at Grand tiver........00. 


Beacon-light at Ashtabula creek...... 


Beacon-light at Huron river .... 


Harbor near the mouth of the 


Raisin, Michigan. 


eeeee 


river 


Oswego harbor, New York.....ee0e.. 


| Light house at Oswego. ...seeeeeeeeee 


OG WU: 4 s6sseass] 
General Joseph G. Swift. 





Oswego harbor. ..cececcesescesceceens 


Improvement at Big Sodus bay ....... 


Improvement at Genesee river........ 


2d quarter 1837 ..]...cc. cece eeselous 

AUD GQURIIERDEOG jaf icacicis cewescclcs | <ncsiee esse 
o00cce AO coe cocsfeccccsccesccselccce ec cecceel® 
Sst quarter 1607. | osscciccecscecsl ees misidaeceaee 
| 2d quarter IS37 . |..ceee eens evcelccccce eccceele 
emi quarter 1G37 .. |<<. cocsiecce aces |eccniees 

4th quarter 1Gge: 2). <ccciscess ee ere 
| ;ddtquarteres?-.c|scccesccssicsselooace ACPO E 
4th quarter 1836,.]...... cove cccelcccscccece 


| Ist quarter 1837,. By 1S OO facase 


| 2d quarter 1837 . 


| 3d quarter 1%37 . 


| 4th quarter 1836,.|.eecececeeeees 


| 3d quarter LSP Te clacwcsmsccneeeste 


| 
| 


| 
| 
H 
} 
For what period. | 


Amount expended in each | 
quarter. 


4th quarter 1836, .|...ccccceee 


j Ist quarter 1837, .|.ccccccccee 


| 2d quarter 1837 Bei Notre 


| Ist quarter 1837,, 


SECRETARY OF 


W 


AR. 


653 


Amount accounted for. 





Amount refunded or re- 
turned to the treasury. 


. 


3d quarter 1837 ..| .cscccccescece 


4th quarter 836, 


Se eeeeeseee 
Cee eee cores 


2d quarter 1837 ,. 


eeeeeeeee 6 


| 3d quarter 1837 ..|.cccccccce ccs 


4th quarter 1836, .|..ceeeeeeeeese 


Datiquarter 1897. | scseaccese 


| Dd Quatter tS? «<| ccccessecese 


| 3d quarter 1837 ,, 


| Ist quarter 1837,. 


| Qa quarter 1837... 
| 3d quarter 1837... ... 00 


4th quarter 1836 .|..cccseceee 


2d quarter 1837 ..|.ccescccce 


3d quarter 1837 | ..ccccceere 


4th quarter 1€36,.|...cccescceeee 
Ast quarter IS37. | occcc. csessecieteoss 


eee ereeeeeesia 
. oe . 
oes woesere . 


ee leeeee 


eee ee eerees 
. eareeeesio 
eee eee eeeeerle 
eens eee 
eeeeeree 
eee eeee oe 
series oe eeeeee 
Oe le een eerens| 
eer weneee oe 
. . @eeees 


De Quanter TSG. si vccccs ccscecss| ence 


3d quarter 1837 ,.|...cescccsecee 


Ist quarter PRG sate se oseaecclionss 


2d quarter 1837 
sdquarter (837. lscincssces 0 
4th quarter 1836, |......eeee 
3d quarter 1837 . | ..cccceces 

Ist quarter 1837. 


2d quarter 1837 ., 


Cee were reer ears 


GII8IS00 ccucsete caval 
MalOW OU! fox hercceueene 


SO QUAEE FSOE oo licccescudesces 


4th quarter 1836.1 vcccccece cee. 


Ist quarter 1837, 


Qi quarter fGS7 oti cccsccsees 
3d quarter 1837 , cece rccee 


4th quarter 1836..]...... 
1-t quarter 1837,. 


OUGUAKEr LER? aha scseescancees 


DU QUAMER TOSE <a) ais: d.nao 00:00:06.0] wnnweccn eee 


lee ee eeee esse leer sere 





to 


successors. 
for. 





Total amount accounted 


| Amount turned over 


| 
} 
| 
| 
| 


fe 


Balance on hand Septem- 
ber 30, 183 





$2,194 36 


$2,194 36 


SS 20000) fees ciacinn cece 
| 
| 


3,200 00 


438 85 








BOE ceiavcnceens 

1,000 00} 5,928 10 
| 

$908 BB lin cecauccckeas 
| 


Bibel 1,848 30 | 
50 00 |.. 

3,926 32 
500 00 

3,787 62 


1,302 35 | 


a 
h 

FS 
= 
re) 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


eeeeeee 


10,982 00 


sleeee wees 


sl eeeeeaves 





eeeeelee 


eeeeeseseese 


@1s8 92 


1,884 92 


44 76 


aloes eesecese 


887 33 


eeee eas eeee 


1,383 99 





eeeeeeceee 
eeereenes 


573 68 


eeeeeeeses . 
eeeee ee 
seeceeccsese 


3,470 87 


WOW A vcdccinsinonaeceuuanles 
Sac Scvaveliteniestcnbelecumarsantes 
| | 
sesseseeeesleeesenees eeeefeeeeenee sees 
inteimobless 850 00 196 97 

| 


2,000 00 |..scccccccccce|e 


seeeeereees 


1,567 49. 


eee eee eees eens 


eeedesececes 


3,567 49 


4th quarter 18°6. cece eee cece vcceice : . sees 

BSC GUNEICE 1B07 <1. acne cies coed! scnccs Cdseeelseccees anes) oe wece cece cons 
2d quarter 1837 ..} .ccccccccccceclecs =e keees . woes cccccces 
GU QUALEER TEST 2h ce siareesiseseus|essiacisisitecec) seccsiccece [se censecccceee 


AU GMAINETIEOONs Wl vcee: c:tiscdistniel cee ddcecdes| tuoveeikecsesilace eee 


ist quarter IES7. 1 ccceccsse . 


3d quarter 1837 ..]...6. 
4th quarter 1836. 2, 338 
4th quarter 1836. 297 
3d quarter 1837 . 
2a quarter 1Sd0 . [ocseceseces 
4th quarter 1836... 
Ist quarter 1837... 
2d quarter 1837... 

3d quarter 1837... 
4th quarter 1836,. 
Ist quarter 1837.. 


seer cere ene 





73 


pe (1330 7 eee eer eee 


724 32 


5.102 54 
| aren 
BI sciscisiccuins idudekidwiaateunmen eee licen 
8,226 48 
2,370 17 


975 37 


eeeeeseeeser 


$2,993 43 


18 9 52 


seeeeee eevee 
eeeeee sere . 
eeeeeeeeeserie 

eee eoee eoreee 


eee 


ee ee eee ee serene 


466 04 466 04 
1,267 76 1,267 76 
266 00 266 00 


17,729 60 
297,365 23 


1,031 02 
2,490 78 


3,345 54 


eeeeee eres tese ® 


cere sere teeeie 


eeeereersee 
eeereeerseee 
sereeseeesee 


815 13 


537 84 


eeeeee eeeeee 
seeeeecesees 
. seen cece 
seeeeeeeeees 
es eee wees cess 


eevee eeresee 
. eoeseee 
eeeee errors 
. eoeeeene 


eeeees essere 


4,309 22 


1,790 23 








ese arcadia 


Seas a She ees 


he oR GT 





No, 2.—Statement showing the amount of funds lo be 


Names. 


General Joseph G. Switt 


Captain James Allen.... 


Lieut J. G. Barnard .... 
Lieut. John H. Winder... 


Major H. Sanders....... 


Lieut. John L*Engle.... 


Lieut. T. B. W. Stockton 


Lieut. E 8S. Sibley...... 


Major B K. Pierce...... 


Capt. H. A. Thompson. 


Bauk- of Troy sss.s<0ces 


Moyamensing Bank..... 


Clinton Bank, Columbus. 
Ohio. 
Merchants’ Bank, Boston. 


MILITARY 


Designation of the objects of disburse- 
ments. 


Improvement of harbor at the mouth 
of Oak Orchard creek. 

Beacon lights at Sodus bay and Gene- 
see river. 


Chicago harbor, Illinois .......0..0e-s 


Pascagoula river. .cccseseees pbbewnens 
Fort CASWEell osccec csc 000s cvce are 
Cape Fear fiver..cccscccscccccccccses 


SEREROS Se SuSoLhaks eae bbUebebeoeee ae 


Fortifications at Charleston harbor,... 


Road from Detro t towards Chicago... 
Road trom Detroit to Saginaw bay ... 
Road from sheldon’s to St. Joseph's 
river. 
Road trom Niles’s to St. Joseph’s river. 
Road from Clinton to Grand river..... 
toad from Detroit towards Chicago 
Road from Detroit to Saginaw bay .... 
Road trom Sheldou’s to St Josepii’s 
river 
Road from Niles’s to St Joseph’s river 
Road from Clinton to Grand river ..... 
Road trom Detroit towards + hicago ... 
Road from Detroit to Saginaw bay .... 
Road from Sheldouw’s to St. Josepir’s 
river. 
Road trom Niles*s to St. Joseph’s river 
Road from Clinton to Grand river ..... 
Fort McHenry, Redoubt Wood, and 


Covington battery. 
Incidental expenses attending repairs 
of fortifications, ac. 


Hudson river, improvement of ........ 


Pare SPEEA WAIE ibkauce esse bonhe sen pee 


Delaware breakwater ..... ishsnacewes 


ONVORSIIC RIRIDOT 6 chew cesses ss enone 


FARTNOF OF TCE wiksasaesicesccsesuss 


Incidental expenses atteuding repairs 


of fortifications, &c. 


Mooring buoys at Pelaware breakwater 


Cumberland road in Ohio .........06. 
POE BV MIRON Bans Sedseenuae Seb es0e08 


Repairs at Fort Independence, &c..... 
Sea wall at Deer island. ......cccccees 
Incidental expenses attending repairs 


of fortifications, &c. 


AFFATRS. 





accounted for, de.—Continued, 


Amount accounted for. 





2 ; £5 

} » 5 

£ | Sa 

For what period. | = | — a} 

{ oc 

ss 

a | <2 

” { Es 

- sd 
ith quarter 1836... ..cccecceecees seer evescnes 
Bd quarter 1837...) .cccee cece wees sven cece ces 

4th quarter 1836...) .ccccccs ces . cece 
3d quarter 1837... M954 Si |. cc ceencees 


ith quarter 1836... 16,672 75 | $1, 
Ist & 2d qrs. 1837. 


3d quarter 1837... 


9.959 40 


4th quarter 1836, |...... 


‘pans HAD bee ones | soeeuaesee 


es COwsees oe eevee . eos tee . 
soc v0 0Os..50000s ecewecvescceesiscese 
SeeeeeOs. gucapy | siewene dean boas lenses 
Ist quarter 1837, 1,268 72 |... 


4th quarter 1836. wee. eee eines lveses 


BELG 16 SB) laces 
3.001 16 


846 04 


} 
evens 


bocec CED abss ce loeavsrbonsces [eaeowensens 
spn ss MO se sos as |acvee sess o00s e001 seeuer 
sips eOsgbicsaess ibnee eden be eaee loess ssaseuee 
o0ces chO cane cee. | 9000000 cerfeccee ones 
sees 5 ses 801 75 j..cceee ‘ken 
oe 0. -cceces 21D OO |.ve0t04800% 
Seseesi do...... oe ccccccecccesleceese cee 
Micienane oorecvevesisecccce eee 
beennel@sses e400 [sei 00 oseesleces veces ‘se 
3d quarter 1837.. COU AT fissieees sam 
sew MIOieres aes 1.i04 10 seas ae 
oe 0.000. 103 10 sew sieue 
| 
basa ccs - PISO ..cnnesennect 
sot SK<mMO> wpein ae PAG WY [sawesw ee oe 
ith quarter 1536 PAG U2 Wax scansas 
Ist quarter 1837.. Dy Idd aS lvaeenssdens 
2d quarter 1837 9,019 86 |..cccccree 
3d quarter 1237... Sire Ue Perr errs ei 
4th quarter 1236. 14,641 54 | ccccc cece 
Ist & 2d qrs. LEB. cccceesecscces|seccecccee 


3d quarter 18 vy pe a eS be er 
ih quarter 1836.. 
Ist quarter 1837... 
MGS TO 20. | seen 


42.469 ST. \esce:e 


2d quarter 1837... 


eh ie 


LS ee eee 


to | 


- 
c 
g 
‘4 
cs 6 
Cc Yv 
en 
- > 
= ¥ 
~~ o 
2 «& 
< 


eer eeeeee 


eee ee) 


ee ere ry 


4.420 59 
3.661 95 


1,207 19 


2,979 97 

72) 47 
3.659 53 
3, i183 29 


1,107 38 


2.919 i 


eee eee o* 
aoe eee 
sees wees 


3d quarter 1837.6 one® os Sbeenasn 
4th quarter 1836... Fol le seeheasenae 
Ist quarter 1837, 135079 OY) | swisisiee sevens | nwiowswssiemeis 
2d quarter 1x37... 37,490 15 |...00- eevee scccceccces 
3d quarter 1537... 28,768 16 | 0000s ese e|eesees cee 

ith quarter 1836..; 43,501 98 |........000. yemeoane 

Ist quarter 1837,. SE FO hein ecewn ses laden ube tONs 
2d quarter 157... 44,040 20 | coe cove se ceeecee 
3d quarter 1837., SashOs wl 1ss0n 0550 Saws esos winoniaine 
4th quarter 1R35.. R268 65 sees sais swe sale 


ed i ere 


Ist quarter 1837.. 
2d quarter 1837... ie ae iskaee 
ep) Ube cat ae 


1, 76245 | ..c0% 


394 62 |..000 


3d quarter 1837... 
4th quarter 1836... 
2d quarter 1837... 
3d quarter 1837... 
17,042. 54 |...0. 


eR AS. | wees 


ith quarter 1836... 
Ist quarter 1837... 
2d quarter 1837... 
8,967 96 ..... 


Oy ee eee 


3d quarter 1837... 


2d quarter 1837 . 


4th quarter 1R36.. .eccce cece ceeg coeees 


LSI) 10) | .esue 


Rete Oo: 1: 665% 


2d quarter 1837.../..... Cabs wees] sespios ae ee 
ith quarter 1696. .| csc0cc0s cccces|esees seeoees 
2d quarter 1837... |ccccccccccce evcccccerees 
4th quarter J836. | ..ccccvcee ccclececces ecoce 


ceenies GUO isk abbaesiesscskheese ns sel eaees 


eee enee 
} 


| 


ee 


eee eee wees 


592 289 
6,747 05 
667 57 


1,130 00 


5 00. 


Total amount accounted 


= 

AS} 

= 
eee see eees 





HY) 
50.156 68 
3,001 16 
47 36 

Sst 12 

15 20 

1,288 72 
4,420 59 
3.661 95 


1,207 19 


2,979 97 

721 4 
4,461 28 
3.661 95 


1,107 38 


2,979 97 
Tel A 
2 sgo 47 
1,754 10 
daa 45 


2,410 90 


216 77 


ee ee ey 


48,663 31 


19.645 72 


133, 336 88 


80,438 70 


177,329 88 


ale eee meer es eens 


sere eeee cere 


24,235 93 


3,307 13 
34,445 28 
1,793 56 
512 3g 
6.747 05 
G67 57 
1,130 00 
5 00 





837. 


30, 1 


Balances on hand Septem- | 
ber 


+ seer weee eens 


$773 86 
1,180 13 
7.208 15 


er ee 
eee eee eeee 

a eeeeeeeee 
seen ween eece 


eee 


769 06 
1,629 19 
374 43 


569 07 
504 70 


sete ewes eeee 


see eeeeereeee 


sere eres eens 


6.821 34 
20,119 49 
26,453 71 


650 67 
165 82 
455 28 
1,579 27 
206 44 


Cerrone eeenes 


leweeeeeescce 

















No, 2.—Statement showing the 


Names. 





Merchants and Mechan- | Cumberland road east of the Ohio river 


ics’ Bank, Wheeling. 
Merchants and Wanufae 


turers’ B’k, Pittsburg. | 


Newpo ‘change Ban 
Newport Exchange Bank 


Henry M. Shreve....... .| 


Ezra Crowell 


eee eees eres 


Thomas M. Clark....... 


Asa S. Bowley ......... 


S. Sampson..ececee os 


A. W. Walworth . cece 


Henry Phelps. ..oce. cece 


John As Potter. s.cceceds 


3. V. Hamot. 


Henry Desbrow.....0s.- 


N. D. Curtiscccecccccccs 


Ashbel Dart ..ccccccere- 


M. Hubbard ...ccee cess: 


REPORT OF 


| Designation of the objects of disburse- 


! meuts. 
| 


| 
| 
} 
i 
| 
| 


Sule Omawase swe eneie coos 
j 


| 


| Cumberland road in Ohio .........005, 


| Imp’ oving the Ohio river between Pitts- 


burg and the fails. 


Fort Adams... 


| Light-house on Goat island...... 


Ohio and Mississippi 


Louisville to New Orleans. 


Improving the Red river....... 


river. 


Provincetown harbor...... 


MIC VEIANGNAEDOR <6 csinc.ccee00es 


Grand river.... 





Os cise 


Mississippi river, above the mouth of 


the Ohio river, and the Missouri river. 


rivers, from 


Constructing and working boat on Red 


Improving the Arkansas river. ........} 


PAV RUNISAALDOY sceicicic cecewe cecscisicece 


IVECPEHNUCK TIVOR 0c.ccs.cisisccnesiecsioiwsis 


Ely POs ORCI <c.s.occciscuecclesiwscnen 


Peco ee wees seeeee reese 
. 


Beacon-light at Grand river. .....e0s. 
Giand river improvement. ..ceceeecees 


Beacon-light at Grand river. ....ccee-| soos 
Presque Isle harbor ...: cece ccscccees: 


Improvement of harbor near river Raisin 
Sama OiisieeiesisieresteselO ose scissecceen 


ICONTCAUU CICOR ac 6s cece sccecsteecenes 


Ashtabula creek . occccscoveccee cocces 


Beacon-light at Ashtabula creeK ...... 


THE 


For what period. 


4th quarter 1836. . 


4th quarter 1836... 
Ist & 2d qrs. 1237. 
3d quarter 1837... 
4th quarter 1836... 
Ist quarter 1837. | 
2d quarter 1837... 
3d quarter 1837... 
4th quarter 1836... 
Ist quarter 1837,. 
2d quarter 1837., | 
3d quarter 1837...) 
eee 4th quarter 1836 . 
' Ist quarter 1837,. 
2d quarter 1837., 
3d quarter 1537...) 
eoee, 2d quarter 1837... 
| 3d quarter 1837... 
4th quarter 1836, .| 
Ist quarter 1837... ; 
2d quarter 1837... 
| 3d quarter 1837... 
' 4th quarter 1836...) 
Ist quarter 1837... 
2d quarter 1837 ...! 
3d quarter 1837... ! 
4th quarter 1836. | 
Ist & Qd qrs. 1837.) 


3d quarter 1837... 


Ist quarter 18.7... 


3d quarter 1837... 


Ist quarter 1837,. 


2d quarter 1837...| 


3d quarter 1837...| 
4th quarter 1836.. 
Ist & 2d qrs. 1837. 
3d quarter 1837...| 


4th quarter 1836,.! 
3d quarter 1837... / 


4th quarter 1836... 


Semel 
237.) 


Ist & 2d qrs. 1 
4th quarter 1836. .| 
Ist quarter 1837..| 
2d & 3d qrs. 1837. | 
4th quarter 1836. .| 
| Ist & 2d qrs. 1837..| 
3d quarter 1837...| 


4th quarter 1836... | 
2d quarter 1837... / 


3d quarter 1837...| 
2d quarter 1837... | 


3d quarter tana 
oO. coe coee| 


4th quarter 1836, | 
Ist quarter 1837...| 
2d quarter 1837...| 
3d quarter 1837...| 
4th quarter 1836.. 


Ist quarter 1837.. 


2d quarter 1837... 
3d quarter 1837 .. 
4th quarter 1836.. 
2d quarter 1837... 
3d quarter 1837... 
4th quarter 1836.. 
2d quarter 1837... 
3d quarter 1837... 
4th quarter 1236.. 





seer eceree 





{| let quarier 1837.. 


SECRETARY 





| Amount expended in each 
quarter, 


$1,138 48 


10,789 79 
15.068 00 
12,031 41 
68,135 25 
27,925 67 
67.918 02 
70.817 43 
22.706 78 
14.924 39 
30.728 90 


36,298 98 


50,841 84 


15,922 12 
39, 734 11 


42,864 72 


75287 44 
3,339 63 


1,998 11 


1,959 50 


OF 





WAR. 





| ie 2 
oe = 
2 3 
> 
) 
arts S 
ee 8 
= 9 s 
>—4 Lh . 
= w = & 
i § = © 
25 = 
= | = 
< | & 
Se Men sesea|ssceveeeusl - QYSIIS 48 
| 
ecvcccr|coce cece ce . 37,990 20 
sees tues ened) concen ee woe 234.798 37 
jes | eee cece cece 
etacss , vessel 104,659 05 
eee eeee Ceececcccericee eeeee sence 


15,077 34 


62 68 |.. 


4,752 89 





12,451 57 |. 


40,504 23 
2,969 11 


17,507 


47,819 30 


124 21 | 
22, 436 93 


7,544 71 


13.427 45 


10.581 98 


6,036 07 


669 16 
1,784 18 


2,431 72 |... 


4,481 22 


2 
8,482 82 
7 


5,109 9 


4,254 34 |. 


950 97 
327 56 
48 03 
3,096 60 


2,637 30 


33 08 |. 


3,475 85 
1,050 24 
5,729 37 

10,004 19 
2,350 15 

67 77 
8,028 40 

14,423 43 
1,405 01 
1,992 49 
2,751 91 
2.250 41 
2,178 86 





2,086 29 | 


606 63 
619 07 


48 | cccee 


eeeeeres 


eeeeesereee 


Heder eecees 


seeeereeeees 


ciaekacdiains aii 33 08 
eaees | 

Sa Sidhe ate ddl ekeaaasiadsaeesp 
dias eae eal aAaNE alias teabiiiel 


se eeessoeees 


se eee eeoeene 


peaeescecoes 


wearer ceeeee 


eeeeeeeeeres 


eeeeroreeees 


‘eeeees errors 





eee 


Séie : 19,097 63 
Pataca detcensre ta Ane 60,677 80 
pecu ceuetudaess eee 65,450 99 
Kavicwawaseslamcs ages 29,981 64 
Pe oeest ioe Jseeeeesesee ceeeee seeees 
sessisedeincal ea Beers 30,045 50 
| 
j 
sesleleiciers [wise Rulers seen eeeecs 
eee cece eceslcons oeeecece 4,825 06 | 
. eeoeeee eee . . . eeeeee eee | 
| oe 1 
eoccee Coccceleccecccccces 79 60 | 
Pee eer Dene ‘iit 4,481 22 
| | 
CO RR REE 
} a mo | 
walaaceida peas cease saee ome 269 50 | 
} ' 


17,847 13 


2.624 86 
{ 
466 04 | 


$1,346 03 
418 01 


eee eee wees teem ee weer ee 


ot  —5.73390 


20,259 65 


{ 
eeeeeeeees | 


eeee sens oe eee 


389 94 | 


2,807 86 


se ee ease eeeriseesesess ae 


cevcececees| 22,461 83 
coe cece ceee| coveee cece one 
sescececee | 6,149 41 


eeeesatseenes 


6,515 56 


| 
seeecens! 
! 


Peewee tees nre- lee 


| 
| 


ber 30, 1837. 


Balance on hand Septem- 


eee eeeeres 


10,737 44 
1,441 89 





eeeeeesee 


2,860 87 


7,154 63 


eeeereeeeere 


Cover ecevece 


26,984 50 


leew cece cere 


834 06 


3,985 21 


sl eeee cece eens 


91 09 


seeee 


161 58 


eeeeee 


1,352 87 
hiciicacaech 


656 51 
384 93 


see ewe coeses 
seeeee 


706 82 


serene eceses 
seer eeceeces 


7,232 7 


eee 





580 96 


3,971 44 





sees cece reerlencces sane ces: 


eeeeerereces 
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Amount accounted for. 


! 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 











| 
| = | so ' 
| | Sy | oe f=} 
; #§ | = Ss 
| | = | S = 
Names. | Designation of the objects of disburse- | For what period. | = = ae 
| ments. | = " zz 
| 2 = 5 sees 
| H — | ae 2% 
| © = cs 
| | | & . :* 
| | 8 | g S 
| | | S o oS 
| } | < sel so 
M. Hubbard.............| Beacon-light at Ashtabula creek ......| 2d quarter 1837.. | SO BS jccccccccees bei wek'eees | seawe seeawes~ ssehwe wnaees 
| 3d quarter 1737,. | D121 | saacsavenseles Reeeew ons “UA: EC nl Pa een 
John Tull ......eeeee0++] Black river, OWiO ......eecceeeeeeeee | 4th quarter 1836. .| 3,442 32 | ...00 coccee| 00 coecvese 3, 442 32 | .ccccccscees 
Beacon-light at Black river .....ecseee| seeeeedO..... see 1,220 9D | ccccccccccs|scoesces eee. 15220 FO Joccscccsccee 
Thomas Forster. .....-.. } Dunkirk harbor ....-seeee ces eccevees) seesee UO. 006 oe ZyDID TB | «0.0900 wcicoin'| +000 ois 000s | ces sieess ones locesccsocees 
Ist quarter 1837,. DS O95 DA | ois cic sie o0rsines | ese o00oe's | oe einieie 6 oa 6:90.58] as seed essai 
2d quarter 1837 .. SS) de Peeper rie: rey rier ree rh pate ec cccccces w6ds0ssevece 
3d quarter 1837...) 10,902 81 | cece cccccelsove teeeeee 21,002 40 $1,867 15 


P.B. Porter ..eeesseeee+| Black Rock harbor. cee sees eres eeeee 4th quarter 1836. .| D415 94 | neces cvcces|cece cece cose 545 94 304 06 


W. McKnight..........-| Cumberland river below Nashville....!.......d0. .......| BAGS OS iakeves haben lsouddawsaenslsmkwacseuweuacieeacsoubeses 
Ist quarter 1837. .} “te @ Tee shGsGis DRA SSOR EEN LEE keEO laweoeete oe ene sbwisers 
2d quarter 1837...| 6,988 SB | .ccccececce gl seme wee cas leSapasereu wwaril sree occ cecese 


3d quarter 1837...| 8,125 39 j..... ea ee seesesacl DSBS Mec ccmsacccs 


| Cumberland river above Nashville ....)......0dO seeeess! 19,049 33 |.ccececccvccievcsces: sees! 19,049 38 1,950 62 


F. L. Dancy......20 «++| Repairs at Fort Marion, &c... .....-.! 4th quarter 1836. .| 6,901 05 | .ceceeccsccclsoce Sinus Lepmhwis mah eeu] eanwine ewes 
Ist quarter 1837. | EIS WS: isianae Saeed s] . a: Uebwensel| coe Nebeneneeniananss awaiie 
9d quarter 1837...| 13,981 31 |..... Saas Ieadawenecess| 4 Beemer Sea Seaeesewaieels 

Sd quarter 1697...{ 5538-33 | sever ssves.|-aeveeee esse 87.636 47 813 53 

James S. Johnson.......! Fortifications in Charleston harbor, &C. ...60+.dO..e08 oe] DAES Rl cdweasnecwes sassueeoenas 2,825 U2 1,994 98 

William Robinson .... .| Harbor of Baltimore .............+..., 4th quarter 1836. D2 Fe Ae crbiawdabNan |e eeubwee ss lewbe wes sa's aestokwe wwaeees 
Ist & 2d qrs. 1837..] B70 Ol cece meanbe towns bboaudiss leman amas aealiseeetts mere 


3d quarter 1837... | 65398 00 | ..000s0000es lovee 00s vee. 25, 138 12 144 88 


William Chandler......-, Harbor of SV AMID FDD vviss eee esccseee 4th quarter 1836 | Beto Ae Uicane: Whabe «duces beiwanet ligubas hone uwseneeuueeumeees 
Ist quarter 1837..| BUSTS 1 ciGusnmsuse-| sonpbeawkehe tesa anon eamesell aaaeeeoruani 
| 2d quarter 1837...| BRAD 78 1 ceavaswsenes |isune saemces Rulcayeeeawael Rev ensareses 


3d quarter 1837 ..! 3,558 28 | .ccoce cececs! seve cece vee. 15,981 3d 1,018 70 





Joshua Herrick.......+-| Piers at Kennebunk..... see cees oes ...| 4th quarter 1836.. 


| Ist quarter 1837.. 836 66 


SOOO e eee es SHH wee Oees sansa s esse eset! seeeessesese 


— 4 Y 


| 2d quarter 1837... 





Salaaner*Gsian|  "BMETON ase Kkceedl aco bess cies 3,023 90 4,474 42 
Jeremiah Sturges......++| Harbor of Southport TCT 4th quirter 1836.. siianow aewciens | obame sandal nehicenienhedliunireen sneets er ey it 
2d quarter 1837...| WOO GE S scaineasanncn i sien sere terad Sis ceadadeensiaoreue~ sete 
3d quarter 1837...| L1GOS0 | sceuieneeneselsaswncsaeeeel 2209604) | sscasoaecees 
Josiah Haskell.....eceee! Improvement at Sandy bay...........! 4th quarter 1836. .! 1,216 59 lcaabesmnnnws seietidishea i tncadcalauesatieinc Nisei Wildesins 
Ist quarter 1837..! 4,975 62 |..... + seies MMe ia eiellanienbaicsas Moana taser } 
a | ee eT TS Sane TER Leen wree 
Sd quarter 1837...|..0..seee0 00s beeen ere ssoveseseees| 18,772 26 | 7,677 69 
Freeman Bradford .....-| Breakwater at Stanford ledge, Portland | Ist quarter 1837..| 3,275 00 | cecccvcccesiooe cccesces|vccccccscceces| scccccccces 
harbor. | 2d quarter 1837... 5,609 6B | ...0.0 see . sine won bee sceetbaesresons | peweewies sis 
| 3d quarter 1837...| 15,022 87 |...eceseeees saavnenesons| 93,907 55} 11,092 45 
Marshall Parks ........ Improvement at the Dismal Swamp | Ist quarter 1837..| 2,425 15 | sees eeeees set eeee cease seeeeeeeee eee leeeeneeeeees 
) | 


i Q~ | « ~ 4 | 
canal. 2d quarter 1837...) 3B, 187 QS | cccc cocce cece rcccccerloesecccscccees|cccccccccccs 


| 
3d quarter 1837... 1,020 23 | .ccccccseccs cove vcvcces 6,682 63 1,167 37 


W. P. Eaton.........++.| Improvementin the river Thames, Conn.) 4th quarter 1836. | SMES AG | caesec sansa ledee wsesewa tune eontueivenslawewuneessee 
Ist quarter 1837.. 1,034 &7 | ccecscvceesceveccescocs|cccccccccccccsleccccscccece 





2d quarter 1837... ADNU A ccccctieces bweeinbucd pasa vuavap seal 

3d quarter 1837 ..! 11,217 37 | cece cccees|ise. cove cece! 20,815 11 | 698 91 

Ezra Coe. ...e.eeee0+++-, Harbor of Church’s cove..... saab ober] MEDMOMAMIMCK OIL Ic cies cooa seen causes mabonn ieee esa sbab boas eas. Wess selalmneeieneses 
| 


Pd Quarter 153s ..<1\,c66 600, 10ss:s lswe@sis Re wa ee 1800 vines twins lwicie ven sares sins laueweislewnes® 


3d quarter 1837... | 3,979 G2 | ceverceeee rece seee cess! 3,979 62 2,532 38 





1. G. Sampson .....664.| Improvement near Duxbury harbor....| 4th quarter 1836. .| LAGOB WO lis. doc x vuwns (eee enew eer] iiauids ode heel seeeneeeesas 
Ist quarter 1837,.| BSS fs eens eceees badlainitetdin Macc al att ie pata tat 
24 quarter 1837.,.| BEF ES cicasccnscipnsn edieatanan tebe rpknenteidl anaconda 
3d quarter 1837... | DBAIBA ose scckeeeariestonsesenes|  Ond7ae | 2,449 72 


Pee meee ee eet les eeeeee vase 


D. K. Akin ..... eeeeees) Improvement at Bass river .....-- eee: 2d quarter 1837... ROReG O01 cakenedsees | scpaeeas wens 


f 
, 
Ny 
1 
i 
iS 
e 
8 
: 
? 
- 
i 
5 3 
£) 





3d quarter 1837... ES een Sone en if | 

Phas DAURED - 5000001000: ] FO VWATTEN sni00sseses\s0se secsiecnes . 4th quarter 1836, . | 32,579 SL | cece. cocccsieces coccvecs ra sien iso ae eens 

Ist quarter 1837, .! Y,003 18 | cccccccccc.| sovcccccee:|cccvecccveccsslececcccccces 

Rilaaiernesiin| CASSSSONGS I Aomaccunnwasl isecmosrienee euenbvenwenees leseeceusanne 

| Sdiquarter WG687;.,| [6995555 | .sscwavsewslcecseseeseas| 9545318988 8,765 69 

Repairs at Fort Independence. ... «s+ 4th quarter 1836..| 4,714 42 | peers ceccerlen evccnscerceccccccesstet|evescce: sees 

| Ist quarter 1837, .| Dred Ol cannaanenaui esses secse liu esmsecsamees! canpcianes eee 

| 2d quarter 1837... ae gt RO NEES, CONROE NDT, SO Ie Sn cieolll enc casei 

| Bu quarter 1837.,.| 36,460 58 |...sesssseee leer sseseoee| 68,833 45 | 23,934 32 

Preservation of Deer island. .... ..00.-| 4th quarter 1836. .| DIG D2 ossosasaeee| oaws es eweees| oes earesweseelnosseeeseser 

Ce et ie ner: Hoe eee: Sete ener, seer 

TT A viiiienavessiasspcsssansuivesfeabennensins 976 32 153 68 

| Incidental expenses attending repairs | 4th quarter 1836... 125 80 sessee saeess[eorooes wee Perervreieres Centre 
| 





of fortifications, &c. | Qd quarter OR Fiscicitciwttiions 00060 0600s lentbiocse sees 125 80 |. .ce.se cece 
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No, 2—Statement showing the amount of funds to be accounted for, &c.—Continued. 





Names. 


John T. Gibbs... 


John J. Wendell. 


John B. Wilbor.. 


Conrad Reid..... 


James C. Loomis 


Robert Harper... 
Isaac S. Smith... 


Samuel Simons.. 


Thomas Bartram 


D. Lane .. 


Alexander Parris. 


JORWPCE .6.cc0< 





Inelts. 


Designation of the objects of disburse- 


| 





| For what period. 





| 


{ 
| 


eeecees! 


eee -ceel 


eer eres 
eoevese 
eee eeee 
eo eeeees 


eer eee 





Placing buoys in the 


checo branch of. 


Beacon. light at Huron river, ... 
Black river ..... 


OUIGr POI. ccccesvesns 


Canningham creeks cccecicveccscieosces 


ton harbor, 


see cere seses 


Piscataqua river, deepening the Co- 


La Plaisance bay road... 0. « scce cece 


PEVIEOIUERUCH vio:c.ccc:aslee ccualvsiey ciea'c 


Beacon-light at Black river. ....seeees 
FRAFUOFOL VVEStPOlt ccc. cescce cece ss 


RFALDON Ol UNG 005i catinceecsesess! 


Harbor of Bridgeport <<s.006s:00%0 vaca. 


monument on Steele’s ledge. 
Preservation of Rainsford island, Bos- 


Removing wreck in the harbor of New 
Bedford. 


ee er 





FOirWeORtHEr ISIANGs iscivis cccscecsence 


4th quarter 1836.. 
2d quarter 1837... 
3d quarter 1837... 
4th quarter 1836 

2d quarter 1837... 
3d quarter 1837... 
4th quarter 1836.. 
Ist quarter 1837. 
2d quarter 1837... 
3d quarter 1837... 
2d quarter 1837... 
3d quarter 1837... 


cevces sUOccese oe 


Ist quarter 1837, .} 





2d quarter 1837...) 


3d quarter 1837... 
ante Ae ceercwe es 
2d quarter 1837... 
3d quarter 1837... 
4th quarter 1836.. 
3d quarter 1837... 
2d quarter 1837... 
3d quarter 1837... 
Ist quarter 1837.. 
2d quarter 1837... 


| 3d quarter 1837... 


vicinity of the | 


2d quarter 1837... 


4th quarter 1836.. 


2d quarter 1837...).. 


3d quarter 1837... 
2d quarter 1337... 


j 
lo 


| <s 





| 
| 
' 


Amount accounted for, 


i 
} 
| 





4 


é t* $ = 5 
e Heed Me = g 
ped So 2 Ss 9 
=. | £8 | Se : fF 
35 a 39 3 3% 
» S 2 $ = 8 o oc 
S | €& ¢ i § EI 
Si -= | ee 2 
pat: | eee ecw es 
SBCA) cece ere re sSacic Canea cae | comaaeaetaes 
SNL CE | occowc cases. dees $4,346 34) $1,034 42 
656 00 |..... weedées sasoesuacpacee Scneeuslededsedasade 
GON Veive cadences tasacceecaite Stdave.weccincne| ceseconnaeda 
868 76 |...... : : UGS) AS eacenswecs 
Pi OGWASH csc cadiccciwe : cele bdo amaaeel mone meade 
ee Core cece! cecces ces cece) cece eens cece 
2,913 40 |..... ecedate ons dee dese: sl Sctewl “vevlawcc| eacmmansaene 
2,433 68 Wels waele CA Oe ice cucacwses 
DOTA abe Poca ene D0 20 ccecisewaens 
3,914 59 |. i dude ccsieene msde hecaoeeentsloneal cue ecseneds 
VeAGSETE |S ccuctcewsl ceed’ veatees 5,378 33 549 77 
PAAIOSE races iectcte tesaereceieae TEM 0S oceans 
TASHIS: bs cciccs ascii edlan sete eses ened vansoweacal scan aoaauens 
NOM 25t |e cccwccesncl cece: wesi Gna| Hadaceressnacieel seapaenceuds 
SHON 22s | wn ech oeans | amacseee ace 2.591 62 1,408 28 
400 00 | Ty ses 400 00 100 00 
2,999 06 |..... rere PERCE ES POC RET EE ree ee rans 
4541558 |. cas oases 4. FIG SOs sewn sans 
Pa 7, sd (aE A 10;882 G0) ) ccceceusess 
OIE inic cpassl ones si 8,858 00 1,142 00 
ER CTT Fee ssiabdeeb caleapated 
|S Se ree indicia Mesneiaen 
GyS601 200 be eee sccl vadaeees 9,674 48 325 52 
OOOO 5s. wae Sectewnehtascnes eaceenes duvactwocioseaaeeet 
aca eal nasor alec adeaNecunsaswae aes 6,001 60 8,998 40 


! 
H 


QVADT TE ocap sees cacel'acee's 


926, 


739 48 


939 84 


$7, 


$94,216 84 


3,028, 896 16 | 


191 37 


2,453 32 


599, 303 71 





No. 38. 


Statement exhibiting the works projected by the board of engineers which have not been commenced, and the 
estimate of their cost. 








Designation of the works. 





Fort St. Philip, Louisiana 


First class—to be commenced as 


soon a 


eoeer een eee ere eeee 


Fort at Sollers’s Point flats, Patapsco river ............. 
Fort Tompkins, New York ............ 
Redoubt in advance of Fort Tompkins, New York....... 


Fort 
Fort 


Dike 
Fort 


oe eee 


Lunette in advance of Nantasket Head...... 
Redoubt No. 2, in advance of Nantasket Head................000. 
Redoubt No. 1, (on Hog island,) in advance of Nantasket Head..... 
Pe BETO THOME BOUN PANO 6 ono csc ccs scccaas tees sencess 


Cutting off the summit of Gallop island 
Narraganset bay, Rhode Island, (works for the defence of Conanicut island) 


VOL. VII- 





S8eC 


a Ca 
at Dumpling’s Point, Rhode Island................ 
Fort at Rose island, Rhode Island...............¢6. 
across the west passage Narraganset Roads, for 
on Nantasket Head........... 


eee eee ere sree e reese 


vA) 


eeeeereereene 


possible, 


co .6 8 @ OO ¢ 6 @ 


the defence of 


eee we ee eee 


eoeee 


ott @€ 0 66 6 





noe ee 6 6 
ee ee ee! 
eee eves 
ee eeee 
see eee 
eocececcee!} 


eeeeereereeeeves 


harbor...| 


eer eee eeese 


Estimate. 


$T7, 810 


675, 205 44 
420,826 14 
65, 162 44 


456, 845 
759, 946 5 
82,411 7 
205, 000 
539, 000 
79, 000 
32, 000 
29, 000 
140, 000 





wick geactnen 2,429 00 
ee Cage 220, 053 43 
3, 782, 691 06 
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Statement exhibiting the works projected by the board of engineers, &e.—Conutinued. 

















Designation of the works Estimate. 
Second class—to be commenced at a later period. 

Tower at Pass au Heron, Mobile bay........ pap nowes ea ce erkeweenees vekeas $16, 677 41 
Fort at Hawkins’s Point, Patapsco river ......... Awe ehs He 6d eo CRE ,owawene awk | 244,337 14 
Peete Ck, DONE OW OUONIRE HIVOE 5 wns ois bias sain ngs ae wee cs cs [Peroketaaneyewwes 205, 602 33 
Fort opposite the Pea Patch, Delaware river.......... (Abe teseee eee beekcnned Kee aRS | 347, 257 71 
Fort at the Middle Ground, outer harbor of New York ................... ee ee ere | 1, 681, 411 66 
Fort at the East Bank, outer harbor of New York 2... .c.ccccccsccsecsscssvees caine | 1, 681, 411 66 
eG See CMOCHIOUS gn occas caw ecsae ita tdeiis awakes ee ee ee er 31,815 83 
Fort Wooster, Connecticut ..................06. bic: Raheem deraas-ic nite gchlbsas a 6a. 0-0, BIT 27, 793 3 

es EL SC uae te eN ERED o RE ROH RRMA REESE | 77,445 21 
Fort Griswold, Connecticut............2.0e00: NET ene veceee] 182, 230 41 
Fort on Fort Preble Point, Portland harbor, Maine. Se ve re ere (ee Renae ee sei J 103, 000 00 
Fort on House island, Portland harbor, Maine....... PE Te iieewaee tees Koawnel 32,000 00 
Fort Pickering, Salem ......... PEGE ct gs bees et hese re eRe PER EERE KE MeweS ence 116, 000 00 
FRIES ee OEE OE Te, COPE Ee eee eer re | 35, 000 00 
Fort Seawell, Marblehead .............000 ee Rds WA chasse son were 116, 000 00 
ee abe Ca Ka widen Kee REN e ws Bie wevele) eel Soe Jo : 96, 000 00 
Port on Bald Head, North Carolina... .....0 .....cecesss5 err eee (ik Rokenee wk re 120, 000 00 
Fort on Federal Point, North Carolina ......... PRK : Ma ae AR iWeRe Raw ee elem 12,000 00 





5, 075, 982 70 








Third class—to be commenced at a remoter period. 





The rafts to obstruct the channel between Forts Monroe and Calhoun..... eer ee ee 240,568 00 
Pere ee eS SRG FIG, 6s kwhe eens deed cncedesans Vee awwesuk Eee eres rer 258,465 14 
Pee Oe Or, OWS ork seek si debusecarsceans cE aoe ask a eee abet Es endl 244,337 44 
Fort at Naseway shoal, for the defence of Patuxent river............ 0c. cece eee cee — 673, 205 00 
ind ot Milas PObIE 6 co oo bss bo cc ons sessca suseae ene saes tiivedienireeeelt tara 
ee Be gs arr ee ee ee eT re ee ane 164, 000 00 
Fort on the Narrows of Penobscot, Maine ............. Serer eer ee Ree er Te TT a 101, 000 00 
| 1,854,575 58 
RECAPITULATION, aes : 

| 

| 
SE SD ee ee Bure Ooo ee ea nen ae eae biopic nace ey Tae | 3, 782,691 06 
Second class (18)....... SSS ad SCCM OM 056: ARR EET CRRARE RARER SORE ssesosl BOTS, 982 1 
ee eee ee ee ee er er ey rr oe ne ee (eeueeursae ,evaes| 2,854,575 58 


| seagate 
| 10, 718, 249 34 


? 











Remark.—The classification in this table, distinguishing three periods, exhibits the works enumerated 
in the order of their efficiency to meet the earliest possible emergency. 





REPORTS OF OPERATIONS BY THE ENGINEER CORPS. 
A. 
Annual report, 1837.—Harbors on Lake Erie. 


OFFICE OF SUPERINTENDENT OF Pupiic Works, Lake Erte, 
Monroe, Michigan, September 30, 183 


Sir: The general supervision of the works at Black Rock, Buffalo, and Dunkirk, New York, and Erie 
Pennsylvania, was, in series: ance of the arrangement of the Engineer department, surrendered to Thompson 
S. Brown, esq., on the Ist of May last. 1 shall therefore confine this report to the subject of the works on 
the western portion of Lake Erie, to wit: at the mouth of the river Raisin, Michigan, and Huron, Black 
river, Cleveland, Grand river, Cunningham creek, Ashtabula, and Conneaut, Ohio. 

Until the commencement of the system of improvement of the lake harbors by the government of the 
United States, the immense extent of country occupying the south shore of Lake Erie, or dependent on it 
for commercial facilities, was a wilderness. The navigation of the lake was attended with the utmost 
delay, difficulty, and danger. The mouths of the several streams emptying themselves into the lake were 
uniformly obstructed by sand and vegetable matter, creating stagnant bodies of water which overflowed 
the lowlands for miles, generating an atmosphere which re indered the country nearly uninhabitable from 
disease; at the same time that the streams themselves were entirely inaccessible as a refuge for vessels, 
and in all respects an evil rather than a benefit to the surrounding country. It is almost unnecessary to 
say that the judicious improvements made under the acts of Congress have entire ly chi inged all this; and 
many millious of acres of land of the most fertile description, e smbrac ing the western portion of the St: ite 
of New York, the northern part of Pennsylvania, Ohio, Indiana, and Illinois, and the whole of Michigan, 
ewe their present settlement and improvement, in a very great degree, to this cause. These improvements 
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have also been the direct cause of the unexampled sales of the public lands in the northwestern States 
and Territories, lying along or dependent on the great lakes for their principal means of access and com- 
merce. The mouths of the Huron, Black river, Cuyahoga, Grand river, Ashtabula, and Conneaut (across 
each of which the beach of the lake was continuous, and the only drain for which was by filtration through 
the sand) were opened, and kept open by piers and other improvements; beacon light-houses have been 
erected, and these streams, as well as other works at the east end of the lake, now afford secure harbors, 
accessible at all times to vessels navigating the lake. The improvement at the mouth of the Raisin, the 
only one on Lake Erie within the State of Michigan, is of similar character, though from its greater diffi- 
culties it has been rather more expensive. 

These works, originally but experiments, though now found so admirably to answer the purpose for 
which they were designed, were built of perishable materials; it is generally to render them permanent 
that the appropriations are recommended on the estimates for the coming year. The nature of the perma- 
nent improvement is to remove the wood-work of the piers, already much decayed, to the depth of two 
feet below low-water mark, and erect on the old foundation a superstructure of stone. Unless this course 
is adopted withont delay, the action of time and the elements will speedily render useless all that has been 
found of such vast benefit to the commerce of the west. This has been done at Buffalo heretofore, and 
has, since my last report, been, under the appropriation of last year, fairly commenced at Cleveland. By 
using the old work as a foundation, permanent works may be erected, at comparatively small cost, suffi- 
cient to defy the action of the clements for ages; but I beg leave to urge again that the commencement 
should not be delayed for a moment. 

Although the water of the lake continues at its unusually high stage, yet, in consequence of having 
received the appropriations for the works early in the season, it has been found practicable to expend the 
several sums with very great advantage and economy. About one-third more work has been done for the 
same amount of cost this year than was done during the last year at every work on the lake. The months 
of June and July, and perhaps August, is the season of the most calm weather on the lake, and work can 
be prosecuted with greater regard to economy, as well as despatch, in those months than at any other 
season. With this view early appropriations are respectfully and earnestly recommended. 

With the foregoing general remarks, I beg leave to offer the report of the condition and progress of 
‘ach work. 

1. Liver Raisin harbor, Michigan.—This work has been diligently prosecuted on the original plan here- 
tofore submitted to the department. The piling along the sides of the canal is complete in its whole 
length, and the caps framed and placed thereon. The sheet-piling is also entirely complete, except in the 
distance of 198 feet, which space will also be finished within this month. About 25,000 yards of earth in 
the canal have been excavated and removed; a portion of this it was found advantageous to blast in the 
solid and indurated clay. The canal will be completed this season, except about 800 feet ofitslength, making 
complete this season 3,387 feet. To effect this, the steam dredging machine is relied on to remove the 
earth remaining in the portion of the work inundated in 1836—about 16,000 cubic yards. The piers have 
been carried out to the depth of ten feet of water in the lake. The pier on the south side of the entrance is 597 
feet in length, and that on the north is 515 feet long. They are decidedly the best constructed piers which I 
have seen on Lake Erie, made agreeably to the plan submitted by me heretofore to the department. The 
stone has been principally quarried and transported to the work by the laborers. It is deemed necessary to 
construct 200 feet of additional pier-work on each side, which will attain a depth of 12 feet of water. An 
estimate for a beacon light-house, to be placed on the south pier-head, is submitted herewith. The 
machinery for this work, which has (much of it) been completed since my last report, is excellent. 

Estimating the condition in which the expenditure of the entire appropriation for the present year 
will leave the work, I submit herewith an estimate for its completion, marked A No. 1; also estimate for 
a beacon, A drawing of the work, exhibiting its present condition, is also submitted herewith.* 

In anticipation of the immediate completion of this harbor, the State of Michigan has passed a law for 
the construction (by the State) of a railroad from this harbor to New Buffalo, on Lake Michigan, and the 
road is already commenced. In addition to this, this point appears to be the centre of the commerce of an 
extended and densely populated country. Railroads are about to be constructed, under charters already 
granted by this State—one from this place to the navigable waters of the Grand river, a second from this 
to Ypsilanti, a third to Ann Arbor, a fourth to Detroit, a fifth to the Ohio line, and asixth to La Plaisance 
bay. This is furthermore the radiating point for no less than eight ordinary roads, penetrating a country 
perhaps not excelled in the world for fertility and excellence of soil. The rapidly increasing population is 
the strongest proof of this. Monroe city has trebled its population within three years; it contains now 
upwards of three thousand inhabitants. 

2. Huron harbor, Ohio —Operations were commenced this season in the month of May, and continued 
during that month, June, and July, with vigor. Two hundred and ninety feet of the pier-work, which was 
greatly decayed, (200 on the west and 90 feet on the east pier,) have been taken up to below the 
surface of the water and rebuilt entirely with new timber, filled anew with stone, and principally 
planked over; the residue will be planked this season. Sixty feet more of the cast pier is also taken up, 
being entirely decayed, and is in process of repair. It is believed that it will be completed this month, as 
stone and timber sufficient are on hand. In addition to these labors, stone in large quantities has been 
purchased and placed on the outside of the west pier, as the commencement of the construction of a perma- 
nent work; and to a continuation of this the coming year, after driving a row of contiguous piles at twenty 
feet outside of the work, to rendef the inclined plane firm and immovable, the attention of the department, 
it is respectfully recommended, should be directed; and for this purpose, as well as for the removal of a 
small bar, I respectfully submit the estimate marked A No. 2. 

Accompanying is a drawing exhibiting the present condition of the work.* - ; ; 

3. Black River harbor, Ohio.—The sum appropriated at the last session of Congress ($6,410) for this 
work has nearly been expended on the objects of the estimate for 1837, and will probably all be expended 
before the close of the season. The requisite repairs have been made in both the piers, and the portions 
of the work filled where the stone had been carried away by the storms of the last year, particulerly in the 
eastern pier. About 306 cords of stone have been purchased and deposited along the outside of the piers, 
principally at the points indicated in the drawing. The object of this is twofold: to protect the present 
work from the violence of the northeast storms, which have heretofore injured it; and, secondly, laying the 


*The drawings and maps referred to in this document are omitted to be printed, under the order of the House of Repre- 
sentatives of September 11, 1837. 
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foundation of additional width for the permanent work. Both these objects are attained. The dredging 
has been carried on to as great an extent as the high waters of the lake will ailow; though the same 
cause which prevents dredging, (to wit, the very high water,) also renders it at present nearly 
unnecessary. 

To continue the erection of a permanent harbor, by widening the foundation of the old work, and 
depositing stone betwixt the piers and a row of contiguous piles to be driven, estimate A No, 3 is here- 
with submitted. An item is also inserted for the removal of the remains of the gravel-bar, by means of 
the newly-constructed steam dredging machine, a very necessary improvement. | also forward a drawing 
by the local agent, designed to exhibit the present condition of the work. 

4. Beacon light-house, Black river—This work was not finished during the fall of 1836, as was confi- 
dently anticipated; but, as the department has been already advised, no censure should fall on any person 
for the delay. The season was unusually stormy in the months of October and November, After the 
work was entirely framed, a constant watch was kept for such weather as would permit the sinking of the 
foundation; and the first favorable moment was seized, and as many hands employed in sinking as could 
work to advantage. The labor was continued until midnight, when a storm arose, which scattered our 
materials in all directions, and completely destroyed the result of our labors. The materials were again 
collected, and anew attempt made, with better suecess, so that our foundation was sunk without further 
accident. The light-house was finished early in this season, and is one of the best structures of the kind 
on the lake. It is placed on the west pier-head, framed and sunk expressly for the purpose, and secured 
very strongly by stone and piles; to the latter of which the timbers of the light-house are thoroughly 
bolted and secured. The cost, after placing to the account of the pier what might very properly be 
charged to it, has not exceeded the appropriation, 

5. Cleveland harbor, Ohio —The labors on this work have been directed to the purpose for which the 
apprepriation on the estimate for L857 was made, to wit: constructing a permanent stone work on the 
foundation of the wooden piers forming the mouth of this harbor. The materials procured and on hand 
Jast fall have been used, as well as a large amount purchased this season. From the head of the eastern 
pier entirely to the shore stone has been deposited on the outside; the base equalling twice the altitude; 
and thus, the surface forming an inclined plane, extending from the bottom to above the surface of the 
water. The wooden superstructure commencing at the inner end of this pier has been removed to the 
depth of two feet below the surface of the water, and replaced by the permanent work; large rectangular 
blocks of stone, the faces of which are of uniform thickness in each course, strongly dowelled together, 
cramped where it is necessary, and the whole laid in hydraulic cement. The work is thoroughly grouted, 
and a very excellent coping surmounts the whole. This is nearly finished 180 feet in length, and that 
distance will be entirely finished this fall. On the western side a row of contiguous piles has been 
driven, at the distance of 30 feet from the outside of the pier, commencing at the pier-head and extending 
towards the shore 350 feet. In prosecuting this work it has been necessary to avail ourselves of the 
favorable weather, as it is impossible to make use of the pile machine in bad weather, The space between 
this row of piles and the pier is also entirely filled with stone, the surface of which forms an inclination, 
from two feet below the surface of the water, at the piles, to the surface of the pier. This, with some 
repairs of the decayed wood-work of the old piers, so as to render them serviceable until they can be 
permanently rebuilt, enumerates the labor on this work during the season, The finished portion is well, 
serviceably, and durably done, and not a doubt exists that it will answer the purpose fer ages without 
material repair or other expense. 

Cleveland is a point of great importance, not only to the State of Ohio, but in the commerce of the 
whole west and northwest. Its position, as well as the improvements of the State of Ohio, and of private 
companies, all tending to this point, render it the thoroughfare for an immense amount of commerce, as 
well as the depot for very large quantities of produce destined for eastern markets, and of merchandise 
to supply the western States. The great canal through the State of Ohio, from the Ohio river, enters 
Lake Erie at this place; another canal is nearly completed by the States of Pennsylvania and Ohio, con- 
necting Cleveland directly with Philadelphia; railroads, also in progress, will speedily connect Cleveland 
with Baltimore, with Pittsburg, with Buffalo, and Detroit. Another railroad, from Cleveland to Euclid, 
Ohio, is now being constructed. This last work, it is believed, will materially aid the work at Cleveland 
harbor, by furnishing excellent stene at reduced prices. Turnpike roads along the lake, and others 
extending interior in every direction, centre here. 

Estimate marked A. No, 4 is submitted herewith, and an appropriation of the whole amount respect- 
fully recommended. 

6. Grand River harbor, Ohio.—The operations on this work have been directed to the following objects: 
Ist, rebuilding and repairing the damages sustained in the storms of previous years; 2d, securing, so far 
as possible, the work against similar injuries from the same cause; and 3d, commencing preparations for 
the permanent work on the foundation of the present. It was found necessary to remove the damaged 
and useless cribs on the end of the west pier, to the depth of from six to nine feet under the water, they 
being broomed or torn to pieces to that depth, (five in number,) in a distance of 150 feet, and so shat- 
tered that no good foundation could be found on which to rest the new work. The stone had (as has 
been heretofore reported) been thrown by the action of the lake out of the work and over the pier, to the 
outside, where (it being useful at present, as well as precisely in position for the permanent work) it now 
remains. The timber was removed until a fair surface was found, the cribs framed and sunk thereon, and 
firmly secured to the old work by strong iron bolts, passing through eath timber of the new and three or 
four feet into the old work. These cribs were then loaded with stone, and thoroughly secured with piles, 
caps, and planks. ‘The storms this fall have been violent, but the work remains uninjured. In several 
portions (as marked on the sketch herewith) of the old work, repairs had become imperiously necessary ; 
at one point, on the east pier, marked on the sketch cd, one hundred and twenty feet of decayed and 
shattered wood-work was removed to below the surface of the water, and rebuilt with new materials, and 
again filled with stone and secured; at another point on the west pier the old work has been removed in 
the whole distance of 300 feet, of the upper course of timber, ties, sleepers, and plank, and replaced by 
new work, well placed and secured. At several other points the necessary repairs have been made. Some 
very serviceable machinery has been constructed during the season, amongst which is an excellent crane- 
scOW. 
It is found, on examination this season, that portions of the piers (also indicated on. the sketch) nave 
been undermined on the inner (or river) side and assumed an inclination inwards, displacing the piles, 
&c.; stone has been thrown on brush placed at these points, and is found, in a great degree, to arrest the 
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progress of this injury. A further deposit of stone and brush is absolutely necessary the coming season; 
this, while securing the present work, is a necessary step in prosecuting the permanent work. For com- 
pleting these repairs, now absolutely necessary, and for continuing the permanent work, I have the honor 
herewith to submit estimate A No. 5, and to recommend the appropriation thereon. A drawing is also 
enclosed by the local superintendent of this work. 

Grand river, as a place of refuge for vessels on Lake Erie, appears to mect the preference of the 
navigators of the lake. Its central situation, great width of entrance, and its depth, all tend to render it 
a very desirable harbor. It is the natural port to which the commerce of a very fine district of country 
irresistibly tends. Being the point on Lake Erie as near the Ohio river as any other, with the advantages 
above mentioned, as might be anticipated, its commerce and its importance rapidly increase. A railroad 
from the Ohio river (the Fairport and Wellsville) terminates at this point; it is in process of construction, 
and three miles nearest this harbor completed. 

T. Harbor at Cunningham creek, Chio—This work differs materially from all the foregoing in its 
character. Although being formed at the mouth of a stream, yet that stream is so inconsiderable that 
not the slightest benefit is derived from its action in forming or continuing a harbor. The shore of the 
lake, however, is more declivitous at this point than at any other within my knowledge. The water, as 
is shown by the accompanying map of a survey, attains depth sufficient for any vessel on the lake at 
about 150 feet from the shore. In forming this harbor, after creating a shelter for vessels, the object has 
been not, as in other works, to interrupt the currents of the lake and arrest the sand suspended therein, 
but to erect a structure which should be a protection against the winds, and at the same time allow the 
currents of the lake produced by those winds to pass uninterruptedly, and thus maintain the original 
depth of water without depositing the sand against the piers. Two piers running into the lake, the outer 
ends approaching each other, with a breakwater (solid) protecting their front, and running nearly parallel 
with the shore, were designed; the piers running from the shore, composed of separate cribs or blocks of 
timber loaded with stone, aud secured at distances from cach other about equalling their length, and con- 
nected with each other by bridges, thus allowing, as before stated, the water to flow uninterruptedly 
betwixt these blocks or piers. 

This season the eastern pier has been commenced at the shore, and at a distance from the western 
pier of 608 feet, and has been carried out (so far as to sink and secure the separate blocks or piers) to 
the length of 590 feet, leaving a vacancy necessary to be filled by one more crib. Each block or crib 
is 32 feet in length, built of strong timbers, and secured by posts, iron bolts, and three-inch tree-nails, and 
loaded with stone, The bottom being rock, and, of course, it being impossible to secure by piles, sills of 
timber 18 inches square and 40 feet long are sunk under the piers, with posts on the outside of the cribs 
strongly braced to the sills and connected over the cribs by caps. The appropriation of last Congress 
was not sufficient to allow of the completion of this portion of the work, or of the commencement of the 
breakwater. The connecting bridge work remains to be constructed the coming year. Some repairs 
have been found necessary on the western pier, and made accordingly; these consist in replacing decayed 
planking and some slight replacing of the timber-work. 

To finish the east pier and construct the breakwater, without which the work already done is nearly 
uscless, | submit estimate marked A No. 6. A sketch exhibiting the present condition of the work is also 
herewith forwarded by the local agent, Colonel R. Harper. The appropriation, if made, should be made 
without delay, and it is believed the work may be completed the coming season. Of the original necessity 
for this work I was not the judge, but, as the department is aware, found it commenced already when I 
assumed my present duties. Being fairly begun, I respectfully recommend its speedy completion. Some 
important iron-works are situated in the neighborhood of this harbor, which is the point of embarkation 
and shipment of persons and manufactures connected with those works. The region abounds with iron- 
ore of an excellent quality, and the district is a highly cultivated agricultural one. The great Ohio 
railroad (along the whole border of Lake Erie) passes within a few yards of this harbor. 

8. Beacon-light at Cunningham creck—Some repairs have been made on the light-house from the 
balance of the appropriation for that work remaining unexpended. These consist principally in strength- 
ening the foundation of the work, in painting the building, &c., and in repairing the roof and sides, so as 
to render them impervious to the water. 

9. Ashiabula harbor, Ohio—The operations on this work have been carried on very satisfactorily during 
this season. The addition to the west pier, commenced last fall, has been completed this season in the 
best possible manner for a wooden structure of the kind. The old wood-work of both piers has been 
carefully repaired at several points and filled anew. Heretofore much injury has been done to this harbor 
by immense quantities of sand, which, driving along the coast from the west until arrested by the pier- 
work, was then thrown up by the action of the waves, became dry, and was then borne by the winds over 
into the channel. This has been effectually arrested by ranges of brush placed like abaitis at from 200 to 
500 yards to the west of the work. But the principal and most important labor has been the continuation 
of the excavation into the rock bottom of this harbor. In place of the comparatively slow and inefficient 
process of chiselling the rock, blasting has been resorted to with the happiest results. Frequently at a 
single blast as much of the rock has been torn up and broken to pieces, so as to be removed by the dredge, 
as was loosened by the chisel in several days. The drawing herewith shows the depth of the channel and 
the amount excavated this season. To complete the excavation, (rock,) which will be easily done the 
coming year, as well as to commence the erection of the permanent piers, estimate marked A No, 7 is 
submitted herewith. 

Ashtabula is a harbor of considerable consequence, and the port of a populous and important district 
of Ohio. The great Ohio railroad passes through the village of Ashtabula on its route from the Pennsyl- 
vania to the Michigan line. 

A railroad from the interior also terminates at this point, about three miles of which is in good 
progress; and it is the converging point of a number of turnpike roads. 

10, Ashtabula beacon.—This edifice has been entirely and well completed since my last report, of 
1836. It is furnished with colored lights, (red,) and is inferior to no other on the lake. 

11. Conneaut harbor, Ohio—The excavation of a basin by widening Conneaut creek sufliciently to 
allow vessels to tain or wind has been carried on through the season; at first by dry excavation, by 
means of coffer-dams, and subsequently by dredging. About 15,000 cubic yards have been removed, and 
about 2,000 more will be removed during the 4th quarter of this year. This will be sufficient to enable 
vessels to wind, the original object of this excavation. But it would seem to be desirable that more room 
should be made to accommodate the number of vessels at times seeking this harbor, and I aceordingly offer 
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the estimate of the superintendent, Judge Dart, which I have carefully examined and compared with the 
prices of labor and materials at that period; but of the necessity of continuing this excavation I respect- 
fully beg the department to be the judge. That portion of the estimate for repairs I deem very important, 
and beg leave to recommend an appropriation accordingly. The outer crib on the western pier is under- 
mined, the sand washed away, and the crib itself has slid or settled so as to leave a space of ten feet 
between it and the remainder of the pier. This will be entirely destroyed, and another and a larger pier- 
head is absolutely necessary. For this, the item for repairs is included in estimate A No, 8, herewith 
submitted. 

The great Ohio railroad along the south coast of Lake Erie commences in the neighborhood of 
Conneaut. This road I have elsewhere alluded to. It connects Pennsylvania and Michigan, and must be, 
during the winter season, almost the only channel of communication through this district of country 
from east to west. It is already located, and every prospect exists that it will be rapidly carried forward 
to completion. A survey and location of a railroad from Conneaut to Beaver, Penn., on the Ohio river, 
has been made. In the rear of this harbor, and directly on the line of the Beaver and Conneaut railroad, 
are situated some very valuable and extensive coal beds now wrought, and rapidly coming into general 
notice. The coal is very abundant, of the best quality, and highly esteemed. Several of the finest boats 
on Lake Erie have been built at Conneaut, where the advantages for building are great. The statistical 
table herewith submitted explains more fully the commercial, agricultural, and manufacturing advantages 
of the district dependent on this harbor. 

12. Beacon-light at Grand river.—A very thorough repair of this edifice has been made, as well as of 
its foundation, which has been secured anew. The planking has been laid anew so far as was necessary, 
and the light-house itself has been painted and sanded. 

Steam dredging machine for Lake Erie—The contract for this machine was forwarded to the depart- 
ment last fall. Models and specifications had been previously prepared. During the winter the building 
was commenced by the contractors, Messrs. Lyon & Howard, of New York, and it has been carried on 
under my own inspection. It should lave been completed the Ist of July, but a succession of disap- 
pointments and delays, many of them beyond the control of the contractors, has procrastinated the 
completion of the work. It will be done within the present month if no new disappointment occurs, 
The delays alluded to arose from difficulty of exchanges, from delays in obtaining the machinery from 
New York, from disappointment from the maker of the steam-engine in Detroit, and the same cause in 
relation to the boilers. Lastly, a general prostration of their mechanics and laborers has crippled the 
contractors, and they are thrown on the forbearance of the government. I owe it to them to say that 
the hull of the boat and of the dredging lighters, the different and complicated machinery of wood and 
iron, the engine and boilers, are all constructed in the best and most serviceable and durable manner. 
The contractors have, of their own accord, in several instances exceeded, in the quality of their work and 
the amount of labor applied on the machine, that contemplated by the contract. 

Though undoubtedly the government has sustained damage by their delay, yet the superior perform- 
ance of the work may fairly be deemed an offset. A drawing of the work, witha report of its performance, 
will be forwarded so soon as its capacities are fairly put to the test. The entire cost of the machine 
complete will be $15,500, and of the lighter scows $6,600. The machine has locomotive power suflicient, 
it is believed, to move with its train of scows from any harbor on the lake to any other, in good weather. 

I enclose a report from the contractors, 

13. La Plaisance road, Michigan.—On this work the entire amount heretofore appropriated has been 
expended, and the contracts all fulfilled thereon. The labor contracted to be executed on the following 
portions has been done, viz: oth, 6th, Tth, 8th, LOth, 11th, 12th, 13th, 14th, 15th, 16th, 29th, 41st, and 42d 
miles. But the department has already been made aware that the sums appropriated have been entirely 
insufficient to complete this road on the plan originally designed by the Engineer department. Such 
parts of the work as lave been executed agreeably to that plan offer now a fine and useful causeway ; 
but the other parts of the road having had but little labor applied on them, were never serviceable, and 
now have become almost impassable in places. The estimate marked A No. 91s submitted; the first 
class of items in which is for the amount required to complete this very important road as originally 
designed and as commenced; the second class of items is for the payment of the liabilities of the 
government absolutely now due, under the decision of the Secretary of War, to refund to contractors 
the forfeited amounts of 5 per centum per month, respectively, for delays beyond the time specified for 
the completion of their contracts. The appropriations on this estimate are respectfully recommended, 

Accompanying this report are enclosed, besides the estimates and drawings already mentioned, the 
tabular statements (of the local agents respectively) of appropriations, expenditures, &c., up to the 30th 
of September, 1837, as well as certain other tables by them forwarded. By this mail is forwarded, also, 
a imap of Lake Eric, with the towns and harbors protracted on an exaggerated scale, with a view to 
reference for the plan for each work; the relative length of piers, the relative size of towns, and the 
distances from harbor to harbor, It also exhibits the courses and directions of the different works from 
the shore. 

All which is respectfully submitted by, sir, with perfect respect, your obedient servant, 
HENRY SMITH, Gen. Sup., de., Public Works, Lake Erie. 
Brig. Gen. Gratiot, U. S. Army, Chief Engineer, Washington, D. C. 





A No. 1. 
Estimate for 1838 of funds required to complete the River Raisin harbor. 


Ist. Excavation: 
Canal, 29,704 cubic yards, at 20 cents per yard, (by contract).............. $5, 940 80 
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2d. Piers: 
For 630 feet additional pier-work on outer harbor to 12 feet water: 21 cribs, 
for each crib 30 feet long, 15 wide, and 14 feet high, hewn timber 1,260 


ee ee ie tana le ine KaRaaieat aed te sic ores dats ‘ $88 00 
Tie pieces, 70, (5 to each course,) at 75 cents each, placed .......... 0.000. 53 00 
es By OG Oy UI eines how aece se anesaessesessccecs acces ; 30 00 
oe | a ee cee es eee ee Tee ee Te ee eee ee VeKee tase 5 00 
For cap pieces, 85 feet, at 12 cents per foot, placed ....... iin se ndeeees 10 20 
For stone, 39 cords, at $6 per cord, deposited ........ ee reer ere re ere 234 00 
For workmanship, not included above, and contingencies..............005- 130 00 

rn Hr NI 5d eK NAGE Vd kee kode ee ene wes 550 20 $11, 554 20 

Superintendent, 12 months, at $75 per month............ccccccccesncecess 900 00 
Contingencies, repairs, &c..... ere Teer ere ee eee ee ee 
Coy mbany eyeMvoy ul (apne Colts] ov) 7ds (e100 (2) 11s) ee eee ee T6T 37h 
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31, 462 37 








N. D. CURTIS, Superintendent. 
Monrok, Michigan, September 29, 1837. 
Approved and respectfully submitted. 
If. SMITH, General Superintendent. 
Monrok, Michigan, October 12, 1837. 





A No. 2. 


Estimate of funds required for the Huron harbor, Ohio, for continuing the improvements during the year 1838. 





Nature of workmanship, contingencies, &c., embracing the intended application of funds required for the Amount. 
year 18338. 





1,200 piles, average length 20 feet, to drive twelve feet outside the west pier, to form a 


prenu water, af $1 25 cach......5...5.-..s- Deere GnN eis en as Seattets 01a dy ad see kde wah cere ae $1, 500 00 
800 cords stone, to fill in between said piles and the present pier, to form an inclined plane, 

eT aod oo Dkk See Kise aya eT ee ee eer rere errr rer 4,800 00 
For a new pile boat, to be built out of the remains of the old one................ kiana 1, 200 00 
Ns icgis we Geib aes owed save va eee err re eee TT TORE COE ET EET CCT ee winks 475 00 
For laborers and mechanics, including contingent expenses, superintendence, &c...... “ae 2,200 00 





10, 175 00 








JOHN B. WILBOR, Superintendent Public Works, Huron, Ohio. 
Heron, Ohio, September 30, 1837. 


Approved and respectfully submitted. 
Hf. SMITH, General Superintendent. 


~ 


Monroe, Michigan, September 30, 1837. 





A No. 3. 


Estimate of funds required for continuing the improvement a Black river, Ohio, in the year 1838, constructing 
a permanent work on the foundation of the present piers, and also for the purpose of working the steam 
dredging machine inremoving the gravel-bar in the harbor, as follows : 


For 500 piles, 20 feet long, at $1 each .......cccceccccceccccccceees sauweeetanbereiee $500 00 
For 500 piles, 25 feet long, at $1 25 cach ...........006. ReNOre eee aes 25 Yescch fossa fey Br eer 625 00 
For 500 piles, 30 feet long, at $1 50 cach.... 0... cc cece eee eee Pe ere re ae ite ee ee , 750 00 
For 1,800 cords stone, at $5 each................ ee Oe a een reese eae 9, 000 00 
For contingencies, compensation co superintendent, KC. ... 6. cece cece eee cece ence ee eees 1, 000 00 
For driving 1,509 piles, at $l each ..... eT CeCe Teer Tee Teer ee Te eee , 900 00 

13, 375 00 
For expenses of the steam dredging machine, in removing the gravel-bar .......... are 500 00 


13, 875 00 





The above estimate for dredging is made for the purpose of removing a deposit of earth which 
extends into the harbor near the south end of the piers, and obstructs the passage of large vessels. 

Respectfully submitted. 
II. SMITH, General Superintendent, &e. 
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A No. 4, 


Estimate of funds required for securing and rebuilding the puwhlic works constructing at Cleveland harbor, 
in the State of Ohio, in a permanent and durable manner, with stone and masonry, for the year 1838. 

















Nature of the workmanship, materials, and contingencies embraced in the intended application | Extent. Cost. 

of the funds required for the works, not including the present appropriations. | | 
rr er RN bod yo ocd pears We ENER SOO SSE OCW SNARES KO OES | 3, 500 | $12, 250 00 
ee SCS CP NE isa dared eeweed weaken be newer ener wee | 30, 000 24,000 00 
EO ee ee ee err nn ere re re | 1, 200 1, 200 00 
rr er Or ONS 6s ek ded vexed ancew ens dGaw res ¥eeee arb ewes | 1, 200 360 00 
Cast-iron dowels....... ES eee eee ee er ee ee ee ee eee eT 2, 600 | 650 00 
Wrought-iron clamps..... CARRE NA cb OK 6 REE R EERE AEE CONE KEK DOES | 1, 600 | 1,000 00 
Ee a ee a a ee ee ee eee ee eee ree 400 800 00 
IS Ee EO Oe ee Te ee ee eee | 12 | 96 00 
es Eos 6. KRU A oe a DEN RREE ARRAS EN oN OM ee Kae wES ere eee 6, 000 00 
es 6 hGRK MORRO ACK enint anaes erRce oR wks (bs eee Oe WANE ROR eres | 1, 500 00 
CRESS SUNN NEE kod ERE KA DREKEK A EEERDE ENERO A LAKE Orbe COKR EES ror 4,000 00 
| 51,856 00 

| 





CLEVELAND, October 1, 1837. 


A.W. WALWORTH, Agent, &c. 


Approved and respectfully submitted. 
H. SMITH, General Superintend: 





A No. 5. 


ont, &e. 


Estimate of funds required for the service of the public works at the mouth of Grand river, Ohio, during 


the year 1838. 


Ist. For completing the repairs on that part of the west pier which was destroyed in the fall of 1835, and 


building three additional cribs, will be required— 


50 oak piles, 32 feet long, 1,600 feet, at 10 cents per foot........... cece eee eee $160 00 
350 feet of 14-inch square, for capping piles, at 10 cents per foot.... (eakes pewae 39 00 
370 sticks for cribs, 30 feet long, 11,100 feet, at 6 cents per foot............... . 666 00 
315 oak ties, 20 fect long, 6,300 feet, at 5 cents per foot..... pkeeeitecwekeie vies 315 00 
110 oak ties, 30 feet long, 3,300 feet, at 5 cents per foot........... cee ee eee eee 165 00 
4,280 perches of stone, at Ts. per perch............. eee ere eT ee eet eS Pee 3, 745 00 
ae eee ree eer 150 00 
eich, teiraehdee diy Ee ee oo ae ae a Hc nenene 50 00 
ee ee ee ee ee ' 300 00 
en Semon Cr a Sb GREG. . 6 sk ee ics ow dns eseseesecvce seven sauas 2,000 00 
Contingencies, brush, forage, &c...........0 cece eee eedeKis yerrrrerrr ere es 150 00 


2d. For repairing the old work of the east and west piers in places where it is 
absolutely necessary— 


6,730 feet of oak timber, at 6 cents per foot.......... 2. cece eee eee (kn teweens “a 403 80 
fo Gen pee, we feet lone, BL GC Gents per F006. 6 so esis sk wae cece csacceascusn , 112 50 
2,766 perches of stone, at Ts...... ON BR i cs, a8 ELE eRe eh eR eee eae usu cece 2,420 25 
eo ct cape ade pee 5 a a ee ee rr 97 50 


Carpentry, PAO OF MGR, NG BOS... 6 oo dic ici sscccceccvccuvscs (vieheee ve eh 1, 250 00 





3d. For forming the proposed bank of stone against the piers at certain places on inside, it 
eee eee ee CE A BUN OE 16) ceindenks (ious evden s - 40d ew eewaew ede eeenne ‘ 
4th. For commencing permanent work agreeabiy with the directions of Colonel 
Henry Smith, United States agent for the public works on Lake Erie— 


900 piles, 19 feet long, 17,100 feet, at 5 cents per fout...........00.0ceeceee eens 855 00 
a ee er ee eee (ekuaneneceesée ice cee ee 750 00 
ee ai a hawk NR RADER Nw WAKES RO ROR EWR 16, 409 00 
ee ee Sisk wena sete dosha eH ANE Oa deeds ROEM AK SO 250 00 
For baiiding & stone scow.. .... 6..5.06...06% Re eee ee er eee 400 00 
Repairing and furnishing a new set of rigging for the pile-driver scow.......... 250 00 
For superintendent’s commission of 22 per cent. on disbursing the sum of $31,634 05..... 


4, 284 


700 


18, 264 


05 
00 


00 


650 00 
790 85 





32, 424 90 








This estimate is made and founded upon actual prices that are now paid for materials, &c., and the 


quantity required is from actual measurement. 
All which is respectfully submitted by your obedient servant, 


J. ADAMS POTTER, Superintendent of Public Works of Grand River Harbor. 


Approved and respectfully submitted. 


H. SMITH, General Superintendent, de. 
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A No. 6. 


Estimate of funds required for completing the east pier at Cunningham creek, Ohio, for the year 1838. 











Pot 4,300 fect durable square timber, at 8 cents. ....2 cc csccccceeecesccccseses See $384 00 
For 4,000 feet durable flat timber, at 4 cents..... eee ee Ki er rrr re ee 160 00 
ror Raewew sot Bese SORE, RE GES per Be ooo ck ok ck askew cee rcsccecssesees aracdeecs 168 00 
For 800 pounds spikes, at $12 per ewt......... Ee ee ee eee ee TT +eh Ske ee wens ; 96 00 
For 150 cords of stone, at $4 per cord............ eNews eaves baie ae ree SeNew 600 00 
Por labor, bowtd of hands, He. ... 66.66. cc ccc eec. PO ee rr Ee ilaneeeexbewen ‘ 1, 200 00 
tht pone: Ce OEE OE Ee En rere Tee Creer Tee ST Tet saee eas 125 00 
Por (9a tone ef Wom, At GtS0 per tim, os 6c ec cae veeccccecaceees ‘ rer rere Te 240 00 
For 1,000 feet of round timber, at 3 cents........... Deere eee eta ey te vars avi ayer ait, 30 00 
3, 003 00 
For the construction of a breakwater the following estimate is submitted: 

30,720 feet of flat timber, at 4 cents. .............. ee ae ee ene eer pina sy tle ta ve opr 1, 228 80 
Dynne feet Guranre square timber, at 8 Conte. co. skies cs case ces e nesses cece sews aula 441 60 
te ponte, Be feet fone, 16 mm. X 16 in, <= 1,738 feet, at Scents. ....06....cceces cesses 138 24 
38 sills, 48 feet long, 20 in. X 20 in, == 1,632 fect, at 8 cents........... bape adage 130 56 
8,500 fect flooring, at Ll cent ...... See Na MpA IGN enim A athe ia Shoe Ble Ra Tah laud ncaa ray SR Se 85 00 
ee ee I A OE 8 iiss bas see wanddeasdeasen ares pith ety ace wale ums 32 00 
1,638 cords of stone, at $4................. RRP Ree eres arte A a te Ns cal hy Sie ose 6, 552 00 
SEOS0 feet Fe 4uch plank, at $14 per M....... ices ccccrccsece ee ee Cee TCT eT er rT 154. 56 
re re ee, BE OTE er ok wikis hes ee ase nnd esis cece weeseseves - 144 00 
m tOne 10, OC BESF wer 10... os bas ecw evn scc sees eres eee Cee ee eee eT ee eee ou 240 00 
2 crane scows, (large,) at $300 cach............... OE OTE Ee Ee Ee Eee Or re 600 00 
ae hes Sea eu Pas ee Reems ee ee ee Ee ee ca Se ee Sev 300 00 
meee ee I GE I ook ns kh oe ok eee hid oi eee eee ewe eres seed ecee ees ‘ ret 3, 500 00 
13, 546 76 

a, Re iin cin rn oes ela Mees Ra et acte He ha ye $3, 003 00 

Breakwater. ....... Ree is ister Toe rn Len ent Oa ee een 3, 546 76 

16, 549 76 


CunnincHaM Creek, Ohio, October 12, 1837. 


ss 


2. HARPER, Superintendent. 
Approved and respectfully submitted. 

H. SMITH, General Superintendent, &e. 
Monror, Michigan, October 16, 183 





A No. 1. 
Estimate of funds required for the service of the public work at Ashtabula, Ohio, during the year 1838. 









































| | 
| — | 
Nature of materials, &c., to which the | Extent. ii j Amt er Remarks. 
funds required will be applied. | | Semeyer 
| Amount. | Aggregate. | — 
iar a | | | 
For permanent work— | | 
PA oli wins ceioe eesisseeeteiecemas ace! fey at0 Ihek cossin $5, 5e9 60 | | 
POROHG we iscine cicsusiisiene saualenn(> canes | 1,410 cords..... 7,050 00 |. ce cccccccelcceeccece ee For constructing permanent work. 
PER aiesiccasecnoutesar wees Tnteew sees 400 pounds... 28 00 | 
esi @12, 967 60 |...... cece 
Foreman and carpenters ......eee08. 1,300 days ..... 1,690 00 | | 
Common laborers.....sseeeeccceseee| 25600 days ..... 1,404 00 | | 
SM WOTK sccccerceece RN ee Sip biecuavaseinee Bees 188 00 | | 
Superintendent ......cceceee oe 260 days ..... 520 00 | | 
el eeerenerrres 
ORTON B ecicircanaseteeacixes eaduces 521 weeks.... 1,042 00 | | 
VANE BEOW so seerceancsie ses cccewc wee |seenseeees oecvees 200 00 | | 
ie stcsiscenwcinec itecccies \ebamisbnaliiabie’ 7” 50 00 | | 
ROAM WOK ec ones cteesisecesces oe 20 days ..... 50 00 | | 
| 1,342 00 | 
Removing portion of old work.....s.eeee{eee#* * se eeeeeeees 250 00 | 250 00 .scccccceeeees 100 feet west pier, inside at angle. 
Blasting and excavating rock to complete,|++++++ +++ besieuevlos 8,630 00 | 8,630 00 ...seeeeeseeee Sufficient to complete this work. 
MORAG biacdecucncssaeiee ce peisesiewsleees asecececescvecees 375 00 
MRI i sine-55060:0100000 00s sWeWisusinceecinec}seaese eccccees LOGO Sc cccwciese cee ° Connected with the above operations. 
MC OHUIGENIOION 55.55.0500 sees voases sows ee ceccceee 530 00 
| 1,005 00 
| $27,996 60 
Deduct amount on hand available for the | 
Ath Quarter Of 1837 .0000s cccceccesecessleccese oe eee ooce ecccccccce 3,971 44 
Amount required...... pierces sian atewéeeecevueel sanceeuessi's =— ae 24,025 16 














MATTHEW HUBBARD, Superintendent. 
Asnrasuna, Ohio, October, 1837, 
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A No. 8. 


Estimate of funds required for the operations at Conneaut creek, Ohio, for the year 1888, exhibiting in detail 
the nature, extent, and probable cost of the several objects contemplated in the expenditure, 


Extent. Cost. | Genera) designation of the parts of the con- 











Nature, workmanship, materials, and contingencies, embraced in the | | 
intended application of the funds estimated for the second quarter. | } struction to which it is proposed to apply 
| | the objects contemplated by the expendi- 
| | ture anticipated, 
_ Ee | toy | Saecer een eee 
For dredging the earth under water, and delivering the same on lighter | sate: acetals | 
ScOWS, at twenty cents per Cubic yard .......cccesecccess semana wens | 7,000 | 1,400 00 | Dredging basin. 
Pane Es OO ENON SURED BODW 5 5ncnk cess ohes kunsensesse Sons endo Serene 250 00 | Do. 
NAMSMEOP EDL Sonic seh ewesenssacoelakeboes es cebashbabesesweassueessselsosses S| 150 00 Do. 
CONTINGENCIES 2.000 cece. ccvccvevccccccscvcves ec ccccccecces 9 0000 ceeces|oceess cocvcccces| 50 00 Do. 
Compensation for disbursing....... pee asabeeeeees oesbbseeeoseeensesseee eipabsecncecboanel 50 00 Do. 
1,900 00 
The same for the third quarter.......6.eceeeee Sinin'e's 00 00.90.0s 000000 0000s] oecees cee ences | 1,900 00 Do. 
The same for the fourth Quarter .c..cccecscccccccs cocccccccc cscs cece cccel sce Sec ccseee reel 1,900 00 | Do. 
} 
—_——— | 
5,700 00 | 








A No. 8—Continued. 


Repairs for pier-head on the west line of the works to protect the outer cribs from the action of the water, and for 
Jilling up a breach already formed by the seltling of the cribs. 


| 
| 

| First quarter. Second quarter. General designation of the parts of the construc- 
| 

tion to which it is proposed to apply the objects 


| contemplated by the expenditure anticipated. 





Extent. | Cost. Extent. | Cost. | 
a i ~ | a sai 
Chief carpenter .... cecccccccccccccccccce! ONCcecesovvene B60'O0. [9ONCsissduscees $60 00 | Framing and sinking cribs. 
Laborers 2.000. .cccccccccccces-covececee| Eight..sscee00.; 12000 | Eight...... scene} 220700 | Do. do. 
SSRATETY. wnskincwceens00ssonececcne LScheleReEaRieeeh ais ee |e | a Rae Seababerent 20 00 tepairing tools. 
SION. <.000- ecebenbeshee Sean e caper | 120 cords.... 54000 | 120 cords... 540 00 | Sinking cribs. 
MMSE SuUR CoC euLEeheeneesioswebauedacsas } 40 cords.... 180 00 | 40 cords....| 180 00 Repairing breech. 
OPS .000 000s ccccccccccccccspeccscesoves | BD. ccccwnee] 80 00 | Ri Ast see 80 00 | For building pier-head and repairing breach, 
SN cch ean noses sae eee eeeens ee ese sil | AA Se 20 00 Msgen seen 20 00 Do. do. do. 
EE eee ; Ricnencss 2000 |  B0.....ceee. 20 00 Do. do. do. 
Square tumber......sssceesveesccsscceees 600 feet ..... 50 00 | 600 feet .....! 50 00 Do. do. do. 
PARDK ccneess SSaceesesuabuswaebsedes aces | 1,000 feet ..... 10 00 | 1,000 feet wha 10 00 | Do. do. do. 
PUMEPRPE Cis e ScgaaEsbsisk bons ceeasane loach Seeeku bakes 10100" tics. ce ees seasee 106 00 | 
[Sa NRIEH oops y bch biskesmoiwseensel saevce Seievaauet 10000" | occecescscxeccse| 00100 
Compensation for GisPUlEINg.<oo.00nc0sselocsscsesessecece 32 00 |easeeseeees Sante 32 00 

| | 





| |____— | 
| | 1,332 00 | 


1,332 00 | 





REMARKS. 


The object to be accomplished by the appropriation asked for at this time (except for repairing the 
works) is, to carry out the plan of operations of last season, by excavating a place in the channel of the 
Conneaut creek for steamboats to wind, and at the same time to afford a more safe and commodious 
harbor for sail vessels seeking shelter in storms. 

A sketch of the harbor and river, showing the proposed excavation, is herewith forwarded. The 
amount excavated this season, up to the 30th September, 1837, is estimated at fifteen thousand cubic 
yards, and the funds on hand will complete 2,000 cubic yards more up to the end of the 4th quarter. The 
appropriation now asked for is believed to be sufficient to complete the basin. 

For repars.—This appropriation asked for is to secure the outer crib of the west line of the works, 
and to repair the breach made by the settling of the outer end of the crib, which has caused a separation 
of the crib from its fellow of about ten fect wide. To effect the object, it is proposed to sink a new crib 
or pier-head of larger dimensions than common cribs, strongly built, and well filled with stone, with a 
sufficient quantity of stone deposited on the outside of it to protect and support the bottom thereof. A 
pier-head of this description, it is thought, would be sufficiently strong to resist the force and action of 
the water, even when dashed against it with all the violence of a northeast storm. 
A. DART, Agent. 
Approved and respectfully submitted. 
Hf. SMITH, General Superintendent. 


rated 


Monroe, Michigan, September 30, 1837. 
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A No. 9. 


Estimate of funds required to complete the road leading from La Plaisance bay, Michigan, westwardly, to 
mlersect the Detroit and Chicago road, agreeably to the plan of the Engineer department of the 1st of 
March, A. D. 1833. 


No. How to be applied. | Amount. Total. 





1 | For the purpose of completing the whole road, to the width of 60 feet, | 


on the plan of March 1, A. D. 1833, 87 miles, at $500 per mile...... $18, 500 00 
For commission on disbursements, &c., at 24 per cent..... Peer cere 462 50 
For pay of inspector, &c., 6 months, at $75 per month ...... 0.2.2... 450 00 


| $19, 412 50 





2 | For the purpose of refunding to William Hl. Montgomery, for complet- 
ing a portion of impassable road on said La Plaisance road........ 100 00 
For the purpose of refunding to contractors the amount of 5 per cent. 
per month, heretofore retained, agreeably to the plan and decision 











Oe Te re SI io oo iw oa ok Wa 8% 08 95505462 4h ace ess 1, 580 00 
For commission on disbursing the above, 23 per cent ...... he aie ek bs 42 00 
For compensation of superintendent for one month paying the fore- 
WO ¢eee SK eneRaaS eee Leroy ee ee re ee rere 75 00 
POY RMGNUL OF CONTINMONCICS, MC. .6icie ccs c cece ae sce eecce cseee . 1, 940 50 
3, 737 50 
Amount required to complete work, &c....... are eee / tues eee 23,150 00 








JOHN J. WENDELL, Superintendent. 





Approved and respectfully submitted. 
WT. SMITH, General Superintendent, ée. 





B. 
Dunkirk, New York, September 30, 1837. 


Sir: Ihave the honor to submit the following report in relation to the United States works of 
improvement on the south shore of Lake Erie, under my general superintendence, for the year ending on 
the 380th of September, 1837. 

Erie, or Presque Isle harbor.—The works commenced in August, 1836, for securing the breach through 
the neck of the peninsula enclosing Presque Isle bay, and for forming at that point a navigable channel, 
have progressed as rapidly as the limited means afforded by the appropriation applicable to that object 
would allow. The pier which is to close up the breach has been extended 1,740 fect, and for the purpose 
of giving additional stability nine counterforts or lateral spurs have been added, equal in all to a 
length of 180 feet, making together 1,920 feet, inclusive of the 600 feet built previous to the 30th of 
September last; the main line of pier-work at the head of Presque Isle bay is now 2,340 feet long. This 
is about one-third of the whole length which will be required in addition to the channel piers. 

At the old works at the east end of the bay $420 32 has been expended in rebuilding 180 feet of pier 
at the south end of the south breakwater, where it joins the main shore. This was rendered necessary 
by the decay of the old wood-work, in consequence of which a channel had begun to be formed across the 
sand beach around the extremity of the work. Including this 180 feet, the total number of running feet 
of pier-work built during the year is 2,100. 

The workshops and boarding-houses at the new works at the west end of the bay have been much 
extended and enlarged, at an expense of $1,000, and are now quite ample for any probable contingency 
that will arise during the future prosecution of the work. 

The amount of funds available for the year, including the appropriation of $15,000, was $20,966 46. 

The amount which has been expended is $20,259 64, distributed as follows, viz: for carrying on the 
new works at the west end of the bay, $16,650 01; for rebuilding 180 feet of old work at the east end 
of the bay, $420 32; charged to the appropriation for pier as the proportional part of the cost of the 
steam dredge and scows building at Monroe, Michigan, for the United States works on the south shore 
of Lake Erie, $2,189 31; and for building additional quarters, workshops, and stables, at the new works, 
$1,000. The amount remaining unexpended on the 30th of September was $706 82, subject to several 
charges for work done and materials delivered. The funds being exhausted, the works will be imme- 
diately brought to a close for the year. 

The whole amount of expenditures by the United States, in connexion with the improvement of this 
harbor, to the 30th of September, 1837, has been $112,151 61, as follows, viz: for the works at the east 
end of the bay, $84,210 24; charged on account of the steam dredge for Lake Erie, $2,189 31; for houses, 
workshops, and stables, at the west end of the bay, $1,600; for machinery and materials remaining on 
hand and available on the 30th of September, 1837, $1,802 50; leaving for the construction of a pier 
2,340 fect long, at the upper end of the harbor, $22,349 56. 

The success which so far has attended the prosecution of the work at the head of Presque Isle bay 
has been entirely satisfactory, and every encouragement is given that the plan now in process of execu- 
tion will be attended with complete success. As fast as the picr has been constructed the sand has 
collected against it on the lake side, forming a slope or beach which will protect the work from any 
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danger on account of ice or of storms; and this accumulation has been so rapid that it has been found 
expedient to dispense, this season, with the piles which it was originally intended should be driven on 
both sides of the work to insure its stability. The object in view is to close up a shallow opening, 
now a mile and a quarter in width, interrupted by a few small sand islets which have recently been 
formed through the neck of the peninsula which formerly enclosed the harbor of Erie; and by leaving a 
channel four or five hundred feet wide, guarded on each side by channel piers extending from deep 
water in the bay to deep water in the lake, a distance of 1,200 feet, to cause a navigable channel to be 
made by the force of the inward and outward currents, constantly produced in this narrow opening by 
the tendency of the bay to adjust itself to the ever-varying level caused by the action of winds upon 
the lake; this being precisely the mode in which the excavation of the eastern channel into the bay was 
effected. It results from this statement of the nature of the operation now in progress that, In proportion 
as the pier or dam is extended and the opening thereby diminished, the water, concentrated Into a narrower 
space, will immediately commence to grow deeper by the increased action of the current over the surface 
of the shoal, and that great economy would result from rapidly extending the pier over the whole of the 
shoal except the portion which it is proposed to leave for a channel. The difference in the cost between 
proceeding slowly and with rapidity will in the latter stages of the work be equal to the difference in the 
expense of constructing the pier in water two or three feet deep, and building it in water eight or ten feet 
deep. In this instance, therefore, besides the ordinary evils resulting from appropriations incommensurate 
with the objects in view, the nature of the work itsclf renders it nearly certain that if will cost twice as 
much to effect this improvement in six years as it would to do it in three. Governed by these views, the 
minimum estimate for next year has been placed at $50,G00, and it is carnestly recommended to the 
department that this amount be asked of Congress. 

It appears unnecessary to repeat all that has heretofore been said as to the importance of Presque 
Isle bay, and of this improvement connected with it, ina commercial and military point of view. When 
the improvements in progress shall have been completed, the government will have at its disposal, for 
naval purposes, a perfectly safe roadstead, covering an area of upwards of three hundred acres, with a 
depth of water of from ten to thirty feet, with entrances at each end having channels sufliciently deep to 
admit the largest vessels which can navigate the lake; and the immense commerce of the lakes will profit 
to an extent difficult to estimate by the same advantages. This harbor is every day attracting more 
attention in the State of Pennsylvania; and besides the Pennsylvania canal, which has been located to this 
point, the stock has recently been subscribed to secure the charter of a great railroad terminating here, 
and which, connecting with other works, will form a continuous and direct line from Philadelphia to Erie. 
This railroad will forcibly illustrate the manner in which the enlightened policy pursued by the general 
government with reference to the lake improvements is felt in its beneficial consequences throughout the 
whole extent and in the most secluded portions of our country. 

Accompanying my report I forward that of the local agent, P. 5. V. Hamot, esq., to which I respect- 
fully refer the department for many interesting details and statistical statements. It appears from Mr. 
Hamot’s report that from the opening of the navigation at Evie, on the 17th of April, to September 30, 
1837, five hundred and forty-seven steamboats cleared from the port of Erie, whose tonnage amounted to 
one hundred and eighty-one thousand seven hundred and ninety-one tons, and the number of passengers 
on board to seventy-nine thousand three hundred and forty-nine; and that during the same period the 
number of clearances of ships, brigs, and schooners, was one hundred and seven, whose tonnage amounted 
to seven thousand eight hundred and sixty-seven tons, 

The statements and estimates required by the regulations of the Engineer department are herewith 
transmitted. T also transmit amap, drawn by myself froma survey which [made for the purpose, showing 
the condition of the works at the head of the bay on the 30th of September, and also the important changes 
which have taken place in the shores and shoals in that vicinity since the survey of 1835. 

Dunkirk.—The operations for the year have consisted: Ist. In continuing last fall, until the lake was 
obstructed with ice, the repairs of the breakwater, or cast pier, which were in progress at the date of the 
last annual report. 2d. In repairing and refilling with stone two hundred and seventy-three feet of this 
breakwater, which was carricd away in the great gale of December last, in consequence of the decay of 
the timber. 3d. In adding in ten feet water an extension of three hundred and ninety-four feet of erib- 
work, twenty feet wide, to the west end of the breakwater, built with timber to the height of between five 
and six feet above the level of the lake, and filled with stone. This extension leaves for the western or 
main entrance into the harbor a width of only three hundred and fifty feet, which is as narrow as it is 
desirable to make it. 4th. In adding in seven fect water an extensien of three hundred and thirty feet 
to the east end of the breakwater. Of this work two hundred and ten feet is built with timber to the 
height of four and a half feet above the lake, and filled with stone, and the remaining part will be finished 
in the same manner In the course of the fall. Sth. In adding to the cast end of the west pier, in fifteen 
feet water, a crib forty-five feet by fifteen feet, built with timber, and filled with stone to the surface of 
the water, intended to give additional support to the picr-head of stone masonry surmounted by a beacon 
light-house of wood, which have, during the past suminer, been erected at this point by the Treasury 
Department. This beacon was lighted on the 31st of August, and has proved of great advantage to the 
harbor, the entrance being at all times easy and safe by keeping it and the light-house in range. These 
additions have inereased the length of the breakwater to two thousand and sixty-four feet, and that of the 
west pier to one thousand nine hundred an: thirty-five feet. 

Inclusive of the appropriation for 1837 of $15,000, the amount of funds available for the year was 
$22,869 55. The expenditures have amounted t> $21,002 40, leaving in the hands of the agent on the 
30th of September, 1857, $1,867 15, the whole of which will be expended this fall in completing the 
eastern extension of the breakwater, and in adding two courses of timber to the height of the old part of 
this work, to enable it more effectually, by that means, to protect the anchorage within the bay, but more 
especially to give such increased stability to the decayed timber-work above water as will, if possible, 
enable it to resist the violence of the winter storms. 

The whole amount expended by the United States for the improvement of the harbor of Dunkirk has 
been $76,579 28, of which $1,192 20 remains available in materials and machinery on hand, and $2,040 72 


has been paid out of the Dunkirk appropriation towards the building of a steam dredge and scows for 
Lake Erie, leaving $73,346 36, which has been applied to the construction of three thousand nine hundred 
and ninety-nine feet of pier-work in water from six to fifteen feet deep. 

The additions during the past year have greatly improved this valuable harbor, but much remains to 
be done to complete the works in the manner proposed. 
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The anchorage and wharves are now well sheltered against westerly winds of ordinary violence; but 
when the waters of the Jake are raised, as is occasionally the case in storms of the greatest severity, four 
or five feet above their ordinary level, the highest of the piers is inadequate to afford the requisite pro- 
tection. The timber-work above water decays rapidly; and this cause has already been productive of 
great expense and injury. In the last three years the sum of $8,000 has been laid out in repairs, which 
would have been unnecessary if the material used above water had been stone. Nothing can show more 
forcibly than this fact the propriety of proceeding without delay to place on a permanent footing these 
government works, which experience has shown to be productive of such immense benefits. On the north- 
east the harbor still remains open, danger from that quarter having been much less to be apprehended 
than from the northwest, particularly as easterly winds at Dunkirk lower instead of raise the water of 
the lake. The amount of the estimate for carrymg on the works in 18388 is the same as was stated in the 
last annual report by my predecessor, Captain H. Smith; and it will be seen that the largest portion of 
that amount is to be applied to commencing the stone-work which, from the surface of the water upwards, 
is to replace the present perishable structure of wood. Stone of excellent quality may be obtained from 
quarries within five miles of Dunkirk; but to enable these quarries to be opened with advantage and 
economy, a considerable quantity of stone should be contracted for in the first instance. 

The importance of the harbor of Dunkirk in a commercial point of view has heretofore been fully set 
forth. The surface enclosed by the government works will be about two hundred and eighty acres, of 
which there are eighty acres of excellent anchorage, with clay bottom; and there is wharf room sufficient 
for the transaction of a very large business. [It occupies a position nearly midway between Buffalo and 
Krie. It is extremely valuable as a port of refuge, and has been much resorted to for that purpose by 
steamboats and sail vessels, and it has been selected for the termination of the New York and Erie rail- 
road through the southern tier of counties of the State cf New York; a work the completion of which 
will at once place it among the chief harbors on the shores of Lake Erie. The number of steamboats and 
sail vessels touching at this port has during the past season greatly increased. From the opening of the 
navigation on the dth of May te the 30th of September, 1887, the number of arrivals of steamboats was 
630, whose probable tonnage amounted to 183,177 tons, and the number of passengers to 78,700. During 
the same period the number of arrivals of schooners and sloops was 1038. Shipping to the amount of 
778 tons is owned at the port. 

The annual report of the local agent, Thomas Foster, esq., is herewith transmitted, together with the 
estimates for the year 1838, (marked B No. 1,) and the statements required by the regulations of the 
department. The report of the agent embraces many important and interesting details which I have 
omitted. J also transmit a map of Dunkirk harbor, showing the condition of the works on the 30th of 
September, 1837, together with a plan of those needed for its further improvement. 

Buffalo—aAt this important point there have been no expenditures during the post year. I transmit 
herewith the report of the local agent, 1.5. Smith, esq., (marked B No. 2,) to which the department is 
respectfully referred 

The unusual height of the waters of the lake for the past season, and the increased force given thereby 
to the waves during the violent gales of last fall, have caused considerable injury to the pier at a point 
which was supposed to have been sufficiently strengthened, and winch would, no doubt, have proved so 
had the lake remained in the situation it was when this part of the work was constructed. A small por- 
tion of the outer pavement of the mole, at a point about one-half way from its inner to its outer extremity, 
has been washed out, owing to the small size of the stones which at this point it was judged safe to use. 
The outer and still more exposed parts of the work have received no injury, having becn paved with stones 
of a larger size. Parts also of the pavement of the towing-path have settled, and will require to be 
relaid. 

These injuries have not as yet been productive of serious consequences, and are such as are lable to 
occur to the most permanent works in situations of such extreme exposure as that occupied by the Buffalo 
mole, until every part shall have been subjected to the test of time and the greatest violence of the ele- 
ments. It is absolutely necessary, however, that the damage should be repaired without delay, as other- 
wise a breach will be made through the mole, and thus, in a violent gale, all communication with the 
light-house at the extremity of the pier might be cut off; a result which, in the present state of the com- 
merce of Lake Erie, almost the whole of which centres at this port, might be attended with the most 
disastrous Consequences. 

An estimate is submitted for repairing this injured portion of the outer slope with stones of a larger 
size than those first used, and also for resetting parts of the pavement of the tow-path. This work cannot 
with prudence be deferred longer than until the next working season, 

Besides the sum necessary for repairs, an appropriation is required to reimburse the superintendent 
for advances made to bring the works to completion in 1836. These advances were productive of the 
greatest advantage to the government, and the superintendent is entitled to much praise for his public 
spirit in making them. Owing to some misunderstanding, the amount was not appropriated at the last 
session of Congress, and he has in consequence been subjected to much inconvenience. The estimate of 
the superintendent (marked B No, 3) accompanies this report. I also transmit the requisite statements, 
and an engraved map of Buffalo, accompanying the local superintendent’s report. 

There are now fifty steamboats on Lake Erie, whose tonnage amounts to 10,509 tons, and eleven 
more launched and on the stocks, which will be ready next season, whose tonnage will be about 5,000 
tons; and there are two hundred and thirty ships, brigs, schooners, and sloops, amounting to 16,931 tons. 
The steamboats make their trips once aweek, and the sail vessels once in two weeks; so that the coasting 
trade of the upper lakes next season will amount to 15,904 tons per month. To the residents in this sec- 
tion of country it is well known that the whole of this immense commerce owes its safe existence to the 
United States harbor improvements. 

Black Rock.— Nothing has been done at this place during the past year, and the different works remain 
in nearly the same situation they were at the time of the last annual report by my predecessor, Captain 
Hf. Smith. The mole on Bird island has not been injured by the storms or ice, and it appears to answer 
perfectly the purpose for which it was intended, 

The traverse pier received some injury at the breaking up of the ice in the spring, owing to the cur- 
rent produced by an extensive breach made in the State works forming the Black Rock basin. A few of 
the large paving-stones and a small portion of the embankment were removed. 

The State of New York has very thoroughly repaired the damage done to its work, and the injury 
to the traverse pier will be repaired this fall. The pier which projects from the main shore for the 
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purpose of arresting the sand in its progressive motion along the beach, and preventing it from accu- 
mulating in the Black Rock b: isin, has received no injury. The accumulation of sand against the 
south side of it has, however, been so great that it begins to pass around the outer extremity of the 
work ; and the pier must be extended, or, which would, perhaps, be more economical, a new one 
constructed, about three hundred yards to the south of it, as was recommended last year, in order 
to accomplish the object in view. The cause, however, which produces this motion of the sand is 
constant and uniform in its action, and I believe that nothing will effectually remedy tie evil 
short of entirely protecting the shore between Buffalo and Black Rock from the surf of Lake Krie, 
or confining the sand in its place by a_ series of parallel piers projecting from the beach at suitable 
intervals over nearly the whole of the distance included between the present pier and Buffalo ercek. 
The effect of this latter mode would be to cut this beach into small portions, each of which would 
assume such a direction that the surf caused by the prevailing westerly winds would no longer produce 
a progressive motion towards the uorth in the particles of sand of which the beach is composed. In the 
summer of 1835, in obedience to that part of the general instructions of the Engineer department which 
enjoined upon me the duty of making careful surveys of the different harbors under my charge, with a 
view of determining the precise amount of the changes which are constantly taking place, 1 surveyed, 
among others, the harbors of Buffalo and Black Rock, and the small portion of Lake Erie included 
between them, with that object, and made such connexions with fixed points as would enable me at any 
future period to determine the precise amount of the change which in the interval had taken place. 
Since that period an evident alteration has been produced in the shape and position of the shore; but 
having had no funds at my disposal to make another survey, I am without the means of accurate 
comparison. 

On the chart which, in 1835, I made and transmitted to the department, I traced a sketch of a work 
which I thought would be of great utility. ‘The same thing was done on the charts of Dunkirk and Erie, 
which at the same time were submitted. The work at Buffalo, however, appears not to have found favor 
with those most interested; and I allude to it only for the purpose of stating, with the sanction of the 
department, that a discrepancy which apparently exists in document 82, 24th Congress, Ist session, 
House of Representatives, between the statements made by the department and mysclf in relation to 
that survey, has no existence in reality, both statements being correct in the senses in which they were 
intended. 

Not having this year received a report from the local agent, General P. B. Porter, I transmit a copy 
(marked B No. 4) of the one which he made last season, as being applicable to the present circumstances 
of the work, and I respectfully recommend that the amount of the estimate therein contained be asked 
for at the approaching session of Congress. 

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
’ BROWN, Gen’l Superintendent of the U. S. works 
at Erie, Dunkirk, Buffalo, and Black Rock. 


3rigadier General C. Gratiot, Chief Engineer, Washington City, D. C. 


B No. 1.—(a) 


Estimate of funds required [at Dunkirk harbor] for constructing a permanent stone wall of nine feet high 
on the pier at the western entrance into the bay, from the beacon-light, running in-shore. 


weeeae $12,000 00 


6,000 cubic yards large quarry stone, at $2 per ene ehh hee AN RACROR EE RE 

6,000 cubic yards mason-work, at $1 30 per yard. poewge Kskbetieteeseetxneees ere 7, 800 00 

3, 000 bushels water cement, at 374 cents per bushel. ee errr re Co Tee eT Tees ‘ 1, 125 00 
1 ton bar-iron, for clamps, at $200 per ton.............ce eee ee eens ere eee syekie 200 00 


12 laborers to carry off stone, lime, sand, working scows, machinery, &c., and perform 


all the required labor while constructing the work, 2 808 days, at 90 cents per day, 
ite aes 2,527 20 





boarding included ery eee GED KERIO TE ESO RRR (eae 
Superintendence, 312 days, at $2 50 per day............... (eR PuAR see ERRRKES verre 780 00 
Add 10 per cent. for contingencies Pe OS OG 5 Kew RCAS Cees HOOKS OOo KH RKE SEES OHS eRe 2,368 22 
Amount required for this object .............5 000006 rere TCT eT pepktesaests 6, 800 42 





THOMAS FORSTER, Superintendent, ée. 


B No. 1.—(b, 


Estimate of funds required for extending the breakwater [at Dunkirk harbor] eastward six hundred feet. 





22 flat side-sticks, each 32 feet, 13 by 15 inches, at $2 50.....- 2.2... vcccccccccccoccees $55 00 
46 hard wood cross-ties, 20 feet, 10 inches diameter, at 75 cents........ kp SERIES Rees 34 50 
66 feet hewn timber for posts, at 8 cents per foot..... Orr Teer ae VORKCAERRED CRG OD ESS 5 28 
19 cords pier stone, at $8 per cord..... Serer TT ee Tee eee ee Tere Cr ee eer rr 152 00 
rere ee one... besaewe ee ee ee ee er Tree re 132 00 
12 laborers, 6 days, (72 days,) at $1 per day errr ee eT ee eer ee rytid Wie ewawee 72 00 
Carpentry....... Terre er Te ee Perea ease piers wens ose Lene renew ale Serre 61 00 
Superintendence and agency....... ee errr rer PRE KESTER EE eee Tre 30 00 
Contingencies............ BERR aP USES Rhy Ade ews Pe re Ce (ce eeeeens aeews 75 00 

616 78 


Cost of one crib 30 feet long................. (baw ews errr er Tere 
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Cost of 20 cribs, 30 feet each, at $616 78, is........... St ARed als ateawea~nais wa $12, 335 60 
Add for unforeseen contingencies. ........... sesccscees ee Te eee ee ee ee Oe ieecae ees 863 98 
eo teepeed for title oligact... 5 one case ce vesscndass Cst6eteeeesricsae Soe 


Total amount required for the service of the year 1888, viz: 


Estimate marked (a)...... See Tee eT ree ee Oe Pee Te ee eee ee eee 26, 800 42 
gt a rrr ee Tee eee eee T Tee Tee TTT ETT Cee TT Te 
Total amount required ..... [eine ewes Lock NEA Rass. SHRRRE RRO WSO ..---. 50,000 00 


Very respectfully submitted by your obedient servant, 
THOMAS FORSTER, Superintendent, de. 





B No. 2. 


Report in relation to Buffalo harbor. 
SerremBer 380, 1837. 

There having been no appropriation last year, and no balance in the treasury applicable to these 
works, nothing has been done towards improving them. 

The works were constructed with a view to resisting the force of the surf as the level of the lake 
was several years ago, at which time it was supposed that no wave could reach the summit; but the 
increased height of the lake (nearly three feet) has of course added that much to the height, and a much 
greater proportional force to the waves; and they have not only reached the top, but have rolled over it 
in sheets two or three feet deep. The outer part of the mole, paved with large flat stones, has received 
no injury, although subjected to surf of nearly double the force that was ever anticipated. 

The in-shore part of the inclined plane, extending from the eastern angle to the lake, is paved with 
small flat stones, about one foot in width; it remained entire several years, until the tempest last fall 
made a break in the paving, and swept out the stones about one-half through the wall; this break, for 
want of means, has not been repaired. Should the small stones be replaced, it will be constantly liable 
to damage from the same causes, and cannot be counted upon as permanent. If left as it is, without 
repairs, the whole work will be exposed to destruction. It is therefore recommended that the whole of 
that portion of the mole be repaired with large stones, like the rest of the work. 

The whole area of Buffalo harbor and ercek, including the entire surface from the mouth of the creek 
to the projected south channel, is less than twenty-eight acres. 

If nothing more effectual be done to enlarge the accommodations for vessels, it will soon be neces- 
sary to construct a wall upon the beach or lake side of the peninsula, about one mile in length, at a cost 
of about forty thousand dollars; some dredging in the creek, cost, perhaps, four thousand dollars; and the 
wall in front of the government land must be completed, at a cost of about eight thousand dollars. 

I present no plan for those operations, preferring to leave the whole until the city authorities (which 
heretofore opposed the plans for enlarging the harbor) shall have determined upon some that may be 
feasible. 

Herewith I transmit an estimate of funds wanted for the year 1838. 

ISAAC S. SMITH, Agent, éc. 





B No. 3. 
Estimate of funds wanted for Buffalo harbor for the year 1838. 








To pay arronrages................ peaeeapalh’ (MtPGCRSsensetainiocens 4 a 

Contingencies ...... eT eee re eee piel a eee ees (ipl eeaweagaauses sakes 502 78 
$10, 400 00 

To repave the in-shore inclined plane, 8,000 superficial feet of large deep stones, 

ee a SE eee eed eweciw SREKES (WASSSCRERS See was secon See ee 

2 time, 16 WO, BPP aye, COCH G1 ns sn isc in cccccs seawens sees Swipe atewe 3, 200 00 

To cranes, tackle, chains, sledges, &c....... a ee Tre ee ee ere 500 00 

20 superintendence and contingencies. .... 2.6.2.2 ccccnscessccscessceessee 1,320 00 
we 9, 600 00 





20, 000 00 


ISAAC 8. SMITH, Agent. 





Burra.o, September 30, 1837. 





B No. 4. 


[Extract.] 
Buack Rock, October 31, 1836. 
Sir: The following is an estimate of the expense of completing and strengthening the present works 
of the Black Rock harbor; and for which it is very desirable that an appropriation should be made at the 
approaching session of Congress. 
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The upper part of Black Rock harbor is separated from the Erie canal (which leaves the harbor some 
distance below its mouth, and passes on to Buffalo, in a line nearly parallel to the lake shore) by a naked 
sand beach some two or three hundred yards in breadth. The timber and shrubbery which formerly 
grew on and in the rear of this beach, and which served to arrest and detain the sands in their place, 
having all been cut off within the last few years, has given greater scope and action to the winds from 
the lake, which have already driven the sand at the lower part of the beach back in the direction of the 
canal, to such an extent as to threaten a breach across the sand-bar from the lake to the canal, the effect 
of which would be to fill the harbor as well as canal with sand. 

The object of the work for which an appropriation is how sought is, to guard against this danger by 
the construction of a mole, three hundred feet in length, along this part of the sand beach, to be composed 
of piles and stone, and of the expense of which the following is the estimate: 





300 piles, twelve fect in length, cost............. Lieeebk oie rare kere Sextanescoses ‘i= aa 

BOO e Feet GPCL NINE... esc sik se cveke esos MEECREG CRC OSES RAM RARER OE SERRE Een ees 60 
300 feet of stone wall, four feet high and four feet in breadth; 60 cords of stone, at $4 50 per 

: SE a nee Oe eee ee ee eee eee oe ee eee 270 

Pile-driver and hammer, say ........ Kcpeeesen: <SebRERO OE eererre rere CT eT Tre Te 150 

Labor...... Ee eee OE ee Pe ee ee ne ee ee ee eee ee ee eT Te ee 250 

eh cee ee CR Kh bbb Ws CORRE KREWE Kd ARs CORES K PANEER OS NSS CR ENESER ET RS 150 

° 

1, 180 

Add balance of Colonel Totten’s estimate, now required........ceccseeccccsscccecccccssesss 8,000 

SEA RES HHA oo ernoons ee Te ETT eT eT COPS eT TTT eee eee 





In the summer of the year 1833 Colonel Totten, of the engineer corps, made a survey of the lake 
harbors under the direction of the War Department, and in his report recommended the construction of 
certain works in the Black Rock harbor, the expense of which he estimated at $20,000. In accordance 
with this recommendation, Congress, at the succeeding session, made an appropriation of $12,000, which 
has been expended in conformity with Colonel Totten’s views. The complement of this estimate($8,000) 
could now very advantageously be expended. 
P. B. PORTER, Superintendent. 








C. 
ROCHESTER, October 24, 1837. 

Sir: As the amount required for constructing the pier-head of the western pier, with the view of 
obtaining a good foundation for the beacon-light, bore so great a proportion to the whole sum available 
for the public works at the mouth of the Genesee river, New York, for the year 1837, it was found to be 
impracticable, with a proper regard to economy, to commence the masonry this season; and even had the 
appropriation been much larger, but little could have been done; for after my arrival here, which was 
not before the middle of June, arrangements had to be made for obtaining suitable materials. It was 
therefore determined, as the best course, to finish the pier-head, and expend the balance remaining in the 
purchase of stone. 

The pier-head is now completed; and the contract entered into for three thousand tons of limestone, 
from the quarries at Chaumont bay, will, in the course of a few days, be fulfilled. 

The west pier extends two thousand six hundred and seventy feet into the lake, and the cast two 
thousand six hundred and thirty-four. They are both twenty fect wide, with the exception of a small 
part of each, which is but sixteen. They consist of erib-work, each crib being sixteen or twenty feet 
wide and thirty long. The cribs are formed of side pieces, centre pieces, ties, and flooring; to every two 
side and one centre stick there are four tics; the ties, which run across the piers, instead of being carried 
up, the one directly above the other, break alternately backwards and forwards, to secure greater strength 
in the side timbers, and to afford places upon which a portion of the stone with which they are filled may 
lodge. 
Piles have been driven on the outside of the cribs, but they appear to have been productive of no 
very good effect; stones, thrown in by their sides, preventing the irregular settling of them much better. 

The average height of the piers above the surface of the water is nearly three feet. The width of 
the harbor at its mouth is four hundred and forty-six feet; and, as the piers are not exactly parallel, it 
becomes broader as you enter, 

To obtain a correct delineation of the bottom of the harbor, sections were made across it, sixty-six 
feet apart, and soundings taken at the end of every ten feet; horizontal planes were passed at one foot 
apart, and their intersections with the bottom ascertained; the accompanying drawing will, therefore, give 
a tolerably accurate idea of the present state of the harbor. From it, it will be seen that the greatest 
depth in the channel, between the piers, is twenty-three feet; and the least, twelve feet four inches; and 
that at the entrance of the harbor there is seventeen feet water within the piers, and to a distance of 
about three miles the average depth of the river is twenty-cight feet. 

As both piers run across what was once an extensive shoal, it was to be feared that a deposition of 
sand would take place immediately beyond the mouth of the harbor; but, on examination, it is found 
that there is no appearance whatever of the formation of any shoal there. From the centre of the 
channel, between the piers, where the water is seventeen feet deep out to twenty-two feet water, the 
descent is as gradual and as regular as the natural shore of the lake; the least depth of water beyond 
the end of the piers is sixteen feet. 

The piers have been finished three years; the large shoal over which they run has been entirely 
removed; and as there is now no evidence of the formation of any bar beyond them, it is reduced to an 
almost absolute certainty that any further prolongation of the works into the lake will never become 


necessary. 





——————__=—e 
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From the position of the piers and the width of the harbor at its mouth, whether the wind be from 
the northeast, north, or northwest, it can be entered with equal facility. This is, undoubtedly, a very 
great advantage, and one of which the navigators of the lake avail themselves; for vessels, when caught 
in a severe gale, if it be possible to make this harbor, run to it for safety. 

For the purpose of contrasting the present state of the harbor with the condition of the mouth of 
the river previous to the commencement of its improvement, the old line of eight feet water has been 
laid down on the accompanying drawing. The channel was then crooked, and the depth of water on the 
bar between cight and nine fect. Besides the want of sufficient water to allow the largest-sized vessels 
to enter, it was only when the wind was in a particular direction that vessels of any size could enter at 
all. There is now a channel four hundred and forty-six feet and over wide, perfectly straight, with 
sufficient depth of water for any vessel that navigates the lake. 

The whole work, being an extent of pier something over a mile, has, from its commencement to the 
30th of September last, cost one hundred and seventeen thousand eight hundred and twelve dollars. By 
means of this expenditure a very superior harbor has been obtained at the mouth of the Genesee river ; 
and though the attempt to form an artificial one was at first but an experiment, it is an experiment which 
has been attended with perfect success. 

It now becomes a matter of great importance to secure permanently the advantages that have been 
obtained. 

When the works were examined by Colonel Totten, of the engineer corps, he recommended, as a 
means of rendering them permanent, the conversion of the wood-work above low-water mark into masonry; 
his plan was to build on the sides of the piers strong stone walls, using hydraulic mortar, to fill the inter- 
vening space with rubble stone, and to cover the top with flagging stone. 

The accompanying drawing will show the manner in which it is contemplated to construct the masonry. 
The average size of the stones obtained from Chaumont bay is five feet long, two feet four inches broad, 
and one foot nine inches high. With stones of this size for the outside, and smaller ones for the interior, 
the walls will be built. 

They will vary in thickness from three to six feet; three, where least exposed; six, where most. To 
give the walls a greater bearing on the piers, counterforts, twenty feet apart, two feet deep, and six 
feet long, will be constructed. They will not only strengthen the walls, but will counteract any tendency 
they may have to slide ; this tendency will arise from the cribs not having in all places settled vertically, 
the bottom on which they rest being a very fine shifting sand. In some parts the subsidence of the cribs 
on one side has been considerably more than on the other; and where this inequality is very great, it 
will be necessary, before building the masonry, to buttress with additional cribs. 

The top course is to be three feet wide, and, as each stone of it will be fastened to its adjacent one 
with two iron bolts, all the stones of this course will be connected together. To prevent the waves from 
raising and thus displacing any of them, they will be keyed to the course below. As these two courses 
will then form, as it were, but one, it will be all but impossible for the upper part of the walls to be 
disturbed, even by the most violent waves. 

The most convenient height for the piers above the surface of the water is six feet; and as the waters 
of Lake Ontario are subject to a change of level of about two feet, they will be built seven feet above the 
lowest low-water mark. 

To render it practicable to reach the end of the western pier, even in the most boisterous weather, a 
parapet wall, three feet high and three feet thick, will be added. 

This is indispensably necessary; for the light at the end of this pier is, of course, much more needed 
in stormy weather than in fair. The space between the walls will be filled with rubble stone, and the top 
paved with heavy flagging stone. 

The following is a comparative estimate of the funds required for finishing the work, viz: 


234,562 cubic fect large sized stone, at 20 cents per foot 2.2... cee cece cere ee cess $46, 912 40 
113,378 cubic feet inferior sized stone, at 19 cents per foot...... .....cccccccccccccecee 11,3387 80 
76,557 cubic feet paving stunes, at 30 cents per foot ..........cceccecccccceccccccccee 22, 96T 10 


424,124 superficial feet stone, rough hammered, at 5 cents ....... 0. cece cece eeeeeeeceee 21,206 20 
382,939 cubic feet masonry laid, at 5 cents ...... ...ccecccccececcccces ere Tee 19, 146 95 
16,591 cabic feet paving stones, at 4 cents ... 2... 0.0 e cece cee eees eee re geiniheat 3, 062 28 
12,934 bushels hydraulic lime, at 374 cents per bushel .......... 20... eceee cece cces hea 4,850 25 
729,119 cubic feet old work removed, at 3 cent per foot............ PRE Re Se aONe 3, 645 59 
548,134 cubic feet rubble stone replaced, at 4 cent per foot ..........cceecececcceeccces 2,740 67 
Deee ion Dos 1h plsee, Bt SO comin per HOLE... .. oo sns ceccvesevvrsonvescscesescess 4,500 00 


8, er ee re eee ee ee 5,000 00 


145, 369 24 


ee ee ee ee ee Ae REREEREREY ORME EEN HERS i 14, 631 76 
160,000 00 

ee eee eT rer ee ee eT ee eee eee eee ee ee wseeee 50,000 00 
Ee eT eee eer eee Te ee Se eT ore et eee eeTT er TTT Te 60, 000 00 


Ne Peden de cess se eewwe cones eee eee, eer eee ee eer ..--- 50,000 00 





It is respectfully requested chat the whole amount asked for for the year 1838 be appropriated ; for 
though the piers still withstand perfectly well the violence of the waves, the top timbers have in many 
places become very rotten, and if the masonry be not carried on rapidly, the expense of repairs will, in 
time, be considerable. 

The quantity of rubble stone now in the piers above low-water mark is more than sufficient to fill the 
space between the walls that are to be built; but if they are allowed to be swept away, another item. 
would necessarily have to be added to the estimate. 

In compliance with the request of the department, the following facts are subjoined, viz: 


VoL. vViI——-85 e 
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Population of Rochester. 


sess 8%, 980 


ashieensuis:. soc scie< ccas« Micaig ee oa y sis i ley Ait done 
sis, Eaatec eld TTTeCT Te TCT ae ot 


ee. re ne ee ee ee ee ee ee eee 
Commerce.—There are twenty forwarding establishments connected with the business either of Lake 


Ontariv, the Genesee river, or the Erie canal. 


Flour trade. 


LSE TT C001 | ony enone Rida alrs eg: heaton. best tn va 
hear eae yc 


Ane AMM Ol TUNS OF BLONE oc vcs ocd cscs ose seee's SO tee ene ee rt eee ae mere 


These mills, when in full operation, can grind 25,000 bushels of grain per day, turn out 5,000 barrels 
of flour, and require a daily outlay of from thirty-five to forty thousand dollars. During the year 1836 
between four and five hundred thousand barrels of flour were shipped trom Rochester, either by the lake or 
the Erie canal. The annual sales of flour are estimated at about $5,000,000. 


Manufactories. 


There is a cotton and woollen cloth and a carpet manufactory, with a great variety of other 


kinds, the annual sales from which amount to about. ........... ccc ccc cccccsccccvess $2, 480, 000 

Dry goods, &., annual sales................ igte ie iciseiem eee eos hm \Ssswiehastcavasen: BeeIUORO00 

Groceries and provisions ............. Pet er ee eee eediewas Risa Oe ReNe 1, 300, 000 

Gener Duainess of Hochester, cettmated at. on. eicsscscsscwssaseccceneesccecssawesce ss 29,000, 000 
Revenue. 

oy ee ee eee ee ee ee eee ee eS ere 

teceipt of customs at the port of Rochester in 1836. ........ 00.0. ccessecesesceccsssoes veer 60, 000 


24, 000 


Rime an custome at the port of Morbester in 1685 6.0 siisssssosc cscs cd seussunes es aevdeaass 

Trade with Canada.—The number of bushels of wheat imported in 1836, 200,000. Besides the impor- 
tation of wheat, there is something done in the lumber business. 

Steamboats.—There is one which plies regularly between the port of Rochester and Toronto, and the 
American boats touch on their way up as well as down the lake. 

To facilitate the conveyance of travellers as well as freight between the city of Rochester and its 
port, a railroad was constructed on the cast side of the river, to the head of ship navigation, and is now, 
and has been for some time, in full operation. A charter was likewise obtained for the construction of 
another on the west side, to run to the mouth of the river; but this has not yet been commenced. The 
railroad to Batavia is completed, and it is understood that measures have been taken to carry on with 
vigor the one that is to be constructed to Auburn. 

These two roads form but links of the great chain that will eventually extend from the shores of the 
Atlantic to Lake Erie. 

The Genesee Valley canal, intended to connect the Erie canal at this point with the Alleghany river, 
is commenced; it will run through a region proverbial for its fertility, and will open another great avenue 
to the west. 

These different improvements, as well as some other of the facts mentioned, cannot be said to have 
any very direct bearing on the improvement of the harbor; but when it is considered how much the busi- 
ness of Rochester is to be increased by them, and at the same time the mutual effect they must necessarily 
have on each other, it will not seem irrelevant to have touched upon them. One fact alone will show the 
increasing importance of the harbor. Previous to the year 1835, the receipts of the custom-house were 
not sufficient to meet the necessary expenditures; in 1835, about $24,000 were collected, and in 1836, 
$60,000; and there is every reason to believe that, with an increased business, there will be a corre- 
sponding increased revenue. 

The above facts have been politely furnished me by Henry O’Reily, esq., of Rochester. 

As nothing has been done this season at the mouth of the Oak Orchard creek towards the construction 
of the piers, the drawing that was forwarded to the department last year will exhibit the present condition 
of the work. The sum of money appropriated for this work for the year 1837 being entirely too small to 
effect any decided improvement in the harbor, it has been expended in procuring timber, building scows, 
and collecting stone from the lake shore. Of timber, fifty-three thousand feet were received before the 
30th of September last, and the whole one hundred thousand contracted for will be delivered by the 
middle of Noveniber. Both the crane scow and the one for carrying stone are finished, and though exer- 
tions were made to procure a large quantity of stone from the lake shore, the great height of the water 
prevented it. 

The quarries in this vicinity consist of a red sandstone, which disintegrates almost immediately on 
exposure to the atmosphere, so that above the surface of the water the cribs will have to be filled with 
stone from the shores of the lake. 

With the one hundred thousand feet of timber twelve hundred and sixty feet of pier can be constructed; 
and as the timber will be on the spot and ready for use, the work can be carried on vigorously as well as 
economically next season. 

The depth of water on the inside of the bar being over twenty feet, the mouth of the creek is capable 
of being so improved as to form a very excellent and safe harbor. 

The want of a good harbor along this part of the lake is much felt, for vessels in distress have now 
no place to run to short of Lewistown or Genesee river, 

The following is an estimate of funds required for the year 1838, viz: 


1,044 ties, 20 feet long, at 75 cents per stick..... REP DEAE ORAS ERE RES NRO REEES S08 $783 00 
pew Sane Cemets, Be feet bone, BE Gl 5. Per BUCK oo osc isis since cicese iecvessusees 978 Td 
288 pieces, 24 feet long, at $1 ......... Pe PERL SS PEERS REESE ERR REE OL RAE 288 00 

3,000 cords rubble stone, at $3 per cord ............. Pee eee eee TT ee TCR Te Te 9,000 00 
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$84,190 feet workmanship, at 54 cents per foot. ......ccce ce cccecccceesccccenccscessee $1,377 15 
33,600 pounds of iron, worked, at 10 cents per pound. ............. haw soda aee hae : 3, 360 00 
288 piles driven, at $3 per pile ................0085- RT eT eee eee ates 864 00 

22, 650 90 

I caiaae eee ShiNGEs4 oe Soe sedes nea Reneene ee PE ee Cee eee rer : j 2, 349 10 





25, 000 00 








With this sum both piers can be carried out to eleven feet water, the west being eleven hundred feet 
long, and the east nine hundred. — It is to be hoped that the amount of the estimate will be appropriated ; 
for besides the necessity of having such a harbor for the safe navigation of the lake, the surrounding: 
country is very fertile, and the situation at the mouth very good for a town, and nothing seems wanting 
but a good harbor to make it, in a short time. a place of considerable business. 

] have the honor to be, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
WILLIAM SMITH, Second Lieutenant Engineers. 

General C, Gratiot, Chief Engineer, Washington. 





1). 
Annual report of the progress and condition of the United States works at Big Sodus bay, September 30, 1887. 


The entrance of this bay was a half mile in width, and obstructed by a bar of hardpan, gravel, sand, 
and pebbles; to remove which, and to secure the entrance from obstruction, was the object of the laws 
of Congress which authorized the construction of piers from both sides of the bay. These piers have 
answered every purpose of their construction. But the natural decay of the timber has commenced; and 
to preserve this harbor, that much of the piers from the water’s edge upwards should be prevented from 
further decaying and falling into the channel by the application of stone masonry, for which object an 
estimate is herewith presented for the year 1838, 

The government, in the year 1836, commenced to open and remove the bar between the piers by the 
use of dredging machinery, and, to the date of the present report, three-fourths of this work has been 
accomplished, opening a straight channel of fifteen feet in depth of water, leaving the remainder of the 
deepening and widening tv be completed in the year 1838, for which object an estimate is herewith 
submitted, 

The diagram exhibits the work done and to be done. The opening of channels by dredging has become 
frequent. But this work at Sodus bay has peculiar features, promising durability. The excavation will 
not fill in again, because there are no elements in sufficient motion to reform a deposit. The bay is an 
estuary of the lake, and the streams that flow into this bay are so small in comparison with the bulk of the 
bay and with the dimensions of the channel, that a velocity from that cause would at no time be created 
equal to the removal of any sand in the bed of the bay; moreover, there is a small current setting alter- 
nately from and to both the bay and the lake in every hour of the day, which will be further noticed. 

The beacon-light constructed at the north end of the pier is finished, so far as relates to the building, 
and lantern, and other fixtures. A guarded passage over the pier of 265 yards in length, and a further 
deposit of stone to secure the foundation pier, are essential, and for which an estimate is submitted. 

Since the construction of the piers, an effect has been produced by the motion of the waves and a 
new current around the head of the pier to the east, which, together with the high water for several years 
past, have formed an eddy around Point Charles, which has encroached upon the point marked A on the 
diagram, and which eddy has also extended its effects to the point of sand B of the isthmus, and caused 
some variation in its position; to prevent an increase of these effects, it is necessary to deposit a pier 
at each of those points, and for which an estimate is included During a storm in August last, aided 
by the eddy just mentioned, a shallow breach was made in the isthmus of 120 feet in width and three 
deep, which is now filling up by the construction of piers, as marked on the diagram. 

To prevent the recurrence to maps and documents I will state the dimensions of Big Sodus bay. 
This bay extends to the south five miles from its entrance into Lake Ontario, and two and a half miles 
in width, which forms a sheet of water of twelve square miles, affording an anchorage to any number of 
vessels of increasing navigation of the lake, in water of from 12 to 40 feet in depth. This bay is sur- 
rounded by a fertile country, and a rapidly increasing population, and is now connecting with Lakes 
Cayuga and Seneca and the river Susquehanna by a canal and railroad, and with an extensive water- 
power from the lakes into the bay, and will at an early day become an important point of commerce and 
intercommunication between the western States, Canada, and Chesapeake bay, and the Atlantic harbors. 

Further remarks upon the hourly currents between the piers——These currents run alternately in and 
out of the bay and lake once in every hour; the duration and velocity are influenced by the winds. The 
causes of these currents are not evident. Perhaps they originate by the combined action of wind, tide, 
and the current occasioned by Niagara falls. Of the wind—it is certain that, in the absence of the other 
two supposed causes, the wind would occasion a current corresponding to its course, durability, and 
strength. As, however, these cuvrents exist in calm weather, the wind cannot be the only cause. The 
natural course of the water down the lake to its exit in the St. Lawrence is, perhaps, disturbed by the 
volume of water, the surplus of the upper lakes, that falis over Niagara, and flows violently into the 
more quiet mass at Lake Ontario, and may thus produce a motion across the lake, and, by reflex action, 
cause an undulation that may influence the alternate currents alluded to. Of tide-—-the theory that 
pertains to the ocean does, of course, produce its ratio of effect in the lakes; the mass in Ontario is more 
than six hundred cubic miles of water. The flow of tides would produce a sensible influence upon such 
a volume; the motion of which, interrupted by contiguous shores, would cause an undulatory action of 
the whole mass, that might be evident in the currents at Sodus bay. Further observations upon these 
currents and upon the motion of the waters at the commencement of the St. Lawrence, to determine 
whether the velocity there be equable, might be useful to decide this question. 


Respectfully submitted. 
J. G. SWIFT. 
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D No. 1. 


Estimate for funds required in the year 1838, for the United States works at Big Sodus bay, New York. 


Dredging the channel, now in operation, 400,000 cubic feet, at 3 cents....... 86 $eeE Re? $12, 000 00 

2. For piers at A and B— 
ee ee ee ee ee eee ee Or renT ee ee ick awbwwed 2,100 00 
2,000 pounds iron, at 10 cents............-06- MAT eK ee eoe eT Te te 200 00 
300 cords stone, at $3..... Bile Seto as al sikh kal Oe OEd RK Nek dese Kae bus eee RN ; 900 00 
15, 200 00 


J. G. SWIFT. 





D No. 2. 


Estimate for funds required in the year 1888, for permanent work at Big Sodus bay, New York. 


1. To 5,000 tons of stone from Sackett’s Harbor, at $2 50 ................. 2tivcwe Gee oe 
2. For workmanship in laying the same in the water..............02 cece ees iteewen Gass 5, 000 00 


17, 500 00 


J. G. SWIFT. 


D No. 3. 


Estimate for securing and travelling to and from the beacon-light. 





Uy) WOW DESC RACY E CETL UYC 0 queen en nn na Sas anh lt cl se NA Pome i te AO Kis axa: ZOO OO 
ee ee I Or A TORE, BEE ois oc in ccs tvedece code vars envawsanaawe Lew ee en cabs 265 00 
3 Hor 100 cords of stone for foundation, at $3... ...<6%.66 <.s0e00s00% er er ee mee Oe LU, 

815 00 


J. G. SWIFT. 


Osweco, October 16, 1837. 


Sir: * * * Tresumed the charge of the work on the 1ith of June last, but, to save the trouble of 
making out returns at that time, I received the funds as they were on the Ist of June, and assumed all 
the payments from that time. Little had been done, except repairing the damages sustained by the works 
last winter. 1, The pavement, in consequence of the unfinished state in whieh it was left, and the want 
of a sufficient quantity of large stone at the foot of that portion of it which was laid down late in the 
season, was much disturbed and thrown down, and some of the stone carried off into deep water. 2. The 
east pier was stripped of its flooring and stringers, for about 150 feet in length, and some 20 or 30 cords 
of stone washed out; and the east pie r-head, from some defect of construction of the part below water, settled 
down on the inner corner about 2 feet, and was otherwise so much injured as to require taking down and 
rebuilding the upper part of it. 

Since I took charge of the work the paving of the mole has been prosecuted and nearly finished, and 
the work of tearing down the wood-work of the old pier, and substituting masonry for it, has been com- 
menced. About 2,803 tons of limestone for paving mole have been received from contractors since my 
last report, and about 3,495 tons laid in the mole, which, besides repairing the damages alluded to, has 
paved about 590 feet in length, or about 19,250 square fe et of pavement. There remained on the 30th of 
September about 110 feet in length of mole unpaved; the materials for finishing it are on hand, and the 
greater part of it will be finished this fall. There have also been received from contractors about 520 tons 
of limestone for masonry wall, and about 498 tons of limestone for coping and flagging the top of the pier. 

The work of substituting masonry has been commenced at the west end of the west pier. That por- 
tion from the shore to the angle, comprising about 230 feet in length, has been removed to a depth of 
from 3 to 4 feet below the present level of the water, and dry masonry of heavy stones commenced on the 
timber-work and carried up to the surface, where the masonry in hydraulic lime mortar commences. The 
exterior wall is composed of heavy limestone, neatly sc abbled and laid in courses, and rises 14 feet above 
the water. The interior wall, against which the vessels lie, is composed of the s same materials, and rises 
6 feet above the water. The inner wall of the parapet rises 8 feet above the inner portion of the pier, and 
is composed of common stone from the quarries at this place, neatly hammered and laid in courses. The 
top is covered with heavy limestone flag, 8 or 10 inches thick, with heavy coping stones 1 foot thick 
around the edges. I refer you to the plan and profile forwarded with my last annual report. It will 
form a very beautiful and permanent work. 
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The plan of the work forwarded with my last annual report contemplated raising the parapet wall 
16 feet above the water, and laying the walls of undressed stone. It is now believed that 14 feet is suffi- 
ciently high, and that for a wall washed continually by a heavy sea it is necessary to have closer joints 
than can be made with rough stone, and that, unless the stone be reduced to uniform thicknesses, so as 
to be laid in courses, the bond cannot be made sufficiently strong. I have therefore introduced the altera- 
tions suggested by these considerations into the plan of the work and into the estimate, and submit it for 
your approval. 

On the 30th of September 1,200 perches of masonry had been laid, and 2,500 feet of stone cut. The 


portion of the wall which is exposed to the action of the waves, about '80 or 100 feet from the angle, will 
be finished this fall; the rest will be left in an unfinished state for want of funds. 

The whole operation, since my last report, involves an expenditure of $28,681 02; $22,033 07 of 
which has been expended since I resumed charge of the work, and for which I now forward vouchers. 

The same difficulty has been experienced this year as last, in consequence of the high water in the 
lake. This has been more felt in commencing the foundations of the walls than in any other part of the 
work. It has also prevented me from getting out from the quarries the quantity of large stone required 
for securing the foot of the pavement. Enough, however, has been got out and deposited to insure the 
paving against any immediate or very serious displacement, but a considerable quantity will be yet 
required to insure permanency. 

The estimate for finishing the work is made with such alterations and amendments of the estimate 
last furnished as my experience this season in the cost of masonry has suggested. In my last I had 
estimated too low for the masonry, the labor, lime, sand, and the stone-cutting 

The light-house —The new light-house is completed, and was lighted the L5th of July last. The founda- 
tion has proved to be a good one; nosigns of settling have appeared. The appropriation is entirely expended. 

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
R. C. SMEAD, Lieutenant and Agent for Engineer Department. 


General ©. Gratiot, Chief Engineer, Washington City. 





E No. 1. 


Estimate of funds required for the operations at Oswego, N. Y., during the year 1838, exhibiting the nature, 
extent, cost, and probable application, within the time above specified, of the several objects of contem- 
plated expenditure. 





Nature of workmanship, materials, and contingencies embraced in the intended application of Extent. Cost. 
the funds estimated for the year 1838. 


Small stone for raising outside of pier, at $2 50 per cord.............. cords... 275 | $687 50 
Large limestone for masonry wall, forming exterior perpendicular face of the | 

work towards sea and channel, at $2 per ton...........0...+++----tONS... 2, 650 5, 300 00 
Large limestone for interior wall towards harbor, at $2 per ton..........do.... 2,000 | 4,000 00 
Large stone for inner masonry wall of parapet, at $0 per cord.......... cords.. 250 | 1,250 00 
Large limestone fl ags, eight inches thick, for flarcing and coping top of pier, at 

$2 50 per ton......... ee rrr ee eee eee re ama ie tons... 926) 2,315 00 
Large stone posts for fastening vessels to, at $25 eac ahaa kcaenin ce T | 175 00 
One-inch copper bolting for dowels to coping, at $1 25 per foot...... ae. ee 400 | 500 00 
One by 32-inch bar iron for cramps to coping, at 13 cents per foot ........ GG... 2, 250 | 292 50 
Lead for securing cramps, at $8 per 100 pounds...............0.0-008- ee 2, 500 | 200 00 
Water lime, at $1 50 per barrel......... thee eaters 5 a cig Sie ead oy WRN. 1, 025 1,537 50 
Common Time, at 25 conte per bushel... . 6... 0c ciccseceseeccs aie hare bush... 1, 750 437 50 
Sand, at 3 cents per bushel............. ee ere eee eT Tt Tee ee Tee MO. is 17, 702 531 06 
Dressing coping stone, at $1 per foot, (running | ee en ee 2,262 | 2,262 00 
Cutting limestone for exterior faces of the work, at 37 cents per foot..... oe 13, 434 | 4,970 58 
Masonry for laying walls, at 75 cents per perch, including tenders.......perch.. 6,328 | 4, 746 00 


Labor of men for completing the paving of the mole, removing the timber-work 
of old pier, working cranes, unloading vessels, flagging top, &c., at $1 


nih LEE TE Lee aE Oe oe eee TT ee eee | ae 12,000 | 12,000 00 
Horses for working cranes, at $80 each...........0..008 ore, eer ee err e 2 160 00 
Forage for two horses Leek eedwansase ee Ee ee ee eee Seuea! 4aehiaeeeawass 150 00 
Per diem allowance of agent, at $1 per day err eee Te TT me eee eee eT Te waned 365 00 
Contingencies, 10 per cent. on $41,879 64..........0.000 08. SE ee ee ne ee eee wees) 4,187 96 


—_—_—_—. 


| | 46, 061 60 





R. C. “SM EAD, Lieutenant and er for ahaa Department. 





F. 


ENGINEER Orricr, Hudson River Improvement, Troy, N. Y., October 28, 1837. 

Sir: In compliance with the requisitions of the circular of the department of the 15th of August 
last, I have the honor to present a report of the progress made in the improvement of the navigation of 
the Hudson river during the year ending September 30, 1837, together with a project for the prosecution 
of the improvement during the year 1838. 








250 5a 


en 
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Progress of the work.—On the upper section the operations have been very limited, being confined 
solely to dredging such portions of the channel between the sloop lock and the city of Troy as were neces- 
sary to afford temporary relief to the few vessels navigating this part of the river. Two thousand four 
hundred and twenty cubic yards of coarse gravel and | paving stones were removed during the months of 
October and November, 1836, by the employme nt of one of the United States dredging machines. Opera- 
tions were brought to a close on this section on the 5th of the latter month, and not resumed again until 
the 18th of September of this year, when it became necessary to remove a portion of the obstructions 
swept into the channel in consequence of a very considerable breach made in the State dam-after the 
breaking up of the ice in the spring. Operations were again brought to a close on the 28th of September, 
being a working period of ten days, during which time 2,471.70 cubic yards of the same coarse material 
were removed; making the whole quantity dredged from this portion of the river 7,803.70 cubic yards. 
The estimate of last ye: w contemplated the construction of the low dike, running from the foot of the 
sloop lock to the head of Hay island, in order to preserve the channel unimpaired ‘by excluding the intro- 
duction of any foreign matter that might be brought over the dam. The limited amount, however, of the 
appropriation for the year, compared with the estimate, compelled a suspension of this work to another 
season; it being necessary to apply the means afforded to such portions of the work on the two other 
sections as seemed best adapted to advance the general interests of the navigation. The failure of the 
State dam, and consequent influx of coarse eravel into the channel, would seem to indicate more clearly 
the importance of this dike—the channel not being liable to encroachment from any other source, except 
he deposit which may be introduced through the tail-races of two or three mauufactories situated below 
the lock, and deriving their supply of water from the level above. 

On the middle section operations were continued last year until the close of the month of November, 
when the rapid formation of ice in the river compelled a suspension of the work. Seven hundred and 
forty-five fect of the dike at Port Schuyler were completed during the months of October and November, 
together with the bulkheads forming the opening for the passage of vessels to the dock at that place. 
The quantity of sand and gravel removed from Washington bar during the same period, and placed in 
the dike, was 18,653 ¢ osm i irds. Two steam dredges were employed—one belonging to the government, 
and the other to the city of Troy, from the authorities of which it was hired for the purpose. Opera- 
tions were resumed on this section as soon as the spring freshet had sufficiently subsided to admit of 
the prosecution of the work. One of the United States steam dredges commenced excavating on 
Van Buren’s bar on the 9th of June, and another on Washington bar on the 24th of the same 
month; the former, however, was removed to the lower section on the 17th of August, where she 
now remains; and the latter was employed on the upper section for the short period required for he 
services above Troy, when she was returned to her berth below. The whole quantity dredged and 
formed into the dike the present season, ending on the 30th of September, was 56,344.07 cubic yards, 
making the total quantity dredged from the two bars up to the same period, 91,336.07 cubic yards; all of 
which, with the exception of 6,208 cubic yards excavated by the Troy city dredge in the fall of the yea 
1835 from Washington bar, was placed in the dike. On the 30th ultimo this latter work had been carried 
down to the head of Breaker’s island, the grading finished throughout its whole extent, and the revetment 
nearly laid, requiring but about 1,000 yards of stone for that purpose. At the present date this dike is 
completed, with the exception of covering a small portion of the revetment with gravel, and securing the 
foot of the channel slope for two thousand feet in length with rubble stone, which it is expected to accom- 
plish early in the coming month. The length of dike completed this season is 3,541 feet, making the 
whole length of this structure 4,756 feet, and differing from the estimate of the board of engineers 856 
feet, which is accounted for, in part, by the extension of the dike aboye the head of the dock at Port 
Schuyler—a change noticed in my former report, and the reasons for the same given in a previous com- 
munication. The cost of the work, however, when finished, including the opening in the dike for the 
passage of vessels, which did not enter into the original design, will exceed but little the estimate of the 
board, This opening it is feared will lessen in some degree the usefulness of the work, if, indeed, it does 
not finally jeopard its safety. The water in time of a freshet is drawn with great velocity through 
the opening, thus diverting the downward course of the current at this point, and “consequently diminish- 
ing its intensity and the ‘uniform abrading action which it was intended to effect. The bulkheads, 
although well secured, have already given indications that they will require constant supervision during 
the prevalence of a flood, in order to counteract the evil which this rush of water through the opening is 
calculated to produce. It is highly probable, therefore, that the results obtained after the action of the 
next spring freshet will indicate that this opening should be closed, and that the continuity of the line of 
A further beneficial effect upon the channel might be produced by running a 


dike should be unbroken. 
This, in connexion 


dike from the north bulkhead, tangent to the most projecting point on the west shore. 
with the proposed wharfing contemplated to be constructed by a company of individuals from the city of 
Troy to the bend on the east shore, would render the navigation from the lower part of Breaker’s island 
to the city of Troy as perfect as the nature of the river will admit; a de pth of water of at least ten feet 
would thus be obtained at the ordinary low stage, which is abundantly sufficient for the accommodation 
of all the trade to this place. As a measure of safety, a portion of ‘the most exposed shore of Hart’s 
island opposite the dike will be revetted this season. This work is not estimated for by the board, but 
its necessity is obvious from the exposed situation of the island and the alluvial character of its soil. 
The dike at Port Schuyler was in too unfinished a state last year to judge with any degree of accuracy 
of its effect upon the bars which it is intended to remove. The de ‘posits being heavier and much less 
homogeneous than those forming the Overslaugh bars, the action of the water may not be sufficiently 
great to remove the more weighty deposits, which, in that event, would have to be dredged. Of the 
capability of the dike, however, to keep this portion of the river free from all future deposits there cannot 
be the shehtest doubt. 

On the lower section operations ceased about the same time last year as on the middle section, 
although a small force was continued until the middle of the month of December in placing the work in 
a more secure state for the winter. One thousand two hundred and fifty-six feet of the dike connecting 
Bogart and Beacon islands were completed between September 30, 1836, and the close of operations of 
that year, leaving 864 feet to finish, nearly midway of the islands—the dike having been carried on 
from both in order to facilitate the progress of the work. During the same period 20,729.84 cubic yards 
of sand were removed from the Overslaugh bar and placed in this dike towards its formation. Two of 
the government steam dredges were employed i in this section during the months of October and Novem- 


ber ,and about the middle of the latter month a third was put in operation after its removal from the 
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upper section. At the date of my last annual report it was hoped that, before the closing of the river 
by ice, the dike on this section would be so far completed as to produce a beneficial result to the naviga- 
tion at this point. This hope, however, was not realized in consequence of the unfavorable state of the 
season. Fully impressed with the importance of closing the dike before the opening of the river in the 
spring, an application was made to the authorities of the cities of Troy and Albany for the means of 
progressing with the work during the winter. This having been granted to a limited extent the work 
was recommenced on the 3d of January of this year. Recourse was had to a gravel bank on the west 
shore, near the site of the dike, for a material, which was hauled on the ice in sleds and wagons; by these 
means the gap was filled to within three or four feet of the top of the dike before the breaking up of the 
ice in the spring, and the work so well secured as to resist the united action of the ice and flood without 
sustaining any material injury, although the former was of unusual thickness. The beneficial effects of 
the course pursued were fully developed after the flood had subsided. Where the greatest obstruction 
existed last year, opposite the northern reach of the old Overslaugh dam, the water has been deepened seven 
fect; that is, a depth of water has been attained of eleven feet at ordinary low water where there was 
only four last season. Below this position, to the head of Beacon island, the terminating point of the 
dike, the water is not so deep, simply from the fact of its being below the finished portion of the work at 
the period of the flood; the water, of course, passed freely over the low part of the dike towards the west 
shore before the freshet had attained within three or four feet of the crest of the work. The consequence 
was, that the velocity of the water below this point was greatly diminished, and the effect of the flood, as 
was to be expected, but partial in its operation. The depth of water obtained for this portion of the 
channel is seven fect at the ordinary low stage of water, being an increase of from two to three feet over 
that of last year. Operations for the season were recommenced on this section the latter part of April, 
but not effectively until about the same time as on the middle section. 

In consequence of the disseverance of what is called Westerloo island from the main, by the freshet 
of this year, it became necessary to close the breach thus made, in order to cut off the water from the 
western passage around this island. The dike, for this object, has been completed, and is 365 feet in 
length. It is constructed upon the same plan with the dike at the Oveislaugh; the material for the pur- 
pose was dredged within tlie eastern line of the railroad wharf at Albany, as being the most convenient 
place for the work, and, of course, without any benefit resulting to the channel. The cost of the dredging, 
in this instance, will not, therefore, form a separate item, but will properly enter into the cost of the dike; 
which being a work created by circumstances, its cost does not form part of the estimate of the board of 
engineers. The dam connecting Westerloo with Bogart island is completed; its length is 421 feet, differ- 
ing from that estimated by the board 121 feet in length, and nearly proportionally in cost. The manner 
of construction is similar to that of the dikes; the only variation being in the additional thickness given 
to the revetment, and an equality of slope on each side of the crest, being three to one in height. A stone 
apron of considerable width, on the down stream side, protects the foot of the slope from the action of the 
water when passing over the crest in time of a flood. The same remark applies to this work, in regard 
to the dredging, as to the dike at the head of Westerloo island—the sand excavated for the formation of 
the body of the dam having been taken from between the two islands, and entirely remote from the 
channel. The object of this work is the accumulation of all the water passing by the city of Albany into 
the east channel, in order to increase the corroding action of the current on the Overslaugh bars. The 
dike connecting Bogart and Beacon islands is completed, with the exception of covering a portion of the 
revetment with sand, and the adjustment of the crest to a uniform longitudinal slope, corresponding to the 
plane of depression of the surface of the flood. The foot of the channel slope will also be protected with 
stones, as an additional measure of precaution against abrasion. Eight hundred and sixty-four feet of 
this dike have been finished this year, making the whole length of the dike 4,324 feet, and exceeding the 
estimate of the board 724 feet, at an additional cost of about $19,000. This latter is accounted for, in part, 
from the different manner of doing the work; from its being an experimental undertaking; and from the 
many difficulties encountered in its prosecution, which the experience of the past season has enabled us 
to overcome in the works commenced subsequently. Some progress has been made this season in the 
removal of Van Wie’s pier and the old Overslaugh dam. The latter work, although not estimated for by 
the board, is absolutely necessary to the formation of a straight channel conforming with the direction of 
the dike. The salient angle of this dam not only tends to deflect the current towards the opposite shore, 
thereby creating irregularities in the bed of the river, but, from its proximity to the centre of the channel, 
must be regarded as a great nuisance to the river navigation. A buoy has been placed opposite the 
eastern point of the dam, to guard vessels against running upon it. Machinery has been recently con- 
structed for the purpose of removing these old works, which it is intended to do, as far as practicable, 
by dredging. The cost of raising these dams will no doubt greatly exceed the estimate of the board, being 
solid masses of timber and stones; the former of which material, at the Overslaugh dam, is strongly con- 
nected together with iron bolts. A portion of the shore of Beacon island has been filled in with sand, in 
order to correct the irregularities of its outline, and thus avoid the eddies which the reaction of the water 
in its curves would have produced. A further improvement, however, will be required next year. In the 
latter part of June, the dike running from the lower part of this island towards the west shore was com- 
menced; its direction being nearly parallel with the general course of the opposite or eastern shore. The 
object of this dike is the removal of the lower Overslaugh bar, and the attainment of a comparatively 
straight channel to Van Wie’s Point; 1,700 feet of this dike were graded on the 30th ultimo, and the revet- 
ment for the most part completed. It is contemplated, should the weather permit, to finish from 500 to 
700 feet more this season; which, with a range of piling and brushing, that has been carried down on the 
line of the dike for about 1,500 feet, it is expected will give such direction and force to the current as to 
open a straight channel into the deep water below Van Wie’s pier. Two of the government steam 
dredges have been employed on this section since the reeommencement of the work in the summer; and a 
third was added from the middle section on the 17th of August. The quantity of sand excavated by the 
machines during the season, to include the 30th of September, aud placed in the several works under 
construction on this section, was 91,307.98 cubic yards; of which 79,040.83 cubic yards were removed 
from the Overslaugh bars, and 12,267.15 cubic yards from two other points on the river not immediately 
benefiting the navigation; making the whole quantity of sand dredged and placed in dikes and dam on 
this section, to include the 30th ultimo, 176,123.82 cubic yards, of which 163,856.67 cubic yards were 
taken from the Overslaugh. 

The principal embarrassment experienced the present season by vessels navigating the Hudson is 
attributable to several causes, some of which are not generally understuod. For many years after the 
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construction of the old works, which now embarrass the navigation of the river, the channel, after passing 
the Overslaugh dam, diverged towards the east shore, running close to the bank of the river on that side; 
the shore being so bold as to admit steamboats and other vessels to lie close alongside the bank. At the 
same time an extensive flat existed between this channel and Beacon island. After taking a circuitous 
course, the channel finally passed near the tail of Van Wie’s pier, which runs from the east shore, and thus 
gained the deep water of what was called the west channel. In course of time the eastern shore was so 
much worn, probably by the united action of the swell created by steamboats and the abrading force of 
the flood, as to partially fill up the channel. A new outlet was then dredged near to Beacon island, taking 
the shortest course into deep water on the west side. This channel is what is termed the “ Dug-way.” 
The water having been diverted into the new outlet, and sweeping with considerable velocity around the 
tail of Beacon island, has reduced the alluvial deposit to its present dimensions, or nearly one-half of its 
former size. The construction of the dike running from the lower part of this island, necessarily involved 
the closing up of “the Dug-way” channel; which, from the moment it was crossed, cut off the means of 
communication with Albany and Troy, by vessels drawing over five or six feet water, except during an 
unusually high tide brought in by a southerly wind. Vessels seeking an outlet were thus grounded on 
the extensive flat alluded to; and most of the masters attempted to work their vessels over the bar at the 
extremity of the dike, as it progressed, in order to reach the deep water sooner. This not only delayed 
our work some six weeks or two months, but aggravated the evil in consequence of the eddies produced 
by so many vessels in proximity to each other. 

The waste sand from the dike and dredges was carried and lodged around the bottoms of the 
grounded vessels, creating greater difficulties at every step of our progress. The embarrassment finally 
became so great as to compel the masters of vessels to resort to the old eastern channel, which, although 
much filled up since its abandonment, afforded considerable relief to vessels of the hghter draught of 
water, more especially to steamboats. At the request of the authorities of the cities of Troy and Albany, 
one of the United States steam dredges was employed about the middle of September in excavating a 
straight channel parallel with the direction of our dike into the deep water beyond. This has been 
effected within a few days, and I apprehend but little difficulty will be experienced the remainder of the 
season at this point. It is proper to remark that the water has been lower in the Hudson this year than 
has been known since the year 1816, This alone would have produced embarrassment to the navigation 
under ordinary circumstances; much more so when, by the operation of the dredges, the sand was kept 
in constant motion, forming an accumulating evil below the work, which the water, at its extreme low 
stage, was unable to alleviate. As the dike progressed, a depth of from 63 to 7 feet water was obtained by 
the action of the downward current alone. <A freshet of about five feet is now in the river, which will, 
without doubt, have a beneficial effect in correcting any little irregularities that may exist in the channel. 

The progress of the work during the season has been entirely satisfactory. The labor on all the 
sections has been performed by the day, and the work executed in a more thorough manner, and generally 
at much less cost to the government than last year. The early date at which the appropriation became 
available has enabled us to accomplish not only much more than could have been effected had the means 
been withheld until half the working season had elapsed, but with much greater economy. This has been 
particularly the case on the middle section, where, by taking advantage of the higher stage of water 
after the partial subsidence of the spring freshet, that portion of the dike passing over the shoal was 
constructed at much less expense than it could have been done for during the low stage of water. 

A table showing the comparative cost of the different descriptions of work on the several sections 
for each year, since the commencement of the improvement, will be forwarded to the department as soon 
as it can be prepared. 

Project of operations for the year 1838.—On the upper section it is proposed to construct 1,000 feet of 
the low dike running from the foot of the sloop lock towards Hog island, and to excavate as much sand 
from the bed of the river as will be sufficient for the formation of the body of the dike. 

On the middle section it is contemplated to finish the revetting of Hart’s island and a portion of the 
east shore above, extending to near the bend. Neither of these works has been estimated for by the 
board of engineers, but they are necessary for the security of the shore on that side of the river. It is 
also proposed to revet Base and Lower Patroon’s islands, and, with a view to the removal of “ Fish-house 
shoal,” to construct a dike connecting this latter island with Upper Patroon’s island. This dike is but 
partially estimated for by the board; its length will be 6,770 feet, while that proposed by the board is 
only 2,350 feet, extending about 1,000 feet below the old dam at the Fish-house shoal. The cost of the 
proposed improvement, however, will not greatly exceed the cost of the dike as estimated by the board, 
together with that of the dam intended to connect Lower Patroon’s island with the west shore; which 
latter work will be unnecessary shonld the dike itself be continued to the island. 

To remove the numerous shoals in the vicinity of those islands, it is conceived, will require more 
extensive works than those proposed by the board; a project for which will be submitted at some future 

The annual drawing of this year will, however, illustrate their position and extent. 

On the lower section it is proposed to carry down the dike running from the foot of Beacon island to 
within 450 feet of the west shore, conforming in direction generally with the opposite shore of the river, 
This would enable vessels, after the removal of Van Wie’s pier, and two sunken rocks now incommoding 
the channel, to run a perfectly straight course from Beacon island to Van Wie’s Point. This dike will, 
when completed, be 6,000 feet in length—differing from that proposed by the board 3,100 feet, and exceed- 
ing it in cost about $14,000. The removal of 700 feet of Van Wie’s picr, a portion of the old Overslaugh 
dam, and the sunken rocks before alluded to, is estimated for the next year. Only the former work enters 
into the project of the board; but the removal of the two latter obstructions is indispensable to the per- 
fecting of the navigation from below Bogart island to Van Wie’s Point. The channel shores of Bogart 
and Beacon islands it is contemplated to straighten and revet anew. 

In order to open a more direct channel from the city of Albany to the Overslaugh, it is proposed to 
construct a continuous dike, joining on to the main near the railroad depot, and running parallel with 
the southern line of the same until opposite its eastern extremity; from thence pursuing nearly a straight 
course to its junction with Bogart island. The construction of this dike will render nugatory the object 
of the dam between Westerloo and Bogart islands; still it will have had its beneficial effects upon the 
navigation of the river, by throwing the body of water upon the Overslaugh. It will also greatly 
facilitate the construction of the dike proposed, by cutting off the cross current towards the west shore. 
The whole length of this dike will be 6,720 feet, and it will supersede the necessity of the following 
works estimated for by the board, viz: a dam of 200 feet in length, connecting Westerloo with Small 
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island; a dike 1,700 feet in length, running from the head of the latter island downwards; and a dike 
connecting with the head of Bogart island, and running upwards for 1,400 feet. The estimated cost of 
these works differs but little from the probable cost of the dike intended to be substituted for them. 

Two other dikes on the opposite shore, and a modification of the one uniting Bogart and Beacon 
islands, will be necessary to perfect the improvement of the river between the city of Albany and Van 
Wie’s Point. These works, however, are not proposed to be constructed next vear, but will be indicated 
on the annual drawing in illustration of the general effect to be produced, which is the attainment of a 
comparatively straight and nearly uniform width of channel and consequent equality in the depth of 
water—the latter being not less than ten feet at its ordinary low stage. A vessel leaving Albany, with 
the wind free, will then be enabled to reach the head of Beacon island without any variation in her 
course, 

To accomplish all the work proposed for next year will require the construction of two additional 
steam dredging machines and twenty-cight lighters, the cost of which is included in the estimate. These 
were proposed to be built the present year, but the appropriation for the improvement was too limited to 
admit of any portion of the funds being used for that purpose. 

Some legislation seems to be absolutely required in order to preserve the machinery employed from 
damage by vessels and rafts coming in contact with the dredges and lighters whilst operating on the 
river. They are, from their position, necessarily very much exposed, and have already sustained injury 
to a large amount, without taking into consideration loss of time and consequent detention to the work. 
Considerable damage has also resulted to the improvement from the velocity with which the passenger 
steamboats have been in the practice of passing the works whilst under construction; the great wave 
created by their rapid motion through the water sweeps over the unfinished portion of the dikes, destroy- 
ing the newly-made slopes and otherwise injuring the work and machinery. This may be remedied by 
restricting the speed of steamboats to six miles per hour whilst passing the works under construction, 
and at such distances before the approach to and departure from them as may be found necessary for 
their safety. Another great evil under which the work has Jabored on the lower section has arisen from 
the reckless manner in which many of the masters of vessels navigating the river have forced them upon 
and around the work and machinery, by which our operations have been greatly impeded, and, in some 
instances, entirely suspended. The pecuniary loss to the government from this cause during the months 
of August and September has been considerable, and the progress of the work very much retarded. 
Some law is required by which those disposed to interrupt the operations in the manner pointed out may 
be restrained, in order that a recurrence of the difficulties experienced the last two seasons may be 
avoided. 

As the present improvement is designed to free the Hudson from existing embarrassments as well 
as from future obstruction, it would seem desirable that as little foreign matter should be introduced into 
the river as possible. With this view, a prohibitory law is called for against the deposit of mud or 
other substance in any part of the river within reach of the current. I have called the attention of the 
department to these matters, believing that the interests of the improvement require some prompt action 
on the subject. 

The annual statement of the amounts expended and funds available, to include the year ending on 
the 30th of September, 1837, together with the general statement of appropriations, &c., of each year up 
to the same period, as also the estimate of the amount required to complete the project of operations for 
the year 1838, are herewith transmitted. 

The annual drawing of the works completed and under construction, with those proposed to be built 
next year, will be forwarded to the department as soon as it can be prepared. 

All which is very respectfully submitted. 

HENRY BREWERTON, Captain of the Corps of Engineers, 

Brigadicr General Cuartes Gratiot, Chief Engineer. 
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Estimate of funds requisite for the operations of the improvement of the navigation of the Hudson river, New 
York, during the year 1838, exhibiting the nature, cost, and application. 


FIRST SECTION. 


Dredging, 8,000 cubic yards....... MARTENS Wibaeeaaeiee ss Serer rT rT eT Tee 800 00 
Dike, 1,000 running feet......... pV attra kanes KERR CE CAE UO RaW eS reer 3, 920 00 
ee re eee ee haeeren kta Paws eee eRe SRS OED ‘ebeens 1, 672 41 
COTE CeCe eee ae eee Tee i eneneds TCC ee ee eee eee eee eT ee ee 87 37 

ID Seti Pot aay he bei un Wek als eR eo Caw RES SRK SD citeumars 6,479 78 





SECOND SECTION, 





Dredging, 145,390 cubic yards...+..... pxawes Ree Rie CeO EAE NA ORAS eARARAS secee. $5,989 00 
Dike, 6,770 running feet............. pe aia ene eden a ee ere ee ee errr 45, 968 30 
ee Cnn er ONT FUN si coe is oe aNS WW aed RR eee e eee Fhe ORs See e OSS 9,612 30 
eo capita pags LUPO E COATT LERERD KIRA RANTES CV EAE ADDS DORA EN HERR AYRE ERS 14, 341 44 
Ee ee ee ee eee cowie eels VWHENGSacawncdea wees oe 749 24 

ee I 0k. peda auke enue k soe ae kwns ewe x Bikes ite eae ee eeee 76, 610 28 
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THIRD SECTION, 
Dredging, 185,790 cubic yards................ re ee Ree oceseaee bens ere oe $8, 128 45 
ee eae Gea evecetankwene es ere eer Teer 54, 730 00 
Protecting islands, 2,230 running feet.................4. ee ee rere Leia vende 3, 763 12 
femoving old dams, 1,900 running feet.................- peeked (kee Fe eeceeks nk 20, 524 46 
i CSCC ANGE Sed he Kea eee SOE Rowe Hews ain Wn Ae ak 2,000 00 
ESI OC ee eee ee eee eee eee ee eee ee ee eee ee eee ; Seo ereukes 28, 286 15 
EE EE Ee re ee ee Pee eee ere ‘ene she Seay 1,477 76 
For third section........ (tke AeKR Rade wee a Peeaes ines eK ERO REE CARED -. 118,909 94 
RECAPITULATION, 
SC CULE ise x neds ee ere Ter rere hen ere ee eee eee ree ee ' 6,479 78 
EE ies in PER KEDa hb wkd eh ey ee ree ee PECRERELEIE SORE - 76, 610 28 
Third section......... (PUP eiwiae chad Sooi uns Heres PA Ves 4s KORO WKERS ib eeWi Cees does 118, 909 94 


202, 000 00 


Respectfully submitted. 
HENRY BREWERTON, Captain of Engineers. 
ENGINEER OrricE Hupsow River Improvement, Z’roy, New York, October 28, 1837. 


Memoir—Improvement of the harbor of New Brunswick. 


“For improving the harbor of New Brunswick, by removing the obstructions in the Raritan river, accord- 
ing to a plan reported to the War Department by Hartman Bache.” 
GoveRNor’s Istanp, New York, October 15, 1837. 

Sir: The improvement of the harbor of New Brunswick, New Jersey, was commenced in April last, 
upon the plan reported to the War Department, as referred to in the appropriation above quoted. 

The obstructions in the Raritan river proposed to be removed in the plan reported consist of a bar 
just below New Brunswick; rocks a little above South river, represented in the plan reported to be a 
continuous ledge across the river; a bar about a mile and a quarter below Crab island, called the Middle 


Ground; and a bar at the mouth of Red Root creek, called the Stakes. 

It was proposed, in the plan reported, to remove the bar obstructions by dredging, and the rocks by 

blasting. 
The principal obstruction is the bar near New Brunswick; it is of greater extent than any of the 
others, and had less water upon it than any of them before the improvement was begun, the depth in 
some parts of it having been less than four feet at low water. Dredging has been adopted for its improve- 
ment, as proposed in the plan reported. About three-fourths of the work required for this bar has been 
done; vessels drawing five fect can now pass it at low water; when finished, vessels drawing six feet 
will be able to pass it. The bar is composed, for the most part, of crumbled fragments of slate of an 
imperfect formation. The course of the channel over the bar is near the bank of the river, which is formed 
of this slate. 

The accumulation of the fragments constantly falling from the bank has caused the bar to be formed. 
If a channel made by dredging on the opposite side of the river, where the bank is a meadow, could be 
maintained in other respects, it would be obstructed in but a comparatively limited degree by the accu- 
mulation just referred to. But it is believed it could not be maintained, for the reason that the course of 
the river is such that the currents would flow with greater velocity in the existing channel, and the effect of 
this would be to cause the alluvial matter suspended in the current to be deposited where there was the 
least velocity. The existing channel is on the outward side of a bend in the river, where, as in all similar 
cases, the currents naturally flow with the greatest velocity. 

The crumbled fragments composing the bar are heavier than sand, and are not liable to be displaced, 
except by the freshets that occur on the breaking up of the ice in the spring. These freshets produce, 
generally, a slight change in the bar, somewhat beneficial, though not of sufficient extent to be worthy 
of consideration. 

I consider the operation of dredging to be adapted only to situations where there is very little or no 
current, or where the obstruction to be removed by it, on account of its weight or its tenacity, is not 
liable to displacement by currents existing, or that may be produced by artificial means. The obstruction 
near New Brunswick may be ranked with the class last stated, and therefore dredging is well adapted to 
its removal. 

But dredging will not answer so well for the bars at the Middle Ground and the Stakes. 
formed of alluvial deposits, liable to constant displacement by the ordinary currents, which have greater 
velocity at them than at the bar near New Brunswick, and their velocity may be much increased by 


They are 


artificial means. 
They might be deepened by dredging, but the effect of the ordinary currents and the waves would 


soon fill them up again, unless means should be adopted to contract the width of the channel, and in that 
way to increase the velocity of the current sufficiently to wear away the lighter particles from the bottom, 
and to keep them suspended until they should be carried to a point where their being deposited would be 
attended with no injury to the navigation. In that ease the dredging would be a superfluous expense, as 
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the scraping or scratching the bottom, to facilitate the effect of the currents, would answer every pur- 
pose, and would cost a great deal less than dredging. 

The width of the river is greatly increased below Crab island, and the sudden expansion is one of 
the causes of the formation of the bar at the Middle Ground. 

By the expansion the freshet current is suddenly exhausted, and it is ultimately checked by the sea 
current somewhere in the vicinity of the Middle Ground. The channel should be contracted so as to 
carry it beyond that point, and also beyond the Stakes. 

The obstruction at the Stakes appears to be produced by the continuance of the ebb tide in Red 
Root creck for a longer period than in the Raritan; in consequence of which, it meets the flood tide of the 
Raritan at the mouth of the creek, and the meeting produces still water, which causes any sediment in 
either stream to be deposited. The position and shape of the bar seem to indicate the result that might 
be naturally expected from the circumstances just described. 

The remedy would be to run a pier from the upper side of the mouth of the creek down the Raritan 
far enough to produce and maintain distinctness between its current and that of the creek. 

The rock obstruction is not a continuous ledge, as it is represented to be in the plan reported. In 
the soundings made on two occasions with an iron rod, the rocks encountered were discovered in every 
instance to be detached; they appeared to be fragments, not very large and not deeply imbedded, as was 
inferred from the fact that the rod readily penetrated the sand alongside of them. 1 think it would be 
easy to remove them, and perhaps more so than to find them. 

The work carried on this season for the removal of the bar near New Brunswick has been conducted 
with means furnished by the Delaware and Raritan Canal Company, and under the immediate manage- 
ment of the officers of that company residing at New Brunswick. A very good dredging machine, belong- 
ing to the company, was brought from the Delaware river, with two scows, and put upon the work. The 
machine is worked by a steam-engine of about a six-horse power. Men in the employ of the company, 
who are accustomed to work of the kind, were also furnished by the company, and their services have 
been charged for at the same rate the company had to pay them. The fuel consumed in working the 
engine is also charged at the rate paid for it; and to cover the expense of providing oil, hemp, &c., and 
vasual repairs, and the allowance that should be made for the wear and tear of the vessels and machinery, 
a daily rate is charged as the equivalent of the value of these several items. The company does not 
expect or wish to make any profit directly out of the operations carried on, with the means furnished by 
them, in the manner described. They know the improvements to be made will be chiefly beneficial to 
them, and from the time they were commenced they have done all they could in aid of their prosecution, 
and the assistance they have afforded has been essentially advantageous. 

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
JNO. S. SMITH, Brevet Major, Corps of Engineers. 


General C. Gratior, Chief Engineer, &c., City of Washington. 


i. 
LoutsvitLE, Kentucky, August 2, 1837. 

Sir: My operations in the great raft of Red river were closed on the 25th of May last, excepting 
the crew of the steam snag-boat “ Eradicator,” which was transferred to the steamer “ Java,” to work 
until the 25th of June, the Java being a much lighter boat, and better calculated to perform a work 
highly necessary and important to be executed during that period. The Java worked to the date above 
specified, and arrived at Louisville on the 12th of July. During the last season the raft was removed 
quite through that part that had been formed previously to the summer freshet of 1836, 

On the 25th of May the work was closed. The Java, the headmost boat in the operation, was within 
four hundred and forty yards of the extreme upper end of the entire formation of the great raft. That 
part (four hundred and forty yards) that remained unmoved was by no means as dense and difficult to 
remove as the average of the last fifty miles below. The water is now flowing freely through the whole 
of the river where the raft was located. In the last year about twelve and three-quarters miles of it 
were removed, the distance having been ascertained from the field-notes of Mr Alexander, United States 
surveyor. A canal was also excavated across a narrow point of land, through which the whole channel 
of the river now flows, and shortens the distance three miles. The bayous that had formerly drained off 
from the river a very large portion of the water have all been sufficiently stopped, excepting one, (the 
Willow chute, ) which will take in all the timber that now remains at the head of the raft, and which will 
sufficiently stop it. The water is now operating with full force on the upper section of the river, where 
the raft was located, a distance of about fifty miles. From the 25th of May to the 25th of June the 
steamer Java removed nearly all the roots and snags that had then risen to the surface of the water from 
the Twelve-Mile bayou to the Willow chute, a distance of about thirty miles. The work now remaining 
to be executed to open a navigation through the whole line of the raft is to remove the four hundred and 
forty yards left undisturbed on the 25th May last, and what may accumulate from that time until the 
work is again resumed, which time will depend entirely on the action of Congress. The appropriation of 
the last session of 865,000 has all been expended, and exceeded some few dollars. To complete the work 
will require an appropriation of fifty thousand dollars, viz.: to remove the balance of the raft, and to 
extract from the bed of the river the snags that will rise from its bottom, by being loosened from the 
mud by the action of the water on the bed of the river, in the upper fifty miles; and to remove the 
numerous trees that will fall into the river in all that part of it where the raft was formerly located, 
(one hundred and sixty miles;) and to fell the trees that are liable to cave in with the banks where the 
river is now foreing its bed to the original width of the stream, which is occasioned by the action of a 
powerful current that is now flowing the whole extent of the former location, and which had been excluded 
from its natural course for centuries. To enable me to accomplish this important work during the next 
year it will be necessary for an appropriation to be made at the ealled session of Congress in September. 

The importance of the work is so well understood by the department that it is not necessary for me 
to make any remarks on that subject, notwithstanding I beg leave respectfully to state that this improve- 
ment is of the greatest importance to the government ina military point of view. The Red river leads 
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to, and, by the removal of the remainder of the raft, will open a safe and easy steamboat navigation to 
the heart of the Indian settlements on the west side of the Mississippi river, as well as to an extensive 
line of the Texas frontier. The country above the raft is also populating with great rapidity. Its settlers 
are now shut in from market, which will be of easy access if the remainder of the raft can be removed, 
which requires nothing but the means to carry on the work. TI can now make a ealeulation, that 1am 
willing to stake my reputation on, that the whole obstruction can be removed in three months after the 
appropriation is made, if done in the ensuing fall; but if it is postponed to the reguiar session the appro- 
priation, if then made, would be too late to admit of executing the work during the ensuing winter and 
spring, and, consequently, must lie over until the fall of 1838. It is impracticable to obtain laborers to 
execute that work in the summer months. The country where the raft is located affords no labor, The 
force necessary to remove these obstructions must be taken from the Ohio river. Under all those circum- 
stances, I hope the department will call for and obtain an appropriation sufficient to finish the improvement 
at the called session in September next. I must be permitted, also, to state further that, in point of 
economy, it will be some twenty thousand dollars in favor of an early appropriation, so as to enable me 
to remove the remainder of the raft during the ensuing winter, instead of allowing the work to lie over 
one year longer, in which time the quantity of timber to be removed will be much increased by the 
accumulation on the head of the remaining raft. 

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
HENRY M. SHREVE. 
Brigadier General ©. Gratiot, Chief Engineer, Washington, D. C. 


c 
« 
° 


H No. }. 
Mewpuis, April 16, 1837. 


Sir: The subjoined report embraces such material facts relating to the removal of the great raft in 
Red river as a careful examination enabled me to collect, and exhibits the present condition of the work, 
the results produced by what has already been expended upon its improvement, and contains an exact 
statement of what remains at this time to be accomplished; all of which is respectfully submitted. 

That portion of Red river usually denominated the “raft” at the period when the work of improve- 
ment commenced, extended from about the mouth of Loggy bayou to a point five miles below the Caddo 
village—a space of two hundred and fourteen miles. 

The precise proportion of this distance occupied by raft it is not possible to ascertain; to estimate 
it at one-third, it is believed, would be within the true amount. 

Any conjecture as to the probable period of its first formation would be uncertain and unimportant; 
sufficient evidence, however, exists to fix the date anterior to the settlement of the country, and the banks 
of the river exhibit indubitable proofs that the raft once extended as low as the rapids, within fifty miles 
of the confluence of Red river and the Mississippi, to which point the back water of the latter stream 
frequently extends, and there arrests the drift from Red river. © Oceasionally, even now, when the 
waters of the Mississippi are higher than those of Red river, rafts of considerable magnitude accumulate 
at this point. It is not improbable that at this place and from this cause the raft commenced. Once 
formed, the serpentine course of the stream is such as to secure it against the possibility of removal, 
except by artificial means or by the slow process of decay. The annual increment has generally been 
estimated at two miles. This supposition has not been confirmed by facts. When I visited the raft in 
1828 it reached within a very short distance of the Cuschatte chute; it now extends three miles above 
that point, making the average annual increase less than half a mile. The yearly extension of the raft 
near its present head has been lessened by the immense quantity of drift that is carried into Lake Sheodo 
through several large bayous, which in that vicinity have broken from the river into tiie lake. The 
upward progress of the raft appears less in the aggregate than it would do if estimated by the extent of 
each year’s addition. Occasionally, large portions detach themselves from rafts of recent formation, and, 
in descending, carry with them, by their weight, such smaller ones as are unable to resist their momentum; 
thus gathering strength as it descends, the mass moves on until it is arrested by a raft too firmly fixed 
to give way. In this manner the accumulation of two or three years is sometimes condensed into less 
space than was at first occupied by the formation of one season. ; 

At the point of impact of the moving and stationary rafts the logs are subjected to an immense 
pressure, and consequently assume a very compact form; this, I doubt not, is the origin of what is termed 
a “sunken raft,” the timber of which is confined below the surface of the water, In many places filling 
the river to the bottom by the pressure thus applied and not by its specific gravity. 

This is made manifest in its removal, when the extraction of one large and strong jog not unfre- 
quently liberates a score of others before unseen, having been held down by the weight of the timber 
heaped on them. 

The raft region may now be considered under three divisions, viz: that from which the raft is entirely 
removed, extending one hundred and forty-five miles from the commencement; that in which the raft is 
cut up and pulled to pieces, but not floated off, thirty-three miles in extent, and that which has not yet 
been commenced, six miles in extent. 

Fully to understand the situation of the obstructed portion of the river at the time the work was 
commenced, it will be necessary to premise that each raft acted as a dam, and expelled the water from 
within the banks in proportion to the solidity of the raft. The water thus forced from the channel, after 
passing through the extensive lakes which lie parallel to the general course of the river on each side, 
finds its way back into the bed of Old river, only to be again expelled by the first raft it encounters, and 
ultimately falls in entirely below the raft through Cross bayou, Bayou Pierre, Cuschatte bayou, and 
numerous other smaller inlets. 

The expulsion of the water from the channel caused it to contract, and willow bars have formed on 
one or the other side of the river throughout nearly the whole raft region. 

The removal of the obstructions from the bed of Old river opened successively, as it progressed 
upwards, the mouths of these several inlets. The refuse of the raft was, as far as practicable, placed in 
the outlets, thug augmenting at each step the volume of water until it reached Cross bayou, the highest 
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tributary of any importance. To convey off this enlarged stream, a corresponding increase of the 
channel is required. If this enlargement could be effected by the removal of the willow bars, little 
additional labor would be required upon that portion of the river from which the raft has been removed, 
since these bars, being covered with a small growth, their caving in could not seriously injure the 
navigation, 

This, unfortunately, is not the ease; the willow bars are generally points; the caving is in the bends 
directly opposite to these points, where the growth of timber is of the largest dimensions, and forms, when 
it falls in, a dangerous obstacle. From the mouth of Bayou Pierre, upwards, the banks are giving way 
under the action of the current; this furnishes a strong evidence of an increase in the quantity of water 
in Old river, near the foot of the raft. Another, equally conclusive, is drawn from the fact that 
streams which, before the commencement of the improvement, flowed from Bayou Pierre into Old river, 
now run in the opposite direction, carrying off a portion of the surplus water from Old river. These 
outlets will relieve the banks until the channel has become sufficiently large to contain the stream. 

The presence of a snag-boat will be necessary in those portions of the river which have been cleared 
of rafts, as well to remove the large trees which fall in, as to break up the small rafts that are constantly 
forming from the descending debris of the large one above. These small rafts are easily removed and 
are slowly progressing down the stream as they are occasionally detached and set in motion by the 
passage of a boat. At the commencement of this work there was little or no current; and in all cases 
that portion of clear river contained between the foot of a raft and the mouth of the inlet next below 
was cither dead water, or had a current so sluggish as to be unavailing in carrying off the detached 
masses of raft as they were disengaged by the boats. The loosened logs could consequently be disposed 
of in no other way than by towing them out of the stagnant water or by drawing them on shore or into 
the island chutes. Either alternative was laborious and slow; the latter expedients were adopted 
generally. 

Much of this timber, by a subsequent rise, floated back into the river, and had to be removed the 
following season ; and as it was not cut into short pieces, it is still occasionally found obstructing the 
navigation and aiding in the formation of small rafts that will render further labor necessary on that part 
of the river from which all obstructions have been once removed. Merchant boats are constantly passing 
and repassing, and will prevent the formation of large rafts ; the trees which fall in with the banks can 
only be removed by the snag-boats. The next portion of the river is that in which the raft has been 
entirely loosened and the logs cut up, but which remains to be removed by the joint influence of the boats 
and such current as, it is hoped, will soon find its way from the head of the raft. 

With a view to secure in the bed of Old river all the water that percolates the raft, the outlets below 
have been as well stopped as the use of imperfect materials would admit; much water which transpires 
through the raft is still carried off by Willow chute and Benoit and Jake’s bayous. Although the river 
above the raft is high, that part which lies in it has experienced but little change. Cross bayou, which 
brings the largest volume of the water from the head of the raft and discharges it into Old river at its 
foot, backs up the water of Old river to the present foot of the cat-up raft; here it is likely to remain 
until the fall of the water shail create a current, or the opening of the raft above shall admit a head of 
water. 

Nearly the whole extent of this section of the river is covered with logs and timber cut up short and 
divested of all roots or limbs, and entirely freed from anything that might retard its course down; nothing 
now is wanting but a current to carry it off, and this is daily inereasing. The removal of a few yards of 
solid raft, at the point where the boats are now engaged, caused a fall of eighteen inches in the water 
above it, and a rise of six below. This is a most flattering indication; and as the remaining parts of the 
raft, with few exceptions, are of more open formation, a sufficient current to remove the cut-up raft may 
be created even sooner than is expected. That there must ultimately be a strong current is evident from 
the fact that above the raft the banks are now overflowed in places, while immediately below it, in Old 
river, they are seven feet above water. Following on down Old river to Cross bayou, which brings in 
the water forced out of the river at the head of the raft, and we find but three and a half feet banks. 
This height of bank continues for some distance down. 

There was a rise of several feet coming down from the raft which is a favorable cireumstance. 

There remain but six miles from the point at which the boats are now operating to the head of the 
raft ; of this nearly one-third is clear river ; so that there are in reality but little more than four miles of 
raft. With the exception of a small portion at the lower extremity, this part of the raft is comparatively 
loose, and admits of the passage of much water. 

The head of water raised by the raft gives a fine current where the boats are now at work, and 
materially aids the operation by carrying off the refuse as fast as it is extracted from the raft. 

From its more recent formation, the timber of this part of the raft is sounder, and consequently more 
difficult to cut or saw ; but this is overbalanced by its being less compactly jammed together ; so that, 
all things considered, the progress of the work is likely to be greater here than it was lower down the 
river. Ten and a half miles have already been accomplished since December ; it is, therefore, probable 
the work will be completed this season before the 25th of May, at which period the engagements of the 
hands expire. In this part of the raft there are several chutes putting out on the west side, carrying 
off into Lake Sheodo a large portion of the water of the river. 

These will be closed as soon as practicable, by which a very considerable accession of water will be 
had. Cuschatte, the most important of these chutes, was, at the time of my first examination, in 1828, 
above the head of the raft, which now extends three miles beyond this outlet. The effects of the raft in 
raising the water are nowhere more apparent than in this region; banks that are now overflowed were, 
in 1828, several feet out of the water, which was then about the same stage as at present. 

This effect is also manifest in those parts where it has been removed. 

Places which in 1828 were overflowed, now that the obstruction which caused the water to rise has 
been taken away, are entirely above high-water mark. 

This is particularly observable below Coates’s bluff. In addition to the removal of the remaining 
portion of the raft, there is work to be done near the lower bluff, at the head of Bayou Pierre. The river 
above this place passes along under the bluff, nearly to its lower extremity, where it deflects somewhat 
to the north, while the bluff makes about an equal deflection to the south. The river continues its new 
course for a mile and a half, then makes a short turn and flows back in a direction nearly parallel to its 
former course until it strikes and is reflected back from the bluff at the point where Bayou Pierre leaves 
the river, assuming a direction again parallel to its first course. 
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At a distance of about a mile from the bluff, in descending, the channel approaches within forty-two 
yards of a point on the river a mile above the bluff; this is precisely the place at which it makes the first- 
mentioned turn, To cut across this neck is a work of small magnitude ; the advantages are great. 
Besides saving two miles ‘in distance, it would be the means of withdrawing a large portion of the water 
from Bayou Pierre, which, it will be recollected, leaves the river just where it strikes the bluff. It will 
be the means also of avoiding two very sudden and difficult turns; and, by throwing an increased volume 
of water in Old river, will facilitate the enlargement of its dimensions, thereby improving the navigation, 
and decreasing the tendency which now exists to the reformation of rafts in narrow parts of the channel. 
Bayou Pierre, from its position, carries off a large body of water—perhaps nearly one-half of the whole 
quantity in the river; and this water does not again return to the channel until within fourteen miles 
An attempt was made to stop Bayou Pierre, but with only partial success. 


SE EEE. 





of Natchitoches. 

The proposed cut-off will be more effectual. 

It is extremely desirable that this work be completed during the present season, since upon its 
accomplishment depends, in a great measure, the settlement of an extensive and exceedingly fertile 
region. Independent of this consideration, there are others of sufficient weight strongly to urge the 
necessity of finishing the work this year. 

The accumulation of raft during the present high water will add to the expense if deferred. 
respectfully suggest that it appears to me indispensable that a snag-boat remain constantly on the river 
until the whole of the logs composing the raft shall have been floated off, and the current shall have 
enlarged the present channel till it is capable of holding the water which must pass through it. Until 
this is accomplished, there will be a constant accumulation of small rafts, formed by the drift lodging 
against the trees that have fallen in. Unless a boat be kept in the river during the summer, to break up 
and disperse these small rafts while they are of inconsiderable extent, they will be so consolidated before 
the winter navigation Commences as to give much trouble in their removal, and cause serious difficulty in | 
The new boat “ Eradicator” is well calculated for this duty, and, with a suitable crew, I 


I would 


the navigation. 
would render essential services during the season. 

It is difficult to form a just conception of the magnitude of this work, or fully to appreciate the 
important results that are to flow from it. 

The river is navigable more than a thousand miles above the raft, and through a region not surpassed 





in fertility by any on the continent. 

This extensive country is comparatively unsettled; its vast resources and wealth remain to be } 
developed. Although enterprise has pushed forward, notwithstanding the apparently insuperable barrier 
opposed by the raft, yet hundreds are looking to its removal as the signal for entering the country. The 
success of the undertaking, once involved in doubt, and the permanent advantages which must result 
from it, are no longer matters of uncertainty. 

The indefatigable industry, zeal, and perseverance of the superintendent have triumphed over diffi- 
culties well calculated to intimidate him; bayous have been closed with masses of timber; islands of 
huge logs, for centuries imbedded together, and covered with living trees, have been removed; the timber 
composing them has been dragged on shore, or, being cut up or cast upon the current, has passed away. 

Indeed, every mile in ascending bears evidence of the immense labor bestowed upon its improvement. 
This work will be rendered permanent by keeping a snag-boat on the river a year or two after the removal 
of the raft. By that time the channel will have enlarged itself, the refuse from the old raft will have 
passed off, and such banks as were liable to cave will have fallen. When all this shall have been accom- 
plished, there is no reason to apprehend the recurrence of a raft on Red river more than on any other of 





similar extent. 
I am, sir, very respectfully, 


A. HE. BOWMAN, Lieutenant of Engineers. 


General Cuarites Gratior, Chief Lngineer. 


H No. 2. 
Estimate of funds required for the removal of the great raft in Red river for the year 1838. 


$15, 000 00 
1,500 00 
2’ 400 00 


1. For one steamboat, fitted up with machinery and tools complete ..............05. ; 
2. For salary of two assistant superintendents six months, at $125 per month each. .... 
3. For salary of three assistants and one physician six months, at $100 per month....... 


vo. 
4. For four steam engineers six months........... eet ee ee eee ee er ee icten eh 1,500 00 
5. For two carpenters six months, at 8$90........... RE bas 6 SKS NEED REED NWS E® 600 00 
6. For two blacksmiths and four overseers six mouths, at $45 per month each........... 1, 620 00 
7. For 175 men six months, at $20 per month................... rere (ti ieeeeeas ye oe 
8. For subsistence for 195 men six months, at $8 50 per month each ..... Lu eimeuek GCs 9,945 00 
9. For cordage, lumber, iron, and steel........... PERE cee eee ee ee 5, 000 00 
10, Por wood for two boats (same time) .... 6 ..ccccss.ssseeecsres ere reer rT. Tr er 4,000 00 
11. For engine stores for same..... a ere reise lees ST ee er” 635 00 
12. For two keel-boats, fitted up for quarters for men............06% ete Tee eee Te 1, 000 00 
13. For repairs and addition to tools, &c........... Da oe ee PP es ee 1, 800 00 
SS er Ce ee ree eee aie 4,000 00 





70, 000 00 


HENRY M. SUREVE, Superintendent, &c. 


LovisviLLe, Kentucky, November 8, 183 
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LovrsvitLE, Kentucky, November 8, 1837. 

Sir: By reference to the monthly reports of the masters of the steam snag-boats Helepolis and 
Archimedes, on file at the department, it will be seen that 1, 894 snags have been removed from the bed 
of the Mississippi river, and that 18,141 trees have been felled from its caving-in banks during the year 
ending 30th September, 1837. On the 14th of November last the snag-boat Archimides was stove by 
raising a large snag, which sunk that boat, and of which the department has heretofore been advised. 

The appropriation made by act of Congress of the 2d March, 1837, for replacing that boat has been 
applied to that service. A new boat has been built, which was launched on the first day of this month, 
and will be finished and ready to proceed to work early in December. 

The steam snag-boat Helepolis continued her operations from the Ist of: October, 1836, to the 6th of 
March, 1837, when that boat was run up to New Albany, Indiana, where her engines were thoroughly 
repaired and removed from the old hull to a new boat built by authority of the department. The new 
beat left New Albany on the 22d of July last, and proceeded to work in the Mississippi river, where she 
is now operating. The new boat has been improved in her construction, so as to add to the facilities in 
removing snags at least twenty-five per cent., which will be seen by reference to Captain Smith’s report 
of work done in August and September last. 

I must again beg leave to recommend the felling of timber from the caving banks of the Mississippi 
river. Time and experience have sufliciently proved that that operation is very beneficial to the improve- 
ment of the navigation, or, rather, to prevent the accumulation of obstructions in its channels. The 
department has, however, had the opinion of several examining ofticers of the corps of engineers, who all 
concur with me in opinion on that subject. , 1 therefore hope that provision will be made for resuming 
that branch of the work, as per my estimate for next year. 

The losses by snags in the Mississippi river during the past year have been but trifling; and those 
which have occurred have been occasioned by boats being run too close to the shores or heads of islands. 
There are now no obstructions of consequence in that river, except such as accumulate from year to year. 

The work in the Ohio river was resumed by the steamers “Java” and “ Souvenir” in September, 
1836, and continued until the 24th of November following. In that time the dam running from Dog island 
to the head of Cumberland island was raised to a sufficient height, about one-half the distance across the 
river from the head of Cumberland island. The channel at the head of that island has been much 
improved during the last year by raising the dam, and the action of the current on the sand-bar through 
which it passes. No difficulty has occured in passing that point by boats that could get over the other 
shoals above or below its location. The dams at the Three Sister islands, and at Scuffletown bar, stand 
firm, and the channels over the shoals at those places are of sufficient depth for all boats to pass without 
touching the bottom. The dam at Three-Mile island has not yet been finished; still that shoal is by no 
means so difficult to pass as it formerly was. The dams at French island require to be raised, particu- 
larly that on the Kentucky shore. 

I have not been able to resume the works on the Ohio river this year for want of sufficient *appro- 
priation. The sum appropriated the last year, applicable to the improvement of the Ohio and Mississippi 
rivers, was $60,000. To rebuild and refit the snag-bout Helepolis required over twenty thousand of that 
sum. The balance will all be required to work that boat and the Archimedes to the first of March next. 

The steamboats formerly bought for the improvement of the Ohio river are all worn out in that 
service and the Red, Cumberland, and Arkansas rivers, in some of which they were constantly in opera- 
tion since they were purchased in 1832. To resume the work on the shoals of the Ohio river below the 
falls, it will be necessary to have two new steamboats, with the necessary small boats to carry rock, 
quarter men, &c. I must beg leave to recommend that sufficient appropriations be made for recom- 
mencing that work at the first low water next summer. There is now no longer a doubt of the practica- 
bility of deepening the channels of the Ohio river over the bars, so as to afford at least three feet six 
inches water at its lowest stage, from the Mississippi to Louisville. The works at the Grand chain, 
Cumberland island, Three Sisters, and Scuffletown bars, are a sufficient test of the entire success of the 
plan of wing-dams. Those were formerly the four worst shoals on the Ohio river.” Three of them, the 
Chain, the Sisters, and Scuffletown shoals, where the first experiments were made, are now unheard of as 
shoals in the river. The fourth, Cumberland island, where so much difficulty existed during the progress 
of the work, and for which I was so much abused by the boatmen, is now a good channel; and during 
the low water of the past summer no difficulty has existed, nor do I believe it will ever be a shoal here- 
after. Still, that work is not yet quite completed. It is necessary to add some rock to the dam to 
elevate it two feet higher, four hundred yards in length, on the end that joins Dog island. 

To enable the superintendent to proceed with this plan of deepening the channels of the Ohio river 
below Louisville, in 1838, it will require an appropriation of at least $80,000; and to continue the 
improvement of the navigation of the Mississippi river, from the mouth of the Ohio to New Orleans, 
$50,000, making an aggregate sum for the improvement of the Ohio and Mississippi rivers, from Louisville 
to New Orleans, of $130,000, and for which I have submitted an estimate as much in detail as the nature 
of the work will admit. 

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
HENRY M. SHREVE, Superintendent, de. 
Brig. Gen. C. Gratiot, Chief Engineer, Washington. 
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Estimate of funds required for continuing the improvement of the navigrtion of the Ohio and Mississippr 
rivers, from Louisville to New Orleans, during the year 1838. 


1. For safe-keeping and repairing the steam snag-boats Helepolis and Archimedes, 
from the Ist of March to the Ist of July, 1838....... ....... (ieeee’ jicace Ee 

2. For wages of crews of saine boats, from the Ist of July, 1838, to the Ist of March, 
ee ek ee MINE PRED 6 nin kk sc Sees eneo een ce ewes seexs bene secon 36,000 

3. For subsisting crews of same boats eight months; eighty men, at $8 50 per month 
RR e eee Re oo eee eee Ss ee ee a OCR ee re er ee eae 5, 440 
For wood required for the same boats cight months; 5,000 cords, at $2 T5...... 13, 750 


5. For engine stores, iron, lumber, and cordage, for the same boats eight months.... 4, 000 
6. For paying and subsisting fifty men four months, to fell timber on the caving-in 
Se a ee ee ate meee ET ee ae 


6, 810 
$50, 000 
7. Kor purchasing two steamboats to tow stone boats to build dams in the Ohio river 24, 000 


‘ 

8. For thirteen boats to carry rock and quarter laborers in on the Obio river....... 6, 500 

9. For wages of two assistants, at $125 for four months...........2 20. cece sence 1, 000 
10. For wages of fourteen overseers and mechanics ...........002.e eee eee nnes ... 3, 000 
11. For wages of two hundred and fifty men four months, at $20............... cove 90,000 
12. For subsisting two hundred and sixty-six men four months, at $8 50.......... .. 9,044 
is. For $000 conds of wood, at $2 50... . 2. ccc ccs ceases BS Once wa ne ek de Sa 5, 000 
14. For iron, steel, and tools, to be added to the stock on hand..................08- 5, 000 
en ee ee nee EO, TERINILIEET RED CUO os 5 lab Sh FESS owed 6 ose we kw e4a%s 1, 456 
16. For contingent expenses, hospital stores, transportation, my allowances, &c..... 5, 000 


80, 000 


130, 000 





HENRY M. SHREVE, Superintendent, é&e. 





Lovisvitie, Kentucky, November 8, 1837. 





I No. 2. 
Menpnts, August 31, 1837. 


Sir: In conformity with your instructions, I have twice during the past year visited and inspected 
the works progressing under the superintendence of Captain U. Shreve, for improving the navigation of 
the Mississippi and Ohio rivers. 

The same policy has been pursued in prosecution of these works during the current year that has 
hitherto been observed, and with the same satisfactory results. 

My first inspection from Mempiis to New Orleans was in November, 1836, and from the same point 
to Louisville in December of that year. The Helepolis and Archimedes conmenced work in October, aud 
continued, the first until the 7th of Mareh, 1837, and the latter until the 14th of November, when she 
was snagged and sunk, 

During this period the two boats removed from the bed of the river 1,136 snags; and cut from the 
banks 17,214 trees, which were likely soon to fall. The new boat Helepolis resumed work in July, and 
by the end of August had removed 334 snags and cut 927 trees. At my second inspection, in March, 
1837, the results of the winter and fall work of these boats was manifest in the increased security of nav- 
igation. The snags which had accumulated from the caving in of the banks during the spring flood had 
been generally removed. 

After their return from the Red river, the “ Eradicator” and “Java,” assisted by two machine boats, 
were engaged on the Arkansas river, On the Ist of September their books exhibit evidence of the 
removal of 252 snags from the bed of the river, 198 trees felled from the banks, and 823 logs removed 
from under the banks. [have seen nothing to change my views as to the propriety of continuing the 
cutting of trees on the banks. A careful observation of the coast, from New Orleans to Baton Rouge, has 
served rather to confirm the opinion hitherto expressed, that the Mississippi river can be entirely freed 
from snags only by removing the trees from such points as are liable to cave 

The river from New Orleans to Baton Rouge is net absolutely free from snags, but they form an 
obstacle to the navigation too unimportant to merit much attention, 

The banks of this part of the river have assumed a more gradual slope, and are consequently less 
liable to cave than those parts where they are perpendicalar and loaded with a growth of stupendous 
trees. In such places the current impii.ges against the shore with full force, and rapidly undermines and 
causes it to fall in, together with its covering of trees. 

As the settlement of the country advances, the navigation of the Mississippi will improve. 

The time is not far distant when, from the month of the Ohio to New Orleans, the navigation will be 
as safe as it now is from Baton Rouge, and from the same cause, viz: the clearing of the banks. In the 
meantime the usual annual appropriations will serve ty keep it clear from snags. IT have visited the works 
on the Ohio but once during the past year, and as the operations had been limited since the former inspec- 
tion, it was deemed unnecessary to repeat the visit. The channel at Oumberland island was gradually 
improving. 

That at the Sister islands was in perfect order. The dam at Three-Mile island not having been com- 
pleted, the desired improvement in the navigation had not been realized at that point. Flint island 
remained much as it had been the previous year. This bar has during the present low water been worse 
than any bar on the river. It cannot be permanently better until the works already recommended for its 
improvement shall have been completed. My duties have not permitted me to visit the Cumberland river. 




















— 
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At those periods when my engagements on the Memphis and St. Francis road would have permitted 
me to be absent for the purpose the Cumberland has been too high for inspecting the works. 
Such has been the case during the current month, when it was my purpose to have visited that river. 
I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
A. H. BOWMAN, Lieutenant of “ngineers. 
General Cuar.es Gratiot, Chief Engineer. 





K, 
LovursvitLE, Kentucky, November 13, 1837. 


Sm: The work for improving the navigation of the Arkansas river was commenced in August last by 
the steam snag-boat ‘“ Eradicator,” steamer Java, and two machine boats. By reference to the monthly 
reports of the captains of those boats, on file at the department, it will be seen that during the months of 
August and September there were removed from the channel of that river 553 snags, 3,068 logs and trees 
cut away from under its banks and on bars, and 5,015 trees felled from off the caving-in banks. 

The laborers employed on the boats in that river have been unusually sickly. The Java, with the 
machine boats, still continue the operations, and will continue to work until the spring rise in that river, 
at which time they will be laid up during the high water. The steam snag-boat Eradicator continued her 
operations up to the 27th of October, ultimo, when she run up to this place for a new crew and a fresh 
supply of stores; the crew having been shipped in July last up to the Ist instant, it was then contem- 
plated to send that boat to the Red river raft in this month. That boat is now refitting and shipping 
another crew to work either for the improvement of the Arkansas or Red river, as directed, and will be 
ready to proceed to either river by the 20th instant. The steam snag-boat ‘ H. M. Shreve,” built by Lieu- 
tenant John Sanders for the Ohio river, is also preparing to proceed to the Arkansas river, and will be 
ready in a few days to proceed to work. I am of the opinion that nearly all the most dangerous obstruc- 
tions in that river, from its mouth to Little Rock, will be removed during the ensuing winter and spring. 
Still there will remain much work to be done in that river to render its navigation safe. Its banks cave 
in with every freshet to great extent. Consequently the accumulation of obstructions is very great, and 
will require more or less work by snag-boats in the channel for many years to come. It is also necessary 
to fell the timber on its banks, to prevent the rapid accumulation of snags in its bed. I would therefore 
beg leave respectfully to recommend a further appropriation at the approaching session of Congress of 
$40,000, for which I have forwarded a detailed estimate of funds required for that purpose for the year 
1838, which I hope will be approved of by the department and appropriated by Congress. 

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
HENRY M. SHREVE, Superintendent, éc. 

Brigadier General C, Gratior, Chief Engineer, Washington. 





K No. 1. 


Estimate of the amount of funds required for continuing the improvement of the navigation of the Arkansas 
river during the year 1838. 


1. For refitting the steam snag-boat Eradicator..... ae ee eee Eee ee ee ee eee $4, 000 
2. For refitting machine boats and furnishing quarters for laborers.............0202eee ee see 6 OD 
3. For working the steam snag-boat Eradicator six months...........00cee eee eee ee ieee ae 
4. For working the machine boats and felling timber from banks.......... eer ore er ee in 
5. For working steam snag-boat Shreve four months, and refitting the same................-- 10, 000 
ee isin head cae ANSRNTSET EL MONUASESRA SEARS Cowes ee eesaenensense ee 

40, 000 


HENRY M. SHREVE, Superintendent, éc. 
Lovisvitie, Kentucky, November 13, 1887. 





Orrick Onto River Improvement, Pittsburg, November 4, 1837. 


Sir: In obedience to the circular of the Engineer department, dated 15th August last, I have now the 
honor to report the progress and state of the operations for the improvement of the navigation of the Ohio 
river above the falls, on the 30th September, 1837, and to transmit herewith forms Nos. 1, 2, filled up 
according to the requirements of enginecr order No. 4, some drawings of the work and machinery, and an 
estimate of the funds required for the service of 1838. 

The first appropriation for the present improvements was made in 1835, at which time there were 
neither surveys nor estimates exhibiting the nature of the obstructions, the character of the improve- 
ments, or their probable cost. The disposition of this appropriation was placed under the charge of 
Lieutenant Dutton, who made a ceconnoissance of the river, the result of which was reported to the 
department, with a table exhibiting the number of shoals, the depth of water and nature of bottom, and 
drawings of some of those points which were considered to present the greatest obstructions to the navi- 
gation. The general plan of improvements proposed was to concentrate the water into one volume when 
divided into several channels, and the removing of snags, logs, and detached rocks, from the bed of the 
river. Early arrangements were made for effecting the removal of the snags. A drawing of the boat 
machinery used for that purpose accompanies this report. Five such boats, with the necessary equipments 
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and tenders, now belong to the river service. In addition to these, a steam snag-boat was constructed 
this year, so that there is a sufficiency of that kind of machinery to remove all the remaining rocks and 
snags. 
The examination of the river, made by Lieutenant Dutton, was necessarily deficient in many of the 
details of a survey, which preliminary is of vital necessity in works requiring plans adapted to the 
irregular features of the bed and channel of the river. Last year the requisite instruments for making a 
survey were ordered for the works, some of them were received in time for me to have it commenced this 
summer. 

The river has been at a more uniformly high stage this season than during any of the previous ones 
since the first commencement of the operations for the improvements. Indeed, there has been no extremely 
low water since the summer of 18338. Throughout the past summer, steamboats either have or could have 
left this port on any day, the river not having been lower than two feet. It seldom gets below eighteen 
or twenty inches in the channel. Ilowever, the best information I have been enabled to obtain shows that 
it has been down as low as fifteen inches. It is at this low stage that the best and most satisfactory 
survey could be made, the bars being then well defined and the water clear. Most of these bars are sus- 
ceptible of and require improvement. ‘The velocity of the current at each ripple, the fall of the surface, 
the depth of water, and the area of the cross section, give the elements by which a comparison can be 
drawn between them. Itis found that the shoalest water is at those points where it is most spread; when 
it is concentrated it is always deep enough, and never so strong that boats cannot ascend it. I doubt 
whether there is a point above the falls where the surface velocity will exceed five miles per hour. It is 
not solely the swiftest current that presents the greatest resistance to the passage of ascending boats. 
The three principal elements of resistance to ascending boats are: 1. The velocity of the stream; 2. The 
height to be overcome from the fall of the surface; 3. The shealness of the water. The exact manner in 
which these are related and combined in making the resistance would be a beautiful but most intricate 
problem to solve. The steamboat Ploughman, haVing been found unsuitable for the service, was sold. 1] 
had a light draught stern-wheel boat built, particularly adapted to it; this boat has been used to advan- 
machine boats, stone scows, &c., transporting materials, and in my examination of the river 

In January last I made favorable arrangements at Louisville for building a steam snag- 
boat; the boat was launched in May, the engine put up in June, and all the machinery finished in July, so 
that on the Ist of August the steam snag-boat “ HW. M. Shreve,” (named in compliment to the worthy and 
ingenious inventor,) Commenced work under an experienced superintendent, Captain J. R. Dillingham, 
The boat answered my most sanguine expectations; the engine and machinery all working perfectly well. 
This boat is of sufficiently light draught to work up as far as Letart’s falls, drawing but little over three 
feet. The removal of snags above the falls of the Ohio presents a difficulty and expense not met with in 
the Mississippi. I refer to the disposition of the root of the snag. In the Mississippi it is dropped into 
a deep pool, where it immediately imbeds itself in the mud; but in the Ohio there is seldom an opportunity 
of thus disposing of it; we have to carry the roots ashore, and blast them with powder, so as to prevent 
he root has thus to be disposed of, it causes delay and expense 

The removal of large snags in the Ohio will 


tage in towing 


> 


and the works. 


them again forming snags. When t 
equivalent to double of that when it is dropped into a pool. 
average in cost about fifteen dollars apiece. 

The classification of the obstructions removed by the boats is Into snags, 
by their roots; logs, trees without the root; limbs or branches, parts of a tree; stumps; rocks, varying in 
size from ten to one hundred cubic feet; piles of drift, consisting of several snags and trees lodged in 
one place; and sunken boats, generally flatboats laden with coal. The operations for the improvement 
of the Ohio river are divided into three classes: Ist. The removal of all snags, logs, rocks, and sunken 
boats from the bed and channel of the river. In addition to which, it is hereafter contemplated to clear 
away all the leaning and fatlen trees from the banks. 2d. The construction of stone dams to concentrate 
the water into one channel, when it is divided by islands, or from other causes spread over too much 
space. 8d A survey of the river, comprising a complete hydrographical and topographical survey, 
giving the bars, channel, and shores; ascertaining the soundings and velocity of the current; and exhibit- 
ing everything necessary for the most judicious location of the dams, and the formation of the best- 
( The removal of snags, &c., was carried on with the steam snag-boat 


which are trees anchored 


adapted project of improvements. 
and the machine boats worked by manual power. 

The steam snag-boat cominenced work at Louisville on the first of August, and worked up as far as 
Letart’s falls, removing only the largest and most dangerous snags from the channel. On the 30th Sep- 
tember Captain Dillingham had removed 415 snags, seven branches or tree-tops, two sunken flatboats, 
and four piles of drift—making a total of 428 obstructions, at a cost of $4,048 28, being at the rate of 
$9 44 for each obstruction. The monthly expenses of this boat are about $2,000. The most of these 
snags were very large, many of them having a diameter of six feet at the butt, and being over one 
hundred feet long. . 

Machine boat No. 2, under Captain Benjamin Crooks, an experienced pilot and excellent manager of 
hands, was worked to great advantage. Te started in June and worked below Marietta; on the 30th 
September, having got down as far as Letart’s falls, he had removed 317 snags, 85 logs, 20 stumps, 10 
rocks, 793 branches, and six sunken boats—making a total of 438 obstructions, (not including limbs,) at 
a cost of $3,419 08, being at the rate of $7 80 for each obstruction. 

Machine boat No. 1 commenced at Wheeling on the Ist August, and by the 30th September had got 
as far down as the Long Reach, having removed 106 snags and logs, seven stumps, three rocks, and two 
sunken boats—making a total of 123 obstructions, at a cost of $2,595 43, being at the rate of $21 10 for 
each obstruction. - : 

Machine boat No. 8 worked between Wheeling and Brown’s island, and on the 30th of September 
had removed eight snags, sixty-three logs, seven stumps, and fourteen rocks—making a total of ninety- 
two obstructions, at a cost of $1,959 11, being at the rate of $21 29 for each obstruction. 

Machine boats Nos. 4 and 5 were not worked this season, being intended to work in low and clear 
water so as to remove the rocks and logs from the bottom of the river, It was deemed inexpedient to 
start them out, as the river continued turbid and high. 

The steam snag and machine boats were continued at work during the month of October; all the 
machine boats, boats for quarters, stone scows, Wc., are at this time laid up for the winter, in the very 
safe and excellent harbor of Steubenville. The steam snag-boat will be sent to the Arkansas until she 
is again required above the falls. From the commencement of the improvement up to the 30th of Sep- 
e c os 4 
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tember, 1837, there have been 3,303 obstructions of various kinds removed from the channel of the river 
by means of the boats. 

In his report of 1835, on the improvement of the Mississippi, Lieutenant Bowman says: “It is a well- 
established fact that snags do not move far from where they first fall in, the weight of the earth attached 
to their roots serving as ananchor. It is also well established that trees which once float seldom form 
snags. Admitting this, it is sufficiently evident that, if the banks are once cleared, there can be no sub- 
sequent formation of sn: igs.” He estimates the average cost of removing each snag, taken out of the 
Mississippi in 1384, at $8 and in 1835 at $138, the cost increasing as the numbe ‘rin the 1 river is diminished. 

His remarks bave been confirmed by my own observation on the Ohio. Therefore the cutting down 
and clearing away all leaning and fallen trees from the banks will hereafter form an essential part of the 
improvements on the Ohio above the falls. There will be more of this kind of work necessary between 
Marietta and Maysville than on any other part of the river. The steamboats Baltimore, Roanoke, and 
William Hulbert, have been sunk by snags during the last year. Several other ste: mboats have been 
seriously damaged by running against them. It would be almost impossible to ascertain the exact num- 
ber of flatboats “lost, but there have been a great many. 

The construction of the dams at Brown’s island for concentrating the water has progressed very 
favorably and with the most satisfactory result in deepening the water in the channel down the Virginia 
chute. The bar in this chute, which was heretofore the shoalest in the river, has now more water over 
it than there is at many other points. The increase in depth of water from the concentration by the dams 
is between cight and twelve inches. The current has not been increased more than a quarter of a mile an 
hour at the swiftest place, the greatest velocity being now 33 miles per hour. These are the only dams that 
have yet been attempted. The success is, however, sufficient to establish the full efficiency of the plan 
for improving the navigation at other points. The accompanying maps and drawing will give a goud 
conception of the character and objects of the works at Brown’s island. The wing dam at the middle bar 
was commenced in September, 1836, and finished in August last. It is 2,246 feet long, between three 
and four feet high, with a base of about twenty feet, containing 3,158 perche 8 of stone, “which was quar- 
ried and transported to the dam at a cost of $11,812 79, be ing at the rate of $ $3 74 per perch. This cost 
includes the purchase of boats and tools, which are applic able to other works, The stone in this dam is 
generally small, of such dimensions that two men could easily handle it. It was cast promiscuously in 
the dam’ from the scows. The dam over the head of the Ohio chute was commenced on the 1th of August 
last, the stone having been previously quarried. A quarry on the Ohio shore, a short distance below the 
site of the dam, was opened in October, 1836, to furnish stone for its construction, and another on the 
Virginia shore for the same purpose, The quarrying at both quarries was suspended in August, when it 
was supposed that stone enough had been got out, there being between 12,000 and 14,000 perches of stone 
quarried, On the 30th of September 4 4,231 perches of this stone had been boated to and thrown into the 
dam. The entire expenditure for quarrying and transporting stone to the dam, including the purchase of 
boats for quarters, stone scows, and tools, (all of which are still applicable to future works, ) amounts to 
$21,489 20. Allowing $16,000 for the expense of quarrying, $5,480 20 for boating to and throwing into 
the dam, it will make the cost of quarrying and transporting stone to the dam average about $2 25 per 
perch. It will take about 6,700 perches of stone to complete the dam, after deducting the work done in 
October, which amounts to about 2,300 perches. The dam has, therefore, at present about half the quan- 
tity of stone intended to be put in it. This dam when completed will be about 2,178 feet long, and about 11 
fect high at the deepest place. Its section has a base equal to seven times its height, with a flat rounding 
top, the slope up stream being the greatest, and made of the smallest stone, the large stone being thrown 
into the lower part or breast of the dam. The top of the dam is to be on a level with the water when 
the river is at a four feet stage on the shoals. By reference to the drawing, the position of the dam will 
be found nearly parallel to the opposite shore, and connecting the Ohio shore with the head of the island 
bar in such a manner as to gently deflect all the water at a low stage down the Virginia chute. This 
dam has to meet but little resistance, and is relatively so low and so completely submerged at high 
water that it will not even make a break—boats of all kinds being then able to pass over it with facility. 

On account of the unfinished state in which it is necessarily left, | apprehend that a few slight 
breaches may be made in it this winter; but after it is completed next year | feel confident of its w ith- 
standing any shock it may receive from cither drift or ice. The survey of the river cannot be carried on 
with great cele rity exce pt at a continued low stage of water. The repeated freshets very much interfered 
with the prosecution of it this season. It is quite fully completed as far down as Steubenville, and par- 
tially so from Steubenville to Wheeling. As soon as the maps and drawings can be made out, copies will 
be transmitted to the department, with the projected i arte laid out on them. 

The fall of the river from Pittsburg to Wheeling is 79.167 feet, and the distance being 88 miles and 
a fraction, makes the average fall at the rate of 10.69 inches per mile. The greatest surface velocity as 
yet ascertained at any ripple i is at the rate of four miles per hour, and the greatest fall is at the rate of 
six feet per mile. I have drawn up a table of the bars, ripples, &c., between this place and Wheeling, 
giving the average depth of water, velocity of current, and rate of fall. The bars and ripples are 
numerous and close together in the upper part of the river. In low water the fall of the river is confined 
to the ripples, the inte srmediate pools being nearly stagnant and almost level; but as the river rises, the 
water gradually attains a uniform slope or fall ou the surface, which becomes nearly parallel with a line 
passing through all the highest points of the bottom of the channel. The most irregular of those points 
can be reduced into that line without altering the regimen of the river, and that is as deep as I would be 
willing to excavate on the bars. The channel from Pittsburg to Wheeling is narrow, and has many short 
turns, requiring for low-water navigation narrow and short boats. The width can be increased to 200 
feet with safety, and the curves straightened. This, united to the concentration of the water and con- 
sequent increase of depth, (which I calculate can be improved so as never to be under 30 inches, and 
seldom lower than 3 feet,) will afford a navigation that will answer all the purposes of commerce and 
travelling, as it would enable boats of one hundred tons burden, carrying passengers, to run at the 
lowest stages of the river. Whenever the navigation throughout the season becomes regular and certain, 
the expenses of the boats will be greatly re duced, and such rates of fre ight and passage as were unprofit- 
able to the boats this season might then become customary and yield a fair profit to the owners. Mer- 
chandise would be transported at the rate of two-thirds of a cent per ton per mile, and passengers at the 
rate of one-sixth of a cent per mile. I am now well prepared with boats, machinery, and tvols for ecarry- 
ing on the improvements, and am sufficiently familiar with those points most urgently requiring improve- 
ment to expedite the work to great advantage. So that 1 would respectfully suggest that an appropria- 
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tion should be requested as soon as practicable for that purpose. The accompanying estimate, which 
amounts to $253,000, will show how it is contemplated to apply the funds called for—about $95,000 for 
removing obstructions from the bed and channel of the river and clearing the shores of the fallen and 
leaning trees; the remainder for building dams, continuing surveys, &c. All the appropriations and the 
proceeds of the sale of public property amount to $119,648 02; the expenditures, up to the 30th of Sep- 
tember, to $131,090, leaving a balance of $11,441 98 available for this quarter. The greater part of this 
balance has been expende d on account of the operations of last month. The amount now on hand will 
be required for the current expenses of the winter, in taking care of boats, &c. The disbursements on 
account of the improvements of the river have c continued to be made by the Merchants and Manufacturers’ 
Bank of Pittsburg with their former correctness and punctuality, and ‘alw: ays in funds which were at par 
with the currency at the place of payment. All of which is respectfully submitted. 
I have the honor to remain, sir, your most obedient servant, 


JOHN SANDERS, Lieutenant of Engineers. 
General C. Gratiot, Chief Engineer, Washington, D. C. 


Estimate of funds required for continuing the operations for improving the navigation of the Ohio river above 
the falls during the year 1838. 


REMOVING SNAGS AND CLEARING SHORES. 


Expenses of steam snag-boat, including pay and subsistence of officers and crew and cost of 


fuel for six months, at the rate of $2,000 per month.........cccceccseccscsescscecces $12,000 


New rigging, tools, materials, and repairs...... eee eee Cee Te ee Liteon ees awe 3, 000 

Expenses of five machine boats, worked by manual power, including pay and subsistence of 
superintendents and crews for five months, at the rate of $1,000 cach per month........ 25, 000 

Repairing and equipping boats, new rigging, tools, and materials, $1,000 each...... ...... 5, 000 


Cost of five flatboats, fitted up as quarters for sixty men each, with furniture, scows, skiffs, 
and tools, $1, 000 each pie pias ele wiele ate yt SO eS Oe Oe ee er 5, 000 
Pay, subsistence, and superintendence of five pi arties of sixty men each, employed in rege 


shores of fallen and leaning trees and lodged drift, for six months, at the rate of $1, 500 
Rikakeeeee 45, 000 


per month for each party...... Peer TT ee Tee T Tee eee Tr 


FOR THE CONSTRUCTION OF DAMS FOR THE PERMANENT IMPROVEMENT OF THE CHANNEL, 


NG eh a ieee ei ek ANSE E REN ORE NeW e nse KSEE O ROOTES Ew 15, 000 
Dam at head of Long island, and improvements at Horsetail ripple .......... 00.000 e eee ees 10, 000 
Dam at Duff’s bar..... ee Os ee a inc ile ee a eee 10, 000 
Dam at White’s ripple and trap, and widening channel at trap............. ktcbheveowe eees 20, 000 
Oe rr ee ee rer 5, 000 
Dams at Logtown bar, and altering channel....... ree ican iegte ee ee ee 15, 000 
Dam at Beaver shoals, and the opening of a new channel.......... (hie hWOssREETRES 20, 000 
ee ee MERE ERSENEK Ss edd RTESKO ORD SEERONOTOEES 5, 000 
Dam at Black’s island............ Paeesbeindsicy PSs awa wes (heewen pera eeneenees 10, 000 
ee ee ee eee 6, 500 
EI ONIN 6 be hb ORsk 5 60:65 KKK LAREN S AO eo SORE OS eee ET Tree eT Te ekews 10, 000 
Dam at Captina island, and opening new channel to the right of the isl: and... ee Pee a 15, 000 
Expenses of light draught steamer for seven months, at the rate of $700 per month......... 4, 900 
Continuation of survey, making maps, drawings, KC.........cc cece cece eee eeee kde ance's 5, 000 
SELECT EERET SE ECC TTT e TC ETRE TET ETE TET TTT TTT eee Tee 600 
Office expenses, stationery, &c......... Pe eT SVE TT TTT TCC OT Creer rr 1, 000 
Tee CT eT TT eee Tee T ETT CTE TCE TT TTT TOPE Te eT eee ere 5, 000 


253, 000 


JOHN SANDERS, Lieutenant of Engineers. 





Table exhibiting the depth of water, rate of fall, and velocity of current of the various ripples hetween Pittsburg 
and Captina island. 

















| 
Name. | Depth. | Rateof fall. |Velocity of current 
| in miles per hour. 
| / " 

eee ee Ee ee eee et ee 2 6 eee. Lisxconwiasawss 
pe OS a ee rer eT Terre S ©. Giver resiesswesene ns ‘ee 
TEE OTT CCC ETE COTE EE EE Pe eee eee 3. 6 PE. dcvsebcoes : aewe 
ee eres (ieeaeenieecnsest ee Ae os et Cee ee 
Duff’s ripple ...... Terre Tee DIGEST REDE TIM CKE SERED ORONO S | 2 4 coins dt LER OCC ere e 
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M. 


Annual report of the work done to improve the navigation of the Cumberland river, in Tennessee and Kentucky, 
above Nashville. 


The improvement of the navigation of the Cumberland river above Nashville was commenced on the 
Ist day of September, at Nashville, with eighty laborers, and on the 4th at Carthage, Tennessee, with one 
hundred laborers. The improvement was confined to cutting down, belting the timber overhanging the 
channel way, sharp points, deep bends of the river, removing rafts and snags, &c. 

The superintendent with his company worked up the river, and cut up everything thought necessary 
from Nashville to Walton’s Ferry, distance ninety miles. 

Captain Hone commenced at Carthage on the 4th of September with one hundred laborers, and from 
that time to September 30, agreeably to his report, cut down 7,168 trees, belted on the banks 1,247 trees, 
cut loose 15 rafts, and removed 34 snags between Carthage and Buffalo island, distance thirty miles. This 
gentleman reports this part of the river more difficult and important to improve than any other part of 
the Cumberland river. 

All the laborers under the command of the superintendent, with forty-seven of Captain Hone’s com- 
pany, were paid off at Walton’s Ferry on the 30th of September, owing to the river rising. The other 
company of fifty-three laborers was continued under pay for the purpose of finishing some fifteen miles 
above the ferry. This company is now at work above Carthage under the command of Captain T. M. 
Hlale. 

Herewith you have an estimate of funds necessary to continue this improvement in the summer and 
fall of 1838. 

I am, sir, respectfully, your obedient servant, 
W. McKNIGHT, Superintendent, &c. 

Brigadier General C. Grarior, Chief Engineer, Washington. 
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N. 


Fifth annual report of work done in improving the navigation of the Cumberland river below Nashville, Ten- 
nessee, for the months of October and November, 1836, and the months of April, May, June, July, and 
August, and the machine snag-boal, for Seplember, 1837. 


The improvement of the navigation of the Cumberland river, in Tennessee and Kentucky, below 
Nashville, was continued from the Ist of October to the 22d of November, 1836, at Dover island, Island 
chute, and shoals below; first, by constructing a wing-dam from the main le ft shore across the Island chute, 
and covering the head of the island, measuring four hundred yards long, and from five to six feet high, 
base from eight or twelve feet. The embankment in the Island chute is about one hundred and twenty- 
five yards long and three feet high. The embankment at Dover shoals is four hundred and fifty yards long, 
and averages five feet high. The boats were then laid up for the winter, and arrangements made to 
rebuild the machine sn: 1¢-boat with the officers and laborers employed to take care of the boats. 

On the Ist of April, 1837, the work was again commenced at the Harpeth shoals with fifty laborers, 
and finally increased to seventy-five. They were employed, first, in repairing and adding to the height 
of the lower embankment, and connecting the upper with the lower wing-dams; thus covering the whole 
Harpeth island and sand-bar. The new work measures seven hundred and forty yards, making the whole 
work at this place measure two thousand one hundred and twenty-five yards. This improvement now 
gives to the large steamboats from two hundred and fifty to three hundred tons more than they could 
previously convey to Nashville, and to the small boats a safe and uniform channel. 

The enclosed sketch,* although imperfect, will give you some idea of its present appearance, with a 
proposed improvement below the mouth of Sycamore creek and the Harpeth river, now the shoalest water 
in all the Harpeth shoals; it was between these two points that we grounded the ‘Laurel,’ and lost her 
services from the 27th of August to the 30th of September. About sixty yards of the embankment 
(new work) at the head of the island gave way in August last. 

The machine snag-boat commenced work at the Harpeth shoals on the Ist of August with sixteen 
laborers, and up to the 380th of September removed from the channel of the river one hundred and ninety- 
four snags, one hundred and ninety-two logs and roots, one keel-boat hull, and flatboat loaded with iron. 
She was overtaken at Line island, Kentucky, by high water on the 30th of September, when her crew 
was paid off, and the boat and quarter boat was towed up to the improvement above Nashville, where she 
is now at work. 

On the 7th of August I arrived at Dover shoals with the United States steamboat Laurel and eighty 
laborers, and commenced work by preparing and boating rock to the different embankments. On the 15th 
the water rose some seven or eight feet, and covered all the rock that we had prepared. Left with the 
steamboat, quarter and rock boats, for the Harpeth shoals, where we arrived on the 17th, and commenced 
boating rock. The fine stage of water enabled us to load the steamboat. The work was continued 
up to the 28th of September, the water falling so fast that we grounded the steamboat, and lost her 
services up to September 30. 

The improvement below Nashville will require a further appropriation, or part of the work will be 
rendered in a short time almost entirely useless; the crevasse at the head of Harpeth and Dover island will 
continue to give way unless soon secured; and there yet remain the contemplated improvements at the 
mouth of Sycamore creek, Harpeth river, Palmyra island, Devil’s chute, Shelby’s island and shoals, and 
Ingram’s shoals, unimproved, as was recommended by Captains Delafield and Shreve in their report in 
the fall of 1832. Even $5,000 would be of great service. I believe this amount would enable me to 
secure the embankments. 


Extent of the stone embankments on the Cumberland river below Nashville. 
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I am, sir, your obedient servant, 


WM. McKNIGHT, Superintendent, &c. 
Brigadier General C. Gratiot, Chief Engineer. 





N No. 1. 


General estimate of funds required to complete the improvement of the Cumberland river in Tennessee and 
Kentucky, below Nashville, for the year 183 


eee NRL DIOOROFIG MANE Shue cidexc euch be eo eANeS Ss seeders ppwkwesiaeds bey $3, 000 
2. Improve ment at Sycamore creek, one mile below H: arpe th’s improve WR i ctaviene ces eer 6, 000 
3. Securing and making more permanent the embankments at the Harpeth islands..........4. 2, 900 


© The drawing referred to in this document is omitted to be printed, under the order of the House of Representatives 
of September 11, 1837. 
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4, Removing a ledge of rocks at the mouth of Harpeth river, and three hundred yards of embank- 


BaeRE AE-The SAMO HIROSE. «oo... 5. nec cen cecesss Oe ee ee ee eee wseeee $5, 000 

5, A wing-dam at Palmyra island..... ssid Bele Mite canwevs ewan ees Saad errr rrr se 4,500 
6. Repairing and extending the embankments at Dove 2 rrr ‘tides wkeeeeseeey ee 
7. Finishing the embankment at Davis’s kth bass HE de ONS ere eee err 500 
8. Removing the obstructions at the Devil’s chute, in Kentucky... piketvehenecsnenes iia oe 
9. Improvement ere © Cems OG PE TI ike cic cceceeccecavassecsscsccrsiccee 458 
BO, TmprOVORIOUt AE Tngranys BHORIG, . oo... 6 oss esse noes ees cees tees ceesnees eee oe 8, 000 


11. Removing the obstructions at Martin's Wild C: it, Well’s Island shoals, McNabb’s bar, Big and 
Little E ddy, Big and Little Horse Ford, and a reef of rocks below C Camp Rowdy ‘wes. io 


50, 000 


W. McK NIGHT, Superintendent, &c. 
Haysporo’, October 20, 183 





O No. 1 


Report of the condition of “five roads” in Michigan, by Lieutenant Colonel B. K. Pierce. 


Wasuineton Crry, October 4, 1837. 


Sir: I have the honor to report that, in compliance with your instructions, I have carefully examined 
every part of the public road leading from Detroit to Chicago, extending from Detroit to the Indiana line, 
about one hundred and eighty-four miles. The road from Detroit to Ypsilanti, distance about thirty miles, 
was made through a low, heavily timbered, and, in some places, marshy country This part of the road 
is literally worn “out. Horses and loaded wagons sink deep in the mud, and it is difficult for wagons 
heavily laden to pass over it. It is difficult to make this portion of the road good, consequently it will 
be expensive to make the repairs and complete it according to the original design. I have estimated the 
expense to Ypsilanti, thirty miles, at $500 per mile, making $15,000. “From Y psilanti to the Indiana line, 
distance about one hundred and fifty-four miles, the country is generally high and open, and the roads are 
good. Some portions, however , require repairs. Hight thousand dollars eres lously expended will put 
the whole of this latter portion in good repair. It is therefore estimated that $23,000 will be sufficient to 
put the Chicago road from Detroit, one hundred and eighty-four miles, to the divi rs line between Michi- 
gan and Indiana in good repair. 

I have the honor to be, most respectfully, your obedient servant, 
B. K. PIERCE, Lieut. Col. U. S. A., on Engineer Service. 


General Cuartes Gratiot, Chief Engineer U. S. A., Washington City, D. C. 





O No. 2. 
Wasutneton, October 4, 1837. 

Sir: I have the honor to report. that, according to your instructions, I have carefully examined the 
condition of the road leading from Sheldon’s to the mouth of the river St. Jose »ph’s, in the State of Michi- 
gan. The distance from Sheldon’s to the mouth of the St. . oseph’s river is about one hundred and sixty 
niles. The country through which the road passes is well adapted for roads, being generally high, dry, 
aud hard. This road is generally very good. There are, however, a few exceptions. From the east 
bank of the river, at the ferry of St. Joseph’s, there is a low marsh, over which the road extends nearly 
amile, It is there narrow and inundated with water, difficult and unsafe to pass. 

I estimated the expense of making this portion of the road a proper width, safe, and permanent, at 
$3,000, and the necessary repairs for the remainder of this route at $2,000, making the amount necessary 
to put the Sheldon and St. Joseph’s road in proper repair $5,000. 

I am, sir, most respectfully, your obedient servant, 
B. K. PIERCE, Lieut. Col. U. S. A., on Engineer Service. 

General Cuartes Gratiot, Chief Engineer U. 8. A., Washington City, D. C. 





OP NOs 3: 
Wasiineton, October 4, 1837. 


Sir: I have the honor to veport that I examined a part of the road leading from Clinton to Grand 
tiver rapids. The road from Clinton to Jacksonsburg, on the Grand river, distance about twenty-five 
miles, runs through an open, high, and dry country, and is generally very good. And from Jacksonsburg, 
fifty-six miles in the direction to the 1 rapids, the road runs over a high country, and can be passed without 
difficulty. From the point last mentioned there is no road to the rapids. I am told that there is a heavy 
growth of timber all the way through—distance I suppose about seventy miles—and that no survey has 
yet been made, I have therefore no data from which to form an estimate of what was the original design, 
nor what may be the expense of making a road through to the rapids of Grand river. 

Most respectfully, your obedient servant, 
B. kK. PIERCE, Lie utenant Colonel United States Army, on Engineer Service. 


General Cuartes Gratiot, Chief Engineer United States Army, Washington, D C. 
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O No. 4. 
Wasnrneton, October 4, 183 
Sir: Ihave the honor to report that I have examined the road leading from Niles’s to the mouth of 
the St. Joseph’s river. It runs generally through a heavily timbered country; an equal part of it low and 
muddy, and generally in bad condition for travelling. 
To make a good turnpike road from Niles’s to the St. Joseph’s, distance twenty-five miles, will require 
$10,000. 


B. K. PIERCE, Lieutenant Colonel United States Army, on Engineer Service. 
General Cuartes Gratiot, Chief Engineer United States Army, Washington, D. C. 


I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 





O No. 5. 


Wasnrneton, October 4, 1837. 


Sir: I have the honor to report that I have examined the Saginaw road, leading from Detroit to 
Saginaw. The road from Detroit to Bloomfield, distance eighteen miles, passes through a low, heavily 
timbered, miry country, formerly called the Black Swamp. Although this part of the road appears to have 
been originally well made, still on my arrival I found it almost impassable for teams. Indeed, the nature 
of the soil is such as to render it difficult to make a hard road. 

A company made an application last session of the legislature of Michigan, and received a grant for 
a turnpike for the eighteen miles above described, with the right to erect gates and collect tolls for 
twenty-one years, on condition of the roads being made and kept in good order and repair. I have therefore 
not made an estimate of that part of the Saginaw road. The road from Bloomfield to Pontiac, and thence 
four miles beyond the flint river, is an excellent finished road, and in good repair. The road thence to 
Saginaw, distance about thirty-four miles, is almost impracticable for horse or footman, and entirely im- 
passable for teams or carriages. I estimated the expense of making a good permanent road over that 
distance at $45,000. It seems to be the general impression there that the government is pledged to con- 
struct this road, and, for the want of one, the emigrants are disappointed, and prevented from settling in 
that region of the State. It is deemed very important to the State, and to the government of the United 
States, (the latter having large bodies of land yet to be sold lying north of the Saginaw river,) that this 
road should be completed, opening an interior communication between Detroit and Saginaw. 

All of which is respectfully submitted. 

B. K. PIERCE, Lieutenant Colonel United States Army, on Engineer Service. 


General Cuar.es Gratiot, Chief Engineer United States Army, Washington, D. C. 





r. 
Mempnis, October 9, 183°. 

Sir: I have the honor to submit the following report of the operaticns on the Memphis and St. Francis 
road during the past year. 

The same causes which have hitherto influenced the progress of that work have operated during the 
current season. It has been foand impossible to assemble an adequate force. Upon the approach of the 
sickly season, the white laborers generally abandoned the road. During August and September there 
were not twenty laborers left, except slaves, who were employed by the year. The few whites that 
remained were all sick. Blacks are not liable to the diseases of the swamp, and have generally during the 
summer been healthy. Early in September the hands began to come in from the upper country, and the 
prospects of the work were most cheering. 

By the 22d of September the number of hands exceeded two hundred, and several other organized 
companies were on their way to commence work for the winter. Up to this period, the season had been 
unusually propitious, having been dry and pleasant. 

On the 24th of September the rain commenced, and continued, with little interruption, until the Ist 
of October, by which time the site of the road, from where the embankment was finished to the St. Francis, 
was one sheet of water, unbroken except by a few solitary ridges of ground, which, being some inches 
higher than the rest of the country, were not entirely immersed. The effect of this rain, in a country so 
perfectly level, was most disastrous. Nothing could be done until the waters subsided. The floors of the 
shanties were flooded; the laborers were driven to the tops of the building, or on the finished embankment, 
where the most of them encamped in the rain until the waters retreated, which was not until the expira- 
tion of a week. This state of things drove many hands from the work, and rendered it necessary to turn 
off others, who applied for employment at the time. The ditches which had been opened, of large dimen- 
sions, for the purpose of draining this part of the bottom, were covered, and in no way distinguishable 
from the unbroken sheet of water which flowed over them. 

The weather since the equinoctial storm has been fine, and the work is now actively progressing, 
with about two hundred hands on the near end, and one hundred and thirty on the furthest end. 

Preparations will be made for the approach of the rainy season, by the establishment of depots of 
provisions at such points in the swamp as are not liable to overflow from ordinary rains. Unless such 
magazines are now established, it is impossible to supply the hands—the intermediate road being utterly 


impassable for vehicles of any description after the rains commence. 
Plan of operations. 


No change in the plan of operations adopted last year has been found necessary during the current 
season. The embankment is constructed by hired laborers. The only contract existing at present upon 
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the road is one for the construction of that portion between the 35th and 38th mile-posts. This was 
submitted to, and approved by, the honorable Secretary of War on the Ist of November, 1836. So far as 
it is practicable, the work is finished as it advances into the swamp. This is important to facilitate the 
transportation of provisions, implements, &c. It is not, however, possible to pursue this plan to the 
desired extent. 

The approach of the rainy season renders it necessary to divide the laborers, and assign them to such 
elevated points as are above the water. I may here remark that the difficulties encountered from water 
arise in a great measure from the heavy rains. The annual overflow of the Mississippi and St. Francis 
rivers seldom reaches far into the swamp, and remains, at longest, but a few weeks. The rains (which 
commence just at the time when those who have fled from fear of fever are returning) cover the ground 
from ten to thirty-six inches with water. This has scarcely time to flow off before it is succeeded by 
another rain. In sammer most of the swamp is perfectly dry, then the fever drives all but negro laborers 
from the road ; if these could be had in sufficient numbers the work would speedily be completed. 


Causes which have affected the advancement of the work. 


The causes which have from its commencement exercised a prejudicial influence over the progress of 
this work are too well known to the department to need repetition. There is now a probability that labor 
will be abundant At present, more hands are offering than can be advantageously employed at this 
season. The want of laborers has hitherto been a prominent difficulty. 


Change in the original plan. 


The only change from the original plan is on that portion of the road already referred to as being under 
contract, viz: from the 35th to the 38th mile-posts. Between these two points the location has been 
changed further south. Two important advantages were gained by this change, viz: it is shorter than the 
other route by six hundred yards, and crosses Sand slough at a point where it may be bridged. These 
circumstances were submitted to the honorable Secretary of War, who decided in favor of the southern 
route, and at the same time accepted the proposal of the contractor to execute the work of the new route 
for the same sum he was to have received for the original one. 


Progress of the work. 


Since the last annual report the work has been completed as far as the Ist quarter of the 20th mile 
on the cast end. The 39th mile on the west end is complete. The ri mile is nearly finished. The 36th 
and 37th will probably be done by the expiration of the present yes Ditches have been excavated of 
large dimensions at the foot of the slopes of the embankment on ‘ao 20th, part of the 21st, the 32d, 33d, 
part of the 34th, 35th, part of the 36th, and 37th miles. 

These ditches subserve the double purpose of draining the water of ordinary rains, and the embank- 
ment from them serves as a temporary road, and greatly facilitates the transportation of provisions, &c. 

Bridges have been erected over iF loyd’s bayou, Millseat Lake bayou, the first bayou on the 20th mile, 
and two sloughs west of Sand slough. Less damage has been sustained, during the current year, from 
washing of the embankment by heavy rains than during the last season. Since my last report the 
companies have passed over the whole road, from the Ist to the 20th mile, and repaired such damages as 
were sustained by the work from the above cause, and also from settling. The aggregate amount of em- 
bankment required for the purpose I estimate at one-fifth of the original quantity. 


Resources of the country. 


It has already been stated that the country, from the 17th to the 38th mile of this road, is wholly 
incapable of supplying any of the articles of produce required for the support of the laborers on the work, 
or of contributing in any way to the advancement of the operations, being a low, flat, unproductive waste, 
not susceptible of any improvement, and, with the exception of a few isolated spots, can never be 
inhabited. In such a country, innumerabie difficulties are to be encountered in the execution of a public 
improvement that are unknown in a thickly settled and productive region. The importance of this work 
arises rather from its being the principal inlet to the State of Arkansas, than from any resources which it 
is likely to develop in the immediate vicinity of its location. The country for 16 miles from the river, 
on each side of the road, is fertile, and will ultimately be rich in all the products of this latitude. The 
continuation of the road beyond that point derives its importance wholly from its being the only passable 
route from the east side of the Mississippi into the interior of Arkansas. 

Notwithstanding the difficulties encountered in crossing that portion of the swamp where the road is 
unfinished, there were eleven hundred and twenty-seven emigrants, one hundred and twenty-seven heavy 
teams, together with the usual allowance of cattle, horses, &¢., passed during the month of September 
last; the transient passing and the travel in the opposite direction are not included in this statement. 
An estimate for the completion of the work will accompany this report. The amount called for will fall 
short of the original estimate, when the difference in the price of labor and provisions at the time that 
estimate was made (1834) and the present prices is taken into consideration. I beg leave to call the 
attention of the department to the fact that labor may now be had to any requisite extent, and' to urge 
this in the strongest terms as a reason why the maximum estimate be, if possible, appropriated at the 
ensuing session of Congress. It will be recollected that the want of a sufficient number of laborers has 
been the greatest difficulty of this work. 

The experience of three years has conclusively shown that laborers will not remain in this swamp 
when they can find employment elsewhere. It appears to me, therefore, of the utmost importance to take 
advantage of the present abundance of labor to complete this road—the last appropriation will probably 
last until the middle of the lst quarter of 1838. 1 take this occasion to state that, from the impassable 
nature of the country between the 21st and 35th miles of this road, during a large portion of the year, 
the advantages derived from what has already been finished, beyond the facilities given to those occupying 
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the first 17 miles, will be comparatively small. Jf but one mile were left unfinished, it would, during a 
portion of the year, as effectually cut off all travel as if the whole had remained the unimproved quagmire which 
[ found it three years since. 

: I am, sir, respectfully, your obedient servant, 


A. TT. BOWMAN, Lieutenant of Engineers. 


General Cuar.es Gratiot, Chief Engineer. 





© No; 4. 
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Estimate of funds requisite for the operations on the Memphis and St. Francis road during the year 183 
DT . 2 i 0 

















Nature of workmanship, materials, and contingencies embraced in the intended | Extent. | Maximum. , Minim:m. 
application of tne funds estimated for. 
| | | 
Laborers and overseers..........4- bi cat iuae pene eke eee eel eoseee . $75,600 00. $64, 260 00 
Prwensone Ter TANOTETS 5666 <oeensc acc cesces Senate een ise aye ae aisuae ee 29, 698 50 | 25, 243 30 
SEE ee eee eee ee ee rere eee Terre eee ee eee 17,077 00) = =14,515 45 
PO MCs reves sscesaneess piwees eer rr Te er ere | 24 miles. 1,250 00 | 1, 250 00 
Bridging 5 PER et arin a ede eae aC a en | 725 feet. 1, 625 60 | 1, 625 00 
NE at ices 8 iad Acs Kh ORNS AMANO SOD | 6 yoke. 300 00 | 300 00 
ER cy Satene neues LE Leheheneeed trees eanen Fides . errr | 1,049 33 | 891 93 
Transportation of provisions...... RI eee ee Seer | 4,504 32 | 3, 828 67 
UT EC ETE ETT ETT CET ey TOT eT Te Teen ee | 0, 184 00 | 5, 784 00 
| -——- 
Lp Reewetea 136,888 15) 117, 698 35 
PR WENO ined is ss cnsien ss ce ae sence’ pohetenka te wees eer $136, 888 15 
ee ee re re ee eer ee ihicnmaxeesens cake 117, 698 35 


A. Hf. BOWMAN, Lieutenant of Engineers. 


(). 


Memow on the progress of the operations on the Cumberland road east of the Ohio during the year ending 
September 30, 1837. 


Puimapetrata, November 14, 1837. 


at the date of my last annual report, September 30, 1836, on the repair of the Cumberland road east 
ot the Ohio, there remained unfinished the stone bridge over Will’s creek, near Cumberland, and the cast- 
iron bridge over Dunlap’s creek, between Brownsville and Bridgeport. 

During the fall of 1836 the masonry of the bridge over Will’s creek was finished, the filling between 
the wing walls was made, the surface or roadway was macadamized, and a wrought-iron railing put up on 
the whole length of the bridge and wing walls, which completed this structure; the total cost of which has 
been $27,101 89, constructed of large masses of compact limestone, crossing the entire valley of Will's 
creek, measuring 291 feet in length from extremes of the wing walls, 26 feet 8 inches in height from water 
line to level of the roadway, formed of two elliptical arches, each 59 feet span, with a rise of 154 feet; the 
stones forming the voussoirs of the arch being large, massive pieces, cut perfect from extrados to intrados, 
and side to side of the bridge, to fit the curvature of the arch, and the joints square, with the tangents to the 
ellipses; the whole laid in lime mortar and pointed with cement—a work of great durability, most excellent 
material, and skilfully put together, at a total cost very far within the sums usually paid for bridges of like 
durability, material, and workmanship. 

Messrs. McClean and Sumner were the contractors who executed and finished the principal part of 


this bridge. 
The masonry of the Dunlap’s creek bridge, the arch of which is to be of cast-iron, was continued during 


the fall of last year, and finished in September of this year. It is constructed of very large heavy masses 
of stone, with beds and joints cut true from face to rear of the walls—laid in cement mortar where exposed 
to the water, and on the outside, and with cement mixed with lime mortar on all other parts. 

This work is nowhere in that district of country exceeded in its execution for durability and work- 
manship, and performed by Messrs. Keys and Searight, under a contract. 

The quantity of masonry laid is 3,806 10-20 perches, crossing a valley of 320 feet from extremes of 
the wing walls, and 42 feet high. 

The cast-iron for the arch of this bridge is not entirely finished. The five centre sections of the ellipti- 
cal cylinders (voussoirs) and two flooring plates, or seven pieces of about 84 tons, remain yet to be cast. 
The castings already made weigh 317,476 pounds, composed of 230 pieces, some of them weighing over 
6,000 pounds. A few pieces of castings (St. Andrew’s crosses, and road-sustaining plates) yet remain to be 
fitted together. The wrought-iron railing remains to be made, which constitutes of itself about three- 
sevenths of the work yet to be done. 

Last year there was on hand $29,968 87, when TI asked an additional appropriation of $7,183 67 to 
finish the repairs of the whole road, at which time I estimated this bridge would cost $27,870. I now 
find, after having expended $27,626 76, that the bridge is not finished, and in the condition just set 
forth. It has been necessary to build the eastern wing walls deeper than was first supposed necessary, 
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increasing the masonry thereby 206 perches, and the excavation 190 yards, at a cost of $1,340; and that 
there will be 27,356 pounds more of castings than was first estimated, whic h increases the cost $1,230; and 
that the fitting the castings has exceeded the sum estimated by § $2,440 40, 

In addition to which, there are some items not enumerated in the estimate of last year—such as 
Macadam inetal for roadway, scaffolding for raising the bridge, tar and paint for preserving it from rust, 
and earth for filling the wing walls after this winter’s settling; making, with the cost of the iron railing, 
a sum of $7,000 necessary to finish this bridge. 

In again asking an appropriation to finish this work, the only explanations I have to offer for its 
necessity are the facts set forth above, that have arisen from the novelty of the undertaking; nothing of 
the kind ever having been executed in this country, so far as I can learn, and no individual concerned i in 
its construction ever having worked on similar operations. 

A descriptive memoir of this cast-iron structure, together with two sheets of drawings, illustrating 
the principles of its construction, pe: exhibiting the dimensions and details of the various parts, as also a 
drawing of the Will’s creek stone bri: ise accompany this memoir. 

All the iron e astings and other parts of the cast-iron bridge have been placed in storage at Browns- 
ville, and the services of the superintendent and every other individual concerned in its erection dispensed 
with until funds shall be appropriated for finishing it, which will require about two months’ work. 

All of which is respectfully submitted by 

Your obedient servant, 
RICHARD DELAFIELD, Captain of Engineers. 

Brigadier General C. Gratiot, Chief Engineer. 


Q No. J. 
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Detailed estimate of the funds required to complete the Dunlap’s creek bridge. 


For 16,150 pounds of wrought-iron railing, being 680 feet, at $4.............. at ee ieae satus $2,720 00 
For 16,302 pounds of castings, (5 cylinders and 2 flooring plates,) at 4} cents per pound.... 733 59 
Yor 1,500 pounds.of wrought-iron bolts, (for St. Andrew’s crosses and road-sustaining plates, ) 

at 14 cents per pound. . CEES RR EAT el SS cms which e Kew weer: on 210 00 
For 25 men, two months, at $25 per month, shipping remaining castings, and putting up super- 

structure. OTE TET OT eT ee eee ree CAG Nala AARON Ge HEREC DEORE S COKER S as 1, 250 00 
For 300 pe ches of Macadam met tal, ee eee TT OT eRe Tee peenes sees ere ve 300 00 
For completing centering ...............+.0-- eee Re Le eee ee ey TE ere eT eT eee Ter ee 200 CO 
For covering castings w ith a coat of distilled t: wv, and painting outside castings....... 250 00 
For orading the road on each side of the bridge, and for additional filling that will be 1 re- 

quired on account of the filling settling during the winter...... LGV ASA ARREARS RIRSES 200 00 
For services of agent two months, : 2 ere en ee eee Pee eee ee biti eile Bakland 250 00 
For postage, stationery, and office rent....... Ae ee eee Ore eee Te eee eee eee eT ee 50 00 
For hauling the castings from foundery to site of work........... rere rere ere Te 75 00 
For blocks and falls for erecting the iron castings .......... rere rere TT eee eT 50 00 
Por suaiee Sees GEGE Camm’ Ge Toreacen, OOF oo coos ine sd. 65s nice scisessesesvccusecadecss T1l 41 





7, 000 00 


UCHARD DELAFIELD, Captain of Engineers. 





ML? ed 


Prinape.puia, November 14, 1837. 


R. 


CumBertanp Roap Orricr, Springfield, Ohio, October 30, 1837. 
Sir: Since the date of my last annual report the operations on the Cumberland road in Ohio have 
- been steadily continued, with a partial suspension, occasioned by the intervention of the last winter, 
which rendered it necessary to discontinue all operations upon the road except the preparation of metal 
for covering, which has continued without interruption throughout the year. 

After the passage of the act of March 3 last, appropriating $190, 000 for continuing the construction 
of this road, it was determined to apply as much of the a -ailable means to the completion of the road 
from Columbus to Springfield, a distance of 43 miles, as could be done consistently with the general inter- 
ests of the work, and the balance to the extension of the road to the west of Springfield. The operations 
in the latter direction could not, however, be carried to the extent desired, and as recommended in my 
report of last year, in consequence of the sum appropriated having been less than two-thirds of the 
amount required for the service of this year. 

The present season has proved very favorable in this part of the State for road operations, and 
therefore a large amount of work has been executed during the year; the bulk of which, as also of the 
expenditures, has been applied to the macadamizing and completion of the division of road comprised 
between Columbus and Springfield; a small portion only of the funds available for the year remaining 
unpledged or unexpended on September 30 of this year. 

The subdivision of 14 miles west from Columbus to the town of Jefferson was completed during the 
winter, and received by the executive of the State on the 25th of March last. The preparation of all the 
metal required for nine miles, in continuation to the 23d mile, was completed in May, and six inches laid 
on the same on the 10th of June; the remaining three inches being prepared and in readiness to lay 
thereon as soon as the former shall have been suftici iently packed to receive it, which has not yet taken 
place in consequence of the travel during the dry weather of the past season, having preferred the by- 
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i roads in preference to passing over metal newly laid. This object will, however, soon be effected by the 

i approaching wet weather. 

4 In the months of May and June last contracts were entered into for the completion with nine inches 

; of metal of the eleven miles immediately east of Springfield, viz: from the 33d to the 43d mile, inclusive; 

: also, for the grading of three miles, from the 30th to the 33d, inclusive; and for completing the delivery 
on the road, for eight miles, from the 25th to the 32d, of six inches of prepared metal, and of nine inches 

i for the 24th mile. All these contracts are in a state of forwardness, and give promise of a satisfactory 

completion. The laying of six inches of metal, from the 32d to the 43d mile-stone, in the town of Spring- 

field was completed in September, and all the grading required between Columbus and Springfield will 

| be completed on the Ist of November 


The wooden superstructure of a bridge of 87 feet span across Deer creek, on the 22d mile, was com- 
meneed early in the spring and will be finished at the end of this month. AIL the masonry on the above 
division has been completed, and the stone bridges furnished with parapets of cut limestone from the 
quarries at Springfield, 

After the successful fulfilment of the contracts now in progress, and the expenditure of the present 
appropriation, there will remain, to complete the read from Columbus to Springfield, the preparation of 
the last stratum of 3 inches, or 8,560 perches of metal for the 8 miles from the 25th to the 32d, and the 
laying of 3 inches, already prepared, upon the 9 miles from the 15th to the 238d, and of 9 inches from 

thence to the 32d mile—in all estimated to cost $30,455; after which, this division may be surrendered 
entire to the State during the next summer. 

To the west of Springfield the operations have this season been extended to the Miami river, 61 miles 
west of Columbus. A contract was entered into, in the month of August, for grubbing T miles, from the 
55th to the 61st mile, inclusive, to be completed during the ensuing winter. 

The abutments of two bridges in the valley of Mad river, of 80 and 150 feet span, respectively, 
across Buck creek and Mad river, were commenced in June, and are now nearly completed. The founda- 
tion of the eastern abutment of the latter bridge was sunk 10 feet below the surface of the stream, and 
founded, as well as the western abutment, upon solid limestone rock. The bridge across Buck creek was 
found necessary to afford sufficient vent for the water during the highest freshets, which here spread 
entirely across the bottom in which the two streams are situated. This part of the work, as well as the 
quarrying of the material, has been executed by hired workmen. To aid in opening for and raising these 
works a small body of laborers were kept up during the summer, who, when not occupied upon the 
bridges, were employed in executing the light grading of the 44th mile, or first west of Springfield. The 
stone of which these abutments are constructed, with the exception of a small quantity purchased, was 
obtained from a quarry on the cast side of Mad river, at one-fourth and one-half mile from the site of the 
bridges, which affords a superior quality of building limestone. 

During the year ending September 30, 1837, there has been prepared for the cover of the division of 
a road from Columbus to Springfield 68,550 perches of metal; and the quantity laid upon the road, in the 
same time, amounted to 62,617 perches. 

The grading of seven miles on the above division, comprising all to be done thereon, will be finished 
at the expiration of the present month of October. 

The superstructure of the bridge across Little Darby creck was put in good repair previous to 
surrendering to the State the section of road upon whieh it lies; new arches and additional bracing were 
supplied, and the bridges reshingled and repainted; these repairs costing the sum of $1,165, 

The wooden superstructure of a bridge of 87 feet span, as before stated, has been built this season 
across Deer creek, on the 22d mile. The principal part of the frame-work of this bridge has been constructed 
of oak, selected with care from the neighboring timbered land; the weather covering of the bridge, and 
some portion of the bracing, of poplar, brought from Mad river, a distance of 24 miles. 

Of the masonry, 570 perches of cut stone have been laid in wings and parapet walls of stone bridges, 
in completion of all the work of this description to be done on the above division, On the division west 
of Springtield, 1,312 perches of masonry have been laid in abutments of bridges across Mad river and 
Buck creek, and in culverts on the 44th mile. 

Several miles of the grabbing contracted for have been partially finished, and the satisfactory com- 
pletion of the whole in due time expected. 

The material used for macadamizing the road from the 15th to the 40th mile, inclusive, for the 
distance of 24 miles, (excluding the 20th and 21st miles, supplied with quarry stone from Little Darby 
creck,) has been taken from gravel banks in the vicinity of the road, bordering the valleys of crecks, 
which, in respect to these miles, have a general direction nearly parallel to the road. These banks afford 
limestone of the hardest kind, which, when well separated from earth and the finer particles of gravel, by 
screens of proper construction, and broken to the required size, is found, although requiring a longer 
time to consolidate, to offer a wearing surface equal, if not superior, to the quarry stone obtained. 

The material for covering several miles adjacent to the town of Springfield has been taken from 
quarries on Buck creek and Mad river, which afford a hard and compact species of limestone, possessing ¥ ‘ 
the requisite qualities for forming a good covering for the road. 

After the work shall have been completed in a perinanent manner, and in case of the exhaustion of 
the gravel material along the line of the above division, the repairs may be supplied from the quarries on 
the Sciota, the Darbys, and the nearly inexhaustible sources of gravel on the latter, and from the quarries in 
the neighborhood of Springfield, on the west of this division, which will supply any requisite quantity of 
material for the purposes of repair. After the completion and general use of this thoroughfare the 
needful repairs may be made on very reasonable terms, by contract or otherwise, and fully, it is confidently 
believed, within the competency of the tolls to meet. 

sy a proper regulation of the travel, and the encouragement by the rate of tolls or legal enactment 
of the use of wheels of wide bearing upon vehicles transporting heavy loads, the extent and cost of the 
repairs may be diminished in a very material ratio, The disadvantages arising from the scarcity of 
suitable material upon the Columbus and Springfield division will not be experienced to the same extent 
in the further progress of the operations to the westward of the latter place, as materials of stone, gravel, 
and lumber, are found to exist in far greater abundance on that division of the road. 

. The expenditures during the year ending September 30, 1837, as shown by the tabular statements 


forwarded, amount to $234,836 89. 
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Of this, there have been applied towards the completion of the road from Columbus to 


Springfield re ee Le ee ee ee aE oe eee vere rere ree rere eu een $222,513 64 
To the division lying west of Springfield. . arta Die Revtere aera: e eat sin een Sih Rater ch ete DEM aa 12,013 3: 
Arrearages cast of Columbus .................. ate ex aes eines wi ak ie ice elas 309 92 





234, 836 89 
The available means during the year have amounted to ........:.e cece cece ceeeeeeees 297,596 18 








—" unexpended on the 30th of September, 1837 ...........ccccccccccccccees hedlaen 62, 759 29 

Of the latter amount there was pledged, at the same date, to meet the fulfilment of certain 
CONWACIB as ais 60/6 60s os PW eMC HONS revel st sl cnr NotaTe les sucietoke chofer Sane oh erakereteleies ou ev oiaiclelol olsual ote ela a er oi a crave aks 58, 641 61 

Leaving for application on the 30th September, 1837.........0. cece cece cece cece eees 4,117 68 








All of which will be applied during the fourth quarter of the current year. 

For the ensuing year the grading and bridging west of Springfield will constitute the principal 
items of expense, it being proposed to finish the road between this place and Columbus; the whole of 
which may be surrendered to the State of Ohio early in the ensuing summer, should the funds required 
be furnished early in the season. 

To grade the road to the Western Bluff, on the Miami river, and erect the requisite bridges on that 
subdivision, or make the necessary arrangements for their construction by contract or otherwise, and to 
complete the clearing aud grubbing of the line through to the State of Indiana—the following being the 
estimated amount required for the above objects: 











Por preperine ©5000 perches of metal, at $3 17 «on... kc bck cece cence OTC TS 
Laying 3 inches for 9 miles, and 9 inches for the same distance ............ceeeeeceee ee am oe 
To complete the road from Columbus to Springfield ................... (viawess epee eta 30, 455 
Grubbing to the Indiana State line, 35.7 miles ........... eee ae BTS ATS ats tase. ard ae 17, 200 
Masonry to the west side of the Miami river............... ee ae eee eee TeCTeT eT ae 
Wooden superstructure of bridges, 752 feet ............ ibys ga eees VT eT TTT ere Ask 2 
Grading to the west side of the Mi: We PE, I I ak kan ee eee howeer vin Seweed aaa 102, 560 
Contingencies ........ PaaS de da WO eas RS ae eS Oe Pane ee eee eee ee ee jee eames 6, 165 
Amount required for the year 1838 ..... pia pdr re ee prepa eee e bik ce saan eeeks sctssies SG, See 





Respectfully submitted. 
G. DUTTON, Lieutenant United States Engineers. 


Brigadier General Cnartes Gratiot, Chief Engineer, Washington, D. C. 
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Memoir accompanying the annual report of operations, and the annual statements exhibiting the estimates, 
appropriations, and expenditures, on the Cumberland road, in the States of Indiana and Illinois, for the 
year ending 30th of September, 1837. 


Cumpertanp Roap Orrice, Terre Haute, Indiana, October 19, 1837. 


I have the honor to submit the annual reports of the operations on the Cumberland road in the 
States of Indiana and Illinois for the year ending 30th of September, 1837; also the annual statements 
exhibiting the estimates, appropriations, and expenditures, on account of the same works to the same 
period of time. 
CUMBERLAND ROAD, INDIANA, 


The Jaw of Congress of 1836, making appropriations for the continuation of this work, restricted 
the operations to a continuous portion of the road. In consequence of this provision of the law, the 
operations, with the exception of some slight measures which were deemed essential to the preser vation 
of the road, were confined to that part of it situated between the Illinois State line and twenty miles 

vast of Terre Haute. During the months of October and November, 1836, and since the date of the last 
annual report, the operations on this portion of the road consisted of— 

(Grading, at different points along the line; 

QVuarrying and hauling stone, tor bridges, culverts, and macadamizing; 

Masonry: cutting stone and ! laying it in bridges and culverts, and smithery for the same; 

Carpentry: getting out timber for superstruc ture of bridges, for scows or stone- flats for Wabash 
bridge, and for wooden railway leading from one of the W abash bridg e quarries to the Wabash river; 
constructing tools, implements, Xe. 

During this period the opevations in the above branches were pushed forward with all possible 
dispatch; but owing to the excessive rains of the season they were greatly disturbed and retarded. The 
new grade was cut into ruts and gullies, and partly washed away. The roads leading to the different 
quarries were rendered almost impracticable for wagons. The pits, sunk to receive the foundations of 
culverts and bridge abutments, were filled with water; and, in some cases, the sites for the structures 
were entirely overflowed. Exertions were made to lay the masonry of Clear creek bridge; the pits were 
opened for the foundations of the abutments, but they were soon overflooded by a rise of the creek, and 
were filled with sand and rubbish. As soon as the water had subsided they were reopened, only to be 
overflooded and filled again. The workmen were thus driven from the work three successive times, and 
were finally. compelled to abandon it, leaving only one of the foundations secure. 

About the first of December all oper ations were discontinued, except those of carpentry and cutting 
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and quarrying stone; the number of quarrymen employed being sufficient only to furnish the cutters with 
stone. These operations were carricd on during the winter at reduced wages; the prices paid being so 
regulated as to form an equivalent for the services rendered during the short days of this inclement 
season. 

In March last information was received of the early and timely appropriation made for the continua- 
tion of this work. The act of Congress making this appropriation annulled the clause of the previous 
session, which had restricted the operations to a continuous portion of the road, but it provided for a 
change in the mode of conducting the operations. The method previously pursued, of carrying on the 
work by hired labor, was to be abandoned, and the contract system, so far as was deemed practicable, was 
to be introduced. 

Shortly after the receipt of this information, the necessary steps were taken preparatory to a resump- 
tion of operations by hired labor upon such of the works as had, during the previous season, been brought 
near to a state of completion, and upon such others as could not, owing to some peculiarity of their nature, 
be judiciously put out to contract. The few works upon which operations were thus resumed were 
mostly commenced early in the month of April. 

Kuowing that it would be impossible for him to make disbursements at more points than one, having 
no assistants for this purpose, and being informed that no details would be made from the army, the super- 
intendent saw that, anxious as he was to commence operations upon a more extended scale, it would be 
impossible for him to do so, unless some arrangement could be entered into by which the disbursements 
could be made. With a view to enlist the services of the banks in this matter, propositions were at an 
early day submitted to the different branches along the line of the road. Some of these institutions were 
loath to aecede to the propositions, and for a long time declined doing so, until, finally, the citizens of their 
vicinity came forward, and offered to remunerate them for any services they might perform, and to indem- 
nify them for any expenses they might incur by the undertaking. The Bank of Richmond was an excep- 
tion. It acceded at once to the propositions, and arrangements were immediately made for starting a 
party of engineers to that point of the road. A day was appointed for the stage to make its first trip for 
the season. Seats were engaged, but the road was deemed impracticable; and being thus twice disap- 
pointed, a private conveyance was at length obtained, and on the 11th of April a party of engineers, with 
their instruments, set out for Richmond. The engineers were followed by the superintendent in this, as 
well as in their other movements of the season, The necessary surveys, drawings, estimates, and speci- 
fications having been made, seven sections were put under contract in the month of May and in the early 
part of June. These works were left under the charge of an assistant engineer, who was directed to 
prepare for letting out to contract five additional sections, which has since been done. The contracts at 
this point provide for the grading, draining, and bridging of more than eight and a half miles of the road, 
commencing within one mile of the Ohio State line, and proceeding west, through the towns of Richmond 
and Centreville. The sections leading through these towns are to be graded, paved, and covered with 
broken stone; and the contracts were taken by the respective town corporations, at the engineer’s 
estimate. 

Early in the month of June the main party of engineers proceeded to Indianapolis, where, on the 19th 
and 26th of that month, ten sections of the road were put under contract. One of the sections let on the 
19th was declined by the contractor, and was relet on the 26th. The contracts at this point provide for 
the entire completion of about five miles of the road, leading through the town of Indianapolis, and extend- 
ing about one mile east and three miles west. With a view of expediting the work as much as possible, 
and in order to insure the laying on of two coats of metal during the season, one set of contracts was 
entered into, providing for the repairs of bridges, for grading and draining the road, and for laying on 
the metal; while another and different set of contracts provided for the timely delivery of the macadamiz- 
ing materials. 

Upon leaving Indianapolis, the party of engineers was divided. Some of them were engaged in 
making preparations for putting out contracts on the road in the western part of Indiana and in the 
eastern part of Iinois; while the others, followed by the superintendent, proceeded to Vandalia, Hlinois, 
and, about the first of July, joined an assistant engineer, who had been making preparations at that 
point during the preceding part of the season, The history of operations in Illinois will be given as we 
proceed. 

After returning from Vandalia, six sections of the road were put under contract at Terre Haute on 
the 2d and 6th of September. These contracts provided for the grading, draining, and bridging of a por- 
tion of the road, commencing about three miles east of Terre Haute, (to which point the grading, drain- 
ing, and bridging was mostly completed,) and proceeding about three and a half miles to the east. 
Among the other things provided for by these contracts, was the construction of bridges of sixty feet 
span over Middle and East Lost creeks. 

In the latter part of June a contract was entered into, providing for the delivery of eight thousand 
perches of building stone upon the bank of the Wabash river, at a point about fifteen miles below Terre 
Haute. This stone is intended for the Wabash bridge, and will be towed to Terre Haute by a steamboat 
constructed for the purpose. The estimated cost of delivering this stone was............ $22, 916 40 
at ee Oe eee he ere eee eee eee ee er eer eee rer Te eer TS ae ee 


8, 333 60 
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Below is given the number of contracts entered into along the dine of the road, as well as somé of the 
nore prominent works for which they provide: 





| 
|Near Richmond.| Near Indian- | Near Terre 
| 











. 
| apolis. Haute. 
| a Sedans 
. | | 
Number of sections under contract... .......0.6.00cc0ce0 cers | 12 | 10 | 6 
m . . . | | | 
Number of bridges to be built............. tice tek aati cadena hs | 3 l | 2 
~ . . ' 
Number of culverts to be built ..... DB ate crt Aah site nk ed alte dle , | 10 | 3 2 
Number of miles to be graded, about. ........... etme een 83 | 5 | 34 
Number of miles to be macadamized, about... ......... ee | 1 5 
To which should be added repairs of bridges and culverts, | | 
keeping road in repair, &c. | | 
| 
Estimated cost of the above works..............cccccecces ..| $61, 202 36 | $44,947 19 | $23,715 98 
. F ‘ HO QF 2 - 
Cost by contract of the above works.............0.c0cccceees | 71,040 39 13, 854 67 23, 715 98 
| 
' 
: . : ; epee 
Excess of contracts over estimates. ...........00 000 + 9, 838 03 28, 907 48 
| 





It will thus be seen that the contracts in the vicinity of Terre Haute were taken at the engineer’s 
estimate; that those at Richmond were taken at an advance upon the estimate of less than 20 per cent.; 
while those at Indianapolis were taken at an advance upon the estimate of more than 60 per cent. When 
the contracts at Indianapolis were taken at these high (not te say extravagant) rates, it was certainly 
nothing more than reasonable to suppose that the contractors would push forward and complete their 
contracts. But these reasonable expectations have in some cases been disappointed; and this is the only 
point in the State at which the contractors have willingly relinquished and abandoned their contracts; and 
the reasons assigned for doing so are, that the work cannot be done for the contract prices. Three contracts 
have been abandoned, and these provided for grading and macadamizing the section leading through the 
town of Indianapolis, and those’ immediately east and west of it. One of these was relinquished in July, 
and the other two were relinquished on the Ist of August. The lateness of the period at which these 
contracts were relinquished made it impossible to relet them, and to have more than one stratum of metal 
put on the road during the season. This single stratum, if put on, would have been ground down and 
buried in the earth long before spring. To have expended money for an object like this would have been 
to have thrown it away, rather than to have expended it wisely and judiciously. 

The operations of grading, macadamizing, &c., on the other two sections, as well as the operations 
for delivering metal on all the sections at this point, are progressing rapidly, and there is every reason 
to hope that the works will be completed according to the stipulations of the contracts. 

Up to the 30th of September, the date to which this report extends, the season had been unusually 
favorable to the operations on the road, and the contractors in the vicinity of Richmond and Terre Haute 
had made such progress upon their several works as to induce the belief that they would have been com- 
pleted in accordance with the requirements of their respective contracts. 

For a more particular description of the contracts entered into during the season, and for a more minute 
detail of the works for which they provide, I would respectfully refer you to a tabular statement of con- 
tracts enclosed and forwarded herewith. 


Result of the operations.— Work done by contract. 


ppdaanieleainanasnn a SS 

















Near Richmond.) Near Indian-| Near Terre 
apolis. Haute. 
| | 
| | 
Number of perches of stone laid in bridges ...... 0... cee ee eee! Ree” tenedxee ee eer 
Number of perches of stone laid in culverts..........06 50050 cee! et Sere weer 
Number of vards of excavation.......... Brats Pesecp alive roreraiterev sSeriets.c6 5s | , ae 1) a ere me .| 5, 143 
Number of yards made into embankment.......... Laawhewe awe'ss | DORE t226ekenees 5, 1438 
Number of rods of grading finished ..... ET ee oe ee ee | ae Oh: oe Poeeres ers 
Number of perches of metalling delivered ............cccccesscclecccescece es SG 3Ge lo wwes neon 
Number of perches of metalling broken, about..........00 2.6506! 200 SOP lw ssa ands 
Number of rods of metalling laid on ................. ie haben 70 ae ere jeans 
Number of rods paved..... eae Re take vi Ree ein RHE bog wees | MOS: |i scstsnnsslevcacceves 
| 








With a view of enabling the superintendent to collect in due time the information necessary to the 
making out of his annual reports, the estimates of work done were made on the 20th instead of the 30th 
of September, at which time the sections in the vicinity of Terre Haute had been under contract but a 
few days. 


Work done by hired labor. 


Number of perches of stone laid.in bridges. ............ccececcce sees ceseseecsceees peas 583 
Number of perches of stone laid in culverts ............. 020006. eas itndwad thers akenanr 368 
DGMUCr OF PETCREN OF SIONG QUOITICS . o.oo oc. cn ccc cccsveseses PVEER Geemaes ee errr re 6, 397 
Number of yards of excavation .......... ens wh Wands he ae Ke eeese ere Tre ie | a 
Number of yards made into embankment............ 0.0.00 eee (Reed caer ee wage ener 43, 012 
Number of calverts completed near Richmond ...... Re ee ee ee eT eevee peanwes : 


Number of culverts completed near Terre Haute ............6. cee eee eee ero rT ey ae. 88 7 
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The masonry of the abutments of West Lost creek bridge has been finished, with the exception 
of a few days’ work on the parapets. This is a bridge of 100 feet span. The superstructure has been 
framed and is now in process of being raised and put together. 

The masonry of the abutments of Clear Creck bridge has been nearly completed, and the framing of 
the superstructure will be commenced in a few days. 

One stone quarry has been kept in constant operation during the past season. The building stone 
obtained from it is intended for the Wabash bridge, and the smaller fragments will be broken and used 
for macadamizing the road. A wooden railway, three-quarters of a mile in length, has been laid from this 
quarry toa point on the Wabash river, about seven miles below Terre Haute. A stone-breaking machine, 
propelled by steam power, has been set up at this point, and will, in a few days, go into constant opera- 
tion. The prepared metal and building stone delivered at this point will be towed up the river to Terre 
Haute. A steamboat of shallow draught has been constructed for the purpose of collecting materials for 
the Wabash bridge, and is now at Terre Ilaute, ready to commence operations. Scows or stone-boats 
have also been constructed during the past season. The steamboat and scows will, for a time, be prin- 
cipally engaged in towing stone from two points on the river; the one about seven and the other about 
fifteen miles below Terre Haute. The stone to be delivered at the lower point will be furnished by contract, 
and the contractor has found it necessary, before commencing the delivery, to lay a wooden railway about 
four and a half miles in length, which is now nearly completed. 


Present condition of the work. 


With the exception of a few stumps that may occasionally be found along its sides, the road may be 
said to be cleared and grubbed throughout its whole extent in the State. 

The grading of about two-thirds of the road has been considered as finished. But a considerable 
portion of it, done in the earlier stages of the work under its former superintendents, was not raised to a 
sufficient height above the level of the adjacent ground. The side ditches were always too narrow; the 
water might, perhaps, be collected into them from the surface of the road, but they were not so constructed 
as to drain it off unless the natural features of the gropnd happened to produce such a result without the 
assistance of labor and art. The soil, too, of large sections of the country through which the road passes 
is of a loose and porous nature, absorbs the water readily, and is liable to become exceedingly muddy. 
These causes, together with the immense amount of travel which has cut the road in pieces, and the 
heavy rains which have been washing it away, have brought it into an almost ruinous condition; so much 
so that to put it in order for receiving the metal will require an amount equal, perhaps, to one-fourth the 
cost of the original grade. 

A large number of culverts have been constructed on the road in this State; but a majority of those 
constructed in the earlier stages of the work were built of sandstone, which, on being exposed, has dis- 
integrated, and they are now tumbling to pieces, and must be rebuilt. Many of the bridges, too, are 
composed of bad materials, and must be rebuilt. There are others which are composed of good materials, 
but which, owing to some fault in the design or execution of the work, must be repaired or rebuilt A 
fault common to the bridges on this road is, that their wooden superstructures do not project sufficiently 
far over the abutments to shelter the timbers which rest upon the abutments from the action of the 
weather. These timbers, by becoming frequently wet, are liable to rapid decay, and thus endanger the 
whole structure. 

Most of the streams of any importance on the eastern division of the road, embracing that part of it 
between the Ohio State line and Indianapolis, have been furnished with bridges, which, at the time of 
their construction, were intended to be of a permanent character; while in most cases the smaller streams 
and ravines have been furnished with bridges of a temporary character. 

The same remarks, with a few exceptions, will apply to the western division of the road, embracing 
that part of it between Indianapolis and the Illinois State line. On this division Dewees’s, Croy’s, and 
Otter creeks have not been furnished with bridges of a permanent character; nor have bridges of any 
description been built over Deer creek and the Walnut fork of Eel river. These latter streams in times 
of high water offer serious impediments to the travel on the road. But by far the greatest obstruction 
on the whole road is the Wabash river and the low bottoms on its western side; these, at times of high 
water, or when ice Is floating in the stream, form an absolute barrier to all communication whatever. 

Although these streams at certain periods offer serious and almost insurmountable obstacles to the 
travel on the road, yet at ordinary times they can scarcely be said to impede it at all. The creeks are 
vasily forded, and the Wabash may be ferried without difficulty. And although the road during the 
thaws of the spring and at seasons of heavy rains is liable to become exceedingly muddy and almost 
impassable, yet during the greater portion of the year it is a smooth, firm, and delightful highway. 
Emigrants, travellers, and others, give it a preference over all the other western routes. The travel on 
it, though immense, is still increasing; and during the summer and fall months of the year the tide of 
western emigration rolls along this great national thoroughfare in a continued and almost unbroken 
stream, 


Resources of the country adapted to the construction of roads. 
y 1 


Face of the country, soil, &e.—The face of the country bordering on the road from the Ohio State line 
to the west fork of White Water, a distance of about twenty miles, is undulating or rolling. From this 
point to Indianapolis, a distance of fifty-two miles, the face of the country is generally level, and consists 
principally of “beech flats,” which, in their wild and uncultivated state, are wet and marshy. The face 
of the country would, perhaps, be better described by saying that the undulating grounds are occasion- 
ally found along the whole line of the road from the Ohio State line to Indianapolis; and that they con- 
stitute about one-half of the whole distance, while the remaining portion of the country is extremely level, 
and consists of “ beech flats.” 

The undulating grounds are composed of a succession of hills and valleys. They are covered with a 
growth of black walnut, sugar tree, poplar, and white oak. The soil, which is very productive, is a rich 
loam, mixed with sand and clay. When dry it is quite firm; but when wet it becomes very muddy. 

The “beech flats” may be divided into two classes, the higher and lower; and are found, on this 
division of the road, in nearly equal proportions, and constituting about one-fourth of the whole distance. 

The soil of the “higher beech flats” is generally a white, dense, and tenacious clay. When cleared 
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and cultivated it becomes dry, and produces tolerably well; but is better adapted to the purposes of 
grazing. When thrown up it consolidates, becomes dry and firm, and is not easily penetrated by water. 

The soil of the “lower beeeh flats” is dark, rich, and loose, and is composed principally of clay and 
decayed vegetable matter. When thrown up and well dried it is tolerably firm; but being light and 
porous it is easily penetrated by water, which destroys all its tenacity, and renders it extremely muddy. 
These “lower beech flats” are also known by the names of “black swamps” and “black slashes.” 

On the western division of the road, extending from Indianapolis to the Illinois State line, and com- 
prising a distance of about seventy-six miles, the undulating grounds largely predominate, and the 
“beech flats” and “slashes” are no longer found. 

For a distance of thirty miles west of Indianapolis the country is generally rich and level. The 
growth is sugar tree, black walnut, poplar, white oak, and beech. The soil is well adapted to cultiva- 
tion, but is liable to become wet and extremely muddy. 

From this point to the [linois line the country is generally undulating, and is better adapted to the 
purposes of road-making than any other large portion of the State through which the road passes. The 
growth is white oak, beech, and poplar. The soil, when cultivated, is tolerably productive, and is well 
adapted to the purposes of grazing. When thrown up it consolidates and makes a smooth, firm, and 
delightful road. 

The country bordering on the Wabash river is mostly composed of level prairie lands, which are 
exceedingly fertile. 

In embracing such extensive districts of country and giving their general characteristics there are, 
of course, many traits and peculiarities belonging to the minor divisions which must be passed over and 
left unnoticed. 


Materials, dc. 


sy making judicious selections, timber of good quality can be conveniently procured for all the 
purposes of this road, 

Sandstone, which was freely used in the earlier constructions of this work, having proved to be a 
defective and unsafe material, the use of it has been entirely excluded from the road. 

From the Ohio State line to the west fork of White Water, a distance of about twenty miles, stone 
may be obtained in great abundance for the uses of the road. The stone here found is a good secondary 
limestone; but as the strata in which it oceurs are generally very thin, it is not well adapted to building 
purposes. 

From this point to Indianapolis good limestone will be procured with considerable difficulty and 
expense. The average distance to which it must be hauled will probably not be less than twelve miles. 
This difficulty will, however, be partially obviated by the frequent occurrence of a species of stone, usually 
denominated “ boulders.” These occur in detached spherical masses of various sizes, sometimes upon the 
surface and sometimes imbedded in the earth. They are a species of granite, are very hard, will answer 
well for macadamizing, but cannot be used for building. 

At no point on the road, perhaps, would it be more difficult to procure a supply of good limestone 
than at Indianapolis. Good building stone cannot, it is believed, be procured nearer than the Putnamville 
quarries, a distance of about 30 miles. The macadamizing materials now delivering in that vicinity are 
boulders and pebbles. The pebbles are principally obtained from the beds of White river and Eagle 
creek. The same character of materials must be used in macadamizing the road for a considerable distance 
rast and west of that point. 

After reaching Belleville, eighteen miles west of Indianapolis, limestone suitable for macadamizing 
can be obtained. And as we proceed still further west we approach the fine quarries of Putnam county, 
where limestone is found immediately on the line of the road, of a very superior quality, and in almost inex- 
haustible quantities. From thence on to the IHinois line limestone can be procured, without any very 
considerable difficulty, for all the ordinary purposes of the road. A considerable quantity of very large 
stone being required for the construction of the Wabash bridge, it will be obtained at points near the 
river, and will be transported by water to the site of the bridge. 

Stone in considerable quantities has already been delivered at different points along the line of the 
road, 

For an account of the increase of population, and of the general growth and improvement of the 
country along the line of the road, | would respectfully refer you to a statistical table forwarded herewith. 


Funds, estimates, &e. 


’ 


By referring to annual statement No. 1, herewith sent, it will be seen that the amount due on 
contracts on September 30, 18387, exceeded the amount of available funds by $25,362. It is believed, 
however, that the materials which the contractors are bound to receive, and the tools which they will 
probably purchase from the road, together with the amount due on contracts which will probably be 
relinquished or forfeited prior to their completion, will amount to a sum equal to, 1f not greater, than this 
excess. As an evidence of the correctness of this opinion, it may be stated that the contract for section 
O, on the western division of the road, amounting to $8,637 27, has been forfeited by the contractor, and 
has been annulled by the superintendent, since the 30th of September. 

In 1834 an estimate was made of the amount necessary to complete the road in this State; and in 
1835 an estimate was made of the amount necessary to construct a bridge across the Wabash river. It 
will be perceived, from annual statement No. 2, that both these amounts have’ been increased by the 
estimates of the present year. This increase may be accounted for by the higher prices to be paid for 
tools, implements, and materials used in construction, and by the great advance in the rates of labor since 
the dates of the original estimates. Another reason for increasing the estimate of 1834 is, that no estimate 
has heretofore been made for completing the mile extending through the town of Indianapolis, All 
iIncasurements, reckonings, and estimates heretofore made of the road have commenced at the eastern and 
western extremities of Indianapolis, and have proceeded to the east and west; the mile extending through 
the town having been left entirely out of consideration. 

Below is given a plan of operations, which it 
land road in Indiana, during 


y 


s proposed to adopt, for the continuation of the Camber- 
the year 1838, and upon which is founded the estimate of the amount of funds 


required for its continuation during that year. 
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Near Richmond. 
To macadamize cight miles of the road, the grading, draining, and bridging of 


which is now under contract............ Aa oeOees $96, 000 
To prepare ten additional miles for the metallic cover...... ...... eee ee eee 06, 500 
—— $112, 500 
# , 


Near Indianapolis. 


To complete entirely thirty miles of the road; fifteen miles on the cast and fifteen 


miles on the west of the points at which the present contracts terminate. ... 225, 000 


225, 000 


Near Terre Haute. 
To macadamize cight miles of the road, the grading, &c., of which is either finished 
D2, 000 
40, 000 
20, 500 


br mnder Gontract. .......060 +. Teer Tere ere ee 
To prepare eight additional miles for the metallic cover...............00- pine 
To construct bridge abutments in the bottom west of the Wabash river.......... 


112, 500 
Wabash bridge. 
50, 000 50, 000 


500, 000 


To collect and prepare materials for the construction of this bridge.......... pens 
Total amount required for 1838......... eee ere eee ee (Ee eRPA paw ee « 
The above amount of $500,000 it is respectfully recommended may be furnished at the earliest 


practicable period. 
CUMBERLAND ROAD, ILLINOIS. 


The operations on this work were, during the year 1856, confined principally to that portion of the 
road between the Indiana State line and a point thirty miles west of it. At alate period of the season 
operations were commenced on the western division of the road, in the vicinity of Vandalia. But the 
officer having the immediate charge of this division of the road being ordered tu join his regiment, the 
operations were discontinued soon after their commencement. 

During the months of October and November, 1836, the operations on the road consisted of— 

Grading, at different points between the 6th and 30th and between the 83d and 90th miles of the 
road, reckoning from the Indiana State line. 

QVuarrying and hauling stone, for bridges and culverts on the eastern division of the road. 
Masonry—cutting stone for bridees and culverts, and laying stone in culverts on the eastern division 


of the road. 

Carpentry—repairing and securing wooden superstructures of bridges; constructing tools, implements, 
&e., for the use of the road. 

The weather being very unfavorable to the operations at that season of the year, but little could be 
done. Some portions of the grade were finished; but the greater part of it was left, at the close of 
operations, in an unfinished state. 

About the Ist of December all operations were discontinued, except those of carpentry, which were 
quite limited, and those of cutting and quarrying stone; the number of quarrymen employed being 
sufficient only to furnish the cutters with stone. These operations were carried on during the winter at 
reduced wages. 

Shortly after the receipt of the information that an additional sum had been appropriated for the 
continuation of this work, and that a change was to be introduced in the method of conducting the opera- 
tions, preparations were made for the speedy resumption of operations upon several of the works of 
masonry on the eastern division of the road. The reasons for commencing these operations, and for con- 
tinuing them upon several of the works until within a short time of the first letting of contracts, were to 
retain upon the works those laborers and mechanics whose places, if they left, could not be supplied, to 
finish such of the works as were liable to be injured by remaining in their then condition, and to insure 
the hasty completion of such others as were necessary to be finished before the operations of grading, by 
contract, could be commenced in their vicinity. 

After the passage of the law making so radical a change in the method of conducting the operations, 
an entirely new survey and estimate of those portions of the road intended to be put under contract 
became necessary. An assistant engineer was despatched to Vandalia, early in the spring, to make these 
preparations; but his health being ill, and it being impossible to furnish him with any aid until after the 
lettings in Indiana had taken place at Richmond and Indianapolis, the operations at this point were 
necessarily delayed until late in the season. He was joined at Vandalia by others of the party about the 
Ist of July, and on the 20th of that month the first lettings for Hlinois took place. The last sections put 
under contract at Vandalia were let out on the 12th of August. During the season ten sections have been 
put under contract at Vandalia, amounting to the sum of $93,765 91. These contracts provide for the 
completion of the grading, draining, and masonry, from the eighty-first mile of the road to the termination 
of its location at Vandalia. They embrace a distance of nine miles, and include, among other works, the 
bridge over the Kaskaskia river, the diflicult embankment and large bridges in its bottom, and the smaller 
bridges over east and west Sand crecks. 

After leaving Vandalia, preparations were continued for letting out contracts on the eastern division 
of the road, and accordingly eleven sections were put under contract at Marshall between the 31st of 
August and the 25th of September. These contracts comprise all the bridges, the heavy excavations and 
embankment, and the larger culverts from the State line to the end of the twelfth mile. Within this dis- 
tance there are a few old culverts which must finally be rebuilt, but being as yet in tolerable condition 


they were not included in the contracts. Some portions of the old grade were, for the same reasons, not 
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included, The foundations of the old bridges were so insecure, their abutments were generally composed 
of such worthless materials, and all of them so wretchedly constructed, that it was found necessary, in 
every instance, to rebuild them entirely and to construct them of new materials. ‘The wooden super- 
structures, being generally in good condition and their timbers sound, were permitted to remain. Pro- 
visions were made in the contracts, however, for repairing them thoroughly and for remedying the defects 
in their construction by inserting arches and adding overjets when necessary. 

Owing to the scarcity of laborers, the difficulty of procuring mechanics, the great distance to which 
stone, in many instances, must be hauled, and also to guard against the delay which wet seasons and 
high waters would occasion, the period fixed for the completion of some of the more important contracts 
has been made to extend to the Ist of July, 1839. Three contracts on the eastern and one on the western 
division of the road are to be completed on or before the 31st of December next. 

During the present season twenty-one sections of the road in Illinois have been put under contract. 
These contracts provide for the construction of ten bridges, of spans varying from twenty to three hundred 
feet, and requiring 6,765 perches of stone for their completion; twenty culverts, to contain, when finished, 
1,086 perches of stone, 285,162 cubic yards of earth, to be made into embankment, and about an equal 
quantity of earth is to be excavated; add draining, paving, sodding, repairing, &c. 


$186,332 08 





nnn Or OD, ed cre ne a Ee oe peels ean oaa 6 eaewa de hwaseuns 
Rene tr IN 5 5ks wv aswee ca eunceeesecoeed Mapa eae ea rar tape Maytals ors Sons testa agence 213,875 79 
mavees of comtracte over ecetimates. ... 6... .0c6 cc cceccccecccsces Lp Webiaememe 27,043 71 


It will thus be seen that the contracts in this State have been taken at an advance upon the esti- 


mate of less than 15 per cent. 
For further particulars in relation to the contracts | would respectfully refer you to a statement of 
those entered into during the season, which is enclosed and forwarded herewith. 


Result of the operations.— Work done by hired labor. 


Number of yards of excavation ...... PP TT ee ee TTT Te eee ee ee ee joc 2 
Number of yards made into embankment...... [theses eKee eae SAVES OSES E CROCS SRS, 
ee ey eee ee eee ae 5,256 
Number of perches of stone delivered at sites of different works................0 00058. ieiaee. > 

947 


Poe OT SRPCREE-GT BUM TORE Trt CHRDOMEY 5 ae 6 ioe 56s sew eda see tense eieeerssescccucsaes 
INDUCT Ol eC TIO: SUOMG GCUiGieccs.c.0, 6-60-0040 a releuas Se ous lorb.050 lorena eve Wie sua dere) v wre Role. bike eee ge ieee 


9,185 


The grading was done previous to the passage of the law directing a change in the method of 
conducting the operations. 

The large arch culvert on the eighth and a Gothic culvert on the ninth mile have been executed in a 
manner combining every requisite of neatness and durability. The masonry of the arch culverts on the 
fifth and eleventh miles, and of a Gothic culvert on the tenth mile, were so far progressed with as to 
insure their completion by the 15th of October. The stone quarried and delivered for the other works on 
the eastern division of the road, which have since been put under contract, amounts to about three-fourths 
of the quantity necessary for their construction. A considerable quantity of this stone has also been cut 
and is now ready for laying in masonry. The wooden superstructures of several bridges, whose abut- 
ments were likely to tumble down, have been secured by trestles in such a manner that the old abutments 
may be torn away and others built in their places. 


Work done by contract. 


The operations under the contract system not having fairly commenced at the date of the last esti- 
mate, (20th September,) they can scarcely be said to have resulted in anything that may be embodied in 
areport. One hundred and fifteen perches of stone had been delivered, eight hundred and thirty feet of 
stone had been cut, and twelve thousand three hundred and fifty cubic yards of earth had been excavated 
and made into embankment. Since that time, however, the number of laborers and mechanics employed 
has been more than doubled, and the works are now progressing with great rapidity; and should the 
season continue to prove favorable, the foundations of several of the largest bridges will be laid, a large 
amount of materials will be collected, and such other progress will be made as will enable the contractors 
to finish their sections some months before the stipulated time. 


Present condition of the work. 


The road, to the termination of its location at Vandalia, has been opened throughout its whole extent. 

During the earlier stages of the work the grading was principally confined to the more level parts 
of the timbered land. Several miles of the grade were thrown up at different intervals, and were con- 
sidered as finished. The grading of a more recent date has been confined chiefly to the heavy cuts and 
fills, which, on the eastern division of the road particularly, are very numerous, 

Those portions of the grade which have been finished make a firm, smooth, and delightful road. The 
subsoil consists of a grayish clay, with a considerable admixture of sand. When thrown up it con- 
solidates quickly, becomes wet with little rain, dries rapidly without cracking, and again becomes 
smooth with little travel. Where it is necessary to make cuts in the hills the clay is of a much more 
tenacious kind, is mixed with small gravel, and is difficult to excavate. Through the prairie lands little 
grading has been done. During the greater portion of the year the road may be travelled with 
comparative ease; but during the thaws of the spring and the seasons of heavy rains it cannot be passed 
without great fatigue and difficulty. 

Bridges, either of a temporary or permanent character, have been constructed over nearly all the 
streams of any importance in this State. All the masonry, however, which was constructed in the earlier 
progress of the work has been condemned as perishable and insufficient. Not a perch ef it, constructed 
prior to the year 1834, is in a condition to be turned over to the State. Every bridge, without exception, 
and almost every culvert, will require to be reconstructed of entirely new materials, the cost of the new 
works being enhanced by the labor of removing the rubbish of the old. 
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The wooden superstructures, having been secured in their positions by trestles, are still accessible 
to the travel; and the facilities which are thus afforded, together with the improvements which have been 
made by grading, either partially or entirely, some of the more difficult portions of the road, have given 
this route, during a considerable portion of the year, a preference over all others in its viemity, and it is 
now daily thronged with persons emigrating to the interior of this State, to Missouri, and other portions 
of the west. 


Resources of the country jor the construction of the roads.—Lace of the country, soil, ce. 


than any other portion of the State. 

Commencing at the State line, and proceeding along the line of the road for a distance of near 
thirty miles, the country is broken and interspersed with numerous small streams. The growth is white, 
black, red, and post oak, and poplar. The soil is a grayish, or rather a whitish clay, mixed with sand in 
differeut proportions. When thrown up into embankinent it consolidates and becomes firm and smooth, 

On the remaining portion of the road the face of the country, broken and hilly on the streams, 
becomes more undulating as we recede from them, witil finally we emerge into the open, flat, and 


The section of Hlinois through which the road passes is generally less fertile and less productive 


generally wet prairies. 

The width of these prairies varies in proportion to the distance between the watercourses from one 
to fifteen miles. 

The growth of the country bordering on the streams is white, burr, red, and post oak, hickory, and 
ash. The same character of soil (the grayish or whitish clay, mixed with sand) extends generally 
throughout the whole line of the road, and when thrown up and protected from washing will make a 
firm, compact, and smooth road, except during the thaws and heavy rains of the spring. These remarks, 
however, do not apply to those sections of the road extending through the river bottoms, nor to those 
extending through the cuts of the hills. These portions of the road can never be made good without 
a metallic cover. 

When this road was first laid out it may be said to have been located through an almost 
uninhabited region. There were but few inhabitants in its vicinity, and only two settlements were 
found immediately on the line throughout its whole extent. Since that time many settlements and 
improvements have been made, but chiefly with a view to work on the road, or to accommodate the 
travel. Of the many towns projected along its line, but a small number have grown into any 
importance, and many of them do not seem destined to outlive their founders. 


Materials, de. 


The timber used as a material on the road, being employed chietly in the construction of bridges, 
can, it is believed, be found of suitable quality along the streams and near the sites of the works. 

Poplar and several species of the oak are found on the eastern division of the road; but the poplar 
not being found west of the Little Wabash river, the oak must be relied upon entirely for those 
structures which are west of that stream. 

The scarcity of good building stone, and the great distance to which, in many instances, it must be 
hauled, constitute one of the greatest difficulties to be overcome in the construction of this road. Except 
in the vicinity of Big and Little creeks, on the 7th mile, good building stone is nowhere found 
immediately on the line of the road. 

From the State line to the 25th mile of the road building stone of an excellent quality may be 

le difficulty and expense, the distance to which it must be hauled 


procured with comparatively litt 
varying from a few yards to about seven miles, 

From the 25th to the 50th mile the only stone found is a thin, shelly, bastard limestone. This 
occurs in considerable quantities, but owing to the heavy stripping of earth the quarrying is expensive; 
and it must be hauled to distances varying from three and a half to fourteen miles. This stone is found 
on the Embarras river and its tributaries. 

From the 50th to the 60th mile bastard limestone of an excellent quality is found, and is rather 
more conveniently situated to the road. 

From the 60th to the 90th mile of the road building stone is less abundant than on any other 
division in the State. The stone found is an excellent material, but the transportation, varying from six 
to eighteen miles, will render the cost of the works exceedingly great. 


Funds, estimates, dc. 


It will be seen by annual statement No. 1, sent herewith, that the amount due on contracts on the 
30th of September, 1837, exceeded the amount of available funds by $8,053 71. It is believed, however, 
that the materials which the contractors are to receive, and the tools, implements, &c., which they will 
probably purchase from the road, will amount to a sum equal to if not greater than this excess. 

Below is given a plan of operations which it is proposed to adopt for the continuation of the 
Cumberland road in Ilinois during the year 1838, and upon which is based the estimate of the sum 
required for its continuation during that year. 


Eastern division of the road. 


To complete the road from the 15th to Embarras river, on the 38th mile, viz: grading 26 
miles of the road; constructing culverts on the same; constructing bridge of 80 feet 
span over west fork of Mill creek, and bridge of 100 feet span over north fork of 
Embarras river, and constructing several smaller bridges.................+- 2+. $150, 000 00 


Western division of the road. 


To complete the road from the 81st to the 62d mile, inclusive, viz: grading 20 miles of 
road; constructing culverts on the same; constructing bridge of 150 fect span over 


Little Wabash river, and constructing several smaller bridges...........00.200008 150, 000 00 


300, 000 00 
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The sections embraced in this plan of operations, together with the sections now under contract, 
comprise the whole extent of the road, with the exception of about twenty-four miles, fifteen of which are 
prairie. 

The above amount of $800,000, it is respectfully recommended, may be furnished at as early a date 


as practicable. 
Remarks applicable to the road in both Sta'es. 


It would be difficult to say at what period these works may be expected to be completed, since it will 
depend principally upon the sums appropriated for their continuance, and upon the seasonableness or 
unseasonableness of the times at which the appropriations are made, Should, however, the sums annually 
required be furnished at an early period of cach successive year, the works, with the exception, perhaps, 
of the Wabash bridge, may be completed in three years from this time. 

The history of these works, since they came under the charge of their present superintendent, has 
been one of difficulty and embarrassment throughout, arising partly out of the nature of the previous 
alterations, the character and scarcity of labor, the small amounts and unseasonableness of the appropria- 
tions, the restrictions and changes in the method of conducting the operations the difficulty of making 
disbursements, the magnitude and extent of the charge on the superintendent, and the shifting and 
unsettled character of the assistance allowed him. 

Since 1834 an entire change has taken place in the character of the materials and workmanship 
employed in the construction of the road. Laborers and mechanics have been brought from a distance, 
and many (not among the least valuable of those in its employ) have learned their trades and obtained a 
knowledge of their respective arts whilst engaged in the construction of the road. 

In the absence of other and necessary assistance, resort has been had to such aid as could be procured 
from the pursuits of civil life But a sufficient namber of skilful, competent, and eflicient engineers 
being difficult to procure, some others have been employed and assigned to the more ordinary duties of 
the profession, @ promotion mn rank and an increase of wages being held out as an inducement to 
application and improvement. 

The recent change introduced in the method of conducting the operations has occasioned a loss to the 
works of a great portion of the season. Before operations could be commenced by contract, surveys, 
calculations, estimates, drawings, specifications, &c., were necessary to be made. These preparations 
were commenced early in April, and between that time and the latter part of September contracts were 
let out at Richmond, Indianapolis, Terre Haute, Marshall, and Vandalia, providing for operations at 
different points along the whole extent of the line, a distance of 240 miles. 

Among the many difficulties which have beset this work, that of making the disbursements has not 
been the least. It is impossible for any individual superintending a work of such extent as this to attend 
to all his various duties and personally to disburse money at different points so remote. No assistants 
having of late been detailed for this purpose, it became necessary, in order to extend and prosecute the 
works, that some arrangements should be made. As a last resort, propositions were submitted to the 
different banks along the line of the road. The only terms that could be offered were, that the banks 
should receive the money on deposit, make out the accounts, and pay off laborers, contractors, or others, 
without expense to the United States or to the superintendent. Onerous as these conditions might appear, 
they were freely accepted by some of the banks, and were, in consequence of voluntary arrangements 
among the citizens, finally acceded to by all. These institutions are now making the disbursements for 
the road, but by a single order of the directors*the arrangement could be destroyed, and difficulty and 
embarrassment would inevitably ensue. The speedy adoption of some measures by which the liability to 
such results may be removed, and by which the money may be disbursed with regularity and certainty, 
is earnestly but respectfully recommended, 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
C, A. OGDEN, Captain Corps of Engineers. 

General C. Gratiot, Chief Engineer, Washington 





ze 
Report of the Board of Visitors of the Military Academy. 


Unirep States Miuirary Acapemy, West Point, June 17, 18387. 

Sir: The board of visitors, who, in compliance with your request, have attended the examination of 
the United States Military Academy, discovered, in entering on the duties assigned them, that an 
extensive field of inquiry and observation was presented, deeply important, from the interesting results 
immediately involved, and the incidental responsibilities attaching to their commission, were induced, as 
a preliminary step, to ascertain the sources from which their ultimate decisions should be drawn. This 
was effected with great facility, and they feel a high gratification in acknowledging that every department 
of the institution was made tributary to the object—every means called for being furnished by the 
superintendent and the very able and intelligent gentlemen who are at the head of the several departments. 

As none of the members of the board had ever been present at any previous examination, it is not in 
their power to state the progress which may have been made in the improvement of the discipline or the 
course of studies of the cadets, nor to present a comparison between the actual and any preceding state 
of the academy; but so far as they were enabled to judge from what passed under their notice, they are 
gratified in being able to state that the examination of the classes generally in their respective branches 
of study was highly creditable both to the institution and its pupils. 

The first or graduating class was examined on the subjects of civil and military engineering, ethics, 
rhetoric, constitutional law, and artillery and infantry tactics, on each of which subjects the young 
gentlemen exhibited a proficiency highly honorable to the class in general, and gratifying to the board. 
The impression left by this examination on the minds ef the board was, that these graduates would pass 
from the institution ably fitted to the discharge of the important duties of the various stations they may 
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be called to oecupy, whether in the public service of their country, or in those positions in civil life for 
this institution more particularly qualifies them. And the board would 


which the edueation received at 
crowing out of this education will most fully reflect back 


further express a confident belief that the results 
onferred on the pupils of this sehool. 
and experimental plilosophy, chemistry, and landscape 
nan especial manner notice the highly creditable per- 
hesas alike honorable to the attention and zeal of the 


on the country the enlarged benefits which are ¢ 

The second class was examined in natural 
and topographical drawing. The board would 
formances of this class in cach of these brane 
instructors and to the application of the pupils. 

The third and fourth classes were examined in mathematies and French. The proficiency exhibited 
by the members of those classes was such as to give the most entire satisiaction to this board, who cannot 
close this very brief expression of their praise without congratulating the institution that the plan of the 
highly accomplished professors who but lately occupied the chair of mathematics should have been so ably 
filled, as the results of this examination fully prove that it is, by the talented young officer who now so 
advantageously presides in it. 

In closing this very brief and general expression of the impressions left upon them by this review of 
the entire course of studies pursued at the institution, this board must permit themselves to offer a few 
observations. They regard this examination asa fair and unexceptionable test of the actual acquirements 
made by the cadets, so far as a public and limited examination on some of the branches of cach course of 
proficiency of the pupil on the whole. The text-books used by 





study ean be taken as a criterion of the 
each class were placed before this board, and they were invited to select the subject for examination for 
each cadet, and to put such questions during the examination as they might deem fit. This duty the 
board performed, and it is upon an examination conducted in chief by gentlemen* who, from their official 
callings, habits, and pursuits, were especially qualified for such investigation, that the deliberate opinion 
here expressed is founded. 

That all the members of each class should not have appeared with equal advantage when put to so 


fair a trial, is not ascribable to any cause known to the board, except to that diversity of physical 
The professors are generally the 


capacity and talent which no education can soon cause to disappear. 
same who conducted the studies of preceding classes—gentlemen entirely devoted to the best interests 
of the institution, and peculiarly fitted for the important duties they discharge. It is not the provinee of 
this board to eulogize the services and worth of public servants; but when to talents, rarely the gift to 
individuals, is combined an active zeal in the performance of Jaborious duties, involving the highest 
trusts, the board will not repress an expression of the deep sense they entertain of their merits, nor 
h due respect, their claims upon your kind attention, so far as they can be made 


hesitate to urge, wit 
available in rendering their positions agreeable and pleasant to them. 

The attention of the board was particularly directed to every point by which the physical comforts of 
the cadets were in any way affected. They accordingly made a thorough inspection of the barracks, 
hospital, commons, &c., and found that everything jad been and was done by the officers presiding over 
their respective departments which could in any way contribute to the comfort and convenience of those 
under their care. Good order and neatness were observable throughout all these arrangements, with 
such checks instituted into the expenditure of the cadets as must completely secure them from any impo- 
sition, should any attempt of that character be ever made. 

In examining into the wants of the institution, the board considered the improvements called for in 
the different branches of the institution, the discipline, the moral training, and the comforts of the cadets. 

In the first of these, the board would respectfully call your attention to the inadequate number of 
officers allowed from the army to the institution to perform the duties of assistant professors, This sub- 
brought under the notice of the Secretary of War in the able 
report made by the board of visitors of 1835. No amelioration, so far as this board can learn, grew out 
of that recommendation; nor have the various representations, which they understand have been subse- 


ject was most pertinently and strong]y 


quently made by the academic staff on the same point, met with more success. Most of the departments 
of the institution are at this moment laboring under the obstacles thus thrown in their way; and nothing 
but the most incessant and arduous labor, abridging accorded indulgences, and trenching on the means 
of health, has enabled several of the professors to carry forward their pupils under this state of things. 

The board would not give a positive opinion on the claims of the institution upon the services of 
officers of the army who have been graduated from it; but it does strike them that there is some claim, 
perhaps a strong one, arising simply out of the relation of the graduate and his alina mater—and it does 
further appear that the young officer cannot be placed in a position more favorable to the advancement 
of his own qualifications, or be made more generally useful, than in imparting to others the acquirements 
he has made at this institution. 

The board, in connexion with this subject, would bring under your notice the present position of the 
acting professor of chemistry. This able officer, with responsibilities and duties in nowise inferior to 
those of any of his colleagues, has neither the advantages presented by the permanent character, nor by 
the allowances made them under their commissions. The board, therefore, suggest that it would be not 
only an act of strict justice to have his chair placed on the same level with those of his colleagues, but 
that it would advance the best interests of the academy to give him a stake in its concerns, which, 
though he now acts under its influence, certainly can arise out of nothing but a pure and highly com- 
mendable zeal for its cause, 

The departments of enginecring, natural philosophy, chemistry, drawing, and the library, are still in 
a very incomplete condition, owing to the want of sufficient models and books appertaining to these differ- 
ent branches, and to suitable accommodations and conveniences in the buildings of the institution for the 
purposes of the classes taught. The board, therefore, would, ta an especial manner, recommend. this 
subject also to your consideration; for they are fully satisfied that results can only be proportioned to the 
means placed at the disposal of the officer. Ifthe latter are insuflicient, it is exacting too much to expect 
that the former shall be of a favorable character. If much has been done without adequate means, if 
but seems more forcibly to illustrate the claims of the professor upon the attention of the government, 
and is a virtual pledge of better future performances with increased means. From what the board have 
been able to learn, as set forth in the reports of their committees, but small yearly appropriations will be 


required to enable these departments to keep pace with the rest of the scientific world; and these, they 





* Presidents Adams and Wayland, with Professor Dod, were members of the board. 
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feel a confident hope, will be granted by the country, when their obvious utility, indeed their indispensable 
necessity, are so fully shown. 

With regard to the actual discipline of the school, and the moral training of the cadets, as compared 
with any preceding period, this board can give no information which you do not already possess, for the 
reasons assigned in the first part of this report. The effects of discipline are rather felt than seen; and 
it requires a longer habitual intercourse with the young gentlemen of this corps than the board have 
enjoyed to enable them to speak advisedly or understandingly on this point. There are, however, some 
suggestions (even under the acknowledged incompeteney) which the board would throw out at hazard. 

They have great faith in the mode of government for military men, or those training to the profession 
of arms, which has resulted from the long experience of so many nations; and they therefore would with 
great hesitation advise any change which would not present almost a moral certainty of ameliorating, 
and not conflict with the sterner obligations to duty. But as parents, as members of the great Christian 
family, they would ask whether more security might not arise from the moral influence of a zealous, con- 
scientious chaplain on these youths than by any other known means. Approving of the system of trial 
by court-martial in an institution like this, they would ask, whether the present practice, which obtains 
in these trials, is the best that could be devised for convicting and punishing the offender against good 
morais or discipline. They would ask whether it is not exposing an ingenuous youth to a fearful moral 
trial, to coerce his presence, and exact from him, under oath, testimony which must go to the conviction 
of a fellow-comrade, (perhaps no more culpable than himself,) and results in his own dismission from the 
academy with disgrace. It.is enough to touch thus lightly on the subject; the board do not intend more 
in this place than to throw out some general remarks; more would, indeed, be unnecessary; for the sub- 
ject you will find discussed in detail in the very able report of one of the committees. Their object here 
is only to invite your attention to what struck them as a most momentous concern to the highly intel- 
ligent youths with whom they have been brought into contact. Are they all the board could wish them ? 
and they sincerely believe they approach near to that condition, still they would guard them from evil by 
the most effectual of trials, selfarraignment before the tribunal of conscience. ‘The board do not, sir, 
offer you a remedy, if one be necessary; they only commit the subject to your care, feeling assured that 
the parental interest you must take in the institution will lead you to apply the most proper correction. 

With regard to the improvements called for in the physical comforts of the cadets, the board would 
observe that the barracks now occupied by them are ill arranged and inconvenient structures for the 
purpose to which they are applied. Three or four cadets are huddled together in rooms, some of which 
are barely sufficient for the comfortable accommodation of two persons, and some not large enough for 
the comfortable accommodation of one alone. The board would therefore recommend a thorough exami- 
nation, by a competent board of engineer officers, into the present state of the buildings, to the end that, 
if they admit of alteration, by which comfort and salubrity can be obtained, it be made as speedily as it 
can be done. 

In connexion with this subject the board would offer some further suggestions which have grown out 
of their examination into the fiscal concerns of the institution. With every confidence in the officer 
selected by the Secretary of War to preside over this institution, they would still inquire whether the 
large improvements in the way of the erection of new buildings, demolishing or removing old ones, 
changing the physical aspect of the Point, by opening new avenues and clearing away its timber, should 
not undergo the revision of a board of competent engineer officers before the plans are submitted to the 
Secretary of War for his approval. This method, the board believe, is pursued in the engineer and ordnance 
corps, and in other branches of service where large disbursements are made; and it is one which further 
strikes the board a proper regard for the strict application of the public calls for in all cases, not only to 
secure the public against damage, but to relieve the officer himself from a heavy responsibility which he 
onght not unnecessarily be made to bear, 

The board would further recommend that all further disbursements for the library be placed under 
the care of a committee of the academic staff, to be elected amnually from and by their own body; 
and that it be made their duty to see that this most important auxiliary to the well being of the school 
be supplied with the most useful and necessary works; and that they be kept in as good a state as the 
funds yearly granted by Congress for it, when most judiciously applied, will admit of. 

They would also advise that no future appropriations be asked for by any department of the institution, 
except for specific objects, the cost of which shall be previously ascertained as nearly as practicable; and 
that it be made obligatory upon the heads of each department to see that the appropriation, when granted, 
be applied promptly and specifically to the purpose for which it was asked; and that in future no sum be 
allowed to lie over from year to year, to the prejudice of the institution. They would finally suggest and 
recommend that these provisions for future disbursement be made immediately to apply to all unexpended 
balanees now on hand. 

The board observed with regret that the subjects of mineralogy and geology, although constituting 
a part of the regular course of studies prescribed for the cadets, had for some time back been omitted, 
owing to a want of sufficient instructors in the chemical department. This omission, which the board 
regard as a serious defect in the general course of instruction, they understand might be remedied by 
having another assistant professor detailed from the line of the army to attend to this branch. The 
importance of this study to those engaged in civil engineering, or in the survey of the country, is too 
obvious to call for any particular remarks from the board. They would therefore simply confine themselves 
to urging on your consideration the propriety of making such immediate provision for its future prosecu- 
tion at the Military Academy as your oflice may place at your disposal; and that, at some opportune 
moment, the subject be brought before Congress, in order that a more permanent provision be made to 
carry out those of a temporary character which you may have been pleased to introduce. 

The late addition to our military establishment of two regiments of light dragoons, as well as the 
repeated recommendations of previous boards of visitors, have suggested to this board whether some 
provision should not be made to have a school of cavalry tactics attached to this academy. The importance 
of early training to those who are to constitute a permanent part of this force the board deems of sufficient 
weight to fix your attention upon the best means of accomplishing it. They have not, however, sufficient 
data to enable them to point out the manner in which the object to be attained might be best arrived at, 
and would therefore leave its details entirely in your hands as one who is more conversant with the 
facilities which the service itself offers for giving effect to their recommendations. They therefore only 
reiterate their convictions of the necessity of some preparatory school for cavalry officers, which, it 
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strikes them, is scarecly less important than the schools of artillery and infantry tactics, through which 
the officers of these arms of service are now obliged to pass. 

In closing their general report, the board would refer you to the separate reports of their several 
committees, as containing the most elaborate and ample details on the different subjects confided to their 
investigation, and which in this place they have been able only to present you with such a very cursory 
glance. Could the board permit themselves to indulge in all the reflections that have been called forth 
by the very interesting and highly important duties in which they have been engaged, they are fearful 
that, however pleasing the theme to themselves and instructive to the public, the report might deter many 
from its persual by its length. They will therefore terminate it by asking any candid inquirer after truth, 
any citizen solicitous for his country’s good alone, any patriot proud of the elevated rank she is destined 
to take among the nations of the earth, whether this institution is fulfilling the great ends of its original 
founders, and the best wishes of its present friends, in the aid which the country at large is deriving 
from the number of well-trained youths in the military profession which it yearly sends forth, not only 
into the regular service of the nation, but into the ranks of the militia, scarcely less the immediate object 
of public care. Whether the bond of union between these two branches of our military force is not 
daily deriving more strength from the concert of action which necessarily arises from a common source 
of instruction at which beth are now being supplied. Whether the obstacles to a perpetual union, arising 
from the great veographical divisions of our country, and to which the monitory voice of the illustrious 
Washington referred, and so anxiously sought to guard it, can be overcome by any more effective means 
than in the diffusion of knowledge from a single source, and teaching her sons, when men can alone be 
tauglit with the certainty of success, that lesson of divine wisdom, love one another. Whether the 
country has not reaped, and is not now daily reaping, from building up and sustaining this institution, 
benefits immeasurably greater than she has conferred in a pecuniary point of view. And whether, finally, 
a cheaper plan, equally effective, can be devised by human wisdom for attaining the objects, which it 
was intended to accomplish, of supplying the army and militia with able, intelligent officers, and in the 
diffusion of sound military instruction throughout the country. 

The opinion maturely arrived at by this board, upon a close and laborious investigation into the con- 
cerns of the academy, is, that it is altogether worthy of the future patronage of the people—worthy as a proud 
memorial of that exalted beneficence which, with equal hand, extends its blessings to the rich and poor. 
It will be a happy recollection, sir, for them to call up at some future day, that the soundness of this 
opinion has been sustained by the concurring voices of their fellow-citizens, to whom they submit it, with 
an earnest recommendation that the academy be amply fostered and jealously intrusted only to those who 
shall show themselves worthy of appreciating and carrying out its ereat purposes. 

THOMAS BENNETT, President, South Carolina. 
JOSEPH ADAMS, Jassachusetts. 

FRANCIS WAYLAND, Rhode Island. 

JAMES McKOWN, New York. 

RUTGER B. MILLER, New York. 

ALBERT B. DOD, New Jersey. 

JOIN MILES, Secretary, Pennsylvania. 

ELLIS LEWIs, Pennsylvania. 

HENRY ROGERS, Pennsylvania. 

JACOB WAGENER, Pennsylvania, 

HENRY HUNTT, District of Columbia. 

JAMES ROGERS, South Carolina. 

JAMES 8S. BULLOCK, Georgia. 

JOUN C. MULLAY, Zennessee. 

WM. M. DUNN, Jndiana. 

M. ARBUCKLE, Brigadier General United States Army. 

Hon, Secretary or War. 


No. 1. 


Mr. Mires, from the committee to whom was referred the “military department, including engineering and 
tactics,” made the following report: 


The committee, in the performance of the duties assigned them, have endeavored to avoid interfering 
with the peculiar province of any other of the standing committees of the board. The department allotted 
to us is undoubtedly one of the most important, because, in its scope and by relation it embraces all the 
others; but the committee will only advert to those topics which demand their peculiar attention. The 
institution is based upon the enumerated powers of the general government “to provide for the common 
defence.” It has, therefore, for its grand object the cultivation of military knowledge in all its branches, to 
be used in the service of the country when needed, and by means of which only can the common defence 
be provided for. In the language of Washington, “the institution of a military academy is reeommended 
by cogent reasons. However pacific the general policy of a nation may be, it ought never to be without 
a stock of military knowledge for emergencies ”* Accordingly, the academy, its instructors, and students, 
form a part of the army establishment of the United States. The cadets are liable to be called into actual 
service at any moment, and the whole institution is amenable to the War Department.} When the cadet 
has graduated, he is placed on the army list for promotion, or he may altogether retire to the walks of 
civil life. In either case, he has acquired a vast fund of military knowledge, which is ready at the call of 
his country, whenever made, and which, in time of peace, is devoted to the various works of art which 
benefit the people; or it diffuses itself amone the latter, fostering and establishing the efficiency of a 
citizen soldiery. 

“A nilitary academy,” says the Senate of the United States, in an address to the President, December 


* Speech of President Washington, December 7, 1796.—(American State Papers, Foreign Relations, vol. 3, p. 31.) 
{ Opinion of the Attorney General, August 21, 1819.— American State Papers, Military Alfairs, vol. 2, p. 30.) 
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12, 1796, “may be rendered important. * * * Connected with and supported by such an establishment, 
a well-regulated militia, constituting the natural defence of the country, would prove the most effectual as 
well as economical preservative of peace.” These objects appear to have been kept steadily in view in 
the successive legislations of Congress in reference to this institution. It is undoubtedly true that its 
plan of instruction has become more extensive than was originally contemplated. That plan seems to have 
been designed for a mere tuition of tactics, but in course of time it was found necessary to enlarge the 
system. By force of the principles of economy and safety of the people, the standing army of the nation 
is small, but its territories are extensive, and present a vast seaboard and inland frontier. As the popu- 
lation increased, it then became essentially necessary that the officers of that small army should possess a 
various and extensive knowledge in all the different branches incident and tributary to the art of war. 
Civil and military engineering thus became important, and other branches were found to be equally neces- 
sary. Mincralogy, geology, natural and experimental philosophy, chemistry, mathematics, and drawing, 
all minister to a useful military knowledge. An acquaintance with constitutional law is also as needful 
to the soldier as the citizen, in a country where the rights of the people are fixed and sacred. Ethics, as 
a branch of instruction, is important, if in no other view than this: the students, selected indiscriminately 
from the several parts of the country, are enlisted in the service for a period of years, and at an age when 
the mind is best fitted to receive such moral and political impressions as serve to constitute the high char- 
acter and usefulness of the man in the active scenes of life. To have deprived the students in this academy 
of that knowledge which is open elsewhere to all other classes of the community, would have been to have 
sent them forth to the world deficient in those fixed principles which are required in successful public life 
as well as in the private stations of society—mental discipline; the sense of moral responsibility and the 
obligations of the Christian religion, therefore, became important in every point of view. 

The committee have thus adverted to these matters for the purpose of giving their hearty approbation 
to the course of instruction pursued in this military institution, because the whole of it is directed or neces- 
sarily incident to the purposes of the common defence, and therefore within the provisions of the Constitution 
and true to its founders. In a word, its object is the constitution of a true soldier, who shall serve his 
country “without fear and without reproach.” A soldier whose moral as well as purely professional 
qualities may find deathless examples in the character of a Washington. 

It would seem also to be a subject for inquiry whether the practical results of the institution evince 
that the course of instruction is according to its objects. Your committee have seen no reason to doubt it. 
No appointments of cadets are made from peculiar or favored classes, as far as the committee could ascer- 
tain; on the contrary, the majority of appointments during the last two years have been of persons from 
the poorer classes of our citizens. And in the administration of the academy, during the period of the 
cadets’ study, the dismissions, punishments, and graduations are awarded with the most entire system of 
impartiality. We have seen sons of the most distinguished statesmen and soldiers of the land dismissed 
four misconduct or demerit, while those of the mechanic, the farmer, or the artisan received the proper 
reward for talent and application. These are adverted to, not because the slighest distinctions are made 
in favor of the sons of the poor to the disadvantage of those of the rich, because that would be odiously 
proscriptive, but because it is the fact that all distinctions are unknown, except those which must exist 
between superior intelligence, industry, skill, and merit, and the reverse. 

The “conduct” and “merit” rolls are kept by the heads of the departments, without the slightest 
reason for combination in an unworthy purpose, so that the committee are unaware of any improvement 
in the course of instruction in this respect. Your committee do not feel themselves at liberty to comment 
upon the objections which have occasionally been suggested against the institution in a general point of 
view. Yet they feel bound to state that the utmost economy has been used by the government, as well as 
in the institution, consistently with the important objects in view. And a just compensation for the expen- 
diture is yielded to the nation by a service of four years, under a liability to be called into the field in’ time 
of need; by the military skill, knowledge, and discipline which is carried into the standing army; by the 
eminently valuable services which are rendered in after life by those who continue in the army, with but 
a meager compensation at best, and a distant prospect of promotion to the higher military stations; by 
the diffusion of military knowledge (including civil engineering) among the mass of the people by those 
who resign; and by the ability of the latter to take command of and wield the militia defence of the 
country whenever the footsteps of an invading enemy shall pollute our shores.* As to the military char- 
acter of those who have been in actual service, the history of our wars prove that the children have not 
disgraced the reputation of their parent school. Wherever they have been engaged they have been noted 
for their prudence in design and their intrepidity in execution. In the late Florida campaign, scarcely 
initiated into the active scenes of their profession, they have been found with their wounds in front, shot 
down “on the battle ground of the advanced guard.” We cannot but conclude, and that without 
disparagement to the character of the militia of the country, that, by force of their education, the deeds 
of these graduates have been as honorable to themselves as they have been serviceable to their country. 

The subjects to which the committee devoted special attention were engineering, and artillery and 
infantry tactics. The scope of the course of instruction in both civil and military engineering has been so 
frequently described by former boards as to render any detail at this time unnecessary. Of its great 
value for the purposes of military efficiency the committee entertain the same opinion that has been so 
often expressed. The first or graduating class are engaged during the ten months of the year in appli- 
ration to this branch, and during the present examination great proficiency was displayed by the cadets. 
No changes are necessary or advisable, except the proposed adoption of a text-book, about to be published 
by Professor Mahan, in lien of the lithographed “notes” or “outlines” formerly prepared by this gentle- 
man, whose acknowledged merit, as an accomplished and skilful professor, gives full assurance that the 
change will be highly beneficia!. The committee, however, beg leave to reiterate the necessity of a supply 
of sufficient models. No new ones (except that of a dry dock) have been procured since 1832. The com- 
mittee recommend that they be purchased without any unnecessary delay from the funds already appro- 
priated by the government for that purpose. The possession and use of these are so important to the 


® Up to May 10, 1837, the total number of graduates at this academy is 890. Of these, there are in the military service, 
350; killed in battle, 15; died in service, 120; resigned, 351; declined, 5; disbanded, 27; dropped, 9; dismissed, 13. Of the 
whole number, there were allotted to corps of engineers, 59; topographical engineers, 2; ordnance, 18; light artillery, 43; 
light dragoons, 1; dragoons, 13; mounted rangers, 5; artillery, 374; infantry, 368; marines, 5; rifle, 4; civil service, 1. 

The total number of graduates for the last three years is 141. Of them, there are in the military service, 90; killed in 
battle, 2; died in service, 3; resigned, 45; declined, 1. 





714 MILITARY AFFAIRS. [No. 745. 





student, as well as the teacher, that it is exceedingly desirable this recommendation should meet with the 
earliest practicable attention. 

The committee also beg leave to express their satisfaction at the result of the examination in artillery 
tactics. In the examination hall, on the board, in the laboratory, in the field manoeuvres of the battery, 
mortar practice, and target firing, the class displayed a commendable proficiency, The instruction in this 
department occupies about four months in the year. The text-books are Lallemand’s, and the regulations 
adopted by the board of officers in 1825. It is much to be regretted that, in this important arm 
of the service, there has been no system adopted. The committee think it not only of great importance 
to this institution, but to the country, that immediate steps should be taken by the government towards 
the establishment of a system of artillery tactics embracing the latest improvements of other nations. The 
academic board have authorized Lieutenant Anderson, under whose charge this department has been con- 
ducted, to prepare notes on the service of artillery in the field, in sieges, campaigns, &c.; but the ‘want of 
a regulation book on this subject, combining the experience and knowledge of the nations most expert in 
the art of war, is evident. In this important branch, too, the want of a regular professorship, with an 
assistant, is severely felt, and it is strenuously urged to the consideration of the War Depart- 

* ment. In addition to the new field battery which is under progress at the Watervliet arsenal, and which 
will shortly be finished, in order to render this department complete, there are required the following: 

Ist. Two 12-pounders, iron, with carriages. 

2d. Two 6-pounders, iron, with carriages. 

> 3d. One 24-pounder, howitzer, long, with carriage. 

4th. One 12-pounder, howitzer, long, with carriage. 

5th. A siege mortar, iron bed. 

6th. Regulation eprouvette and balls, 

Tth. Materials for six mortar platforms. 

All the deficiencies previously pointed out (with the exception of the light battery for manceuvring) 
still remain without a provision for a remedy, which is the subject of the strongest censure. 

The committee further request that it may be urged upon the War Department to provide for the pro- 
curement of models of carriages of the various kinds used in service, to wit: Field, siege, and garrison 
carriages; models of Congreve rockets, with pattern guns of each kind of the small arms now in use, or as 
they may hereafter be adopted, viz: musket, rifle, carbine, and pistols, with accoutrements. All these will 
greatly assist the professor in giving instruction. 

The committee have been informed that there are scattered, at different posts and arsenals of the 
country, frophy pieces of the revolutionary war. Although not strictly within the line of their duty, they 
take the liberty to suggest that these be ordered by the Secretary of War to be collected and deposited 
here under the charge of the instructor of artillery. While they will be considered by all as interesting 
relics, they will serve to awaken associations and remembrances of the glorious deeds of the revolution 
in the minds of the youths educated here Your committee therefore think there is no such fitting place 
for a depot as the Military Academy of the country. The committee further feel it their duty to call atten- 
tion to the want of horses for instruction in cavalry tactics and the art of horsemanship. This has been 
so repeatedly urged that nothing remains to be added to the subject, except the suggestion that two files 
from each company of dragoons in the service might be ordered and stationed here, which, while it would 
enable the objects to be obtained, would provide a force for police duty. 

In infantry tactics the course of instruction was carefully inquired into by the committee. 
struction in this branch begins with the encampment in June, including the fourth class (the newly 
appointed) of the cadets, immediately after the annual examination, and continues till October. It recom- 
mences in March, and terminates with the expiration of the academic year, making altogether seven months 
applicable to this course. The tacticial instruction embraces the schools of the soldier and battalion and 
evolutions of the line, alternately, by recitations and exercises on the blackboard and drills in the field. 
The battalion of cadets (the number varying in different years from 200 to 250) is divided for this purpose 
into four companies. The text-book is General Scott’s work. No improvement is required in the plan of 
instruction, and in the execution of it everything has been done which could be attained, as evidenced at 
the “examination.” Every cadet of the first class resolved questions put indiscriminately by verbal 
answers and demonstration on the board. A battalion drill was conducted in the presence of your com- 
mittee by cadets ordered from the line for the purpose, and manceuvres selected by the committee were 
executed in a highly satisfactory manner; yet this is a subject requiring the action of the department. 
This part of the instruction is under the direction of Major Fowle, an able tactician, of whose merit 
successive boards have spoken in high terms. But at present there are but éwo assistant instructors, 
while there is positive necessity for four. To make the course perfect, there should be one for each of the 
four companies of cadets. The instructors are officers ordered to the academy. While at the post they 
are continually engaged in inspections of barracks, drills, camp and post duties, class parades, &c. One 
of them, “the officer in charge” of the police and discipline, (see Regulations, 207 to 211,) is constantly 
engaged from réveille till near eleven o’clock at night. Under these circumstances, independent of the 
necessity above stated in reference to the system, the duty of the two present assistant instructors is 
excessively severe, and prevents a proper performance of the duties of tacticial instruction. Your cotm- 
mittee, then, recommend that four assistant instructors be always stationed at the Point. 

As appropriate to this department, the committee have examined the small arms used by the cadets. 
The muskets are in number 328, and are of different weights, to suit the physical strength of the cadets, 
according to their respective ages. They are kept in good order. There is, however, a great want of 
swords to supply the cadets who from time to time act as commissioned and non-commissioned officers of 
their battalion. The present swords were used during the revolution, are worn, scarcely capable of use 
much longer, and entirely unfitted for the purpose. A plan of a sword is understood to be in the War 
Department. ‘Thirty-five, at least, are wanting, and the cost would not exceed $500. Your committee 
recommend that expenditure. 

The attention of the committee was given to the subject of courts-martial. 
has been occasionally suggested by some that, as applicable to the institution, they should be abolished; 
and, as a substitute, the exercise of a species of parental authority should be vested in the academic 
board, or a portion of it, with power to counsel, punish, forgive, reinstate, or dismiss. After mature 
deliberation on this subject, they are satisfied that the present system is the best that can be adopted; 
and this for several reasons, The institution is a military one, and the cadet is a soldier. He should 
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early be made subject to those forms and rules which are to govern him, and to which he is to be 
amenable when he comes to exercise his profession in the regular army. Military Jaw is based upon the 
fundamental principles of justice, which form the groundwork of the civil code, and its administration 
here is equally as important as that of the latter. As to the rights of the accused, it is sufficient to refer 
to the report of the committee on “religious, &c., instruction;” but as the courts-martial themselves, 
being composed of different officers from different quarters, with a judge advocate especially selected at 
different periods, no danger of combination or prejudice against the individual arraigned can exist, while 
such evils might, by possibility, flow from a stationary, permanent, and resident tribunal of small numbers. 
As far as inquiry could lead to a proper result, the committee believe that no change is desired, either by 
the administrative authorities of the institution or the cadets. As to the punishments, they seem to have 
been carefully proportioned to the offence, and dismissals have been ordered only where, if the offender 
had remained, the example would have been dangerous. The supervisory power, too, of the Executive 
prevents the possibility of oppression. This power, however, the committee beg leave earnestly to 
suggest, should be very rarely used in favor of the sentenced cadet, and only where it is very clearly 
apparent that injustice has been done. If merely to gratify the pride of a distinguished citizen, to yield 
to the friendship of personal associations, or to assuage the sorrow of a fond parent, an offending cadet is 
to be restored to his rank and standing, the very foundation on which the institution has acquired its 
safety and success, its discipline, is undermined. The committee have no reason to believe that this has 
been the practice, though individual instances may have happened; but they desire that these views 
should be distinctly made known that there may be no hope through “fear, favor, or affection,” of a viola- 
tion of the rules with impunity. In the language of the late President of the United States, “the mem- 
bers of the institution must look to their obligations and fulfil them faithfully. Unless they do, they must 
expect to be visited by adequate punishment.”* 
In conclusion, the committee beg leave to state that they have recommended nothing but what they 
consider absolutely necessary to remove the obstacles to a completely successful prosecution of the 
various branches of knowledge included in this department. And they desire that this interesting 
institution may be recommended to the fostering care of the government. Those who have doubts of its 
practical utility, or of the industry, fidelity, and skill employed in its tuition and administration, would 
cast them off did they but examine the subject for themselves. The life of a cadet is not one of mere 
useless parade ard permitted indolence. From the rising of the sun till the late hours of the night, for 
four years, away from home and the indulgences of parental fondness, and the vices of bad associations— 
it is a life of study and discipline, both of mind and ody, with just sufficient relaxation for purposes of 
health, and where the objects of temptation to enervate are absent. With plain food, simple garments, 
and regular hours, the body becomes hardened in strength and vigor, while the mind is fraught with 
knowledge and taught habits of inquiry. And when the graduate passes forever from the walls of his 
alma mater he is ready to take his position in the armies of the nation, skilled and disciplined, an able 
and willing soldier, for the purposes of “ the common defence.” 
All of which is respectfully submitted. 
JOHN MILES, Chairman. 
The Presinent, Ee. 


June 16, 1837. 


No. 2. 


” . 
Minitary Acapemy, West Point, June 12, 1837. 
The committee on the department of moral, religious, and political instructions make the following 


report: 
Your committee have made such inquiries as were deemed necessary for the purpose of acquiring a 
correct knowledge of the department assigned to them as the subject of their consideration. They also 
attended the examination of the cadets from day to day, “for the purpose of ascertaining their progress 
and improvement in the several branches of study and instruction” falling under that department. The 
examinations have been continued during eight hours of each day, commencing at 6 o’clock a. m. and 
continuing to 8 a.m.; resuming at 9 a.m. and continuing to 1 p. m.; and again from 2 p. m. to 4 p. m. 
Those examinations, so far as they relate to this department, closed on Friday evening. 

The examination of the cadets upon the subject of moral philosophy was entirely satisfactory to your 
committee; and it afforded great pleasure to perceive in that exhibition abundant evidence of the talents 
and industry of the professor and cadets under his charge. 

The examination on the subject of constitutional law was also creditable to the parties concerned, 
considering the multifarious duties assigned to the professor and the limited time allotted by the regula- 
tions of the academy to these studies. The progress and improvement of the cadets in this important 
branch of their education was not so great as, under other circumstances, might have been expected. 
According to the distribution of time under the present regulations of the academy only two hours during 
xach day are allowed for the study of moral and political science, and one hour each day for recitations in the 
sciences. By the regulations adopted by the proper authority, ethics is enumerated as one of the branches 
of knowledge required to be taught, as comprising a complete course of education at the Military Academy. 
By the same regulations it is declared that “ethics will include moral philosophy and the elements of 


© During the two years ending on the 3lst of May, 1837, there have been held at this post, for the examination into the 
conduct of the cadets, sixteen general courts-martial, one garrison court-martial, and three courts of inquiry; the latter at the 
request of the party accused. The proportion of the cadets of the different classes tried during that time was, of the first class, 
12; of the second, 15; of the third, 28; of the fourth, 12; total, 67. Of these there were sentenced to be dismissed by the courts- 
martial 26, though of these, in several instances, the same person was tried, and of these 15 were commuted or remitted by the 
Executive on recommendation of the court, or from other causes. Of the remaining 11, whose sentences were carried into effect, 
six were subsequently restored, leaving five as the total number actually dismissed during the two years. During the same period 26 
have been otherwise punished than by dismissal, by confinement, extra duty, &c., and nine have been acquitted. Of the above 
61, cases 53 were for offences of the second grade, counting eight demerits; and eight for offences of the third grade, counting 


five demerits. 
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national and political law.” Of the ethical instruction and improvement, your committee have already 
spoken as entirely satisfactory. It is to be regretted that, for the reasons already stated, the committee 

cannot express themselves entirely satisfied with the proficiency of those examined on constitutional law, 
while the subject of national law is for the same reason entirely omitted in the present course of studies. 
The regulations of the army, as applicable to this institution, expressly require that, in addition to a 
course of “practical military instruction” and ‘“ engineering,” “the science of war” shall be taught. This 
branch of education may be well understood to extend not only to those principles of the law military, 
which regulate the rights and duties of the officer and the soldier, but to the fundamental doctrines of 
international law, which, having been adopted as the rules of action by all civilized nations, regulate 
their mode of warfare and distinguish it from the cruel butcheries of the savage. War, under any cir- 
cumstances, is one of the greatest calamities which can befall a nation. If it must exist, it is surely the 
duty of every people to mitigate its evils, by requiring that it shall be conducted according to the law of 
arms among civilized nations. Every cadet is intended to be qualified for command, and every commander 
may, in the ordinary prosecution of his duty, be placed in a situation where ignorance of international 
law would be an unpardonable disqualification for the discharge of his military duty. This disqualifica- 
tion might betray him into acts which would involve his country in a war and tarnish the laurels won by 
his bravery. The value of this branch of education is acknowledged in civil pursuits. In military life 
it appears to the committce to be of still greater importance, and that it should receive its due attention 
in this institution cannot be too strongly urged upon the War Department. 

From what has already been said, it will appear that, in the opinion of your committee, the principles 
of military law were intended by the regulations to be taught at this academy ; but these also, with the 
exception of the army regul: itions, seem to receive no attention whatever. A’ knowledge of the rights 
and duties incidental to milité ry life, the powers of military tribunals for the trial of offences, and the 
principles governing the trial, may do more than anything else to secure to the officer the obedience to 
his station, and at the same time to protect the soldier from any unauthorized acts of violence and oppres- 
sion. This must be the case where discipline and subordination, necessarily rigid, are sought to be 
enforced over individuals possessed of a high degree of intelligence and reason. Nothing will so readily 
secure the assent of such minds as a knowledge of the nature, extent, and just foundation of the a uthority 
requiring their obedience. This subject has been brought forcibly to the notice of your committee 
by the opportunity which they embraced of attending the court-martial which has recently been 
sitting at this institution for the trial of two of the cadets for offences against the regulations of the 
academy. Witnesses were called upon to give ev ide once, Who claimed to be excused from answe ring some 
of the questions put them upon the eround that the¥ Vv could not do so without criminating themselves, and 
thereby subjecting themselves to the punishment sought to be inflicted upon the accused. This privilege 
was not allowed, and the reason assigned was, that “the witness was not himself upon trial, and therefore 
could not criminate himself.” If this privilege is to be denied to every witness upon the ground that he 
is not himself upon trial, it can never be allowed to any witness, because no witness is ever upon trial at 
the same time and in the same cause in which he is giving his evidence. If a witness voluntarily 
consents to cover himself with infamy upon a promise of pardon, for the purpose of convicting a com- 
panion in guilt, it is his privilege to do so ; but to place him against his consent and remonstrance in a 
condition in which he must subject himself to punishment and reproach on the one side, or to the guilt of 
perjury on the other, is leading him into such powerful temptation to falsify as ought not to receive favor 
anywhere, and more particularly in an institution designed to establish the morals as well as to enlighten 
the minds of the youth under its instruction. These observations are not designed to cast the slightest 
censure upon the respectable officers of the courts-martial. These gentlemen, including the accomplished 
judge advocate, are highly intelligent, and conducted the trial not only with strict impartiality, but, as 
your committee understand, in conformity with the practice in this respect which has prevailed at the 
academy ; but the existence of such a practice serves to show a defect in the course of Studies at this 
seat of military learning ; for there can be no doubt that, so far as witnesses are concerned, it has resulted 
in a total subversion of a privilege guaranteed to the soldier as well as the citizen, recognized by the law 
military* as well as the common /aw, consistent with the purest morality as well as the noblest feelings of 
the human heart, and reposing upon the broad foundation of that holy orison “lead us not into temptation.” 

The committee have deemed it their duty to speak plainly upon the subjects of knowledge so necessary 
in military life, because the constitutional authority of Congress to establish this institution depends upon 
its connexion with the military establishment of the country and the purposes of national defence. It is 
the pleasure of the nation that those intrusted with the command of its forces should be gentlemen of 
correct morals and general science. As the hills of the Hudson have constantly answered in faithful 
reverberatigns to the sounds of the morning and evening gun at this place, so the hearts of the American 
people have continually responded with equal fidelity to every effort of the public authorities for the incul- 
cation of general science in this institution, That general science is highly necessary to the purposes of 
national defence is fully admitted by your committee, but it is equally true that this would be insufficient 
for these purposes unless the whole science of war, including the elements of martial and international 
law, shall occupy the prominent ground intended by the founders of this interesting military school. 

By the act of Congress of the 14th of April, 1818, it is declared, among other provisions reducing 
the military peace establishment, that there shall be “one chaplain stationed at the Military Academy at 
West Point, who shall be professor of geography, history, and ethics, with the pay and emoluments allowed 
the professor of mathematics. This responsible station is, and has been for a considerable time, held by the 
tev. Thomas Warren. He is a clergyman of the Episcopal church, and in addition to his duties as pro- 
fessor of ethics, in quality of chaplain, performs divine service every Sabbath in the chapel erected for 
the purpose. By his invitation, two of your committee, of different denominations, occupied the pulpit 
during the last Sabbath, one in the forenoon and the other in the afternoon, for the purpose of religious 
instruction and divine worship. It is his practice, the committee understand, to extend the same liberality 
to respectable clergymen of every denomination. The chaplain must necessarily be appointed from 
among some one of the many denominations abounding in this country of religious libe rty and toleration, 
and the purse of the nation, supplied by all persuasions, must necessarily contribute to his support. If 
he had no other duties than those of chaplain to perform, there might be just reason to apprehend evil, 
arising from that tendency of the human mind which too frequently exhibits itself in the pulpit in polem- 
ical discussions upon doctrinal questions on which the religious community are divided in opinion. These 
discussions, however important they may be to particular denominations, cannot, in a national institution, 
designed for the benefit of all, attended by all, and supported by all, be regarded otherwise than with 

McComb on Martial Law, 121, 99; Delaplaine, 216. 
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great disfavor. Exact justice cannot be done to all denominations where the chaplain must necessarily 
belong to only one; but the act of Congress establishes a compromise which as nearly approaches to 
equality, in this respect, as is consistent with the present condition of the religious world. ‘That act, in 
requiring that the chaplain “shall also be professor of ethics,” and the regulations of the academy in 
enjoining that ethics shall include “the elements of national and political law,” have furnished to the 
people a guarantee that the time and talents of the chaplain shall be largely devoted to the inculcation 
of those great doctrines of private and public morality in which all denominations agree, and without 
the observance of which no community can hold a place among civilized nations. A chaplain, competent 
to teach the doctrines of moral philosophy and properly imbued with its principles, would always feel 
too strong a sense of the moral obligation he was under to the American public, from whose purse he 
derived his subsistence, to allow him to prostitute the influence of his clerical station to the dissemination 
of the peculiar opinions of the sect to which he belonged. He must necessarily possess enlarged views, 
and his time being greatly devoted to these liberalizing pursuits, would undoubtedly secure their con- 
tinuance. ‘To the happy union of ethics with religious instructions may be ascribed the confidence which 
the present professor has secured among the public at large and the cadets in particular. Religion and 
morality should go hand in hand. There should net be even the appearance of a separation. The great 
evil which is now afflicting, dividing, and sowing the seeds of all uncharitableness in the religious com- 
munity, is the too frequent neglect of the doctrines of moral philosophy for the purpose of embarking 
in sectarian discussions. The establishment of a distinct professorship of ethics might seem to give 
countenance to this practical divorce, where the union is necessary to the usefulness of both, and where 
it is of a nature too sacred and resting upon authority too high to be put asunder by the hand of man. 
The separation ought to be discountenanced, as tending to bring into disrepute among the American 
people an institution which has been fostered with much care and anxiety, and which, if properly managed, 
is calculated to be productive of great good. Still some remedy ought to be provided for the existing 
evils in regard to the department assigned to the consideration of your committee. It is not within the 
reach of human capacity for one individual to discharge all the duties which ought to be performed by 
the chaplain and professor of ethics. Nor is it just that he should be denied the privilege of occasional 
absence for recreation, allowed by the regulations to the other professors. 

The committee beg leave to state that, in their opinion, the subject of rhetoric does not occupy the 
place in the course of academic study which its importance demands. The duties of the military officer 
frequently impose upon him the necessity of carrying on important correspondence, and require an inti- 
mate acquaintance with the English language. Most of the cadets enter the academy unacquainted with 
this branch of study, and they must either obtain it here or enter the service without it. Your committee 
would therefore recommend that the study of English grammar and the practice of composition be com- 
menced during the first year of the course of study and prosecuted at intervals during the succeeding 
years, so that every cadet shall have the opportunity afforded of forming a correct, manly, and fluent style. 

The committee, having fully and anxiously considered the subjects referred to them, unanimously 
recommend to the board to urge in their general report the following changes in reference to this depart- 
ment: 

1. That proper means be immediately taken to secure to the cadets ample instruction in the “elements 
of national and political law.” 

2. That proper means be also taken to secure a due attention to the subject of military law, as form- 
ing an important consideration connected with the “ science of war,” required to be taught in this academy. 

3. That two competent assistant professors of ethics shall be furnished, by detailing officers from 
the army or otherwise, for the purpose of aiding the present professor, and thus securing ample instruc- 
tion in the various branches of education assigued to this department. 

4. That so much of the unexpended appropriations made for the increase and expenses of the library 
as can be spared for the purpose, be applied to the purchase of works for the use of this department. 
The library, so far as the committee could perceive for themselves and understand from the professor, is 
lamentably defective in this particular. 

5. That the study of rhetoric be commenced during the first year of the academic course and prose- 
cuted at intervals to the close. 

6. And lastly, that all the professors (including, of course, the chaplain) be placed upon the same 
ground in the regulations respecting occasional absence on furlough for the purposes of health and 
recreation. 

All which is respectfully submitted. 

ELLIS LEWIS, Chairman. 

Hon. Tuomas Bennett, President of the Board of Visitors. 





No. 3. 


Report of committee on pure mathematics. 


The committee on the pure mathematics beg leave respectfully to report to the board of visitors that 
they have attended carefully to the duty assigned them. ‘They have found in this department no deficien- 
cies to report. The course of instruction pursuéd in the academy is extensive and admirably adapted 
both to discipline the minds of the pupils into habits of patient thought and to prepare them for the study 
of the many and important branches of science which can be successfully cultivated only by help of 
the powerful instrument of investigation and analysis furnished by the pure mathematics. The members 
of the junior classes have been taught, and, your committee are satisfied, well taught the various subjects 
of algebra, plane geometry, trigonometry, descriptive geometry, the history of shades, shadows, and 
perspective, analytical geometry, and the differential and integral calculus. 

Your committee have been highly gratified with the examination upon these several subjects. The 
aceuracy and promptitude with which the young men, in gencral, demonstrated the propositions assigned 
to them, and answered all the questions put, give sufficient evidence of diligence and faithfulness on the 
part both of the teacher and the taught. In proof of the excellency of the system of instruction and 
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discipline pursued, the committee would call the attention of the board of visitors to the manifestation 
of thorough scholarship, given almost without exception, by the members even of the lower sections of 


the different classes. 


Signed on behalf of the committee. 
ALBERT B. DOD, Chairman. 


West Pornt, June 15, 183 





No. 4. 
Report of committee on applied mathematics. 


The committee appointed on the applied mathematics, including chemistry, mineralogy, and geology, 
beg leave respectfully to report: 

The department of the pure mathematics furnishes the peculiar language in which a great part of 
the truths of mechanics, optics, astronomy, and other branches of the applied mathematics (mathematiques 
appliquées) can be most conveniently expressed; and, in respect to exactness, delicacy, flexibility, and 
power of expression, this branch of language stands unrivalled. 

It is by the aid of this peculiar language that the profound and delicate researches of the mathema- 
ticians and philosophers of the present and last century have been conducted to a successful issue, and 
without it their labors must have been comparatively unfruitful in important results. Hence the abstruse 
and difficult sciences of the applied mathematics have advanced in proportion as the various branches of 
the pure mathematics have been successfully cultivated. Sir Isaac Newton was compelled to invent the 
fluxionary calculus before he could successfully investigate the profound truths contained in his Principia; 
and it was necessary that a century should be employed in extending and maturing this calculus, by such 
men as Clairault, Euler, and La Grange, before it was possible that the Mecanique Céleste of La Place 
could be written. 

The elements of the applied mathematics have been taught in the academy from its origin; and it is 
not known to the committee that any difference of opinion in respect to their value has ever existed among 
the visitors. They are fundamental in their character and claims to attention, and are an indispensable 
part of the education of the accomplished citizen soldier. Their importance, as the committee believe, is 
equally unquestioned and unquestionable. These circumstances have rendered it unnecessary for the 
committee, in their judgment, to do more than satisfy themselves that these sciences have been actually 
taught in the academy in a manner and with a degree of success corresponding with their importance. 

To this end, a portion of their attention has been given to an examination of the text books in use in 
this department of instruction. These are—l, Boucharlat’s Mechanics, translated by Professor Courtenay, 
and adapted to the use of the academy; 2, Roget’s Treatises of Electricity and Magnetism, prepared by 
the author under the patronage of the (English) Society for the Diffusion of Useful Knowledge; 3, Sir 
David Brewster’s Optics; 4, Gummete’s Astronomy; 5, Turner’s Chemistry. 

After a careful examination, the committee think these treatises well adapted to instruction in the 
respective sciences of which they treat. In respect to their style of research, the analytical method of 
demonstration, interspersed occasionally, for the sake of variety of proof and illustration, with the syn- 
thetical, is used; and they contain numerous examples of its peculiar beauty, symmetry, and power, so 
far as the elements of those sciences admit. In this respect, as well as in others to which the committee 
need not on this occasion advert, these works exhibit a most gratifying improvement over those treatises 
on the same subjects which, within a few years, were in general use in our universities, colleges, and 
other higher seminaries of instruction. And, without dwelling on the topic, the committee may be justified 
in observing that the professors of this institution, by introducing an improved style of instruction in 
mathematics, pure and applied, have exerted in those important departments an indirect but extensive 
beneficial influence in all the higher seminaries of education in the country. 

In the demonstrations and illustrations of this abstruse department of the exact sciences, the com- 
mittee were generally well satisfied with the performances of the cadets. 

In almost every instance they went through the demonstrations and other exercises assigned them, 
however complicated they might be, with a gratifying degree of promptness, accuracy, and general 
intelligence. Many questions were put to the young men by the members of the board well calculated 
to test their knowledge, which were generally answered promptly and satisfactorily. They were often 
subjected to very severe tests during the course of the examination. The committee are assured that 
diligent use has been made of the philosophical apparatus in illustrating the several branches of this 
department. And, in this connexion, it seems proper to observe that the room in which the philosophical 
apparatus is kept is too small. Some of the most valuable instruments are, for want of room, crowded 
together so closely, and are placed on shelves so high, and otherwise so inconvenient, that they are in 
danger of being broken every time they are taken down for use. The committee have been informed, 
however, that this inconvenience will be remedied when the edifice now erecting is finished. 

The attention of the committee has been particularly drawn to the department of chemistry, mineral- 
ogy, and geology. The advances made in these kindred sciences during the present century are among 
the great triumphs of the age in which we live; and the course of instruction in the academy must be 
imperfect while this department continues to labor under its present disadvantages. The committee th nk 
it their duty to bring these disadvantages distinctly to the notice of the visitors. 

Most, if not all, the disadvantages under which this important department labors may be traced to 
the fact that it has never been established by act of Congress. One consequence of this fact has been 
that the instruction in chemistry, mineralogy, and geology has been given by officers of the army tempo- 
rarily designated for the purpose. Those officers have performed duties as laborious and responsible as 
those of any of the professors of the academy without receiving, the committee are assured, any com- 
pensation for their services, except a small allowance which has been annually appropriated by Congress 
during the last two years, but of the continuance of which there is no reasonable assurance. Another 
consequence of the same fact is, that the acting professor of chemistry, &c., being constantly liable to be 
ordered away from the academy on ordinary military duty, can feel no sense of security in his situation, 
and therefore has not the same inducement, which may well influence the other professors, to perfect 
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himself in his course; since, when by long service and experience he may have rendered himself most 
competent to give instruction, he may be ordered to other duties. The committee learn, too, that there 
has lately been but one officer detailed as an assistant in the department of chemistry, mine eralogy, and 
geology, and that the whole of his time, as well as nearly all the time of the acting professor, having 
been required to give the requisite instruction in chemistry, the highly important branches of mineralogy 
and geology have been almost entirely neglected during several years past. Another assistant is neces- 

sary, to allow instruction to be given in those branches 8, as is enjoined in the course of studies prescribed 
for the academy.—(See Regulations of the United States Military Academy, page 16.) 

The collection of mineralogical specimens belonging to the academy is considerable; large enough, 
perhaps, for the purpose of ordinary instruction. Of geological specimens and drawings the institution 
is almost entirely destitute, although it may be safely aflirmed that instruction cannot be rendered effective 
without them. Drawings in series, exhibiting the stratification of rocks and other geological phenomena, 
have been brought to great perfection, and may be purchased on reasonable terms. 

In examining the chemical laboratory and mineralogical cabinet, the very great importance of several 
changes and improvements forced itself on the attention of the committee. 

The laboratory is by far too small, and the delicate and costly instruments are exposed, for want of a 
separate apartment in which to keep them, to the corrosive gases which are evolved in the course of the 
experiments. Besides a chemical laboratory in a place peculiarly exposed to danger from fire, accidental 
explosions, &c., and in consequence of its situation in the same building with the library and philosophical 
apparatus, these valuable portions of the property of the academy are in constant and imminent hazard 
of being destroyed. A separate building, large enough to mect the wants of the chemical, mineralogical, 
and geological department, is imper ‘atively called for by the best interests of the institution, 

The committee, at the risk of becoming tedious, beg leave to ask the further indulgence of the board, 
and to claim its still further attention in behalf of the subjects of mineralogy and geology. No place in 
the United States, they are well satisfied, possesses equal advantages with West Point for collecting an 
extensive mincralogical and geological cabinet at a small expense. The first step is to appropriate suitable 
rooms for the purpose; and the next, to classify and arrange the present cabinet in the most approved 
order. This being done, if an invitation were 2 given by the Department of War to the officers of the army 
stationed at the various military posts in the U Inited States to collect and send mineralogical and geological 
specimens in aid of the cabinet, no doubt is entertained that the invitation would be generally responded 
to, and the collection would rapidly increase. Another way of increasing the cabinet would be to make 
exchanges of specimens with individuals and other institutions. To carry this plan into effect the professor 
of this department ought to have a small appropriation at his command with which to pay the expense of 
the transportation of minerals and other incidental expenses. It is believed that the numerous graduates 
would cheerfully lend their aid in furtherance of a plan of this kind; and that a large and very valuable 
collection, both in mineralogy and geology, might be made in a few years, and with a very moderate 
expense to the government. 

On the ground of the preceding facts and arguments the committee recommend to the board the 
aduption of the following resolutions, to wit: 

1. That the department of chemistry, mineralogy, and geology ought to be established by law on the 
same footing with the department of mathematics, to wit: with a professor and two assistant professors, 
to receive the same pay and emoluments, respectively, which are received by the professor of mathematics 
and his assistants. 

That a suitable building ought to be erected for the accommodation of the department of chemistry, 
mineralogy, and geology, apart from the other buildings of the academy, and furnished with the fixtures 
and other conveniences necessary for successful instruction. 

3. That an appropriation of $400 be recommended for increasing the mineralogical and geological 
cabins by the purchase of specimens, $200 for the purchase of a set of ecological drawings, and an 
annual appropriation of $100 to pay the expense of the transportation of such specimens in this depart- 
ment as may be obtained by exchanges or received as presents. 

All which is respectfully submitted. 





J. ADAMS, Chairman. 
West Point Unirep Srates Miuirary Acapemy, June 15, 1837. 





No. 5. 


Report of committee on internal police and discipline. 


The committee to whom was referred the subject of the internal police and discipline of the institution 
report: 
Ist. That, accompanied by several of the professors detailed by Colonel De Russy, they visited the 
hospital barracks, and were conducted through the various apartments by the surgeon, and are happy in 
stating that everything had a clean, neat, and comfortable appearance; that they found but one cadet sick, 
and, on reference to the hospital books and report of the surgeon, not over eight sick on an average for 
several years past, and but three deaths in ten years—a strong proof of the great care, attention, and 
skill of the officers in this departnent, and the healthfulness of the Point. 

2d. The barracks for the accommodation of the cadets remarkably clean, and as comfortable as the 
construction of the buildings will admit of; and your committee beg leave to reiterate the statements of 
several former boards of visitors as to the construction of all the buildings, and do most earnestly 
recommend to the Secretary of War the importance of having this matter attended to by the proper 
authorities. 

3d. The commons or buildings.—We highly approve of the arrangements made by the superintendent. 
It insures the cadets a good and wholesome supply of food, and on equitable terms, averaging from $10 
to $12 per month, according to the market’s rise or fall of produce. The steward by this arrangement 
has no object to give the cadets scanty and inferior provisions, &c. His expenditures are all sustained by 
proper vouchers, and audited by a committee of officers, one of whom is the major commandant of the 
corps. 
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4th. The arrangement for the disbursement of the funds and pay of the cadets, to wit: the supply of 
clothing, books, &c., display a care and economy highly commendable. 

Although not directly connected with our report, yet we have examined into the condition of all the 
buildings; we state that the rooms appropriated for the professors of chemistry and natural and experi- 
mental philosophy, and the apartment for mineral and geological specimens, are quite inadequate, and the 
philosophical apparatus is constantly subjected to injury and destruction. 

JAMES $8. BULLOCK, Chairman. 

West Pornt, June 16, 1837. 





No. 6. 
Report of the fiscal committee. 


The committee to whom was referred the fiscal concerns of the institution beg leave to report: That 
they have attempted a discharge of the duties assigned them by the board, and after such inquiries as 
were deemed necessary to a proper understanding of the subject committed to their care, give the follow- 
ing hasty detail as the result of their labors. They would, however, premise, that it seems to them that 
the government has the most ample security for an account of the amounts of disbursements intended for 
the institution, by its connexion and accountability to the treasury and other officers of the government. 
The committee visited the offices and inspected the books and abstracts of the paymaster and quarter- 
master’s departments, and are happy to inform the board that they seemed, as far as they could learn 
from a cursory examination, to be kept with neatness, precision, and system. The committee, conceiving 
it to be within the scope of their duty, made the further inquiry, what sums had been appropriated by 
Congress during the preceding and present year, and what amounts remained on hand of the miscella- 
neous objects of expenditure; and received an answer from the department that the sum of $28,097 27 
remained in his hands on the 3lst of December, A. D. 1836, of the unexpended balances of the appropria- 
tions of former years; for the particulars of which, and a thorough understanding of the various amounts 
appropriated and expended for the years 1836 and 1837, reference is made to documents marked A and B, 
which have been furnished them by the department, and which the committee ask may be considered as a 
part of their report, in order to a proper understanding of the same. The committee further report, that 
in obedience to a resolution of the board, adopted on the 15th instant, requiring other and further infor- 
mation of the department respecting the precise amount of money in his hands for the extraordinary 
expenses of the institution, and when it was deposited, which last call for information has heen, by a 
letter of the superintendent, fully answered and explained; in which he states that a balance of $49,519 27 
remains in his hands of the unexpended appropriations for the various uses and departments of the ins ti- 
tution, and that the same is deposited in the Mechanics’ Bank of New York, and that the balance of the 
appropriation for the present year of $33,930 75 remains in the treasury of the United States; all which, 
without pretending to suggest at this late period of the session of the board what should be done, and 
leaving it to the discretion of the whole board to direct in this matter, is most respectfully submitted. 

In conclusion, the committee suggest the propriety of hereafter paying the annual visitors of this 
institution either a per diem allowance suflicient to cover actual expenses, or otherwise require the visitor 
to keep a detailed account of expenses whilst coming to this place, remaining here, and returning home, 
and let the government pay it, as it is humbly conceived that every public servant is, or ought to be, 
worth his expenses; which suggestion is, in addition to the above, respectfully submitted to the considera- 
tion of the board, and through them to the War Department. 

JAMES RODGERS, Chairman. 


June 16, A. D. 1837. 


A. 
Statement of disbursements on account of the United States Military Academy at West Point, New York, in the 
year 1836, by Lieutenant Colonel R. E. De Russy, United States engineer, and superintendent United 
States Military Academy. 
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B. 


Statement of disbursements on account of the United States Military Academy at West Point, New York, in the 
Jirst quarter of the year 1837, by Lieutenant Colonel R. E. De Russy, United States engineer, and super- 
intendent United States Military Academy. 
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U. 


General estimate of funds required for the service of the United States Military Academy for the year 1838, in 
addition to funds already appropriated, viz: 


For travelling expenses and accommodation of board of visitors ........ Hvtnhinan ines a; a ee 
For general repairs, fuel, forage, stationery, printing, postage, transportation, miscellaneous 

and incidental expenses, as per detailed estimate marked U No. 1............. ‘tices So ae 
Pot the ticreene aad expenee of The TDPOTT.. .... 5.6. oc ssc ccnciecessecccces eer ror Ly 800 00 
For completion of the building for recitation and military exercises, per detailed estimate 

eS ee ee ere (hij eidanearstbbthudissiseavenetisiiieks 4a 
POP CURCE E BGI BE WED BIMION 5 oon kine icccesscicsescscsccrccaeccscececccces 1, OP OO 
For compensation to the acting professor of chemistry for one year, ending September 1, 1839 300 00 


47, 582 64 


R. E. DE RUSSY, Lieut. Col., Superintendent Military Academy. 





U No. 1. 


Estimate of funds required for general repairs and improvements of academies, barracks, mess rooms, officers’ 
and professors’ quarters, wharf, boats, roads, fences, parade ground, é&c., for the year 1838, viz: 


3,000 common pine boards, at 16 cents. . - $480 00 
1,500 common hemlock, at 13 cents..... ee err erT TT Tee TT eee eT TT Ter TT 195 00 
800 pine plank, at 25 cents..... 0. ccc eccccccsccccccccccccecsncces bAeceeeenean 200 00 
R008 Met CORT PING IONE, ALS CONES... occ esiscccccesccocecccsccsccccesccesesescees 90 00 
500 joists, at 13 cents............... Paice Vkawhakin kcaaen rrr (eheseheeecusewees 65 00 
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B.OGG eet CIEE Hime HORTGS, AES CONTH. 0. ccc cr cccecccceccsvcsrccccccccsccecesesese 90 00 
500 feet whitewood boards, at 3 cents..... ee ee re ee ee ET eee ee ee 15 00 


ey I ei cdhecies ce bsss ewedieesennnnes Tee TeTe TTT eee Peer ere Cee 137 50 
20,000 laths for plastering, at $2 25.................... uae es darts ae Pere Tren TTT 45 00 
ee re te I I nn cess tbecsesscdeevcccesasecccons epee 300 00 





Oak plank for drags, scrapers, and Carts..........0. 5. ccc e eee cece eee e cc cncc cee eesees 50 00 

Matis, braas, Ollie, locks; and screws... ..... 2... .c00scccseeees Ses aRUaekeed $e veaieaon 150 00 

Te, SUE E,W BRET COTE on. sn ok eee cs cece eerncrcccceeccccsvonsccesceses 150 00 

I Os Gp GAs) aN daw ae KAREN REO aden Rebs sseceserereesaseeanees 125 00 
VOL. VIT 91 e 
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ee See ee re ee ee et $65 00 
Ee eee ere re err rrr: Teer err Terr ere rr eT ere eee ee be iaw 30 00 
Se er ee rr ere ee ee ees eee eee er 40 00 
BS WOR MIONS DACKS, BEG). ..w 5 ccc cece ccc arc ccewecccaceceesseeeassessesreeeess 25 00 
3,000 pounds eround white lead, at 123 cents.......ccccescccseccccccccssccvcces Keone 375 00 
150 ee er re ees er re te re cc er 168 75 
50 gallons spirits turpentine, ER ck cdiin. cxPinecNasen ors enieosenieoneneninns 31 25 
900 pounds yellow ochre, at 5 Cents. ... 0 cc ccccccccsseesccewcncercceserasseeesesevens 10 00 
Spanish w hiting, err Te ee ee Te err er eee Tree ee er te eee 100 00 
20,000 brick, at '86 ES Ot eee ree er eee re eee ee eee re ee ee ee ee ee se te 120 00 
Fire grates, stove, 6k ohh ie Rid TERETE NECA OH ds 15d oh ERC HRT O REE ER ENS 300 00 
ag ep canchiswinin, anhibndni.ee bn axe kekekwismicentins 225 00 
PE cid EMSER ERE REAE Sess + <sddnaeebews Meee T Tyee ee TT Tee 75 00 
Virgimia coal and charcoal for blackemith ... .............0 0. cccs cscccesccccveesass essences 100 00 
Additional compensation to enlisted men employed as mechanics, teamsters, and laborers. 2,000 60 
Pay of citizen mechanics employed in repairs ...... 62. e eee eee eee eee e tee eee n eee e renee 1,000 00 
For the gradual levelling and improvement of the plain and parade ground .........+++...- 500 00 
ce eee rer eer rr rr errr Tee reer Tee Tere Te "$4, 900 00 
600 cords wood, REE aE ae ey ee ene ee eee ee 3,000 00 
——— 17,900 00 
OE ee ee err er reer ery Teer Terr TT err ee 1,000 00 
eg ais Weld he dCde KEES DES AY eo Rae R EAD 500 00 
ne i cass oh CESS SECA eee One e ee Raw EE 250 00 
Tee Ter rer Tere Tere Te Teer Tee TT re Te 125 00 
1,875 00 
This same quantity estimated for the last year, but not then appropriated ....... 1, 875 00 
— 3,750 00 
Siationery: 69 reams writing paper, at $5 50. . ........ sce de csccswcsscsesves 275 00 
ee cae ase eK See RSENS Nes see aweKes’s 50 00 
ne PON OE B65 sxe whe aeiaeedes ve nca saws ewes 20 00 
hth tepeece oes tap he ROOT Eo EET EE CECT TET TEETER ee 200 00 
meank Docks for edjatant, treasurer, Bc... ..0 6. 06s0c0ss os cescsvde 75 00 
ee a ee ee 25 00 
—— 645 00 
a rr ee Peet Tere reer Tere eee er rere 250 00 
Apparatus and materials for lithographic press...........se2-eeeeee. 150 00 
Additional pay to three enlisted men employed in the lithographic office. 350 00 —_" 
sissies 15 
Postage of letters received and sent by the superintendent and other officers on 
kG CRG EEE pati Sue wi 6ss a ced Os CROKE RS) FEREAe aR RRRRw EES ERS 150 00 
Transportation of cadets discharged by order of the War Department........... 1,500 00 
Transportation of officers’ bagwage, NING. 25 os Kb ORE K Kee dee KSwes 600 00 
eeuitticeiabios 100 00 
Cote: Oy OF TD CISPEIEINS OMIOOPS CIOTK oon vcs cde veccsccsacesee cbeeees 600 00 
EE I ee a er ee eee 500 00 
—— 1,100 00 
Miscellaneous and incidental expenses: 
130 gallons oil for lighting halls, at $1 25... . 2... cece e wees ssc ccene Tr 162 50 
Candles for the adjutant’s, paymaster’s, and other offices...........0..e000-eee- 30 00 
ee, nn, SINE, DUNE POTN GURUS, 5 5 ons vsvinein awe Skis Ne vvvssussweneews's ° 45 00 
ne: GN UNIS TOF TOCIURTION HOOKS... ook ccc cscs ode sewsvssesesesesess 15 00 
enn GUE SUNUUNORIREY OE UNI in cocina ss oss bbadess od esos sues ve beuas 50 00 
Fifteen cents per day for three enlisted men employed as police and keepers of 
es ee ae ee eer 165 00 
ry CNN OE OU NN fic nb bv chee sb ANON S0s Sse see w wawssiwens 200 00 
Additional pay to the keeper of the philosophical ri PU casi ke sen andvenwen be 60 00 
Additional pay to the keeper of the chemistry room.......-......00ceeeeeeeees 120 00 
The per diem allowed to an officer of the engineers, for disbursing.... ......... 730 00 
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1,577 50 





25, 230 00 








Estimate of funds required for the completion of the building for military and other exercises at the United 
States Military Academy, in addition to the appropriations already made. 


or ptastering the basement story, 572 yards, at 35 cents............cc cree ences 
For plastering the exercise room, 1,640 yards at 30 cents...... hee Ke RRL 


For plastering the examination hall 520 
For plastering the second story 4, 690 
For plastering the third story .... ......... ices 2 ee 


oeet eee es ee ee eee 





10, 178 yards, at 40 cents 
For deafening partitions in second story, 1,500 y 


For deafening floors in first and second story, 3,027 yards, at 10 cents..... parame’ 


yards, OF 35 CORE ..6 6 ssc csconss 


oeceteevee . 


$200 20 
492 00 


20 
00 
70 


4, 071 
315 
302 
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ae Wis CPI, F.1E TOOL, BE BS COE cine cee ic ceedwreeesscccsecccccscsccccsess SRS E 





OE ee eer errr ere Tee eee Tee Terres eee ee 400 00 

Dar Cees TIC WHIIO OORT, . o.oo ccc cce es ceeesecsecens ree tetunerswude 100 00 
For CArpenGy ...5.4662%. Oe are eee ee jhe ee ee Nce eer ree .-. $3,345 00 
ee. PeAGRP USGL eh Ade wines eee 625 00 
For lumber for roof...... Le Gibee he ved inks items Me eaneakasahee ees 2,200 00 
as 5 we ba Wa ddd SAAS RERREANKORK SEO ER EOD SOs debe 125 00 
For tinning roof and gutters .... ............ Se er re eT eee eee 3, 500 00 
For castings for window guards.......... isSe wan seeeesasssaces Midis eekees 200 00 
For castings and iron work for portico and stairs........... ee eee Teer 1, 000 00 
PE bakes chee a eK ReONARS ened nee Coen eee we aX ‘Hey iversines.e ae 

——— 11,995 00 

18, 254 60 

No. 14. 


REPORT FROM THE TOPOGRAPHICAL BUREAU. 


TorocrapuicaL Bureau, Washington, November 7, 1837. 

Sir: In obedience to your orders of the ith of September, I have the honor of submitting to you the 
following statements and report: 

1. Statement A, exhibiting the amount required by the Topographical bureau for the year 1838. 
This statement embraces the pay for clerks, the pay for a messenger, and the sum required for the contin- 
gent expenses of the office, amounting to $4,035. 

2. Statement B, exhibiting the amount required for surveys for the year 1838. It embraces three 
items: one for military surveys on the coast and inland frontier; another for the continuation of the sur- 
vey on the coast of North and South Carolina, with views to inland steam navigation om that coast; and 
the third for surveys under the act of April 30, 1824, amounting to $60,000. 

3. Statement C embraces estimates for the various works of improvement in a state of constructing 
under this bureau, amounting to $435,969. 

4, Statement D is an exhibit of the amounts transmitted to the disbursing officers of the bureau 
from the Ist day of October, 1836, to the 30th day of September, 1837, and of the amount for which 
accounts have been received during the same period. 

5. Statement HE is an exhibit of the expenditure of the contingent fund of the bureau. 

I am further required to present to your consideration a general view of the operations of the bureau 
since the Jast annual report. These operations consist in the execution of various surveys and the super- 
intending of constructions for the improvement of harbors and rivers, of which a detailed account of each 
will now be submitted. 


Surveys. 


6. The same causes which so seriously limited the operations of the bureau under this head during 
the last year, being still in existence, have had a similar influence during the present, namely, the ineffi- 
cient and feeble organization of the corps of topographical engineers; in consequence of which, the duty 
of surveys has been confined to but little more than the completion of the unfinished work of the pre- 
vious year, 

7. The survey of the ledge of rocks at Owl’s Head harbor. 

8. The survey of the passage into Cobscook bay.—These two have been completed, and reports, 
plans, and estimates have been received at the bureau. 

9. A survey with a view to the improvement of the navigation of the Kennebec river, from Augusta 
to the shoals below Gardiner.—This was directed by a resolution of Congress during its winter session of 
1837. It has been completed, and the report, plan, and estimate received. 

10. A survey of Lynn harbor, Massachusetts, with a view to its improvement.—This survey was the 
result of an application from certain citizens of Lynn, and was made at their expense. The duty has 
been completed, and the report, plan, and estimate of the United States engineer who superintended the 
same have been received at the bureau. 

11. The survey of the Crow shoal, Delaware bay, with a view to the construction of an artificial harbor, 
in pursuance of directions from Congress.—This was an unfinished duty of the past year; but during the 
present it has been completed, and the report, plan, and estimate are expected at the bureau during the 
ensuing winter. 

12. The survey of the coast of the State of Mississippi, in compliance with a resolution of the Senate, 
with views referring to additional defences on that coast—We have not yet been able to commence this 
survey. It is peculiarly one of a military character, and the army, from which our assistants have been 
heretofore drawn for such surveys, has been unable to supply them. An effort was made to obtain them 
from the class of civil engineers of the country; but those of adequate talents and experience were 
already employed elsewhere, and could not be obtained but at compensations so far exceeding that which 
it was customary for the United States to pay, or which the appropriation that must have been resorted 
to could bear, in addition to other demands upon it, that it was deemed advisable to defer it. 

No injury is apprehended from this delay, as the work can yet be done in time for the object in con- 
templation. Efforts will be made to accomplish it during the ensuing winter. 

These surveys are a necessary preliminary step in all cases, whether for fortifications or for works of 
a civil character. A survey is a careful observation of all the peculiarities of a locality, and a correct 
admeasurement of these and of everything that will bear upon the object contemplated or the plan to be 
digested. 

The portraying of the survey upon paper is the necessary recording of all facts which have. been 
collected, so as to exhibit them in their proper places, upon a scale sufficiently large to show the relative 











724 MILITARY AFFAIRS. [No. 745. 


ew 





importance of each, and yet within a limit that will represent a combined view of the whole. The survey, 
therefore, and the drawings, are a collection, record, and exhibition of the data by which the judgment of the 
engineer is to be guided in the forming of his plans and estimates, and without which the plans and esti- 
mates can be viewed in no other light than a species of empiricism, more liable to be wrong than right, 
but right or wrong only by hazard, and with which his plans and estimates are the more to be relied upon 
as the surveys are extensive in the details collected and accurate in the exhibition of them. Hence the 
importance of these preliminary operations, and the necessity that they should be executed with great 
care, and by officers of experience as well as of scientific acquirements. 

13. The survey of the coast.—The officer heretofore on that duty still continues on the same. 

14. The survey of the northern extremity of Lake Champlain, with a view to its military defences, 
directed by a resolution of the Senate——This survey commenced in 1836, and, partially made during that 
year, has now been completed, and the results will probably be received at the bureau during the ensuing 
winter. 

15. The surveys of the St. Francis, Black, and White rivers, in Missouri and Arkansas.—These are 
now completed, and the reports, plans, and estimates are expected during the course of the ensuing 
winter. 

16. The survey of the Manitowa river, from its mouth to the Winnebago lake, and of the Fox river, 
from Green bay to the Wisconsin portage, directed by a resolution of the Senate.—So soon as an engineer 
could be procured he was assigned to this duty, and his plan, report, and estimate are expected in the 
course of the ensuing winter. 

17. A survey of the Alleghany river from Pittsburg to Olean, directed by a resolution of the House of 

tepresentatives.—This survey has been completed, and the officer under whose superintendence it was 
made is now engaged in preparing the plan, report, and estimate. 

18. The survey of the Illinois river from its mouth to the termination of the canal, and of the Kas- 
kaskia river from its mouth to Vandalia, directed by a resolution of the House of Representatives.—The 
superintendence of these two surveys was placed under the same officer; they have both been completed, 
and the officer is now engaged in preparing the requisite reports, plans, and estimates. 

19. The survey from the southern debouche of the Dismal Swamp canal, down the Pasquotank river, 
to Elizabeth; thence to Crotan sound, Pamlico, and other sounds, near the coast of North Carolina; and 
thence by the most practicable route to Winyaw bay, in South Carolina, with a view of determining the 
practicability of opening an inland communication for steam navigation from the Chesapeake bay to 
Charleston, South Carolina, directed by a law of Congress.—This highly interesting and extensive survey 
was commenced as soon as the proper arrangements could be made, and has been prosecuted with great 
industry by the officer under whose superintendence it was placed. The survey has been extended 
throughout the greater part of the coast of North Carolina, and, although the whole distance to Charleston 
will not be completed during the present season, nor without an additional appropriation, yet the whole 
will be examined, and a report of its general character be ready for Congress during its ensuing session. 

20. The geological surveys authorized by Congress have been prosecuted with the usual zeal and 
intelligence of Mr. Featherstonhaugh, and a report full of interest is now being prepared by him. 

21. In addition to the surveys above enumerated, topographical officers have been sent to the army 
in Florida; to the troops in the Cherokee country; to aid in a military reconnoissance of the eastern 
frontier of Maine; and to aid in a military reconnoissance of the southwestern frontier. 





Constructions. 


22. Superintending the construction of the Alexandria canal aqueduct.—A more difficult work has 
been rarely heretofore undertaken. It may with propriety be considered, for boldness of design and 
skilfulness of execution, as unprecedented among works of that kind. The great interest of the United 
States involved in the Chesapeake and Ohio canal, of which this connexion with the Potomac at Alex- 
andria forms so important a link, and the amounts which the United States have devoted to the par- 
ticular structure in question, have been considered sufficient to justify the detail of one of their own 
engineers as the superintendent of the work. It has been prosecuted with great and successful indus- 
try and skill, under the accidents and discouraging circumstances inseparable from works of this kind. 
Its success is now placed beyond doubt; the fourth pier is about being erected, and no fears are enter- 
tained that the whole work will be completed as soon as the canal, of which it forms so important a part, 
if adequate means are supplied in time. 

23. The opening of a road from the State line of Alabama, through Mariana, to Apalachicola, author- 
ized by a law of Congress of June, 1834.—Iit is expected that this road will be completed during the 
ensuing winter, the whole being under contract. 

24. The building of a breakwater or pier at the harbor of Burlington, Vermont.—The work is pro- 
gressing with commendable rapidity, two large cribs, each one hundred feet long, having been sunk and 
secured, 

25. Deepening the channel between the two Hero islands, in Lake Champlain.—The impediment is a 
shoal of very tenacious clay, with stones of various sizes and gravel firmly imbedded in it, upon which 
no current could well act, and in a situation in which there is no current to act. The only means of 
deepening the channel is, therefore, to cut out the clay impediment and remove it. For this purpose ¢ 
dredging machine has been employed, and with considerable effect, and, from the character of the shoal, 
I have no doubt that the improvement will be permanent. 

26. The building of a breakwater or pier in the harbor of Plattsburg.—A crib of 108 feet has been 
sunk, and timber enough collected for about 300 feet more. Both in this and in the breakwater at Bur- 
lington it has been found necessary to sink the cribs in deeper water, and further from the shore than 
was at first contemplated, in order to furnish a secure harbor, adequate to the increasing commerce of 
these places, which modification from the first plan will have a proportionate effect in increasing the cost 
of these structures. 

27. This improvement of the harbor of White Hall, New York.—This harbor is a narrow arm of Lake 
Champlain, into the upper end of which Wood creek discharges itself. It had become obstructed by 
deposits from the creek; but being already narrower than is convenient for its commerce, the usual 
method of contracting the water-way and removing the deposits by an increased velocity of the current 
could not, in consequence, be adopted. It left, therefore, the only alternative—the dredging machine— 
which has been used to much advantage. But it is clear, from these facts, that the improvement wi'l not 
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be permanent, and that the use of the machine will have to be occasionally repeated. It is, however, I 
think, equally clear that, under the circumstances of the case, it was the best plan which could be adopted. 

28. The improvement of the harbor of Black river, Jefferson county, New York.—Twenty-six cribs 
have been finished and placed, making a total length of eight hundred feet. The good effects of the plan 
are already beginning to develop, and no doubt is entertained that the improvement, when completed, will 
equal all just anticipations. The estimate now submitted somewhat exceeds that at first made, in which 
the cost of materials and the quantity of labor were rather underrated. A new item for pile timber has 
also been introduced. 

29. The improvement of the harbor at the mouth of Salmon river, Lake Ontario, New York.—The 
appropriation for this improvement was so small and so disproportioned to the amount required that but 
little has been done in comparison to what could have been. That a just estimate of the importance of 
the position may be made, | subjoin the following extract from the report of the superintending officer: 

“The importance of this point as a harbor to the maritime people of Lake Ontario is indisputable. 
Mexico bay, into which Salmon river empties, is a broad, open bay, with a shore of upwards of forty 
miles in length, with not a single harbor for vessels of a greater draught than five and a half feet. It not 
unfrequently happens that vessels found off this bay in northwest, west, or southwest gales, are driven 
within it, and, from the want of a harbor, are lost. The mouth of Salmon river is the only point within this bay 
which presents facilities for the construction of a harbor suited to the wants of the increasing commerce 
of Lake Ontario. Even here, after crossing the bar, vessels are compelled to proceed parallel with the 
shore and bar, through a narrow channel, for nearly four hundred yards, before they arrive at a place of 
security; and from the violence with which the sea breaks over the bar and almost entirely across the 
channel it not unfrequently happens that they lose their steerage way and are driven on shore. The 
proposed plan of the piers will obviate this difficulty completely. The southwest pier alone will prove a 
considerable protection, especially from southwest gales. Running along the bar parallel with the chan- 
nel, it will afford protection the instant a vessel is under its lee. Even the small portion now built (as 
was seen in the gale of the 21st ultimo) will be of great advantage. There was still water about three 
hundred feet further out than had ever been known before. A vessel arriving within this space would 
have been safe. 

“That a work of this kind will greatly benefit the surrounding country is evident. No section of 
country, however rich its soil, however industrious its inhabitants, but must derive great benefit from 
having a port thrown open to it through which to transport its produce to market. The harbor at the 
mouth of Salmon river will open a channel through which will flow the products of a country as rich in 
soil and enterprise as any in the northern part of New York. 

“It may be proper to add, in connexion with this subject, that the legislature of this State has granted 
charters to companies for the construction of a railroad from the village of Port Ontario (near the mouth 
of the river) to Rome, and a canal from the last-mentioned place to Oneida lake. This canal will be less 
than twenty miles in length, and when made will open a communication direct from the Hudson to Lake 
Ontario, over the shortest possible route—the whole distance from Albany to Port Ontario being less than 
one hundred and seventy miles. 

“On the Salmon river, about four miles from its mouth, is situated the flourishing village of Pulaski, 
with a population of about eight hundred. The water power, though but little used, is considerable, the 
river having a fall of about sixty feet within the corporate limits of the village. Here are five stores, a 
grist mill, two tanneries, a woollen factory, and a saw mill; a paper mill is about to go into operation. 

“At the mouth of the river is situated the incorporated village of Port Ontario, which was not in 
existence prior to the first appropriation, in 1836, for the improvement of this harbor. About ten houses 
and sixty inhabitants occupied the present site. It has now eighty-four buildings, among which are five 
dry goods stores and four taverns. It has a free bridge of upwards of a quarter of a mile in length, and a 
population of more than five hundred souls. A company has been chartered for the construction of a 
hydraulic canal along the bank of the Salmon river, by which a large water power will be brought into 
action for manufacturing purposes within the village. 

“T append a statistical table of Port Ontario, obtained from the collector of the port, to whom I am 
indebted for information respecting the improvements of the village of Port Ontario.” 

30. The improvement of the mouth of Cattaraugus creek, Lake Erie, State of New York.—Six hun- 
dred and ninety feet of crib-work have been sunk and secured, and the two hundred and seventy feet 
which had been sunk the season before have been built up and finished. Much more work could have 
been done but for the inadequacy of the appropriation; yet, even from what has been, the most encour- 
aging effects have resulted. 

31. The improvement of the harbor of Portland, Lake Erie, State of New York.—Twenty cribs, 
making six hundred feet of the western breakwater, were built and sunk this season, and covered with 
large boulders, forming already a valuable shelter to the harbor in that direction. The work here has, 
however, also been much less than it would have been if adequate appropriations had been made 

32. The improvement of the harbor of Vermilion, Huron county, State of Ohio.—The operations of 
the last season were confined to the western pier, of which about four hundred feet were constructed. 
During the present season both piers have been extended into the lake, one thousand feet of crib-work 
having been prepared and sunk, and which, by the close of the season, will be raised to the intended 
height, which will complete the quantity of work contemplated to have been done at that place during 
this year. In reference to the effect of the structure in improving the entrance into the river the engineer 
writes: “The object being to change the course of the river, and to direct its current upon the sand-bar 
which obstructed its mouth, anc thereby open a channel into the harbor of sufficient depth, this object 
has been in a measure accomplished; and, had the spring freshets been as powerful as they usually are 
on this river, the bar would have been entirely removed. <A portion still remains; but I feel confident 
that the next fall and spring freshets will remove it.” 

33. The construction of a pier or breakwater at the mouth of the St. Joseph’s, Michigan.—Six hun- 
dred and sixty-seven feet of continuous crib-work have been made and placed at this harbor, three hundred 
and eighty feet of which constitute a part of the northern pier, extending outside and across the bar. 
The southern pier has not yet been commenced. The object is to construct the northern pier first, and 
then to observe carefully its effect before finally locating the southern pier. 

34. The construction of a breakwater and harbor at Michigan City, State of Indiana.— Eleven hun- 
dred and sixty feet of crib-work have been partly finished and entirely secured at this place. Also, a few 
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cribs of the breakwater have been made and sunk, in order to test their durability, and to profit by the 
experience which will be thereby acquired. 

35. The construction of the light-house upon the Brandywine shoal, near the capes of the Delaware.— 
No more has been done in reference to this extremely difficult and hazardous enterprise than to digest the 
plan and prepare materials for its execution. In works of this kind a certain quantity must be executed 
in the same season, or there is no security, if the quantity be less, that it may not be swept away by tie 
ensuing spring. It is therefore necessary that appropriations in the first instance should be large. In 
the present case the appropriation was not only too small, but was made too late in the season for a judi- 
cious commencement of the structure; the bureau was therefore obliged to limit its operations, as already 
indicated. 

While upon this subject it becomes my duty respectfully to state that complaints from the engineers 
are universal, both in reference to the amounts appropriated, and to the lateness of the season when 
appropriations are generally made. 

The effect of small and late appropriations is to limit the labor and extend the time in which the 
work can be completed, thereby exposing the department to reproaches of tardy and inefficient action; 
also to involve the department in forced execution, at enhanced prices, by which estimates, founded on 
the supposition of a reasonable support, are made to prove inadequate. Under such a system materials 

cannot be prepared, nor contracts be made, nor labor be commanded in time, nor on as favorable terms 
as could otherwise be obtained. It also exposes the bureau to the nec essity, every fall, of discharging 
many who could be advantageously employed in preparing materials, and to the inconveniences of a new 
commencement every season with mechanics and laborers, scattered at distances, and under other 
engagements; and with having those of ability and experience as contractors, in other avocations, thus 
destroying confidence and creating embarrassmeuts, which always result in enhanced prices. 

The plans pursued on these harbor improvements are, generally, promising of success, and are made 
necessary from the great and increasing commerce of the lakes, the vast extent of lake coast, and its 
singular ‘destitution of harbors or places “of shelter. These works are, therefore, protections to commerce 
and to human life. The rivers which empty into the Jakes are too small to prevent serious obstructions 
from bars; and these bars are more the effect, in my opinion, of the action of the surf of the lake than of 
deposit from the rivers. And as it is a fact be yond dispute that the openings which now exist are the 

result of the present action of these rivers, in the effort of the current to throw the sands hove up by the 

surf back again into the lake, we have data upon which plans of improvement can be formed. From 
these data the plans must be limited to such as, increasing the force of the current of these rivers, enable 
it to throw back still more of the sand which has been hove up by the surf, and thereby remove still more 
of the obstructing bar, or to such as protect the mouth of the outlet from the action of the surf, or to the 
union of both. 

The first is what may be denominated the plan of double lines of piers 
increases its velocity and power, and conducts it over the bar. 

The second is the plan of breakwaters. These are artificial structures, placed in the lake at some 
distance from the shore, and so arranged as to protect the outlet of the stream from the action of the surf. 
They are, in fact, artificial islands. 

When the stream is one of some power, the first is the plan generally adopted, with the modification 
of extending one pier further out than the other, so as to protect the artificial outlet by a partial break- 
water from the direction from which tie most violent and most frequent storms occur. Where the stream 
is very feeble, a harbor cannot well be formed without a combination of both plans; in such cases the 
double lines of piers are of equal lengths, the artificial outlet being protected from the surf by the break- 
water placed off at some distance in the lake. 

There is no doubt, in my opinion, that the union of the two plans would, in all cases on these lakes, 
prove the most efficie ‘nt and the most durab le; but the great expense thus involved has hitherto limited 
the constructions to the first, with the exception of one case. This exception is that of Michigan City, 
where a breakwater is being made off in the lake, and the force of the stream is to be increased by 
parallel piers, so as to enable it to remove the bar at its mouth. 

These constructions are combinations of wood and stone. Large cribs of timber are made, and, firmly 
united, floated to their proper positions, placed adjacent to each other, and sunk and maintained in their 
places by piles and immense loads of stone. 

The ingenuity of the engineers is called into exercise in the construction of his cribs and their size, 
which must of course depend upon the locality; but the fault least to be avoided is that of making them 
too strong. The subject being one of daily and increasing interest, I have called upon several officer rs of 
the bureau for detailed plans of these structures, and submit those which have been adopted at Salmon 
river and at Cattaraugus creek, both of which are places without shelter from storms or from the violence 
of the surf.* 

Having now completed the exposition of duties of the past year, I find myself obliged to call your 
attention to the inefficient organization of this branch of the public service. You have yourself so 
frequently witnessed the evils growing from this cause, and they have been so often and in so much 
detail submitted to Congress, that, in order to avoid uninteresting repetitions, I will limit myself to a 
few remarks. 

The force of the bureau consists of eleven officers having military commissions, (there being one 
brevet captain of artillery on the duty,) of which the highest rank is that of lieutenant colonel, and the 
lowest that of captain. This single exposition shows that the grades for subordinate duties, and for 
novitiates, are wanting. Formerly these grades were supplied by details from the army, but they were 
again withdrawn on every call for active army service; and after many years of experience and of obser- 
vation, the system of details was abandoned as possessing but few advantages, and as being replete with 
defects and with injurious consequences to the army as well as to the duty for which the details were 
made. 
But, as the duties of the bureau were not lessened, (in fact, they have been much increased,) and as 
the aid, however imperfect, from military details could no longer be obtained, the bureau was obliged, 
from absolute necessity, to seek this aid from other sources. Its attention was turned to the class of 
civil engineers spread over our country; many of whom, from circumstances beyond their control, were 


, which contracts the stream, 


* The drawings referred to in this document are omitted to be printed, under the order of the House of Representatives 
of September 11, 1837. 
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thrown out of employ. From this class, it gives me great pleasure to say, the bureau has been able to 
select many highly-informed, scientific, and experienced officers. But, being without distinctions of rank, 
it is difficult to establish rights of seniority or control in such a service, and, of consequence, equally 
difficult to introduce discipline, subordination, and order. The greater number of these appointments 
being also temporary, and there being no control by law over them, there is no adequate inducement to 
exertion, no security for duration of service, and no power that can command services in disagreeable 
seasons or in exposed and unhealthy localities, while compensations are greater than would be required 
or expected in a regularly organized and permanent corps. 

In such a corps the permanency of the employment and the prospect of advancement are strong 
inducements to service at moderate compensations, of which the present system is destitute. 

The whole force of civil agents of the bureau employed during the last year as engineers amounted 
to thirty-three, and this also a minimum force, such employments being limited by the necessity of taxing 
the rage agpeoeay for duty as little as possible; and although many rof these are temporary, and for the 
season only, yet, as the number has been required, and will be again, the number and expense are 
permanent, although individuals may be changed. 

From the foregoing, then, it will appear that the engineers of this bureau consist of eleven with 
military commissions, and thirty-three e withont. 

The former are subject to those rules of discipline and subordination which are to be found in the 
Rules and Articles of War and the Regulations of the Army; the latter to no other than such as their 
own convenience and necessities may dictate; and as the greater body is more apt to give character to 
than to derive it from the smaller, it should not be matter of surprise if irregularities existed not easily 
to be avoided, nor to be remedied without the aid of law. The law which would remedy the same is a 
proper organization of the whole in one corps, with the usual gradations of rank and subject to the rules 
and articles of war. 

As, therefore, economy of cost, efficiency of duties, discipline, and a proper responsibility, all unite 
in favor of such an organization, I cannot abandon the hope that the same will meet with your approba- 
tion, and be in that way brought to the consideration of Congress under the most favorable aspect. 

That my views in reference to the organization may be the better understood, I have the honor of 
submitting them to your consideration drawn out in the form of a bill. 

Very respectfully, sir, your obedient servant, 
J. J. ABER T, Lieutenant Colonel Topographical Engineers. 

Hon. Jorn R. Pornserr, Secretary of War. 





A BILL for the better organization of the corps of topographical engineers. 


Section 1. Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, That the corps of topographical engineers shall be organized and increased by 
regular promotions in the same, so that the said corps shall consist of one colonel, one lieutenant colonel, 
four inajors, ten captains, ten first lieutenants, and ten second lieutenants; and that graduates from the 
Military Academy, with brevets of the lowest commission in said corps, may be attached to the same, as 
is provided by law for other corps and regiments. 

Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That vacancies created by said organization, over and above those 
which can be filled by the present corps, shall be taken from the army and from such as it may be deemed 
advisable of the civil engineers in the employ of the United States; and that the pay and emoluments to 
officers of said corps shall be the same as are allowed to the dragoons of the United States. 

Sec. 3. And be i further enacted, That the authority to employ civil engineers under the act of the 
30th of April, 1824, and the authority by law for the employment of the present corps of topographical 

engineers be, and the same are hereby, repealed; and that all letters and packages on public business to 
and from the chief of the corps now organized be free from postage. 

Sec. 4. And be it further enacted, That the officers of said corps shall be subject to the rules and 
articles of war, and to such regulations as the President may think proper to adopt. 





A. 


Estimate of funds that will be required for the year 1838, for clerks and messenger, and for the contingent 
. expenses of the Topographical bureau. 
eer relia iaeehe bes -tisesvvescse SEO 
Viz: For compensation of first clerk in the Topographical bureau................. $1,000 
Additional 20 per cent., authorized by the act of March 3, 1837............ 200 
POP CoMPENNIO OF BOCONE CITE... i cicccsisceccsesssccsesccesesssss 1000 


ee ONE ROMUUONIN oi v5icss 660 dds bce a cede Deo eke sees ce cweces 500 
Additional 20 per cent., authorized by the act of March 3, 1837........... : 100 
a eee ett eye begets thie ehaareeanaeas, See 
Viz: For stationery and office furniture................ ee ee eee a 
For 100 sheets of tracing paper. eee Oe eT Tere Tee eT eT ETT TT eee eee eT ee 60 
Be er tt Or UNE I EY DBO, ooo aic cose ccceecsawesve veceveccsacess 75 
For binding original maps............... sss... aa nena pawiacneaes 50 
For repairing of instruments returned by the several surveying parties....... 500 
Pe ee UND CIN, 5 oo ksi ceseaweecssiviseseesanscesscesss 280 
Fuel for three rooms........... PERERA RRA RS REEL CDE TENSE TES RRS 100 
ee er ee ee Oe a ee re eee enees (times. 2a 





J. J. ABERT, Lieut. Col. Top. Engineers. 
TorograpuicaL Bureau, November 7, 1837. 
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B. 

Estimate of funds that will be required by the Topographical bureau, for the prosecution of surveys for thé 
year 1838. 

For defraying the expenses incidental to making examinations and surveys under the act of 


April 30, 1824, and for geological and miner ralogice al surveys and examinations. 
surveys of a aisied ‘character, and for the defences of the Atlantic and western 


frontier. ere 
Completing the surve ys from the southern debouche of the Dismal Swamp canal to Winyaw 


bay, South Carolina...... 


$30, 000 00 


For 
15, 000 00 


oceees bb 06S © 2 = bs 8ee be 6. 5.% 6 6. 2-2 60 2 © 4 OO 65.4 0.9.9 8 eee eee sere ee eres serene s 


15, 000 00 


cee eoeeweo ee eee eeeeeeeereereeeeeeeeeeeeeeeseseereseeeseesenees 


a eT ne rr eer ee ee cesccce «=, 900 OO 





TopocrapuHicaL Bureau, November 7, 1837. 


C. 

Statement showing the amounts which will be dipimateaed upon the works named for the year 1838. 
Breakwater at the harbor of Burlington, Vermont............... pinkeeiie seule (eeeass $50, 000 00 
Breakwater at Plattsburg, on Lake “Champl: OO as Ce izes. ia oe 
Improvement of the harbor of Whitehall, New York................0 0. ce ee eeeee socoss kp, 000 09 
Improvement of the harbor of Black river, New York...... kan (ish eee Deneebaes 22,401 00 
Improvement of the harbor of Salmon river, New York................. ieee Soe ee 
Improvement of the harbor of Cattaraugus creck, PW SR isGcvisessreeeamneeens See 
Improvement of the harbor of Portland, New York................. ere ee sskseesess. 29,506 OO 
Improvement of the harbor of Vermilion river, Ohio............... Leesa aabeoee “% 23, 626 57 
Constructing a pier or breakwater at the mouth of the St. Joseph’s, Lake Michigan. ore 51,113 00 
Constructing a breakwater and pier at Michigan City, Indiana...... Hikewevetiexwewess Tee ee 
Building the light-house on the Brandywine shoal. MIN AeGdS Nee eeeeReNeeEeeke See ee 


Total. PPRRE CWE CAME WeleRw 





D. 


435,969 11 


Statement showing the amount of funds remitted to the officers and agents disbursing under the Topographical 
1837, inclusive, and the amount 


bureau from the 1st day of October, 1836, to the 30th day of September, 
of accounts rendered for settlement by each within the same period. 

















To whom remitted. On what account. Amount re- | Amount of ac- 
mitted. counts rend’d. 
G. W. Featherstonhaugh, geologist. ..| Surveys under the act of April 30, 1824......eceeseeees TTT TTT ba buepebeswone bun $2,400 00 $3,726 82 
Lieut. Colonel James Kearney......- lececes Oss se cenessecnens anes dO .seccvcece 0 cesceee occ cc cece cecceseeeece cece cccccees 3,858 00 2,889 17 
Lieut. Colonel S. H. Long, .....see+. eee Bias tise sonsGseaonce NG ouccwewssiseceeeeueenceesseane Seeneeeebsonen ene 1,500 00 969 42 
Major H. Bache.....esceseeerees sone] ceeeee BDiinnwsseeews esas SbpellO scene [asse Rckeewousesnerebaeen soho eens sone 2,000 00 1,623 02 
Major J. D. Graham. .... 0.52: sees liweeke BOs she aboaeeenebenonse OO seen pbbecde a sheaneneensenss canbesweases Tee Ty 1,378 32 1,726 91 
Captain W. G. Williams ...cccee | ery UOinsnabobakuseevnseor ND cebee hess Bebbauaseseseesesae pooneee odaso0beeous 1,600 00 1,881 84 
Captain W. H. Swift....seseeees poenleene ppDowhnbsvesennwssess 00 .ccccces ° eese eccccccccccee coe cece cece ceceee 1,307 66 1,939 57 
G. W. Hughes...ccccccccscces TT pL. Oss ka seuasunoseneeees BOs cescecaniesseawssoeseecs sete ueeee seesensmens peaees 7,000 00 6,487 72 
bigs cia nkasdendninnen fm emer Reiccvencs Witeicceed WW ivksdicetn iocnciebe sierntemamnadineniaie 2,900 00 4,746 71 
Rc hircvasssncaciesinccns oer iicicnkinends (tbe ctaxananh sabibaicisdasiaviated aveteantea cade 1,700 00 446 80 
H. Stansbury ...seceesccecvccesceees | ceeune Bile pakbesohedeueeset WO ssssaseca PT TTT CUTE TE TEE TL TL ree 6,800 00 7,214 92 
Major J. D. Graham..-...+e+eeseeees | Road to be cut out from the northern boundary - the Territory of Florida, by Mari- j........ eee 4,739 75 
anna, to the town of Apalachicola, within said Territory, under the act of June 
30, 1834. 
Lieut. Colonel S. H. Long.........+. Survey of a ledge near Owl’s Head harbor, per act of July 4, 1836..... yey eee TS PEC eT Pee 400 00 
DO ..ccccee pbscbuheu Sinden se Survey of the passage into Cobscook bay, per act of July 4, 1836.....ccccscvcceevecs|scovccccrecs a 300 00 
Major H. Bache.....eeeseeseeesevees Survey of Crow shoal, in Delaware bay, per act of July 4, 1836.....cscsccccccsccecr|scves o ccvcccee 584 37 
DO <cccccvcecccccceccscncces | Rebuilding light-house on the Brandywine shoal, per act of March 3, 1837. ...seceseslesseceesceeees 351 17 
Moyamensing Bank. ...+eeseseseeeeelseeees OO sins waccccsccneens eens 00 cee ccc cccccccecccccccsovcs dO . e000 oe eeeeeceees 7,000 00 338 00 
Lieut. Colonel James Kearney.......| Survey from the southern debouche of the Dismal Swamp canal to Winyaw bay, 5, 142 00 5,078 36 
South Carolina, per act of March 3, 1837, 
G. W. Hughes ..cceececccssecsccceee Survey of the headwaters of Chesapeake bay, per act of July 4, 1836....ceeeeseeee [eceeceeeccece 485 56 
H. Stansbury .....+. pines Ss60sbsseees Survey of James river, State of Virginia, per act of July 4, 1836. ....eseeseees © 00e0s|aesees coce dose 512 10 
W. B. Guion.e.ecccccccsvcvcccesvecs Survey of St. Francis, Black, and White rivers, per act of July 4, 1836.......eeee0- 2,000 00 1,193 45 
Captain A. Canfield......... eeeeeeee| Surveys of 4 military character and for the defences of the Atlantic and Western 1,500 00 1,556 07 
frontiers, per act of July 4, 1836. 
Captain W. H. Chase.......+.++ SapstoasesuttOlessaresesesenseuss SOs oesaes bs cs AO vsssiecucse Pr oer 1,332 70 1, 332 70 
Lieut. J. M. Berrien ......ceeee0 ...-| Survey of the mouth of Milwaukie river, per act of July 4, 1836.......000 eessceeces se eecceccevees 36 11 
T. B. W. Stockton....... eoecccevecs | The construction of a harbor at Michigan City, Indiana, per act of July 4, 1836....... 45,031 00 46,889 il 
DO veccccccsccccceceesseeees| The construction of a breakwater at the river St.Joseph’s, Michigan, per act of July 26,709 00 33,014 40 


4, 1836. 
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D.—Statement showing the amount of funds remitted to the officers, &c—Continued. 





To whom remitted. 


On what account. 








R. T. P. Allen...... 


D0. cccceere 


Ezra Smith, 2... ccccccscccscvcccvess 
J. R. BOWES cccccccee eocccceces 


N. B. Haswell ..cccccccsecees ecccces ‘| | Deepening the channel between the two Hero islands, per act of July 4, 1836........ 
DO .ceccccscccccccceccovseeees| Improvement of the harbor of Burlington, per act of July 4, 1836........ ecetececccee 
| 
T. Shankland..... eeccccccecsseeesss| Improvement of the harbor at the mouth of Salmon river, per act of July 4, 1836..... 


Wm. H. Pettes ..... 
W. T. Stockton. ...cccce 
J. E. Johnston eos cece 
Charles M. Watson... 


ane Improving the navigation at the mouth of Vermilion river, per act of July 4, 1836.. 


Seer cess sere eese 


| Improvement of the harbor of Portland, on Lake Erie, per act of July 4, 1836........ 
| Improvement of the harbor of Cattaraugus creek, per act of July 4, 1836. ........000 
Improving the entrance of Whitehall harbor, per act of July 4, 1836.... ..00 eoeseees 


++», Improvement of the harbor at the mouth of Black river, per act of July 4, 1836...... 
wisehorsteisiers DO wsicaseseves eae eed OvarevisesesceneerecsscOOoanccsccas sense GOcscecies Reis 


| Construction of a harbor at Plattsburg, New York, per act of July 4, 1836.........0+- 
| 


Amount re- 
mitted. 


Amount of ac- 
counts rend’d. 





$13,780 00 
19,509 18 
12,000 00 
26.000 00 

7,000 00 
16,000 00 
7,000 00 
8,000 00 
7,800 00 
6,700 00 
20,000 00 


$14,267 2 
20,383 57 
14,160 90 
26,843 85 

7,038 09 
14,750 15 
3,993 76 
6,682 44 
8,347 33 
4,751 96 
19,331 62 











264,947 86 | 271,015 54 











ToroGraPuicaL Bureau, November 7, 1837. 











E. 

Statement showing the expenditure of the contingent fund from October 1, 1836, to September 30, 1837. 
ERR IOE BH IC COCUMIOBED 6 ook ook sc ceics Cesc cdcceewcaweweeses (tthe. eee 
IN i 6S eda N a Headed es csiss cannes Lene ns pkeebeewe es errr 94 00 
a een Sint oh Kn da BHAI SSR E CARO eWERENeeGe eeee awe eee EaRaaaae 160 99 
ai see e hia Sau. Oh LAs he RENEWS dG ADEDEANA bedaWe ds Ov ES ER ROS aes 29 50 
ae aE a ee eee Tr eT ee eee Terror TTT Eee Teer Cr Te 158 62 
Eke CAEN R DL EWAE DEAS WAKE UK EO ee ee SALOU DRESDNER RRR RAE A RRR 275 20 
bn gp ET TOOT REEL ET OTE Meeewes pick sas vor elas aeacde ediende PaoIeNe Kees we ew eiee vee 14 79 
ee NN ka cuewae ew ke RaWh awn’ “owson ee Te ee TT ee Te eee T. ree recre 392 46 
ee ae Oa NRE SK RRO ONES OSA MEERNE RE EERRE CE ARS rere 5 00 
eee LEC ETT PEO T Tee TES Cr TTT Te eee ee Te eee Te eee rr ree Te 47 25 

ee ee eee Ree SR Wana Rea deta is Mw 66ss tak eee Ae 

TovograruicaL Bureau, November 7, 1837. 

Recapitulation of estimates. 
ee ey III sai ch da Sikes cease dec csavacneiee’s (‘Meee eee 
For contingencies.....+ ..-. re Diath G ahs 6s baaeaiaawes Ke enneee 1, 235 00 
For surveys under the act of April 30, "1824, ee ere ee rer (UiC@CAC eens See | ee 
For sarveys for military purposes... ....-s.0scssvscesee ee eT ee eee eee Teer Te ... 15,000 00 
For completing the surveys from the southern debouche of the Dismal Swamp canal to 
Wi inyaw bay, South Carolina....... SA ee eer aN SR eri oo ee aft eS et oped Wr a ae 15, 000 00 


For various harbor and other improvements authorized by existing laws................ 435, 969 11 





eee Terre TTT TCC Tee iwkuwamiew ‘Hitieeieseseneeeesaeeee® ee 











No. 15. 
REPORT FROM THE ORDNANCE DEPARTMENT. 
Orpnance Orrice, Washington, November 20, 1837. 

Sir: In obedience to your order of the 7th of September last, I have the honor to transmit a report 
of the general result of the proceedings and operations of this department between October 1, 1836, and 
September 30, 1837. 

The papers marked A and B present a general view of these concerns during the last-mentioned 
period, as well in regard to the amounts of expenditures under the several heads of appropriations, as in 
reference to their objects, and the various ordnance stations where they have been made. 

The first of these (A) shows the whole amount of funds remitted from the treasury to disbursing 


officers and others in this department during the year 1836 to have been..... er ee $1, 593, 720 10 
That portion of that sum which was expended and accounted for during the same period 
eee ee ee ee eee ee re eee cankews ..e. 1,354, 827 48 





And that at the close of the year there remained unexpended, and in the hands of disburs- 
oe eee ee Tee Pe Te TT TCT eT TEE TEE TTT eeCE ETC T ee 238, 892 62 
Statement B exhibits the total amount of funds remaining in the hands of disbursing officers at the 

close of the year 1836, and which have been remitted to them and others during the first, second, and third 

quarters of the year 1837. This amount will be seen to have been...... WV ecbne ncaa $1, 671, 299 83 

And the portion of this sum unexpended, and for which accounts have ‘been rendered * 
during the same period, will be seen, in the same statement, to have amounted to.. 








1, 460, 064 69 





The unexpended balance exhibited in the same statement as being in the hands of the 


disbursing officers at the close of the third quarter of 1837 having been........... 211, 235 14 
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Statement C presents a view of the general result of the operations at the several arsenals and 
armories of the United States, in the manufacture, repair, and purchase of the principal articles of ordnance, 
ordnance stores, and building materials. It exhibits the result of these operations to the extent to which 
they have been completed during the year between October 1, 1836, and September 30, 1837, indicating, 
among other articles of ordnance and ordnance stores which have been fabricated or procured, the fol- 
lowing, viz: . 

Of artillery, 55 42-pounder, 31 32-pounder, 193 24-pounder, and 37 6-pounder iron cannon; 2 12- 
pounder, and 13 6-pounder brass cannon; 13 12-pounder brass howitzers; 1-42-pounder, 168 32-pounder, 
and 91 24-pounder barbette carriages; 30 42-pounder, 104 32-pounder, and 16 24-pounder casemate car- 
riages; 1 42-pounder, 27 82-pounder, and 3 24-pounder casemate chasses; 34 32-pounder and 81 24-pounder 
barbette chasses; 149 field-carriages, 56 caissons, 12 travelling forges, 10 mortar beds, and 78 elevating 
machines. 

Of small arms manufactured and procured, viz: 22,931 muskets complete, and 1,018 carbines made 
at the national armories ; and at private factories, 5,450 muskets complete, 400 common and 489 Hall's 
rifles, 2,500 carbines, 184 double-barrel guns, 1,000 artillery swords, and 4,272 cavalry sabres. 

Of accoutrements for small arms, 6,648 sets for infantry, 4,088 for cavalry, 25,523 infantry and cavalry 
cartridge-boxes, 17,241 cartridge-box belts, 18,028 bayonet scabbards, 25,592 bayonet belts, 1,906 rifle 
flasks and belts, 6,017 rifle pouches and belts, 8,425 sword and sabre belts, and 10,300 waist belts. 

Statement D shows the extent of the operations during the year, between the Ist of October, 1836, 
and the 30th of September, 1837, which have occurred in procuring ordnance and ordnance stores, under 
the act of 1808, for arming and equipping the militia of the States and Territories. This statement 
presents also a view of the expenditures under the act, which have resulted during the same period, in 
procuring the stores, amounting, for all objects, to $179,102 38. It exhibits, among other articles of 
ordnance stores procured, 87 6-pounder iron cannon, 18 12-pounder, 15 9-pounder, and 12: 6-pounder field 
and 8 12-pounder howitzer carriages, with their equipments, &c., complete ; 22 caissons, 2 travelling forges, 
5,790 muskets, 400 rifles, 200 carbines, 350 pistols, 1,000 artillery swords, and 2,670 cavalry sabres. 

Statement E exhibits the amount of ordnance and ordnance stores which have been apportioned, for 
the year 1836, to the several States and Territories, under the act of 1808 for arming and equipping the 
militia: this apportionment being founded on the recent returns of the strength of the militia, as made 
by the adjutant generals of the militia of the several States to the adjutant general of the army. 

Statement I’ shows the several articles of ordnance and stores which have been distributed to the 
militia of the States and Territories during the year, between the Ist of October, 1836, and the 30th of 
September, 1837. 

Statement G presents a view of the munitions of war issued by this department during the year, 
between the Ist of Octgber, 1856, and the 30th of September, 1837, to the army. In this it will appear 
that 4 12-pounder iron, 17 6-pounder iron, and 6 6-pounder brass cannon, and 10 12-pounder brass 
howitzers, with their carriages and equipments complete, 5 caissons, 3,137 muskets, 2,860 rifles, 1,296 
carbines, 2,518 pistols, 1,645 cavalry sabres, 25 swords, 3,901 sets of infantry, 2,400 sets of rifle, and 946 
sets of cavalry accoutrements, are among the principal articles issued. 

The agent of the United States lead inines at Galena reports that no changes have taken place in 
relation to the condition of the agency during the year ending on the 30th of September, 1837. No 
returns of lead have been made during that period, and the suits instituted against the delinquents have 
not been determined. 

It will be seen by a reference to the last annual report from this office that the alleged cause for 
refusing to pay the stipulated rents was, that the act of the 3d of March, 1807, contained no authority for 
the collection of rent-lead under a /icense for smelting lead ore, and that the law authorizing the leasing 
of public lands within the limits of a State was unconstitutional, The validity of these objections will 
be tested by the suit now pending. 

A full report on the present condition of the agency, and of the mineral lands generally, is expected 
daily, from an officer of this department who was recently authorized to proceed to that section of the 
country for that purpose. On the receipt of his report, it will be transmitted to you, with such further 
remarks as the information he may communicate may seem to require. 

In the event of a sale of the public lands herein referred to, under the authority given to the President 
of the United States by existing laws, or by any that may be passed hereafter, it does not appear expedient 
that any reservation should be made of those designated as the lead region, whether containing lead, iron, 
or copper ore, or any other mineral or metal whatsoever, with a view to their being wrought for the benefit 
of the United States. 

The sale of these lands has been recommended by this department in every annual communication 
for the last six years, and is again recommended as a necessary measure to prevent the conflicts of public 
and private interests, and advance the prosperity of the country in that quarter. 

It is also recommended, as a general measure, that all the right, title, and interest which the United 
States may possess in and to all other lands, containing mines of any description whatsoever, appertaining 
to and being under control of the Department of War, unless required for purposes unconnected with the 
Ordnance department, may likewise be sold without reservation, and that the authority of Congress be 
obtained for that purpose. 

In addition to the information exhibited in these various statements, it may be communicated, generally, 
in regard to the operations of this department, that they have been conducted at the several arsenals, 
armories, and in the contract service, with the usual fidelity and ability which characterize the agents of 
this department ; and that they have been only limited and impeded by the difficulty so often alluded to, 
on the occasions of former reports for years past, and specially referred to in the last annual report, (dated 
the 12th of November, 1836,) viz: the want of additional officers ; but a special report having been made 
as you have directed, presenting at large the views of this office in regard to an adequate military 
organization for the service of this department, a further allusion to it does not occur to me as necessary 
now, 

I havé the honor to be, sir, respectfully, your obedient servant, 
GEO. BOMFORD, Colonel of Ordnance. 


Hon. J. R. Potysert, Secretary of War. 
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MILITARY AFFAIRS. 





[No. 745. 





B. 


Statement of the money expended through the Ordnance department during the first, second, and third quarters 


of 1837. 




















cs esate, | pany i claps 
Zo | cE RS 
| La} “= © | = os 
| ee Sm Ba 26 
. | o 2? oS j “o . & +4 
| argo Ot of 
| "awe oO soo © 
| sn 0 s &0 
go ¢ ie Boe 
| -— 4 
| BEe=s 228 2 
Rations. | Saag 2) he om 
~~ oO s 
| E~'s &,° oof —° 
; 25% ES oes ss 
| So Sen So = 
£8 3a™ Ga os OD ae 
1 a es u OPM ° 
no 8 2 g ok = 
oD on 2 = om 
Boos Sod B= 
oO - oe 6 2 papey 
efA8s | es & £22 
<q | = Po ga 
; - — nn a 
Armory, Springfield, Massachusetts.............. weeeee) $190,212 16 | $170,054 85 | $20,157 3 
Beery, Semtpors Perry, Virwitia. . ica es. ... 2. 000a0eees 238, 411 84 199, 951 97 38,459 8T 
Pe Pe PTS CCE TORE eer Cer Te 62, 267 14 18, 000 33 44,266 81 
Arsenal, Watertown, Massachusetts ...............00-:- 112,218 67 96, 064 42 16, 154 25 
Bememet, Port Monrec, Vireiiie... 66. sso sce cees ceseunss 54,090 72 | 46, 784 52 7, 306 20 
Arsenal, Vergennes, Vermont.......... Teer ry eT ee 86 50 | cide odd REE OT OE 
Arsenal, West Troy, New York..............+. (eats 200,712 06 | 200,108 96 603 10 
re i Ce eed bk dike ee sew sarees ‘ 1,296 23 | 1, 236 65 59 58 
Arsenal, Pittsburg, Pennsylvania. ...................:- 100, 847 25 | 89,280 91 11, 566 3 
Arsenal, Franford, Pennsylvania..... ee Pe ee Pee 124,654 00; 124, 204 36 449 64 
Arsenal, Pikesville, Maryland....................4. site 4,831 00 | 3, 731 00 1,100 00 
Arsenal, Washington city..... ee ieet Pen hed cnenebas 68, TTT 56 62, 532 32 6, 245 24 
. rr. . . ms | . 4 
Arsenal near Richmond, Virginia..........00..2000- 91 73 | 32 61 09 12 
ee 5, 8T1 32 | 5,070 38 800 94 
Arecnal, Mount Vernon, Alabama. ..... 0000.0. .06000005 46,139 33 | 42,512 49 | 3, 626 8: 
Arsenal, Apalachicola, Florida ...... eee r rer Tr rr TT 43,382 72 34, 485 60 | 8, 897 12 
Arsenal, Baton Rouge, Louisiana........... eee eeaEwR 23,197 29 9,143 75 | 14,053 54 
Arsenals, St. Louis, Liberty, Missouri, and Memphis, Ten- | 
es Kilbedik ds intckins Neieee hea bai RS eee ba ae 58, 783 09 44,361 58} 14,421 51 
ae OE re new 17, 052 13 ce 8 2 eee 
Arsenal, Fayetteville, North Carolina .................. 30, 3887 05 | 26, 705 29 | 3, 681 76 
Arsenal, hittie Kock, Arkansas... ...........0000% oe 7, 120 00 | 1,516 05 5, 603 95 
Depot, city of New York. ...... is. WeeRenin ; 24,096 96 | 11,490 12 12, 606 84 
Depot, Charleston, South Carolina.......... ‘ 3, 260 62 | 3, 020 24 240 38 
Depot, Garey’s Ferry, Florida .........c00sese000 ‘ 10, 500 00 | 9,908 53 591 47 
cg a re baie : 831 98 | 548 65 283 33 
Lead mines, Galena, Illinois............ ee ee ee ae 1,218 00 | 1,218 00 arth Sis hee ete 
Sundry persons for cannon, gun-carriages, cannon balls, 
ee ES CUE Ue ce sane c eho dace 240, 733 62 BOO, Tee OF liteiesascces 
Settlements on audited accounts........... ie bewnba cae 228 86 8 | ee eee ; 
RG iii ies digg SUR b eee aie. oh (iacetakon 1, 671, 299 83 | 1, 460,064 69 | 211, 235 14 








OrpNance Orrice, Washington, 


November 20, 


GEORGE BOMFORD, Colonel of Ordnance. 


1837. 


Statement of work done and articles fabricated, procured, and repaired at the national and private armories and 
ordnance stations from the 1st of October, 1836, to the 30th of September, 1837, inclusive, 


MADE AND PROCURED. 


Class 1. 


12-pounder brass cannon.............- 
6-pounder brass cannon.............+. 


12-pounder brass howitzer.......... ... 
12-pounder brass howitzer, mountain... . 


42-pounder iron cannon......... eam : 
32-pounder iron cannon..............-. 
24-pounder iron cannon..............-- 
6-pounder iron cannon...............6. 
24-pounder iron howitzer...... pei ee 


12-pounder iron howitzer........ eeese 


bo 


— 
SU) 


42-pounder carriages, 
32-pounder carriages, 
| 24-pounder carriages, 
| $2-pounder carriages, 
| 24-pounder carriages, casemate...... 
| 32-pounder carriages, upper, barbette... 


Class 2. 


barbette .. 
barbette . 


casemate... . 


— 
so 
le Oo OR 


24-pounder carriages, upper, barbette... 
vo 


42-pounder chasses, 
32-pounder chasses, 
24-pounder chasses, 


casemate, 
CABCMAIC. 6640004 


eee ere eevee 




















135 





32-pounder cannon balls............. - 
24-pounder cannon balls...../...... a 
DOWNCH BNOTE... 6. see es eres Te ; 


36, 460 
3, 621 


1,911 








1837. | REPORT OF THE SECRETARY OF WAR. 
Statement of work done at the national and private armories, &c.—Continued. 
32-pounder chasses, barbette..... icies avons 34 Class 5. 
24-pounder chasses, barbette...... es 81 
42-pounder carriages, iron, casemate, 6-pounder grape shot, fixed............ 1, 032 
ere Terre eee eee eer 26 12-pounder howitzer ammunition, fixed. . 273 
42-pounder carriages, iron, casemate, 24-pounder howitzer canisters, filled. ... 44] 
Soe eC eee eee ee eee ; 72 12-pounder strapped shot, fixed......... 112 
24-pounder carriages, iron, casemate, 6-pounder strapped shot, fixed..... ai 685 
WOE os caiawswews eee eee 14 12-pounder canister shot, fixed......... 280 
Tron chasses apparatus, sets complete... 112 6-pounder canister shot, fixed..... Vien. Sg 
12-pounder stock trail carriages....... 24 
9-pounder stock trail carriages....... 26 Class 6 
6-pounder stock trail carriages.......... 42 ere 
 . — a mci nn Muskets, national armory, complete.. 22, 931 
x — cr ce b ae FS 10 | Muskets, contract, complete............ 5, 490 
10-inch oo 7 ggaigieeipeltaial haan Pip SORNEe TUOR, COUNTING 6 oo ied dccnies vane 489 
igh ee ahaa ennai anal anaes Hall’s carbines, complete.............. 2, 500 
Elevating gad aaa = Double-barrel guns, complete........ 184 
Travelling forges........++++++seeeee- si Prussian model guns, complete........ 1 
Common rifles, complete............... 400 
Class 3. PIStOM, COMME. 0c ces cece ss ii —_—— 
Artillery swords. ...... Kosei ica, an 
tammers and sponges, assorted........ 303 Dragoon sabres..... eer rere ery Ce re 4,272 
Rammers and staves, assorted.......... 209 ee rey ee eee , 402 
Sponges and staves, assorted.......... 197 ee a eeeuens tvavee  Siaee 
Ladles and worms, assorted...... rere dT i ee eer ere C rT rT ... 21, 254 
Ladles and staves, assorted............ se ee oes 545 
Worms and staves, assorted...... .... 122 | Spring vices. .... Niatitetwesateaes  \aeee 
a errr 158 UI ii cike send ce cccannes rr 435 
ee ee ‘ 104 
eee ere rere re Te ees 113 Class ". 
ces hess naps Ee EEE eee . 12 
Tompions .......- PEPER ROE AGED HA rae es 108 Infantry accoutrements, sets complete 6, 648 
dt . os en 2¢ ’ ‘ - abaalea hae ’ 
Priming wires .......+-. CE AEERE LSS TA 39 Dragoon accoutrements, sets complete... 4, 088 
SPONGES... eee cere eres e ee ial 3, 648 Cartridge-boxes, infantry.............. 20, 811 
_ Sponge Covers. . se... eee cece eee ee eee 7 (2 Cartridge-boxes, dragoon........ ere , 112 
Sponge buckets..... HE = elie 496 Cartridge-box belts, buff............... 15, 253 
Par buckets. ....6. 0. + eeeeee eee e eee 202 | Cartridge-box belts, black............. 1, 988 
Water WOUCMOUR, iis cess cevccecseenes 1538 Bayonet scabbards.................... 18, 028 
Linstocks Peete nese teeta eee ee eens 344 Bayonet belts, buff. ........0.scsccess 26,78 
Portfire stocks..... ent eeocesees ceecee B42 DOOM DONE, WARE. oss ceccccccssss 490 
Portfire cases. ...... ce: oe 825 Sabre belts, buff.......... ere wi ae 
Porttire Clippers .. 6. eee eee eee ee eens — panee belts, webbing. ......<....«.+<. 300 
Prolonges ESTE RE CRETE S TR HERS Cee ROS pe Artillery sword belts, buff.............. 6, 225 
Tube pouches... 66... sees ee eee ees cee 216 ime flasks and belts. ..........<s0<. -. 196 
Pube boxes......2++4+- Aaa eS eRe oes ; 165 Rifle pouches and belts.......... svnven See 
Gunners’ gimlets........ 6.2.5 06+- 21 | Rifle pouches........ SheWeteeeeken eee 6,524 
Gummern’ DAVOTSRCES..... 60.6606 .52 200. 509 | Rifle tlasks............. ewe 316 
Artillery harness, sets for four horses... . 149 | Rifle waist belts...........0.0000 cee 10, 300 
Pg ee. eee 19 Holsters, pairs... .... ath ae eran 4, 303 
Traversing handspikes................ 400 Housings........ a ie 5, 423 
Trail handspikes........ teeters 122. | Gunslings.....:....... eben ciccve SS 
Budge barrels ........-- esse ee eee eee 719 DVGsnes GWG picks... .... 2.6.06: iovece See 
Cannon locks, percussion.............-+ 5 Buckets and straps, carbine...... Base 959 
Thumbstalls. Ree eee eee ee eee 59 Swivels, carbine.............. ep 748 
lhermometers.... ......-- tee eeeees 6 Fiimte, asnorted .... 15.6 5000 ieee: ee 
Verifying instruments, set....... coeeee 1 ee er ee 65, 450 
a sata arg ata . 3 
Sg er re 40 : 
: : Class 8. 
Tongs for hot shot, pairs.......... ere 10 
“sae ssn ; as... ; : ; a in Powder, CANNON, POUNGS..... 05066000. T4B, 700 
’ ; Powder, musket, pounds ......... .... 251 
Powder, rifle, pounds.............. : 69, 600 
Class 4. Powder, mealed, cartridges............ 8, 650 
42-pounder flannel cartridges........ “21 
24-pounder grape shot ............eees 52 32-pounder flannel cartridges...... rer 21 
19-pounder grape shot .......... 002s 333 24-pounder flannel cartridges,......... 113 
6-pounder grape shot...... errr er Teer 313 12-pounder flannel cartridges....... ‘in 318 
12-pounder canister shot .............. 34 9-pounder flannel cartridges........... 210 
6-pounder canister shot................ 100 6-pounder flannel cartridges........... 3, 162 
6-pounder loose canister shot, pounds.... d13 24-pounder howitzer flannel cartridges. . 529 
12-pounder shells, strapped..........-. 33 Cartridge bags, flannel, assorted........ 19, 442 
Iron stands for grape shot............. 73 Musket-ball and buck-shot cartridges.... 868, 131 
42-pounder cannon balls ............ . 4, 029 Pistol-ball cartridges..... whem cocsce 19GB, ORG 


rr 


ee CO oii inaweecencdccousses 


151, 473 


Musket blank cartridges.............. 106, 930 


i 
i 
A 
< 
& 
; 
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ei Ee AE 


“aie 
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ee 
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MILITARY AFFAIRS. 





Statement of work done at the national and private armories, &c.—Continued. 


Pistol blank cartridges..............6. 
Carbine blank cartridges...... pkneene 
Musket bullets, pounds....... 
Pemtot Wullote, pomnds, . «oo. 02600060000 
Gene THINOUE, POUNGS, 5 oc. css ceicacsseee 
ee IN ccd nesdwentineccine 


EE er en SA ke eee 
Rocket cases, Congreve......... ines 
eee (ieee kins 
Percussion Caps.........-. Lrernew es 
EP CET ee eT CET eT Te eee 
oo ee eer errr 
Priming tubes, empty..... ree verre 
Peete BOERS .60 0000 ee baawe she 
Fusees, full..... ee Cee eee eo ee 
Quickmatch, pounds...... (epeNeern sacs 
ee ere Tere eee Perr rT : 
Nitre, refined, pounds................ es 


Sulphur, refined, pounds........... 
Charcoal, refined, pounds.............. 
NE ER on 0655 oes cue 
Cannon cartridge paper, pounds........ 
Musket cartridge paper, pounds...... 
Wrapping paper, pounds .............. 


Class 9. 


Ng re 
Wheels, assorted ..........45 
Belt plates, assorted...... 
Bridles...... 
Collars ..... 
Girths .. 
Saddles 
Harness, carts, sets .. 
Harness, wagon, sets ..........0. 
Canisters ‘ 
Canister and shot blocks.. : 
RUNES GK DIGTKS 6. osise cc cesesawcs 
Trace chains....... 


Sei: & 


eee ee ee 


oe08866 06 . eseeee eerreeee 


ee peewee L eo 
Class 10. 

ee te er ee cde 
Eo b6 bccn ss Caeser . 
ee ee iveeekkins 
Ee hat oh ieee chek We 6s Geks 
PM cdwterscs teens ave ces 
Wagons, truck..... errr ee rae pee rer 
Carts, common....... (iteterbecsadxs 

EE ricer kbiwlsss oeece ee re 
(ede Le | ee 
NE SR asta wibacn ea & (a kbea eee RES 
| ee eatanes 
CE PhGE SE CLkkek cave sckos eek e eS Ges 
CE ckgicd. Seeks cave sobad aewe 
eee pein vrere 
0 Sree aera re Pree — 


I er er rere 
Bell, house...... 
Scales and weights, sets..............- 

-atent balances...... 
DPMUER bie sdescence 
Mathematical instruments, sets......... 
Eprouvette beds........... é 
Eprouvette balls............. 
Planing machine...... 
Steam-engine...... 
Boats..... ‘ 
Mortars and pestles...... 
Forcing pumps..... 


oe ee ee eres 
eee een ees 
oe oe eee ee ee oe oe 


Hose screws, pairs.......... 
i eee 
Pams WHS oo 6 00s 
Corn mill........ 
Choking machine......... piciawbedke 


31, 100 
30, 000 
26, 621 
26, 445 
15, 436 
34, 793 
329 
98 
000 
150 
45] 
963 
1, 600 
890 
2, 082 
ot 
124 
110 
994 
889 
309 
93 


949° 
VtV 


137 


~ 


lo) 


h— 
(SN) 


~ 


Co 


~ 


22 
32 
24, 351 
12 

15 

201 

3 

23 

4 

1, 274 
1, 925 
19, 456 
131 

27 
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bo 
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“TOO bo Cot 


COO a me LO 
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Founders’ flasks...... cate 


ge a 


Arm-chests .... 


eoeeeereee ee eseeeseeene 


Te ae re eee 
I a cane aha ee Roa en is 
i er6 ie é4 ceesGoebed ke eas Nesktes 


Part second.—Cloths, &ce. 


PO ME ish tinkes ve eewiesNen 


PE, TH, FONGG ks vin ba cas eo 

DUCK, CNM, FORE. 6c. ccavccssivnees 
pe ae | er Sei xen ere 
COREG HEC, POPES. .o2 iss cdasenesns 
Coarse cotton, yards....... eee eee 


ee ee are 
Oakum, pounds.......... 
Junk, pounds....... 
Rope, white, pounds. 


eeceeteeeee 
erseeceereeeeee 
oes eeeee 


eoceeeees 


Hope, tarred, pounds. «0.006 006s seees 
Rope yarn, puunds........ pesiwewkans : 

OT ee a ee eee 
eth a gig going Se EE EEE sai 
eer 
Twine, pounds........ ieee ear we 


Fringe, sponge, pounds..... 
OR FAIR; DOGNIE nk oid sng scken 


Forage. 


Corn, bushels.... 
Bran, bushels...... 
eer eee eT ee 
Pete, DUSNGIS. . o.s<aaan x 

Fodder, pounds .......... 
eT DORs cn bes csaens 
Straw, POUNCE... 2600 sss 


eoeoeeeereeeee 


eovreeeessen 


Tronmongery. 
Iron, bar, pounds ........ ee ee 
Iron, assorted, pounds .......05.0000045 
Iron castings, pounds........... ies 
fe oe i ee ‘wiehewweas 


Steel, scrap, pounds .......... 
ee eer rer er 
eee ee eT 
Lead, pounds..... Prev rrre rT Ter eT 
Copper, pig, pounds .......... 
Copper, sheet, pounds......... 
Copper, scrap, pounds ....... 
Brass, pounds 
Brass, sheet, pounds........ 
Brass, old, pounds............ ‘wee 
Brass and copper castings, 
Composition castings, pounds......... 
Tin, gutter, feet..... Sige Kis 
mT‘: . 

Lin Water pipes, 106 6. ..ss.weeeees ss 
Lead water pipes, feet .....60.660000 

suckles, number .. 

Penaa apneka * 

srass cocks, number,.......... 
POR WC, UGE issacccadiarsonees 

» | 

RO WING, DOUG 2 o.s sivas ose svide cee 


eeeee eee eereoeeeees ea eeoe 


eee eee ese 


Nails, wrought, pounds ...-. 
Brads, number ....... 
PnnOn, DORNES 0h ewkrd No eens dees Hes 
Nails, copper, number .. 
DNTIGG, 1900, HAMBET s sicicscivcesxeus 
Tacks, iron, number............. ror 
Tacks, brass and copper, number....... 
Screws, gross..... Ks 
Hinges, assorted, pairS.........-e000- 
Knobs and handles......... 
hacen eve Pes de enn ee 
Se ON ¢c50ne seer adew ned + eKe 
eR BNE St0 t-rex chute wera we eee 
Stoves and pipes...... 


oeeeeeeseeseeeee 


pounds ...... 


2, 025 


244 
406 
; 698 
375 
, 500 
422 
, 127 
; 564 
22 
327 


- 


OH ww 


. 609 

592 
‘ 187 
, 26 


. 8,263 
; 260 
‘ 494 
. 4, 388 
. 1,106 
397, 089 
. 48, 395 


. 1,522,909 
. 114, 640 
. 647, 123 
. 110, 274 
. 1907 
. 1, 632 


. 13,032 
. 22, 653 


‘ 265 
262 
810 
487 
868 
84 
3, 937 
406 
651 
, 218 
169 
334 
359 
438 
301 
948 
720 
840 
834 
; 329 
500 
694 
000 
989 
170 
213 
232 
493 
102 
27 
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Statement of work done at the national and private armories, &c.—Continued. 








CEEOL PO TTeTeT eee Tee ere 9 PT eC CCT TE eee eT TTT Te 
DO OR ice seaeekade siden sees 8 TCE eC TET TT ECCT OT OE TTT 
DU Crea bonus th Ride eR ewe Tx e 8 | eee ee 
a re ree ieieeaws 356 Cement, bushels.......... :thehenaeaed 
Mave Votes, WRG... 66.65 sc cess, eae rf) POE, PONE os os nde wiacersccns “awed 
re 42 EEMtE, WHEE sb ec cecess cous eer eS 
SN, MUR Sch ea eek esas see « 4,33 Plaster of Paria, pownds ... . ..cc60ec: 
NN Ok kK ka Sake Wewee saaeves 341 
a CCC Tee Tee Tee ee ee 350 Leather, &c. 
i I, I ag hie ne 5 caw caes 1, 372 
Ox horns, number ........ peuniec es rr 100 Leather, assorted, pounds............6. 
ee I ke CRW Ke SSO ees 66 Leather, assorted, sides ............0.. 
Leather, buff, hides..... icckieasa wes ‘is 
Laboratory stores. Leather, buff, pounds .......... Sere 
dereullicceo. RCT CEE (eens NERS van 
Acid, muriatic, pounds..... nase ie ef ae reer rere sawews 
Acid, nitric, pounds ....... errr eT SED | BOOP ONG. 02.2 csc cc ecseces itnrewees 
Acid, wuiphuric, pounds.............0.. 1,527 Morocco skins ........ (anseteceniaees 
RICONOL, MANORS... 066605005020 cena 168 Goat skins ..... Helios ijeseeeasanees 
Whiskey, gallons ....... pe WN Rae 12 Old leather, bushels........ ‘i iaceawene 
ROU, WOMB i oko d ea eda ce ene es's 9 
BON, WOIEB so occ ev occas scene 63 Paints, oil, glass, é&e. 
Ter ere ere rere 2 
DOCU WER, POIs ccd ose seve cccvcns ‘ 30 Lead, black, pounds ...... Mia eeeS ‘4 
i a 33 Lead, red, pounds.......... (snaevaewns 
CON, IIIs ies oes deve ccedes 1, 151 Lead, white, pounds........... Civakae 
COPPOTOR, POUNGD . ook sckcc ec sveccese 81 CEG, FOG, OWNS oon a sc ssccecessees 
a ee ee ois 465 | Ochre, yellow, pounds .............. ia 
Gum arabic, pounds ............ ewves 9 | Crome, yellow, pounds .....6.6.5c0se00 
Gam camphor, poands ..... 20.66.5065 5 | Crome, green, pounds......... aves 
POE CUIEE, OMIIGR os sae cede ce eees 37 | Dragon’s blood, pounds.............. 
Gum shellac, pounds.............. se 23 | Prussian blue, pounds............ errr 
OWING oink ds eke ne oe ee eens 583 | Spanish brown, pounds.......... rere 
Bal MUMONING, HOUNGE...... 0.2.6... 066 55 | Sugar of lead, pounds..... er er 
a rere eee e 421 Lempblack, pounds... ....scsseesesees 
PEL I cee eieGieussvasssc.ss E45 ee 
Spirits of nitre, pounds ..........06.. T Patty, pounds ........ rere 
TE DON i vitsssiessecsdscsins. ED Terra de Sienna, pounds .............. 
be err 1,717 Umber, pounds ...... errr re. Torre. 
oe 7 Vemetien Fed, MOUS... 5. cc cesses 
WOOHOO £606, HOUSER. ..ccsesccccsss.. 3,30 VORMINVIG TOGNES. oo 6 nc csaesieweces 
ee ee ee ves 8 WHINE, POCNER si... ccc eseweeaves 
PRA, WINE, POUNEEL 6 «550 4.0 ces wees 
Lumber, gun-carriage timber, building materials, &c. Oils, assorted, gallons .........6.0000 
Varnish, gallons, ........... Kee Hanae 
Barbette carriage timber, sets ......... 36 Lacquer, gallons ...........+. sti eaws 
Casemate carriage timber, sets......... 31 | Spirits turpentine, gallons.............- 
Sea-coast mortar bed timber, sets....... 17 IN 6 os 0 ew nue pases ds oeesie% 
Sea-coast carriage timber, feet....... -. 32, 206 Bc Eee ERT Ee er 
Carriage timber, assorted, feet...... + » SBR, Set Pit-coal tar, pownds ......cccsescecees 
Oak timber, square, board measure, feet. 172, 521 Glass, feet..... pebehevceasexess eee 
Oak TOGs, DUMDET «6665s. cc ceceses 6 SE SE ois Fk s awsiswe dae awesccens 
Sod. a as SEE eee 82 
eee eT eee eee 155 | Stationery. 
Locust timber, board measure, feet...... 3, 186 | 
Pine timber, board measure, feet........ 140, 790 CT Ce Ee CCRT TTC TTT 
Pine timber, cabie fect.........000.5.. 4, 181 Biank accounts, quires. .......0s0000s. 
Cypress timber, cubic feet...........6. 501 Paper, CAP, QUITES. ..... 2. ccencssecees 
Piank, assorted, feet........... saseeee PON, One Paper, post and letter, quires........... 
soards, assorted, feet..... tiGee seen Soe Paper, envelope, quires............ ee 
a rr a Paper, drawing, sheets.............00. 
a hg, ee ee errr re 121, 825 eee er ere er 
a wee. 487, T64 i dick kee ached 
PN ici vasrccaccvevecccae EU, OS ee ee eee Pe ee eT 
Mahogany, feet ......... eeeesuis (cas 264 Sand, writing, pounds...........cesee0 
ee SEN NII. ke cds ise ceis 472 | Senling-waex, pounds... ....2060000000. 
Scaffolding poles, number.............. 111 WUE, PONE. 656 oc cce cece penubas 
HOOP POles, BUMPS ....05.c.cccsccess 3,468 Ink, black, gallons..... Terre Tr Te 
FORO PORTS, MUMDET. ... 56sec s ee ccc es ‘ 572 ee ere reeeeer ree Terre 
Peeenet €10Cks, WUMNCT.......566.000.. F3,895 | Braid, pieces. ....... ccc ccccccccsesec 
Rifle and carbine stocks, number....... Ott | Tape, peeeies ns... sss se: asec eanwes 
Naves, number.,..... ay ere ae eee ee 22 
I MIE esas seis ss cde sec eds 1, 247 Tools. 
Hammer handles, number............-. 1, 300 
a .....d, OOl, 375 CO ee eee eee ee eS eee eee 
ee MN hea = 4 RANA OSD SKNS SERA ar 
Stone, building, perches .............. 2,010 pS eee ee cere Te eer Te ere 
Stone, cut and hewn, feect.............. 31,995 | Awls......c ee cee eee eee eee e eee ees 
VOL. VII 93 © 





421 
8, 350 

15, 998 
1, 901 

21, 800 
202 

4, 960 


20 
104 
20, 884 


3, 436 
142 
127 

2 

ll 
196 
45 
471 
210 
70 


64 

23 

117 

4, 468 
14, 179 
5, 540 
100 


260 
248 


310 
17, 175 
4,124 


11] 
86 
737 


512 
266 


9 
29 
300 
553 


‘ 
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Statement of work done at the national and private armories, &e.—Continued. 

Ne eee Deke Deere re et I on 5k ions ee axtnr vanes 32 
ROULOWS, PRINS nce 2s cc ccsnces poh eee 22. | Spokeshaves, umber. i. issevssccesss 3 
ne ee pie asbeas Os? | TOROS, TNO. 5 5 os das vcowveeen soos 73 
Braces, number...... WE ety are ee 3 Pee ee eee eT TT ee Tee 160 
Bench screws, number......... ........ 25 ee a i 209 
suff-wheels, number............ ac ewae 28 { Scythes and sneads, number........... 11 
Te ee ee 8 Tilt-hammers, number..... errr es eee 4 
Brushes, assorted, number.............- res Tongs, pairs...... ts Potton Pete PeNEVE SSO 395 
Camel’s hair pencils, number............ 3 Vices, assorted, NUMBE ... 66.5 ccsevesaes 103 
RE, DRIES. ose essa ce eaweeses 6. Wr bps, FOR, MUMUET 26 66.6 casecewess 242 
Casting ladles, number................. 37 ee a, ee 65 


Clamps, number...... ever Tee Terre 155 


Chisels, assorted, number............-.. 397 Miscellaneous. 
Chisels, cold, number...... Menke seeebo 377 
Chisels, splitting, number............. ; 85 UMM DOBBS . 655s cose cessed sss 290 
Chisels, stockers’, number.............. 12 TE Hg kik 6 oo be Kees 6085 680 
Chisels, turners’, number......... ..... 227 AguiiINMION SACKS 24 ssc de svucnees eee 816 
[HUMIBNCN, PAINE. 25s ke sees ees o4 nid. ig EE Weert re 3 
Countersinks, number........... hecwie ; SS. | ROE SRI 6 ii cakecdésscanennecoe 2, 294 
ee. sake 2 | eee ere ree i Ae par he 641 
Growmars, NUMER... ....6..66666620.6%6 46 Coal, pit, bushels......... -eee‘rsaasen See 
Crucibles, number. .... 5 AR a kde 1,644 | Charcoal, bushels............. byabwes . 159, 867 
; Cutting machines, number.............. 3 Coal, anthracite, pounds .............. 642, 637 
Diamonds, glaziers’, number... .... veer D1) PR WOR kaa cian aces ick eeateens 2, 813 
Dies and stocks, number.............6. 96 | Demijohns.... ....... Si peeececew aes 21 


Dies and taps, number................. ere (aves eetveneee eer 17 





Drawing knives, number............... Oe 4} CRO fice Kk eR ee Keea sees peehwase 22 
Drilling machines, number............. 6 | ae ee ee eee ee’ 4 
DTS oT 6 is See eee ges ee re ae ina Dee. fF CO... ckce es cea RS HERD KEA eS CSREES 10 
een ee ee eT eee ee 73 | Powder barrels ....... ‘Merce eee eae 7, 094 
Drifts: mumber,........... Peottaeiekes 3 |: SE: Ss 6 bene WON RNS RRS 32 
Files, assorted, number...... Se ee ee 52, 459 Clover seed, bushels......... Sec 11 
Formers, number....... [ea ekiws hae 315 | Gravel, bushels...... Mierkensssgunake 1, 209 
Fallers, number... .........05 Riess cohen i ee eee eee eee 17 
Funnels, number...... Teor Ce Teer ee i) 

ee 1 REPAIRED. 

Gauges, number........ eee Tee eT ee 148 

Gimlets, number. ..... eee 301 Cannon, cleaned and lacquered ........ 109 
Gouges, namber. ..... be heme eke we os 237 Mortar beds, iron, cleaned and lacquered 4 , 
Grindstones, number. .......... bata nde 62 ee a eee i ere 2 
Geindstones, pounds... .......<.s<555,. 276, 252 ifanearriave wheels... <2% sss esesans 20 
Hammers, assorted, number............ 330 ee ee eee ee ere hee 4 
ee, ee SD 4: RE as isds 6cek shines tes senha see ; 6 
Hatchets, number...... (Meeaceewsss EO. 4 CEE SG 6 ce oc Few eae dewecns exe 1 
Heading tools, number........ pevecees 235 Pent-houses ...... (iaeensehiwns ielusae 15 
PO EN. ok cae access phekss+ bens 19 Rammers and sponges ........0.0see06 30 
J.aboratory knives, number............. 58 | lLadlesand worms........ Je eee RSIS 31 
I TN ob Zhi ou kb es hy Artillery harnees, 8608.00.60 6 50.0550 9) 
ee rine 56 Cart harness, sets ......... Tre Ter ee 11 
a eee 14 | Artillery saddles, number ............. 4 
Lathes, turning, number......... beaks SO ot RE i ndicsicane Sonesta cewneus 24 
Jack-screws, number........ ptete Seas BE ST a vndu seuss ew Cas DWARRAS RUDE KS 150 
nee ee 42 PRO ORICON nic ces wcKeewesianrss 6 
Mandrills, number............ Peed see 463 | Howitzer ammunition, altered and re- 

Milling machines, number.............. 95 | eee ee eee eee 900 


Mortising machines, number........... 7 | 12-pounder strapped shot, fixed ........ 36 
es eer 11 | 6-pounder strapped shot, fixed.......... 473 
Oil stones, number.............. 3 ]2-pounder canister shot, fixed ........ 101 
i errs eee 40 | 6-pounder canister shot, fixed .......... 216 
Pe eb ia ks Kose ven edes swans i 25 | Mortar beds, repainted. .. 21... .0.0.5.. 2 
Planes, assorted, number .............. 129 | 24-pounder gun-carriages, repainted .... 8 
Plane-irons, assorted, number.......... 107 | 12-pounder gun-carriages, repainted.... 13 
Pliers, pairs ..... ey ere ert Pee eee 25 24-pounder howitzer carriages, repainted 4 
Ploughs, number ......... eee eer npixe 4 COINE; CONNOR 4s S65 640045000004 332 
Polishing wheels, nnmber.............. 4 | Musket cartridges altered and repaired... 6, 410 
een, MEMIUET, 6.cidsccksevacdeases. a ee ee ere eee 


rr ie sie. Oil: Sia. orca Gsawke ewes. bexaeo 736 
Reamers, muamber ..............0..54- 125 | SE acctrkinks cb seas enawnnes 1, 321 
> ‘ » - ° o« 
Rules, number...... ae TT ee eee 60 | Muskets, cleaned and oiled ............ 230 


Saws, assorted, number...... Pith ees 229 | Artillery swords ........ccccescoseses 20 
ONE i dad cs bese becker ceudde We. 7) SE Cis reer ee OLE OREC KS MRE AS 
Screw-drivers, number............... ; 44 | COPEGGO-DOKCE se ccisinscsers 365050 283 
Scissors and shears, pairs........ thee 3 Cartridge-box Gelte.... . 60s ves siseevios ; 
Shot and shell gauges, number....... - 90 Bayonet scabbards ...........seeseess 
ee 20 I cn xerhiuidn neh inaka Ree 100 
te ee Ee a ee 66 eS ee rer 270 
Soldering irons, number......... keen 6 Sword belts ..... ever crey, Clr er c 15 
Shovels, number ...... ee ee Cee fies 330 ee NS 6 khan kein kaw esee ness 720 
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Statement of work done at the national and private armories, &c.—Continued. 





Cannon powder, rolled, aired, &c., pounds ee fe kkk iOS wk Wacccns Kan ees 13 

Musket powder, rolled, aired, &c., pounds 5,000 | Linstocks .... ..............0- re 3¢ 

Ammunition kegs ........ eC eee : I 27 

eer Tee Teer eee es Re | PIN sg chives cen eiakee doen If 

Shot and shells, cleaned, lacquered, &c .. ee | PRU Ce oo kk ces eieieeciceiwes 11 

Sponge buckets.......... i wae rare SO) PP RR acs cise seecceeds Skeakase Se 
D. 


Statement of the arms, accoutrements, &c., procured, and of the expenditures made, under the act for arming 
and equipping the militia, from October 1, 1836, to September 30, 1837. 


ARMS, ETC., PROCURED. 


Six-pounder iron cannon. verre Meee ER eee wakw kere cae hiat OT NT CCT TTT e Tee Cee eT 3 

Twelve-pounder field-carriages, with imple ments, harness, &c. , complete. Si ebkervwees errror 13 
Nine-pounder field-carriages, with implements, har ness, &c¢. complete. ee er eee aa ana anes 15 
Six-pounder field-carriages, with implements, hi wness, &e., c omple ewes ‘ eer Te Tee 12 
Twelve-pounder howitzer ¢: arriages, with implements, harness, COMME ik hd sk eke neuer 8 
Caissons..... we wan x EeeaKes LeeRERA RSET LOS. CSIRO ipeeuen pekavsesen ewes were r ows 22 
Travelling forges..... Pcie kee ei CRRA RAP WERE Cee ee Tee eee Tee Te ee eee eT ee 2 
ree pease sx Pise wsiisenbecetiend iets Aas eT ey Tee cKUegeeas 5, 750 
cena CLE. CUR cKetaeeRtencnnwen Salient aes AE ee ee ee wie eae 400 
Carbines..... ee ee eee eT eee eee Ne CE eT CRT CCL CTE TET TC CET ere 200 
he os aad MOET CEE Ee eee TE hee ee ee eee eee ee (ekinsaneeeee eel ee ane ‘ 3950 
Artillery swords...... PSN IRE Or ae one eee a EES eI RM eee eee Cre ay ic By ita ey Bees selec, a aN Re 1, 000 
Cavalry s CNG eg ree Bee eee Ee ON Ata itt os Rett rate ama ee tnsceoee mite Aah hares a SA a ee ere 2, 670 
Infantry and cavalry c: irtridge-boxes. sechey atone teve en cickowmetee ies ats epreatysalt Sor aaieas SiS tien res ee ea 5, 637 
Bayonct and waist belts...... Lee ee ania Sek ea hes eT ey eee eee Te eee er ere rr rT 2, 420 
Sword and sabre belts...... reer eee ET Oe eee TL eT Cee ee ee Tee eT Pee eee TT CT rT 400 
Holsters, (pairs)...6s..... (Veewe Nan une es esha peaked tab a ieaek Lchiwkssne ne haaeees aa 1, 664 
Sone Une CINIORE, gow 5 a os ss cs ese ecie canta es ee erry Per rere ere 207 


Amount paid for arms, &c........... pices ree pees es eansasayedeas 
Amount paid for inspection, packing-boxes, storage, and distribution to the States and 
ee verry ices ale Ey re ne ee ne me 7, 338 51 





179, 012 38 


GEORGE BOMFORD, Colonel of Ordnance. 








Orpnance Orricr, Washington, November 20, 1837. 





E. 


Apportionment of arms to the militia for the year 1836, under the act of 1808 for arming and equipping the 
whole body of the militia. 


| 
| 
| 

















a. 

Ss 

2 7) 

= eee 

= 2s 

satis = ‘2 | 

States and Territories. S nt By 

> © s" 

Pa be = 

a 2 2 ® 

} aa 2a 

2 § 2.2 

2 5 sf} 

a 4 Zi 

eae ae awk a a's pe euaKicantes iiitinnteuaie, «ees 1836 42, 468 478 
New Hampshire..... ere eee PET re Ce rrr er Peer eee 1836 | 27, TE 310 
messachneectis .... 6.6.4... ee ee Lith eR RHAARE RGR 1836 | 44, 911 505 
ere ae ee whis ues eT ee eee ees ache eny 1824 | 25, 581 287 
Rhode Island ............. eran ae sahichcichuled atta tein eatin Wachee ..| 1832 | 1,377 15 
ce ee rare ie wae ReGen ee ee ere ee | 1836 23, 826 268 
cg an ere ere ee ee ee todas Sule db wed | 1836 184, 728 2,078 
NE hie iS et Kcky ewes ee ee eee eRe en ee ee ; 1829 | 39, 171 442 
POGhAVIVONIG...........5. a i ales ea hg eeukenaarieeaceens | 1834 | 202,281 | 2,275 
I ep i a ee eal eas ae Pere Ce ee Ree ee | 1827 9, 229 | 104 
Sa rs Ei Re aie i e dink wasneien San aka daw Bet thing .| 1836 46, 854 528 
Virginia........-.... 2... na alo OREN AIG IIE 1936 101,838 | 1,146 





ent A ores a es 











+ 
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Apportionment of arms to the militia for the year 1836, d&c.—Continued. 

| : 
| 22 
| é er) 
, a rae 
a se 
as lee a ra A 
States and Territories. 5 eo 
@ “= a 
“4 oA ae 
= | g | # 
= g SES 
oo] = oo 
FR 7, Z, 
Morth Carolina... ..scscccsss een ee emus vie eek CAG eee sseeset TRS 64, 415 724 
ee COR ca chase sewess rer CARESS Rae SHES pkeen 1833 | 51,112 576 
Georgia........0.02.6+ ites sduaeaeee niiciktenceassnces Se 4 48, 461 545 
OTe Tee ieee eeeswe i vneaeweebuned er rere 1829 | 14, 892 167 
Sh iseb hake nad wa eT ee eee ; peas eh euecwaw’s 1830 | 14, 808 166 
oo Serer eT errr rr ee re pee eans cactus eer ee ee 13, 724 154 
ee a uc ARE Shi in vs Sb ete eae eee owe kD 1830 | 60, 982 687 
ae cre ae peek ik ANNE CAA RR GREEN DAe es 1836 | 71, 483 805 
DP cceeeerkecnsan ke 5 pee Ag PY as olin eres gues intinenenst: Qa 4 146, 428 1, 647 
I Sci veoh sede rere rere itstenuaves eee TT Cer eT saeso| 2855 | 53, 913 606 
A ee ee errs Lith ceeen. #4 eae iéde cabnknn soe t<ant Been 4 27, 386 309 
Missouri........ (eivexancseaon VAbbSebeks CAUH Rc USER ORR EERE! 1835 | 6, 170 70 
De i oa6k ae k< ans Se eee eee eee eee eT ee ‘Masenceas| Se 4 2, 028 23 
Michigan...... ee tee Pe ee ey er ee er baal eee | 1831 | 5, 476 62 
’ . a bl . © | Or 
i ge a ee gee (tev ieikon Miaeaewecdoxedsasss! Zeee | 827 9 
i 3 Leeueee pene GMoretcesssases |, eI 
District of Columbia........... itevweees Lite Seed 1, 249 14 
33,091 | 15, 000 


2 
; a 
i] 
! 








GEORGE BOMFORD, Colonel of Ordnance. 


Orpnance Orrice, Washington, November 20, 1837. 





F. 


Statement of the ordnance and ordnance stores distributed to the militia, under the act of April, 1808, from the 


Ist of October, 1836, to the 30th September, 1837. 


20 6-pounder iron cannon. 
6 12-pounder field-carriages, with implements, &c., complete. 
12 9-pounder field-carriages, with implements, &c., complete. 
36 6-pounder ficld-carriages, with implements, &c., complete. 
32 24-pounder howitzer carriages, with implements, &c., complete. 
1 12-pounder howitzer carriage, with implements, &c., complete. 
16 caissons, complete. 
1,345 muskets and appendages. 
3 rifles and appendages. 
1,020 pistols and appendages. 
100 artillery swords. 
722 cavalry sabres. 
1,936 sets infantry accoutrements. 
320 sets rifle accoutrements. 
412 sets cavalry accoutrements. 
612 sabre and sword belts. 
1,378 infantry and cavalry cartridge-boxes. 
565 holsters, (pairs.) 
The whole being equivalent in value to 7,525 muskets. 


GEORGE BOMFORD, Colonel of Ordnance. 


Orpnance Orrice, Washington, November 20, 1837. 
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G. 


Statement of the artillery, small arms, accoutrements, and other ordnance stores issued to the troops 
Engineer department, from the 1st of October, 1836, to the 30th of September, 1837. 


and the 


FIRST CLASS. | SGN GUE BWIVEIS . ocd cc isc cc ccd nes 587 
a eres ae reer 12 
12-pounder iron guns, with carriages a eee rere ee é ena 38 
Se er ee ere ee er - 4 | Screw-drivers ...........- ik walninae ues 136 
6-pounder iron guns, with carriages com- | Ween WENGE TROUIEE So. isc ss cde avicees 21 
PE cues beenanss+s0+ ere A | UE TED a kde sc cess escdineecces 38, 212 
6-pounder brass guns, with carriages | BeMie Sieia. oo ccc sees errr errr Te . 20, 000 
is er Nedinde esos ik tmax - 6 | Pistolflints...... dh eas eda eee nae 19, 500 
12-pounder brass mountain howitzers, oetenn tne 
i Ee eee 10 , 
aieile iba | Cannon powder, pounds ............. ‘ 4, 500 
| Musket powder, pounds........ ieutelaea 2, 500 
12-pounder mountain howitzer carriages. 4 | Rifle powder, pounds ...........0....- 6, 500 
6-pounder truck-wheel carriages....... 8 | 6-pounder cartridge bags.............. 2, 800 
12-pounder caissons........ (euenee ] Musket-ball cartridges..........+.. ee. 95,000 
6-pounder caissons............ ere 4 Musket-bail and buck-shot cartridges.... 81, 560 
i er 5 Musket buck-shot cartridges .......... 40, 320 
ee | Musket blank cartridges..........++-. 45, 000 
p ee ee eee ee ee ree 30, 000 
Gunners’ quadrants ............ raeed 6 | Carbine-ball cartridges................ 214, 030 
Primitig Wes... ....+. aeead es ams 4 Carbine blank cartridges.............- 34, 000 
NC FEW eds 4 eaersay wkend Gwe 22 Pistebbell cartridwes. 2.66.0. .066505-% 105, 000 
gg ee beetieveswees 12 Pistol blank cartridwes. ... 2.6.25 cues . 80, 000 
Co Pup iretonsd/ de Soe a l Rifle bullets, pounds..... joveesecees 500 
Pi Wiha wAneccens lie isk winds 2 Buck shot, pounds........... Sowa et 500 
Portfire clipper ....... er Te rere 1 DG SE io o6 Seeds eeeasas'«s ioc 
Avtiery Wernens, set... ... 6 .oceseesss 1 Poe caw aawwss ete eee ET rer 700 
Tarpaulings ...... AE ee. Cen eke 9 Slowmatch, pounds ...... ttawennde’ 230 
Fusee extractor..... Pe ehheese rece wiy ana ; 1 Cartridge paper, pounds.............. 560 
OI TOONS, PRIS, 5 ccs cance sess 4 WON, GOR. 000 ss Redes viikeweuses 400 
Fusee implements, sects.........00- 002 4 a ciscve DUA 
I a hee tins, el ake Mb 4 hex 9o' 98 6 Refined nitre, pounds........... claw 300 
Budge barrels ......... ee ee eee 4 Pe INS 6 oa esis ae nennceaeens . 1,050 
ee TT eee eee CTO e rT TT 350 
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24-pounder cannon balls.............. 100 
12-pounder cannon balls.............. 100, deli, plates............ sree eee os 33 
6-pounder cannon balls................ S00 | Twine, pounds ..... 2.2.6.0 sse 2000 os 40 
Oe ag | Piemmel, yards .........«. nk 6s 8 300 
Cartridge thread, pounds........ errr 20 
FIFTH CLASS. | Cotton thread, pounds.......... reer 5 
6-pounder strapped shot, fixed.......... 1,012 | Rope, pounds........ uP A: Rani Tinie Aig 100 
6-pounder grape shot, fixed............ 100 Junk, pounds. ... 6... 0000 eee e ees see 1, 000 
6-pounder canister shot, fixed....... ee 1, 247 SN 5 hg eh ss Gy tewdnkGseow es eee 
6-pounder spherical case shot, fixed...... 250 Girfall .. 2.26 4.05. ee eee eee eee eee 
12-pounder shells, fixed ......... re 166 Gin handspikes. ........2.ssesseecees 
24-pounder grape shot, fixed. ........ 100 Beam, scales, and weights............ 
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or 
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1 
1 
2 
1 
0 
? 
Muskets, complete ...... tte wenmices ee Lampblack, pounds ..... Méinis ean 1 
I ok igo sexe cocwwn kanes SOO | White lead, potinds ....6- 6 00-ccescees 48 
COMMON... ccccsescccsccccessse 000 | Tithnnge, pound............ sceneeeees 1 
Carbines...... Ie RENE Ss Ap He: 1, 296 | Spirits turpentine, gallons .......... ere 34 
Rs Sait ela 6 Ss SSER | Ta ES on oo sicks he idscacens 8 
i EE CEE ee Ee WPS deserts 1,645 | Neat’s foot oil, gallons........... Pe 6 
Swords ........ Ren PA edd fobs. 95 | Praeniam DIGG, DOWN, 2c oo6ccccescensss i 
ee, ae ne 400 | Browning, gallons .........0..000.. 2 
pile Po | Musket and rifle charges.............. 2 

SEVENTH CLASS. [eee 
| SPM ONES co eee eswccisaseais errr 1 
Infantry accoutrements, sets.......... 3,901 | Copper driver...............ee00- ~— 1 
tifle accoutrements, sets..... ieee ea | PETE ETE e TT TTS eT OTe 3 
Cavalry accoutrements, sets.......... 946 CN OR k ses ci cede cseuasannacs 6 
Infantry cartridge-boxes........... 6 | I IN oa on 5 Sie ct ences 3 
Cartridge-box belts ........ Maksewews oe Re ee ee 2 
OB ne eee 117 TN ak ert sexaseenaiees ere 1 
AVONEL GCADUAICE .. 55 occ ccicss vee. 410 Laboratory knives.......... everere 24 
OW OIE OEE: 6 oss ccc ccececnness 293 ee ee ee ee 50 
ER Saute Ks Aedes wee owe 90 Ce 30 
Carbine cartridge-boxes ........ tvaun Tere Refined whiskey, gallons ....... ineewe 10 
ce oe, eee eee Te Ter 354 BECEIOO COIE, BOE os oes Sic sccicases 1 
De ei cers aaa eed keeles 916 Armorers’ tools, set...... enemas 1 
Sword belts.......... Rohe eeimeaa nies 25 | Smiths’ tools, set..... ad hh are Si acinas oe 2 
eg eT oe 50 | Laboratory tools, sets.......... ere l 
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GEORGE BOMFORD, Colonel of Ordnance. 
OrpnanceE Orricr, Washington, November 20, 1837. 
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Orpnance Orrice, Washington, October 27, 1837. 

Sir: Agreeably to your orders, I have the honor to present herewith a project of a bill exhibiting the 
views of this department as to the increase of the number of officers in the Ordnance department rendered 
necessary by its present extended operations. 

Before proceeding to examine the features of this project, it is deemed proper to state, for your satis- 
faction, that it is not a proposition of recent origin; but, on the contrary, as a measure of importance in 
the right organization of this department, it has been agitated many years past, having received the 
sanction of the War Department during that time, and that of the late President of the United States in a 
special message to the Senate of the 3d of June, 1836. It is ne ‘arly the same in substance as that of the 
Senate bill No. 5 of the second session of the 24th Congress, which passed the Senate, and, with many 
other bills, failed in the House of Representatives, as was generally understood, for want of time. <A 
project for an increase, in most respects similar in its provisions, was transmitted to the chairman of the 
Military Committee of the Senate in a communication from the De partment of War of the 11th May, 1836, 
with the recommendation of that department; and an increase of this corps was strongly recommended, 
in general terms, in the annual report of the Secretary of War of the 38d December, 1836, such increase 
being also urged in the annua! message of the President of the United States of the 5th December, 1836. 
It is evident, therefore, that the late administration was strongly impressed with the necessity of addi- 
tional officers for the service of this department. 

But in order to show the grounds for the favorable opinion hercin referred to, it may be well to take 
a general view of the changes in its organization since the war of 1812; exhibiting, at the same time, as 
briefly and as little in detail as is consistent with a proper understanding of the subject, its gradual 
enlargement since that period, as shown in the increase of its annual expenditures, its number of posts, 
its number of operatives annually employed, and the whole amount of ordnance and ordnance stores in 
the land service subject to its constant supervision, with a view to preservation and repair, issue and 
reception, and quarter-yearly accountability. 

By the act of the 14th May, 1812, the Ordnance department consisted of fourteen officers at a time 
when there were seven posts. But it was found necessary, in consequence of its insufliciency to meet 
the exigencies of the service, to increase this number to nineteen oflicers, which was effected by the act 
of the 2d August, 1813. This force continued in being until the year 1815, during which interval such 
great inconveniences were experienced from that diminutive organization, (when, too, there were only 
eight posts,) that the department was cnlarged to the number of forty-four officers by the operation of the 
act of 8th February, 1815. 

To show the important view in which it was considered at that day, it is to be remarked that, in the 
general reduction of the army which took place within one month after the passage of this act, all the 
other corps of the army were reduced, save only that of the engineers, which was retained on the war 
establishment. The enlargement, therefore, of the ordnance to more than double its number of officers, 
and the reduction of all other corps excepting the engineers, surely presents strong evidence of its 
importance at that period; yet, at that time, its extent was at least two-thirds less than at present. But 
the attention of the government happened to be drawn to it then from the advantages of its operations 
which had been developed during the struggles of the then recent war. This organization continued 
during an interval of six years, until 1821, when the number of posts had increased from eight to four- 
teen, and the average number of operatives employed in the department had increased from about three 
hundred to five hundred. 

By the fourth section of the act of the 2d March, 1821, to reduce and fix the military peace establish- 
ment of the United States, the ordnance was merged in the artillery, and all its duties were thenceforth 
to be performed by details of officers from that corps. This very defective organization continued until 
1832, a period of eleven years, during which time it exercised a disastrous influence upon the concerns 
of the department. This was more especially felt during that interval, as it was then undergoing a rapid 
enlargement in all its branches, from the gradual extension of the annual expenditures, which had 
increased during that period from $543,883 14 to $869,820 36; from the number of operatives annually 
employed, which had increased from five hundred to nine hundred and forty-nine; from the number of 
posts, which had increased from fourteen to nineteen; and from the great ac cumulation of ordnance and 
ordnance stores at the arsenals and fortifications—the necessary consequence of the expenditure of these 
large sums in the department. 

These inconveniences, which were incessantly complained of during that period, arose principally 
from two causes, operating upon the department, then in a state of expansion by the effects of the policy 
of the government. The first of these was the small number of officers. These being suddenly reduced 
from forty-four to an average number of little more than one-half, during a period when the number of 
operatives annually employed, and the amount of expenditures, had nearly doubled; when the number of 
posts had increased nearly one-half; and when all the other duties were proportion: ully increased. Instead, 
therefore, of an increase of the military organization of this department proportioned to this gradual 
extension, there was a sudden reduction of one-half of its oflicers, accompanied by the still greater 
inconvenience of, 

Secondly, a want of permanency in the details. It is admitted that, in each regular business of life, 
the frequent change of persons to whom its transactions may have been confided, and the substitution 
of new and, of consequence, inexperienced hands, is invariably accompanied with a loss which is greater 
or less, and always proportioned to the complicacy of the business, the capital employed, and the frequency 
of the change. But this inconvenience, so universally admitted in the ordinary transactions of life, is always 
found to be increased when the new persons employed are taken without the advantages of selection for 
some peculiar general fitness. In addition, it is to be considered as an aggravation of the difficulties of 
frequent change, that the persons destined to this brief service find little inducement for exertion beyond 
a degree which is barely necessary to carry them through it with ordinary credit. They do not know at 
what moment the change may arrive; they only know that it will soon happen, and that it will not be 
delayed from any peculiar fitness they may have for the position they occupy, in general ability, knowl- 
edge, industry, and devotion to the employer. They are thus placed in a state of constant suspense ; 
during which, little besides plain indispensable duty is accomplished. The little knowledge they might 
acquire can present no inducement for exertion, from the want of time to bring it to the necessary 
maturity to admit of practical utility hereafter. 

It is hence perceived that the employer, who suffers from this vicious system of change, may contend, 
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not only with the inconveniences of inexperience and a want of selection even among those uninformed 
in his particular business, but with a want of exertion, application, and devotion, during the time 
employed; and thus all the thousand mechanical and other economical arrangements for saving time and 
expenditure, and perfecting and béautifying the various objects to be accomplished, are entirely lost to 
the employer. But he is still more injuriously affected by this system when the change extends to 
superintendents—persons who control large departments of extended business transactions. Such is 
the case in the changing temporary supply for the ordnance, of officers from the line of the army, many 
of whom are at once placed in the control of large and varied departments of public business. 

These are principles of general application, but they point especially to all the departments of 
military affairs, in which it is peculiarly necessary that frequent change should be avoided, as its direct 
tendency is the destruction of system, order, uniformity, discipline, and, of consequence, that decided 
efficiency and energy which are so necessary in the action of all military bodies; for the reason, that 
their failure in military enterprises may often result in signal national disasters. 

It is the singular misfortune of the present system of supplying officers of ordnance from the line of 
the army, as it was of the system of the eleven years referred to, that the above-enumerated evils are 
not only disastrous in their effects upon the ordnance, but they apply with equal disadvantage to the 
line of the army, whence the change is made; the difference being only in this, that it requires a state of 
war to perceive them forcibly in the latter, (and hence they have been so sensibly felt in the iate Indian 
wars;) while in the ordnance, where the operations are nearly the same in peace and in war, they are 
constantly remarked in all their injurious tendency. 

The ordnance officer must be a soldier, an engineer, (civil and military, for his duties refer to both 
departments,) as well as a person capable of superintending extended business affairs. He commands 
troops; attends to their police, clothing, arms, &c.; is frequently their commissary and quartermaster. 

As an engineer, he frequently has the control, preservation, repair, and general improvement of 
property, to the amount of $1,000,000; the superintendency, in the erection of public buildings, of large 
numbers of mechanics and laborers, of machinery and mechanical operations; the devising economical 
ways and means for the execution of those operations, which arise so often in the manufacture of the 
various weapons of war. As a man of business, he superintends and controls, and accounts to the 
treasury for all the expenditures for so large an establishment; and surely, in the transaction of duties 
of such extent and importance, something like stability and permanency ought to be substituted for a 
vacillating system of change, equally injurious to the line of the army and to the service of this 
department. 

Yet the act of the 5th April, 1832, now in foree, only partially relieved the department from this evil 
system, as it fassigned bat fourteen permanent officers; the remainder necessary (when they could be 
obtained at all) being still supplied under the old system of detail. This act, in fact, placed the depart- 
ment on the footing it occupied in 1812 as to officers, at which period there were also fourteen permanent 
officers, who had also assistance from officers of other corps of the army from time to time; yet, how different 
the extent and importance of the department at the two periods at which these organizations were in 
force, viz: 1812 and 1337! At the former, there were but seven posts, 300 or 400 men, and property and 
expenditures in proportion, At the latter, there are twenty-four posts, at which 1,733 men are employed; 
and away from the posts, employed under contracts, subject to the supervision of ordnance officers, at 
least 500 more, making a total of about 2,300 men, with appropriations to be expended to the extent of 
$2,282,115, and an amount of public property in charge, of $19,500,000. Yet, the fourteen officers author- 
ized in 1812 were found inadequate, and were increased in 1813 to nineleen, and in 1815 to forty-four, 
when there were only nine posts. 

Secing, therefore, this large amount of duty to be performed, and the diminutive and disproportinate 
means to effect it; and being aware, also, of the pressure existing at this time in the department for the 
want of officers, it is not probable that you would consider the enclosed project of a bill, affording an 
organization of thirty-six officers in all, as at all exorbitant, but rather the contrary. But if additional 
reasons were necessary, they might be presented in the still further enlargement of the department, which 
may be anticipated from bills which have been matured in the Senate, going to establish a national armory 
in the west, and five or six additional arsenals; with which, however, it would be impracticable to pro- 
ceed without the proposed increase. 

In regard to the proposed organization, I beg leave to state, a little in detail, what appear as advan- 
tageous views on the subject. 

Ist. It is the same as that of the Senate bill alluded to, save only in the rank of the twenty lieuten- 
ants, who, by this project, are all proposed to be first lieutenants: this being obviously preferable to 
having ten first and ten second lieutenants; for the reason, that the vacancies in the ordnance may, in the 
former case, be invariably filled from the young first lieutenants or old second lieutenants in the line of 
the army; and thus the places in the ordnance, which always require experience of men and business, 
will be filled by officers who have served from five to ten yaars in the line of the army, and who have, 
during that period, acquired salutary views of discipline and other military knowledge of wide practical 
utility, when applied to their new positions in the ordnance. This connexion of the line of the army 
with the ordnance, by which a healthful military spirit is continually infused into the ordnance, is, in con- 
sequence, deemed of the first importance. But the advantages of this connexion cannot be acquired, if 
the lower grade of this corps consists of second lieutenants; for then the vacancies in the ordnance will 
be filled from young second lieutenants, or brevet second lieutenants in the line, or from citizens, or from 
cadets, having little or no military experience ; since the senior second lieutenants, or junior first 
lieutenants of the line, will not sacrifice rank to enter the ordnance as the lowest second lieutenant; and 
thus all the advantages of military knowledge and general experience which result from the grade of first 
lieutenants would be lost in a department where it is essentially necessary. 

2d. For your satisfaction, it may be proper to exhibit the positions which these thirty-six officers 
would occupy, or the points in the country where their services would be required; as by this a further 
judgment may be formed of the necessity of that force: 
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Leaving but one officer to a post; from which it is plain that the proposed number should rather be 
increased than diminished. Yet, by a system of instruction for the junior officers of other corps in ord- 
nance affairs; by suitable temporary details, which might be made from time to time from the line of the 
army, this deficiency of officers might be remedied, without a larger organization, at least for the 
present. 

3d. You are aware of the straitened circumstances under which the officers of the ordnance labor, 
along with their brethren in other corps of the army, as to compensation, and will no doubt propose 
suitable measures of relief. By the act of the 14th of May, 1812, the officers of this department were 
allowed the rank and pay of infantry officers, with additional rations; captains being allowed forage. 
The act of the 8th February, 1815, authorized the pay of dragoons, forage being excepted to those below 
the rank of field officers. Experience has shown that ordnance officers are required to be mounted to 
accomplish their duties, whether at various points immediately around their posts, with which they are 
generally in constant communication on matters of public business, or whether they be with an army in 
the field; and it is especially necessary now, as the regulations allow no transportation of officers, even 
though on urgent public business, for distances under twenty miles. 

In completing this very general view of the concerns of the Ordnance department, I would beg leave 
to call your further attention to the situation of the clerks in this office as to salary, and to request that 
they may be put on a footing of equality, in this respect, with those in the offices of the quartermaster 
general, the paymaster general, and subsistence department. This seems but a measure of justice to 
these faithful and efficient peblic agents, not only because they are in the performance of duties equally 
arduons, of equa! complicacy and importance with those of the other subordinate departments, but because 
of their present inadequate compensation. For these reasons, no doubt is entertained but that your kind 
attention will be drawn to this subject, in which, among others, the welfare of the department is also 
concerned, 

I have the honor to be, sir, your obedient servant, 


GEORGE BOMFORD, Colonel of Ordnance. 
Hon, J. R. Porysert, Secretary of War. 


AN ACT providing for the increase of the Ordnance department. 


Section 1. Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States of America 
in Congress assembled, That the President of the United States be, and he is hereby, authorized to add to 
the Ordnance department, whenever he may deem it expedient to increase the same, two majors and 
twenty first lieutenants; that after the said increase shall have been made, all vacancies happening in the 
Ordnance department shall be filled from the line of the army; that the pay and emoluments of the 
officers of the said department shall be the same as those allowed to the officers of the regiments of 
dragoons; and that they shall be appointed by the President, by and with the advice and consent of the 
Senate. 

Section 2. Be it further enacted, That so much of the 4th section of the act passed April 5, 1832, for the 
organization of the Ordnance department as authorizes the officers of ordnance to receive the same pay 
and emoluments now allowed to artillery officers, be construed to include the ten dollars per month 
additional pay to every officer in the actual command of a company, as compensation for the duties and 
responsibilities with respect to clothing, arms, and accoutrements of the company, under the authority of 
the second section of the act passed March 2, 1827, giving further compensation to the captains and 
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subalterns of the army of the United States, in certain cases: Provided, That the officers of the Ordnance 
department claiming the compensation for such duties and responsibilities shall have been actually in 
the command of enlisted men of the ordnance, and shall have incurred the aforesaid responsibilities in 
the same manner as officers commanding companies in the line of the army. 

Section 3. Be wt further enacted, That all officers and enlisted men of the Ordnance department shall 
be subject to the rules and articles of war. 

Section 4. And be it further enacted, That the compensation hereafter to be allowed to such ordnance 
storekeepers as shall be designated as paymasters shall not exceed the pay and allowances of a captain 
of ordnance; and that the chief of the Ordnance department shall have power to frank letters and pack- 
ages having reference to the public service of the Ordnance department. 
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ON CLAIMS OF TENNESSEE VOLUNTEERS CALLED OUT ON REQUISITION OF MAJOR 
GENERAL GAINES TO SUPPRESS INDIAN HOSTILITIES IN FLORIDA, ALABAMA, ETC., 
FOR PAY, 


COMMUNICATED TO THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES DECEMBER 19, 1837. 


DepartMENT oF War, December 18, 1837. 

Sir: I have the honor to transmit a report of the paymaster general, accompanied by the copies of 
documents relating to the claims of certain Tennessee volunteers, required by a resolution of the House 
of Representatives of the 11th instant. 

Very respectfully, your most obedient servant, . 
J. R. POINSETT. 
Hon. James K. Poix, Speaker of the House of Representatives. 





Paymaster Generals Orrice, Washington, December 15, 1837. 
Sir: In compliance with your instructions, I have the honor herewith to lay before you copies of such 
documents as are on file in this office relating to the claims for compensation of certain companies of 
Tennessee volunteers, called for by the resolution of the House of Representatives of the Tth instant. 


Respectfully, your obedient servant, 
N. TOWSON, Paymaster General. 


Hon. J. R. Pornserr, Secretary of War. 





Executive DepartMent, Nashville, July 12, 1837. 


Sir: Major Steuart has commenced the pay of the volunteers at this place, having, I believe, nearly 
completed the payment of three companies, as well as a good many of the absentees that were under 
General Armstrong in Florida, and as yet I have heard of none refusing the notes of our banks. 

Captain Perkins has gone, I learn, to East Tennessee, to pay also in that section. 

I am informed by Major Steuart that the appropriation of three thousand dollars for the payment of 
my staff is not quite enough for that object. 

This may have happened in consequence of the executive staff in Tennessee having higher rank than 
in other States, or than, perhaps, is known in the United States army. 

The enclosed is the account of Colonel Hardeman, who was one of my aids, and acted under all the 
different calls as such, and was a most useful and vigilant officer, who fell a victim to his ambition and 
exertion to make a faithful discharge of every duty I had required of him. He was taken sick on his 
return home from attending the rendezvous of the last volanteers at Jackson, in this State, under the call 
of General Gaines, and died shortly after, much lamented by all who knew him, leaving a widow and 
children. Major Steuart feels at some loss to know how to proceed in paying him, as the certificate is 
not signed, and of course cannot be. 

I know that Colonel Hardeman had the number of servants and horses the whole time, though he may 
not have used them all, the whole time, in the service. He used all that were necessary, at all times, for 
the most vigorous despatch of duty, whether more or less, and may, for aught I know, have used more at 
particular times than the number allowed. His rule was to stop at nothing that seemed necessary for 
despatch of duty, and was often at great expense, as well as myself, while engaged in this business, 
which, it seems to me, ought to be met by the general government. 

Having superintended in person the organization of the volunteers under the different calls, and at 
long distances from the seat of government, at Fayetteville and Athens, as well as their assembling and 
being mustered at various other different points, kept me constantly engaged in service under all the calls 
from the 28th of April until the 25th or last of August. How, then, I would respectfully inquire, am I to 
be remunerated for this service and expense? Since I wrote you last on the subject of the appropriation 
to meet the liabilities I had incurred in the Union Bank for expenditures to subsist the volunteers and 
their horses at different points, some of the officers, whose lands I held for the amounts I had advanced 
them on those occasions, have come forward and refunded to me the amount they had received, so as to 
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reduce the amount of liabilities several thousand dollars; and I have placed in the hands of Major Steuart 
similar vouchers, to be settled as he goes round paying the different companies; which, if done, will reduce 
the amount for which I am liable below the amount appropriated by Congress for that object, instead of 
its falling short, as I had anticipated. 

Should this be the case, as [have no doubt of it, could not the deficiency for the executive staff be 
made up out of that, or some other appropriation for the volunteers? Such have been their expenses 
that I would greatly regret the delay of the payment of a single one on any account, if it could be 
possibly avoided. It will require some time for Major Steuart to finish the payment of all the volunteers 
in our State, as they are scattered over a vast extent of territory, and I have deemed it best, under the 
circumstances, to require him to attend at the town of each county where there is a company to be paid. 
There are several companies who were reported and received by the executive, who have not been mus- 
tured, nor did they attend any place of rendezvous under my orders, before they learned that their 
services were dispensed with, and hence did not march from home, or their respective neighborhoods, 
who, as I understand the act of Congress, are provided for also. When Colonel Croghan passed here on 
his return from Mississippi, he informed me that he expected to return for the purpose of performing 
duties in relation to this class, But as yet he has not returned, though it will likely be a month or more 
before Major Steuart gets round the places he has now advertised to attend, and after which I hope the 
said last class will be also attended to. 

The account of Colonel Hardeman is also enclosed, in order that you may give such special instruc- 
tions to Major Steuart as the case requires. 

I would also like to know the rule in relation to my own case, which, however, I feel some delicacy 
in introducing to your attention. 

Whilst I have the honor to assure you of the high respect and continued esteem of your obedient 


servant, 


N. CANNON. 


Hon, Jorn R. Potnsert, Secretary of War. 





Executive Derartuent, Nashville, August 1, 1837. 

Sir: I have received a note from Colonel Croghan, dated at Washington the 22d of July, requesting 
me to cause him to be informed, at that place, the time when his presence was necessary here to act on 
the rolls of the different companies who have not been mustered under the different calls for volunteers 
made on the executive of Tennessee during the year 1836, and were not mustered; in answer to which I 
have the honor to state that said rolls are nearly all ready now, and will be completed in a few days, 
ready for his action; there being fifteen or sixteen companies in that situation, I believe. You will see 
by the enclosed advertisement of Major Steuart, who is now paying the middle and western part of the 
State, that he finishes the payment of the companies whose rolls were made out at Washington, and 
ordered to be paid on the 16th instant; Captain Porterfield’s being the last of those. 

The rolls of those others that have not been mustered will all be ready before that time, when it 
would be advisable that he might pay them also as soon as possible; and that Colonel Croghan should 
be here to act on them by that time, otherwise authorize Major Steuart or some other person to do so in 
his stead, though it is feared this notice cannot reach you at Washington, and Colonel Croghan, in time 
for him to reach here at that precise time, which, however, may not be very material. But those who are 
expecting pay are waiting, and it is hoped that uo unnecessary delay will take place. 

With much respect, I have the honor to be your obedient servant, 
N. CANNON. 


Hon. J. R. Potnsetr, Secretary of War. 


P. S.—I have not heard yet of a single instance of refusal to take the notes of our banks. 


N. C. 


War Department, August 12, 1837. 


Sir: [have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the Ist instant. Its contents 
have been communicated to the paymaster general and to Colonel Croghan. The colonel will set out 
to-morrow for Tennessee. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 


J. R. POINSETT. 


} 
Executive Department, Nashville, August 30, 1837. 

Sir: I have herewith enclosed to you the rolls of five companies of the volunteers who were received 
during the summer of 1836, but were not mustered or called into actual service. They were received 
under the requisition of the Secretary of War, dated May 25, 1836, which was for twelve months’ service; 
but on a pledge given by me to relieve with a fresh force at the end of six months, should the war 
continue, (and it was required by the general government,) the President agreed reluctantly, on my 
solicitation, to receive them for six months’ service. The President expressed a desire that one half of 
these troops should be raised in East Tennessee, and the other half in West Tennessee. He begged that 
I would be as prompt as possible in the arrangement of the whole matter. In compliance with which I 
issued my proclamation of the 6th of June, calling for said volunteers in the most expeditious manner, 
and appointing the rendezvous for the western part of the State, at Fayetteville, on the Ist of July, 1836; 
and at Athens, for the eastern part, the 7th of the same month, so as to afford time, with the utmost 
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diligence, to attend the organization at both places in person, with a part of my staff, which was done. 
IT had previously despatched the adjutant general of the State to the eastern part of the State to 
encourage our citizens to turn ont under this call. Bat all the information I had received from him 
before, and up to the rendezvous at Fayetteville, induced me to believe that not more than helf the 
number assigned to the eastern part of the State could be raised there. Hence I determined to supply 
the deficiency that might happen there with the surplus companies I had received in the west, over and 
“above what was requisite to make the brigade organized under General Armstrong, at Fayetteville, on 
the Ist of July, and march forthwith for the south, as required. Receiving and holding in readiness the 
supernumerary companies in the western part of the State, for the purpose of supplying, in the first 
instance, the expected deficiency in East Tennessee; and, secondly, to supply, if necessary, the place of 
those in actnal service at the expiration of the term of six months, for which they had been received, 
under such a pledge from me, as will be seen by my letter to the Secretary of War on that subject, and 
his reply thereto. It seemed to me to be the only safe course for the great expedition that had been 
required. Colonel Croghan has declined acting on these rolls, on the ground that the executives of the 
States could not legally receive more than were actually required by the call from the Secretary of War, 
which in this case seemed to me actually necessary, in order to meet promptly the wishes of the Presi- 
dent, and to be in readiness at the same time to redeem the pledge I had given to relieve with an equal 
force, if necessary, at the expiration of the term of six months, which | have been in readiness to perform 
or redeem the pledge, had it been required; which, however, has not been. 

I] hope that, by a liberal construction of the 8d section of the act of Congress of the Ist of March, 
1837, you will believe, as I do, that Congress intended to embrace these cases, which I think must appear 
by a reference to the memorial and documents from this State, on which, I presume, the law was mostly 
predicated, There are three or four other companies of the same class which were not prepared, at this 
time, to be forwarded; also a few, perhaps four or five, under the first requisition of General Gaines, who 
were also received but were not mustered, which Colonel Croghan does not feel authorized to order the 
payment of, because General Gaines’s call was not made in the swmmer, which happens to be the expres- 
sion in the third section, instead of the year. 

Should, however, your department, on a full view of the subject, not feel authorized to embrace these 
cases, | must respectfully request that it be submitted to Congress, in order that justice may be extended 
to those classes of the volunteers of Tennessee, whom I had supposed were provided for by the act 
referred to, and have encountered the same expenses in preparing for the service as those who have 
been paid, and merely because they had been mustered. I must wait the result, with some confidence 
that a second appeal to Congress in their behalf will not be necessary. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 


N. CANNON. 
Hfon. Mr. Pornserr, Secretary of War. 


Executive Department, Nashville, September 18, 1837. 


Sir: Enclosed herewith I send you the balance of the rolls of the volunteer companies who have not 
been mustered, but were received, as certified on each roll, and are submitted for your decision as to their 
payment. 

In the case of Captain Crozier’s company, the facts, I doubt not, were as stated in the captain’s 
certificate. The company was received by the adjutant general of the State, who had authority from me, 
and who afterwards induced them to leave Athens without being mustered. Had they remained they 
would have been mustered and received by General Wool with the other companies. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
N, CANNON. 

Hon. Mr. Porxserr, Secretary of War. 


ExecetivE DepartMent, Nashville, September 12, 188 

Sm: Enclosed are the rolls of three more companies of the volunteers of Tennessee who are unpaid, 
to wit: 

The company of Captain John Hf. Wamilton, of Jackson county; Captain Hugh C. Armstrong’s, of 
Overton county, and Henry S$. Maxwell’s, of Overton county also; who are in the same situation as the 
five companies heretofore forwarded, I presume. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
N. CANNON. 

Hon. Mr. Potnsert, Secretary of War: 





Lovisvitie, September 1, 1837. 

Sir: My stay at Nashville was but short; long enough, however, for me to affix my official signatare 
to the muster-rolls of the only two companies remaining to be paid ef those called into service under the 
requisition of Major General Gaines, of date June 28, 1836. 

Other rolls of companies received under previous requisitions were submitted to me, but I declined 
all action upon them for the reasons stated in my letter to Governor Cannon of the 28th August, 1837, a 
copy of which is hereunto appended. 
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His excellency was greatly disappointed in my refusal to note all his rolls for payment, but his dis- 
appointment was not equal to my surprise at finding that eight out of the ten companies which I had been 
ordered to muster (as I thought) had been already paid, and upon rolls which had been forwarded to 


Washington during the fall of 1836. 
I will remain here for a few days, and then proceed immediately on to Washington city. 


Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
G. CROGHAN, Inspector General. 


Hon. J. R. Porxserr, Secretary of War. 
) yo 





NASHVILLE, August 28, 1837. 


Sm: Let my wishes on the subject of the volunteers who were called into service, and whose services 
were accepted by your excellency during the year 1836, be as they may, I cannot, consistently with my 


understanding of the third section of the act of March 1, 1837, making appropriations for the support of 


the army for the year 1837, authorize the payment of any other companies than the two which remain to 
be mustered under the last call of General Gaines, of date June 28, 1836. 

The first call of General Gaines is not considered in the third section of the act just named, for it 
refers exclusively to requisitions made during the summer of 1836; and it is equally certain that it does 
not warrant any further payments under the requisition of the Secretary of War of May 25, 1836, as 
more than the number of men required by that requisition have been already mustered and paid. 

I would advise that the rolls which I have declined indorsing be sent to Washington to be laid 
before Congress for its action thereon, should the Secretary of War, on their being submitted to him, 
agree with me that they come not within the provisions of the third section of the act of March 1, 
1837. 

I have the honor to be, &c., 
GEO. CROGHAN, Jnspector General. 


His Excellency Newton Cannon, Governor. 


ExecutivE Departvent, Nashville, September 2, 1837. 


Sir: Being very desirous that the acts of the executive of Tennessee should be as fully known as 
possible, under the different calls made on this State for volunteers during the year 1836, I must submit 
to you this brief statement of facts, as being important in deciding finally on the cases which Colonel 
Croghan refused to indorse for payment, as you will see by the enclosed extracts from his letter to me on 
that subject. 

April 8, 1836, is the date of the first requisition of General Gaines. 

April 28, 1836, is the date of the proclamation of the governor of Tennessee. 

June 1, the rendezvous of them at Memphis, by general orders dated May 2, 1836. 

May 13, their further movement suspended by the request of General Gaines. 

May 4, 1836, General Gaines’s call, sanctioned by letter to Governor Cannon from the Secretary of 
War, and the last of May and Ist of June a part of the companies who had been received were mustered 
and discharged at different places by Captain Wickliffe of the United States army, some companies 
failing to attend for that purpose, knowing their services were not required, who are part of those 
excluded now by the decision of Colonel Croghan, on the word summer, &c. 

The next in order is the call of the Secretary of War, dated May 25, 1836, for 2,560, a division of 
volunteers, in which promptitude is urged, and the equal division between the cast and west of the 
State, &c., to which I must request particular attention; also to my letter requesting their reception for 
six instead of twelve months, pledging to relieve, if required, with fresh troops, &c. 

June 6, 1836, proclamation of the governor under the same. 

July 1, rendezvous at Fayetteville, where General Armstrong’s brigade was organized and marched 
forthwith. 

The 7th of the same month, rendezvous at Athens, having despatched the adjutant general to East 
Tennessee with the proclamation immediately. I had received information from him previous to meeting 
the volunteers at Fayetteville, stating that he believed there would be but five companies raised in East 
Tennessee under this call, in consequence of a part being required to be footmen, while all in the west 
were mounted, and up to July 1, at Fayetteville, | had no information which would authorize the belief 
that there would be more than five or six companies, at most, at Athens under this call. 

Here, also, I received an answer from the Secretary of War to my request to the President to receive 
for six instead of twelve months, on the pledge that their places would be supplied, if required, at the 
end of six months by fresh volunteers; hence I determined to receive all the organized companies who had 
tendered their services up to that time in the west, in order to supply promptly, and without any delay, 
any deficiency that might happen in the eastern part of the State; also to be ready promptly to redeem 
the pledge given to the President to supply their places, if desired, at the end of six months, for which 
time they were received on said pledge. It turned out, however, that instead of any deficiency, as had 
been anticipated, in East Tennessee, there was an excess; but were received by General Wool into 
service, and did not require the act of Congress for their payment. 

Then the companies that were not mustered under the call of the Secretary of War and received 
(in the west) by me up to the Ist of July, when General Armstrong’s brigade was organized and marched, 
which have been held in readiness, if called at the end of six months, are also excluded from the benefits 
of the third section of the act of March 1, 1837, (as I think, under all the circumstances, improperly and 
unjustly,) and leaving none in Tennessee who are benefited, except the two companies referred to in the 
letter of Colonel Croghan. 

I trust, when you refer to the requisitions fully, and the dates and circumstances attending the 
executive action of the governor of Tennessee, and steps taken to comply with the calls, not only of the 
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President and Secretary of War, but also the general commanding, you will be satisfied of the strict 
propriety of holding in readiness these companies to redeem the pledge given the President, had it been 
required, and guarding against every contingency calculated to produce a failure to meet the require- 
ments of the general government in the most prompt and efficient manner. 

June 28, 1836, date of the last call of General Gaines. 

July 20, 1836, date of the governor’s proclamation, in pursuance, taking into service ten companies 
of those previously organized and held in readiness, as before stated. No new companies were raised 
under this call. 

In addition to this, a reference to the memorial of the legislature of Tennessee and the accompanying 
documents, on which this act of Congress was predicated, may afford some additional light, going to 
convince that the very companies of the volunteers of Tennessee now unpaid are those that were intended 
to be provided for by said third section. 

In reply to the letter of Colonel Towson on the subject of the rank of the executive staff, I must beg 
leave to call your attention to our militia law, (copies of which I have forwarded to him and yourself, ) 
and the first call of General Gaines, being for a brigade. To show that the whole number of companies 
received by the governor of Tennessee under that requisition does not exceed a brigade under our law, 
(a few of which companies, as before stated, did not attend the places of rendezvous to be mustered by 
Captain Wickliffe,) and are yet unpaid, being excluded by the opinion of Colonel Croghan, it will be 
seen that our brigades are formed by counties, and contain no regular specific number of companies, but, 
in fact, vary from about ji/ty to eighty companies, whereas only about sixteen or eighteen companies have 
been paid under this call, and about half as many more were received by the governor, but were not 
mustered and are not paid, and to whose case your attention is invited respectfully. 

I must remark, while on this subject, that the company of Captain John E. Crouch (called the 
Franklin Blues) were received under this first call of General Gaines, and were actually mustered by 
Captain Wickliffe at this place at the same time he mustered the other companies here under his call, and 
I supposed had been returned accordingly as others, of which roll I can get no account, as | am informed 
by Major Steuart he has not received it. I must request, therefore, that inquiry be made at the proper 
office at Washington for the same—it may have been mislaid. I regret that I feel it my duty to trouble 
you thus, and assure you that I am extremely anxious to arrive at the close of this whole volunteer 
business of the year 1836. 

Very respectfully, 1 have the honor to be your obedient servant, 





N. CANNON. 
HTon. J. R. Pornserr, Secretary of War. 





Extracts from the letter of Colonel Croghan to the governor of Tennessee. 


NAsHVILLE, August 28, 183. 


“T cannot, consistently with my understanding of the third section of the act of March 1, 1837, making 
appropriations for the support of the army for the year 1837, authorize the payment of any other com- 
panies than the two which remain to be mustered under the last call of General Gaines, dated June 28, 
1836.” 

“The first requisition of General Gaines is not considered in the third section of the act just named, 
for it refers exclusively to requisitions made during the swmmer of 1836; and it is equally certain that it 
does not warrant any further payments under the requisition of the Secretary of War of May 25, 1836, 
as more than the number of men required by that requisition have been already mustered and paid.” 

“YT would advise that the rolls which I have declined indorsing be sent to Washington to be laid 
before Congress for its action thereon, should the Secretary of War, on their being submitted to him, 
agree with me that they come not within the provisions of the third section of the act of March 1, 1837.” 


This decision excludes all under the first call of General Gaines from the benefit of the third section, 
and also all the supernumerary companies under the call of the Secretary of War that were received by 
the governor and held in readiness— 

Ist. To supply a deficiency that was expected in East Tennessee at Athens; and, 

2d. To supply the place of the whole number called for at the end of six months, should it be required 
by the President, to whom a pledge had been given for that purpose by Governor Cannon in his letter 
asking him to receive the troops under this call for siz instead of twelve months; which was assented to, 
as is supposed, on that condition. 

No new companies were required to be organized under the last call of General Gaines, as will be 
seen by the proclamation of Governor Cannon of the 20th of July under it. The call for ten of the com- 
panies already organized was under the two previous calls, one from Gaines and the other from the 
Secretary of War, and thus that call was met out of a part of the companies that had been previously 
organized and were waiting in readiness, as before stated. 


Respectfully, N. CANNON. 





Wasuineton, October 13, 1837. 


Sir: Agreeably to your request, I have perused the letter of his excellency Governor Cannon to the 
Secretary of War, of date the 2d ultimo, on the subject of my refusal to admit for payment certain 
muster-rolls during my recent visit to Nashville, but without finding in it any arguments calculated to 
lessen my confidence in the correctness of the position assumed by me in my note to his excellency of 
the 28th of August last. 

The limited construction given by me to the term swmmer, as used in the third section of the act of 
March 1, 1837, making appropriations for the support of the army, &c., for 1837, is particularly objected 
to, as by it many of the volunteer companies under the first call of General Gaines are excluded from the 
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benefits of said act. Now, for argument sake, let us admit that by summer is meant the entire year, how 
are the companies whose claims are held forth to be benefited thereby, seeing that the act In question 
provides for the payment of those companies only who were called into service and their services accepted 
by the governor of the State under a requisition, &c., and the governor, in his message of October 8, 1836, 
states that their services were not accepted by him? 

The services of nineteen companies, and no more, were accepted by the governor (vide message 
October 8) under the first requisition of General Gaines. Of those, sixteen Companies were mustered for 
payment by Captain Wickliffe in September, 1836; one, (Captain Cannon’s,) very shortly after, was 
admitted for payment in this city on the certificate of his excellency himself; and the remaining two 
companies (‘Totten’s and Curry’s) were mustered for payment by myself on the 28th of August last, they 
having been presented to me as the ninth and tenth companies under the second call of General Gaines. 

The claimants under the requisition from the Secretary of War of May 25, 1836, are in no man- 
ner provided for by the act above named ; if ever paid, it must be under some future act of Congress. 
The requisition from the Secretary of War was for 2,500 men, and already have more than 4,000 been 
paid, viz: the 1,550 who were formed into a brigade under General Armstrong, and about 2,500 who 
joined General Wool. 

The second requisition from General Gaines in June, 1836, was for ten companies ; eight only, 
however, were accepted at the time by the governor, (see message October 8,) and they were mustered 
for payment by Captain Wickliffe in September, 1836; and on the 28th of August, 1837, [ admitted for 
payment the two companies of Totten and Curry, as before stated, upon the assurance of the governor 
that, although accepted by him under the first call of General Gaines, they were in like manner accepted 
by him under the second call. ? 

Respectfully, your obedient servant, 
G. CROGHAN, Jnspector General. 
Brigadier General \. Towsoy, Paymaster General, 


a3 Sed 


PayMAsTEx GENERAL'S Orrice, October 14, 1837. 


Sir: [heretofore have been prevented by ill health from reporting on Governor Cannon’s letter to 
you of September 2, which was referred to me for that purpose. 

As the mustering and certifying troops for payment is the appropriate duty of the inspecting oflicers, 
I handed the governor’s letter to Colonel Croghan, with the request that he would make such reply to the 
arguments as he should deem proper, and have just received from him the enclosed. 

The first subject in the governor’s letter is the call of General Gaines for a brigade, to consist of two 
or three battalions, and each battalion from eight to ten companies. Governor Cannon says a part did 
assemble at different places, and were mustered and discharged by Captain Wickliffe ; that some com- 
panies failing to attend for that purpose, knowing their services were not required, have been excluded 
by Colonel Croghan’s decision from the benefit of the third seetion of the act of March 1, 1837. 

It will be seen by the extract of Colonel Croghan’s letter to Governor Cannon,-and the enclosed to 
me, that the inspector general is of opinion the companies that did not attend for the purpose of being 
mustered cannot be lawfully paid under the third section, that being contined to volunteers “ whose 
services were accepted by the executives of the States, respectively, during the summer of the year 1836, 
the transactions having taken place before the summer of 1856 ;” and it also appearing, by the governor's 
communication to the legislature, that nineteen companies only were accepted—ail of which have been 
paid. 
The next claim presented by Governor Cannon is for pay of the supernumerary companies accepted 
by him for the purpose of relieving the volunteers under Generals Wool and Armstrong at the expiration 
of six months, they having refused to volunteer for twelve months, as called for by the Secretary of War 
in his letter of May 25, 1836. 

The governor intimates that there is in the correspondence between the Secretary and himself an 
implied assent to this arrangement. The inspector general thinks that, as the number of volunteers 
called for was but 2,500, (2,560,) no more supernumeraries can be paid under that call than are specially 
provided for in the appropriation of $90,000 in the second section of said act, and that the third section 
is confined to volunteers who were duly called into service “under requisitions from the Secretary of War, 
or from generals commanding the troops of the United States.” 

I have no knowledge that any more troops were called for, or authorized by the President or Secretary 


of War, than the 2,560; on the contrary, I have understood the President complained to the Secretary of 
; y; | 7 


War, in a letter from the Hermitage, that General Wool had accepted more than he was authorized to 
receive. The records of the War Office, I presume, will show the views of the President and Secretary 
relative thereto. 

The next subject referred to is the volunteers accepted under the last call of General Gaines. 1 
presume this reference is only for the purpose of showing that they were not intended to be provided for 
by the third section, and that therefore it must apply to the others. 

The governor refers to the military laws of Tennessee to show the rank of the officers of the executive 
staff, and contends that they should be paid according to that rank. This isin answer to the letter I had 
the honor to address you on the 28th of August last, to which I have nothing more to add. He also refers 


to the law to show that a brigade may consist of more companies than were paid under the first call of 


General Gaines, which is not disputed. The above, I believe, are all the points that require decision, and 
they appear to be legal rather than military questions. 
The muster-roll of Captain Crouch’s company, which the governor thinks was forwarded to Washing- 
ton, has not been received either at the Adjutant General’s or at this office. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
N. TOWSON, Paymaster General. 
Hon. Jorn R. Pornsetr, Secretary of War. 
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War Department, October 20, 1837. 


Sir: T have the honor to transmit you a report of the paymaster general in reference to the claims 


of the volunteers referred to in your letter of the 2d ultimo. 


After a careful examination, I find no authority for the payment of these cases by the department, 


law as would cause it to embrace them. 


and application had therefore better be made to Congress at the next session for such an extension of the 


In reference to the implication alluded to by the paymaster general, I find nothing in the letters from 


Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 


An arrangement as to raising men to supply the place 


J. R. POINSETT. 


His Excellency N. Cannox, Governor of Tennessee, Nashville. 





Ceiina, June 8, 183 


Dear Sm: Your favor of the 22d of May has come safe to hand, and I hasten to comply with your 


Governor Newton Cannon, 


request. The company which was organized by myself, and started for Fayetteville, was as follows, and 
was raised by myself in the forty-ninth regiment, ‘Tennessee militia. 


JOHN H. HAMILTON. 


Muster-roll of Captain John HI, Hamilton’s company of Tennessee mounted volunteer militia. 





No. Names—present and absent. | Rank. 
1 | John H. Hamilton........ | Captain... .... 
2 | Ervine Langferd.......... First licutenant.. 
3. Samuel H. Fitch... ......) Second lieutenant 
FORR GOVERS. ois 2s cece. | SRG oesa asses 
} | etm BOOTMN. 2. 2 cca e cece er er ee 
6 | Nero Kirkpatrick......... Ree sue aak 
7} Jonathan Crawford....... Deca ee toon 
en ph leer ae eo btieckes 
9 | John Richardson......... pees Pe 
HO! | John WW. Walker. s... 0.6 Livros eis Gila cirke stair tor tiialt 
If) a a tld hen de oli nwo me 
I | Robert Poster. .<.<cacs ac Bn aie dein i bab hh sh 
13 | Jeamey Davage........... eer eRe 
14 | Joseph Carter............ ein ccwratamuieeae 
1S: | CANIMeGURISTOM ce ac 55s [Pa siee i ncevGaoetacycenueneersds 
16) William Comes...... Berra Altace aires 
1 EFI] es (Pt ] (CE a 
BO | BORE CORT oo nc cs cceees PEROT eee c TC ree 
A oS ee, rrr ee 
0, DTA (evr LB Uy oa | 
et WT NS 6a 6 KS obi kes 5a 06k SO ESS 
22 | Henry Eakle....... Per rere eee wate 
So | Wan BOR... 6 cee ccncsces ear he a peseen ; 
24 Stewart Henderson....... re eter er 
25 | Thomas J. Wood......... PR rrr re 
96 | Jonathan Eakle........../....- eres re 
27 | William Lay....... eee eee pan un ¥ 
ae eee rere eee nadie es 
SD | dolm EB, Clarke... ..0..... a a Aa ai aN Say = 
ee Fr 
ee rrr err wraKes 


' 
| 








Names—present and absent. Rank. 
[nn 
Benjamin Homes.......... eee natal 
WaAROMGL OLBEKO S08 ses. ccc a cyuilta oatereieta oo eve erorale 
Sanford Walker.......... Serer rc rrr rere 
Holyard Adkins.......... tea ees AAA head ate 
Witte Jobnatoe <4 6.6...) seas seecess 
Andrew Flin........ fe sea (a Na ras oe 
Clarke Gideons....<<<.... te Setar sh g ererecerer Soe . 
James Carman. 2c vs.c5-5 | x ecole aiensrparewee 
ee rs cer sseeveeuaaes 
Thomas Strong a iciararstatntaexe Generale) aie, enatate aalarsis 
John Wilson..........-6- ssi aie abo rinse ; 
Je He -Erendricks:.....6s.3.. Preis Savant trate 
ee NE ii hine inkuaeus baci. ng eabeckae 
Sameel H. Fiteh.......... bina 3p inal enearaed 
PS Satie $09 4 ne keen eee ; 
N. Coons. Toe TEC Ce eT Cerne ere eee e 
Charles Williams......... oo Pee eae 
Green Copeland.......... cnginen nin a? 
i af. See eee eee eererrre ae see 
James M. Strong.......... rrr re , 
POM DETR es 5 5 okies seslawedsicsesoeuin's as 
Joseph Green....... pubeydakaw isan yews re 
William Linsby........... SPerrrrre err ce ; 
Hambleton West......... | Riera ps tiaras pat sieee 
Abner Waddle............ | So kineen eatin 
WW REN ANI ALCTIAINS 2. ous. 6 6 Si oisileace oo SO cnciteemenies 
PR oan eed yg we hae emeees ; 
gS POPC CEE CES, CCRT RECT O TT. 
* ten, Dey gc ETTORE 
Hardin Smith.... ........ Set Seca aarti eee 
Benjamin Eakle....... ee Serer Tr TET 








This day came Colonel John If. Hamilton before John W. Chew, one of the acting justices of the 


peace for said county, and made oath that the annexed roll, as it stands, contains the names of all the 
men which enrolled themselves under the proclamation of the governor of the State of Tennessee for 
volunteers in 1836, and that about fifty started for the place of rendezvous at Fayetteville; and I have 
no doubt but the most of them would have followed on if they had not understood that their services 
would not be accepted of. 


JOHN H. HAMILTON. 


Sworn to and subscribed before me this 9th day of June, 1837. 


JOHN W. CHEW, J. P. 


I hereby certify that I reported to Governor Cannon a full and complete roll of a company of volun- 


Given under my hand, August 19, 1837. 


teers who tendered their services to the United States under Governor N. Cannon’s proclamation of the 
6th of June, 1836, which report I made some time past, and furthermore understood that said company 
This is an additional report to the one referred to. 


JOHN H. HAMILTON, Captain, Commanding the Jackson Blues. 


* 58 omitted in the original. 
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Strate or TENNESSEE, Jackson County: 
This day personally appeared John H. Hamilton before me, M. L. Armstrong, an acting justice of 
the peace for said county, and makes oath that the facts set forth in the foregoing are correct. 


JOHN H. HAMILTON, Captain. 


Sworn to and subscribed before me on the 19th day of August, 1837. 


M. L. ARMSTRONG, J. P. 


Strate oF TENNESSEE, Executive Department : 

I, Newton Cannon, governor of the State of Tennessee, do hereby certify that the company of Captain 
John H. Hamilton was received by me, as stated in his certificate, and held in readiness to supply any 
deficiency that might occur in raising the East Tennessee brigade, or the place of those who might retire 
from the service at the expiration of the six months for which they were reccived. 

In testimony whereof, I have hereunto set my hand, and caused the great seal of the State to be 
[u.s.] affixed, at Nashville, the 12th day of September, 18387. ; 
N. CANNON. 
By the governor: 

Luke Lea, Secretary of Slate. 


Woopsvry, August 4, 1837. 
Dear Sir: I hereby certify that the annexed is a correct roll of the company of volunteers who ten- 
dered their services to the United States under my command, and were received by Governor Cannon 
under his proclamation of June 6, 1836. 
JAMES SOAP, Captain. 
His Excellency N. Cannon. 


I hereby certify that James Soap, whose signature is placed to the above certificate, made cath in 
due form, before me, the day it bears date, that the annexed roll is a correct account of the volunteers 
named who volunteered according to the above proclamation of June 6, 1836. 


ELIJAH STEVENS, J. P. 


Muster-roll of Captain Soap’s company of Tennessee volunteers. 





James Soap, captain. 


Thomas Barton, Ist lieutenant. 
James O. George, 2d lieutenant. 


Wm. M. Knox, ensign. 


Milton Fowler, Ist sergeant. 
Samuel J. Rund, 2d sergeant. 


U. D. Allen, 3d sergeant. 





William Barnett. 
William Nevins. 
Thomas Hodges. 
Samuel Russell. 
John Bowen. 
William Potterfield. 
Robert H. Patton. 
Thomas C. Meloud. 
William Boyd. 
George Walker. 
William Allen. 
Thomas Crary. 

M. A. Morterfiel d. 
William Patton. 


James C. Green. 

G. W. Knox. 

W. Goodwin. 
Thomas E. Woodfin. 
Caleb Martin. 

Mark Adcock. 
Henry Young. 
Ransom Young. 

R. C. Dogier. 
Charles Bowen. 
John Vassor. 
Martin Stroud. 

I). C. Mereight. 
Archibald Edwards. 
Henry Markey. 
William Phillips. 


James H. Alexander. 


Isaac Soap. 
William Reynolds. 
Thomas J. Hicks. 


Roswell Soap. 


State oF TENNESSEE, Hxecutive Department : 
I, Newton Cannon, governor of the State of Tennessee, do hereby certify that the officers, non-com- 
missioned officers, musicians, and privates, whose names are enrolled upon this roll, were duly called into 
service, and their services accepted by me, during the summer of 1836, under my proclamation of June 
6, 1836, to meet the requisition of the Secretary of War, dated May 25, 1836. 
In testimony whereof, I have hereunto set my hand, and caused the great seal of the State to be 
[u. s.] affixed, at Nashville, the 30th day of August, 1837. 


By the governor: 


Luxe Lea, Secretary of State. 


Philip Welber. 
James Higdon. 
Abraham Brandon. 
tobert J. Patton. 
David R. Burton. 
Jacob Falkenbury. 
Greenbury Smith. 
William Stroud. 
Abn. Baty. 
James Baty. 
Jacob More. 
William Spicer. 
James Edwards. 
Edmund Finley. 
ki Bailey. 
Caswell Saron. 
Richard Edwins. 
Levi Pelham. 
Joseph Hollany. 
John R, Cummings. 


N. CANNON. 
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Muster-roll of Mountain District volunteers of Overton county, State of Tennessee, June, 1836. 

















No. | Names—present and absent. | Rank. |, No. | Names—present and absent. | Rank. 
| |_| | 
an ae i | 7 ee A oe i 
i | B.C. Avmetrong ......... | Captam........ 33 | Robert Ketchum ........ eo eer 
22 So eer ' Ist lieutenant...) 34 | Robert Matlock ..... eee eee ee 
3 | W. H. Terwer....... .....| 2d lieutenant.....|/ 35 | Elias S. Anderson ........|....d0......000- 
4 | Joseph Harrison .... ....| Ensign ......... 36 | Perry R. Hicklin......... ee eRe 
1| B.S. Windle...... ieewr | Ist sergeant....| 37 | Henry Dickson........... isi OOteuenaals 
oe A re 2d sergeant ....|| 38 | W. L. Armstrong, jr......|..--dO......ee0e 
Oi BG, FOE vnc cse wees »»| Ga sergeant ....| 39 | Coty ©. Barry... 6. vcceels ses Os sankenee 
4 | George McDonald ........ | 4th sergeant... | 40 | Gabriel Dennis .......... . . ee sd ita 
32.9 6. eee | Ist corporal ...., 41 | Levi H. Dennis..... enon ee errr 
S| &. & Browe ............| Bd corporal..... 43 | Benjamin B. Sevier. ......|-..-dO....«.. ees 
3 | C. G. Nevins ...... +++.) 3d corporal. .... 43 | Sparks Necly.........+-. Lx ten endaoees 
a 2.4. See | 4th corporal .... 44 | William Neely....... ee ee eer 
i | W., Bertin .....5.... | Trumpeter...... 45 | George Boalman ......... ae tae +eous 
1 | Valentine Sevier .... .. | Private ...... .. 46) Edmond P. i eeerreres ee verere rT 
© Sh, We We ee oi xaee einen |....do........../ 47 | Milton Daugherty ........ eee Serer 
8 | A. R. Sevier ..... EC veer Seer ....-|| 48 | Mitchell Boatman ........ ee err ere 
4 | William Ashlock ........|....@0... ....0. 49 | Sells. McDonald.......... ee _ 
& | domes-©. Tarner .... ....|....d0.....5.00.|| 50 | Charles Stanton.......... ee errr 
6 | John Saylors ...... ae ee ee +| Be | deems Clanton 2c c esc s los cE esawenwes 
7 | George Greer.....<ccces o[.02dO....4..005 58 | Thomas McDonald... ....)...-dO...0..00-% 
8 | Joseph F. Daviss.......... ee aera ae lg 6 errr ee eee 
> | Pe BCTOMNG, .. ccc ccees}es ss ag POTEET 54 | Cornelius B. Daugherty....).... eee a 
10 | Jonathan Daviss...........|....d0........ ..|| 55 | James F. Daugherty......].... ETT E ee 
Be | Wee PONG. go hkesies ewes ee ee sees 56 | David Mulling ........ nh eee Cee ere 
12 | Burrell Chouning.......... ee See coon OF | DOOM LAMP... os. cccees i) Oa died 
13 | John P. Gearhart ......... ee eee ee ee 58 | Dempsey Vann..... ECT. Tee, ever er 
14 | James Colaon.......:.... ieee ee val) BO) dole Puiriek, oc esse. ee. eer errs 
15 | Campbell Colson....... Se er rere ere OO | Steather Stieell «....66i5 celica vaawcans 
16 | Wilson Harvey........... Pe errors © es ks eee Gee 
by | Seer. Mavi. iiss. ...<).-+-€0..5.% ooeeeil 62 | Richard Lee ..... rere heer Serene rT 
18 | Elias Johnson..... wees ei Se eee ie oe ES eee eT ee verry ree 
19 | Willie Peterman...........|....do..........|| 64 | Vineyard C. Brock........ Lcneellewnits ere 
20 | William Chouning........!.... ere 65 John L. White..... ee ee kee er 
21 | James B. Lovell........ ee | eee ...| 66 | David J. Bullard........ eee eee eT 
AE Se eee, ere 67 | Robert Hardin. ....... ee eee eee ere 
23 | Joseph Martin............ [.<<-@0....2..000] 68 | Valentine Matlock....... wees «a4axs “s 
24 | Jeremiah Skipworth ......).... comin 69 | William Daniel .......... re | eee a 
ao | Witiem ’. Overstrect.....|....do..........) TO | V. M. Armetrong......... ee reer rr. 
26 | John M. Denniss....... pares ee saeal G20) Wy As OO cc esecas (hits iiensa aeen on 
27 | Robeson Chouning......../.... re: Oe kl rs er ree “ihe 
cd Wich i Bs ions ECT CL. See Oe Sere ere eer | eee ren 
ae. rs eee .../ 74 | Jesse Livingston......... f eee 
30 | G. W. Campbell.......... ee eer ... 73 | Washington Ashburn..... er ere rer 
31 | Nelson Davis...... Vkewes ie Mia Wie Sg sol TO | BL, Bledave .... 6.05.55. js + do. qaaeas 


32 | Mathew Jouett............ ae “eee os 





I hereby certify that I reported to Governor Cannon a full and complete roll of a company of volun- 
teers who tendered their services to the United States under Governor N. Cannon’s proclamation of the 
6th day of June, 1836, which report I made some few days past; and furthermore understood that said 
company was accepted by his excellency, and received a letter from him to hold my company in readiness, 
which was done, This is an additional report to the one made and reported. 

Given under my hand August 19, 1837. 

I]. C. ARMSTRONG, Captain, 
Commanding the Mountain District Volunteers of Overton County, Tennessee. 


Strate or TeNNESSER, Jackson County : 
This day personally appeared H. C. Armstrong before me, U. L. Armstrong, an acting justice of the 
peace for said county, and makes oath that the facts set forth in the foregoing are correct. 


H. C. ARMSTRONG, Captain. 


Sworn and subscribed before me on the 19th day of August, 1837. 
U. L. ARMSTRONG, Justice of the Peace. 


Srare or TennessEe, Lrecutive Department : 

I, Newton Cannon, governor of the State aforesaid, do hereby certify the company of Captain I. C. 
Armstrong were received by me as stated in his certificate, and held in readiness to supply any deficiency 
that might occur in raising the East Tennessee brigade, or the place of those who might retire from the 
service at the expiration of the six months for which they were received. 

In testimony whereof, T have hereunto set my hand, and caused the great seal of the State to be 
[i.s. |] aflixed, at Nashville, the 19th day of September, 1837. 

N. CANNON. 
By the governor: 
Like Lea, Secretary of State 
Ven. Vt- 95 e 





BI ry ey 
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Muster-roll of a company of volunteers that marched to Athens under Captain John B. Crozier. 
ans ne cat ia ane alge ; ieaticebtieted 
Names—present and absent. | tank. | Names—present and absent. | Rank. 

“teppe p M sai gia CEE CCE Captain ........ | Jacob Stewksbury..... ae | 5a aide ereer wks 
John M. Lamar.... ...........{ Ist lieutenant...}/ James Dikes..........ee eee elee eee cece ee eee 
Aloses Overton..... errr eee | 2d lieutenant ...|| John Renolds ......... eerey ee Creer ree 
Samuel C. Young..... eer | Ensign .... ..../] George Sailor....... ixenb wens rererrr rs rrr 
Alexander Galbraith ....... ....| Ist sergeant... | John Reatherford....... pewns Ria heehee oe 
SE NE kb ab ons ss kaned -oos] SG sergeant..... | Willtam Machin. 2.460645 «65. RRA NATED as 
David Vandagraff..... setheecs] SE WORBOREE. cus “doses cdl ll SEE eR NEN 
Ezekiel Sailor............+++.+| Ist corporal aa ieee ee kus a aalie ee uinkw wad ve 
Christian Henderson ...... isecs] BO Corporal. ..... Be a ae “aad see 
Caswell Magberay.............| 3d corporal.....] John Havens........ TAP aweehereeaee tes 
EE. cho kG basKS Ko sess Trumpeter . ....|| Edwin Hart......... eer eT eee eee 
Michael Oaks ..... etn ee | ee eee ee Bike enteaina- sib 
ee gob oabiadek ans Pa 2 ee Re: HIS er 
err eres ; |. bho sewawanbe | Grandison Jarmon............ ae re inwhe 
William M. Levi......... a Serer eee | a ee rer Laeeteeowenre 
Joseph E. Moore. ....... eer Serer ghee econ a NS ni eDRAGASASL OE KERR EOR eS vee 
Clark B. Sartin....... Sera ee were CS ee PCKGSNIEN KOES Aes paeewe 
Pleasant Stover ......... rer fa aurscedat duel 2 ee ee, ee eee 
EE boc kaeiwdnc nd ae ae Jte eee e eee ee a ere OME there ewnen 
SE Pree. nen ree ne Et Seen ere ee eee 
ho ee ee | H. L. Hightower...... pawn Ke letRERRKk ade Kins 
i | 


James Andrews ............2:- : ths tei asia ee 
| | 





I now hereby certify that the above is a correct roll of a company organized on the 28th day of June, 
1836, and tendered for the service of the United States, under my command, to Richard G. Dunlap, acting 
adjutant general of the State of Tennessee, and were marched to Athens, under the proclamation of 
Governor Cannon of the 6th of June, 1836, but left Athens without being mustered into service, in conse- 
quence of being informed that I could not be received in said service unless I could parade sixty-three 
men, rank and file, which I could not do, owing to the circumstance of some of my men having turned 
back, they being informed that there were already more men at Athens at that time than would be 
received by the government; the circumstance of these men turning back, before they reached the 
encampment, reduced my company below the number before stated. I further certify that I tendered 
said company as above stated on the 7th day of July, 1836. 


JOUN B. CROZIER, Captain. 


Srate or TENNESSEE, Anderson County: 

I, William Cross, clerk of the county court of said county, do now hereby certify that to my knowledge 
John B. Crozier raised a company of volunteers in the summer of 1836 in said county, and I saw him take 
up the line of march for Athens, Tennessee, the place of rendezvous, under the proclamation of Governor 
Cannon of the 6th of June, 1836; and I further certify that the above certificate of Captain Crozier is 
correct, from good authority. 


Given under my hand, at Clinton, this 9th of September, 1837. 
WILLIAM CROSS, Clerk of the County Court. 


State oF TENNESSEE, Anderson County: 
I, Hardy F. Marshall, do now certify that I was a first lieutenant in Captain Childs’s company, from 
Anderson county, at Athens, on the Tth day of July, 1836, and that I saw Captain John B. Crozier and 


his company there at the same time. 
HARDY F. MARSHALL. 


I, Andrew Thompson, second lieutenant in said Childs’s company, do now hereby confirm the above 


certificate of Hardy F. Marshall. 
ANDREW THOMPSON. 
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Muster-roll of Captain Willie B. Watkins’s compuny of Tennessee volunteer mounted militia, ordered into the 
service of the United States by Governor Newton Cannon. 


















































| Enrolment 
No. | Names—present and absent. Rank. 
| 
When. Where. | By whom. Period, 
| | 
Z| WilhesB: Watkins=-=<.-..<- Captain=.= so s25% | June 18, 1836.| Shelbyville, Bedford | Capt. Watkins -.| 6 months. 
county. | 
2 | George W. Hudlow -.....--! First lieutenant..|.--..- | ee Pe Rtnalatk tiecundics taceiiiard ee a 
» 3°| JohniGalbreath= = ..c...s.- Second lieutenant |----.- dO aeee4 saases 7 0 Ee ee ee des scese See ee 
4 | Thomas Hollond, jun-...... BD: iniivcnnnnisbanomeddl YE, See Mi icici wieder eclnaiinil i icnssctacde nai cn Msi 
1 | Isaac A. Anderson....-....- Privates oo~s 52 acNese re (aera 7 bso ae en lecierae 7) (page ee <lasQOmecc 
2 | SOUNDS wOUTaeilsasiccsooc esc First sergeant ...|-.-..- °) C0 aes bea deren a cncecess seacee MOM aS aes ac Oa 
3: JoeB -BUrdetl =< ccacceeex< Private ncccnaeclessous Ge aac sae COP ea essa ee lseseers COseeceues Ben () eae 
4 | Dhomas"brown<.2s<cc-005< it O ma os aeie | ewe cae AO cscs slesuses GGeaceusesoss Lstercrereta Qbiscaneaws cata nO Oeraaie 
5>| Wilham Buffaloé:..- «.<<=- RO mee eas eet ee Oa are 7) ee Pere CO eee Jsnved@secs 
G6} Wilths Cochtan:....c<ecu<- OE. SSO aee es Ce, ao nee Ost es pee eee se 1) ee See) ae 
7 | PLORTY CORB scces os cccaoces Be er al ate 5 eee (eee ee a ooo 2 See Se: ee 
8 | Hosea G. Cardwell ......... ERE (Sean er eee! CG aaa a rareete! 1 GN Sep Rae Mle gss| Omen eee 5 Seer cei inada 
9 | William S. Chapman ......- SERCO SE a2 Orca les mane age s62 | cee "3 (3 ae ee EO py kore dduesascec FG Ce 
10 | Jon J. Prigad ............ ee ERIN ees RE Rs, Sore: DA Sutiauies — ee 
Et. | JonnS. Greenhcncse aesens ee (: ae ee eee Gosstclssues Gi Cena tte eae Dos ae (ee cj Oeaac 
12: | ames! Gicenvaeseccccon ccs SN (een einer 11 (0 eS ener ter ri (ee ee eer eee scsi RE ai 
oe ne SR eS See Pe Keir: aia neato b iciiacid pee eee — ae 
d2e | EMH GUCChs ms enc occecetas ih OS eee a ree | ae Coe. eee okees OG wee aues eae |tesone dO-scsiance Sr er 
15 | Michael Green, jun-..-..--- SS EEE OE SE: Ceres een heuseatlh Pees — 
16 | Dawson Goodrick .........- OE: ee Senne G6e ss cccbsewses Cees eg a ah ae Oe soseuss Bees 0) ee 
iv | Maehael W. Greens..<... <5 SE, (| Sa eee Peer GOba seaweed AO meweee ewe |eweene dOtcessesc Pee) Soe 
13)| Hugh ©: Murst<. sc .scens5- Le SO mena Sekiaaleneee dOeaaccaliessec d0iscccasis~ ao>5 la aiecoie deesecaaas REO 0 eee 
19) | Wm... Hartsfield-.<.....-- EES ce er does2s2-|iwcace dosscesscsasc5 le dasies dOzscccssa REREOO cece 
20: 1°G.. G. W. Harmon... .....< ee |) ee See eee Qin sccelsoeces 1 (eee ee a WMicseasae RE) 0) eee 
21 | Lackin Humphreys.....---- Rte Oe Sah ne Sees ose aae dee. s<2-esasied DOveiacosnasos Fraiche ica Ceacadass on Oeaas 
22 | Labourn Hancock.......... Sete: Shee ee ee ") () re (ere ne Adsascacecaces Pate Seale 77 Cea See) See 
23 | Joseph M. Harris .........- a RE OE SS: OT itis becawionza ieee PSO: ciel 
24 | Leander W. Harvey -....---- a “ee Sere SR SEEEe i witdeiaaes Lemeles Dibra — 
25 | William S. Hughes -... .-.- von oasteeehes woe ee eal Miss vannxases Seite a scenlllapac 
26 | AsracleHarnis <<<. oscn sees c ae: (1 een ee eee 3 (7 cee eee Cmte 1 ree 1 cima aerate 
27 | James Higgins. ........---. ee Lee monrvee iiancnabenewi ee heme BOccneccas a 
28 | JohnH; Harmison <.6.....5 Se ee een OOS sa|eweee 2 Pee |-eene- dOzcccccas crates Ora ates 
297) Tow S Harmon: sassaseos =< Pete sO eoisess |e dOmes28-|sesee 10 ee en eee en dGeccacsac swnclOseea 
30° | David W. Head=.-........< Le ENON Cee ecalcsheas 7) Cee el (eRe ee °) pee eee ae eee Oak ead iss a Oasis 
oh | JORIS TRINes cescccec cues SESE: | |) eR eee Ciriie ate eaued 2G Ae ere ee ae 2 eee wancOOesem 
Sel Wi MACOs coe micio wicca alamnic RENE (cee oe dosha eeesee Cdenanenweuwes Teco QOS asaace Se Oe 
33 | Robert Matthews. -......---- Orderly sergeant .|..-..- icntinewues EE Senne re eee ee 
34 | Robert Maddin ............- Piivate 22226 deloeeuce Oe ae Dene see bere 71) ee | eee 7) (0 eae nearer smanOOccas 
35 | William D. Maddin ........ SEE: (eR a ene ee OOxsss closes CRO SS a, COccadaacs nS) nee 
36 | Robert McLoaney .......--- Be UN ree C8 a a etc i ee Chee ee Ose se ss Ree eS 71 ear ee ee 
37 | James C. Martin -.......-..- DeeedGhoccou2sesleeewer Fe ne ee Osi ss sosuucccpewaeed Gas s5 sacs PE) See 
38>|| GOHNOMAXWOllocicceasecccws EA; (5 ee ee domes leossee Ciesscscesesce ao dOnceowsuss amos Omarae 
39 | James McClintock ........- Se: (i eee eer ee | eR pee doe sae laseee Os pair etur ES 7) eee sas asl Oa atta 
40 | Anderson Olive.....-...... SES, || Senne ane aeRO 7) Oe (eS Oe Nees aos acs sass ase 2 Cae ee ee 
Al | John Pauldwin=<.<<s<s.e5. jas a ee ices aerial nao Mone esee scenes Goes 2 ae eee 5 OC ne hc eee 
42 | Samuel McKey Patton -....- Reel le Seen area een tee "1 eee 1 C1 Stee ee 0 BO cee 
ee eS ee een Mere Piknsxadbenenan Des dcaiiccmamnen ewe re oe 
44 | James Patterson -...-.----- A ee eee re [nee ae: "i Ca ene Peete AOeaaeseeeaslaaess dOasccase sine OOmaare 
£5: | Barkin b. Pinson: s-cace...- ROE En 2 See ae 1 (1 ne) Seen 7 cee a ee anee AO sanaaas Bee) See 
46' | Charles'Shanks'...<<.=...=- Second sergeant.-|....-- 7) (eee eee a 2 OS ee eee SS Fee one 
47 | Joshua H. Stewart ......... Private cusses es tesa Meeesie cleeeae. J 50 ae ee an dotisse ce scisaQ@Onesc 
AS) Dames Smitisecwccaccosece Cm: (7 ee a er eee AGecweere es sie dota ss berets Beeere dO== cecess aeendOeese 
49 | Joseph S. Shanks -.....---. eso ances saaleesase 4G eee Serene Mas cesas ase | es oes 00 See <ccOOlenae 
50 | Barnett Stevens............ ECan Nes Seem 7” (eee ACeRanene OOo oe ee EE 0 (0 caeaeperemees eee Owass 
51 | William B. Solomon......-.- Se: neers) eee See 1 end, reeeeene 7, Cen | See ore °C ee ai ar OS 
53 | Jouepls Trivid.ssceccenescee See (| ee es Mee 71 (0 a eee dor hesGwermasfoseses d6ss5555<- Beer Orr e 
63's Phompson'.casicicccces Pre uOO meas sewer ase 77 eee (emer "1 eT rene dO2s seca EEO Oa 
54 | Teac VanewWee:.-<csecsscec SE) (0: peer ee een a ”; () ne SRR ENER AOC s254552 wuwspeoaaas (a eS ccm On sac 
55 | C; D. Westerman) . 52. OE | Te Ree Oe eS ea 7) ee en een) rere "1 (1 a sie Oar 
56 | °C Sh Wade aeeeewsncesncns ee 2 ee cere ee Ge oxen 23 1 re eee 7). Seer aia Oates 
57 -| Walliam Winters=..<...<<< es eee eee dot=cseshossines Cr eee [eee ee 7 BE Ore 
58 | Hampton Winters.......--- RE (0 ee ee | eR 7 ee Pe een Meese Ses eee we 1 Gane Oates 
59 | William H. Wisner.....---. Se: (see eee CC) Sanne | Bane We es 2 Pacts dOkesadoes Se ee 
60 | William D. Warner -.....-.. SF; Se ee Omen me oe nena 1 5 See eee! (eee ee G Cece Bee See 
61 | David M. Williams......... SORES i ee eee ee a ee | eee one dome sence leeseee deeaaceass ----do.... 
62 | Samuel Winter .<-<<......- NE () i eee een ee 0 (0 ee eee On reas Sle lsowoms d0evaccass meee) eee 
C3 | Aes W. Young ............ a “ae See eet See i isicaeacane |------ Dvincnnwe a 
64: |) Be BeiMoore...2eeecs ke cess (5 eae ae ee a G7 Seen eee: (ina is. odes |e deeess ea scasOssse 
65 | William W. Wilson ..-.._-- ee), er eee ee reenere: Py a Senna 5 7 En eee Pere (ee da Ota 
Strate or TENNESSEE, Lxecutive Department : 


I, Newton Cannon, governor of the State aforesaid, do hereby certify that the officers, non-commis- 
sioned officers, musicians, and privates, whose names are enrolled upon this roll, were duly called into 
service, and their services accepted by me during the summer of 1836, under my proclamation of June 6, 
1836, to meet a requisition from the Secretary of War, dated the 25th day of May, 1836. 

In testimony whereof, I have hereunto set my hand, and caused the great seal of the State to be 
[u. s.] affixed, at Nashville, the 30th day of August, 18387. " 

N. CANNON. 


By the governor : 
Luxe Lea, Secretary of State. 
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I certify, on honor, that this muster-roll exhibits the true state of Captain Willie B. Watkins’s com- 
pany of the Tennessce volunteer mounted militia, under the requisition of the Secretary of War of May 
25, 1836, and Governor Cannon’s proclamation of June 6, 1836, which was received by Governor Cannon 
for the period herein mentioned ; that the remarks set opposite the name of each officer and soldier are 
accurate and just. 
W. B. WATKINS, Commanding the Company. 
Sworn to before me, September 9, 1837. 
K. S. HALL, Justice of the Peace. 
Muster-roll of Captain Adrian Northeut’s company.* 
= | -- a ——— Pane 
Enrolment. 
| | Travelling to place 
No. |Names—present and absent. Rank, §————— —i — of rendezvous. 
When. Where. | By whom. Period. | 
| | | 
| | - | 
| 1836, | | | : 
1 | Adrian Northcut -.....-- Captain ..) Juve 23 | Warren county..| A. Northcut.! Six months. Morrison’s -+ Roads. 
2 | Henry Moffat...........- Ist lieut..|.... docs. sssee Ossie, cee (ee * | eee ee Howes [teeeee GOnseewce oss 
34) Walsh pioneer... 2220555.) 2a tient . 2) oecdos..=|seccue | a ee oe ae eee |e MAO EEL eunaleseeee MO esensces S 
4 | Thomas Thompson....... SON ato ee od ce oe Oreo eta BAS eee, ee ND cee ee jseweee MOuses sceses 
1 PANE) KOACAN,. . on oeiccncavc Bereant 2165-5002. 2-leeesce Mines a ics eee (Suen One. yeas [seeeee MO sdeeeseeciss 
2 | Bartlett'S. Wilson........|.... OSs cits sees Saeed “i aeeean ee SS | es dois slbeosee dO wieescecises } 
3 | Bandolph Stone..........|...- dOsccclsese doz lesesss O22. 6) 26e6 BRN ore eet sake aa SerdO isseseetewe 
Ai James MOfler cnnccccucc. cae ROS pe | pee csslbeseee NOM deem men bir Aas [peep esewecicewiess GOscaseietees 
1 | Benjamin Wharton-...... Corporal <)c: 30022. lessccc UO ate eee eee eee ens (Pen CO seetcecess 
2 | William Henshaw........ ..-- ee ee ae en ae Ne, ee SP rsaces |eeeeee do 2... 2000. 
3 | Alfred Stokes............/.... (I aEEORS Peete, ( (cae Piper (eee | nD ected Howes eee [seeeee GO ssnisece % 
| Stephen McCorkle... .... Bugler ...}.... “(Sen (OR OS ae (Eee | c eeeente (eeey Babi ceee. seman MOM ewes 
i |] Owens Baker ..0<<c205<0: PAIVALC  Sclsc 2-0 sec leeeees MOLsee abet [xnea@o EAL d Neal ingens WOweess | socese AD sire saatnie 
2 | Thomas Barnes ..........|-..- icnictenes ee ene ae RO | en Oneor OO icceuc |sseeee dO 2... 000 ° 
3 | Stephen Cope............ |<... Wipe. Loe G0.22-lcescee ee Pre ee eee leatines NOmcteeeseus , 
4 | John England ........--.|---- Sei Re pny Mame “DORR ARE: lane” “nations tobe De scesis Lees Db poncaunaies 
5 | Daniel England........../...- “7h eeeere ae | eee eee ea Niagckk. aoe foe OU ict HI do ......|+----- GO xeccceones 
6 | Archibald Eddy.....-....|.... ‘(came ee ey ‘ee sinc seemes asus AoOmeewee |eoeese VO Seeessees 
7 | Wallinm Hady .....-<.2.|-5-- GOsc-cléceenbs=} coe ‘Ch eee ee ne seek cae NO Mel es |eeeeee 0 -Ssentesees 
Bo eRMeS MINS ons Soe es cece nce MAOsweclsccedOseuslicewes ‘OR rae ee eee Peer Aba anc sewses QOssieucecans 
9 | Thomas Gibbs ......-cces|o< “ CReraes Dae. (cane pone a ee ee 0 wens. eee Osoesccees 
10 | Hiram Heneger.........-|.--- ae ee eke eS ee SE “RRS SOE: doles ee eeeees eS ae eee - 
12. {ORNS nce eecoes cans cc ce Se, Pe” ay ee | ae Seer ee: Mate RR ren: DOwssescstesk 
12 | Christopher Hobs .... 2... /.--- NOs 24 ec ios. clos Ses ees ae ee eee ee Rese OO See cecese 
23:| Abraham Hobs .......<..j-..- do....|.0..d0 pa a eon (LER eg Raye Ghee "ns ere ae AO ceeseeoee ‘ 
24 | Adtian Hobs......<..cce. |e... do....|....do Tee ee hee (so eee, DE Ab eee ieee Gomectes.|sscees MOxsseheccss 5 
2S | Bicharnd Hobs.....<<.<...-|ecc icnnclenscOnasclewends ‘ln Cae eee peer RO weswe- eecese TO stesesckess 
RG } Oames obs .225..ecccess lacuc ‘POSS FRE. ( | Reng aR LO ae ees eee (eee foe G0 eece.clsasses UOiceenceesce 
17 | Benton Johnson....-....) 2... G0scsclsced NOS Ko Aceseee LSS ee eee "en eee ae leeeaoe JO sscucescus 
18 | William Jones ..........|.... [eee eee to. hee Se eee | Oe et cee GO ihe etewes Covctesticees 
Le cc |) as (rer Ee ee ees eee Oy eee ee (ieee —_——— ie pa eee | Peoeee CO wetsewsess 
20 | Jefferson Myers.........-|.... MOLcoy o eed@esuclsceces a BEE | ee eS Q0 6 2ce2. ieemoe GOrtees vesssG 
21 | Robert McCorkle ........!|.... Dnt cxlsani tO csvalinnnes exis aiee ee “epeane Nw DP skkexs oo DD seve cvewes 
22 | Hammond Morton.....-.'.__- ‘| Re BYERS Teen EE '( | ee eee: era “1 pee neers: Pema NO weeees | saeee GO vececewede 
zo | Stewart Myers ......<..-|.<.2 BO cee 2iecee MOLG- - seeeue (tC Snes poe Oe ee (ee sede le penere sy tere os 
24 | Thomas Mackay...... ..../---- RpEeoe soso sec execs Noses. tsar aR eres Re owe lowes 1 
25 | John Myers............-- fore ees [eee | (eee Pee OPE. cre  SceO queues tema DP spies jeereee do -......-.. 
26 | John Northcut ..........|-... “(FRR Rene” [cae ee igi se ea ee | eee ce ee NO ase. laaeeee UO cesesesiees 
27 Jonn Newton... ..<2 ccccc-| cose (ee [cee Pee eee (| Es 1 eo Beep es * aes ee G0 tieusses " 
28 | Richard Owens ..........|-... (Chee [ei ¢ Fr) Semana PR Opes eke eee fp eee Se RO rears | aasewe UO resce cess A 
OP FO QE nce scceneslaces CEE RS eee eee TEED ea eee 2 ee ee ee oe RO wees kes: 
BO | Samos Packet... .<.c..|<.<n O26 ane en A ees | eee eas PE “(Ce Nee es | G0 kcc.=./|\skecet CO seEsissces ‘ 
$i | John Patunk ............ Sa” Ge I aeeees ERe er eee ane CESS TOES Oe AD wx | eeinwes GO eeeseecas 
32 | Newman N. Robinson....|...- Og. coe ib. oo dena ee AG eG tN ten NOxccc leas ee |eweeee NOt eo tecemt 
33 | Thomas Ross ............ endbceslikePacanlenuaae (eer eee tip eae een paces |eeeeee 1 WScscieses 
34 | James Stoner .......c0cce|---- CC OR (CRM ep ene a ee EE cee peeere 10 seeced |ewenee (Osseo eeeess 
35 | Richard Step.........<..- a a ee ee GOrec. wee lew as NO es Air ees Bese. G0 Psst eeeee. 
uo | Andly Soott:..........cce<- SeeeHOee Sel cuMOses lesecee (feet ee Peck c ats aces Nowe ee ssa5- GO wswerseees 
37 | Reuben Smart ...... 2... beatin knleceaOnasolvnwwen | heen (RRR pee eee Oe 7h ees |sewees WO Sos c skews S 
38 | Jonathan Scott ...... 2... fee | Seen eee "eee eee | eee eae "eee ee do =scsc. sesece MO aesecsees 
oo i J. ©, tockler . cccs accuse ese OR eee ee eee | lepeeGO eeceee ass Go. scene. |saeee- OD sasvamenne 
0) DORN TMAN coos cececcl occu ‘| [Poe poet Nps 2s essewes a ced deme aces QO assess seeeee aie 
41 | Edward Smith......-..2./.... MO2- 2A eeemOsseclsasece Osc. cee eeelO Gene loeee GO <xiseee |eneees dO -2- eo eee 
42 | Aaron Hanley ......-..../..-. RE ES “eS Ae BASE “NG al? Eas =a iceman L 
43 John §S. Stanly -ateews sane pee etOx cco. do beboleketes AO er ees |....do eT s (ee ae sip wes 1G eceasewews 
44 | Alexander Smith.... 22... [eae | en (memes ee pene | Severe Re oe eee Noeese.. ueeees PG eed hee e 
45 | Samuel Savage..... Ss eer ee Osseo ales alee se NDE 222 ese locke AUN Big 2 ae BOteees heacbonia (Co es 
OD lO AWARE 2s occ Sesccs wn ate OS I Py see ikea Lace? seonte loons WO ness. |\Seeeee CO esce SSsus 
47 | William Stoner ..........|---- NOnsos4 co AO ee Ae ipsa set REE een ae Neweenu: ee UO sesteeese _ 
48 | William Stokes........../.__- ee ee (eee (nen eee Teens ieee, eee ([seeeee U0 Sxenescce . 
49 | Robert H. Tate ...2cc cocclonce pssestawss ‘ [ Seaen Deeneetes. (hae (Bee eens meee on seme <i apenas * 
BU 1 PMCS MRO c cs ccveccxacs loco COs eos scene kee (ee eee (Ret eee NOice. 4s |seesee BO avescutiegs 
51 | Madison Turner........../.... eae nate “aN Pe ee ee ee do ...22.|---0- GO see cessive 
52 | William Warren ........./-... Ne Re ee DEE) dit tae ee “eee Neeson oo DP kits anmen ‘ 
| 
* This company rendezvoused at Morrison's + Roads, Warren county, elected officers on the 23d of June, 1836. Captain 
Northcut reported his company to his excellency Governor Cannon on same day, said company holding itself ready to march 
to the general rendezvous, Fayetteville, until Tuesday, the 28th of same month ; at which time Captain Northcut received 
Governor Cannon’s answer that his company could not be continued in the brigade at Fayetteville. Captain Northcut then 
dismissed his company to their homes, to wait further orders. 
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Srate or TENNESSER, Lvecutive Department : 

I, Newton Cannon, governor of the State aforesaid, do hereby certify that the officers, non-commis- 
sioned officers, musicians, and privates, whose names are enrolled upon this roll, were duly called into 
service, and their services accepted by me, during the summer of 1836, under my proclamation of June 6, 
1836, to mect the requisition of the Secretary of War, dated the 25th of May, 1836. 

In testimony whereof, I have hereunto set my hand, and caused the great seal of the State to be 
{u.s.] affixed, at Nashville, the 80th day of August, 1837. 

N. CANNON. 
3y the governor : 

Lvxe Lea, Secretary of Siate. 


Srate oF TENNESSEE, Warren County: 

I, Adrian Northeut, do hereby certify that the annexed is a correct roll of the volunteer company 
who tendered their services to the United States, under my command, and were received by Governor 
Cannon, under the proclamation of the 6th of June, 1836. 

Given under my hand this 7th day of August, 1837. 

ADRIAN NORTUHCUT, Captain, Commanding the Company. 


State oF TENNESSEE, Warren County: 

This day personally appeared the above-named Adrian Northcut before me, William McGregor, an 
acting justice of the peace in and for said county of Warren, and made oath that the facts stated in the 
last and foregoing certificate are true, to the best of his knowledge and belief. 


ADRIAN NORTHCUT. 


Sworn and subscribed before me this Tth day of August, 1837. 
W. McGREGOR, Justice of the Peace for said County. 





Muster-roll of Captain Benet G. White’s company of the brigade of Tennessee volunteer mounted militia, ordered 
into the service of the United States by his excellency Governor Cannon, from the 27th day of June, 1836, 
to the 26th day of June, 1837. 












































Enrolment. 
No. | Names—present and absent. Rank. . 
| When. Where. By whom. Period. 
“4 Pesaeianiaty eae oe) 
D. | BGs Whites ccccescccdncss Captain’ .<<-2-<- June 21,1836.} Millersburg, Ruther- | B. G. White....- 12 months. 
| ford county. 
2 | William W. Miller........-. Ist lieutenant...]...... dozZssc2 Reeccee dOpscacssocsas anc OP anna semen neal OMaaaa 
ee eS eee 2d lieutenant ...|...... AO.s2ca tanner edOtsaseersvceue eviews) OOceosen coa- wince AOeea 
© | We BON vac sce cece. 6 eee: Serer desea ae | teases Otacesceccoss see QOSi a eacas Sonn GOneee 
1 | Stokely,C. White:....-.2..< | lstisergeant......| occu dosecene SeLaacmOOnaaseccaees gucial OOvnwmastases easel UOecas 
2 | ID ENG WinaNecsecressoch ae 1-20. ROIBCANG=-o2c|o.55e4 dOpesceslessss SAO ccncwacces Sekar AOeswaccuaed ceo COmaa 
S| | William’ Hartless: ~..<..s.<- | 3d sergeant.....|.....- COvessae| seen as COswasss scans am chGinaacersnas unin Cee 
1 | William R. Bleekly.....---. | Ist corporal. ....|....-. igh OE Ciidinneen sane pert Wiemann inn thine: Since 
Di JORSONSCOUUS eas accesaceen | 2drteorporalt..22 -closece dom ec24|/ cases DG siesta atcntonee cate) Aesemcaraoaa Se ee 
Si | Cbdwardi@umny: <jcecancisciccs 26 COQ .n6cn| sanacc OOsceces|cannse DO citi nanwwnas hans Acacia ahs seem OO vean 
1 | Edward Adcock............ Privates cosasccul nas COs ae Reape 1G eee pane OOneneaa shes saan) CO te 
2 | Josiah Allexana\=-s..c<<.--. STE) (6) nee eee i cena er dOsata cesesass eet Oto soci sees ORS 
D ) PR Bako ccsecscccnne Se nee BOs vccctievanes DB iicsiew savnae eee soni aa 
4.) Richard: Brown:.<...<0<<..- pee eOOnwscweccec|sacess ddceccselssessse Cdtacs voweokelbese MO secawose ari Orie 
5 | Hamon Bullock............ ee Prem Rivsinsakondenns Dvcmenecaanas Bn: When sean scapes aie 
6 | Moses C. Bughan........-..- ee tre” Diinacwedcnnanas PE icticne anes ne iit ints 
7 | Champion Bailey...-.....-- ee eee Senne: BOiinccwnlaamsee s Dircones sacsce ee ees set Mai 
8 | James BUPkess occ ccsciecnece ees Onceceewecelsasn Se dOseeaas | sssaaes 7 0. ee a ae icdey CONeea 
9: | Walliam Burkes: .<..<.<<.s<< SosedOseene noses see ee= dOsccceslcascass dOgesasecusses \ Janey COuscayaccae abil OD Natas 
10) | George Barkesss-.s<<s.505 Se! (ee eee eae MOreeaaalscsee: CGreseics secces aaae Cease scones Seaia OOseee 
11 | William A. Blackborn .....- eSedOeeessete esl. sewss d0scwscclbsscesc DOs cescaccsses Rawien COR me tereieiaeis weesidOnses 
12); Dazareth Belt. ..ccccec.cec EseeQOssoeeeceealeoeees dOxcecns ee cnesOOecce ceentcee dawn Ovaemeacecr smaic OOberes 
13: | Walliam Carter 2. <ss.ceccc Baer OlOucGuecnecs|aoeeae AGeeswsclececess Ces eescccsses soos Ons sacescss wican COzeen 
14 | R.E. Cluckerbud........... percOOuwesSevoeloeseee d6taco2s|ecscee dGseaccssueees wos O0ceaycsseas can Geren 
1S. Reuben Curry, .<sessccacuce ea acOrnLic. aobelasee ee dOsecccs| secon Gsscacaccoss passiUOcsecncteced ecte AOtaae 
16: | Walltam Ro Clark ...:<...<< Bees OOesccckeeacteooaee d6scaseclocccses DOPE Ssh aectewss Bee) on eee | sna OOueaa 
17 | Newton A. Clark -......... ee Seen eee a tl ik nA cee oe eee t acccioin AO dati 
ee eee a Se eee icixnatbinabiie’ a On within AM int tania = 
19 | George W. Dalton......--.. eeeeONsaae soe Ueleaoue EC; (; eee eee ee dOicccsocccces grins COscSacc/cees Lsaioc OOsoaa 
20 | Lyman P. Elliot ........... ee Se oe ic imuinisneia’s MD ite nein tints snes CBiccnicnees a 
Zi | JORRUMBGUEE we ccc esc cmacec Mae UOw ees Jas eaeeee dotea=xdlyesses | wes Oc esaeci coos sain Oe enara 
i er Siete asl a cla Te CO asics ctananas inven AO sain saints ee 
23 | Abraham Gregory......-..- SESE MOS ack Seue tosses AGrecickl ssceeet Ue ceaccasen b eig libamacleds waar Osean 
24 | Allen Gowen....<..<..<.e pe SdORuSwes awostenses r) Lota Sener | (eee dOvscsccckiccos ont es esata COS 
25 | Reuben Gordon............ HatedOee sas se see sees COpacss=|tecece,c Pe ceded aclcciee Denier AOiawoneriaee seeus Osc 
26 | William Gowen.........-.- Beaders nen wss pales "10S eae ee (epee age 10 pee mate USccedscaceelsecar @0uuee 
Zi | George B. Bill. 3.222. scene BAO sae e sara eee Azan seelosenws 3 1 oe Ee ase eacewewes a cinieh AOrawais 
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Muster-roll of Captain Benet G. White’s company—Continued. 
































| Enrolment. 
No. | Names—present and absent. Rank. | — oo 
When. Where. By whom. Period. 
28 | Lewis Howland..-._------- | Private......--- | June 21, 1836.) Millersburg, Ruther- | B. G. White ~---.] 12 months. 
ford county. 

BO spenray mente ooo 223s nce cee Se A Osems céeews | she MOveses a teaseee Boseseueseekes Bag Onsager eee MAOkewe 
30 | John F: Howland..........|.... [CS Sere. beeen "| Fae: (ecrenee sare dos cchcsexeees Se ee MOsesowescss Sse MlOsees 
31 | Stephen U. Jamison..-..... Ret “AREePerT sre rece "Ce eeerees [Sai MOxeicecessee- pees MOnecees cera eee Ores. 
32 | William Johnson....-.-.--./..-. Dntnikewess Fe ace Wicvcantcnwees Cee ee ee ee een Renae 
33 | Columbus M. Johnson --..--).... HOPS eee eee eee NOs eos cese MOssepoeeeere teste esenetee peesOees 
ee er ee isickcanbas awed WO ckgciciivin MO ies iinnn eae cows Wsces cocces en 
35 1 William Tiyach ...........- es. ee eee (peeee “(CES ND acete ceases peenOseaaesease cape Ovece 
36 | Andrew I. Lynch .........-| penne 2 <2 oe ee On oreo Messe Gissskeeseeez pees U0reseaecoss poets = 
SP 7 SSRRE OF RUM. cha ccewee ani. o NOt eee |------ Rose ee ROriecasakexks wed Obese as tees esc reus 
38 | Joseph T. Miller. ..........|.... iia canien ery DRicmscckcaseuns ner sess Wanscsncnes ones ence 
39 | Robert J. Mayfield -........ SO eae as ee. NORE Ae nee Sees HOseeaseceecs Sys WDseessstccs SesssdOsecs 
iD 9 Robert McGul...-..--.....-. eeeemOeeseeeeces eer GG==feeclerecss= MOGzewacek cers sees UO ssseeseree peeerlOsess 
a3 9 John: Miller ......-....<.<. | ee eS ore =e ‘(eee Pema eds cbewseeuees Hove UOseten cases wees AOs2ue 
a2 1 Gamuel Mair .....-<---..-- a aN Si ere ano “ree, (oe ener MOsccetccrecss eens IOLS2e Seca saee MOces. 
43 | Henry McCullen -.........- eS ee Serer Dicicgcidevasues BD cctmiveninive Kote GOvesees oves shes Bans 
OS FT Ale Blatt: ccc nancoccness|..02 SPEER pee ibaa see MOwiescececec sees (GOscesescees Kee Oeacis 
BS a PORE MNODY cnn ow ncekcees op atUOccccesceesloccosd Get ces eece. MGcccorsecuscs oe OO ceeecsee sees UOeecs 
46 | Milton McMellon ..........}... [ces (ae Abies eee MIO sceveecekies nse sececneees Pepe Osese 
27 |} Mathew Miller............- DD ere sai ed “Ue RE eee GOrceeercesess eee eaOsceeeeeics Fee. | (Olena 
48 | Milton McClew .-_........-.. Eee (a ener. ‘Ue (eee Mec ivete rics ee MOsccacoeees sees Onses 
49 | William Mallory-.......... at iN Ses ok ok s ee Gosasas testes? WO. ssccs deeses SeesedOsccessccex Seen Obes: 
50 | John Newman...........-.- i. (Cee eer  teeeeeeet | Pe Gbseseeseneeee pel emOvesectesse pdel "AO ses 
51 | William Norman.....-...--|...- (oe fs A a pee eet ses HO: cseceaes eee woos UOlecccecess Secs GOcKc6 
52 | Jesse F'. Nichol ............ eee | ees awe BB ence keene bs vcwueseues sees tdOSewssceces OW sac 

3 | Francis E. J. Naire......--- eoeSabewss ep csc2 eae (ee: EE: AO eee Sees seOuedecsesce soos UOkzES 
G4 | Monry Norman ......0.000+|..0. | EE eee: “ESSERE, CREE iciecnaen eae a en 
OD OCS 2 es | arene GOsoesn- seees (Aereeee: (een (ener WD oedeni goccee Smee O0seeSssienes woee UOccee 
56 | William Preuit ...........-|.... peice ees (eens (OER Died dniute sae Bs (Cee — 
NO oe seat TE eee ls ndacnaal ee ee Mi cnsacivvses pike MO cebiteans puoa WO nase 
58 | Mathew H. Prewit.......... Seewibece wee ose = "| | [ene MO a2 5 cuuswes a neey AOtecwekeoss Lose MOsass. 
59 | John Rawlins..........--.- ee ee ee er (ee: ee pene nd chcewianes Ba (eee 
SO 1 Mdwand Rouse .......<cceseclenc. ‘(Chae ey ae Bee i aac ee NOvsc wee eau nie MUD EESS GEES es wee Osucs 
Gl | demon Ronke....-...-..--.].... NOR aseweelse eo Ae scoeescss2e NOiecececeees SeceiOsceetecous saeenlOsces 
62 1 donian Soott......-s.ssscen|2o cc (Ar! =e Noxec.el iste A Gc oseacse sees acee UOsscakeeees pees Osecs 
63 1 John Smothers: ....<--.-...).2.3 ‘eee = doa cml ted ol AO xcesecdceses Sees WO -uesceesee ee i 
BEd er ee RSD cceme ccacurndenlcccd (| OMe epee aa. dotc. esiosacess Giicesmcse eee wees MOsGcoeesacs Ses MEOcees 
BOE BONN ENN bio ches) a neceeiess ices Uae ee ere sas ae (| easy: Serres MOvcceecnctecs cape 0 cebcec Sees Jens UOsses 
66 1 John A. Stafford........<-.|.... SRO eee Ree: bee eee AG cecuecsetes aes AO rcs ae ees OSS s 
67 | Stephen Stovall............|...- iy se eee aa AGss2 ee eeeete dOssecs ieccecn beeen Scceses ads! Diiims 
68 i Hollis Thomas. ........<.<.(-..5 O24. ee obs eee NOete ee ees MDS. petal eed eee MO saceicece< eee MO sSeu 
G9’ 7 Hichand 5: Thomas... ...-.-|..<. Gpicen asec eae doseeceAteces MOsssesesesese Sees Ones ees sess sooo G0.200 
40 { Edward Waller ............|.... LE ae eae eee ee ee BOsaek Scewe MOscesieescece ERED sses acceee sess DOsecs 
71 | James G. Wooten ......--.-|.... “LS earn eer =e ors Ses NOs2seccsassee sueL NOR etecaess Beals OuSSs 
72 | Alexander C. Wooten..-..-.!__-. GG peal is | Dat ae "TEE ee BOsssswekewees ee MO xscawsssss Sees EOcsws 





Srate oF TENNESSEE, L'xecutive Department : 

I, Newton Cannon, governor of the State aforesaid, do hereby certify that the officers, non-commis- 
sioned officers, musicians, and privates, whose names are enrolled upon this roll, were duly called into 
service, and their services accepted by me, during the summer of 1836, under my proclamation of June 
6, 1836, to meet a requisition from the Secretary of War, dated the 25th day of May, 1836. 

In testimony whereof, I have hereunto set my hand, and caused the great seal of the State to be 
{[u.s.] affixed, at Nashville, the 26th day of August, 1837. 

N. CANNON. 


By the governor: 
Luxe Lea, Secretary of State. 


I hereby certify that the annexed is a correct roll of the volunteer company that was tendered for the 
service of the United States under my command, and received by Governor Cannon, under the proclamation 
of June 6, 1836. 


B. G. WIITE, Captain. 


Sworn and subscribed before me this 7th day of August, 1837. 
STOKELY WHITH, Justice of the Peace. 


[ certify, on honor, that this muster-roll exhibits the truce state of Captain B. G. White’s company of 
the Tennessee mounted volunteers, under the requisition of the Secretary of War, dated May 25, 1836, 
and Governor Cannon’s proclamation of June 6, 1836, for the period herein mentioned; that the remarks 
set opposite the name of each officer and soldier are accurate and just. 
B. G. WHITE, Caplain, Commanding the Company. 


Sworn and subscribed before me, July 7, 1837. 
JOUN P. GREER, Justice of the Peace. 








= = ——— 
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Muster-roll of Captain Henry S. Maxwell’s company of Tennessee volunteer mounted militia, ordered into 
service of the United States by Governor Newton Cannon, from the 18th day of June, 1836, to the 18th 


day of June, 1837. 



































| 
| 
No. | Names—present and absent | tank. 
| 
2 | lenny Si Maswellt.<ccucscs. | Captairsccocas 
9) | GOTO W “GOrecwsecccccass | Ist lieutenant ..- 
5: | Jonn Be CRester owcs cece cocs | 2d lieutenant --. 
4: |} John! Mathews: -tecsesccccc.| DNSIPN ..2 255005 
1 | James R. Copeland.... 22... | Sergeant .....-- 
2 | James HMidridee:..cccse.ccccs LomemMlOnneaascce 
3 | Thomas Maxwell ........... iseeeOOiis. soca 
4 | Lawrence Mathews.......... | Corporal.._..... 
5 | Many WICK cceSeecccccussec ee “Tee 
| We I sith camccsnian|oancObesscmnuens 
1 | Walter. Alley ........<... ca 
2 | Washington Ashburn......../--.- COreseséeicus 
$) | pip ASKING wos. cscssin cece sasthOcoes cts 
4) | Samuel Allred secede ccsc cscs |vews WOscisswccccs 
5 | Re Bi Arg rON eS. cc6 2ssicc BornU Ossecremere 
6 | Benjamim: Bilver .o226< 0555: aemeGOne socsecen 
id |PUOUNES) DANEY -secosencccoen|oeos Ge ad 
6. | WOnMVbURCH seme cccecesccss ewe Oem besa seas 
9 (Charles Bune he ssoss seen ccc |ones 1 eee 
10) | George Barrett ssccccwccsces|o--3 Gee ocseee: 
1 | Sohn Carmackisa.<5.sc60<% Bears (o)eereeenrcrner 
12 | Albert'S. Christian. ..... <<<. ieee errs cone 
i3* | tpaac Canmack)..ccccccuccax Fee (5 eee 
14 | Wilkinson Copeland ........)--.- Moses sceakes 
15 | eoree Calnivacicacccosescsec a “eee 
AB | Alvin Conn sss sscscs ccc Ene 0. 
17 | Thompson Cash ............ Soe Obes scsans 
18 | Robert A. Chesney.......... foaasOOmemce sees 
19 | George W. Christian ........ [steel Owsccieowene 
20 | Josiah S. Copeland -.... 2... jwecedOsonacaeeen 
21. | Ahi DeCkeccsss:- wirieweiewocee| sass MOtoceee asa 
22 | THOMAS). DOSS secede cccces [sie OuseeiSenies 
ZS | PaMes OC. COMICRDY sco veceecee se scO0snceccuc cs 
24 | John’ D: Bldnidves..sccsccsz iovecUOssnccense 
25 | Granville Finley............ [RCGECe (0) a en 
26 | Thomas Fancher............ ce | eee 
27 | Gideon Gardenhier..........|---- dOeassesse m 
28 | William Holman ........... lscerUOncctisacees 
29 | Mathew Holford............ a 
30 | William S. Harris........... sameCOsesueckhoe 
31 | Augustus Humble ...... 2... | aii init ac win 
32 | John G. Hewson...... ..---- ae 
33 | Samuel Hardy........ sressolcee a MOzscaeesece 
B44 | PPOMMIONCSicssececccess sass josie dOteccissas ee 
35 | James 8. Lunday ........... masons ence nese 
36 | William Matthews ...... 2... leSeECOneee sia ct 
37 | Breanson G. Murphy........ Seem OOsenee sae 
38 | Absalom Matlock .........../--.- dOcwesecacke 
39 | Emberson Miller...... edews Ficainelaiicainiiiie e 
40 | Richard Morris ...........-. Te "eer 
41 | James Maxwell............. ee eae | 
a2) |) CATS MAUOCK = csc ccscccacs loose On aes sac 
lh We overseer ch te ceromain de OO OE 
44-| William-A. Officer soccss<5<. acnCOesoneesaos 
45 | Pleasant Ogletree. .... 2.222. JEP (0 eee 
46 | Jesse Phillips ...... ...-... SssapeeRaianlssccnid 
47} Solomon Pool scs..ccsss cscs Seer ne | 
48 | Richard Poston............. ea | 
49 | John Patterson...... Paemeal =SesdOkaccescece | 
50 | Martin Qualls .............. Eee | 
51 | George A. Ray ...... biwewes |----do Da aaisicawiat | 
62: | Dhomias/G: Miees <.<s..cecce Boke 3 See ee 
53 | George W. Ruckman........ |. SecGOseweL cucu 
o£ | Benjamin K. Stewart .......|---.do.......-<- 
55 | William Smith ....... seaces | euedOwels waewacs 
OG: | JAMES SIMS ccs ss c66ss:ccc5 ja) nt Mi nancenes 
57 | George W. Shepperd ........ leamelOcceocansece 
OS || THOMAS BISCO cose enccoc-ccee | eqsOOceceeee wes 
59 | Preston Speck ..... Siiwosieecs aa “ee 
60 | Thomas J. Strane ..... sobece ey eee 
eR I 
62 | Benjamin C. Stewart........ See cdOnssesscicce 
63 | Thomas Shepherd ...-.. 2... |paeedOncu scence 
64 | James B. Timcock ..... wecseleses dOcseucsusec 
65 | Michael Teague....... 2.2... ae | 
G6: | JOun We TORPbOwcsccecccwss [aces die csceccues 
67 | William Taylor.............|.... ee 
68 | Abner Vickerey ...... ae a Be cass Salts | 
69 | Gramblin Weeks..... sisenies le cerdObiwicenswce 
































Enrolment. 
When. Where. 
June 18, 1836 
ton county. | 

eas 72 (2 eee er Ores a cease jene= 
arate CO 2 cieashisenaes 3 7) ee ee jeoee 
eer GOs 22 soewess BAO s weew coknas Jewws 
eect: 72 (0 Sen eRe fee a 7 ee [ewes 
Seen 2 (3 | eee Ne POO daesesicas par 
verses dOsssccilceceucOOnccccceees, [sans 
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eee GOs 2uealcavees S0OenS saeawoa Jeoee 
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ih ee 1 er eee eee ee ee bacon 
oir r) (1 eee ener SOO ee=iccassse ee 
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pe eee ties He ne cine cA Oc st oon cwtieccl ces 
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aniline OT ee cag OT or 
poeeee MOsgsexen|seecns i tenis ieece 
ower dOeusesclsceoss eOracestswowsen ore 
Be acta AOS sce aalesesee ces sccoceseee feces 
aiyetuer dekscoschessascs AOsetecesio uss ae 
ener dOt sees GadeacsOOuseacsiseueas on 
Beco dGfcsns|seeese DM cinta amacnns eee 
i re 7) ae | | rere °C) ee nS Bo ah 
eer ROG acesa|sccsse< OOrsses cases ee 
iat i (3 eae Cbeseals sess ae 
Se Oss ccwclaswdsers 112, See ene bass 
‘eee iiccciabriinwen a cicise mints titi 
cS aisiaraty Oe 2242 | nase BCS (0 so et pee 
| ei id GOs eellcsess 2 (3, ee ane ee (eR 
| eee Owe su-ulecsase:s Cress sees Basal 
eee dOsas.culsosssas Crse2 822 suse oe 
| pene hee COs bases seewee 3 (0 reed Aeon 
ooo 7S ee | ae 2) (5. Soe eee 
| eee Rate OOissuc hoses AG (en ne ee ee 
an ee do.....-| Sn) | ee 
| id ate O62. calsocetod 10 nen, VS 
| eer 7) (0 (ee ane 03 (0: ae Sees! eee 
ae OGssasSel se wseers OO ee nee Neue 
Hea sae Gob a[ ewes 6 “1 C1 ae eee ae Peatvs 
erent en ee Miiincsmewneas = 
See <i (0 Seen Geena) () a Ee, eee 
eee dOseccca|sasece-s domaussesacsespoas ‘ 
eer OGs 5 ohote ss LG 0 ae ee ae eae 
| Sareeeen Giese nese issas soca Sacu ere 
| ere (0 (0 See (OR eee (3 (0. epee ees —— 
wcewets COmaeuHa| ocean OOhscaccuscead}scas 
peer: 2 () eee | ene eee nl Oenea caae sone Bare 
| atocere (0 (Speer nee eer <1 Cr oe waits 
a ee i iinsaiew tsi nai 
eo Mesa is see Oa ce SU ee 
semeee 1) Se cnet (3 | (le 
ewes Qs SciSs| sccwensUOcccacesacccclssos 
ae 1) EE PCS, |) ee ea cen 
eae MO a siess | was OOtodelscecesealeccs 
seowed dessa sal sess ces Orr se csecwadalloos 
eee: GOzscesshesess RECO ee st awancess fccaie 
ee Os tases mew ec acd Oena osesiceecileces 
es as GOvasseeleaeecer OOeess = cele awcslaoee 
Beioenee dO scacus|aosseex MOe sae csdecses mn 
Bereta 2) S| eae ee "| 0 a a nee pee 
Ne lek es COssheesvceees C3 (9: ae eee 
Fctanieiad dOtcwace Ecevit COneaeneceoses eas 
Sarr doesseeelies case 6) ae re oe 
eer eee alaiosxe Kl Oewan casa Sacsleoee 
seer UO oe cee 73 (0) Speen ae een 
sae a rae Gee cele lesen 2 Owes ee epee 


ee 


sy whom. 


Period. 


Livingston T., Over- | Captain Maxwell.| 6 months. 


OO eileen A) Se 
OOte seca bace ne) ee 
Ciscs sat caes L scteOeaal 
Se eee ee ae 
° ) ee) |) ee 
C1) eae eee MPa) (ee 
OOwsecakeson AG 3 oe 











MO ae c2s ces mene); eee 
OOciisarenes Se) () Sen 
1 eee BO 2 oe 
See acres as 
(3 RAPE () ee 
Orssaasacass — 
UOxcaaswewas COSEC OC ee 
OWccssaciouaa Re) (ieee 
QOrascussass TREND Gomes 
Cesasueuswes ee (i ae 
| Se oe |----do.... 
QOnns eae sees a) (1 
doses ces: | 5 dill 
Oe Wawireieeais ee “ee 
1 Vos onlOnee 
Osea Ses: Fc Ore ais 
2) Se ee ene dsssa 
1) ee ee dessus 
1 (0 eee een ee GOesc5 
dOss seen caus eas 
") () eee, seme eee 
Cosas alae bs eas 
"2 (0 ee lca. 
"a ee 
O0escnaieses PEED (seen 
AGewvicasemastsoon d0cs<< 
OO sericasntecas Coscc 
COsscovecce. Pere GO See 
71 Ce ee Beer, Co eee 
EOS jossiswed ae eee 
Re er ee 
dOwasdewsccs RECO 0 nee 
OOvccadeusds leaccdOucas 
€O=s ssas asc fio SOPs 
Disaniminnntcpnaiiios 
0 (ak ee 
ci () ee ers |----do.... 
Oma wacanas bscanOOnaas 
71) ee j----do.... 
CO sscsce, cacs tscine@ucus 
AO Sete weds Bee) oes 
re |----do.... 
OO vcaaciiceas eer) () an 
ee — we 
OO Sissdaizwes BARS One 
Ct een ae Beer G toe 
G0scccs res eee ee 
Sn SNE 
OO sess dew EE (1 ee 
Ass scswiease asa QGiesss 
3 accaeelenaia 0) a 
Os cesca cawalaaas "(1 
COgawnew aswel ees dos... 
GGesesoatocalasas do... 

dGvccccaseseiiace 0 
GOresete cesses d@z.<s 
7) () Ree) eee 
OOwadmceteuais Pee) (ae 
3 0 ee > (3. ee 
OO Ae os aicin, fom Ot area 
0 ae ni IO 
OOS awe cces ie sek Oras Si 
dOtcaca Ee ee (3 
7 ae eee (Ge 
(hone Rete dGssas 
7) ea i "ee 
7) |) en en oe edOeten, 
OGsss essa ee (See 
3 (| eee Ox ecin 
CR Dl re 
71° ee eRe bee 022.5 
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Muster-roll of Henry S. Maxvwell’s company—Continued. 














| Enrolment. 
No. Names presen and absent. | Rank. ee ere EU ap Be 
| | 
| When. | Where. By whom. Period. 
Sn ede ae ed ln = | tt a 
70 | Reuben J. West ...... sali ioiex | Private ......... June 18,1836 | Livingston T., Over- | Captain Maxwell.| 6 months. 
; ton county. 
71 | Alexander O. Walker....... shnnaadlo SE es Pees Nove eae sOOOsasé seeeeus Sees MO ssekesnSs5 [be wedOsses 
72 | Martin G. White...... --0---|----d0 ieceobioec cae eee QO-ccess eae C0. cevesiasecs ese MlOde sees ceseleeccdOsass 
73 | Armistead Walker .......... ee eer er peeee POs | OE EEE 1 GOncsees Sede eacedosics. 
41 Jonn , Young? .... ccsccccx Eee Ore om ososen | ¢ aes eras Jd videcesepeeciies MeO ee eees ees ews edOswc. 
75 | Josiah L. Watson .........-- (Ss. (oan fee Hotasee3 veins Gbrcscowe pe Sees OO We mes HeedOeece 
| 
Strate or Tennesser, recutive Department : 


I, Newton Cannon, governor of the State aforesaid, do hereby certify that the,company of Captain 
Maxwell was received by me, as stated in his certificate, and held in readiness to supply any deficiency 
in organizing the East Tennessee brigade, or the place of those who might retire from the service at the 
expiration of the six months for which they were received. 

In testimony whereof, I have hereunto set my hand, and caused the great seal of the State to be 
[u. s.] affixed, at Nashville, the 12th day of September, 1837. 

N. CANNON. 
By the governor: 
Luke Lea, Secretary of State. 


I certify, on honor, that this muster-roll exhibits the true state of Captain Henry S. Maxwell’s company 
of the Tennessee volunteer mounted militia, under the requisition of the Secretary of War of May 25, 
1836, and Governor Cannon’s proclamation of June 6, 1836, for the period herein mentioned, and that 
the remarks set opposite the name of each officer and soldier are accurate and just. 
If. S. MAXWELL, Commanding the Company. 


Sworn to before me, September 1, 1837. 


K. S. HALL, Justice of the Peace. 


Muster-roll of Captain William Lauderdale’s company of the brigade of Tennessee mounted volunteer militia, 
ordered into service of the United States by Governor Newton Cannon, from June 17, 1836, to June 17, 

















185T. 

| Enrolment. | Travelling. 3 

| eR noma : 
| Names—present and absent. Rank. | g i | = 3 
° | | When. Where. By whom. Period. | 4 5 3 * 

S Bos 2 

mY | = cs SE 

= | : = 

Zz | e | fa 
|Months., Miles. | Miles. | Days. } Days. 
William Lauderdale* ......... Captain........ June 17, 1836 | Sumner county.,, Wm. Lauderdale ., 12 105 |ececoeee 5 | 5 
2] KR. B. Alexandert ...cccesesees Istlieutenant...)...... ROssises|s% s100 0 eUOsecesss's seen ert ie eee 120 | 105 | eee eee 5 | 5 
3 | E. R, Dalton..... 5: bib sueeees| A SICUSONANG. 5. ioecaes UGcicsnulossssrentlOvenen Bis} ssslewss MOvecececeeess| 12 swiss 105 10 | 10 
ea REEL co cc cons cua Beast MMR Sack sees lesdaes GG sssees citenee BOisecteanteousee ee sent Ie “IgeGeiese clan acunus soscccesleccece 
1 | Patrick Duffey......0000 000+] Ist SCFZCANtesse|oseeeeIOsees-eleee 2 00 cdOscccccscloccecs dO vecccecccoee 12 105 | = 105 10 10 
2| B. W. Miles....... ikecankeeke Qd sergeant ....|...06- Phicccnclnivss eet ewcscgustiee iyllilliasuksoe lich 12 105 | 105 10 | 610 
sik M. Alexander} .occcce coves .| 3d sergeant ....]..ceee GO sssesclonas ees MGixcceeks teasers OOssnsas Gees Ae -leecneuselesasrenss is 5 
4 | Robert Parsley....scsssseeeees 4th sergeant . .|..000.dO...004)+ pugiaee pba eendlsdesctdOseewen Spann 12) “ikexwissen| 05 10 | 10 
1 55 AV DORI chases wees 0seaes) Let corporal....|...«..d0 PTs as Seg eeIAwsa esse eheuse OB iickss elem 12 | 105 105 10 10 
2] P. W. Duncan.... ..s.e0- eccee) Vd COFPOFal.....|.eeverAOescecsivoee cons dO. ..cccccloccees GO .c0000 cece 12 | 105 105 10 10 
BE IR coscexsikiseendcnens 3d COMPOral 2.00] .0000edOcecees|oececcesAQececcccelcceceedOesee cee veees 12 105 | = 105 10 10 
4 | Joseph Griffin. ......se+eee- «+-| Bugieman .....)-. coe sdO.ccccs|scceveeedQecccccce|seccce DO ssccceceseee 12 | 105 | 105 10 10 
LF RODE POWAY sscwssewensecce} PHVA cisco |sc0essEOisessc|sese sees BOicsswesslseasee GOiiswswesen sen 12 BUD) Newesicess 5 5 
2 | Charles Burnsley......+.+ 000s]. geadOsbaics Sichuh |) onsddOsccasn| onan sees MOsueseutwi cis Spe awaens scene 12 Neckeaees) G05 | WO 10 
3 | Archibald Brice. .........ss000/eee. DicikcibnntlsccMbiirdeusenek Pivveanice vennk DOsicsinns or 12 105 | 105 | 10) 10 
4 | John W. Briggs. .....ssee0se00/ee0s Rete: pie Riniciislcccnseae RR I phillinictebcis wf 12 105 | 105 | 10 | 10 
5 | Martin I. Brown . 0..00sceccce| cose NGvsasaeacesiseeeae dO .cccce|cccecece DO sseeenice|ceceesAOcccececeeeee 12 105 | 105 | 10 10 
6 | John Crenshaw 2.204.000 cccseciecce GGkss Asseslsownas DOssreesiess peep enleasraees |eeawe BO sccews cee 12 105 105 10 | 10 
DAMES RORLO bos chinwsenichsssssnesee| ene OO. Geeseissenlawenes dO s60000| 0000 00s BGsninsestolsswene OAD sis wciaie anes oe 12 105 105 10 10 
8 | Jordan Carr ..... Dbbnb ween @nen lenin GO sssses see leanesic BO ss020slsossesien MO ssiccaswelocanes Ws .sesauteess 12 1050, 105 10 10 
9 | Robert C, Dalton..... ee Oc vccerccce coccee dO. .cocc cccecees DOs esc 00s covess EO .ccceecccecs 12 105 105 10 10 


* Appointed captain spy company July 2, 1836. ¢ Appointed Ist lieutenant spy company July 2, 1836. 
{ Joined Captain Bledsoe’s company by enrolment July 2. 1236 Joined Captain Henry’s company by earolment July 2. 1836, 











1837.] CLAIMS OF TENNESSEE VOLUNTEERS. 761 





Muster-roll of Captain William Lauderdale’s company—Continued 





























} | > a 
Enrolment. | Travelling. a 3 
| | re ls. l|22\s 
Names—present and absent. Rank. | | | 2 | a 2a3j)28 
| | lena | SS [64s 172. 
, When. | Where. | By whe \perioa.| 22 | 28 | BS 5 ® 
2 pre. | y whom. |Period.| o S | AS E25 
g | | | }25 | .2/3” Ie 
acs | €&6 a co 
5 | | | s |ee\2 | 
Z & | we n & 
| | | | Months.| Miles. | Miles. | Days. | Days. 
10 | Brooker H. Dalton ....000e0e00| Private cocccces June 17, 1836 | Sumner county. .| Wham. Lauderdale . +} 12 | 105 | 105 | 10 10 
11 | J. T. Parlong. 2.0.00 see ccccce|cceeO.cecee voce eecce GO ve 006 |eccwesce OVrcccccne ee Alec caceiceciows | 12 | 105 | 105 10 10 
NB Psivo isscsccscenssccl cee ETT See | ee eae” ee See ae veseee{ 12 | 105 | 105 10 10 
13 | William G. Ford....... eae were aicccuscus | scknnlrai in neewailieasaudsleceees iicacwwes | 12 | 105 | 105 10 10 
14 | William Graham..........00. lees Diiicecannsiied unite ar pies sussbeaseins i isusains. | 12 | 105 | 105 10 10 
15 | William L. Hughes ..... se eeee! eeedOeecereceee seeeee dO sees leeeeeeredOr eee eens! cceeee dO. eevee vecces | 12 | 105 | 105 10 10 
IG Sease MOlGscaceeicesiecw sea see leneedOceeeeereee eeees OGssiwewsltiseesees CON aesees jeeeees WGraveccassece | 12 | 105 | 105 Mal eee 
17 | William E. Johnson*........eejeeee dO. .cccccsesicvccee dO. cece lsisiesevedOvececicias jeeeeee UOdaccwasceces | DU Bercreccicerer rece 5 5 
DO AOMIDEIR ELOY > oavcinicks soe.cimsieieee) ios O'oe eve sses|secieee GOencrce | secseies UO ae clea lewis CGvascscauecss |} 12 | wenieeoeelenee oowe 5 5 
19 | King Kerby.....00 coccccccces|seeedOsccces cece! socces AO siceiesie |e 500050 cevescne bee saad One sees esiacee a. ee | 105 10 10 
20 | Richard S. McConnell .... .... +++ Oe TR eee Leckie Bless coxes oe en . 2 least Sd oS 10 
21 | Jamies’ Ay MOG wis ccc kccccecc lisse GOsccceetees| cocees Ocoasiicls seecsec Oeadecsecl voces UGnae saekeaes | 1 Dal Peer eer | 105 | 10 10 
22 | John McConnell........seeees (seed secceecees eoseee iOek cosiehansitesenOQvennccelsses GO eccccceccces "a. | 105 10 10 
23 | Daniel P. Morgan........ desea scaeMO avenue Goss) esis 0edO.cecee le ctekewedoeeeasiics | owcsie il Oaceisieie eaieees | 49 eS 105 10 10 
24 | John Moppin ....ccecceceecece|soeedOveees o cccelccccecs AG. sciacis|soce vesclOreweweec Jeceees OAD cesacescoees | 42 ere 105 10 10 
25 | Lot Murphy ....+..eseeeeeeees jreeedo. mewervedelien Rei AO waiwisietnl seamciwelOwneesccelsceace Odiewasiecesndee | 12 jeveeeeee| 105 10 10 
96 | A.D. Martin. cess cececeseceee/eeeedOe, PEO ere CGrecnwelecceases Drak vowel wcceneOOrases weseses He Paces ceestansa uals 5 5 
27 | William Proctor} ...scseseeeee cg id evsniwal navidbecnias vanseen Diisiccisiavennas Mid iisrnceceee icwadeions nao S 5 
28 | Thomas Penyear....... see oon ae COcecsc Rb sail siaoie ole OOececce ieacarnce DO sce escent acai Dacia devoanes! 12 Bek aces 105 10 10 
ren Se | enn eee en en Gi icimbisceni iiccievanaes a ee 105 10 10 
Es sensi che cM asian sein scenes Osan ai] Sainlsentenlacnarceceleceses MOsaaccnae caine E 12? Tolscceesh 108 10 10 
31 | John Rhodes*.......ssseceeeeeleees pee wean eee eee? Windia iat Wibssssscisinans WP icaas Sica 5 5 
32 | John H. Seawellf.......ssseee/eees Diss: sisxiclernlliness eaaees ne Pelee ica keciens weer peor 5 5 
AST e EE AWIELIT vornisieceo.s sialccisisic cist caret MOT icwasisensl dence Os. wiocds| seensese MAGwercieevatcccicie Eee cscs secese TS \eecicmene| aces sous 5 5 
34 | Wm. W. Sommersett........0- SosedOvesGersees| eee 0 edO.ccccclecvccces GO... 00ccceleccecs GO.ccce coccce| 12 jeccoccee| 105 10 10 
35 | Charles N. Tully ...00c00000 ai tase dO elncenicesie esas dorseeece| sceccest MOS a caiaa oe sees dOase sacosces > ae eee ses} 105 10 10 
25 | William A. Thompson.......e)ee0edO.eee. eibiee 8 | wie.cisieie DO sccccsiscecicees GO. cc ccceleccece AOerscsedecece| 12 | cowssec| 105 | 10 10 
Ts PO iss sisinsis cl cs BOaccssavevslen oes en one aN eacdh aascllain tesa eas | MR lacccoubaminea | § 5 
BO | VORA VANCES ocivciis6000:004<) sec .05006.0006)|<coves dO. .ccccloccccces DOs sccsccelepeces O.cccvceccces 1D fecccccce 105 10 10 
39 | William Young...... PEUO eee POST | Soe Ten Meee icicctanaeans Ds kira ecncs iindetosnis MW Ticstss 105 10 10 
40 | SSASTIEN GRTIBR® 6 .0'0.04:56,'9'010:.6:0) 060 pUQwsiseeees Sh awesier Gs c ces ol seseeees iiss ce ces ctsscces GGecAkdacecscss 12 eer etal nase-astes 5 5 
41 | James Sharp..... acteurs aie reisisle a] eecedOcccccecece| cvccecdOcccee ail dinisiarereias Ainiein'snia:sie|welceieis OMcnceicceecies TZ |vccceccst © 300 10 10 
ON csicincernsniinsmlexs en Oe oe ree Sn pee iiiiessinc seat a | 15 10 | 10 
| | | | 
* Joined Captain Henry’s company by enrolment July 2, 1836. t Joined Captain Fletcher’s company by enrolment July 2, 1836. 


¢ Joined Captain Bledsoe’s company by enrolment July 2, 1836. 


STATE OF TENNESSEE, L’vecutive Department : 


I, Newton Cannon, governor of the State aforesaid, do hereby certify that the officers, non-commis- 
sioned officers, musicians, and privates, whose names are enrolled in this roll, were duly called into service, 
and their services accepted by me, during the summer of 1836, under my proclamation of June 6, 1836, to 
meet the requisition of the Secretary of War, dated May 25, 1836. 

In testimony whereof, I have hereunto set my hand, and caused the great seal of the State to be 
[u. s.] affixed, at Nashville, the 30th day of August, 1837. 

N. CANNON. 
By the governor: 
Luxe Lra, Secretary of State. 


I certify, on honor, that this muster-roll exhibits the true state of Captain William Lauderdale’s: com- 
pany of Tennessee mounted volunteers, under the requisition of the Secretary of War, dated May 25, 1836, 
and Governor Cannon’s proclamation of June 6, 1836, for the period herein mentioned; that the remarks 
set opposite the name of each officer and private are accurate and just; and that said company marched 
from Sumner county to Fayetteville, being 105 miles, when said company was dismissed July 2, to wait 
for further orders, having remained in camp four days. 


WM. LAUDERDALE, Commanding the Company. 


Strate or TENNESSEE, Sumner County: 


Subscribed and sworn to this August 18, 1837, before me. 
S. G. GOODALL, an acting Justice of the Peace for said County 


VoL. vn —96e 




















762 MILITARY AFFAIRS. [ No. 746. 
Muster-roll of Captain Patrick Callaway’s company of the brigade of Tennessee mounted volunteer militia, 
ordered into the service of the United States by Governor Newton Cannon, from the Lith day of June, 

1836, to the 17th day of June, 1837. 

Enrolment. 

No. | Names—present and absent. Rank. : : 

| l 

| When. Where. | 3y whom. | Period. 

| 

i | Patrick Callaway ........... CAnIOIn os 22ccccs2 June 17, 1836 | Salem, Franklin Co..! P. Callaway.....| 12 months. 
2 { eames M. Crauly...c<<c<cce+ Ist lieutenant.../-..... G2 Lose. een NGO. ccs cceeers cee Bb cas eae eee 
3 } BatasC: Petts ..........<.. 2d lieutenant ...|.....-- COM ealee ces GOsccacveeseues| seer MOnsssec messes ( ——o 
4 | Thomas B. Griffin ........... UTE eS rere DePSeepenehe. (canoes Deemer M6: cece ecksislsece MO nabre cere ines G60 
] | Clinton Munt®. ............ NENMPANGs 2s cs. seeees ‘(eee es (eee HOtcccssxeneesleeee Stee esce sls ses GOx<c. 
2 | Cole;nan Aldridge .......... PriGMle cl eee Ree eee pes eee NOs chasse epee s| see MOL cceosis eecd | 
3:4 Jonn 3. Away. ......-0+.cs0.|-s<- BOser ceecaslecoene G022sER eee Uso ass 5ipsso- Mosse srs ceae  SeeialO Ser 
PE Seana, peer DO sciviwenclscouae ne RO rr rer Dicccsnenes Sa 
5) 1 eicharl Berryhill ..2s.6<~-|-=-- BOncesswseecliceeeee GO ea tee NO:é.ce~ Seeeeeidese GOmssLeese cles 200 ees < 
6 1 Avidhew Brant...) acc sce. | 5s “LC CSERESeee rape, Pare GOseawe | eee MO. ceucutsauen ROYseeeceseslesce a 
fe ES ee a ey epee “LO Seer ees pee Se ae Gi ccemeeeesuleeee don 2os2Ss5\Ses5 dozscs 
BAN aMC ecko ae ieececcens bp555U0Se5 Sees 55 PS S5s- MO pevene lee ees OG2>. che scieericece MOxe sea seeceleece 1 
Di] SOHMUAIGID oko secces coecloens 1G: eee eke eee Gee oes dO soeccsteceee eee MOvseeeassse secs Oss 
10 | John M. Cavenagh .........|---- TO Se pes fea USE aS fasaoe GOsse6. seeee- [see sneccwec.|oses@Pesas 
11 | Wm. Chasteen -............|---- Ti cndccsveniomewne Wi xvianlonwens DO. acanasrenselaswe atte ee 
BS | Pieeries Collies 2.22. 0000. |-+0- | Re Serre: i ricate dls aaiel OO: cxnteoxadiece ee eee — ae 
13 | Daniel Donathew........~-.|---- NOE soak clases “Caan [peereereae WOzcesceeeeeecla ses GG l52220ee%.| e543 : — 
14 |. Wm. N. Donathew .........|---- BOscis ose lseeesce 1 Pere SS estoy MOeesieesecene oe eee a 
See eatin SPAWAS oo ee eee cuas chendece WO cseescc ckclacceae «Sete a (eee = doszeceseceees | ete Aca eres Sct E>. ae 
16 | Cornelius Davis ............/|--<- GOkes ccs i 2 ieeoee °C) Vasa ei Ps tea ra RPssereeweeee. | secs MOsceees esse aia, 
17 | 2 Michane Dicky —...225 .2<s|<04- (LL ea epiee args sr Le eases (ayaa desccesleseeericsee MOE sescsaee soso do... 
1G MGORE PICK ok ciewe cccvicces|==<> AOE hen os ees e GOscesee seen GOLecposseeees pees GO52s2Eceee= et (i eee 
19 | Greer B Conway ........-..|-==- RGfe er tee eee ee 1Ol ces ibeee NOs Sas seen eee GO ssrkess senses doses 
BO | Siievard Sosber.. ce cess cc... |=--- ROlceseceecsteeeose GOxceneciseeeee Ob xecensckscss} seo UGiccccseecsisce — 
Bl itwhien PH0st.... 6625.5 sc5. [=n Mi eoe ene {1 ESREOzoseselsceeee HOscctumeeseee see WOpiscscters|sso5 “6 (eee 
eet Sean we ONDE .cccssenceuces [aeee GOP rcese oc teemee GOr tee eee eee RO ccbceesee eles O02) sc2beuesteses DEG 
23 | Georve W. Hunt ....5.066<.|<s< “| SeRS eee pepe gy Papen Pe Gs SoS 4l sees NGsacese seetenl sos" "1c pane a eed Paste dosccc 
Dee ery Lt [eee eter eye Noses sees “| (ese Ae Pare NOzecseecseeesiaeee “| Lepr omege hee eyenes : 
25 | Stanley Hale...... Beles De EEE | gee ee eee, pees Se BOS225.2) oesee NOLS 6s Sceoe eee se ROsccceeese ea<3 dosees 
Ch) Naa Garett. cones cccces cae RO eos ane |e ee NOM see slosebee NO. o.. ceeseae eeee GOvccsceseeslacee dose.. 
Ae Aer go A eS epee eer Ore ezeeos- ceases ROreeies ores GOececccese eee eee CG2-eeeeeses|esea dose: 
28 | James NN? Eatchers..........|--<- NG te ieee TOneeere ss Deeeney GOvccvesecececleses “i tc Bape era a eeeg aes er dosscz 
29 | Daniel Kitchers ..........-. Eerie een Shes eeamee AG Le ece sce ces Gicsseceecssatlescs Wes 2eeeoocc Seca  ——e 
SD j Bam. 6) Kitchers...........-. |<. 0Gpe ee ee locas Mos wee eck NOucesc sok ees ieeee GOLceawcasee|sse8 WOsecs 
Bi } BeberBianbork..5... ..22.-..]--<- (|. ae ee (MS MOLee set cee es “CC eae eee ad GES a (i eget eer ten (aps RoOz=ce 
32 | Thomas J. Matlock. .........|.-.- ‘| | rg Coens eee eee MO. voniee Soscen ease G0 Seeencusel ccs } 
B31 RW. Molane? ...<.. 6.22.2 |---. “1 [ee ane Oopetinn es *( Eee Sa eee OO ncehe t= oe eee Ub: cssseeucsiseos (ae 
34 | Thomas F. Morely...... Seen ewe hk ise Naa MO2seess| e554 ROssicesesesee core Ossoses useulecee dozvcs 
B54 enn MNES occceecssossncew loses Wee 2252S iteeeee AGie cee saeco OSS ees les GO. scecenes (sees do.-.< 
86 |. Pearson Mitler....<..:.0..<-.|-2=- NOs Sco ae oe “| Cena Pare ere BOs sccesesesee ese GO.sceSeceee | sace G6s55< 
37 | William Mauro............-|---- NGS ees sesame 1Opos esiceotes OG cscs seen. ScMUOreese ec seeleees Cozies 
BB] went a nisin = cc cc cnn neo Mote eee as GOscoew steers e se MOwevcesctee. eee RO eee eee ee i 
39 | Dhomas MeClure..<...2.....]-s<< HOm eee i eeee G0lccees|tecece bsec acne ete meee MOpeseseessleces doscss 
40 | Edward Martin...... eae! pee = ‘(ead See eae, Rae aren Move ese ee NO. cskeceekesitese MOcsecSessse ieee i a 
OA See MOUND cocks Scéckcccsc seed Mies cesesclatese Oe See eas Nib scoeehe oseslta GOleeeeee ss Baa eee 
a2 } Samu Perkett.....205 555. | coo NOieeee sw 2eueeeeee NGS eel eee dG: ccutecceseelcsne COs... senses |zeee dosc<s 
aS 1 Siepw al. Poleock 2252s 2... |-==- ADEE owen leer dOs5seeelccecee “ (es ae ey oe ese do=.sseecss5|oee2 dozss% 
a4 1 Preston Rich. ccwc. cece cscs | see Roses Bese eee GG eee euesoe MGsceceee eee rises GOsee se esee sles. MOz.26 
is 3 Ap Ay Ruled... 25 secu. | soos BOs oc oe eee UT ae eee eee Ou cogs cee sles GOvscckeeses eee; | eee 
iG: 1 James Smith. .......... .<..|---< MGe2 252222 ese Oe ere (aes ane MOss2e eer sececlesee Moss ssssseee | esMOanse 
aT) i AA OVAll bccecscucsccculesce Noreesi i. Slee “| [See ay eee AG.cteeeckee a Sees dove nckeaxcc = 
Fe ik ddcnccescnceee|soed Diicsekansal waned ee Pee RO. cavaccdguaaleone BO ican evens — oe 
29 1 elereleon Meret soos cocci. jas SO. =<. - neces |ceccos “: LOD eee Perea oar POssssiocooececieese AGs-cssees-* eee bi eee 
60: | John i: Bmith=........0..2.]2.<2 ee Repeaenes By Ware ees "| LOS een aes seen MOvewesccesso 5552 UOspase.esc5 fsicscOOnces 
5i | Phos: J; Saundridge ..........|-.-- Hovec es secdclixesee * Leas ee eer (Geci eee ceeeen sees Or sera e eas 
BET Soe WV e MUIR 25. caeene leone Os cceseeeusieeecee NOs sesloescee “iE ieer ear (Osescscsse-|eyeedoree. 
6S | Mhomes Dailor .....<.-..0<<.| <= AD eres sia NOseeee ee GOsvicsdiccseees| cade iiiceniear een Mossss 
vaadll Uotsessnied Ties Cee ee eee "(Cee eee een, pees AOsosscalceeeee VOsssccetceces|-oe~ Moss Seer ews a Ses doses 
55 | James E. Travis ............|---- “A eres ae Pees “eee ee eer dessrcicceccealeass GO snsncceece sss d0..<- 
56 | Rob. W. Thompson. ......../---- Osc 2ee ceeeceas absi2es.|-<<senc GOxscememeeeexi aces NOssoceee ce: Bae: (eae 
NR le ON Che En: | eee ree! [pape rarer ‘ (OR eee ee eeeeee Ab voc eecan keer Boesite Sesiieke eae fies ear: 
58 |. Hiram Wallace.............|..-- NGie ss =.ch. 2 less “Oe ey eae! UO seseeasees chose NOs Joceckeccleass Gon aot 
59 | Isaac C. Whitaker ..........|-.-- “ee eee ee Doses secon oes COscessecceeewlases ilOMse area ree SaesdOnses 
60 | Alfved Young ..........<<-.|--=+ dokuesceiee eco (osecewe ee coe ROscoesseeke es oes GOs es seni Se ice GGsc 
Gi) Bifred Bostick®.,.....<..2-5|.-.- *( Ree Peer NOreece-}eeeeee POstveeesessee Bye Une aeasee anes J0sss. 
62 | James S. Freeman......... jeceenOkedesoree saws NOtsacccize sess Corccssccecses ean sees eee secdOsess 
** Joined Captain Roberts’s company July 1, 1836. 

Strate or Tennessee, Lrecutive Department : 

I, Newton Cannon, governor of the State of Tennessee aforesaid, do hereby certify that the officers, 
non-commissioned officers, musicians, and privates, whose names are enrolled on this roll, were duly 
called into service, and their services accepted by me, during the summer of 1836, under my proclamation 
of June 6, 1836, to meet a requisition of the Secretary of War, dated the 25th day of May, 1836. 

In testimony whereof, I have hereunto set my hand, and caused the great seal of the State to be 
[u.s.] affixed, at Nashville, the 50th day of August, 1837, 

N. CANNON. 
By the governor: 
Luke Lea, Secretary of Stale. 
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I certify, on honor, that this muster-roll exhibits the true state of Captain Patrick Callaway’s com- 
pany of the Tennessee mounted volunteer militia, under the requisition of the Secretary of War, dated 
May 25, and Governor Cannon’s proclamation of June 6, 1836, for the period herein mentioned; that the 
remarks set opposite the name of each officer and soldier are accurate and just, and that said company 
continued to hold itself in readiness for service from date of organization to July 15, 1836. 

PATRICK CALLAWAY, Captain, Commanding the Company 


Sworn and subscribed before me August 20, 1837. 
JOHN WRIGHT, Justice of the Peace. 











25rH Concress. | No. 747. [2p Session. 


ON THE IMPORTANCE AND SUPERIORITY OF HALL’S RIFLE FOR THE PUBLIC SERVICE, 
AND THE PROPRIETY OF MAKING COMPENSATION TO THE INVENTOR FOR ITS USE. 


COMMUNICATED TO THE SENATE DECEMBER 21, 183 


Mr. Trproy, from the Committee on Military Affairs, to whom was referred the petition of John H. Hall, 
reported : 


That this case has again received the consideration which its nature demanded, and which has brought 
into view the following state of facts : 

The petitioner, John H. Hall, is the inventor of fire-arms embracing advantages for the public service 
over all others hitherto discovered. 

Hall’s rifles attracted the earnest attention of the appropriate branch of the military department as 
early as 1817, and were purchased for the use of the government, at that time, at $25 per stand. 

The importance of these arms in the military service having become more obvious, the inventor was 
engaged, by contract with the Ordnance department, to superintend their fabrication at the national 
armory at Harper’s Ferry, on the 19th of March, 1819, which engagement was renewed under contracts 
made March 8, 1827, and April 22, 1828, and has been continued up to the present time. 

The invention being of a nature calculated almost exclusively for the public service, and being found 
to merit the continued attention of the government, every proper encouragement within the power of the 
Executive has been extended to the inventor in the manufacture of these arms, and it appears that, from 
the invention and improvement of the machinery used in their fabrication, he has effected a great saving 
to the government, so that this rifle is now obtained at $14 50, being one-half of its original cost. 

The reputation of this arm rests not alone upon experimental trial, by which, however, it has under- 
gone the most severe test and scrutiny, but has been fully established by practical use in the hands of the 
appropriate corps of the army, and, by withstanding the ordeal incident to the vicissitudes of the military 
service, has established the strongest claim to continue the proper defence of that corps. 

The testimony npon which the committee relies is deemed conclusive as to the facts above stated, 
and will be found embodied in the report made by the Military Committee of the House of Representa- 
tives, on February 24, 1836, and the documents connected therewith; the documents submitted with the 
report from the committee of the Senate on January 14, 1837, and the documents communicated by the 
Secretary of War on the 19th of September last, in compliance with a resolution of the Senate of January 
21, 1837; all of which reports and documents have been printed and placed among the documents of Con- 
gress. 
As these documents may easily be referred to, it is considered unnecessary by the committee to cause 
them to be again printed; nor is it deemed requisite to make any extracts from them, further than a few 
words from the concluding remarks of the board of officers convened for the purpose of instituting a 
comparison between Hall’s fire-arms and others of merit, under the resolution of the Senate before referred to. 

After many trials and scientific deductions, this highly respectable board of experienced officers 
state that “the board is confirmed in the opinion that the arm of Hall is entitled to all the favorable 
consideration which has heretofore been bestowed upon it by previously constituted boards and commis- 
sions,” and “having successfully undergone the trials of service and the examination and thorough 
inspection of those commissions, has again exhibited to this board powers and excellencies (capable, 
doubtless, of augmentation) far superior, in the opinion of the board, to those possessed by any other 
arm which has been subjected to its examination.” 

From these premises, the facts being established and the invention being of a nature calculated, if not 
exclusively, certainly in a material degree, for the public service alone, and not likely, from any probable 
application to private use, to remunerate the individual for the cost and merit of its discovery and 
improvement, the committee deen it but just that a suitable pecuniary reward should be extended to him 
by the government, under such conditions as may secure the entire right of the inventions and the services 
of the inventor to the United States. 

In conformity with these views, the committee report a bill for the benefit of the petitioner. 











764 MILITARY AFFAIRS. [No. 74 





25TH Coneress. | No. 748. [2p Srsston. 





ON THE NECESSARY FORTIFICATIONS FOR THE DEFENCE OF THE HARBOR OF NEW 
LONDON, CONNECTICUT, AND THE FACILITIES FOR ESTABLISHING A NAVY YARD 
AT THAT PLACE. 


COMMUNICATED TO THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES DECEMBER 22, 1837. 


ENGINEER Department, Washington, December 19, 1837. 


Sir: In answer to your query respecting Fort Griswold, I have the honor to state that it is not 
included in the list of works estimated for this year. The custom of the department has heretofore been 
to submit estimates for those works only the construction of which has been authorized by law. Fort 
Griswold, not being of that number, was therefore not included. The harbor of New London is, however, 
an important one, and it will be seen by the enclosed copy of a letter to the Hon. A. T. Judson, of May 
12, 1836, that its defence has already engaged the attention of the Senate. The board of engineers have 
placed in the class of works “to be constructed immediately” a work for the defence of New London, 
estimated to cost $198,000; and were the services of an officer of engineers available, the preparatory 
surveys might be commenced at once with great advantage to the public security. 

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
C. GRATIOT, Chief Engineer. 

Hon. J. R. Poryserr, Secretary of War. 





War Department, May 12, 1836. 

Sir: In answer to your letter of yesterday, I have the honor to state that two works have been 
projected by the engineer board as necessary for the defence of New London: one, placed by them in 
the first class, for Fort Griswold, which you will find at page 58 of document 243, estimated to cost 
$198,000; and the other, in the second class, for Fort Trumbull, and estimated to cost $116,000, which 
you will find at page 60 of the same document. 

The bill before the House contemplates, I believe, no appropriation for New London; it is embraced 
in bill No. 123, before the Senate. 

The amount is $100,000, and is referred to in the 19th page of the same document as among the 
works that ought to be constructed. 

Should the sum of $100,000 be appropriated, as proposed, a re-examination will take place previous 
to the expenditure, and the necessary amount will be applied in such manner as the public interest may 
seem to require. 

Very respectfully, sir, your obedient servant, 
LEWIS CASS. 

Hon. A. T. Jupson, House of Representatives. 


War Deprarrment, December 19, 1837. 

Sir: The accompanying letter of the chief engineer explains the reasons why the defences of New 
London were not included in the estimates furnished by this department. 

The defence of New London is regarded by this department to be of great importance, and it is 
recommended that, after the necessary preliminary survey, the works for ort Griswold be commenced 
at an early day, and that $50,000 be appropriated for that purpose. 

The papers are herewith returned. 

Very respectfully, your most obedient servant, 
J. R. POINSETT. 

Hon. C. C. Campretene, Chairman Committee of Ways and Means, House of Representatives. 


War Department, January 17, 1837. 


Sir: Herewith I have the honor to transmit you a copy of a letter addressed to me by the honorable 
Messrs. Ingham and Haley, of the House of Representatives, relative to the making of some provision 
for the defence of the mouth of the Connecticut river and of the harbor of New London. I concur with 
these gentlemen in their views of the importance of the subject, and beg leave to respectfully recommend 
the adoption of such measures, on the part of the Committee on Military Affairs, as will insure the inser- 
tion in the proper bill of $50,000 for the erection of defences for the harbor of New London, and of $20,000 
for a like object for the mouth of the Connecticut river. 

Very respectfully, your most obedient servant, 
B. F. BUTLER, Secretary of War ad interim. 


Hon. R. M. Jonnson, Chairman Committee on Military Affairs, House of Representatives. 
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I am directed by the Military Committee to say to the Committee of Ways and Means that they 
concur with the Secretary of War in his views, and ask the Committee of Ways and Means to make the 
appropriation in some appropriate bill, and oblige 

RICHARD M. JOHNSON, Chairman. 

January 26, 1837. 





Wasuinoton, December 27, 1836. 

Sir: We very much regret that we feel ourselves under the necessity of again troubling you in rela- 
tion to the fortifications at New London harbor and the mouth of Connecticut river. 1t is not necessary 
for us at this time to point out the extreme suffering of the inhabitants of New London and the adjacent 
towns in the revolutionary and late wars, a great part of which was for the want of a little protection 
from the general government. Now, to say that the most horrible scene of human butchery took place 
at Fort Griswold in the revolutionary war, as well as the train of misery, with the destruction of property 
which immediately followed, is saying what is well known; and, sir, nothing but a want of information, 
on the part of the British, of the situation of the posts at New London, during the late war, saved the 
frigates and sloop-of-war, then in the harbor, from being taken out or. destroyed by the enemy, had they 
followed them up at the time they entered the harbor. Now, as representatives of the inhabitants of that 
section of the State where those scenes have transpired, we ask at the hands of the Secretary of War to 
recommend to the Committee of Ways and Means an appropriation for the protection of the lives and the 
property of the inhabitants of that place, as well as the property of the United States, which have and 
probably may again want protection, which they obtained not so much from the forts as from the inhabit- 
ants in the vicinity. But to this there seems to be at least two objections: the first is, that the report made 
by the Committee of Ways and Means embraces no other fortifications than those that are now in progress; 
and the other is, that if an appropriation should be recommended for the fortifications in Connecticut, it 
would endanger the whole bill. In answer to the first objection, we would observe that, although the bill 
does not embrace any other fortifications than those now in progress, it does not go to show that the 
fortifications in Connecticut should be entirely neglected. If the fortifications at New London harbor and 
the one at Saybrook had been placed where they ought to have been—with Fort Adams, in Rhode Island, 
and the fortifications at Boston harbor, and others further west—we should have been placed in the same 
situation with the two adjoining States on the seaboard. But not one dollar was appropriated for fortifi- 
cations in the State of Connecticut at the last session of Congress, when the sum of $200,000 was appro- 
priated for one single fort in Rhode Island, and others, both east and west of us, receiving a like proportion 
from the government; and we believe about the same sum is recommended for those highly favored States 
to be expended the ensuing year, while the whole coast of Connecticut, of one hundred miles in length, is 
totally neglected, although more exposed to the enemy in time of war than any other part of the United 
States, for the plain reason that Long Island lies the whole length of the State, and forms a harbor that 
large ships can be safe at any season of the year, and watching every opportunity for plunder and every 
depredation that is in their power to commit. But it seems that our suffering is not yet complete, and 
that we must be left in the like exposed condition. I believe General Gratiot observed that if amend- 
ments were offered, it would endanger the whole bill; but we see it to be an every day’s practice, when 
bills are before the House, for amendments to be offered, and, as in the present case, to make them more 
perfect. I think the House will consider it so, and more especially when they know that it is recom- 
mended by the authority to which we have applied. 

The vast amount of business of almost every description which is prosecuted in the great and fertile 
valley of the Connecticut is dependent more or less upon the commerce of Connecticut river. This is the 
largest river, and it is believed that the amount of commerce upon it is not surpassed by that of any other 
river in New England. All the commercial intercourse of the whole valley, with New York and other 
Atlantic as well as foreign towns and cities, is carried on through the mouth of Connecticut river. During 
the last war an armed force from Commodore Hardy’s squadron entered this river in the night season 
and destroyed more private property in two hours than it would have cost to have erected a good and 
permanent fort and garrisoned it during the whole war. It is confidently believed that there are no two 
places in this country that present stronger claims upon the justice of government than New London and 
the mouth of Connecticut river, while there are none of their importance that have been so entirely 
neglected. 

As there is no other bill for fortifications which we think will be likely to pass the present session 
of Congress, we therefore hope your honor will see the necessity of recommending a reasonable sum to 
be expended on those fortifications above alluded to, 

We are, sir, with the greatest respect, your most obedient, humble servants, 
ELISHA HALEY. 
SAMUEL INGHAM. 


Hon. Bensamin I. Butter, Secretary of War 


REPRESENTATIVES CHAMBER, January 24, 1837. 


Sir: My situation as one of the representatives of the people of the State of Connecticut impresses 
upon me the duty of submitting to ycu a brief statement relating to public works for the defence of a 
particular point in that State—the mouth of Connecticut river. 

The Connecticut is the largest river in New England. The great extent of the valley of that river— 
reaching, as it does, through Connecticut, Massachusetts, Vermont, and New Hampshire—the vast amount 
of business, agricultural, manufacturing, and commercial, transacted in it, is matter of public notoriety. 
The numerous large, thriving, and wealthy towns and villages upon its banks, the very easy approach to 
them from Long Island sound, with many other important considerations, unite to furnish the strongest 
motives to a public enemy to enter the river and destroy the property upon and near it. 
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Long Island sound, into which the waters of the Connecticut are discharged, furnishes one of the 
best harbors in the world for ships-of-war. They can ride there in perfect safety in sight and within 
cannon-shot of our shores, and, seizing upon a favorable opportunity, may throw themselves in sufficient 
force on to the river, complete their work of destruction, and make safe their retreat. 

Near the mouth of this river, on its right bank, are the remains of a fort which was erected in 1640. 
A garrison was maintained there many years during the early history of that section of our country. It 
was rebuilt and garrisoned during the whole of the revolution: wy war. So important was it considered 
that it was again rebuilt and garrisoned in the commencement of the late war, and continued to be so 
garrisoned until about April 1, 1814, when the troops were withdrawn to defend the city of New London, 
about 18 miles distant, and the ships-of-war United States and Macedonian, which had taken refuge in 
the river Thames for protection. 

Taking advantage of this absence of the troops from the fort, an armed force from the British 
squadron, then in Long Island sound, blockading all the ports and harbors of Connecticut, entered the 
river in launches, in the night season, ascended about eight miles, and burned 21 sail of vessels ; among: 
which were some of the finest ships that ever floated—all private property. One-half the amount which 
was at that time reduced to ashes would be sufficient to rebuild and construct a fort on the most approved 
plan for the defence of that point, and to have garrisoned it during the whole of the last war. 

There is scarcely a more important point in New England; but few furnishing higher inducements 
for attack, and none more exposed. 

It is therefore respectfully submitted that public justice, as well as the reasonable claims of that 
section of the country, require that an appropriation should be made to rebuild said fort upon a perma- 
nent plan, and put that important point in a proper state of defence. 

With great respect, I have the honor to be your obedient servant, 


SAMUEL INGHAM. 
Hon. R. M. Jounxson, Chairman of the Committee on Military Affairs. 


Encineer Department, Washington, January 28, 1837. 


Sir: I have had the honor to receive your letter of the 24th instant, enclosing certain communications 
in reference to permanently fortifying the mouth of the Connecticut river and the harbor of New London, 
and requesting farther information in relation to the works forme rly erected at these points, and as to 
the best mode and form of making an appropriation for their defence. By reference to document No. 
243, House of Representatives, of last session, vol. 6, p. 40, you will perceive that the importance of these 
positions has not been overlooked by the board of engineers, and that permanent works are there proposed 
for their protection. The old forts at New London are in a dilapidated condition, contracted in their 
dimensions, easy of escalade, and would require to be rebuilt anew. In the report of the board of engi- 
neers above alluded to, these give place to more efficient works, the plans of which are all matured, and 
merely require an appropriation for theiz commencement. The work at the mouth of the Connecticut 
river, it is believed, was originally built by the militia of the county, to protect its banks and commerce 
from the pillage of an enemy, to which, upon any attack upon our coast, it is so liable from its accessible 
position, its neighborhood to the great harbors on that frontier, and the inducements held out to maraud- 
No survey has yet been made of this position, nor has the mode of defending it yet been 
determined on, The appropriation recommended by the Secretary of War will enable the department to 
mature the necessary plans, and make preparations for commencing the work the coming season. The 
annexed form of a bill is presented for your consideration, and the papers communicated with your letter 


ing parties. 


are herewith returned. 
I have the honor to be, sir, your obedient servant, 
C. GRATIOT. 


Hon. ©. ©. Campretenc, Chairman Committee of Ways and Means, House of Representatives. 


N ACT making appropriations for certain fortifications of the United States for the year 1837. 


Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States of America in Congress 
assembled, That the following sums be, and the same are hereby, appropriated, to be paid out of any 
unappropriated money in the treasury, for certain fortifications, viz: 

For fortifications at New London harbor, fifty thousand dollars. 

For fortifications at the mouth of the Connecticut river, twenty thousand dollars. 


New London offers, in the roads of Thames river, a safe and landlocked harbor to first-rate vessels; 
and they can sail up this stream, which never freezes, to five and a half miles above the city, or seven 
and a quarter miles above the mouth of the river. The Thames is three-quarters of a mile wide in front 
of the light-house, and its channel for receiving vessels of 24 feet draught half a mile wide; its greatest 
depth, D4 f fathoms. Its direction is north, as far as Gales’s Ferry, seven or eight miles above the light- 
house, and it retains a breadth of 500 or 600 yards to half a mile above Fort Trumbull. In front of New 
London the channel is 400 yards wide, and its breadth diminishes gradually to 200 yards below Mamocock 
Point, 150 above it, and 100 at Galestown and Gales’s F we A 

Dividing into two branches, three-quarters of a mile below this last point, the eastern division runs 
under the point at Galestown, and tl 1e wreaten under the point of Gales’s poy, & 

The first offers successively 3 3, 3, 4, 34, 4, 34 fathoms; the second, 2}, 3, 34, 44. From the on 
house to Fort Trumbull the distance is one mile and three-quarters ;, and to ‘New Low! don two and + 
half miles. 

The channel of the Thames is defended by Fort Trumbull and Fort Griswold. The rock on which the 
first is built rises 40 feet above low-water level; its distayce from the west side of the channel is 500 
yards; the channel itself is 575 yards wide, and the whole breadth of the river is 1,150 yards. 
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Fort Griswold commands 130 feet above the river. The fort is 425, and its lower batteries 225 yards 
distant from the eastern limit of the channel. Its distance from New London is 1,200 yards, and the 
channel in front of it is 400 yards wide. 

The lower battery commands 80 feet over the level of the stream at low water. Fort Trumbull is 
1,600 yards distant from this battery, and 1,800 yards from Fort Griswold. 

We shall conclude this description of Thames river by some details of the position of Gales’s Ferry, 
which offers many advantages as a site for a navy yard. The shore presents here a suitable and conve- 
nient space for erecting all the buildings, docks, launches, &e., required in such an establishment; the 
channel, 125 or 1380 yards wide, runs at 100 yards from the shore, and gives every facility for launching 
vessels; a fall in Horton cove, north of the peninsula of Gales’s Ferry, might be advantageously employed 
to feed the mills and founderies, and fill the dry docks; and as Thames river never freezes, (probably in 
consequence of a number of springs which it receives under water,) vessels would have nothing to fear 
from the ice, and the communication between the navy yard and the ocean would be open at all seasons. 
From what we have mentioned above, first-rate vessels cannot, however, sail up to Galestown or Gales’s 
Ferry; and if built at either of those places, must therefore receive their complete armament below, at 
three-quarters of a mile distance. The whole breadth of the river between Galestown and Gales’s Ferry 
is 440 yards. 

The distance between Thames river and Narraganset bay is about 51 miles, in fullowing the wind- 
ings of the coast. Stonington harbor lies in that interval, and may be considered as the most eastern 
anchorage in Long Island sound. Watch Point forms the eastern extremity of the coast of Connecticut; 
and from thence to Narraganset bay, the coast offers no place of shelter. 
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EXPLANATORY STATEMENT OF THE ESTIMATES FOR THE SEVERAL BRANCHES OF THE 
MILITARY SERVICE FOR THE YEAR 1838. 


COMMUNICATED TO THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES DECEMBER 22, 1837. 


Department oF War, December 20, 1837. 


Sir: Your letter of the 16th instant, asking explanations in respect to certain items in the estimates 
of this department which are to be embraced in the bill for the support of the army, and requesting an 
answer on Monday last, did not reach the department till yesterday. 

The cause of the increase of the first, noted by you, that for subsistence, exclusive of that of officers, 
you will find accounted for in the enclosed letter of the commissary general of subsistence. 

The reason of an increased amount being asked for clothing for the army is explained in the 
accompanying report of the officer in charge of the Clothing bureau. 

The notes appended to the estimate of the acting quartermaster general, herewith transmitted, explain 
the necessity of the greater amount required for the transportation of troops and supplies, and show that 
the sum of ninety-two thousand dollars, asked for the incidental expenses of that department, is correct. 
The excess in the amount required for this branch of expenditure last year over that which is wanted for 
this was caused almost wholly by there having been included in the former the sum that was necessary 
to purchase horses for the purpose of nounting the second regiment of dragoons. 

Your desire for explanations in respect to the amounts estimated for arrearages, payable through the 
Second and Third Auditor’s offices, has reference, it is presumed, to the fact of there having been nothing 
asked last year for these payments through the first-mentioned office, while in the present estimates a 
considerable sum is specified; and to the circumstance of the increased amount put down as necessary for 
1838, for the like object, in the last-mentioned office. 

At the time when the estimate for the service of 1837 was made out, there was applicable to 
payments of the kind in question, through the Second Auditor’s office, a balance of an unexpended appro- 
priation, that rendered it unnecessary to ask for more. And at this time there is still left sufficient of this 
appropriation for the service of 1838, but which cannot be so applied, because by law it must revert to 
the surplus fund at the end of the present year. Hence the necessity of another appropriation for the 
Second Auditor’s office. A large unexpended balance, applicable in 1837 to these payments through the 
Third Auditor’s office, and there being no such balance to be made use of for the same object in 1838, 
accounts also for the difference in the estimates for that office. 

You express a wish for explanation in regard to the estimate for the taxes on the Passyunk arsenal 
also. I presume this wish arises from your not seeing this item in the annual estimates of last year, while 
you find it in those of the present. 

Congress having failed to make an appropriation for this object for the years 1835 and 1836, it was 
found, after the annual estimates were made up last year, that the taxes for those years were still due, 
and the matter was specially presented to the Committee of Ways and Means, which committee had the 
amount included in one of the appropriation bills, And it being recollected, before the estimates were 
completed this year, that the taxes for 1837 had not been provided for, and that a sum for this object 
would be necessary in 1838 also, the amount for both years was included in those estimates. 

Learning that you had called on the Ordnance office for explanations of the estimates for the service 
of that branch of this department, I transmit you a copy of its estimates, with explanations in detail, which 
will, I trust, prove satisfactory. 

Very respectfully, your most obedient servant, 


J. R. POINSETT. 


Hon. ©. ©, Camprecenc, Chairman of the Committee of Ways and Means, Tlouse of Representatives. 


BERRI IO LITE SESRCST Fae 
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OFFICE OF THE Commissary GENERAL OF SUBSISTENCE, Washington, November 21, 1837. 


Sir: I have the honor to accompany this with estimates for 1838. 





The first is for the probable amount required to subsist the regular troops................ $730,912 50 
ee SIN ices kA Kbdiice kes eaeee NAR G EERED PRO KRERIO RS eK Re UE 309,885 00 
Aggregating......... pevkias 4% eee eer ee eae :WeeEGbscwksees --o- 1,040,797 50 








This sum exceeds the estimate for 1837 $127,352 50, and arises from two causes, viz: the continued 
increase in the price of provisions and the addition of fifty per centum to the sugar and coffee ration issued 
to troops in the field, together with an occasional substitution of onions, potatoes, and other vegetables, 
for some of the former component parts of the ration, 

The second, for clerks’ salaries, exceeds the estimate of last year $580, occasioned by the act of 
Congress of March 3, 1837, authorizing an addition of ten per centum in some, and twenty per centum in 
other instances, to the regularly appropriated sums. 

The amount asked for contingent expenses of the office is precisely tne same as that for the present 
year. 

The compensation paid to the messenger of the office was merely authorized by an appropriation, and 
will require either an act of appointment or a like appropriation for 1838. 

Very respectfully, your most obedient servant, 
GEO, GIBSON, Commissary General of Subsistence, 

Hon. ‘ R. PoINsETT, Secretary of War. 





War Department, Clothing Bureau, Washington, December 20, 18387. 
.Sir: In obedience to your direction to explain why the estimate for clothing of the army, &c., is 
higher than it was the last year, I have the honor to report as follows: $95,000 of the amount estimated 
for is to make good the deficiencies of the present year. The balance, $318,299 03, is increased by one 
additional regiment of dragoons, and in consequence of there being no clothing or equipage on hand, as 
has been the case heretofore, and also by the estimate of last year not having been sufficiently full. The 
present estimate is made to meet the wants of the army, supposing each regiment to be filled to its legal 
establishment. 
With great respect, I have the honor to be your obedient servant, 
LL. WHITING, Major United States Army. 
Hon. J. R. Pornserr, Secretary of War. 


QUARTERMASTER GENERAL’S Orricr, Washington, October 27, 1837. 
Str: In compliance with your directions, I have the honor to submit herewith the following estimate 
of funds for the ensuing year: 
For the current service of the quartermaster’s department, and for special objects connected there- 
with, marked <A. 
For salaries of clerks and messenger, and for contingencies of the Quartermaster General’s office, 
marked B. 
The balance remaining of the ap propriation for contingencies of the army being deemed quite suf- 
ficient for the service of the next year, I do not present any estimate for that object. 
I am, sir, with high respect, your obedient servant, 
T. CROSS, Acting QVuartermaster General. 
Hon. J. R. Poryserr, Secretary of War. 





A. 
Estimate of funds for the current service of the quartermaster’s department for the year 1838. 


1. REGULAR SUPPLIES. 


For fuel. Aa NAPE ORS Hern RUts e thee ae eee tvateesx. eee 
For forare for the horses of officers, when required it 1 kind, and for horses, mules, 

and oxen, in the service of the quarterm: ster” s department at the various 

NS 545s EK edS EERE DAVES ed kee Kees 6 Lene waG + cas cde ares eRe 30, 000 
For forage for the horses of two BB eer ee ere rere ore 90, 000 
For straw for soldiers’ bedding......... Preyer rr rs Peewee cake eT ee re 3, 000 


For stationery, including company and other blank books for the ¢ army, certificates 
for discharged soldiers, blank forms for the pay and quartermaster’s depart- 
ments, and the printing of department orders, army registers, and general 
A LO ere Le EET Tey Se eT ee ee eee eS er 10, 000 
——— $203, 000 
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2. BARRACKS, QUARTERS, AND STOREHOUSES, &C, 


For repairing and enlarging barracks, quarters, storehouses, and hospitals, at the 

several posts; for erecting temporary cantonments at such posts as shall be 

occupied during the year, and gun-houses for the protection uf the cannon at 

the forts on the seaboard, including the necessary tools and materials for the 

objects enumerated, and for the authorized furniture for the barrack rooms of 

non-commissioned officers and soldiers............ err Te Te Te Tas Ff 
For rent of quarters for officers and barracks for troops at posts where there are 

no public buildings for their accommodation, and of storehouses for the safe- 

keeping of subsistence, clothing, &c.; and of grounds for summer canton- 

ments and encampments, and for military practice............. id hb hie ein 45, 000 

—— $95, 000 


3. TRANSPORTATION OF OFFICERS’ BAGGAGE. 


For mileage to officers, or the allowance made to them for transportation of their baggage 
when travelling on duty without troops................ ive piakseeke Ueeeetire canes 50, 000 


4, TRANSPORTATION OF TROOPS AND SUPPLIES. 


Of the army, including the baggage of troops when moving either by land or water; 

freights and ferriages; the “purchase or hire of horses, mules, oxen, carts, 

wagons, and boats for the transportation of troops and supplies and for gar- 

rison purposes, drayage, and cartage at the several posts, hire of teamsters, 

transportation of funds for the pay department, the expense of sailing a public 

transport between the posts on the Gulf of Mexico, and of procuring water 

at such posts as from their situation require it............ eres ee Tee ee $130, 000 
Of clothing from the depot at Philadelphia to the stations of the troops.......... 10, 000 
Of subsistence from the places of purchase and the points of delivery under con- 

tracts to such places as the circumstances of the service may require it to be 

re eee ee ere eS Pee S ANS k ee KEANE RAGS 20, 000 
Of ordnance, ordnance stores, and small arms, from the founderies and armories to 

the arsenals, fortifications, and frontier posts, and of lead from the western 


mines to the arsenals of construction........ ee ee ee ee eee 35, 000 
195, 000 
5, INCIDENTAL EXPENSES. 
For postage of letters and packets received by officers on public service. ; 13, 000 
For expenses of courts-martial and courts of inquiry, including the additional com- 
pensation of judge advocates, members, and witnesses, while on that service, 
under the act of the 16th of March, ee eee ee ee ee ee 10, 000 
For extra pay to soldiers employed in the erection of barracks and quarters, the 
construction of roads, and on other constant labor for a period of not less than 
ee aaa, Ger Ce MEL OF BaF Maret, LSID. «ois ck cece sccssccesccs 15, 000 
For expenses of expresses from the frontier posts ; of escorts to paymasters ; of 
the necessary articles for the interment of non-commissioned officers and 
soldiers, hire of laborers, compensation to clerks in the offices of the quarter- 
masters and assistant quartermasters at posts where their duties cannot be 
performed without such aid, and compensation to temporary agents in ore 
of dismantled works, and in the performance of other duties............ seta 14, 000 
For various expenditures necessary to keep the two regiments of dragoons com- 
plete, including the purchase of horses to supply “the place of those which 
may be lost and become unfit for service...........cccccecccvecsessvecses 40, 000 
~ a 92, 000 
I I 555i oni x new KORDA H ew RNS FEN Re RRs eee ewses ene | ae 


Nore.—The following items have been reduced below the estimate and appropriation for the present 
year, namely: 





ae aE EN Eee ek ead whee eee aw Kx Mie AMAA Sm pedee ke ote ale ile Gia ie aaa Sales pba $5, 000 
Expenses of courts-martial............... re Peer eT eT eer ee ee ere ina ei 10, 000 
Extra pay to soldiers ............ 1. eee e eee cece ee cece cence eee ceeees i: ne hnee 5, 000 
And the item for mounting the second regiment of dragoons altogether dispensed WH scares 85, 000 

OE STP ee eee TT PTT ee eee ET Cee TTT Eee own ae 








The item for transportation of subsistence has been necessarily increased $8,000, in consequence of 
the more frequent movement of provisions from post to post, after their delivery under contract, resulting 
from the movement of the troops, alterations in the strength of garrisons, and the occasional abandon- 
ment of posts. The expenditure under that head, during the present year, will have exceeded $25,000. 
For the next year it is estimated at $20,000. 

The item for transportation of ordnance, small arms, &c., has been increased $10,000, to meet the 
increased expenditure under that head, growing out of the distribution of the he savy stock of small arms 
which has accumulated at the national armories. The sum estimated for the present year for that object 
was $25,000, while the expenditures will have exceeded $40,000. For the next year this item is put at 
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$35,000, on the supposition that the operations will not be quite so extensive as they have been during 


the present. 


The result is a reduction of $87,000 in the aggregate of the estimate and appropriation for the 


present year for the current service of the department. 


Estimates for special objects. 


To complete the military road from Fort Howard, at Green Bay, to Fort Crawford, on the 


Mississippi river, by way of Fort Winnebago...... Seeees KSEOREERES RIERA RECESS 
To complete the erection of permanent barracks and quarters at Fort Leavenworth, on the 
frontier of Missouri, for four companies of dragoons, including stables for their horses, 
according to a plan approved by the Secretary of War......... reer s cence ewes 


Note.—The works at Fort Leavenworth have been commenced during the present season, by order 

of the Secretary of War, from the appropriation for the current service of the quartermaster’s depart- 
The detailed 

estimate, furnished by the superintendent, calls for $98,500, to complete the establishment according to 
As it is supposed that about $18,500 has been expended on this object from the 
general appropriation for the present year, that amount has been deducted from the estimate, leaving 
$80,000, for which a special appropriation will be necessary—the item for the repair and enlargement of 
barracks, in the general estimate, being altogether inadequate to meet such an expenditure as that 
The buildings in progress are of brick material upon stone 


ment, which contains an item for the repair and enlargement of barracks and quarters. 
the plan prescribed. 
contemplated at Fort Leavenworth. 
foundations, and will be of the most durable character. 


QvaRTERMASTER GENERAI’s OrrFice, Washington City, October 27, 18387. 





B. 


Estimate of salaries of clerks and messenger, and of contingent expenses of the Quartermaster General’s office, 


for the year 1838. 


One clerk at $1,600 per annum......... (RCE SCARED E NETRA RE WERSS OD 
One clerk at $1,200 per annum... ........2..cccccccee sovccescsess 

Four clerks at $1,000 per annum.............. erry Teer rere 
One messenger at $500 per annum............ smakews (éawnrver ae 


As per act of Congress of May 9, 1836. 


OR: cc eee CRS ONS HS kann deinie'cwmedee ‘ 


T. CROSS, Major, Acting Vuartermaster General. 


QvuARTERMASTER GENERAL’s Orrice, Washington City, October 27, 1837. 





Estimate for the service of the Ordnance department for the year 1838. 


(a) For the national armories.......... (eviewedes ievedeas Lepeaipeewns (epehkeeeens 
(6) For the armament of fortifications, viz: providing, in part, the cannon, howitzers, 
mortars, cannon balls, shells, gun-carriages, mortar beds, &c., for the fortifications com- 
pleted, and for those now erecting.............. oe eT eT ee on er reer 
(c) For the current expenses of the ordnance service, viz: 


Repairing small arms at the several arsenals and depots.............+-+e++. «+. $83, 550 
Repairing field artillery carriages....... ere rere eee eee T eT eT eT Tee Tre 12, 000 
Ordinary repairs to keep the public buildings in order at the several arsenals and 

sant OL OO Ee Te ERT Tee Tee er errr Siecowseres 13, 000 
Repairing and preserving military stores at arsenals and forts...........0e0se5 9, 000 
Providing ordinary military supplies for the army, including primers and primer 

cases for the dragoons.............. eT eee re Te Te Tee eee ee 13, 000 
Miscellaneous expenses at arsenals, including stationery, printing, fuel, forage for 

public horses, and other incidental expenses............00cceeceecceececes 11, 000 
For the purchase of three firee-ngines, with hose, buckets, &c., for use at the 

Frankford, Kennebec, and Washington arsenals. ..... NeW eeeecwe wwii 2, 500 
Expenses at the lead mines, viz: 
Compensation to persons employed in collecting rents, receiving and dis- 

tributing lead........ PO eT ee TLE eT TT eT TROT TS a 
Stationery, printing, fuel, &c..... fee BVENSRE eee CRN AS ieaeeks 450 

ssi 2, 000 


T. CROSS, Major, Acting Quartermaster General. 





$10, 000 


80, 000 


$360, 000 
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ie, NT . $96, 050 $560, 000 
For the payment of one superior practical mechanic and draughtsman, 
as model-master or superintendent of the model office, at $3 15 per 
peer Aiea hm wah ws PE ee eer Or Ee Ter $1, 170 
For the payment of the assistant mechanic to ditto, at $2 50 per day.. 780 
—— 1,950 
98, 000 
(d) For the purchase of 250 swords for the use of the cadets at the Military 
Academy at Weat Point, $10 each..............0000-- ron eee ee eee 2, 500 
ARSENALS, 
(e) Kennebec arsenal, Maine: 
For building a stone tower or addition to the main arsenal for the advantages of 
additional space, strength, and general convenience....... ore Te TT eer ee 4,900 
For repairing the arsenal, finishing the upper story for the reception of arms in 
racks, and for making the same...............00. rere reer ere tiene 2, 558 
For building carriage-makers’ and blacksmiths’ shops. .............0.00 022 e eee 14, 703 
For building stable for the accommodation of PN es be Kb ew SdWe ecw enee 1, 500 
For building an addition of stone to quarters No. 1, for kitchen, iii icscanns “we 1, 960 
For building ee i EY Nas owes debe eed ee secs seaeesecaeses 930 
For rebuilding and extending NE tthe SNTKRN AGW RARE Oe een ees és 2, 300 
For building culverts in the north and south ravines, (situated i in the lots recently 
purchased, ) and for filling up said ravines............. Mosetedesesceown : 3, 735 
we 32, 586 
(f) Watervliet, New York: 
For erecting a new arsenal building, 140 feet long, 40 feet wide, and three stories 
high, of stone and brick, with ~< See NIN j(abacens 21, 000 
For erecting two gun-carriage houses, each 180 feet long, 36 “feet wide, and one 
story high, of brick WO Ooi sees sen paenensnne nc cher enn ae dawn ns 12, 000 
For erecting an addition to the machine shop, 66 feet long, 36 feet wide, ‘and two 
stories “high, of stone and brick ..... eer OT eT TT Te eT eee Tere er 5, 500 
For completing grading of public grounds around the buildings, including those 
i i iy EC ET eT EEE TS EET ORCC TET TET eee eT eee eennes 500 
For repairing and painting quarters, barracks, storehouses, PN io 4 kas xs 700 
39, 700 
(g) Frankford, Pennsylvania: 
For completing the permanent enclosure of the grounds at this arsenal with a 
brick wall and coping, commenced in 1837................ ree TrerT eee 4, 000 
For repairs to buildings and reslating one of the buildings occupied as officers’ 
GRAEIOES WTR HOW BRIO. 2. oo icc ccc ccc eecicces Tere TTT ee err eee er 1, 000 
ee 5, 000 
(h) Pittsburg, Pennsylvania: 
For erecting @ timber shed, 100 by 30 feet; for erecting a gun-carriage shed, 100 
by 30 iis iccca save Se CEEE PRS RRO CAN ae nw eda nana cad 3, 000 
For purchasing and setting permanent iron skidding for the preservation of 
eee uw CARR AA RRA O KOR AYER ERREOEREAA AEA ORCC OURS 3, 000 
For the purchase of a tower clock for the ar a inst Hinaenercrasasaes : 300 
6, 300 
(i) Pikesville, Maryland: 
For the erection of a small brick laboratory, with the necessary fixtures.......... 2, 140 
For new floors for the cellars under the barracks and quarters, including work- 
manship and materials..... Pree Tee eer eT eee Tree eee ip teeweens ‘ 540 
For repairs to quarters, including a new roof to the piazza..... errr ere Ty ee 120 
2, 800 
(k) Fort Monroe, Virginia: 
For repairs of four casemate magazines............0-sceseceesece TT CTT eee 2, 000 
For additional machinery and fixtures to smiths and finishing shops............. 1, 500 
For repairs to timber sheds, workshops, and other buildings, new fences, &c... 1, 900 
For the construction of one shed for the preservation of gun-carriages and other 
finished articles........... (eee anaes westabsaeede ewes 1, 500 
6, 900 
(1) Washington city: 
For completing the filling up the marsh on the southeast and east fronts of the 
arsenal ground, between the sea wall and present shore, containing 30,000 
cubic yards of earth, at 35 cents per yard...... +b Reba wwe wks ‘emake 10, 500 
For constructing a smith’s and finishing shop at this post, 200 feet long by 36 feet 
wide, to contain 14 forges with bellows complete, including room for the steam- 
engine, tilt-hammer, and machinery for driving the same...........0..+06: 8, 000 
For the erection of a gun shed, 202 by 30 feet....... ee OCLC ET TET Tee TOT 2, 500 
For constructing new fences around the buildings at this post taxes rere axeue 1, 000 
For constructing piazza to public quarters ...... eo eT eee $1, 000 
RE RE UNS INCE a sis os ec chee ce tcee esas staseceesces 500 
(ee 1, 500 
I IG ka ck saw doncisseeicsnweinecus 23,500 153, T86 
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OE TOW isk ik wiki k cade xene esses’ $23,500 $753, 786 
For the erection of a model office of brick, with slated roof, 50 by 36 feet, 2 stories 
ee ees Oe ONIN as 5 ii kes dese vess ches bare ee aare i eeheueeserken 7, 000 
cm;:: Gah 
Norr.—In the act of appropriation approved May 14, 1836, page 50, acts Ist 
session 24th Congress, the sum of $231,502 was appropriated for arsenals, based 
upon the estimates (document No, 29, H. R., 24th Congress, Ist session) for the 
service of the ordnance department for tie year 1836. This estimate embraced 
the same sum for arsenals, viz: $231,502, and seems, from the above appropriation, 
to have been adopted without objection or alteration; thus clearly indicating the 
intention of Congress that the several provisions in the estimate for arsenals should 
be carried into effect. Among these provisions is one under the head for the arsenal 
in Washington city, viz: “For the purchase of a site and cost of construction of 
a new magazine and keeper’s house, $7,500.” And it thus appears to be the inten- 
tion of the act that this site should be purchased. Yet, on comparing the above 
act with the seventh section of that of May 1, 1820, it seems doubtful whether it 
would be perfectly legal to purchase the land, although agreeable to the provi- 
sions of the estimate, and evidently sanctioned by Congress in making the appro- 
priation. 
In conformity, therefore, with the act of May 1, 1820, a special law is re- 
quested, authorizing the purchase of the said magazine site. 
(m) Baton Rouge, Louisiana: 
For completing the powder magazine and quarters for enlisted and hired men at 
this post ........ [eabed Dawibs c ae Ore eC Te Te Tee Ce Te ee Terre 5, 700 
For building a stable for the DUONG BOPKES s 404.00 em ins oss eee Te Tee 700 
For constructing a timber shed, 105 feet long and 30 feet wide........ reer Te 2, 340 
For repairing aid new flooring the artillery shed.............. (svebWeeseenees 1, 248 
For making a road from the magazine to the river, purchase of two pumps, erecting 
new gates to the enclosures, and repairs to fences ......... eee ys ee eee 1, 300 
ae 11, 288 
(n) St. Louis, Missouri: 
For completing the stone wall for enclosing the arsenal grounds at this post.... 1, 031 
For finishing the fence to enclose the ground around the magazine.......... ... 380 
For filling up the low ground within the river wall and north side of the timber 
“cg ETO OO CECT TELE TERETE eee Teer ere eee ere 600 
For the completion of roads around the front of buildings within the area, and for 
SUPINOS PRIME OF HAVE BONE... oc cciccdcccedavsececsees Tee ee eee Tr 500 
For fitting up the machinery of the armory, tilt-hammer *, and smiths? shops...... 1, 200 
a 3, T11 
(6) Fayetteville, North Carolina: 
Towards completing the arsenal and other buildings near Fayetteville, North Caro- 
lina, under the act approved June 14, 1836........ LVRS DERE CRRENEAKERS sie 30, 000 
(p) Apalachicola, Florida: 
Towards completing the arsenal and other buildings in Florida, under the act ap- 
proved April 5, 1832........... eter ee eee eeawe eo ee oe 25, 000 
(q) Detroit, Michigan: 
For completing the additional officers’ quarters, grading the arsenal square and 
ground outside the surrounding wall, and for enclosing the public land re- 
served for the use of this arsenal, comprising 224 acres........... ReweK ee os 10, 000 
(r) Little Rock, Arkansas: 
Towards completing the arsenal and other buildings commenced at Little Rock.... 30, 000 
(s) Liberty, Missouri: 
For the completion of an ordnance depot and magazine at this place............ 10, 173 
(t) Memphis, Tennessee: 
For the completion of an ordnance depot and magazine at this post............ 13, 315 
(uw) Rome, New York: 
For painting the public buildings and repairs to quarters.............00e cece 1, 000 
————_ 119, 488 
(v) For the purchase and manufacture of light field artillery, viz: 
Fifteen 12-pounder light brass howitzers........ [RoR we RSS NES LENSER GEES 6, 600 
Seventy-five 6-pounder iron field cannon ......... eeKNeS eT err ee 6, 375 
Constructing fifty field artillery carriages with implements and equipments com- 
plete, ten 6- -pounder and eight 12- -pounder caissons, and six travelling forges.. 26, 978 
aameenen 39, 953 
(w) For the manufacture of 250 elevating machines for barbette and casemate carriages, for 
the batteries preparing in the gradual armament of fortifications................0000e 5, 000 
(x) For the purchase of 60 tons of grape shot for the fortifications il field service, $150 per 
ee eee ee rer LARC AE CLERC eR Ws per comes SNe RS Te CT eT TTT eT Te Te eee T, 500 
(y) For the purchase of gunpowder, viz: 
1,000 barrels of musket and 500 barrels of rifle powder, at $20 per barrel..............000 30, 000 
nermenincinaomessinang 


1, 001, 226 
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Recapitulation. 

Wor thie WAtIGAl GETIOTICS...4 66 ck cw ccc cee ccc ces bye eee aalatereieuct irate PE CAT ....-. $360, 000 
For the armament of fortifications.............. ee ee ee Anh Wane Ree kee stcecee So 
For the current expenses of the ordnance service...............006- pe te ths Leen ew eae 98, 000 
For the purchase of swords for the cadets................. eT TT eT eT Tor ee eee en eerTe 2, 500 
Be er errr T Pere are eee TT ee ere Peer re Csscnsesceces SOG aeae 
For the purchase and manufacture of light field artillery, &c................ pa chiemasiaes 39, 953 
For the manufacture of elevating machines............... Latte aa ceuwane ibnakwas 5, 000 
Se eee ee ee ee errr 7, 500 
For the purchase of gunpowder............ ee CT ee rere ey eee (ibviaiiea tian sawern 30, 000 

1, 001, 226 

NOTES. 


(a) The sum of $360,000, herein estimated for the national armories, is the same in amount as has 
been appropriated for those establishments since 1822, excepting only for two years, and is considered as 
necessary for the public interest now as on any former occasion. 

(b) In the report from this office of March 8, 1836, in answer to a resolution of the Senate, $17,840,249 

yas stated to be required to arm completely, and supply with munitions, all the fortifications then finished, 
progressing, or in contemplation by the board of engineers; but the armament of the forts and batteries 
more immediately required for the defence of the Atlantic frontier will require, it is estimated, about 
$3,000,000. 

By these statements the sum of $200,000, inserted in this estimate, is presumed to be small; yet, 
for want of officers, a greater sum could not be adv antageously expended during the year 1838. $50,000 
of this sum are intended for gun-carriages. 

(c) The sum of $98,000 has been inserted for the current expenses of the ordnance service. There 
is yet to be repaired, under this head, a large quantity of small arms, gun-carriages, and accoutrements, 
which have sustained injury in the Indian campaigns. 

To provide the various models, patterns, &c., directed by the sixth, seventh, and eighth paragraphs 
of the ordnance regulations, approved by the President of the United States on May 1, 1834, at least two 
able mechanics are required to be constantly engaged in that work. For that peculiar business the most 
skilful and, indeed, scientific mechanics are required. The sum of $1,950 inserted, it is thought, would 
be sufficient to command their services. 

(d) These swords have been asked for by the proper authority of the Military Academy for the use 
of the cadets in the practice of cavalry manceuvres. 

(e) Stores are now hoisted in the arsenal through trap-doors in each floor in the centre of the building. 
These, in consequence of the narrow dimensions of the rooms, occupy considerable space, which is entirely 
lost for the purpose of storage, being inconvenient and dangerous. 

A tower having a communication with each story would effectually remedy these objections, and 
greatly facilitate the reception or delivery of stores. 

The stone wall of the arsenal requires repointing for its preservation and to secure the building from 
dampness. The upper story should be finished immediately for the reception of a large quantity of arms 
now deposited in boxes, which require to be placed in racks. 

Since the erection of the carriage-makers’ and smiths’ shops in 1882, at this arsenal, which are small 
buildings, an officer had been directed to inspect the establishment, and report anything that might be 
required to make it an efficient place of arms in that section of the country. 

By his report, dated November 5, 1833, among other things, he recommends a change in the location 
of buildings, and their enlargement, on the supposition that the government succeed in the purchase of 
about twenty acres of land adjoining, which was deemed of the first importance to the successful operation 
of the arsenal. This land has been purchased under the act approved July 2, 1836, and now the period 
for the proposed change of the location has arrived. As it has been strongly recommended, both by 
the inspecting officer and the commander of the arsenal, there seems no doubt of its propriety, and it is 
therefore recommended by this office. 

The stable is a very necessary building, for the accommodation of a large number of working cattle 
and horses now at that post. 

The addition now attached to quarters No. 1 is objectionable on account of its being of wood, and 
therefore liable to danger from fire. It was originally erected as a cheap and temporary structure, (at 
the time very much needed, ) with the intention of replacing it, at some future period, with a stone building, 
when it could be removed and converted into quarters for mechanics. 

There are neither guard nor engine houses at the post, and both are very much needed ‘The engine 
should occupy a convenient building, accessible at a moment’s warning; and ‘accommodations are required 
for a guard to protect the public property at the post. 

In consequence of the river wall being located at some distance beyond the line of low-water mark, 
the dimensions of the wharf will be much diminished; and it is so narrow as to render it difficult and 
even unsafe for a vessel to moor alongside, breasting a rapid current, whilst receiving or discharging a 
cargo. The wharf also receiyed much damage from the ice last winter, which will require repair. 

Culverts are necessary in these ravines, for draining the upper lot and in filling them up. Good 
roads, with a regular ascent from the river to the magazine, can be easily constructed. 

(f) The accumulation of arms and every kind of stores pertaining to the business of the ordnance 
department at this post absolutely demands additional provision for storing and safe-keeping. A vast 
amount of property is now of necessity crowded into temporary and unsuitable buildings, without regard 
to distribution for examination, clanking, &c., and affording unsafe and inadequate protection, 

The old brick arsenal, east side of the canal, is dilapidated, and, from its situation on a street greatly 
travelled, it is found almost impossible to keep the property in order. Being subjected to the overflow 
of the river, from which it is situated twenty-five yards, the first floor has of necessity to be abandoned, 
and is besides, from dampness, an unfit place of deposit at all times. It is proposed to place the new 
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buildings now estimated for on the rising ground in the rear and west side of the canal; to which point, 
in a very short period, from the rapidly increasing density of population, and consequent exposure of the 
vast amount of property, it will doubtless be found expedient to remove all the buildings, except the 
water shops and their appendages. 

The estimate of last year has not been found quite sufficient for grading the grounds; and the pro- 
posed buildings will render the additional sum necessary. 

(g) This amount ($4,000) is required to complete the wall commenced in 1837. The greater part of 
what remained to be built will be more expensive than what has been done, on account of the difficulty 
of making a secure foundation on the marshy ground over which it passes. The estimate for repairs has 
reference especially to reslating one of the buildings occupied as officers’ quarters, which was originally 
covered with very bad slate, now become still more unsound. 

(h) The increased quantity of timber, and the increasing number of carriages, render more timber 
sheds necessary; and in mounting carriages, loading caissons, &c., which are now exposed frequently to 
storms, an open shed is required for their temporary shelter. 

Cast iron skids for cannon, having been found both convement and economical at places where they 
are used, are recommended to be adopted at this arsenal, and accordingly the estimate is made for the 
purpose of purchasing and setting a limited quantity. 

At this arsenal, where so many hired men are employed, a clock is required, by which the hours for 
labor may be regulated in a certain and uniform manner. 

(i) The erection of a laboratory at this post is deemed necessary in consequence of there being no 
suitable building for the preparation of ammunition. 

The new flooring of the cellars under the barrack, and repairs to the quarters, are considered neces- 
sary for the preservation of the buildings. 

(k) There are nearly 2,000 barrels of gunpowder recently manufactured and destined for that post; 
but, in consequence of the magazine being unfitted to receive them, and that it has been stated from the 
Enginecr department that it cannot effect the necessary repairs or alterations, the sum ($2,000) is em- 
braced in the estimate of this department to accomplish the object of repairs. 

The sum of $1,500 has been inserted for procuring new machinery for conducting the operations at 
the post, it being found that work can be performed more economically by machinery than by hand. 

The sum of. $1,900, embraced in this estimate, is for repairing several buildings, and making new 
fences to the yard in which the heavy cannon at this post are placed. 

There are no buildings belonging to the ordnance department at this post suitable for storing finished 
work. The officer in charge states that it would be economy to erect one shed for the storing of finished 
gun-carriages, where they could remain in good order until wanted. For the want of this shed a number 
of carriages have to be left out of doors, exposed to the weather. 

(7) The sum of $10,500 has been inserted for completing the filling up of the marsh at this arsenal. 
The lilting up of this marsh will be the means of reclaiming abont four acres of land, which will be 
inv aluable, both on account of the limited space belonging to the United States and the health of the 
place. The expense, however, is trifling, in comparison “to the benefit that will arise from effecting this 
desirable object. 

The present finishing and smiths’ shop is very old and in a partially ruined state; it is also contracted, 
and inconvenient in many other respects; and its location, in case of fire, is considered dangerous, being 
in the midst of valuable buildings. In consequence of these disadvantages, a new shop must be built, in 
any event, in a very short time, but is now recommended. 

The erection of a gun shed is deemed essentially necessary, as many gun-carriages have to be ex- 
posed to the open air for want of covering. 

The fences are much decayed, and require to be renewed. 

The erection of a model office is required to carry into execution the sixth, seventh, and eighth para- 
graphs of the ordnance regulations adopted by the President of the United States on the Istof May, 1834; 
this office being intended for the preservation (and constant reference to) of models, draughts, and 
patterns of every species of ordnance and ordnance stores used in the land service. 

(m) The position of Baton Rouge, on the Mississippi, as a depot for munitions of war, is one of the 
first importance for the security of that section of country; and it is from this view of the subject that 
the government determined to erect the magazine referred to under this head. The sum appropriated for 
this purpose, in consequence of the exorbitant prices of everything in that country, has, however, been 
found inadequate by the sum of $5,700, which is, accordingly, now asked for. As regards the stable, the 
timber shed, and the repairs and new flooring of the artillery shed, these are all objects of indispensable 
necessity, and the sums asked for to effect them are considered quite moderate. 

The same may be remarked of the proposed road, gates, pumps, enclosures, &ce. 

(rn) The sum of $1,031 seems to be necessary to complete the surrounding wall. The sum of $380 
is yet deficient for the object of finishing the magazine fence. The filling in of the low ground, the com- 
pletion and fitting up of the tilt-hammer machinery, are all necessary objects to be accomplished in pro- 
gressing with the completion of that arsenal. 

(0) The sum of $30,000, herein estimated, in addition to the amount on hand, can be advantageously 
expe nded during the year 1838 towards the comple tion of the works authorized under the act of June 14, 
1836, to establish an arsenal of construction in the State of North Carolina. 

(p) The sum of $25,000, herein referred to, is considered sufficient for the operations of this arsenal 
for the year 1838, to carry into effect the intentions of the act approved April 5, 1832. 

(7) For completing the quarters, grading the grounds, and enclosing them, the sum of $10,000, 
herein asked for, is considered very reasonable 

(r) The act of July 2, 1836, appropriated only $14,000 for building an arsenal in Arkansas; yet the 
report from this office, in answer to inquiries on this subject, stated that about $43,000 was the minimum 
sum for such an object. The officer superintending the work reports $30,000 to be necessary, in addition 
to the appropriation of 1836, and this sum is, accordingly, asked for, for the year 1838; but, owing to the 
high price of everything in that section of country, it is obvious that a still greater sum will be required 
to complete that arsenal, especially as its location on the frontier of a large body of Indians and of Texas 
gives it a character of importance which it could not otherwise assume. 

(s) With regard to tht additional sum of $10,173, herein asked for, nearly the same remarks apply 
as to the addition to the Little Rock arsenal. It requires much more than was authorized under the act 
of July 2, 1886—viz: $14,000—though it may not be necessary to make it so large, in consequence of its 
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vicinity to the St. Louis arsenal, and the facilities of approaching it by the Missouri river; yet, as a depot, 
without the means of repair or construction, it should be large enough to meet any emergency which 
might arise on the frontier of a large body of Indians. 

(¢) With regard to Memphis, Tennessee, it is found, in order to make it a place of sufficient capacity 
as a place of depot, this additional sum of $13,315 is necessary. 

(w) The painting and repairs herein referred to are considered very necessary for the preservation of 
the buildings. 

(v) With regard to the six-pounder guns and twelve-pounder howitzers referred to, when all the 
issues have been made which are now directed, there will remain but a small number of these in depot. 
As they are pieces the most in use of all others, it is necessary to have a constant supply. The carriages 
are also required for these picces. 

(w) The elevating machines are necessary in the gradual armament of the forts. 

(x) With regard to the grape shot, none have been procured since the war with Great Britain. The 
supply on hand is small, and of very inferior quality; and, as a measure of caution and preparation, the 
above quantity is asked for. 

(y) At the time of the late purchase of gunpowder, no musket powder was obtained, as it was 
supposed there was a sufficient quantity on hand of old manufacture. Since, however, great quantities 
of this, as well as of rifle powder, have been used in the Indian campaign, and the supply herein asked 
for is, in consequence, necessary. 

GEO. BOMFORD, Colonel of Ordnance. 

OrpNANCE OFrice, Washington, November 8, 1837. 





25rH Conaress. | No. 750. [2p Session. 








STATEMENT OF THE BALANCE DUE ON THE CLAIMS OF MASSACHUSETTS FOR MILITIA 
SERVICES AND EXPENDITURES DURING THE WAR OF 1812. 


COMMUNICATED TO THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES DECEMBER 27, 1837. 


War Department, December 23, 1837. 


Sir: In compliance with a resolution of the House of Representatives of March, 1836, I have examined 
the claims of the State of Massachusetts for militia services and expenditures during the late war with 
Great Britain, and have now the honor to report: 

The original amount of these claims was $843,349 60, which, by a payment of $11,000 in 1817, and 
one of $419,748 26 in 1831, was reduced to $412,601 384, which is still claimed. Of this sum it appears, 
upon applying the same principles which have governed this department in the settlement of similar 
claims made by other States, there will be due $272,716 14, of which $45,539 66, being for arms and 
accoutrements purchased by the State, arms, &c., to the value of that amount, must. be charged to the 
State and be withheld from its quota, under the act of 1808, for arming and equipping the militia; and 
all warlike stores remaining in the State which are paid for by the general government must be delivered 
up to the possession and use of the United States. 

Very respectfully, your most obedient servant, 
J. R. POINSETT. 

Ifon. James K. Pox, Speaker of the House of Representatives. 


25rH Conaress. ] No. 751. [2p Sessron. 





ON CLAIM OF A COMPANY OF VERMONT MILITIA, NOT MUSTERED INTO THE SERVICE 
OF THE UNITED STATES, FOR COMPENSATION FOR SERVICES AT THE BATTLE OF 
PLATTSBURG, IN 1814. 


COMMUNICATED TO THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES DECEMBER 28, 1837. 


Mr. Kemsie, from the Committee on Military Affairs, to whom was referred the petition of Captain Othniel 
Jewett, of the State of Vermont, in behalf of himself and others, submitted the following report: 


The petitioner states that he commanded a company of militia in the State of Vermont, which, on 
the proclamation of General Macomb for volunteers, repaired to Plattsburg in September, 1814, and were 
there mustered in a regiment commanded by Colonel Jesse Lyman; that they served nine days, took some 
prisoners, and had an action with the enemy at a place called Pipe’s Cantonment, three or four miles from 
Plattsburg; that from the urgency of the occasion no muster-rolls were made out, and he is, therefore, 
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unable to offer any other evidence of the service than his own and the depositions of some of the men 
who served under him. He further states that the service was a very hard one during the time that it 
lasted, and it is therefore that he considers himself and his men entitled to compensation. Although the 
committee have no reason to question the veracity of the petitioner, they are of opinion that, no enrol- 
ment having taken place, the allowance of this claim would sanction a principle which might lead here- 
after to the most exorbitant frauds upon the government, and they would, therefore, recommend the 
adoption of the following resolution: 
Resolved, That the prayer of the petitioner should not be granted. 








25tH Concress. | No. 752. [2p Sesston. 





ON CLAIM OF JAMES RIGDEN, PREDICATED ON PROMISES MADE BY HIS COMMANDING 
OFFICER, FOR COMPENSATION FOR SERVICES AS A SPY DURING THE WAR OF 1812, 
WHICH SUBJECTED HIM TO GREAT PERIL AND SUFFERINGS IN THE HANDS OF THE 
ENEMY. 


COMMUNICATED TO THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES DECEMBER 28, 1837. 


Mr. Mason, of Ohio, from the Committee on Military Affairs, to whom was referred the petition of James 
Rigden, reported: 


That the petitioner, in his statement, says that in September, 1813, then being a sergeant in Colonel 
Winfield Scott’s regiment of artillery, stationed at Fort George, Upper Canada, he was told by his colonel 
that the commanding general wanted a confidential and capable man to pass into the enemy’s camp, then 
four miles off, on a service of great importance and difficulty, which, if successfully performed, the com- 
manding general would cause to be amply rewarded in money and by a commission; that the petitioner 
accepted the employment on the terms proposed, and was the same night passed beyond the chain of 
American sentinels by his colonel, and the next morning denounced as a deserter. In this assumed 
character the petitioner states that in the dark, at infinite hazard, he approached the British outposts, was 
received, and sent up to headquarters. At first he had every prospect of being sent to the rear as a 
deserter, and thence succeeding in his perilous mission; but a real deserter from the American army came 
in, and threw a suspicion on the petitioner by stating that he had long been one of Colonel Scott’s most 
confidential sergeants; that the petitioner was immediately seized as a spy, and ironed and sent to a 
dungeon in Quebec. After nine months of confinement, and the daily apprehension of being tried and 
executed as a spy, the British governor sent petitioner in a transport ship, called the Bostock, for England; 
but the ship had to touch at Halifax, in order to join the grand convoy bound to England. Arriving at 
Halifax, petitioner found there the American cartel called the Perseverance, which had brought a number 
of British prisoners to be exchanged for Americans. The petitioner, just before the sailing of the two 
vessels, at the imminent hazard of his life, eluded the vigilance of his guard, and got on board the Perse- 
verance. Thus by this successful hazard the petitioner, just six weeks from the time he left Quebec, was 
enabled to report himself in person for duty with his company in Upper Canada. 

The petitioner further states that he has served four enlistments in the army, and has entered on the 
fifth; he has grown old, and has a family to support. Having received no pecuniary compensation for 
the dangers and the sufferings he has described, he prays to have such reward as may be just and reason- 
able. 
Annexed to this petition is a certificate of Major General Scott, who states that the material facts in 
the petition are true; that the story of petitioner’s sufferings and adventures whilst in captivity as a spy 
are believed to be true. A letter from General N. Towson to the Hon. Thomas Corwin, dated December 
15, 1837, has been laid before the committee. It corroborates some of the statements of the petition. 

The committee, through one of its members, have received a letter from the Third Auditor, dated 
December 22, 1837, in reply to one asking information on the subject-matter of the petition. To this 
letter the committee refer, and ask that it may be considered as part of this report. The committee, 
having considered the whole case, recommend the adoption of the following resolution: 

Resolved, That the petitioner is not entitled to relief. 


Treasury Department, Third Auditor’s Office, December 22, 1837. 

Sir: I have had the honor of receiving your letter of the 18th instant, with the petition of James 
Rigden and papers in support thereof, for the purpose of ascertaining from me whether any application 
has been made at this office by the petitioner, or any other person in his behalf, for compensation for the 
services specified in the petition; and if so, what was the result of such application. And you further 
ask me to favor you with any suggestion or information I can communicate touching this case which may 
assist the committee in coming to a proper decision on the application. I have accordingly to state that 
no specific application appears to have been made by the petitioner, or any other person in his behalf, 
for compensation for the services specified in the petition, except so far as may be inferred from the 
following statement: An application in his behalf was made in 1830 by Lieutenant J. I’. Lane, of the 
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United States army, accompanied by a letter from General Scott, on the subject of his secret service, 
and one from himself, (copies of which are enclosed,) in which he stated the fact of his secret service, 
and claimed his pay, rations, and clothing, from September 1, 1818, to June, 1814. An examination was 
accordingly made, and he was found to have enlisted May 1, 1812, for the period of five years, and was 
discharged September 9, 1814, “in consequence of extraordinary services rendered his country.” He was 
mustered and paid as a sergeant on the rolls of Captain Archer’s company by Paymaster Rees to June 
30, 1813, after which he could not be found on the rolls of the 2d artillery. He was paid by Paymaster 
Merchant, on separate account, from June 30, 1813, to September 9, 1814, the date of his discharge, with 
three months’ gratuitous pay, and an allowance for travelling from the place of discharge to Georgetown, 
District of Columbia, the place of his residence. His clothing he also received, as appears from an 
indorsement by the deputy commissary on the certificate of his discharge. It was also found, from the 
accounts of D. Chever, contractor, that he drew, in September, 1814, at Albany, his subsistence for the 
whole period that he was absent and beyond the date of his discharge, say from September 17, 1813, to 
September 16, 1814. He had, therefore, received everything that he was entitled to. But it was further 
found that in 1816 he came to the seat of government, and on his deposition that he had not received 
pay beyond June 30, 1813, and that he had been employed, he obtained a settlement, as sergeant, from 
-aymaster Clark, for his pay from the above date to July 31, 1814, being thirteen months, at $11 per 
month, amounting to $143, thereby claiming and receiving that whole sum over and above his due. In 
obtaining that settlement, he must have withheld his discharge, (on which is his receipt in full, as appears 
in the Bounty Land office, where his warrant for land issued in December, 1821,) in lieu of which he 
produced to the paymaster a certificate as to the payment made to him June 30, 1813, by Paymaster 
Rees, and a certificate given to him by Major Hindman, August 22, 1814, previous to his discharge, which 
he must also have retained when he got his discharge, which was predicated on a new certificate from 
Major Hindman. With the papers there is also a certificate from Major Kearsley, vouching for his faith- 
fulness, and identifying him as a soldier and non-commissioned officer. On these papers a settlement was 
made by the paymaster. His claim, as preferred in 1830, was accordingly rejected in this office. 

He is found to have again enlisted October 5, 1814, in the corps of artillery, for five years; and from 
the adjutant general’s certificate, on file in this office, he appears to have deserted from the late Captain 
Riddle’s company August 25, 1815. 

The petition and papers are herewith returned. 

With great respect, &c., 
PETER HAGNER, Auditor. 
fon. S. Mason, of the Committee on Military Affairs, House of Reps. 
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REPORT OF THE SECRETARY OF WAR, WITH PLANS FOR THE DEFENCE AND PROTECTION 
OF THE WESTERN FRONTIERS OF THE UNITED STATES, AND STATEMENTS OF THE 
NUMBER OF INDIANS AND WARRIORS ON THOSE FRONTIERS. 


COMMUNICATED TO THE SENATE JANUARY 3, 1838. s 


Ix Senate or tHe Unirep States, October 11, 183 


On motion by Mr. Linn, 

Resolved, That the Seeretary of War be directed to submit to the Senate, as soon after the meeting 
of the next Congress as practicable, a plan for the protection of the western frontier of the United States 
against Indian aggression; designating the points to be permanently occupied by garrisons; the auxiliary 
stations for reserves and deposits of munitions, arms, and other supplies; the routes to be established for 
the purpose of maintaining a safe and prompt intercourse between the several stations, and from these 
with the depots in the interior; and, finally, the minimum force which, in his opinion, will be required to 
maintain peace among the several tribes, and cause our border settlements to be respected. Also, to 
report, as far as the same can be ascertained, the number of Indians who will be in the occupancy of the 
country west and north of the States of Louisiana, Arkansas, and Missouri, and the number of warriors 
they may, collectively, be able to bring into the field, or such other plans as he may think proper; and 
what progress has been made in the location of the milicary road. 

Attest: 
ASBURY DICKINS, Secretary. 





DerartMent or War, December 30, 1837. 


Sir: In answer to the resolution of the Senate, in relation to the protection of the western frontiers 
of the United States, I have the honor to transmit the accompanying reports of the Chief Engineer and 
the Acting Quartermaster General, together with a report of the Commissioner of Indian Affairs. That 
expected from General Gaines will be sent as soon as it is received. 

In presenting these documents, which are ably drawn up, and contain full and satisfactory informa- 
tion on all the topics embraced by the resolution, I might have considered my duty fully discharged, had 
not other plans been previously recommended, which I regard as entirely inefficient, but which have 
received, in some measure, the sanction of Congress. A survey has been directed to determine the line 
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of a road which it is contemplated shall extend from some point upon the Upper Mississippi to Red river, 
passing west of Missouri and Arkansas; and it is proposed to place a cordon of temporary posts of ordi- 
nary construction along it, as a sufficient measure for the defence of that part of the country. In pur- 
suance of the orders of Congress, officers have been appointed to perform that duty, and upon their report 
being received measures will be taken to carry into effect the intentions of Congress, unless, upon a 
deliberate review of the whole matter, some more eligible plan of defence shall be adopted. My own 
opinion has been, from the time I first considered the subject, that such a chain of posts strung along the 
best road that can be constructed, furnished with all the means to operate, and with coimpetent garrisons 
to occupy them, is not calculated to afford that protection which the border States have a right to expect 
from the government, nor to redeem its pledge to protect the emigrant tribes from the savage and warlike 
people that surround them. The only possible use of such a road would be to facilitate occasional com- 
munications between the posts in time of peace. Supplies would not be transported along it, for they 
must be brought from the interior. Suecors could not reach the posts by that direction, for they would 
be furnished by the militia within the line; and any attempt to concentrate the forces composing the gar- 
risons in the event of an outbreak would probably be attended with disastrous consequences, for the 
troops, whose route must be well known, would be exposed to be attacked and destroyed in detail. The 
enemy, having nothing to dread on their flanks or rear, might approach this road without risk, and attack 
the detachments on their line of march before they could concentrate their forces so as to offer an effec- 
tual resistance. 

After mature reflection, I am of opinion that military posts ought to be established and kept up within 
the Indian Territory in such positions as to maintain peace among the Indians and protect the emigrant 
and feebler tribes against the stronger and more warlike nations that surround them —which the United 
States are bound to do by treaty stipulations. To withdraw those which now exist there woald be to 
violate our faith, as there is reason to apprehend that it would be the signal of war. Persons well 
acquainted with that country assure us that war would break out among the Indians “just so soon as the 
troops are removed from those posts,” and all accounts from that quarter confirm that impression. 

Independently of the military protection which the existence of these posts in the interior of the Indian 
country afford to the emigrating tribes, and the good they are calculated to effect by the beneficial influ- 
ence the officers are enabled to exert over the surrounding Indians, they more effectually cover and pro- 
tect the frontier than ten times the number of fortresses strung along in one line could do. 

With the very limited knowledge of that country as yet in possession of this department, it appears 
to me that six or seven permanent exterior posts would be sufficient to preserve the peace of that frontier. 
It will be necessary at the same time to establish at convenient points an interior line of posts, to serve 
as places of refuge for the inhabitants in periods of danger and alarm, until the militia can march to 
their succor from the interior and the troops be put in motion upon the rear of the invaders, Eight of 
these would be amply sufficient, from which patrols might be kept up along the frontier to enforce the 
intercourse laws. Both descriptions of forts should be so constructed as to be defended by a small 
garrison, and in a manner that each part may be successfully maintained against a very superior for, 
both during the time the whole is being completed, and in the event of any portion of it being burnt or 
This arrangement would require the establishment of a few depots of arms and supplies, 


destroyed. 
The accompanying skeleton map (marked 


from which communications should be opened to the posts. 
No. 1) presents a view of the relative positions of the posts and depots, and of the communications from 
them to the line of defence for the speedy transportation of succors and supplies. A regular force of five 
thousand men would be sufficient to garrison these posts, and with a competent reserve at Jefferson 
Barracks, and an effective force at Baton Rouge, would, I think, both insure the safety of the western 
frontier, and enable the government to fulfil all its treaty stipulations, and preserve its faith with the 
Indians. I would recommend, as an important auxiliary to this system of defence, the organization of an 
efficient volunteer force to be raised in each of the frontier States; the men to be mustered into service 
for a certain term of time, the officers to be appointed according to their State laws, and to be instructed 
a certain number of days in each vear by the regular officers of the United States army at the posts 
within the States, and to receive pay during that period. In this manner an efficient corps of officers 
may be created, and a body of volunteers be at hand to march to the succor of the border settlers and 
repel the invaders, whenever they are called upon by the proper authority. 

I venture to hope, if these measures are adopted by Congress, and carried into effect at an early day, 
so as to anticipate any hostile movement of the Indians, peace will be preserved on our western borders; 
but if they should, unfortunately, be delayed until the discontent which exists among many of the tribes 
breaks out into open hostility, and the first movements of that wild and warlike people prove successful, 
as they infalibly would do in our present unprepared state, it might require double the force and quad- 
ruple the means I have here indicated to restore and preserve peace along that extended frontier. 

All which is respectfully submitted. 

J. R POINSETT. 


Hon. R. M. Jounsoy, President of the Senate. 


ENGINEER Depvarrment, October 31, 1837. 
Sir: In compliance with your instructions, I have the honor to submit herewith a project for the 
defence of the western frontier of the United States, prepared in conformity with the resolution of the 
House of Representatives of the 11th instant on that subject. 
I have the honor to be, very respectfully, sir, your most obedient servant, 
C. GRATIOT. 


Hon. J. R. Potnsert, Secretary of War. 
’ y 
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Project for the defence of the western frontier of the United States, bounded as follows, viz: 


Beginning at the mouth of the Sabine river, on the Gulf of Mexico, and running up said river to its 
intersection with the meridional territorial line; thence along this line by Texas to its junction with the 
Red river; thence along the western boundary of Arkansas and Missouri to the mouth of the Kansas; 
thence up the Missouri river to its union with the north boundary of the State of Missouri; and thence 
following the external line of the territory over which the Indian title has been extinguished to Lake 
Superior, by the country to which the tribes east of the Mississippi have been removed, and which is in 
part still occupied by aborigines. 

This line, the development of which cannot be precisely stated, but which is not short of 2,000 miles, 
will, on account of the physical natare of the country it crosses, and the relations to be entertained with 
the people beyond it, be divided into three sections, for each of which a particular system of defence 
ought to be considered, viz: the southern, embracing Texas on two sides; the middle, from Red river to 
the Great Platte; and the northern, passing through the regions east of the Missouri river and north of 
the Platte. 

first section.—Texas is in the occupancy of a people with whom the United States entertain the 
closest relations of friendship, which it is believed can never be interrupted, and but for the peculiarity 
of her position in reference to another neighbor, and the fact that the northern frontier of her territory is 
but sparsely settled, and consequently unable to resist or prevent the passage of an Indian war party on 
its way to strike at our people, the presence of a military force near her eastern frontier, other than what 
is required to enforce the revenue laws, would hardly be needed. Circumstanced as she is, however, both 
as regards her political relations, and having a large numeral force of Indians to the north, whose 
disposition to aggression is well understood, the occupancy of some convenient positions within 
striking distance of the lines of communication to and from her northern frontier is rendered of primary 
necessity. The positions to be occupied, and the force at each, must be regulated by circumstances 
to be developed by time, and the knowledge yet to be acquired of the country as regards the facilities 
it may be made to afford for prompt movements and easy transportation of supplies. For the present, the 
force should be limited to what seems to be absolutely wanted to maintain the neutrality of our territory 
on one side, and on the other restrain the rising disposition of the Indian hordes further north from 
breaking out into open hostilities; and be so posted as to be able to concentrate at, or afford 
relicf to, any given point in the shortest time. Before, however, a system of positions and com- 
munications can be adopted with any certainty of attaining those indispensable conditions, the country 
on both sides of the territorial line should be carefully examined by skilful topographers, with a view to 
ascertain the points of easiest access and the best location for the establishment of posts and routes of 
communication, either by water or overland. In the meantime the navigable streams tributary to the 
Mississippi, from which the principle supplies are to be drawn, should be freed of their obstructions to the 
head of navigation; the Sabine, which is kuown to furnish a good navigation, should in like manner be 
cleared; the posts of Jesup and Towson put in a state of defence, and the roads leading from the interior 
of Louisiana to the crossings of the Sabine be also put in order. These preliminaries being accomplished, 
it is believed the frontier along this section could be kept quiet by the presence of a moderate force, not 
to exceed three regiments of infantry, three companies of light artillery, and eight troops of light cavalry, 
which aight safely be reduced one regiment of infantry and one company of artillery on the return of 
better times to Texas. This force should be posted, one regiment of infantry and one company of artillery 
at Jesup; one regiment of infantry, four troops of cavalry, and one company of artillery at Towson, which 
post will constitute the extreme left of defence for the middle division, and will accordingly be again 
adverted to; and the remainder, as a reserve, at Baton Rouge, from which point it could, as the necessity 
of the noment required, be transported in steamers, at any season of the year, in two days to Natchitoches, 
on its way to Jesup, in four to Towson, and in about the same time to the crossing of the road from 
Natchitoches to Nacogdoches, on the Sabine. 

And if at any time the service of this reserve should be reyuired in Arkansas, it could be landed 
opposite Memphis, in Tennessee, where the national road towards Little Rock begins, in four days, at 
most. It could also relieve Mebile and Pensacola in less than three. 

From the foregoing statement, the importance of a strong reserve at Baton Rouge for the purposes of 
prompt relief is made manifest. The advantages of this position should not, therefore, be overlooked in 
maturing a system of frontier protection. 

Second or middle section. —The country beyond this line is mostly elevated and free from marshy 
ground; is abundantly watered, thinly wooded, healthy, and has been assigned for the permanent residence 
of the tribes which have been or are to be removed from the States and Territories east of the Mississippi, 
and is still occupied by the aborigines originally found within its limits. In numbers they count, according 
to some estimates, ove hundred and thirty-one thousand, and can send to the field twenty-six thousand two 
hundred warriors. As yet no community of feeling, except of deep and lasting hatred to the white man, and 
more particularly to the Anglo-Americans, exists among them; and, unless they coalesce, no serious difficulty 
need be apprehended from them. Not so, however, should they be induced to unite for purposes offensive 
and defensive; their strength would then become apparent, create confidence, and, in all probability, induce 
them to give vent to their long-suppressed desire to revenge past wrongs, which is restrained, as they 
openly and freely declare, by fear alone. That such a union will be formed at no distant day we have 
every reason to believe, and the period may be accelerated by their growing wants and the policy of 
Mexico to annoy Texas and raise an impenetrable barrier in the direction of her frontier. 

In consideration, then, of the number of these people, the nature of the country they possess to operate 
in, the extent of our border settlements and their defenceless condition, it behooves the United States to 
take timely measures to give permanent security to that frontier. ; 

This desirable object can, it is apprehended, alone be effected by the intervention of a strong 
restraining military force, judiciously posted both in and near the territory of the Indian, or by his ultimate 
civilization, and its attendant division and tenure of real property in his individual right. [ ntil, however, 
the latter is accomplished, the first must be applied as the only immediate conservative, Having arrived 
at this conclusion, the next questions are: What shall this force be, how posted, and what auxiliary lines 
of communication should be established to secure to it the means of supply, relief, and rapid movement ? 
To each of these answers will briefly be attempted. ; ; 

1. The left of the line of principal positions to be occupied on this division of the frontier will, as 
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before stated, rest on the Red river, at Towson, the stationary and auxiliary force for which is put down 
at two regiments of infantry, two companies of artillery, and eight troops of dragoons. The next and 
most important position to be occupied is on the Arkansas, beiow the Canadian, and this is selected because 
of its commanding influence over the country in front, and the ease with which lines of communication to 
it may be established by roads from the interior of Arkansas and Missouri, and by improving the navigation 
of the main river and its principal tributaries above. This position is central, or nearly so, to the front 
that will be presented by the most numerous and warlike tribes, which have been and are to be removed, 
and who are known to entertain enmity to our people, and consequently require the presence of an 
imposing force to hold them in check. This force, it is thought, should not be less than two regiments of 
infantry, one regiment of dragoons, and two companies of light artillery, supported by two reserves: one 
posted at Little Rock, and consisting of one regiment of infantry and one company of artillery; and the 
other at Jefferson Barracks, consisting of two regiments of infantry and two companies of artillery. The 
first might, as occasion required, he pushed either up the Arkansas, across the country to Towson, or to 
any other point on the frontier; and the second, in like manner, overland towards the central position on 
the Arkansas, or to any other point north, as far as the Missouri river; and by water, during the navigable 
seasons, to any part of the country bordered by that river. This latter reserve conld also, in seven days, 
by steamers, be landed at Natchitoches, and in five at St. Peter’s. The next position in point of prominence 
and importance to be occupied, and which will be the extreme right of this section, is on the Missouri, as 
near the Great Platte, but north of it, as circumstances will admit. The object to be fulfilled by the 
presence of a force at this point is mainly to restrain within proper bounds the aborigines residing on the 
waters of the latter river and those occupying the country to the north, and prevent their disturbing the 
quiet secured by treaty to the tribes further south, and also, in connexion with the force planted at St. 
Peter’s, to hold in check the stationary and roving tribes that oecupy the unceded territory between the 
Missouri and Mississippi rivers. The force for this place should not be less than one regiment of infantry, 
two troops of cavalry, and one company of artillery; making, in the aggregate, for the middle division, a 
necessary force of eight regiments of infantry, two regiments of dragoons, and eight companies of artillery. 
This force includes the reserve at Baton Rouge and the garrison at Towson. 

2. In addition to three positions already designated, there should be established subsidiary stations, 
to be garrisoned by detachments from the former, where should be deposited such supplies as may be 
necessary for the troops that may have occasion to visit them while on reconnoitring excursions or any 
other service. The selection of their locality should have reference to the facilities with which they can 
be relieved or reached from the interior, as well as from the posts on either side. Two of these stations 
ought to be established in the chain of mountains lying between the Red river and the Arkansas, two others 
between the latter river and the Kansas, another near the mouth of the latter river, and another between 
it and the Platte; and, for the purpose of deterring incursions south of Towson through the Texan terri- 
tory, an additional one, to be garrisoned from the reserve at Baton Rouge, might advantageously be 
established in the neighborhood of the Caddo agency or Coats’s bluff, on the Red river, which is repre- 
sented as a good site for the object—making altogether three principal stations and six lesser ones, on the 
first and second sections, to guard against Indian ageression. Each of these should be provided with the 
requisite number of quarters for officers and men, store-rooms, shops, stables, &e., arranged in a quad- 
rangular or any other form required by the nature of the ground, to satisfy the conditions of good defence, 
preper ventilation, and easy intercommunication, the whole to be covered by lines of defence, which must 
be determined by the locality and the arms employed; a bastioned square or higher polygon, according 
to circumstances, with advanced works, is recommended. For the manner of distributing the quarters, 
&c., within the lines of defence, the plan prepared and submitted to the Secretary of War in March last 
is referred to. ‘To this the preference is given over a cantonment in the form of a hollow square, recom- 
mended by some officers, both on account of the greater compactness it admits of in the distribution of 
the accommodation and the comparative ease with which such an arrangement may be defended. 

When it can be done, due economy and a sense of greater security would seem to require that 
all buildings planted in an Indian territory should be constructed of imperishable and incombustible 
materials 

3. Lines of communication.—These will be by water and overland ‘Those by water will be up the 
ted, Arkansas, Maramec, Missouri, and Osage rivers, and those overland will be found traced in carmine 
on the accompanying map, to which reference is made tor their number and direction, as well as for the 
points they are intended to connect, viz: 

First. From the auxiliary station at Little Rock, where an arsenal is now under construction, south- 
east along the right bank of the Arkansas, to the town of Napoleon, at its mouth; northeast to Memphis, 
opposite which a landing in Arkansas is established by the United States road, which begins at that point; 
northeastwardly, by Jackson, St. Genevieve, and Herculaneum, to Jefferson Barracks, with a branch west 
of Big river to the same point; north of the Arkansas river to the mouth of the Canadian; west to the head- 
waters of Poteau river, and thence, on both sides of this stream, to the subsidiary posts planted between 
Red and Arkansas rivers; and southwest to Washington, and thence to Towson to the west, and Coats’s 
bluff to the south. 

Second. From Cape Girardeau, Missouri, through the populous counties of Girardeau and Madison, 
in that State, aud those of Carroll and Washington, in Arkansas, via Talbot, &c., to the mouth of the 
Canadian. 

Third. From Jefferson Barracks, north of the Missouri, via St. Charles, Chariton, and the mouth of 
Grand river, to the Platte; south of the Missouri, via Jefferson City, mouth of the Kansas, or arsenal in 
its vicinage, subsidiary post on the great Nemahaw, to the Platte, having two branches at Jefferson City, 
one running north, to intersect the road north of the Missouri, and the other to the subsidiary post on the 
Osage river; and southwest, via Rogerstown, alias Bentonville, (at which place commences the Missouri 
State road to the southwest corner of the State,) to the mouth of the Canadian, having, from Delaware 
village, a branch to first subsidiary post north of the Arkansas. Most of the routes for the two latter 
States are already established, either by the United States or the State within which they are found. 

Fourth. From Coats’s bluff, in Louisiana, via the point where the boundary line strikes the Red 
river, across said river, to intersect the road from Washington; thence to Towson, and from the latter to 
the Platte, through the chain of posts recommended. It is firmly believed that these lines of communication, 
together with those indicated for the first division, which are also traced in carmine, will afford, in con- 
junction with the water routes, when perfected, all the facilities the utmost wants of the service can require 
for the maintenance of constant, prompt, and easy intercourse with the frontier. Through them will be for- 
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warded the supplies of men, provisions, &c., drawn not only from the States within which they lie, but 
also from the States further to the eastward. And it may not be improper to remark, also, that by these 
routes despatch will be given to’the transportation of the mails from each of the stations, which is an 
important consideration in a military sense, and one which should not be overlooked when the propriety 
of establishing these or other military routes is discussed. 

The first step to be taken in this matter should be to free the rivers of their obstructions to the points 
colored in blue on the map. The improvement of the Red and Arkansas rivers is already authorized, and 
the work is in progress of execution, and for the other rivers provision should be made the moment it is 
determined to use them as channels of relief; and, in the meantime, a minute examination of the country 
through which the roads, or such of them as may be adopted, are to pass, should, as a preliminary, be 
required of the officers to be charged with their construction. The examination, as recommended for the 
first section, should be intrusted to none but skilful topographers, and should embrace a wide range of 
country. The roads ought to be opened eighty feet wide, have a grade of not more than 23°, be well 
drained, raised in the middle at least six inches, and bridged across the minor streams. The vpening, 
grading, and bridging of these roads should be made a military duty. And, in conclusion, it may be well 
to state that their construction is the more necessary for the reason that the communications cannot be 
kept up at all times by the Arkansas or Missouri, in consequence of the want of sufficient water in the 
first for most part of the year and the interruption in the latter by ice during the cold months; and as 
regards the Maramec, its improvement to Big Spring will lessen the land carriage towards the Canadian 
more than one hundred miles; hence its introduction as one of the avenues of communication. 

Third, or northern section —-The country north of the territory over which the Indian title is extin- 
guished is occupied from Lake Superior to the Mississippi by the Chippewas, Menomonees, and Winne- 
bagoes; west of this river to the Missouri by the Sacs and Foxes, Ioways, and Pottawatomies; and north 
of these tribes by the powerful and warlike Sioux; and west of the Missouri, but north of the Platte, by 
the Pawnees, Ottoes, Sioux, Blackfeet, &c.; numbering, in the aggregate, not far from 201,000, and being 
able to muster 40,200 warriors. But, owing to the remote position of most of these tribes from our settle- 
ments, they could not reach them without passing through the lands of those who have been removed 
west. No serious cause of apprehension, then, can exist of an outbreak from any of these tribes, singly 
or collectively. Should it, however, prove otherwise, the United States will, whenever they choose, be 
able to bring the whole Sioux force (the hereditary and irreconcilable enemy to every other Indian) to 
bear against the hostiles, or vice versa, should our difficulties be with the latter; and the suggestion is 
made whether prudence does not require that those hereditary feelings should not rather be maintained 
than destroyed by efforts to cultivate a closer union between those people. 

The only important station for this section is at Fort Snelling, near the mouth of the St. Peter’s ; and 
it is believed no other point need be occupied to enforce peace between the tribes and cause our borders 
to be respected. A subsidiary post might, however, be established at Longue Pointe, or Fond du Lae, 
on Lake Superior, for the purpose of protection to our traders in that quarter; and a second one could 
also advantageously be established between the St. Peter’s and the Platte as a point of rest and supply 
to detachments passing from one river to the other. 

The communication from St. Peter’s to the lake would be by the St. Croix and Bois Brulé ; and that 
with the Platte can be kept up overland without the construction of roads, as the country is highly 
favorable in its natural state fur the passage of troops. 

The force to be planted at Snelling ought to consist of one regiment of infantry and one company of 
artillery; thus making an aggregate force required for the protection of the frontier against Indian 
aggression and for the maintenance of the neutrality of our territory on the Texan frontier of— 
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or 12,940 men, computing the regiments of infantry and dragoons at 1,000 each, and the artillery at 940— 
a small force compared with the one it is intended to restrain, This force, as before stated, may be 
reduced on the return of quiet to Texas to vine regiments of infantry, twenty troops of cavalry, and nine 
companies of artillery, or 11,846 men. 

A plan of the forts to be constructed, an approximate estimate of their cost, as also that of the roads 
proposed as lines of communication, would be submitted but fur the press of other occupations and the 
want of sufficient data upon which to base these estimates. 

For the proximate distances between each point and the marches, computed at fifteen miles for the 
least and twenty miles for the longest, reference is made to the map on which they are written in carmine. 

Respectfully submitted by 

C. GRATIOT. 


Hon. J. R. Potnserr, Secretary of War. 
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QUARTERMASTER GENERAL’S REPORT ON THE DEFENCE OF THE WESTERN FRONTIER. 


QUARTERMASTER GENERAL'S Orrice, Washington, November 7, 1837. 


Sir: I have had the honor to receive a copy of the resolution of the House of Representatives of the 
11th of October, and one of the Senate of the 14th of the same month, both calling for a plan of defence 
for the western frontier, which were referred to this office from the War Department for reports. 

Although my attention is so engrossed with the constant press of current business as to leave but 
little time for those researches which are uecessarily involved in such an inquiry, | will endeavor to com- 
ply with your call, but without the hope or expectation of doing anything like justice to so important a 
subject. 

As those resolutions are in terms the same, they may, in order to avoid repetition, be treated jointly 
in a single report ; and I will proceed to notice the several points in the very judicious order in which 
they are presented in the resolutions themselves, 

Ist. “The positions to be permanently occupied by garrisons.” 

The western frontier may be deemed to comprehend the region lying between Red river to the south 
and the Upper Mississippi to the north. In a military sense, the left flank of this extended jine now rests 
on Fort Towson, near the junction of the Kiamechi with the Red river, and the right upon Fort Snelling, at 
the junction of the St. Peter’s with the Mississippi—a distance of one thousand miles. The intermediate 
positions are Fort Gibson, at the junction of the Arkansas and Grand rivers, and Fort Leavenworth, on 
the Missouri. 

In my humble judgment, those positions are all well chosen and deserve to be permanently main- 
tained. Without stopping to discuss objections founded upon the mere topography of the sites which 
have been selected for some of these foris, it appears to me that the geographical features of the country 
clearly indicate them as strongholds which cannot be left unoccupied with impunity. The three first 
named, being at the head of navigation, can scarcely ever be advanced, and will therefore, it is believed, 
continue to form a part of what may be termed our erterior line of defence. The fourth, being now 
directly on the boundary of the State of Missouri, is destined soon to be superseded by a more advanced 
position up the Missouri river, and will thenceforth become an important member of the inferior line 
which I shall suggest. 

sy the exterior line, I mean that which may be called for by great military and national considera- 
tions, and which must often be advanced into the Indian country far beyond our boundary; and by the 
interior line, that which is required for the special protection of the settlements, and which, in order to 
effect its object, must necessarily be within our boundary. It occurs to me that, under existing circum- 
stances, no plan for the pretection of the western frontier can be effectual which looks to a single line of 
defence to accomplish objects so different in their character, and that any attempt to unite those objects 
must necessarily defeat one of them, and possibly both. I would, therefore, retain Fort Snelling, Fort 
Leavenworth, (for the present,) Fort Gibson, and Fort Towson, as constituting the exterior line, with the 
addition of a post at the “upper forks” of the Des Moines river, to fill up the wide gap in that part of 
the frontier. These forts occupy the great avenues leading into the Indian country, on which alone the 
advanced positions should be taken, and I do not perceive the necessity for any other intermediate post 
on this line. It would, however, in ny opinion, be highly expedient to reoccupy the position at Council 
Bluffs, on the Missouri, at an early day, leaving Fort Leavenworth on the inner line of defence, as pre- 
viously suggested, 

2d. “The auxiliary stations for reserves and depots of supplies.” 

The auxiliary stations would constitute the interior line, as already indicated, and should be located 
with reference to the protection of the settlements, rather than to the military features of the frontier or 
any very nice relation to the primary positions forming the advanced line. They would be posts of refuge 
for the inhabitants in times of alarm, and for that reason should be constructed on a large scale as to 
their area, with light defences, and ordinarily garrisoned by a small, regular force, just sufficient to protect 
them from seizure by the enemy. In times of need the refugees themselves would carry reinforcements 
to the garrisons of those posts, whose chief object would be to form rallying points of safety and pro- 
tection to the people when driven from their homes by the sudden incursions of the enemy. 

The positions of these posts of refuge must necessarily be governed by the course and extent of the 
It would be impossible to indicate them without more information on that point than is at 
present possessed here. All that can be said is, that they should be a little within our boundary line, so 
that the people may rally upon them conveniently. While the great positions forming the advanced line 
may readily be determined, upon military principles, by an inspection of the map, the minor ones, destined 
to form the interior line for the protection of the settlements, can be properly determined only by a careful 
inspection of the course and extent of those settlements, which will also determine the number of those 
posts. I should think, however, that two between the Red and Arkansas rivers, four between the 
Arkansas and the Missouri, and two between the Missouri and the Mississippi, would be quite sufficient 


settlements. 


in the present state of our settlements. 

The depots for supplies cannot be exactly indicated until this interior line of posts shall have been 
established. They have a necessary connexion with and dependence on each other. The principal ones 
must, of course, be on the great rivers which penetrate the frontier, and considerably within the line of 
posts, so that roads may be opened diverging from the depots in the direction of the several posts which 
are dependent upon them. Both the Arkansas and Missouri rivers are very cligibly situated for this 
purpose. They flow through the centre of their respective sections of the frontier, and the line of posts 
will necessarily extend across them nearly at right angles. The Red river, the Osage, and the Des 
Moines, will also afford eligible sites for depots, by which the land transportation may be reduced and 
the communications facilitated. Assuming that the posts will be located some eight or ten miles within 
the boundary line, the following places would seem to stand in a proper relation to them for depots of 
supplies, namely: Fulton, on Red river; Morrison’s Bluff, on the Arkansas; the junction of the Osage 
with Grand river; and Lexington, on the Missouri. 

The stations for the reserves may be indicated with more precision. I should, however, deem but 
There is no equal extent of our frontier that I am acquainted with which can be 
so readily reinforced from a single position. Jefferson Barracks, near St. Louis, is, in my humble judg- 
ment, above all other places, the station for the corps of reserve. The line of the frontier, especially if it 
be extended to include Council Bluffs, describes an are of a cirele, whose chord would pass nearly through 


one reserve necessa ry. 
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that point. From its central position, and its proximity to the mouths of the great rivers leading to the 
frontier, reinforcements may, by means of steam transports, be thrown, with great rapidity and nearly 
equal facility, up the Missouri, the Arkansas, and the Mississippi, as circumstances shall require. A 
reserve posted there would, in fact, be an available force for the whole line of the frontier, and it would, 
I think, be difficult to find a more eligible position. It might, however, be a just precaution, as the 
Arkansas river is not navigable at all seasons of the year, to station a minor reserve at some position on 
that river above Little Rock. 

3d. “The routes of communication between the several stations on the frontier, and from these to the 
depots in the interior.” 

Nothing is more important, in a military view, than the communications from the posts on the frontier 
to the depots in the interior; but those befween the several stations on the line of the frontier ave not, in 
my opinion, entitled to the consequence which has been ascribed to them, The great “ military road,” 
as it is called, now in progress from the Upper Mississippi to Red river, running beyond our boundary 
line, through the Indian country, and intended to connect our frontier posts with each other, originated, 
I think, in a very erroneous estimate of its importance for purposes of defence. As a route of communi- 
cation, it violates a fundamental principle of military science. The lines of communication should be 
diverging or perpendicular to the frontier, not parallel with it. The resources of an army are always 
presumed to be in its rear, from whence it can draw its supplies and reinforcements under cover of its 
own protection and by lines of communication which are secured from interruption by the enemy. It is 
clear that no army can maintain its position long under any other circumstances. Roads between the 
posts on the frontier might be found convenient for occasional passing and repassing in time of peace; 
but as routes of communication they would be wholly useless in time of war. Exposed as they would 
be to constant Interruption by the enemy, it is evident that nothing short of a force competent to take 
the field for offensive operations could expect to march upon them with safety. 

But I do not perceive the necessity of keeping open these communications between the posts on the 
line of the frontier at so much hazard, It could only result from the error of making posts occupying a 
very extended front dependent on each other for support, which would be inverting a plain military 
principle. If reinforcements are required, they should be drawn from a corps of reserve posted in the rear, 
by means of rapid water conveyance and by roads leading to the frontier, not by flank marches through the 
enemy’s country, ona line parallel with the frontier. This would be not only violating a rule, but disregarding 
experience, and repeating a recent military blunder in another quarter, which ended in a mournful catas- 
trophe.* Besides, it is well known that the whole region south of the Missouri river may be traversed 
by troops without the aid of artificial roads. In no other way can we ever expect to conduct a war there, 
since it is certain that the Indians will never meet us on our roads, except when they are strong enough 
to overwhelm our detachments. I therefore make no suggestion in relation to routes of communication 
between the posts on the frontier; but those which are to lead from these posts to the depots in the interior 
are entitled to the gravest consideration. 

As the posts forming the exterior line of defence are all situated on navigable rivers, these, of course, 
will be the proper channels of communication from those posts to the great sources of supply in the 
interior; and, with the abundant means of transportation which are at all times available in the west, 
there will be no difficulty in relation to supplies for any force that will ever be stationed on that line, 
especially if the flood season be availed of to replenish the stock at the posts on the streams liable to be 
much affected by droughts. It is the supply of the posts on the inner line which will occasion the chief 
difliculty, in consequence of the dand transportation it will necessarily involve. I should not, however, 
regard this difficulty as very formidable. If the depots be established on the rivers, at or near the points 
indicated, with roads diverging from thence to the several posts, it would be an easy task to organize 
wagon trains to transport all the necessary supplies. The distance could not be more than midway between 
the depots, which in no case would exceed one hundred miles. The garrisons of those posts would be 
habitually small, and the country around them being partially settled would furnish forage for the trains 
and a portion vf the subsistence for the troops, which would lighten the operations by diminishing the 
transportation from the depots. 

4th. “The minimum force which will be required to maintain peace among the several Indian tribes 
and protect the border settlements.” 

As the solution of this question involves high military qualifications and a more intimate acquaint- 
ance with the strength and disposition of the tribes along the frontier than I possess, I should not presume 
to attempt it but for your call upon me, which I am not at liberty to disregard. I beg, therefore, that my 
opinions, humble as they are, may be taken with due allowance. 

The obligations of the government in reference to the western frontier are of a very peculiar character. 
It is first bound by a common duty to protect its own border settlements, extending along a line of one 
thousand miles, against the incursions of numerous savage tribes separated from those settlements by 
mere imaginary lines; and it is next bound by solemn treaty stipulations, with such of those tribes as 
have emigrated to that frontier, “to protect them at their new residences against all interruptions or 
disturbances from any other tribes or nations of Indians, or from any other person or persons whatsoever.” 

If these obligations are to be scrupulously fulfilled in good faith, which would seem to be due to our 
character as a nation professing a paternal care over these people, a military force of thirty thousand 
men on the western frontier would scarcely be adequate to enable the government to discharge its duties 
to its own citizens, and redeem these pledges of protection to the Indians. 

It is not my intention, however, to propose such a force. Political expediency, I presume, would not 
tolerate it, however it might be justified by military considerations. It is merely adverted to here in con- 
nexion with the heavy obligations which rest upon the government, and which have probably been con- 
tracted from time to time without any very nice calculation of the means that would be necessary to a 
faithful discharge of them. I will therefore, without enlarging upon this point, proceed to state the 
minimum force that is deemed necessary to give protection to the border settlements, and assist in pre- 
serving peace among’ them and their Indian neighbors along the line of the frontier. These are great and 
important objects of themselves, without superadding the yet more difficult task of protecting the emigrant 
tribes, whom our policy has placed beyond the frontier, from the wild and warlike Indians of the far west. 


® It was in the attempt to reinforce the army of General Clinch, by a march through the enemy's country, that Major 
Dade’s command was sacrificed. If that devoted band had, by chance, reached its destination, it would have presented the 
anomaly of a small reinforcement coming in through the enemy’s lines upon the front of the main army instead of its rear. 
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I have already suggested a plan of defence, and indicated the positions to be permanently occupied. 
It remains to estimate “the necessary force and dispose of it in such way as will best effect the objects in 
Beginning, then, on the right flank of the frontier, I would assign to— 


view. 
eer re rr ere ee eee Re eT ee eee eT Cee eee ers 300 men. 
Fort Crawford............ Lurew eke cpr ateace err TT eee eee Pikieesscudsraye 300“ 
Upper forks of the Des Moines.. pebbetreevencere venues Weseoskewee ee eee re elie 400 “ 
ee | a a ieehbewsas (vMeiwebehiavanes (imeeskiiokeiass hae ™ 
fo errr ee are Peet eT Cree rT eee eer ee ren ee ee vVevens tees , ia * 
EE ee ee hei kekcewte wees eae. Tee 800 * 
The eight posts of refuge proposed........... Pik Wecdaalwheascekd Oars pi Kates irene Wi a 800 “ 
The protection of the four depots ...... eee ree ee Tee eee eee ee eee 200 “ 
Jefferson Barracks, as a corps of reserve............006. peaaaws eer ee eT Cr re oa. ae. 


i ere cePeRRV es déa aus. e (etebiceessve ben escent eee wee a a * 


The garrisons assigned to the posts on the Upper Mississippi, and the Des Moines would give but a 
very small disposable force for field serv ice; but, as the jealousy which exists at present among some of 
the tribes who inhabit that region will prevent their uniting for hostile purposes against our settlements, 
it may be deemed sufficient. 

Of the force assigned to Fort Leavenworth, 200 would be required for its permanent garrison; the 
remaining 1,000 would be disposable for that section of the frontier, and should be held ready to march in 
any direction that circumstances might require. At Fort Gibson 300 would form the permanent garrison, 
leaving a disposable force of 1,200 that might take the field at a moment’s warning, and march in the 
direction of the alarm. The permanent garrison of Fort Towson would be 200, and the disposable force 
at that point 600. The small garrisons on the interior line would furnish no disposable forcesfor the field, 
being designed merely as guards of protection for the posts of refuge. 

These active corps, though really very small in comparison with the extent of the frontier and the 
numerous tribes which they may have to encounter, would, it is believed, if skilfully directed, hold the 
Indians in check, and afford protection to the border settlements until the neighboring militia could be 
embodied and reinforcements drawn from the reserve. Their positions in advance of our boundary line 
would enable them to move with great effect upon the flanks and rear of the enemy, should he menace 
the settlements. No people look better to the security of their retreat than Indians; they are not even 
brave when at all hemmed in. They would, therefore, be backward in making war on the settlements, with 
the certainty of being promptly attacked in the rear by our disposable columns. 

And this forcibly illustrates the advantages of the exterior line of defence which has been suggested, 
as well as the absolute necessity of having a strong force at the advanced positions indicated—not as 
mere garrisons, but for active service in the field. In my humble judgment, posts on the frontier, without 
a disposable force that may be detached in rapid pursuit when occasions require, are of very little utility. 
It is impossible that they can inspire the neighboring Indian tribes with a respect for our power. Accus- 
tomed themselves to roam the boundless prairies free as air, they can neither dread nor respect a garrison 
whose weakness confines it to its own narrow defences 

dth. “The number of Indians who will be in the occupancy of the country west and north of the 
States of Louisiana, Arkansas, and Missouri, and the number of warriors they may collectively be able 
to bring into the field.” 

On these points our information is necessarily limited and vague. I have not myself been able to 
make any researches in relation to the number, but have gathered the following results from a recent 
report of a high functionary, supposed to be intimately acquainted with all matters relating to Indian 
affairs. According to that report, the number of Indians who had actually emigrated and settled on our 
frontier west of the Mississippi, up to February of last year, was 31,348. The indigenous tribes between 
them and the Rocky mountains were estimated to number 150, 341; making an “Indian population of 
181,689 then on our western border. In addition to these, there were ’ computed to be 62,181 east of the 
Mississippi, who were still to emigrate; which will make an aggregate Indian population of 243 870 on 
the western frontier when the scheme of emigration shall have been accomplished. 

The report referred to does not state the probable number of warriors these assembled nations may 
be able to bring into the field. I have, therefore, endeavored to estimate it on data furnished by our own 
population, Our militia force, computed between the ages of 18 and 45 years, stands to the whole number 
of inhabitants in the ratio of 1 to 8.33; but the young men among the Indians take part in war much 
varlier than ours are required to bear arms, and the old men continue to act long after ours become 
exempt. I have, therefore, taken the male classes comprehended between the ages of 15 and 50 for the 
comparison. This gives a ratio of 1 to 4.23; but put it at 1 to 5, and the Indian tribes which are and 
soon will be on our western frontier would furnish 48,774 warriors. 

This inquiry, however, is rather curious than practically useful, since a combination so extensive as 
would be necessary to bring their whole force into the field is neither probable nor possible. But the 
emigrant tribes alone, located directly on our boundary line, without the aid of the powerful indigenous 
tribes—Comanches, Osages, and Pawnees, who are close at hand—would furnish, on the above data, 
twenty thousand warriors, one-half of whom are probably armed with rifles provided by our bounty. If 
even such a combination among the emigrant tribes as would be necessary to bring their united force 
into the field against us were deemed probable, instead of an army of 7 7,000 men, as “T have estimated as 
the minimum force to guard and protect the western frontier, fwice or thr ice that number might reasonably 
be required. But it will always be in our power to control a portion of these tribes, and make them 
auxiliaries in our cause; still, the savage force that might readily be arrayed against us on that frontier 
is sufficient to awaken our deep solic itude, and call for increased means of defence. 

Gth and last. ““What progress has been made in the location of the military road.” 

The commissioners to whom that duty was assigned were prevented by causes beyond their control 
from entering upon the examination of the frontier until the beginning of September last, when they 
commenced the survey of the route from the Missouri to Red river. They are still engaged on it, and 
will, it is believed, complete the location of that section of the road during the present season. Nothing 
has been done on the section lying between the Missouri river and the Mississippi, in consequence of the 
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undefined state of the boundary lines of Missouri and the Wisconsin Territory, to which the road is 
intended to conform. Entertaining the opinions I do, however, in relation to this road, I do not think the 
delay that has occurred in its survey and location is to be regretted, as it will afford an opportunity of 
reviewing the subject in connexion with a general plan of defence. 

In conclusion, I beg to observe that, after all, the great element in an efficient plan of defence for 
the western frontier consists of men. Fixed positions have far less influence in Indian warfare than in 
that of civilized nations. They are valuable auxiliaries as points of rest and outfit for the active corps; 
but it is on these the chief reliance must be placed for the protection of the border settlements. 

I have the honor to be, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
T. CROSS, Acting Quartermaster General. 

Hon. J. R. Potnserr, Secretary of War. 


War Department, Office of Indian Affairs, November 22, 1837. 

Sir: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of the extract from the resolution of the Senate of 
the 14th ultimo, respecting “the number of Indians who wil} be in the occupancy of the country west and 
north of the States of Louisiana, Arkansas, and Missouri, and the number of warriors they may collectively 
be able to bring into the field,” which you have referred to this office for a report; and, in obedience to your 
directions, beg leave to state that, from the best information I can procure, and after a comparison of the 
views of gentlemen well acquainted with the Indians of the west and northwest, I have arrived at the 
conclusion that the number of Indians on the frontier in question will, when the tribes now east of the 
Mississippi shall have been placed to the west of that river, in fulfilment of the settled policy of the 
government, be about 332,000; and that the number of warriors they may collectively be able to bring 
into the field will be about 66,000, or about one out of five of the whole number. 

For particulars I respectfully refer you to the statement herewith laid before you, which is believed 
to be as nearly complete and accurate as circumstances will permit. 

Very respectfuily, your obedient servant, 
C. A. HARRIS, Commissioner. 

Hon. J. R. Pornserr, Secretary of War. 


Statement showing the number of Indians now east of the Mississippi, of those that have emigrated from the 
east to the west of that river, and those within striving distance of the western frontier. 


I.—NAME AND NUMBER OF THE TRIBES NOW EAST OF THE MISSISSIPPI. 


1.— Under treaty stipulations to remove west of the Mississippi. 


Winnebagoes......... Re ee eee ee eee fe ee ee eee ere 4,500 
Ottawas of Ohio ........ ree 4 eae N eke Daher K ises enaenes 100 
NT ee ee eee ‘CEDAR DSA - 2, 950 
rar ae, Setawad, Gd Potiawatomies oo... oc aks cs cace ec ecceseactcvecees 1, 500 
Cherokees...... CE UE Re eae re ee eee ee ee ere ee 14, 000 
Ee ene Fhe ie Son eh ake DORE EK CK AEA RAMEERETNER ASEAN RRO a8 Ss DAs 1, 000 
ETE TOT CT Te ere ee Tee ee eee Perrresr rT. 1, 000 
nee re rr een ye Te CT errr iccene ees 5, 000 
ee eee eee ee ee Ter ee Oe ee ee ‘neewe 400 
Ottawas and Chippewas in the peninsula of Michigan............ 02.0.0. eee eee 6, 500 


ie Sir, 


2.—Not under treaty stipulations to remove. 


ee ee OE eT eee ee ee ee ET Te eee 4,176 
Ws vse eas tewaus LHEAECERAEE UMEDA RS eee mache adware rere Tere 575 
ba asd AAS SRR ANAND EES ESREEDS OSE E TAREE SADR RO 1, 100 
ER ee eee eee ee ee ee Tee re Tee ree 4, 000 
Ottawas and Chippewas of the lakes.............ccccecsscece eee reT errr Cry eT 2, 564 


nities Sha 


ee nia uabndeotadeeeiasic det eT TT ee 


II.— NUMBER OF INDIANS WHO HAVE EMIGRATED FROM THE EAST TO THE WEST OF THE MISSISSIPPI. 


ee othe e pen hak ye RARE SEA ee NANOE WEES ee NRE Rd eeaWa wns Laas 549 
Chippewas, Otawas, and Pottawatomies. .......... 00. ccecccccccsesecscccccccons tnweee 2,191 
6 AERA Fas ANH ENED Reb OKe eee 0as ee ee ee re ee eee ee bunkers 15, 000 
I er er ere Ce er ry Te eee eee eee eee ee TT aes 476 
ee ee ae Te Ee ee eer ee pT re rT eee Cree 20, 437 
Seminoles..... .. eds eave aaah MGMT ee eeeeaes Ctetascendsaws errr re re 407 
Siete hh 3 ugk RERUN d ERIE AS OEDRER RAKE Ao DORE CRT ROR ina mamnin 265 
ES cha aa Ne Wi Wa oy ew eae e we ae wm Kw Se ee 7, 911 
cine: sca TE Ce OCLC ee ee ee ee Te ee ee ee niaineukt ies as 588 
oc EOE EE COTTE PT Oe nT ee 1 COGS CAAA HERS NAS ORR BA errr 826 
Shawnees........ [Reed eee eRe wees ‘inh ae ASee ERED Owe Ewan edROROTR ORR 1, 272 
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DE TE OEE OLS COT EET OORT TERE CLT TTT TC OTT CPUC EE CTE CLE Rea eee 374 
El a ee is og ig ws VUE EE AER ONO TA SEER AUR S SD Rew ES 222 
EEO IOS OO OT eT eT ee Se ee eee PTL eT ee eee ee ee 162 
Poorinn Ghd Kieekaakias .......cccncccccccccccssevesnewesecees (ribewe teh nae eiedarewoe 132 
EE IEE ES EEE LESTE ST PTT TT OTT TT TTT TERT RET eT eT eT TO PTT ee Tee 53 
ee ee hee ees 66606 b i REE ERREREME EPR ENE UE EEE REE PEER ERASER RO 251 
SS EEE EE CCPC CCER TET LTC TTT ET OTERO ETT TCE ee 211 
aia Ay LAE ARAB: CALS RPRE RAED A DEA 6 09. NERD ARN 51, 327 
III.—NUMBER OF THE INDIGENOUS TRIBES WITHIN STRIKING DISTANCE OF THE WESTERN FRONTIER, 
a i Ue ee ea ab chee NORE DRE NENEs chs 00K ON RMR ROR RRR ES 21, 600 
OUT bcc becnc sce cienenes see Seeern esses eas ee rere eeeberecee ns enee 245565 Reese ewe 1, 500 
ig eee CEE CEERE KES Mk be Uk CEREDRE ERT ORO NS CWE ORE REPRE RED ERED 4, 800 
ee Lh cee Seated aK ANU ANbe eS > 4054 SES RWS SOE RERES 1, 600 
eS 6 eK oes CAPONE add eRe SES vee Tee 500 
ee . EET EE LEE EEL LLL LLL LLL eee ‘ 5, 120 
ee ee dee KS 5G KR EMSS ENTREE ENE CLS ERES Ch DKS NECE REN EEREOIAR RESETS 1, 606 
ee SY Eick on OKEDEERRR MERE | Swed eds BaNCheh ees ener 1, 605 
eee Lia E EMAAR A REDE WS KEP N RE EREDE ESTAS RES 1, 000 
oo errr er SR ebEG ROS EERE A ADE KK DKEERRERERYE (wre conse hhaulieeepenee sete 12, 500 
Oe OC EE EEE OE ee Te Tee eee eee eee eee, ere) PoC eee 19, 200 
Kioways...... ee Pee ee Torte eee Ter eer re re PRAMEEN NA Oe Kee EERE ED EMS EH OEE wEKE 1, 800 
NG 666 666ss5004004 AEE EREKED OL ANOVEREOM DERE R EP Nes 05s He RKRRT OER REE EAS 3, 200 
ELSIE ELC TE TET Te See E EEE TOPOL Eee eT TCO TIE TT TET Le Te venue 450 
Er yO er re ee ee eee ee ee ee ee ere ee kK RRCH RES 2, 000 
| Ere rs ree ety Tee eter e eT eT Te ee ee ee TSE PTET TT Tee Cre Te Tee 30, 000 
EE ee ee ee eee ee eee ee eee ee ee ee paaiewe 15, 000 
TC, RTO ECOL TOOT ECURER TOC CERT heebea anes 20, 280 
ee ee CURE eas dieee SHENAE SD SOON SEEO CREAN WHORES Sone a ee Ree Ob RON OOS 3, 000 
is KeebbeCROASAECADAEAER OHS AER ENERSHREASANEAED seSdeseeedeWeN eee awa S's4 3, 000 
ee bc kG EGRESS DOKEE CLES KESSE EDAPEEWS SEGA T NOOSE KESEERS SRE ENERS 16, 800 
es CEE eG ede ASTANA ROR RS OREN CEWEK EE RON EON NOS OER 19, 200 
OE eee LOY ee en ee ee ne Ee eee ee ee eee ere T, 200 
ee Li ekes Gute be thekesieeee ens OES eee SCTE ECT TOT Te ee TT eT eee Tee ee 2, 000 
EE eee eee pee ee ee ee ee eee eee ee (COCRNSS Ke SORE ENERO ESN RweX 900 
re, eee ee eer Pee eee eee peusekeae KEMPS SEEKERS 2, 750 
ES CTE Tr ee ee eee eS ee eee Tee ee eee ee (ORCA CERKG CRERPERE RESEND 3, 200 
Ee ee OT er ee re Pere ere ee ee ee eT 30, 000 
rere ee eT ee eee Ter Te TE eT TET Te Te TCT eT ee . 2381, 806 
RECAPITULATION. 
Number of Indians now east of the Mississippi...............+e.e08, ‘wee epee hensrwnws 49, 365 
Number of Indians who have emigrated from east to west side........... ce cee eee ee ce eee 51, 327 
ee ee i 5K 64e ER EREEED - KESDRRECDA 00 64 ERO HEROES OE ee WHERE'S 231, 806 
EO Po EES ee Ee ee Er ae rere eee eee Terre re eee er 332, 498 
Estimated number of warriors. 
ee ee 65's CUS shes ke RSME SR AA SOLAS KASS HA REESERERRE WERDEN 332, 498 
Assuming that every fifth one may be considered a warrior, (and this is believed to be a 
reasonable supposition, ) the number of warriors will be............ ......- Pema Peaees 66, 499 


C. A. HARRIS, Commissioner. 
War Departuent, Office of Indian Affairs, ~ ember 22, 1837. 
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APPLICATION FOR THE ESTABLISHMENT OF A NATIONAL ARMORY AT THE FALLS OF 
BIG BEAVER RIVER, IN PENNSYLVANIA. 


COMMUNICATED TO THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES JANUARY 3, 1838. 


To the Senate and House of Representatives in Congress assembled : 

Your memorialists, citizens of Beaver county, Pennsylvania, perceiving that the President of the 
United States has called the attention of Congress to the subject of the establishment of a national 
armory west of the Alleghany mountains, would respectfully refer you to the very able report made on 
that subject by Colonel McCrea, from which it will appear that the commissioners, after a careful and 
minute examination and survey of all the prominent sites west of the mountains, gave a decided preference 
to the Falls of Beaver; and not only over other water powers, but over steam power in Pittsburg. 
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Your memorialists would also represent, respectfully, that, since the report of Colonel McCrea was 
made, many changes and improvements have been made, which render this situation much more desirable 
for such a work. Since then the Pennsylvania canals have been completed from Philadelphia to Pittsburg, 
from the Ohio river to Newcastle, (passing by and improving this site,) and now rapidly extending to 
Erie, on the lake. The Ohio and Pennsylvania canal is also about being completed, and will, without fail, 
in less than two years, furnish a water communication to the lakes at Cleveland. In a little more time 
it is almost equally certain we shall have one or more railroad communications to the same point; and it 
is conceived that much more time cannot elapse ere we shall have a railroad communication to both 
Philadelphia and Baltimore, thus affording us, over all others, at the same time the shortest, cheapest, and 
speediest communication with, and transporation to, both the frontier on the lakes and our seaboard. The 
contiguity of this site to steamboat navigation (being a little more than three miles from the Ohio river) is 
another strong argument in its favor. Since Colonel McCrea’s report numerous discoveries have been 
made in this vicinity of bituminous coal of the very best kind for smithing purposes. The manufacture 
of iron has very much increased and improved in the State, and in this vicinity the number and abilities 
of all kinds of artisans and mechanics have very much increased; and, as the situation is surpassed by 
none in the Union for health, no difficulty is or will be found in the way of procuring any increase to the 
number of the best workmen at low wages; the more so as provisions of all kinds are abundant and 
comparatively cheap. 

It will be perceived, therefore, that this site has advantages over all others for speedily and cheaply 
transporting the arms, when made, to all points in the Union, and affords in the immediate neighborhood 
more of the requisites for the economical manufacture of arms upon a large scale than any other, not 
even excepting Pittsburg, as water power has, in point of economy, great advantages over steam power; 
and since the time of Colonel McCrea’s report, the comparative advantages of water power over steam 
power have very much increased. Steam-engines are, perhaps, one hundred per cent. higher than they 
were then; coal has increased in Pittsburg fully fifty per cent., if not more, and will, no doubt, yet 
more increase; while the water continues, and will for ages continue, to flow as cheaply as when the 
report was made. 

Your memorialists would, therefore, most respectfully urge upon you the selection of the west side 
of Beaver river, at dam No. 4, (being the head of the Falls of Big Beaver,) as the site for the contem- 
plated western national armory; and your petitioners, &c. 

Signed by Sherlock Stone, and one hundred and twenty-eight others. 
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MEMORIAL OF JOUN ELY, A SURVIVING SOLDIER OF THE REVOLUTION, FOR THE 
ERECTION OF A MONUMENT TO THE MEMORY OF WASHINGTON AT MOUNT 
VERNON. 


COMMUNICATED TO THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES JANUARY 3, 1838. 


To the honorable the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States in Congress assembled : 


The petition of the undersigned, a surviving soldier of the revolution, most respectfully showeth: 
That some years past the remains of our great benefactor were ta!.en from the vault where first interred, 
and placed in a new sepulchre not far distant from the mansion-house where he had lived and where he 
died; and your petitioner, prompted by patriotic motives, now implores the honorable counsellors of the 
nation to consider and decide on the propriety of raising a monument to the memory of Wasnineton; and 
that Congress, in their ‘wisdom, will cause it to be erected at Mount Vernon, on the spot where his ashes 
are now at rest. 

In taking the liberty of thus addressing the guardians of national honor, your petitioner, with all 
becoming deference, would observe that he was an early soldier of the revolution, and “has done the 
State some service;” and now, near the close of a long life, he has a strong desire of seeing due homage 
paid to the memory of his Great comMANDER, under whom, more than sixty years ago, he served bis country 
in the war of independence, and to whom the whole nation still ackuowledges a vast debt of gratitude. 

As this is a subject of much importance connected with the fair fame and dignity of a great, intelli- 
gent, and high-minded people, your petitioner begs the indulgence of a hearing more at large than he 
would presume to ask were the occasion less momentous. 

Millions of our most active fellow-citizens, born since the days of the revolution, have been accus- 
tomed from the cradle to hear their fathers speak in glowing terms of our illustrious Washington, and 
with much concern they now look about and inquire, “Where is his monument?” And thousands of 
worthy foreigners who visit this land of liberty come here with Washington in their hearts, and feel 
disappointed when they find no monument of adequate proportions to show the place of his interment. 

Civilized people of every clime under heaven have not been slow in rendering homage to their illus- 
trious dead. Patriots, warriors, benefactors of their country, and men of renown, have in all ages of the 
world received vast funeral rites, while our own beloved Washington, greatly superior to them all, lies 
there! Yes, he who was “first in the hearts of his countrymen” lies there in humble obscurity, unshrouded 
with national reverence, and most unaccountably, not to say ungratefully, neglected! Yet nations far off, 
with noble generosity, revere the name of Wasnineton. 

If, while his glorious achievements live fresh in our memory; if, while some few of his surviving com- 
patriots of the revolution yet hover about the Capitol; if, while a few silver-headed veterans, who were 
eye-witnesses of his godlike deeds, still linger among us; if, while thus cireumstanced, Congress should still 
neglect or delay this filial act of duty, the fear is that it never will be done. For we know not what 
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changes may take place; degenerate souls may become “lords of the ascendant,” reckless ambition may 
overturn the whole order of government, and a “new king rise up that knew not Joseph.” Already the 
death-blow is aimed at our dearest rights; therefore, no opportunity should be neglected for drawing 
closer the connecting cords of union. United, we stand against the world; but divided, we fall like the 
God-forsaken suicide! And a monument placed at Mount Vernon, for which your petitioner most devoutly 
prays, would be a strong fie between the north and the south: all eyes would be directed there, and at 
the shrine of Washington all hearts would unite; and nothing is wanted but perfect union to render us 
perfectly invincible. 

If the tomb of Mohammed could, for a thousand years, attract multitudes of warlike devotees, offering 
themselves a willing sacrifice to the false prophet, how much more irresistibly powerful would be the 
tomb of Washington to draw together millions of enlightened freemen devoted to the welfare of their own 
beloved country! If anything heretofore was wanting to urge the necessity of this undertaking, the 
political turmoils and pecuniary embarrassments of the present times afford strong arguments for its 
immediate prosecution. 

Your petitioner is aware that it has been long in contemplation to raise, by individual munificence, a 
monument of vast height and splendor on some chosen ground near the Capitol. This would certainly be 
a noble demonstration of individual generosity, but it would be a partial expression only; and any expres- 
sion thus partially made could not be well suited to the occasion, for the whole people are alive to this 
subject—rich and poor, high and low—all, au. alike wish to contribute their rightful proportion of the 
expense; and this can be done in no other way than by the action of Congress. Then every man, woman, 
and child must necessarily pay, and each one be entitled to a rightful share of the honor; and each 
member of Congress will receive the eternal gratitude of countless millions, and also thereby redeem the 
long-neglected pLepcE of their predecessors. 

If we wait for individuals to do this holy work for us, it requires no inspiration to foretell that it 
never will be done; but should Congress order it, the great work would be readily accomplished. And 
who does not say, with all due respect, that Congress is bound by all that is sacred, filial, and patriotic, to 
give the order? We may talk of raising millions by subscription, but it will end in talk. 

Though the soil of Mount Vernon does not belong to the United States, yet Congress can purchase it. 
Congress alone, if your petitioner be rightly informed, has that privilege by consent of the owner. If the 
whole tract comprising the Mount Vernon estate should be deemed too extensive, a hundred acres or two 
hundred would be sufficient, and afford also ground enough for the site of a noble asylum for military 
invalids. 

A monument of suitable magnitude erected in the federal city would be greatly ornamental and 
praiseworthy; but standing alone on Mount Vernon, where the foremost man of all this world stood, it 
could not fail of commanding the undivided attention of all beholders. Patriot citizens, statesmen, and 
philosophers, of various creeds, would thither resort, and, laying aside the bitterness of party spirit, unite 
as brothers of the same national family; and all persons afflicted with the king’s evi/, or any other visionary 
evil more deplorable, might there contemplate the paternal advice and farewell admonitions of our national 
father, look up to his monument, and be restored to their senses. 

When the chosen people of God had passed through the Red sea, journeying towards the promised 
land, fiery serpents beset them on their way, whose bite was deadly; but on looking up to the brazen 
pillar that Moses erected they were made whole. In like manner, thousands of well-meaning citizens, 
who have received venomous bites from creeping things more baneful than fiery serpents, may look up to 
the monument and be healed. 

Unprincipled demagogues, with serpent-like subtlety, are now abroad in the land, going to and fro 
“seeking whom they may devour;” and whether these disorganizers breed in the hot-beds of the south or 
hatch in the cold regions of the north, it matters not, they are ati shapes of ill omen—all alike our deadly 
enemies. And should these dark spirits of anarchy succeed in their wicked purpose of destroying useful 
establishments, removing ancient landmarks, and annulling contracts—thereby severing the Union—these 
proud United States would soon be degraded to a level with the petty kingdoms of Barbary, and some 
one of our beautiful sister cities might become the imperial Atcrers of America. Like causes produce like 
effects; and we should inevitably become no better than the feeble empires of South America, with a 
tattered remnant of power sufficient only for self-destruction, or (more deplorable) sink down to a condi- 
tion for becoming fit allies to assist piebald rebels in re-enacting the tragedies of San Domingo! and thus, 
from a rich and powerful nation, we should break ourselves into fragments and be transformed into mere 
hordes of Ishmaelites ! 

These are not the visionary forebodings of a distempered mind; no, they are prophetic truths of serious 
import, as we have seen all but verified in our recent partisan warfare. And your petitioner is fully per- 
suaded that a monument thus erected on the ground where Washington lived and died in meridian glory 
would have great influence in softening political asperities and correcting unintentional errors; it would 
stand there at all times a strong TOWER OF DEFENCE, pointing up to heaven, more potent in its bearing 
among freemen than ships of war and legions of warriors. 

The exterior splendor of the edifice should be made to correspond with the character of the sacred relics 
deposited within; its form, its dimensions, its altitude, and embellishments, should be such as the best artist 
in the world can design, men of liberal science approve, and such as the President of the United States and 
all intelligent travellers will pronounce the most superb, lofty, and magnificent MavsoLEUM in existence. 

Your petitioner is not authorized to speak in behalf of others, yet he presumes to believe that all the 
surviving soldiers and the venerable patriots of the revolution, together with millions of the present genera- 
tion, do unite cordially in the wishes and sentiments here expressed in this the earnest supplication and 


prayer of your devoted fellow-citizen and humble servant, 
JOHN ELY. 
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ON CLAIM OF JOHN H. HALL FOR COMPENSATION FOR HIS INVENTIONS AND PATENT 
RIGHTS FOR IMPROVEMENTS OF FIRE-ARMS FOR THE USE OF THE UNITED STATES. 


COMMUNICATED TO THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES JANUARY 4, 1838. 


Mr. Kempe, from the Committee on Military Affairs, to whom was referred the petition of John H. Hall, 
of Harper’s Ferry, in the State of Virginia, reported: 


That this is a petition for compensation for the invention of a new arm, known in the service as 
Hall’s patent rifle, and for certain improvements in the manufacture of fire-arms, whereby the separate 
parts of a piece are made exactly to one model, thus affording the double advantage of easy repair in 
case of accident, and that the uninjured parts of arms worn out in the service may be used for the repair 
or reconstruction of new pieces. 

The committee, with every desire to encourage the genius and mechanical talents of the country, 
consider the latter improvements having been made while the petitioner was in the employment of the 
government, and paid not only for his time and services, but for the cost of his experiments; that 
therefore the justice or propriety of the claim on account of them was at least questionable; but the 
invention of a new arm, as Hall’s patent rifle certainly is, and the application of the same principle to the 
musket and carbine, stand upon a different footing, having been made by the petitioner himself, at his 
own expense, and before he appears to have been introduced into the service of the United States; and 
presuming, from the certificates which accompany the memorial, as well as from the fact of its intro- 
duction into the service, that it is a valuable improvement, the committee would recommend that a 
liberal remuneration be made to the petitioner for his inventions and patent rights, and that the same be 
purchased for the use of the United States; and they accordingly submit a bill to that effect. 
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ON THE CLAIM OF THE WIDOW OF AN OFFICER OF THE ARMY FOR THE PAY 
CORRESPONDING WITH HIS BREVET RANK, HE HAVING A COMMAND CORRESPOND- 
ING WITH SUCH RANK. 


Of 


COMMUNICATED TO THE SENATE JANUARY 9, 183 


Mr. Wat, from the Committee on Military Affairs, to whom was referred the petition of Mary A. Patrick, 
widow of Captain Matthew Alexander Patrick, late captain Ist regiment United States artillery, 
reported: 


That the petitioner states that her deceased husband was commissioned first lieutenant in the Ist 
regiment of artillery, in the United States army, on the 11th August, 1820, and faithfully served in that 
grade for ten years, and, under the law and according to usage, became entitled to the brevet of captain on 
the 11th August, 1830. That he, together with others similarly entitled, was duly nominated by the Presi- 
dent to the Senate for brevet rank at the proper time, and for successive years; but, the Senate declining to 
act on such nominations for successive years, he died before the final action of that body on the like 
claims and nominations, which did not take place until the 30th June, 1834, otherwise he would have 
received his brevet promotion. She further states that her deceased husband commanded a military post 
and a company, as captain, from the llth August, 1830—the time he became entitled to his brevet 
promotion, and for a long time before—until the 4th of February, 1833, when he was promoted to the 
rank of captain, in the place of Captain Dana, deceased; that her husband died in the service of the 
United States, on the 6th March, 1834, after a short illness, at Williamsport, in Maryland, where he had 
gone with his command to quell a riot on the canal. 

The petitioner prays for an act of Congress authorizing the payment to her of the difference between 
the pay and emoluments of a first lieutenant and a captain, from the 11th August, 1830, to 4th February, 
1833, to which he would have been entitled had he lived until the Senate confirmed his nomination, 
which had been duly made for three successive years, and not acted on by the Senate. 

The facts stated by the petitioner are confirmed by the records of the War Department. 

It appears that the Attorrey General has given an opinion that to entitle an officer to brevet pay, 
under the law of 1812, the ofticer must be “brevetted,” and under the law of 1818 he must have “a 
brevet commission;” in other words, that he was not entitled to the pay and emoluments of his brevet 
rank for the period that he exercised a command equal to his brevet rank, between the time he became 
entitled to that rank and the date of his confirmation. This opinion conflicted with that of the Secretary 
of War, and appears also to be contrary to former military usage, and does not now govern the action of 
the War Department; and the Attorney General, while he feels himself bound to adhere to the opinion 
before expressed, thinks it just that Congress should allow the increased pay in all cases where the 
officer had a command agreeably to the higher grade, after the brevet rank was actually due. 

The committee are of opinion that, according to military usage, the commission confers rank, pay, 
and emoluments from the time of its date, without reference to the period of its confirmation. During 











790 MILITARY AFFAIRS. [No. 758. 





the continuance of the law conferring brevet rank, when the length of an officer’s service brought him 
within its provisions, he was subject to perform all the duties, and to incur all the responsibilities and 
expenses of his advanced grade, and took brevet rank from the date of his commission, which, in all 
cases, corresponded with the time when he became entitled to such rank, without regard to its 
confirmation. Had Captain Patrick lived until the Senate acted upon his nomination, which had been 
duly made by the President from time to time, there is no reason to doubt that it would have been 
confirmed. ‘The President, on his part, executed the law by making the nomination according to its 
provisions, and had the Senate acted, his right would have been perfected by the confirmation of the 
nomination. The non-action of the Senate ought not, in the opinion of the committee, to deprive a 
meritorious officer of the right vested in him by law, and deprive him of his brevet pay and emoluments. 
The committee, therefore, think that the petitioner is entitled to relief, and submit a bill accordingly. 
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ADDITIONAL ESTIMATES OF APPROPRIATIONS NECESSARY FOR PREVENTING AND SUP- 
PRESSING INDIAN HOSTILITIES IN FLORIDA AND THE CHEROKEE COUNTRY. 


COMMUNICATED TO THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES JANUARY 9, 1838. 


Department oF War, December 21, 1837. 

Sir: As the appropriation for “ preventing and suppressing Indian hostilities” is nearly exhausted, it 
becomes my duty to ask the consideration of the Committee of Ways and Means to the necessity of a 
further appropriation being made at an early period for this object, in order that the department may be 
enabled to carry on the military operations now in progress. I have the honor, therefore, to enclose you 
communications from the acting quartermaster general and the paymaster general, showing the amount 
that will be needed. 

There is another subject now before me, with which I beg leave to trouble the committee. 

This is the error noticed in the annual report of this department, which was made in the instructions 
for raising a body of Indians for service in Florida, in respect to the amount of pay which was to be given 
them: for the period between the time when those who entered the service enrolled themselves, and that 
when the error was explained to them, the difference between what was erroneously offered them, and what 
the existing laws allow to volunteers serving on foot, amounts to $7,775 53. By recent intelligence from 
Florida the department has been advised that these Indians are rendering highly important and valuable 
services by their efforts to influence the Seminoles to submit to a peaceful termination of hostilities; and 
in order that the faith of the government may be preserved with these valuable allies, I beg leave respect- 
fully to suggest that the committee will take the proper measures to have the sum specified appropriated 
at an early day. 

Very respectfully, your most obedient servant, 
J. R. POINSETT. 


Hon. C. C. CampreLenc, Chairman Committee of Ways and Means, House of Representatives. 





QUARTERMASTER GENERAL’s Orrice, Washington, December 19, 1837. 

Sir: The appropriation which was granted at the late extra session for the suppression of Indian 
hostilities was based upon estimates prepared in conformity to your direction, to meet the calls of the 
service “until the usual period of assembling Congress.” 

As that period has passed by, and the appropriation is now nearly exhausted, it is my duty to represent 
to you the necessity of a further provision of funds to enable the Quartermaster’s department to comply 
with the heavy requisitions which continue to be made upon it for supplies for the army operating in 
Florida, as well as for that stationed in the Cherokee country. 

For the reasons heretofore stated, it is impossible to present, with anything like accuracy, a 
detailed estimate of the amount required under the various heads of expenditure; but, considering the 
large force in the field, consisting chiefly of mounted men, whose horses, as well as themselves, are to be 
provided for, I would suggest an additional appropriation of one million of dollars for the service of the 
quartermaster’s department, to enable it to furnish the necessary supply of forage, the means of trans- 
portation, and the various other objects due from it, and to meet the contingent demands of the service. 

Whether any further appropriation will hereafter be needed to carry on the war in Florida depends 
upon the result of the campaign now in progress there. But as it is believed that the necessity for the force 
stationed in the Cherokee country will continue to exist during the ensuing year, it is probable that a 
further provision will be required for that service before the adjournment of Congress. 

I have the honor to be, sir, your obedient servant, 
T. CROSS, Acting Quartermaster General. 

Hon. J. R. Pornserr, Secretary of War. 
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Paymaster GENERAL’s Orrice, Washington, December 20, 1837. 

Sm: In compliance with your verbal instructions, I have the honor to submit an estimate of the funds 
required by this department to pay the volunteers now in service. 

From returns in the Adjutant General’s office, it appears that there are in Florida, exclusive of 
General Nelson’s command, 4,428 volunteers and Indians: of these, 3,377 are mounted; and it would 
require an appropriation of $910,000 to pay the whole for six months, the time generally volunteered for. 
But I understand that you have given instructions to reduce the mounted force to 2,000; it is therefore 
presumed that 1,877 mounted volunteers will be entitled only to three months’ pay, and six months’ allow- 
ance for clothing, which will reduce the sum required tu $790,000. 

The paymasters in Florida state that General Nelson’s command is 1,400 strong; if that is correct, 
and the department is authorized to pay them, it will require an appropriation of $306,000. 

Governor Call informs the paymaster at Tallahassee that there are a number of companies and 
officers in different parts of the Territory that have performed service, and are entitled to pay; but, owing 
to the difficulty of procuring an officer of the United States army to muster them in and out of service at 
the proper time, it had not been done. The paymaster states that Lieutenant Vinton is now performing 
the duty; and that if their services are sanctioned, it will require about $92,000, in addition to the funds 
he now has, to make the payment. 

There are, according to the last returns, 778 mounted volunteers, under the command of Colonel 
Lindsay, in the Cherokee nation; these, it is believed, have all received the allowance of clothing. Their 
pay, and other allowances for six months, amounts to $146,000; for which an appropriation is also 
required, 


RECAPITULATION. 


For volunteers and Indians, reported by the adjutant general ............ ccc eee eee $790, 000 
i a aa ‘ase ees 306, 000 
For volunteers, reported by Governor Call..............4. eer eT Terre vere r re 92, 000 
Pe Se I INI os kiss ci icetneeew.o. sabeeercneeecssesecdnacseeus i 146, 000 


1, 334, 000 


Respectfully, your obedient servant, 
N. TOWSON, Paymaster General. 


Hon. J. R. Potnserr, Secretary of War. 
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ON CLAIM OF DANIEL PARKER FOR THE PAY AND EMOLUMENTS OF A BRIGADIER 
GENERAL, WHILE ADJUTANT AND INSPECTOR GENERAL OF THE ARMY. 


COMMUNICATED TO THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES JANUARY 5, 1838. 


Mr. Coxes, from the Committee on Military Affairs, to whom was referred the memorial of General 
Daniel Parker, reported: 


That the memorialist sets forth that, under the act entitled “An act for the better organization of the 
general staff of the army of the United States,” passed March 3, 1813, he was appointed adjutant and 
inspector general, with the rank, pay, and emoluments of a brigadier general; that he was the only in- 
cumbent of that office from the passage of that law to the reduction of the army by the “ Act to reduce 
and fix the military peace establishment of the United States,” passed March 2, 1821; that in the settle- 
ment of his accounts he has not received all the emoluments allowed to other brigadier generals of the 
army; that, while the accounting officers of the treasury have acknowledged the justice and equity of his 
claim, they have not felt themselves authorized to make such further allowance for forage, fuel, quarters, 
and rations, as has been made to others. He further states that, when his services as adjutant and 
inspector general ceased, under the provisions of the last-recited act, he was assigned to the office of pay- 
master general of the army, and discharged the duties of the same until the completion of the organiza- 
tion of the army under that act, when his public services terminated, leaving him justly and equitably 
entitled to such pay and allowances for fuel and quarters as have been allowed and paid to his successor 
in that office. He also claims the three months’ pay provided by the thirteenth section of the act of March 
2, 1821. He asks that an act may be passed directing his pay accounts to be settled upon just and equi- 
table principles, and that he may receive whatever may have been paid to other officers of his rank. 

Ist. The petitioner claims pay for double rations from September 30, 1818, to May 31, 1821. 

2d. Pay for fuel and quarters while he acted as adjutant and inspector general, from March 6, 1816, 
to September 30, 1818. 

3d. An allowance for fuel and quarters while he acted as paymaster general. 

4th. Three months’ extra pay, under the act of 1821, as a disbanded officer. 

In regard to the first claim, it appears that General Parker charged, and received of Paymaster Leslie, 
a commutation of double rations from September 30, 1818, to May 31, 1821, amounting to $2,337 60. 
This sum was allowed to Paymaster Leslie by the accounting officers, but disallowed to General Parker, 
and charged to his personal account. Some time after, General Parker’s account was reported for suit. 
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An action was brought against him, and judgment was rendered against him, both in the circuit and 
The presiding judge of the Supreme Court says, “that there can be no controversy 


Supreme Courts. 
He may issue the order himself, or it may 


about double rations, if the President makes the allowance, 
be done by the Secretary of War, with his approbation.” The opinion of the court appears to have been 
founded upon the considerations that no law imperatively required the allowance; that the President had 
not specially granted it; and that this case did not come within the regulations of the War Department. 

After the suit terminated against General Parker, he applied to the Secretary of War, who, in 1831, 
with the opinion of the Supreme Court before him, made the following order, to wit: 


“General Parker was appointed adjutant and inspector general, in both of which capacities he acted. 
The law gave to this officer the pay and emoluments of a brigadier general. The profits of the office were, 
If a brigadier general received fuel, and quarters, and double rations, so too should 


of course, contingent. 
Major Nourse and 


General Parker. Every brigadier in the service did receive this allowance. 
Colonel Jones, who performed the duties of the office since the reduction in 1821, also received double 
rations. Upon principles of equal justice, then, they should not and ought not to be denied to General 


Parker. 
“J. H. EATON.” 


In pursuance of the above order, the Second Auditor passed the suspended item for double rations 
from September 30, 1818, to May 31, 1821, $2,337 60; but the Second Comptroller refused to sanction it, 
on the ground that it was retrospective in its operation. 

The allowance of double rations rests upon the construction of the fifth section of the act of March 
16, 1802, and of the regulations and orders of the executive departments, issued in pursuance of that 
section. This construction has been a subject of much diversity of opinion with the different executive 
officers, as well as others; and its progress has received, as it deserves, the careful examination of your 
committee. 

The fifth section of the act of March 16, 1802, authorized the President to allow “to the commanding 
officers of each separate post such additional number of rations as he might from time to time direct, having 
respect to the special circumstances of each post.” 

On August 25, 1812, the President directed that generals commanding separate armies should be 
allowed double rations. The headquarters of a separate army was, by this order, decided to be a separate 


post. 
In February, 1814, the President directed that generals and other officers commanding districts should 


be allowed double rations; and the headquarters of districts were thus decided to be separate posts. 

In March, 1816, Mr. Crawford, then Secretary of War, issued a regulation allowing double rations to 
generals and other officers commanding military departments, and to all officers commanding permanent 
posts and garrisons, separate from the stations of commanding officers of departments, and which involvd 
the expense of separate commands. The headquarters of military departments were then construed to be 
separate posts. 

In May, 1818, Mr. Calhoun, Secretary of War, with the approbation of the President, allowed double 
rations to the chief engineer stationed at Washington; and on July 27, 1821, the same allowance was 
made, to commence with that day, to the quartermaster general, the commissary general of subsistence, 
and the chief of the Ordnance department, each exercising a separate military jurisdiction. These regu- 
lations have been sanctioned by the decisions of the accounting officers ; and the headquarters of each 
branch of the staff, exercising separate and independent jurisdiction, have been thus decided by the Executive 
to be a separate post, within the meaning of the law. 

The present revised regulations, approved by the President and published by the Secretary of War 
extend this allowance to the officers in charge of the military bureaus at the city of Washington, 
Up to August 27, 1831, it had heen usual to give these regulations and 

On that day the regulation made in Major Belton’s case, confining 


in 1835, 
including the inspectors general. 
orders a retrospective operation. 
allowances to a prospective effect, was issued in general orders on August 31, 1831, and has continued in 
force to this time. 

Your committee deem it unnecessary to go into the argument as to the intention and legal construc- 
tion of the fifth section of the law of March, 1802, which could only be required on the question of repealing 
the present regulations of the War Department upon this subject. Certain it is, that if the practical 
construction which has since obtained had prevailed during the period of General Parker’s service, he 
would have been allowed that which he now claims. 

The order of Secretary Eaton, in June, 1831, directing the claim to be allowed, it was supposed 
would supply the want of Executive direction, which was the original objection to its allowance ; but 
the claim was still disallowed, on account of the retrospective effect of that order. The committee, without 
intending to sanction the propriety or legality of making such orders, consider it sufficient in this case 
that, to a date subsequent to this order, it had been, with few exceptions, the practice of the Executive to 
make such retrospective allowances. 

The committee are of the opinion that this claim of General Parker comes within the reason of the 
law, as it has been construed, if not within its letter, and cannot see the justice or policy of excluding the 
petitioner from an allowance which has been granted to the other brigadiers of the army. 

2d. General Parker claims pay for fuel and quarters while he acted as adjutant general, from March 
6, 1816, to September 30, 1818. 

The right of the adjutant general to fuel and quarters is derived from the regulations of the War 
Department, approved by the President, and sanctioned and authorized by the ninth section of the act of 
April 24, 1816. This act declares that “the regulations in force before the reduction of the army (which 
was on March 3, 1815) shall be recognized as far as the same shall be found applicable to the service, 
subject, however, to such alterations as the Secretary of War may adopt, with the approbation of the 
President.” Quarters and fuel were allowed the adjutant and inspector general by regulation before the 
passage of this act, and were subsequently continued to that officer by general regulations of the army. 
There can, therefore, be no doubt of the legal right of the adjutant and inspector general to fuel and 
quarters, 

The claim of the petitioner was presented to the accounting officers April 30, 1825, and disallowed on 
the ground that he had received, under Mr. Crawford’s order, a commutation of double rations, in lieu of 
fuel and quarters, for the whole period embraced in his claim. 

The petitioner urges that the above order of Mr. Crawford was indorsed on his account, which was 
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settled up to March 6, 1816, and had only a retrospective operation ; that on that day the general regu- 
lations of March 6, 1816, were issued, extending the allowance of double rations to the other brigadiers 
of the army ; after which he was paid double rations under those regulations until tne allowance to him 
was stopped in 1818 by Mr. Caihoun ; that furnishing fuel and quarters belonged to the quartermaster’s 
department ; and, there being no quartermaster at Washington, he could not receive them in kind until 
September 30, 1818, after which he did receive them from the quartermaster general. 

On February 9, 1829, General Parker again presented his claim to the accounting officers, with the follow- 
ing indorsement on the voucher, by General Porter, Secretary of War: “This account being for personal 
allowances to General Parker, as an officer of the army in the regular course of service, it should be 
settled upon the principles observed in the settlement of other parallel cases at the time.” 

The claim was again disallowed by the Auditor, upon the ground that there were no parallel cases to 
warrant its allowance. 

The Second Comptroller, It. Cutts, was of a different opinion, inasmuch as the above order of General 
Porter referred to the order of Mr. Calhoun of May 12, 1818, which is as follows : ‘“ Until otherwise ordered, 
the chief engineer, while resident at Washington, will be allowed at the rate of nine hundred and twelve 
dollars a year, in lieu of fuel and quarters. He will also receive double rations.” 

The Second Comptroller accordingly made the following decision on the account : 

“In conversation with the President and Secretary of War, with regard to the within claim of fuel 
and quarters, it was understood to be their opinion that, inasmuch as a similar claim had been allowed 
and paid, the basis of the present claim, it ought to be allowed. It is therefore admitted.” 

This account, with the indorsement, remained in the Second Comptroller’s office until after the then 
Comptroller (Cutts) had retired from it. Mr. Hill, who succeeded him October 12, 1829, addressed a 
letter to the Third Auditor, stating that a decision once had in this office was binding, unless founded on 
error in fact, and requesting the amount of General Parker’s account for fuel and quarters to be passed 
to his credit. No answer was given to this letter. 

The Attorney General (Berrien) gave an opinion in the case, that the decision of Second Comptroller 
Cutts was not final, inasmuch as the account remained in the office after he had retired from it. 

The case was subsequently referred to the War Department, and on October 8, 1830, the following 
indorsement was made on the account by Mr. Randolph, the Acting Secretary of War : ‘‘ The principle of 
allowing a commutation for double rations, as well as for fuel and quarters, was established by regula- 
tion of May 12, 1818, issued by Mr. Calhoun, the Secretary of War. This regulation was made applicable 
to General Parker’s case by a decision of General Porter, in January, 1829; and the late Second Comp- 
troller admitted the amount in the case of $2,416, which was confirmed by his successor, Mr. Hill. There 
is now no disposition to arrest these decisions, and the item which is allowed will pass to the credit of 
General Parker.” 

On the 14th of the following December Mr. Eaton, the Secretary of War, indorsed on the account as 
follows: “General Parker’s case having been decided by the acting Secretary of War, no further action 
appears necessary than for the Comptroller to pass the item to the credit of General Parker.” 

On the 3lst of the same month a portion of the account (the rest referring itself to the Third 
Auditor) was reported by the Second Auditor to the Second Comptroller, and was disallowed by the 
Comptroller. 

On the 17th of May, 1834, the opinion of Mr. Butler, the present Attorney General, was taken in the 
case. He gave it as his opinion, “that the acts and decisions of the former Secretaries of War are suffi- 
cient, until reversed and countermanded, to authorize and require the accounting officers to settle and 
audit the claim of General Parker for an allowance to the amount of $2,416 in lieu of fuel and quarters.” 

On the 22d of May the account was again reported by the Second Auditor, in favor of General Parker. 

On the 5th of June the account was referred by the Second Comptroller to Mr. Cass, Secretary of 
War, and Mr. Cass returned it with the following answer: “It is not necessary to examine the case of 
General Parker, further than the action of my predecessors on it in October and December, 1830. By the 
opinion of the Attorney General, given in this case, on the 17th of May last, that action of my prede- 
cessors is perfect, as it respects this department, and constitutes the voucher for the accounting officers 
in settling General Parker’s claim, unless reversed and countermanded by the Secretary of War. Such 
reversal I consider it wrong to make; and as the allowance to General Parker was made before the 
general order in the case of Major Belton, it is, therefore, not affected by it. General Parker’s case is 
returned, that he may be credited according to former decisions and the vpinion of the law officer of the 
government.” 

The only difficulty in the merits of this question has been, whether General Parker did not receive, 
in lien of fuel and quarters, a commutation of double rations ? This was the case, by the special order of 
Mr. Crawford, up to the general regulations of the same date, (March 6, 1816,) which gave the allowance 
of double rations to other brigadier generals of the army; after which time, he conceived himself entitled 
to the allowance of double rations, not in lieu of fuel and quarters, but on its own account. Now, if the 
committee are right in the opinion that they have expressed in a preceding part of this report, that 
General Parker ought to have the allowance of double rations, it follows, of course, that he should receive 
fuel and quarters. 

The committee, without touching the question of the relative jurisdiction of the accounting officers 
and other branches of the executive; without regard to the distinctions and legal exceptions which, on 
some occasions, prevented the allowance; and giving full credit to the officers who favored, and to those 
who persisted in opposing, this claim, are of opinion that it should be allowed by Congress. 

3d. The petitioner claims an allowance for fuel and quarters while he acted as paymaster general. 

The committee are of opinion that this claim is founded both in law and equity. The regulations of 
the army gave fuel and quarters to the paymaster general, which regulations were sanctioned by the 
9th section of the act of the 24th of April, 1816, as is shown in a preceding part of this report Doubts, 
however, were entertained in regard to paymaster general Towson; and to remove those doubts, Con- 
gress, on the 13th of March, 1832, passed an act authorizing and directing the quartermaster general to 
pay Nathan Towson, paymaster general of the United States, his accounts for fuel and quarters for such 
time as he has not received the allowance since his appointment to that office. By virtue of this act the 
allowance was paid to Colonel Towson, for periods of time both before and after that for which General 
Parker acted in that capacity. 

There can be no distinction in the two cases; and your committee can see no propriety in withholding 
from one the compensation granted to the other. 
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4th. He claims three months’ extra pay, under the act of 1821, as a disbanded officer. 

By the 13th section of the act of the 2d of March, 1821, “to reduce and fix the peace establishment of 
the United States,” it is provided that there shall be allowed and paid to each commissioned officer, who 
shall be discharged from the service of the United States in pursuance of this act, three months’ pay, in 
addition to the pay and emoluments to which he may be entitled at the time of his discharge. 

The petitioner was not discharged from the service of the United States when he ceased to do the duties 
of adjutant and inspector general; but, under the expectation of being appointed paymaster general, he 
performed the duties of that office until the close of the next session of Congress, when, not being nomi- 
nated to the Senate, his services expired. It may not be critically true that he was discharged from the 
service of the United States in pursuance of the act of March 2, 1821; yet his discharge certainly hap- 
pened in consequence of that act. His temporary continuance in the service as paymaster general may 
have taken him out of the letter of the law; but his just expectation of being permanently appointed to 
that office, and his sudden disappointment and discharge from service, bring him fully within the spirit of 
the law. Other officers who were discharged had time to prepare for entering on civil employments. 
General Parker was suddenly left without employment; and the reason for the allowance, in his case, has 


double strength. ; 
To enable the accounting officers of the treasury to carry into effect the intentions of this report, the 


committee report a bill. 
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25rH Conceess. | 


ORDERS WITHDRAWING MAJOR GENERAL SCOTT AND APPOINTING MAJOR GENERAL 
JESUP TO THE COMMAND OF THE ARMY IN FLORIDA, AND CORRESPONDENCE SHOW- 
ING ITS OPERATIONS DURING THE SEMINOLE WAR UNDER THE COMMAND OF THE 


LATTER. 





COMMUNICATED TO THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES JANUARY 8, 1838. 


DepaRTMENT OF War, January 6, 1838. 


£1r: Ihave the honor to transmit herewith “a copy of the record of the proceedings of the court 

of inquiry, convened at Fredericktown, in relation to the operations against the Seminole and Creek 

Indians,” which contains what is called for in the first three paragraphs of the resolution of the House of 

Representatives of the 4th of October last ; and to enclose a report and documents from the commanding 

general in answer to the fourth and last paragraph of that resolution. 
Very respectfully, your most obedient servant, 


J. R. POINSETT. 
Hon. James K. Pork, Speaker of the House of Representatives. 





In tHE House or RepresENTATIVES OF THE Unitep Srates, October 4, 1860. 


Resolved, That the President of the United States be requested to transmit to this House— 

Ist. A copy of all the documents and correspondence in his department relative to the recall of 
Major General Scott from the command against the Seminole and Creek Indians. 

2d. A copy of the record of the proceedings of the court of inquiry,* convened at Fredericktown, in 
relation to the operations against the Seminole and Creek Indians, together with the decisions thereon of 


the late and present executive. 
3d. A copy of the orders to Major General Scott relative to the conduct of his command and the 


terms he might offer to the enemy. 
4th. A copy of the orders of Major General Jesup on assigning to him the same command ; and all 


other orders and correspondence with General Jesup subsequent thereto, which he may deem not injuri- 
ous to the public service to communicate. 





Heapquarters oF THE Army, Washington, January 2, 1838. 


Sir: I have the honor, herewith, to transmit a copy of the correspondence with Major General Jesup, 
and all other information which can be furnished by this office, in relation to the Creek and Seminole 
campaigns, as required by the resolution of the House of Representatives of October 4, 1837. 

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, sir, your obedient servant, 
ALEX. MACOMB, Major General, Commanding-in-chief. 


The Secretary or War, War Department, Washington, D. C. 
“For the proceedings of the military court of inquiry, held at Fredericktown, in the case of Major General Scott and 


Major General Gaines, in answer to the first, second, and third paragraphs of the resolution of the House of Representatives, 
(see Senate Doc. No, 224, 2d session 24th Congress.) (See also American State Papers, Military Affairs, vol. 7, No. 738.) 
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Heapquarters oF THE Army, Washington, June 28, 1836. 


Sir: I have received, through the Secretary of War, the order of the President to call you to the 
seat of government. You will therefore, on the receipt of this letter, turn over to Brigadier General 
Jesup the command of the troops serving against the hostile Creeks, and repair to the city of Wash- 
ington. 
I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

ALEX. MACOMB, Major General, Commanding-in-chief. 
Major General W. Scorr, Fort Mitchell, Alabama. 





HEADQUARTERS OF THE Army, Washington, June 28, 1836. 


Sir: Major General Scott having been ordered to the seat of government, the command of the troops 
serving against the hostile Creeks is, by direction of the Pres:dent, hereby vested in you. The instruc- 
tions which you received from the War Department, on leaving Washington for the Creek nation, will be 
your guide in executing the important duties which are hereby again devolved on you. 

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, sir, your obedient servant, 
ALEX. MACOMB, Major General, Commanding-in-chief. 

Major General Jesup, Port Mitchell, Alabama. 





Heapquarters oF THe Army, Washington, April 7, 1837. 


Sir: From the favorable reports you have made of the state of affairs in Florida, and the recent 
conduct of the Indians, we are led to the belief that you will soon terminate matters with the Seminoles. 
If such should be the case, it is desirable that the troops should be sent to their respective stations, as 
indicated in the late general order concerning the artillery and the other troops—the dragoons and 
infantry—to repair, by the way of New Orleans, to the following points, viz: the dragoons to Jefferson 
Barracks, where the whole regiment is to be assembled for instruction ; and the sixth infantry to Jesup ; 
the fourth to New Orleans and Baton Rouge—say five companies at New Orleans and five at Baton 
Rouge. As the public property will require, in all probability, some protection, and the country itself 
the countenance of some military force, you will retain such as you may deem necessary for the purpose ; 
but the dragoons you will forward to New Orleans as soon as possible, with a view to their joining at 
Jefferson Barracks. All this presumes the war to be ended. 

In a letter addressed by you to the colonel of ordnance, you ask for an additional officer to assist 
Captain d’Lagnel. Cannot you supply the necessary assistants from the officers of the artillery? There 
is Lieutenant Thornton, a first-rate ordnance officer, and I dare say many others very competent. I will, 
therefore, request that you use your discretion in ordering officers of the artillery under your command 
on ordnance service, with the view of securing all the property belonging to that department in Florida, 
or elsewhere, belonging to the army, which has been operating in the Seminole and Creek countries. 

General Armistead has expressed a wish that he might be indulged with leave of absence after the 
close of the war in Florida. I leave it to your discretion to grant him such leave of absence as you may 
approve, within the extent of the regulations, when his services may not be longer required in Florida. 

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your most obedient servant, 
ALEX. MACOMB, Major General, Commanding-in-chief. 


Major General Tuos. 8. Jesur, Commanding the Forces U. S. in Florida. 





Hrapquarters oF THE Army, Washington, April 18, 1837. 


Sir: Since I last addressed you on the subject of the disposition of the troops at the close of the war 
in Florida, circumstances connected with the southwestern frontier have induced a change from that 
communicated to you in my letter of the Tth of April. It is now determined by the Secretary of War to 
station two regiments of artillery at Camp Sabine, on the Sabine river, near where the Nacogdoches road 
crosses; one regiment and six companies of the remaining regiment of artillery on the Sabine river, where 
the Opelousas road crosses; two of the remaining companies to be stationed at some healthy position as 
near the mouth of the Sabine ay practicable, and one at Key West; the two companies of the second regi- 
ment of infantry to be stationed at the Upper Withlacoochee, Georgia; fourth regiment of infantry, five 
companies to remain in Florida, two to garrison Baton Rouge, and two New Orleans, one company to 
remain in the Cherokee country; sixth regiment, seven companies to be sent to the Sabine, near the Ope- 
lousas road, three companies to Camp Sabine; the whole of the second regiment of dragoons to be concen- 
trated at Jefferson Barracks. You will, therefore, as soon as the circumstances of your command will 
permit, order the whole of the first and fourth regiments of artillery to Camp Sabine; the whole of the 
second regiment of artillery and six companies of the third to Opelousas road, to take up the most eligible 
position near where it crosses the Sabine; one company to Key West, (Captain Childs’s,) and two compa- 
nies to some eligible position near the mouth of the Sabine, which will be selected after the arrival of the 
regiment at the Sabine. You will understand distinctly that this arrangement of the troops is not to go 
into effect if it will interfere with your arrangements in reference to Florida; but as far as it will not 
interfere, you will order the troops to their respective stations, as herein indicated. 

I have the honor to be, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
, ALEX. MACOMB, Major General, Commanding-in-chief 
Major General Jesur, Fort Dade, Florida. 
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P. S.—With the regiments of artillery, I wish you to send such howitzers and field-pieces as may be 


deemed necessary and fit for service on the southwestern frontier, with the carriages, harness, and other 


equipments. I wish, especially, that the mountain howitzers be sent to New Orleans, to be one half sent 


to Fort Gibson, and the other half to Camp Sabine. d Eas 
A. M., Major General, Commanding-in-chief. 


HEADQUARTERS OF THE ARMY, Washington, April 24, 1837. 
Genera: A letter bas been received here, from the governor of Georgia, in relation to Colonel 
Nelson, of the Georgia volunteers, stating that Colonel Nelson was authorized by you to organize a staff 
consisting of one adjutant, one surgeon, and one quartermaster, for his battalion. = 
You are requested to send to the headquarters of the army a copy of your order authorizing those 
appointments, that tiie Secretary of War may see the propriety of paying those officers. 


I have the honor to be, &c., . . 
A. MACOMB, Jajor General, Commanding-in-chief. 


Major General Tuomas 8. Jesup. 





HerapquarTers OF THE Army, Washington, April 29, 1837. 
Sir: From documents received from his excellency the governor of Alabama, and from other quarters, 
it appears that there are many of the Creek Indians still in the swamps and fastnesses of the country 
occupied by them before the emigration; and, with a view of preventing further calls being made on the 
militia of the adjacent States, it is thought best to send to Fort Mitchell some of the regular troops under 
your command, whenever you think you can safely spare them. You will, therefore, order the 4th regi- 
ment of infantry thither, or such parts of it as you can spare. 
I have the honor to be, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
ALEX. MACOMB, Major General, Commanding-in-chief. 


Major General Tuomas S. Jesup, Commanding the Army in Florida, Tampa Bay. 





HeapquarRTERS OF THE ARMY, Washington, June 10, 1837. 
Sir: I have duly received your several letters acknowledging the receipt of several from me, and 
stating the slowness of the movements of the Seminoles towards embarking for the west, and your desire 
to be relieved from the duty of superintending the sending of them off, with permission to leave the com- 
mand and attend to your private concerns. ‘These letters have been all shown to the Secretary of War. 
With regard to your leaving Florida until the Indians are sent off, the Secretary could not consent to it, 
as it would be difficult to supply your place by one so conversant with all the arrangements; and if the 
war should be rekindled, the experience you have had in conducting the operations in Florida is considered 
as too valuable to be lost by your removal from the command. 
I have the honor to be, very respectfully, sir, your obedient servant, 
ALEX. MACOMB, Alajor General, Commanding-in-chief. 


Major General Jesur, Commanding the Troops in Florida. 





HeapquarTERS OF THE Army, Washington, June 22, 1837. 


Sir: Your communication dated Tampa Bay, June 5, 1837, addressed to the adjutant general, has 
been received and submitted to the Secretary of War. The Secretary of War, after duly considering the 
contents of your communication, has requested me to inform you that after posting the troops in such 
stations as to cover the frontier from hostile attacks, as far as this can be done consistently with a due 
regard to their health, you will be at liberty to return to the performance of the duties of your office, as 
quartermaster general, at the seat of government, provided that on the receipt of this letter you still 
desire to be relieved from the command of the army of Florida. The Department of War waits anxiously 
for your views as to the preparation which you consider necessary for a renewal of hostilities in October 
and the successful prosecution of the war, and is desirous to know what course you would advise to be 
pursued with the Creek warriors, as it is deemed important to remove their families as early as practicable 
to their homes. 


I have the honor to be, sir, your obedient servant, 
ALEX. MACOMB, Major General, Commanding-in-chief. 


Major General Tuomas S. Jesur, Tampa Bay, Florida. 





HEADQUARTERS OF THE ARMY, Washington, June 30, 1837. 


Sir: If you can possibly dispense with the services of the marines, you will order them to their head- 
quarters at Washington. Lieutenant Colonel Miller you will order to Washington on the receipt of this. 
I am, with great respect, your most obedient servant, 
ALEX. MACOMB, Major General, Commanding-in-chiefe 


Major General Tuomas 8. Jesup, Commanding the Troops in Florida. 
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HeEapquarTERS OF THE Army, Washinglon, July 6, 18387. 


Sir: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 17th ultimo, addressed to the 
adjutant general—among other things, expressing a desire to visit Kentucky for a few weeks. You no 
doubt ere this will have received my letter authorizing you to leave the command of the army in Florida, 
and directing you to repair to this city to resume your functions as quartermaster general. In proceeding 
to Washington, there is no objection to your taking Kentucky in your route, and spending the time you 
require in that State. 

Wishing you health and prosperity, I remain, with great consideration, yours, &c., 

ALEX. MACOMB, Major General, Commanding-in-chief. 


Major General Tuomas S. Jesup, Commanding the Army in Florida, Garey’s Ferry, Florida. 








HEADQUARTERS OF THE Army, Washington, August 15, 1837. 
GeneraL: Agreeably to instructions from the War Department, I am directed by the general-in-chief 
to request that you will detail suitable officers to take charge of the clothing depots to be established at 
Jacksonville and Tampa Bay. 
I have the honor to be, &c., 
JOHN N. MACOMB, Aide-de-camp. 
Major General Jesur, Commanding the Army in Florida. 





Apsutant GENERAL’s Orricr, Washington, November 8, 1836. 
Sir: Your communications of the 16th and 17th of October, from Tampa Bay, have been received and 
submitted to the general-in-chief and Secretary of War. 
I am, sir, &c., 
R. JONES. 
Major General T. 8. Jesup, Commanding, é&c., St. Mark’s, Florida. 





Angcutant GeNERAL’s Orrice, Washington, November 10, 1836. 

Sr: The following named officers of the army, serving in Florida, have been summoned by Captain 
Cooper, the special judge advocate of the court of inquiry now in session at Fredericktown, as witnesses in 
the case ordered to be investigated by that tribunal, pursuant to “General Order” No. 65, dated October 8. 
The summonses were transmitted to the several officers named, through this office, at the request of the 
judge advocate: 

Captain Drane, 2d artillery; Lieutenant McCrabb, 4th infantry; Lieutenant Betts, 1st artillery. 

At the verbal request of Captain Cooper, summonses for Major Lomax, 3d artillery, and Lieutenant 
G. Morris, 4th infantry, were also forwarded through this office. In addition to the above-named officers, 
the following, not at the time serving with, but belonging to, the Florida troops, have been required to 
attend, viz: 

Brigadier General Eustis, Lieutenant Colonel Bankhead, Colonel Lindsay, Lieutenant J. E. Johnston, 
Captain Canfield, Captain Waite, assistant quartermaster, and Captain Morrison. 

I am, sir, Xc., 
R. JONES. 

Brevet Major General T. S. Jesup, St. Mark’s, Florida. 





Apgutant Generat’s Orricr, Washington, December 5, 1836. 


Sir: Your communications from Tampa Bay, dated the 3d and 6th of November, respectively, en- 
closing copies of your correspondence with the governors of Georgia and Alabama respecting a call for 
an additional volunteer force for the service in Florida, were received on the 29th ultimo and submitted 
to the Secretary of War, the general-in-chief being absent at Fredericktown. The transit of these letters 
appears to have been delayed, as Dr. Elwes informs me that, having been charged with their transmission, 
they were unintentionally retaired in his possession a week or more after his arrival at the north, or before 
he committed them to the post office at Elizabethtown. 

With regard to the supply of recruits to which you advert in your letter of the 3d, it may be proper 
to remark, for your information, that the recruiting service has never been less successful than in the last 
twelve months, and especially during the past summer. The whole number of infantry and artillery 
recruits enlisted for the general service in the eastern department, inclusive of the lst of October, is but 
585 ; of which number only 85 have been sent to any northern station, and they have gone to the Upper 
Mississippi for the first regiment of infantry ; 252 recruits have been assigned to companies ordered to 
Florida and the Creek nation, inclusive of the month of June, and 34 to the company of the 4th infantry 
serving in the Cherokee country, at Camp Cass. 
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On the 19th of November Lieutenant Colonel Foster reported that he should leave New Orleans with 
about 90 recruits for the 4th infantry ; and on the 15th of that month Colonel Cutler was instructed, as 
you have already been apprised, to detach 119 recruits for the same regiment in Florida, as soon as they 
could be collected, which will complete its establishment. 

Of the 173 infantry recruits enlisted in the western department, inclusive of October 1, 149 have 
been sent to the 4th regiment of infantry serving in Florida, and 45 were assigned to the 6th infantry 
when ordered from Jefferson Barracks to the frontiers of Louisiana. 

It will be seen by “General Oorder” No. 80 that 550 recruits have been called for, for the artillery 
companies now serving in Florida; but I regret to add it is impossible to say how soon this reinforce- 
ment may reach its destination ; for notwithstanding the continued efforts of all the recruiting officers 
engaged in the service, the accession of numbers for the foot is yet slow. 

The superintendent has been instructed to send off detachments in small parties of 50 or 60 to Florida 
without detaining them for greater numbers. 

I acknowledge the receipt of your field report of the troops at Fort Brooke, Tampa Bay, on the 3d of 
November. With reference to the subject of field returns, I respectfully require your attention to my 
letter dated the 3d of June, and would now ask that you may forward such monthly returns, if it be 
practicable, of the Tennessee volunteers, and of the volunteers or militia from other States who may have 
been under your command during your service in the Creek nation. And I also respectfully request that 
monthly returns of the volunteer force now serving in all Florida, distinguishing the States and Territories 
to which they severally belong, may be forwarded for the information of the general-in-chief and War 
Department, with as little delay as practicable. These returns are now the more necessary as full returns 
never have been furnished by either of your predecessors commanding the army either in the Creek or 
Florida campaigns. 

The printed blank returns furnished you in June appear not to have been used; I nevertheless send : 
a few more of the same description for field use. 

I do not speak of the regular force ; its situation and condition have been generally regularly 
reported. In meeting the inquiries of the Secretary of War as to the volunteer force serving in Florida, 
I have had resort to such data as I have been able to obtain, relying chiefly on the muster-rolls furwarded 
by the mustering officer; but I have no assurance that the rolls of all companies mustered into service 
have been forwarded to the Adjutant General's office. The certainty as to all the force operating in the 
field is only to be obtained from returns forwarded by authority of the commanding general. 

A consolidated general field return of a// the force, army, marines, volunteers, and Indians serving in 
Florida, say on the 30th of November, is called for by the Secretary of War, which it is hoped it may be 
in your power to furnish, although I am well aware, for want of a proper staff, commanders in the field 
have it not in their power always to comply with the regulations touching reports, returns, &c.; and it 
is owing to this circumstance, no doubt, that general headquarters have not been regularly furnished 
with copies of the “Orders” and “Special Orders ” issued by you (as is the case with other commanders) 
while in command in the Creek nation. 

Nos. 49 to 57, inclusive, and No. 59, are all that have been received at this office; the omitted num- 
bers of the series of the Creek campaign are now requested to be forwarded as soon as convenient for 
the information of the general-in-chief. . 


I am, sir, &c., 
R. JONES. 
Major General Tuos. 8. Jesur, Commanding the Army in Florida, Tampa Bay, Florida. 
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ApstuTant GENERAL’s Orricr, Washington, December 31, 1836. 


Sm: I have the pleasure to acknowledge the receipt of the following communications from your 
headquarters since the date of my last letter of December 5. I enumerate them in the order of their 
receipt, viz: 

1. Your letter, dated Tampa Bay, November 20, referring to the arrival of the second detachment of 
the Alabama battalion, &c.; received December 17. 

2. Letter dated November 21, transmitting copies of your correspondence with the late Colonel 
Walker, relative to a mistake in a report of Major General Scott, &c., which, agreeably to your request, 
are placed upon the files of the office; received December 17. As ina former like case, respecting mis- 
takes in one of his official communications from Florida, I have on this occasion forwarded copies of these 
papers to Major General Scott. 

3. Letter dated November 18, reporting your readiness to take the field, but delayed for want of 
transportation, and reporting the arrival of the last detachment of the Alabama volunteers, &c.; received 
December 21. } 

4. Letter of November 27, from Tampa Bay, transmitting papers in relation to the election of Charles 
Irvine to be captain of Washington volunteers. 

5. Letter of November 28, from Tampa Bay, reporting the embarkation of the troops for the Withla- 
coochee, &c. : 

6. Letter dated December 12, from Volusia, suggesting the ordering the 6th infantry to Florida, 
reporting the near approach of the expiration of the period of service of the Tennessee brigade,* &c. 
These last three letters were, respectively, received on the 24th of December. 

T. Letter dated December 5 from Volusia, reporting the progress of your operations, and your having 
joined General Call on the night of the 4th instant, &c.; received December 30, (yesterday.) 


_ 
OT ae 


* The Secretary of War having understood that the time of the Tennessee brigade would not expire until the Ist of 
January, when making out his annual report inquired of me if this was so. To which, after directing the examination to be 
made, I answered in the affirmative. This; however, may not have been exactly correct; for, although the official brigade 
réurn, including twenty companies, forwarded by Captain Kingsley, the mustering and inspecting officer, specified the ‘‘ 1st of 
Juiy, 1836,’’ as the time of the commencement of the service of the brigade ; yet it would appear, on further examination, by 
the muster-rolls, that only twelve companies would continue to the Ist and 2d of January, 1837, four to the 25th of December, 
one to the 18th, one to the 17th, and two to the 16th of the same month. 
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These several communications have all been submitted to the Secretary of War, and subsequently 
to the general-in-chief on his recent return to headquarters. 

Copies of orders and instructions directing the 2d regiment of dragoons and the two companies of 
artillery, recently organized at Forts Hamilton and Monroe, first instructing this force to be held in readi- 
ness to proceed to Florida at the shortest notice, and subsequently directing it to proceed to join the army 
in Florida without delay, have been duly forwarded from this office for your information, by which you 
will perceive that your suggestions, touching the reinforcement of your command by the new regiment 
of dragoons, had been anticipated by the Secretary of War. 

This auxiliary regular force will consist of six companies of dragoons of sixty men each, and two 
full companies of artillery—say 450 men. Brevet Lieutenant Colonel Fanning has been ordered to conduct 
this detachment to the seat of war, and, having left Washington on the 21st instant for Fort Monroe, is 
now, it is supposed, in Charleston with instructions to push forward the companies with all despatch. 
Those from New York sailed on the 28th. Lieutenant Colonel Harney, of the second dragoons, arrived 
yesterday from the west, and departs this day for Florida, as will also Major Fauntleroy. 

On the 28d instant I received a letter from the governor of South Carolina, transmitting a copy of 
your communication to his excellency, dated Volusia, Florida, December 9, in which you make a requisi- 
tion for a battalion of infantry of five companies. The despatch was promptly laid before the Secretary 
of War, who having approved of the measure, all necessary orders were immediately communicated to 
the proper departments to expedite and facilitate the mustering into the service of this force, and its 
movement to Florida in the direction of your headquarters. 

I herewith respectfully transmit a copy of my communication of the 27th instant, addressed to Brevet 
Brigadier General Arbuckle, the officer in command of the frontiers of Louisiana and Arkansas, by which 
you will perceive that the state of the service in that quarter does not justify the withdrawal of the 6th 
regiment for the proposed service in Florida; and, accordingly, the Secretary of War has directed the 
countermarch of that regiment, should it have been put in motion for the east by orders from any quarter; 
of which circumstance, however, no official intelligence has as yet been communicated to this office or to 
the War Department. 

T am, sir, &c., 





R. JONES. 


Major General T. S. Jesup, Commanding Army in Florida, Fort Drane. 


Apsutant Generat’s Orrice, Washington, January 25, 183°. 


Sir: In reply to your letter of the 27th of December, relative to the term of service of the Washing- 
ton city volunteers, I have to state that it was understood at the time of muster into service that they 
were to serve for twelve months unless sooner discharged 

The muster-roll of the company, tendering its services, was sent by the officers direct to the President 
for his acceptance, and afterwards to the War Department, upon which the men were mustered into 
service; but the roll does not specify the time, although there is no doubt, as before mentioned, that it 
was for fwelve months. 

I am, sir, &c., 
R. JONES. 

Major General T. 8. Jesup, Commanding, dc., Tampa Bay, Florida. 





Apsutant Generat’s Orrice, Washington, February 9, 1837. 


Sir: I have the pleasure to acknowledge the receipt of the following communications from your 
headquarters since the date of my letter of the 31st December. I enumerate them in the order of their 
receipt, viz: 

1. “General Orders,” from No. 20 to 30, inclusive, respectively dated the 8th, 10th, 10th, 11th, 19th, 
21st, 23d, 24th, 27th, 28th, and 80th December, received January 19. 

2. Your letter from Tampa Bay, of January 1, reporting your intention to join the troops in the 
interior, &c., received January 23. 

3. “General Orders” Nos. 31, 32, and 33, dated, respectively, the 1st, 2d, and 5th of January, received 
2d February. 

4. Letter from Fort Armstrong, Florida, of January 10, reporting the capture of sixteen Indian 
negroes, &c., received February 4. 

5. Letter from “ Withlacoochee,” of January 12, reporting the capture of thirty-six more negroes and 
your intended movements, &c., received February 4; and also “ General Orders” No. 34, 35, and 36, dated, 
respectively, the 8th, 9th, and 10th of January, received on the same day. 

Forty recruits sailed on the 6th instant for the two companies of the second infantry, under Major 
Dearborn. It was not known that his command had been ordered from Irwinton, Georgia, to Florida, 
until the receipt of your Order No, 23, of the 11th of December, on the 19th of January. On the 23d of 
January one hundred and thirteen recruits for the artillery sailed for Tampa Bay, under Captain Mallory, 
of the second regiment of artillery, and now one hundred more are reported by Colonel Cutler to be ready. 
This detachment will be commanded by First Lieutenant Johnson, of the artillery, who will enter Florida 
via the St. John’s. 

The Secretary of War entirely approves of your detaining the sixth infantry in Florida, and authorizes 
you to hold it under your command as long as you may deem it necessary. 

Your letters from the scene of your operations, respectively dated the 17th, 20th, and 21st of January, 
with “ Orders” Nos. 37, 38, 39, 40, 41, and 42, dated 16th, 16th, 17th, 18th, 19th, and 20th, have this day 
been received and submitted to the Secretary of War. I also acknowledge the receipt of a letter from 
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Colonel Stanton, from Fort Armstrong, dated January 20, enclosing “Orders” Nos. 1, 2, 3, and 4, 
respectively dated the 9th, 10th, 11th, and 12th June, 1836, in which is acknowledged the receipt of my 
letter of the 5th December. 


I am, sir, &c., 
R. JONES. 
Brevet Major General T. S. Jesup, Commanding the Army in Florida. 


Apsutant GeNneErRAI’s Orrice, Washington, February 28, 1887. 
Sir: I have the pleasure to acknowledge your communication of the 7th instant, reporting the recent 
operations of the army in Florida, together with Colonel Henderson’s report of the 28th of January, which 
have been duly submitted to the Secretary of War and general-in-chief. 


I am, sir, &c., 
R. JONES. 


Major General T. S. Jesup, Commanding the Army in Florida. 





Apsutant GENERAL’s Orrice, Washington, May 9, 1887. 

Sir: I herewith, by direction of the general-in-chief, forward a copy of my letter of this date to 
Lieutenant Colonel Harney, of the second dragoons, on the subject of his order to Captain Gordon, an | 
officer serving with his company at the time in Florida, to leave the field and repair to Washington, and 
there report to his colonel. The general desires that you examine into this procedure of Lieutenant 
Colonel Harney touching the matter, and that you will be pleased to take such measures in the case as 
due regard to the discipline of the army may demand. | 

I am, sir, &c., | 
R. JONES. 


Major General T. S. Jesup, Commanding, &c., Tampa Bay, Florida. 








ApsuTanT GENERAL’S Orrice, Washington, March 14, 1887. 


Sir: I have the pleasure to acknowledge your communications of the 13th and 27th February, 
enclosing “ Orders” numbered from 42 to 57 inclusive, and No. 59, and “Special Orders” from No. 1 to 18. 
I have received your letter of the 17th February, reporting your operations since the 7th, together with 
an extract of Lieutenant Colonel Fanning’s report of the affair on Lake Monroe, which have been duly 
submitted to the general-in-chief and Secretary of War. =. | 

Lieutenant Colonel Fanning’s report of the affair of the morning of the 8th of February was received 
direct from him on the 28th of February. 

I am, sir, &c., 
R. JONES. 


‘ 


Major General T. S. Jesup, Commanding the Army, dc., Florida. 





Apsutant Grenera’s Orrice, Washington, March 14, 1887. 


Sir: The chief engineer has reported to the Secretary of War that the dredge-boat belonging to the 
Engineer department, and intended to be used in the improvement of the inland pass between the St Mary’s 
and St. John’s rivers, has been removed for the purpose of deepening the channel near Lake George. The 
Secretary now directs that said boat, after effecting the latter object, be returned to its proper position, 
in good order, without expense to the appropriation for the above-mentioned improvement. 


I am, sir, &c., 
R. JONES. 
Major General T. S. Jesup, Commanding at Fort Dade, Florida. 





ApsuTant GENERAL’s Orrice, Washington, March 18, 1837. 


Sir: Your communication of the 25th of February, detailing your recent conference with the Indians 
and your contemplated operations, has this day been received and submitted to the general-in-chief. 


I am, sir, &c., 
R. JONES. 


Major General T. S. Jesup, Commanding at Fort Dade, Florida. 


ApsuTant GENERAL’s Orrice, Washington, March 22, 1837. 

Sir: I have the pleasure to acknowledge the receipt of your Orders, numbered from 5 to 70, of the 
series issued during the campaign against the Creek Indians in 1836, under cover of Lieutenant Chambers’s 
letter of the 25th of February; and, with the exception of Order No. 62, your Orders Nos. 60 and 61, and 
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Special Orders from 19 to 39, inclusive, of the series of the Seminole campaign; and also your communi- 
cation of the Ist of March, enclosing the letter of Colonel Henderson in favor of Captain Howle, &c. 
All of which have been duly submitted to the general-in-chief. 
I am, sir, &c., 
R. JONES. 
Major General T. 8. Jesur, Commanding the Army in Florida, Fort Dade 





ApsuTanT GENERAL’s Orrice, Washington, March 23, 1837. 

Sir: I have the satisfaction to acknowledge the receipt of your official despatch of the 6th instant, 
from Fort Dade, announcing the successful termination of the Seminole campaign, together with a copy 
of the articles of capitulation, by which it is seen that the Indians are immediately to emigrate to the 
country assigned to them west of the Mississippi by the treaty of Payne’s Landing. The documents 
have been laid before the general-in-chief ; and I congratulate you and the gallant army under your com- 
mand on the termination of Indian hostilities in Florida. I hope that matters there will soon be settled, 
and that your companions may speedily return, in health and happiness, to their families and stations. 


I am, sir, &c., 
R. JONES. 
Major General T. 8. Jesup, Commanding the Army in Florida, Fort Dade. 





Apgutant Generat’s Orrice, Washington, March 24, 183°. 

Sir: I have the pleasure to acknowledge the receipt of your “ Orders,” numbered from 71 to 90, of 
the series issued during the campaign against the Creek Indians in 1836, under cover of Lieutenant 
Chambers’s letter of the 5th instant. 

I am, sir, &c., 
R. JONES. 

Major General T. S. Jesur, Commanding in Florida. 





Apsutant GENERAL’s Orrice, Washington, April 5, 1837. 

Sir: ] acknowledge the receipt of your “ Orders,” numbered from 91 to 101, of the series issued during 
the campaign against the Creek Indians in 1836, under cover of Lieutenant Chambers’s letter of the 10th 
of March; and also your letter of the 11th of the same month, transmitting the proceedings of a board 
of officers in relation to the death of Sergeant Edward Silk, late of company H, 6th infantry; which have 
been duly submitted to the general-in-chief. 

I am, sir, &c., 
Rh. JONES. 

Major General T. 8S. Jesup, Commanding the Army in Florida, Fort Dade. 





Apgutant Grenerat’s Orricr, Washington, April 6, 1837. 

Sir: Your despatch of the 18th of March, from Fort Dade, with the document therewith signed by 
the chief, Micanopy, assenting to the articles of the treaty entered into with the chief of the Seminoles, 
and in relation to other Indian matters, has been received and submitted to the Secretary of War and 
general-in-chief. As soon as I am authorized to give a specific answer to your suggestions respecting 
the officers named for Indian service, &c., it shall be despatched. 

I acknowledge also the receipt of your letter of the 16th of March, enclosing copies of your official 
letters from the 10th of September to the 6th of October, which shall be placed on the files of the Adjutant 
General’s office. 

Two letters from your aide, Lieutenant Chambers, dated 12th and 19th March, respectively, trans- 
mitting your Special Orders from 1 to 71, inclusive, issued in the Creek nation in 1836, and copies of your 
official letters from the 6th of October to the 7th of November, 1836, were also received by the last mail. 


I am, sir, &c., 
R. JONES. 
Major General T. S. Jesur, Commanding, &v., Fort Dade, Florida. 





Apgutant GeNeERAL’s Orrice, Washington, April 10, 1837. 

Sir: The general-in-chief having examined the proceedings of the board of officers ordered to inquire 
into and ascertain the causes which led to the death of Sergeant Edward Silk, of the sixth infantry, 
considers it proper to deliver the soldier who caused the death of the sergeant to the civil authority for 
trial. 

I am, sir, &c., 


R. JONES. 
General Jesur, Commanding, &c., Tampa Bay, Florida. 
101 e 
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Apsutant Grenerav’s Orrice, Washington, April 15, 1837. 


Sir: The commissary general of subsistence having called for an officer for duty in his department 
at Key West, should the company which has been designate d (Brevet Major Childs’s, third artillery ) as 
a garrison for that station, at the close of the camp: align, be not soon ordered thither, you will in that event 
ple ase direct one of the subalterns to repair to the station for duty there, as requested by General Gibson. 


I am, sir, &c., 
. JONES. 


Tuomas S. Jesup, Major General, Commanding, &c., Tampa Bay, Florida. 





Apgutaxt Grenerav’s Orrice, Washington, April 17, 1837. 

Sir: I have the pleasure to acknowledge the receipt of your communication of the 26th March, 
reporting the arrival of many of the Seminoles at Tampa Bay, &c., which was duly submitted to the 
general-in-chief. 

I am, sir, &c., 


R. JONES 
Major General T. 5. Jesup, Commanding the Army in Florida, Tampa Bay. 





Ansutant Generat’s Orrice, Washington, April 24, 1837. 

Sir: J have the pleasure to acknowledge the receipt, on the 22d instant, of the returns of the regular 
and militia forces, respectively, under your command in Florida, according to ‘the strength exhibited on the 
28th of February, and copies of your official letters from the 15th January to 6th March, inclusive, under 
cover of Lieutenant Chambers’s letters of the 28th and 31st March. I have also received your letter of 
the 28th of the same month, reporting an omission in your report of the affair of the 27th January at the 
Halchee Lustee, and that of the 29th, with Colonel Henderson’s letter of the 29th of March, correcting his 
report of the 28th January; all of w hich have been duly submitted to the general-in- chief, and will be 
placed on the files of this office. 

I am, sir, &c., 
R. JONES. 

Major General T. 8. Jesup, Commanding the Army, Fort Dade, Florida. 





ApsuTant GENERAL’S UFrrick, Washington, April 26, 1837. 

Sir: On referring to the records, I find that I have omitted to acknowledge the receipt of “ Orders” 
from 62 to 71, inclusive, and “Special Orders” from 40 to 51, inclusive, issued from your headquarters. 
These were duly received on the 12th instant and submitted to the general-in-chief. 

I am, sir, &c., 
R. JONES. 

Major General Jesur, Commanding, &c., Tampa Bay, Florida. 


Nore.—I have also to acknowledge the receipt of copies of “ Orders” from your headquarters from 72 
to 80, inclusive, and also copies of your official letters between the 6th and 19th March, 1837, under cover 
of Lieutenant Chambers’s letter of the Ist instant. 


ApsuTant GENERAL’s Orrice, Washington, May 10, 1837. 


Sir: Your letter of the 23d April, transmitting a paper concerning the refusal of the Florida volunteers 
to obey their commander, with a request that it be placed on file in this office, has been received. 
This has been: done, and the letter on Indian affairs submitted to the gencral-i -in-chief. 


I am, sir, &c., 
R. JONES. 
Major General T. S. Jesup, Tampa Bay, Florida. 





ApsuTant GENERAL’s Orrice, Washington, May 30, 1837. 
Sir: I have the pleasure to acknowledge the receipt from your headquarters of “ Orders” No. 81 to 99, 
inclusive; also “Special Orders” from 52 to 62; copies of letters from the 3d to the 24th of April, inclusive, 
and sundry courts-martial proceedings in cases of soldiers in Alabama and Florida. 
1 am, sir, &c., 


R. JONES 
Major General T. S. Jesup, Commanding the Army, &c., Florida. 
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Apsutant Grnerat’s Orricr, Washington, May 31, 1837. 


Sir: I acknowledge your communication of the 8th instant, (received at the office during a temporary 
absence, ) which reports that Powell and other Seminole chiefs had surrendered at Fort Mellon and were 
soon expected to arrive at Tampa Bay. With reference to your: very just remarks relative to absent 
officers, I may here repeat what I had occasion to say to Governor Call in my letter of the 25th of July, 
1836, which in substance is: that it would be seen the subject had not been overlooked in this office; that 
I had frequently taken special care to well inform the proper authorities of the great deficiency of officers 
for duty in the field, &c.; and that other public interests besides the army being, it was said, entitled also 
to consideration, I did not sec that the evil was likely soon to be remedied, severely as it was felt and as 
often as it had been complained of, by the comparatively few officers serving with the troops and the 
commanders in the field, &c. No officer, not serving in the field, more sensibly feels, in the execution of 
his official duties, the inconvenience, and no one more deeply regrets the continuance, of a system which 
abstracts so large a portion of officers from duty with their companions than I do; and the records 
abundantly show the reiterated efforts and measures which have been attempted at this office to afford 
service in the line the requisite relief. But I have recently been forced to come to the conclusion that 
these efforts are of little or no avail, and that it would be even more agreeable to my superiors that I 
should desist from a repetition of them. I have, therefore, considered it most proper on my part to say 
nothing more touching the subject of absent officers, or as respects the mode of applying for and making the 
selections, (I cannot call it details,) when called for and ordered on detached service. All that the adjutant 
general can now do, as to your request touching the subject of absent officers, is to repeat to you what, 
on a like occasion, | informed Colonel Lindsay in my letter of the 22d May, 1835, to wit: “and all I can 
do in this instance is to lay your letter before the general-in-chief,” &c. On this occasion I would 
respectfully refer you to my communication on the same subject dated August 10, 1836. 

As respects the short leave of absence (three months) granted to Captain Mallory on the tender of 
his resignation, when he solicited a much greater period of indulgence, there was no knowledge at general 
lieadquarters that he had given any assurance of his immediate exit from the service; and it being seen 
that he withdrew from the army on the surgeon’s certificate of disability, and, moreover, as he had long 
and faithfully served in the army, the three months’ leave granted him was deemed to be only reasonable. 
Should he not proceed to join his company at its expiration, of course his resignation must take effect. 

I respectfully request your attention to the condition of Captain Van Ness’s company (H) of the first 
artillery. The colonel (General Eustis) reports that in consequence of the failure of the company com- 
mander (if any there be) to forward the company monthly returns, he has been unable to complete the 
monthly regimental returns; and this is the case with all his returns received since, and inclusive of, 
December last. I will, therefore, thank you to take the proper measures which may insure the transmittal 
to this office, and to the headquarters of the regiment, proper returns of the company for each month 
respectively, inclusive of December, 1836, to supply the present deficiencies in the records. 


I am, sir, &c., 
R. JONES. 
Major General T. 8. Jesup, Commanding the Army in Florida, Fort Dade. 





Apsutant GENERAL’s Orrice, Washington, June 2, 1837. 


Sir: Lacknowledge the receipt of the continuation of the series of your “ Orders” and ‘“ Special Orders,” 
from No. 100 to 106 of the former, and from 69 to 72, inclusive, of the latter. 

Also copies of your official letters, inclusive, of the 13th and 15th of May; also sundry letters and 
papers setting forth the reasons for granting leaves of absence to the following-named officers, to wit: 
Lieutenant Colonel Crane, Lieutenant Colonel Foster, Lieutenant Colonel Fanning; Captains Lyon, Hutter, 
Mallory, Demick; Lieutenants Dusenbury, Kennedy, Rose, Allen, Donaldson; Doctor Martin, and Lieutenant 
Maddox, of the Washington volunteers; all of which have been laid before the general-in-chief. 


I am, sir, &c., 
R. JONES. 
Major General T. 8. Jesup, Commanding the Army, Florida. 





ApjsuTant GENERAL’s Orrick, Washington, June 8, 1837. 

GeneraL: The resignation of Lieutenant R. C. Smead, fourth artillery, dated Fort Call, Florida, May 

6, having been forwarded by your direction, under cover of Aide-de-camp Chambers’s communication of 

May 12, and the same having been accepted and subsequently revoked, I enclose herewith, for your 

information, copies of the official letters written upon the subject. 

I am, sir, &c., 

R. JONES. 

Brevet Major General T. 8. Jesup, Commanding, &c., Tampa Bay, Florida. 





Apsutant Generat’s Orrice, Washington, June 8, 1837. 


Genera: Your communications, under date of the 5th and 17th ultimo, in relation to the scarcity of 
field and medical officers under your command, and the tardy movements of the Indians, were both received 
on the 5th instant, and have been submitted to the general-in-chief. 


I am, sir, &c., o 
R. JONES, 
Brevet Major General T. S. Jesup, Commanding Army, &c., Tampa Bay, Florida. 
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Apsutant GeNERAL’s Orrice, Washington, June 10, 1837. 

Sm: I have the pleasure to acknowledge copies of sundry official letters, dated from the 5th to the 
28th of June, 1836, inclusive, (relating to your late Creck operations in Georgia and Alabama,) which 
were received on the 7th, under cover of your communications of the 20th and 21st ultimo, and have been 
placed on file. 

I am, sir, &c., 
R. JONES. 


Major General Jesup, Commanding, &c., Tampa Bay, Florida. 


Apsutant Generaw’s Orrice, Washington, June 17, 1837. 

Sir: I have the pleasure to acknowledge copies of sundry official letters, dated from the 30th of June 
to 9th of July, 1836, inclusive, (Creek campaign;) and also copies of your correspondence, dated from 
the 15th to the 25th of May, 1837, inclusive, with copies of Orders, from No. 107 to 112, inclusive, received 
on the 15th instant. All of which have been laid before the general-in-chief. 

I am, sir, &c., ; 
R. JONES. 
Major General T. S. Jesvr, Commanding, &c., Tampa Bay, Florida. 


P. 5.—Your communication of the 23d of May, enclosing the report of Major Wilson, has this day 
been received and submitted. 





Apsutant GeNERAL’s Orrice, Washington, June 19, 1837. 

Sir: Your communication of the 5th instant, reporting that the Seminole Indians had failed to 
emigrate to the west, and that the campaign has terminated for the season, has been submitted to the 
Secretary of War and general-in-chief. In expressing the regret which is felt by us all, on receiving this 
intelligence of the bad faith of the Seminoles, I feel assured, general, that your indefatigable exertions, 
the proper measures adopted and zealously pursued by you, deserved the successful issue heretofore 
expected and hoped for. 

I shall, agreeably to your request, remind the Secretary and general-in-chief of your desire to be 
relieved from the command. 

I am, general, &e., 
R. JONES. 
Major General T. S. Jesup, Commanding the Army in Florida, Fort Brooke. 


P. S.—Please send me consolidated returns of the army. 





ApguTant GENERAL’s Orricr, Washington, July 1, 1837. 

Sir: I have the pleasure to acknowledge copies of sundry of your official letters, dated from the 10th 
of July to the 17th of August, 1836, inclusive, (Creek campaign;) copies of “ Orders” from No. 113 to 
115; “Special Orders” from No. 73 to 78, present series, inclusive, and your communication of the 5th 
of June, transmitting the application of Major Thompson for leave of absence. All of which have been 
laid before the general-in-chief. 

I am, sir, &c., 
R. JONES. 
Major General T. S. Jesup, Commanding the Army, Florida, Tampa Bay. 


Apsutant Genera’s Orrice, Washington, July 11, 1837. 

Sir: Your letter of the 17th of June, reporting your intended movements, and suggesting the needful 
preparations for the service in Florida, &c., was received on the 5th of July, during my temporary absence 
from the office. On laying the same before the general-in-chief, and conversing with him upon the various 
topics mentioned, I perceived that it had already been before him, and been answered in his own proper 
name on the 6th instant. 

I am, sir, &c., 
R. JONES. 
Major General T. S. Jesup, Commanding, dc., Black Creek, Florida. 


Apsutant Generav’s Orrice, Washington, July 14, 1837.. 
Sir: I have the pleasure to acknowledge, under cover of your letter of the 22d ultimo, copies of 
your official correspondence during the Creek campaign, dated from the 17th to the 29th of August, 1836, 
inclusive, which have been placed on the files of the office. 
I am, sir, &c., 
R. JONES. 
Major General T. S. Jesur, Commanding, &c., Tampa Bay, Florida. 
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Apsutant GeneERAt’s Orrice, Washington, July 15, 1837. 


Sir: Captain Crossman this morning informed me that you had not received a copy of the Revised 
Regulations for the army. The object of this is to state that at the time they were issued a supply 
sufficient for the several officers of the quartermaster general’s department was furnished to the 
acting quartermaster general, with a view to their direction and distribution; but it seems, on inquiry, 
that the copy designed for you was not forwarded. You will please to keep the copy which Captain 
Crossman says he left in your possession, he having been supplied with another from this office. 

Copies of the Regulations for many officers in Florida are yet retained in this office, lest they may 
not reach their destination. They are only forwarded from time to time as I am assured of the officers’ 
posts. 

I am, sir, &c., 
R. JONES. 
Major General T. S. Jesup, Garey’s Ferry, Florida. 


Note.—I, however, had been under the impression that you had been furnished direct from this office, 
as a commanding general in the field, and knew not to the contrary until this morning. 
R. J. 


Apgutant Grenerat’s Orrice, Washington, July 21, 1837. 


Sir: Your communication of the 10th instant, on the subject of the reduced strength of the com- 
panies serving in Florida, and of the want of recruits to fill them, has this day been received; and I am 
happy to inform you that efficient measures have some time since been adopted, which it is believed will 
insure an adequate supply for the several regiments that may take the field in October, should hostilities 
against the Seminoles be then renewed. The concentration and instruction of recruits at Fort Monroe, 
as you will have seen by “ General Order” No. 43, dated June 24, 1837, has direct reference to the Florida 
service. Already there are near 500 men assembled, and in a few weeks more there will not be less than 
1,000, and probably by the middle of September more than 1,500. At the date of “ General Order” No. 39, 
(June 13, the order countermanded by No. 43,) there was every reason to believe that the war in Florida 
was certainly at an end; and hence it was then deemed inexpedient to order recruits thither at such a 
season when most of the regiments there were expected soon to be withdrawn and remanded to their 
permanent stations. 

Should you deem it necessary to fill the ranks of any particular companies quartered at comparatively 
salubrious stations, earlier than October, your wishes, on being communicated, would doubtless be com- 
plied with. I mention this that you may be apprised of the intention of the department not to order the 
recruits to Florida at an earlier day than would be necessary to resume your military operations in the 
autumn, and which may also supersede the necessity of consolidating companies, as suggested in your 
communication; which measure the general-in-chief would prefer should not be adopted whenever avoidable. 


I am, sir, &c., ; 
R. JONES. 


Major General T. 8. Jesup, Commanding, &c., St. Augustine, Florida. 


ApsuTaNt GENERAL’s Orrice, Washington, August 12, 1837. 


Sr: I acknowledge the receipt at this office, on the 24th ultimo, of copies of your official corre- 
spondence from the 27th of May to the 15th of June, and from the 15th to the 25th of June; and on the 
2d instant, further copies of the same, from the 20th of June to the 24th of July; also, on the 2d instant, 
copies of “Orders” No. 126 to No. 141; and on the 5th instant, Orders from No. 142 to No. 153, and special 
No. 87 to 97. 

With respect to the transmittal of copies of your orders and special orders, I respectfully request 
that, whenever practicable, these may be forwarded within a day or two after their respective dates; as 
the official information thus communicated, touching the disposition of troops, and the movement and 
change of station of the officers is often very useful, and sometimes important to be known at general 
headquarters at the shortest interval after the issuing of such orders. 


I am, sir, &c., : 
R. JONES. 
Major General T. 8. Jesup, Commanding, &c., Tampa Bay, Florida. 





Apsutant Generals Orrice, Washington, August 19, 1837. 


Sir: Your communications, respectively dated the 24th, 25th, and 26th of July, have been received, 
and duly submitted to the Secretary of War, and will be laid before the general-in-chief on his return to 
headquarters. Your suggestions relative to the recruiting service have been attended to, by giving the 
necessary instructions to establish additional rendezvous in the country, including two or three to be 
opened in the upper part of the States of North and South Carolina. The pressure of the times, to which 
you advert, is but little felt, if any, in the interior; and we find that our success in obtaining recruits is, 
for the most part, confined to the large cities, and parts of the country thickly populated in manufacturing 
districts. The selections you propose, to fill up Captain Ringgold’s company, I think can be best made 
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on the arrival of any body of recruits in that section of Florida in which the captain, with his company, 


may be serving. . . 
You will ple: ise to give the necessary orders. We have about one thousand recruits under instruc- 
tions at Fort Monroe. 
I am, sir, &c., me 
R. JONES. 


Major General T. S. Jesur, Commanding, &c., Garey’s Ferry, Florida. 


Apgetant Generat’s Orricr, Washington, August 21, 1837 


Sir: I have the pleasure to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 2d instant, ateeias the 
copy of a report from Lieutenant Colonel C: awlfield, of the Alabama volunteers, dated July 15, 1837, and 
copy of a letter from Captain L. H. Galt, dated July 24, 1837, all of which have been submitted to the 
general-in-chief. 


I am, sir, X&c., 
R JONES. 


Major General T. S. Jesrr, Commanding, dc., Garey’s Ferry, Florida. 
| q, ys ’ 


ApsuTant GENERAL’s Orricr, Washington, August 24, 1837. 


Sir: Your several communications from Garey’s Ferry, respectively dated the 6th, (two,) Tth, and 
13th instant, with the accompanying documents, have been duly received and submitted to the eeneral- 
in-chief. With regard to the establishment of clothing depots in Florida, I have the pleasure to say that 
the subject has been anticipated, and your wishes fully met, as you will sce by General Orders No. 52, 
dated 16th instant, a duplicate of which is herewith respectfully transmitted. 


I am, sir, &c., 
R. JONES 
Major General T. 5. Jesup, Commanding, &c., Garey’s Ferry, Florida. 





Apsutant Grnerat’s Orrice, Washington, September 1, 1837. 

Sir: Your letter of the 28th July, in relation to the accounts of Lieutenant George Watson, Ist 
artillery, acting commissary of subsistence, with his accompanying explanatory communication, has been 
received, and referred to the commissary general of subsistence, who states that the explanations are 
perfectly satisfactory. The order of July 5, directing him to be relieved, is accordingly considered 
as revoked, 


I am, sir, &c., 
R. JONES 
Major General T. S. Jesup, Commanding, &c., Garey’s Ferry, Florida. 





Apsutant Generat’s Orrice, Washington, September 6, 1837. 


GeneraL: The proceedings of the general court-martial in Hie: case of private Robert Hayland, 2d 
regiment dragoons, received under cover of your communication of tlhe 3lst July, have been submitted 
to the gener ral-in-chief and Secre tary of War. 

The proceedings are herewith, by direction of the Secretary of War, respectfully returned, who 
recommends that the court may be reconve ned, and its findings and sentence be reconsidered, as these 
are deemed to be inconsistent with the law. If the court were of the opinion that the prisoner ought to 
suffer death, it would seem that he should haye been conv icted of the crime as specified in the char ge, 
since the sentence pronounced jin the case does not appear to be sanctioned by the 7th article of the 
Rules and Articles of War, in which are not to be found the words “mutinous conduct’—the modified 
crime substituted by the court in its findings for the charge of “mutiny.” But if the court persist in its 
findings, then the punishment to be awarded in the case should only equal the measure of the crime so 
modified. 

The case appears to be an aggravated one, and the discipline and the good of the service require 
that such an offender should not escape the just punishment his high de merit would seem to demand, 
It is not a little surprising that the court should have awarded the ‘highest punishment known to our 
military code, while it would not admit that the prisoner had been guilty of a crime of the highest order. 


I am, sir, &c., 
R. JONES. 
Major General T. S. Jesup, Commanding the Army in Florida, Garey’s Ferry. 
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Copies of letters from the Secretary of War to Major General Thomas S. Jesup, in relation to the Florida war, 
From November 4, 1836, to October 4, 1837, inclusive. 


War Department, November 4, 1836. 


Sir: Before this communication reaches you, you will have become fully acquainted with the retro- 
grade movements of Governor Call, and the other events connected therewith, which have recently occurred 
in Florida, These circumstances have, for a time, suspended offensive operations; and from the feeble 
state of Governor Call’s health, it is to be feared that he will not be able to prosecute the campaign, when 
resumed, with that promptitude and energy which the crisis demands. The President has therefore 
determined to commit to you the command of the army serving in Florida, and the general direction of 
the war against the Seminoles. 

You will, accordingly, on the receipt of this communication, should you then be at Governor Call’s 
headquarters, (and if not, so soon as you can reach there, or can communicate with him,) assume the 
command of all the forces in the Territory. . 

The hostile Indians having been discovered in considerable force on the banks of the Withlacoochee, 
and it having been also ascertained that their principal camps and settlements are situated on the south 
side of that river, you will immediately make all suitable arrangements for a vigorous attack upon their 
strongholds, and for penetrating and occupying the whole country between the Withlacoochee and Tampa 
Bay. With a view to this end, you will first establish posts at or near the mouth of the Withlacoochee, 
at Fort King, and at Volusia; and you will take the proper measures for securing, through them, the 
safety of the frontier. You will, also, through the same posts, and by such means of transportation as 
may be most certain and economical, make permanent arrangements for procuring sufficient and regular 
supplies. So soon as those dispositions shall be completed, you will concentrate all your disposable 
forces, and proceed without delay to cross the Withlacoochee, and to possess yourself of the positions 
now occupied by the Indians, attacking and routing them in their strongholds, and scouring the whole 
country between the Withlacoochee and Tampa Bay. 

Should you succeed in bringing the Indians to a general engagement, and in defeating them therein, 
the ready submission of the tribe may probably be expected. If, however, they should abandon their 
present position on the Withlacoochee before you reach it, or you should drive them from it without 
entirely subduing them, you will then take such advanced positions to the south of Volusia, and to the 
east and south of Tampa Bay, as the nature of the country may admit, and push from them such further 
operations as may be necessary to the most speedy and effectual subjugation of the enemy. 

The above direction to attack the enemy in his strongholds, and to possess yourself of the country 
between the Withlacoochee and Tampa Bay, you will regard as a positive order, to be executed at the 
earliest practicable moment. In other respects you will exercise a sound discretion, and will adopt such 
measures as you may deem best calculated to protect the frontiers and to effect the subjugation and 
removal of the Indians. 

Great confidence being reposed in your prudence, energy, and skill, it is deemed unnecessary to urge 
you to promptitude or activity, or to impress on you the importance of early and frequent communications. 


B. F. BUTLER. 


P, S.—Since preparing the foregoing despatch, your letters to the adjutant general of the 16th and 
17th ultimo, announcing your arrival at Tampa Bay and your intended departure on the 18th, with three 
companies of artillery, to the mouth of the Withlacoochee, in order to join the Indian warriors at that 
place, have reached here. These despatches, though they excite some apprehensions as to the safety of 
your detachment, do not make it necessary to alter the above. I have also just received, and enclose for 
your perusal and consideration, a memorandum from the acting quartermaster general, prepared in reply 
to certain inquiries made by me in respect to the best mode of transporting supplies, &c., in Florida. 
The President concurs, in general, in the views stated in this paper, and it may, perhaps, furnish some 
suggestions which may be of service to you hereafter. 


B. F. BUTLER, Secretary of War ad interim. 


Major General Tuomas 5S. Jesur, United States Army, Florida. 





War Department, November 5, 1836. 
b ? 


Sir: 1 have the honor to enclose duplicates of a despatch and accompanying paper transmitted to 
you yesterday via Charleston, Black creek, and the headquarters of General Call. 

Learning, by a communication this day received by the acting quartermaster general, that, in con- 
sequence of the state of affairs referred to in the enclosed, you had repaired to St. Mark’s, Captain 
Canfield, the bearer hereof, has been directed to proceed express to that post, for the purpose of giving 
you the earliest informaticn of the duties assigned to you. 

All needful measures in regard to supplies, officers, and surgeons, within the control of this depart- 
ment have already been taken, in compliance with, or in anticipation of, your various suggestions on 


those subjects. 
B. F. BUTLER, Secretary of War ad interim. 
Major General Tuomas S. Jesup, St. Mark’s, Florida. 





War Department, January 4, 1837. 


Sir: I have the honor herewith to transmit to you a printed copy of the documents accompanying the 
President’s message, among which you will find the annual report from this department. In that docu- 
ment you will perceive that I have recommended an increase of the pay of all officers below the grade of 
colonel. My attention had been called to the subject before I had the honor to receive your communica- 
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tion of the 31st of October, enclosing the letter from the officers of the army under your command; but 
the representations in those papers had justly much influence in determining me to bring the matter 


before the President and the legislature. 
The suggestion as to the justice of granting a land bounty to all the officers and men who shall have 


served in Florida meets my entire concurrence; but as such a proposal will be much more likely to pass 
after the conclusion of the war than at the present session, I deem it most useful to all concerned not to 


propose it now. : 
The request for a modification of General Order No. 58 will receive due consideration, and the result 


will be communicated to yourself. | 
B. F. BUTLER. 


Major General Tuomas S. Jesup, Volusia, Florida. 





War Department, January 4, 1837. 


Sm: Your letter of the 5th ultimo, announcing your arrival at Volusia, and your receipt of a copy of 
the instructions of this department of the 4th of November last, was not received until the 30th ultimo. 
I had, however, previously received your letters of the 9th and 12th ultimo, and by them had been 
informed of your arrival at Volusia, and your assumption of the command of the army. 

As an act of justice to Governor Call, as well as to yourself, I have caused several extracts from those 
parts of your letters in which you speak of the great difficulties encountered by him, and of those with 
which you are obliged to contend, to be inserted in the Globe newspaper. 

I have also the honor, on the present occasion, to acknowledge the receipt of your letters of October 
23 and November 6—the first received on the 11th and the last on the 29th of November. 

The instructions of this department of the 4th of November, and the measures subsequently taken, 
and of which the adjutant general has kept you advised, will probably have met, so far as was necessary, 
the various points embraced in these and in your subsequent communications. 

The instructions of the 4th of November were prepared on the supposition that they might reach 
you, and that you might assume the command before the resumption of the campaign, and whilst the 
enemy might be yet intrenched in the cove of the Withlacoochee. In that state of things, it was believed 
that the establishment of posts at Fort King and Volusia, as well as at the mouth of the Withlacoochee, 
would be found indispensable to operations on that river ; but it was not intended to make the order, in 
respect to those posts, a positive one, nor to require their continuance after they should cease to be 
required by the necessities of the service. You will, therefore, hereafter exercise your own judgment in 
relation to these and to other posts; and whilst you will adhere, in general, to the plan of operations 
indicated in the letter of the 4th of November, you will consider yourself at liberty to adopt such 
measures, and to pursue such course in the execution of them, as the means at your disposal may allow, 
and as you may deem most likely to accomplish the objects of the campaign. 

B. F. BUTLER. 


Major General Tuomas 8. Jesur, Volusia, Florida. 


War Department, February 11, 1837. 


Sir: I had the honor on the 8th instant to receive your letters of the 19th and 21st ultimo. Those 
of the 23d of December were received on the 16th ultimo, and published for the information of Congress 
and the nation. This has also been done with several letters, or parts of letters, since received; and, 
with proper limitations, this course seemed necessary to meet the public solicitude. 

Your determination in respect to those companies of the 6th infantry which have arrived in Florida 
is entirely approved; and you will retain them, and any others of the same regiment who may reach 
Florida, so long as you shall desire their services in that quarter. 

The cutting off and capturing of so many small parties of the Indians and negroes must have the 
effect immediately to weaken, and ultimately to subdue them, and in that view your recent operations are 


regarded as highly important. 
B. F. BUTLER. 


Major General Tuomas S. Jesur, Tampa Bay, Florida. 





War Department, February 22, 1837. 


Sir: Your letter of the 7th instant, announcing the success of your expedition to the head of the 
Coloosahatchie, was this day received, and I hasten to express to you the gratification which its contents 
have given to the President and the department. 

I had the honor, in my letter of the 11th instant, to give the assent of the department to your 
retaining those companies of the 6th infantry which have reached or may reach Florida so long as you 
may desire them, and I believe the adjutant general had made the like communication a day or two before. 

B. F. BUTLER, Secretary of War ad interim. 


Major General Tuomas S. Jesup, Tampa Bay, Florida. 





War Department, March 11, 1837. 


Sir: Your several letters of the 17th, 20th, and 22d uitimo were received on the 9th instant. 

Should the arrangements in progress with the hostile Seminoles fail of being carried into effect, the 
attention of the department will, of course, be given promptly to the measures which shall then be neces- 
sary, and which you may suggest, for the further prosecution of the war. 
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On Monday next I shall retire from the temporary care of the department; but before my connexion 
with it terminates, I desire to make known to you the high sense entertained by the late President and 
myself of the indefatigable zeal and the great promptitude and skill with which you have devoted your- 
self to the arduous duties of your command. Having, as one of my first official acts, directed you to 
assuine that responsibility, and having since, from time to time, given much of my attention to your 
movements, and repeatedly conferred with the Executive thereon, I feel it my duty to place this testi- 
monial on the records of the department. 

I take pleasure in communicating with it my best wishes for your success as a commander, and for 
your personal happiness and renown. 

B. F. BUTLER, Secretary of War ad interim. 

Major General Tuomas 8. Jesur, Tampa Bay, Florida. 


War Departaent, March 20, 1837. 


Sir: It is of great importance that this department should have as accurate a knowledge as possible 
of the topography of Florida, and particularly of the seat of war in that Territory; and I have therefore 
to request that you will furnish me, at as early a day as your other important duties will permit, all the 
information on this subject in your possession, and which you can conveniently obtain. 

J. R. POINSETT, Secretary of War. 

Major General THomas 8. Jesur, Fort Dade, Garey’s Ferry, Florida. 


War Department, March 20, 1837. 

Sir: Your letter of the 25th of February has been received, and I am gratified to learn that you 
entertain hopes of soon terminating by negotiation this protracted and distressing war. I am glad, 
however, to find that you have not relaxed your exertions to prepare for a renewal of hostilities, provided 
negotiations should unfortunately fail. If you have to move your forces once more against the Indians, 
I should recommend that you take early measures to select positions where the troops may be posted 
during the rainy and summer months. In this selection you will have due regard to the health of the 
posts, the facility of receiving regular supplies, and the means of restraining the Indians within the 
limits to which they have been driven. If hostilities are renewed, I have no doubt you will use every 
exertion to bring the war to a successful termination; but prudence dictates that every measure of pre- 
vention should be taken to place the troops in advantageous and healthly situations for the summer in 
the event of the war being prolonged beyond that period. 

J. R. POINSETT. 


Major General Tuomas S. Jesup, Fort Dade, Garey’s Ferry, Florida. 





War Department, March 27, 1837. 

Sir: I have had the honor to receive your letter of the 7th instant, respecting the further continuance 
of the regiment of Creek warriors in the service of the United States. The reasons given by you for 
adopting this measure are entirely satisfactory, and the department therefore approves it, and will carry 
into effect the assurances which you have given those Indians respecting their subsistence after their 
arrival at their new homes in the west. 

J. R. POINSETT. 


Major General Tuomas S. Jesur, Fort Dade, Garey’s Ferry, Florida. 





War Department, May 6, 1837. 

Sir: I had the honor to receive your letter of the 9th of April, conveying the pleasing intelligence 
that the war in Florida is over, unless renewed by the imprudence and violence of the white inhabitants 
of that Territory. From such a danger it is believed that your prudence and firmness will preserve the 
country. 

Your distribution of the forces which are judged necessary to be retained in Florida for the purpose 
of protecting the frontier inhabitants, and your intention to withdraw others from posts deemed unhealthy 
early in the month of June, are approved. 

J. R. POINSETT. 


Major General Tuomas S. Jesup, Tampa Bay, Florida. 





War Department, May 17, 183°. 


Sir: Paymaster Andrews has reported himself at this department, and given important information 
concerning the state of the troops in Florida. From the severe duty which has been imposed on the 
troops in Florida, and their sufferings under circumstances of peculiar privation in a climate little con- 
genial to the health of most of them, I feel much concerned in their behalf, with a disposition to afford 
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them every relief consistent with a just regard to the service; as I feel assured that every portion of the 
army serving in that quarter has done its duty most faithfully, and is deserving of the kindest treatment. 

“Instead, therefore, of ordering the regiments of artillery to the Sabine, as directed, you will, as soon 
as circumstances will permit, allow the Ist, 2d, and 4th regiments to repair to the posts assigned them in 
General Order No. 58 of last year, where, it is hoped, they will find repose and be able to recruit their 
streneth. The 3d regiment of artillery, which is destined to garrison the posts from Savannah to the 
Mississippi, you will order to Fort Mitchell, it being a healthy place; or should the whole of the regiment 
not be required for duty at that place during the unhealthy season, tt may be distributed among the 
healthy stations assigned it in General Order No. 58, to wit: St. Augustine and Forts Pickens and Morgan. 

In communicating to you this mode of relief to the troops it is not intended to interfere with any 
arrangements you may have made, or may think of making, for the security of the country or the property 
belonging to the government; but it is intended to convey to you an expression of my satisfaction with 
the conduct of the troops, and to evince to them, through you, the disposition which the department feels 
to relieve them as early as possible from the hardships and sufferings which they have so nobly sustained 
in the prosecution of the war against the Seminoles. 

With a view of alleviating, as far as in my power, the burdens imposed on commendants of posts in 
Florida, I have directed that double rations be allowed to the commanding officers of Fort Harlee, Fort 
Crane, Fort Clinch, Fort King, Fort Armstrong, Fort Dade, Fort Foster, Fort Hillsboro’, Fort Volusia, and 
Fort Mellon; this allowance to take effect from the time those posts were established, and to be continued 
until their evacuation. The other posts have been provided for by the order of the 21st of June last. 

In sending the troops to their stations, as herein indicated, a due regard should be had to their 
present positions, in order to relieve them as much as possible from marching through an unhealthy country 
at this season of the year, 

J. R. POINSETT. 

Major General THowas 8. Jesvr, Tampa Bay, Florida. 

P.S.—I have to request that the brigade of militia under General Hernandez, and such of the 
volunteers in the Territory of Florida as are not, in your opinion, necessary to insure the peace and safety 
J. R. POINSETT. 


of the Territory, be forthwith discharged. 


War Derarrment, May 17, 1837. 


Sir: I have to request that you will instruct the officers of the subsistence department in Florida to 
continue, until the Ist of October next, the issue of rations to such of the suffering inhabitants of that 
Territory as may, in their opinion, and in that of the commanding officers of the different posts, be fit 


objects of the bounty of the government. 
J. R. POINSETT. 


Major General Tuomas S. Jesur, Tampa Bay, Florida. 





War Derartment, Jay 25, 1837. 

Sir: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 8th instant, with its enclosures. 

I concur entirely in the opinion you have expressed, that the claim presented by Mr. Gould, as the 
attorney of Josiah Dupont’s heirs, is embraced by the provisions of the sixth article of the treaty with 
the Seminoles of May 9, 1832. The parties must be aware of this, as it appears from a report received 
from General Thompson, in 1835, that they presented to him evidence in support of it, which he trans- 
mitted to this department. This report will be soon acted upon; and when the department is in possession 
of all the claims, and necessary information, the sums stipulated to be paid will be paid in such manner as 
the aggregate amount of them may render necessary. 

You can communicate these views to the persons interested, with an assurance that no measure 
taken now, in relation to their slaves or negroes, will affect injuriously any just claim against the Seimi- 
But, at the same time, the government cannot permit a discussion of individual rights to interfere 


J. R. POINSETT. 


noles. 
with a prompt and peaceable removal of these Indians. 


Major General Tuomas S. Jesur, Tampa Bay, Florida. 


War Derartment, May 25, 1837. 

Sir: I have received your letter of the 8th instant, and have read with interest the copy of Colonel 
Harney’s despatch enclosed by you. 

In order that the present gratifying prospect of a speedy termination of the difficulties in Florida 
may not be marred, the department advises that you continue ,to exercise great vigilance in protecting 
the Indians from all violence, both from the troops and citizens; and that you take all proper measures to 
prevent any officious interference from any quarter with your operations. 

The attacks upon your course of conduct, to which you allude, are not worthy of your notice; and 
it is hoped that you will steadily proceed in the execution of your important duties, without regard to 
them, and rely upon the support of the people, and the approbation of the department, to sustain you in 
your efforts to put an end to the war, and to send the Indians speedily and peaceably to their new homes. 

J. R. POINSETT. 


' 


Major General Tuomas S. Jesup, Tampa Bay, Florida. 
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War Departvent, July 25, 1837. 

Sir: As you have, in several of your letters, expressed an opinion of the impossibility of removing 
the Seminoles, and a doubt of the policy and propriety of persevering in that measure, it becomes neces- 
sary to explain to you the views of the Executive on that subject. 1t is true that the Seminoles dwell in 
an inhospitable and deadly climate, and occupy inaccessible swamps and morasses, which are not 
susceptible of cultivation or improvement by the whites. Still, their further continuance there was found 
to be incompatible with the peace and security of the citizens of the United States who inhabit Florida, as 
well as with their own preservation and independence ; it became, therefore, the duty of the government to 
carry out the same policy with regard to the Seminoles which it had adopted in its treatment of the other 
Indian tribes east of the Mississippi—remove them to the abundant and fertile country beyond that river; 
or to withdraw the settlers from East Florida, and protect the western part of that Territory by a cordon of 
posts and troops. Every consideration of sound policy required them to adopt the former alternative, and, in 
pursuance of this decision, the treaty of Payne’s Landing was concluded. ‘Three years were allowed the In- 
dians to prepare for their removal, and this term was further extended, and every indulgence that they asked 
promptly and kindly granted, until it was made manifest that they did not intend to fulfil their treaty obliga- 
tions, and it became the imperative duty of the Executive to compel them to doso, As soon as this determi- 
nation of the government was made known to them, they broke out into open hostility; and taking advantage 
of the unprotected state of the frontier, carried fire and sword into the white settlements, committing the 
most horrible cruelties and excesses. It is true that in the contest which ensued they have displayed, in an 
eminent degree, the savage virtues of constancy and courage; and that, aided by the climate and the 
nature of the country, they have so far successfully defended themselves against superior forces, directed 
by brave and skilful officers; but the conduct and courage of the enemy do not alter the nature of the war, 
nor diminish our obligation to subdue them and to compel them to fulfil their engagements. To abandon 
the settled policy of the government because the Seminoles have proved themselves to be good warriors, 
and rely for the protection of our frontiers upon the faith of treaties with a people who have given such 
repeated proofs of treachery, would be unwise and impolitic We cannot desist from prosecuting this 
war until the Seminoles consent to remove from Florida, without an abandonment of the only measures 
which can preserve the independence, and even existence, of the Indian tribes, and inviting the resistance 
of all those who now remain east of the Mississippi. To withdraw our forces now would betray great 
weakness, and not only tarnish the honor of our arms, but violate the sacred obligations of the govern- 
ment of the United States to protect the persons and property of the citizens of Florida from the savage 
aggressions of the Indians. [am persuaded that this obligation can be fulfilled without seeking to exter- 
minate the Seminoles, and am gratified to find that, after having had time for further examination and 
reflection, you coincide in this opinion. In consequence of the earnest desire expressed in your letter to 
the adjutant general of the 5th of June last to be relieved from the command of the army of Florida, this 
department assented to your wishes, and you were informed that you might withdraw from the army and 
returm to your appropriate duties at Washington, provided, on the receipt of that permission, you still 
desired to do so. The uncertainty of your retaining the command rendered it unnecessary to correspond 
with you on the subject of the preparations for the next campaign ; but finding, from your letter of the 8th 
of July, to the commanding general of the army of the United States, that you are now desirous to remain 
and conduct the next campaign, which you believe may be done ina manner to insure success, I will enter 
into the subject fully, and inform you of the measures which have been taken here already, and of those 
which it is deemed advisable to adopt, as well in the prosecution of the preparations for opening the cam- 
paign as for the conduct of the war. In giving the views of the department on this subject, it is not 
meant to confine your operations in the field, but merely to point out the general principles on which those 
ought to be conducted, leaving all the details to your own sound discretion, which, aided by the knowledge 
you have lately acquired of the country, will lead, no doubt, to the realization of your hopes, and the suc- 
cessful termination of this disastrous war. 

The recruiting service has been very successful, and the regiments serving and to serve in Florida 
will have their full complement; and it is intended to ask authority of Congress, in September, to increase 
the companies to one hundred men, so that there will be sufficient time to carry out that measure before 
the period arrives for opening the campaign. With the present establishment, by sending the whole of 
the first infantry, four companies of the second infantry, three companies of the second regiment of 
dragoons, and a sufficient number of recruits to fill the companies to their establishment, there will then 
be thirty-six companies of artillery of fifty each, making one thousand eight hundred; thirty-two companies of 
infantry of fifty each, one thousand six hundred ; and ten companies of dragoons of seventy each, seven 
hundred ; making in all four thousand one hundred men, which will be iu Florida by October next ; and 
if the contemplated measure of augmenting the army meets with the approbation of Congress, the compa- 
nies can be increased, and the army of Florida carried up to seven thousand five hundred men. Measures 
have been taken to obtain the Indian foree you have recommended, and it is hoped that one thousand 
warriors will be at Tampa in time to co-operate with the regulars at the commencement of the campaign: 
say two hundred Delawares, four hundred Shawnees, one hundred Sacs and Foxes, one hundred Kickapoos, 
and two handred Choctaws, making in ail one thousand warriors. With respect to the militia, it would 
appear preferable to have them brought into the field from different sections of the country, in companies, 
and not to organize them into separate regiments, but attach them as light infantry companies to those 
already organized. The staff of the militia is exceedingly expensive and cumbrous, and might very well 
be dispensed with. It is thought totally inexpedient to employ mounted militia on this service. Expe- 
rience has proved that description of foree to be more expensive than efficient, and I will place under your 
command as many companies of the 2d regiment of cavalry as you may deem requisite. 

Your suggestion with segard to the usefulness of spy companies meets the approbation of the depart- 
ment, and has been already acted upon. Measures have been taken to engage the class of people 
designated, and, on your part, you may adopt such as you think proper to increase this description of force 

Measures are being adopted for establishing rapid and certain communications between this depart- 
ment and the seat of war. A line of steam packets is already in successful operation between Washington 
and Charleston, leaving this place on Friday and reaching Charleston on the following Monday, when a 
sea steamer may be despatched to the St. John’s, and return in time for the departure of the packet on the 
following Friday. This vessel reaches Washington again on Monday, so that ten days will suffice to com- 
municate with the forces under your command. It is proposed to make Jacksonville the principal depot 
for the operations on the eastern side of the peninsula, and you will give immediate orders for the erection 
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of sufficient storehouses for that purpose, sending a competent officer to make a judicious selection of the 
site, which ought, if possible, to be on the river bank, so as to avoid the expense and delay of land trans- 
portation, From this point forage, provisions, and all things required for the use of the army, can be 
conveyed by steamers to any place on the St. John’s where they may be wanted, to the nearest and 
most commodious point whence to commence land-carriage. In order to insure the success of these ope- 
rations, it will be necessary to engage the requisite number of steamboats for this service, and the 
department desires to be fully informed on that subject, in order that it may decide whether to continue 
the contract or to purchase boats. And here it may be well to remark that sea vessels ought to be 
employed for transportation between New Orleans and Tampa, and between the eastern ports and Jackson- 
ville, and the use of steamers confined to the rivers. It will be well to have on the eastern and western 
rivers, in addition to the barges which you already have, a number of flat-bottomed boats to push up the 
shallow streams, and to serve for lighters in the event of the steamers grounding. 

Whatever land transportation you may require will be furnished by the proper department. Light 
two-horse wagons, drawn by mules, are the best. And here let me advise you not to burden yourself 
with too many horses, either for cavalry or transportation; it is extremely difficult to subsist them in the 
country you are to operate in, and when too numerous, instead of facilitating, they retard the movements 
of anarmy. I observe in the plan of campaign submitted to the department in your letter of June 15, 
you call for nine hundred and fifty cavalry; this appears to be too great a number to subsist in Florida, 
but if they are deemed essentially necessary they shall be furnished of regulars. The immense loss of 
horses by the militia, and the enormous expense incurred by the employment of that description of troops, 
have determined the department rather to bring into the field the whole disposable force of regular 
ravalry than to make any drafts for mounted volunteers. 

In the entire absence of topographical knowledge of the country which is the theatre of your 
operations, I cannot give an opinion of the plan of campaign you propose to follow. It has appeared to 
me that hitherto the base of your operations has been confined too much to a line parallel to the coast, 
and that, if the nature of the country would permit, it might be better to establish it across the peninsula; 
but of this I will defer a positive opinion until I receive copies of the results of the several reconnoissances 
you have caused lately to be made. I beg that you will communicate frequently with the department, 
and as much as possible in detail, so that there may be no defect nor tardiness in sending forward the 
supplies you may require, or otherwise co-operating with you in making the necessary arrangements and 
preparations for a vigorous prosecution of the campaign as soon as the season will permit it to be com- 
menced without risk to the troops. 

The period ought to be determined by experience of the climate. In all our southern countries with 
which I am acquainted, the fall of the year is the most sickly; and to commence active operations in the 
Jower parts of Carolina or Georgia before the Ist of November, unless there should be a frost earlier in 
the season, would be attended with certain disease, and occasion the destruction of one-half of the army. 
If the troops are assembled in October, it appears to me time enough; but I will be glad to hear further 


from you on that subject. 
J. R. POINSETT. 


Major General Tomes 8. Jescr, Commanding in Florida. 


War Department, August 1, 1837. 
Sir: L enclose for your information copies of instructions that have been issued in reference to the 
employment of an Indian force during the next campaign in Florida. 
J. R. POINSETT. 


Major General Tuomas S. Jesup, Garey’s Ferry, Florida. 


War Departuent, August 3, 183 

Sir: The attention of the department has been called to the subject of the aid afforded by govern- 
ment to suffering inhabitants of Florida, by a late letter received by the quartermaster general from 
Lieutenant Vinton, informing him that another steamboat has been employed to transport subsistence on 
the requisition of Governor Call, who alleges that the one now on that service (the Izard) is not sufficient 
to supply the suffering inhabitants assembled at St. Mark’s. You were informed by a letter of May 17 
that the President had resolved to continue the distribution of rations to the inhabitants who were 
unable to maintain themselves until the Ist of October next, and by that intimation it was intended to 
convey his intention that these supplies should cease at that time. The object of Congress wguld appear 
to have been to succor the immediate wants of a people who had been suddenly driven from their homes 
and deprived of the means of supporting themselves; not to continue during the whole war to maintain 
them gratuitously, thereby withdrawing all motive for exertion on the part of those who might otherwise 
find means to maintain themselves. Cases may present themselves of the aged and infirm, the widow 
and the orphan, wherein you may be ealled upon to exercise a sound discretion, as you are hereby 
authorized to do; but on the Ist of October the present system cf dealing out rations to the suffering 
inhabitants of Florida generally, as now practiced, must cease, and as early notice as possible ought to 
be given of this determination of the President. 

That none may suffer under this decision, you will give employment to those who are in want of it; 
and it is supposed that the various branches of the service, especially the establishment of stores, posts, 
and good communications throughout the country, will enable you to do so. Apart from the pernicious 
moral influence of an indefinite continuance of such a system, the success of the campaign will be 
jeoparded by it. If the steamboats and wagon train, and other transportation intended for the service of 
the army, may be called off at any time from their legitimate and necessary uses to convey these supplies, 
the commanding general cannot be certain of receiving with punctuality and despatch those intended for 
the troops. And if the subsistence destined for the army is to be consumed irregularly by the requisitions 
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from officers whose duty it has been to obtain the rations heretofore distributed to the inhabitants, the 
commissary’s department cannot answer for the result. The supply must, either way, far exceed the 
regular demand, which is attended, as experience proves, with great waste of the public stores; or there 
may be a deficiency of supplies for the troops to the utter destruction of the best combined operations. 
Even those rations which, in the use of a sound discretion, you may find it absolutely necessary to 
distribute, ought to be taken from other sources than those intended for the use of the army, and 
transported by other means than those at the disposition of the quartermaster’s department for the 
transportation of the baggage and stores of the army. 

You will therefore cause all such persons to be assembled in the neighborhood of Jacksonville, on the 
St. John’s, and at Tampa Bay, or Charlotte harbor—points which can be approached by sailing vessels; 
and on information being received here of the number so to be supplied, measures will be taken, before 
the commencement of active operations, to detach this service from the army altogether, and employ 
agents to attend to it. ; 

J. R. POINSETT. 
Major General Tuomas 5. Jesup, Garey’s Ferry, Florida. 


War Department, August 3, 1837. 
Sir: It appears to me advisable to establish a post in Charlotte harbor, on some convenient and 
healthy site, as soon as the means in your power will permit it to be done; and from thence to push recon- 
noitring parties up the rivers which fall into that bay, in order to obtain a knowledge of the country 
which is soon to be the theatre of your operations. I am sorry to find that you have been under the 
necessity of calling out so many men of the militia of Florida, It has always appeared to me a sound 
policy to leave as many of the Floridians as possible on their plantations, and not to compel them to aban- 
don their homes. The militia had better be drawn, as far as practicable, from the neighboring States, and 
the people of the country left to guard their own hearths and protect their own slaves. I have no doubt 
the exigency of the case required you so to act, but I am desirous you should know the views of the 
department on this subject. | 
J. R. POINSETT. 
Major General Tuomas 8. Jesup, Garey’s Ferry, Florida. 





War Department, August 16, 1837. 


Sir: I have to request that you will observe and note the operation of the existing rules and regula- 
tions of the militia service in the field, with a view to their future revision. 
J. R. POINSETT. 
Major General Tomas S. Jesup, Garey’s Ferry, Florida. 


War Department, August 18, 1837. 

Sir: I have watched the progress of the recruiting service with great anxiety; and, although new 
rendezvous have been opened, and I believe proper exertions used by the officers charged with this depart- 
ment, still I am afraid the number of recruits will fall short of the complement of men required to fill up, 
within the limited time, the regiments destined to Florida. Under this apprehension, I deem it expedient 
that you should make prompt use of the authority heretofore vested in you, to call for such militia or 
volunteer force as you may think necessary to complete the number of men required to carry out the plan 
of campaign you have proposed; the latter to serve six or twelve months, unless sooner discharged. The 
adjutant general has been instructed to furnish you with a return of the recruiting service. There are 
not quite a thousand men at Old Point Comfort, and the return from all the recruiting stations will not, I 
fear, exceed five hundred men a month. 

It may be well to endeavor to re-enlist, for a short time, the men now in Florida, whose term of service 
is about to expire; say, to the end of the campaign. You may assure them of the punctual fulfilment of 
any arrangement you may find it beneficial to make with them, on the part of the department, within its 
legal powers. 

Every exertion is being made by the quartermaster and commissary generals to complete the sup- 
plies necessary to the success of your operations, from their respective departments. A return of them 
will be furnished to you; and I beg you will advise me of any further requirements you may deem essen- 
tial to the health and comfort of the troops, and to the efficiency of the forces under your command. 

J. R. POINSETT. 

Major General Tuomas 8. Jesup, Garey’s Ferry, Florida. 





War Department, August 25, 1837. 


Sir: Your letters of the 10th and 14th instant have been received. 

In accepting the services of the brigade of volunteers which has been offered for service in Florida 
from Kentucky, which you are hereby authorized to do, you will designate the description of force, num- 
ber of men and officers you require, and the organization you propose to give it, agreeably to that adopted 
by the late President, when the volunteers for the last campaign were mustered into service. 

In communicating to you my own convictions, it was not intended to do anything more than bring 
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them to your notice—not to make them the guide of your conduct, in any case in which your knowledge 
and experience, acquired on the theatre of operations, led you to differ from them. I had no wish to break 
up the depot at Garey’s Ferry, and only desired to have established the general depot at Jacksonville, in 
order that the supplies might be transported by sailing vessels, and, being discharged there, supplies of 
every description could be transported there by steamers to Black creek, or whatever other part they may 
be required. Your impressions, however, appear to be so strong as to the inexpediency of making the depot 
at Jacksonville, and so decidedly in favor of the Pilatka, that you are authorized to make the proposed 
alteration in the orders which have been given upon this subject; or if, in your opinion, sailing vessels 
can be brought up to the depot at Garey’s Ferry, by being towed from the mouth of the creek, you may 
make that the chief depot for supplies on that line of your operations, and suppress the others. 

The acting quartermaster general will take the most prompt and active measures to send all the 
articles you require from his department. 

If the Engineer department can furnish the dredge-boat, and sufficient force to work it, in time to 
deepen the bar and remove the obstructions to navigation at the head of the lakes, it shall be done. In 
the meantime I would suggest that flat-bottomed boats be used as lighters for the steamers. The opera- 
tion of unloading and loading is, I acknowledge, somewhat tedious, but attended with less labor than 
land-carriage. Every effort is making to obtain for the army under your command the description of 
force you require. The 2d regiment of dragoons, now on their march from Jefferson Barracks, it is hoped, 
from their having had some time to dviil, will furnish you a few companies of good cavalry; and rendez- 
vous have been opened in the interior districts with the hope of obtaining men acquainted with the use 
and management of horses. 

If the plan suggested by me cannot be carried out, you will designate the description of force you 
require in the requisitions upon the States; not merely asking for regiments, brigades, or companies, but 
stating in every instance the number of men and officers required, and mustering none other into service. 
You may call for whatever number of volunteer cavalry you require; but I would suggest whether it 
would not be advisable to bring the men chiefly by water, and have the horses driven by careful persons, 
so that they may be fresh on their arrival. If mounted men march from Kentucky or Tennessee on horse- 
back, the horses will be galled and used up before they reach the Territory. 

The map was very aeceptable, and, as soon as the one you intend to forward from Tampa reaches 
the department, it shall be lithographed, and copies furnished to the officers in service in Florida, in order 
that while they use it they may fill it up with such information as they can derive from actual observa- 
tion. On a cursory examination of it, the plan of campaign you propose appears judicious. 

The Navy Department will furnish the vessels required; and I have asked for the officers you desig- 
nate to command the steamers. One word as to the season of commencing active operations, The first 
of October is too soon. I have no objections to the force you require being in Florida early in that month, 
that you may organize it, and, if you desire, place the columns in position; but October is too soon to 
begin active operations in the field, without exposing the troops to the deadly effects of the autumnal 
diseases prevalent in the latitude and climate of East Florida. 

I regard the risk to the health of the men to be so great at that season, putting to hazard the success 
of the campaign, that Iam compelled to instruct you not to commence active operations of attack before 


the commencement of November. 
J. R. POINSETT. 


Major General Tuomas 5. Jesup, Garey’s Ferry, Florida. 


War Department, August 26, 1837. 


Sir: I enclose you a letter of the Commissioner of Indian Affairs, and will thank,you to furnish him 
with the information he desires respecting the Creek warriors in Florida. 
J. R. POINSETT. 


Major General Tuomas §. Jesup. 


War Departuent, August 30, 1837. 

Sir: Since the letter from this department was written, asking you to report what disposition you 
intended to make of the Creek warriors whose families are at Pass Christian, [am informed by the Com- 
missioner of Indian Affairs that it is desirable they should Le sent to that station as soon as can conve- 
niently be done, in order that they may be ready to remove early in the month of October. From the 
measures taken by the department to supply their places, it is hoped that you will be able to dispense 
with their services in time so as not to interfere with the measures adopted here for their speedy 
emigration. 

Your letter of the 15th instant has been received, and your wishes with regard to the gun-carriages 
shall be complied with as early as practicable. 

It is stated by some persons that the Shawnee, Delaware, and Kickapoo tribes of Indians, which you 
recommended to be employed, are too few and too civilized to furnish the number of warriors we have 
required from them. Orders were given to the officers, in the event of their not succeeding in engaging 
the number of Indians required from these tribes, to seek them elsewhere; and I inform you thus early 
of all the obstacles likely to arise, that, in aid of the department, you nay take such measures as are in 


‘ J. KR. POINSETT. 
Major General Tuomas 8. Jesup, Garey’s Ferry, Florida. 


your power to obviate them. 
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War Department, September 2, 1837. 

Sir: Since my letter to you of the 25th ultimo, authorizing you to accept a brigade of volunteers 
from Kentucky, | have been informed by General Smith, of Louisiana, that the same number of efficient 
men can be raised in that State without delay. These being accustomed to a climate similar to that of 
Florida, and so near the scene of operations that they would be able to reach there at an earlier period 
than those would from Kentucky, I have determined to accept the services of the former, and to counter- 
mand the authority given you to receive the latter. 

The governor of Kentucky will be this day informed of this change of the views of the department. 

J. R. POINSETT. 

Major General Tuomas 5. Jesur, Garey’s Ferry, Florida. 





War Department, September 6, 183'T. 
Sir: The department having made arrangements for procuring a sufficient volunteer force from Ten- 
nessee, with that which will be raised im Louisiana and South Carolina, for the next campaign in Florida, 
it will be unnecessary that you should call upon the governors of Georgia and Alabama for the troops 
you were authorized to request, in letters from this department, some time since. Nor is it necessary 
that you should communicate with the governor of Tennessee respecting the force to be procured in that 
State, as the department will take the necessary measures respecting it. 
J. R. POINSETT. 


Major General Thomas 8. Jesup, Garey’s Ferry, Florida. 


P. 8.—The number of volunteers from South Carolina, it is believed, will be five hundred. 





War Department, Seplember 6, 1837. 


Sir: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letter communicating the result of your 
interview at Fort King with certain sub-chiefs of the Seminoles, and hasten to say that the intelligence 
given by you is of a pleasing character, and to express to you the approbation of the department of the 
course you have pursued, and of the language you have made use of in your talk with the Indians. 

J. R. POINSETT. 

Major General Tuomas S. Jesup, Garey’s Ferry, Florida. 





War Departuent, September 9, 1837. 
Sir: In reply to that part of your letter of the 10th ultimo which refers to the necessity of having 
a small naval force to aid you in preventing the Indians from obtaining powder from certain points, I 
transmit you copies of letters from the Secretary of the Navy and the Secretary of the Treasury in 
answer to requests made to them by this department for both species of force. 
The Secretary of the Treasury has been requested to place the cutters under your orders, and cause 
them to repair to Tampa Bay at as early a period as practicable. 
J. R. POINSETT. 


Major General Tuomas 8. Jesup, Garey’s Ferry, Florida. 





War Department, September 13, 1837. 


Sir: I have had the pleasure to receive your letters of the 28th and the 30th of August. 

In reply to the first, relating to General P. F. Smith, of Louisiana, I am happy to inform you that the 
department has anticipated your wishes, and accepted the services of that officer to raise a regiment in 
Louisiana for the service of the Florida war. He has already the necessary authority, and measures are 
in operation to render his levies effective. You can communicate to him the point where you desire him 
to direct his foree. As you indicate Charlotte harbor, I have this day given orders to send the battalion 
of second infantry, (say, two hundred and fifty men,) now at New York, to that post, which will supply 
the place of the marines. I regret that force has not been retained in Florida, but suppose it is too late 
so to direct it. 

The department is satisfied with the reasons given in your communication of the 30th for the employ- 
ment of the Florida militia. 

As you appear to apprehend that the force will not be in position in time for active operations, which 
ought not to commence before the first week in November, I recapitulate what has been ordered on the 
subject. Measures have been taken to raise six hundred volunteers in Tennessee, six hundred in Louisiana, 
six hundred in Missouri, with chree hundred additional riflemen organized as spy companies. Active 
oflicers are engaged in procuring the Indian force of one thousand men. These troops, we confidently 
expect, will be in Florida in the month of October. Five hundred regulars will take their departure from 
Old Point Comfort for Tampa from the 20th to the 25th of this month; two hundred and fifty for Char- 
lotte harbor as soon as practicable, but before that period ; and from the Ist to the 10th of October the 
remaining force, now at Fortress Monroe, (say, about one thousand men,} will be despatched to the St. 
John’s. 

The steamer New Brighton will shortly take her station between Charleston and Garey’s Ferry, and 
our communications will then be regular and frequent. I await the promised map to have it lithographed. 

I send the instructions prepared for the commission intended to be sent to attend to the subject of 
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distributing rations to the indigent and suffering inhabitants of Florida. As some days may elapse 
before the gentlemen will be able to reach Florida, [ beg you will cause these regulations to be carried 
out immediately after the first of October by the officers now charged with that duty. 

J. R. POINSETT. 


Major General Tuomas 8. Jesur, Garey’s Ferry, Florida. 





War Department, October 4, 188°. 
Sir: The Cherokee chiefs who are charged with this communication, having expressed a desire to be 
allowed to counsel with the Seminoles, in order to save that people from the consequences of the impend- 
ing war, you will permit them to do so. 
Very respectfully, your most obedient servant, 


J. R. POINSETT. 


Major General Tuomas 8. Jesup. 





War Derrpartuent, October 4, 1837. 


Sin: It having been signified to the department that certain Cherokee chiefs have expressed a desire 
to counsel the Seminoles to submit to the government of the United States, I have thought it advisable 
to permit them to do so ; but you will take the precaution to have them accompanied by such agents and 
interpreters as you can rely upon, in order to insure the faithful execution of their proffered services. 


Very respectfully, your most obedient servant, 
J. R. POINSETT. 


Major General Tuomas 8. Jesur, St. Augustine, Florida. 


Hrapguarters Army oF THE Sovts, Tampa Bay, November 3, 1836. 
Sir: I have the honor to enclose a return of the troops at this post. Not having returns of the three 
companies of regular troops, and one of mounted volunteers, in the Creek country; of the two companies 
of infantry in the southern counties of Georgia; nor of the battalion of mounted Alabama volunteers on 


their way to join me, I could not include them on the return. 
Supplies are rapidly coming in; and if I had the means of transportation, I should be able to move 


forward the moment the Alabama volunteers arrive. 

I enclose, for the information of the general-in-chief and the Secretary of War, a copy of a letter to 
his excellency Governor Schley, dated the 17th ultimo; and a copy of a letter to his excellency Governor 
Clay, of the 20th ultimo, on the subject of volunteers for twelve months, which will certainly be required 
for service here, as there seems to be no prospect of recruits being sent to fill up the companies in this 


Territory. I would have forwarded copies of those letters sooner, but was not able to have them made 
out. 
I also enclose a letter to Commodore Dallas. 
I am, sir, respectfully, your obedient servant, 


THOMAS S$. JESUP, Major General. 
Brigadier General R. Jones, Adjutant General, Washington, City. 


Heangvarters Army oF THE Soutu, Tampa Bay, October 19, 1836. 

Sir: Previous to my departure from the Creek country, that excellent officer, Major Nelson, stationed 
near the Cherokee line, proposed to raise a regiment of volunteers for twelve months. I did not then feel 
authorized to accept the services of so large a corps; but information received since my arrival here 
induces the belief that the war in this country, from the confidence with which the Indians have been 
inspired by their successes during the summer, will be protracted, and that the services of the regiment 
offered by Major Nelson will be required. I must, therefore, request your excellency to give the necessary 
orders for the organization of the regiment, and its march to Tallahassee. 

As I have no officer disposable, I beg you to appoint an officer to muster them into service. Arms, 
ammunition, camp equipage, &c., can be obtained at Columbus or Fort Mitchell. 

I am your excellency’s most obedient servant, 
THOMAS 8S. JESUP, Major General, Commanding. 


His Excellency Wa. Scniey, Governor of Georgia, Milledgeville, Ga. 


HeapDQUARTERS ARMY OF THE Soutu, Sleamboat Merchant, near the Withlacoochee, October 20, 1836. 
Dear Sir: From the dispersed condition of the hostile Indians at this time in Florida, the war will be 
tedious, and more troops will be required than are now in the field. I desire that the fine battalion under 
Lieutenant Colonel Cawlfield should be extended to a regiment. I beg you to consider this letter as < 
requisition for five additional companies of volunteers for twelve months. Arms and every necessary 
equipment can be had at Fort Mitchell. I will thank you to organize the companies into a battalion, with 
a major to command it, and let the colonel be elected when it shall have joined the battalion now in the 
field. 
I am, dear sir, most respectfully, your obedient servant, 


THOMAS S. JESUP, Major General. 
His Excellency C. C. CLay, Governor of Alabama, Tuscaloosa, Alabama. 
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Herapquarrers, Apalachicola, October 25, 1836. 

Sm: Pursuant to instructions from the Secretary of War, I have entered Florida with the disposable 
force under my command, to co-operate with his excellency Governor Call in the prosecution of the war 
against the Seminole Indians. ‘To strike the enemy in his stronghold, the command of the Withlacoochee 
is necessary; to take and retain command of that river, small steamboats are required. The Izard, which 
was intended for that service, has been lost on the bar at the mouth of that river; and our operations will 
be greatly retarded, if not entirely suspended, if she be not replaced. 

Two public boats, the American and Dade, have, I understand, been sent to Pensacola for repairs. If 
they could be made fit for service, and one of them be sent to the Withlacoochee, and the other to the 
Suwanee, active operations might be commenced in a few days, and the war, perhaps, brought to a close 
before the expiration of the term of service of the Tennessee volunteers. May I ask the favor of you to 
sause them to be repaired at the navy yard, and furnished with crews from your command ? 

The efficient co-operation afforded by the navy, and particularly by yourself, in the Creek campaign, 
induces me to make this request; and I make it with the more confidence, from the belief that, with your 
enlarged and liberal views, you are always willing to promote the interest of the whole service by every 
means in your power. 

Colonel Stanton, quartermaster and adjutant general of this army, whom I take great pleasure in 
introducing to your acquaintance, is the bearer of this letter. He goes to Pensacola, Mobile, and perhaps 
to New Orleans, on public duty. I have requested him to see you in relation to the steamboat before 
referred to. 

With high consideration and respect, your obedient servant, 
THOMAS 8. JESUP, Major General, Commanding. 

Jommodore ALEXANDER J. DALLAs, 

Commanding United States Naval dorce on the Gulf of Mexico, Pensacola, Florida. 





Hrapquarters ARMY OF THE SoutH, Tampa Bay, November 6, 1836. 


Sir: I have received, this evening, your letters of the 6th and 8th October. 

The marines and about five hundred regular troops are here. A detachment of Alabama volunteers 
arrived to-day—about a hundred and twenty. The remainder of the battalion, about a hundred and 
eighty, will be here probably by the 12th, at which time I expect mules and horses from New Orleans and 
St. Mark’s for packing. On my arrival, [found no means of transportation, or I should ere this have been 
on the Withlacoochee. The moment the pack-horses arrive I shall take the field. 

] have despatches to-day from Governor Call and General Reed. The governor, with the Tennesseeans 
and Floridians, and the Indian warriors, will move on the Withlacoochee. If the Indians fight, the war 
will soon be ended. If they disperse, we shall have a tedious and arduous service; but they must be 
pursued to their most hidden recesses. Should they go to the Everglades, I shall follow them, and for that 
purpose I have required boats of a suitable construction to be prepared at New Orleans. 

I am, sir, most respectfully, your obedient servant, 
THOMAS 8. JESUP, Major General, Commanding 

Hon. Secretary or War, Washington City. 


Heapquarters ARMY OF THE Soutn, Zampa Bay, November 6, 1836. 


Sir: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letters of the 8th and 11th of October. 
They were forwarded to me from Columbus, Georgia, and were received this evening. 

The marines, under Colonel Henderson, are here. I have also about 500 regular troops. About 120 
of the Alabama volunteers arrived to-day, and the remainder (say 180) will be here by the 12th; and I 
expect by that time to receive horses or mules from New Orleans for packing. The moment they arrive 
I shall take the field. 

Governor Call, from whom I have received despatches this afternoon, will meet me on the Withla- 
coochee with the Tennesseeans, Floridians, and Indian warriors. 

If the Indians return to fight us, we shall terminate the war during this month; but should they 
disperse, they will give us employment the greater part of the winter. 

I have received Order No. 69, and hope it may be carried out. 

I have the honor to be, sir, your obedient servant, 
THOMAS 8. JESUP, Major General, Commanding. 


Brigadier General R. Jones, Adjutant General, Washington City. 


Heapquarters Army or THE SoutH, Tampa Bay, November 9, 1836. 


Gexerat: I have the honor to send herewith a muster-roll of Captain W. L. Fry’s company of 
mounted Alabama volunteers, which was mustered into the service of the United States by General 
Andrew Moore, of Alabama, under authority from Major General Jesup. 

I am instructed by General Jesup to say, that when the company was called into service, it was 
necessary to facilitate the emigration of the Creek Indians. That service having been accomplished, the 
company will be ordcred to report for duty to General Wool, in the Cherokee nation; who, should he not 
require their services, will have them discharged. 

Most respectfully, your obedient servant, 
J. N. CHAMBERS, Lieutenant and Aide-de-camp. 

Brigadier General R. Jones, Adjulant General U.S. A., Washington City. 
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Heapavarters, Fort Brooke, Tampa Bay, November 18, 1836. 


Sir: The last detachment of the Alabama volunteer battalion arrived here yesterday. The mules 
ordered from New Orleans for packing have not yet arrived. The moment they arrive I shall take the 
field. I have been ready for two weeks, except transportation. The time, however, has not been lost, as 
I have employed the mounted volunteers in scouring the country; and every arrangement has been made 
for the most vigorous prosecution of the war, so soon as the means of transporting a few days’ subsistence 
and forage shall be obtained. I hope to move by the 20th. 

I am, sir, respectfully, your obedient servant, 
THOMAS 8. JESUP, Major General, Commanding. 

Brigadier General R. Jones, Adjutant General, Washington City. 


Herapquarrers Army or THE Sovutu, Lort Brooke, Tampa Bay, November 20, 1836. 


Sir: Except the means of transportation, I have been ready for the field for two weeks past. A 
vessel with one hundred and twelve mules arrived evening before last. We are getting them on shore, 
and will march the moment they can be broken to the packs, for they are now entirely wild. Mules 
properly broken could not, I am told, be obtained. 

The delay here, I am apprehensive, will derange General Call’s plan; but we must make up by 
energy and activity when we get into the field for the unavoidable delay which has taken place. Among 
the numerous disadvantages to the service incident to the detention here, we have one advantage at least, 
which is, the arrival of the last detachment of the Alabama battalion. 

I have not heard from General Call since the 27th of last month. There is no communication by land, 
and a very precarious one by water, consequently it is impossible to combine the movement of separate 
columns with any degree of certainty; and the friendly Seminoles who acted as guides last winter having 
been all sent off during the summer, not a single guide or pilot can be obtained. 

I am, sir, respectfully, your obedient servant, 
THOMAS 8. JESUP, Major General. 
Brigadier General R. Jones, Adjutant General, Washington City. 





Hrapquarters ARMY OF THE Soutu, Tampa Bay, November 21, 1836. 

Sir: I desire that the enclosed copy of a letter to the late Colonel Walker, with the copy of his letter 
in reply, referring to a mistake in a report, as well as an order of General Scott, and a misrepresentation 
which has been circulated widely in the newspapers, be placed, with this letter, on the files of the Adjutant 
General’s office; and 

I am, sir, respectfully, your obedient servant, 
THOMAS 8. JESUP, Major General. 
Brigadier General R. Jones, Adjutant General, Washington City. 


ApaLacHico.a, Llurida, October 14, 1836. 

Dear Sir: A writer in one of the Virginia papers, who represents himself as an officer of the army 
under the command of General Scott, has charged me with injustice to General Moore, in not reporting 
several hundred prisoners which his brigade is represented as having taken and sent to me. The same 
writer says that of the three hundred prisoners sent in by me to Fort Mitchell, two hundred and fifty were 
taken by General Moore. 

As I am not aware of any prisoners having been taken by General Moore’s command, and as it has 
been asserted, and the assertion has found its way into the papers, that the prisoners taken by him were 
delivered to you on my order, I beg the favor of you to answer the following questions: Ist. Were any 
prisoners delivered to you by any part of General Moore’s command; and if so, of what towns were they, 
and what disposition was made of them? 2d. Were any of the prisoners taken to Fort Mitchell captured 
by General Moore’s command? 3d. Did not Captain Henderson, of General Moore’s command, disarm and 
take into custody Jim Boy and his warriors of the Thloblocco town, and Yelka-Hadjo and his warriors of 
the lower Enfula town, who were at the time preparing to accompany me on the campaign? 4th. Were 
these chiefs or their warriors at any time hostile? 5th. Did they not accompany me on the campaign 
under the command of yourself and General Woodward, and perform their duty faithfully and efficiently ? 
6th. Were there any other Indians than those of Jim Boy and Yelka-Hadjo taken and delivered to you by 
Captain Henderson or any other officer of General Moore’s command? ‘th. Were there, to your knowledge, 
any hostile Indians captured at any time by General Moore’s command and sent to me ? 

Respectfully, I am, dear sir, your obedient servant, 
THOMAS S. JESUP. 


Colonel Witiiam Waker, of Tuskegee, now at Apalachicola. 
ApJuTANT GENERAL’s OrriceE, Army oF THE Soutu, Tampa Bay, November 21, 1836. 
I certify that the above is a true copy of the original as recorded on the books of this office. 
HENRY STANTON, 
Brevet Iieutenant Colonel and Adjutant General of the Army of the South. 
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AparacHicoLa, Florida, October 14, 1836. 


Sir: Your letter of the present date has just been handed to me, and I hasten to reply to the questions 
therein proposed, which I am obliged to do in the simplest form, as my indisposition has rendered me so 
weak as to compel me to make use of the hand of another to commit to paper all I have to communicate. 

First question. In answer to your first question, I reply that no prisoners were delivered to me by any 
part of General Moore’s command. 

Second question. Answer; no, not one. 

Third question. Captain Henderson, of General Moore’s command, took and disarmed Jim Boy and 
Yell:a-Hadjo and their warriors when they were actually in the service of the United States and preparing 
to join you in the campaign. 

Fourth question. No, never. 

Fifth question. Yes, all of them. 

Sixth question. No other Indians, besides those above mentioned, were delivered to me by Captain 
Henderson or by any officer of General Moore’s command, 

Seventh question. Never, to my knowledge. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 


WM. WALKER. 


Major General Jesur. 


We, the undersigned, hereby certify that the interrogatories to which the foregoing are answers 
were put and answered in our presence. 
W. S. McCLINTOCK, Major United States Army. 
J. A. CHAMBERS, Lieutenant United States Artillery. 


I certify that the foregoing letter and certificate are true copies from the originals. 
J. A. CHAMBERS, Lieutenant United States Artillery. 
Tampa Bay, November 21, 1836. 


Herapquarters ARMY OF THE Soutu, Zampa Bay, November 28, 1836. 


Sir: Sufficient transportation having been prepared, I put the troops in march yesterday for the 
Withlacoochee; but having received information, by the arrival of a steamboat with several officers, that 
Governor Call had scoured the cove of that river without finding an Indian, and that trails in a southerly 
direction had been discovered by him, and also that he had moved to Volusia, I directed the troops to fall 
back and resume their position here. 

My last communication from the governor was dated the 27th of last month. It is utterly impossible 
to combine the movements of separate columns in a country like this, where communications cannot be 
kept up. The whole force should be united, and depots pushed into the immediate vicinity of the strong- 
holds of the enemy. To be able to do so, I shall put myself at the head of the mounted men of this com- 
mand to-morrow morning, and dash directly through to Governor Call’s headquarters. If I should get 
through, I will report to you immediately from the other side. 

I am, sir, respectfully, your obedient servant, 
THOMAS 8. JESUP, Major General. 


Brigadier General R. Jones, Adjutant General, Washington City. 


Heapnquarters, Volusia, December 5, 1836. 


Sir: After a rapid march of between five and six days, I arrived here last night from Tampa Bay, 
where | found Governor Call with the Tennessee brigade, the Indian regiment, and a few regular troops 
and Florida volunteers, amounting, altogether, to about two thousand men. 

Your instructions to me of the 4th ultimo, to take the command of the troops in Florida and the 
direction of the war against the Seminoles, have not yet been received; but Governor Call has given me 
a copy of them, and will turn over the command to me the moment the necessary returns can be prepared. 
I shall enter upon the duties assigned me without the confidence of success entertained by the members 
of the government, or the hope of fulfilling the expectations of the President or the country. All that 
man can do shall be done; but I can promise nothing more than to do my duty faithfully. Other troops 
will be required, and that immediately; otherwise a failure is inevitable. 

The term of service of at least two hundred of the regular troops will, I am told, expire in the course 
of this and the next month, and not a man will re-enlist. The term of service of the Tennessee brigade 
will expire, of a part on the 18th, and of the remainder on the 31st of the present month, and they will 
insist on going home. I shall then be left with troops barely sufficient to defend the necessary depots, 
without any for active service in the field. 

I requested the governor of Alabama some time ago to detach a force of five companies, either volun- 
teers or drafted militia, for service in this Territory, and also to complete Lieutenant Colonel Cawlfield’s 
battalion of twelve months’ volunteers to a regiment. I also requested Governor Schley, of Gecergia, to 
detach a regiment of twelve months’ volunteers, the services of which had been offered to me last fall, 
but which I did not then feel myself authorized to accept. I have not heard from either of the governors, 
probably from the difficulty of communications reaching me. If the force asked from them should be sent 
to me, it will supply the place of the Tennesseeans ordered to Tampa Bay; it would supply the place of 
the discharges, and enable me to end the war this winter. This post I find entirely out of position, but 
as supplies are already collected here, I must use it as a depot. Fort King is also out of position, but 
as you have directed that it be occupied, I shall re-establish it if I can spare troops to garrison it. I 
have already established a depot twenty-five miles in advance of Tampa Bay, on the road to Fort King, 
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shall also establish a post at Punta-Rassa, near the mouth of the Langbell river, which falls into Charlotte 
harbor; but to effect these important and absolutely necessary objects, force is required. 

A post has been established by Governor Call on the Withlacoochee twenty miles above its mouth. 


and propose to establish another on the same road, at the point where it crosses the Withlacoochee. 


If the Indians should remain on that river, another post must be placed near the cove. With these posts 
established and supplied, the war may be carried on successfully by light detachments, operating without 
baggage, and striking the enemy promptly and unexpectedly wherever he may be found. 

As an act of justice to Governor Call, I take the occasion to remark (and I stake my professional 
reputation on the correctness of the remark) that no man could, under the circumstances in which he has 
been placed, have accomplished more than he has done. He had the summer, it is said in the public 
prints, to make his arrangements for a winter campaign, but he could not establish depots without force 
to defend them. And it is to be observed that he entered upon his command under circumstances of 
embarrassment which did not exist when the campaign of last year commenced. He found the country 
exhausted, and not only all the positions occupied during the campaign abandoned, but the whole country, 
from the Suwanee to the Atlantic, except Tampa Bay and St. Augustine, occupied by the enemy. His 
plan of campaign was admirable, but there were circumstances which he could not control that prevented 
its execution. If I should fail, (and unless I have more force I certainly shall,) the country can be com- 
pletely defended by mounted rangers only, in connexion with the depots which I propose to establish. 
The rangers should be raised during the present winter, and should have a rate of pay to command the 
services of the best men. The pay of the regular troops, including the officers, should be doubled, to 
secure them the ordinary comforts during their service in Florida, Let me entreat you, as you regard the 
best interests of the service, to impress upon Congress the necessity of putting the army upon a better 
footing. I wish nothing myself, and if justice can be done to my brave companions, I will cheerfully serve 
out the campaign without pay or emoluments. I shall commence operations immediately with the utmost 
vigor which the means at my command will permit, and shall keep you constantly advised of my progress. 

With high consideration and respect, I am, sir, your obedient servant, 


THOMAS 8S. JESUP. 
Hon. B. F. Butter, Secretary of War, Washington City. 





Votusia, Florida, December 5, 1836. 


Sir: I was not able to obtain the means of transportation for even ten days’ supply of subsistence 
and forage for the troops under my command at Tampa Bay until the 17th of Jast month; the mules sent 
for that purpose from New Orleans were entirely unbroken, and it was not until the 27th that I was able 
to commence the march on the Withlacoochee. When the troops had been put in motion, I received intel- 
ligence that Governor Call had reached that river on the 13th, had swept the cove, and had, after driving 
the Indians, marched across the country to this post. 

I immediately countermanded the march of the troops, and, putting myself at the head of four hundred 
mounted men, on the 27th ultimo pushed through the country and joined the governor last night. 

On the 3d instant my spy company succeeded in capturing an Indian near the Ocklawaha river, from 
whom I received information of the situation of a village, inhabited by negroes, on the lake in which the 
river has its source. I detached Lieutenant Colonel Cawlfield, of the Alabama twelve months’ volunteers, 
with orders to burn the village and capture or destroy its inhabitants. 

The result of the expedition was the destruction of the village and the capture of forty-one negroes. 
The service was performed in the most prompt and handsome manner. 

I have not yet received a return of the troops at this post, nor of the supplies; but I hope to have 
both to-day. After which, I shall be able to form some idea of the operations proper to be undertaken. 

I have not yet received the instructions from the War Department to assume the command in Florida. 
They were forwarded, via Fort Clinch, to Tampa Bay; and the messenger had not arrived there when I 
took my departure for this place. Governor Call, however, has given me a copy of them, and will turn 
over the command to me as soon as the necessary returns can be prepared. 

I have the honor to be, sir, your obedient servant, 
THOMAS 8. JESUP, Major General, Commanding Army of the South. 


Brigadier General R. Jones, Adjutant General, Washington City. 


Heapquarters ArMy oF THE Sovtn, Volusia, Florida, December 9, 1836. 

Sir: The command of the forces in Florida was transferred to me yesterday. I would greatly have 
preferred that Goyernor Call had been permitted to close the campaign. He has had difficulties to 
encounter, of which no man can form an adequate idea who has not been here. I have examined carefully 
the state of the service, and have looked into every matter connected with the recent operations; and | 
am sure that no man could have done more, under the circumstances. Te established this post, and took 
every preliminary step to supply it. 

Supplies and means of transportation are rapidly arriving, and, had he retained the command, he 
would soon have struck an important blow. 

The term of service of the Tennessee volunteers will expire in a few days. To avail myself of their 
services in the attack I propose to make, I shall move sooner than in my own judgment I ought to move, 
and may have to fall back; but I am so arranging my depots, that if compelled to relinquish one object, 
I shall readily strike another. If I should not succeed in dislodging Powell, I can, on returning to this 
place, strike Micanopy, Philip, and Cooper, who are about a day’s march from each other, each with from 
one hundred and twenty to two hundred Indian and negro warriors—the latter, perhaps, the more numer- 
ous. My object will be to strike them in succession, and prevent them from concentrating. 

By all means let me have the sixth regiment; and if any companies of the second regiment of dragoons 
have been raised, let me have them. 
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This, you may be assured, is a negro, not an Indian war; and if it be not speedily put down, the 
south will feel the effects of it on their slave population before the end of the next season. 

Unless the army be placed upon a better footing, it will disband; discharges are numerous, and no 
old soldiers re-enlist. The officers cannot subsist on the miserable pittance now allowed them; they should, 
upon principles of common justice, be placed on a footing with corresponding grades in the navy. You, 
sir, will command their gratitude, and render an important service to the country, by taking the lead in 
this matter. 

Assure the President that whatsoever promptness and energy can accomplish shall be done. 

With high consideration and respect, 1 am, sir, your obedient servant, 
THOMAS 8S. JESUP. 


Hon, BF. Burier, Acting Secretary of War, Washington City. 





I{eapquarters Army oF THE Soutn, Volusia, Florida, December 12, 1836. 

Sir: A sufficient supply of subsistence having been received yesterday to enable me to move with 
twenty days’ rations, the army will march to-day. The advance is now moving. At the Ocklawaha I 
shall have the choice of two objects—Micanopy, who is about thirty miles south of the point where I shall 
cross that river; aud Powell, who is about fifty miles southwest of it. 

I propose, after placing the train safely across the Ocklawaha, to have a sufficient force to protect it; 
and, with the reniainder, make a forced march, and strike either Micanopy or Powell; and if successful 
with the first, immediately attack the other. 

My movements are not in accordance with my own judgment; they are controlled by the necessity of 
availing mysclf of the few days that yet remain of the term of service of the Tennessee brigade; and I 
am therefore compelled to march on their route to the mouth of the Withlacoochee, where they expect to 
embark for New Orleans, on their way home. This movement will enable me to strike at the two chiefs 
mentioned above, and to cover the frontier; but had I the control of my measures, I could employ the force 
to march to more advantage, in a succession of attacks along the Ocklawaha, and thence down the With- 
lacoochee. 

Without a strong corps of wagon-drivers, muleteers, and laborers, it is almost impossible to act effi- 
ciently in this country. The southern militia do not labor for themselves, and consequently cannot or will 
not labor for the public. The regular troops are on constant fatigue duty, and a road leading from camp, 
and on which we are to march to-day, requiring repair, I sent instructions to General Armstrong last 
night to move forward with his brigade and cause the necessary repairs to be made. He replied that it 
would be impossible, as his men would nct work. I shall, therefore, be compelled to put this labor also 
upon the regular troops. At the same time that I consider southern volunteers inefficient for many pur- 
poses, it is due to them to say that they are efficient whenever rapid marches are to be made or an enemy 
to be fought. Add to them such a corps as I propose, and you make them efficient for every purpose. 

Cannot the sixth regiment of infantry and the companies of the second regiment of dragoons already 
raised be sent to Florida? Volunteers can be more readily obtained for service on the southwestern 
frontier than for Florida. 

I am, sir, most respectfully, your obedient servant, 


THOMAS 8. JESUP, Major General, Commanding. 
Hon. B. F. Burner, Acting Secretary of War, Washington City. 


Heapquarters ARMY OF THE Soutu, Volusia, Florida, December 12, 1836. 

Sir: The term of service of the Tennessee volunteers will expire in a few days; I shall then have 
force barely sufficient to protect the necessary depots and the trains that supply them. Cannot the sixth 
regiment be sent to me? It is now at Natchitoches, and could reach Tampa Bay in three weeks from the 
receipt of the order. If the companies of the second regiment of dragoons already raised were here, they 
would be sufficient to protect the train from Black creek to the Withlacoochee and to cover the frontier, 
and would leave the remainder of the force disposable. 

Cannot something be done for the army? The officers should be placed on a footing with those of the 
navy; and all officers or soldiers who are serving, or have served, in Florida, below the rank of major 
general, should have grants of land. 

It is impossible to obtain an accurate return of the troops; of course, no return can be made. 

If Thad one thousand volunteers or militia to take the place of the Tennesseeans immediately, I should 
be able to terminate the war in sixty days. The prospects are flattering even now, but I am not sanguine 
of success. The country is not so difficult as it has been represented, but the difficulties which we find 
arise from the entire destitution of every kind of supply. 

To pursue the Indians in the swamps, I must have good double-barrelled guns; and to enable me to keep 
the field a sufficient length of time to render any service, I must have portable soup. I shall order both. 

I have the honor to be, sir, your obedient servant, 
THOMAS 8. JESUP, Major General, Commanding. 


Brigadier General R. Jones, Adjutant General, Washington City. 





Herapquarrers Army oF THE Soutu, Camp Dade, December 17, 1836. 


Sir: The army under my command, consisting of the Tennessee brigade and Alabama battalion, with 
about three hundred regular troops and five hundred Indian warriors, arrived in this vicinity last night. 
To-day I have had the Wahoo swamp completely examined: not an Indian is to be found; and the friendly 
warriors are of opinion that they have all gone south. From the appearance of their trails, they are sup- 
posed to have retreated soon after their last battle with the troops under the command of Governor Call. 
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I propose to establish a post on the Withlacoochee at the point where the Fort King road crosses it, 
and, after supplying it, to endeavor to cut off the several detachments into which the hostile Indians are 
divided. The service will be arduous and difficult; but if a small force be sent to me sufficient to hold the 
necessary posts, and the sixth regiment and the companies of the second dragoons already raised be added 
to my active force in the field, I shall not despair of terminating the war this winter. Should I fail, the 
country can be secured during the next summer only by a cordon of posts, with mounted rangers con- 
stantly patrolling between them. The rangers should be raised for twelve months, but be liable to serve 
during the war; and their pay should be such as to secure the services of the best men. 

The regular troops who serve here, from brigadier down, should have grants of land, and increased 
pay should be allowed them. 

The cove of the Withlacoochee shall be examined to-morrow and the day after; but from present 
appearances, I have no expectation of finding an Indian. 

I have subsistence with me for twenty days, which, when the 'Tennesseeans leave me, (and the term of 
service of several of the companies has already expired,) will serve my diminished force for a month. 

The horses will be sent to Tampa Bay for forage, and Colonel Henderson and Lieutenant Colonel 
Foster will be ordered to join me with their disposable force and twenty-five days’ subsistence. 

To carry on the war in the swamps, I have directed Captain d’Lagnel to purchase two hundred double- 
barrelled guns, and to require a small piece of ordnance from the arsenal at Washington, which, Iam told, 
may be transported on mules. 

Neither artificers nor laborers can be employed here; and I have found it necessary to require 
Captain d’Lagnel to bring into the field a travelling forge, with a number of ordnance artificers, 

To obtain wagon-drivers, the quartermaster has been obliged to allow the volunteers two dollars a 
day. They could not be obtained for less. 

I am, sir, most respectfully, your obedient servant, 


THOMAS 8. JESUP. 


Hon. B. F. Burter, Acting Secretary of War, Washington. 


Hrapquarters ARMY OF THE Sovutu, Camp Dade, Florida, December 18, 1836. 

Sir: Since I wrote to you yesterday I have resolved, from a careful consideration of all the circum- 
stances of the country and the army, to place a depot at this place, leave a garrison of one hundred and 
fifty men to defend it, and, with the remainder of the force under my command, to proceed down the 
Withlacoochee, scouring the country on both banks, to its mouth. 

By the movement proposed I shall be able to drive out all the Indians whv may remain on or near 
the river, to cover the frontier, and ascertain the practicability of pushing steamers or other boats up to- 
the forks. If boats can be brought up to that point, or within a day’s march of it, the Indians must 
forever abandon their settlements in the cove and the swamps of the river. 

The Tennessee volunteers will continue with me until this movement be performed, though the term 
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of service of many of them has expired, and that of all will probably have expired before it be accomplished. 

The prisoners whom I have taken inform me that it is the purpose of Micanopy, Jumper, and Abraham, t 
to fly before the army and avoid a battle. They will hide themselves in the dense swamps and hammocks 
of the Everglades. Oceola has declared his intention to maintain himself as long as possible on the 
Withlacoochee, and then fly to the south; but the prisoners say he will never surrender, 

On my arrival at the mouth of the river the Tennesseeans will embark for New Orleans, on their 
return homeward I have not yet been apprised of any force having been ordered to replace them, My 
last despatches from the department, however, are dated more than a month ago; and T have not yet 
received the original of my instructions of the 4th ultimo, to take the command of the army; but I have a 
copy of the copy sent to Governor Call, under which I am acting. 

With the force mentioned in my letter of yesterday I shall be able to keep the field, and if the enemy 
can be found, probably bring him to terms. 

I hope at the mouth of the Withlacoochee to receive any despatch that may have been sent to me 
from the department during the last month or six weeks; and have the honor to be, most respeetfully, 


your obedient servant, 
THOMAS &. JESUP. 
Hon B. F. Borier, Acting Secretary of War, Washington City. 











Forr Brooke, December 23, 1836. 


Sir: After writing to you on the 18th instant, I ascertained from my Indian scouts and spies, whom 
I had kept constantly employed in scouring the country, that not a sign of hostile Indians could be dis- 
covered at or near any of their strongholds on the Withlacoochee. All the trails are in a southeasterly 
direction; and Powell, if he has not been deserted by his followers, has probably determined to draw the 
war into the neighborhood of Micanopy, Jumper, and Philip, to compel them to adhere te him with their 
warriors. As the enemy could not be found where we expected him, and the term of service of the Ten- 
nessee volunteers having expired, I determined to avail myself of the movement of that corps to send the 
wagon train to Tampa Bay for supplies for the depots which I had found it necessary to establish. 

I left Brigadier General Armistead in command of the forces on the Withlacoochee, with orders to: 
scour the country from Fort King to that river, and to take the most active measures to find the enemy; 
and I came through, with a small escort, to Fort Foster, for the purpose of designating the points to be 
occupied as depots in addition to those already established. I have ordered Lieutenant Colonel Foster to 
erect a work on the Withlacoochee, at the place where the Fort King road crosses it. It will be completed 
in a few days, and a wagon train will leave here to-morrow to supply it with subsistence, forage, touls, &c-. 
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Learning, by express from Colonel Henderson, of the arrival of Commodore Dallas, I came hither to 
arrange with him a plan of combined operations for the campaign. He is several miles below; but I 
expect him here to-day. I have established an abundant depot at Fort Foster, twenty-five miles in advance 
of this place. The fort which Lieutenant Colonel Foster is erecting on the Withlacoochee is twenty-nine 
miles in advance of Fort Foster. Fort Armstrong is fifteen miles farther north, near the point where the 
road from Volusia unites with the road to Fort King. The two latter posts command the principal retreats 
of the enemy on the Withlacoochee. These posts, with that near the mouth of the Withlacoochee and that 
at Volusia, will be sufficient for the present. 

Should it become necessary to re-establish Fort King, I will cause a strong work to be erected, which 
may be held by a few men, and supply it from Fort Drane. The moment my depot shall be filled, which 
will be in a few days, small as my force is, I shall commence active operations in the field, and shall 
prosecute them with the utmost vigor until I either beat the enemy or be beaten by him. 

I have the honor to be, sir, your obedient servant, 
THOMAS 8. JESUP. 


Hon. B. F. Butter, Secretary of War, Washington City. 





HleapquartTers Army oF THE Soutu, ort Brooke, Tampa Bay, December 23, 1836. 


Sir: Since I wrote you this morning Commodore Dallas has arrived, and has offered to furnish men 
from the ships-of-war under his command to defend my depots, and to perform any other service at the 
posts or in water expeditions which the public interest may render necessary. 

The commodore has acted on this occasion with the same disinterested and magnanimous zeal which 
distinguished his conduct during the Creek campaign. His co-operation, which I most readily accept, 
will relieve me from many embarrassments, and will enable me to take the field several days sooner than 
Thad hoped. He will send an officer with a party of sailors to ascertain the practicability ‘of navigating 
the Withlacoochee, and will furnish the force to garrison Fort Clinch on that river. 

I have just received the original of your letter of instructions of the 4th ultimo. You shall not be 
disappointed in my efforts, though you may be in their results. The country is so extensive, and contains 
so many hiding places for large as well as small parties, that the enemy may escape me. 

Major Nelson, with a battalion of four companies of mounted volunteers from Georgia, arrived and 
reported this evening. He came through direct from Fort Clinch to this place. Two companies of his 
battalion were ret tained by Brigadier General Wool in the Cherokee country. The four companies here 
amount to about two hundred men. These, with the Alabama volunteers, will make my mounted force 
near five hundred men. 

I am greatly embarrassed by the difficulty of obtaining laborers, drivers, and artificers. If the war 
should not be brought to a close in a few weeks, I shall send to Cuba for mule-driver rs, and to New Jersey 
for artificers and laborers 

I have the honor to be, sir, your obedient servant, 


THOMAS S. JESUP. 
Hon. B. F. Butter, Secretary of War, Washington City. 


Heapquarrers ARMY oF THE Soutu, Zampa Bay, December 27, 1836. 


GENERAL: Your letter of the 12th ultimo, in relation to depredations committed on the plantation of 
the Hon. John Forsyth, I have the honor to state has been received. I am instructed to enclose two 
letters on the subject, presented by Colonel Henderson, commandant of the marine corps, in answer to 
inquiries made by General Jesup, and to state that these contain all the information that the general has 
been able to collect. Personally he knows nothing, as he was not in the neighborhood, nor even in com- 
mand of the army at the period at which the depredations are said to have been committed. 

I am, general, most respectfully, your ee servant, 
_ A. CHAMBE RS, Lieutenant and Aide-de-camp. 


Brigadier General R. Jones, Adjutant General, chon 





Fort Brooke, December 24, 1836. 


GeneraL: Your letter of the 12th November, covering an affidavit of Abraham Collins, has been 
received. I enclose a communication from Lieutenant Lindsay in relation to it ; he was then acting as 
quartermaster. 

On the evening of the 24th of June last, five companies of the marine corps under my command, with 
a train of wagons, encamped on the plantation of Mr. Forsyth. On the 25th the troops, with most of the 
wagons, crossed to Chattahoochee and occupied a position near the bank of the river opposite the said 
plantation. 

At this time the cotton was almost entirely overgrown with weeds and grass, from not having been 
worked in proper season. It is not in my power to state why this cotton field was not worked. The field 
was directly on the river and within rifle range of the opposite bank. The river was so narrow, imme- 
diately at the place where the ferry was established, that the captain of a steamboat fired a pistol three 
times at a tree on the opposite side, and hit it each time. 

The opposite side of the river, for many miles above and below, was in possession of the band of 
Creek Indians most actively engaged at that time in hostilities against the whites. This was the case at 
the most critical period for the cotton crops. This may have prevented Mr. Collins from working this field. 
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I recollect Mr. Collins informing me that the horses of Captain Love’s company were turned into the 
field, and tiat he had protested against it. That officer may have supposed that all intention of working 
the field had been abandoned, and therefore concluded that there could be no impropriety in turning the 
horses into it. 

The arrival of the marines, so far from being injurious to the operations on the place, at once gave 
security to everything on it. Two wagons were employed in hauling timber through it to construct a 
field-work on the opposite bank. I presume they made but one track through the field, and the injury 
sustained from this was certainly requited by the entire sec urity to the slaves s employed i in working it. 

Jim Henry, with the only party of hostile Indians of any consequence then in arms, occupied the 
swamps W ithin afew miles of the position taken by the troops under my command. If Mr. Collins believ ed 
that the field could be worked with any advantage at this time, the sec urity given to the negroes by the 
troops should have been considered by him as a full offset for the small i injury sustained from the passage 
of the men and wagons through the field. 

Under these circunistances, I am led to the belief that Mr. Forsyth’s interests were rather promoted 
by the presence of the marines on and near his plantation than injured, 


I remain, general, with great respect, your obedient servant, 
ARCH. HENDERSON, Colonel Commandant. 


Brigadier General R. Jones, Adjutant General U. Army, Headquarters, Washington. 


Horr Brooke, Tampa Bay, December 24, 1836. 


Sir: I have carefully read the deposition you handed me of Abraham Collins, of Muscogee county, 
Georgia, on the subject of depredations committed on the plantation of the Hon. J. Forsyth, As the 
acting quartermaster of marines, I am enabled to state that, so far as the corps of marines are concerned, 
no injury was done by them to the cotton crop during the one night that we were encamped there. In select 
ing the ground of encampment, as was my duty, I was particularly careful to place the corps immediately 
on the river bank, (the main road leading directly to it,) where we could not possibly interfere with the 
growing cotton. Indeed, so aire was I upon the location of the encampment, that I expressed my 
solicitude to the overseer , Mr. Collins, about the crop, and observed that every effort should be made not 
to injure it. He replied to my observation by saying that it was then too late to preserve the cotton, the 
rank growth of grass having obtained the asce ndency, and that I need not be particular, but encamp 
where I pleased. Subseque utly, I frequently heard Mr, Collins observe that Captain Love, with his law- 
less company, had ruined his cotton field, and that he had often threatened to shoot the horses they had 
turned in there. The overseer is doubtless conscientious in his deposition; but abundance of proof can 
be given that he has asserted very little fact in the second page. The wagons and horses, as it is well 
known to you, sir, were, with the exception of two, all on the west bank of the Chattahoochee during the 
three weeks he alludes to. But it is useless to remark on the remainder of the letter. The Hon. J. “For- 
syth would have been sufficiently served, if his overseer had not touched upon the depredations committed 
on his property after it had been destroyed by the Georgia volunteers. I will simply add, that I consci- 
entiously believe that the crop was de stroyed by their wantonness, 

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obe dient se rvant, 


. LINDSAY. 


Colonel A. Henxpersox, Commander of Marines. 


Heapquarters Army or THE Sovutu, Tampa Bay, December 27, 1836. 

Genera: When the Washington city volunteers joined the army, they were reported by their captain 
as having been mustered into service for twelve months. Many of the men, however, state that they 
entered only for six months, and, if they were mustered for a longer period, they were deceived, and it 
was contrary to their intentions. I am commanded by the general to ask an official statement of the facts 
in the case, and to suggest, that if the company have been deceived, and were mustered for a longer 
period than they intended, whether it would not be advisable to have them discharged. The company 
has performed its duty faithfully, and in every case met the approbation of the officers under whose imme- 
diate command - has served. 

I am, general, most respectfully, your obedient servant, 


J. aA. CHAMBERS, Lieutenant and Aide-de-camp. 
General R. Jones, Adjutant General, Washington. 


Hrapquarters Army oF THE Soutu, Tampa Bay, January 1, 1837. 


Sir: The principal Indian chief of the regiment of Indian warriors in the service of the United States 
came in yesterday, and brought me reports from Brigadier General Armistead, commanding on the With- 
lacoochee, and M: ajor Morris, commanding the Indian foree. Occupied, as every one about me is, in active 
preparation for the field, I cannot send copies of the reports; but no Indians were found in that part of 
the country, and all the information which [have been able to obtain leads me to the belief that the body 
of the nation are south and southeast. 

The troops in the interior are actively engaged, and I shall join them immediately Commodore 
Dallas has sent sixty sailors to garrison Fort Foster, twenty-five miles east of this place. He despatched 
a garrison yesterday to Fort Clinch, and has promised a garrison for this place; this will increase the 
active force for the field. There is so much sickness, however, among the volunteers and regular troops, 
that I shall not have more than nine hundred or a thousand of them altogether for active service, and at 
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least a hundred of them will be required for convoys. The Indians are entirely broken down, most of 
them are sick, and I expect no further service from them. They will go home the last of this month. 
Such of them as are fit for service I will prevail upon to accompany me, if possible, on an expedition 
against the principal chief of the Seminoles, Micanopy. He is said to be within four days’ march of me. 

General Gaines has ordered the 6th regiment to join me. 

I have the honor to be, sir, your obedient servant, 
THOMAS §S. JESUP, Major General. 
Brigadier General R. Jones, Adjutant General, Washington City. 





ITeapquarters Army oF THE Sout, Fort Armstrong, Florida, January 10, 1837. 

Sir: I have only time to say that a detachment from this army surprised a camp of Indian negroes, 
and made sixteen prisoners. They are of Powell’s band, and the mounted men are now in full pursuit of 
that chief. The enemy is nowhere found in great foree. The great body of the Seminoles are said to be 
south. The moment the regular troops come up, which will probably be to-morrow, I shall either send or 
take a heavy detachment in that direction. 

I have the honor to be, sir, your obedient servant, 
THOMAS 8. JESUP, Major General, Commanding. 


Brigadier General R. Jonres, Adjutant General, Washington City. 





Herapqvuarters, near the cove of the Withlacoochee, January 12, 1837. 


Sir: In my last letter I informed you that the mounted men of my command were in pursuit of 
Powell. Thirty-six negroes, in addition to those already reported, (16,) have been captured by Lieutenant 
Colonel Cawlfield’s battalion and the Indian warriors ; from them we learn that the Indians have entirely 
dispersed, and that Powell has with him only three warriors and his family. One of the negroes, Primus, 
who was sent as a messenger to the Indians by General Scott or Clinch during the last winter, and 
remained with them, says that he is on the Withlacoochee, sick, and that he can collect about a hundred 
warriors. Learning from the prisoners that the Tallahassee chief is on the Withlacoochee with his war- 
riors, I despatched Lieutenant Colonel Foster down the south side of the river with a small battalion of 
infantry, a company of artillery, and Major Nelson’s battalion of mounted Georgians, altogether about 
three hundred men, and moved down the north side of the river with the marines, a detachment of artil- 
lery, a battalion of Alabama volunteers, and a detachment of Indian warriors—in all about seven hundred 
men—for the purpose of clearing the country on both sides of every hostile band. 

The Tallahassee Indians are said to be in the neighborhood, Powell also. Two days will be employed 
in examining the swamps, when, if the enemy should not be found, I shall proceed down the river, unite 
with Lieutenant Colonel Foster, and then be governed by circumstances. If I should not hear of the 
enemy below, I shall return to Fort Armstrong, and immediately proceed against Micanopy and Jumper, 
who, I have good reasons to believe, are on the headwaters of the Ocklawaha. The campaign will be 
tedious, but I hope successful in the end. I am not, however, very sanguine; the difficulty is, not to fight 
the enemy, but to find him. I am unable to furnish returns at present of the force under my command. 
The difficulties in regard to transportation are such that every officer is obliged to carry several days’ 
rations in his haversack. 1 often carry subsistence sufficient for six days. The means of making correct 
returns are not, therefore, within the reach of any officer of this army. The blank returns to which you 
refer have not been received. 

I have the honor to be, sir, your obedient servant, 
THOMAS S. JESUP, Major General, Commanding. 

Brigadier General R. Jones, Adjutant General, Washington City. 





Heapnquarters Army oF THE Soutn, Camp Izard, January 17, 183°. 


Sir: The army under my command has swept the swamp of the Withlacoochee, on the north side, 
from Fort Armstrong, at Dade’s battle-ground, to this place; and a detachment under Lieutenant Colonel 
Foster moved down the south side to Fort Clinch. The result of our operations has been the capture of 
fifty-two negroes and three Indians, and the positive knowledge that there are no Indians on the river, 
except small parties who are flying through and hiding in the swamps, with no other means of subsist- 
ence than roots, palmetto cabbage, and occasionally indifferent beef. 

I moved down to Fort Clinch with the mounted men on the 15th, where I met Lieutenant Colonel 
Foster, and learning from a prisoner that the women and children with the aged and sick of the Tallahas- 
see and Ogechee Indians occupy a position in a swamp about thirty miles south of Fort Clinch, I detached 
Lieutenant Colonel Foster yeserday with about four hundred regular troops and Georgia volunteers 
and a hundred Indian warriors to attack and, if possible, capture them. 

Ihave to-day ordered Major McClintock to Fort Drane, with about eighty regular troops, to take the 
command of that post, and endeavor to drive off the small bands of Indians who infest that neighborhood. 
Powell is flying, it appears, with his family and a band of not more than three warriors. The prisoners 
now say that he has gone to Ocklawaha. 

I shall return immediately to Fort Armstrong, where I“shall send expeditions into the country 
between that post and Volusia; and I shall conduct an expedition myself against Micanopy, the principal 
chief of the Seminoles, on the head of the Ocklawaha. 


VOL. viI——104 e 
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A part of this army has be ‘en on the river actively engaged in examining its swamps and hammocks 
since the 17th of last month. They have constructed two forts, and erected bridges over beth branches 
of the Withlacoochee. 

I have the honor to be, sir, your obedient servant, 


THOMAS 8. JESU P, Major General, Commanding. 
Brigadier General R. Jones, Adjutant General, Washington City. 





[feapquarters Army or THE Sovtn, Fort Armstrong, January 19, 1837 


Sir: I have this moment arrived at this post in advance of the troops, having completely swept the 
swamps and hammocks of the Withlacoochee from the Fort King road to Fort Clinch; and I am positive 
that there are no parties of Indians exceeding ten warriors on the river or in its neighborhood. 

The prisoners represent Powell as flying from one hiding- pli ice to another, with only three warriors. 
I returned thither with a small escort to make arrangements, in anticipation of the arrival of the troops, 
to carry on an expedition against the Indians on the headwaters of the Ocklawaha. In that ¢ xpedition 
I had caleulated on the co-operation of the 6th regiment of infantry, and its aid will be necessary. Seven 
companies of the regiment have arrived; but Major Thompson, who commands, has received orders to-day 
to return to the Texas frontier. If he returns immediately, I must abandon the proposed expedition. 

I consider it of too much importance in its bearing upon the successful result of the campaign to be 
given up; and I, therefore, feel it to be my duty to retain the regiment until its place be supplied by other 
troops. 
I detached Lieutenant Colonel Foster, from Fort Clinch, with five hundred regular troops, Georgia 
volunters, and Indian warriors, against the Tallahassee and Ogechee Indians, who had fled from the 
Withlacoochee, and have established themselves in the swamps south of the mouth of the Withlacoochee; 
and, in consequence of information from Fort Drane, | was compelled to detach Major McClintock with 
the third artillery of that post. 

A small battalion of Alabama drafts have arrived at Tampa Bay, but I cannot use them for any 
military purpose in consequence of the measles prevailing among them. 

The dragoons, promised in a communication from the adjutant general, had not arrived when I last 
heard from the officer commanding at Garey’s Ferry, nor had the South Carolina drafts. 

The Indian warriors are sickly, and will leave the service on the last of this month, in order to make 
arrangements to arrive in Arkansas in time to plant corn for the next season. 

I have some reason to complain that orders should be published directing recruits in large numbers 
to join, when the men have not been enlisted. A wrong impression is thus produced upon the public 
mind; and where error has got the start, it is difficult for truth to overtake it. 

The service is a most arduous one in Florida, so much so that not a man whose term of service 
expires will re-enlist. 

I am happy to find that you have recommended a bounty in land to the soldiers; it should, in strict 
justice, be extended to the regimental and junior staff officers. 

With high consideration and respect, I have the honor to be, sir, your obedient servant, 


THOMAS 8S. JESUP, Major General, Commanding. 
Hon B. F. Butter, Secretary of War, Washington City. 


Herapquarters ARMY OF THE SovTH, 
Fort Armstrong, (near Dade’s battle-ground,) January 20, 1837. 

Str: I arrived here yesterday, with a small mounted corps and a few Indian warriors, from Fort 
Clinch; the marines and regular troops came in to-day. 

All the swamps and hammocks as far down as General Gaines’s battle-ground have been examined, 
with no other results than the breaking up of a negro settlement in the Pano Saufkee swamp, and the 
capture of fifty-two negroes and three Indians. 

Powell was in the swamp with the negroes, but escaped, (the prisoners say,) attended by only three 
warriors. The Indians are represented as flying in small parties from swamp to swamp, almost naked. 
A part of them were represented by a prisoner to have taken refuge in a large swamp south of the mouth 
of the Withlacoochee. I have detached Lieutenant Colonel Foster to attack or capture them. 

I came to this place to prepare for an expedition against the Indians on the head of the Ocklawaha, 
but on my arrival I found that Major Thompson had been ordered to return with the 6th regiment to 
Louisiana. I was reduced to the disagreeable alternative of giving up the expedition or retaining the 
6th for a few days. The interests of the service, in my judgment, required the latter course. 

I think the service will not occupy more than ten or fifteen days, when I shall direct Major Thompson 
to proceed to his former station. 

From the small force under my command, I have to hold the interior of this country, protect the 
trains on long routes, and furnish garrisons for numerous posts. The service has been so severe that the 
sick are increasing in an alarming manner. 

I send you a morning report of the Alabama retin battalion, by which you will observe that nearly 
a third of the whole force are sick, and the regular force is rapidly diminishing by discharges and sick- 
ness. About one-half of the warriors of the Indian regiment are sick or convalescent, and ‘that corps is 
so completely broken down by the severe service it has performed as to be entirely ineflicient. 

The chiefs insist on returning to Alabama at the end of this month to make arrangements for the 
removal of themselves and people to Arkansas. 

They will have barely time to reach their new homes in time to plant their corn. 

I am, sir, respectfully, your obedient servant, 


THOMAS S. JESUP, Major General, Commanding. 
Brigadier General R. Jones, Adjutant General, Washington City. 
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Hrapguarters Army OF THE Sovrn, 
Fort Armstrong, January 21, 1837, half-past 9 o'clock p. m. 

Sir: An Indian runner has this moment come in from Lieutenant Colonel Foster’s command with 
intelligence of the troops having overtaken a party of hostile Indians and negroes, of which they killed 
two and captured eleven Indians and nine negroes; the remainder escaped. The Indians are represented 
as desirous of peace, and I have directed Lieutenant Colonel Foster to send one of the prisoners to invite 
them to come in. 

I march to-morrow morning at sunrise to the head of the Ocklawaha 

I have the honor to be, sir, your obedient servant, 
THOMAS 8S. JESUP, Major General, Commanding. 

Brigadier General R. Jones, Adjutant General, Washington City. 





Hrapquarters Army or THE Sovtu, Fort Armstrong, January 21, 1837. 

Sir: I have this moment received, by express from Fort Drane, your letter of the 4th instant. I shall 
find Volusia a valuable depot in my operations on the St. John’s and the Ocklawaha, to the swamps of 
which rivers all accounts concur that the enemy have retired. The troops have been actively employed, 
but we have accomplished little, except obtaining a knowledge of the country and establishing a line of 
posts to command it. 

I march at sunrise to-morrow morning for Hapapka, near the head of the Ocklawaha, where Micanopy, 
Jumper, Alligator, and other chiefs, are said to have concentrated their forces. If we can bring them to 
action, the war may be soon terminated; but the danger is they will disperse, as the Indians on the With- 
Jacoochee have done. 

The prisoners say that some division exists in the councils of the chiefs, and that many of them are 
tired of the war. After showing them that we are able to follow them to their most secure retreats, I 
will endeavor to open a communication with them and offer them peace. 

I have ordered Lieutenant Colonel Fanning to move up the St. John’s to Topekaliga with the forces 
under his command, and as large supplies of subsistence and forage as he can transport, to attack the 
chief Philip and to co-operate with me. 

Lieutenant Colonel Foster is in pursuit of the Tallahassees and Ogechees, south of the Withlacoochee, 
and Major McClintock has been ordered to Fort Drane, to secure that depot and drive the Indians from 
the adjacent country. 

Two companies of dragoons will be employed in clearing the country between the St. John’s and 
the Suwanee, and General Hernandez is charged with the defence of the country east of the St. John’s. 

Most respectfully, your obedient servant, 
THOMAS S. JESUP, Major General, Commanding. 


Hon. B. F. Burier, Secretary of War, Washington City. 





HWerapqvarrers Army oF THE Sovutu, Fort Arinstrong, February T, 1837. 
bf J? , 


Sir: I returned last night from an expedition to the head of the Coloosahatchee, about seventy miles 
southeast of this place, having left the army about thirty miles back. 

The expedition has been so far successful that we came up with the enemy on the 27th ultimo, and 
the advance, under Colonel Henderson, attacked and beat them near the Hatcheeluskee. This led to a 
conference with the hostile chiefs, Jumper, Alligator, and Abraham, who have agreed to meet me, with 
the other chiefs of the nation, on the 18th instant, to discuss the terms of a peace, or rather to inform 
me whether they will accept the terms which I have offered. 

I have required a strict observance of the terms of the treaty, and have demanded immediate emigra- 
tion as an indispensable condition. 

There would be no difficulty in making peace and giving immediate security to the country if it were 
not for that condition; but the chiefs say that their people cannot live in the country assigned to them 
in consequence of the coldness of the climate. They are here below the 28th degree of north latitude, 
and will there be above the 34th. The negroes, too, who rule the Indians, are all averse to removing to 
so cold a climate. 

Seven companies of the 6th infantry having arrived, I assumed the responsibility of taking them 
into the field; without them I could not have executed my plan, which has resulted so favorably. To 
send any troops out of the country at the present crisis would jeopardize all we have gained. I therefore 
feel it to be my imperious duty to retain them till the result of the conference with the hostile chiefs, to 
take place on the 18th, shall be known. 

Should that conference result as we hope it may, all the troops in Florida will then be disposable for 
service elsewhere. : 

I hope that you and the President may approve the measure; and I am, sir, most respectfully, your 
obedient servant, 

THOMAS S. JESUP, Major General, Commanding. 

Hon. B. F. Butter, Secretary of War, Washington City. 





Hrapguarters Ary oF THE Soutn, Fort Armstrong, February 7, 1837. 

Str: I have the honor to report, for the information of the Secretary of War and the general-in-chief, 
that the main body of the army under my command was put in motion on the 22d ultimo, to attack 
the Indians and negroes in the strongholds which they were said to occupy on the headwaters of the 
Ocklawaha. 








828 MILITARY AFFAIRS. [No. 760. 








On the 23d Lieutenant Colonel Cawlfield was detached with his battalion of mounted Alabama 
volunteers, Captain Harris’s company of marines, and Major Morris’s Indian warriors, accompanied by my 
aid, Lieutenant Chambers, to attack Osuchee, (Cooper,) a chief of some note, who was reported to have 
a large Indian force under his command in a swamp on the borders of Hapapka lake. The chief was 

surprised, himself and three warriors ee, and nine Indians (women and children) and eight negroes 
captured, One of our Indian warriors was mortally wounded, and died on the 26th. 

It was ascertained from the pct rs that the principal Indian and negro force had retired from the 
Ocklawaha, in a southeasterly direction, towards the head of the Coloosahatchee. Pursuit was imme- 
diately commenced, with no other guide than the track of their ponies and cattle. 

The Thlawhatkee, (White mountains,) an elevated range of hills not mentioned by any geographer, 
nor described in any account of Florida which I have seen, was passed on the 24th. The ascent in many 
places was so difficult as to render drag-ropes and heavy details of men necessary to take the baggage- 
wagons over the heights. 

On approaching the Thla-pace-hatchee, on the morning of the 27th, the herds of cattle feeding on the 
prairies and the numerous recent trails in various directions indicated the presence of the enemy. The 
army was halted, and scouts sent out on different trails to obtain information. 

Colonel Henderson, with Lieutenant Colonel Cawlfield’s battalion, Captain Harris’s mounted marines, 
and Major Morris’s Indian warriors, accompanied by my aid, Lieutenant Chambers, was detached to make 
a reconnoissance of the country in advance, with orders to attack the enemy if he should find them and 
deem his command sufficient, and report by express their force and position. 

The enemy was found on the Hatcheeluskee, in and near the “ Great Cypress swamp,” and promptly 
and gallantly attacked. Lieutenant Chambers, with Price’s company of Alabama volunteers, by a rapid 
charge, succeeded in capturing the horses and baggage of the enemy, with twenty-five Indians and 
negroes, principally women and children; the men havi ing all fled into the swamp. 

Colonel Henderson, leaving one company with the prisoners and horses, entered the swamp with the 
remainder of his command, drove the enemy across the Hatcheeluskee, passed that river under their fire, 
and drove them into a more dense and difficult swamp, where they dispersed. 

The messenger first sent to report to me was killed; a second was more fortunate. The parties 
detached on other trails were called in; and Lieutenant Colonel Freeman, with a small force of pioneers 
and artillery, being charged with the defence of the camp, the disposable force of Brigadier General 
Armistead’s brigade, and Major Graham’s infantry, and Tustenuggee Hajo’s Indian warriors, was moved 
forward to support Colonel Henderson. When the troops reached the point where the colonel had entered 
the swamp it was ascertained that he was in rapid pursuit of the ciiemy, and was believed to be fully able 
to manage the force opposed to him. 

The Indian scouts at this moment reported a large hostile force about two miles to our right. Major 
Whiting’s battalion was left as a reserve, and the 6th infantry, with Major Graham’s company of the 4th 
and a small party of Indian warriors, was moved to the point indicated. The swamps and hammocks were 
entered and passed by the troops perfect order; and the advance, under Major Graham, found a large 
Indian encampment, with fires burning and provisions cooking; the enemy having fled to the surrounding 
swamps. 

As night was approaching, pursuit was impossible, and the troops returned to camp, where they 
arrived about nine o’clock. Colonel Henderson’s returned after ten. 

On the morning of the 28tha prisoner was sent to Jumper and the other hostile chiefs with an offer 
of peace, on a strict fulfilment by them of the terms of the treaty; and the army moved forward and 
occupied a strong position on the Toho-peeka-liga lake, within a few miles of the point at which the Cypress 
wamp approaches it, where several hundred head of cattle were obtained. 

The prisoners returned on the night of the 29th, with pacific messages from Alligator and Abraham. 

Abraham visited me on the 3lst. He returned and brought Jumper and Alligator, with two sub- 
chiefs, (one a nephew of Micanopy,) on the 3d instant. These chiefs entered into an arrangement to meet 
me at Fort Dade, with the other chiefs of the nation, on the 18th instant, and promised to send out runners 
and cause hostilities to be suspended until the conference shall have taken place. 

I shall employ the intermediate time in preparations for the most vigorous prosecution of the war; 
and, from the information I have from prisoners, I shall probably be ab le to follow the enemy into their 
most hidden retreats, should they reject the terms offered to them. 

The army commenced its return march on the morning of the 4th. I left it yesterday about thirty 

miles back, and came in last evening. It arrived to-day in good health and fine spirits. Colonel Hender- 
son’s report, a copy of which is enclosed, wiil give you more detailed information of the battle of the 
Hatcheeluskee than I have been able to embody in this report. I unite with the colonel in the request 
that the officers whom he has named may be rewarded by the distinguished approkation of the government; 
and I ask, as an act of justice, that the same distinguished approbation be extended to the gallant colonel 
himself. - 
Though but a small part of the force had the good fortune to engage the enemy in battle, all, without 
a single exception, have performed their duties in the most satisfactory manner. They have opened a road 
near seventy miles into the interior of the enemy’s country, and to the immediate vicinity of his strongest 
holds, where the white man had perhaps never been before; and by their patient, cheerful, and persever- 
ing labors, have contributed as much probably to their discomfiture as would have been effected by a 
general and decisive battle. 

To Brigadier rey ‘ral Armistead, Lieutenant Colonel Cawlfield, Major Thompson, Major Whiting, and 
Major Morris, and to Colonel Henderson, Lieutenant Colonel Freeman, Major Kirby, and Major Graham, 
as well as to the officers and soldiers of their respective commands, I am under the greatest obligatious 
for the prompt and efficient support which they have, on all oceasions, given to me during the expedition. 

Lieutenant Colonels Stanton and Brown, of the Adjutant General’s department; Captain Crossman, 
quartermaster; Lieutenant Searle, principal ¢ sommissary ; Doctor Kearney, medical director; Captain Tomp- 
kins, ordnance officer, and ny aides, Lieutenants Chambers and Linnard, merit my warmest commendation 
for the efficiency, ability, and zeal with which the y have performed their duties. 

Every department and every individual has fulfilled my utmost expectations, and nothing necessary 
to be done has been left undone. 

As an act of justice to all my predecessors in command, I consider it my duty to say that the diffi- 
culties attending military ope rations in this ¢ ountry can be properly appreciated only by those acquainted 
with them. Ihave had advantages which neither of them possessed, in better preparations and: more 
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abundant supplies, and I found it impossible to operate with any prospect of success until I had established 
a line of depots across the country. 

This is a service that no man would seek with any other view than the mere performance of his duty. 
Distinction or increase of reputation is out of the question; and the difficulties are such that the best con- 
certed plans may result in absolute failure, and the best established reputation be lost without a fault. 

If I have at any time said aught in disparagement of the operations of others in Florida, either ver- 
bally or in writing, officially or unofficially, knowing the country as I now know it, I consider myself 
bound, as a man of honor, solemnly to retract it. 

I have the honor to be, sir, your obedient servant, 
THOMAS S. JESUP, Major General, Commanding. 


Brigadier General R. Jones, Adjwant General, Washington City. 


ITzapquarters Army oF THE Soutn, Hatcheeluskee, January 28, 1837. 


GeneraL: Under your directions, I left the main army on the morning of the 27th, with the mounted 
Alabama volunteers, under Lieutenant Colonel Cawlfield, and the company of mounted marines, under 
Captain Harris, and proceeded, accompanied by your aide, Lieutenant Chambers, on a southerly trail. 
Orders were left for Major Morris, with his command, to follow as rapidly as possible. 

Soon after we left your position, a large number of cattle were collected and sent in under charge of 
portions of two companies of the Alabama volunteers. You were present, however, when this detach- 
ment was made. 

The troops under my command then pursued the trail for about a mile, when we came to two 
diverging trails—one taking a southeasterly course, and the other more to the eastward. On these two 
trails the signs were the most recent, and Lieutenant Chambers, with a few men, proceeded to trace out 
one of them, while the rest of the troops, joined here by Major Morris, pursued the other. We had pro- 
ceeded but a small distance when a volunteer, sent by Lieutenant Chambers, brought information that 
fresh signs of women’s and children’s tracks were discovered, and requested a company to be sent to 
him. Captain Price’s company of volunteers was ordered accordingly. 

About a mile in advance a negro man was captured at a fire. He informed us that a large number 
of negroes were in advance, and from forty to fifty Indians, with Abraham, were in our rear. He stated 
that he had left the latter body since sunrise in the morning. 

The determination was promptly made to retrace our steps and attack the Indians. Just as we were 
about to march, one of the volunteers came up and gave information that Lieutenant Chambers had over- 
taken a considerable force of Indians and negroes. 

An order was given to proceed to his support, and a rapid movement made for that purpose. When 
we came up with him he was in possession of two Indian women and three children, besides a body of 
negroes taken by the volunteers in the adjoining pine woods. He had also in his possession over a hun- 
dred ponies, a large quantity of plunder packed on them, as well as several stand of arms. The main 
body of the enemy escaped in the swamp, and Major Morris was ordered with his command to pursue and 
bring them in. He entered the swamp in accordance with the order. 

The remaining troops were then ordered to form to pursue the Indian force in our rear, and were 
ready to march when a firing commenced in the swamp. 

Lieutenant Searle reached us here, under your orders, to obtain information of our position and move- 
ments. When the firing commenced, and the order was given to move in support of Major Morris, he 
sent a messenger to you, and bravely joined the troops in entering the swamp. 

About half-past eleven the marines, preceded by the officers, entered the swamp, and were imme- 
diately followed by the Alabama volunteers. Four or five hundred yards after entering the swamp we 
arrived at a deep stream, from twenty to twenty-five yards wide, and found Major Morris’s battalion 
engaged with the enemy across it. <A tree had been felled from each side, and formed the only way of 
passing it. 

The troops, as they came up, were ordered to extend to the right and left, and by a cross fire to dis- 
lodge the enemy. Their fire soon slackened, and an order was given to cross the stream; when Captain 
Morris (major of the first Indian battalion) gallantly advanced on the log, followed by Lieutenant Cham- 
bers, Lieutenant Searle, and Captain Harris, Lieutenant Lee (captain of the Indian battalion) swam the 
stream at this time, and joined the officers on the other side. 1 attempted to cross in this way, but had 
to return to the log, and crossed there. At this stream Private Wright, of the marines, was killed, and 
Sergeant Cunningham and Privates Sullivan and Foley wounded, but not dangerously. 

Just as I was crossing, an officer was sent from Lieutenant Colonel Cawlfield, on our right, for orders. 
He was directed to cross as rapidly as he could with his men, after the regulars and Indians had passed 
over. 
We were promptly joined by the marines, Morris’s artillery, and some friendly Indians, and pursued 
the enemy as rapidly as the deep swamp and their mode of warfare admitted. 

Another fire from them was received further in advance, and their trail from the swamp was followed 
through an open pine woods, and traced till it again entered the swamp, three-quarters of a mile from the 
place it came out. We were here joined by Lieutenant Colonel Cawlfield with his men, who had been 
delayed in crossing the stream. The swamp was again entered, deeper and more difficult to pass than 
it had been, The friendly Indians were directed to enter on each flank, while the regulars and volun- 
teers advanced in the centre. The regulars were ordered to lead the march. 

After advancing about half a mile the enemy again fired on us, but retreated on the advance of the 
troops. At this place Private Peterson, of the marines, was killed, and Corporal Stevens severely but not 
dangerously wounded. On a further advance into the swamp a few more guns were fired by the enemy, 
who retreated as the troops followed them. 

Soon after this last fire a negro man and woman, with a child, were taken, and an order was given 
for the return of the troops after 4 o’clock. 

The wife and child of the negro man were kept, and he was sent to the enemy to induce them to 
come in, as they had lost all their clothing, blankets, and other property. 

The troops then returned to the position occupied by Major Whiting, and remained there till joined 
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by Lieutenant Colonel Cawlfield, who had remained in the open woods for one of his companies which had 


He joined, some time after dark, with another negro prisoner, taken by his 


not come out of the swamp. 
camp of the main army at 10 


company. The troops then took up the line of march, and reached the 


o'clock at night. 
Captain Howle, acting assistant adjutant general, was reported by the surgeon too unwell to accom- 
sed the troops on this expedition, and was not informed of my intention to take command. He and 
Captain Crossman, however, entered the swamp with an expectation of taking part in the operations, but 


were not fortunate e ough to join till the attacks were over. Such an effort is a sufficient evidence of 


what their conduct would have been had the *y succeeded in reaching us sooner 
The loss on the part of the enemy in the several attacks could not be ascerti ined, as the troops made 
no halt in the pursuit, and returned after dark. One Indian, however, and two negroes, were seen by the 


troops dead. 
The result of this day’s operations was the capture of two Indian women and three children, and 


twenty-three negroes, (young and old,) over a hundred ponies, with packs on about fifty of them. All 
their clothing, blanke ‘ts, and other baggage, was abandoned by the enemy, and either taken or destroyed 
by us. 

In concluding this report, 1 
executed every duty assigned it with great promptness and firmness. 

A portion of the frie ndly Indians, also, who came under my eye, conducted themselves with great 


it gives ne pleasure to state that Lieutenant ¢ ‘olonel Cawlfield’s command 


bravery. 
The regular troops, both artillery and marines, displayed great bravery, and the most untiring and 


cannot refrain from mentioning in a particular 


determined perseverance. The marines, however, I 
comment from me 


manner. The killed and wounded show where they were, and render any further 


unnecessary. 
Lieutenant Whitney, of Captain Harris’s company, and Lieutenant Brent, of Captain Morris’s, were 


with their companies, and shared in the dangers and fatigues of the day in such a manner as to reflect 
credit on them. 

I would recommend to the particular notice of yourself and the government the five officers who first 
crossed the stream, and who, in the pursuit, constantly led the van. It would be as gratifying to me as 


it would be just to them that some marks of distinction be bestowed where such gallantry has been. 


displayed. 
I remain, general, with great respect, your obedient servant, 
ARCH’D HENDERSON, Colonel, Commanding 2d Brigade Army of the South. 


Major General Tuomas 8. Jestr, Commanding Army of the South, Hatcheeluskee, Florida. 


Fort Dane, February 17, 18387. 


Sir: Since my report by Lieutenant Colonel Stanton, on the 7th instant, detailing the operations of 
the division of the army under my immediate command, in the expedition to the head of the Coloosa- 
hatchee, I have received a report from Lieutenant Colonel Fanning, with a copy of one made direct to 
you, of a handsome affair between the force under his command and the hostile Indians, on the 8th instant, 
at the head of Lake Monroe. The conduct of both officers and soldiers deserves the highest praise, and 
I hope both may receive the reward due to gallantry and good conduct. 

I send an extract from the report to me. 

The enemy were evidently in great force, and as the battle took place not more than fifty or sixty 
miles from the point on tie Hate hecluske ‘e, Where the advance of my division fought, I am apprehensive 
they were re-enforced by a part of the warriors opposed to me. If so, the Indians may not meet me to- 
morrow, agreeably to their promise. I shall not, however, regret having afforded them the opportunity 
to come in, as every claim of humanity will thus have been satisfied; and if we have to recommence the 
war, we shall have nothing with which to reproach ourselves with regard to these unfortunate but 
ferocious people. I had, previously to marching to the Coloosahatchee, directed Lieutenant Colonel 
Foster to resume offensive operations against the Indians on the Gulf south of the Withlacoochee. Com- 
modore Dallas detached a small force, under Lieutenant Johnson, to co-operate with him. The combined 
force ascended and descended several rivers not previously known to us, and explored several extensive 
swamps and hammocks. They destroyed eight Indian villages and a qui antity of Indian property; and 
on the 9th instant Captain Allen, of the 4th infantry, fell in with a superior force of the enemy on the 
Wee-wa-ki-e-wa, attacked, routed, and dispersed them in the most gallant manner. Captain Allen, as 
well as the officers and soldiers under his command, behaved with great gallantry and deserve every 
commendation. Allow me to claim for them the attention of the government. Lieutenant Johnson, of 
the navy, with the officers and men of his command, are entitled to great credit for their persevering and 
prompt attention to the duties with which they were charged. That excellent officer was ready to sup- 
port Captain Allen, and would have joined him had the action continued. 

Lieutenant Colonel Foster conducted the operations confided to him in the best manner; and Major 
Nelson, with his battalion of Georgia volunteers, executed with energy and promptitude every duty 
They, with the officers and soldiers under their command, are entitled to all praise. 


assigned to him 
tast report, with a copy of Captain Allen’s report to 


I enclose a copy of Lieutenant Colonel Foster’s 
him. 
Lieutenant Hunter, of the navy, with his characteristic energy and enterprise, succeeded in ascend- 
ing the Withlacoochee about ninety miles; more than seventy in a small steamboat, and the remainder of 
the distance in a barge constructed for the purpose. 

His voyage has demonstrated that the river cannot be used for any valuable purpose in our opera- 
tions in this country. The difficulties of navigation are such as could be removed only in time of peace, 
and the expense of much time and great labor. 

So arduous and unremitted have been the labors of this army, and so rapid and constant its marches, 
that men and horses are broken down. The mounted men, to perform efficient service, should be 


remounted, and great additions must be made to the train if hostilities should recommence. 
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The entire absence of all means, except those brought into the country, renders it difficult to remain 
many days in succession in the field. The Indians cannot be pursued without mounted men, and to sup- 
port their horses in the interior is almost impossible. 

I have the honor to be, sir, your obedient servant, 
THOMAS §S. JESUP. 

Brigadier General R. Jones, Adjutant General, Washington City. 


{Extract.] 


Forr Cat, February 12, 1837 

Gexerat: On the 29th ultimo I was at the head of Lake Monroe, with ample supplies for your army. 
On the 8th instant the enemy attacked us in great force. 

He was repulsed, and did not show himself afterwards. On the 9th instant I received your orders 
to retire upon this place. I could have been here on the 10th, but deferred the retrograde motion until 
this morning, not willing the enemy should think we retired in consequence of the contest with him. 

I herewith forward a copy of my official report to the adjutant general; also a copy of an order read 
at the grave of the late Captain Mellon, and which I trust you will approve. ” . ” 

I have the honor to be, general, with great respect, your most obedient servant, 
A. C. W. FANNING, Major 4th Artillery, Brev. Lieut. Colonel. 


Maj. Gen. Tuomas §. Jesur, Commanding Army in Florida, Fort Armstrong. 


* 





Fort Dave, February 15, 18387. 


Str: Upon my reception of your letter of the 8th instant, I wrote you that operations should cease 
in the left wing of the army of the south, and that Nelson’s horse should be sent to Fort Drane. Neither 
of these things has occurred at the time as I then intended. 

I send you Orders Nos 9 and 10. The movements directed in these orders took place on the 8th 
instant. I immediately countermanded them, and ordered the troops to camp, on the reception of your 
letter of the 8th instant; but their return could not be effected until, in the case of Nelson, two o’clock 
in the afternoon of the 10th instant; and in the case of Captain Allen, at eight o’clock in the evening of 
the same day. 

The combined operations directed in the orders referred to, although not perfectly successful, yet 
produced a greater knowledge of the country, and brought about, between three and four o’clock of the 
afternoon of the 9th instant, a very gallant little affair at the extremity of an Indian village on the 

Viwakiakki, or Clear river, between Captain Allen and 40 men of the 4th infantry, and about 50 warriors; 
in which the Indians were beaten, and driven from a mile to a mile and a half upon the run, the officers 
and men constantly pressing on them, cheering and firing as they advanced, stopped by nothing. Rivers, 
creeks, lagoons, and swamps were rapidly waded by these brave men, who neither counted the numbers 
of the enemy, the depth of the streams, nor halted an instant in their determined purpose until night 
came on, when they were obliged to desist. 

Towards the close of the affair, Sergeant Clendenning, a soldier of twenty years’ standing in the 4th 
infantry, fell. His comrades bore his body to the boats, and rowed them to the steamboat American, a dis- 
tance of ten miles. A coffin was made at Fort Clinch, and he was buried on an island at the mouth of 
the Withlacoochee. Such is often the death, and such should always be the funeral, of a soldier. 

Lieutenant Johnson, of the navy, (who was placed under my orders by the soldierly feeling and 
correct judgment of Commodore Dallas, at my first suggestion,) and his command, who were on the river in 
boats, the moment they heard the first firing hastened up to the scene of action, with all that promptitude 
which ever characterizes brave and tried soldiers. The commanding officer takes a pride in naming to 
you, general, the gentlemen who compose this entire command: Captain Allen, of the 4th infantry, com- 
manded; he was assisted in the battle by Dr. Parsons, of the navy, Midshipman Watkins, and Mr. Bayly, 
a gallant and disinterested volunteer from the State of Maine. With Lieutenant Johnson were Passed 
Midshipman Borden and Midshipman Boudinot. 

Licutenant Hunter, of the navy, who deserves great credit for his late persevering and arduous trip 
up the Withlacoochee, in the steamer Crowell, also rémained, at my request, at the mouth of the river 
(anxious and willing to participate in my operations) until the cessation of hostilities took place, when 
he passed into Tampa Bay. To all these brave soldiers, both officers and men, I have given ail I have in 
my power to offer—my sincere and hearty thanks. 

I regret to say, general, that Nelson’s horse are unfit for immediate service. I was compelled to leave 
with Major Wilson, at the position selected by me for artillery and infantry of my command, 19 horses 
and 21 men; 13 more men are dismounted. One hundred and nine mounted men compose Major Nelson’s 
command, With hay and oats, they would soon be able to take the field. By easy marches, and without 
injury to them, I have brought them here, where they can go to Fort Drane, should things take an unfa- 
vorable turn, after the 18th instant, or immediately, as you may wish. They are now a few miles further 
from Fort Drane than when at my camp in the vicinity of Fort Clinch; but the fine corn here will more 
than compensate this, (the corn at Fort Clinch being bad,) and if hostilities recommence, I can return as 
soon as an express would reach the position of my command from this place. 

Hoping that all my acts may mect your approval, I am, general, with the highest consideration 
and respect, your obedient servant, 

W. S. FOSTER, Lieut. Colonel, Com’g south wing of Army of the South. 

Major General Tuomas S. Jesup, Commanding, dc. 


P. S.—Thirty-two cattle captured on our last march. 








832 MILITARY AFFAIRS. [No. 760. 





Mourn or tak Wirntacoocuer, February 10, 1837. 


CotoneL: In obedience to your instructions, I proceeded with my company on board of the United 
States steamer America, commanded by Lieutenant Johnson, of the navy. The boat got under way early 
yesterday morning, and grounded. After using every exertion to get her off, we e found it impracticable, 
and accordingly embarked in Mackinac boats, and proceeded about twelve miles down the co: ist, Whence 
we entered the Crystal river, and ascended it to a point about ten miles, where we discovered a fresh 
trail, and oysters which had been recently taken out of the river by the Indians. This point, or shell- 
bank, was surmounted by an oak tree, which was worn smooth by the Indians in ascending for the pur- 
pose of reconnoitring. 

I left the boats at this point, taking with me forty men, Lieutenant Johnson proceeded up the river 
with the boats. After a short distance, I entered an Indian camp which had been hastily and recently 
abandoned. All their cooking utensils, camp equipage, &c., were left in the camp. Large quantities of 
the compta root, cabbage tree, and its berries, were found here, besides skins of cattle, deer, and bears. 
The bayous and rivers afford oysters and fish in abundance; and I hesitate not to assert that man may 
here subsist from resources that are inexhaustible. Leaving this camp, about one-quarter of a mile dis- 
tant we entered upon another, the most extensive I have seen in Florida, and, from the number of huts, I 
think it must have contained two or three hundred. Whilst we were examining this camp, Indians were 
discovered at the upper end. We immediately attacked them, and drove them about two miles through 
several small hammocks and across two or three bayous or estuaries of the sea, where we were arrested 
by deep water and a dense hammock upon the opposite side. I here ordered a halt, to bring up my rear. 

Having found a narrow strip of land over which we could pass, a charge was again sounded, and 
rapidly executed under a heavy fire from the enemy, who forthwith retreated and dispersed ; and I regret 
to state that Sergeant Clendenning was killed at this juncture. 

Lieutenant Johnson, of the n: wy, upon hearing the firing, promptly joined me near this hammock 
with all the force that could be spare -d from the boats. Night coming on, the Indians could not be pursued 
any further. We retired to our boats with the body of the sergeant, and, descending the river some dis- 
tance, encamped for the night. 

Midshipman Watkins and Mr. Bayly, who volunteered his services, fought bravely throughout the 
whole affair. 

I am, sir, respectfully, your obedient servant, 
G. W. ALLEN, Captain Fourth Infantry. 
Colonel W. S. Foster, Commanding Fourth Infantry. 


IIranquarters, Fort Dade, February 17, 1837. 


Sir: I had the honor to receive last eh your letter of the 4th ultimo, with a copy of the President’s 
message and the documents accompanying it, for which acce pt my ac knowledgme nts. 

I am waiting most anxiously the be et of the hostile chiefs. The attack on Lieutenant Colonel 
Fanning has caused ine to doubt their since rity even more than before ; for, although I consider myself 
bound to allow them an opportunity to come in, I place but little reliance on their professions. There 
would be no difficulty in making peace if they were allowed to remain in the country even as citizens, or 
individuals subjected to our laws ; but many of them prefer death to removal. In all the numerous 
battles and skirmishes that have taken place, not a single first-rate warrior has been captured, and only 
two Indian men have surrendered. 

The warriors have fought as long as they had life, and such seems to me to be the determination of 
those who influence their councils—I mean the leading negroes. To-morrow, however, will determine the 
question as to their sincerity. Should they refuse the terms which I have offered, the war must recom- 
mence, and there will be little prospect of closing it during the present season. 

If I were as well acquainted with the country as the hostile chiefs are, I would undertake to defend 
it with five hundred men against as many thousand. My last march, as well as the operations of Lieu- 
tenant Colonels Foster and Fanning, has demonstrated that we can pursue the enemy into their strongest 
holds, but we cannot remain there a sufficient length of time to produce any lasting effect upon thei. 

We may conquer them in time, and may destroy them, it is true ; but the war will be a most haras- 
sing one, and will retard the settlement and improvement of this country for many years to come. I 
am not disposed to overrate the difficulties which surround me ; but, in communicating with you, it would 
be criminal to underrate them. The force I have is as large as could well be supplied, and as large, perhaps, 
as is necessary to carry on operations in any part of this country. I consider it amply sufficient to beat 
the whole force of the enemy if they were concentrated ; but the enemy will not concentrate. 

To enable you to judge of the difficulties of carrying on operations here, I beg of you to examine the 
map, and observe the dispersed state of the troops and the ene iny. On the 2ith ultimo the advance of 
my division fought on the Hatcheeluskee, seventy miles southeast of this place, at the head of the Coloo- 
sahatchee. On the 8th instant Colonel Fanning fought at the head of Lake Monroe, perhaps sixty miles 
northeast of my battle-ground. On the 9th, Captain Allen fought a party of the enemy near the Gulf, at 
least seventy miles west of this place ; and I have been compelled to detach a part of the dragoons to 
Newnansville, a hundred miles to the northwest, and another portion of that corps to operate against the 
Indians on Orange lake, fifty or sixty miles northeast of us. General Hernandez is to operate on the 
eastern side of the peninsula, from St. Augustine south. Thus it will be seen that the forces composing 
this army are divided into six different corps, covering an extent of country at least a hundred and fifty 
miles square, 

The posts necessary to be kept up are Fort Brooke, Fort Foster, Fort Dade, Fort Armstrong, Fort 
Drane, Fort Winder, Fort Harlee, and Fort Heileman, on a line or road from the former to the latter 
inclusive, a distance of one hundred and eighty miles ; another post is necessarily kept up near the 
mouth of the Withlaccochee, one at Volusia, one at St. Augustine, and one at Picolata ; besides numerous 
other small posts which are absolutely necessary to cover the country and protect the inhabitants. 

With such numerous posts and detachments, it will reé idily be seen that a large force cannot be 
employed in any single operation. 
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If the war should recommence, I shall break up some of the posts, in order to take their garrisons 
into the field 

February 18.—Abraham has just come in with a flag, accompanied by a nephew of the Indian chief 
Cloud, and a negro chief. 

He repeats that Jumper, Holatuchee, Alligator, and others, are on the way, and will probably arrive 
to-morrow. Iam yet doubtful of the result. 

I have the honor to be, sir, your obedient servant, 
THOMAS S&S. JESUP. 
Hon. B. F. Butter, Secretary of War, Washington City. 


Heapquarters Army oF THE Soutn, Fort Dade, February 20, 1837. 


Sir: The Indian chiefs were to have met me on the 18th, but they have not yet arrived. They have 
sent two of the sub-chiefs, with several Indians and Indian negroes, to inform me of the cause of their 
delay. The message is not satisfactory, but the Indians are slowly coming in. To be able to take the 
field promptly, if they should deceive me, I shall require at least four hundred horses. I have had scarcely 
any, except the broken-down horses of the Tennesseeans and the broken-down trains of Governor Call’s 
army; and the consumption of horses by this service exceeds anything I have ever witnessed before. 

To reach Micanopy, I must have mounted men; and so severe has been the service which I have ex- 
acted of the mounted volunteers, that they have not among them a hundred horses fit for immediate ser- 
vice. I shall be under the necessity of ordering a purchase; and for that purpose must send an officer to 
Savannah. If peace should be made, the horses will probably sell for nearly their original cost; if it 
should not be made, I shall gain time by making the purchase immediately. 

By the most extraordinary and unremitted exertions of the quartermaster’s and commissary’s depart- 
ments I have kept this army in the interior of the country, engaged in the most active operations, since 
December 17, and I shall keep it in the interior so long as there is a hostile warrior in the field. 

I have the honor to be, sir, your obedient servant, 
THOMAS 8S. JESUP, Major General, Commanding. 

Hon. B. F. Butter, Secretary of War, Washington City. 


Fort Dave, February 22, 1837, 4 p. m. 

Sir: Alligator and Cloud (who commanded at Wahoo) have just arrived, and report that Holah- 
Touchee, second chief of the nation, will be here to-night. Jumper and Micanopy have not come. Iam 
not yet sanguine as to the result, but hope that all may go as we desire. 

I have the honor to be, sir, your obedient servant, 
THOMAS 8. JESUP. 

Hon. B. F. Butier, Secretary of War, Washington City. 


Heapquarters Army oF THE Soutu, Fort Dade, February 25, 1837. 

Sir: 1 have the honor to report that a portion of the hostile Indian chiefs, with a number of warriors, 
red and black, visited me at this place, in accordance with an arrangement made with Jumper, Alligator, 
and Abraham, on the 4th instant, at the head of the Coloosahatchee. 

Neither Jumper nor Micanopy came in; but Ho-lo-ah Toochee, second chief of the nation, and brother 
of Micanopy, attended as the representative of his brother and of the nation. 

Ho-lo-ah Toochee informed me that runners had been sent to call in all the chiefs and warriors to 
meet me on the 18th instant, but that the Indians were so widely dispersed that the information could 
not be sent to all in time. He declared that the Indians were all desirous of peace, but he could not say 
whether they would consent to emigrate. Micanopy requested him to say that the troops had driven him 
into a “bad swamp,” from the good land on which he had formerly lived, and he desired to be allowed to 
remain there. I informed Ho-lo-ah Toochee that emigration was an indispensable condition of peace. 
He said Micanopy had not instructed him on that point. I informed him that I could enter into 
arrangements for peace with no one but Micanopy himself; that I expected him here, and, if he desired 
peace, he must come; but he, as well as all the other chiefs and warriors, must distinctly understand that 
there could be no peace without emigration. Ho-lo-ah Toochee undertook to communicate with his brother, 
and Alligator with Jumper, and they engaged that both those chiefs should visit me on the 4th of March. 

Twelve hostages have been left with me, one of them a nephew of Micanopy. All hostile Indians north 
of the Withlacoochee and the road to Volusia are to withdraw south of that line, and are not to return north 
of it without a written permission from headquarters; and those east of St. John’s are also to withdraw 
to the west of that river, as soon as information can be communicated to them by runners. In the mean- 
time, I reserve the right of establishing a post near the mouth of the Coloosahatchee, and one near the 
head of the St. John’s; and also of re-establishing Fort King, should I think proper to do so. I am also to 
continue the troops in active employment on the frontier north of me, should circumstances require it. 
Peace may be the result of my conference with Micanopy, should he come in; but I am not sanguine that 
he will come, or, if he come, that he will consent to make peace unless emigration is abandoned. I there- 
fore consider it to be necessary to continue the most vigorous preparations for an immediate and active 
campaign; and, if the chiefs should not come in, or should refuse peace on the terms offered, I shall be 
able to recommence operations the moment they disperse. 

I have the honor to be, sir, your obedient servant, 


THOMAS 8S. JESUP, Major General, Commanding 
Brigadier Gencral R. Jones, Adjutant General, Washington City. 
VOL; Vil-——100 ¢ 











834 MILITARY AFFAIRS. [No. 760. 








Hrapquarters ARMY OF THE Sovutu, Fort Dade, March 6, 1837. 


Sir: I have the honor to report, for the information of the Secretary of War and the general-in-chief, 
that I have this day entered into a convention with the Seminole Indians by their second, third, and fourth 
chiefs, representing the principal chief, Micanopy, and the nation, for the suspension of hostilities and the 
immediate removal of the whole nation west of the Mississippi. I enclose a copy of the convention or 
capitulation, from which it will be seen that I have granted to the Indians the most liberal terms. This 
I considered the dictate of policy, as well as of sound economy. To have attempted the exaction of severe 
terms, might have led to a renewal of hostilities, by which millions might have been expended, and many 
valuable lives lost by exposure to the climate as well as by the arms of the enemy. 

As the Indians respect nothing but force, I shall be compelled to retain the troops, in readiness for 
active service, until a considerable portion of them, at least, take their departure for the west, which I 
hope will have been done before the Ist of May. 

The wagon trains were, in a great measure, broken down; in consequence of which, I ordered a hun- 
dred mules from New Orleans; and the horses of the mounted men being rendered, by the severe service 
they have performed, entirely unfit for service, and mounted men being absolutely necessary to pursue 
the scattered bands of Indians, should any of them determine not to come in, I ordered an officer to 
Savannah to purchase four hundred horses. On them I shall mount the dragoons, and a portion of the 
other regular troops, and shall thus be able to compel a full execution of the treaty; my depots being so 
arranged that I can operate at any time—being not more than from thirty to forty miles from supplies. 

I am, sir, respectfully, your obedient servant, 


THOMAS 8. JESUP, Major General, Commanding. 


Brigadier General R. Jones, Adjutant General, Washington. 


Capitulation of the Seminole nation of Indians and their allies, by Jumper, Holahtoochee, or Davy, and Yaho- 
loochee, representing the principal chief Micanopy, and fully empowered by him, entered into with Major 
General Thomas S. Jesup, commanding the United States forces in Florida, this sixth day of March, one 
thousand eight hundred and thirty-seven. 

ArticLe 1. The chiefs above named, in behalf of themselves and the nation, agree that hostilities shall 
cease immediately, and shall not be resumed. 

ArticLe 2. They agree and bind themselves that the entire nation shall immediately emigrate to the 
country assigned to them by the President of the United States west of the Mississippi. 

ArticLe 3. Until they emigrate, they will place in the possession of the general commanding the 
troops hostages for the faithful performance of their engagements. 

ArticLte 4. The Indians shall immediately withdraw to the south of the Hillsborough. Those found 
north of that river, and a line drawn from Fort Foster due east from it to the ocean, without permission 
of the general commanding, after the Ist of April, will be considered hostile. 

ArticLe 5. Major General Jesup, in behalf of the United States, agrees that the Seminoles and their 
allies who come in and emigrate to the west, shall be secure in their lives and property; that their negroes, 
their bona fide property, shall accompany them to the west; ana that their cattle and ponies shall be paid 
for by the United States, at a fair valuation. 

ArticLE 6. That the expenses of the movement west shall he paid for by the United States. 

ArticLe 7. That the chiefs, warriors, and their families and negroes, shall be subsisted from the time 
they assemble in camp near Tampa Bay, until they arrive at their homes west of the Mississippi, and 
twelve months thereafter, at the expense of the United States. 

Artic.e 8, The chiefs and warriors, with their families, will assemble in the camp to be designated by 
the commanding general, as soon as they can; and at all events by the 10th of April. Yaholoochee will 
come in at once with his people, and the other towns will follow as fast as possible. 

ArticLs 9. Transports will be ready to take the Indians, with their negroes, off to their western 
homes. 

ArticLE 10. Micanopy will be one of the hostages; he is to visit the commanding general, and will 

remain near him until his people are ready to move. 

ArticLe 11. All the advantages secured to the Indians by the treaty of Payne’s Landing, and not enu- 
merated in the preceding articles, are hereby recognized, and are secured to them. 

Signed at Camp Dade, this sixth day of March, one thousand, eight hundred and thirty seven. 

THOMAS 8. JESUP, Major General, Commanding. 

“' [Signers. ] 


» 





Heapquarters Army oF THE Sout, Fort Dade, Florida, March 8, 1837. 


GeneraL: Under instructions, I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of yours of the 9th ultimo, 
addressed to Major General Jesup, wherein you acknowledge the receipt of sundry letters, orders, &c., 
from these headquarters. : 

One paragraph of your letter states, “It was not known that his (Major Dearborn’s) command had 
been ordered from Irwinton, Georgia, to Florida, until the receipt of your grder of No. 23, of the 11th of 
December, on the 19th of January.” In answer to this paragraph, the general desires me to inform you 
that the removal of Major Dearborn’s command from Irwinton to the lower part of Georgia was reported 
to your office as far back as the 20th of September, 1836, as shown by the accompanying letter, (copy,) 
which is now forwarded under supposition that the original must have miscarried. 

I am, general, most respectfully, your obedient servant, 
J. A. CHAMBERS, Lieutenant, Aide-de-camp, and Assistant Adjutant General. 


Brigadier General R. Jones, Adjutant General U. S. Army, Washington, D. C. 
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I[kapquarters Army or THE Sovutu, Fort Dade, Florida, March 26, 1837. 


Sir: I have the satisfaction to be able to report that the Seminole chief Yaholoochee, (Cloud,) who 
commanded at the Wahoo, is at Tampa Bay with his family; and he has about two hundred of his people 
in a camp near that post. 

The principal chiefs on the St. John’s, Tuskinia and Emathla, (Philip,) have sent messages to me; 
they will obey the order of Micanopy to emigrate. Philip sent his son, who informed me that his father 
had required Abiaca, (Sam Jones,) chief of the Micasukies, to join him and accompany him on his visit 
to Micanopy. 

The war is no doubt ended if a firm and prudent course be pursued; but a trifling impropriety on 
the part of the white population of the frontier might light it up again. The negroes rule the Indians, 
and it is important that they should feel themselves secure; if they should become alarmed and hold out, 
the war will be renewed. 

I shall send one battalion of the Indian warriors serving in Florida to Mobile so soon as it can be 
mustered and paid, and transports be obtained. 

The Alabama drafts will be sent off as soon as they can be paid; transports have been provisioned 
for them. The naval garrison, furnished by Commodore Dallas for Fort Foster, has been relieved and 
ordered to join the ship whence it was detached. 

I shall discharge the volunteers and militia force as rapidly as the circumstances of the service will 
permit; and shall take measures to have the ordnance and other stores, not required in Florida, taken to 
the most convenient arsenals and storehouses. 

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
THOMAS 8. JESUP, Major General, Commanding. 


Brigadier General R. Jones, Adjutant General, Washington City. 


ITeapquarters Army oF THE Sovutu, Fort Dade, March 28, 183°. 


GENERAL: In my report of the affair of the 27th of January at the Hatcheeluskee, I omitted to men- 
tion that Major Thompson commanded the 6th regiment of infantry. That excellent officer moved on 
that occasion at the head of his corps, under General Armistead, to support Colonel Henderson, who 
commanded the advance of the army, and afterwards to attack the Indians concentrated in the “Cabbage 
Hammock,” to the right of the colonel’s position. It is due to justice that the omission be noticed, and I 
respectfully ask that this note be published as a part of my report. 

I have the honor to be, general, most respectfully, your obedient servant, 
THOMAS 8. JESUP, Jlajor General, Commanding. 


Brigadier General R. Jones, Adjutant General, Washington City. 





Heapquarters Army or THE Sovtu, Fort Dade, Florida, March 29, 1837. 


GreneRAL: I enclose a letter from Colonel Henderson of this day’s date, which I will thank you to file 
with my report of the expedition to the head of the Coloosahatchee. Captain Price, as well as the other 
officers of the corps to which he is attached, was most efficient and useful throughout the whole of the 
operations in the field. On the occasion referred to, Lieutenant Chambers was detached from headquarters, 
and directed movements as a staff officer, but was not in command of the troops. 


| I have the honor to be your obedient servant, 
THOMAS §. JESU P, Major General, Commanding. 


Brigadier General It. Jones, Adjutant General, Washington City. 


IT SR ree 


Heapqvarters, 2p Brigapr, Army or THE Soutu, Lort Dade, March 29, 1837. 


Gexerat: In the report made to you on the 28th of January last of the operations of the previous 
day, two mistakes were made inadvertently, and which are uow corrected. 

The first mistake is in not stating that the negroes taken in the pine woods were captured by a 
detachment of Captain Will’s company of Alabama volunteers s, sent with orders to Captain Price. The 
second error is in mentioning Lieutenant Chambers as commanding the force that captured the Indian 
women and children, the ponies, and other property of the enemy. Captain Price was in command. 

I remain, general, with great respect, your obedient servant, 
ARCHIBALD HENDERSON, Colonel, Co mmanding 2d Brigade, Army of the South. 


Major General Tuomas S. Jesup, Commanding Army of the South, Headquarters, Fort Dade. 





Heapquarters Army or THE Sovutu, Fort Brooke, Florida, April 3, 1837. 


Sir: I have this moment received your letter of the 14th ultimo. 

When I directed the dredge-boat to be taken to Lake George and Lake Monroe, I was not aware that 
it was in the service of the Engineer department; I had been informed that it belonged to the custom- 
house. It was, I believed then, “and believe now, entirely idle, and I thought it would | be more useful to 
the public in deepening a channel, through which supplies might be taken to the vicinity of the enemy’s 
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strongest retreats, than lying idle near the mouth of the St. John’s. The instant I was apprised that the 
boat was in the service of the Engineer department, though the object for which it had been taken 
remained unaccomplished, I ordered it to be returned. The order, a copy of which is enclosed, was dated 
on the Ist of March. 
I am, sir, respectfully, your obedient servant, 
THOMAS §S. JESUP, Major General, Commanding. 


Brigadier General R. Jones, Adjutant General, Washington City. 


Heapquarters ARMY OF THE Sovtu, Fort Dade, March 1, 1837. 


Coronet: When I directed that the dredge-boat should be employed and sent to Lake George, I was 
not aware that it was in the service of the Engineer department. I supposed that it was kept in service 
by the Treasury Department, or the Territory, for the purpose of keeping the navigation of the St. John’s 
open. Had I been aware of the service on which it was employed, I would not have ordered it. You will 
cause it to be immediately returned to the Engineer department, and will instruct Lieutenant Colonel 
Harney accordingly. 

I am, colonel, most respectfully, your obedient servant, 


THOMAS 8S. JESUP. 


Lieutenant Colonel J. B. Crane, 
Commanding district between St. John’s and Suwanee, Fort Heileman. 


Heapquarters Army oF THE Sovrn, Tampa Bay, April 23, 1837. 


GeneraL: I will thank you to cause the enclosed paper to be placed on file in your office. I shall, 
perhaps, have occasion to refer to it hereafter, in connexion with the attempt of the legislative council of 
Florida to repeal their militia laws, in order to prevent the draft of four companies of men which I 
had required, not for service in the field, but to aid in defence of the settlements when the small force 
under my command was operating in the field, and was necessarily spread in detachments over a surface 
of more than a hundred and fifty miles square. 

Many of the principal Seminole chiefs are with me, but their people come in slowly. The majority 
of the Indians doubt the sincerity of our promises; and those whose interest it is to renew the war—I mean 
unprincipled white men—spread reports that all who come in are to be executed. Both Micanopy and 
Jumper have complained to me that, when they had their people collected, and in march to this place, 
they have been alarmed by such reports and have disappeared. 

I have the honor to be, most respectfully, general, your obedient servant, 
THOMAS S. JESUP, Major General, Commanding. 


Brigadier General R. Jones, Adjutant General, Washington City. 


ORDER, 


Camp NEAR Fort Drane, January 17, 1837. 


The detachment will move to-morrow morning at 7 o’clock for the Ocklawaha and the surrounding 
country. Five days’ provision and forage for the detachment will be carried in the wagons. Those cap- 
tains who refuse to march will state on the bottom of this order. 

JOHN WARREN, Colonel, Commanding. 


I refuse to obey the above order, because my company was raised and mustered into service for the 
protection of Fort Heileman, and to scour the country from the south branch of St. Mary’s, thence to New 
river, thence to the head of Santa Fé and Picolata, I have, as 1 conceive, transcended my authority in 
having my men to escort a train so far as Fort Drane; though, according to the colonel’s orders, they have 
not murmured, but escorted the train to Fort Drane. They, contrary to expectation, are ordered into the 
nation; which order they refuse to obey, believing that I am not clothed with power to order them further. 
I have called for volunteers; out of twenty-three who were present, there were ten volunteers. I tendered 
those, who, with my own service, are accepted. I am ready, together with my command, to obey the 
orders of my colonel, to scour the country to a certain extent, east or north of Fort Drane. The articles 
which I have reference to have the muster of Major B. K. Pierce, subject to the approval of Governor 
Call, commander-in-chief of the troops in Florida. The articles were presented to and recognized by the 
governor, and we were regularly mustered, which my pay-rolls, which I have now in my possession, will 
show. 

JOHN G. SMITH, Captain, Commanding W hitesville Rangers. 


Having called cn my company to obey the above order, they refuse, as they voluntecred for the 
protection of the frontier of Drane and Nassau counties. They are at this time drawn from their homes, 
leaving their families exposed to the enemy, and wholly unprotected. They are now ordered to the Indian 


nation, and I feel myself in duty bound to disobey. 
JOHN PILES, Captain. 


My reason for disobeying the above order is, my men were summoned to go on a scout in pursuit of 
the enemy, who attacked Dell’s negroes near the Santa Fé, and pursue them as far as Orange lake, if 
required, Contrary to their expectations, they were ordered to guard baggage-wagons as far as Fort 
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Drane, which they complied with without murmuring. They are now ordered to the Indian nation; they 
were mustered for the protection of Jacksonville and its vicinity. The present order they consider ilk egal 
and unjust, and therefore refuse to obey. 

A. WAHOMAN, Lieut. Com’g detachment Jacksonville Black Hawk Rangers. 


I refuse to obey the above order for many reasons: First, because my company is unwilling to go; 
believing that the enemy is in the rear, they are willing to scour the country north of Fort Drane before 
they return. Secondly, because my orders from Colonel Crane were, that as soon as the pursuit of the 
Indians that captured Mr. Dell’s negroes was given up, I was to return to my post at Mandarin. My 
company was mustered into service for the protection of the east bank of the St. John’s river, although 
we have a contract with Governor Call that they shall not cross the river without their own consent; yet 
have they ever been ready and prompt to obey all orders at a moment’s warning. They crossed the river 
to guard the baggage train, or scour the western banks of the St. John’s, to the frontiers of the enemy; 
they are now, in violation of Governor Call's agreement, ordered to the Indian nation, which they simulta- 
neously re fuse to obey. 

MOSES CURRY, Commanding Company. 


Hrapguarrers Army oF THE Sovtu, Tampa Bay, May 5, 1837. 


GeneraL: Many of the field officers of the regiments serving in Florida, as well as the company 
officers, have been absent during the whole campaign, greatly to the injury of the service, and to the 
inconvenience of those who have been constantly at their posts. The state of Lieutenant Colonel Crane’s 
health, as well as Lieutenant Colonel Fanning’s and Major Fauntleroy’s, renders temporary absence from 
duty in Florida necessary. Those officers have performed their duties most faithfully and efficiently; and 
I most urgently request that other field officers be ordered to join, in order to afford them some respite 
from their labors. 

Dr. Stinnecke, who had joined but a short time before, was taken away to aftend a medical board at 
New York! Could not some of the idle members of the medical department, at the posts from which the 
troops had been withdrawn, have been placed upon that board? The doctor certainly had no claims from 
service, and it was with some surprise that the order for his withdrawal was received. When any other 
conside1 ‘ation than that of services is allowed to govern, either in regard to stations or indulgences, dis- 
content is the inevitable consequence, and justly so; the wencrali -in-chief, I am sure, could not have been 
aware of the little claim the doctor had from services performed when he consented that he should be 
taken from this army, where his services were necessary, and employed on a duty which many who are 
entirely or comparatively idle could have performed. 

I am anxiously awaiting the tardy movements of the Indians. There is no danger of a renewal of 
hostilities, but the chiefs find great difficulty in collecting their people. Several bands have been assem- 
bled, but they have been dispersed by reports that they were to be punished so soon as they should place 
themselves within our power. 

I am, general, most respectfully, your obedient servant, 
THOMAS 8. JESUP, Major General, Commanding Army of the South. 


Brigadier General R. Jones, Adjutant General, Washington City. 





Heapguarters Ary oF THE Sovutu, Zampa Bay, May 8, 1837. 


Sir: By reports from every part of my command, I am induced to believe that the Indians will all 
come in and emigrate in the course of the summer. 

Powell and other chiefs, with their people, are at Fort Mellon, and will depart thence to this post in 
afew days. All the chiefs of the nation have now expressed their readiness to obey the commands of 
Micanopy, and remove to the west. 

Whilst waiting the tardy movements of the Indians, I have detachments of the troops and Indian 
warriors employed i in exploring the country and surveying routes through it. The Withlacoochee has 
been examined from its mouth to its source; the Fort King road surveyed hence to Fort Armstrong; and 
a party is now exploring the country from this place to Camp Izard. I have directed the survey of 
several routes north of the Withlacoochee, and the exploration of the St. John’s above Fort Mellon. 
These surveys will enable me to have a good topographical map of the theatre of operations in Florida 
prepared, 

I have directed the withdrawal of the garrisons of Forts Armstrong and Drane. The garrison of the 
former goes to Fort King, and the latter to Micanopy. The garrison of Fort Clinch will be withdrawn so 
svon as the stores at that post can be disposed of. 

Officers are much wanted; many of those serving with this army are worn out by the effects of the 
climate, and the severe duties they have performed. They require a respite from duty; and I respectfully 
suggest the justice to them of ordering those who have been absent from the field to take their places. 

Captain Mallory, without a single ree to indulgence from the services he had performed, was per- 
mitted to leave the army on the solemn assurance that he had made his arrangements to retire from the 
army, and would go out of it immediately, and that he would be put to serious inconvenience by being 
detained in Florida. As he was noi efficient, I permitted him to go. I now, however, learn that he 
remains in service; if so, I request, as an act of justice to others, that he be ordered to join his company 
without delay. 

I am, general, respectfully, your obedient servant, 
THOMAS $ . JESUP, Major General, Commanding. 


Brigadier General R. Jones, Adjutant General, Washington City. 
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Hrapquarters Army or THE Soutu, Zampa Bay, May 17, 1837. 

GenerRAL: I have this moment received General Order No. 28, dated the Ist instant. Dr. Heiskell, in 
consequence of severe domestic affliction, was permitted a few days ago to proceed to the north; and the 
services of Dr. Tripler cannot possibly be dispensed with. There is not an army surgeon or assistant at 
this post, and I propose ordering him hither so soon as his services can be dispensed with at his present 
The movements of the Indians are so tardy, that no calculation can, with certainty, be made as to 
Their women and children were to be collected from a surface of from 
fifteen to twenty thousand square miles. Many of them are sick; and 1 find that without the application 
of force, many months may elapse before they can be assembled. I do not consider it my duty to recom- 
mence the war, believing that if I were to do so, beat the Indians, and make another peace, similar 
delays to those which we now experience would then occur in collecting and removing them. I have, it 
is true, but little acquaintance with them myself; but those best acquainted with them, and among them 
Major Graham and Captain Page, believe they will all come in so soon as their families can be collected. 
We committed an error in regard to these Indians in the attempt to remove them before the country was 
required for white setilers. In all other cases of removal, a white population has been pressing upon 
and crowding out the Indians before they were required to leave the homes of their fathers; here there 
was no population pressing upon them, and they have never felt the necessity to go. Besides, the negroes 
rule them; and the arrival of several Floridians in camp for the purpose of looking after and apprehend- 
Those that were in camp fled, and carried the 


post. 
the time of their emigration. 


ing negroes spreads general consternation among them. 
panic with them, and we cannot now induce them to return. 
I am, general, respectfully, your obedient servant, 
THOMAS 8S. JESUP, Jajor General, Commanding. 


Brigadier General R. Jones, Adjutant General, Washington City. 


Heapquarters ARMY OF THE SoutH, Tampa Bay, May 23, 1837. 
’ ’ 


Generat: I have the honor to report that I have withdrawn the garrison and stores from Fort Clinch, 
at the mouth of the Withlacoochee. The naval force under Lieutenant Bell has gone to Pensacola, and 
the military part of the garrison has gone as an escort to a wagon train to Fort King, whence it will 
join its regiment at Fort Dade. The ordnance stores were sent to Mount Vernon, Alabama, and the 
subsistence and quartermaster’s stores, except ten thousand rations sent to Fort King, have been removed 
to this place. 

I enclose an extract from a report of Major Wilson, whom I detached some weeks past to Pensacola 
and Mobile Point, from which it will be seen that he has succeeded in causing the whole party of Indians, 
whv had for some time frightened the good people of that part of the country out of their wits, to join 
the Creeks at Mobile Point. The same prudent course would bring all the Indians in Alabama and West 
Florida into camp. 
lam, sir, your obedient servant, 


4 


THOMAS 8. JESUP, Major General, Commanding. 


Brigadier General R. Jones, Adjulant General, Washington City. 





[Extract ] 
Mosite Pornt, Alabama, May 18, 1837. 


Generat: I have the honor to report the return of Lieutenant Reynolds, a few days since, from up 
the bay of Pensacola, where I had despatched him, with three or four Indians from the Point, for the 
purpose of bringing in, if possible by persuasion, a small party of Euchees who had wandered off from 
the nation, evidently with the design of escaping emigration to the west. He fell in with them at their 
camp, about thirty miles from Pensacola, and having a conference with them through his interpreters, he 
represented their helpless condition and the probability, if they persisted in strolling through the settle- 
ments, of their all being destroyed by the whites, who they knew had already fired on their party and 
killed one or two of their warriors; he would therefore advise them to come in and join their friends at 
the Point, where they would, preparatory to emigrating, be both fed and protected by the government; 
to which they assented, and came in, together with a few Creek families that had been living on the bay 
for years past. 

The lieutenant had them transported by water to this place, amounting in all to seventy—men, 


women, and children. 
HY. WILSON, United States Army. 


Major General Tuos. S. Jesup, Com’g Army of the South, Tampa Bay, Florida. 


Heapquarters ARMY OF THE Sovutu, Tampa Bay, June 5, 1837. 
Sir: I have the honor to report that this campaign, so far as relates to Indian emigration, has 
entirely failed. 
The Seminole chiefs were, I believe, sincere in their intentions of fulfilling the provisions of the 
treaty, but they have no influence over their people, except for purposes of mischief. The warriors, I 
understand, have degraded Micanopy, and placed Sam Jones, the Mickasuky chief, at the head of the 


nation. Micanopy, Jumper, and Cloud, met me in council on the Ist instant; they were to have come in 
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again on the 2d, but failed, and on the night of that day they were seized by a force of armed warriors 
and removed to the interior. I succeeded in securing a number of their negroes, and have sent them to 
New Orleans. 

The season is too far advanced for the renewal of offensive operations. All, therefore, that can be 
done, is to place the troops in such positions as shall at the same time cover the frontier and give 
reasonable assurance of health. The garrisons of Forts Mellon and Call, on the St. John’s, and Foster, 
on the Hillsborough, must be withdrawn in consequence of the unhealthiness of the sites; and Fort Dade, 
on the Withlacoochee, must also be withdrawn, from the difficulty of supplying it during the wet season. 

The negroes whom I seized say the Indians will not renew the war unless attacked. This may be 
true, but we cannot trust them. The best security for the frontier will be complete preparations to repel 
attack. 

Emigration I consider impracticable. The Indians, generally, would prefer death to removal from 
the country, and nothing short of extermination will free us from them. Not a single first-rate warrior 
has surrendered since the commencement of the war, ner has a single instance occurred of a Seminole 
having proved false to his country. . 

The difficulties presented by the country are great, but those presented by the climate are greater. 
Many of the posts necessary to success during the season of operations must be abandoned early in the 
summer, to preserve the lives of their garrisons; and the consequence is, that at the commencement of 
every campaign nearly all the interior depots have to be re-established. 

If operations are to be renewed in the fall, it is important that early preparations be made; and that 
the officer who is to conduct them have everything in readiness to take the field by the first of October. 
I will write to you again in detail on this subject. In the meantime, I desire you to present my most 
varnest requests to the Secretary of War and the general-in-chief that I be immediately relieved from 
the command of this army. It is known to the members of the late administration that i was placed in 
command not only without solicitation, but contrary to my known and expressed wishes. 

I am, sir, most respectfully, your obedient servant, 
THOMAS 8. JESUP, Major General, Commanding. 

Brigadier General R. Jones, Adjutant General. 


Heanquartrers Army oF THE Soutu, Zampa Bay, June 17, 1837. 


Sir: If I should not be relieved from the command of this army, I desire to be permitted to visit Ken- 
tucky for a few weeks. I will thank you to lay my request before the general-in-chief and the Secretary 
of War. All is quiet in this quarter. I shall leave the 4th and 6th infantry at Fort Dade, on the 
Withlacoochee, and break up the posts of Hillsborough, Thlonotosossa, and Fort Foster. This accom- 
plished, I shall proceed to Micanopy and Black creek, at one of which posts communications will reach me. 

I have permitted about one-third of the Indian warriors to visit their families at Mobile Point. They 
will return in four or five weeks, when another party will be allowed to go. The term of service of the 
regiment will expire on the 31st of August. Should the war be renewed, a regiment of northern Indians 
should be engaged to take their place. The general who is to command, in the event of another campaign 
being necessary, should be immediately required to organize the force and means to take the field by the 
first of October; and he should be unrestricted as to both. The nature of the country is such, that diffi- 
culties increase at every step: and the commander should have unlimited control, both of measures and 
means, and the entire support of every department. A large regular force will be required, no matter 
who may command; and immediate measures should be taken to raise it. The corps now in Florida are 
reduced to mere skeletons; a considerable portion of the men remaining will be discharged in the course 
of this summer and autumn, and not one will re-enlist. Many of the officers and men have been more 
than a year constantly in the field, and have been completely broken down by the labors and privations 
of two arduous campaigns; something should be done for them, and that speedily, or we shall have no 
force by the end of the year. It would be a great relief to the officers who have been long absent from 
their families, if those who have avoided the perils and fatigues of the field should be required to relieve 
them for at least two or three months. And the families of such soldiers as remain in Florida should be 
brought to their posts here at the public expense, and have rations allowed them by the government. 

I am, sir, most respectfully, your obedient servant, 
THOMAS 8. JESUP, Major General, Commanding. 

Brigadier General R. Jones, Adjutant General, Washington City. 





Heapquarters Army OF THE Soutu, Zampa Bay, Juire 24, 1837. 


Sir: Disease is developing itself rapidly among the troops; all except the recruits have gone through 
two arduous and harassing campaigns, and are, in a great measure, broken down. The tendency to 
scorbutic affections is becoming general. I am making every effort to increase the comforts of the men, 
as far as the means in my power will enable me; among other measures, I have directed that a con- 
valescent hospital be established on one of the keys at the entrance of this harbor. This, I think, will 
restore many men to the service who would otherwise be lost to it. 

The garrison has been withdrawn from Fort Foster; also from Fort Mellon; and I shall proceed 
through the country to-morrow to Fort Dade, and thence to Fort King and other posts on the north frontier 
of the Territory, to make final arrangements for the protection of that frontier during the sickly season. 
No operations should be attempted before October; if the enemy, however, attack, he must be repelled, 
and driven from the frontier at any sacrifice. 

If I should not be relieved from the command of the army, I request permission to visit Kentucky for 
a few weeks, after I shall have provided for the defence of the frontier. 

I have directed Lieutenant Chambers, my aide-de-camp, to proceed to Washington with a duplicate of 
my despatch for the Secretary of War. From the position he has occupied, he will be able to give accurate 
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information on all matters relating to the campaign. Should new corps be raised, I strongly and earnestly 
recommend him for an appointment. He is qualified for the command of a regiment, and I recommend that 
as high rank as possible be conferred on him. 
I have the honor to be, sir, your obedient servant, 
THOMAS 8S. JESUP, Major General, Commanding. 
Brigadier General R. Jones, Adjutant General, Washington City. 


Heapqvarters Army OF THE Sovtu, Sét. Augustine, June [July] 8, 1837. 


GeneraL: I enclose two reports, received last night by express : one from Lieutenant Colonel Miller, 
commanding at Tampa Bay, and the other from Major Childs, commanding at Fort King. I also enclose 
a copy of a report from Captain Bradley, of the Florida volunteers, to Lieutenant Colonel Mills, of an 
affair with a party of Indians west of the Suwanee. The Indians were evidently endeavoring to escape. 
From every information I can obtain, I believe the body of the nation mean to wait our movements. The 
frontier will be rendered secure, even should they recommence hostilities; and such information has 
already been gained of their country, that operations may be carried on in the autumn with far less 
difficulty than heretofore. Ihave in my possession, or have sent to New Orleans, all the prominent Indian 
negro leaders. I have fifteen or twenty negroes and four Indians, who may be used as guides to all the 
fastnesses of the country. So soon as a list of the prisoners can be prepared, I shall forward it to you. 

I have the honor to be your obedient servant, 
THOMAS S JESUP, Major General, Commanding. 

Brigadier General R. Jones, Adjutant General, Washington. 


HEADQUARTERS OF THE Troops souTH OF THE Hitisporo’, Zampa Bay, July 8, 1837. 

GeneraL: Captains Allen and Morrison arrived with the train from Fort Foster on the 29th ultimo; 
the latter officer brought with him “ Bow Legs,” brother to Alligator, who was found at the fort with his 
rifle and ammunition; he most unwillingly came to this post. Upon examination, he states that he was on 
his way from his former residence, at the ‘ Round Pond,” on the road to Fort Dade, where he had been 
collecting peaches for the ‘‘corn-dance;” and that he expected to find cattle and some corn left at Fort 
Foster by the train. He says that Micanopy, Jumper, and his party, were at Casseeme creck, about three 
days’ march from Tampa, and that Micanopy was expecting to hear from you by the messenger he sent 
in, and that he expressed a great desire to see Abraham. He also informed me that Powell had said that 
the Seminoles would remain quiet until they should see what the whites intended to do. Powell and his 
party, he says, are in the neighborhood of Volusia, and south of that place. 

In consequence of the near connexion of this Indian with Alligator, I have deemed it advisable to 
secure him in the picket with the other prisoners, and to forbid any intercourse with him whatever until 
further orders. 

Major Churchill left here yesterday for St. Mark’s, his wound having improved essentially for the last 
four or tive days. 

The sheds for the marines, and those for the artillery and infantry, will be completed early the next 
week. 

I have not heard from Mullet Key since the return of the Star, but presume the Spaniards have made 
considerable progress in preparing for the reception of the convalescents. 

A party of Creek volunteers are now out scouring the country in a north and northeasterly direction. 

I am, with the highest respect, your obedient servant, 
SAMUEL MILLER, Lieutenant Colonel, Commanding. 

Major General Jesup, Commanding Army of the South, &c. 


Fort Kine, July 7, 1837. 


Sir: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your communication of the 6th instant, in rela- 
tion to the hostile Indians. On the 5th I sent word for them to come in; about 11 o’clock five made their 
appearance, with melons and fresh beef. 

They stated that one hundred were on the St. John’s, and one hundred in this part of the country; 
that they had orders not to molest white people or their property, but to hunt game and cattle for their 
support; and at a certain time in the moon, which I judge to be about the 12th, they are to return and 
go over the line established by the treaty; in the meantime, the chiefs were to go to St. Augustine to 
see the commanding officer, and make arrangements for a store for them to trade at until the time arrived 
for them to go off. 

At this camp there are seven of them, and at another, ten miles from them, seventeen. None of the 
latter have been here; their corn will not amount to much, they say, in consequence of not having been 
hoed in season. To-day three of them were in; one had his squaw with him; he says that seventeen 
Indians were on the road, nine miles from this, the day Lieutenant Ross returned from Fort Armstrong, 
and the day the general arrived; that the horsemen came within twenty paces of them; that they were 
lying in the pine barren, and were afraid to run or show themselves for fear of being fired upon before 
they could make known their peaceable disposition; the appearance of a squaw with them would indicate 
this. 

They represent the cattle as very scarce, and what few they find are in swamps, and so wild that it 
is difficult to approach near enough to shoot them. 

Respectfully, your most obedient servant, 
THOMAS CHILDS, Major U.S. Army, Commanding. 

Lieutenant T. B. Lixnarp, 

Aide-de-camp and Assisstant Adjutant General, Headquarters, Army of the South. 
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Nore.—Since writing the above, one other of the seven has been in; he says that a council was to 
have been held at Powell’s camp, near Philip’s town, and that Alligator, Hola-toochee, Yahoolochee, Coa- 
hago, and Coacoochee, (Philip’s son,) were to go to St. Augustine, and that they are to be there in four 
days from this; but Cardjo says, as he understands the “ broken days,” they are not to be there until eight 
days from this. ‘They were under the impression that Paddy Car was at St. Augustine. This Indian 
appeared much pleased when informed that General Jesup was there. 

T. S. CHILDS, Major United States Army. . 





Cuartes Ferry, July 6, 1837. 


Sm: Being under the impression that it is my duty to keep you, as the commanding oflicer, advised 
of whatever transpires in my vicinity of a military nature, I report to you, for the information of General 
Jesup, that Captain Bradley went on a scout, via this place, on the 30th ultimo, from San Pedro to 
Suwanee Oldtown, to examine about the fires and Indian signs reported in that quarter. 

Ten miles from this place, south, he discovered signs of a large quantity of cattle having been driven 
from this neighborhood southerly, and very recently, by the Indians. Pursuing his march, he arrived at 
Suwanee Oldtown, where he encamped on the night of the Ist instant. Next morning, having discovered 
fresh Indian signs leading west from Oldtown, he immediately marched, and at nine miles distant dis- 
covered an Indian warrior with a pack—fired on, and wounded him. He made his escape by plunging 
into a swamp and abandoning his pack, filled with beef. Pursuing his march, he came upon four others; 
killed one, and scalped him; wounded another, who was well dressed, and mounted on a mule ; he made 
his escape by abandoning his mule and pack, leaving much blood on said mule; the other two having 
carried him into the swamp. After which, in passing through a small swamp or hammock, came on others; 
killed and scalped one, and wounded another badly, having seen a great deal of blood where he made his 
escape. - ; 

The whole number of warriors scen was ten; and, from the number of packs, and a large quantity of 
beef, (about 200 pounds,) dried and fresh, captured, and these preparations for drying beef, Captain 
Bradley is of opinion that there is a considerable number about fifteen or twenty miles west of Oldtown, 
or at Cook’s hammock, about forty miles from Oldtown. There were women and children’s signs seen, 
as well as some of their apparel taken, together with a large quantity of cooking utensils and some 
jewelry. Captured from. the Indians, in addition, three mules, three ponies, and one horse, all with good 
saddles and bridles on, and three Indian rifles. The most of the articles were brought here, and all that 
could not be brought were destroyed. 

The whole of the day (July 2) being consumed in this affair, and Captain Bradley’s men being 
exhausted, (having 30 men,) he deemed it proper to return for more men. He informs me that he shall, 
in ten or fifteen days, make another scout, when he would like to have some assistance at Suwanee Old- 
town. 

The whites lost one horse, killed by the Indians. The Indians lost two men killed and scalped, and 
two wounded, with a great deal of baggage, Xe. 

I] have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
F. L. JONES, Lieutenant U. S. Army. 

Lieutenant Colonel Mints. 





Hrapquarters Army oF THE Souru, Sf. Augustine, July 10, 1837, 


Sm: Many of the companies serving in Florida are mere skeletons. Some of them will be without 
non-commissioned officers, and will be reduced to from eight to fifteen men in the course of a few weeks, 
Were the companies thus reduced united and formed into full companies, the service would be greatly 
benefited; its moral would be improved, because every company would then, at all times, be under the 
direction of officers, which, with the small number of officers fit for duty in Florida, is not always possible 
now; besides, the officers would feel more pride of profession, avd be more active and attentive, when 
commanding full companies, than when commanding corporals’ squads. 

I must ask the favor of you to bring this matter to the consideration of the general-in-chief; and if he 
has no objection to the course proposed, | respectfully ask for authority to organize complete companies 
out of the skeletons serving here. 

I have the honor to be, most respectfully, general, your obedient servant, 
THOMAS S. JESUP, Major General, Commanding. 

Brigadier General R. Jones, Adjutant General, Washington City. 





I[eapquarters Army oF THE Sovtn, St. Augustine, July 19, 1837. 


Gernerat: I enclose an extract from a report of Lieutenant Colonel Miller, commanding at Fort 
Brooke, by which it will be seen that the Creek volunteers are entirely broken down. I had ordered fifty 
warriors to join Major Birch as an escort fur the stores which I had directed to be removed from Fort 
Dade to Fort King, and the regiment can furnish only thirty men. 

I shall send the whole corps off as soon after my return to Tampa as transports can be obtained. 

I have the honor to be, general, your obedient servant, 
THOMAS 8. JESUP, Major General, Commanding. 


Brigadier General R. Jones, Adjutant General, Washington City. 
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{Extract. } 


HEADQUARTERS OF THE Troops souTH OF THE Hitisporo’, Tampa Bay, July 16, 1837. 

Genera: I duly received by this day’s mail your Orders No. 146. 

Major Freeman can furnish but thirty men from the Creek volunteers, out of the whole number here; 
the rest are sick, or claim to be so. I fear that but little service will be obtained from this force. They 
complain that they have been deceived by their chiefs; that their time will expire in a few days, when 
they are anxious of joining their families and friends in the west. 

The number of sick in Major Birch’s command compels him to leave a portion of his men to take care 
of them until his return, or we can provide for them here and at the Rancio. 

Our sick list this morning, independent of the Creek volunteers, numbered upwards of one hundred 
and twenty. 

1 am, sir, with high respect, your obedient servant, 
SAMUEL MILLER, Lieutenant Colonel, Commanding. 


Major General Jesup, Commanding Army of the South, &c. 


Heapquarters Army or tHE Sovtn, St. Augustine, July 20, 1837. 


Genera: I enclose a list of the Indian negroes captured during the campaign. Amceng the prisoners 
are nearly all the leaders of influence. The negro portion of the hostile force of the Seminole nation not 
taken is entirely without a head. About eighty of the Indian negroes are at Fort Pike, Louisiana; six 
have died, and seventeen remain at Tampa Bay. Ninety-three negroes, the property of citizens, have been 
captured, and eighty-eight of them returned to their owners or placed subject to their orders. One was 
sent into the Indian country on a message to other negroes, but was not permitted to return. ‘Two who 
are well acquainted with the country are retained as guides, and two are retained at Tampa by the 
request of their owners. 

Of the Indian prisoners who have been taken and secured I shall not be able to furnish a list until 
my return to Tampa. They amount to between eighty and ninety. Twenty-three of them are at Fort 
Pike, fifteen have died, three are confined here; about fifteen, women and children, relations of the Creeks, 
were allowed to accompany their relatives to Mobile Point, and to Conchaptimicco’s town, on the Apalachi- 
The remainder are at Tampa—all except three of them with the Creek Indians. 

I have the honor to be, sir, your obedient servant, 


THOMAS 8S. JESUP, Major General, Commanding. 


cola. 


Brigadier General R. Jones, Adjutant General, Washington. 


Heapgvarters Army or THE Sovutn, Garey’s Ferry, July 24, 1837. 

Genera: In the present state of the business of the country, recruits could no doubt be obtained in 
the agricultural districts of the country, and particularly in the interior regions of Pennsylvania, Virginia, 
and North Carolina. The men of that region are all horsemen and woodsmen, and they not only know how 
to take care of their horses and their arms, but to use them in the most effective manner. Twenty of those 
men are, on an average, worth for the service in this country as much as thirty of the best men raised in 
cities, I respectfully recommend that as many recruits as possible be obtained from the country, and 
from parts of it above referred to. 

The recruits for the dragoons should all be taken from the country, and should be men accustomed to 
horses. The period of enlistment is now too short to enable a man not accustomed to ride and to manage 
and take care of horses to become an efficient dragoon, and render more than one year’s service before his 
Captain Ringgold has command of a mounted company, which has rendered most efficient 
service. He would make a most able cavalry officer. His company, with the exception of eight or ten 
men, will be discharged, I am informed, by the Ist of October. Could not recruits be selected for that 
company, of men who can ride? A few companies of mounted regular troops, under experienced officers, 
are necessary as rallying points for the volunteers. But few of the men of the dragoon corps can ride, and 
there is no time to instruct them here. The recruits sent to fill the companies of that corps should all be 
able to ride and take care of horses, so as to be ready for service immediately on their arrival. By giving 
your attention to these matters, general, you will add much to the efficiency of the service. 

I have not been able to mount my horse since the sixth; but I hope in a day or two to be out, when I 
shall proceed to the Suwanee. 

I have the honor to be your obedient servant, 
THOMAS S. JESUP, Major General, Commanding. 


discharge. 


Brigadier General R. Jones, Adjutant General, Washington City. 


Heapguarrers Army or THE Sout, Fort Heileman, Garey’s Ferry, July 25, 1837. 

(ieNERAL: I have received your letter of the 11th instant. On the 5th of June, in closing my official 
report to you, I asked to be relieved from the command of this army. I made this request to disembarrass 
the government, supposing that public opinion, when all had not been successfully accomplished that had 
been expected, might demand my recall; and I was unwilling that any considerations personal to myself 
should for a moment embarrass the service or interrupt or influence the plans of the government. 

On the 8th of this month I received a letter from the general-in-chief, in which, referring to my request 
to be relieved, he informs me that the Secretary of War had decided that, after posting the troops in such 
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stations as to cover the frontier from hostile attacks, as far as possible, consistently with a due regard to 
their health, I should be at liberty to resume my duties as quartermaster general at the seat of government, 
provided, on the receipt of that letter, I still desired to be relieved. In the meantime, it appeared to me, 
from the opinion of both military men and citizens, as far as they were made known to me, that I was 
expected to remain. The press, either mistaking or misrepresenting my motives, had attacked me for 
asking to be relieved; and I informed the general, in reply, that I would retain the command of the army, 
unless the government should otherwise determine. That is my intention now; and I shall continue with 
this army until regularly relieved or positively ordered to relinquish the command. 

I desire you to lay this letter before the Secretary of War and the general-in-chief, and at the same 
time assure them, that never having solicited the command, and having no other objects in view than the 
best interests of the service, I do not wish to be considered in the way of any plans or arrangements 
which they may believe will best promote those interests. 

I have the honor to be, sir, most respectfully, your obedient servant, 
THOMAS 8. JESUP, Major General, Commanding. 


Brigadier General R. Jones, Adjutant General, Washington City. 





Heapquarters ARMY OF THE Soutu, Garey’s Ferry, July 26, 1837. 


GeneraL: A convalescent hospital has been established at the entrance of Tampa Bay, on one of the 
keys, where the invalids will have the most salubrious atmosphere, with every comfort which our means 
cancommand. The tendency to scorbutic affections, which generally prevailed when I left Tampa, causes 
me to apprehend most injurious consequences from a sea voyage so long as that from Fort Brooke to Fort 
Monroe. I therefore respectfully submit for the consideration of the general-in-chief whether it would not 
be better that the invalids at Fort Brooke, particularly of the infantry regiments, remain at the con- 
valescent hospital already established. 

Let me hear from you on this subject as soon as you conveniently can. 

Most respectfully, your obedient servant, 
THOMAS 8. JESUP, Major General, Commanding. 

Brigadier General R. Jones, Washington City. 





Heapquarters ARMY OF THE Soutn, Garey’s Ferry, August 2, 1837. 

Sir: I have the honor to enclose the copy of a letter received from Lieutenant Colonel Cawlfield, com- 
manding the remnant ofthe Alabama battalion of volunteers that served with me last winter. Lieutenant 
Colonel Cawlfield is a man entirely to be relied on ; he is one of the best volunteer soldiers I have ever seen in 
the field, and is a man of perfect truth. I hope that his corps nay be discharged. I sent Major Churchill to 
Fort Mitchell to perform that duty, but the corps had moved into Florida, I understand, before his arrival. 
I have not heard from the major, owing, I presume, to the difficulty of communication ; letters are often 
more than a month on the way from one post of this Territory to another. 

Of the five battalions from Alabama and Georgia, under Cawlfield and Nelson, there are less than one 
hundred men able to do duty, and there are not half that number of efficient horses. I have never been 
engaged in any service before where all the physical energies of men were so soon and so entirely pros- 
trated, and the mental energies seem to be equally affected by the baleful influence of the climate. 

I have received your letter of the 15th ultimo. I had not received a copy of the revised regulations, 
but I had attributed it to the irregularity of the mails. Very few of the orders issued from your office 
have reached me ; I have attributed that to the same cause, for 1 have not received more than half the 
letters written to me by my family, and public communications are equally uncertain. 


I am, respectfully, sir, your obedient servant, 
THOMAS S JESUP, Major General, Commanding. 


Brigadier General R. Jones, Adjutant General, Washington City. 
P. S.—I enclose a copy of a letter from Captain Galt, commanding at Fort King. I place no reliance 


on the statement of the Indians ; but it is good policy to treat them kindly until the mounted volunteers 
be ready to act, and the posts for the protection of the frontier be established. 
7. & 





Heapgvarters Batrauion AtaBpama Votunteers, Lagrange, West Florida, July 15, 1837. 
Sir: I arrived at this place on yesterday, having bent my course somewhat further south than I had 


intended, and perhaps further than was contemplated in the instructions of the Secretary of War of the 
13th ultimo ; but having understood there was a depot established at this place, and that I would be able 
to get what forage and subsistence I might want, 1 thought it best to take it in my course ; also, having 
understood that it was the headquarters of Colonel Brown, who is operating in this country, I concluded 
I might be able to learn something satisfactory as to the movements and situation of the enemy. But I 
have been disappointed ; I have not seen Colonel Brown, and find the place without stores of any kind. 

A company, returned to this place from Colonel Brown on yesterday, and by them I learned he was 
scouring the country around towards Pensacola. He has been operating for some considerable time, but 
has made little discovery. Indeed, to be candid, and use a vulgar phrase, my own opinion is that the 
whole matter of Indian hostilities in this country is pretty much a story of moonshine, the object of which 
I leave others to conjecture for the present. . 

I will move immediately towards the line of Alabama again, but whether I will be able to find the 
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point indicated in the Secretary’s letter, where I may “hold the Indians in check,” I doubt, as Tam now 
fully persuaded they need no checking. That there are a few miserably wretched Indians secreted some- 
where in this country I will not deny; but, on the other hand, I do not believe they have any disposition to 
be hostile, further than their own preservation is concerned. You must be aware that they have but little 
reason to feel safe in surrendering themselves prisoners to the troops who have been operating in this part 
of the country, and “perhaps even what few there may be in this part of the Territory may make a desperate 
resistance when found, if they cannot escape. 

I have looked in vain for orders, but have not received those alluded to in the Secretary’s letter to 
me. I have written to every point where I thought it probable communications for me might be sent, 
but have received none. 

The health of my command is not good; and I am sorry to say that the spirits of many have become 
pretty much worn down from the belief that they are performing a laborious service in an unhealthy 
climate which promises no advantage to the country. 

I an, sir, your very obedient servant, 
DAVID CAWLFIELD, 
Lieutenant Colonel, Commanding Battalion Alabama Volunteers. 


Major Gen, Tuos. 5. Jesur, Commanding Army of the South. 


Fort Kine, July 24, 1837. 


Sir: In consequence of the continued severe indisposition of Major Childs, I write, at his request, to 
say that the Indian runner whom he reported on the 18th instant as having gone to the chiefs in the 
vicinity of Fort Mellon returned and made his report yesterday. He met Co-a-co-chee (Wild Cat) beyond 
Fort Mellon, who said, on the subject of the message from Major Childs, that he was very glad of it; that 
the principal chiefs were some distance beyond him, and that he would immediately communicate the 
message to them; that they would be very much rejoiced to hear from you, as they had long been anxious 
to do; that himself, Co-a-hajo, Holatoochee, Tuskenaha, and Alligator, had some time ago been appointed 
to go into St. Augustine; but that, as they were about starting, one of four hunters, who had been started 
ahead of them, returned, giving the account of the capture of the other three by the whites; that even 
then he wished to go on, but the other chiefs objected; that since, they have been confused, and know not 
what to expect, or what to do in order to have a talk with the whites; that the whites simply captured 
the three men, without firing on them. 

Co-a-co-chee sent in word to Major Childs, also, that the chiefs would consult, and that about Wednes- 
day morning the runners would be sent to this post, and he doubted not that a deputation of the chiefs 
would. be on the trail hither at the same time. These latter may then reasonably be expected here about 
Friday morning, when, Major Childs requests me to say, he will despatch a special messenger to you. 

With great respect, your obedient servant, 


P. H. GALT, Captain Fourth Artillery. 


Major General Tuos. S. Jesup, United States Army, Commanding, &c., &e. 





Heapqvarters Army oF THE Soutu, Garey’s Ferry, August 6, 1837. 


Genera: You have been in the field, and know how entirely impossible it is that company officers 
should be able to have the necessary supplies of clothing to replace articles lost or worn out in active 
service. That those officers may be relieved from an onerous responsibility, and the soldiers be promptly 
supplied with whatsoever may be necessary to cnable them to perform their duties efficiently, I respect- 
fully submit for the consideration of the general-in-chief whether it would not be advisable to establish a 
depot of clothing at this place and another at Tampa Bay, from which any and every company may be 
supplied when necessary. By such establishments the service would be rendered more efficient, because 
the soldiers would be certain of a supply, and the officer would be relieved from the anxiety attending 
the accountability for property necessarily not within his personal control, and would have no further 
care than to account for that which he would actually receive for use in the field. 

It would not be necessary to encumber the depot with any articles of parade uniform. Blankets, 
shoes, stockings, round jackets, flannel and cotton shirts, pantaloons, forage caps, and other articles 
required in the field should alone be kept in store. 

I beg of you to ask the attention of the general to the subject as soon as you conveniently can. 

And I have the honor to be, sir, your obedient servant, 
THOMAS 8S. JESUP, Major General, Commanding. 


Brigadier General R. Jones, Adjutant General, Washington City. 


€ 


Herapavarters Army or THE Sout, Garey’s Ferry, Florida, August 7, 183 


‘. 

Sir: I have this moment received your letter of the 21st ultimo, 

It was not my intention, in my communication of the 10th ultimo, to ask for recruits to fill the com- 
panies in Florida; I know it would be extremely unwise to send them hither during the sickly season. 
To save the troops already here, I am compelled to adopt the expensive measure of calling into service a 
body of Florida volunteers to keep up the scouts required to protect the scattered settlements of this 
extensive Territory. In my letter of the 10th of July I merely submitted for the decision of the general- 
in-chief the proposition to form out of the skeleton companies here full companies, because the discipline 
of the service would be promoted by it, particularly when companies are reduced to eight or ten men. 
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It was not my purpose to propose the measure as one tv be carried out in regard to companies not greatly 
reduced. I shall not attempt it unless it becomes a matter of necessity. 

I enclose a cupy of a report from Major Childs. I place no reliance on the statement that Indians 
are coming in; but I do believe that, so far as Micanopy and Jumper can influence their people, no other 
depredations than robberies will be committed; still, there would be but little security for the frontier 
without force to repel any attempt that might be made upon it. 

In the course of to-morrow or next day I propose to depart for the interior. 

I am, sir, respectfully, your obedient servant, 
THOMAS 8. JESUP, Jajor General, Commanding. 


Brigadier General R. Jones, Adjutant General, Washington City. 


P. S.—Order No. 43 has not yet been received. 
a 





Fort Kine, August 3, 1837. 


Sir: To-day I have received a visit from Tuckabatcha-hajo, alias John Hicks, a noble looking Indian. 
The following is the substance of his communication in answer to my questions: 

Left Powell’s camp, near Fort Mellon, ten days since, having hunted much on the way, and came to 
the Indian camp, on the left side of the Ocklawaha, with two others, day before yesterday; would have 
been in sooner but for the storm. The chiefs and all the Indians were greatly pleased to hear the message 
from me, and the former, that were present, agreed at once to come in as invited; he would not have left 
if he did not know that they were coming, and is disappointed not to find the chiefs here; he supposes 
the delay to be on account of Holatoochee, who is a great distance off towards Charlotte harbor, and his 
family understood to be very sick; there is much suffering for provision, and a great deal of sickness (fever) 
amongst the Indians. The chiefs have been very particular in their instructions to the warriors on no 
account whatever to fire another gun in hostility, and that he does not believe there was one Indian who 
had a thought of such a thing. Powell was near Fort Mellon, and Coahadjo was on the banks of the 
lake fishing, and lived in the pickets. Being asked if Powell was coming with the chiefs, said he did not 
doubt but he would; explained how he was captured by Captain Beall in the Suwanee country; said he 
had just heard of the provisions of the treaty that all Indians were to go to Tampa, and, having collected 
his party, was on his route thither when taken. When told that my orders were not to issue them any 
provisions, he said he was in hopes to have got one or two days’ provisions on first coming, but as it 
was contrary to orders, he could not expect it. Asked permission to encamp by a pond four miles from 
this, and at the agency, for the purpose of hunting until the chiefs come in. If his father had been alive 
this war would not have broken out; a plenty of men, women, and children were on their way. I have 
thought proper to give you this information, believing that the chiefs will be here in a day or two; and, 
whether their object is peace or war, to suggest.the propriety of immediately increasing the force at this 
post. The present strength is only one hundred and thirty-two, not including the Crecks, and this force 
constantly diminishing by discharges. 

Respectfully, your most obedient servant, 
THOMAS CHILDS, Major United States Army, Commanding. 

Major General T. S. Jesup. 





Herapquarters ARMY OF THE SoutH, Garey’s Ferry, Florida, August 10, 1837. 

Sir: A brigade of volunteers has been offered for service in this Territory, from Kentucky; if there 
should be any doubt of obtaining recruits of the proper class to fill the regiments serving here in time to 
open the campaign in the autumn, I would respectfully recommend that the services of that brigade be 
accepted. I know not what the Kentuckians are now as soldiers, but there were nowhere better soldiers 
than they furnished during the last war with Great Britain. If it should become advisable to take them 
into service, they could be brought to the scepe of action in a few weeks by the way of the Ohio and 
Mississippi. 

I have the honor to be, sir, your obedient servant, 
THOMAS S. JESUP. 

Hon. J. R. Poinsert, Secretary of War, Washington City. 





Heanquarrers Army OF THE Sovutu, Garey’s Ferry, August 13, 1837. 

Sir: I enclose copies of several reports from the interior, by which it will be seen that the Indians 
continue to visit Fort King in the most friendly manner. Those people are evidently in doubt what course 
to adopt. They are represented as having been greatly divided in their councils. From present appear- 
ances, I would infer that Micanepy and Jumper, who I believe to be sincerely desirous of fulfilling the 
treaty, have exercised in some degree their influence. Not a single depredation, with the exception of 
the stealing of three or four horses, and the driving off of forty or fifty head*of cattle, has occurred since 
those chiefs were carried off from Tampa Bay, except the murders at the cape. 

The reports enclosed, particularly those of Lieutenant Colonel Gates and Captain Galt, exhibit the 
necessity of either sending company officers to Florida, or allowing the skeleton companies to be consoli- 
dated. Several companies are without an officer, and your detail for West Point places two others in the 
same situation. It may be truly said the spirit of the service is gone, or fast going, when officers of 
respectable standing can be found ready to abandon the high and honorable duties of their profession to 
become schoolmasters at West Point. This circumstance augurs worse for the army than anything I had 
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before witnessed. By the way, I cannot perceive how, under the laws as they exist, you can take any but 
engineer officers for service as teachers. While the government encourages or even permits officers to be 
so employed, it is impossible that the army can improve. 
I am, sir, most respectfully, your obedient servant, 
THOMAS 8S. JESUP, Major General, Commanding. 
Brigadier General R. Jones, Adjutant General, Washington City. 


Fort Kino, Kast Florida, August 8, 1837. 


Sir: Since my last communication to you on the subject of Indians, I have to report the arrival of 
two sub-chiefs from Fort Mellon—Tuskamakkey and Chictoahocar—men that are sent on all occasions by 
Coahagge and others when they have business to do, as I am informed by Paddy Carr, 

They say the cattle which you mentioned as driven across the St. John’s were twenty in number; that 
the chiefs, as soon as they knew it, sent them off with orders to drive back every Indian, and to see that 
no depredations were committed; that they have been engaged in hunting up and sending back Indians 
for ten or twelve days; that the cattle were driven.off by Indians who had left camp without the knowl- 
edge of the chiefs. ae . 

I take Tuskamakkey as far as Micanopy with me to-day, for the purpose of going out with some 
Creeks from that post, to hunt up some Indians reported as doing mischief in that vicinity, if Colonel Gates 
wishes. He says he left before my message to the chiefs was known; that he has no doubt they will be 
in, but the rains and distance they are from each other must have delayed them; talks as if they were 
going off in the fall; that Powell says he shall not say a word, but agree to whatever may be determined. 
I sent Paddy Carr to their camp, on the opposite side of the Ocklawaha, accompanied by Lieutenant Ross, 
two days since, to see who and what was there. Lieutenant Ross reports the crossing as very intricate 
and difficult, and easily defended, and a camp of seven or eight families about three miles from the bank. 
Eight hostiles are encamped, by my permission, four miles south of this, by a pond, and Hicks, with two 
others, between this and the agency. Tliese are all the camps and all the Indians that we know of. 

I have directed Captain Galt to send an express to you immediately, should the chiefs come in; and, 
as the time approaches for a renewal of my attack, I am anxious to see if a change of air and travel will 
not relieve me in some measure. 

Respectfully, your most obedient servant, 
THOMAS CHILDS, Major United States Army, Commanding. 


Major General T. S. Jesup, Commanding Army of the South, Fort Heileman, East Florida. 


Extract of the report of Captain Galt, dated August 8, 1837. 
) } Pp é 


‘Since writing the above, a party of six Micasukys, from Powell’s camp, have arrived; they started 
in company with the chiefs Coahadjo, Youhadjo, the brother-in-law of Powell, and Honase Tuskennugece. 
They will be at the camp across the Ocklawaha probably this evening, and come in to-morrow, or, as the 
streams on the trail are very high, their arrival may be delayed twenty-four hours beyond this calculation. 
They are a deputation, and after seeing them I shall send a special express.” 


Forr Kine, August 11, 1837, 3 p. m. 


Genera: Somewhere about thirty Indians, (men,) principally Micasukys, have reported themselves 
during the past three days, all telling the same story, as to the orders of the chiefs to do no mischief to 
the whites, and two of the men of parties spoken to have added that they were to do what the white chief 
at the first told them todo, Coahadjo’s brother was of the party the evening before the last. The council, 
composed of all the chiefs, on the reception of the first message from Major Childs, was held at Appiacca’s 
camp, and the subsequent proceedings are the result of a unanimous vote of the chiefs. Coahadjo had 
turned back on seeing the state of the streams on the trail, but it is said to-day that Tuskina was on the 
other side of the Ocklawaha yesterday, waiting for him. They all say that a great many Indians are on 
the way here. 

A party of twenty Micasukys arrived this morning, and are in camp, about two miles off. Cudjo told 
me that his eldest son was among them. He sent his other son (Ned) out, and the oldest has just come 
in. I anxiously hope to obtain some news through this source, as to real intentions, &c., which, in the 
present state of relations with the Indians, will be very valuable. 

About sixty men altogether have reported ; perhaps thirty may be added for women and children; the 
parties are increasing in numbers. 

I have told them all not to hunt above this, to which they willingly seemed to assent, as a matter 
anticipated by them. They all say that the chiefs are very anxious to have a talk with you, to have an 
understanding about everything. 

7 p. m.—The Tampa express is in unusually early. I have had a talk with Cudjo on the result of his 
conversation with his son. I suppose Cudjo, as I have always, to be perfectly honest, and as zealous in 
our favor as honest. He has, I am assured, in great sincerity expressed his conviction of the proper 
feclings towards us, and good faith of his son. The latter confirms entirely every account of the orders 
from the chiefs to their young men, as to their conduct towards the whites; that they will not, or any part 
of them, commit depredations or hostility, or permit it. The Micasukys, he says, are very much distrust- 
ful of coming in or remaining long, being fearful, under the consciousness of having done so much mas- 
sacring to us, that we are decoying them to seize them. They have, to his knuwledge, said nothing about 
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going west. On one occasion he heard some of this party say they supposed that at last they would have 
to do what the white people wished. He wished to go back with this party, after the chiefs have their 
talk, and bring in his family. 
With great respect, your obedient servant, 
P. H. GALT, Captain 4th Artillery, Commanding. 
Major General T. 8. Jesup, Commanding General, éc. 





Extract from Captain Galt’s report of same date. 


“There are now only myself, Lieutenants Ross, Warner, Sing, and Mock, for duty, with six companies. 
The resignation of Mr. Sing has been accepted, and that of Mr. Mock may very soon be expected. I need 
scarcely add the suggestion of the urgent necessity for other officers.” 


l’ort Micanopy, August 8, 1837. 


Sir: Be pleased to inform the major general that I have received an order (No. 48) from the Adjutant 
General’s office, detailing Licutenant Roberts, 4th artillery, for duty at West Point. Lieutenant Roberts 
is in charge of Captain Brown’s company, 4th artillery. There is no other officer with this company, nor 
have I any officer to relieve him. In fact, I have now five companies under my command, and only three 
officers to take charge of them. Captain Ringgold does no other duty but scouting. Frequently the 
quartermaster, commissary, and adjutant commands two companies, and the duty of officer of the day is 
done by him also and Lieutenant Roberts. 

I utter no complaints, but simply remark this to show how illy Lieutenant Roberts can be spared at 
this time. 

Be pleased to obtain the general’s instructions upon this order. 

I am, sir, with great respect, your obedient servant, 
WILLIAM GATES, Lieutenant Colonel, Commanding. 


Lieutenant T. B. Stnnarp, Aide-de-camp and Acting Adjutant General. 





Heapqvarters Army oF THE Soutu, Garey’s Ferry, Florida, August 14, 1837. 


Sir: On further examination, I am decidedly of the opinion that Jacksonville is not the most eligible 
place for a principal depot. The facility with which the troops and laborers obtain whiskey at that place, 
and the utter impossibility of enforcing any salutary regulations for the police or discipline of the estab- 
lishment, renders it the last place in Florida that should be occupied. The river, too, for forty miles above 
is very wide, and often agitated by the winds to such a degree as to render it extremely dangerous to tow 
the barge on board of which the supplies are taken to Volusia and Fort Mellon. Any vessel that can be 
brought up the river to Jacksonville can be taken to Pilatka, sixty miles above, whence barges can be 
towed with comparatively little danger. The latter place is preferable to any other on the river; it has 
fourteen feet water, has abundance of timber in the neighborhood, is an open, dry, and healthy site, and 
it has the advantage of being sixty miles nearer to the theatre of operations, which, in going and returning, 
will make a difference in each voyage of a hundred and twenty miles. But the greatest advantage will 
consist in the ability to control the establishment, and to prevent the introduction of ardent spirits. It 
will, besides, be near to and command a narrow and sinuous part of the river, where, should any parties 
of Indians be out, boats are liable to be attacked. In every view in which I have been able to consider 
it, I think it the very best position that could be occupied, and Jacksonville one of the worst. 

The quartermaster at the latter place will go on collecting materials, which may be used at Jackson- 
ville, or, if Pilatka be preferred, may be removed thither. 

I am, sir, with great consideration, your obedient servant, 
THOMAS 8. JESUP. 

Hon. J. R. Potnsert, Secretary of War, Washington City. 


HeapquarTers ARMY OF THE Soutu, Tampa Bay, August 31, 1837. 


GreneraL: I have the honor to report, for the information of the general-in-chief and the Secretary of 
War, that I have established a post, garrisoned by regular troops, at Moultrie creek, south of St. Augus- 
tine; another on the Moccasin branch of the St. John’s, east of that river, about twenty miles southwest 
of St. Augustine, garrisoned by Fiorida volunteers; one at the point where the trail from the Ocklawaha 
to the Okenoka swamp crosses the road from Garey’s Ferry to Micanopy, garrisoned by two companies of 
Florida volunteers; one at the head of navigation on the Santa Fé, a tributary of the Suwanee, near 
where the trail from the Withlacoochee to the Okefenoke swamp crosses the Santa Fé, garrisoned by one 
company of Florida volunteers; another at Clay Landing on the Suwanee, the great crossing place of the 
Indians from the eastern to the western side of that river, also garrisoned by Florida volunteers; and I 
have ordered that a post, to be occupied by two companies of volunteers, be established on the northwest 
of Micanopy, the site to be designated by Colonel Miils. These, with the posts previously established, 
it is believed, will afford complete protection to the frontier during the sickly season. Volunteers occupy 
the posts at Charles and Livingston’s Ferries, on the Suwanee; at Jacksonville and Mandarin, on the St. 
John’s; at Weedmaris, between Picolata and St. Augustine; at Lowther’s, between Jacksonville and 
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Okefenoke swamp; and there is one company at Garey’s Ferry, to protect the train, and a detachment at 
Fort Crane, to protect the settlement and the cornfields in that neighborhood. If an army were operating 
in the field, all these posts would not be necessary; but they are all now required to hold the Indians in 
check and keep them out of the country. I came hither by way of the Suwanee, for the purpose of com- 
pleting arrangements for the campaign, and of discharging the detachment of Creek warriors, about two 
hundred and twenty, remaining in Florida. 

I shall send several invalid officers and about one hundred and fifty men to Fort Monroe. The sur- 
geons report that if sent thither the lives of many of them may be saved, and the greater part of them 
may be so recovered as to be available fur the service in December, if not sooner. The troops are not so 
comfortable here as I intended they should be; near two months ago I directed that lumber should be 
provided to make sheds for all the tents; but the acting quartermaster at Mobile, on whom the requisi- 
tion was made, has neither sent the lumber nor assigned a reason why it has not been furnished. 

I am, sir, most respectfully, your obedient servant, 
THOMAS 8. JESUP, Major General, Commanding. 

Brigadier General R. Jones, Adjutant General, Washington City. 





Hrapquarters Army oF THE Soutnu, Tampa Bay, September 2, 1837. 


Sir: I have received your letter of the 18th ultimo, and will take immediate measures to call into service 
the requisite volunteer force. I wrote to General Smith, of Louisiana, yesterday, and authorized him to 
raise a regiment. 

It will be a work of time to raise and bring into the field a volunteer force sufficient to produce any 
decisive effect on the enemy; and I greatly fear that the season best adapted to efficient operations will 
have passed before an adequate force be obtained, 

As to re-enlisting the soldiers discharged in Florida, it is out of the question; not a man who has 
served in this country, and who is worth retaining, will engage again; and, unless the condition of the 
soldier be greatly ameliorated, or a different mode of filling the ranks be adopted, we cannot hope to keep 
up even our small army. There is no inducement to any man to enter our service as a private soldier; 
in any other employment he has a better opportunity of supporting himself, and of making provision for 
old age; for no matter what his merits, or how faithfully he may serve, he has nothing to look forward to 
but to be turned out and starve when he shall no longer be capable of performing the duties of a soldier. 

If the term of enlistment were extended to five years, and a small bounty were allowed on the first 
engagement, double bounty on the second, and a pension for life to those who should serve faithfully 
during three entire enlistments, the ranks could be filled with the best materials, and the establishment 
be kept complete and efficient. I know many eloquent objections will be urged against the pension 
system; but it is time that we disregard idle declamations, and take common sense views of the subject. 
If the army is worth anything, it is worth being made efficient; without good soldiers it cannot be effi- 
cient; to retain it as it is at present is an imposition upon the people; and the question, it seems to me, 
should be, whether we shall dispense with it entirely, or introduce such modifications into its constitution 
and administration as shall render it what it purports to be—a safe defence against sudden aggression, 
and a sure rallying point for the militia. 

I have the honor to be, with high consideration and respect, your obedient servant, 


THOMAS S. JESUP. 


Hon. J. R. Pornsert, Secretary of War, Washington City. 


Heapquarrers Army oF THE Soutu, St. Augustine, September 27, 1837. 

Sir: General Hernandez returned to this post yesterday with his command, having with him Wild Cat 
and Blue Snake, two of the most warlike chiefs of the Tolofa Indians, and two other warriors: these make 
fifty-one prisoners, and two Indians killed, being an aggregate of fifty-three. 

I hope a portion of the recruits may be pushed on immediately, to enable me to occupy the positions 
south which are necessary. 
I am, sir, respectfully, your obedient servant, 
Officers are much wanted. I have not been able to detail a single one for the service of the clothing 
depots. 
THOMAS 8. JESUP, Major General, Commanding. 
Brigadier General R. Jones, Washington City. 


Herapquarrers Army or THE Sovutu, St. Augustine, October 2, 1837. 


Sir: The Seminole chief Coacoochee (Wild Cat) having, as General Hernandez informs me, come in 
as the bearer of a flag, I have, on full consideration of all the circumstances of the case, considered it due 
to the sanctity of the flag to permit him to return. He promises to detach all his warriors, and perhaps 
the great body of the Seminoles, from the hostile party. This is the possible advantage from permitting 
him to go out; the security of his good faith is, that his father and two other of his relations are our 
prisoners. The loss, should he prove faithless, would be considerable, were it not for the circumstance 
alluded to, as he is unquestionably the best warrior and the ablest chief in the nation. He is more 
talented and enterprising than Powell, and has the important advantage over him, in the estimation of the 
Indians, of hereditary rank. 

If he should not return, he will hardly venture to take an active part against us, as he has been 
assured that his father, as well as all the other prisoners of his town, will be held accountable for his 
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conduct. His influence will rather be employed to restrain his warriors and prevent them from taking 
part against us. Two weeks will determine whether he will redeem the pledge he has given. In the mean- 
time our preparations are not interrupted, but go on most vigorously. The body of the Indians are not 
within from one to three days’ march of the St. John’s, and the return of Coacoochee will rather have the 
effect to prevent their dispersing. 

The frontier is tranquil, and the health of the troops who have been stationary is improving ; those 
at the advanced posts, who have been actively employed as scouts during the sickly season, are beginning 
to suffer from attacks of intermittent fever ; the cases, I understand, however, are of a mild character. 

I am, sir, respectfully, your obedient servant, 
THOMAS S&S. JESUP, Major General, Commanding. 


Brigadier General R. Jones, Adjutant General, Washington City. 


Hrapquarters First Division Army or THE Soutn, St. Augustine, September 16, 1837. 


GreneraL: My communication of the 12th instant will have informed you of my having captured, at 
Mosquito, on the mornings of the 9th and 10th instant, the Indian chiefs Philip, Euchee Billy, Euchee Jack, 
and a number of their men, women, and children ; and I now proceed to report to you, in detail, all the 
circumstances which led to or are connected with this capture. Four negroes, who had been with the 
Indians, came into Fort Peyton, about seven miles south of this, on the morning of the 4th instant. From 
them I learned that there were certain other negroes left by them at their master’s plantation, on the 
Halifax river, some few days before, and that many of the plantation negroes who had been taken off had 
also been there, who, though they designed to have left that place, might yet have been detained by the 
bad weather which prevailed about that period. These negroes also gave me reason to believe that some 
Indians might be fallen in with in that section of country. 

With the view of availing myself of the disposition thus partially manifested ‘by the negroes, to 
abandon the Indians if they could find an opportunity of doing so with safety, I deemed it proper to collect 
such force as could be spared from this and the neighboring posts, and with it to proceed as speedily as 
possible to the south. Although the different companies and detachments ordered on this service displayed 
more than ordinary despatch and alacrity in concentrating at Fort Peyton, yet, in consequence of the 
difficulty of procuring transportation, I was not able to move from that place till the Tth instant. This I 
did on the morning of that day ; the whole force having been formed into one battalion and placed under 
the command of Lieutenant Peyton, he having volunteered his services The battalion consisted of parts 
of companies F, second dragoons, under Lieutenant McNeill; E and H, 2d dragoons, under Lieutenant 
May ; part of Captain Hanson’s mounted company, under Lieutenants Pellicee and Feneira; part of 
Lieutenant Whitehurst’s command, and of Captain Carey’s command of mounted Florida volunteers, under 
Lieutenant Whitehurst, and company D, 3d artillery, commanded by Lieutenant Frazer ; Lieutenant J. 
Graham, of the dragoons, acting as my aide-de-camp, and Assistant Surgeon Motte was designated to 
attend the expedition as surgeon. Lieutenant Frazer’s company of artillery, forming the escort of the 
small baggage train, was directed to take post at the plantation of Mrs. Anderson, on the Tomoka. On 
the evening of the 7th the main body had reached Bulow’s plantation, which is about thirty-three miles 
from Fort Peyton. 

On the morning of the 8th, at daylight, four negroes, belonging also to Major Heriott, with an Indian 
negro named John, and belonging to the Indian chief Philip, came into the camp and surrendered them- 
selves, expressing their previous anxiety to do so and receive our protection. On examining the Indian 
negro John, and finding that he would be very useful, I ordered him to join the other guides. 

Among other information obtained from these negroes, I learned that there was, or had been a short 
time before, an Indian encampment at Dunlawton, a plantation also belonging to the Anderson family, on 
the Halifax ; and the march of the troops was accordingly directed to that point. Ignorant of the precise 
position of the encampment, great caution was necessary in advancing on the point supposed to be occu- 
pied by it. On its becoming perfectly dark, Lieutenant Pellicee, with Sergeant Paul Masters, who had 
previously resided in the neighborhood and was well acquainted with its localities, were directed to take 
the negroes Abraham and George, who acted as interpreters, with the Indian negro John, belonging to 
Philip, and discover and examine the position of the Indian camp and report to me. This duty was 
executed with great fidelity, and the report was that the Indian camp, which Abraham had left on the 
north side of a large canal, south o: the road leading from the dwelling-house to the sugar-works, had 
been removed, as nearly as could be discovered, to the south side of the canal, a little to the eastward of 
a bridge which crossed it ; the position of the Indians having also been first examined by Lieutenant 
Peyton, and the previous report confirmed, my plan of attack was formed, and, in conformity therewith, the 
volunteers under Lieutenant Whitchurst’s command, and Lieutenant Feneira, with Sergeant Masters, were 
formed in the rear of the Indian camp, and between it and a swamp on the south, and in its immediate 
vicinity, with directions to extend themselves in such a manner as to surround it, except on the front, 
which was left open for the charge of the cavalry ; the volunteers having been directed, on that charge 
being made, to close in. These preparations being completed, and fearing that the Indians might be 
aronsed by the neighing and trampling of some loose horses, and that they would attempt an escape, a 
charge by the cavalry, under Liet.tenant Peyton, was directed somewhat sooner than was designed, which 
was executed with great rapidity and effect. The Indians immediately fled, when they were arrested by 
the fire of Lieutenant Whitehurst’s command from its extreme flank, which so confounded them that they 
were all taken without having fired a gun, with the exception of a son of Philip, a lad of about eighteen 
years old, who escaped. - My satisfaction at the capture of these Indians without the effusion of blood 
was greatly increased on discovering that among them was the influential chief Philip. It unfortunately 
happened that three of the warriors.of this party were absent hunting, or they also would probably have 
fallen into our hands. 

After this affair, I proceeded to the next plantation north of us, with the design, if possible, to discover 
and surprise the Indians, who, I had reason to believe, were in the neighborhood. For the purpose of 
ascertaining the truth of the reports which had reached me on this head, I had the Indian warrior, Tomoka 
John, who was taken with Philip, brought before me, and by him I was informed that there was another 
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encampment of a party of eight warriors, at the head of whom was Euchee Billy, with a number of women 
and children, in a swamp about five or six miles north of us. This Tomoka John stated that he had been at 
their encampment the day before, and offered to lead me to the spot, alleging, at the same time, that it was 
necessary to proceed with great caution, as they were always on the alert. On this information I interro- 
gated Philip, who, in substance, confirmed the statement of Tomoka John, saying that he had known me 
from my infancy, had perfect confidence in my promise of protection, and would readily give me all 
the information in his power, assuring me, at the same time, that I might entirely trust to Tomoka John, 
Proceeding under the direction of this Indian, as far as he thought it advisable to do so, on horseback, the 
horses, with the prisoners, were left under the charge of Lieutenants Pellicee and Whitehurst, (who could 
not walk, in consequence of a sprain his ancle received the night before,) with a guard of forty men. The 
remainder of the force proceeded, under the guidance of Indian John, for about three-quarters of a mile, 
through a pine barren, and thence throngh a very thick and heavily timbered swamp, following a trail 
opened by the Euchees a few days previous Having proceeded through this swamp for about two miles, 
to nearly its opposite side, the army was halted and remained there till it became dark. On again moving, 
the march continuing through a thicket of shrub and a considerable space of low palmettoes, we at last 
reached high pine barren land, and proceeded on it till we came in sight of the Indian fires situated in the 
pine barren, bounded on three sides by swamp and an impervious thicket on the other. Here the troops 
were halted; and Lieutenant Peyton, with Sergeant Masters and the negroes who had acted as guides, 
accompanied by Tomoka John, proceeded to reconnoitre the enemy’s camp. Soon after a request was 
sent to me from this party to have troops advance, which was accordingly done, sufficiently near to the 
enemy to discover them about their fires. 

At this time Lieutenant Peyton, with the company commanded by Lieutenant May and part of Lieu- 
tenant McNeill’s, was directed to lead the right, with the Indian, and Philip’s John as a guide, with orders 
to endeavor to surround the enemy on that side, and to post his men as near to each other as the object 
in view would permit. Lieutenants McNeill and Feneira, with the detachment of Lieutenants Pellicee 
and Whitehurst’s command of East Florida volunteers, with Sergeant Paul Masters, and negro Abraham 
as guide, were ordered to lead the left, and to surround the enemy on that side. Orders were given that 
these positions should be occupied, the men lying flat on the ground till the appointed signal should be 
made at daylight. “At daylight the signal was given, and the charge made with great promptness; but 
so watchful were the Indians that they succeeded in discharging two rifles, by one of which, I greatly 
lament to say, (as I have already stated to you before,) Lieutenant MeNeill, while gallantly advancing 
at the head of his men, was mortally wounded. The affair was soon over; one Indian was killed and 
three wounded, one of whom afterwards died. The party consisted of twenty-one, of whom none escaped, 
except one man, who fled in the night. The encampment of this party was exceedingly well chosen, it 
being almost impossible that it could be discovered by those not previously acquainted with its position. 

Though both the officers and men of this expedition had to endure great fatigue and privations of 
every description, they were all borne with the utmost cheerfulness; and the only circumstance calcu- 
lated to detract from my satisfaction with the result of this expedition is the death of Lieutenant McNeill, 
who appeared to be a most promising young officer. 

In conclusion, I cannot omit calling your attention to the good conduct of the officers and men of this 
small command. The alacrity with which every duty was -performed does them all great credit. Licu- 
tenant Peyton is an officer of great worth, as are Lieutenants Frazer, May, and Graham, and Dr. Motte, of 
the regular army. And I would take leave to suggest for your consideration the propriety of recom- 
mending to the government that brevet rank be conferred on these officers; and Lieutenants Whitehurst, 
Pellicee, and Fencira, of the mounted East Florida volunteers, are also equally entitled to the consideration 
of the government. I have likewise strongly and particularly to recommend to you Sergeant Paul Masters. 
His knowledge of the country placed it within his power to render great services to the expedition, and 
the readiness with which it was furnished is truly creditable to him. The guides and the Indian, Tomoka 
Jokn, discharged their duty with great fidelity. 

An inventory of the articles captured will be annexed to this report. 

I have to regret the length which I have permitted to myself in this report; but it is hoped it may 
be excused from my anxiety to present before you all the facts and circumstances connected with the 
expedition. 
I have the honor to be, general, with much respect, your obedient servant, 

JOSEPH M. HERNANDEZ, Brigadier General, Commanding. 


Major General Tuomas 8, Jestr, Commanding Army of the South. 
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Registry of negro prisoners captured by the troops commanded by Major General Thomas S. Jesup, in 1836 
and 1837, and owned by Indians, or who claim to be free. 
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19 


22 
23 
24 
25 
26 


97 
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28 
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56 


60 
61 
62 
63 
64 
65 
66 


71 
72 
73 
74 
76 
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78 
79 














Names. | Sex | Tribe, town, or owner. Estimated age.) Remarks. 
ee! Sener | 
| | | Years. Mths.| 
| PACOD cons ceer cass) WOO ac soce% ) POOnAnIKA <22...522<5< 25 0 | Wounded in right knee. 
foo alumna i-eenad eee een 18 0) | Wife and children to Jacob. Clanda died May 
P NeRECOt cccots<ccn| oe 3 (ae eee OGesa s6e elses 2 0 97. 1837 ’ 
NOMNON cose seewer | aedOee oc corel sce sUOccewocseseetcc 2 sy = 
DG svenvaoimdon laa sisi ee arenes eeperrer 40 0 | Mother to Rina and Molly. 
IMMOlW civsceeeewes seOOacmacisc (Oe: oe ee 23 0 LcLehiecs , 
Billy CEN, ee ee RO 12 0 ne mee 
iCMIOe: accesensccs | Hemale® sos: i225 Gee ocs esaecaer 19 Oy} 
SHAH cuccnseseea las COs 25s: | pase Deseeeen cecewee 2 0 Sister to Jacob, mother and children. 
Denis cseoes cess Mallee cs conic! soe CGP caeeimee sea t O77] 
ROMpCYasccc cosos||-eOOsaoseeselosse JOP anessecee ose 70 0 : 3 wn 
SR ee ae Te 50 0 ee ae ies 
SIA ciwiacicn.<o-seee Red OmeceeSaz Ss Caen ees eee meee 20° 0 
SE: <:-eniew cianken oer a Seer 11 0 Mother and children. 
Be aisceocescciese Female ee ee ee eee eames 9 0 
Gea? oiccensecss es COmmcaiscies Gane OG Ssickc ew wae 30 0 
INGO cwinctcs: geese jee (eee OGressccass ones ao 0 
MARU) comaee) sais | Female ...-|..-- Gteaass cases st 27 0 
Charles. dseseicdes Male saascslscse Givens anceeeceen 6 0 eee 
MAT GATEL. .ccsccss MGM Ble cao s|eose 1), a Es 4 o| Mother and children. 
BWdda sc sckess Seen ecdOscscne2< = Etats asi eaten ees Sie 4 Of 
BUnOvessce cece MalGencccc wae OOewame a aewicinciaa iy 0 | 
ee ee | eeeennene 45 0 Daughter to Pompey and Dolly, mother to Hagar. 
BOD SG ssmecess cess Malesc..2- aed Desc eeeckinedos 30 0 
Margaret’ .ccc.<.. Female o2s|ss2% NOs ssuam eee. ss. 21 0 
WyMinvadseceeiccoe! Males co soc| sos Cee acess ase nose 13. 0 | 
Bi la (ees Si 2 Grandmother to Jacob and Chloe ; sold by Mr. 
pone ce eran kee rant ge ician we ote Bowlegs --.- : Forrester, of Six-mile creek, to neehien sev- 
Naa aan aaa, isdn nan ree pein ct | eral years since ; Juba cousin to Jacob. 
s(t UAE Males coneec| aes QOlsseoassccoscs 19 0 | 
INODIG scccuse.cce s|-2dOeaccewaclwoes GaSe mscenee uous 23° 0 | 
PHCDE ocssccesccs Female ..-.| Naascholy Katte. .--- 33 0) 
es Male.....-- [R: (2 eee oe ee 1l 0 Jacob’s uncle’s wife, mother, and children, 
PIRUS! scsi sesees | so OOna sas con \emesCOesacnncccee == € (OM) 
Nelly ccevcsescase Female ..--| Micapotoka .... .-.- 20 0)) 
DCIPIO: <cosSeeccwes Malessssee-ssi52 Hoes eae sess. cee 3 0+}! Mother and children. 
SAH’ sudicenscces lpeOOresccics | Su eeUOrcesaaaceniase's 1 0 t 
MIRO Y ssiccacamicics PWEMMO cuchlscseO0ssocanmacexccas 25 0)) : 
— glia ave NRCS - Mother and child. 
DICK cece. .casseeice Male. sess | Seti Hicks. .ccnsncs 55 0 | Said to be the property of Colonel Humphrey. 
RONG s2cccicscw sti Bemale ..2-| Mieinopy..2-2<-=<<<| 50 0) ) 
SUSA -- 2202 soeeee +e do..------)---- do..------------ 14 0 \ | Mother and children, raised with the Indians. 
INBUOCY coos stccealed "0 eee Retr are 7) Ree See 9 OF 
DMCA sce tieceise| aia GOs sccos20| 554 UOros sosapase ase 8 OJ 
MANY) sess cseesss% <5 (1 (0 ee Ba 1 een pe ee | 24 0) 
| PRP ewaasicdinnen lw _ eee eee Ra ces iiaiie weiner 10 0 | 
Ishmael ..... .-..|-- do------- --- d0.--+-++-------- 6 0 Daughter to Tena, and mother to the children. 
CyMusi occ ceasieses = s0Osaseccc= seer GOsnesasceccssssl 5 0 f 
‘(PAMAL epinees. sows) -sdOsacacscs| sone Gessccce-caascss| 3 01] 
SGiniO) acassceveses | Males wiccas| <2 dorset scseceseSs| 1 | | 
PAUty: ssmeicints scien | alemale:..<.|s<< dOseassscessosee 33 (0 
TT, MP (ce meee ree ee ems) 7 0%) Mother and children, daughter to Tena. 
POMPCY. cses:cs%e | MAI@s sess one 6 (0 en 4 0 t 
i | re Female ....|---- Uikcinicauaennd 3 0 | Daughter to Tena. 
IGWUY caiceraswecscic lesdOmecewesel sec "1 ee eed 25 0 | 
BI coccsseas estas G (eee eine ere 1 (0 ea eee eee eee 20 0 | 
| OR cnwscctaaces| MMCK 1000 |o0-e pes see cesee 40 0)) 
VAHO ceecseseuiscs< | Heiiale ..<.|..<- OOecemnia waecicion= 35 01} 
MONO sscic cues Sicxie Ret (cera en eerie "Se eee eae a ee | 13 0 
PAUL aGeccewacwos TEE (i Co) eer eee Paar Dn oudingiciaec-cese 12 0]| 
| Charles .......--- Boe eee 7s an eee 11 01] One of the most important and influential char- 
i seer | Female ..../---- Ae tet rite rien ha 9 0}, actersamong the Indian negroes. Father, mo- 
co ee i ee ee Gps ere 7 Of; ther, and children, never had a white master, 
BeUlyicsciscssrases | Méemalé’ <2es|s=2- UGtaaesecsenaes 4 0|| 
| PRNSOV acdsee wees) = 3 dosekesess lose Ose suceeenwases 3.0 
MOUGLO ccvedacces | NWN cals winnaar GWessacinckhess sce | Ot | 
PRISE Ys wcoese ena Hemale .<5- |. - dec osssiettecsss 45 0) | 
| Washington...... 1.) Cs es Pa G22 saa -seccieas | rH 0 | 
ELE eee PaDeINHIG sSes|'=2cdOrocsesuctccoss | 25 0 
HROLY ciccciesecses oe GO== = Secseloces WOsecadssassacd- Sls atitisdlsiles 
i Hanny <<<. eseeales dese cecselssen WOnsesseaacscaes | caneantna eae 
HOOREDH cccsesecds MMleh wccssel eens eee ce fis nas an A te da 
CO REE HE EE ee 7, Ere | 45 0)| Husband, wife, and children. The commander 
REED | Female ....\.--- iit | 35 0 ( of the negro forces on the Withlacochee, the 
ee Malo...<.0«|..-- i aac iha | 20 0°, chief counsellor among the negroes, and the 
| Catherine.......- | Female ....|..-- Piiscwscawenseus 12 0) | most important character. 
INSUCY-caccesoase FE bo eesepee esiee eere Gotenwae Se aee 1 O | Rachel’s child. 
la | | Mother and child cousin to Murray; defect in 
oo eae annie ae SaeneaE —— prianacacticnnil | 7 t Katy’s right eye; said to be the property of 
\ecieaatte heaeaethaaiaa ‘eslaiahanadaaiataiel wae ssinitntetaiatieiomauuniall ), Colonel Humphreys. 
I wicistcnenncnn = Micanopy ....-- ---- 30 0 












a a nines . 
= nee arn nes WEE - 


ees 





852 MILITARY AFFAIRS. ; [No. 760. 





Registry of negro prisoners captured, &c.—Continued. 




















No. | Names. | Sex. | Tribe, town, or owner. |Estimated age. Remarks. 
| | 

pox | | | 
| Years Mths.) 

Oe |. OL ee | Male......-| Holatoochee ......-- 22 0) 

81 | Jacob...... eleiee (Be Seer et Re ee rere | 24 0 t Most intrepid and hostile warriors. 

SS es ee | Micapotoka .... ---- | 20 0)| 

en Oisascess et kcbasaseeeene | 35 0 | Owned by Colonel Crowell, and claimed by Nelly 
| | | Factor, the best guide in the nation. 

=: | oseecennean areal er —iamaaaeiaees Me Hostile; either qualified to take the Tead in an 

“seen Locus er “eee | eee 

87 | Peter 0.202.200. eee Ks Rncanannbawinins 15 0 

“ee ee ee: eer 60 0 

89 | Jacob, 2d........ sal Mnipicikataine Sauathithka .......- | 20 0 

00 | Dally.ncccccses u lacOnccccces hc edeccnnenaninn 22 0 | 

91 | Mundy .......... fos ss 55555 | Micapotoka ....-. -- | 1 0 | Died May 11, 1837. 

92 | George .....----- = eee eS Ere 1 0 | Died May 23, 1837. 

D3 7] eIDS cnn <cese> |-.do........ ES [CRE apeeee ery | 4 0 | Died May 17, 1837. 

94 | Morris. ......0.-.|--d%.......- i A i caannaias asians hin 1 0 | Died May 31, 1837. 

an | Pomale: 2...) Nasalecce .22255<52- | 89 0 | Died May 11, 1837. 

96 | Abram ....-..--. | | ee | Claims to be free ----| 50 0 | The principal negro chief, supposed to be friend- 
| | | ly to the whites; said to be a good soldier 
| | andan intrepid leader; he is the most cun- 
| | ning and intelligent negro we have seen ; he 
} | is married to the widow of the former chief 
| | of the nation. 

97 | Tony Barnet ...../-.do.......- ci ciniwawnamews 360 | 

$8 | Polly Garnet .....) Female ....|....do.... .....-<.. | 36 0 | 

99 | Beckey ...... ee eS" “ees | de nOscccarenssncwe | 2 ©. | 

100 | Grace.ccc0s 22000. iP Deswesswe [eh pcinwnsanwarcaindes 6 0 

101 | Lydia ...........|-.d0........ ee a ee | 5 0 | 

102 | Mary Ann covers oe LEDtesdbesnlens swine senenees | 30 | 
| Ee a 


103 Merinass o255 664) Malesia. 
| 
{ 





Nore.—In addition to the above, ninety-three negroes, the property of citizens, were taken and secured by the troops. 


THOMAS 8S. JESUP, Major General, Commanding. 





DeparTMeNT oF War, February 26, 1838. 

Sir: Since the answer of this department, dated the 6th ultimo, to the resolution of the House of 
Representatives of October 4, 1837, has been printed, it has been found, on examining it, that copies of a 
considerable portion of the correspondence with General Jesup, called for by the resolution, were acci- 
dentally omitted to be furnished. These copies have since been prepared, and I have now the honor 


herewith to transmit them. 
Very respectfully, your most obedient servant, 
J. R. POINSETT. 


Hon. James K. Poix, Speaker of the House of Representatives. 





DrparTMENT OF War, October 7, 18387. 


Sir: I have had the honor to receive your letter of the 22d ultimo, in reference to your redemption 
from the Creek warriors, of the slaves captured by him. 

This measure is sanctioned, and the terms will be complied with by the department. 

With respect to the final disposition of the slaves, great care must be taken that, as far as practicable, 
such of them as are runaways should be restored to their owners. The remainder must be kept in safe 
custody, and, if possible, in such a manner as will enable them to earn the value of their subsistence till 
the close of the war, when, if deemed expedient, those belonging to the Indians can be restored to them, 
the residue remaining for such disposition as may be deemed proper. There does not seem to me to be 
any authority with the Executive to send them to Africa, but that measure can be recommended to 
Congress for its sanction. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
: J. R. POINSETT. 


Major General Tuomas S. Jesup, Garey’s Ferry, Florida. 


Department oF War, October 7, 1837. 


Sm: Your letter of the 25th ultimo has been received. The governor of Alabama has been written 
to respecting the battalion of volunteers offered by General Moore. Should that gentleman succeed in 
raising them, the department leaves it to you to take the necessary measures to have them mustered into 
the service. 

Measures have been taken to raise about five hundred men in Philadelphia, to be attached to General 
Smith’s regiment from Louisiana, and it is expected that that number will soon be obtained and take 
passage for Tampa Bay. All the other troops for the campaign will be sent forward as soon as the 


transports are ready to convey them. 
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Brigadier General Wallace, of the Virginia militia, who is represented to be a good officer, has 
expressed an earnest desire to serve in Florida. He has been told that if he will raise a battalion of 
volunteers he can accompany them, and that, if practicable, you will give him employment suited to his 
rank. 

Great care should be taken to secure the prisoners captured by General Hernandez. Would it not 
be well to send them at once out of Florida—to Charleston, for instance, where they could be safely 
confined till the close of the war ? 

Very respectfully, your most obedient servant, 
J. R. POINSETT. 


Major General Tuomas S. Jesup, Garey’s Ferry, Florida. 





DEPARTMENT OF War, October 12, 183. 


Sm: In compliance with your wishes, the acting governor of Alabama has been requested to comply 
with the suggestions contained in your letter of the 2d instant, in respect to the troops, which you say 
have been raised in north Alabama for service in Florida. 

Very respectfully, your most obedient servant, 
J. R. POINSETT. 

Major General Tuomas S. Jesup, Garey’s Ferry, Florida. 


DepartMENT OF War, October 13, 1837. 


Str: The Cherokee deputation mentioned in my letter of the 4th instant as being likely to proceed to 
Florida, I request that you will afford such aid as will enable them to proceed on their mission of peace, 
taking care, however, to send some trusty person and interpreter with them, as to insure a faithful report 
of all their interviews and proceedings. It is not intended that these negotiations, whatever may be the 
result of them, should affect or delay your military operations; and the whole matter is confidently com- 
mitted to your discretion. 

Very respectfully, your most obedient servant, 
J. R. POINSETT. 


Major General Tuomas S. Jesup, Garey’s Ferry, Florida. 





Department oF War, October 14, 1837. 


Sir: The department has confided to Lieutenant Powell, of the navy, the charge of an expedition 
planned by him to explore, by boats, the everglades, and co-operate with the column destined to move 
near that part of the peninsula. 

He will be furnished with a detachment of one hundred seamen, and the proper officers to command 
them; and I have to request that you will provide him with one hundred men, to be detached from the 
army in such manner as to be commanded by officers that will not rank him. He will take with him 
boats, arms, and all things necessary to prosecute his enterprise; and it is the intention of the department 
to furnish the detachment with an officer of the topographical corps, in order to give the results of this 
reconnoissance. 

I cannot but believe that this expedition, under the command of an active, enterprising officer, if 
the materials are well selected, will be attended with important consequences; and I hope that you will 
extend to Lieutenant Powell all the aid in your power to enable him to prosecute it with advantage. 

Very respectfully, your most obedient servant, 
J. R. POINSETT. 


Major General Tomas S. Jesup, Garey’s Ferry, Florida 





DEPARTMENT OF War, October 16, 1837. 


Sir: The bearer, Lieutenant McLean, of the marine corps, has been authorized to raise, in Georgia, a 
battalion of volunteers for service in Florida. Should he net succeed in accomplishing this object, I have 
to request that you will give him some command that may be proper, and which he is willing to accept; 
or, if this be not in your power, that you will attach him to your staff, in some capacity where he may 
display the desire he entertains of rendering himself useful. 

Very respectfully, your most obedient servant, 
J. R. POINSETT. 


Major General Tuomas S. Jesup, Garey’s Ferry, Florida. 





DeparTMENtT oF War, October 23, 1837. 


Sir: Your letters of the 10th and 15th instant have been received. 
It is hoped that the regular troops will be in Florida before this reply reaches you. 
If the pilots conduct themselves improperly, their branch or license must be taken from them, and 
others found and placed in their stead. 
Very respectfully, your most obedient servant, 
J. R. POINSETT. 


Major General Tuomas S. Jesup, Garey’s Ferry, Florida. 
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DrerartMENt oF War, October 27, 1837. 
Generat: I have the honor to enclose, for your information, a letter of the Secretary of the Navy in 
reference to the reporting of two cutters to you. 
Very respectfully, your most obedient servant, 
8S. COOPER, Acting Secretary of War. 
Major General Tuomas 8. Jesup, Garey’s Ferry, Florida. 


Department OF War, October 30, 1837. 

Sir: Ihave had the honor to receive your letter of the Lith instant, in reference to the mission of 
peace from the Cherokees to the Seminoles. 

It is not intended that this mission shall delay for an instant the military operations against the 
Seminoles; and, if you deem it expedient, you may delay sending the Cherokee chiefs to them till you 
shall have struck a blow. In-this, as in all other such matters, you must use your own discretion, in which 
the department reposes eutire confidence. 

Very respectfully, your most obedient servant, 
J. R. POINSETT. 

Major General Tuomas S. Jesup, Garey’s Ferry, Florida. 


DrvartMent or War, October 31, 1837. 


Sir: It gives me great pleasure to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 22d instant, con- 
taining the gratifying intelligence of the capture of Powell, and other important personages of the Semi- 
noles; and I trust that a sufficient number of troops have, by this time, reached Florida, to enable you to 
act with energy, and to compel the rest of the nation to sue for peace. 

[ have to request that you will write weekly, at least, to the department, by the opportunity now 
offered by the steamer Poinsett. 

Very respectfully, your most obedient servant, 
J. R. POINSETT. 


Major General Tuomas S. Jesup, Garey’s Ferry, Florida. 





DepartMeNt oF War, November 10, 1837. 


Sir: Your letters, dated the 4th of this month, were received yesterday afternoon, but too late to be 
answered by that day’s mail. I hope that the repeated assurances, contained in my former letters, that 
the acceptance by the department of the proffered mediation of the Cherokees must not in any manner 
delay your operations, will relieve you from any embarrassment on that account. The object on our part 
was, if possible, to induce the Florida Indians peaceably to submit to the terms proposed to them by the 
government, and to fulfil their treaty stipulations, and remove west. Any talk that does not tend to 
effect that object promptly is idle, and you are at liberty not only to suppress Ross’s talk, but to send the 
Cherokee chiefs home, if they hesitate to urge those terms upon the Seminoles. If they agree to address 
the Seminoles in language that you approve, you can send your talk with theirs, promising the kindest 
treatment if they will deliver themselves up. I agree with you entirely that this last effort to spare the 
further effusion of blood should not be made until the troops are in position. It is our duty to neglect no 
means of saving this deluded people from the destruction which awaits them if they persist in their 
obstinacy; but iy only hope is an active and vigorous prosecution of the war. 

I received, at the same time with your letters of the 4th instant, one of the 29th ultimo. 

I should much regret if the expedition confided to Lieutenant Powell cause you any embarrassment, 
or deprive you of any material part of your force. The service you wish him to perform is at variance 
with the views of the department in sending him to the Everglades. He shall be again instructed to 
co-operate with you as far as the two objects are compatible, and, of course, be placed under your orders; 
but it is expected that he will be permitted to’ carry out the views of the department, which he will impart 
to you on his arrival in Florida. 

Unwilling, at this distance, to interfere with your plan of campaign, I will confine myself to calling 








your attention to the importance of capturing the women and children of the hostile Indians. 

I hope, by this time, that more officers have joined the army. They shall be sent in as fast as they 
can be gathered in from the duties in which they were engaged. 

Isend you a statement of the number of tents sent and on their way to Florida, It is to be hoped 
they will prove sufficient; but I regret that the army should be without them at the commencement of the 
campaign. 

Very respectfully, your most obedient servant, 





J. R. POINSETT. 
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Number of tents ordered to Florida since August 10, 1837. 
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Destination. When ordered. Hospital | .Wal! | Common When turned over to the | Hospital Wall | Common 
tents. | tents. | tents. | quartermaster at Phila- tents. tents. | tents. 
| | delphia for shipment. | | 
cw, | ee ee ae ee ee | bien | 
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DO cccorccccccccccccvvcccs Atigust 24, 1837.00. 28008 | 12 | 100 | 400 | Sept. 10, 1837.....ccccclece eee vcee| 20 | *83 
O55 c 60s anae eve aesneeles Sept. 21, 1837.... sees! 6 50. | BUOF | MEDks) Diy LlOPradeccmels | cosinecceets 64 180 
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i edieisieinracsisuninesn [seeeeececeeseeseeeaeeeanes coeeteeens Lesaeaiins Sere | Det: 25, 1ST... 00000 GC feseeeseeee| tf 
MAM ANBAYss0ntcoutccwse senses | August 10, 1837.....se00 seeeceeees 22 | 67 August 15 and 17, 1837 “ aieecaaaae | 22 | 67 
‘LL ACCOR REtr ek Corre re } Atigust: 30, TE37..sesic0s0e 10 lemeromeeats On ocL: Sept. MASS cc cice teas TO" shaven cdeces Jecccvccccs 
DO e600 devine veenee cece Sept. (Zi, WSSi...<<esees 8 | 150 | $00 Oct. By TBST cccccccces | S lvedsccsecs Se 
Bp eae nesses Sinise sic wnr oe ce onielta te cislens cicesie widens si kewicielcieleeeis Lee emiconnons leaceacioess E@ets “Ba kOMiacce. Scselsncciessee ae | faseeaweass 
2 | ee eee fee ree | 
* On board the Hunter; lost on the bar of St. John’s. t Now on their way. 


This statement shows the number of tents sent to Florida since the 15th of August last, and is in 
addition to the number sent there at different times prior to that date. 





DepartMENt or War, December 1, 1837. 

Si: | received your letter of the 22d ultimo yesterday afternoon, and hasten to say that the great 
amount of force expected from Georgia was uncalled for, and cannot be retained in the service. Such an 
additional number of mounted men will break down your army, destroy all the resources of the country, 
and consuine the forage and provisions collected for the supply of the troops calculated for. I consented 
to receive a larger amount of this deseription of force than [ thought essential to your success, because I 
did not wish to cripple your operations; but this great and unexpected accession of them will place us 
here in the unenviable situation of knowing you to be deficient in supplies, without the power of relieving 
your wants. The estimates were based upon less force, and if an act of appropriation should be delayed 
the supplies must stop, and the whole army be made to suffer. The number of irregular cavalry which 
you called for to compose the four columns did not exceed seven hundred men, and the estimates, although 
made for a much greater number, were not intended to meet so great an increase as you will have in the 
field at this time. 

Very respectfully, your most obedient servant, 
J. R. POINSETT. 


Major General Tuomas 5. Jesur, Garey’s Ferry, Florida. 


>s>— 


Department oF War, December 2, 1837. 


Sir: Alarmed at the immense accumulation of volunteer mounted men in Florida, and seriously appre- 
hensive that we might not have the means of maintaining them in the field, I wrote you a hurried letter 
yesterday, directing the Georgia militia to be discharged. If, however, you find that you can better spare 
the Alabama or any other troops, you can select the best. I do not think your operations would be at all 
retarded, or your army less efficient, by limiting the number of mounted men to two thousand, including 
the regular cavalry, or, if absolutely necessary for escorts, the number may be carried up to two thousand 
mounted volunteers. The amount of that description of troops now in the field, if the Georgia volunteers 
be still there, is more than double that number, which appears to be disproportionate to that of the troops 
of all other arms, and likely to be productive of great inconvenienée and expense. I am not disposed, as 
you know, to jeopard the success of the campaign by the exercise of an ill-judged economy, but the atten- 
tion of the public has been called to the immense expenditures occasioned by this war, and they have 
become a matter of investigation by Congress, and we are called upon by our sense of duty and regard 
for the reputation of the service to avoid the appearance of lavish or unnecessary expense. I am aware 
that the most rigid investigation which can be instituted will prove only the faithful and honorable manner 
in which every branch of the army has discharged its duties in the cabinet and in the field; but if we 
retain an unreasonable amount of the most expensive description of troops longer than their services are 
required, we shall be liable to the accusation of disregarding the public interests intrusted to our charge. 
The manner in which the volunteers have everywhere obeyed the call of their country, and by their eager- 
ness to serve in this war have led their officers to exceed the call made upon the States, is highly creditable, 
to them, and is fully appreciated by this department; and, in declining their services at this moment, it is 
governed only by a sense of its paramount duty to the country. It has been represented that the volun- 
teers, on entering the service, have had their horses appraised, some at the exorbitant price of three 
hundred dollars; thus attempting to establish a claim for this unreasonable rate of compensation for any 
loss they may hereafter sustain. It may be proper to inform all such persons that it is the determination 
of this department, unless otherwise directed by the laws that may be passed for indemnity against such 
losses, not to allow more than one hundred and twenty dollars for any cavalry horse that may die in the 
service. General Jackson, from whom I received a letter this morning, speaks in high terms of the 
character of the men and officers composing Major Lauderdale’s battalion; I have no doubt you will find 
them highly serviceable, and it may be well to keep this force entire. 

Having understood that the irregular cavalry were marching through the country with an extra- 


ordinary quantity of baggage, requiring an immense amount of transportation, | have directed the acting 





Sr 
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quartermaster general to extend some fixed regulation on that subject, which is not to be departed from 
by those charged with the administration of that branch of the service. 
Very respectfully, your most obedient servant, 
J. R. POINSETT. 


Major General Tuomas S. Jesup, Garey’s Ferry, Florida. 





DrErartMENT OF War, December 16, 18387. 


Sir: I had the honor to receive in due season your letter of October 3, stating certain particulars 

connected with the organizing of the regiment of friendly Creek warriors, and with the appointment of 
the officers who commanded them, and asking a reconsideration of the decision against paying them 
according to the ranks they severally held. Press of business has till now prevented me from giving you 
a reply. 
In the cases of these officers the question is not whether they perform well and faithfully the duties 
of the ranks in which they served, and are in equity entitled to the pay and emoluments of those ranks; 
on these points there is no doubt. The difficulty arises from the want of legal authority for directing 
such payments to be made; indeed, such a direction would be directly opposed to the positive injunctions 
of existing laws; and if the surgeon general, or any other officer, has been paid under similar circumstances, 
it has been without the knowledge of, or an expression of an opinion by, the department. 

The power of the President to organize the Creek regiment as he thought proper in the Territory of 
Florida is not doubted; but I can find no authority for taking officers of the line from their appropriate 
commands, and placing them, with increased rank and emoluments, in volunteer corps. 

At as early a period as practicable, your request that the subject be referred to Congress shall be 
complied with. 

Very respectfully, your most obedient servant, 





J. R. POINSETT. 
Major General Tuomas 8. Jesup, Garey’s Ferry, Florida. 
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DerartMENT oF War, January 4, 1838. 


eh 


GeneraL: A correspondence has taken place between this department and the governor of Florida, in 
reference to the payment of certain Florida militia, which you will find designated in the enclosed 


‘ 
© 
+ 


documents. 

I have to request that you will inform me by what authority these troops were called into the service, 

when the call was made, and what was the necessity for it. 
Very respectfully, your most obedient servant, 


J. R. POINSETT. 


Major General Tuomas 8. Jesup, Garey’s Ferry, Florida. 


Department or War, February 3, 1838. 


Sm: Advices have been received of devastations having been committed by small parties of maraud- 
ing Indians upon the property of the inhabitants of Middle Florida. You will, therefore, as soon as prac- 
ticable, direct the commander of the division nearest that part of the Territory to detach a sufficient force 
for its protection; and give instructions that the troops assembled by Colonel J. Gadsden, for the defence 
of his neighborhood, be received into the service. 

It will be well to give the necessary instructions to the governor of Florida to call out a specified 
and limited number of men, whenever the occasion may require a resort to such a measure for the protec- 
tion of West or Middle Florida, unless you are able to detach sufficient force for that purpose from the 
division in your rear. It is believed that the troops now in Florida are sufficient to enable you to provide 
for the defence of the entire Territory. 

Very respectfully, your most obedient servant, 
J. R. POINSETT. 


Major General Tuomas S. Jesup, via Garey’s Ferry, Florida. 





ApguTant Generat’s Orrice, Washington, October 4, 1836. 
Sir: Your communication of the 21st ultimo, with a copy of Lieutenant Colonel S. Miller’s report of 
his recent movements, has been received, and was submitted to the general-in-chief before my return to 


the office. 
Very respectfully, I am, sir, your obedient servant, 


R. JONES, Adjutant General. 
Brevet Major General Jesup, United Stales Armu, Tallahassee, Florida. 
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Apgutant Generat’s Orrice, Washington, October 8, 1836. 
Sm: If the marine corps shall be required for duty in Florida, the general-in-chief directs that, in 
conformity with the views of the War Department, yeu will order it thither; but if otherwise, you will 
give orders to the commanding officer to march with the whole corps into the Cherokee country, and there 
report to General Wool, and receive his instructions. 
I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
R. JONES, Adjutant General. 
Major General T, 5. Jesup, Commanding, &c., Columbus, Georgia. 





Apgutant GENERAL’s Orrice, Washington, October 11, 1836. 

Sm: A copy of your letter to Brigadier General Armstrong, of the Tennessee volunteers, dated 25th 
August, directing the movement of his brigade to Florida, forwarded under cover of your letter of the 
27th September, has been received, and, agreeably to your request, placed upon the files of the office. 

Your report of Ist October, in compliance with instructions from the Secretary of War, communi- 
cated in my letter of the 27th August, on the subject of Governor Schley’s letter to the President, has 
been submitted to the Acting Secretary of War, and [ have no doubt will be entirely satisfactory to all 
concerned, of which, 1 presume, you will be duly notified by the proper authority. 

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
R JONES, Adjutant General. 


Major General T. 5. Jeser, Commanding at Fort Mitchell, Alabama. 





ApscTant GeNERAL’s Orrice, Washington, October 13, 1836. 

Sir: I have laid before the general-in-chief your communication of the 2d instant, from Fort Mitchell, 

stating the distribution and assignment of the troops recently operating in Alabama and Geergia under 

your command, With regard to the absent officers, 1 am happy to inform you that the President has, 

within the last week, given positive orders to all absentees to join their regiments, and that the general 
order on the subject will be immediately issued. 

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

R. JONES, Adjutant General. 


Brevet Major General T. 8. Jesup, Commanding, &c., Tallahassee, Florida. 





ApsutaNnt Generat’s Orrice, Washington, October 7, 1837. 

Sir: I have the pleasure to acknowledge your communications of the 11th September and that of the 
31st of August, both of which have been laid before the general-in-chief. 

On the subject of recruits, it may be satisfactory to inform you what ineasures have been taken, and 
what may be the prospect of supplying the army in Florida by the lst of November. 

Instead of the three hundred recruits you desire may be sent to Tampa Bay, five hundred have 
already embarked at Fort Monroe (on the 27th of September) for that post, being forty less than the 
number actually required, on the Ist day of September, for the eleven companies of artillery and the four- 
teen companies of the 4th and 6th regiments of infantry then present on that station, and probably two 
hundred less than may be required to fill these ¢wenty-five companies, say on the Ist of November. 

Some days since I understood orders were despatched by Major General Macomb direct to General 

Eustis to send, probably, all the recruits (say seven hundred and fifty) now at Fort Monroe to St. Au- 
gustine. 
On the 25th of September Lieutenant Colonel Cummings, of the 2d infantry, embarked at Fort Hamil- 
ton for Tampa Bay, with four full companies and forty-seven recruits, as supernumeraries, intended to 
supply the vacancies which are anticipated may occur in his battalion during this and all the next month. 
These supernumeraries, however, you can otherwise dispose of, as you may judge most expedient. 

By the 10th or 12th instant Brevet Major Dearborn will proceed to Garey’s Ferry, with sixty 
recruits, to re-enforce his own and Brevet Major Staniford’s company, 2d infantry, being sixteen more 
than those companies actually required to complete the establishment on the Ist of September. He will 
take also seventeen artillery recruits enlisted by Lieutenant Colonel Crane for one of the companies of 
his regiment, (the 2d.) Seeing that company A, 2d artillery, has been recently ordered from Tampa Bay 
to Fort Pike, Louisiana, I have taken measures to fill that company with the recruits enlisted on the 
Ohio, which have been ordered thither via New Orleans. 

On the Ist of September forty-eight recruits were present at Baton Rouge, and I have reason to 
believe that Lieutenant Colonel Foster will, pursuant to instructions he has received, be able to re- 
organize company A, 4th artillery, (which has been broken up some time since,) and that it will arrive 
at Tampa Bay by the 20th of October. 

From this statement it will be seen that one thousand four hundred and twenty-four recruits have 
been put in motion for Florida, without counting the number that may be collected on the Ohio for 
company A, 2d artillery, now at Fort Pike, which, I apprehend, will not exceed thirty or forty recruits. 

The Ist regiment of infantry will, on its arrival at Tampa Bay, require not less than two hundred 
and fifty recruits, the vacancies on the Ist of September being known to be two hundred and eighteen; 
but, as the largest number of recruits have been ordered to St. Augustine, I suppose it will now devolve 
on you to distribute and assign that body, as it was decided not to adopt the arrangement here 
suggested and recommended. 
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I shall continue to look to the wants of the service in Florida, and from time to time hope to 
despatch the recruits that may be required to keep up the establishment. 

I send you a copy of an official memorandum* of the estimate of the regular force calculated to be in 
Florida by the 1st of November. There is one error, at least, which I have recently discovered. You 
will have no marines; the order for their withdrawal from Florida was unknown to me, nor is it on the 
files of the Adjutant General's office. 

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 


R. JONES 


Major General T. S. Jesup, Commanding Army in Florida, St. Augustine. 


Memoranda accounting for the one thousand four hundred and twenty-four recruits mentioned in the above 


letter. 
Embarked at New York, under Lieutenant Colonel Cummings, 2d infantry............ Serer 47 
To sail under Major Dearborn. ..... rrer See er Serre Ty Tree TT ee i ela peeureons re 60 
ee ee eee eee ee er Tee ee rer TT (evekewweees L107 
Under Lieutenant Duncan, for 2d artillery .......... PE Tee ere eee re ee Te Tee Te err eres 17 
Sailed from Fort Monroe, September 27............. (tcc ee RENN Se ea ae eee. “dies er ere 500 
EPEAT MON OI ALMTOC SG casc css dainacice SudTali« bead audaaeeaaa de Aiea th a arate ieee ae 750 
Ordered from Baton Rouge ........... pins @ acdsee ARO bike cea we Pe eT re eee Ts 00 
Total reeruits........ Se ee ee ee ee Serpe A eee ities. See 


Besides the above, forty-four may be collected on the Ohio for company A, 2d artillery, now at Fort 


Pike. 


Apsvrant Genxerat’s Orrice, Washington, October 12, 183°. 

Sir: In acknowledging your communication of the 2d instant, reporting the course pursued with 
regard to the Seminole chief ‘* Wild Cat,” Tam desired by the general-in-chief to inform you that it is 
approved by the Secretary of War. 

I have also the pleasure to acknowledge, in due course of mail, your letter of the 23d September, 
transmitting General Hernandez’s report of his affair with the Indians, at the Mosquito, of the 9th and 
10th September, and of the capture of Philip and Billy, and other Indians, which has been submitted to 
the general-in-chicf. 

Tam, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
R. JONES. 


Major General T. 5. Jescv, Commanding Southern Army, St. Augustine, Florida. 


ApguTant GENERAL’s Orrice, Washington, October 18, 1837. 

Sir: Instead of concentrating recruits at Fort Monroe during this month, the superintendent has 
been ordered to despatch direct all his disposable men to Garey’s Ferry, as you will see by my letter to 
Colonel Cutter of this date, of which an extract is herewith transmitted, 

As remarked in my letter of the 7th, of the recruits ordered to St. Augusine, those now to be sent to 
Garey’s Ferry must necessarily be assigned to companies by the orders of the general commanding in 
Florida, except, perhaps, the detachment of about one hundred and seventy, which T have directed to be 
assigned to the seven companies of artillery now at Garey’s Ferry, and which, on the Ist of September, 
required one hundred and sixty-seven recruits. This first detachment of about one hundred and seventy 
will sail from New York on the 16th, and will be commanded by Major Dearborn. The sixty recruits for 
the two companies of the 2d infantry, with seventeen artillefty recruits, were to have sailed yesterday, 
in charge of Lieutenants Casey and Albertis, who belong to the companies. 

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
R. JONES, Adjutant General. 

Major General T. 8S. Jesup, St. Augustine, Florida. 





Anscutant Generat’s Orrice, Washington, October 14, 1837. 
Sir: The general-in-chief directs me to inform you that, should you deem it expedient, the company of 
artillery (E of the 2d) now at Fort Mitchell, Alabama, may be ordered to Florida, or relieved by one of the 
companies now in the Territory. Should you see fit to do so, you will please to give the necessary orders. 
I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
R. JONES 
Major General T.S. Jesve, Commanding in Florida, S!. Augustine, Florida. 


Dated August 29. 
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Apsutant GrneraL’s Orrice, Washinglon, October 16, 18387. 

Sir: Your report of the 27th ultimo, from St. Augustine, is this day received and submitted to the 
general-in-chief, 

With respect to the recruits you wished pushed on immediately, I have the pleasure to refer you tomy 
letters of the Tth and 13th instant, by which you are informed that several detachments were put in motion, 
and it is hoped that some of them will have arrived in Florida before this reaches you. 

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
R. JONES. 

Major General T. 8. Jesur, Commanding, dc., St. Augustine, Florida. 


Apsutant GENERAL’s Orrice, Washington, November 3, 1837. 

Sir: Thave the pleasure to acknowledge the receipt of your several letters, respectively, dated the 
19th, 21st, and 23d of October, communicating the highly satisfactory intelligence of the seizure of Powell, 
Wild Cat, and other influenti: il chie fs, with many Indian warriors of the hostiles, all of which have been 
laid before the major general. 

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, :; 

R. JONES. 
Major General T. S. Jesur, Commanding, &c., Florida. 


Apsutant Generaw’s Orrice, Washington, November 10, 1837. 


Sir: In your letter of the 231 ultimo you remark: “If the foree were only here now, [the recruits, ] 
the war, I am sure, might be closed in two weeks, but I fear it will not arrive until the time of action shall 
have passed;” and, in your previous letter, (of the 21st,) you regret that a portion of the expected force 
had not arrived early ji in October, so as to have enabled you to re-establish the posts of Volusia and Fort 
Mellon. As reg ards the lime of the arrival of the fresh troops intended for the service in Florida, I have been 
directed by Major General Macomb to inform you that the Secretary of War, being well acquainted with 
the southern climate, after mature deliberation, deemed it most prudent to defer the departure of the 
re-enforcement drawn from the seaboard to the latest period consistent with its timely arrival for the cam- 
paign, which, you are aware, he had decided should not be opened (designedly on our side) sooner than in 
the first week of November. The health of the troops, deemed by all of the first importance in a vigorous 
prosecution of the campaign, as well as to justify the hope of a successful issue, dictated the policy ‘of the 
delay to which you have referred. 

An earlier concentration of fresh troops during the sickly season, in unhealthy parts of Florida, the 
Secretary considers to be extremely hazardous, and, therefore, it has not been permitted. 

I am gratified to be able to say that more than 1,000 recruits, he greater part well instructed, will 
have reached Garey’s Ferry probably by the first day of this month; and, save the dangers of the sea, about 
1,100 good infantry of the line, part instructed recruits, will have arrived at Tampa Bay in all October. 
Colonel Twiggs, with 230 well- mounted dragoons of the 2d regiment, ought to reach Jacksonville, Florida, 
by the 31st of October, and another det achment, perhaps equal to a company, not mounted, which pro- 
ceeded from Jefferson Barracks to Tampa Bay, via New Orleans, ought now to be there. 

Herewith I respectfully annex a copy of the official statement A, of the regular force in Florida on the 
lst day of October, taken from the September returns, and also the additional regular force which has 
joined and been ordered to re-enforce the Florida army. You will see I make your effective force, army 
and marine corps, 3,787, but say 3,500, which exceeds your estimate mentioned in your communication of 
the 21st ultimo by 1,500. Should the statement prove more correct than your estimate, I am sure no one 
will be more gratified than yourself, as your force would exceed your expectation. 

On the 28th of October, 54 recruits sailed from Fort Monroe, and on the 3d instant 151 recruits 
embarked at New York for Garey’s Ferry, and I hope 250 more may sail before the close of the month. 
Brevet Major McClintock and several subalterns, with about 100 soldiers of the Florida army, who are 
restored to health and now at Fort Hamilton, are under orders for Garey’s Ferry. 

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 


R. JONES, Adjutant General. 
Brevet Major General T.S. Jesur, Commanding. Army in Florida, Garey’s Ferry, Florida. 
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A. 


CS ded 


Memoranda of the regular troops and marines serving in Florida on the 30th of September, 1837, agreeably to 
returns received at the Adjutant General's office, and also of the recrwits and other regular force ordered to 


re-enforce the Florida army. 
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* Three companies and detachment. } Surplus, 122. 
REMARKS. 


1. Of the total regular force in Florida, reported “ present and absent,” on the 30th September, to wit: 
2,050,300 discharges on account of expiration of service, will take place, inclusive of the 31st of Decem- 
ber ; but an equal or greater number of recruits will be forwarded during the next forty days, and it is 
calculated they will join faster than discharges will take place. {Of this number of discharges, (300,) those 
of the Ist regiment of infantry are included. ] 

2. Of the 384 absentees of the veteran part of the Florida army, as stated on the 30th of September, 
more than one hundred will have left Fort Hamilton and Fort Monroe before the 18th instant. Of the 111 
absentees of the fresh troops, of which 105 are of the 2d dragoons under Colonel Twiggs, it is probable 
more than one-half may join. Of the 205 recruits reported “absent,” all may reach Florida by the 15th 
or 20th instant, 54 of that number having sailed from Fort Monroe on the 26th and 27th of October, and 
151 on the 3d instant embarked from New York. 

3. The fresh troops which may be considered “ present” on the 3lst October, should the transports 


have reached their destination in safety, may then be computed as follows : 


Mounted detachment of 2d dragoons from Jefferson Barracks (3 companies ) under Colonel Tompkins 235 
tlh hosed oes cc an f deen’ MEE EEE ee ree S ee eeeerrc ere eee 250 
Four companies of the 2d infantry, under Lieutenant Colonel Cummings........ WTOC Te Tre 204 
a eee eee ee ieceiat TT Te rT TT TOTTTTT TT Cee Tet Tee 689 
| REE eee ee ere MERE ER eA dee RAS ON ERE REE ONG SSW RRR CORR AIS twas 2 
Fresh troops and recruits present in Florida, November 1............ reer ee TT ere .. 2,382 
Add 205 recruits now at sea.................. Vineeteed seks errr ere Teer eT Tere 205 
Total number of the additional regular force sent to Florida............ (iced eeeekecnsatess See 
4. To this fresh regular force (2,587) add, of the veteran force in Florida, for service in the field 
eer ee (Raee A bs ere ee eer TT Tree ee eT Tee eee » 41,200 
Total regular effective force for the Florida campaign........ enkeaws Wktevebneteccce Bae 


It is hoped the above available force may be realized ; the data seem to justify it. 
[ Note.—To be under rather than over the computed efficient force, call it 3,500 instead of 3,787. ] 


R. JONES, Adjutant General. 
Novemser 9, 1837. 
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Memoranda of the number of recruits ordered to re-enforce the army serving under the orders of Major 
General Jesup in Florida. 


FROM NEW YORK HARBOR. 


47 under Colonel Cummings, sailed September 25 for Tampa Bay. 
60 under Lieutenant Casey, for second infantry, (F and K,) sailed October 12 for Garey’s Ferry. 
17 artillery recruits sailed October 17 for Garey’s Ferry. 
235 under Major Dearborn, sailed October 17 for Garey’s Ferry. 
151 under Lieutenant Allen, second artillery, sailed November 3 for Garey’s Ferry. 
Total, 510 recruits from New York. 


FROM FORT MONROE, 


500 for Tampa Bay, September 27. 
20 under Lieutenant Mackall, October 2. 
104 for Garey’s Ferry, October 15 and 16. 
54 for Garey’s Ferry, October 28. 





Total, 1,278 recruits sailed from Fort Monroe in September and October. 








RECRUITS DESPATCHED BY WAY OF THE OHIO AND MISSISSIPPI. 


*60 from Newport, Kentucky, under Lieutenant Ruggles, to Fort Pike, October 19. 
50 from Baton Rouge, under Colonel Foster, at New Orleans. 


Total, 110 on the 19th, on the way to Tampa for company A, fourth infantry. 


RECAPITULATION. 

POON HOW TOM ccc cs sn cee ee eT ROT ee Tee eee eee ere eT eee eee er Ce Te . 4510 
ri as Sonatas bce laa Rea DAA MAA SE WA OER TROD ERRORS . 18s 
ct te Ee oe Teer re eee TT Ter rer reer ee rere Ter 60 
From Baton Rouge, Louisiana............0.eceeeeeee REPO Te Te Te eee eee Tee Te eT TT oT « 50 
Whole number of recruits sent to Florida from September 25 to November 3............50-000- 1, 889 
Deduct 41 recruits which joined company A, second artillery, at Fort Pike...........0..000 008s 41 
1, 857 

340 

2,197 


R. JONES, Adjutant General. 
Apgutant Genrrat’s Orrice, November 9, 1837. 


Memoranda of recruits sent to Florida since the above statement. 


80 recruits from New York, under Lieutenant Duncan, sailed for Garey’s Ferry November 27, 1837. 
170 recruits fromNew York, under Captain Backus, sailed for Garey’s Ferry (via Savannah) Decem- 
ber 9, 1837. 
(25 invalids from Fort Hamilton November 27, and 80, under Major McClintock, November 23.) 
90 recruits for the first infantry, under command of Lieutenant William Hoffman, sixth infantry, 
and Lieutenant Wooster, fourth artillery, sailed from Fort Monroe on the 20th of December for 
Tampa Bay, Florida, (schooner Empire.) 


Total, 340 


R. JONES. 





Apsutant Generat’s Orrice, Washington, December 7, 1837. 
Sir: The enclosed letter of November 28, to the Secretary of War, from Britton Evans, captain 
United States volunteers, is respectfully referred to Major General Jesup by direction of the general-in- 
chief. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
R. JONES, Adjutant General. 


Major General Jesur, Commanding Army of the South, Garey’s Ferry, Florida. 


* Company A, second artillery, recently ordered from Tampa Bay, and now temporarily stationed at Fort Pike, Louisiana, 
will be filled up from this detachment of recruits, and the rest sent to Florida, 
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Apsutant GeNERAL’s Orrice, Washington, December 13, 183°. 


Sir: From the tenor of your recent communications, relative to the sufficiency of your present force, 
the general-in-chief considers that it will be unnecessary at this time to send more recruits for the army 
in Florida. Since my letter of November 10, 250 recruits have been despatched, (170 for Tampa Bay, 
via Garey’s Ferry,) and about 70 more will in a few days sail direct from Fort Monroe for that post with 
instructions that they be assigned to the first regiment of infantry, which is greatly reduced. The 
artillery and infantry being pretty well re-enforced, unless you should think it expedient to request more 
recruits, our efforts will now be directed to filling the ranks of the other regiments. 

Your letter of the 27th ultimo, relative to the remarks contained in your letter of October 23, 
(answered November 10,) has been submitted to the general-in-chief ; and if your remarks were misap- 
prehended at the time, the letter just received satisfactorily explains your intention ; and, agreeably to 
your request, it has been filed away with your prior letter dated October 23. 

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
RN. JONES, Adjutant General. 
Major General Jesur, Commanding the Army in Florida. 


ADJUTANT GENERAL'S OFrice, Washington, December 22, 1837. 


Sir: Your communication of the 2d instant, covering the proceedings of a general court-martial in 
the case of Licutenant George Forsyth, second dragoons, which sentences him to be dismissed the service 
of the United States, has been received and submitted to the Secretary of War, by whom they have been 
duly considered and approved. 

I am directed by the general-in-chief to say that, at the instance of his friends, the Secretary of War 
has thought proper to offer Mr. Forsyth the alternative of resigning his commission instead of promul- 


gating the sentence of the court. You are accordingly desired to inform Mr. Forsyth that you are 


authorized to accept and forward his resignation. 
I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 


R. JONES, Adjutant General. 


Major General Jesvr, Commanding Army of the South, Garey’s Ferry, Florida. 





a Apsutant GENERAL’s Orrice, Washington, January 4, 1838. 
Sm: The Secretary of War directs that Henry Edwards, a recruit of the army, who was one of the 
detachment conducted to Garey’s Ferry by Major Dearborn, be discharged from the service. You will 
please to give the necessary orders accordingly. 

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 


R. JONES, Adjutant General. 
Major General Jesctr, Commanding Army of the South, Fort Mellon, Florida. 





ApsvTant GENERAL’S Orrice, Washington, January 4, 18388. 

Sir: The Secretary of War directs that officers who have the superintendence of clothing depots in 
Florida be each allowed a non-commissioned officer or soldier of the army to assist them in the performance 
of their clerical duties. You will please to give the necessary orders in the case. 

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
R. JONES, Adjutant General. 
Major General Jesup, Fort Mellon, Florida. 


ApsuTant Generat’s Orrice, Washington, January 23, 1838. 

Sir: I herewith respectfully enclose a copy of my letter of this date to Brevet Major McClintock, by 
which you will see that the general-in-chief considers it unn. sessary to take further action in the case, 
as heretofore indicated might be proper by my communication of the 27th of November. 

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
R. JONES, Adjutant General. 


Major General THomas 8. Jesup, Commanding the Army in Florida, Fort Mellon. 


Apsctant Grnerat’s Orrice, Washington, January 25, 1838. 


Sir: Mrs. Thompson, the widow of the lamented Colonel Thompson, is very desirous to obtain, if 
practicable, the remains of her husband, who has recently fallen in Florida, for the purpose of having 
them removed to the city of New York; and so far as the army can, consistently with the practice of the 
service, lend its aid for the accomplishment of this object, the general-in-chief would be gratified to sce 
it exerted. Any assistance, therefore, which the commanding officer most convenient to the place of 
interment of the remains of Colonel Thompson can render upon this occasion, it is not doubted, will be 
promptly accorded whenever the friends of the deceased may take the initiatory measures necessary for 
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the purpose. I will send a copy of this letter to General Armistead, or the commanding officer at Tampa 
Bay, for his information, &c. 

I am, sir, very ‘yespectfully, your obedient servant, 

R. JONES, Adjutant General. 


Major General T. 5S. Jesup, Commanding Southern Army, Fort Mellon, Florida. 





Heapgvarters, Apalachicola, October 13, 1836. 

Sim: I arrived here yesterday evening, in nine days from Fort Mitchell, and shall depart to-day for 
Tampa Bay with about three hundred regular troops and Washington volunteers. The marines and other 
troops, amounting to between three and four hundred, will follow as soon as they can get down the river. 
The operations in Florida will be greatly retarded for want of supplies. Colonel Lane writes me that 
there are barely sufficient at Tampa Bay for its present garrison. The rapid fall of the Chattahoochee 
prevented me from getting down as many supplies as I expected to send or take from Columbus and Fort 
Mitchell; but I have ordered from New Orleans all that may be necessary. They cannot arrive, however, 
before the Ist of November. In the meantime, the most that can be accomplished with the means at our 
disposal shall be effected. I can hardly express to you the embarrassment I have felt and still experience 
for want of officers in every branch of service—in the medical department particularly. I have often to 
send off detachments without any medical attendance whatsoever. Not one of the medical officers 
promised by the surgeon general has joined me. I shall consider it my duty to bring them to trial for 
their delay the moment they join. 

Letters addressed to me at St. Mark’s will reach me sooner than if directed to any other post, as I 
shall establish a communication by steamboats between that place and Tampa Bay. 

Lane has had a handsome affair with the Indians, and he reports that the country about Tampa Bay 
is clear of them for twenty miles around. 

I have the honor to be, sir, your obedient servant, 
THOMAS S. JESUP. 

Hon. ©. A. Harris, Acting Secretary of War, Washington City. 


'. Marx’s, Florida, October 25, 1836. 

Sir: I arrived here to-day, on my way to Apalachicola, to ais forward the troops and supplies. 
A large steamboat, loaded with forage and subsistence, has been recently sunk at Pensacola; the supplies 
must be replaced, which will cause delay. Governor Call, I am informed, is at Fort Drane, actively 
engaged in forming a depot of forage and subsistence, preparatory to a forward movement. I shall 
concentrate at the mouth of the Withlacoochee, if practicable, the regular troops from the Creek country 
with the Alabama volunteers; if the measure be found impracticable, from the inaccessibility of that 
river, I shall concentrate them at Tampa Bay, and the moment the necessary pack-horses can be obtained 
I shall move forward to co-operate with the governor. 

I have this moment received the distressing intelligence of the death of Colonel Lane, of the Indian 
regiment. In a moment of temporary derangement of mind he put a period to his existence. I never 
met a man of more professional promise; his loss will be severely felt on the campaign; I have not been 
able to learn the particulars of his death. 

I have the honor to be, sir, your obedient servant, 
THOMAS 8S. JESUP, Major General. 

Hon. Secretary oF War, Washington City. 


Hrapquarters, Volusia, December 5, 1836. 

Sir: After a rapid march of between five and six days I arrived here last night from ries Bay, 
where I found Governor Call, with the Tennessee brigade, the Indian regiment, and a few regular troops 
and Florida volunteers, amounting, all together, to about two thousand men. 

Your instructions to me of the 4th ultimo, to take the command of the troops in Florida and the 
direction of the war against the Seminoles, have not yet been received, but Governor Call has given me 
a copy of them, and will turn over the coramand to me the moment the necessary returns can be prepared. 
I shall enter upon the duties assigned mc avithout the confidence of success entertained by the members 
of the government, or the hope of fulfilling the expectations of the President or the country. All that 
man can do shall be done, but I can pron.ise nothing more than to do my duty faithfully; other troops 
will be required, and th: it immediate ‘ly, otuerwise a failure is inevitable. The term of service of at least 
two hundred of the regular troops will, I am told, expire in the course of this and the next month, and 
not a man will re-enlist. The tem of service of the Tennessee brigade will expire, a part on the 18th 
and the remainder on the 3ist cf the present month, and they will insist on going home. I shall then 
be left with troops barely sufficient to defend the necessary depots, without any for active service in 
the field. 

I requested the governor of Alabama, some time ago, to detach a force of five companies, either 
volunteers or drafted militia, fur service in this Territory; and also to complete Lieutenant Colonel 
Cawlfield’s battalion of twelve months’ volunteers to a regiment. I also requested Governor Schley, of 
Georgia, to detach a regiment of twelve months’ volunteers , the services of which had been offered me 
last fall, but which I did not then feel myself authorized to accept. I have not heard from either of the 
governors, probably from the difficulty of communications reaching me. If the force asked from them 
should be sent me, it will supply the place of the Tennessecans; and if the sixth regiment, now on Red 
river, could be ordered to T ampa Bay, it would supply the place of the discharges, and enable me, 
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This post I find entirely out of position, but as supplies are already 
collected here J must use it as a depot. Fort King is also out of position; but as you have directed that 
it be occupied, I shall re-establish it if I can spare troops to garrison it. I have already established a 
depot twenty-five miles in advance of Tampa Bay, on the road to Fort King, and propose to establish 
another on the same road at the point which crosses the Withlacoochee. I shall also establish a post at 
Punta Rassa, near the mouth of the Sangbell river, which falls into Charlotte harbor; but to effect these 
important and absolutely necessary ubjects, force is required. A post has been established by Governor 
Call on the Withlacoochee, twenty miles above its mouth. If the Indians should remain on that river, 
another post must be placed near the cove. With these posts established and supplied, the war may 
be carried on successfully by light detachments, operating without baggage, and striking the enemy 
promptly and unexpectedly wherever he may be found. 

As an act of justice to Governor Call, I take the occasion to remark, and I stake my professional 
reputation on the correctness of the remark, that no man could, under the circumstances in which he has 
been placed, have accomplished more than he has done. He had the summer, it is said in the public 
prints, to make his arrangements for a winter campaign; but he could not establish depots without force 
to defend them, and it is to be observed that he entered upon the command under circumstances of 
embarrassment which did not exist when the campaign of last year commenced. He found the country 
exhausted, not only all the positions occupied during the campaign abandoned, but the whole country, 
from the Suwanee to the Atlantic, except Tampa Bay and St. Augustine, occupied by the enemy. His 
plan of campaign was admirable, but there were circumstances which he could not control that prevented 
its execution. If I should fail, (and unless I have more force I certainly shall,) the country can be com- 
pletely defended by mounted rangers only, in connexion with the depots which I propose to establish, 
The rangers should be raised during the present winter, and should have a rate of pay to command the 
services of the best men. The pay of the regular troops, including the officers, should be doubled, to 
secure them the ordinary comforts during their service in Florida. Let me entreat you, as you regard 
the best interests of the service, to impress upon Congress the necessity of putting the army upon a 
better fuoting. I wish nothing myself, and if justice can be done to my brave companions I will cheer- 
fully serve out the campaign without pay or emoluments. I shall commence operations immediately with 
the utmost vigor whici the means at my command will permit, and shall keep you constantly advised of 


perhaps, to end the war this winter. 


my progress. 
With high consideration and respect, I am, sir, your obedient servant, a . 
THOMAS S. JESUP. 


Hon. B. F. Butter, Acting Secretary of War, Washington City. 


Heapquarters Army or THE Sovutu, Volusia, Florida, December 12, 1836. 


Sir: A sufficient supply of subsistence having been received yesterday to enable me to move with 
twenty days’ rations, the army will march to-day. The advance is now moving. At the Ocklawaha I 
shall have the choice of two objects : Micanopy, who is about thirty miles south of the point where I 
shall cross that river, and Powell, who is fifty miles southwest of it. 

I propose, after placing the train safely across the Ocklawaha, to leave a sufficient force to protect 
it, and with the remainder make a forced march and strike either Micanopy or Powell; and if successful 
with the first, immediately attack the other. 

My movements are not in accordance with my own judgment ; they are controlled by the necessity 
of availing myself of the few days that yet remain of the term of service of the Tennessee brigade, and 
I am therefore compelled to march on their route to the mouth of the Withlacoochee, where they expect 
to embark for New Orleans on their way home. This movement will enable me to strike at the two chiefs 
mentioned above, and to cover the frontier; but had I the control of my measures, I could employ the 
force to much more advantage in a succession of attacks along the Ocklawaha, and thence down the 
Withlacoochee. 

Without a strong corps of wagon-drivers, muleteers, and laborers, it is almost impossible to act 
efficiently in this country. The southern militia do no labor for themselves, and consequently cannot, or 
will not, labor for the public. The regular troops are on constant fatigue duty; and a road leading from 
‘amp, and on which we are to march to-day, requiring repair, I sent instructions to General Armstrong 
last night to move forward with his brigade, and cause the necessary repairs to be made. He replied 
that it would be impossible, as his men would not work. I shall therefore be compelled to put this labor 
upon the regular troops; at the same time that I consider southern wolunteers inefficient for many pur- 
poses, it is due to them to say that they are efficient whenever rapid marches are to be made or an enemy 
tu be fought. Add to them such a corps as I propose, and you make them efficient for every purpose. 

Cannot the 6th regiment of infantry, and the companies of the 2d regiment of dragoons already 
raised, be sent to Florida? Volunteers can be more readily obtained for service on the southwestern 
frontier than for Florida. 

I am, sir, most respectfully, your obedient servant, 
THOMAS S. JESUP, Major General, Commanding. 


Hon. B. F. Burier, Acting Secretary of War, Washington City. 


Fort Brooke, December 23, 1836. 


Sir: After writing to you on the 18th instant, I ascertained from my Indian scouts and spies, whom 
I had kept constantly employed in scouring the country, that not a sign of hostile Indians could be dis- 
covered at or near any of their strongholds on the Withlacoochee. All the trails are in a southeasterly 
direction, and Powell, if he has not been deserted by his followers, has probably determined to draw the 
war into the neighborhood of Micanopy, Jumper, and Philip, to compel them to adhere to him with their 
warriors. 
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As the enemy could not be found where we expected him, and the term of service of the Tennessee 
volunteers having expired, I determined to avail myself of the movement of that corps to send the wagon 
train to Tampa Bay for supplies for the depots which I had found it necessary to establish. 

I left Brigadier General Armistead in command of the forces on the Withlacoochee, with orders to 
scour the country from Fort King to that river, and to take the most active measures to find the enemy; 
and I came through with a small escort to Fort Foster, for the purpose of designating the points to be 
occupied as depots, in addition to those already established. I have ordered Lieutenant Colonel Foster 
to erect a work on the Withlacoochee, at the place where the Fort King road crosses it. It will be com- 
pleted in a few days, and a wagon train will leave here to-morrow to supply it with subsistence, forage, 
tools, &c. Learning by express from Colonel Henderson of the arrival of Commodore Dallas, I came 
hither to arrange with him a plan of combined operations for the campaign ; he is several miles below, 
but I expect him here to-day. 

I have established an abundant depot at Fort Foster, twenty-five miles in advance of this place ; the 
fort which Lieutenant Colonel Foster is erecting on the Withlacoochee is twenty-nine miles in advance of 
Fort Foster. Fort Armstrong is fifteen miles further north, near the point where the road from Volusia 
unites with the road to Fort King; the two latter posts command the principal retreats of the enemy on 
the Withlacoochee ; and that at Volusia will be sufficient for the present. 

Should it become necessary to re-establish Fort King, I will cause a strong work to be erected, which 
may be built by a few men, and supply it from Fort Drane. The moment my depots shall be filled, which 
will be in afew days, small as my force is I shall commence active operations in the field, and shall pros- 
ecute them with the utmost vigor until I either beat the enemy or be beaten by him. 


I have the honor to be, sir, your obedient servant, 
THOMAS 8. JESUP. 
Hon. B. ¥. Burier, Secretary of War, Washington City. 


Heapquarters Army oF THE Soutu, Fort Armstrong, January 19, 1837. 

Sir: I have this moment arrived at this post in advance of the troops, having completely swept the 
swamps and hammocks of the Withlacoochee from the Fort King road to Fort Clinch, and I am positive 
that there are no parties of Indians exceeding ten warriors on the river or in its neighborhood. 

The prisoners represent Powell as flying from one hiding-place to another with only three warriors. 
I returned hither with a small escort to make arrangements, in anticipation of the arrival of the troops, 
to carry on an expedition against the Indians on the headwaters of the Ocklawaha; in that expedition I 
had calculated on the co-operation of the 6th regiment of infantry, and its aid will be necessary. Seven 
companies of the regiment have arrived, but Major Thompson, who commands, has received orders to-day 
to return to the Texas frontier; if he return immediately, I must abandon the proposed expedition. I con- 
sider it of too much importance in its bearing upon the successful result of the campaign to be given up, 
and I therefore feel it to be my duty to retain the regiment until its place be supplied by other troops. 

I detached Lieutenant Colonel Foster from Fort Clinch, with five hundred regular troops, Georgia 
volunteers, and Indian warriors, against the Tallahassee and Ogechee Indians, who had fled from the 
Withlacoochee and have established themselves in the swamps south of the mouth of the Withlacoochee; 
and, in consequence of information from Fort Drane, I was compelled to detach Major McClintock with 
the 3d artillery to that post. 

A small battalion of Alabama drafts have arrived at Tampa Bay, but I cannot use them for any mili- 
tary purpose in consequence of the measles prevailing among them. 

The dragoons promised in a communication from the adjutant general had not arrived when I last 
heard from the officer commanding at Garey’s Ferry, nor had the South Carolina drafts. 

The Indian warriors are sickly, and will leave the service on the last of this month, in order to make 
arrangements to arrive in Arkansas in time to plant corn for the next season. 

I have some reason to complain that orders should be published directing recruits in large numbers to 
join, when the men have not been enlisted. A wrong impression is thus produced upon the public mind; 
and where error has gotten the start, it is difficult for truth to overtake it. 

The service is a most arduous one in Florida, so much so that not a man whose term of service 
expires will re-enlist. 

I am happy to find that you have recommended a bounty in land to the soldiers; it should, in strict 
justice, be extended to the regimental and junior staff officers. 

With high consideration and respect, I have the honor to be your obedient servant, 


THOMAS 8S. JESUP, Major General, Commanding. 
Hon. B. F. Burier, Secretary of War, Washington City. 





Heapvquarters ARMY OF THE Soutn, Fort Dade, Florida, February 25, 1837. 


Sir: Since my letter of the 20th instant, several principal chiefs of the Seminole tribe of Indians have 
been here. I spent the greater part of the 23d and 24th either in conferences with them individually, or 
in council with them collectively. Holahtoochee, the second chief of the nation, brother and heir of Mica- 
nopy, represented the nation. He declared that the Indians were tired of war, and were anxious to be 
upon terms of peace and friendship with their white brothers; but they were at present so much dispersed 
that he had not been able to collect all the chiefs, and could give me no answer as to their determination 
in regard to emigration. Micanopy desired him to say to me that the army had driven him into a bad 
swamp, distant from the good land on which he had formerly lived, and he hoped to be permitted to remain 
there. I replied that I was ready to give him and his people peace, and that the United States would 
execute the treaty in good faith which had been made with them, and that they would be secured in their 
lives and property; but that he and his chiefs and warriors must distinctly understand that emigration 
was an indispensable condition; that I would not discuss any proposition which was not based upon that 
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condition. He replied that he was not instructed by Micanopy on that point, but that he, as well as the 
whole nation, was desirous of peace. I informed him that [ conld treat only with Micanopy; that I had 
expected that chief on the 18th, and had been disappointed; that 1 expected him still, and would not make 
peace unless he would come in. Holahtoochee promised that Micanopy would come in, and appointed 
next Saturday, 4th of March, as the day on which he should appear. 

In the meantime the hostile Indians north of the Withlacoochee and the road to Volusia are to be 
withdrawn to the south of that line, and are not to pass to the north of it until peace shall have taken 
place or hostilities be recommenced; nor are they to go to the east of the St. John’s. 

Twelve hostages, one of them a nephew of Micanopy, have been left with me, and the chiefs started 
to-day on their return to Micanopy. 

As Lam sure that force alone will compel the Indians to emigrate, I consider it my duty to continue 
the most active preparations for immediate operations; and, if negotiation should fail, I shall be able to 
take the field with every means and equipment complete on the 5th of March. 

At least five hundred warriors were represented by the chiefs present, and as I have twenty-seven 
negro prisoners, the property of Micanopy, | entertain strong hopes that he will come in, and this perplex- 
ing and harassing war be brought to a close. 

I promise nothing, however, but unremitted exertions; and I have the honor to be, sir, your obedient 


servant, 
THOMAS 8S. JESUP. 
Ifon. B. F. Burter, Secretary of War, Washington City. 


Hrapquarters Army oF THE Sours, Fort Dade, March 7, 1837. 

Sir: When the Indian regiment was raised in the Creek country for service in Florida, it was dis- 
tinctly understood by them, as well as by me, that they were to be allowed to return to Alabama in time 
to remove to the country assigned to them west of the Mississippi before the season for planting their 
corn. Ihave found it necessary to retain them in the service up to this time, and it is important that 
they remain until the Seminoles remove. Had they left me on the Ist of February, according to the assu- 
rances given to them, I must have called into service at least two regiments of militia or volunteers to 
have taken their places, at a heavy expense; besides, there would have been much loss of time in dis- 
charging the Indians and bringing into service the militia. From a careful consideration of all the 
circumstances in which I found myself, as well as from the situation of the enemy, and the nature of the 
country in which we were operating, | was decidedly of opinion that sound policy, as well as considera- 
tions of economy, made it proper to retain the Indian force. To induce them to remain, I assured them 
that if they should be detained beyond the planting season, the United States would not only subsist 
them for twelve months after their arrival west, but, in addition to that period, until the time of gather- 
ing their crops next year. By the arrangement which I have made with them a considerable sum _ will 
be saved to the treasury in the end; and I respectfully ask that it be approved by the department. 

I have put under cover to the adjutant general the articles of capitulation of the Seminvle nation. 

Ihave allowed them liberal terms, in which I have consulted good policy as well as humanity. To 
have permanent peace, the conquered should be satisfied that we intend to deal justly by them. To pre- 
vent any bad faith on their part, or to punish it if attempted, I consider it to be my duty to be prepared 
to strike at once, and with decisive effect. I therefore continue active preparations for the field. 

Captain Harris, of the marine corps, is the bearer of this communication, as well as of that to the 
adjutant general. He is one of the most deserving officers in the service, and I earnestly recommend him 
to the favorable notice of the government. 

I have the honor to be, sir, your obedient servant, 
THOMAS 8S. JESUP, Major General, Commanding. 


Hon. B. F. Butier, Secretary of War, Washington City. 


HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE Soutu, Fort Dade, Florida, March 15, 1837. 

Sir: Thad the honor to receive, on the evening of the 13th instant, your letter of the 11th ultimo. 
It came by the way of St. Mark’s, thence by ship to Fort Brooke, and by express to this place. 

The Indians are entirely quiet; about a hundred and twenty have come into this place and Fort 
Brooke, and I expect others daily. By prudence and firmness on the part of the military, further hostilities 
may be prevented, unless the citizens of the country should act with imprudent violence; but it is doubtful 
whether a large body of them can be induced to emigrate. The chiefs, I believe, intend to act in good 
faith; but it is doubtful whether they will have influence sufficient to control the young warriors. If I 
should find that the emigration of the whole body cannot be effected, rather than risk the renewal of hos- 
tilities on the approach of the sickly season, I shall endeavor to send off those who may be willing to go, 
and perhaps permit the remainder to plant corn and remain until autumn. With the knowledge we have 
acquired of the country, if it were now the first of October, we could force the whole nation to emigrate; 
but it is doubtful whether it can be effected now. If any be permitted to remain, they will be required to 
take a position south of Pease creek, and not be allowed to go to the north of the prescribed line, on the 
penalty of being considered hostile. I have directed Lieutenant Colonel Harney to reoccupy Fort Mellon, 
on Lake Monroe, and build storehouses and collect supplies, so that in the event of the renewal of hos- 
tilities, I shall be able to move into the heart of the enemy’s country, and remain there. 

The depots of Fort Foster, Fort Dade, Fort Armstrong, and Fort Drane, are well supplied; so is the 
depot at Fort Clinch, near the mouth of the Withlacoochee, and of Fort Call, at Volusia. There should be 
a depot in advance of Tampa Bay, on the route to Pease creek, and another at the mouth of the Coloosa- 
hatchee; but I cannot spare force to occupy them. I hope they will not be necessary. 

With high consideration, I have the honor to be your obedient servant, 
“HOMAS 8S. JESUP. 


Hon. B. F. Burier, Secretary of War, Washington City. 
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Heapquarters Army or THE Soutn, Tampa Bay, April 9, 1837. 


Sir: I had the honor to receive, yesterday, your two letters of the 20th ultimo.. 

The war, I hope, is over; at all events, there is but little danger of a renewal of hostilities, if the 
troops be held in readiness for immediate action, and the inhabitants of Florida act with ordinary prudence. 
Should, however, any attempt be made to seize the Indian negroes, or to arrest any of the chiefs or war- 
riors, cither as criminals or debtors, an immediate resort to arms would be the consequence. 

Several of the principal chiefs are in this neighborhood, with detachments of their people. Micanopy, 
Holatoochee, Yaholoochee, (Cloud,) Coacochee, (Wildcat,) John Cawiga, and several sub-chiefs and 
warriors, left me yesterday for the emigrating camp. Coacochee is the son of Philip, the principal chief 
on the St. John’s river; his influence is greater than that of his father; he is decidedly the most talented 
man I have seen among the Seminoles, aud should, and no doubt will, be the principal chief of the nation. 
He promises that Abiaca, the chief of the Mickasukies, with his people, shall come in. He returns to the 
St. John’s to collect his cattle, and will start his father and all his people immediately to the emigrating 
camp. 
The chiefs entered into an engagement yesterday to surrender the negroes taken during the war. 
They will deliver them to the commanding officer of the posts on the St. Jolin’s. 

The Indians, generally, will emigrate; but the measure will be tedious, and, in all its preliminary 
steps, expensive. A few thousand dollars judiciously applied, as a compensation to the chiefs of energy 
and influence, would save, in the end, I am persuaded, fifty times the amount thus expended. 

When the emigration of the greater part of the nation shall have been effected, strolling vagabonds 
will remain, probably, and annoy the frontier inhabitants. To restrain them, I propose to re-establish 
Fort King, and establish a post between Fort Drane and the Suwanee. Fort Drane being in a very 
unhealthy section of the country, its garrison must be withdrawn early in June. 

One or two posts, with small garrisons, may probably be required on the Atlantic coast south of 
St. Augustine. ‘ 

The garrisons of Forts Mellon and Call must be withdrawn by the Ist of June, in consequence of the 
unhealthiness of the sites of those forts. 

In regard to the topographical information which you require of me, it becomes my duty to report to 
you that although two officers of the topographical corps had been assigned to my command by orders 
published to the army, and both actually reported to me, one was withdrawn without entering upon duty, 
and the other a few days after he joined me. I have, therefore, but few materials for a topographical 
sketch and memoir of the country which has been the scene of my operations. 

I came hither without any knowledge of the country, and there were no guides to be obtained on 
whose information any reliance could be placed. The only guides from whom correct information has 
been obtained are Indians and negroes whom I captured. 

We have possessed Florida sixteen years; during the whole of that period we have had a topograph- 
ical corps on the register, and borne on the army returns; but the officers have been taken from their 
appropriate duties and employed upon those purely civil; the consequence is that we have, perhaps, as 
little knowledge of the interior of Florida as of the interior of China. 

I have directed my aide-de-camp, Licutenant Linnard, to collect and arrange such data as are acces- 
sible, with a view of making as complete a report on the subject as practicable. 

I have the honor to be, sir, your obedient servant, 
THOMAS S. JESUP. 


Hion. J. R. Pornserr, Secretary of War, Washington City. 





Heapquarters, Jampa Bay, Florida, April 11, 1837. 


Sm: I had the honor to receive this morning your letter of the 27th of March, approving the arrange- 
ment made with the Creek chiefs for the subsistence of themselves and families after their arrival at their 
new homes in the west. 

I received yesterday evening official information of the removal of the families of the Creek warriors 
to Mobile Point. I had been previously informed of the excitement in the Creek country, and had seen 
an account in the newspapers of the removal of the Creek families, but was not aware of the brutal 
treatment which those families had been compelled to submit to until I received the reports of Lieutenants 
Reynolds and Sloan to Major Wilson, whom I had sent to Mobile Point to inquire into the circumstances 
preceding and attending the removal, copies of which are enclosed. 

I have explained to the chiefs that the measure adopted was the only one by which their families, and 
those of their warriors, could be secured from insult. Some are satisfied, but others are not; and what 
effect their dissatisfaction may have on the Seminoles, I am not prepared to say. 

The Creek families were plundered of the greater part of their property, and it is no more than 
justice that they be remuncrated. I will endeavor to satisfy them, if possible, and send them off by 
detachments, as I get the Seminoles off. 

I have the honor to be, sir, your obedient servant, 


THOMAS S. JESUP, Major General, Commanding. 
Hon. J. R. Poinserr, Secretary of War, Washington City. 


Fort Morean, Mobile Point, March 31, 1837. 


Masor: In obedience to your call for information respecting the causes which led to the removal of 
the families of the Indian warriors now in Florida from the Creek nation, and the losses sustained by 
them in consequence of such removal, I have to state, in answer to the first, that I am entirely ignorant 
as to any just. cause for such a measure. My Indians were perfectly friendly and obedient—were ever 
ready to carry into effect any measure or requirement I might deem necessary to make—with the exception 
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of a few residing near to the late chief Tuskeneha’s residence, and they were not at all times otherwise 
disposed; but at periods, when Tuskeneha put forth his influence, under the guidance of some few designing 
white men, I have had trouble. When the settlers became agitated by the depredations committed on the 
plantation of Dr. Battle, on Cowiga creek, I deemed it prudent and proper to allay their fears by calling 
in their rifles. I appointed a day for that purpose, and attended in person for the reception of those of 
Jim Boy’s and Elkahajo’s warriors: all were forthcoming. The day subsequent was allotted for the 
handing in of Tuskeneha’s people. From the previous conduct of Tuskeneha, | was apprehensive my 
re quirements would not be complied with, in which event Mr. Felton, my principal assistant, was directed 
to repair to Tuskegee, and report the result. My anticipations being realized, I arrested Tuskeneha that 
night, and brought him to Tuskegee, where he was detained three days, during which period twenty-one 
rifles were handed in, and he made perfectly sensible of his situation. Ue was permitted to return to his 
house, since when | have experienced not the slightest difficulty; he has done much towards bringing his 
people into camp. These facts were duly reported to Captain Page, the emigrating’ Creek agent and 
commanding officer of the nation. 

On the evening of the 9th of February, after the warriors of Licutenant Sloan’s camp had been placed 
on the pickets at Tuskegee, a company, under Captain Harrold, returning by the old Federal road, halted 
at the house of Anne Cornell, a half-breed Indian, secured and carried away two free negroes and an 
Indian boy, besides setting fire to and wholly destroying all her houses, fodder stacks, and movable 
property generally, including three hundred dollars in bank bills — This, sir, I have from the suffering 
woman herself, and who is now on the Point, subject to interrogation by yourself. The stolen Indian, I 
am happy to say, subsequently made his escape, and is also with me. 

On the 19th ultimo I was informed a body of troops, under the command of Captain Welbourn, 
usually styled general, were within two miles of my camp, whither it was their intention to repair for the 
purpose of scouring it, and making prisoners of all the warriors. Captain Brodman was the bearer of 
Captain Welbourn’s intention, and also a request for me to meet him at Durant’s stage stands, on the 
edge of Calleby swamp. Fearful some depredations might be committed upon the Indians, I repaired 
without loss of time to the place appointed, and, much to my chagrin and mortification, found some six 
or eight of my warriors already prisoners. 

I demanded of Captain Welbourn his authority for thus invading my camp. His reply was, THE 
porte. I solemnly protested against the measure, that it was unnecessary and impolitic; the faith of the 
government was pledged to the warriors in F lorida, that those re maining behind should be wholly unmo- 
lested by the citizens, and placed under the protection of the government; that I was the agent sent them 
by the government, and felt bound, and was determined, to protect the Indians. I was then given to 
understand the object of their march would be accomplished, notwithstanding my protest. I then begged 
Captain Welbourn to appoint a committee to wait on me at the issuing-house at three o’clock p. m., when 
I would pledge myself to present all the warriors of my camp. To this they also objected, and were 
still determined to drive the camps. Finding such to be their purpose, I deemed it prudent to co-operate 
with them, in order to prevent alarm, and save the Indians from being driven into the swamps, but not 
from any good will to my unwelcome visitors. Captain Welbourn was willing to adhere to any course 
that I would suggest. Stratagem and deception were my only resort to carry into effect the object in 
view, to wit, a continuance of good faith on my part to the Indians. I therefore advised the immediate 
release of the warriors in custody, and the continuance of the forces beyond the Cabeebee swamp, there 
to remain until the arrival of a messenger from me. I had an understanding with Captain Welbourn that 
we should take a formal parting, and when he should again make his appearance I would positively insist 
upon his retiring, without molesting the Indians that he might find assembled for the purpose of being 
mustered, (an every-other day’s practice.) This I considered the only course of preserving my standing. 
At two o’clock the temporary chiefs reported their people ready for roll-call, when I despatched a messenger 
to Captain Welbourn, who, in a short time, with four companies, three of which were mustered into the 
service, viz: Captain Welbourn’s, Captain Harrold’s, and Captain Young’s, and a Mr. Park, with a com- 
pany of citizens from Russell county, surrounded my issuing-houses, much to the amusement of the 
Indians; for, instead of being alarmed, they were delighted at what they considered an unnecessary 
movement towards making them prisoners. I had stationed my interpreter near, in order that everything 
that transpired might be communicated to the Indians; which being done, they appeared perfectly satis- 
fied with the course that I had pursued. I then assured them their being made prisoners was not the act 
of the government; on the contrary, General Jesup would not countenance such proceedings; to remain 
perfectly quiet, and everything would end satisfactorily. Their reply was, they looked to me for pro- 
tection; that thus far it had been afforded, and they knew the government would not now desert them. I 
reassured them all that General Jesup had promised their chiefs would be rigidly adhered to. They 
appeared, and, I have every reason to believe, were, satisfied. 

I stated to Captain Welbourn that inasmuch as the warriors were in bondage, and taken away from 
their wives and children, protection should be afforded the latter; that I, as also the Indians, were appre- 
hensive the soldiers would annoy them. He gave me positive assurance that they should not be molested. 
In order to satisfy Captain Welbourn, (who appears more anxious to gain the applause of his disor gan- 
ized soldiery than the public good,) I called the roll, and found, of two hundred and fifty-three warriors, 
fourteen absent, some of whom had been excused from attending muster in consequence of sickness, old 
age, &c. He was satisfied with the order of the camp, or rather so expressed himself to me. A little 
after dark I heard the report of a musket in the direction of Thlobthloecco town, (Jim Boy’s.) I stated to 
Captain Welbourn it was unusual to hear a musket or rifle fired in the camps at that hour; I was appre- 
hensive some mischief was being done by his troops, and begged a party might be despatched to ascertain 
the cause. Few moments had elapsed after making this requisition, when a second report of muskets 
was heard in another direction. I then told Captain Welbourn he afforded me no protection. The warriors 
were restless, telling me my tongue was forked, and, for the first time, I was holding bad talk. Captain 
Welbourn headed a party in person, and set out in the direction of the firing. About eleven o’clock he 
returned, and informed me an old man was killed and a little girl wounded; that the marauders belonged 
to a Mr. Park’s company of citizens, of Russell county, Alabama. I demanded of Captain Welbourn ‘the 
arrest of the whole of the company, as it was the only course to pursue in order to satisfy my warriors; 
that unless it was adopted, a stigma would rest upon him; and, further, it would be the means of re-estab- 
lishing me in their confidence. He assented, and said positively my wishes should be carried forthwith 
into effect; but such was not the case. On the following morning Mr. Park, together with his denominated 
officers, attempted to make an apology for the offence of their company. I told them the matter now 
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rested with the government; nothing could be done by me but to pacify my aggrieved Indians; which 
was partially done by taking Mr. Park and his associates before the Indians, and pointing them out as 
the persons having authority over the men who committed the murder. 1 told the warriors notice had 
already been taken of the offence, and of their misfortunes; that an express had been sent to Fort 
Mitchell with all the facts connected with their sufferings; that these men, Mr. Park and his associates, 
now regretted the occurrences of the night, and were willing to make any atonement for the losses 
sustained. The acting chief of Jim Boy’s town (Hillishajo) replied it was out of their power to bring 
life back; he therefore would leave it to me to say what was best to be done. I told them the old man 
was dead—died violently, it was true—but life could not be restored; we therefore must submit. The 
reply was, if I was satisfied, they were; I told them no, far from it; but we were obliged to submit in 
this case, but justice should be rendered. General Jesup would not suffer them to be imposed upon. 

Previous to this, in company with Captain Welbourn and Hillishajo, I visited the house of the aged 
murdered man, who proved to be Loch-chi-Yahola, about ninety years of age, who had been excused, 
owing to the infirmities of age and deafness, from attending muster at the issuing-house; found him lying 
in one corner, shot in the breast, and his head literally stove in with, as I supposed, butts of muskets. 
With some difficulty I obtained permission for the son of Loch-chi-Yahola to leave the chain of sentinels. 
I afterwards found the little girl, who had been slightly wounded in the leg by a musket ball. She is the 
daughter of Cock or Texico, of the Ufalla town, about fifteen years old. She stated the men wished to 
ravish her; she refused, and ran towards a thicket which was near by, when she was fired at. I am happy, 
however, to say she has entirely recovered. There are two warriors by the name of Catcho Texico 
belonging to the Ufalla town; the father of the girl is with me, the other is in Florida. Upon prosecuting 
my inquiries further, I learned the same men had in several instances accomplished their diabolical views 
upon the frightened women, and in many cases deprived them by force of finger-rings, ear-rings, and 
blankets. Many of their women and whole families, under a state of alarm, ran to the swamp, where the 
major part of them are still, and no doubt viewed as hostile. I have used every possible means to draw 
them out without success. The most prominent measure adopted was causing staves, with white muslin 
attached, to be carried through the camps as a token of friendship. The question, (with the officers of 
the several companies,) what was to be done with the warriors? now presented itself; nine of twelve 
were in favor of removing them to Tuskegee. I formally protested against it, and proffered to leave the 
nation with my whole party rather than consent to a separation of my people. It was some time before 
they assented to my proposition; as soon as informed of their assent, I repaired to Montgomery county 
and consulted the citizens residing in the vicinity of Mount Meigs, who readily acceded to my wishes, 
and aided in the selection of an eligible situation for encamping. On my return I communicated with the 
Indians, gave them the choice either of going to Tuskegee as prisoners, and separating from their families, 
or leave the nation with them. There was no hesitation; they preferred the latter; and in thirty-six 
hours afterwards, with but four five-lorse teams, my party, of upwards of 1,900 strong, were on the 
march. On the 22d instant I arrived at and encamped near Mount Meigs, without any murmuring or 
discontent, except regrets for loss of property and suffering for the acts of the guilty. 

The excitement of the settlers in the immediate vicinity of Polecat Springs, Captain Young’s com- 
pany, and a portion of Captain Welbourn’s, against the Russell county men, was so great that, so soon as 
it was ascertained my camp would be removed, they deemed it prudent to leave at the earliest period, 
taking with them some eight or ten ponies stolen from the Indians. Of this fact I was informed by 
persons who met them on the road with the ponies in their possession. Indeed, the conduct of this party 
was of the most outrageous and disgraceful kind; even persons in the public employ, and the stores, were 
wholly disregarded. One of the former was most violently beaten and otherwise maltreated, and stores 
for the subsistence of Indians were taken by force. 

As to the main inquiry, to wit: the probable loss sustained by the sudden and forced removal of my 
Indians, I answer, it is impossible to form a correct estimate within the time required, but can do soin a 
few days, as it will be necessary to call upon the heads of families under the superintendence of their 
respective chiefs. I am convinced their losses were heavy in ponies, cattle, corn, furniture, and farming 
utensils, &c. 





GEORGE G. REYNOLDS, 
First Lieutenant United States Marine Corps and Military Agent. 


Fort Morcan, Mobile Point, March 31, 183. 


Sir: In answer to your inquiries in relation to the outrages that have been committed on the families 
of the Indian warriors serving in Florida, and the loss of property incident thereto, I submit the following 
report : 

In consequence of a disturbance that occurred at the plantation of Dr. Battle, on the Cowiga creek, 
about the latter part of December last, thirty miles distant from the camp under my control, (Echo 
Harjo’s,) I ordered the warriors forthwith to surrender their arms and remove within a smaller compass, 
so that they might be more immediately under my observation. This movement was made, not from a 
belief that the depredations were committed by my Indians, (for I have nc doubt it was the remnant of 
the old hostile party that had never surrendered, ) but to appease the citizens, and prevent any intercourse 
with my camp, some of whom had previously been hostile, and sixty-three guns were deposited in my 
quarters. 

This order was promptly obeyed, and all of the old camp of Echo Harjo’s Indians and a few of those 
that had surrendered were encamped in less than half a mile square; the rest precipitately left the camp. 
They remained in this situation till the 5th of February, when I found my camp suddenly surrounded by 
an armed populace, headed by a Mr. Garmigan, and a party of citizens from Georgia; a Mr. Park at the 
head of the citizens from Russell county, Alabama, and a Captain Morris, of Franklin county, Georgia, 
that had recently been mustered into the service of the United States. The Indians, indiscriminately, 
were immediately driven up around my quarters, and there guarded until twelve o’clock the next day, 
without provisions, and in most instances without a blanket to shelter them from the inclemency of the 
weather. 

I protested against their conduct as inhuman, uncalled for, and contrary to the solemn pledges of the 
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government; and that it would be more honorable and soldierlike to punish the aggressors, than to harass 
a few unarmed friendly men, women, and children. After pillaging several of the Indian houses of prop- 
erty, and in one instance of money, they determined to remove the Indian men and boys to Tuskegee, and 
place them within the stockade under a strong guard, and permit the women and children to. remain 
immediately around my quarters. The guns belonging to the Indians were also carried away by them, 
and have not been returned. I have since understood they selected the best for their own private use. 
On the same evening my camp was again visited by two companies of citizens from Pike and Barbour 
counties, Alabama, headed by a Mr. Curry and a Mr. Harrold; the latter company was that day mustered 
into service. After some conversation I succeeded in satisfying them that no great danger was to be 
apprehended from a parcel of women and children; and after remaining until about midnight, and plun- 
dering the houses of the Indians that had been abandoned, they left to join their associates in arms about 
five miles distant, where they that night had encamped with the Indian men and boys. We had a respite 
from this time till the 20th of February, when Park and his mob returned, and, after parading through 
the camp, took six men that had been frighte ned off on his previous visit; and if the statement of some 
of his own men can be credited, stole two mules and a hor se, and perhaps some ponies, and left the camp 
on the 21st. A Lieutenant Ash, with a detachment from Captain Morris’s company, arrived at the camp 
and surrounded it, and, after searching it thoroughly, left for Tuskegee without making any discoveries 
of a very alarming character. On the next ever ling I received a note from Captain George (whose com- 
pany was also in the United States service) and Lieutenant Ash, informing me that on the next morning 
they had determined to remove the women ‘and children of my camp to Ti uskegee. As I was that day 
making an issue of provisions for five days, 1 begged them to defer it for four days, until they could 
consume their provisions; as no wagons were furnished for their transportation, it would be impossible 
for them to carry it. I requested to hear from them that night by express. No intelligence was received, 
and I was convinced they adhered to their determination, and on the morning of the 23d ordered the 
Indians to prepare to remove to Tuskegee, and in half an hour the whole camp was on the march. In 
consequence of having no means of transportation, I directed them to deposit their effects in my quarters, 
&c., until wagons could be procured to remove them to Tuskegee; but in the meantime the house was 
broken open and plundered of most articles of any value. 

We had proceeded alone within four miles of Tuskegee, before we met the companies that were to 
guard us. They escorted us to Tuskegee and encamped the women and children around the pickets under 
a guard, where they remained until the 7th of March, when they were marched off by the same company 


to “Montgomery, Alabama. 
The following is the description and value of the property that has been lost, as far as can be ascer- 


tained in so short a period: 


145 Indian ponies, (average value $30)..... eer eee Te Tee Te TT ee eT ee er 
GO head of cattle, (average valuc $12) ...6ccccscecsccessecessoncesss OTT Cero rT TV ere ; 720 00 
200 hogs, (average cr ae, ee Oe ee ar ee ee ee ee ee eee ee 600 00 
100 bushels of ee at $2 per bushel..... ree te er ee ee TTT TCT TT er 200 00 
100 bee-hives, at $2 per hive................ ; PPECEELODD KG ieee heew eS wnat errs 200 00 
Cooking and farming utensils, and crocke ry Mie rise esccnceuws ee ere ee 200 00 

63 guns, (aver PN hone ksnseied de vesiseds ikrnceee rer r eT eT ee 630 00 
Sacrifice in hurried sales of property......... eer eee eee eereve Ty eer .. 1,200 00 


: 250 00 


... 8,350 00 


money stolen from Tallow-wWar-Barjo. .....004c0scccnscessescesvecreceesas ion Pens 
PEELED SASSER GER KERER Oe Siete sdens peter iet TTT TTT Te eT 


Very respectfully, &c., 
T. P. SLOAN, Lieutenant and Military Agent. 





Heranquarters Army oF THE Soutn, Tampa Bay, May 8, 1837. 


Sir: I have the honor to enclose a copy of a despatch just received from Lieutenant Colonel Harney, 
who commands at Fort Mellon, on Lake Monroe. The great body of the Seminole nation are concentrated 
in that part of the country. Powell will be highly useful in bringing the Indians in, and in hastening 
their embarkation. Nothing is now to be apprehended, unless it be the imprudence of citizens of Florida. 
The officious interference of some of them has already embarrassed the service, and from the public papers 
I discover that certain citizens of Florida, who, I presume, were unwilling to trust their persons nearer 
to the Seminoles than Charleston, are denouncing me and my measures, 

I have only to say, in reply to them, that I can have no agency in converting the army into negro- 
catchers, particularly for the benefit of those who are evidently afraid to undertake the recapture of their 
property themselves 

Micanopy, Jumper, and Cloud, are here with a part of their people. Holatoochee is collecting his 
people, and will be in by the 20th. Alligator’s people were assembled, but dispersed in consequence of a 
report that they were to be executed so soon as they should place themselves in our power. They are re- 
assembling. 

I am, sir, respectfully, your obedient servant, 
THOMAS 8. JESUP, Major General, Commanding. 

Hon. J. R. Potnsert, Secretary of War, Washington City. 


- Fort Me.ion, East Florida, May, 1837. 

Sir: The chiefs Coehahjo, Tuskeneha, Ossinyahholoh, (Powell,) and the Wildcat, (Philip’s son,) ar- 
rived yesterday, with a great many of their warriors and women. Philip is too sick to go about, and of 
course did not attend here; but his son represents him, (a smart fellow.) Sam Jones has not yet come in, 
but was expected last night. I will not close this letter till I know whether he has arrived or not. The 
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council which they held terminated well; there was not a man present who made any objections to the 
talk whic th Micanopy sent them; his word is law, and none dare to deviate from it. 

Coe Hajo begs me to say to you that he has the same talk now that he had when he was with you, 
and begs you to give them time; they were hurrying all they could, and if you do not push them, every- 
thing will go on without any trouble. I had a private talk with them last night, and they are all anxious 
to eet off as soon as possible; they dislike to start for Tampa before the people all assemble. 

I have this moment learned that Sam Jones was at council; (they told me last night, but I did not 
know the name.) Coe Hajo expects his brothers in every hour, ‘and I will pledge my life that all will go 
well if indulged a little longer. Coe Hajo and Powell are now with me. Powell slept in my tent last 
night with me, and they both say that they are almost sure that it will not be more than a week before 
they are all on the road to Tampa Bay. He says that he told you that he would be at Tampa Bay by this 
time, but it was impossible; and he begs you not to think that he is not an honest man, for he has done 
all he can, and has succeeded in getting them all together, except a few who are scattered, and that they 
(the main body) will not wait for them if not here before a week. Some of the scattered people will go 
immediately to Tampa, and not come by this place. 

Coe Hajo is encamped about twenty miles from this place. Powell is about 15 miles from this; he 
will join Coe Hajo, where they will all remain till they start for Tampa; they encamp right on the road 
to Tampa. Coe Hajo wishes me to say to you that he ‘has got strong men to help him—meaning Tuske- 
neha, Powell, and Wildcat—and that they all put their he +2 together to do business. 

In your last letter you say you do not wish me to let them deal with the sutler. This placed me in 
a very awkward situation. I told them some time since that I would send the boat for gvods for them; 
they begged me to do so, as they are literally naked, many of them; of course, they all expected to be 
allowed to purchase some clothing. I directed the sutler not to trade with them; but from the representa- 
tions and importunities from the chiefs, and the opinion of the officers, I thought it advisable to permit 
them to trade, inasmuch as there is hardly a shirt apiece for those that want them. ‘The sutler has 
hardly any thing in his store, compared with their (the Indians’) wants. If they had anything like a 
full supply, I w vould have sent them off. I know that if you were here you would not have persisted, and 
I beg and hope that you will approve the course I have pursued. 

Your idea is, that it may be the means of some delay; but I know that it will not be the means of 
one moment’s delay. They will be in the neighborhood at least five or six days, and they will buy every- 
thing the sutler has before to-morrow night. One of the parties expected has this moment shaken hands 
with me. They arrived at Cochahjo’s camp last night. Some of his band are yet behind; but as he has 
not all the chiefs here, he will return immediately for the balance. The chief who has just arrived is 
Tuckelochehahjo, with 73 warriors. I have been trying to learn from those now present the number of 
warriors in this part of the country; and, to my great surprise, I find that there are not less than twenty- 
Jive hundred red warriors—guod warriors—and not including lads, &c., or negroes, who fight as well as 
the best of them. 

P, S.—More news: The chief just arrived is Hicks; he has about 70 warriors still out, and he states 
that he was on his way to Tampa, with his whole party or band, when he was met by Captain Bell. He 
asked Captain Bell to go with him to his camp, where he had a paper from you. When going there, the 
officers were talking among themselves, and saying how they intended to secure him; that they would tie 
him, put him in chains, &e. He understood what they said, and concluded that they intended to kill him in 
some way, and, of course, he determined to escape from them if he could; and that he would rather be 
shot by them than to be in irons, when he was trying to do the best he could; and that he had received 
the talk from Micanopy, and as soon as he could get his people together he started for Tampa, and would 
have been there long since if he had not met that foolish man. 

Everything is going on as well as can be expected, considering the nature of the country and their 
numbers. You can form an idea of the numbers of the women and children. The chiefs cannot tell me 
how many negroes they have belonging to them; they do not wish to turn over the negroes belonging to 
the whites till they are about to set off for Tampa, as many of them would run away before they could be 
brought in. 

I hope you will be able to make out the sense of this letter. Ihave a great deal to say, and they 
coumunicate in such a manner to me, and so many different subjects, that 1 am a good deal confused, 
and am compelled to stop, though I have told you everything of importance. 


Major General T. S. Jesup, Commanding in Florida. 








Heapquarters Army oF THE Soutu, Zampa Bay, June 7, 1837. 

Sir: The military operations of this campaign were attended with complete success. The Indians 
were driven from all their strongholds north of this place and Hopopka lake, and hostilities had entirely 
ceased. Individuals travelled unarmed in all directions in perfect security, and Seminoles were employed 
as guides to surveying parties, and as expresses. But the measure of emigration has entirely failed. 
Soon after the Indians had begun to settle in this neighborhood, the measles, ‘which had prevailed in the 
army duriis the winter, broke out among them, after “which very few came in. The Indian negroes had 
been alarmed by the arrival in camp of individuals who had lost their slaves during the war; most of them 
fled, and but few could be prevailed upon to return. This was the state of things when, as I have already 
reported to the adjutant general, a party of armed warriors seized the chiefs Micanopy, Jumper, and 
Cloud, in their camp about eight miles from this place, on the evening of the 2d instant, and hurried them 
off to the swamps of the interior, I had received, through the principal Creek chief, on the morning of 
the lst instant, intimation that the attempt would probably be made in a few days, by a party of Micka- 
sukies and a small band of Seminoles, to kill or abduct those chiefs. I ordered Major Graham, who was 
stationed with a mounted company and 120 Creek warriors, four miles from Micanopy’s camp, to send out 
spies at night to observe the movements of the Iudians. The major sent two Indians into the Seminole 
cainp on the night of the 1st instant, and though he ordered them to go out again on the night of the 2d, 
they disobeyed “the order or failed to report. The mounted force here and at M: ajor Graham’s camp was 
held in readiness to move «#t a moment’s warning; but it was not until the morning of the 3d that the 
flight of the Indians was known. They had had 12 hours start, and in the state of the country and the 
extreme heat of the weather pursuit would have been useless. 
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The principal Seminole chiefs met me in ceuncil on the Ist instant, and I might have seized them and 
captured their camp; but such an act would have been an infraction of the treaty, and the capture of two 
or three hundred Indians would have been a poor compensation for the violation of the national faith; the 
Indians now have no confidence in our promises, and I, as the representative of the country here, was 
unwilling to teach a lesson of barbarism to a band of savages. Besides, Micanopy and Jumper will be 
worth more to us where they are than if they had been seized. The Mickasukics and the war party among 
the Seminoles have appointed Sam Jones principal chief of the nation. Were Micanopy confined, all the 
warriors might be induced to acquiesce in the appointment; but he has a powerful party, who will exert 
themselves to support his tottering authority, now he is with them; and should he not be able to control 
the Mickasukies, he will, at least, detach a large portion of the Seminoles from them. 

To have made a durable peace would have been an easy matter. The Indians felt themselves beaten, 
and were tired of the war. One month ago I could have made a treaty with them as permanent as that 
with Great Britain, and have restricted them to any limits I might have assigned them. But the scheme 
of emigration I consider impracticable. This is the first instance in our history in which we have attempted 
to transfer Indians from oue wilderness to another. On all other occasions the white population has been 
pressing and crowding them out before we have attempted to remove them. To rid the country of them 
you must exterminate them. Is the government prepared for such a measure? Will public opinion 
sustain it? If so, resort must be had to the bloodhound and the northern Indian. 

It is probable the war will be renewed by the Mickasukies; but | am making such a disposition of 
the forces under my command as I hope will, at the same time, secure the frontier and preserve the health 
of the men during the sickly season. 

If operations were to recommence in the fall, every preparation should be made to take the fieid by 
the Ist of October. The depots necessary to the most vigorous prosecution of the war may all be estab- 
lished and filled by the Ist of September. The officer who is to be charged with the operations of the 
next campaign should be at once placed in command of the army, in order to make timely arrangements 
for the service. 

I have the honor to be, sir, your obedient servant, 
THOMAS 8S. JESUP, Major General, Commanding. 

Hon. J. R. Poryserr, Secretary of War, Washington City. 


Herapquarrers ARMY OF THE Sovutn, Tampa Bay, June 10, 1837. 


Sir: I have had the honor to receive your letters of the 6th and 17th of last month. Brigadier 
General Armistead had been instructed to discharge all the Florida militia and volunteers east of the 
Suwanee, except three or four mounted companies; but in consequence of our altered Indian relations, 
I have called on the governor of Florida to place at my disposal a mounted force of from two hundred 
and fifty to three hundred men, to protect the settlements cast of the Suwanee, and four hundred men to 
protect the country west of that river. The regular troops and Indians are broken down; the former 
must be kept as quict as possible during the summer, so as to be able to take the field with effect in the 
autumn; and the Florida militia, accustomed to the climate, can perform the duty required to protect the 
settlements during the months of July, August, and September 

If operations are to be resumed in the autumn, all the arrangements should be promptly made, and 
the means organized. The regiments should be placed upon the war establishment of at least a hundred 
men to a company, and the ranks be filled as soon as possible; in addition to which, there should be an 
auxiliary Indian force employed, to be here by the Ist of September; Shawnees, Miamies, and Delawares 
would be preferable to Creeks. The troops and all officers below the rank of major general should receive 
double pay while serving in Florida. And the general who is to command should be immediately required 
to make his arrangements to take the field by the Ist of October, and should be unrestricted as to means. 
If the war be carried on, it must necessarily be one of extermination. We have at no former period of 
our history had to contend with so formidable an enemy. No Seminole proves false to his country, nor 
has a single instance ever occurred of a first-rate warrior having surrendered. Governor Coppinger is 
said to have expressed the opinion many years ago, that the captain general of Cuba had not force enough 
to control the Seminoles. Ido not consider them quite so formidable as the governor believed them to 
be, but I am very sure they may, if they choose, give us employment for two campaigns. They are now 
generally south of this place and Fort Mellon; but when the garrisons of the interior posts shall be with- 
drawn, they will no doubt reoccupy a portion of the country whence they have been driven. I shall 
continue preparations for another campaign vntil I hear from you; and, in the interim, I have the honor to 
be, sir, your obedient servant, 
THOMAS 8S. JESUP, Major General. 
Hon, J. R. Porxserr, Secretary of War, Washington City. 


Heapquarters Army or THE Soutu, Zampa Bay, June 15, 1837. 


Sir: Since my letter of the 10th instant, one of my spies, a friendly Creek chief, who has relations 
among the Seminoles, and who had gone out under pretence of inviting them to join the Creeks, but in 
fact to gain information as to the design of the Seminoles and Mickasukies, has returned, and, from the 
facts which he has communicated, I do not entertain a doubt of the determination of many of the Indians 
to recommence hostilities whenever an opportunity may present of striking a decisive blow, either against 
the settlements, or at our trains or interior posts. I enclose the substance of his statement, marked A. 
[ also enclose the substance of information received through the principal Creek chief, from some Creek 
Indians who left Alabama during the last summer, and had been with the Mickasukies during the winter; 
this statement (marked B) is corroborated by information received through other channels, but, as it 
comes through Indians and negroes, there is no testimony that would convict a white man. If the war 
should recommence, I am clearly of opinion that the individual whose name is mentioned in the statement 
should be removed from the country. 
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If the government persevere in the attempt to remove the Indians, war will certainly ensue, and 
there is no time to lose in making the arrangements necessary to a vigorous prosecution of the next cam- 
paign. The general who is to command should be instructed as to means, and both force and supplies 
should. be ready, to enable him to open the campaign on the Ist of October. The regular regiments here 
should be completed with as little delay as possible, and at least a thousand northern Indians should be 
immediately engaged, to serve during the campaign or to the termination of the war; and as this country 
furnishes no materials from which spy companies can be formed, and as that description of force will be 
absolutely necessary, whether an Indian force be raised or not, I would respectfully recommend that six 
or eight spy companies be raised on the frontiers of Missouri and in the mountainous parts of Georgia 
and Alabama, to serve during the war. 

This country is so extensive, and so entirely destitute of means for the subsistence of white men, 
that extensive lines of depots are required. 

The following posts have been established, and must be kept up during the season of operations. 
They will require, at all times, the force indicated for their garrisons, viz: 


Tenge Day... .. sas pis hota hi ere re ee 200 | Fort St. Augustine......... errr ree 50 
Le | re Seeaeeatants a 2 a a 40 
PO Te 5605 due see nes 'iGeeten Ceks 100 NN 5 600s Sa She as Zhao wee “a 40 
ee Sea So eho Hee eseae Saeed ous CO | Fort Mellon .........4; wiivedwaieee2 160 
Port ACMI. ..2.. .. 645. seiner ki 50° | Port Jacksonville .......ss.. ate) Saaraneics 50 
Port Rings... ...4. (mmcwed ss PRs wees 50 | Fort: Newnansville . ...60. 206606000000 50 
i Eee, Ee ere 100 | - 
POPE TAINS 65s econ Linickveasxe 40 | 1, 140 
POCE RENE edie dei si sets savees 100 | 
In addition to which, the following posts will be required, viz: 
A block-house at Little Hillsborough, to protect the bridge..... Seen ewe ks nae 20 
A block-house on the Alifeu, for the same purpose ............... Seweeekawas ck 30 
rrr Ae ee ee ee ee ee eee 50 
& goat at Fontes Massa, near Charlotte harbor....... oc ic ccwciccccesseeues rere 100 
A Ost ON Tile BOWARC ..060 scsi ceecess UERLESESAK? SESE WOON ads eRenhwes 40 
240 

A post in advance of Fort Mellon, on the St. John’s ............. 0000s ee eee museca, 
Two posts south of St. Augustine, on the Atlantic, each 100 ................ eC err . 200 

Posts required in addition. ........... Vianna deat kels anaes 5 ie Ten a 540 

Pe I OE Naa REDE AOS EERE See ee ere TT eee er 1, 680 
For escorts to protect the necessary trains, and for scouts...... CCE TTT T OTT Toe eee oe 750 

For garrisons and escorts, independent of the force for the field ................22008- 2, 430 


Should the Indians generally remain south, the St. John’s and Indian rivers will afford the readiest 
means of access into their country on the eastern side of the peninsula, and Kissimmee, Caloosahatchee, 
and Pease creek, with a road to be opened to the latter on this side. In a country like this it is impossi- 
ble to combine the movements of different columns or armies with any degree of accuracy; but to prevent 
the enemy from concentrating his whole force at any one point, all his settlements or strongholds should 
be menaced at the same time, and each separate column should be able to beat, or at least to hold in 
check, his whole force, if united. 

The army should operate in four columns, and each column should be perfect in itself. 

The principal column should ascend the St. John’s, with all its supplies, and with steamboats and 
barges of light draught, and with the necessary land transportation to enable it to keep the field for ten or 
fifteen days together. The second column should proceed to Mosquito or Indian river, prepared to pene- 
trate the country either by land or water, and to establish depots in the interior, if necessary. 

The third column should move from this post, open a road into the interior, cross Pease creck and 
the Kissimmee, establishing depots on the route, and penetrate into the heart of the enemy’s country. 

The fourth column should move up the Caloosahatchee or Kissimmee, destroying the settlements of 
the Indians, and, if unable to come up with them, drive them in the direction of the line of*march of one 
of the other columns 

The columns should be composed as follows: 





Ist column—Regular infantry............ peeinermemerne er iain oe 
Regular artillery ........ ee Tee eee e SCT eC e Pee TTC Te Ce TT ETT ere 100 
Oe a ee Le eee eee Tee ee ee ee 50 
COTUEEY, VOUONIOCND 5... oes ees ccsae errr Tre ore Te TT a 
300 
Se NIN a 6k wlan o> ee AAR KENT REG ewnnwes ivan. Se 
Ne ie IN xe chs SESH RENE IK OR sERE Oe es jjeevevaseeeaensarers . 1,300 
2d column—Regular infantry ...... Or eT eT TC eT Tey eee eT Tee eee ere 
ES CREA e we ReRANRN ees A anh se KES aSS SWE COR 50 
Volunteers ....... Tee ee ee eT eee eee TCT TET ‘ 100 
—— 150 
Regular artillery ...... EO eT eee eT eee ee eee ee cmiwds 50 
ne beni akesae eas Kanes weeen Lie pati 200 
ee SR i dis Hema eee PREM a es anss%s Mee TTT Te Ter eT ace siaieaCen 600 
VOL, VII 110 e 
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3d column—Regular infantry ........ Ee Ser ee ee ee eee MWiktiwaiaees See 
RO UEE ES 6450 655s 006 oss in PEN ORCENA TAREE KASS KEEN RES 100 
I ee ee pieteuwdesees rere eee eer ee ee 200 
--—-- 300 
es ee ee [MACKS kekawes wae ade Od tae aeons 50 
Indians ..... SPEER ee ee eee eee Pee eek outa sews (tie bevabereee: Tew 
Ne OE ois sic tavecewenveyad as Peet Teen eee Te TT TT 1,100 
4th column—Regular infantry ........ Pe ee eee eee ey ee ee (seeee se eekee. ° wow 
Regular cavalry........... K.MZKCADUREREE ER SO RRERSS EEEKSSAR TOES 50 
Se eae (eke Peas (eater dev enesaaess 150 
200 
OM ets biwieey in ld uemncameuwp de hauls wees ch uweaen 50 
| SS errr ree ee eee ee eee ere Te eee ‘ives See 
ee paaaieees (RERES. ERKCRREMET Sse eeewas 790 
3,750 
The force required will be as follows, viz: 
For garrisons to protect the country and the supplies..... (enerened Hee PERE mains. ee 
For escorts for trains and for scouts .......... ARM MMe ee Wardle t wikyk HE Tere ee rrr Te 750 
es er er Lktewneheke eRe wells eee ee as 


Thus the effective force required for a successful campaign will amount to................ 6,180 


This does not include drivers, muleteers, mechanics, laborers, &e., all of whom must be hired and 
brought from the northern or western States, for they cannot be obtained here. 

There are lighters and other boats on the Gulf nearly sufficient for the service during another cam- 
paign, and, with a few additional wagons and mules, the land transportation will be complete; but it will 
not be possible to supply, by means of the military trains, the inhabitants of Florida, as has been the case 
for several months past. If those inhabitants are to be supplied, the commissary’s department should 
organize a system of supply for them, independent of the army; and officers of that department, uncon- 
nected with the army, should direct the details, under the orders of the chief of the department. Such 
drudgery should not be imposed upon the army, certainly not upon the general commanding. 

If hostilities recommence, the war must necessarily be one of extermination. The Seminoles pay no 

regard to treaties. The chiefs cannot control their people in any matter which deeply affects their feel- 
ings or interests. The body of the nation have no confidence in us. The Spanish governor, Coppinger, 
assured the chiefs that his government sold no part of the country to us except where “the white man had 
cultivated with the plough and the hoe ;” that all not thus cultivated had been reserved for the Indians ; 
they therefore look upon us as robbers and oppressors, and have determined, as I have been informed, 
almost to a man, to die on the ground rather than leave it. The women, to encourage the warriors in 
their determination—those who have lost their husbands in battle—sell their powder and lead to those 
who desire it for hunting, but distribute it gratis to those who promise to expend it only in war. Such a 
people you may destroy, but cannot readily conquer. It is their interest to be at peace; they desire peace; 
but they will not leave the country. 

I consider it my duty to urge upon the government the necessity of placing the regiments upon the 
war establishment. The companies should consist of, at least, a hundred men, and each company of 
infantry should have an additional officer. If the army be not placed upon a more respectable footing, it 
would be better to disband it entirely, and become tributary at once to the Indians on our borders. As 
at present constituted, though composed of the best materials, it is a mere apology for defence, and can 
never fulfil the expectations of the country. To attempt to carry on the war here with militia and volun- 
teers would be attended with naught but disappointment. Those who have once served in this country 
will not return. Of course, the experience and knowledge of the country acquired in one campaign is not 
available in the next. Our countrymen possess patriotism and courage, and our militia and volunteers, 
if employed in their own neighborhood, or to strike a sudden blow, may be used with effect; but for the 
continued, laborious, and varied duties necessary in the prosecution of an obstinate and distant war, they 
are unsuited, from habits as well as interests, and consequently are not so efficient as regular troops. — I 
repeat, if the government persevere in its policy in regard to the Seminole Indians, we must evel regular 
truops, and immediate arr: ingements should be made for the most v igorous prosec ution of the wa 

And I have the honor to be, sir, your obedient servant, 


THOMAS JESUP. 
Hon. Jorn R. Pornserr, Secretary of War, Washington City. 


Yahola Hajo and five men left John Hopahnee’s camp fourteen days since, to visit some of his people 
among the Seminoles. “We left camp about 12 m. on foot, and travelled in an east-northeast course, on 
a new trail, till night, when we camped. The third day, about noon, we came to a bad boggy place, 
where a horse cannot pass, and were several hours crossing it; the next day we reached, early in the 
morning, a ‘big cypress,’ and crossed it ; beyond were about seven miles of good ground, having passe . 
which, we came to a stream waist-deep, across which was the opening on a li ake where the whites had ¢ 

camp ‘when they turned back last winter, (Tohopkaliga.) After we cleared the opening we came ie a 
piece of low cypress, the bottom very soft and about a mile over ; beyond was an extent of open low 
palmetto of about three miles. Here we had to wind round some lakes. After passing this open place 
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we reached an oak hammock, (a bad place,) and slept there. The fifth day continued over a bad country 
of hammocks, cypress swamps, and boggy places, without crossing any streams until night, when we 
reached a party of Cue Hajo’s people, living in palmetto camps. When we arrived we saw very few men, 
as they had gone to take Micanopy. On the evening of the second day Nocose Yahola came to us, and 
we had a talk with him. He said that his chiefs had given him good advice, which he had not followed, 
and he had suffered for his conduct ; that he had been glad to hear of peace; and that he had resolved to 
surrender himself at once, but the Seminoles told him that he must wait until their chiefs had arranged 
everything before he went in; that he still wished to give himself up, but that the hostiles told him if he 
went against their orders he must suffer for the consequences.” 

When they proposed to kill us, (Yahola, Hajo, &¢.,) Nocose Yahola told the chiefs that we were his 
friends, who had come to visit him, and that they must not hurt us. He told us he knew we came to get 
him out of difficulty, and his wishes were to accompany us, but that he could not get away. Powell had 
raised his people to kill us, but Nocose Yahola represented that we were his town’s people, and interceded 
fur us; Coe Hajo agreed with Nocose Yahola, but Powell still persisted that we should die. Apiakee 
then ordered them not to injure us, when Powell was obliged to submit. Coe Hajo sent us word by 
Nocose Yahola that, ever since his visit to the general, the Indians had threatened his life; that he did 
not know to-day whether he would see to-morrow; but what he told the general he still adhered to. Coe 
Hajo’s men (some of those who took Micanopy) told us that the sub-chiefs had assembled the 200 men who 
seized Micanopy; that they were resolved to die upon their lands; that they intended to retire to the 
“bad place,” (Everglades,) where they would lose their lives in defending it. 

Holatoochee had said, for this summer and the fall and winter, they would have plenty of ammunition, 
but that the next winter they would probably be in want. Holatoochee had 500 men with him. Jumper 
and Micanopy had sent word to the people that they must keep quiet and commit no murders; that their 
land was poor, yet the whites might think they loved it, and let them remain on the little point they 
occupied; if, however, they came to molest them they must defend themselves. 

Jumper, when they were carrying him off, told his captors that formerly when he wanted them to 
fight he could not persuade them to come; they were cowards; they had got very bold now; that he and 
Micanopy loved them, and had come to make peace and save them; that, by carrying them away, they 
made them appear like liars, and disgraced their chiefs. 

The camp reached by us was so near the sea that the Indians said the surf could be heard at times. 
The people intended having a frolic, and then they were to join Holatoochee. Apiakee and Powell had 
their camp about west-northwest from the camp we visited, and about a day’s march distant. 

On the way out one of the men left the party and took a trail which led to where his brother lived, 
whom he wished to see. Some Indians met him on the road and told him he was a spy come to betray 
them, and that he must remain with them. He asked them to suffer him to join Yahola Hajo to tell him 
he had been stopped. They refused until one of his townsmen offered to accompany him, when they 
permitted him to go. He came to us and said that they had taken away his blankets and some of his 
shirts; that he could not get away from them, but would do the best he could; we were obliged to leave 
him behind. The Indians told us that if we attempted to take any women with us we were dead men; 
that if we reached home safely ourselves it was as much as we ought to expect, and we might be disap- 
pointed in that. 

One man left John Hopahnee’s camp shortly after us to overtake us; this man did not reach us, and 
has not yet returned. 

The journey back was over the same road, without incidents of interest. 


The following is the substance of information gathered by the friendly chief, Jim Boy, or Tustemuggy 
Emurthla, from a party of Creek Indians which had been out all last winter with the Seminviles, but which 
had lately come in and joined the people of the friendly chief, John Hopahnee: 

After considerable preliminary conversation, Jim Boy made a remark to this effect: “ Either the white 
people, the Indians, or somebody has been making mischief, which has caused the Seminoles to run off as 
they have just done.” 

To this remark one of the party above referred to, and whose name is “ Athlugee,” spoke, and asked 
if it was Captain Bunce. 

Jim Boy said “may be you have heard something about Bunce ?” 

Athlugee. Yes, I have. 

Jim Boy. Who did you hear it from? 

Athlugee. George, old Cloud’s nephew, and Antonio. 

Jim Boy. What did they say ? 

Athlugee. “Bunce told George and Antonio you Indians are all fools and have no sense; the whites 
only want to get you all in here, when they will send you away off to a very bad country, where all of your 
old people and children will die. You Indians don’t know anything about reading and writing, but I look 
into the papers and see it all. If you wait a little while you will have a plenty of people to come here 
and assist you. The reason the white people want to get you off from here as quick as they can is, 
because they know if you remain that you will have people to come and assist you.” Athlugee further 
stated that, “after George and Antonio returned trom Tampa Bay, (where they had gone soon after the 
treaty was signed at Fort Dade,) they told Bunce’s ‘ talk’ to Holatoochee, Alligator, Cloud, and the other 
chiefs and sub-chiefs present; and that they immediately sent runners to Apiakee, the chief of the Micka- 
sukies, to tell him that they had received a talk from a white man at Tampa Bay, who says that if we 
(the hostile Indians) all assemble, the whites intend us mischief; so that you, Apiakee, must send out 
runners to all the people not to come in; but that they must commit no murders, nor steal any horses, 
&e., and remain quiet; but if the whites come out against us we must fight them. If the whites do not 
interfere with us, we will go about and go to the stores, &c., and trade as we used to do.” Athlugee 
stated that “he was present with Apiakee when the above ‘talk’ was delivered to him; and that it was 
stated that Bunce had enjoined that his name should be kept secret.” 
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The foregoing was taken down as related by Jim Boy to me, by direction of General Jesup, through 
the interpreter, usually called “Cow Toms,” on the 11th of June, 1837; and the information was stated 
by Jim Boy to have been collected from “ Athlugee” the night before the 10th of June, stating at the 
same time that, though “ Athlugee” had come in some time before, he had never conversed with him until 


the period above stated. 
J. A. CHAMBERS, Lieut. Aide-de-camp and Asst. Adj. Gen., Army of the South. 


ITeapquarters Army or THE Sovru, Zampa Bay, June 16, 1837. 

Sir: I have had the honor to receive your two letters of the 25th of last month; and, in reply, I have 
to remark that my measures for the protection of the Indians were not adopted until after the mischief 
had been done. The Indians have been tampered with by interested white men; but, from facts which 
are daily coming to my knowledge, | doubt whether the chiefs could exercise sufficient influence over 
their people to induce any considerable portion of them to leave the country; and if they determine to 
remain, it will depend upon themselves how long they will remain; they cannot be driven out so long as 
they can obtain ammunition, unless we use northern Indians and Spanish bloodhounds. 

We may harass them, and ultimately destroy them, but it will cost as much time and treasure as the 
war carried on by the British government against the Maroons. I have no books to refer to; but that war, 
if I remember right, was terminated by the bloodhounds; and resulted not in unconditional submission, 
but in a treaty which secured both liberty and property to the conquered. Tow far such a policy would 
be proper in the present case I am hardly prepared to give an opinion. The question is surrounded by 
difficulties, view it as you will. The two races, the negro and the Indian, are rapidly approximating; 
they are identified in interests and feelings; and I have ascertained that, at the battle of the Wahoo, a 
negro, the property of a Florida planter, was one of the most distinguished of the leaders; and I have 
learned that the depredations committed on the plantations cast of the St. John’s were perpetrated by 
the plantation negroes, headed by an Indian negro, John Cesar, since killed, and aided by some six or 
seven vagabond Indians, who had no character among their people as warriors. 

Should the Indians remain in this Territory, the negroes among them will form a rallying point for 
runaway negroes from the adjacent States; and should they remove, the fastnesses of the country would 
be immediately occupied by negroes. I am very sure they could be confined to a small district near 
Florida Point, and would accept peace and the small district referred to as the condition for the surrender 
of all runaway negroes, I throw out these hints for the consideration of my official superiors, without 
pretending to offer an opinion as to the propriety of adopting them; and 

I am, sir, most respectfully, your obedient servant, 
THOMAS S. JESUP. 
Hon. J. R. Porsserr, Secretary of War, Washington City. 


Y 


Heapquarters Army oF THE Sovuru, Garey’s Ferry, Florida, August 10, 1837. 


Sir: [had the honor to receive your letter of the 25th ultimo on the night of the 7th instant, when 
ready to take my departure for the Suwanee frontier, I deferred my journey, and proceeded on the 8th 
instant to Jacksonville, to select a site for the depot which you direct me to establish there. 

A tornado, which occurred on the 6th instant, had destroyed the public storehouses and wharf erected 
at Jacksonville last year. The site of those buildings, immediately on the bank of the river, being 
preferable, in my opinion, to any other in the vicinity of the town, I ordered the acting quartermaster, 
Lieutenant Watson, to remove the ruins, and take immediate measures to construct storehouses for two 
hundred thousand rations of subsistence, and sixty thousand rations of forage. 

He will be compelled to bring materials and workmen from St. Mary’s and Savannah; this country 
will supply neither. 

The ordnance depot has been already established here, and cannot be removed without great labor, 
expense, and danger of injuring both arms and ammunition; it must necessarily be continued here. The 
site is a few miles out of position, but it has advantages which obviate entirely that inconvenience; it 
has extensive ranges of storehouses for subsistence and other stores; sheds for hogs, and stables for 
horses; besides, it has a secure harbor in all storms, and steamers and other vessels lie alongside of the 
storehouses and discharge their cargoes, or take them in, without the necessity of wharves. The principal 
wood-yards, too, are on Black creek, and less than half the time is required for steamers to take in their 
wood here than would require on the St. John’s. This place is necessarily the depot for the ports on this 
frontier as far as Micanopy and Fort King, as it is the point where the mode of trausportation changes 
from water to land transports; I therefore consider it advisable to continue it as a principal depot, in 
addition to that at Jacksonville. 

St. Augustine, or a post south of it, must be the depot for the force that may operate from the Atlantic 
coast of the peninsula to the interior. 

The principal depot on the western side of the peninsula will be at Fort Brooke, Tampa Bay; and 
should the troops on that side operate in two columns, a depot for the southern column must be established 
on Charlotte harbor. 

The experience of the last year has demonstrated the superiority of sea or sail vessels over the best 
steamers, as transports between New Orleans and Tampa Bay. The use of steamers on that side of the 
peninsula should be limited to the communication between the posts on the coast, and to the towing of 
vessels on the rivers and in the bays. 

For the supply of this depot and that at St. Augustine both steamers and sail vessels are used; and 
if the supplies be drawn from Charleston and Savannah, it would be difficult to determine which should 
be preferred; the former are more expensive, but are considered by the quartermaster here, Lieutenant 
Clark, more certain, and are therefore preferred by him. If the supplies be drawn from New York, 
Philadelphia, or Baltimore, sail vessels would be preferable, but they should not draw over eight feet 
water. 
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One or two good steamers of light draught will be required between St. Augustine and the stations 
of the troops south of that place on the Atlantic; four on the St. John’s, below Fort Mellon, and two above 
that post, if any of sufficiently light draught can be obtained. 

A good sea steamer will be required to communicate between Tampa Bay and the posts north and 
south; there is one chartered and now in the service which is every way suitable. There are four small 
steamers owned by the public on the Gulf; two are in the possession of the navy, and are believed to be 
at Pensacola. The others are in the possession of the quartermaster’s department. These five boats are 
amply sufficient for every purpose for which steamboats may be required on that side of the peninsula. 

If the war should be protracted beyond the approaching campaign, it would be preferable to purchase 
all the steamers required for the service. When, however, the loss on the sale of them be considered, it 
would be less expensive to hire them, if a single campaign should end the war. 

Previous to receiving your letter I had given directions for the repair of all the barges and flatboats 
in the possession of the quartermaster’s department, and for the purchase and construction of such 
additional number as may be necessary; they will be ready by the Ist of October. 

As to land transportation, I have already written to the acting quartermaster general apprising him 
of the means necessary in addition to those on hand; mules for packing and light two-horse wagons 
drawn by mules, the bodies of the wagons to be water-tight, are preferable for operations in the field. 
Light four-horse wagons, also drawn by mules, should be used to supply the interior depots. A corps of 
industrious, sober, and experienced wagon-drivers, also pack-horsemen, boatmen, mechanics, and laborers, 
are necessary to the efficient operations of the army. 

A dredge-boat is required to remove the bars at the head of Lake George and Lake Monroe. If the 
boat in the possession of the engineer department on this coast could be employed under the direction 
of the officer who has charge of it, those obstructions might be readily removed, and the St. John’s made 
an avenue for the transportation of troops and supplies near two hundred miles. 

In relation to the force which it is proposed to employ in Florida, it is my duty to remark that the 
recruits should, as far as possible, be raised in the agricultural districts of the country; those for cavalry, 
particularly, should be selected with great care from the mountainous regions of Virginia, Kentucky, 
Tennessee, and North Carolina, where every one is accustomed to horses and fire-arms from his infancy. 
In the more populous districts of the country our people are fast losing those military characteristics 
which formerly distinguished them. Where all were once good riders and good marksmen, few are now 
to be found who either understand the horse or the gun, and the term of enlistment is too short to acquire 
with any degree of perfection the use of either. 

The Indians, if they can be obtained, and should arrive in time, will be a most important acquisition; 
without them, success will be doubtful, no matter what our numbers may be; with their aid and that of 
the spy companies proposed, the war may be ended in a single campaign. The hostile Indians are rep- 
resented to be greatly divided in their councils, and it is probable, when-we shall have actually taken the 
field, the party under Micanopy may yield. This probability, however, should not induce us to relax in 
our preparations. 

As to any militia force which may be necessary, it would be impossible to obtain it in companies; 
if drafts, they must necessarily have the organization prescribed by law; if volunteers, they will 
insist on that organization which will give the most rank to the officers through whose influence they are 
raised. 1 consider the efficiency of militia in such a warfare as this entirely depending upon their horses; 
and it would be better to dispense with them entirely than to receive them as infantry, except such as 
may be employed to garrison posts and protect trains. If men who understand the care and manage- 
ment of horses and the use of arms can be obtained for the dragoon regiment in sufficient numbers for 
the wants of the service, mounted volunteers may safely be dispensed with; but if such men as now 
compose the companies serving here be sent, that description of troops will absolutely be necessary. 

When I presented my project for the next campaign, I did not suppose that I should direct the opera- 
tions. I presented the results of a careful investigation of all the data which I had been able to collect, 
and recommended that plan which I honestly thought would best insure success, no matter who might 
command the army. I have obtained much additional. information since, yet I find no reason to change 
the views taken at that time. The mounted men which I then recommended I believed to be necessary; 
I still believe them to be necessary. That itis difficult to support them in Florida, I am fully aware; but 
this is a service surrounded by difficulties, and it must be our business to surmount them. I owed my 
success in the Creek country to my mounted men; without them I should have failed; and if I had had 
in March last six hundred men on fresh horses, I would have sent the Indians off before the middle of 
April. My horses as well as my men were broken down, and I had no means of controlling the Indians; 
they saw my situation, and governed themselves accordingly. Were I to recommend a change, it would 
be to increase, not diminish, the mounted force. 

I enclose a sketch of the country which has been the theatre of my operations, hastily prepared by 
Captain Searle, from such data as we happened to have at hand. It will give a good general idea of the 
courses of rivers and trails, and the relative positions of posts and places. The posts marked in red ink 
are now occupied; those in black have been abandoned, in consequence of their unhealthiness, 

When I was placed in command of this army the hostile Indians occupied the whole country 
between the Atlantic and the Suwanee, from St. Augustine and the Santa Fé, to the southern extremity 
of the peninsula, and small bands were scattered along the Georgia line, and thence down the western 
side of the Suwanee, and across towards the Oseilla. 

Poweli, with a party of Mickasukies and negroes, and Echo Emathla, with the Tallahassers, were in 
the Paniesufekee and Wahoo swamps, on the Withlacoochee. Yaholoochee, (Cloud,) with the Isocot- 
sattei Indians, was in the cove. Osoochee, (Cooper,) with a few warriors and a number of Indians and 
runaway negroes, was on the western side of Ahapopka lake. Big Alligator and John Hicks, with a 
band of Mickasukies, Uchees, and Seminoles, traversed the frontier from Fort Heileman to Deadman’s bay, 
west of the Suwanee. Nocose Yahola was near the Georgia line. Sam Jones was between Ahapopka 
and the St. John’s. Philip and Coe Hajo, with their people, occupied the country on both sides of the St. 
John’s around Lake Monroe. Chekika was on the Atlantic, below Indian river. Micanopy, Jumper, 
Little Alligator, with their people, and a large band of Indians and captured negroes, were on the Tohop- 
kaliga and Kissiminee. Holatoochee occupied the country south of the Kissimmee and east of the 
Caloosahatchee, and Holati Micco, with the Tallassees, was on Pease creek. 

Forts Clinch, Drane, Gililand, Heileman, and Call had been established. My division was at Tampa 
Bay, and General Call’s at Volusia. I had passed through the country, from the former to the latter 
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post, with a small mounted force, and had succeeded in mi iking forty-two prisoners, from some of whom I 
obtained valuable information. I determined at once on the line of posts from. ileus to Tampa, to 
serve as a base, whence I could operate in every direction. That line is not, as you seem to suppose, 
parallel to the coast, which, under ordinary circumstances, would have been in accordance with correct 
military principles, but extends di: igonally across the country, and commands every principal route by 
which the enemy was accustomed to pass from one side of the peninsula to the other. It was adapted to 
the circumstances in which I found myself at the time, and it had the effect of a series of bases, each 
interior post serving as a new base, from which my lines of operations could be pushed in any direction 
where an enemy was to be found. With all the additional information I have since obtained in regard to 
the Indians and the country, I would, if similarly situated, adopt precisely the same line. 

With the exception of several small roving bands, the Indians are now south of Fort Mellon, on the 
St. John’s and Kissimmee. The captured and runaway negroes are between St. Jolin’s and Indian 
rivers, and the Indian negroes on the Kissimmee, Caloosahatchee, and Pease creek. 

I propose to make Fort Mellon a principal depot, and establish ports south of it on the river, and 
southwest of it, Tohopkaliga, should circumstances require them. 

The column operating from Tampa Bay will open a road on the route indicated by the dotted line, 
throw a bridge across Pease creek, and erect a stockade to defend it, in which will be placed fifteen or 
twenty days’ rations of subsistence and forage. It will then proceed to the Kissimmee, construct a 
bridge, with a single block-house to defend it, and then be governed by circumstances 

“The southern column, operating on the western side of the peninsul: i, will ascend the Caloosahatchee 
about forty miles, to the falls, and then either proceed by land or in small boats to the Indian settlements 
in the interior of that part of the country. 

efore I determine either the point of departure or the route of the Atlantic column, further 
Lieutenant Colonel Harney will proceed in a 


information in regard to the country must be obtained. 
and to select ¢ 


few days to Indian river, and perhaps south of it, to ascertain the nature of the country, 


= 


proper site for a post and depot. 
I am apprehensive of the Indians obtaining powder from Havana on the one side, and New 
Providence on the other; and if a small naval force, or even the cutters which were under the direction 
of the navy last winter, could be spared, much advantage would result to the service. 
I desire that the steamers in the possession of the navy be placed subject to my control; 
officers who commanded them during the last campaign—Lieutenants Hunter and Johnson—could be 
assigned to the command of them during the approaching campaign, they would be able to render most 


and if the 


efficient service. 
As far as depends upon me, everything shall be done to insure success. 
And I have the honor to be, with high consideration and respect, sir, your obedient servant, 
THOMAS 8. JESUP. 
Hon. J. R. Potnserr, Secretary of War, Washington City. 


P. S.—On my return to Tampa Bay I shall forward a more correct map of the country, which was 
being prepared when I left that post. a. & @. 


Heapguarters Army OF THE Soutu, Garey’s Ferry, August 15, 1887. 

Sir: In December last I requested the ordnance officer attached to the army, Captain D’Lagnel, to 
order several light mountain howitzers for service here, the model of which, I was informed, had been 
introduced from France by the Ordnance department. 

Greatly to my surprise, when the guns arrived, I found that they were mounted on carriages, the 
wheels of which were not over thirty-six inches in diameter, and the axles not more than forty-eight 
inches in length. They were an exact copy of the French carriage, without any regard to the difference 
of situation and circumstances of our country, When compared with France. 

That country, you know, has the Pyrenees on one frontier and the Alps on another. The mountain 
guns are inte wnded for those frontiers. in consequence of the short axles, they are readily moved on the 
mule paths through the mountain passes, either on the backs of mules, or by soldiers with drag ropes. 
The United States have no mountain frontiers; their armies operate through wide forests and marshes, 
and over extensive sandy plains, either on the trails of Indians or on roads hastily opened by the troops; 
numerous deep and rapid streams have to be crossed without bridges in almost every day’s march. 

The mountain carriages are so low that they would in this country be often entirely under water, and 
the axles being but a few inches from the ground, the movement of the guns would be impeded at every 
step by stumps, and even by the large tufts of grass in the sand plains and wet prairies. The track of 
the carriages not being so wide as that of other carriages, they would on the sandy and muddy roads of 
Florida be constantly sliding from one side to the other, and would upset whenever the wheels on either 
side should fall into the carriage or wagon track. I think the present carriage, on such roads as we have 
here, would be overturned from twenty to fifty times a day. 

If the four pieces here were mounted on suitable carriages I would have them equipped as light 
artillery, have the men who serve them mounted, and let them accompany the dragoons and mounted 
volunteers in their rapid movements against the enemy. They would then be a most formidable addition 
to our offensive means; now they are entirely useless, and w ith their present carriages they never can be 
otherwise until our population shall have spread over the plains west of the Mississippi to the Rocky 
mountains, and our operations be carried on in the passes of these mountains. 

In nothing is our blind devotion to Europe more strikingly exemplified than in adopting into our 
service the mountain gun as used in France. It seems to have been adopted, with all the details of its 
equipment, merely because it was French, without any inquiry as to the uses to which it was applied 
there, or the objects to be effected by it here. I am not opposed to European improvements, but I would 
adopt their general principles, and arrange the details to suit our peculiar circumstances and the nature 
of our country. 


The gun itself is precisely what we want; but we require for it a carriage that will run in the same 
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track with other carriages, with wheels of sufficient diameter to raise it above the ordinary streams, and 
to pass over our frontier roads without obstruction or difficulty. The iron howitzers sent hither, and even 
the iron six-pounders, are too heavy for this service. There.are neither workmen nor materials here to 
construct carriages for the mountain guns, and Iam apprehensive that we shall have to dispense with 
them entirely. Unwilling to complain without cause, I have given them a fair trial; and to attempt to 
use them in their present carriages would be anything but an evidence of wisdom—it would be the extreme 
of folly. If a suitable carriage for a single one of them could be made at Watervliet or Washington 
arsenal, and sent out, it would be of great importance to the service. 
I have the honor to be, most respectfully, your obedient servant, 
THOMAS S. JESUP. 
Hon. J. R. Pornserr, Secretary of War, Washington City. 


Teapquarters Army or THE Sovutu, Micanopy, August 21, 1837. 


Sir: In my report of the 15th of June I referred to certain conduct ascribed to Captain William Bunce, 
of Tampa Bay; and I appended a statement of the principal Creek chief, Tustenuggee Emathlo, of informa- 
tion obtained by him on the subject from a Creek Indian who had spent the last winter and spring with 
the Mickasukies. I considered it my duty to forward the statement of the chief; and the circumstances 
‘were of such a nature, taken in connexion with events that had then but recently occurred, that I could 
not with propriety have withheld it. As the publication of the statement, however, without the explana- 
tions or defence of Captain Bunce, might inflict a serious injury on him, when he may be entirely innocent 
or only have talked imprudently, I desire that all that relates to him be considered confidential, and be 
withheld from publication, should it be thought proper to publish the military part of the report. 

I have the honor to be, sir, your obedient servant, 
THOMAS 8. JESUP, Major General, Commanding. 


Hon. Jorn R. Pornserr, Secretary of War, Washington City. 


ITkapquarrers Army or THE Soutu, Fort Micanupy, August 22, 183°. 

Sir: In consequence of a despatch from the commanding officer at Fort King, informing me of the 
arrival of several Seminole chiefs in that vicinity, and of their desire to see me, I proceeded thither on the 
18th, when I found Coe Hajo, a principal chief, Tuskaenaha, a sub-chief of Philip’s, and Hicks, a sub-chief 
of the Mickasukies. I had a long conference with Coe Hajo on the 19th; and at his request I metehim, 
Tuskaenaha, and Hicks, on the 20th. The conference occupied more than four hours; and every topic 
connected with the treaties, the commencement of the war, and the present condition and future prospects 
of the Indians, was discussed. 

Coe Hajo stated, in general terms, the desire of the whole people to be at peace withus. He said that 
even the body of the Mickasukies were tired of the war, and were beginning to consider the contest, and 
talk of it as hopeless; but, he added, they had an old man among them, Appiacca, (Sam Jones,) who gave 
them bad advice, and who had caused most of the recent difficulty. He intimated that the Indians would 
prefer to remain in the country, but even the Mickasukies were convinced they could not contend success- 
fully against us, and all, except Jones, expressed their anxiety for peace; that to show the sincerity of 
their intentions, they had sent out runners to order all the hunting parties to leave the frontiers, and that 
all had received orders not to disturb white men or their property; that the cattle and horses recently 
taken were stolen by a small party of Hitchitees, who had within a few days arrived from the Creek 
country; and the cattle taken east of the St. John’s had been stolen by a party who had left camp without 
the knowledge of the chiefs. He declared that no further depredations should be committed, and he was, 
as all the Indians were, anxious that a trading-house should be established, where they could dispose of 
the proceeds of the chase, and receive, in return, clothing and other necessaries. 

I informed them that the government, as well as the people of the United States, desired to save 
them—not to destroy them; that our whole people would rather load them with favors than inflict a single 
injury upon them, but that we required all people to fulfil their engagements with us; that they must 
understand distinctly that they would not be permitted to remain in the country; that they must make up 
their minds to leave it, and I desired them to say this to the chiefs and communicate it to the people; that 
they have destroyed so many lives, and so vast an amount of property, that it would be impossible for 
them and the citizens of Florida to remain together in the same country; that, having violated all their 
engagements, we could not trust them again. We knew that the chiefs had been averse to the war from 
the beginning, but that they had not been able to control their warriors, and we could not trust our women, 
children, and old men in the neighborhood of people who had so often deceived us. 

I stated to them that we were prepared either for peace or war—the choice was with them; that we 
would rather save than destroy them; that if they desired any favors from our government or people they 
must prove themselves worthy of them, by fulfilling with scrupulous fidelity all their engagements; that 
if they have any complaints to make or favors to ask, the President would receive a deputation from them 
after they have established themselves in their new homes west of the Mississippi. 

I intimated to them as Appiacca (Sam Jones) had proved himself a bad man, and had caused, as they 
acknowledged, many of the difficulties with which they were surrounded, they owed it to themselves and 
their families to displace him; and I declared to them, at the same time, that I would not recognize him 
as a chief, nor under any circumstances receive a message from him or transact any business with him. 
There was a young man with them, whom they stated to be the representative of Jones; I refused to see 
him, and charged Hicks with all I had to say to the Mickasukies. I urged upon them the necessity of 
removing Jones and appointing a sensible man as chief, who would be capable of understanding their true 
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interests and giving them good advice. I advised them to have their chiefs assembled, to let them know 
our determination to require the fulfilment of the treaty and the surrender of all the property which they 
had taken. I advised them to take time and consider their situation in all its bearings, and their recent 
and present conduct in all its consequences, and determine like sensible men, and not like boys. As for 
the trading establishment, | informed thei that I must be satisfied of the sincerity of their intentions 
before such an advantage could be conceded to them; that they must surrender the captured negroes first, 
and then I would answer them on that point. 

They declared that all hostilities and depredations should cease and not be resumed, and that the 
negroes should be restored. All the parties now on the frontier are to be withdrawn; the chiefs of the 
nation will be assembled, and Coe Hajo is to visit Fort King again, for the purpose of communicating the 
result of the council of chiefs and making further arrangements in regard to future intercourse. 

Of the prisoners in my possession there are cighteen Mickasukies. Among them are the wife and 
children of Hicks, the sub-chief. I assured him and Coe Hajo that I would hold the prisoners accountable 
for the conduct of the Indians; that if parties of the latter continued to plunder, I would confine the 
prisoners in irons; and if any murders were committed I would execute them, 

I place but little reliance on the professions of the Indians, but my object is to gain time and save 
the frontier during the sickly season; and the result of the conference is at least four weeks’ work for them 
in council and in communicating with us. 

I have the honor to be, &c., 
THOMAS 8. JESUP. 

Hon. J. R. Pornserr, Secretary of War, Washington City. 


nD Ievd 


Hrapquarters Army or THE Sovurtn, Tampa Bay, August 28, 1837. 

Sir: I enclose a copy of a letter received to day from General P. F. Smnith, of Louisiana. The general 
commanded a regiment under General Scott and General Gaines in the first campaign, not only with credit, 
but with distinetion. If he could bring a regiment of infantry into the field—and I have no doubt of his 
ability to do so—the service would be greatly benefited. By adding to his regiment a small body of 
regular troops he would be able, with naval co-operation, to commence his operations at Charlotte harbor, 
or further south, and destroy or drive out the parties of Indians in the southern portion of the peninsula, 

I greatly fear that the regular force expected to be in the field cannot be obtained in time for an early 
campaign; and if we permit the months of November and December to pass without the most active and 
vigorous operations, we may expect another year of war at least. 

Of the regular troops now in Florida, but few can be relied on in any event; most of them have gone 
through two severe campaigns, and both officers and men are entirely broken down, Volunteers cannot 
be obtained from Georgia or Alabama, and I consider it of the utmost importance that a regiment should 
be obtained from Louisiana, and of equal importance that General Smith should command it. 

I have the honor to be, most respectfully, your obedient servant, 
. THOMAS 8S. JESUP, Major General, Commanding. 

IIon. J. R. Pornserr, Secretary of War, Washington City. 





New Orveans, July 30, 1857. 


Gexerat: On my arrival here, about the beginning of this month, Lieutenant Cross communicated to 
me a letter from you on the subject of raising a corps for the next campaign. There is nothing I desire 
more than to assist in finishing the war in Florida; and if, at the time the campaign is about to open, you 
still desire any volunteers from this place, I shall be ready to do all I can to raise them, The obstacles 
in the way of any earlier efforts are several; some of them, which are personal to myself, are, that I should 
like to be assured that command in chief is to remain with an officer who has learned the country and the 
enemy. Ifa new chief is to be substituted, the next campaign will end in acquiring the knowledge you 
have now, and teaching the Indians our modes of warfare instead of learning theirs. I have no desire to 
fall into the hands of a new doctor, who has some new nostrum to try; I wish to be under the old 
practitioner who has made all his experiments and is now about to derive the benefit of them. 

My absence on a former campaign and at Frederick this last winter have entirely interrupted my pro- 
fessional labors at the bar, and it is essential to my interest that [ should recommence them with the 
opening of the courts in November. I should, if I undertook to raise a corps of volunteers, have to 
resign the office of adjutant general of the State, the salary of which is now of importance to me. These 
are reasons why I would now avoid any attempt to enrol a corps, while I am uncertain whether it would 
be desirable, when the campaign opens, to join in it or not. Ido not balance the advantages of my pro- 
fession or office against the command of a corps in service; I prefer the latter by all odds. But I am loth 
to abandon the former until the latter is assured. As to the probability of raising either a regiment or 
brigade, it is one of the most uncertain things that can be imagined; it would fail if proposed now, for 
the period at which the service is to be commenced is too far off, and every one would postpone joining 
until the last moment, and by that time the excitement of the first moment would be worn out. The regi- 
ment I commanded in 1836 left the service of the United States highly and justly discontented with it. 
They had served the whole time faithfully; indeed, had passed it nearly two weeks, had been the whole 
time in constant activity, and when they arrived here, in rags and poverty, found not the slightest prepa- 
ration on the part of the government to pay them off, notwithstanding the most positive orders on the 
part of General Scott. The governor of the State was obliged to borrow money and pay them, and the 
paymaster who was sent here afterwards, under General Scott’s orders, was immediately remanded to 
Alabama; so that the whole regiment left the service under feelings not well calculated to induce them 
to enter it again. . But as more than a year has already passed, I believe that those feelings have, in a 
great measure, dissipated, and the hope of an active and vigorous campaign would bring them again into 
the field. I do not think that this State could furnish any horsemen. The prairies, you know, where 
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all are horsemen, are not inhabited by a population that would furnish many volunteers in the service; 
nor are their horses fit for the purpose, being mostly small ponies. - 

Having laid before you, general, all the obstacles in our way, let me conclude with the other side of 
the question: That if you are to continue in command, and just at the moment that the troops are wanted 
will make a call of volunteers from this State to join you, I will, for one, answer to it, and will leave 
nothing undone to bring at least a regiment to you. 

I am obliged to leave this to-morrow for the north, and will leave Philadelphia, on my return, about 
the 20th of September, but nothing shall detain me on hearing from you. I will prepare the gentlemen 
who are to accompany me as officers to act in my absence. And if you will direct any communication 
intended for me to Lieutenant Cross, that he, if I am not here, may make it known to my associates, I 
will answer that everything that can be done will be done. I shall be highly honored, also, to receive 
any communication from you directed to me at Philadelpbia. Permit me to suggest, general, that more 
latitude be allowed in mustering men into service. For instance, that individuals who enroll themselves 
may be received and furnished with quarters and subsistence until they can be organized into a company, 
and so on, as if they were a detachment of recruits. A regiment could be raised in a week in New 
Orleans if this were permitted. 

It appears, from the murders committed about Florida light, that the Indians frequent those parts. 
How would it answer to throw the troops from New Orleans on to the cape? There are harbors there 
known to the wreckers; and let them push northward through the terrible but unknown Everglades. 
One great advantage would be, that the further they advanced the nearer they would approach supplies, 
which might be sent from Tampa Bay to the headwaters of the Sannebel, (or Saw Noel,) emptying into 
Carlos harbor. I should be glad to undertake the expedition, if you thought it advantageous, and 1 
succeed in raising men The Spaniards who were brought from the rancho at Charlotte harbor, especially 
one called Rubio, knows the Sannebel well. 

Whatever may be your determination, I hope to have the pleasure of hearing from you at Philadel- 
phia, upon which I will be prepared to act immediately. 

With sincere respect, your obedient servant, 
P. F. SMITH. 

Major General T. 5. Jesup, Commanding Army of Florida. 


Heapquarters ARMY OF THE Soutu, Zampa Bay, August 30, 1837. 

Sir: I received, on my way to this place, your letter of the 3d instant. The post which you direct 
at Charlotte harbor I consider of so much importance that I would have established it a month ago but 
for the crippled condition of the troops. Force cannot now be spared for that object, unless the marines 
be returned; and in consequence of the orders I received in July from the general-in-chief in relation to 
them, I do not feel myself at liberty to retain them. 

In regard to calling the Florida volunteers into service, I had no choice; disease was increasing 
among the regular troops in so alarming a degree that additional force became necessary for the protection 
of the frontier. To give confidence to the people, and prevent the settlements from breaking up, the most 
prompt measures were necessary. The Floridians, unless taken into service, could not, deprived as 
they had been, by the events of the war, of their accustomed avocations, have remained in the country; 
they must have sought elsewhere security for their familics and employment for themselves. Had it been 
possible to obtain volunteers from the neighboring States, they could not have arrived in time to save the 
frontier. My only alternative was the immediate military organization of the inhabitants. The least 
delay on my part would have exposed the frontier to attack and devastation; it is now secure, and we 
have gained the great moral and military advantage of impressing the people with a confidence in their 
own ability to protect themselves. Had I relied on troops from the adjoining States, the Floridians must 
have embodied for the protection of their families until they could have removed them from the country; 
in that event, the public must have fed and ultimately paid them. But the experience of last year proved 
that troops could not be obtained from the adjoining States during the sickly season, and there was no 
probability of obtaining them during the present season. The Floridians were on the frontier; they were 
acclimated, and, in every aspect in which the subject can be viewed, are better qualified for the duty now 
assigned to them than any other troops that could be employed. Had you been on the spot, I am confi- 
dent you would have ordered what I have done. 

With high consideration and respect, I have the honor to be your obedient servant, 
THOMAS 8. JESUP. 
Hon. J. R. Potnserr, Secretary of War, Washington City. 


Heapquarters ArMy oF THE Soutn, Zampa Bay, September 2, 1837. 


Sir: [have received your letter of the 18th ultimo, and will take immediate measures to call into 
service the requisite volunteer force. I wrote to General Smith, of Louisiana, yesterday, and authorized 
him to raise a regiment. 

It will be a work of time to raise and bring into the field a volunteer force sufficient to produce any 
decisive effect on the enemy; and I greatly fear that the season best adapted to efficient operations will 
have passed before an adequate force be obtained. 

As to re-enlisting the soldiers discharged in Florida, it is out of the question; not a man who has 
served in this country, and who is worth retaining, will engage again; and unless the condition of the 
soldier be greatly ameliorated, or a different mode of filling the ranks be adopted, we cannot hope to keep 
up even our small army. There is no inducement to any man to enter our service as a private soldier; in 
any other employment he has a better opportunity of supporting himself, and of making provision for old 
age; for, no matter what his merits, or how faithfully he may serve, he has nothing to look forward to 
but to be turned out and starve when he shall be no longer capable of performing the duties of a soldier. 
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If the term of enlistment were extended to five years, and a small bounty were allowed on the first 
engagement, double bounty on the second, and a pension for life to those who should serve faithfully 
during three entire enlistme nts, the ranks could be filled with the best materials, and the establishment 
be kept comple te and efficient. I know many e loque nt objections will be urged against the pension sys- 
tem; but it is time that we disregard idle declam: ition, and take common-sense views of the subject. If 
the army is worth anything, it is worth being mi ide efficient; without good soldiers it cannot be efficie nt; 
to retain it as it is at prese nt is an imposition upon the pe ople; and the question, it seems to me, should 
be, whether we shall dispense with it entirely, or introduce such modifications inte its constitution and 
administration as shall render it what it professe s to be—a safe defence against sudden aggression, and 
a sure rallying point for the militia. 

I have the honor to be, with high consideration and respect, your obedient servant, 


THOMAS 8. JESUP. 
Hon. J. R. Pornserr, Secretary of War, Washington City. 


Hrapquarters Army or THE Soutn, St. Augustine, September 22, 1837. 


Sir: I received on the 15th instant, on my way to this frontier, your letters of the 25th and 30th of 
August and the 2d of September, and on the 18th your letters of the 6th. The last detachment of the 
Creck warriors left Tampa for the Pass Christian on the 11th instant, and I gave orders at the same time 
that, on their arrival there, they should be mustered, discharged, and immediate ‘ly moved westward. 

The Creek Indians had been promised a reward for the captures they should make of negroes belong- 
ing to citizens of the United States; had compensation not been promised they would have taken no 
prisoners, but would have put all to death. 1 compromised with them by allowing them twenty dollars 
for each slave captured. They were entitled, agreeably to the promises made to them before the y entered 
the service, to all Indian negroes and other Indian property captured by them. To end all difficulty on 
that subject, I have purchased the negroes from them, on account of the public, for eight thousand dollars. 
There are about eighty of the negroes, besides Abram’s family, and those who are free; some of them, 
perhaps, may be found on investigation to be the property of citizens. I respectfully ask that this pur- 
chase be sanctioned. The Seminole annuity, it seems to me, might be charged with ‘the amount paid to 
the Indians for these negroes, as well as with the reward for securing those who belonged to citizens. 

It is highly important to the slaveholding States that these negroes be sent out of the country, and 
I would strongly recommend that they be sent to one of our colonies in Africa. 

The sum paid to the Indians is entirely satisfactory to them, though it is far less than the value of 
the negroes. 

I have the honor to be, sir, your obedient servant, 
THOMAS 8S. JESUP, Major General, Commanding. 


Hon. J. R. Potyserr, Secretary of War, Washington City. 





Hranquarters Aruy or tHE Sovrn, St. Augustine, September 25, 1837. 

Sir: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letters of the 9th and 13th instant. 

I omitted to inform you in my letter of the 22d instant that I have accepted a battalion of volunteers 
offered by the acting governor of Alabama, to be raised by General Andrew Moore, a gentleman well 
known to Governor Clay. General Moore sent me one of the best battalions last fall I have ever seen; 
that which he proposes to raise this fall he expects to command himself. If he succeeds in raising the 
battalion we shall find it most useful and efficient. 

Under the authority of the last paragraph of your letter of the 30th ultimo I have called on the 
superintendent, or agent, of the Choctaws to increase the force from that nation from two to five hundred 
warriors, and to send them on with as little delay as practicable. 

General Hernandez’s operations, though upon a small scale, have resulted most fortunately. The 
Indians and negroes killed and taken amount to forty-nine. Among the prisoners are three important 
chiefs, King Philip, (Emathla,) and Euchee Billy, and his brother Euchee J: ack; also John Philip, the only 
negro ‘chief who had not been previously secure d. 

I shall send a detachment, in a few days, with the dredge-boat, which has been already reported to 
me to remove the bar at the head of Lake George; and as soon as a re-enforcement of two hundred men 
join I shall reoccupy Fort Mellon. I may be deceived in my expectations, but I believe we shall not fail 
of success. I am taking my measures so as to hold all the ground we shall occupy, and not recede after 
having moved forward. 

Communications directed to me at Gare y’s Ferry will reach me more readily than if directed to any 
other point. 

In consequence of the prevalence of yellow fever in New Orleans General Smith may be delayed in 
getting his regimerit into the field, and it is reported here that we shall have drafts from South Carolina, 
and not volunteers. The drafts we had from that State last winter behaved admirably; the objection to 
that description of force is the shortness of the period which.they can be required to serve. 

I have the honor to be your obedient servant, 
THOMAS 8S. JESUP, Major General, Commanding. 


Hon. J. R. Pornserr, Secretary of War, Washinyton City. 
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Herapnquarters Army OF THE Sovutn, St. Augustine, October 2, 1837. 


Sir: A regiment of volunteers has been raised in North Alabama for service in Florida. The people 
of that region are excellent gunmen; they will serve as spies or as troops of the line with equal efficiency; 
and that “which will add greatly to the value of the corps which has been offered is, that many of the 
officers and men of Lieutenant Colonel Cawlfield’s fine battalion will join it. If the northern’ Indians 
should not arrive, and I learn by letters from St. Louis that they will not probably be raised, this regi- 
ment will be invaluable. I have written to the acting governor, requesting that it be sent on with as 
little delay as possible. Major Churchill, of the army, who has recently been in North Alabama, informs 
me that the regiment may be marched into Florida during the present month; if so, it could be brought 
into action with the 1 ‘regular troops before the volunteers from any other quarter arrive. If the whole 
force required from Alabama has been countermanded, I respectfully ask that this regiment be excepted 
and permitted to join me. 

I have obtained by the captures made by General Hernandez most valuable guides; and from some 
of them I have already obtained valuable information, as well in regard to the disposition and intention 
of the Indians, as to their present position. If I had a thousand men on fresh horses I could, in less than 
three weeks, destroy the Mickasukies. My object will be to pursue such a policy as shall induce them to 
remain in their present positions until the army be ready for the field. 

I have the honor to be, sir, your obedient servant, 


THOMAS 8S. JESUP, Major General, Commanding. 
Hon J. R. Poinserr, Secretary of War, Washington City. 





Hrapquarters ARMY OF THE Soutn, St. Augustine, October 3, 183. 


Sir: When the government determined to raise a regiment of volunteer Creek warriors for service in 
Florida, instructions were given to me by the President, then at the Hermitage, to organize it and 
appoint the officers. I de sired to appoint gentlemen who had served with me in the Creek war, and who 
had passed many years among the Indians; but as those whom I desired to appoint, Colonel Walker, 
General Woodward, and Major Collins, had been engaged in purchasing Indian lands, the chiefs objected 
to them, and insisted that I should —_— my (“your”) “own men,” meaning officers of the regular 
army. The principal chief, Hopothley Yahola, stated that all the white men in the country, except those 
who wore uniforms, were combined to cheat them. The President had designated Colonel Lane, then a 
captain of dragoons, to command the corps. I wished Colonel Walker to accept the lieutenant colonelcy, 
and General Woodward the majority. Colonel Walker agreed to accompany the corps to Florida, but, in 
consequence of the infirm state of his health, he refused to take an appointment in the regiment. The 
opposition to General Woodward among the chiefs was so great, even among those whom IJ relied on to 
support him, that I found it would not be possible to give him the second place. I was so occupied that 
I could not, as the President had directed, organize the regiment; and, besides, desertions from it were 
taking place daily. I therefore directed Colonel Lane to proceed with it to Florida and organize it there; 
and L urged upon him the importance of prevailing upon Colonel Walker to take the lieutenant coloneley, 
and of giving to General Woodward the majority. It was understood, however, that Captain Brown 
should be a lieutenant colonel if Colonel Walker should still decline. This gentleman died at Apalachi- 
cola, and Captain Brown was appointed. The difficulties continued in regard to General Woodward, and 
he left the regiment at Apalachicola; Captain Morris was appointed major. 

It was understood between me and the principal chiefs that if more than twelve companies should be 
raised then two majors should be appointed. 

Captain Brown has informed me that pay has been refused to the officers in consequence of the 
alleged illegality of their appointments. The regiment was organized within the Territory of Florida, and 
I considered it, in regard to the law, upon a footing with anyother volunteer regiment. If it had been 
composed of white men the governor of Florida would have commissioned the officers under the law. — All 
those officers occupied precisely the same relation to the service that the present surgeon general did 
when he served as licutenant colonel of a regiment of volunteers from Louisiana. The services have been 
performed, and well performed, and the officers have earned, by the most arduous exertion and gallant 
conduct, the pay attached to their several grades. If Lieutenant Colonel Lawson was paid for his 
services with the Louisiana regiment, I respectfully ask that the case of the officers of the Creek regiment 
be reconsidered; and if the Executive has not the power to direct their payment, I beg that the matter 
be referred to Congress. 

Separated from my papers, I have to write entirely from recollection; but copies of the President’s 
letters to me will be found on file in the War Office. 


With high consideration and respect, I have the honor to be, sir, your obedient servant, 
THOMAS S. JESUP, "Major General, Commanding. 


Hon. J. R. Potnserr, Secretary of War, Washington City. 





A. 
Extract from Major General Thomas S. Jesup’s “ Orders,” No. 50 


Hrapquarters Army or THE Sovran, Fort Mitchell, July 25, 1836. 


A band of friendly Indian warriors will be raised immediately and organized for special service, 
under instructions from the commanding general. They will be muste ‘red into service, mounted, equipped, 
supplied, and paid as mounted volunteers for twelve months, unless sooner discharged. Captain J. F. 
Lane is appointed to raise, organize, and command them. He will be mustered in for the same period as 
colonel, subject to the approval of the President of the United States. 
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Heapgvarters, Kort Drane, October 29, 1836. 

Sir: I have the honor to enclose to you two General Orders providing for the appointment of the 
officers of the regiment of Creek volunteers, subject, however, to your approval. Those announced in the 
order of the 28th instant had previously, with one exception, received the sanction of Colonel Lane and 
of General Jesup, and were only confirmed by me, but with entire satisfaction. 

. Those announced in the order of the 29th, are officers of well-known and approved merit. I feel the 
utmost confidence that they will all do justice to the trust reposed in them, and respectfully recommend 
them all to your favorable consideration and approval. 

I shall soon have the honor to write to you more fully of my movements, which shall be rapid and 
consecutive from this point. 

T have the honor to be, very respectfully, sir, your obedient servant, 


R. K. CALL, Commanding Army of Florida. 


C. 
GENERAL ORDERS. 
Ieapquarrers, Fort Drane, October 28, 1836. 
The following appointments in the regiment of Creek volunteers, to take effect from their dates, 


respectively, and until the pleasure of the President of the United States be known, are hereby announced 
to the army by the general commanding-in-chief in Florida: 


Lieutenant colonel.. Harvey Brown, September 1, 1836. 
See Tees . William Morris, September 1, 1836. 
IME 6. coke sae’ 1. William B. Moniac, August 17, 1836. 


2. William B. Piercy, September 1, 1836. 
3. Frederick Searle, September 1, 1836. 
William G, Freeman, September 1, 1836. 
. Joseph Roberts, September 1, 1836. 
. John H. Watson, September 1, 1856. 
. Simon A. Drum, September 1, 1836. 
. Thomas H. Bradley, September 1, 1836. 
Andrew Ross, October 22, 1836. 
George Boyd, September 1, 1836. 
. John Collins, September 1, 1836. 

They will be obeyed and respected accordingly. By order of the commanding general of the army 
in Florida. 


Lieutenants... 


LOD WAI Oe 


THOMAS RANDALL, Adjutant and Inspector General. 


GENERAL ORDER. 


Heapquarters, Fort Drane, October 29, 1836. 


The commander-in-chief announces to the army under his command the following additional appoint- 
ments in the regiment of Creek volunteers, to take effect from this day, and until the pleasure of the 
President of the United States be known: 

Brevet Lieutenant Colonel Pierce, of the army of the United States, to be colonel of the regiment, 
vice Lane, deceased. Lieutenants Herbert and Betts, of the Ist artillery, and Lieutenant Johnson, of the 
Florida volunteers, to be captains. They will be obeyed and respected accordingly. 

By order of the general commanding-in-chief in Florida: ' 

THOMAS RANDALL, Adjutant and Inspector General. 


ITkapQuarRTERS ARMY OF THE Soutu, Garey’s Ferry, October 10, 1837. 

Sir: I wrote to the adjutant general yesterday, and enclosed a copy of a report from Captain I. 
Brown of the examination of several negroes who surrendered at Fort Peyton on the 7th instant. Ona 
further examination, it is ascertained that there is a large party of the Seminoles for peace and emigration, 
but they are overawed by the Mickasukies. That tribe, with such of the Seminoles as are under the 
influence of Powell, will resist to the utmost. The Tallahassees, Hitchitees, Euchees, with all who have 
left the Creek country within the last three or four years, will either fight or fly to fastnesses further 
south. 

The principal Indian force is now concentrated within two days’ rapid march from Fort Mellon. If 
the troops were here, I could find them in less than a week. With the information I now have, I will not 
wait for volunteers from the States, but, relying upon those of the country, shall press forward the moment 
the regular troops arrive. A severe blow struck at once at the Mickasukies would, perhaps, end the war. 
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Every measure will be taken to have the transports and supplies in perfect readiness, so as not to 
delay the troops a moment after their arrival. 
I have the honor to be, sir, your obedient servant, 
THOMAS 8. JESUP, Major General, Commanding. 


Hon. J. R. Poinsertr, Secretary of War, Washington City. 





Heapquarters Army oF THE Soutu, Garey’s Ferry, Octuber 15, 1887. 

Sir: Many of the vessels propelled by sails employed in transporting stores for the army have 
grounded on the bar at the mouth of the St. John’s, and in two instances the property of the public has 
been seized by persons who are reported to be pilots, and who profess to be wreckers. In the first case, 
Captain D’Lagnel, the ordnance officer at this post, proceeded at once to the spot and took charge of the 
property. The other case occurred yesterday, and I have directed Major Whiting to take the property, 
no matter in whose hands he may find it; and if the wreckers have really any just claim, let them apply 
to the government for redress. Should suits be instituted against the officers who perform the duty of 
securing the public property, I respectfully request that the district attorney be instructed by the proper 
department to defend them. 

I have neither books nor legal advisers to refer to here; and, to enable me to protect the public 
interests, I desire the opinion of the Attorney General as to the right of persons calling themselves 
wreckers to seize and hold the public property and expose it to public sale. If they possess that right, 
the best concerted plans may be deranged by the exercise of it. 

The anomaly, I understood, exists at the entrance of this river of the same persons acting as pilots 
and wreckers. There is, therefore, every inducement to run the vessels which they undertake to bring 
into the river on shore, in order to obtain salvage. 

I am, sir, respectfully, your obedient servant, 
THOMAS S. JESUP, Major General, Commanding. 


Hon. J. R. Potyserr, Secretary of War, Washington City. 


Hrapquarters Army oF THE Sout, Garey’s Ferry, October 15, 1837. 


Sir: In carrying out your instructions to the commissioners in regard to the issue of rations to the 
suffering inhabitants, I ascertained that there were several classes of sufferers not provided for, and which 
] had not enumerated in any of my letters on the subject, such as aged and infirm persons who were 
supported by their relations before the war, but who, in consequence of the losses sustained by these 


relations, are rendered entirely destitute. 2d. Indigent widows, with large families, who formerly lived. 


on small farms, and relied principally on their cattle and other stock for the support of their families. 
3d. Indigent persons who, though their domicils were within the limits of the towns, depended upon 
the cultivation of small farms in the country and fishing for the support of their families, and who by 
the events of the war have been prevented from cultivating their farms, or from resorting to their usual 
fishing grounds. In all these cases, I have directed that the rations be continued until I can receive 
instructions, or until the commissioners who are to superintend that branch of service shall have entered 
upon their duties. The officers charged with the issue of subsistence to the inhabitants are vigilant, but, 
occupied as they are, many persons who ought to be excluded, no doubt, receive rations; and there are, 
perhaps, cases where persons who come within the laws, and the most rigid rules established under them, 
are excluded. There is, I believe, from the attention I have been occasionally enabled to bestow on the 
subject, no great abuse of the bounty of the public; but I have no time to devote to the details of the 
business, and am every day more convinced that it is only by separating it entirely from the business of 
the army that strict justice can be done to the public and to the individuals dependent upon its bounty. 

The whole country is quiet, and, with the exception of the stealing of a few cattle, no depredations 
are attempted by the Indians; their principal force is south of Lake Monroe. 

I hear nothing of the movement of volunteers from any quarter; only twenty recruits have arrived, 
but I hope those ordered from Fort Monroe will be in time to enable me to occupy the advanced posts on 
the St. John’s during the present month. 

To make Indian river available in the approaching campaign, I propose to connect it with the 
Atlantic immediately south of Cape Canaveral, by which about seventy or eighty miles will be saved in 
every voyage; the labor and expense wili be trifling, compared with the facilities which will thus be 
secured in the prosecution of the war. 

I have the honor to be, sir, your obedient servant, 
THOMAS S. JESUP, Major General, Commanding. 


Hon, J. R. Pornserr, Secretary of War, Washington City. 


HeapquarTers Army oF THE Sovutu, Garey’s Ferry, Florida, October 17, 1837. 

Sir: I have received your letter dated the 4th instant. Should the Cherokee chiefs arrive, I will 
endeavor to carry out your views fully; but I take it for granted these proceedings are not to inter1upt 
the military operations. In matters of council Indians move slowly; and I should regret to lose the 
month of November, decidedly the best month in the year for operations in this country. 

The councils of the Cherokee chiefs may have a favorable influence on the Seminoles, but I doubt it. 
At the request, or rather by the direction of the late President of the United States, I sent, with Colonel 
Lane, from the Creek country, three talented and influential chiefs, all of whom had relations among the 
Seminoles, and one of whom had resided several years among them; Yahola Hajo, nephew of Jumper, 
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John Hopahnee, nephew of the late Charley Emathla, and Echo Hajo, a relation of Powell, and Holati 
Micco, for the purpose of conferring with the Seminoles, and, if possible, treating with them; and they 
could effect nothing. Yahola Hajo declared to me, the day he set out from Tampa for the west, that no 
reliance should be placed upon the promises of any of the Seminole chiefs; that, unable to control their 
sub-chiefs and warriors, they promised only to deceive. He informed me that the Seminoles acknowledged 
no authority in their chiefs to make any treaty without the consent of all the heads of families of the 
nation. That even when a large portion of the heads of families should assent to a measure, those who 
dissented did not consider themselves bound to submit to or adopt it. He added, they would not tell the 
truth,and if I believed them they would deceive me. He said his uncle (Jumper) was desirous of emigrat- 
ing, as were all the chiefs who were aware of our power; but the majority of the nation being opposed to 
it, their lives were in danger whenever they advocated the measure; that more than half the nation pre- 
ferred war, on any terms, to emigration. If anything could induce them to emigrate without the applica- 
tion of force, it would be to send some of their young men of rank and standing, as warricrs, to Wash- 
ington. Having an opportunity to witness the numbers and power of the nation, they might probably 
return satisfied that their best policy would be to remove. 

I have the honor to be, sir, your obedient servant, 

THOMAS 8. JESUP, Major General, Commanding. 


Hon. J. R Pornserr, Secretary of War, Washington City. 
? ‘ r , YJ . 


Heapquarters Army or THE Sovutn, St. Augustine, October 22, 183'T. 


Sir: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your two letters of the Tth instant, and I have 
the satisfaction to inform you that Assun Yahola (Powell) is my prisoner, with nearly all the war spirits 
of the nation. 

That chief came into the vicinity of Fort Peyton on the 20th, and sent a messenger to General Her- 
nandez, desiring to see and converse with him. The sickly season being over, and there being no further 
necessity to temporize, I sent a party of mounted men and seized the entire body, and now have them 
securely lodged in the fort. 

I have Emathla, (Philip,) Coe Hajo, Miccopotokee, and Euchice Billy, all principal chiefs, Caocoochee, 
(Wildcat,) Assun Yahola, (Powell,) Chietto Yahola, Tustenukkee, and several important personages, 
sub-chiefs, with more than eighty first-rate warriors; and I have guides who can lead the army into every 
fastness in the country. 

I have the honor to be, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
THOMAS S. JESUP, Major General, Commanding. 


Hon. J. R. Pornserr, Secretary of War, Washington City. 





IIeapquarters Army or THE Soutn, Sf. Augustine, October 29, 1837. 


Sir: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 14th instant. 

General Eustis has arrived, and the recruits are coming in. I hope to have everything in readiness 
to commence the campaign this day week. Forage and all other supplies are abundant; but I apprehend 
the troops will suffer for want of tents; those ordered have not arrived, and it is feared they have been 
lost; this, however, shall not delay me a moment; if tents should not arrive, I will take the field without 
one myself, and others must do the same. 

As to the expedition planned hy Lieutenant Powell, I should like it better if it did not abstract so 
much from my force; if he were ready to move with me, and could carry out that part of my plan 
embracing St. Lucie and Indian rivers, his co-operation would be most effective, but I shall move at least 
fifteen days before he can be in readiness, and with a hundred men less than I would otherwise have. Mr. 
Powell is a most valuable and enterprising officer, and will perform the duties confided-to him with ability 
and zeal, and I shall afford him every facility in my power; but I would respectfully suggest that he be 
placed subject to my orders. For effective military operations his force will be too small; for mere recon- 
noissance or exploration it will be too large, unless he propose to divide it into several parties. It is a 
matter of much importance that the communication be cut off immediately between the Indians about 
Florida Point and those on the head of the St. John’s. I had intended to establish a post on the St. Lucie 
for that purpose; if Lieutenant Powell could ascend that river, he would be able to close that communi- 
cation, and perhaps prevent supplies of ammunition from reaching the Indians on the St. John’s. 

The principal chief of the Indians here, Coe Hajo, stated to me in convention, on the 27th instant, 
that Micanopy, the’principal Seminole chief, was anxious to surrender, and would do so whenever the 
troops should arrive in his neighborhood. I have never, for a moment, doubted his sincerity; how many 
of his people would follow him is uncertain. 

I have the honor to be, sir, most respectfully, your obedient servant, 


THOMAS S. JESUP. 
Hon. J. R. Pornserr, Secretary of War, Washington City 





HWranquarters Army or THE Sourn, Garey’s Ferry, Florida, November 4, 1837. 


Sir: Since my letter of this morning, I have had an opportunity of perusing the communication of 
John Ross, principal chief of the Cherokees, to the chief, headmen, and warriors of the Seminole nation. 
Not a word is said in that paper about emigration, but the idea is held out that a treaty is to be made, 
and compensation allowed for injuries sustained by the Seminoles from white men. The Cherokee chief 
could not have been aware of the decided policy of the government in regard to the Indians, or he has 
misapprehended the nature of the question at issue. This war, as I understand it, is carried on as it was 
begun, to enforce the fulfilment of the stipulations of our existing treaty, not to make a new treaty; if 
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peace were all that were required that could be accomplished in a week, and without any mediation; but 
we require more than peace, we require emigration. If the government adhere to the policy of emigra- 
tion, the talk of the Cherokee chief ought not to be communicated to the Seminoles, because, to say the 
least of it, expectation will be created which cannot be realized; if that policy is to be abandoned, a peace 
as permanent as that with Great Britain can be made with the Seminoles without placing the administration 
under any obligations to the Cherokees—a matter of some importance in our existing relations with that 
nation of Indians, and particularly with the Ross party. Jumper, one of the most sensible men I have 
ever met, of any color, declared to me that the Seminoles would gladly accept peace on the condition of 
withdrawing to the same palmetto lands south of the Caloosahatchee, and abandoning the remainder of 
the country; and there has not been a moment since my first interview with that chief in February last 
that I could not have made peace on those terms. 

Considering the talk of the Cherokee chief as in direct conflict with all my instructions from the 
government, I deem it to be my duty to prevent its communication to the Seminoles until I can receive 
your further instructions, 

And I have the honor to be, sir, your obedient servant, 
THOMAS 8. JESUP, Major General, Commanding. 


Hon. J. R. Porinserr, Secretary of War, Washington City. 








Heapquarters Army oF THE Soutu, Garey’s Ferry, November 4, 1837. 

Sir: A member of the Cherokee delegation, a Mr. Fields, arrived yesterday. I am much embarrassed 
by his presence. The Seminoles talk only to deceive, and any attempt to negotiate will cause delay. 
Arguments composed of words have been exhausted, only those composed of powder and lead will be 
effective. I was compelled to temporize during the sickly season to save the frontier, but that season is 
past, and the greatest vigor and activity should characterize our measures now. Besides, from what I 
learn from Colonel Twiggs and other officers who have been in the Cherokee country recently, I feel well 
assured we shall have the Cherokees to fight before May next, and the interview sought with the Semi- 
noles by the delegation may be to strengthen themselves, not to serve us. If I should permit any inter- 
course, it will not be until the troops shall have taken their positions in the interior, so as to enable me 
to strike the moment the negotiation fails. 

I have sent forward two companies to reoecupy Volusia, and have ordered General Eustis to-day to 
send five companies forward to reoccupy Fort Mellon, and prepare storehouses for the supplies for the 
campaign. 

By a despatch received this morning from Tampa Bay, I learn that Holati Micco, principal chief of 
the Pease creek Tallassees has been captured, with a sub-chief and a warrior. This is a chief of great 
influence, and one of the most hostile and most opposed to emigration of any in the nation; he assisted in 
carrying off my hostages in time. He is chief of the band of which Powell is a sub-chief. 

The prospect is now flattering for a speedy termination of the war, and I entertain the most sanguine 
hopes that it may be terminated during the present year. At all events, no efforts shall be spared to 
accomplish that object. The service suffers for want of officers. Most of those who have joined are young 
second lieutenants. 

I have the honor to be, sir, your obedient servant, 
THOMAS 8S. JESUP, Major General, Commanding. 


Hon. J. R. Pornserr, Secretary of War, Washington City. 





ITeapquarrers AxMy OF THE Soutu, Picolata, November 10, 1837. 


Sir: On the 4th instant I had the honor to report the arrival of one of the members of the Cherokee 
delegation. He accompanied me to St. Augustine, and on the 7th instant, after I had called his attention 
to the fact of his chief having omitted in his talk to the Seminoles to urge the necessity of emigration, 
and had informed him that that talk would not be allowed to go to the Seminoles without further instruc- 
tions from the War Department, I afforded him an interview with the Seminole chiefs confined at the fort. 
Ife informed them that the object of the delegation was to counsel them to submit, and throw themselves on 
the magnanimity of the American government and people. He observed that the Cherokees and Semi- 
noles were the only aboriginal people remaining east of the Mississippi; that the Cherokees expected to 
go to the west, and desired the Seminoles toaccompany them. He alluded to the talk from his chief, but 
repeated no part of it. 

The principal chief, Coe Hajo, replied that he desired peace; that he was ready to emigrate, and that 
Micanopy and many of the Seminoles were willing to go. But he added, that until he came in to me, his 
life was constantly in danger—that the Mickasukies, but for Powell, would have killed him on his return 
from Fort King. 

Colonel Sherburne and the other members of the delegation arrived here last night, and departed for 
St. Augustine to-day. Ihave directed the commanding officer of that post to afford them every facility 
for communicating with the Seminole chiefs. But I have required that in all their talks emigration be 
insisted on as an indispensable condition of peace. 

The Cherokee chief, in the fourth paragraph of his talk, assures the Seminoles that if they lay aside 
their warlike attitude and come in, a treaty of peace will be negotiated with them under the authority of 
the President of the United States. Again, he says: “As to the terms upon which your treaty of peace 
shall be negotiated, I have nothing to say. That is a matter to be argued upon between you and the 
government of the United States.” 

Now, in place of a treaty to be negotiated, my instructions require me to enforce compliance with 
the provisions of an existing treaty, and the terms of that treaty are already known to both parties, and 
are not yet to be agreed upon. 

The chief adds the assurance that the Seminoles are to be liberally compensated for any losses or 
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injuries which they may have sustained by the injustice of white men; and that, after peace and friend- 
ship shall have been restored, they will be permitted to send a delegation to visit the President, in com- 
pany with the agent and Cherokee delegation. Neither of those latter propositions is embraced in my 
instructions Indeed, I cannot comprehend the communication of the Cherokee chief, unless the .govern- 
ment have abandoned emigration; for all the propositions it contains and the assurances it gives are in- 
compatible with that policy. 

My last campaign has driven the Indians entirely out of a tract of country embracing more than two 
degrees of latitude, and at least nine millions of acres of land. If emigration is to be abandoned, I can, 
without any mediation, place the whole body of Indians so far south as to secure to the country nine addi- 
tional millions of acres. But if my instructions are to be adhered to, and the settled poiicy of the country 
is to be carried out, the talk of the Cherokee chief is calculated to do no good, but a great deal of mischief, 
and should not, under any circumstances, be allowed to go to the Seminoles. 

I find myself so much embarrassed by the position in which this document has placed me that I have 
decided to send an officer to Washington, as the bearer of this despatch, who, from his long service here, 
his knowledge of the Indians and of the country, and his general intelligence, will be able to give full 
information on all matters connected with the subject of the war, and the views and condition of the 
Indians. Captain Vinton, of the artillery, is the officer to whom I allude, and whom I respectfully recom- 
mend to the notice of the department. 

I have the honor to be, with high consideration and respect, your obedient servant, 
THOMAS 8. JESUP, Major General, Commanding. 


Hon, J. R. Potnserr, Secretary of War, Washington City. 


Heapquarters Army oF THE Soutu, Picolata, November 10, 1837. 


Sir: An error in regard to the compensation to be allowed to the Shawnee and Delaware warriors 
has been reported to me, and I have also been furnished wih a copy of an order for their discharge, unless 
they consent to receive the sum authorized by law. One hundred and seventy-seven of them had arrived 
at Tampa Bay before the order of their discharge had been received by the officer who conducted them 
thither, and I had ordered a portion of them to join me on the St. John’s. 

To discharge them now, or to pursue any course towards them which would dissatisfy them, might, 
and no doubt would, have a most injurious effect on our relations with the Seminoles. The moral effect 
produced upon the Seminoles by their arrival will be most advantageous; and if they were to be removed, 
particularly under circumstances which would be likely to give dissatisfaction to them, it might cost us 
another campaign. I enclose a copy of a letter addressed to Lieutenant Colonel Davenport on the subject of 
the Indians; part of them will probably have marched to the interior before that letter be received at Tampa, 
and to order them to return might cause the Seminoles, who are inclined to surrender, to hold out with 
the Mickasukies. Untill have your instructions on the subject, I consider it to be my duty to retain them. 

In relation to the campaign, everything is ready; and I only wait the return of the steamers which 
took forward the advance to Fort Mellon, to move at once into the Indian country with the whole force 
on this side of the peninsula. 

I shall take the principal Seminole chief, Coe Hajo, with me. He is desirous of sending for his family 
and the remainder of his people. These secured, he proposes to.enter our service, and conduct the troops 
to all the hiding-places of the enemy. 

I have the honor to be, &c., &c., 
THOMAS S$. JESUP, Major General, Commanding. 


Hon. J. R. Pornserr, Secretary of War, Washington City. 


H[eapguarters Army OF THE Soutu, St. Augustine, November 7, 1837. 


Coronet: I have received your letter of the 31st ultimo, with the reports from the various branches 
of the service. The captures in this quarter must not only have weakened the enemy greatly, for we 
have sixteen chiefs and sub-chiefs and ninety-eight first-rate warriors, but the loss of so many of their 
leaders must distract their councils. The principal chief here assures me that a large portion of the 
Seminoles would come in were they not overawed by the Mickasukies. 

{ have also received your letter of the Ist instant. I regret the circumstance to which you refer. The 
importance of fulfilling all our engagements with the Indians, with most scrupulous good faith, is unques- 
tionable. To dismiss them now might not only cost us an additional campaign here, but cause difficulties 
on our western border. We must therefore return them at all hazards. I wish you to assure them that 
our laws do not authorize the payment of the sum stipulated, but that the enemy has a large property, 
consisting of ponies, cattle, and negroes, and that I will pay them for all the cattle they take, and they 
will also be paid fifty dollars for every negro they take, and they will be allowed to keep the ponies, or to 
sell them, as they may think proper. Represent to them, also, that our country is just, and that, if they 
serve well, I will take their chiefs to Washington, and represent their case to our great council, (Congress, ) 
and I have no doubt of obtaining for them all that has been promised. 

I am, colonel, most respectfully, your most obedient servant, 


THOMAS $8. JESUP, Major General, Commanding. 


Lieutenant Colonel Wa. Davenport, lst Infantry, Tampa Bay, Florida. 


Ieapecarrers Army oF THE Sourn, Volusia, November 21, 1837. 
Sir: Ihave had the honor of receiving, to-day, your letter of the 16th of October, by Lieutenant 
McLean, of the marine corps. Unable to place him in command of troops, consistently with the claims of 
the officers of the army who are now serving with their companies, I have attached him to the staff, as 
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assistant commissary and assistant quartermaster. In either of these capacities he will be able to render 
useful service. 
I have the honor to be, sir, your obedient servant, 
THOMAS 8S. JESUP, Major General, Commanding. 


Hon. J. R. Poryserr, Secretary of War, Washington City. 





I[eapquarters Army OF THE Soutu, Volusia, November 21, 1837. 

Sim: I have had the honor to receive, to-day, your letters of the 27th, 30th, and 31st of the last 
month, and of the 10th of the present month. 

The authority contained in those of the 30th ultimo and the 10th instant is all I wanted. I could 
not comprehend either the talk of Ross or his instructions to the delegation, unless the government had 
changed its policy; and as not a word has been said to that effect in any of your communications, I could 
not believe that any change had taken place. The delegation informed me that you had read and approved 
the talk; but I was apprehensive there was something which they had not communicated. Had I received 
your letter of the 20th ultimo before Captain Vinton’s departure I would not have sent him to Washington. 

I shall furnish Lieutenant Powell with the force which he may require. He will co-operate with me, 
without abandoning the original objects of his expedition; and I shall probably find it necessary to 
increase the force to be sent in the direction of the Everglades, to prevent the retreat of the Indians 
thither. 

I have a sufficient force for every purpose, either in the field or coming on. Supplies are abundant 
for all immediate purposes; and all required for future operations can be obtained as they may be wanted. 

The Indians are already driven from more than fifteen millions of acres of land, worth twenty millions 
of dollars; and in less than a month we shall drive them off from five to ten millions of acres more. The 
St. John’s is navigable for steamboats fifty miles above Fort Mellon; and the country, I understand, is 
more valuable the further we go south. 

Colonel Mills has joined, from Fort King, with three hundred volunteers; and Colonel Twiggs, with 
four hundred dragoons, has just returned from a reconnoissance of the country between the St. John’s 
and the Ocklawaha, north of the road from Volusia to Fort Armstrong. I shall proceed, on the 23d or 
24th, at the head of this force, south of the road, and sweep the whole country between the St. John’s and 
the Ocklawaha to Fort Mellon. 

General Eustis is at Fort Mellon, and Lieutenant Colonel Bankhead has been sent forward to estab- 
lish a post forty or fifty miles above. 

Congress, I perceive, are alarmed at the expenses of the war; they have gotten the country into it, 
and they will find that they must make three or four such appropriations, at the least, before they get 
clear of it. They broke the army down in 1821, and are responsible for all the Indian difficulties which 
have since taken place. Had they left it as it was in 1818, it would have been competent, with the two 
regiments of dragoons since added, for every purpose of defence, as well as for the suppression of every 
hostile movement on the part of the Indians. 

I hope that the huckstering views of certain prominent members will not be allowed to influence the 
policy of the country, or prevent the appropriations necessary to carry it out. 

As to the removal of the Seminoles, I believe now it can be effected, so far as the main body are con- 
cerned, though I have no doubt the present generation will have passed away before the whole be driven 
from the country. But the Cherokees will give trouble, if prompt measures be not adopted in regard to 
them before the Ist of May. A war with them, however, cannot last a month, if proper dispositions be 
made in time. All the difficulties of our Indian wars have resulted from delaying preparations too long. 

I will write at least every week. 

And [ am, sir, with high consideration and respect, your obedient servant, 
THOMAS §S. JESUP. 

Hon. J. R. Potnserr, Secretary of War, Washington City. 





Heapquarters Arwy oF THE Soutu, Volusia, November 22, 1837. 

Sir: By Lieutenant McLean, who arrived yesterday, I was informed that a force of twelve or thirteen 
hundred Georgia volunteers were on their march to Florida. I had requested the governor to send Colonel 
Nelson with a battalion, or even a regiment, if he could raise the force; but, in reply, he informed me that 
you had countermanded the requisition on that State; and I had learned from Major Churchill, as well as 
from other sources, that the colonel was employed on the Cherokee frontier, and would not be in Florida. 
I had, therefore, not calculated upon him, 

On the 5th instant I received information that the colonel was on his march with a regiment. That 
force I believed I could employ usefully, if it should arrive, and determined to accept it; but I shall be 
rather embarrassed by the force now arriving. To refuse to accept it, however, might produce difficulty 
with the volunteers, which would probably be injurious to the service in any future occasion where such 
a force might be required. As it is near at hand, I believe the better course will be to accept it, and give 
it active employment at once. I shall, therefore, take it into service; and it will enable me to cover every 
foot of the country where an enemy could find refuge. The greatest difficulty will be to supply this force; 
but the quartermaster’s and commissary’s departments will only have to redouble their energies. 

No foree will, of course, be required from the northern cities. 

I have the honor to be, sir, most respectfully, your obedient servant, 
THOMAS 8S. JESUP, Major General, Commanding. 


IIon. J. R. Pornserr, Secretary of War, Washington City. 
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Heapquarters ARMY OF THE Soutu, Fort Mellon, November 28, 1837. 


Sir: As I have already reported to the adjutant general, I arrived at this post on the 26th instant, 
and found the Cherokee delegation here. The messengers whom I had permitted the captive chiefs to send 
out with messages to their people and to Micanopy had returned. They brought a message from Micanopy 
to me, stating that he was ready to fulfil the treaty of Fort Dade, and that he would collect the chiefs in 
council to-morrow, and he had no doubt of inducing them and the greater number of their people to sur- 
render. He desired that the Cherokee chiefs might be permitted to attend the council. I conversed with 
those chiefs in relation to their instructions, and to the talk of their principal chief. I pointed out to them 
the omission on the part of Mr. Ross, in both the talk to the Seminoles and the instructions to them, to 
refer to emigration as an indispensable condition of peace. They replied that, acting as mediators, they 
could do no act that might be construed into dictation; that they could only act as advisers; but that 
they considered themselves authorized by their instructions to advise the Seminoles to fulfil all their 
treaties with scrupulous fidelity; and it was their instructions to do so, if permitted to confer with the 
Seminoles. Believing that no injury could attend their conference with the Seminoles, posted as the troops 
now are, I consented, after consulting General Eustis, who concurred with me in opinion, to allow them 
to proceed to Micanopy’s camp, about forty miles south of this post. They departed this morning, accom- 
panied by Coe Hajo, and are to return in six days. 

The messengers report that Micanopy was on his way to Tampa Bay to surrender, and that Alligator 
had gone into that place for the same purpose. 

If the council have no other eflect, it will cause the Indians, who are now much dispersed, to reas- 
semble, when they can be more readily attacked. 

I have the honor to be, sir, your obedient servant, 
THOMAS 8S. JESUP, Major General, Commanding. 


Hon. J. R. Pornserr, Secretary of War, Washington City. 


Hrapquarrers Army or THE Sovru, Fort Jlellon, November 29, 183°. 


Str: In my letter of the 21st I stated, on the information then in my possession, that the St. John’s 
might be navigated by steamboats fifty miles above this post; but more accurate information convinces 
me that, except at extraordinary stages of the water, we cannot calculate with certainty on steamboat 
navigation more than thirty-five miles above, unless boats of less draught can be obtained. Barges, how- 
ever, can be used as far as exploring parties have advanced, which has been twenty or twenty-five miles 
above Lake Harney. 

General Hernandez will turn Indian river with his mounted men, and pass the foot and supplies 
across. I shall not allow his operations, nor those of Colonel Taylor or General Smith, to be checked for 
a moment by the Seminole councils; and the delay of this column will be more than counterbalanced by 
the increased efficiency of its means. 

Should the council result favorably, a large portion of the Indians may be assembled at St. Augustine 
by the lst of January; should it result unfavorably, the winter, I hope, will suffice to close the war, as 
the force is more than ample; and from the energy of the quartermaster’s and commissary’s departments, 
I have no fear of supplies being furnished whenever required. 

With high consideration and respect, I have the honor to be, sir, your most obedient servant, 
THOMAS 8. JESUP, Major General, Commanding 


Hon. J. R. Pornserr, Secretary of War, Washington City. 





Hrapquarters Army or THE Sovutu, Fort Mellon, November 30, 1837. 

Sir: I have the honor to report that thirteen Indians and thirty-six negroes (among the former are 
Powell’s family) have this moment come into camp and surrendered, which, with five who came in a few 
days ago, make fifty-four, who have come in since the troops have been at this post. 

I am sir, respectfully, your obedient servant, 
THOMAS 8. JESUP, Major General, Commanding. 


Hon. J. R. Pornserr, Secretary of War, Washington City. 





Heapquarters Army OF THE Sovtu, Steamboat on Lake George, December 6, 1837. 


Sm: On the evening of the 3d instant Micanopy, Cloud, Tukeegee, and Nocose Yahola, came into 
camp and surrendered themselves. They were accompanied by the Cherokee delegation and by the chief 
Coe Hajo, whom I had sent out to assure the Seminole Indians that all who would surrender should receive 
kind treatment. The Cherokee delegation have acted in accordance with the views of the government; 
in explaining to the Seminole chiefs the talk of Mr. Ross, they have urged the importance and necessity 
of fulfilling all their treaty stipulations. They manifest every disposition to co-operate with me, and thus 
far I approve entirely of their course. On the 5th instant I met the Seminole chiefs in council, The 
principal officers of the army and the Cherokee delegation attended. 

I opened the council by remarking on the bad faith with which the Seminoles had acted, and desired 
to know from them what were their views and expectations in coming to camp. Micanopy replied, that 
he desired peace, and would fulfil the treaty which he had made with us; but that his people were dis- 
persed, and that several of the principal chiefs were absent, and could not join him for many days; but 
he and the other chiefs observed, that give them time and all would “ go right.” 

I replied that our object was to save, not to destroy them; that it was the desire of the government 
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and people of the United States to treat them with the utmost liberality; but we had been so often deceived 
by their promises that I hardly knew how to rely on their professions; that it was my intention not to be 
deceived by them again; and I required the immediate surrender of the families of the chiefs and warriors 
confined at St. Augustine. Micanopy promised to surrender them. I then required that Sam Jones should 
surrender with his people, and that all the Seminoles and Mickasukies within four days’ march of us should 
come in immediately and surrender their arms. This was assented to; seven days were allowed for the 
families of the prisoners at St. Augustine and for Jones’s people to surrender, and ten for those of Mica- 
nopy and Cloud. Messengers were immediately despatched to carry the orders of the chiefs into effect. 
Though I believe the chiefs to be sincere, I have but little reliance on their promises; I doubt their influence 
over their people. I shall, however, hold them as hostages, and compel them to act as guides if their 
people should not come in; ten days will settle the matter. 

Having a few days disposable, I determined to go to Garey’s Ferry to make arrangements in relation 
to the volunteer force lately arrived, and I am now on my way down for that purpose. 

I have the honor to be, most respectfully, your obedient servant, 
THOMAS 8. JESUP, Major General, Commanding. 


Hon. J. R. Pornserr, Secretary of War, Washington City. 


P. S.—I propose to discharge the Florida volunteers immediately. 





Hrapquarters Army or THE Sovuru, ort Mellon, December 13, 1837. 

Sir: From information received from Indians who have come in of the proximity of St. Lucie river to 
the hunting grounds of the Seminoles, I desired to have an examination of that river. Lieutenant Powell 
offered to perform that service, and I have directed Captain Brown, of the army, to accompany him. A 
steamboat capable of going to sea being required to accompany the expedition to that river, I have been 
compelled to take the Poinsett off her ordinary route, and place her temporarily under the direction of 

- Lieutenant Powell and Captain Brown. The quartermaster will make such arrangements as to prevent 
the delay of despatches to and from the army. 

Should the Indians not come in and surrender we shall be compelled to pursue a large portion of 
them to the south, and in that event a post must be established on St. Lucie, and another on New river 
or at Florida Point. 

I have the honor to be, sir, your obedient servant, 
THOMAS S. JESUP. 

Hon. J. R. Pornserr, Secretary of War, Washington City. 





Herapquarters Army or THE Sovtu, Mort Mellon, December 14, 1837. 

Sir: The Cherokee delegation returned this morning and reported that their mission had entirely 
failed. I have lost by their mediation two weeks’ valuable time, but I do not regret it, as the whole 
American people must now be sensible that no reliance can be placed on the promises of the Indians, and 
that it is useless to enter into any treaty stipulations with them. 

I shall press forward with the utmost energy possible, and endeavor to bring the Indians to battle if 
they be concentrated, but I apprehend they are entirely dispersed. Living, as they do, for the most part, 
on roots, they cannot remain concentrated over three or four days at a time. 

I have the honor to be, sir, your obedient servant, 
THOMAS S. JESUP, Major General, Commanding. 


Hon. J. R. Potnserr, Secretary of War, Washington City. 





Heanaguarters ArMy oF THE Sovutn, Fort Mellon, December 15, 1837. 

Sir: The Cherokee delegation will leave in the first steamer that goes down to Garey’s Ferry on their 
return to their homes. It is due to justice that I should express to you the high sense which I entertain 
of their character and conduct. Their mission was terminated, as I believed it would from the beginning, 
unsuccessfully; but they have acted with the most untiring zeal and earnestness in endeavoring to 
convince the misguided chiefs of the Seminoles and Mickasukies, as well as their people, of the 
advantages of peace and the necessity of fulfilling their treaty engagements. 

Having entertained some doubts as to the true objects of the mission, which I expressed to you 
before I became acquainted with the members of the delegation, I consider it due to them, as well as to 
myself, to assure you of my belief that they have acted throughout in perfect good faith and with a 
sincere desire to serve you and our country, and to benefit the Indians by enlightening them in regard to 
their true interests. 

Immediately on the failure of the mediation becoming certain, I sent to St. Augustine seventy-two 
Indians who were at and near the camp; among them are Micanopy, the principal chief of the nation; 
Cloud, the war chief who commanded at the Wahoo; and Nocose Yahola, the Creek chief of highest 
rank who came down from Alabama in 1836. 

We have now no prospect of terminating the war except by battle; but it is extremely doubtful 
whether the Indians will fight; their policy is to fly, knowing, as they do, that on the approach of summer 
the climate will fight their battles for them, and drive us from the country. 

I have the honor to be, sir, respectfully, your obedient servant, 
THOMAS S. JESUP, 
Hon. J. R. Pornserr, Secretary of War, Washington City. 
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Hranguarters Army oF THE Sovutu, Fort Mellon, December 18, 1837. 


Sir: I received on the 9th instant your letter of the 25th ultimo, 

Having issued the order placing Dr. Russell on duty in the field on the assignment of the medical 
director of this army, I called on that officer for a report in the case immediately on the receipt of the 
letter referred to. I have received his report to-day, and I herewith enclose a copy of it; I hope you will 
find in it sufficient reasons for the measure. 

There can be no doubt of Dr. Russell’s merit as a medical man, but there is not another medical 
officer in Florida who has been as long in the Territory as he has, whose claims are not superior to his; 
he has not, that I am aware, been in the field at any previous time since the war commenced. 

I have considered all the officers in Florida disposable for service wherever the interests of the 
public might render it proper to place them; and while I shall ever be ready to carry out the views of 
my Official superiors when communicated to me, I cannot permit what Dr. Russell, in his letter, a copy of 
which you enclosed to me, calls “a@ semi-official understanding” with any department, to control measures 
which I deem essential to the good of the service. 

As Dr. Turner is eflicient in the hospital and is considered unable to take the field, and as Dr. 
Russell, to high professional character and attainments unites the physical ability required in active 
operations, I shall retain him with the command of General Eustis until the present expedition terminate. 

As regards Dr. Peck, he was employed by contract, and in strict accordance with the regulations; 
it will be impossible to discharge him immediately, unless other army surgeons be sent into the country. 

I do not suppose that Dr. Russell intended to make the impression that Dr. Peck was employed in 
consequence of my ordering him to the field; the truth is the very reverse. The authority would have 
been given to the commanding officer to employ a citizen if he or Dr. Weightman had been retained at 
St. Augustine; Dr. Russell himself considered two medical gentlemen necessary, and desired Dr. Turner 
as his assistant. I could spare but one from the field, and ordered Dr. Russell to that service, because 
he was physically capable of performing the duties required of him there. 

I have the honor to be, sir, your obedient servant, 
THOMAS 8. JESUP, IZajor General, Commanding. 


Hon. J. R. Pornserr, Secretary of War, Washington City. 





Forr Metron, December 18, 1837. 

Sin: Agreeably to your instructions, I will state the grounds on which the assignment of Assistant 
Surgeon Russel] to duty in the field was made, and I will premise my statement with the remark that it 
now enters my imagination that an officer of any department could be placed within the limits of your 
command in such a situation as would prevent you from having the complete control of his services. At 
the time Dr. Russell was ordered to join General Eustis’s command, the major part of that command was 
at Black creek, without any medical officer to accompany it. Assistant Surgeon Jarvis was with the com- 
mand at Volusia, Assistant Surgedn Laub was relieved by a citizen physician, to accompany that portion 
of General Eustis’s brigade which moved to Fort Mellon ; Assistant Surgeon King, as soon as he arrived 
at Black creek, was ordered to relieve Assistant Surgeon Moflit, who was directed to report to Colonel 
Grates, and join his command at St. Augustine; Assistant Surgeons Russell and Turner were doing duty. 
It became necessary either to employ a citizen physician to accompany the brigade into the field, or detail 
one of the two latter-named gentlemen. I knew of no citizen practitioner whose services could be obtained, 
and who would have been competent to the duties of the station. Dr. Russell had himself informed me that Dr. 
Turner’s health was so variable as to render him unfit for the duties of the field. At the same time he expressed 
a strong desire to have him stationed at St. Augustine, and spoke in the highest terms of his efficiency in 
hospital practice. Dr. Russell was then the only available officer of the department, and was possessed of all 
the physical and professional qualities requisite for the situation. I took the opportunity of a private con- 
versation with Dr. Russell to lay the above circumstances before him, and appealed to him to admit the 
necessity that existed for the detail. He did not deny it, but stipulated for his return to St. Augustine as 
soon as his services could be dispensed with in the field. 

I cannot think that Dr. Russel has any cause for complaint. It appears, by the Army Register, that 
he has been more than nineteen years in service, and, if I mistake not, this is the first tour of armed service 
in the field that he has performed. With regard to the employment of a private physician to assist 
Assistant Surgeon Turner, there can be no doubt of the propriety or necessity of the act. On the 21st of 
September, when I arrived at St. Augustine, the number of sick was 23 in hospital and 6 in quarters, 
Assistant Surgeons Russell, Jarvis, and Turner, were all on duty there at that time, and, I supposed, were 
considered necessary there by the director of the general hospital, as Assistant Surgeon Mote, the only 
medical officer at Fort Peyton, had been taken into the field with General Hernandez’s command, leaving 
that post without medical attendance, further than an occasional visit by Dr. Turner. At the time Dr. 
Jarvis was ordered from St. Augustine, leaving no assistant to Dr. Russell, there were 31 sick in hospital 
and 5 in quarters, with some sick Indians. The duties were then considered onerous by Dr. Russell, and 
the arrival of Dr. Turner, who had been ordered to St. Augustine, expected with some impatience. It was 
on the 23d of October that Dr. Jarvis was ordered from St. Augustine, and on the 4th of November Dr. Rus- 
sell was ordered into the field, being relieved by Assistant Surgeon Turner, who was at that time assisting 
him in the duties of the station; and as the number of medical officers at that post was thus reduced from 
two to one, and the number of sick increasing, the commanding officer was authorized to employ an assistant 
for Dr. Turner, when it was found necessary. The number sick, on the day Dr. Peck was employed, was 
55 in hospital and 11 in quarters, which is the lowest number since his employment. The average number 
of sick for November is, in hospital about 65, in quarters about 30, daily. Speaking of the sick Indians, Dr. 
Turner says, in the letter accompanying his last report, “at present the number of sick may be safely esti- 
mated at 75.” 

Dr. Peck is a gentleman of high standing in his profession, and as he furnishes his own fuel and 
quarters, the terms cannot be considered immoderate; they are considerably within the pay and emolu- 
ment of an assistant surgeon of two years’ standing. 

With the highest respect, your obedient servant, 
C. A. FINLEY, Surgeon and Medical Director. 

Major General T. 8. Jesup, Commanding Army of the South. 

Official: A. B. Leonarp, Lieutenant and Aide-de-camp. 
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Herapnquarrers Army oF THE Souru, ort Mellon, December 19, 1837. 


Sir: I received yesterday your letters of the lst and 2d of this month, and I immediately wrote to 
Brigadier General Nelson, directing him to reduce his mounted force to eight hundred men. I shall 
reduce the Alabama force to six hundred, and I have taken measures to discharge the whole Florida force 
except two companies, which I wish to retain as spies. As the horses break down, the men retained will 
be discharged. 

The advance of General Eustis’s brigade moved on the 15th, the general moved on the 17th, and the 
dragoons this morning, except a single company, with which I shall proceed in the morning. So difficult 
is the route that the general will not encamp more than fourteen or fifteen miles from this post to-night. 
I expect to overtake him to-morrow or early next morning. 

I remained to-day to ascertain whether a steamboat can be passed over the bar of Lake Monroe. I 
doubt the practicability of getting it over; but, until it be demonstrated to be impossible, I am not willing 
to abandon a measure so important to the service. ° 

We now know positively that the Seminole chiefs can exercise no influence over any portion of their 
people on the subject of emigration. These people are like no other Indians; they do not live in large 
bands, but are dispersed in families over the whole territory south of Lake Harney. There are seldom 
more than from ten to twenty women and children in a body; it is therefore impossible to capture any 
large portion of their women and children. 

I have the honor to be, sir, your obedient servant, 
THOMAS S. JESUP, Major General, Commanding. 


Hon. J. R. Pornserr, Secretary of War, Washington City. 





Hrapquarters, Fort Lane, Head of Lake Harney, December 20, 1837. 


Sir: The difficulties of the country are such that General Eustis is less than thirty miles in advance 
of Fort Mellon. I left that post yesterday after 10 o’clock a. m., and this morning came up with him. 
Leaving his command south of the Ecowlaik Hatchee, I came to this post for the purpose of reconnoitring 
the country, and determining the site of a bridge over that creek, and a route for a road to a depot which 
I propose to establish in advance. 

My aide-de-camp, Lieutenant Linnard, succeeded yesterday in getting a steamboat over the bar at the 
head of Lake Monroe; but I apprehend some accident has occurred, as she has not arrived. Lieutenant 
Searle, of my staff, is now in advance for the purpose of ascertaining whether supplies can be gotten to 
shore above this post from the transport boats. The guides report that the river cannot be approached 
above, in consequence of the extensive impassable swamps on both sides of it. 

The enemy, who were concentrated within from twenty to forty miles of this place a month ago, have 
dispersed and moved south. They cannot be approached from this quarter in less than a month, unless 
the river can be made available for the transportation of supplies. With the utmost that can be done, 
General Eustis will not be able to average more than twelve miles a day with his train. I propose, after 
establishing a depot in advance, to employ the train, under proper escorts, in pushing supplies forward, 
and operating in advance of the depot without wagons. 

I perceive in the papers a great deal of censure cast upon the department for employing Indians in 
the service of the United States. As I permit no one to be lashed over my shoulders, it is proper that I 
set that matter right. I am responsible for bringing Indian warriors into the service. I raised and 
employed a brigade of them in Alabama, and a regiment in the last campaign in Florida; and I not only 
recommended, but urged, as a reference to my correspondence will show, the employment of northern 
Indians in this campaign; and, to save American blood, I would employ the dogs of Cuba, if I could 
obtain them, regardless alike of the cant of hypocrites or the bluster of demagogues. There are men, I 
perceive, and those occupying high stations, too, who seem to consider Indian atrocities, when exercised 
upon the people of the frontier, as so much matters of course as not to excite the slightest emotion. Their 
constant theme is the wrongs of the poor Indians, without a thought for the slaughtered wives and chil- 
dren, and conflagrated dwellings, of their own countrymen. I envy not that man his feelings whose 
sympathies are all reserved for the ruthless savage. 

I have the honor to be, sir, your obedient servagt, 
THOMAS 8S. JESUP, Major General, Commanding. 

Hon. J. R. Potnserr, Secretary of War, Washington City. 


P, S.—2I1st. The steamboat has just entered the lake. 





Ifeapquarters Army or THE Soutn, Fort Lane, Head of Lake Harney, December 22, 1837. 


Sir: In the orders establishing double ration posts in Florida, Jacksonville was omitted. The ex- 
penses of living in Florida exeeed those of any other portion of our country in which I have served; and 
I urgently recommend that double rations be allowed to the commanders of all posts established, and that 
the allowance be made to the officers who have heretofore commanded at Jacksonville. 

The dragoons are employed to-day in packing forage forward. The Tennessecans, and the few 
Floridians still in service, are opening a road from this post to General Eustis’s camp, south; and the 
artillery, under the immediate command of the general, are erecting a bridge over Ecowlaik Hatchee. 

Lieutenant Searle went forward this morning, with a Mackinac boat loaded with forage, to ascertain 
whether the navigation be practicable above. 

I have the honor to be, sir, your obedient servant, 
THOMAS 8. JESUP, Major General, Commanding. 


Hon. J. R. Potnserr, Secretary of War, Washington City. 
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Hranaqvarrers Army or THE Soutu, Fort Christmas, December 30, 1837. 

Sm: In a postscript to my letter of yesterday I mentioned the report of the capture of thirty Indians 
and negroes, and that the enemy was represented to be in force about fifty miles in advance. « Colonel 
Twiggs, who has closely examined the prisoners, is of opinion that they have gone far beyond the point 
where they were expected to make a stand. He reports that it will take him two days to make a swamp 
in his front practicable. 

I came to this post last night, 
to-day. 


and, but for the report from the colonel, would have gone forward 


I am, sir, most respectfully, your obedient servant, 
THOMAS 8S. JESUP, Major General, Commanding. 


Hon. J..R. Potnsert, Secretary of War, Washington City. 


Hrapqvarters Army or THE Sovurn, Fort Christmas, Powell's Camp, January 2, 1838. 
Sir: Ihave the honor to submit a copy of a report this moment received from Brigadier General 
Armistead. 
We have now the evidence of Jumper as to the bad faith of the Cherokees. If John Ross be allowed 
to get into his own hands and that of his council the amount to be paid for the Cherokee lands, he will 
have the means, as he will perhaps have the inclination, to rally the Indian force west of the Mississippi, 
as well as the black force within the southern States and the Territory of Florida, against the United 
States. 
The assurance given by the Cherokee delegation that the Seminoles would be allowed to remain “on 
certain conditions” in Florida, leaves us no other means of ridding the country of them than the applica- 
tion of force. Whether they can be overtaken, finding, as they do, subsistence in every prairie, hammock, 
and pine barren, is extremely doubtful. 
I have the honor to be, sir, your obedient servant, 


THOMAS S. JESUP. 


Hon. J. R. Pornserr, Secretary of War, Washington City. 


Fort Brooke, December 25, 1837. 
Generat: I have the honor to inform you that I received a communication from Colonel Taylor, dated 
The colonel says: I left Fort Gardiner yesterday at 
sunrise ; in the evening I met Jumper at this place, with about fifteen warriors, including a brother of 
Holatoochee’s, with their families and some negroes, amounting in all to sixty-three, accompanied by the 
party of friendly Indians sent out to accompany them ; that he had directed Jumper to proceed with his 
people to Fort Gardiner ; that Jumper had sent a runner to Alligator, advising him to meet Colonel Taylor 
and come in; that Jumper and his party would remain four days at Fort Gardiner, awaiting the arrival 
Jumper expressed considerable doubt as to Alli- 


fourteen miles down the Kissimmee, December 21. 


of more of their people, before going into Pease creek. 
gator’s coming in, as well as a large portion of the Seminoles, who he thought would join the Mickasukies ; 
this movement on their part he attributes to the escape at St. Augustine of the prisoners, in addition to 
the statement made by the Cherokee delegation that they could remain in the country upon certain condi- 
tions. This is all the information I received from Colonel Taylor. I have also to inform you that Doctor 
Lawson arrived at this post on the 23d with 270 of the Pennsylvania volunteers ; they will leave to-day 
or to-morrow under orders to join Colonel Smith. On the event of the Indians coming in at Pease creek, 
I should be glad to know if they are to be ordered to this post, and what disposition I am to make of 
them after their arrival here. 
I am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
W. k. ARMISTEAD, Brig. Gen., Commanding First Division Army of the South. 
Lieut. J. A. Cuampers, Aide-de-camp, Assist. Adjt. Gen., Army of the South, Fort Mellon. 


A true copy: W. G. Freeman, Lieutenant Fourth Artillery. 


Heapgvarters Army oF THE Sovutu, six miles north of Fort McNeil, January 5, 1838. 


Sir: It will be seen by my report to the adjutant general to-day that Colonel Taylor brought the 
enemy to battle, on Okeecholer, on the 25th ultimo, and that General Nelson met a portion of them in the 
Waccassassa on the 26th ultimo. 

I had, previously to receiving their reports, ordered the discharge of all the Florida volunteers, except 
two small companies of a battalion of Alabama volunteers, and of about five hundred Georgia volunteers. 
The information from General Nelson and Colonel Taylor has induced me to countermand so much of the 
orders as relates to the discharge of the Georgia and Alabama voluntecrs and one company of the Florida 
volunteers. 

The war can be closed only by the most vigorous efforts, not only of the army but of the govern- 
ment. Whilst a warrior lives, we shall have him to fight. 

The difficulties presented by the country are such that the expenses of the war will be greatly 
increased as we proceed south. 

I have the honor to be, sir, your obedient servant, 
THOMAS 8. JESUP, Major General, Commanding. 

Hon. J. R. Pornserr, Secretary of War, Washington City. 
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A PLAN FOR THE PROTECTION OF THE NORTH AND EASTERN BOUNDARY OF THE 
UNITED STATES. 


COMMUNICATED TO THE SENATE JANUARY 10, 1838. 


Department oF War, January 9, 1838. 

Sir: In reply to the resolution of the Senate of the 14th October last, asking for a “ plan for the pro- 
tection of the north and eastern frontiers of the United States,” &c., I have the honor to transmit, here- 
with, extracts of a letter from Major General Scott, to the commanding general. In this communication, 
that officer does not suggest any new plan of defence, but confines himself to a statement of the minimum 
force required at the several posts and stations for the protection of the northern and eastern frontiers of 
the United States. Indeed, the very thorough examination given to this subject by a board of engineers 
appointed after the close of the last war, and the general system of defence laid down by them, render it 
unnecessary to submit new plans for that purpose. All that can be done is, to reiterate their recommend- 
ations, and to state the actual condition of those frontiers. They are exposed to insult and attack along 
their whole line; the inland borders for want of proper garrisons for the several posts, and the maritime 
frontier from all the fortifications being incomplete, unfinished, and unarmed. 

Admonished by the difficulties which had been encountered, and the incredible expenses incurred at 
the commencement of the last war from want of preparation, the nation, immediately on the return of 
peace, adopted measures for the defence of the seaboard. The circumstances attending that contest had 
shown that the whole extent of the coast was vulnerable, and that an active and enterprising enemy, 
with comparatively small means, might keep the country in a state of alarm, by threatening the entire 
line, and selecting the unguarded points for attack—a mode of warfare which obliged the government to 
incur great and disproportionate expense, and to employ an immense force in ineffectual attempts to pro- 
tect its defenceless and extensive maritime frontier. 

The coast was reconnoitered by a board of engineers, and a system of defence adopted, intended to 
cover our great naval establishments and principal cities; to close important harbors to the enemy, and 
secure them to our own navy; to deprive the enemy of strong positions, where, protected by his naval 
superiority, he might fix permanent quarters in our territory, maintain himself during the war, and keep 
the frontier in a state of perpetual alarm; to prevent, as much as possible, the great avenues of interior 
navigation from being blockaded by a naval force, at their entrance into the oecan; and to cover the 
coastwise and interior navigation, and give our navy the means necessary for protecting this navigation. 

For these purposes, sites were selected, and works projected and commenced, upon a scale commen- 
surate with the magnitude of the interests they were intended to protect. The whole system was adapted 
to the principles of modern warfare; and if the plan had been prosecuted with the same vigor with which 
it was commenced, the fortifications on our maritime frontier might have been, if not completed, in a state 
to be defended, and to afford some protection to the points of attack. 

Unfortunately the efforts to carry on these necessary works have been relaxed. Whether lulled into 
security by a long peace, or influenced by other causes, the nation has ceased to feel respecting them that 
interest their importance ought to inspire. Appropriations have been denied altogether, or made with a 
sparing hand; the fortifications have been left in an unfinished state, exposed to the action of the elements, 
requiring costly and extensive repairs before they were half finished; and after a period of more than 
twenty years, and the expenditure of many millions of dollars, there is not a fortress on our long line of 
sea defences capable of resisting an armed brig; not one that may not be taken by a small force, and 
some of them, from their quasi insular position, if captured, may be occupied permanently during the 
continuance of a war, or only to be retaken at the cost of much blood and treasure. 

The chief cause of this neglect in one of our most important interests is the opinion, which has so 
generally prevailed, that our navy is the first and best fortification, and that all the resources and ener- 
gies of the country ought to be directed to the improvement of that arm of the service. No one has a 
higher opinion of the navy of our country than I have; but I believe that even when carried to the fullest 
extent to which it can reach for many years to come, it will, alone, prove entirely inadequate to defend 
the extensive maritime frontier of the United States. 

The board of navy commissioners in a late report state that, “having due regard to the number of 
seamen employed in our foreign and coasting trade, and in the fisheries, the force to be prepared ready 
for use, when circumstances may require it, ought to consist of fifteen ships-of-the-line, twenty-five frigates, 
twenty-five sloops-of-war, twenty-five steamers, and twenty-five smaller vessels; and that the frames and 
other timber, the copper, ordnance, tanks, and chain cables should, also, be prepared for ten ships-of-the- 
line and ten frigates.” These will probably be required to supply losses from decay and casualties. 

The French navy now consists of forty ships-of-the-line, fifty frigates, and two hundred and twenty 
smaller vessels. That of Great Britain of one hundred and thirty ships-of-the-line, one hundred and twenty 
frigates, seventy-five sloops-of-war, forty-five steamers, and ninety-eight smaller vessels of war. Of these 
there are in commission twenty-six ships-of-the-line, eighteen frigates, fifty-three sloops, and fifty smaller 
vessels of war, and six steamers; and yet the coasts of both these nations are lined with fortifications, 
and possess a complete system cf permanent defences along their maritime frontiers. Without such a 
system, the navy will have no place of refuge when driven into harbor by stress of weather or a superior 
force; and instead of protecting our own commerce, and harassing that of the enemy, will be confined 
altogether to defensive operations, always distressing and expensive, and too often humiliating. The 
extent to which our navy can be carried ought, in my opinion, to be fixed; for it is erroneous to suppose 
that it has no other limit than what a due regard for the revenue of the country imposes; to build more 
ships than we have seamen to man them would be to incur a useless expense; and the force proposed by 
the commissioners ought not, for many years to come, to be exceeded. Anxious, as I am, to see the 
defences of the country established upon a permanent basis, and equally desirous to see every arm of the 
service rendered as perfect and useful as possible, I may be pardoned for travelling out of my own 
department, and urging the usefulness of fixing this or some other determined limit to our naval forces. 
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This principle once established, the number and size of the naval establishments, storehouses, magazines, 
and preparations of every kind, would be ordered in conformity to it. The number of oflicers would like- 
wise be limited to a due proportion, and the young, and the ardent, and enterprising officer, might aspire 
to command. The best interests of the country require that this system should be adopted, and the 
preparations be made to carry the navy to this limit as promptly as possible; but this measure will not 
enable us to dispense with permanent fortifications. Without them, the commencement of a war will 
always be disastrous. Our laws do not allow the use of the summary means resorted to by other maritime 
powers to man their fleets. Our ships-of-war are to be manned by volunteer seamen, and the coast might 
be laid waste, and important points occupied, before our naval force could be put in motion. Indeed, 
withont fortifications, and strong ones, too, ships-of-war are exposed to be captured or destroyed before 
they can be fitted for sea. At ( ‘openh: zen the whole Danish fleet was captured, the batteries silenced, 
and humiliating terms imposed upon a nation by the sudden attack of an over whe lming force. 

With respect to the magnitude of the works, to which objec tions have been urged, they will be worse 
than useless if they be not of a description to stop an enemy’s squadron, and if assailable by land, and 
in a position not promptly to be succored, strong enough to resist a coup de main; not such an assault as 
the common acceptation of the term implies, but to offer an effectual resistance for five or six days, against 
an attacking force of 10,000 men, furnished with all the means and appliances to conduct a siege. Not 
to provide against such expeditions would be to neglect the lessons of experience, and to act in opposition 
to the principles of modern warfare. It has been said that we are too strong to dread such assaults, and 
need not provide against them; that the enemy could never hope to keep permanent possession of any 
part of our territory, and, therefore, we are safe from attack. An active and enterprising enemy will 
make war upon the resources of its adversary, and by the temporary occupation of any one of our naval 
depots, principal cities, or harbors, they might drive this country to expend an amount of blood and 
treasure to recover it ten times greater than the cost of the expedition. There is always danger of the 
attempt being made; and without due precaution, we are disposed to suffer the deg1 -adation of having 
our soil occupied by a foreign foe. From these dangers neither ships-of-war nor steam batteries can 
protect the nation; the former cannot be rendered effective to the full amount of their force at the com- 
mencement of a war, nor until commerce receives such a check as to throw out of employment a sufficient 
number of seamen to man the fleet; nor then ought it to be relied upon to watch over our long line of 
coast. Toresist the navies of England or France it must be concentrated, and either the Atlantic frontier 
or that of the Gulf of Mexico be abandoned. With regard to steam batteries, they ought only to be 
regarded in the light of auxiliaries to the permanent defences of the coast; important, it is true, but, for 
reasons which it would be tedious to detail here, entirely inadequate, of themselves, to afford sufficient 
protection to the great interests we are called upon to guard on our Atlantic frontier, and on that of the 
Gulf of Mexico. 

As it may be objected to the completion of all the works projected, that if ever we should be involved 
in a war with cither of the great maritime powers, they are too far off to assail our coast with success, or 
to send formidable expeditions against the United States, and therefore it is unnecessary to incur this 
great expense, I will simply observe that the events of the past wars prove this assertion to be erroneous, 
and chat such stations as Halifax and Bermuda on our Atlantic frontier, and the West India islands on 
that of the Gulf of Mexico, are near enough to bring those powers within striking distance of all the 
vulnerable points upon our seaboard. And with regard to the expense to be incurred, I beg to refer to 
the very able and luminous exposition of the board of engineers, laid before Congress in February, 1821, 
where it is conclusively shown that the cost of protecting the sea-coast of the United St ites, W hen 
menaced by an assailing expedition of 20,000 men, by means of a competent force of militia for the limited 
period of six months, would exceed the amount required to establish a permanent system of defence. 

Having laid before you the exposed state of our sea-coast, and stated the dangers to which the country 
would be exposed in the event of war, 1 most earnestly recommend the early completion of the fortifi- 
cations intended to cover our principal cities and naval establishments, and to protect the entrances of 
our great harbors. Without entering into the controversy respecting the proper selection of the sites 
for these works, which would demand a profound knowledge of engineering, and great military skill and 
science, to determine, I am disposed to yield implicit confidence to the very able engineers who planned 
them. I have considered all their reports, with an earnest desire to arrive at the truth, and my judgment 
is satisfied. No doubt rests upon my mind of the wisdom of their choice, and of the vast importance of 
proceeding, without delay, to complete all those fortifications considered by the board as of the first class; 
nor of the extreme probability that our enemy will, in the event of a war, avail himself of our negligence 
to attack, and probably to occupy, some of the most exposed points of our coast. Boston, New York, 
Philadelphia, and Charleston, are all uncovered, and exposed to attack. In the same condition are Narra- 
gansett bay and Hampton roads. The defences of the first are of the last importance, whether it be 
regarded as a refuge to our own fleets in the tremendous northwest storms which so often desolate our 
coast in the winter season, and from which this bay affords the only entrance and protection during their 
continuance, or as a position from which, when once occupied by an enemy in time of war, it would be 
both extremely difficult and immensely expensive to dislodge him, Hampton roads is of equal importance, 
and equally exposed. And here let me observe that fortifications such as those projected and in progress 
at the entrance of this roadstead serve not only to defend the country and navigation behind them, but to 
protect the waters within reach of the auxiliary force which ought to be within their walls and under their 
guns. What enemy would dare to occupy Lynn Haven bay, if steam batteries were anchored under the 
fires of Fort Monroe; or attempt to march against Norfolk, if a corps de reserve were within that fortress ? 
So of the works to defend Boston. The fortification at George’s island not only covers that city, but pro- 
tects Nantasket roads, and will prevent an enemy from occupying that position. 

There is no part of our maritime frontier more exposed, and that calls more immediately for the atten- 
tion of Congress, than that of the Gulf of Mexico. The rest of our coast, by a proper system, may be so 
united as to lend each other mutual succor; but this portion of it is insulated, and, as it were, abandoned 
ty its own resources. It requires for its defence a great naval depot and a considerable naval force; and 
it demands a complete and distinct system of defence. It must not be considered merely as the frontier 
of Louisiana, Alabama, and West Florida, but likewise that of Kentucky, Ohio, Tennessee, Mississippi, 
Missouri, and Arkansas. The whole of the rich and fertile portion of the Union whose waters find their 
outlet in the Gulf of Mexico is interested that the defences of this frontier should not only be strong and 
respectable, when they are completed, but that the fortifications, intended for that purpose, should be 
carried on vigorously, and finished without unnecessary delay. 
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It is not only necessary that the forts should be built: they must be armed and garrisoned before 
they will constitute fortifications for the defence of the coast. Without these necessary requisites, they 
are fitted only for the use of an invading enemy. Not only the appropriation for fortifications, but that 
for ordnance, ought, in my opinion, to be increased, and the cannon applied altogether to the armament of 
the forts, until that be completed; the army be so far augmented that the artillery regiments may occupy 
these posts; and such an organization adopted of the militia or volunteer forces as will render the neigh- 
boring population available in cases of alarm or sudden war. 

I have the honor to be, sir, your obedient servant, J. R. POINSETT. 


Hon. R. M. Jounson, President of the Senate. 
’ - 





Extracts from a letter of General Winfield Scott. 
Heapquarters Eastern Division, Elizabethtown, N. J., November 19, 1837. 

In compliance with the spirit of your two letters, of the 18th ultimo and the 8th instant, I have the 
honor to report: 

That, in my opinion, five regiments of artillery and three of infantry, distributed as below, is the 
minimum force required for the protection of the northern and eastern frontiers of the United States 
against sudden, but, at all times, very possible insults and aggressions on the part of unexpected enemies, 
and to preserve the permanent posts from the gradual waste of time. 





COMPANIES, 


| Artillery. | Infantry. 





















































MN pad weeedetikeweidesnaes 2 2 
neg get + deagtag coon MOT ERE TOE Puen AwEKs 1 3 
Fort Pike, (Petite Coquille)...........+6. | 0 
Fort W ood, (Chef Menteur)........ wa 1 0 
*Fort Ji .ckson, (below New Orle: ns) veorr ] 0 | Say, the 3d artillery and the 4th infantry. 
Fort Morgan, (Mobile ee ae ] 0 
Fort Pickens, (Pensacola harbor) reer es 1 3 
Fort Brooke, (Tampa Bay).............. | - 1 
Be WHE ooo os vsansesavaes Pees ewes 1 - ta 
Ten companies of artillery and ten of 
Se ee sieaaneaas 10 | 10 
Fort Marion, (St. Augustine).............! ] | 0 | 
ae beara 2 | 0 | 
Charleston harbor............ SR RRE ESA 2 | 0 } Say, the 4th artillery. 
Coast of North Carolina................. | 3 0 || 
Castle Calhoun, (Uampton Roads)....... | 2 0 | 
Ten companies of artillery..... eee 1] 0 
Fort Monroe.........sseeeeeeeeeee eee! T 0 | 
Fort Washington, (Potomac)............. 1 0 ile ee ee 
Fort Severn, (Annapolis)...........cce0e0¢ 1 0 Say, the Ist artillery. 
Fort McHenry, (Baltimore)............... 1 0 | 
Ten companies of artillery............... 10 0 
esi dips nits ates LETTE ere 2 0 
Fort Columbus, (New York harbor). Teer 2 0 
Forts Hamilton and Lafayette, — York 
Cy ee ee . ere 2 0 +} Say, the 2d artillery. 
Throg’s Point, (Long Island sound). news 2 0 
Fort ‘Trumbull, iced re 1 0 
Fort Niagara. Reiter wacOuGe WIE e ee 1 0 || 
Ten companies of artillery............... 10 0 
Newport harbor........ ore eee Tee 3 0 
Boston harbor...-... Torre cate teonses 2 0 
Fort Constitution, (Portsmouth). . pa dente a ] 0 
Fort Preble, (Portland)........ 1epieeecen! l 0 §} Say, the 5th artillery and the 9th infantry. 
Dos ts an oll ney ETE an 1 1 
Fort Sullivan, (Eastport) aR ab einw awe’ 1 | | 
Hancock barracks...........sceeeeeeee. | 1 | 8 
Ten compaines of artillery and ten of | 
I aNk eas ee ved sews “essa asl 10 | 10 








“On the right bank of the Mississippi, and consequently in the western division. 
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| 
| COMPANIES. 
| 


Artillery. Infantry. | 


Fort Brady, (foot of Lake Superior)...... 0 | 2 |) 
Fort Mackinaw ......... sen earwn iaweeunt 0 y ey. wie Ba Geis 
“ae aie: EN ae | yD | peay, the 2d mfantry. 
Fort Howard, (Green Bay) ..............| 0 | l 
) rT: , | | S 
eee ee re caeianke | 0 5 |] 
‘einen rect a 
Ten companies of infantry............... 0 10 | 





desirous of assigning two companies to the Champlain frontier; but with only eight 


I have been 
Perhaps one might be taken from the North 


regiments, or eighty companies, I could not well spare them. 
Carolina coast, or the two from the unfinished work at Throg’s Point. 

My estimate and distribution are made on the supposition that every company consists of at least 
eighty privates, with the proper number of officers, &c., &c., &c. With less than sixty rank and file men 
to the unit I have employed, (company,) eleven regiments would be indispensable for the limited objects 
stated in this division of the army. 

It will be perceived that the force allotted to the frontiers of Maine is merely sufficient for observation 
and national police. 

Putting aside a near contingency of hostilities, it may be important, for the mere purposes of obser- 
vation and national police, to distribute along the disputed territory of Maine the nine companies allotted 
to Hancock barracks, between that and two other posts advanced higher up the country. These, from my 
want of minute topographical knowledge of that region, I cannot now designate with precision; but on 
the return of the season for surveys and reconnoissances, and, at least, as soon as the additional troops 
can be raised, it will be in my power to give posts, routes, and distances. 

I shall, to meet what may be the true inquiry you have made of me, proceed to give an estimate of a 
provisional army. 

For this geographical division, taking the peace establishment numbers as_ before, additional com- 
panies, as follows, will be required: 

At Fort Brady, 1; Fort Mackinaw, 1; Fort Gratiot, (foot of Lake Huron,) 2; Detroit, 6; Fort 
Niagara, 2; Sackett’s Harbor and Oswego, 8; on Lake Champlain, 10; the frontiers of Maine, 10; in the 
vicinity of Albany, 100; at Fort Monroe, 10; at Baton Rouge, 10; in all, say sixteen additional regiments 
of infantry; which, added to the five of artillery and three of infantry, give twenty-four regiments. 

I have said nothing, as yet, of an establishment for the western division. Ina state of peace with the 
Indian tribes, but prepared for the first moments of hostilities on their part, I suppose two regiments of 
dragoons and six of infantry would be sufficient. 
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ON CLAIM OF JACOB H. HOLT, FOR PAY AS CLERK TO THE QUARTERMASTER OF THE 
MILITARY ACADEMY AT WEST POINT, NEW YORK. 


COMMUNICATED TO THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES JANUARY 11, 1838. 


Mr. McKay, from the Conmittee on Military Affairs, to whom was referred the petition of Jacob H. Holt 
; ; | , 
reported: 


That, from the papers accompanying the petition, it appears that the petitioner was employed by 
Aineas Mackay, while quartermaster of the Military Academy, as clerk from the Ist of May, 1829, to the 
3lst of May, 1829; at that time, “by the appropriation for the Military Academy,” but three hundred 
dollars per annum were allowed for the hire of a clerk in the office of the quartermaster there, and that 
sum, it is supposed, was paid to the petitioner. But he alleges that while thus employed in the office of 
the quartermaster of the Military Academy, he also performed the duties of clerk in the quartermaster 
general’s department of the post, and it is for the latter service that he claims compensation. Of the 
rendition of the service, satisfactory evidence is furnished, yet the committee are not satisfied, under the 
circumstances of the case, that the government is bound to pay him for it. On the 25th of June, 1827, 
Eneas Mackay, the assistant quartermaster at West Point, writes to the quartermaster general: “ By the 
appropriation for the Military Academy, but $800 are allowed for the hire of a clerk for my office, and 
this sum will not command the services of such a person as is required to perform the duties expected of 
him, I therefore have the honor to request that I may be permitted to apply, in addition to this sum, say, 
$300 more, for the same purpose, and charge the said additional allowance to the expenditures in the 
quartermaster general’s department, and pay both sums to the same individual, or, otherwise, as the case 
On the 18th of August, 1827, the quartermaster general makes the following answer: “ Your 


may be.” 
No allowance can be 


letter, dated June 25, was laid before me on my return to the city a few days ago. 
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made for clerk hire at your post from the funds of the quartermaster general’s department. There are no 


duties there unconnected with the academy which would render the services of a clerk necessary; that place 
was, consequently, not provided for in the estimate, and, of course, not in the appropriation.” In addition 
to this, it will be seen, on reference to the “act making appropriation for the military service for the 
year 1828,” approved March 21, 1828, that an item for “ quartermaster’s clerk” at West Point, which had 
been probably submitted in the estimate, was expressly excluded. Under these circumstances, when 
there were no duties there unconnected with the academy which required the services of a clerk, and 
when the assistant quartermaster was told by his superior that no allowance could be made for one, the 
committee are of opinion that the claim cannot be allowed. They therefore recommend that the prayer 


of the petitioner be rejected. 
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SUPPLEMENTAL ESTIMATES FOR FORT CASWELL, NORTH CAROLINA, AND FORTIFICA- 
TIONS IN THE HARBOR OF PENSACOLA, IN FLORIDA, AND OTHER OBJECTS IN CHARGE 
OF THE ENGINEER DEPARTMENT, FOR 1838. 


COMMUNICATED TO THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES JANUARY 12, 1838, 


Department oF War, January 10, 1838. 


Sir: Ihave the honor to transmit you a communication from the chief engineer, accompanied by a 
supplemental estimate of money required for objects in his charge during the present year, which I have 
the honor to request may be provided in the proper appropriation bill. 

Very respectfully, your most obedient servant, 
J. R. POINSETT. 


Hon. C, C. Campretenc, Chairman of Committee of Ways and Means, House of Reps 


DeparTMENT oF War, January 10, 1838. 


Smr: The accompanying letter of the chief engineer, and explanations of the supplemental estimate of 
funds for 1838, for objects in his charge, have been received since my letter of this morning laying that 
estimate before the Committee of Ways and Means. 

Very respectfully, your most obedient servant, 
J. R. POINSETT. 


Hon. C, C. Campre.enc, Chairman of Committee of Ways and Means, House of Reps. 


ENGINEER Department, Washinglon, January 10, 1838. 


Sir: In explanation of the items relative to the site of Fort Caswell, in the supplemental estimate of 
funds for 1838, I have the honor to submit herewith copies of the report of the officer in charge, together 
with his project and estimate for securing said site. 

I am, sir, very respectfuliy, your obedient servant, 


C. GRATIOT. 


Hon. J. R. Potnserr, Secretary of War. 


ENGINEER Departament, January 8, 1838. 


Sir: In addition to the annual estimates of funds necessary for public improvements under the direc- 
tion of this department during the year 1838, already furnished, I have the honor to submit additional 
ones for several works, the information for which could not be obtained at an earlier date. 

The site of Fort Caswell, Oak island, North Carolina, is now exposed to destruction from the storm- 
waves and tides that are abrading the beach. The effects of a late gale were so perceptible as to cause 
considerable apprehension, unless timely measures were taken for its preservation. The means proposed 
for this by the officer of engineers in charge, consist of jettees and embankments, the total cost of which 
he estimates at $8,500. 

No appropriation was asked for the Cumberland river above Nashville, as the detailed estimates of 
the superintendent had not been received. He was requested to forward them as soon as possible; but 
the letter having probably miscarried, I have thought proper, as I understand the harbor and river bill is 
about to be presented, to submit an estimate founded on my own knowledge of the improvement. 

I have the honor, therefore, to submit the accompanying “supplementary estimate of funds required 
for the service of the year 1838.” The explanations of the additional sums asked for the Cumberland 
road and for the Military Academy have already been made. 

I also have the honor to call your attention to the state of the fortifications in Pensacola harbor, 











900 MILITARY AFFAIRS. : [ No. 768 


The forts at St. Rosa and Foster’s Bank being now completed, as will be scen from the report of 
Captain Chase, herewith submitted, the prosecution of the system can best be continued at the present 
time. The views of Captain Chase are entirely concurred in with respect to the work at the Barrancas, 
and, in accordance therewith, an estimate of $75,000 is submitted to commence the repairs of that work. 

I am, very respectfully, sir, your obedient servant, 
C. GRATIOT. 
Hon. J. R. Potnserr, Secretary of War. 


Sairnvitie, August 27, 1837. 


Sir: On ihe 18th instant I reached Wilmington, on my return from Ocracoke inlet. Within a few 
hours after my arrival commenced a violent gale from the northeast. This gale continued, with alarming 
and unremitting violence, for thirty-six hours, the wind towards the latter part shifting to the north and 
northwest. Occurring at the season of spring tides, it raised the water at the mouth of the river to a 
very great height, three feet above the level of spring tides. The oldest inhabitants about this place 
concur in saying that they had never known the tide to be so high, and, considering the duration and 
violence of the gale, think it surpassed any gale which has been felt here for the last forty or fifty years. 

Knowing the low land about Fort Caswell, it will be perceived that such a tide and wind would very 
much expose some parts of the work, which before might have been considered pertectly secure. We 
have suffered, but not to any great extent. About 100 yards of the southeastern point of Oak island has 
been washed away, and where, the day before the gale, one might have walked dry-shod, there is now 
from fourteen to fifteen feet of water. 

This gale has proved beyond all doubt that immediate steps should be taken for securing the site of 
Fort Caswell; and, if agreeable to the department, I will make, during the next quarter, an estimate of 
the cost of securing the site. 

On the river some of the jettees are much shattered, proving what I had become convinced of before, 
that the jettees, as constructed, are too weak. On the 18th I forwarded a letter to the department, 
requesting a requisition to be made for $5,550 for Ocracoke, and $20,000 for Core sound and New river, 
the whole payable at Baltimore. 

I mention the above for fear lest the state of the roads may have caused a miscarriage of the mail. 

I have the honor to be, general, your obedient servant, 
ALEX. J. SWIFT, Lieutenant of Engineers. 

General C. Gratiot, Chief Engineer. 





SwitHvitie, December 12, 1837. 


by drawings showing its present condition, and an estimate of the cost of securing it. The heights of 
the embankments, &c., considered necessary, were determined from the height to which the swell reached 
during the gaie of August last, when the tide was said to be higher here than it had ever before been 
known to be. On the seabeach the height of the embankments, &c., is four feet, and elsewhere three feet, 
above the highest level attained by the siell at that time. 

Where jettees are recommended, it is proposed to use stone of great specific gravity; and where the 
stone will be much exposed to the effect of the waves, to place no block weighing less than one ton. As 
the beach to be protected is within the bar, it is supposed that such stones would be sufficiently heavy. 
The jettees at Fort Macon were much less expensive than those will be which I recommend, but they are 
not permanent; their present condition shows that ere many years it will be necessary to replace them. 

From the point A, which should be secured to the wharf, the shore is abraded only by the waves, the 
tide having no effect on it, owing to the action of the wharf and the Elizabeth river. The drawing shows 
that this is the case, for while the high-water mark is further in than in 1821, the low-water mark is farther 
out. The sand-hills have been degraded by the waves; but as there was little or no current, the debris 
was deposited between high and low-water marks. 

On this part of the shore I think that jettees would be unnecessary, and therefore recommend merely 
a glacis with a slope of twelve to one, covering its top and interior slope with mud. To the souti of the 
wharf the beach is acted on by the tide as well as the waves. This part of the beach I propose to secure 
by two jettees, of which the one marked D will be connected with the glacis of the fort with an embank- 
ment of sand, covered on top with a layer of mud. 

J proceed now to the estimate: 


Sm: I am at length enabled to forward my report relating to the site of Fort Caswell, accompanied 


Jettee A, 120 tons of stone, at $4 50...... enutneeeaan eke Ee ee Oe ee ee ee $540 00 
2 rr oe errr er re ee ee (cutee en taneekes 60 00 
cece U, 2.421 Cubic yards of sand, at 10 cents... 04.25. .0.cccecccsseass ad ee pO baths 242 70 
Glacis C, 560 cubie yards of mud, at 50 cents..... [Maas +e xn Re eee ee 280 00 
Jettee D, 578 tons of stone, at $4 50 ........ iwbacbiesewe tative ecenie cena seaseesaves See ae 
Jettee D, 1,917 yards of sand, at 12 cents...............-. CLR CRA EAR EER REALLY RRO 230 04 
ett ge gE | ee ee re 59 00 
Te errr 
Glacis and embankment F, 3,466 cubic yards of sand, at 15 cents .........cee eee e ee eee oe 019 90 
Glacis and embankment I’, 316 cubic yards of mud, at 50 cents. ...... 0... cece cee eee eee 158 00 
Embankment G, 2,445 cubic yards of sand, at 15 cents..........cccccccccccecsceees aves 366 75 


57 50 
478 11 


8,500 00 


Embankment G, 115 cubic yards of mud, at 50 cents............ccccccsssscccsecccescecs 


Ne eh E RW e hn és: ddlecne sca eeEeE WEN ees d RENENSEREES te REORT 


Respectfully submitted. 
A. J. SWIFT, Lieutenant of Engineers. 


(seneral C. Gratiot, Chief Engineer. 
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Wasurneton, January 8, 1838. 

Sm: Ihave the honor to suggest that an appropriation of $75,000 be asked of Congress for the 
prosecution of the system of defence for the harbor of Pensacola. 

The forts at St. Rosa island and Foster’s Bank being comp!eted, it only remains to restore and repair 
the old fort at the Barrancas, when the channel and land approach to the important naval arsenal at Pensa- 
cola will be effectually guarded. 

The repairs of the old fort at the Barrancas can be effected at this time with greater facility and 
economy than if the period of their commencement be protracted. The completion of the works on 
Foster’s Bank will enable us to transfer at once to the Barrancas men and machinery, and some surplus 
materials, by which we will save time in the immediate commencement of the operations and avoid the 
usual expenditure in making preparations for new works. 

I have the honor to be, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
WM. H. CHASE. 


General Cartes Gratiot, Chief Engineer of the United States. 





Supplemental estimate of funds required for works under direction of the Engineer department during the 
9Q 
year 1838. 


FORTIFICATIONS. 


For securing the site of Fort Caswell, Oak island, North Carolina ................. ima 2a 
For repairs of the old fort at the Barrancas, Pensacola harbor......0.......-.0.00ee eee 75 





83, 500 00 


MISCELLANEOUS. 


For the improvement of the Cumberland river above Nashville, Tennessee............... 20,000 00 
For the Cumberland road east of the Ohio river, $2,000 in addition to the $7,000 already 

Pe ib iva eRe rc dewdsn need las fate ie delat irc ree: e eaaiateasian 9,000 00 
For printing and binding the Regulations of the Military Academy ..... ree ERR 360 00 


112, 860 00 
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ESTIMATES OF THE PAY, SUBSISTENCE, AND TRAVELLING EXPENSES OF THE MILITIA 
FOR THE DEFENCE OF THE NIAGARA FRONTIER, AND TO ENFORCE THE NEUTRALITY 
LAWS IN 1838. 


COMMUNICATED TO THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES JANUARY 12, 1838, 


DeparTMENT OF War, January 10, 1838. 
Str: In compliance with the request contained in your letter of yesterday, I have the honor to trans- 
mit herewith estimates from several of the bureaus of this department, of the amount which will probably 
be required by cach to mect expenditures incident to the measures taken for the defence of the Canada 
frontier. The aggregate amount of these estimates, you will perceive, is $625,500. 
Very respectfully, your most obedient servant, 
J. R. POINSETT. 
Hon. C. C. Campretenc, Chairman of Committee of Ways and Means, House of Reps. 


Paymaster Generat’s Orrice, Washington, January 10, 1838. 


Sir: In compliance with your instructions, I have the honor to state that it will require $197,000 to 
pay the 3,000 militia called into service on the Canada frontier for three months, and $30,000 for travelling 
from and returning to their homes; making the appropriation required for the pay department $227,000. 

Respectfully, your obedient servant, 
N. TOWSON, Paymaster General. 


Hon. J. R. Pornserr. 
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QUARTERMASTER GENERAL'S Orricr, Washington, January 9, 1888. 
Sir: Ihave no means of forming a detailed estimate of the expenditures that will probably be incurred 
in the quartermaster’s department by the force to be embodied on the northern frontier to preserve our 
neutrality; but as the operations in the midst of winter in that region must necessarily be very expensive, 
I would suggest an appropriation of $300,000 for the various objects of supply, the means of transporta- 
tion, and the incidental expenses coming under the jurisdiction of the department. 
I have the honor to be, sir, your obedient servant, 
T. CROSS, Acting Quartermaster General, 
Hon. J. R. Potnserr, Secretary of War. 





Orpnance Orrice, Washington, January 9, 1838. 
Sir: In obedience to your instructions, I hasten to report that it will probably require about $15,000 
for the purchase of additional accoutrements for arming the troops intended for the service of the Niagara | 
frontier. 
[ have the honor to be, sir, respectfully, your obedient servant, | 
GEORGE BOMFORD, Colonel of Ordnance. 
Hon. J. R. Potyserr, Secretary of War. 


Surceon Genera’s Orrice, January 10, 1838. 
Sm: In compliance with your request, I have the honor to report that about $7,500 will be required 
to meet the expenses of this department, caused by the employment of the militia on the Niagara frontier. 
This estimate is $2 50 for each man, based on the supposition that three thousand will be called into 
service. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
BENJAMIN KING, Acting Surgeon General. 
Hon J. R. Pornserr, Secretary of War, Washington City. 


War Department, Clothing Bureau, Washington, January 9, 1838. 
Sir: In obedience to your instructions of this date, I have the honor to report that $16,000 will be 
required for the purchasing department, to furnish camp equipage, &c., for 3,000 men. 
It may be proper to add that I have made this estimate without a knowledge of the organization of 
the troops to be supplied. 
With great respect, I am, sir, your obedient servant, 
L. WHITING, Major United States Army. 
Hon. J. R. Pornsert, Secretary of War. 


Orrice or Commissary GENERAL OF SusststENcE, Washington, January 9, 1838. 
Str: In obedience to your verbal instructions, I have the honor to report that it will require the sum 
of $60,000 to subsist three thousand men on tie Niagara frontier for three months. 


Very respectfully, your most obedient servant, 
GEORGE GIBSON, Commissary General of Subsistence. 





Hon. J. R. Pornsertr, Secretary of War. 
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ADDITIONAL ESTIMATE FOR THE SUBSISTENCE OF MILITIA AND VOLUNTEERS FOR THE 
SUPPRESSION OF INDIAN HOSTILITIES IN FLORIDA IN 183: 


Ww 





COMMUNICATED TO THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES JANUARY 17, 18388. 


Department oF War, January 13, 1838. 

Sir: I have the honor to transmit, for the consideration of the Committee of Ways and Means, a 
communication from the commissary gencral of subsistence, representing the pressing necessity for the 
appropriation, at an early day, of an amount, in addition to what has already been asked for, for that 
branch of the service intrusted to him. 

Very respectfully, your most obedient servant, 
J. R. POINSETT. 
Hon. C. C. Causrecena, Chairman Committee of Ways and Means, House of Representatives. 
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OrricE oF THE Commissary GENERAL OF SuBsIsTENCE, Washington, January 12, 1838. 


Sir: Ihave the honor to request that $150,000 may be asked from Congress, to be immediately 
appropriated on account of subsistence, in addition to the $60,000 required by the letter of the 9th 
instant; making together $210,000. 

This sum of $150,000 is absolutely necessary to subsist the additional number of militia and volun- 
teers called into service in Florida, and will be required independently of the annual estimate already 
presented, 

Drafts for these expenditures are daily presented, and the funds in the treasury to the credit of sub- 
sistence on December 31, 1837, are very nearly exhausted; and in the present state of affairs, both to the 
north and south, it is highly important that every bill of exchange drawn by agents of the department be 
promptly honored. 

Very respectfully, your most obedient servant, 
GEO. GIBSON, Commissary General of Subsistence, 

Hon. J. R. Pornserr, Secretary of War. 


Estimate of the probable amount required to subsist the militia and volunteers called into the service of the 
United States for three months, independently of the annual estimate already presented. 





Amount asked for by letter of January 9, 1838, for the Niagara frontier ..... deinae eas $60, 000 

Required in addition to tle above, for additional militia and volunteers called into the service 
of the United States in Florida..... pee SW Rees ET CCC TET REET CCC T eT Ae 150, 000 
Total amount required. .........02.60066 eT eee T Tee iMate Se 





OFFICE OF THE CommissaARY GENERAL OF SupsisteNcE, Washinglon, January 12, 1838. 


GEO. GIBSON, Commissary General of Subsistence. 
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ON CLAIM OF LIEUTENANT COLONEL ALEXANDER CUMMINGS FOR THE PAY OF COLONEL 
WHILE IN COMMAND OF THE SECOND REGIMENT OF INFANTRY. 


COMMUNICATED TO THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES JANUARY 18, 1858. 


Mr. McKay, from the Committee on Military Affairs, to whom was referred the petition of Alexander 
Cummings, reported: 


That the petitioner states that he was appointed lieutenant colonel on the 20th August, 1828, and is 
now the senior officer of that grade in the army; that on the Ist of May, 1829, he was placed in command 
of the 2d regiment of infantry, and has continued in the command of it since, performing the duties and 
incurring the responsibilities of colonel—Brevet Brigadier General Brady, who is colonel of the regiment, 
having been at the same time assigned to the command of the left wing of the eastern department—and 
he asks the difference of pay, &c., between a lieutenant colonel and colonel during the period that he has 
performed the duties of the latter. 

No evidence was produced to the committee in support of this statement, thongh it is presumed to 
be true. In this case the petitioner did nothing more than his duty; for it is a well-settled rule in our army 
that in the absence of a superior officer his duties devolve on the next in rank. Lieutenant Colonel Cum- 
mings held his commission with the knowledge that the colonel of the regiment to which he was attached 
might be occasionally absent, and that then he must take the command; and that for the increased labor 
and responsibility thus imposed no additional compensation would be paid, as none was promised. Had 
Lieutenant Colonel Cummings a brevet commission of colonel during the time he exercised the command 
of the 2d regiment, he would, under the act of April 16, 1818, be entitled to receive the pay and emolu- 
ments of his brevet rank. As that law expressly provides that af no olher time than when on duty, and 
having a command equal to the brevet rank, shall brevet commissions confer additional pay and emoluments, 
it is clear that command and duty alone will not give them; and in conformity to this “has been the 
practice of the government,” not to allow to officers in the line of the army the difference between the pay 
and emoluments of their own rank and that of a higher grade, for performing the duties of the latter, 
unless they held brevet rank corresponding with those duties. The cases cited in the petition are of staff 
officers, and may be distinguished from this; but admitting it to be analogous to them, the committee are 
satisfied that the principle upoa which they were decided was wrong, and ought not longer to be followed. 
And such appears to have been the opinion of Congress; for, by the “act to authorize the appointment of 
additional paymasters, and for other purposes,” approved July 4, 1836, it is enacted: “That during the 
absence of the quartermaster general, or the chief of any other military bureau of the War Department, 
the President be authorized to empower some officer of the department or corps whose chief is absent to 
take charge thereof, and to perform the duties of quartermaster general or chief of the department or 
corps, as the case may be, during such absence: Provided, That no additional compensation be allowed there- 





for.” Now this provision completely covers the cases referred to by the petitioner, being all cases arising 


in the military bureaus of the War Department. The committee, therefore, recommend that the prayer of 
the petitioner be rejected. 
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25TH Conaress. | 
ON CLAIM OF LIEUTENANT WILLIAM B. PARKER FOR PAY OF CAPTAIN WHILE IN COM-— 
MAND OF A COMPANY IN 1814-15. 


COMMUNICATED TO THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES JANUARY 18, 18388. 


Mr. McKay, from the Committee on Military Affairs, to whom was referred the petition of William B, 
Parker, reported: 


That the petitioner alleges that he was the first lieutenant of the fortieth regiment of United States 
infantry during the last war with Great Britain; that about the first of May, 1814, he was assigned to 
the command of Captain Mathew N. Sanborn’s company in said regiment, and continued in the command 
of it until the 15th of June, 1815, a period of thirteen months and a half; that during that time Captain 

Sanborn was absent, engaged in the recruiting service, and that he had the sole command of the company; 
and for this increased labor and responsibility he asks to be paid the difference between the pay and emol- 
uments of a lieutenant and captain for the period he served as aforesaid. The committee have not 
inquired into the truth of this statement; for, assuming it to be true, the petitioner would not be entitled 
to anything. Waiving any objection on account of the time that has el: apsed since the rendition of the 
service, he did nothing more than his duty required of him. In all services it is an established principle, 
that, in the absence of a superior officer, his duties devolve on the next in rank; and the general regula- 
tious for our army provide, “in the absence of a captain, the command of his company shall devolve on 
the officer next in rank serving with it,’ &c. The petitioner held his commission with a knowledge of its 
contingent duty, and that, should it be performed, no additional compensation was promised by law. The 
committee, from this, understand “that it never has been the practice in the line of the army to allow 
officers the difference between the pay and emoluments of their own rank and that of a higher grade for 
performing the duties of the latter, unless they held brevet rank corresponding with the duties.” The 
committee recommend that the prayer of the petitioner be rejected. 


25TH Concress. | No. ' (08. [2p Session. 


ON THE PROPRIETY OF ERECTING A MONUMENT OVER THE GRAVE OF DAVID WILLIAMS, 
ONE OF THE CAPTORS OF THE SPY, MAJOR ANDRE, DURING THE REVOLUTIONARY 


WAR 
COMMUNICATED TO THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES JANUARY 18, 1838. 
Mr. McCietiay, of New York, from the select committee to whom was referred the petition of Robert W. 
Murphy, praying the Congress of the United States to cause a monument to be raised to the memory 
of David Williams, one of the captors of Major Andre, reported: 


That John Paulding, Isaac Van Wert, and David Williams, have, for more than half a century, been 
ranked among the greatest benefactors of their country. That immortal act of fidelity and devotion to 
their country which distinguishes the names and the character of these otherwise humble individuals from 
the great mass of citizens who engaged in our revolutionary struggle, is too familiar to all those who have 
attended to the history of our revolution to require at the hands of your committee much either of detail 
or eulogy. They were three obscure and humble peasants; but, humble as they were, they proved their 
love of country stronger than that love of gain which too often actuates the hearts and controls the actions 
of men. They captured a spy whose liberation and whose enterprise, if successful, would most probably 
have been fatal to the hopes and liberties of their country. He tempted them with gold, and with all that 
would have prevailed over men of their rank in life less devoted to the cause in which they were humble 
but most faithful actors. Their inflexible integrity and lofty patriotism are most forcibly expressed by 
General Alexander Hamilton, in his memorable letter to his friend, Colonel Laurens, shortly after the cap- 
ture and execution of the ill-fated Andre. 

“ Arnold,” said Hamilton, “practiced every art of peculation, and even stooped to connexion with the 
sutlers of the garrison to defraud the public. 

“To his conduct, that of the captors of Andre formed a striking contrast. He tempted them with the 
offer of his watch, his horse, and any sum of money they should name. They rejected his offers with indig- 
nation, and the cold that could seduce a man high in the esteem and confidence of his country, who had 
the remembrance of past exploits, the motives of present reputation and future glory, to prop his integ- 
rity, had no charms for three simple peasants, leaning only on their virtue and an honest sense of duty. 
While Arnold is handed down with execration to future times, posterity will repeat with reverence the 
names of Van Wert, Paulding, and Williams.” 

It is, perhaps, proper that your committee should add that monuments have been erected to John 
Paulding and Isaac Van Wert, the associates of Williams in the capture of Andre. The one was erected 
either by the corporation of New York or by citizens of the city of New York, and the other by citizens 
of the county of Westchester, and State of New York, which is the county in which Andre was captured. 
David Williams survived for many years his immortal comrades, and has lately died in a sequestered part 
of the State, far from the place of his nativity and the scene where he rendered such invaluable service to 
his country. Your committee deem it due to the national character, and to the memory of one whose name 
stands so high in the annals of patriotism, that Congress should pay some little respect to his memory; 
and therefore beg leave to report a bill to authorize the erection of a monument over his grave. 
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DESCRIPTION AND Et STIM ATE OF A COMPLETE LINE OF DEFENCE, BY MILITARY WORKS, 
ON THE WESTERN FRONTIER, AND A STATEMENT OF THE PRESENT AND A PROPOSED 
ORGANIZATION OF THE STAFF OF THE ARMY. 


COMMUNICATED TO THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES JANUARY 1S , 18 308. 


QUARTERMASTER GENERAL’S OrrFice, Washington, January 12, 1838. 

Sir: In comphance with your direction, I submit herewith an estimate of the probable expense of 
establishing the necessary posts for the defence of the western frontier, according to the plan recommended 
to the consideration of Congress: 

Tor completing the works at Fort Crawford, by adding two bastions at opposite angles of the 

square, say...... ieee aoa ieea s Dae Reais (ERAAAU ADA EER RACE SHOR RONA .. $10, 000 
For quarters for 400 men, and stables for, say, 100 dragoon horses, at the new post suggested at 

the upper forks of the Des Moines river, to be constructed chiefly by the labor of the troops, 

of hewn logs, protected by block-houses, after the fashion of ordin: iry frontier works..... 30, 000 
Por quarters for, say, 800 men at the proposed post at or near Council Bluffs, to supersede Fort 

Leavenworth on the exterior line of defence, to be constructed chiefly by the labor of the 

troops, of stone or brick material, protected by two bastions, including stables for dragoons, 

which arm should constitute a large portion of the force assigned to that position........ 120, 000 
Por the completion of Port Leavenworth on a modified plan, to suit it to the objects of a post of refuge 

on the interior line of defence, thus superseding the estimate for $80,000 new before Congress —- 30, 000 
For permanent barracks and quarters at Fort Gibson for 1,500 men, (the force contemplated for 

that position,) including stables for dragoon horses, and combining with the quarters the 

necessary works of defence, like those indicated for Council Bluffs and Fort Crawford; the 

troops to aid in the operations, and do the labor chiefly; the material to be stone, and the 

buildings constructed in a piain but very substantial manner, as this is one of the positions 

that will “eteascumn: ce tpiacs, Bhcn De acash. ign, EEO CET CCE CC TROUT CETTE Ee 150, 000 
Yor permanent barracks and quarters at Fort Towson, on Re d river, for 800 men, combining the 

necessary works of defence; the material to be stone or brick, and the buildings constructed 

in a substantial manner, for the reason suggested in reference to Fort Gibson; the labor to 

be performed, as far as practicable, by the I oka eh sand esiesshascnse aun scasscce EIQ OGG 
Por the eight posts of refuge sugested, as forming the inner line of de fence, to be constructed 

on a large scale as to their area, so as to afford shelter for the largest practicable number 

of refugees; the plan, an extensive square, high exterior walls, with grated windows and 

loop-holes, deep roofs sloping to the interior of the square, so as to enlarge the accommoda- 

tions as much as possible; the material to be brick, or stone if convenient, in order to render 

the destruction of the posts by fire, in case of attack, as difficult as practicable; the whole 

to be constructed in the plainest manner, with reference merely to the temporary accommo- 

dation of the inhabitants who may take shelter in them in times of alarm; say, for each, 

$30,000, and for all...... RE re eee mee ree ee ee a ree ere ere Teer eee ee ee 240, 000 


co ere eT ere eT Tere ee eer ree (i+kteeeeekds ee aa 














The above result may appear large at first glance; but it is a minimum estimate, and the objects 
enumerated could only be accomplished with the means suggested by the most efficient co-operation of the 
troops, whose increased strength would enable them to afford important aid without seriously interrupting 
their military instruction, which should always be carefully attended to at the frontier stations. 

But if the estimate should be deemed large, 1 would observe that the object is also large—even a great 
one. The defence and protection of one thousand miles of our inland frontier, along which there are at 
least fifty thousand savage warriors, would, I think, be cheaply purchased at such a price. - 

On looking to the maritime frontier, it will be found that many of the fortifications have exceeded in 
cost the whole amount of this estimate; and it will be seen that among the works projected by the board 
of engineers, and yet necessary to complete the defence of the seaboard, there are several whose cost will 
nearly equal the amount required for the western frontier, and some which will more than double that 
amount. —(See printed documents accompanying the President’s Message to Congress, pages 368 and 369.) 
Besides, the estimate is less than the cost of one line-of-battle ship and a frigate of the first class, (equal 
to $780,000,) which is but a tithe of the naval force devoted to the protection of our external commerce. 
In every aspect, therefore, that the case is viewed, the estimate submitted would appear to be reasonable. 

I would add that building operations beyond the settlements, when carried on by contract or hired 
labor, are exceedingly expensive. The mechanics and laborers must necessarily be drawn from the inte- 
rior, at increased wages, to induce them to encounter the privations, and enable them to meet the greater 
expense of living at the advanced stations; and a portion of the materials must always be purchased 
remote, and transported thither. It is only when the heavy materials are provided on the spot by the 
troops, and the labor chiefly performed by them, that works beyond the frontier, where competition in private 
enterprise cannot be availed of, may be constructed at the reduced rates assumed in this estimate. 

You are aware that there are already two appropriations for opening a road beyond the frontier, with 
posts on it, and for removing the troops from Fort Gibson, amounting to $150,000, which would be super- 
seded by your plan of defence, should it be adopted. These might be diverted from their original objects, 
and applied to those recommended. In that case new appropriations would be ultimately required only 
to the extent of $550,000, which might be divided into two or three annual instalments, as it will require 
some time to raise and organize the force after it is authorized, and to complete so extensive a system of 
defence as that contemplated. 

I have the honor to be, sir, your obedient servant, 
T. CROSS, Acting Quartermaster General. 

Hon. J. R. Pornserr, Secretary of War, Washington. 
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Table showing the present and proposed organization (according to grades) of the staff of the army. 
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* Two colonels to be merged in the line if the new regiments are raised, leaving four colonels instead of six. 


The increase proposed by the Secretary of War (leaving out the inspectors general) will be five lieutenant colonels, one major, nineteen captains, 
and twenty first lieutenants. The increase proposed by the bill in the Senate will be three colonels, three lieutenant colonels, two majors, eighteen 
captains, ten first lieutenants, and ten second lieutenants. 








25rH Concress. | No. 770. | 2p Sesston. 


ON THE EXPEDIENCY OF CARRYING INTO EFFECT THE RESOLUTIONS OF THE CON- 
GRESS OF THE CONFEDERATION FOR ERECTING MONUMENTS TO THE GENERAL 
OFFICERS OF THE REVOLUTIONARY ARMY, AND A MARBLE COLUMN AT YORK- 
TOWN, VIRGINIA. 


COMMUNICATED TO THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES JANUARY 20, 1838. 


Mr. Cores, from the Committee on Military Affairs, in obedience to a resoiution of the 5th instant, instruct- 
ing them to inquire into the expediency of carrying into effect the resolutions of the Continental 
Congress, granting monuments to the memory of general officers of the revolutionary army, and the 
resolution to erect a marble column at Yorktown, in Virginia, reported: 


That resolutions to be found in the old journals of Congress grant monuments to the memory of the 
following general officers : 


Vol. Page. 

January 25, 1776.—To General Montgomery, of New York .........0- cee cceeccescecces 1 247 
April 8, 11T1.—To General Warren, of Massachusetts ...... 0.2.00 cccccccccccecess 2 82 
April BD, B70 ts 2 0 MSOUOTR ROPCEL, OF VINA. oo oe ice sc cr ceee cc csccnees eonsees 2 838 
June 17, 1777.—To General Wooster, of Connecticut...... bebo bad PG KEGROEON WARS 2 168 
October 4, 1777.—Tv General Herkimer, of New York............-..200- Rie Dew wes 2 276 
November 4, 1777.—To General Nash, of North Carolina ........... eT T TORT ere eee 2 312 
October 14, 1780.—To Baron De Kalb, at Annapolis. ...........ccccccccccccvccces ‘a 3 536 
September 20, 1781.—To General Davidson, of North Carolina ..............ccccceeeeeees 3 669 
September 20, 1781.—To General Scriven, of Georgia .........cccceescscece ceccce soccee 3 ps 
4 679 


August SB, TFOe 20 TRCOTAT EPCOS, OF VIHAR cen ccc cic ccccccceccnnsccices ¥3 


The first resolution appropriates the sum of three hundred pounds sterling; five others appropriate 
the sum of five hundred dollars each; and the remaining four make no specific appropriation. Some of 
these resolutions assign to the board of treasury the duty of their execution, but most of them request 
the legislatures or governors of the respective States to carry them into effect. 

The committee are satisfied that the resolutions have not been executed, and that no money has been 
paid from the treasury for that purpose. 

Although, had this been a new question, it might not be expedient to erect the monuments, yet the 
resolutions awarding them were, doubtless, proper at the time, and may have contributed to stimulate 
the exertions of those who achieved our independence. 

The descendants of the general officers who were thus distinguished have an interest in the fame as 
well as the property of their ancestors, and awards of the one may be considered as binding as of the 
other. 

Your committee are of opinion that the resolutions referred to have pledged the national faith, and 
that it is due to the character of the nation that they be carried into effect. 

It also appears that by a resolution adopted on the Tth of August, 1783, an equestrian statue was 
directed to be erected in honor of General Washington; but as Congress has taken measures upon the 
subject at several periods since, and as by an act of July 14, 1832, a statue of General Washington is 
now under execution, we deem it inexpedient to take further steps on the subject of this resolution. 

In regard to the resolution to erect a marble column at Yorktown, in Virginia, your committee ask leave 
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to adopt the views contained in the report made to the House of Representatives on the 5th of January, 
1836. by a select committee, to whom a memorial on that subject was referred; which report is hereto 
annexed. 

The committee report a bill. 





January 5, 18: 


Mr. Wiser, from the select committee to whom was referred the memorial of the citizens of Yorktown, 
Virginia, and its vicinity, praying Congress to carry into effect a resolution passed the 29th of 
October, 1781, to erect a monument at that place, reported: 


That the said resolution, to be found inthe journals of Congress, (vol. 3, page 682,) is in these words: 

“ Resolved, That the United States in Congress assembled will canse to be erected at Yorktown, in 
Virginia, a marble column, adorned with emblems of the alliance between the United States and his most 
Christian Majesty, and inscribed with a succinct narrative of the surrender of Earl Cornwallis to his 
excellency General Washington, commander-in-chief of the combined forces of America and France, to 
his excellency Count de Rochambean, commanding the auxiliary troops of his most Christian Majesty in 
America, and his excellency the Count de Grasse, commanding-in-chief the naval army of France in the 
Chesapeake.” 

Your committee are of opinion that this resolution should be carried into effect from respect to that 
Congress which well knew how to appreciate the importance of an event that terminated the struggle 
of our fathers for liberty and independence, and because no event in our history is more worthy of com- 
memoration than that which crowned the American revolution with success and triumph, And your com- 
mittee, thinking that this monument should be erected by the government, respectfully report that it 
should be done in a style corresponding with the importance of the event, the benefits derived from it, 
with the characters of the principal actors in the achievement, and comporting with the pride, patriotism, 


and dignity of this nation. 


No. 771. [2p Session. 


25rn Conaress. ] 

ON CLAIM OF A PRIVATE SOLDIERZOF THE ARMY TO PAY FOR THE TERM OF HIS EN- 
LISTMENT ON THE ALLEGATION THAT, ON A CAMPAIGN, TE WAS LEFT BEHIND ON 
THE MARCH ON ACCOUNT OF SICKNESS. 


COMMUNICATED TO THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES JANUARY 20, 1838. 


Mr. McKay, from the Committee on Military Affairs, to whom was referred the petition of Jolin Foster, 
reported : 


That this case is very fully stated in the petition, and, if true, the petitioner would certainly be 
entitled to the relief he asks. The committee, however, are not satisfied of its truth. Independent of his 
own statement on oath there is no direct positive evidence of the manner in which he quit the service. 
He alleges that whilst, in the spring of 1816, he was proceeding with his company from Fort Johnston, 
on the Mississippi, to Natchitoches, on the Red river, he was taken extremely sick, and was left behind 
by the orders of the commanding officer. He further says that, when thus left, he was in the care of a 
family living near the Mississippi river, and some fifty miles or more above Natchez, where he remained 
upwards of a year. In support of this material allegation, the testimony of some one of the officers and 
soldiers of the company, or of some member of the family with whom he stayed, should have been produced, 
or its absence explained, neither of which has been done. The rolls in the Adjutant General's office have 
been examined, and they afford no,information on this point ; indeed, his name cannot be found on them 
after June 30, 1815. Joseph Shelmonds, whose affidavit is among the papers, says that in the fall of the 
year 1817 he met with the petitioner in the neighborhood of Natchez sick and in desperate health ; that 
he inquired for a military post, where he might report himself; but his condition was such at the time 
that the deponent thinks he could not have reached any one known to him before the expiration of his 
term of enlistment. Now, all this may be true, but still it does not prove the petitioner’s allegation The 
affidavit of John Dixon is not stronger, for his statements on this point are hearsay, and not made on his 
personal knowledge. It is a little singular that whilst Dixon says that he has been informed that the 
petitioner had a severe spell of sickness and was left behind by the order of his officer, that Shelmonds, 
who had better means of information, is silent upon the subject. He (Shelmonds) knew Foster had been 
stationed with bim at Fort Johnston until the spring of 1816, when he was removed to Natchitoches, where 
he remained until his discharge in 1817; yet he does not pretend to have heard from the officers and men 
of Foster’s company, or any one else, the circumstances detailed by him. 

The committee recommend that the prayer of the petitioner be rejected. 
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ON CLAIM OF A COMPANY OF VOLUNTEERS OF MISSISSIPPI FOR PAY FROM THE DAY 
THEY WERE MUSTERED INTO SERVICE UNTIL THE TIME OF THEIR RENDEZVOUS 
FOR DUTY. 


COMMUNICATED TO THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES JANUARY 2 , 1838. 


Mr. Wanrtiesey, from the Committee of Claims, to whom was referred the petition of George G. Henry, 
administrator of William Henry, reported: 


William Henry and a number of men, in the summer of 1812, volunteered their services in the Missis- 
sippi Territory, and were organized thereafter into a company of mounted cavalry, under the acts of 
February 6, 1812, and July 6, 1812, and the said Henry was commissioned as captain. The company was 
mustered on the 12th day of October , 1812, by R. Chamberlain, a lieutenant in the second regiment of 
infantry, and it then consisted of one ‘capt iin, one first lieutenant, one second lieutenant, one cornet, one 
sergeant, and twenty privates. The certific ate of Lieutenant € hamberlain is as follows: “I ce rtify that 
this muster-roll exhibits a true statement of Captain William Henry’s company of volunteers, dragvons, as 
mustered by me at St. Steven’s, Mississippi Territory, this 12th day of October, 1812. Signed, R. Cham- 
berlain, lieutenant second regiment of infantry.” Monthly muster-rolls were made out until the following 
February, inclusive; and, as appears by a roll furnished the committee by the Third Auditor, and on 
which the company was finally paid, other volunteers joined the company during the fall of 1812 and the 
winter of 1813. It is said the company held itself in readiness to perform active service from October 12, 
1812, until March 2, 1813. On the 2d of March, 18138, the company was ordered to rendezvous at Mount 
Vernon, and from that period was In active service. 

General Claiborne ordered the company to St. Steven’s on the Tth and 12th of October, 1812, to be 
discharged when the men were entitled to a discharge. 

General F lournoy, who had command of the first milit: wy district, refused to discharge them, because 
he thought the service commenced on the 2d of March, 1813, and not on the 12th of October, 1812. One 
of the men absented himself on the 12th of October, 1812, and most of the rest of them are reported on 
the last roll to be absent on leave on the 3d and 6th days of December, 1813. Four of the men were 
discharged under a writ of habeas corpus. 

The record of the proceedings against these men is before the committee. Colonel Carson, who 
raused the men to be arrested, prosec uted them for desertion, because they left service before the expi- 
ration of twelve months from the 2d of March, 1813, when they rendezvoused at Mount Vernon; and the 
accused rested their defence on this: that their term of service commenced on the 12th of October, 1812, 
when they were mustered by Lieutenant Chamberlain, and that they continued to serve until the expiration 
of twelve months from that day. 

It was the opinion of Judge Sewell, before whom the writ was returned, that the persons on trial were 
entitled to their discharge. 

This opinion was in part, if not mainly, formed from supposing the men were paid thirty dollars each, 
in lieu of clothing, under the act of Febru: ary 6, 1812. General Wilkinson, in his letter of September 15, 
1812, wrote to Captain Henry, as follows: “I shall issue commissions, call the troops into actual service, 
and direct thirty dollars to be paid non-commissioned officers and privates in lieu of clothing.” On this 
sentence the judge remarks: “ From these expressions it would appear that the call into service was to 
precede the payment of the money authorized by law; and as the payment of the money was actually 
made, and a national officer under the commander at Fort Stoddard had mustered them, it was fair on the 
part of the claimants for a discharge to consider themselves in actual service before they marched from 
this place to Mount Vernon; and as no deception could have possibly been contemplated by the law 
authorizing the acceptance of the services of the claimants for a discharge, or by the general who directed 
the money to be paid to them, I am of opinion they have served out the time they engaged to serve, and 
that they are entitled to a discharge. Colonel Carson is therefore commanded to release them from 
confinement.” 

It appears, in a letter from Mr. Hagner to the chairman, that Major niger (formerly Captain Henry) 
received money for paying “balance of clothing” on the 30th day of April, 1818, and that there was then 
due to each sergeant $27 16, to each trumpeter $25 09, and to each private and corporal $23 22. It 
does not appear when the first payment for clothing was made. The men have been paid for what period 
they served after they were ordered to re ndexvous. at Mount Vernon, and being reported absent without 
leave did not forfeit their pay. Major Henry came to Washington in the spring of 1818 to procure money 


to pay the balance due to his company and to a company commanded by Captain Wells. On the 30th of 


April, 1818, the paymaster general advanced to Major Henry $10,000, and afterwards, in the same year, 


$8,646 63, amounting, toge ‘ther, to the sum of $18,646 63. These advances were made upon pay-rolls of 


the non-commissioned officers and privates of Captains Henry and Wells’s companies from March 2, 1818, 
the date of the commencement of their service, according to General Flournoy’s order. In disbursing this 
money Captain Henry paid the following accounts: 

For the use and risk of his own horse prior to March 2, 1813, at 40 cents per day............. $170 40 


Lieutenant James Bailey’s pay, &c., prior to March 2, 1813. .......... cece eee ween eee isc. oe 
orn ene mee ee ic. grser to Marcel: 2, TG1S ooo ck 5 si cs cece ewe ceawessncses 335 53 
Cornet Thomas B. Rankin’s s pay, &c., prior to March 2 , 1813. eet eee ree (ae rReenann 35 01 

901 40 





Major Henry now stands charged, on the books of the treasury, with the sum of $3,303 62, and for 
which a suit was instituted in 1821. 

The disallowances not specifically mentioned above were made in accordance with the ordinary prin- 
ciples of making settelments, and it does not appear that Major Henry expressed any dissatisfaction that 
such (other) disallowances were made. 
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The claim is for the services of the non-commissioned officers and privates, from the time they were 
mustered, on the 12th of October, 1812, or from the time they thereafter enrolled themselves, until the 2d 
of March, 1813, when they rendezvoused at Mount Vernon, and also for the aforesaid sum of $901 40. 

The principal question is, when did the term of service commence ? 

To solve this question, resort must be had to the provisions of the act of February 6, 1812, as they 
regulate the rights of those who entered the service as a part of the corps of 50,000 volunteers. 

By the first section of that act the President was authorized to accept the services of 50,000 volun- 
teers, who were to be clothed, and, in the case of cavalry, were to be armed and equipped, at the expense 
of the United States. 

By the second section, any company, battalion, regiment, brigade, or division, thus offering itself for 
the service, was made liable to be called upon to do military duty at any time the President should judge 
proper, within two years after he should accept the same, and was bound to continue in service, after 
having arrived at the place of rendezvous, for twelve months, unless sooner discharged; and, when so 
called into service and remaining therein, was to be under the same rules and regulations, and to be 
entitled to the same pay, rations, forage, and emoluments of every kind, bounty and clothing excepted, 
with the regular troops of the United States. In lieu of clothing, each person, when called into service, 
was to receive, in money, a sum equal to the cost of clothing, according to his grade. 

By the third section the President was authorized to organize the men into companies, &e., &c.; but 
until called into actual service, such companies were not to be considered as exempt from the performance 
of military duty. 

If this company was in the actual service of the United States from and after the 12th day of October, 
1812, because they were then mustered, they were subject to the rules and articles of war. The act of 
mustering them was nothing more than examining the men, to ascertain whether they were able-bodied, 
sound, and healthy, and to take a list or rell of them. 

They might be organized, by the President, into companies, battalions, regiments, brigades, and 
divisions, and yet not be in actual service, or subject to the rules or articles of war. They could not be 
snbject to those rules and articles, and liable to do militia duty, under the laws of the State or Territory 
where they resided. In the opinion of the committee, the commencement of the actual service was when 
they arrived at the place of rendezvous, and when they became subject to martial law. They then placed 
themselves under the control of their officers, and were exempt from performing militia duty. From the 
time they volunteered and were mustered, until they rendezvoused, they held themselves in readiness to 
enter the service, but were not in it. 

Full effect cannot be given to the said act by any other construction. If the acceptance of the service 
by the President is taken as the period when the service commenced, that part of the statute is nugatory 
that authorizes the President to call them into actual service within two years; because, when they were 
taken into actual service, they could not be retained therein more than twelve months. The decision of 
Judge Sewell, in discharging those accused of desertion, should not influence the committee in the present 
application. They were accused of a crime, and the judge inquired into the cause of their detention. Ile 
decided it was illegal, because they had not intentionally violated the law. He supposed the accused had 
received pay in lien of clothing, and on that circumstance he placed much reliance. In that he was mis- 
taken. Misapprehension might exonerate them from the charge of desertion, but it should not increase 
their compensation. 

If it is said to be hard that volunteers should be required to hold themselves in readiness without 
compensation, the answer is, it is according to their agreement. 

After a full examination of the claim, the committee come to the conclusion that the petitioner is 
not entitled to relief, and submit the following resolution: 

Ltesolved, The prayer of the petitioner ought not to be granted. 





25rn Concress. ] No. 773. [2p Session. 





ON CLAIM OF COLONEL ROGER JONES, ADJUTANT GENERAL, FOR THE PAY AND EMOLU- 
MENTS ACCORDING TO HIS BREVET RANK OF BRIGADIER GENERAL. 


COMMUNICATED TO THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES JANUARY 27, 1888. 


Mr. McKay, from the Committee on Military Affairs, to whom was referred the petition of Roger Jones, 
adjutant general of the army, reported : 


That this case is very fully explained in the petition and accompanying documents, to which reference 
is made. The argument by which the petitioner’s claim to the pay and emoluments of his brevet rank is 
supported will be found in his letter, marked A, addressed to the Secretary of War. Though the com- 
mittee is not satisfied that the act of Congress regulating the pay and emoluments of brevet officers, 
approved the 16th of April, 1818, embraces cases of this sort, yet, as it has been applied to them, as is 
evident from the precedents cited, they can see no reason why the petitioner’s case should be made an 
exception, and they therefore report a bill for his relief. In doing this, however, the committee will not 
be understood as either sanctioning the aforesaid precedents, or as being willing to extend the provisions 
of the act of the 16th April, 1818, to any other cases that may arise, though analogous to this. 
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The petition of Roger Jones, a citizen of Virginia, and colonel in the army of the United States, to the honorable 

the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States of America in Congress assembled, respectful 

pacer ) Y g » TESL y 
showeth : 


Your petitioner asks leave respectfully to state that prior to the late war with Great Britain he was a 
lieutenant in the service of the United States, and that immediately after war was declared he received 
the commission of captain of artillery. 

That he actively served on the frontiers, and in the enemy’s territory on the Niagara and the St. 
Lawrence, during the whole of the late war. 

That at its clese he left the lines with the rank of lieutenant colonel by brevet, for conduct and services 
in the field, which his superior officers and the President of the United States were then pleased to consider 
as “gallant and meritorious.” 

That in the year 1818 the President appointed him the adjutant general of the northern division of 
the army, with the rank, pay, and emoluments of a colonel, which appointment carried him to the frontiers 
of New York, where he sedulously performed his appropriate duties until the reduction of the army in 1821. 

And your petitioner further states that in the year 1825 the President again appointed him adjutant 
general, with the rank and the like pay and emoluments of a colonel, since which time he has been stationed 
at the seat of government, as the adjutant general of the whole army. 

That his duties, official responsibilities, and labors in the War Department, and at the headquarters 
of the army, have been more than quadrupled. 

That besides the zealous performance of all the incumbent duties as adjutant general of the army, 
under the major general commanding-in-chief, other important services are, by established usage, confided 
to and executed by your petitioner, as a military functionary of the War Office, under the authority of the 
Secretary of War. And with what ability or zeal this double series of arduous duties and varied services 
have been rendered for so many years, the records, the honorable Secretary of War, and others conver- 
sant with the matter, can best judge and attest. 

And your petitioner begs leave further to state that, in 1834, the present Chief Magistrate, by and 
with the advice and consent of the Senate, was pleased to confer on your petitioner the brevet rank of 
a brigadier general, in consideration of the performance of “ faithful service for ten years,” in the grade 
of colonel. And it is with regard to the bestowment of this last mentioned brevet, opening the way, as it 
does now, for the first time, for the application of the contingent provisions of the special law of 1818, by 
which your petitioner hopes, not without reason, to obtain from your honorable body that relief and con- 
sideration to which he humbly conceives his station and his vastly augmented duties and labor justly 
entitle him. 

Your petitioner respectfully submits herewith, as the argument in the case, his letter A, of the 28th 
of January, to the honorable Secretary of War, in which he believes the claim to compensation according 
to his rank by brevet to be fairly established, as well by the precedents cited as the reasoning and the just 
analogies and usage in the military service. Nevertheless, the honorable Secretary of War, duly appre- 
ciating, as he does, the services of your petitioner, and the more than equitable title to the higher com- 
pensation, is of opinion* that, under the language of the law, the benefits of its provisions cannot be 
extended to his case. This decision, therefore, virtually concedes a monopoly of the contingent benefits 
of the statute to one class of brevet officers, and excludes another class, in which brevets may have been 
won for “gallant conduct,” even in the same field. It also denies the right of your petitioner, now and 
forever, to any participation of these benefits, and makes an exception of his case; for the precedents cited 
in the argument are admitted to be directly in point, the officers being of the staff with brevets, and, like 
your petitioner, serving as the chiefs of military bureaus in the War Department. 

In consideration of the premises, therefore, your petitioner respectfully prays that your honorable 
body may be pleased to adopt such measures, if to them it should seem just and reasonable, or otherwise 
so explain the act entitled “An act regulating the pay and emoluments of brevet officers,” approved 
April 16, 1818, as will allow and grant to him the pay and emoluments of his brevet rank from and after 
the date of such commission, provided that the amount which he may have received as adjutant general, 
in virtue of his rank as colonel of cavalry, be deducted therefrom. 

And your petitioner, as in duty bound, will ever pray 

ROGER JONES, Adjutant General of the Army. 

WasuinctTon, February 9, 1837. 


ApguTant GENERAL’s OrrFice, Washington, January 28, 1837. 


Sir: I respectfully request that you will take into consideration the propriety of allowing to the 
adjutant general of the army his brevet pay and emoluments. Some remarks, illustrative of the subject 
and of the equity of the case, may be proper. 

After various modifications of the general staff during the late war, the act of March 3, 1818, pro- 
vided for one adjutant and inspector general of the army, with the rank, &c., of brigadier general, and 
eight adjutants general of divis‘on, each with the rank of colonel of cavalry. The duties of a division 
adjutant general were limited to the particular division in which he served, while those of the adjutant 
and inspector general extended to the entire army, whose station was in the War Office, being there an 
indispensable functionary of that department of the executive government. At the close of the war with 
England, the act fixing the peace establishment abolished nearly the entire general staff. But, such being 
the requirements of the public service, President Madison then provisionally retained such branches of 
the staff as were indispensably necessary for the public service. Of this provisional staff so retained 
was the adjutant and inspector general of the army, and two adjutants general of division, each of whom 
was assigned to one moiety of the army for duty with the troops under the orders of the respective com- 
manding generals, while the principal staff officer, with the rank of brigadier, continued to discharge his 
important duties at the seat of government. The act of April 24, 1816, confirmed the provisional arrange- 


* See the Hon. Mr. Butler’s decision of February 8, 1834, herewith respectfully submitted, (B.) 
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ment of the President, and the staff retained by him was now incorporated in the permanent peace estab- 
lishment. This organization, under the confirmatory act of 1816, was still less perfect than it should 
have been, and, among other improvements, as seen by the act of 14th of April, 1818, it was further 
completed by the addition of another important office—that of quartermaster general, with the rank of 
brigadier. Thus, in 1818, the office of quartermaster general uf the army, like that of the adjutant and 
inspector general of the army, then with equal rank, was created and established in the War Department. 
This eflicient organization of the staff, which the experience of the war with Great Britain and six years’ 
subsequent peace had tested and matured, continned in successful operation until the reduction of the 
army in 182]. The adjutant and inspector general of the army, the two adjutants general of division, with 
their four assistants, were then all disbanded, and, in licu of these, one adjutant general, with the rank of 
colonel, (one of the division adjutants g@eneral,) was retained by the act, who, by executive arrangement, 
has, ever since his appointment, discharged the duties ef adjutant general for the whole army. Besides 
being charged with the execution of these appropriate staff duties in the central office of orders and military 
correspondence under the major general, other important services are rendered by the adjutant general 
as a functionary of the War Office under the Secretary of War.* Thus he performs a double series of 
duties, with the rate of compensation diminished in the ratio of the difference between an unavoidable 
increased expenditure in this expensive metropolis and the economy easily observed at almost any military 
post. This, then, is the true state of the case: higher and more arduous duties, in amount more than 
quadruple, now have devolved on this functionary, without the corresponding increase of compensation, 
which is usuaily allowed in cases of superadded labor and responsibility; his compensation being no more 
than was formerly deemed to be due to a division adjutant general at a cheap post in the interior. This 
state of the service has been the result of unavoidable circumstances, not within the control of the 
Executive. But recently the case has been changed. The brevet of brigadier geueral, for fourteen years’ 
faithful service in the grade of colonel, being now held by the adjutant general, places it in the power of 
the Executive, in virtue of the provisions of the law of 1818 regulating brevet pay, to accord to him, as 
in other like cases, the corresponding emolument—being such as pertained to the same office when held 
by his predecessor, 

The foregoing recital shows that my predecessor was a brigadier general under the law; the history 
of the service attests that the duties of the present adjutant general exceed those of the late “adjutant 
and inspector” by all the duties now performed in the Adjutant General's oftice which pertain to the head- 
quarters of the army; for, prior to 1821, these were divided between the headquarters of the two majors 
general of division, cach of whom had an adjutant general associated with him; but since 1821 these 
division staff duties have devolved on one staff officer, which, to this extent, superadds to the business in 
this oflice—i. e., the former office of the late “adjutant and inspector general ” 

I may, therefore, respectfully assert that the command I necessarily exercise, and the double duties 
performed in the capacity of adjutant general of the whole army, and as a functionary of the War Office 
under the Secretary of War, exceed those which devolve on any other colonel, as such; and that they 
are at least equal to the duties and exercise of a command appropriate to the rank of brigadier general, 
since they are more than equal to the measure of the duties incident to the same central office in the 
War Department which devolved on my predecessor, the late adjutant and inspector general of the army, 
who, under the law, was a brigadier general. This application of the contingent provisions of the law, 
with regard to the allowance of pay according to the brevet rank of any officer, may be compared to the 
axiom which declares that the things equal to the same thing are equal to one another. Ii, for example, 
the colonel of a regiment, with the brevet of brigadier, should succeed to the command of a brigadier 
general, he would be deemed to be on duty according to his brevet rank, and would be allowed, with- 
out dispute, the compensation corresponding to such rank. Now, my case is precisely analogous to 
the example stated; and the provisions of the law of 1818 which justify the paying of four majors 
general, when the organic law of 1821 provides for but one, also justify the claim of the adjutant general 
to his brevet pay, so far as any question arising out of any imagined restrictions of the organic law may 
be supposed to conflict with such claim. 

] proceed now to examine some of the facts of the service from which may be deduced the practical 
interpretation of the law, as heretofore declared in other like cases, and which authorized the allowance 
of brevet pay, &c. With regard to the allowance of brevet pay to officers of the Nine, the printed rules 
are clear and specific, just and liberal, and many officers at this time receive their brevet pay under them, 
among whom are three colonels of infantry, as brigadiers by brevet. But to officers of the staff, officers 
belonging to corps without troops, having brevets, the regulations do not apply; nor would it be an easy 
task to frame a written rule which could be applicable to every case. But, in this dilemma, it surely 
would not be argued that therefore staff officers, officers of engincers, of ordnance, &c., who may have won 
brevets by gallant actions, can never receive the corresponding rates of compensation provided for by 
the statute. What principle, then, should test the equitable right in the cases of staff officers, cases where 
the written regulations do not provide any rule other than such as may be applicable to service in the 
line of the army? The only answer which can be responded is this: that the Executive must determine 
the right by analogy, by the estimate of the station of the officer, the enlarged and elevaled character of the 
duty performed, and the imporlance of the services rendered; for, if the command of organized bodies of 
troops, if a numerical force be decined to constitute the only possible basis on which to establish the 
right, then, indeed, the provisions of the special law with regard to brevet compensation could never 
apply to staff officers and engineer officers as such, and therefore the law would be partial and cruelly 
unjust. But Congress never meditated the monopoly of these contingent benefits by the one class of 
brevet officers, and their total denial to another alike meritorions; and so, in truth, has the President 
more than once wisely and justly decided. Hence the resort to the constructive rule of analogy, always 
held in reserve for cases which justifyits application. The records show that this unwritten rule has 
been often applied, and its application to the analogous case of the adjutant general of the army of the 
United States cannot in equity, I humbly conceive, be now withheld 

I will now turn to the list of these precedents. The Ordnance department being disbanded by the 
act of 1821, to reduce the army, all the duties relative thereto were subsequently conducted by tie officers 
of artillery. In lieu of the colonel of ordnance so disbanded, the lieutenant colonel of the 2d regiment of 
artillery was assigned to the Ordnance office as the chief of the department, and, like his predecessor, he 
was stationed in the War Office, being tliere charged with the same description of duties. In 1825 the 


* Vide memoranda, page 913. 
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lientenant colonel was promoted to the brevet rank of colonel, for “faithful service ten years in one grade,” 
when he was immediately allowed the pay and emoluments of his brevet rank, being exactly the same 
which his predecessor had received, who, under the law, was a colonel by commission; and by what rule, 
let me respectfully ask, was this meritorious lieutenant colonel of artillery allowed the pay of a colonel 
by brevet, as an officer in charge of a military burean in the War Office? Certainly not by the printed 
regulations, for these declare that a brevet colonel must command a regiment to be entitled to pay as 
such, and the law provides that a regiment shall consist of ten companies. 

The colonel of the corps of engineers was promoted to the brevet rank of brigadier general on the 
16th of March, 1829, to take rank from the 24th of May, 1828; and the present Chief Magistrate decided 
that this meritorious officer was performing duties according to his brevet, and he has been allowed the 
corresponding pay from the date of the commission. And by what rule? Certainly not the written rule, 
for this declares that to be entitled to his pay, a brevet brigadier must command a brigade, which, by the 
regulations, is composed of two regiments, &e. 

The senior major of the topographical engineers is a lHeutenant colonel by brevet, and he also is 
deemed to be on duty according to his brevet rank, and deservedly receives the corresponding pay. And 
by what rule? Certainly not the written one, for that would require him to be in command of a battalion 
of not less than four companies; but the written rules relative to the allowance of brevet pay were made 
for, and are only applicable to, officers of the line when exercising command over regularly organized 
bodies of troops; nor could these, with any regard to equal justice, be considered as common to the class 
of brevet officers whose habitual duties separate them from service in the line with organized bodies of 
troops. Hence the resort to the rule of analogy derived from the spirit of the law, and which has been 
applied to the several cases of the respected officers just referred to | Accordingly, the measure of their 
right to the exercise of brevet rank with respect to pay was determined as each case arose by the Presi- 
dent’s just estimate of the station occupied, the importance of the service rendered, the elevated character 
of the duties performed, and the resemblance in all to the exercise of higher functions in virtue of rank 
by brevet in cases of officers of the line. 

To the benefit of these just and obvious principles, which have been favorably applied to similar 
claims of other brevet officers of the army serving in the War Department, I think I have a reasonable 
and just claim; and this, I believe, is the sentiment of nearly all the oflicers of the army whose attention 
has been drawn to the subject. The principle, having been decided by the Executive in each of the fore- 
going cases, must now be considered as settled. I will not permit myself, therefore, to apprehend that 
an exception will be made in my case. 

I may appropriately remark that, since the reduction of the army in 1821, two regiments of dragoons 
and the ordnance corps have been added to the army, which, to that amount, considerably increase the 
duties of the adjutant general. 

I deem it proper respectfully to state that I submitted my claim for the decision of the Secretary of 
War, the honorable Mr. Cass, not long before he left the department; and the letter | now have the honor 
to present for your action is a revision of the one which I laid before your predecessor, and which he 
answered favorably, but not finally, on the Ist of October, just two days before he left the office. The 
great pressure of public business before the President at the time, and his subsequent indisposition, with 
other considerations relative to my own official engagements, have prevented me from laying this reason- 
able claim before you for final decision sooner than in the present month. 

I am, sir, with great respect and consideration, your obedient servant, 


ROGER JONES, Adjutont General United States Army. 
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Memoranda of some of the practical duties which devolve on the adjutant general of the army, “ relative to mili- 
fary commissions,” as a functionary in the War Office, under the Secretary of War. 


I. The office of the adjutant general of the army, as the oldest military bureau of the War Depart 
ment, is the repository of the records which refer to the personnel of the army, in war as well as in time 
of peace, and of the military history of every officer and soldier from the earliest period of the govern- 
ment, so far as these may have been preserved. 

I. The adjutant general is responsible to the Secretary of War for the registry of all military officers; 
and in his office is prepared and kept the record of all executive action relative to— 

1. Appointments in the army. 

2. Promotions. 

3. Resignations. 

4. Deaths. 

5. Dismissals and other casualties. 

3. All military commissions issued and distributed. 
7. The official Army Register annually required for Congress pursuant to resolutions of the Senate 
and House of Representatives. 

II. In this military bureau of the War Office the names of all enlisted soldiers are entered, and 
their size-roll and enlistments recorded and filed. 

IV. It is in this office where the monthly returus of the troops and muster-rolls of companies, required 
by the 13th and 19th articles of war, are received and kept. 
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V. Where the inventory of the effects of deceased oflicers and soldiers are forwarded and recorded, 
as required by the 94th and 95th articles of war. i 
VI. Where the original proceedings of general courts-martial are deposited and entered.—(See 90th { 
article of war.) i 
VII. In this office all the duties connected with the recruiting service are conducted; the detail of 


officers, furnishing of funds, assignment of recruits to different regiments, (under the general-in-chief.) 
VUI. Where all the general regulations and orders which emanate from the Executive are commu- 
nicated to the army. 
IX. In this office the annual returns of the militia of the several States and Territories are received 
and deposited for safe-keeping, as well as the returns of the arms, munitions, and accoutrements pertain- 
ing to the same, required by law to be made to the President of the United States. 
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X. The general returns of the militia of the United States, required for the use of Congress, pur- 
suant to the act of March 2, 1808, are consolidated in this oflice. 
XI. Here, also, all appointments and commissions of the officers of the militia of the District of 


Columbia are registered and distributed, &e. 


War Department, L’ebruary 8, 1837. 


I have carefully examined General Jones’s communication of the 28th of January, and the several 
documents therein referred to, and have consulted the President thereon. 

The laborious, extensive, and important character of the adjutant general’s services justly entitle 
him to the pay and emoluments of his brevet rank; especially as, since his accession to the brevet rank 
of brigadier, the duties of the office have greatly increased, in consequence of the heavy military opera- 
tions and other special matters which have demanded his attention. It is evident, also, that several of 
the precedents cited by him of the chiefs of bureaus who receive the pay and emcluments of their brevet 
rank are directly in point, particularly those of the colonel cf the corps of engincers and the head of the 
topographical bureau. 

The President, however, has always doubted whether the acts of Congress allowing brevet pay were 
intended to embrace cases of this sort, and, though he has not interfered with the usage which he found 
in force when he came into office, has not deemed it expedient to extend it to any new case. Concurring 
in those doubts, and being only temporarily charged with the care of the department, I could not think 
it proper to grant the within application without the express authority of the President, which, for the 
reasons above stated, is necessarily withheld. 

Under these circumstances, General Jones will be obliged to appeal to Congress; and, as I think his 


case one of great merit, I trust it may receive the early and favorable action of that body. 
B. F. BUTLER. 


OctoseR 1, 1836. 


[ have examined with much care the claim of General Jones to be allowed his brevet pay. 

So far as brevet pay is allowed to officers on account of their personal services, the claim of General 
Jones is a very strong one. I have found him an able, faithful, and zeaious officer, and his services are 
of the same nature, and his liability to expense the same, as other military officers having brevet rank 
stationed at the seat of government. Were I free to act agreeably to my wishes, I should allow the 
claim without hesitation; but as the case does not appear to come within the written rules on the subject, 
being one of the class cited in the argument as precedents, and as it should, like these, be determined by 
the same unwritten rules of analogy, as to the principles of the service and the nature of military duties, 
the case is respectfully submitted to the President, together with General Jones’s argument, which takes 
a full and, I think, a just view of the subject. 

i LEWIS_CASS. 


A true copy from the original letter. 
KH. SCHRIVER, Ist Liewlenant of the 2d Artillery. 
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Frepruary 8, 1837. 


Hrapquarters, Washington, August 29, 1836. 


I have examined the statement of the adjutant general, Brevet Brigadier General Jones, and taking 
into consideration the fact that he is obliged to perform the duties of adjutant general of the militia and 
volunteers in the service of the United States, and also to the militia not in the field, so far as correspond- 
ence and returns relate to them, I conceive that he has made out a strong case, and that he is entitled to 
a fair remuneration for his extensive and complicated duties ; and it appears to me the allowance of his 
brevet pay as a brigadicr general would be only a reasonable compensation, under a full view of his 
case. 


ALEXANDER MACOMB, Major General. 
A true copy from the original letter. 
K. SCHRIVER, 1st Lieutenant of the 2d Artillery. 


Fesruary 8, 1837. 


Wasnineron, January 12, 1837. 
Gencral Jones is adjutant general, and has the rank of colonel of dragoons, ex officio. He has also 
the brevet rank of brigadier general, conferred for ten years’ service in one grade. The question is, is he 


entitled to his brevet pay ? 
I think it is a case which admits of no doubt; his duties are with the whole army, and coextensive 
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with it. If the whole army is sufficient to give operation to his brigadier rank, there is the proper force 
to entitle him to pay as brigadier general. It might be questionable whether an ordnance officer or an 
engineer ofticer could draw brevet pay, because their duty is performed by corps, and cannot be said to 
act throughout the army; but the adjutant generalship is equally felt in horse, in foot, in infantry, and in 
every department of the staff; it is coextensive with the commander-in-chief. His command in the staff 
as adjutant general gives him the requisite number of troops to entitle him to brevet rank. 

The objection that his duty extends over the whole army only to certain staff duties, and not to lineal 
commands, has no weight in my opinion. His duty extends over the whole army, so far as the office of 
adjutant general extends; it reaches as far as the commander-in-chief’s reaches, but confined to staff 
duties. The policy of the law places it on that ground for wise reasons. You could not have an efficient 
army unless you separated lineal from staff duties. 
BK. W. RIPLEY. 
The within is a true copy from the original letter. 

RK. SCHRIVER, Ist Liewlenant of the 2d Artillery. 
Fepruary 8, 1837. 
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CLAIM OF PAYMASTERS OF THE ARMY FOR COMMISSIONS ON PAYMENTS MADE TO THE 
MILITIA AND FOR A DECLARATORY LAW ALLOWING PAYMASTERS OF THE ARMY 
STAFF OR CAVALRY PAY. 


COMMUNICATED TO THE HOUSC OF REPRESENTATIVES JANUARY 29, 1838, 


To the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States “n Congress assembled : 

The undersigned, Edmund Kirby, paymaster in the army of the United States, for himself and in 
behalf of the other paymasters of the army, respectfully appeals to the justice of Congress to pass an act 
authorizing the Secretary of War to allow the paymasters of the army for payments to militia and volun- 
teers who have been called into the service of the United States since the passage of the act of March 2, 
1833, or may be hereafter called into the service, the same compensation as was allowed by that act; and 
also for a declaratory act construing the third section of the act of 24th April, 1816, in such manner as 
to allow the paymasters of the army staff or cavalry pay, as is allowed by that act to other officers of the 
staff. 

And he respectfully asks their attention to the following considerations in support of the claim: 

Previous to the 2d March, 1833, it was the practice of the government to allow the paymasters of 
the army a commission of two and a half per cent. upon the payments made by them to the militia. 

The act of 2d March, 1833, section 2, authorized the Seeretary of War, at his discretion, to allow the 
paymasters of the army a commission not exceeding one per centum on the sums paid by them respect- 
ively to the militia called into the service of the United States; and the act of 3d March, 1835, making 
appropriations for the Delaware breakwater, &c., though avowedly intended, by those who framed it, to 
bear on other allowances, without reference to this, has been construed by the Attorney General to cut 
off the allowance to paymasters for making disbursements to militia, 

Previous to the present war in Florida, the militia who were called into the service of the United 
States were discharged and returned to their homes before they received their pay. The pay-rolls were 
prepared under the supervision of the paymaster ‘general at Washington, and revised at the treasury 
before the paymasters were sent to make the payments. And even then cases of doubt and difficulty 
constantly arose, involving the paymasters in heavy responsibilities for which it was deemed just to 
allow extra compensation. 

But latterly the system has been entirely changed, and the paymasters are now required to prepare the 
rolis upon the spot, and pay the militia in the field at the time of their discharge. The duty of paying 
the militia has thus become difficult and hazardous in the extreme; and though performed with zeal, 
fidelity, and efficiency, it has been undertaken with reluctance on account of the great and various risks 
incurred in making these payments; a reluctance only overcome by the hope that the period would be 
short when such services would be required, and by a confident reliance upon the justice of Congress to 
provide some remuneration for the losses sustained. 

The following extract from the report of the paymaster gencral to the Secretary of War (see docu- 
ments accompanying the President’s message, December, 1836, page 174) will show the manner in which 
this subject was presented to the last Congress: 

“At the commencement of the present hostilities it was considered highly important to hold out 
inducements to the militia to volunteer their services, and one of the inducements was prompt payment. 
This could not be effected if the rolls were to be first examined and the accounts audited at this place. 
Your predecessor, therefore, determined to supersede so much of the regulation relating to the payment 
of volunteers and militia as required the rolls to be transmitted to this place and audited before settle- 
ment. This removed the safeguard of the officers of the pay department, and they have since been, and 
now are, subject to a most hazardous, and I fear, in some cases, ruinous duty, unless some provision 
is made to cover disallowances in the settlement of their accounts. ‘To form an opinion of the losses to 
which they are liable, it is necessary to have a knowledge of the circumstances under which the duty is 
performed. One great difficulty arises from the militia serving under different organizations given to 
them by their State laws, and all varying from that prescribed by the laws of the United States that are 
to govern in the settlement of paymasters’ accounts. Another difficulty is caused by the irregularity of 
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the service, and the imperfect evidence to establish it; and a third from the pay-rolis and accounts being 
necessarily prepared under circumstances calculated to prevent accuracy. The troops are generally 
discharged by regiments, and sometimes by brigades, always impatient to return to their homes, and 
importunate to be paid. The paymaster cannot begin to prepare his accounts until after the discharge 
takes place; of course he must always perform that duty ina hurry, frequently surrounded by persons 
conversing with and questioning him. Under such circumstances he has to judge of and pay claims of 
doubtful character, and make long and perplexing calculations without time to re-examine and test their 
accuracy. If he differs in epinion with the accounting officers in construing the law, or in applying it, 
or if he errs in his calculations in favor of the claimant, the latter receives the benefit, and the paymaster 
loses the amount; if the error is favorable to the government, the government receives the benefit and not 
the paymaster.” 

The Secretary of War ad interim, (Mr. Butler,) in his report to the President, dated December 3, 
1836, (same document, page 112,) says, in reference to the foregoing report of the paymaster general: 
“His suggestions in regard to the services and responsibilities of the paymasters employed in making 
payments to militia, undoubtedly demand the attention of Congress;” and, after a reference to the laws 
on the subject, he concludes: 

“But as it would seem that justice requires that additional compensation suould be allowed, I concur 
in recommending a special provision similar to that Inserted in the act of 2d March, 1835.” 

Want of time and the urgency of other business prevented Congress from acting upon the foregoing 
suggestions. 

The losses which fail upon paymasters by disallowances at the treasury for errors of calculation and 
alleged non-conformity to law and regulations in paying the militia, though in themselves considerable, 
form but a part of the losses actually sustained. 

In making hurried payments, frequently in the open field or forest, without shelter or other con- 
veniences, and in the midst of a throng, it is very difficult to be accurate, either in preparing the accounts 
or paying out the money. When a single paymaster, under such circumstances, pays out in a single day 
sixty thousand dollars to six hundred men, (as has been done, his utmost efforts being required to despatch 
the business rapidly,) he is very liable to commit errors, and especially to pay out bank notes double, an 
occurrence quite Common in counting large sums. 

It should be borne in mind that these hurried payments are the result of a commendable zeal for the 
service. Payments are frequently made where large bodies of militia are pressing for pay and impatient 
for discharge, and where numerous vessels are waiting under charter to convey them to their homes. In 
one such instance, (that of the South Carolina brigade in 1836,) where sixteen steamboats and other 
vessels were under pay, and where the expense to the government for pay, &c., of the men, and for 
demurrage, could not have been less than from fifteen hundred to two thousand dollars a day, by 
extraordinary exertion the paymaster made the payment several days earlier than he could have done if 
he had taken a reasonable time to prepare the rolls and pay the men; thus saving to the government 
several thousand dollars at a single operation, but at the risk of great loss to himself. 

Numerous similar instances might be cited to show the zeal with which this service has been per- 
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formed, and in every case it would appear that the paymasters have been regardful of the public interest 
rather than their own. Conscious that by their activity and exertions they have saved large sums to the 
government, at the expense of great sacrifices on their own parts, they now appeal to the justice of 
Congress, not for any new provision in their favor, but that authority, formerly granted by law, may be 
restored to the Secretary of War, at his discretion, having regard to the circumstances of each particular 
case, to allow a just remuneration for extraordinary services rendered and losses sustained. 

In regard to the second branch of the subject, it is claimed by the paymasters that the existing laws 
establish their right to cavalry pay, and that the accounting officers of ine treasury have wrongfully 
withheld from them that grade of pay. 

The act of 24th April, 1816, entitled “An act for organizing the general staff and making further 
provision for the army of the United States,” provides {section 3) that “ paymasters shall receive the pay 
and emoluments of majors,” and (section 9) “that the several officers of the staff shall respectively receive 
the pay and emoluments and retain all the privileges secured to the staff of the army by the act of March 
3, 1813.” 

The act of 3d March, 1813, entitlea “ An act for the better organization of the general staff of the army 
of the United States,” above referred to, creates and organizes several staff departments not previously 
existing in the army. Among other things, it provides that assistant adjutants general, assistant 
inspectors general, deputy quartermasters general, and topographical engineers, shall respectively “ have 
the brevet rank, pay, and emoluments of a major of cavalry.” 

These are the only officers of the grade of major provided for by that act. 

The paymasters, therefore, constituting, as they do, a part of the staff of the army, deem themselves 
entitled to the pay and emoluments of majors of cavalry, as the pay and emoluments secured to the staff 
by the act of 3d March, 1813. 

They have accordingly, from the passage of the act of 24th April, 1816, to the present time, claimed 
cavalry pay; but the accounting officers of the treasury, who habitually, in cases of doubt, decide in favor 
of the government, persist in disallowing the claim. 

The paymasters,. feeling confident of the justice of their cause and of its ultimate success, have in 
many instances charged the amount to the government in their accounts, and invited suits to be instituted 
against them for its recovery. But three suits, however, have been brought, and two decisions, by two 
different judges of United States district courts, were in favor of the claim; and no appeal having been 
made, the defendant, now out of service, retains the amount Sut a case was recently brought into the 
Supreme Court, under an adverse decision from the district court of Missouri, which was conlirmed. But 
it is known that the opinion of the court was not unanimous, and there is strong reason to believe that if 
the question had been presented to the court in a different aspect, its decision would have established the 
claim. 

It is conceived that the true and obvious construction of the law sustains this claim, and that such 
was the intention of its framers may be inferred from the strict military propriety there is in placing this 
department of the staff upon a footing of equality, in regard to emoluments, with the other branches of 
the staff of corresponding grade. There can be no reason for an invidious distinction where none that is 
unfavorable to the pay department exists in the character of the duties to be performed, or in that of the 
individuals performing them. 
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The pay and rations of a major of infantry have remained as they were fixed by the act of 5th March, 
1792, without change, to the present time, although all the necessaries and comforts of life have greatly 
advanced in price within the same period. 

While their pay is upon a scale graduated to a state of things existing forty-six years ago, so the 
paymasters themselves remain stationary upon the Army Register. They can look forward to no 
promotion. The door to military preferment is closed against them, and at the end of twenty or more 
years’ faithful service they find themselves precisely in the position from which they started. 

From the nature of their duties they run various risks of loss in the public service. Under a rigid 
system of accountability they are compelled to refund to the treasury all sums paid out erroneously, either 
from miscalculation, in the hurry of business, or from other causes. These items amount to a considerable 
sum every year, ‘They are, besides, constantly liable to losses upon a larger scale. In transporting large 
amounts of money to the distant frontier posts, and in paying it out in small sums, serious losses are 
frequently sustained, for which no remuneration is made by the government. 

They are the only class of officers enjoying the pay of major who do not, under any circumstances, 
receive the allowance of double rations; so that, in fact, from all these circumstances, their real 
emoluments fall considerably below those of majors of infantry, while their personal expenses are 
necessarily greater. 

The undersigned being himself a severe sufferer by disallowances at the treasury, by an ascertained 
robbery of several hundred dollars in specie, by a deficiency of about one thousand dollars in his cash 
account, from some cause unknown, in disbursing $400,000 to cight thousand men in Florida and the 
Creek nation, and having been exposed to irretrievable ruin by being robbed of vouchers at one time to 
the amount of $140,000, and at another to the amount of $8,009, (in both cases afterwards recovered,) 
and by running, at various times, imminent risks of being robbed of large sums of money, he feels 
entitled to appeal to Congress for the enactments above prayed for. 

In making this enumeration of losses, he feeis that he has no cause to blush. They were not the 
offspring of culpable negligence on his part, but of confiding devotion to the public service. Instead of 
taking time to prepare his rolls and accounts carefully, and to pay the men deliberately, he, on every 
occasion, strained every nerve to despatch the business of payment rapidly; and thus, while he gratified 
the impatience of the militia and volunteers to return to their homes, he saved to the treasury many 
thousand dollars in the expense of maintaining them longer in the service, and of demurrage on vessels 
employed for their transport. [He will not here make more than a passing referenee to laborious services 
rendered and heavy disbursements made by him in other departments of the staff, and will only add that, 
while performing these services and sustaining these losses, the pay and emoluments which he received 
from the government were barely equal to his personal expenses. 

What the undersigned says in reference toghimself will apply generally to the other members of the 
pay department; and neither he nor they intrude themselves upon your notice as suppliants for favor, but 
they respectfully ask at your hands such enactments as are demanded by strict justice and sound policy. 

The annexed letter, containing the views upon some of the matters above referred to, of the Second 
Comptroller and of the Seeond Auditor of the Treasury, in each of whose offices the accounts of the 
paymasters are examined in the course of settlement, carries with it the authority of those whose official 
duties make them most familiar with the subject, and who would not be apt to entertain undue prejudice 
in favor of the paymasters. 

All which is respectfully submitted. 


K. KIRBY. 


Wasnineton, January 1, 1838. 


Sir: As requested, I have examined the paper left with me by you, being a memorandum of some of 
the reasons for the re-enactment of the 2d section of the act of March 2, 1833, chapter 60. 

In the course of the examination and settlement of paymasters’ accounts, I could not fail to oLserve 
the very heavy responsibilities thrown on those officers in consequence of the war in Florida. Some of 
the most intelligent and correct officers in the paymaster’s department have been employed in that 
service; and yet, such is the extreme difliculty attending the payment of the militia and volunteers, that, 
in almost every account that has passed under my examination, disallowances have been made, many of 
which must ultimately fall on the disbursing officers. In the payment of the militia, the paymaster has 
to make himself acquainted with the various militia laws, so far as they relate to organization, all 
varying from each other and from the laws for the organization of the regular army. He must also rely 
upon rolls and other evidence, in many cases made out irregularly in consequence of the inexperience of 
militia officers; and if, in the pressure usually attending the discharge and payment of large bodies of 
troops, a mistake is made, arising either from erroneous construction of laws or regulations, or from 
miscalculation of amount, the paymaster must bear the loss. 

Considering the very hazardous responsibility resting upon those paymasters who are required to 
make disbursements in Florida and the vicinity, | have been surprised that responsible officers could be 
found who would be willing to perform the service. 

Respectfully, sir, your obedient servant, 


ALBION k. PARRIS. 


I have read the above statement, and entirely concur in the views and opinions expressed by Mr. 


W. B. LEWIS. 


Parris. 


Major Epwwnp Kirny, Paymaster, &e. 
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_No. 175. [2p SESSION. 


95TH CONGRESS. | 


REPORT OF SECRETARY OF WAR RELATIVE TO ORDERS AND INSTRUCTIONS TO THE 
COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF IN FLORIDA TO CALL INTO SERVICE MILITIA AND VOLUN- 
TEERS, INCLUDING INDIANS; THE TRIBES ENGAGED; THE NUMBER OF TROOPS OF 


ALL CLASSES ENGAGED IN THE FLORIDA WAR, AND THE WiTOLE AMOUNT OF 
MONEY EXPENDED IN THAT WAR. 
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COMMUNICATED TO THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES JANUARY 380, 1838. 
Wak Department, January 29, 1838. 


Sir: By a resolution of the House of Representatives of the 6th ultimo this department is required to 
furnish “copies of all orders and instructions given to the commander-in-chief of the forces in Florida, 
authorizing him to raise troops, or to call into service any portion of the militia, or to aecept the services 
of volunteers, for the purpose of suppressing Indian hostilities;” to report what measures, if any, have 
been adopted to enlist or procure the services of other Indian warriors to fight against the Seminoles; the 
number of Indians so enlisted or take n into the service of the United States; the tribes to which they 

respectively belong; the length of time they have been engaged to serve; and the amount of pay promised 

them;” to state the number of troops of all classes engaged and called into service for the purpose of 
prosecuting the war in Florida at the present time, and the whole number of troops employed since the 
commencement of the war; and to inform Congress of ‘the amount of money expended.” 

If the department had been satisfied with replying to the last of the above-named requirements, by 
merely stating the sum in gross that has been ¢xpen ided in the military operations against the Seminole 
Indians, the whole of the resolution could live been answered some time since; but it was desirous to 
make an accurate and detailed statement, showing, as far as possible, every different branch of expendi- 
ture, and the amount expended in each. To do this, it was necessary that the large and complicated mass 
of accounts growing out of the Florida difficulties should be classified, and that a long, tedious, and 
laborious examination of them should be gone into, in order to arrive at the proper results. Such an 
examination, even at a time when the department was not heavily pressed with business, would require 
at least a month; but, at a season like the present, when the press of business is overwhelining, it could 
not be made in less than thrice that period. Still, as a statement of the kind in question was believed to 
be important, and would be more acceptable to Congress than mercly giving the sum in gross, measures 
were promptly taken to have it made out; but observing that during recent proceedings of the House of 
Representatives an intimation has been made that the information called for by this resolution had been 
withheld, and that an earlier answer to the resolution was expected, the attempt to complete the state- 
ment has been abandoned; and, in order to comply immediately with the re solution, I confine myself to 
giving the gross sum expended in the military operations against the Florida hostile Indians since the 
commencement of hostilities to the present time. This sum is wee 70. 

With the excep tion of the Reeonpen ise documents, marked A, B, C, and D, the instructions to the 

‘commander-in-chicf of the forces in Florida” have alre ady been fur hom d to the House of Representatives, 
in compliance with another resolution, and will be found in the printed document of the present session 
of the House, No. = 

The measures “ adi ee to enlist or procure the services of other Indian w — to fight against the 
Seminoles, and the amount of pay at ‘d them,” are fully disclosed in document 27, printed by order of 
the House during the first session of the present Congress. The number mustered into service, the tribes 
to which they belong, and the length of time they have been engaged to serve, are stated in the documents 
accompanying the enclosed report of the commanding general. These documents exhibit, likewise, ‘“ the 
number of troops of all classes engaged and called into service for the purpose of prosee uting the war in 
Florida at the present time, and the whole number e mployed since the commencement of the war.” 

Very respectfully, your most obedient servant, 
J. R. POINSETT., 

Hon. James K. Poix, Speaker of the House of Representatives. 


Extract of a letter to Major General Thomas S. Jesup, at Garey’s Ferry, Florida. 


War Department, October 7, 1837. 
Sm: Your letter of the 25th ultimo has been received. 
The governor of Alabama has been written to respecting the battalion of volunteers offered by General 
Moore. Should that gentleman succeed in raising them, the department leaves it to you to take the 
necessary measures to have them mustered into the service. 


B. 
War Departvent, October 12, 183°. 
Sir: In compliance with your wishes, the acting governor of Alabama has been requested to comply 
with the suggestions contained in your letter of the 2d instant, in respect to the troops which you say 
have been raised in North Alabama for service in Florida. 
Very, &e., 
J. R. POINSETT. 


Major General Tuomas 8S. Jesup, Garey’s Ferry, Florida. 


“See antecedent No. 760. 
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War Department, December 1, 1837. 


Sir: I received your letter of the 22d ultimo yesterday afternoon, and hasten to say that the great 
amount of force expected from Georgia was uncalled for, and cannot be retained in the service. Such an 
additional number of mounted men will break down your army, destroy all the resources of the country, 
and consume the forage and provisions collected for the supply of the troops calculated for. I consented 
to receive a larger amount of this description of force than I thought essential to your success, because 
I did not wish to cripple your operations; but this great and une xpected accession of them will place us 
here in the unenviable situation of knowing you to be deficient in supplies without the power of relieving 
your wants. The estimates were based upon less force, and if an act of appropriation should be delayed, 
the supplies must stop, and the whole army be made to suffer. The number of irregular cavalry which 
you called for to compose the four columns did not exceed seven hundred men; and the estimates, although 
made for a much greater number, were not intended to meet so great an increase as you will have in the 
field at this time. 

Very, &c., 
J. R. POINSETT. 

Major General Tuomas 8. Jesur, Garey’s Ferry, Florida. 


War Department, December 2, 1837. 

Sir: Alarmed at the immense accumulation of volunteer mounted men in Florida, and seriously appre- 
hensive that we might not have the means of maintaining them in the field, 1 wrote you a hurried letter 
yesterday, directing the Georgia militia to be discharged. If, however, you find that you can better 
spare the Alabama or any other troops, you can select and retain the best. “I do not think your operations 
would be at all retarded, or your army less eflicient, by limiting the number of mounted men to two thou- 
sand, including the regular “cavalry; or, if absolutely necessary for escorts, the number may be carried 
up to two thousand mounted volunteers. The amount of that description cf troops now in the field, if 
the Georgia volunteers be still there, is more than double that number, which appears to be dispropor- 
tionate to that of the troops of all other arms, and likely to be productive of great inconvenience and 
expense. I am not disposed, as you know, to jeopard the success of the campaign by the exercise of an 
ill-judged economy; but the attention of the public has been called to the immense expenditures occasioned 
by this war, and they have become a matter of investigation by Congress, and we are called upon by 
our sense of duty and regard for the reputation of the service to avoid the appearance of lavish or 
unnecessary expense. Iam aware that the most rigid investigation which can be instituted will prove 
only the faithful and honorable manner in which every branch of the army has discharged its duties in 
the cabinet and in the field; but if we retain an unreasonable amount of the most expensive description 
of troops longer than their services are required, we shall be liable to the accusation of disregarding the 
public interests intrusted to your charge. ‘The manner in which the volunteers have everywhere obeyed 
the call of their country, and, by their eagerness to serve in this war, have led their officers to exceed the 
call made upon the States, is highly creditable to them and is fully < appre ciated by this department; and 
in declining their services at this moment, it is governed only by a sense of its paramount duty to the 
country. It has been represented that the volunteers, on entering the service, have had their horses 
appraised, some at the exorbitant price of three hundred dollars, thus attempting to establish a claim for 
this unreasonable rate of compensation for any loss they may hereafter sustain. It may be proper to 
inform all such persons that it is the determination of this department, unless otherwise directed by the 
laws that may be passed for indemnity against such losses, not to allow more than one hundred and 
twenty dollars for any cavi ry horse that may die in the service. General Jackson, from whom I received 
a letter this morning,’speaks in high terms of the character of the men and oflicers composing Major 
Lauderdale’s battalion. I have no doubt you will find them highly serviceable, and it may be well to 
keep this force entire. 

Having understood that the irregular cavalry were marching through the country with an extraor- 
dinary quantity of baggage, requiring an immense amount of transportation, I have directed the acting 
quartermaster to extend some fixed regulations on that subject, which are not to be departed from by 
those charged with the administration of that branch of the service. 

Ve ry, &e. ’ 
J. R. POINSETT. 


Major General Tuomas 8. Jesup, Garey’s Ferry, Florida. 





Hrapquarters oF THE Army, Washington, January 26, 1838. 
Sir: I have the honor to transmit herewith the report of the adjutant general, furnishing so much 
of the information called for by a resolution of the House of Representatives of December 6, ‘1837, as is 
in the possession of the headquarters of the army. 
I have the honor to be, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
ALEX. MACOMB, Major General, Commanding-in-chief. 
fon. Secretary or War. 





Apsutant Generav’s Orrice, Washington, December 14, 1837. 


Sir: So much of the resolution of the House of Representatives of December 6, 1837, requiring 
“the number of troops of all classes engaged and called into service for the purpose of prosecuting the 
war in Florida at the present time,” is ans swered as fully as the records will afford by the table marked Z, 
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of which the accompanying paper A is an abstract, referred to in your last annual report to the Secretary 
of War, which accompanied his report to the President, and now a printed document of the House. Since 
that paper was prepared two hundred and fifty recruits have been sent to the army ; but as they may not 
be more than sufficient to supply the vacancies consequent upon the various casualties of the service, it 
is not considered as adding to the strength of the force exhibited in the return. 

It is supposed that about 1,200 mounted volunteers from Georgia under General Nelson have marched 
to join the army in Florida ; but no official accounts concerning them have been received at this office. 

As to “the whole number of troops employed since the commencement of the (Florida) war,” I have 
to state that the number of regular troops serving in Florida at the commencement of Indian hostilities 
in that Territory, at first but few, has been increased from time to time, and now amounts to the force 
exhibited in table Z of the printed documents accompaiying the last message of the President to Congress. 

The whole militia force mustered into the service of the United States in 1835, 1836, and 1837, to aid 
in the suppression of the Florida Indians, so far as the records of the Adjutant General’s office show, 
amounts to 15,290, (fifteen thousand two hundred and ninety,) including a force of about nine hundred 
Indian warriors. The 1,200 Georgia mounted volunteers under General Nelson, above mentioned, are not 
included in this number. 

Respectfully submitted. 

R. JONES, Adjutant General. 
Major General ALExanper Macomp, Commanding-in-chicf. 


A. 


Abstract of the table marked Z of the printed document No. 3, showing the strength of the Florida arny. 


Present and absent. 


Regiments and corps. 


Number of companies 
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ere SE ee eee Tee ;eckesaes peguwadeawas” oveusx Al i xR: a GN PR Se et 28 
Second regiment of dragoons......... Peer e eee: [EL RRR KDW co ee RGR 10 | 644 678 
First regiment of artillery............... eT Or ey eee ee ee ieewk 9 397 495 
Second regiment of artillery........ (eee eeinee’ see had 26 eba KS ere. eT 8 | 312 300 
en ee er ee re eae Samide eel ) 283 32T 
5 ee er re re er i) B74 422 
Aggregate of artillery.............06. LapERKR CESK 6a een eceeesl, Oe 1, 366 1, 547 
Piet Perens OF MIANITY bb sis cae cicaves ose jee wan ee Cee re | 10 288 320 
Second regiment of infantry......... jvwkereetennmenne’ Mae Keie hee wx 2) 502 
ere ee sa 9 » 460 488 
PRG SOCIOL OF TRIBDITY ... sic noe nes cccccsesesce’s eee eee ee ere | 4 332 352 
RPO OF WRN «.. 6 oi ones canvass es LPR CAT RATT ARETE 32 | 1,422 1, 522 
CeO Ea seek iK ans bee ek he chan shake en ess OURKRS 6S dee REE 185 190 
Recruits in Florida not assigned to companies at last returns..............2.22.0062- 1, 060 1, 060 
Aggregate of regular troops.............- (sbtketeens’ »cavkseniiaeees ee 5, 025 
Missouri volunteers, (mounted)................ METER wade ee twee neers 10 436 474 
Tennessee volunteers, (mounted). ......... 0.02.20 ece eee SRECRE RON RERS ws, J 504 532 
Alabama volunteers, (mounted).................0000 re ee eT ree eexal 3S 906 950 
Washington city volunteers, (foot)............. BNNs utsse ba cick ciara aYa tae eve eee ] 69 12 
a | re ‘ia ckkee ees 6 458 476 
New Orleans volunteers, (foot)...............6. Bde neti ded phetanenat ee Te 4 235 250 
Florida volunteers, (mounted)........ pith Laeeaeeae te tenka as ieee ae. eee 1, 421 
No Gib rdk eRcae ea a we ob Ke oe Kae PiU eN EARS a awe’ ca .605880R% een 100 101 
Aggregate of volunteers..... ...... NTE REAR Ree beeneeee Ae) | See” 1a 
Rg ERIE Se ay EO ee ee eee ey rT 174 *178 
Grand agvregate..... ee ee eT ee er ree Lccheecen a seks Ferre. 4... 9, 479 


* Of this number of Indians, eighty-seven are Delawares, and were mustered into service September 29, 1837, for six 
months; the residue are Shawnees, mustered for six months from October 2, 1837. 
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a 
ON CLAIM OF THE WIDOW OF AN ASSISTANT SURGEON OF THE ARMY FOR HALF PAY. 
COMMUNICATED TO THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES JANUARY 31, 1838, 


Mr. Mason, of Ohio, from the Committee on Military Affairs, to whom was referred the petition of Josephine 
Nourse, the widow of Benjamin IF, Nourse, late an assistant surgeon in the army of the United States, 
reported: 


That the deceased was appointed an assistant surgeon in the army of the United States, and stationed 
at Key West. While residing at that post the war with the Seminole Indians broke out, and Doctor 
Nourse marched with the centre column of the army of Florida, during the campaign of 1836, in the capa- 
city of senior medical officer and medical director. The march cf the army was a continual bivouac from 
the 10th of March till the 25th of May, in a pestilential atmosphere, through a country rendered almost 
impassable by deep morasses and stagnant waters, without such provisions as are essential to the health 
of troops in the field. 

The duties of Doctor Nourse, under these circumstances, were arduous and incessant, and his atten- 
tions to the sick and wounded faithful and unwearied. It appears to the committee, from testimony 
accompanying the petition, that during this campaign he contracted the disease which terminated his life 
at Key West on the 19th day of May, A. D. 1836, and that his death was occasioned by his exertions and 
exposure in field service. By the death of her husband, the petitioner has suddenly been deprived of his 
protection, and, with her infant children, thrown on the compassion of others for the means of present and 
the hopes of future support. Under these circumstances of destitution and helplessness, she asks the 
assistance of that country in whose service her husband fell, in the midst of a career of usefulness and 
devotion to the cause of humanity. 

Congress has made ample provisions for the widows of officers and soldiers of the 1ailitia and volun- 
teers who may have died from any cause while employed in the service of the United States, by granting 
to them half pay during the period of five years. The same principle has been extended to the widows 
of commissioned officers of the army of the United States who may have died of wounds received in actual 
service. Had Doctor Nourse belonged to the militia or volunteers, and died, as he did, of disease, his 
widow, beyond all question, would have been entitled to half pay. But he belonged to the army of the 
United States. To grant relief in the one case, and withhold it in the other, would be to recognize a 
principle of discrimination not only invidious, but wholly incapable of vindication Hither the law in 
favor of the militia and volunteers ought to be repealed, or its policy and humanity extended to the army 
of the United States. 

Besides, in reference to the case of the petitioner, it would be difficult, on principle, to distinguish 
the merits of a claim founded on the death of an officer who died in consequence of wounds received in 
actual service, from one founded on his death occasioned by disease contracted in actual service, and in 
consequence of that service. On the whole, the committee agree to report a bill for the relief of the ‘peti- 
tioner, by granting to her half of the pay to which her husband was entitled, subject to certain limitations 
specified in the bill. 





Heapquarters Army CHEROKEE Nation, October 8, 1887. 


Sir: Your letter dated Washington city, September 13, 1837, is received. Your son, Doctor B. F. 
Nourse, marched with the centre column of the army of Florida during the campaign of 1836 in the capa- 
city of senior medical officer and medical director; and I cannot better characterize the march of that part 
of the army than by saying it was a continued bivouac from the 10th of March until the 25th of May, under a 
pestilential climate, and through an impassable country, and without any of those provisions from the 
quartermaster department which are so essential to the health of a body of troops in the field. The duties 
of Doctor Nourse, under such circumstances, were arduous and incessant; and his attentions to the sick 
and wounded faithful and unwearied. It was my lot, as well as that of some four or five hundred others, 
to have been stricken with disease, (from which I am not even yet recovered,) to have experienced those 
ministrations of his medical skill and his humanity, which are remembered now with a grateful feeling. 
He was young, and of a robust frame, and the most temperate habits; and these advantages seemed for 
some time—in fact, during the whole period of the march—to sustain him under trials which were fatal to 
others. This security, however, appears in his case, as in that of many others, to have been delusive; for 
although I was not with him at the time of his death, I feel satisfied, from the representations of Doctor 
Reynolds, that he contracted the disease which destroyed him whilst on the campaign. Captain Green, 
United States army, who served with him, and is the bearer of this, will also bear testimony to his merits 
as a professional character and a soldier. 

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
WILLIAM LINDSAY, Colonel of 2d Artillery. 

Mr. M. Nourse. 





Wasuineton City, August 11, 1837. 


Dear Sir: The approaching session of Congress recalls to my mind a subject to which I have frequently 
directed my thoughts, and to which I respectfully ask your attention. I allude to the propriety of an 
application to Congress on behalf of the family of your lamented son, Doctor Benjamin F’. Nourse, who 
perished in Florida while arduously engaged in the service of his country. It is a fact, sir, within my 
personal knowledge, that his death was occasioned by his untiring exertions and great exposure in active 
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field service. I parted with him at Tampa Bay, Florida, in the spring of 1836, when he left that post 
with troops bound to Key West; and when he left us he was laboring under the symptoms of that fatal 
fever which deprived his country of a faithful officer, and his friends of a noble companion. He had just 
returned from active service in the field, where he had devoted himself night and day to relieve the 
sufferings of his fellow-soldiers. His death, then, being occasioned by his devotion to his country, what 
stronger claims than those of his immediate family can be presented to a just, a generous Congress? I 
hope, then, that you will have this subject brought to the attention of Congress, and that you will meet 
with that success which the application so richly deserves, and the justice of our country certainly 
requires. 
Very respectfully, your most obedient servant, 

JOHN C. REYNOLDS. 


Micuaen Novrse, Esq. 





At a meeting of the citizens of Key West, held on May 20, 1836, the following resolutions were 
unanimously adopted: 

Resolved, That we deeply sympathize with the relations and friends of Doctor Benjamin F. Nourse, 
late of the United States army, as well as with society at large, in the afilicting dispensation of Divine 
Providence, which has removed him from life in the midst of his usefulness. 

Resolved, That the amenity of his manners, the purity of his life, and his active usefulness, have justly 
entitled the memory of the deceased to our affectionate regards. 

Resolved, That as a token of respect, we will this day attend the funeral obsequies of Doctor Nourse, 
and wear crape on the left arm for thirty days. 

Resolved, That the president of this meeting convey to his friends the deep sympathies they feel in 
their bereavement in such terms as he shall judge proper. 


WILLIAM MARVIN, President. 


Joun Batpwin, Secretary. 





Key West, May 25, 1836. 


My Dear Sir: Before this shall have reached you, you will have received the afflicting intelligence of 
the death of your son, Doctor B. F. Nourse. I shall not intrude upon the sacredness of grief by attempt- 
ing to offer you any comfort or consolation in your severe bereavement. “The heart knoweth its own 
sorrows, and a stranger intermeddleth not therewith.” 

But I may be permitted to condole and sympathize with you and the family of the deceased. I knew 
the deceased well; I appreciated the excellency of his character; you have lost a son, and I a friend. 

By the last of the foregoing resolutions I am requested to offer to the friends of the doctor, on behalf 
of the citizens of Key West, their sincere sympathies in this dispensation of Providence. This I now do, 
with every wish for the happiness of yourself, the widow, and the orphan children. 


I am your obedient servant, 
WILLIAM MARVIN. 
M. Novrse, Esq. 


25rH Concress. | No. 777. [2p Sesston. 


ON CLAIM OF THE WIDOW OF AN OFFICER OF THE ARMY FOR THE PAY CORRESPOND- 
ING WITH HIS BREVET RANK, HE HAVING A COMMAND CORRESPONDING WITH 
SUCH RANK. 


COMMUNICATED TO THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES JANUARY 31, 1838. 


Mr. GreNNELL, from the Committee on Military Affairs, to whom was referred the memorial of Mary A. 
Patrick, reported: 


The memorialist is the widow of Captain Matthew A. Patrick, deceased, late of the 1st regiment of 
United States artillery. She states that her husband received a commission as first lieutenant on the 11th 
of August, 1820, and on the 11th of August, 1830, according to the then existing law, became entitled to 
the brevet rank of captain; that he, with other officers, was three years successively nominated to the 
Senate, by the President, for advancement to that rank, and that the nominations in all that time were not 
acted on by that body. She further states that her husband succeeded to the full rank of captain on the 
death of Captain Dana, on the 4th of February, 1833; and that from the said 11th of August, 1830, when 
he became entitled to his brevet rank, to the said 4th of February, 1833, he commanded a military post 
and a company. His command of a company had been during seven years previous to that time. 

Captain Patrick died on the 6th day of March, 1834, after a short sickness, at Williamsport, in Mary- 
land, where he had gone with his command to quell a riot on the canal. The nominations for brevet pro- 
motion, which, with his, had been made as before stated, were acted on and confirmed by the Senate in 
June, 1834. 

The memorialist prays that an act of Congress may be passed, allowing her a sum which shall be 
equal to the difference between the pay and emoluments of a captain and those of a first lieutenant from 
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the said 11th of August, 1830, and the 4th of February, 1833, which her husband would have received 
had the nominations repeatedly made, year by year, as aforesaid, been confirmed before his death. She 
adds, ‘Captain Patrick had most strictly complied with all the requisitions made by law to entitle him 
to this sum; and, small as is the amount, i¢ is all that nearly twenty years of devoted service to his country 
enabled him to leave his widow.” 

The material facts above stated are proved by evidence derived from the Department of War. Under 
the laws of 1812 and 1818, providing for ‘brevet rank, as understood and administered at the department, 
an officer became entitled to the pay and emoluments of his brevet rank from the date of his commission, 
provided he exercised a command equal to such rank; and for the obvious reason that he became subject 
to all the responsibilities and expenses attached to it. It often happened that a considerable time elapsed 
between the accruing of this right to rank and the confirmation by the Senate of the nomination for it, by 
the President. Yet if, in the interval, the officer held a command corresponding to his advanced rank, he 
was allowed by military usage the pay and emoluments belonging to it, though he would not receive them 
until his rights were fully established and perfected by the action of the Senate. A brief and clear state- 
ment of the case of this deceased officer, from the Adjutant General’s office, will show what were his rights, 
and it is annexed as a part of this report. 

In the present case the President, as above stated, had, from time to time, made the nominations for 
brevet promotions, among which was that of Captain Patrick; and, but for the omission of the Senate to 
act until June, 1834, his right would doubtless have been secured to him. But while in the active and 
vigorous discharge of duty his death intervened, and left his widow to assert them before Congress, on 
the ground of clear equity, on her own behalf. And the committee believe her claim to be just, and 
report a bill for her relief. 





Statement in the case of the late Captain M. A. Patrick, of the 1st artillery, whose widow advances a claim, and 
in answer to the Hon. Mr. Grennell’s inquiry of the 4th instant. 


ApsuTaNT GENERAL’s Orrice, Washington, January 6, 1838. 


It appears, from the records of the Adjutant General’s office, that the late Captain M. A. Patrick, of 
the Ist regiment of artillery, was appointed a first lieutenant on the 11th of August, 1820; under the law, 
and according to usage, he was entitled to the brevet of captain, for “ten years’” service in one grade, 
on the 11th of August, 1830. It appears that he was in command of company A, of his regiment, from 
August 11, 1830, until the end of that year; that in 1831 he commanded the same company eight months 
and twelve days; in 1832, ten months; and in 1833, until the 4th of February, when he was promoted to 
the full rank of captain. 

Captain Patrick, with the other officers entitled at the same time to an advanced grade by brevet, was 
duly and repeatedly nominated by the President, but the Senate declined to act upon the same; he died 
on the 6th of March, 1834, prior to the final action of that body, otherwise he would, on the 30th of June, 
1834, with many other officers of like claims, have received the brevet promotion which had been due him 
since August 11, 1830. If, therefore, Captain Patrick had lived, he would have been entitled (prior to his 
promotion as a full captain) to the difference of pay between the grade of lieutenant and that of a captain 
by brevet while commanding a company. 


Respectfully submitted. 
R. JONES, Adjutant General. 


Major General ALEXANDER Macoms, Commanding-in-chief, Washington. 
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ARMY REGISTER FOR 1838. 
COMMUNICATED TO THE SENATE FEBRUARY 6, 1838. 


Department oF War, February 2, 1838. 

Sir: I have the honor to transmit a communication from the adjutant general, with sixty copies of 
the official Army Register for the members of the Senate, in compliance with the resolution of February 
1, 1830. 

Very respectfully, your most obedient servant, 
J. R. POINSETT. 


Hon. R. M. Jounson, President of the Senate. 





Apgutant Generat’s Orrice, Washington, January 31, 1838. 


Sir: I herewith respectfully present to you sixty copies of the official Army Register for 1838, 
required to be furnished by the Secretary of War for the use of the members of the Senate of the United 
States, as enjoined by a resolution of that body dated December 13, 1810. 


I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
R. JONES, Adjutant General. 
Hon. J. R. Pornsert, Secretary of War. 
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Register of the army of the United States for 1838. 


GENERAL AND STAFF OFFICERS. 





| 
Names and rank. Date of commis- | Brevet and staff appointments. | Remarks. 











sion. | 

See ae | | 

Alexander Mapbmb, maj. gen..| May 24,1628. .)...o<ccc.ccccccceccscecccecc | 
Edmund P. Gaines, brig. general] March 9,1814--| Maj. gen. bvt., Aug. 15, 1814-.| 
Winfield Scott.....-.- Odeo eeinse eee M0ses-55e= | Maj. gen. bvt., July 25, 1814...) 


ADJUTANT GENERAL'S DEPARTMENT. 


Roger Jones, colonel ...--..-- March 7,1825-.| nite eee by brevet., June 7, 
INSPECTOR GENERAL'S DEPART- | ic 
MENT. 
John E. Wool, colonel......--. April 29, 1816-- Brig. _ by bvt., April 29, 
George Croghan ..do....-...- Dec, 21, 1825..|.. ivr Jioncdceekeeesecexcs 


| 


QUARTERMASTER GEN ERAL’S 
DEPARTMENT. 





| 
Thomas S. Jesup, brig. general.| May  8,1818-.-| Major general by brevet, May | 
| 8, 1828. 


| 

Henry Stanton, major... .--.- May 13,1820../ Lieut. col. by brevet, May 13, | 
1830. 

Trueman Cross ....do........ oh aa eae acca nns eniniceeeniak | 

Joshua B:. Brant ...do........ We SR 2 ge UC ORE Rn ee Se | 

Henry Whiting....do........ | Sept. 23,1835..) Major bvt., March 17, 1824....| 


(20 assistant quartermasters taken 
From the line. —WSee regiments. ) 


SUBSISTENCE DEPARTMENT. 


George Gibson, colonel_.-.-.-. April 18, 1818..| Brig. gen. by brevet, April 29, 
| 1826. 

James H. Hook, quartermaster.| March 10, 1829-..| Major by bvt., May 20.1823. 

Capt Jos. P. Taylor, ass. q. m..|.-...- ‘Ua eee Ztepsectamktheceasaerecee tee 





4 


(Assistant commissaries. Number 
not limited.) | 








ENGINEER DEPARTMENT. 
Charles Gratiot, colonel of the corps of engineers, brevet brigadier general, chief engineer. 
TOPOGRAPHICAL DEPARTMENT. 


John J. Abert, topographical engineer, brevet lieutenant colonel in charge of the topographical bureau. 


PAY AND MEDICAL DEPARTMENTS, 

















Nl l 
No. | Names. Rank. ‘Date of commis-| Brevets and former com- Remarks. 
| a sion. missions. 
| 
| PAY DEPARTMENT. 

1 Nathan Towson .......-- | Paymaster general-| May 8, 1822 | Brig. gen. bvt., June 30,’34.| Washington. 

1 | Benjamin F, Larned.....- | Paymaster .......- | Nov. 24,1815 | Capt. bvt., Aug. 15,1814...) Tampa, Florida. 

2 | David S. Townsend ...... eapelOcecbessccass April 29, 1816 | Maj. bvt., July 27, 1814...] Boston, Massachusetts. 

3 | Danie] Randall .........- [spe Diseckhwecees | July 21,1818 | A. D. P., June 8, 1814 ~..| Philadelphia, 

4 | Charles H. Smith -.....-.- en | Bor. Bb, 3888 bos ccwascccccsccccssesnse Norfolk, Va. 

5 AAS MONOS oa cosancnce ttt Dsseneecenwes | Pec. 12,1820 | Captain, July 1, 1809...-. St. Louis, Missouri. 

672 Boandiews.<..--<22- Cee ele coe cee ces May. 22, 40ew l5.b.npcescne ce wacoseeons Washington. 

¢ | Hdmund Kirby..........:|-... MOsecesepseses | Aug. 5,1824 | Captain, May 1,1824-..... Brownsville, N. Y. 

8 | L. G. De Russy...------- wim aa etiam in mnieaine | Sept. 21,1826 | Captain, Dec. 11, 1825 ....| Natchitoches, La. 

9 | Robert A. Forsyth .......|...- LD Saas epee Bept, M0 ator Isc ccccscececcstaaseseees Detroit. 
10 | Adam D. Steuart......-- EEO eres Ses gin: Me ON Bere eo oe eee eu em 
11 | John S. Lytle..........- |----d0....-..-..-- MHD A ABO Acces ceecekceccuiascess Charleston, S. C. 
a2 | Ghee’ Manes. ....-.<--- | OND sh Sa Wan. GoReeo ieee see coe eee ke Tallahassee. 
13 | Peter Muhlenberg -....-- Sep MOR Soh cceesces | Feb. 2, 1835 | Major, May 1, 1814 ...... Augusta, Ga. 
14 | Elbert Herring .......-. |...-d0.......-..-- OMY: AS EBBb cin. Jo coeecemenr See cus ee New York. 
15 | Wharton Rector.........|.--- Disscnnescnes AUT. 20,2000 jose ncesiclccsscoussceses Little Rock, Arkansas. 
16 | Christopher Andrews--.--- i eewOLpecsseke see ASCE: S2A BOSON ee aac ockessaseceseees St. Augustine. 
17 | Donald Fraser........... joss oO Lepeebassers | Oct. 29,1836 | Major bvt., Sept. 17, 1814-| Tampa, Florida. 

MEDICAL DEPARTMENT. | 

1 | Thomas Lawson ......-.- purgeon general ...| Nov. 30; 1836) (oe ncccsewccwcccucccs ----| Washington. 

1 | Thomas G. Mower -.----- gO eee PHRC SOB SEs Neecen pi cchoences cieeeed New York. 

2 1, Me Bamey once cocccs ces wcikmow wine ATT age oc fs. bel Le ee eens eee eer eer Baton Rouge. 

3 | W. V. Wheaton ......... Lethe canenwne POS.. O, BUSS hicndvccsscsssisnusnsanve West Point. 
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MEDICAL DEPARTMENT—Continued. 





Names. | Rank. Date of commis-| Brevets and former com- Remarks. 
| sion. | missions. 





| MEDICAL DEP’ t—Continued. | 


' William Beaumont. ....-- | Sureenesss cscs e- ING ViGBGIRe sacks ca cemes ee eee a St. Louis. 
BymanrNOOb <<... <isecess) aise Gon vas ieee WE Vol ca) (2.5 5) So eee eres ae meet an eee er Fort Winnebago. 

| Clement*A. ‘Binlay..-2-<!. Qe e caesar WOlys Us mbeoes | pakenancoe sce scseee ~aa-| Florida: 

| Prestleyok “Craig. 2.2 -2|e nec OE Bint, Sy Ene See 1 Va AS aR | eee Oe et do ae eee Fort Jesup. 

3 | Richard 3. Satterlee....--|... Gs = crs tt ee AG ere meso a kiao is sca ee wales Florida. 

| Samuel G. I. De Camp.-.-.|__-- ERS eh Ec tehs At tee Weer. Bas | Se a hi a es ln oe cls Do. 

Edward Macomb _......-|...- QOmon caw cweeee NOVA Peon eran oe awe ouen ears Fort Leavenworth. 
Hamilton 8. Hawkins ..--'...- vi LD epee ene Ree Jutty? 2EabStO) sheen ok oo eee esas New Orleans. 
MITLEAOW. WIWER wove cee - (sees COS = saice = cine, moarerats 0 (CSR can mn een ee Fort Crawford. 

| Rovert\C, Wood... <2. -..| 2022 "2 (5 eee eee Pe (pene ee ares ete EE oe he ok Florida. 

| Meary A, Stinnecke......|....d0 ..2.c0c200 eS en eee Do. 

Wels Wiherton..os= <<<|s<- COs cmeee aes UVC MES Oe | seme awacs ee erates Fort Gibson. 
James H. Sargent.......- Assistant surgeon..| June 1,1821 |; P.S., April 24, 1816.-..-.- Fort Constitution. 
Me eae NOMNO Os nocnesisicluosSAOwae a caxccw cis lease as MOGs aes PS), April 29, 18t6...... Fort Wood, N. Y. 
MylVenveR Days. cms cc sss) soe WOses aces leslie sass Osa s50 POS.; Aer LS lsis. 2... Allegheny arsenal. 
JosepneHatOnic. -cccieeessli ccs "a ee GeO ene 3) ee, eee eee QOR sce e eee tas Fort Hamilton. 
voseph-l, Russelll...22...|.... "1 (0 1k Ne ee meee ones? GOs kc P.S., August 10,1818 .... Florida. 

Richara Weimhtwieh 0... | 2s. -dOcsec cuee ooce scutes ” 1 P. S:, Aucust 2, 1818 --..- Do. 
Benjammeming.<..-2..<.|.222 02 er Se ee Ps es Re AO 8. M., October 14,1818 -... Washington, D. C. 
| John A. Brereton.....---|...- COM ecteawewoece DUar Clem e ae ercta ete siciaicin per cmeie cco: 
Lawrence Sprague ....---|...- Ove pecs 2 SURCTA IMO AO cn Secs ccnc eclemc Sosa Hancock barracks. 
JOEL MANN 2 ciccjo ccs ecices |. o25 AGeseaawssees AUER NG SAO cece es ececenocemacecuoms Cherokee Nation. 
Robert Archer: .22.ss5.6 Soo! (1 Ses ea eR Re AOD Ob GMO et = Senna om cleo aoiece:c as Fort Monroe. 
Charies:S: Triplers..- =<)... dbp 22 2ase eee Oc WSU wESSUS waste ne cs. Sons waa Florida. 
Edward: Wotrell......2.5--|s2.- CO ke eS! HODy Celene aac aS wis ome See omay oan Fort Howard 
POTID MER Wellins - <sce<<| sacs dOe secon VULVs Wao ae cse meas cul siSaesncaeas Florida. 
Henry ti, MewKEel? 2.252}. 25 Oa eos we eee ee CC) ne acetic a) a ae oe 
Charles McDougall.-.-...)-..- Owee rate eee |e Saas AOSs see lecscssccmcuess eet Seceen Fort Brady. 
SURtOMShaANdwl 2.23] sco Ley eae eye OGGeere Osa ete moss nos eenee enews 
Nathan's. Jarvis’ 22.22.) 5.56 a ee MAKENE TZ TOda placstesenacs st ceceeeesass Florida. 
RIChHAN Clave cccacescos|.o 5c 3 0 eT ORE On ee EER "] (0 ae Ves pecs aie Seer SR ee ie Do. 
Agam N.. Mehatens «<<... |... 5 (a Rr ee NRE | ee ee Ones e es | eos oe hone aoe vases Do 
sonjamin. Hs NeloOwesss-.!...-GO0sccsccocce.s|ssccee eee ees re ee ted De acs ct aetis 
George lh. Warmer >.-. =. ees 0 ae eee DialveZobOsen)| seacoast sees sse ee nesss Florida 
M. C. Leavenworth .....-}.... Os a eee Sept ibodad masks oe o Camp Sabine. 
Dre Pa WIONe sacacwosSe |. cochO sees accokees OU: 25. USGS" | acs 2 casa cw ne Fort Snelling. 
WiAlTSOneHMONCYy <2 .2550-| 522 (Onecare ceo ee QOee eal scsaccinc cc see cneeeoacees 
JONG, LOMer.<cose- BSE: (0) ae ae eer DGG. PASS eee coca Se ect ouS. 
JOnNeEMersONe= << s..0<5e| =. OMe eee esol ere Oss c ea endas ace eo Se Seine ---- Fort Jesup. 
Henry Holt=..-<~ pate Brera bens OOS Soha) Ys a/b je DECIR Soo \iee nae an a sscaecoae aso ss Florida 
Thomas Henderson .....-).2.. 71 10) es mg a Sears Ree 1 a ee ed | ae Do 
JoONNeb. Wels, oss-sa565|).002 OMS ear are Reb miso te esas ack once aos eeeosaaas Fort Towson. 
JotmeM. Cayler so... -- SO | area eee ADIN Gots [ones oenmaeicaaeaiscaase Fort Pike. 
Madison M. Mijjs........ | fem researches ies 0) le SRI [pt ROPE EC Se Fort Gibson 
William Hammond ...--- Bere (10) eta Peat AURORE EL SOAR fe eters ajar So aaraes olarcrats Fort Coffee. 
Georse RR. Clarke .o<< 2-51.50. COS e ee ee INGV2 oleae oo ete os os Sa sesrecae Florida. 
JOSEPNSH  DMNCY o- cass! cose dOseceaace vere INOW COMaL OO ee ace atoare ota crear ala care Fort Gibson. 
Leonard’ C; MePhatl....-~<|...- 710 een ae NOV SO SS a eke ce eee sc cada decces Florida. 
ewis: Ay Birdsall s..2225| 55 (tiv ne eee es DOO! Peete eokee cose sect oeceees Fort Jesup. 
Samuel P.. Moore .....-.- OE (eee ee rae eae WE beeen e |erirs ta ye a os eit sigs Fort Gibson. 
Mile Ry Sater wssens) case) ies COS eae tre Mater TOGO Iss aos secesesases Florida. 
John C Reynolds! 22.2.5. |..62 Gerace stare 17 | 35 15 ae ee es ee 
Chase M. Hitchcock ...- .<|....2 Oe 2 otineseeee aN Tod ffl (ho) eas ee Cherckee Nation. 
Winn Ws HOXtOM: .2.56 s0cs]occ- Se Ae A DSP ARR SON hentia aaa cle eae ae West Point. 
Erastus B. Wolcott ......|...- 71 a ee Jat ete s0n con at cae cas tose ease toes Fort Snelling. 
Witnee MatnG: <scic cece cose Soe ORs aes ee apes Or ale eee soe Sipe clare as Florida. 
whomastees s.socecssec2| 5 ss 71 0 ne ae rad pee aN IIR 5 a Do. 
RGrnANd OM: WOVING scccscs|< 55. “(ea eee IN EIA a Co 15 ae pee Do. 
MUMENe IES NURIIe c2Scs6 |. 2 SUOk. otecsccismn Ulver USeenOOOn wemec cscs) sc cceniceees Do. 
Le MHELU MOUIC o.oo .siciseccl ccc UG soos ee Site eee “17 at |S ae a ae ee Do. 
Robert Southgate....-.--) 22. 710 Seer eS ae AN ema Ge OM sere Soca b ea Sata Seer aia Fort Towson. 
Isaac “Hi: Balawin'=...-.<5-| 35. MO sinlon ee ber Oe rete ig es iN oe sg Ws ta let 
Samuel Pormy.--..--s-5</-..- Ome aeemecee eee <1 10) ng Ae sar ee ee ie ee Florida. 
Charles McCormick ...--- REET (0 nee ee en Meee nego Lee ira | Se eS ss Cd oo gels Do. 
Wade Sullivan’. -..2<06|..2<. daeat etwas: ING Vee ENON ese oan Sooe tease wien’ Do. 
Charles H. Laub ....---- i Tee PN ae bccn caennencvanawss Do. 
Silas R Arnold......-..- oA: (een ee lve eS te es ho shee se oceees Do. 
Josiah Simpson....--.--- TS TACs eek ne es Dv. 
Wiamiios OAT) (a--claces| co clOicccee cscs ci We Merete On |S aoa omert ec eae Do. 
Witharrs: Wine. cl. ses6| 5522 "1 10 eee ear PE Of cbitedi vet aedcoanasdnes Do. 
Hrancis Wo cewall ..62<22-). 52. MO ceseneTcces NO Fs A BS 01) 5.5 a sea Do. 


PURCBASING DEPARTMENT. 


Callender Irvine......--- | Gommissary general Aug. 8, 1812 |...........------------- Philadelphia. 
of purchases. 
Edward S. Fayssoux .-.---| Storekeeper ......- Us) cae a O05 25 2 ee a eee Philadel] phia. 
JW. MADOSDULY sane soc. - a |) ee ae OEGs vite Soke |i 52,03 se te eaietidewacicaes St. Louis. 
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CORPS OF ENGINEERS. 
No. Names and rank. Date of commission. Brevets and former commissions. 
| COLONEL. 
eID S66 specu sueemnneckonne May 2457828: ....2.-. Brig. gen. bvt., May 24, 1828. 
| 
| LIEUTENANT COLONEL. 
Ua iposennda. men = Sper oesceesecen ccc. May 22,4828 <<..cs< Col. brevet, September 11, 1824. 
| MAJORS. 
DF I TONE ic oko ceeded star wccccces May 24, 1828 _...... Lieut. col. bvt., March 3, 1823, 
2 | ome OC MNERE o-oo c kee ocuseesteecccke December 22,1830_-- Lieut. col. bvt., June 30, 1834. Supt. Mil. Academy. 
CAPTAINS. 
Bie SA By Sa eee soe ae August 29, 1820.....) Major brevet, August 29, 1830. 
> jy SSsentn ee RORORE |. Oe cece ee sccc eben January §, 1825<<..~ 
DP A aN EOERRCNE noe ee eee eeee cn May 24,1828 .2:.s.. 
7 Wallen AC gcOns jose Soee Selec ccescs March 6, 1832..2s.<. 
b 1) SOpmienUs AC MORIN peccceccaeccaccscccenn May 15, 1835 ...2... Brevet, June 30, 1834. 
Dery BR WETEON cafe spose esac casas September 21, 1836-- 
FIRST LIEUTENANTS 
eae Sn Ree March 31, 1819....<. Paymaster, Mil. Acad.; capt. bvt., March 31, 1829. 
PAM PR MMO coe eet Stk ne boeeccekis December 22, 1830... 
BS | soscon a: #. Mansfield... 22.2.2 ccc-s6 March 5, 1832. <<.<.- 
€.) Alexander. Bowman... .---<..c.csecc< January 21, 1835 ...-. 
Ot NES FFG win cccnn cascsecnecce scnews September 21, 1836-- 
Fe Ne J | a October 31, 1836._.- 
| SECOND LIEUTENANTS. 
' 2 Ses eee eee gan: 21, 1835 22cccc6 Brevet, July 1,1833. Engineer office. 
1 PELs. Gy. 0 ee eee May 1551835 <¢ ssc Brevet, July 1, 1833. 
: Bee: Wien cc eco eeceecekowcuséscs April 20, 1836 -..... 3revet, July 1, 1833. 
4} William Smith................-..+.----- September 21,1836 --) Brevet, July 1, 1834, 
j Be PAR So ee a ee ee eee September 30,1836 -. Brevet, July i, 1834. 
; 6 | CES oo 0 eee ee a eee June 30, 1837 ......- srevet, July 1, 1835. 
{ | ; 
i BREVET SECOND LIEUTENANTS. 
: eg Cod cnnn shkebechbabnbin ee oy 
Y  PRINCN BRON occ enka co aeee eee ee ockac| acess WG@sec Senceastc 
Ele ee oO oe ee ae on ply ASASos ccccece 
Po) eS eR 2 moe. eee e cece gully AC ASS -ccocce- 
ae 8 EA | 0ST a Rt see eC ee ee (ee Oe OG caccscnxceke 
Bia) 2e ky I UININ 3 Soe erecta see ce celsseced Bio ae 
TOPOGRAPHICAL ENGINEERS 
MAJORS, BREVET. ‘ 
TEES SIG A Oc 1 1 ee aa ee November 22,1814 -- Licutenant colonel brevet, November 22, 1824. 
Ba ames MCUNEY. ss orcbcacotegeesssesses April 29, 18065..2c<- Lieutenant colonel brevet, April 29, 1826. 
2 1 CRUE EE GION glo cee bte kiosk: [oeeacd WMrceresessecs Lieutenant colonel brevet, April 29, 1826. 
Sn menpeMan Nene ces coc te ebasc ae ebes August 1, 1832....--' Brevet, July 24, 1828. 
Bf eaies 09) AURBNOM ose Sen eeccs Gee bens ccna September 14, 1834 ~. 
Dar wins SUN eee rhea ee Seveseece ces November 23, 1837 .. 
Assistant Topographical Engineers. 
CAPTAINS, bREVET. 
i a VAN: WIE Hc eeke heck Seecdsceess August 1,1832...... 
“He LANGE Chg 1 LEC ee on ey ae January 28, 1834 ..-. 
B ste MONS eect cece eek secon. September 14, 1854-- 
DAMS SRAMOIA ce cae cot CRE bheck nu ceeanee November 23, 1837 -.; Brevet, December 31, 1835. 
ORDNANCE DEPARTMENT. 
COLONEL. 
PR NRE occ ck cvccsnnsnccncaccses May 30, 1832....-..-; 3revet, February 9, 1825. 
LIEUTENANT COLONEL. | 
SimGpprire IGG ie se pee ceed eae do....------.-| Inspector of arsenals and armories. 
| 
MAJORS. | 
Da itenryawenig oe oe ee ee ecco ceeses| accuse do...-.-------| Brevet, Dec. 23, 1823; inspector of small arms. 
Pi einer AV OlIN boon. eh se cee ceesens+|-scee WOspctecec ccs | Lieut. col. bvt., July 25, 1824. 
CAPTAINS. | 
TED a iy 2S [oe es (ee are: WO; Jacek veers | Major brevet, May 21, 1827. 
SAE ESTES ET 1 a Sees eg te een ee are WSiccieneeceee | Captain, August 1, 1825. 
PO EIOMON coe ecce alee tila tt catetnn loc aes Wesseceeencee | Brevet, May 17, 1830. 
Ba LES e Ch OS | ee oem Seer BOincecece sere | 
DE IOUIN a debe iccolonmean OOse.ssec. ssee 
od RO RNIN PIDTRR OCR cet ee Be Nb “(EC eae pee epee gene 
Sou eM TSMMINIRERONION hei oS ee ed et MOicesceeese ce! 
SB eemee Ae NONE woe c ccc oes ens eu semclecun oe “(TC Sega ee epg eee 
Jee be Cis. LN 0 ei er ee Reb. 25, 1835..<..<=. 
RD wpe MEP CL: ho och ewe atecscccnccudcuc Nov... 1, 4636 oc0:ucs< 
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1838. | ARMY REGISTER. 
FIRST REGIMENT OF DRAGOONS. 
No.| Names and rank. (Date of commis- Brevets and former No.} Names and rank. ‘Date of commis-|Brevets and former 
sion. commissions. | sion. | commissions. 
ere ed | 
| | | 
COLONEL. | 2 | Enoch Steen_....-- | March 5, 1836 
1 |S. W. Kearnev. steal July 4, 1836 .. | 3 Bs A. Terrett amaieae Mar. 31,1836 | 
Z |) 2 | Wim Bustiss-2. <<... | June 15, 1836 
LIEUTENANT COLONEL. | | 5 | L, B. Northrop. .... | July 4, 1836 | 
chard B. Mas | , 6 | James M. Bowman..| Oct. 15,1836 
1 | Richard B. Mason -.'....-- do...--- | 7 | Asbury Ury........| Mar. 3, 1837 | 
| 8 | H.S. Turner......- Beer: dGa aes | Adjutant. 
MAJOR. | 9] A. R. Johnston.....| June 15,1837 | 
1 [-Chiton*Wharton=.=-|-...0. doses | 10} P. R. Thompson....| June 30, 1837 
enieiiies | Ly} Bas Roberts. 2a. | July 31, 1837 
SAPTAINS } 
| i | 
: ae hs accord es 1833 | SECOND LIEUTENANTS. | 
Hustace Drenor.....|---.=- dos cases | - 
3 | Nathan Boone ....., Aug. 15,1833 ll 2 | ‘Wie 3 Gete | June 15. 1836 . 
: : | 5 nt | mm, N Grier. ssc. une 15,1836 | Bvt., July 1, 1835. 
2 | oe — Se | 2 Richard West ..---- Jan, 25,1837 
5 | P. Bt. G. Cooke ----| May 31, 1835 |, 3 | Fayette Robinson.._|.---.-- Mi acaes 
6 | I. P. Simonton..... | July 4, 1836 | |’ 4 | Philip Kearny...... Mar. 8, 1837 
( Thomas Swords concn March 3, 1837 A.Q.M | 5 | R. G. Stockton... May 1S, 1837 
8 Benj. D. Moore. ....| June 15, 183% || 6 | L. P. Davidson...-. July 1, 1837 
9 | James Allen -....--) June 30, 1837 i |  Chiion......|...... Yi 
10 | J. H. K. Burgwin _ July 31, 1837 | 8 | Thomas McCrate ...) Aug. 1, 1837 
; a a | || 9 | W. Bowman .......)...... i esiaten 
| it FOr} De He Rucker: ....- Oct. 13, 1837 
1 | J.S. Van Derveer ...| Aug. 15, 1835 | 
SS Penn ere” eee ee: See 
SECOND REGIMENT OF DRAGOONS. 
—— pees | ; 
| COLONEL. i FIRST LIEUTENANTS. | | 
| | | 
— eee , | 1 | E. D. Bullock......| June 11, 1836 | 
1 D. E Twiggs ------ June 8, 1836 | 2| M.S. Howe....2--.|-....- Peed | 
poe ” LSU @. Ate Blakes. 2: laces: donssas) 
iain inceas | 4 | A. S. Macomb.-...-- Oct. 6,1836 | Aide-de-camp to 
L | W.S, Hamey ss... Aug. 15,1836 | | | | Maj. Gen. Mae 
| | | | comb. 
‘iia 5 | Croghan Ker....... eee 73 (3 ee | 
ere 6 | Wino Gilpm...--..- | Oct. 19,1836 | 
‘- - ; | 7 | J. H. P. O’Neale ...| Oct. 1, 1837 | 
1 | T. T. Fauntleroy ..-} June aia 8 | Z. M. P. Mamy.._.. ae ; 
9 | S.B. Thornton. ....| Nov. 26, 1837 | 
i os | | . -- ’ | 
ne | | ME Ry 2 ace | Dee. 15, 1837 | 
| | 
1 | James A. Ashby....|...... UO ses | Maj. bvt., July 19, faerie a i | 
| 1836. | SECOND LIEUTENANT. | 
2 | W. W. Tompkins. ..|....-.- <0 (cee 1 | N. W. Hunter...... | Oct. 6,1836 | 
3 | ELOW: Powlerscoccclsco 2a dOecsa8 | 2 | Re B Lawton <.c..< | Oct. 12, 1836 
4 | B. L. Beall ........|.....- dows sues | 3 | N. Darling ......--| Nov. 23, 1836 | 
6: | WdSs Winder o<<.cloccsss QO wecins- | 4 | W. Hardia_.......- July 1, 1837 | 
6 | W.. Mo Bultons...- =< Oct. 6, 1836 5 | F.Saunders........| Sept. 11,1837 | Bvt , July 1, 1837. 
4. | dood ews. cose Oct. 19,1836 6 | L. P.Graham -....-- Oct. 13,1837 
8 | T. S. Bryant ....... Sept. 26, 1837 fall) DS (0112) eee Oct. 14,1837 
9 | John Graham...--- Oct. 1, 1837 | Stl ete Paikeres. ccc -|ascaes i | 
10 | T. Dade .... ......|...... "oe 9 | W.D. Berrien -...-- Oct. 16,1837 | 
FIRST KEGIMENT OF ARTILLERY. 
cea l: ze Se ee a 
| COLONEL. | ( | D. D. Tompkins....| Dec. 31, 1835 
| | 8 | L. B. Webster-..... Sept. 30, 1836 
| A RBS cece Nov. 17, 1834 | Brig. gen. bvt., 9 | George Nauman ----| Feb. 4, 1837 
| June 30, 1834. | 
| LIEUTENANT COLONEL, | | FIRST LIEUTENANTS. 
| cs | | 
i | J.B. Walbach...<- | May 30,1832 | Col. bvt., May 1 | Timothy Green. .-.-. April 20,1818 | Capt. bvt., April 
| | 1, 1825. 20, 1828. 
| MAJOR. | 2 | Francis Taylor .....| Jan. 31, 1833 
| | 3 | James R. Irwin...-- May 31,1833 | Adjutant. 
2 | BUR. Bierce tscecae | June 11,1836 | Lieut. col. bvt., | 4 | John Williamson ... Sept. 30, 1833 
| | Aug. 21,1836. || 5 | John H. Winder-.-..-; Nov. 30, 1833 
| CAPTAINS. 6 | Eben. S. Sibley --.-- Mar. 6, 1834 
| | | 7 | William Maynadier .. May 31,1834 | Ordnance. 
1 | F. Whiting ........ | Sept. 16,1819 | Maj. bvt., Sept. 8 | Miner Knowlton.-.-! July 23,1835 | Mil. Academy. 
| 10, 1829. || 9 | James H. Prentiss ..| Feb. 29, 1836 
2 | BH. Saunders... | Nov. 4,1823 | Maj. bvt., Nov. || 10 | J. B. Magruder.....| Mar. 31, 1836 
| 4, 1833. i | 3. We Bailey- 2... Aug. 6,1836 | Mil. Academy. 
3 | Ri Mo Rinby <s.sss- | Aug. 5,1824 | Maj. bvt., Sept. || 12 | Geo. Watson....... Sept. 30, 1836 
| | 17, 1824. 3 | E. A. Capron ....... Nov. 19, 1836 
4 | Giles Porter.......- | Sept. 30,1833 | Brevet, Feb. 1, || 14 | David E. Hale.....- Nov. 30, 1836 
| | 1833. || 15 | John F. Lee ...-..- Dec. 17,1836 | Ordnance. 
5 | D. Van Nesss-...<:| Oct. 23,1834 | Brevet, Nov. 4, | 16 | C.B. Chalmers -....| Feb. 4, 1837 
| 1833. 17 | L. A.B. Walbach -..; May 19,1837 | Ordnance. 
6 | Justin Dimick......| April 6,1835 | Brevet, May 1, || 18 | Wm. H. Betts ....-- | Nov. 30, 1837 | 


| 








1834. 
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No.| Namesand rank. 


FIRST REGIMENT OF ARTILLERY—Continued. 





nee leas 
Date of commis:|Brevets and former) No. | 
sion, | commissions, | | 


| SECOND LIEUTENANTS 8 

j i; Oo 
1 | G.G. Waggaman... Mar. 31, 1836 | Byt., July 1, 1835.) 10 | 

| Mil. Academy. | 11 
2 1 BF. A. tiewis.<...... July 1,1836 12 | 
2308 ee oe eee | | 13 | 
471 V. Bagner..-...- Aug. 6,1836 | Bvt., July 1, 1836.) 14 | 
S| M0 J. Burke ....... Aug. 31,1836 | Bvt.,July 1,1836.) 15 | 
6 | J. S: Batheway ....|-..--- USS os | Bvt , July 1,1836.' 16 | 
7 W.E. Aisquith -...! March 8, 1837 | 





SECOND REGIMENT OF 


| 
COLONEL, 2 
| | 

1 | Wm. Lindsay ...... | April 26,1832 | Byt., March 12, 3 


LIEUTENANT COLONEL, 





1 | Ichabod B. Crane...) Novy 
MAJOR. | 

a eM Bayne =. -.<.- | Dec. 
| CAPTAINS, 

1 | Frs. S. Belton.....- July 

2 | R.A, Zantzinger....| Dec. 

3 | J. Mountfort....... | Aug. 

* | Jo; ©. dayior .--... | July 

5 | Gus. S. Drane...... May 

6 | C.S. Merchant..... | Nov. 


7 | Allen Lowd.....-..| Nov. 


8 S. McKenzie-...... | Feb. 


9 | James Green......- June 


FIRST LIEUTENANTS, 


1823. 


3, 1832 | Bvt., Nov. 13, 


1823. 
17,1836 | Bvt., March 2, 
1824, 
13 
14 
31,1817 | 15 
12,1818 | Maj. bvt., Aug. | 16 
15, 1824. 17 
11,1819 | Maj. bvt., Sept. | 18 
11, 1824. 
6,1825 | Commissary. 
30,1832 | Bvt., Nov. 15, 
1827. 
17,1834 | Bvyt., April 20, 
1828. 
30,1836  Bvyt., April 20, 
1828, 


Oo © 
8 


8, 183 
20, 1837 


~I 


Crm CODD = OO ®D “1D Gr bP 











] 
1 | Wm. C. DeHart....| Oct. 10,1831 | Bvt., July 1,1830. 1 
| Aide-de-campto 1 
Bvt. MajorGen-' 1 
eral Scott. 1 
THIRD REGIMENT OF 
COLONEL. 8 | 
1 W. K. Armistead...) Nov. 12,1818 | Brig. gen. bvt., || 9 | 
| | Nov, 12, 1828. 
LIEUTENANT COLONEL. | 
| } 
1 | W. Gates.......... | Dec. 17,1836 | 1 | 
2 
MAJOR. 3 | 
4 
1 | Sylvester Churchill .| April 6,1835 | Byt., Aug. 15, || 5 
| 1823, 6 | 
CAPTAINS, - 
8 
1 | M. P. Lomax.....- Nov. 17,1814 | Maj. bvt., Nov. || 9 | 
| 17,1824. || 10 | 
2  Eneas Mackay-...- Dec. 31, 1822 | Maj.bvt.,Dec.31, || 11 | 
| | 1832,A.Q.M. || 12 
3 W. UL. McClintock ../ Aug. 11, 1823 | Maj. bvt., Aug. 
| 11,1833. | 
4 | Thomas Childs.--.- | Oct. 1,1826 | Maj. bvt., Aug. | 13 | 
21, 1836. | 14 
5 | Elijah Lyon_....... | Feb. 20,1827 | Bvt., Jan. 1,1827.) 15 | 
6 T. W. Lendrum....} Dec. 31,1828 | C.G.S. office. 16 | 
7 J. 8. Vinton....... | Dec. 28,1835 | Bvt, Sept. 30, | 17 | 
| 1829. 18 


Note.—This mark ® affixed to any officer’s name denotes a 


regimental position. 


Names and rank. 





Date of commis- Brevets and former 





sion. commissions. 
J. L. Donaldson...) July 1, 1836 
ay. WV. Mackall... July 1,1837 
Israel. Vordes-...:-.\ocncs2 dosécess Mil. Academy. 
Bennett HW. Mall ....|....62 GO,sseeu 
WW. MOONON coca ecinsSe MOS ssu<< 
Joseph, Hooker ....|..<<=- MO nse sas 
Arthur M. Rutledge.|......do......| 
OV ds WOWION: conse oaceke MOE cer 
0 eC Fc dos-sece! 


ARTILLERY. 


J. A. Chambers. .... 


CL Smtthi oc ee. 
BS. Ep ei: 
John B. Grayson. .- 


| John Mackay ....-.. 


John C. Casey...... 
Thos. B. Linnard... 


Roo Kh. Whiteleyecicssacs 


RoW: Pevion:< 5 ssc< 
Edmund Schriver-.. 
James Duncan ....- 
T. P. Ridgeley ..... 
Horace Brooks -.-..- 
James M. Morgan .. 
Henry L. Kendrick - 
Samuel J. Bransford. 
gars. Conkling ...-- 


SECOND LIEUTENANTS., 


Roland A. Luther... 
John F. Roland ...- 


Jan. 28, 1832 


May 30, 1832 
31, 1833 


Dec. 
April 
Dec. 
April 
Dec. 


May 
June 
Dec. 
Dec. 


July 
July 


31, 1834 





Byt., July 1, 1830. 
AO. MM, 

Mil. Academy. 

A, OQ; Ms 

30, 1834 

Adjutant. 

30, 1835 

28,1835 


Adj . Gen. office. 


yr. 30, 1836 
1c. 31,1836 


8, 1837 
31, 1837 
20, 1837 
14, 1837 
31, 1837 


Mil. Academy. 


Mil. Academy. 


1, 1836 | 
4, 1836 


Bvt., July 1, 1836. 





Robert E. Temple- -- 
bepj. Poole... < 5s... 
Geo. H. Talcott ...-. 
Eras. D. Keyes ....- 


William Wall....-.- 
James H. Simpson ~~ 
5 ee |. a ee 
John A. Thomas -.. 
Mop eNer p2os5 ee 


Augustus P. Allen ..| 


June 
Aug. 
Sept. 
Sept. 


Mar. 


April 30, 1837 


May 


| June 


Aug. 
Nov. 


voluntary transfer, which is 





M. L. Shackelford -.) July 31,1836 | Bvt., July 1, 1836. 

Robert Allen....... Aug. 16,1836  Bvt., July 1, 1836. 

Chas. B. Daniels -..| Sept. 11,1836 | Bvt., July 1, 1836, 

John W. Gunnison...) July 1, 1837 

Edwin W. Morgan..!'...-.-- GOs ees 

Wm. W. Chapman ..}.....- MOsenss- 

Lewis G. Armmold....|..2<<: U0isesc. 

Frs. Woodbridge ...|.....- MOvecis. 

Ed. W. Townsend. ../..-.-. GOzsssss 

Henry C. Pratt. ccecciocccce Resco. 

John Sede wick... .lescoss WOsescec | 

Wm: Armstrong sss. |...<cs GOscsect 

Arnold E. Jones....|.....- (| 

ARTILLERY. 

ee Cee Aug. 31,1836 | Maj. bvt., June 
| 9, 1836. Ord. 

Samuel Ringgold... ...... U0sveccs Bvt. May 8, 1832. 

FIRST LIEUTENANTS. 

W. B. Davidson....| Jan. 1,1825 

D.. Vintenssxcc a April 7,1825 | A.Q.M. 

John L’Engle...-.-- Dec. 11,1825 | A.Q. M. 

iM, Acarners<sccssc= Feb. 26, 1827 

Martin Burk ..-.<.< May 1,1828 | Ordnance. 

RD. A. Wadesscx- Sept. 10, 1828 

Robert Anderson... June 30,1833 

Albert E. Church... Jan. 13,1836 | Mil. Academy. 


22,1836 | Ordnance. 
31, 1836 
15,1836 | Ordnance. 


16,1836 | Aide-de-camp to 
Bvt. Maj. Gen. 
Scott. 


16, 1837 


18, 1837 
30, 1837 
19, 1837 
23, 1837 


Mil, Academy. 
Ordnance. 


the ‘cause of his anomalous 























1838. | ARMY REGISTER. 933 
THIRD REGIMENT OF ARTILLERY—Continued 
No.| Names and rank. Date of commis-/Brevetsand former No.| Names and rank. |Date of commis- Brevets and former 
| sion. | commissions. sion. commissions. 
SECOND LIEUTENANTS. | f (GF od ta) O's ee July 1,1837 
| S| Robert: 2. Jones... |.<ses dOs 25% 
1 | T. W. Sherman..... July 1,1836 o} oubal As Bary 2. 5.2|-5<<6< doe cues 
2 | C.Q, Tompkins. ....| Aug. 31,1836 | Bvt., July 1, 1836.|| 10 | George Taylor......|...... 100 nr 
3 | Israel C. Woodruff..!.....- oeceanl | Bvt., July 1, 1836.) 11 | George C. Rodney --|------ dbess sas 
| Mil. Academy. || 12 | Ed. J. Steptoe ...... Piaicainte AOS scictain 
A) Wine Prager 22s Breen GOsesze | Bvt.,July 1, 1836.|) 13 | R. Ridgely........- SBOE ) ; 
B 1 Wins, Mocks ceases. loccccu Gos ssee | Bvt.,July 1, 1836.|| 14 | F.O. Wise.....-..- | July 31,1837 | Bvt., July 1, 1837. 
6 | Braxton Bragg ....- | July 1,1837 | Adjutant. | 
- ae ree ee a. | 
FOURTH REGIMENT OF ARTILLERY, 
COLONEL. 62) 5R: Ter Onepenss. 2552 Jan. 31, 1832 
7 | W. P. Bainbridge...) May 30, 1832 
L | JR. Penwiek...5- May 8,1822 | Brig. gen. bvt., 8} RoC: Smead: .....<..- Sept. 30, 1832 
Mar. 18, 1823. 9 | W A. Thornton...) Jan. 31,1835 | Ordnance. 
| LIEUTENANT COLONEL. 100) DOH: Luttsese.s<2. June 10, 1836 
. 11 | Charles O. Collins...) June 11,1836 | A.Q.M. 
1 | J. Bankhead........ April 26,1832 | Bvt., Aug. 15, | 12 | Frank E. Hunt....- Aug. 15, 1836 
| 1823. 13 | Simon H. Drum-.-...| Aug. 31,1836 
| MAJOR. 14 |S. C. Ridgeley....-. Sept. 16,1836 | M Academy. 
1| A.C. W. Fanning... Nov. 3,1832 | Lt. col., Aug. | 15 | John N. Macomb...| Oct. 15, 1836 oe ‘o 
| 15, 1824. Maj. Gen Ma- 
| | comb. 
| eaiieaeas 16 | Edward Deas. ..-.-- Oct. 24,1836 
i | John Prving 2 2cos5- April 25,1818 | Maj. bvt., April | 17 | John H. Miller..... Dec. 17, 1836 
| 25, 1828. PSs | Ay Salas. 55.5 May 31,1837 
2 | is, Whitne--<..... May 21,1822 | Maj. bvt., May 
| 8, 2882. | SECOND LIEUTENANTS. 
= | 0. i. Gardher.....- Nov. 1,1823 | Maj. bvt., Nov. 
1, 1833. 1 | Wm.G Freeman ... June 8,1836 | Bvt., July 1,1834. 
4 John Munroe -..... March 2, 1825 2 | Joseph Roberts ...-- June 10,1836 | Bvt., July 1,1835. 
5 | Patrick H. Galt _... May 15,1829 | Brevet,Sept 26, | Mil. Academy. 
1828. 3 | James H. Stokes.-.-| June 11,1836 | Bvt., July 1,1835. 
6 J.M. Washington -. May 30,1832 | Brevet, May 23, { | John P. J. O’Brien-| July 1, 1836 
| 1830. 5 | John W. Phelps.-.-.| July 28,1836 | Bvt., July 1,1836. 
7 | Harvey Brown ----- April 10,1835 | Brevet, Aug. 23, 6 | George C. Thomas...) Aug. 15,1836 | Bvt., July 1,1836. 
| 1831. 7 | R. A. Wainwright..| Oct. 22,1836 | Bvt., July 1,1835. 
8 Samuel Cooper ..-.. June 11,1836 | Brevet, July 6, Mil. Academy. 
| 1831. 8 | Thomas L. Brent...} Nov. 1,1836 | Bvt., July 1, 1835. 
9: W.. W.. Momises sc. Dec.’ 17, 1836 9 | E. P. Scammon ...-| July 1,1837 | Mil. Academy. 
10 | Thomas Williams. .-.}...... C0 sasses 
FIRST LIEUTENANTS. dd | ALB. G@regorys.s<s|s-ca< 3 (1 ea 
12 |} Wms T. Martin ...-}..5.<< dds. 5: 
1 | S. B. Dusenbery.... March 1, 1825 | A.Q. M. 3 | Edmund Bradford ..|.....- (0 eee 
2 | Edw. C. Ross ...... Nov. 27, 1826 | 14 | Joshua H. Bates...-|...... dOcecenc 
3 | John B. Scott -....-. July 31,1827 | Ordnance. 5) J.-C. Pembertons..-|....<< 31) eee 
4 | John Pickell....... May 28,1831 | Adjutant. 1Gc| (Cals WoOOstereseaes|--con- doic2ss5 
S| Ee Searlecacecaes. = Aug. 20, 1831 Mi JebaOleycasaaasa Aug. 31,1837 | Bvt., July 1,1837. 
FIRST REGIMENT OF INFANTRY. 
COLONEL. | FIRST LIEUTENANTS. 
| 
A |) 4. Paylorscsasccccs | April 4,1832 | Brevet, April 20, 1 HOM Grosse acess sees Dec. 31,1831 | A.Q.M. 
| 1829, 2 Joseph H. Lamotte -) July 11, 1833 
LIEUTENANT COLONEL. | 3 | B. G. Mitchell ...... Oct. 25, 1835 
| 4 | J.R.B. Gardinier._.| Sept. 4, 1836 
1 Wm. Davenport....| April 4, 1832 5 | Sid: Burbank .-...- Oct. 29,1836 | M. Academy. 
| 6 | Seth Eastman...... Nov. 14,1836 | M. Academy. 
MAJOR. | (| BeAvOgdens...<-=2 Dec. 17,1836 
| S| The MBM ....... Oct. 3, 1837 
1 | John Garland.....- | Oct. 30,1836  Brevet, May 7, 9 | Wm. H. Storer. .... Oct. 17, 1837 | 
| 1827. 10 | John Beach......-. | Dec. 31, 1837 | 
CAPTAINS. | 
SECOND LIEUTENANTS. 
1 | G. Loomis.........; April 7,1819 | Maj. bvt., April | | 
| 7, 1829. 1 | Geo. H. Pegram...-} June 11,1836 | Bvt.,July 1,1833. 
2 E.A. Hitchcock....| Dec. 31.1824 | Adj. 
3 | Wo -Ridouett 2. -... | May 14,1829 2 | James McClure..--- | Sept. 4,1836 | Bvt., July 1,1833, 
#4 | Thos: Barker.....<<. May 31,1829 3°) PoC. Gaillard=<..<- Oct. 29,1836 | Bvt., July 1,1835. 
5 | Sam. McRee -.-.... Dec. 31,1831 4 §. M. Plummer ....| Nov. 14,1836 | Bvt., July 1,1835. 
6 | Wan Davicccnscccic< | Oct. 26,1832 | 5 | John M. Scott...... Nov. 30,1836 | Bvt., July 1,1835. 
7 | Thos. P. Gwynne---| Mar. 4, 1833 6 | BR. Bennett ..-2.... Jan. 9, 1837 
8 J.J. Abercrombie ..| Sept. 4, 1836 ( \ do MWeAister ..-.<.- Sept. 3, 1837 
9. | AVS Maller...c.n05 Noy. 14, 1836 8 | A. Ho. Steuart. <..-<- Oct. 14,1837 
#0: | HW. Backus= 5.3.5. | Oct. 17,1837 Ov Poe eine coos sacs Dec. 2, 1837 









































SAAS yf ees 
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MILITARY AFFAIRS. 






































SECOND REGIMENT OF INFANTRY. 
| 
No Names and rank. Date of commis- Brevetsand former! No. Names and rank. Date of commis-/Brevets and former 
sion. commissions, sion. commissions. 
| 
COLONEL. | 9 | Thompson Morris...| Nov. 6, 1836 | 
| | 10 | J.J. B. Kingsbury...) Feb. 13,1837 | 
1 | Hugh Brady ee ecks July 6,1812 , Brig. gen. bvt., 
July 6, 1822. FIRST LIEUTENANTS. | 
| LIEUTENANT COLONEL. 1 || J. R. Smith.......- Mar. 22,1832 | Adjutant. 
: wae | 2 || Hannibal Day...... April 4, 1832 
1 | A-.Cummings -..... setlist deacon | 3 8. P. Heintzelman..| Mar. 4/1833 
| 4) Amos B. Eaton.....| July 21, 1834 
easel 5 | Silas Casey ....-.-- | June 28, 1836 
Ld a SGlarke =< s-- July 21,1834 | Bvt.,July 25,1824) 6 Abner R. Hetzel..--)-.---- doveces: A. Q. M 
| 7 | James W. Penrose ..| July 3, 1836 
CAPTAINS. 8 | Edwin R. Long....- Nov. 6, 1836 
Pee Joe ' Boschi: ‘ 9 || James M. Hill...... Dec. 31, 1836 
Py met mererene satelite aoe 10. Geo. W. Patten...) Feb. 13, 1837 | 
2 | W. Hoffman ....... May 1,1819 eo , May 1, iit ea sini. | | 
3 | G: Dearborn .-.--.- Sept. 30,1819 Maj. bvt., Sept. 1 J. M. Clendenin...) Mar. 4,1833 | Bvt., July 1, 1830. 
30, 1829. 2 | James V. Bomford ..| Oct. 6,1834 | Bvt., July 1, 1832. 
4 | T. Staniford ....... Mar. 1,1820 | Maj. bvt., Mar. 3 | I. BR. D. Burnett....| June 28, 1836 | Bvt.,July 1, 1833. 
1, 1830. A) TE. WeSSCUIS ccc. lees do......| Bvt., July 1,1833, 
5 | E.K. Barnum. .--. Dec. 28,1832 Bvt., Dec. 31, |) 5 J. W. Anderson...) July 3,1836 | Bvt., July 1,1833. 
| 1830. 6 || Phos; Johns <.....<- July 31,1836 | Byt., July 1,1833, 
6 | John Bradley -....- July 21,1834 | Brevet, Oct. 2, S| OL RR Patnick -..6.- Oct. 31,1836 | Bvt., July 1,1835. 
1832. | 8 | Wan. Alburtis.....< March 8, 1837 
7 | Samuel L. Russell... June 28, 1836 9 aC Sy Woeodrail..<.-|s-25s HoOrscnus- 
84 Cas Wate... =~. July 3,1836  A.Q.M. AO: |) Do Mi, Sarvie...ccc- July 1, 1837 
THIRD REGIMENT OF INFANTRY. 
COLONEL. | FIRST LIEUTENANTS. 
| 
i | Sas: BS Many 2.2. July 21,1834  Brevet, June 1, 1 | E. B. Alexander...) Dec, 29,1827 | A.Q. M. 
1831. 2) 8B. Birdsall.....<. Feb. 17,1829 
LIEUTENANT COLONEL. 3 | Joseph Bonnell..--- July 15,1831 
4 | W. R. Montgomery | Aug. 31,1833 
1 | Josiah H. Vose -...- April 23, 1830 5 | Edw. B. Babbitt....| Mar. 31,1834 | A.Q.M. 
6 | Nath. C. Macrae...-.| Oct. 31, 1835 
MAJOR. 7 | Jefferson Van Horne.) April 1, 1836 
8 | Thomas Cutts...... June 15,1836 | Adjutant. 
4) N. Young .........| Dec, 25,1837 | Bvt;.Jan 1, 1829 9 | A G. Blanchard....| Oct. 30, 1836 
10) ) Wins 0. Kello . 2-202 Nov. 15, 1836 
CAPTAINS | 
SECOND LIEUTENANTS. 
A ges GIBOR => casc Aug. 13,1819 | Maj. bvt., Aug. 
13, 1829. 1 | Henry Swartwout...' Mar. 31, 1834 | Bvt., July 1, 1832. 
2 | W.G: Belknap...... Feb. 1,1822 | Maj.bvt,Feb. 1, | M, Academy. 
1832. 2 | Geo. P. Field ...... July 25,1835 | Bvt., July 1, 1834. 
3 | John B. Clark.....- Mar. 18,1826 eee Oct. 31,1835 | Bvt., July 1, 1834. 
4 Andrew Lewis...-.- June 6,1827 4}. Po N. Barbour ....- April 1, 1836 Bvt., July 1,1834. 
5 | Benj. Walker ...... Aug. 31, 1833 5: | Wm. 8. Henry... =..- June 15,1836 | Bvt., July 1, 1835. 
G | i. WN. Morris........ Oct. 31,1833 G | Jos: Gi. Haton.<ccc. Oct. 30,1836 | Bvt., July 1, 1835. 
7 | Otis Wheeler....... Oct. 31,1835 4°) dearkin Smith...<... Oct. 31,1836 | Bvt., July 1, 1835. 
8 | Hy. Bainbridge---.- June 15, 1836 8 | Wilmot Martin..... Mar. 8, 1837 
9 | George Wright..--- Oct. 30, 1836 9 Lucius O’Brien ..--. Sept. 3, 1837 | 
10 | J. W. Cotton....... Nov. 15, 1836 IO: ds WOSe. Gren cuca Dec. 2,1837 | 
{ { 
FOURTH REGIMENT OF INFANTRY. 
| 
COLONEL. | FIRST LIEUTENANTS. 
Dj Sines Cather. 22.... Sept. 21, 1836 1 | Chileab S. Howe...-.| Jan. 31, 1836 
2. | Bh, as COVEN coke nic loaewee GOs cis 
LIEUTENANT COLONEL. 3] Rob. C. Buchanan .. Mar. 16,1836 | Adjutant. 
4 | Chas. H. Larned....; Aug. 7, 1836 
1 | William S. Foster ..) June 8,1836 | Bvt, Aug. 15, 5 | Bradford R. Alden..) Sept. 18,1836 | M. Academy. 
‘ait 1824. 6 | Wm. W.S. Bliss....; Sept. 21,1836 | M. Academy. 
sama | 7 | Benjamin Alvord...) Sept. 23,1836 | M. Academy. 
Be ft Sept. 26,1837 | Brevet, Aug. 6, 8 | J. W. McCrabb ..... Sept. 30,1836 | A.Q. M. 
eee | 1828, 9 | John L. Hooper....| Nov. 2, 1836 | 
s poneneibai | 10 | Abram C. Myers.-.-| Sept. 6, 1837 | 
1 | Henry Wilson.. --. April 20,1819 | Maj. bvt., April —_ Seti ha Bee. | 
| 20. 1829. | SECOND LIEUTENANTS. 
2 + Wan: W; Bear... ... May 1,1824 | Maj. bvt., May1, ae a ee Jan. 31,1836 | Bvt., July 1, 1833. 
| 1834. Ordn’ce. 210. V¥. D. Reeves.scx May 2,1836 | Bvt., July 1,1835. 
DS aes We. Men aces Jan. 25,1829 | Bvt.,Jan.1,1829.| 3 | Henry Prince ...... June 11,1836 | Bvt., Sept. 18, 
Ol ond sancen April 30,1831 | Bvt.,Jan. 1, 1829. | | | 1835. 
5 | Wm. M. Graham...) April 4,1832 | Maj. bvt., Dec. | 4 | Stephen T. Tibbatts.. Aug. 7,1836 | Bvt., July 1, 1835. 
| 31, 1835. 5 | Chas. Hoskins.....- Sept. 13,1836 | Bvt., July 1,1836. 
6 | P. Morrison........' Sept. 13, 1836 6 | Collinson R. Gates... Sept. 21,1836 | Bvt., July 1,1836. 
7 | Geo. A. McCall..... Sept. 21, 1836 7 | M.C.M. Hammond Sept. 23,1836 | Bvt., July 1,1836. 
By te amas osu Sept. 23,1836 | A.Q. M. 8 | Chas. H. E. Spoor..| Sept. 30,1836 | Bvt., July 1,1836. 
9 | R. D.C. Collins..... Nov. 2, 1836 | | 9 | W. G. Grandin. .... July 1, 1837 | 
_10 | G. Morris... Sass | Sept. 6, 1837 | 10 | George Lincoln....- Sept. 14, 1837 | 
7 






























































1838. | ARMY REGISTER. 
FIFTIL REGIMENT OF INFANTRY. 
anaes _ . | “ft es ah 
No. Names and rank. /|Date of commis- Brevets and former) No.| Names and rank. Date of commis-|Brevets and former 
sion. commissions. | sion. commissions. 
| 
COLONEL. | 0°) Lot, Jamisene..2 =. Oct. 31,1836 
| 10 | Moses E. Merrill....| June 22, 1837 
1 | Geo. M. Brooke ---:| July 15,1831 | Brig. gen. bvt., 
| Sept. 17, 1824. FIRST LIEUTENANTS. 
LIEUTENANT COLONEL. | 
i |) Boh. K: Smith. .--- March 4, 1833 
i. | Sal. Barbank ..2.<- | Sept. 21,1836 | Brevet, July 25, 2 | Alexander S. Hooe..| Oct. 1, 1833 
1824. 3 | Edgar M. Lacy_.-...| Nov. 25, 1835 
| | 4 | Isaac Lynde .-...... Feb. 18,1836 
MAJOR. 5 ; Robert E. Clary ....| April 1, 1836 
| 6 James L. Thompson.| Oct. 31, 1836 
1 | John’ Greeny. -=---- | Oct. 31,1833 | Brevet, Sept. 25, © |sCileb Sibley =< scscstoscnce Ob) Beer 
| 1824. 8 | C.C. Daveiss ....-- Dec. 31, 1836 
| | S| WP, Cs sec cccnce eee Adjutant. 
CAPTAINS. | | } 20°) Re Be Marey ..<.<<. June 22, 1837 
1 | T. F. Hunt ........| May 20, 1820 | Maj. bvt., June Dougie 
16,1828.A Q.M.)| 1 | Daniel Ruggles....-. Feb. 18,1836 | Bvt., July 1,1833. 
2} 3. Plympton..2.-.- | June 1,1821 Maj. bvt., June 1, 2 Os CoMei@rn co Ssc25c April 1,1836 | Bvt., July 1,1833. 
1831. 3 | Al. H. Tappen . ---.| July 31,1836 | Bvt., July 1,1835. 
oO | AD. WaltOkecossoec): | April 1,1822 | Maj. bvt., April 4 | W.M. D. McKissack .! Sept. 11,1836 | Bvt., July 1,1835. 
| 1, 1832. 5 | Jos. H. Whipple ....} Oct. 31,1836 | Bvt., July 1,1835. 
#1 ON, SCO cecces <n si. | Aug. 16,1828 6° | S. Wihitehorne. ....|...... OCS Seman Bvt., July 1,1836 
B| GWG x cicsacscces | Aug. 20, 1828 ic Witte Reet 2c] Mar. 8, 1837 
6 | W. Alexander......| Feb. 18,1836 S| DD, Be MePhail .....).-.... a 
7 | St. Clair benny -...) April 1, 1836 "| Jebns Connor. sos565|<cone das aa0 
8 | Al. Johnston=...--- Oct. 31,1836 | £0°| iE Sprague ..-<=. July 3,1837 
| 
SIXTH REGIMENT OF INFANTRY. 
sous : py eae Eine = 
COLONEL. 9 | Gustavus Dorr ----- Sept. 26, 1837 | 
| LO) JD. Searight ..c.<. | Dec. 25, 1837 | 
1 | Henry Atkinson....} April 15,1814 | Brig. gen. bvt., | 
| May 13, 1820. FIRST LIEUTENANTS. | 
LIEUTENANT COLONEL. | | 
| 1 William Hoffman... Nov. 16, 1836 | 
1 | John Fowle........| Dec. 25, 1837 2 || Alber’e Cady. ..-... Dec. 31,1836 | 
3 | T. L. Alexander -...| April 18,1837 | 
MAJOR. | 4 | John Conrad .-..... July 31, 1837 | 
| ae ee a ne Diiticiwad | Aide-de-camp to 
1 | J. M. Glassell....-. I Sept. 6,1837 | Byt., Feb. 10, || | | Bvt. Maj. Gen. 
| | 1828. Gaines 
CAPTAINS. | 6°} dobeBlake cc. so. e eu Sept. 6, 1837 Adjt.Gen.’s office. 
| 7 | Job. Harmison 0.5. Oct. 31, 1837 
f |e Clank, jrescess-« | Aug. 27,1822 | Maj. bvt., Aug. S| WS: Ketehums .... Dec. 25, 1837 
| 27,1832.A.Q.M.| 9 | Samuel Woods .....|...2..do....-- 
2 | Jacob Brown......- | April 7, 1825 10° | John Be S. Todd. ...|.s55 1 
3: | Theos: Noel ss: .2-.. | May 1,1827 meee eae 
4 | Geo. C. Hutter. ..--| May 12, 1829 soesieiiueeiaaa | 
& | Mev Me Nute...-.. | July 31, 1836 1 | W. H. T. Walker. ..; July 31, 1837 | Bvt., July 1,1837. 
6 | Geo. Andrews-.....- | Dec. 31, 1836 2 |: 3: Monroe, jrs-s-<-< Aug. 17, 1837 | 
¢ | -G. Be Crosmanz...- | April 30,1837 | A.Q. M. SMCES MOvelln esc cccs Oct. 13,1837 | 
8 | Joseph S. Worth...) July 31,183 4 | H. W. Wharton ....| Oct. 31,1837 
| | 
SEVENTH REGIMENT OF INFANTRY. 
COLONEL. | FIRST LIEUTENANTS. 
1 Mi Anbuckles<s<cc | Mar. 16,1820 | Brig. gen. bvt., 1 | 8: W.. Moore: ...... May 31,1834 Adjutant. 
Mar. 16, 1830. S| Dele P. Pls cwchssscan a A.Q. M. 
' LIEUTENANT COLONEL. | 3.) De Holmes s.50<2 Mar. 26, 1835 | 
| 4 | Richard H. Ross.-..| June 1, 1835 | 
1 | W. Whistler.......| July 21,1834 5 Daniel P. Whiting..) June 8, 1836 | 
6 | Roger S. Dix.......| July 31,1836 | 
MAJOR. | 7 | Richard C. Gatlin -.| Aug. 31,1836 | 
| 8 | G. R. Paul.........| Oct. , 26, 1836 
1. | J; 8. Melntosh:s...< | Sept. 21,1836 | Brevet, Mar. 8, 9 | S. G. Simmons. .--. | Jan. 19, 1837 
| 1827. 10 | H. McKavett ....-. | Dec. 25, 1837 | 
ia | SECOND LIEUTENANTS. | 
1 3B. L. E. Bonneville. Oct. 4, 1825 | 2 | 8. Buttons... <-.. Nov. 18,1835 | Bvt., July 1,1834. 
2 , John Stuart._.....- June 30,1828 | 2 | A. Montgomery ...-| Dec. 3,1835 | Bvt., July 1,1834. 
3 i. 8) Hawkine....<- Nov. 10, 1829 | 3 | W. K. Hanson....-.| June 8,1836 | Bvt., July 1,1835. 
4 Charles Thomas ....' April 30,1833 | A.Q. M. 4 | Jas. Me Wells ....=. | Aug. 31,1836 | Byvt., July 1,1835. 
6 | Hranvis: bee-<-2.-5- May 31, 1834 5 |-Thos: B. Arden... | Oct. 26,1836 | Bvt., July 1,1835, 
6 | J. R. Stephenson... Dec. 31, 1834 6 | Robert F. Baker....| Jan. 19,1837 | Bvt., July 1, 1836. 
7 | Jos. A. Phillips -.-..| May 4, 1835 | || 7% | W.-Sherwood =.=... | July 1, 1837 
8) | DiS; Miles. =.5=5-- June 8, 1836 | | 8 | Nevil Hopson......|------ ne 
9 | WW. Seawell.-2..0--.] July 31, 1836 || 9 | W. Potter ......... | Aug. 16,1837 Aide-de-camp to 
10 Dec. 25,1837 | | Bvt. Maj. Gen. 
1 


Gabriel J. Rains..-- | 


Gaines. 
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LINEAL RANK OF ARTILLERY OFFICERS. 


Names and rank. 


COLONELS. 


GS ae OS TS Co) (ean ea ee a es |r ee 
PEO ie USO Te ay eee ae ees oy PC ae eee ees Eanes 
MAMAN MURAV CS ape sicd Cee renee ec cee eeccinneslacecceen 
Beatin MNUEG: oe cece eee cee bask ws bees Ee, eae oe 


LIEUTENANT COLONELS. 


CPS TASS) UST SO Deen a ar ie 
POS Os US Uc ee ee ae en (arene eee | 
Rie RINR ats RRR Sor eee Mg oe eM ce 
SVG UIS Oe C2 0 SS ap a ee ee ee (ae ees 


MAJORS. 
ee ay OT AON es on Bs a eee eek 
SALES eG CTC 11 | Se ee ne is coe 
RN ee Nh ei en bane oa ak 


MeemOmONMe eh e i et ac se eesaecemnss|onadceke 


CAPTAINS. 





LIEUTENANT COLONELS. 


Ree KOner ANS oe oct sas eieecd sceclecne Soe 
PRRREA NEN SEEN RSs SS a ee eaeee 
William Davenport..-....-.....- BS a Sse eo 

MRO ANMOL SS. ooo hat kedeenccdees cecewclencesces 
DOMINANT NS RE on a eee beni cdenackaeas ecko sees 
RIDIPIRDRRUNNM EC ek oe oe eee ee eo als eee eee 
PMEAIWES oc CoS owe bheckekbeseSesnclosetecett 


| Aug. 
Sept. 10, 1819 


Letter. | Date of commis- 


sion. 


Nov. 12,1818 
May 8, 1822 
April 26, 1832 
Nov. 17, 1834 


April 26, 18 
May 30,18 
Nov. 3, 18: 
Dec. 17,1836 


9 
vo 
” 
vo 
” 

J 


~ bh bd 


t 


Nov. 3, 1832 
April 6, 1835 
June 11,1836 
Dec. 17, 1836 


Nov. 17,1814 
July 31,1817 
April 25, 1818 
Dec. 12,1818 
11,1819 


May 21, 1822 
Des. 31, 1822 
Aug. 11,18 
Nov 1,18 
Nov. 4,18: 
Aug. 5, 1824 
Mar. 2,1825 
July 6, 1825 
Oct. 1, 1826 
Feb, 20, 1827 
Dec. 31,1828 
May 15,1829 
May 39, 1832 
May 30, 1832 
Sept. 50, 1835 
Oct; 23, 1834 
Nov. 17, 183 
April 6, 18: 


3 


Nr roe 


Ot 


April 10, 185 

Dec. 28,1835 
Dec. 31,1835 
June 11,1836 
Aug. 31, 1836 


3) 


Sept. 30, 1836 
Nov. 30, 1836 
Dec. 17, 1836 
Feb. 4, 1837 
Feb. 8, 1837 


June 20, 1837 


July 6, 1812 
April 15, 1814 
Mar. 16, 1820 
July 15,1831 
April 4, 1832 
July 21, 1834 
Sept. 21, 1836 


Tas ts PC, GS ea ees oe ne 
APP Leb Chae 25 (70) 1 ee 3 
J) WAN Ko ee Sg er aa ais I 
LOE LT Te eee rr I 
PORTS CU CTCA TEC) Pee ie i ee ee er G 
Pgs OT) PS ee eg ee eens I 
fy AU eS ee a Ae ee ik 
WIMPAGMMCKAW Scenes kek enews mesic II 
Dye Pe IOC es ooo ee oe eee ee ee KF 
Lg By COL INS pe er ae A 
ED UTC See on se E 
Ete ly 0 a Re ae eae eee ee G 
CPN LTO a ee ge G 
DOSED MMNAClone cca Scheme eee eeeee che kxisece= F 
MPINIOR ASIMOR 22 etc cele eee eae ek eee eke Seen A 
MAREN OR ook wed onwcesucch ee ececcneame 19 
Thomas W AsendtuMm 6223 coe ek Seek eccckcnns I 
PAIRS UMODAD epee ce pee Ose mare ent cecced Cc 
guavas weenenes. occ ean eukiccewcscus D 
JOM, WRSOINGON 2. d5.c0.c0cdescéccce ws ‘ H 
COTES GG Vo De Se ge peas fee iene se paar a A 
DN PaCS SE H 
Setdes te ETONANG. won edicts ce bbeeeddns cccd E 
CPUS PTA LTO Le | Gaaa eS Rges tee Vae are r yeh en et ee D 
Meter MNOWR aoa eS k SS eek ccbeecese: H 
Sine RAR ee a eee Sie cebe mas tecces 5 
Daniel ads AOINNINS ooo. Solu Seen ete Biis sscek } 
SoS CCC Cc aes ae na a ne ee D 
RIIORS BP ee eh eudiccccedan D 
ea te Ub LO [art lee ee & 2 
Sein it ow OONbON sobs koe od cic ccwkbedawewe iC 
RUIPRMGON Soe sie ee eekt ee ee ke seeeet couse I 
Bh ON a ee i E 
ITE OMIA Ce ine Oris Bit oa ae Kk 
COTA Tie Le fe 1CO 1 7 ye Saar ae pa eats ee eee C 
POE CE SSRIS a area ak ae oe ea ea A 
LINEAL RANK OF INFANTRY OFFICE 
COLONELS. 
EO. BV eae ae eee ae Se ee eee eae 
Bente AeMIMNON See pees ccs esse seek enpeses occa sees 
Rinse TATE ss ee ES eek cme es | aeaaeees 
$e UR CRN RCI Sie a es oe lowe ies 
I WACMIIDNSMMVAODS Sooo tn tee cee ees cexcsisacee ees 
Snes Mn Cocco ei eeee eee eemrnaseseeess| anne ece= 
POssNeT. 5 Se ees eee ees CoP piieec et iene emer 


Aug, 20,1828 
April 25, 1830 
April 4, 1832 
July 21,183 
June 8, 1836 
Sept. 21, 1836 


Dec, 25, 1837 | 


tegiment. 


3d 
4th 
2d 
Ist 


4th 
lst 
9. 


3d 


4th 
3d 
Ist 
2d 


4th 
3d 
3d 
lst 
2d 
4th 
Ist 
2d 


2d 


RS. 


2d 
6th 
7th 
5th 
Ist 
3d 


4th 


2d 
3d 
Ist 
Tth 
4th 
5th 
6th 


artillery 
artillery 
artillery 
artillery 


Remarks. 


artillery | 


artillery 
artillery 
artillery 


| 


artillery 


artillery 
artillery 
artillery 


artillery 
artillery 
artillery 
artillery 


| 


artillery | 


artillery 
artillery 
artillery 


artillery | 


artillery 


artillery | 


artillery 


artillery | 


artillery 
artillery 


artillery | 


artillery 


artillery | 


artillery 
artillery 
artillery 
artillery 
artillery 
artillery 
artillery 
artillery 
artillery 
artillery 
artillery 
artillery 
artillery 


artillery | 
artillery | 
artillery | 


artillery 
artillery 


Assistant quartermaster. 


Commissary. 





infantry 
infantry 
infantry 
infantry 
infantry 
infantry 
infantry 


infantry 


infantry 
infantry 
infantry 
infantry 
infantry 
infantry 


Military Academy. 















































1838. ARMY REGISTER. 937 
LINEAL RANK OF INFANTRY OFFICERS——Continued. 
| 
No. Names and rank. Letter. |Date of commis-, Regiment. Remarks. 
sion. 
| | 
| | 
MAJORS, | 
Be ee ae eee See Oct. 31,1833 | 5th infantry | 
JAGAN fo ans Cy] ee en ee ae July 21,1834 | 2d infantry | 
Br MUerO te OLSUON Mn cin oc icacnis cms ininieaiaalnciaaisiocin |Soaecae Sept. 21,1836 | 7th infantry | 
Oe a ee Deen Oct. 30,1836 | Ist infantry | 
Br PU aLGeBy ey ONMaSGLl occ ccioumciiss sccalnsenceias sc Boece Sept. 6,1837 | 6th infantry | 
bai cinniiidnnnsiacnwdananacian Se etegalbiedh Sept. 26,1837 | 4th infantry | 
a | N@IDenIel MOUNCS< soce soc ee eo ccc esecdececeles | eee Serer Dec. 25,1837 | 3d infantry 
CAPTAINS, | 
ee cc irceicttorarnannceoniniannins | B | Mar, 31,1819 | 2d infantry | 
2 | GUstAVUSMOOMIS= 552. scccecc acces cctsccease F April 7,1819 | Ist infantry | 
S$ | Henry Witsow ...--..00...0000.-00eeeneeone. I April 20,1819 | 4th infantry | 
4 William Hoffman.......... .....-.-.-.------- D May 1,1819 | 2d infantry | 
Bc) WoscphestPNeIkONsa ssccicesetccose cacao occas H Aug. 13,1819 | 3d_ infantry | 
6 | AFECNILCAPDEANDOINeiscccs scenes nes soc cncewelccs K Sept. 30,1819 | 2d infantry | 
7 | TBHOMIAS STATOR cc siecassncemesd ccc Seclassmicosass F Mar. 1,1820 | 2d infantry | 
8 | Thomans F. Hunt........-.....--.--- Raut t oe | H May 20,1820 | 5th infantry | A.Q.M. 
9 | J. Plympton I et tee es 8 eS ee eo | E June 1,1821 | 5th infantry | 
BT is etic nies: cnt senininns annvine | B Feb. 1,1822 | 3d infantry | 
Oe | Pe He isin cniiedncccssccnnns ones | B April 1,1822 | 5th infantry | 
Meh | Wap O lane, thas sci reucicicese osioew cise wcwlesiwseie-ceeeee | H Aug. 27,1822 | 6th infantry | A.Q.M. 
13 | William W. Lear...... ..20-. c000 enoe cone en eeee| E | May 1,1824 | 4th infantry 
A | I ann nse estas ccicewsnesiecons | A | Dec. 31,1824 | Ist infantry | 
15 | EEE Een Se aa April 7,1825 | 6th infantry | 
es Wii. Oe IR aicikincesicuk dat conssrecans | F Oct. 4,1825 | 7th infantry | 
Ai? | DONReB Clann eaten eee ese ets cod seceewccce ; 4 Mar. 18,1826 | 3d_ infantry | 
OF iciiec chinigknncdakednneennas maw | XK May 1,1827 | 6th infantry | 
OF | Se I cite tiki ccncinneresrncn cmmennns | June 6,1827 | 3d infantry | 
20!) PoumUnUUnnieecc en as cso eke Sececeacuece ence C June 30,1828 | 7th infantry | 
Oe 5 I iki idea nine ecard couseesuats | J Aug. 16,1828 | 5th infantry | 
et Se iid hee nade seasweneeuee saeennee | OD Aug. 20,1828 | 5th infantry 
Zo | AGEOIREMWVeP AION e weiccs occmibn costes sewsncinceaen | K | Jan. 25,1829 | 4th infantry | 
Se WE i PIN voviwkdcccnscwsneccannas ; = | May 1,1829 | Ist infantry | 
ee i a | 3 | May 12,1829 | 6th infantry | 
ZOU PUBOMASEBAnKOnson cae scaaissesiccccecaseccsceue | D | May 31,1829 | Ist infantry 
Oa? | Magsares: HAWKING sco -c55 chook wcceeosa secceck H | Nov. 10,1829 | 7th infantry | 
et I Sh cae ag Sas een alee oinee | EF | April 30,1831 | 4th infantry | 
ZOU SoG aC INGO cane aisis cue See eae obscene ewcen's B | Dec. 31,1831 | Ist infantry 
30) | WilhaimenovGranenty. soc ccsccoc secs ees cece | D | April 4,1832 | 4th infantry | 
ea | H | Oct. 26,1832 | Ist infantry | 
$2) | epuTAneke IDALNU. co Sees ck ccececceoc mess | G | Dec. 28,1832 | 2d infantry 
ee C | Mar. 4,1833 | Ist infantry | 
en ee 1 | April 30,1833 | 7th infantry | A.Q. M. 
35 1 ENAMORED — ncn S ole oe asec eS ec sieceise D | Aug. 31,1833 | 3d_ infantry 
369) MUCWISENG MODS so iiciaciocicise oeeeeeoseseen ees C | Oct. 31,1833 | 3d infantry | 
Oe) ae cakcdbnndenccdenensca omen B | May 31,1834 | 7th infantry | 
OF fe ic A cbisds ir ansens snes swenes C | July 21,1834 | 2d infantry | 
ef te eI occuianciene: orevernnsannns D | Dec. 31,1834 | 7th infantry | 
es I ice enn dcine came swaedicn vine K | May 4,1835 | 7th infantry | 
Oe ik ors Pik decan seacncrdwsnccuns | K | Oct. 31,1835 | 3d infantry 
A2o) WilhalMitelCARMUCl +05 c.c ccna moscinsevcocsoa | Co | Feb. 18,1836 | 5th infantry 
ASU eNusC lane Deny arias \scinisinisisccineccccesainc seas | A | April 1,1836 | 5th infantry | 
ee re ee re rere | >  |June 8,1836 | 7th infantry | 
i5 | Hentyebainond we: <s2-ccccsconccemce=esicccs am | F | June 15,1836 | 3d infantry | 
£6 | Bane Mn eRUSsel cas sseSoses sce se seeccccsee : 2 | June 28,1836 | 2d infantry | 
ne eee | H_ | July 3,1836 | 2d infantry | A.Q.M. 
ARW ie vie WeANOrs2 22 Sc some seca ocsiciceeae nce | Dp | July 31,1836 | 6th infantry | 
BOF AW SCAWON esse cet keee oe asicie teemomoesee a a eee dons -5< | 7th infantry | 
BU) ade Pre MUCLCNOMIUIC oo ccecs cen ecclesia teense | K | Sept. 4,1836 | Ist infantry 
DU CSO RNOMes aman sesa'eniass «1c cee miacien oweces | G@ | Sept. 13,1836 | 4th infantry 
52 | George A. McCall... .....2-- 22 eeneeeeennee| OC | Sept. 21,1836 | 4th infantry | 
53 | Lorenso Thomas .... ....22.. secdec-onencese B | Sept. 23,1836 | 4th infantry | A. Q. M. 
Bt Genres Wihinntaancsacecossaccsss asa tenesnni + =| Oct. 30, 1836 | 3d infantry | 
55 | INELUNGCTDOUNBUON) scckccaecucies ccwsciccs sens G | Oct. 31,1836 | 5th infantry | 
DG | Me WAR TE WU MMNIRON a2 ccoscccedas ccseocscewescx R beseves d0sensa5 | Sth infantry | 
BY DC, CONN. oon nce enn none nses cane nnes A Nov. 2,1836 | 4th infantry | 
coh en eee ae | A Nov. 6,1836 | 2d infantry | 
SF | SI, SN ere vanes dencsewsdcnsssoseuns E Nov. 14,1836 | Ist infantry | 
Ot ee IR icbidiin cue soedd news acncwuas A Nov. 15,1836 | 3d infantry | 
lh iy ee i Dec. 31,1836 | 6th infantry | 
62 | Julius J. B. Kingsbury.......-.-. sraiosreroeinaeas E Feb. 13,1837 | 2d infantry | 
ek | B April 30,1837 | 6th infantry 
dh Be | K June 22,1837 | 5th infantry | 
Oe: | DE ID i ne nnieesanwesinsaccnnenecus Y July 31,1837 | 6th infantry 
G65 (GoneCInGHriMOnlis= soc scccs esses weecceaeas | H Sept. 6,1837 | 4th infantry | 
67 | TUR TENIDONE oaicoc ace cece cose ve sececcoeouee A Sept. 26,1837 | 6th infantry | 
et I oii sk sea atin cab nae en uncauine | G Oct. 17,1837 | Ist infantry | 
Go) de Dapeanionb= aac eccsiona ses ceosedeceosesscs F Dec. 25, 1837 | 6th infantry | 
2 f | ee err a‘ tans Picanns | 7th infantry | 
| | 
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MILITARY AFFAIRS. [No. T78. 
RELATIV® RANK 
Of the field officers and — of the dragoons, artillery, and sail 
Names, rank, and date of commission. | eee Brevets. Remarks. 
| corps. 
COLONELS. | 
Hugh Brady, July 6, 1812.......-.-.--.-- | 2d infantry -.| Brig. gen. bvt , July 6, 1822 -.--- 


- ie or ee 


Sei endl) 
wONWwre oe 


OO 1S Om CO DS 


| W. K. Armistead, November 12, 1818.....- 


| John R. Fenwick, May 8, 1822......-..-.-- 
| George M. Brooke, July 15, 1831..-.....-.- 


Henry Atkinson, April 15, 1814..--------- 


Matthew Arbuckle, March 16, 1820...---.--| 


Zachariah Taylor, April 4, 1832 ...---.-.-. 
William Lindsay, April 26, 1832 ......---- 
James B. Many, July 21, 1834 ..........-- 
Abram Eustis, November 17, 1834 -..------ 
David E. Twiggs, June 8, 1836... ...---.-- 
Stephen W. Kearney, July 4, 1836..-..---- 
Enos Cutler, September 21, 1836 .-..-.----- 


LIEUTENANT COLONELS. 


Alexander Cummings, August 20, 1828----- 
Josiah H. Vose, April 23, 1830...........- 
William Davenport, April 4, 1832 .....---- 
James Bankhead, April 26, 1832.......---- 
John B. Walbach, May 30, 1832.......-..-.- 
Ichabod B. Crane, November 3, 1832.....-- 
William Whistler, July 21, 1834 ..........- 
W..S. Poster, June 8, 1836 ..............- 
Richard B. Mason, July 4, 1836..........-.- 
Wiliiam S. Harney, August 15, 1836.....-.. 
Sullivan Burbank, September 21, 1836.....- 
William Gates, December 17, 1836 -....---- 
John Fowle, December 25, 1837........---- 


MAJORS. 


A.C. W. Fanning, November 3, 1832....-.-... 
John Green, October 31, 1833\....<...csss- 
Newman S. Clarke, July 21, 1834.......-.. 
Sylvester Churchill, April 6, 1835.-...._--- 
T. Tf. Wauntleroy, June 8, 1836 _... .....-.-| 
ae K., Pierce, June 11, 1836......... 

Wharton, July 4, 1636 .2..~...:..<.--.- 
. S. McIntosh, September “4 ie rr 
John Garland, October 30, 1836....--...-. 
Matthew M. Payne, December 17.1836 ...-- 
James M. Giassell, September 6, 1837 ....-- | 
Bennet Riley, September 26, 1837 
Nathaniel Young, December 25, 1837.....-.- 


CAPTAINS. 


M. P. Lomax, November 17, 1814 .......-- 


| Francis 8. Belton, ae Dl BNE Adee ceceRs. 
| J. Erving, April 2 Rea 
R. A. Zantzinger, ste Lee b) | ree, 


| J. S. Nelson, August 13, 


| J. Plympton, June 


WwW. V. Cobbs, March 31, 1819_.............. | 
Gustavus Loomis, OCS (a) |} | Sa ae ea ae | 
Henry Wilson, April 20, 1819... ........-| 
William Hoffman, May 1, 1819..........-- 
John Mountfort, August 11, 1819.......--- 
RN eg oe Sees 
F. Whiting, September 10, 1819........... 
Greenleaf Dearborn, September 30, 1819__-- 
Thomas Staniford, March 1, 1820........-- 
Thomas F. Hunt, May 20, 1820............ 
ted. 1) EE eee ene eee 


| W. G. Belknap, February 1, 1822........-- | 
[29s wyanonx, Agra 1, 1622. 22s jo ccca ccse 


Levi Whiting, May 21, 1822..... .......... 
i. Clark, jr., August 27, 1822.....<.. ...... 
AEneas Mackay, December 31, 1822 ..-..--- 
W. L. McClintock, August 11, 1823.......-| 
J. L. Gardner, November 1, 1823 -......... 
Henry Saunders, November 4, 1823 ........ 


We. Wsear Maw 4. ORP4 nc occu cee 


. Mi Barby, Angust 5. 1624.............. 
Ethan A. Hitchcock, December 31, 1824___- 


| John Munroe, March 2, 1825......_--- oS 


} 
| 
Jacob Brown, April 7, 1825....._......... | 
Joseph P. Taylor, July 6, 1825 .........--- 
B. L. E. Bonneville, October 4, 1825 ______- 
John B. Clark, March 18, 1826 -_.._..-..---| 


| Thomas Childs, October 1, 1826 .....____-. 


Elijah Lyon, February 20, 1827 ........_-- 
Thomas Noel, May 1, 1827 ............... 


p7tb TA ASS See ee epee | Sass pyaar 


6th infantry -| Brig. gen. bvt., May 13, 1820 ---- 
3d artillery ..| Brig. gen. bvt., November 12, 1828 
7th infantry -| Brig. gen. bvt., March 16, 1830 -. 
4th artillery .| Brig. gen. bvt., March 18, 1823... 
5th infantry .| Brig. gen. bvt., September 17, 1824 


Ist infantry..| Brevet, April 20, 1829 .....-.--- 
2d artillery ..| Brevet, March 12, 1823...-.---- 
3d infantry -.| Brevet, June 1, 1831 ....---.--- 


Ist artillery .| Brig. gen. bvt., June 30, 1834.---. 
POMP ODORS oeee see eee Sceeesan eee reese. 
(et PACOUnR ooo ape eeees aoe seseteeseeceess 
DON TATA oy 7s Pes 8 es ey era vane & 


Ba nN 2. oace eo eee ae cee eeclcee esas 
isbantantry | cccoseeo es ane ences ===> ~ < 
4th artillery -| Brevet, August 15, 1823........ 
Ist artillery..| Col. bvt., May 1, ISLOrn- Sane s= 
2d artillery ..| Brevet, Nov. 
sehvantantay: 22-22 seas cease ssc ames eee = 
4th infantry -| Brevet, August 15, 1824.......- 
ISIE RUNS anne eee eee uc pee oees foes ees 
PA MEMCOONG {Ito eee Steck Eee Seep teen 
5th infantry -| Brevet, July 25, 1824.........- 
SO ANeiye oe eee ee aaa nee ee cooeeeeeeee 
Seu Uy eel hy gg ers a ey Se sa 


ee 





{th artillery .| Lieut. col. byt , Aug. 15, 1824. 
5th infantry -| Brevet, September 25, 1824..--- 
2d infantry ..| Brevet, July 25, 1824.... ...... 
Sd'artillery -.| Bvt:, May 6, 1S23.<s.2--s222-- 
Pa SRP OONSs |e eee sae s as sees ceeess si ease 
Ist artillery.) Lieut. col. bvt., Aug. 21, 1836 ----| 

ISG MUTACOONE. | eoeee poe e eee ee een. Se steee ted 
7th infantry .| Brevet, March 8, 1827 ~.....---| 
lst infantry..| Brevet, May 71,1827 ..-.....-... 
20 artillery ..| Bvt., March 2, 1824... 22.5... 
6th infantry .| Bvt., February 10,1828 ........ 
4th infantry .| Bvt , August 6, 1828... .......- 
3d infantry...| Byt., January 1, 1829.522.2.<<.2 


3d artillery ..| Maj. bvt., November 17, 1824-..- 





AON Lee Se San Se 5 oe 
4th artillery .| Maj. bvt., April 25, 1828.....-... 
2d artillery ..; Maj. bvt , August 15, 1824 ...... 
2d infantry .~.| Maj. bvt., March 31, 1829 -__-.-- 
Ist infantry..| Maj. bvt., April 7, 1829......... 
4th infantry .| Maj. bvt., April 20, 1829 -.._..-. 
2d infantry ..| Maj. byt., May 1, 1829.......... 
2d artillery.- Maj. bvt., Septembe rai 624 22. 
3d infantry .-| Maj. bvt., August 13, 1829 .....- 
Ist artillery..| Maj. bvt. ‘Se ptember 10, 1829..-. 
2d infantry .-!| Maj. bvt., September 30. 1829--.. 
2d infantry ..| Maj. bvt., March Ee ee 

5th infantry -| Maj. bvt , June 16,1828 ....-..- 
5th infantry .| Maj. bvt., June 1,1831--....---- 
3d infantry ..| Maj. bvt., February 1, 1832....-. 
5th infantry..| Maj. bvt., April 1, 1832 -... ..-. 
4th artillery .| Maj. bvt., May 21, 1832.......-- 
6th infantry .| Maj. bvt., August 27, 1832 -...-.. 
3d artillery ..| Maj. bvt., December 31, 1832 .... 
3d artillery -.} Maj. bvt., August 11, 1833 ...... 
4th artillery -| Maj. bvt., November 1, 1833 .... 
Ist artillery..| Maj. bvt., November 4, 1833 .... 
4th infantry -| Maj. bvt., May 1, 1834.......... 
Ist artillery..| Maj. bvt., September 17, 1824 ..- 
ICL ANIAMIIY “1c Scas Seen scteussaccmes cece 
BUN PATNI |) oe Stee cas ceees eee eet eee 
PIAA oy ead ea coe shee wet eeicee 
“Jl 61] USS Ss [oe ee cr aceon 
7th infantry ibabiusessseeeenceeeceweneees 
OTT 6 Poe Ea en. a a 
3d artillery ..| Maj. bvt., August 21, 1836 .....- 
3d artillery..| Brevet, January 1,1827....... ee 
DORANNONOEY S|. occu ce cesccceueewoxcesecs: 
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1838. ] ARMY REGISTER. 
4 RELATIVE RANK—Continued. 
) _———— ae were rere 
No Names, rank, and date of commission. | Regiment and | Brevets. Remarks. 
corps. 
ee | aie: 
CAPTAINS—Continued. | 
35 | Andrew Lewis, June 6, 1827 ....-....----. | 3d infantry sd Paes AE Leniene ah stele ie ls yale cleo cact 
36: | John stuart, Junes0) 1828. ..-6.ccsceccces | HMMINPEMONYOS | oon aaa o oS ccocecincecoass samc 
37 | Martin Scott, August 16, 1828............. JROUMMINERORY =o cee os oe cece aes asee 
38 | Gideon Lowe, August 20, 1828 ..........-. a | ene eee 
39 | Thomas W. Lendrum, December 31, 1828...| a en 
40 | George W. Allen, January 25, 1829......-- | 4th infantry - Brevet, January 1, 1829... .... 
41 | William R. Jouett, May 1, 1829-........... PRURMIOMCRVE so |oocm anes cack ccs ccaescecesetes 
42 | George C: Hutter, May 12, 1829. .........- Sl i aca as aca eitaabidee Vinci 
43 | Patrick H. Galt, May 15, 1829 ...........- | 4th artillery -| Brevet, September 26, 1828--.--. 
44 | Thomas Barker, May 31, 1829 ...........- I IStINIANOnYyselo mc ncs ses. ac- ons ecesesoetcacas 
a5. Bdear Ss: aawkins,.November: 10)-1529.-...| (thintantry .|.-..csc..ccncseaccccee cccceece 
46°) John Page. April SO; 18S) occa ciccewinwcens | 4th infantry.) Brevet, January 1, 1829 -....--- 
47 | Samuel McRee, December 31, 1831......--. VNSGRIIAINGR Ue ea eee eA Se er id 
48 | W. M. Graham, April 4, 1832...........-..- | 4th infantry -| Maj. bvt, December 31, 1835-..-- 
49 | Gustavus S. Drane, May 30, 1832.... -.....| 2d artillery ~.| Brevet, November 15, 1827 _.-.. 
50 | John M. Washington, May 30, 1832-....... | 4th artillery _| Brevet, Mavi23. 1830... so 25.5.- 
Si) Wim. Day, October 26; 1832).2--. ..-<.cs<< | RSGIAMOEY ol s.< ac Jescmen cw cacecccmesicnacsie 
52 | Ephraim K. Barnum, December 28, 1832....| 2d infantry ..| Brevet, December 31, 1830 -...-. 
63 | BH. V. samner, March:4. 1833 ..2c.s6s50c IBGORHCOONS hace eel eek weaee anes 
54 | Thomas P. Gwynne, March 4, 1833 ......-- IStHMAnUhyss | octet ocenscecee se eoecdeson sos 
55 | Eustace Trenor, March 4, 1833 ............ LCS GSE, CLA50) 2 A PRR ee 
56 | Charles Thomas, April 30, 1833 -...-.....- MUNPIIANUnVae | Saaieascwanesaadeccoomnncciswce 
57 | Nathan Boone, August 15, 1833 .........-. (MISGsOTEOOONNS| <2 cso cccmcoeSscsccessccseee 
58 | Benjamin Walker, August 31, 1833 .......- PT dl hindicich i hacn manera a aknemana 
59 | Giles Porter, September 30, 1833 -......... | Ist artillery..| Brevet, February 1, 1833...-.--- 
60 | Lewis N. Morris, October 31, 1833........-. SLT ise PL peel ee 
61 | David Perkins, November 4, 1833 .......-- Ist pre. Re ea ie cara ee as rah el 
62 | Prancis ee; May 31, 1836 2. <.cicccancccas MUDMINIANURVAs | ccacucceeceaceeca assesses uss 
63 | John Bradley, July 21, 1834............... 2d infantry ..| Brevet, October 2, 1832....--.-- 
64 | David Van Ness, October 23, 1834 ......... Ist artillery..| Brevet, November 4, 1833 ...... 
65 | J. R. Stephenson, December 31, 1834.......- dthnmraminyes|saccesoe soos asacae sack hcacscus 
66 | C. S. Merchant, November 17, 1834........ 2d ieee. | Brevet, April 20, 1828 .......... 
67 | Justin Dimick, April 6, 1835.......-.....- Ist artillery..| Brevet, May 1, 1834.........--- 
68 | Harvey Brown, April 10, 1835....._......-- 4th artillery .| Brevet, August 23, 1831...------ 
69 | Jos. A. Philips, May 4, 1839..--.-.=...2.- (QUBMINIANUGVe! a5 oa Sas Secmoane en csacecsulesee 
70 | Philip St. George Cooke, May 31, 1835 -..-- ES nee eee 
71 | Otis Wheeler, October 31, 1835............ DOMMIANODY sa lcse Secccancmccencaceaanenecnss 
72 | John R. Vinton, December 28, 1835-..-.--- 3d artillery ..| Brevet, September 30, 1829 ....- 
73 | Daniel D. Tompkins, December 31, 1835....| Ist artillery..|..........-ccecess----acccesee 
74 | William Alexander, February 18, 1836._.-- DUMP ianen yi | on oo saemaenicae ace asmcaiececeas 
7o | St: Clair Denny, April, 1836". .c<cc<ce us 5th infantry (let oer 
76 | Dixon S. Miles, June 8, 1836........---..- GLEE URS ae ate ee a els ale 
77 | James A. Ashby, June 8, 1836 -.....-.---- 2d dragoons-; Maj. bvt., July 19, 1836 ...- ---- 
18 1 W. W. romukins, June 8, 1890 ..2.-...06% ZO OLOROON GS cea no wenacces soasieea sues 
79 | Henry W. Fowler, June 8, 1836 -.....-...- OS AREER Orne 
80 | Benjamin L. Beall, June 8, 1836_.---...... ZUM OLA XOONSE eo mcice once ae se ecnaensccne cae 
81 | Edward S. Winder, June 8, 1836 ......---- i a ccccc amie Mineinemsiuiwict 
82 | Samuel Cooper, June 11, 1836 ......-.-.-. 4th artillery -| Brevet, July 6,1831.....-...... 
83 | Henry Bainbridge, June 15, 1836.......--. BUMMIRECRVlec| Selec neccaceesascadeacclnasausas 
84 | Samuel L. Russell, June 28, 1836 -..---..-- 2d infantry wa [anna enn e nee n enn n een n ene ee eee 
85 | Carlos A. Waite, July 3, 1836............. DAIMIBTURYEs | are mao oS aaccdocsacencaces= 
86 | Isaac P. Simonton, July 4, 1836......-._.- Ee ee ee ene 
80 | Levi MM: Nute; July 31, 1836-............. GUNN aMohy rs | oacme cacicewcnwccnmcoacdasaccas 
88 | Washington Seawell, July 31, 1836 -...-.-- WUNSIINDERYS >| sole en a once sa aconeeacconeas 
89 | Richard B. Lee, August 31, 1836 2.222222. 3d artillery..| Maj. bvt., June 9, 1836 ........- 
90 | Samuel Ringgold, August 31, 1836.....-... 3d artillery..| Brevet, May 8, 1832......-..... 
91 | J. J. Abercrombie, September 4, 1836 .....- PE a kncinindentnenewmasenensiances 
92 | P. Morrison, September 13, 1836........... AUDNIMOMERYE Swat ac ocaacmecceocacceucoasca 
93 | George A. McCall, September 21, 1836.....- PUNMIN AIMEE (a aceae cacmccucescmcacadocsecsa 
94 | Lorenzo Thomas, September 23, 1836....... CRIP SEED (i, ol SE nee ene ere 
95 | L. B. Webster, September 30, 1836 ........ IstanNOhVeciicescccecs cata ccnoocacscasas 
96 | W. M. Fulton, October 6, 1836.......... Bal eZAMULOPOONRM ons ccc Some caweseccescascceeass 
97 | Lloyd J. Beall, October 19, 1836 .......... ZUMGLNSOONRE | =. 52 ca ccetencecceccesessccnsds 
08) | George Wrent, October’s0; 18562... .--6..| Sa miantty = s|. occ cneencsccesccesscccsccce 
99 | Alexander Johnston, October 31, 1836...... BUneiAmUhss a=] 2h ca aap colcasansnmasciaa se 
100 | Louis T. Jamison, October 31, 1836.......- DUNMENOLUN | o52e on cceccasedeen sca ceacen 
101 | R. D. C. Collins, November 2, 1836_....... AAS ene onan ecnaccaamanaw na aae 
102 | Thompson Morris, November 6, 1836 ......| 2d infantry ../........ BE OCR EE Sree ee 
103 | Albert S. Miller, November 14, 1836......- ISGEAnUny Cen 0 5 Sc cc scccnemacosaccsseccoes 
104 | John W. Cotton, November 15, 1836_....-- SUMMNEMANUss Ie nae Seem on anos semmcescanenss 
105 | Allen Lowd, November 30, 1836.......-..- 2d artillery..| Brevet, April 20, 1828.......... 
106°| Walham Ww. Morris, Wecember 17,1856 ...-| 4th-artilery <|. coc. cwecnccecocesccccocco< 
107 | George Andrews, December 3), 1836 ....... 6th infantry -|..... ewe Maca denueennacae 
108 | George Nauman, February 4, 1837.....-.-- Istanullety.-|c-cccsccscee Sasenon seeancone 
109 | Samuel McKenzie, February 8, 1837_......- ZU ADUMeD Ys loan ccccecsacecosacee cows eau 
130) Julios JB. Bingspury, bebruary 23, 183% ..| 2d intantry = -| <<<. 2. cece ceccncwcceecesccss 
111 | Thomas Swords, March 3, 1837.......-. 2. IRUROEREOODES soeccecacecccécccccowsuccecmes 
112 | George H. Crosman, April 30, 1837 -.....-.- GUnsIniAmUnyre so kee oes. Noose occas csoeoccus 
113 | Benjamin D. Moore, June 15, 1837.__._.--- NGIMOENS MONS sete udc cookie Sacccamasescsials 
114 | James Green, June 20, 1837 -.-.-.--.----- Reh hip liicinnialensih canna eniem mis 
115 | Moses E. Merrill, June 22, 1837 -.......--- I inti secknnssciehminnmenkninms 
116 | James Allen, June 30, 1837_...-------.--- HEIs GV ECO ATE J Spee ea nea ee eee 
117 | Joseph S. Worth, July 31, 1837 ........... i iitetiicedardnenenewenmecmen 
118 | J. H. K. Burgwin, July 31, 1837 ..... ee ee re 
119 | Gouverneur Morris, September 6, 1837 ....- SNES SS EET dinate 
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RELATIVE RANK—Continued. 2 
No.} Names, rank, and date of commission. Regiment and Brevets. Remarks. 
| corps. | 
| capTains—Continued. 
| 
120 | Gustavus Dorr, September 26, 1837 -.------ PREY iicccncnnssnrccnecennesinewnie 
121 | Thomas § Bryant, September 26, 1837 -_--- Gl MUBROONE ecco eeewccemesssececstesetes 
122 | John Graham, October 1, 1837 --..--.----.- 08 GRRE. cnwnnsasicnncencncaersovenminne 
123 | Townshend Dade, October 1, 1837 -----...- Ci SMe eOONss bake os ok css ckw eee eeceselceesec 
124 | Electus Backus, October 17, 1837....-.---- ist antantny <= 22s oe caleeccetaxcesensee ees 
125 | J. D. Seright, December 25, 1837_........- iMGthwanioniry >| ooeeos estes see ceesccseeeeeses 
126 | G. J. Rains, December 25, 1837 ......--.-- FS hinutddvnenviescdivnceccaascenks 





MILITARY ACADEMY, WEST POINT, NEW YORK. 


INSPECTOR. 
Brevet Brigadier General Charles Gratiot, colonel of the corps 
of engineers, chief engineer, (ex officio,) inspector of the 
Military Academy. 
ACADEMIC STAFF. 
SUPERINTENDENT AND COMMANDANT. 


Bvt. Lieut. Col. R. E. De Russy, major corps of engineers. 


DEPARTMENT OF GEOGRAPHY, HISTORY AND ETHICS. 
Chaplain and Professor. 
Rev. Thomas Warner. 
Assistant Professor. 


First Lieutenant John A. Thomas, third artillery. 


DEPARTMENT OF ENGINEERING. 
Professor. 
Dennis H. Mahan, A. M. 
Assistant Professors. 
First Lieutenant Samuel C. Ridgeley, fourth artillery. 
Second Lieutenant J. Carle Woodruff, third artillery. 
DEPARTMENT OF TACTICS. 
Instructor and Commandant of Cadeis. 
Lieutenant Colonel John Fowle, sixth infantry. 
Assistant Instructors. 


First Lieutenant Sidney Burbank, first infantry. 

Second Lieutenant George G. Waggaman, first artillery. 
Second Lieutenant R, Auchmuty Wainwright, fourth artillery. 
Second Lieutenant Thomas B. Arden, seventh infantry. 


DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL AND EXPERIMENTAL PHILOSOPHY. 
Professor. 
William H. C. Bartlett, A. M. 


Assistant Professors. 


First Lieutenant Benjamin Alvord, fourth infantry. 
Second Lieutenant Joseph Roberts, fourth artillery. 


DEPARTMENT OF MATHEMATICS. 
Professor. 
First Lieutenant Albert E. Church, third artillery. 


Assistant Professors. 


First Lieutenant Wm. W. S. Bliss, fourth infantry. 

First Lieutenant Horace Brooks, second artillery. 

Second Lieutenant Eliakim P. Scammon, fourth artillery. 
Second Lieutenant Israel Vogdes, first artillery. 


DEPARTMENT OF FRENCH, 


First Teacher. 
Claudius Berard. 
Second Teacher. 


Julian Molinard. 
Assistant Teacher. 


First Lieutenant Bradford R. Alden, fourth infantry. 
DEPARTMENT OF DRAWING. 


Teacher. 
Robert W. Weir, N. A. 


Assistant Teacher. 
First Lieutenant Seth Eastman, first infantry. 
DEPARTMENT OF ARTILLERY. 
Instructor. 
First Lieutenant Minor Knowlton, first artillery. 
DEPARTMENT OF CHEMISTRY. 
Acting Professor. 


First Lieutenant Jacob W. Bailey, first artillery. 
Assistant Professor. 


First Lieutenant Henry L. Kendrick, second artillery. 
SWORD EXERCISE. 
Sword master. 
Ferdinand Dupare. 
MILITARY STAFF. 
ADJUTANT. 
First Lieutenant Charles F. Smith, second artillery. 
QUARTERMASTER. 
Second Lieutenant Henry Swartwout, third infantry. 
PAYMASTER. 
Bvt. Capt. Thomas J. Leslie, first lieut. corps of engineers. 
SURGEON. 
Walter V. Wheaton, M. D. 
ASSISTANT SURGEON. 
William W. Hoxton, M. D. 
Officers of the army attached to and on duty at the Military Academy. 


MGCINerInicS~ sashes pasoeceeeeecesseos Soaemeseeoswne 2 
POMC ies ss ceeeccs cwceeecseseeretseseeseeseecoes ws 22 
PRIMM V ico Spesccweccssccates sa ceccese S2ceeeeaees . 8 
MGUICA Hiss soc eeshaceceecatassecuche sauces cease 2 

WAM Sesceeeeiccacsscus iecebe>scesesbesss Saws WO 
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Resignations, deaths, &c., since the publication of the last annual Register. 


RESIGNATIONS—47. 
LIEUTENANT COLONEL—1. 
John Bliss, 6th infantry, September 6, 1837. 
CAPTAINS-—13, 


Lemuel Ford, 1st dragoons, July 31, 1837. 
Jesse B. Browne, 1st dragoons, June 30, 1837. 
Matthew Duncan, Ist dragoons, June 15, 1837. 
Abram Van Buren, Ist dragoons, March 3, 1837. 
William Gordon, 2d dragoons, September 26, 1837. 
Jonathan L. Bean, 2d dragoons, October 1, 1837. 
Stinson H. Anderson, 2d dragoons, October 1, 1837. 
Henry S. Maliory, 2d artillery, June 20, 1837. 
Brevet Major Thomas F. Smith, lst infantry, October 3, 
1837. 
James W. Kingsbury, Ist infantry, October 17, 1837. 
J. B. F. Russell, 5th infantry, June 22, 1837. 
W. N. Wickliffe, 6th infantry, July 31, 1837. 
‘George W. Waters, 6th infantry, April 30, 1837. 


FIRST LIEUTENANTS—11. 


Charles Spalding, 2d dragoons, December 15, 1837. 
George Forsyth, 2d dragoons, December 31, 1837. 
Jacob Ammen, Ist artillery, November 30, 1837. 
Epap. Kibby, 2d artillery, December 31, 1837. 
Charles A. Fuller, 2d artillery, May 31, 1837. 
Joseph A. Smith, 3d artillery, April 30, 1837. 
Edwin Rose, 3d artillery, June 30, 1837. 

Joseph E. Johnson, 4th artillery, May 31, 1837. 
George Wilson, Ist infantry, December 31, 1837. 
Robert Sevier, 6th infantry, October 31, 1837. 
James S. Williams, 6th infantry, September 6, 1837. 


SECOND LIEUTENANTS—-17. 


George W. Morell, corps of engineers, June 30, 1837. 
Alfred Herbert, Ist artillery, June 30, 1837. 

Henry H. Lockwood, 2d artillery, September 12, 1837. 
Christopher A. Greene, 3d artillery, April 30, 1837. 
John Bratt, 3d artillery, August 31, 1837. 

Robert H. Archer, 4th artillery, December 31, 1837. 
Charles B. Sing, 4th artillery, August 31, 1837. 

L. D. Cabanné, Ist infantry, August 21, 1837. 

James F. Cooper, 3d infantry, August 25, 1837. 
Thomas O. Barnwell, 3d infantry, October 31, 1837. 
Alexander M. Mitchell, 4th infantry, March 25, 1837. 
Jonathan Freeman, 6th infantry, May 15, 1837. 
George H. Ringgold, 6th infantry, May 31, 1837. 
William H. De Forest, 6th infantry, September 30, 1837. 
James G. Reed, 7th infantry, June 30, 1837. 

Arnold Harris, 7th infantry, March 8, 1837. 

William H. Griffin, 7th infantry, April 30, 1837. 


BREVET SECOND LIEUTENANT—1. 


Joseph R. Anderson, corps of engineers, September 30, 1837. 


STAFF—4., 


Brevet Major William G. McNeill, topographical engineers, 
November 23, 1837. 

Philip Minis. surgeon, July 21, 1837. 

Charles D. Maxwell, assistant surgeon, June 30, 1837. 

David B. Spencer, military storekeeper, October 17, 1837. 


DEATHS—22. 


Lieut. Col. A. R. Thompson, 6th infantry, Okee-chobee lake, 
December 25, 1837. 

Major George Birch, 4th infantry, Fort Brooke, Fla., Septem 
ber 26, 1837. 

Brevet Major Milo Mason, Ist artillery, Washington, D. C., 
February 4, 1837. 

Brevet Major Benjamin A. Boynton, 2d infantry, Plattsburg, 
N. Y., February 13, 1837. 

Captain Charles Mellon,* 2d artillery, Fort Mellon, Fla., Feb- 
8, 1837. 

Captain Mark W. Batman, 6th infantry, Mt. Vernon arsenal, 
Ala., July 31, 1837. 

Captain Joseph Van Swearingen,* 6th infantry, Okee-chobee 
lake, December 25, 1837. 

Brevet Captain William S. Newton, 3d artillery, Baton Rouge, 
La., March 16, 1837. 

Brevet Captain William S. Maitland, 3d artillery, Charleston, 
8. C., August 19, 1837. 

Ist Lieut. Joseph W. Harris, 3d artillery, Portsmouth, N. H., 
May 18, 1837. 

Ist Lieut. Lawrence F. Carter, 7th infantry, Fort Gibson, Ark., 
January 19, 1837. 

Ist Lieut. Thomas B. Adams, 2d artillery, Fort Dade, Fla., 
December 14, 1837. 

Ist Lieut. Francis J. Brooke,* 6th infantry, Okee-chobee lake, 
December 25, 1837. 

Ist Lieut. John F. Kennedy, Ist artillery, Charleston, S. C., 
May 19, 1837. 

Ist Lieut. James W. Hamilton, 2d dragoons, Fort Marion, Fla. 
November 26, 1837. 

Ist Lieut. John P. Center,* 6th infantry, Okee-chobee lake, 
December 25, 1837. 

2d Lieut. J. W. S. McNiel,* 2d dragoons, near Fort Peyton, 
Fla., September 11, 1837. 

2d Lieut. Charles E. Kingsbury, 2d dragoons, Fort Mellon, 
Fla., June 9, 1837. 

2d Lieut. George W. Suggett, Ist dragoons, Fort Gibson, Ark., 
August 8, 1837. 

Assist. Surgeon William Turner, Newport, R. I., September 
26, 1837. 

Assist. Surgeon Augustus C. Turtelot, Washington, D. C., De- 
cember 8, 1837. 

Assist. Surgeon Thomas R. Johnson, Baltimore, Md., July 11, 
1837. 


DECLINED—1. 
2d Lieut. Samuel D. J. Moore, 6th infantry. 
DROPPED—1. 


Ist Lieut. N. J. Eaton, 6th infantry, April 18, 1837. 


® Killed in action with the Indians, in Florida—6. 
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The following list of cadets is attached to the Army Register conformably to a regulation for the government 
of the Military Academy requiring the names of the most distinguished cadets, not exceeding five in each 


class, to be reported for this purpose at each annual examination. 


REPORTED AT THE EXAMINATION IN JUNE, 1837. 





Names. Studies in which each cadet particularly excels, 





j 
| 
FIRST CLASS. } 
| 
| 


Engineering, ethics, artillery, tactics, natural and experimental philosophy, chemistry, drawing, 





Henry W. Benham..-....--| 
mathematics, and French. 

John W. Gunnison....---- | Engineering, ethics, artillery, tactics, natural and experimental philosophy, chemistry, mathe- 
matics, and French. 

Edwin W. Morgan.....--- | Engineering, ethics, artillery, tactics, natural and experimental philosophy, chemistry, drawing, 

mathematics, and French. 
LEO CO. LTC | aa care | Engineering, ethics, artillery, tactics, natural and experimental philosophy, chemistry, and f 
Braxton Bragg ....----- $ | mathematics. 
SECOND CLASS. | 
=< = 

“9 rig bh a | Natural and experimental philosophy, chemistry, and drawing. 

Alexander H. Dearborn..--} Natural and experimental philosophy and chemistry. 

James H. Trapier........- Natural and experimental philosophy, chemistry, and drawing. 

John T. Metcalf .........- Natural and experimental philosophy and chemistry. 


THIRD CLASS. 





Isaac J. Stephens --...-.. ) 

Henry J. Biddle........ | 

Robert Q. Butler...-.... }| Mathematics, French, and drawing. 
Jeremy F. Gilmer .----- | 

Henry W. Halleck--.-.-.- J 


FOURTH CLASS. 





Paul O. Herbert .....-.- ) 

William Page Jones-..-- ne : 
Bryant P. Tilden, jr ----- | Mathematics and French. 
William H. Churchill ..- J | 

Stewart Van Vliet -......- Mathematics. 
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1838. ] ARMY REGISTER. 945 
A list of the military posts and arsenals. 
: pS ee a P SUE EEE : 
No. Posts. State or Territory. | Post office. Permanent commanders. | Regiment, 
ee | 
EASTERN DIVISION. 
1 | Fort Winnebago ~...-.-.-.-.- Wisconsin Territory! Fort Winnebago-..-.-.--- Major Greent= <3 <.-5<s<5 5th infantry. 
2 | Hor Bradys. oo<<20225. | Miuchigan=...- <=... Sault Ste. Marie........- Brevet Major Cobbs.....- 2d infantry. 
3) Bore Mackinac << .2.<'.. co eer I Siiiunns isneeaeandnntasnkniimein 
As | Wont: Howardl.-<.5-.-cns Wisconsin Territory; Green Bay.........----- Bvt. Brig. Gen. Brooke...-| 5th infantry. 
5 | Port Dearborm:<.<<<.....< PUNO occ cccine | CHICA Os as 3 ec cetcwacs Captain Jamison. .......- 5th infantry. 
6 | Bort Gratiot. .css. 60. wo) Michigan. ..<-. =. | Ot Cb kin their sey Ao ir eas ad do hae 
7 |PRor wiapatass- ccs 5c5-| New Yorkzs.ss.-- CE eet Semen meee eee mee 
Sl Madison balrAeKs: =. '.222. (52. 2d0. sees caces | HACK elu HADDOR co Socs aston ott 7K wes os ct ececeocs 
9 | Hancock Barracks-.--.-.- | MAING Sscccsicnjeces|| @£20)) 0) ee Major Clarke*.<...s<e<c 2d infantry. 
10) OR OLre SUNiVat= ce Siccc cc woe] <cec Oma aaie ee | SEAS POkUesenceasck cbecies acecssinccaseedacomescess 
la. | ROL ierevles=<4.cssecese Re bo ee | TESTED CET Geemarc ne 
12 | Fort Constitution .......- | EG 0) POR oecisisicnnnns|senedaccanmennncuaemeann 
13 | Fort Independence -.....- pee SE FT OEE ee 
14) | Kort Woleott..-<- 25... - | Rhode Island ...-- NEWpottesescosotosc/cces | Beem awaseiwae ne wenonaes 
$:| Bort Trombull:...<.s<.... | Connecticut......- New bondots=<-=2....<- aes Been Lela. i a oi, Sites Joa Epa ae 
aG: |! Wiest bomtes <ccessccncen | INGW YOEKaci sacs West Pomt....-......... | Bvt. Lieut. Col. De Russy--|} Engineers. 
ae ee Sram 
18 |, Fort Hamilton=.........- | pene soe ainea HontebiceelGOline =: oe (ranan|| = ni<'n a aaiamiasicyaoie sia nalesels 
19 | Fort Lafayette..........- Bonet Aneeeesooe Be Omen eee nes maeciaa ss saan a aes seasamacloaee 
20 | Fort McHenry. ----.-...- | Manvlandl-s2=< =. BaltiMOLO rs moa ah 2 sees is +eia5a suet oes enae 
Oi | dHorbisevernecsce< 521.1 i eemaiae AMNSPOMD oo. h5s.ccck sees Bvt. Col. Walbach .....-- Ist artillery. 
22 | Fort Washington -......- eee es Fort Washington.....-.. Brevet Major Saunders...-| Ist artillery. 
23; | WOPeMMOnT0Cs..-2.2.55-5-<: ) Virgimia= co. <csccs| | Old Point Comfort -.....- Brevet Major Erving ...-- 4th artillery. 
24 | Fort Johnston ...........| North Carolina....| Smithville ..............|.-..-----cccccceee gaara 
25) | Hort Caswell\..s.ss5<5 555. Se eee SAY EEE: SPORE ner ame 
ee an gat Aalolaanieiinies | EE hidanavnintnd = pthercnarcaeninamenate 
o7 | Wort Moultncs=..-..<.<-. Chastonmarvors ©. "Ohanlestoler 2 sses cscs oes Soccmncccccouccsaaas 
28 | Castle Pinckney.......... See dOnncnineweawelslenes Gorn see eye a os aces caaneleeaceaesins 
29 | Oglethorpe Barracks ..-.-- GEOrMitssscccccc| OOVENNG Ne a nosn ean a colnos macs aancicsonecacnaaa 
30) | BOLD MaLIONGccoscc<se-- = HiOMda cose sscmwes | St. Augustine.... ..--..--|---------------- eee eee 
Sie | PeYe WeKUe ce a~ so en = eceae WEEE (=e eee | FP WOE iadcccencscccalncsonsoncccessnennonenns 
32°| Hort Brooke: .2<<<<.<.-5- BaD sdOraeaee cesses | NL Ghee alae ac ncadhandnmedewnnneeunns 
Bol | PUOLUUININtaen= sno ~ same ae Set OW Semcenseacce | SSEMINGLCVA GENCY wisn sc anal scare ccc nsssecescosscc== 
St | Port Mitchell =-....c0<-. A ADaM Ga sonnei | HONU MOC Hel ee nnecessssl so. sccodomenenccnwasieces 
$b. | Hort: Pickens .<=2..<0<055< Hlondacosaas cose! -ensacola ...... eae awesiss ces aslesetaace fsa 
36) | WorteMorgan: 5<.c6s- cece MADAING 25 .5e6es (MODN Giants = cacmamialsactcaaccncceconsecaamase 
S7 | Now Orleans. ............ | Louisiana. .......- | Ee Sai ci raeddelanesicicns ecccmanimninnsamin 
SG | HOtuibike =cacssscose sce ipeeedOrescecscscss | Petite’ Coquille << << .6.5c2|ssncwccccnccccsscccaccce 
30° | HOt WOOU a keeocoSsses ea lO bases sn..nclem | Ea Ei dc ne ehh 
£0) BAPOnGHOURE as. sce55 Be Sere err | BatOnChONMOs. scones: as oul ose accoenea ices mteerecms 
ee eee Tennessee .......- | I einen wis tomanm Lieutenant Howe.....--- 4th infantry. 
| 
WESTERN DIVISION. | 
it | ort Shelling sss ssscic | Jpper Mississippi wel Bost edie cout. ncce Brevet Major Plympton---| 5th infantry. 
2 | Fort Crawford ......-.-.- Wisconsin Territory, Prairie du Chien. .-..---- Captain Alexander......- 5th infantry. 
3: | Bort: Armstrone...-5: <-.s< | NOS oso 2ese coe | ROCK Wsigh@ 2226 nc cnos| sac cmnoccoemnacenecaeaaa 
4 | Fort Des Moines ......--- | Wisconsin Territory, Des Moines.....-------|----------2-+--- ee eeeee 
5 | Fort Leavenworth.......- | Missoutts-s cacss25 | Fort Leavenworth .....-- | Colonel Kearney ....--<- Ist dragoons. 
6 | Jefferson Barracks .......- eas Ones Sa ewe wes | Jefferson Barracks..-.-.-- | Bvt. Brig. Gen. Atkinson..| 6th infantry. 
1 | Port Gitemt.....5...-2.. | Arkansas Territory.) Fort Gibson.....--.-----| | Bvt. Brig. Gen. Arbuckle -.| 7th infantry. 
S|. MOL COnGesescsn cus scese ee: Geena | Fort Coffee _......-.....| Captain Stuart .........- 7th infantry. 
S| RORY LOWwsOn <5. s2csseses | Loulsians..........| Fort Towson. .....02s«. | Lieutenant Colonel Vose.-| 3d infantry. 
10) | Horeeestipa 2. c.c- coco. fase sdOvecain, Saceet | Nore Jestpis...%---<<s<ce Colonel Many---.<--.-<- 3d infantry. 
Ade | Hoth aeksONyssecicns ce cisslaccedOsséuewecesen | Fort Jackson......-...--|------------------------ 
12 | Fort Sabine....-..--.---- Kc enwiannadaes | Fort Jesup.......-.--.-- Major Glassell. .......... 6th infantry. 
ARSENALS. 
I) Wennebec'ss222c6ssscsices Maines .s.icss:c5<5 AUSUMSsesco-s55.Sssce5 Captain Ripley .........- Ordnance. 
2 Watertowns..<.scsccecc5 Massachusetts. ....| Watertown ............- Major Craigs 22.2525 Ordnance. 
3) | MGhAMMAID .c-sc05s5c85ce% Vermont ......<65 Nergenies: 22. oi cccnceee Lieutenant J. B. Scott -.--| 4th artillery. 
© | Watervitet ........s0000- New Yorko.. ssc. Watervliet... -..25.-2--- Bvt. Lieut. Col. Worth..-.| Ordnance. 
Of PROMO sceeiasiaes-—--si=2 = I- Be AOMom rama weee | LGC eee ee eet eR eEE EOE CCC CE CCPCCE 
G+ mulegheny. ose. 22<<icnisin,o'5| | Pennsylvania.....-| PAttSbUre cccsocs sconces Brevet Major Baker_....- Ordnance. 
i. RES ee “eee | Prambford ......0<<<..- Captain Mordecai.......- | Ordnance. 
D | PRT vc dcscsccncsnee | Maryland. ........| ne Lieutenant W. Maynadier-| Ist artillery. 
9 | Washington ccsos.5<cc<c District of Columbia} Washington ......------ Captain Ramsay..-.-.-..| | Ordnance. 
PO | DONORA se ccccccccccs Lees VWireiitivonccsacc -| Jb) (3)) ee ee ee] em Ree Re ee MRS er! 
oe eer ererrse MISSOOTT cccice.o ses | SS UMMEACINS nia. cinsios oorsiwiag Captain Symington....... | Ordnance. 
12) | Balen MOUPO=. << acs semen = Mousiane..o....- Baton Houges=-2.2.-550. Brevet Major Lear. ......| 4th infantry. 
i3? |" Mount: Vermon==< 22-5... Mabamia.. ..<s'..-5 | Mounts Vernon. ..545<-: Captain Harding......... | Ordnance. 
14: | (AUBURCR ccaceo an csacceasn GeOrnlssscceaces- bOI ancients Lieutenant W. H. Betts...) Ist artillery. 
| 











The western division comprises all west of a line proceeding from the mouth of the Mississippi, up that river to Cassville 
p g 


in Wisconsin Territory, and thence north to the line of demarcation between the United States and Canada; and the eastern 
division comprises all east of such line. 


By order: 


VOL, Vir———11 


The headquarters of the general-in-chief are in the District of Columbia. 
The headquarters of the western division are at St Louis, Missouri. 

The headquarters of the eastern division are in Elizabethtown, New Jersey. 
Those officers whose stations are changed by transfers and promotions will report for duty accordingly. 


Q p 


R. JONES, Adjutant Generai. 
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ANNUAL RETURNS OF THE MILITIA OF THE UNITED STATES FOR 1887. 
COMMUNICATED TO THE SENATE FEBRUARY 6, 1838. 


Department oF War, February 5, 1838. 


Sir: In obedience to the requirements of the act of March 2, 1803, entitled “ An act in addition to an 
act entitled ‘An act more effectually to provide for the national defence by establishing a uniform militia 
throughout the United States,’” I have the honor to transmit herewith abstracts of the general returns of 
the militia of the United States, and of their arms, accoutrements, and ammunition, for the year 1837. 

Very respectfully, your most obedient servant, 
J. R. POINSETT. 


Hon. R. M. Jounson, President of the Senate. 





Apsutant Generat’s Orrice, Washington, February 5, 1838. 


Sir: I respectfully submit herewith the annual general return of the militia of the United States, and 
of arms, accoutrements, and ammunition, in duplicate, for the year 1837, required this day to be laid 
before Congress, in conformity with the act of March 2, 1803, “to provide for the national defence by 
establishing a uniform militia.” 

The general return is compiled from the several returns of the latest dates received at the Adjutant 
General’s office. 

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
R. JONES, Adjutant General. 

Hon. J. R. Pornserr, Secretary of War. 
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1838. ] CREEK WARRIORS ENGAGED IN HOSTILITIES, ETC. 951 





No. 780. [2p Session. 





25rH Coneress. | 





STATEMENTS OF THE PROBABLE NUMBER OF CREEK WARRIORS ENGAGED IN HOSTILI- 
TIES AGAINST THE UNITED STATES DURING THE YEARS 1836 AND 1837. 


COMMUNICATED TO THE SENATE FEBRUARY 7, 1838. 


Department oF War, February 6, 1838. 


Sir: In reply to the resolution of the Senate of the 26th ultimo, I have the honor to transmit here- 
with reports of the commanding general of the army and the Commissioner of Indian Affairs, which, with 
their accompanying documents, embrace the best information possessed by this department in reference 
to “the number of Creek Indians which at any time during the years 1836 and 1837 were engaged in 
hostilities against the United States.” 

Very respectfully, your most obedient servant, 
J. R. POINSETT. 


Hon. R. M. Jonnson, President of the Senate. 





TTEapQuarTERS OF THE Army, Washington, February 3, 1838. 


Sm: I have the honor to transmit herewith the report of the adjutant general, furnishing so much of 
the information called for by the resolution of the Senate of the 26th January as is in the possession of 
the headquarters of the army. 

I have the honor to be, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
A. MACOMB, Major General, Commander-in-chief. 


Hon. J. R. Pornserr, Secretary of War. 





Apgutant GENERAL’s Orrice, Washington, February 2, 1838. 
Sir: In answer to the Senate’s resolution of January 26, calling on the Secretary of War for infor- 
mation “showing the number of Creek Indians which at any time during the years 1836 and 1837 were 
engaged in hostilities against the United States,” I have to state that the records of this office do not 


furnish the precise information called for. 
By reference to the correspondence of General Scott and General Jesup, officers who were charged 


with the suppression of Indian hostilities in Georgia and Alabama in 1836, it is seen that no precise 
number has been stated as the strength of the hostile Creeks; but the subjoined extracts from that corre- 
spondence will show the estimated strength of those Indians, being all the information touching the 
subject-matter of inquiry to be derived from the files of the Adjutant General’s office. 


I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
R. JONES, Adjutant General. 
Major General Macomus, General-in-chief of the Army. 





Extract of a letter from General Scott to the Adjutant General, dated Columbus, Georgia, June 2, 1836. 


“The strength of the enemy is variously estimated, by well-informed persons, from 2,500 to 5,000. 
Captain Page thinks that there are at least 3,000 hostile warriors.” 





Extract of a letter from General Scott to Governor Call, dated Headquarters, Columbus, June 17, 1836. 


“Tt no doubt will be interesting to you to learn the preparations made and making to put down the 
hostile Creek Indians, who are variously estimated at from 3,000 to 5,000 warriors.” 





Extract of a letter from General Jesup to the Secretary of War, dated Headquarters, Tuskegee, July 17, 1836. 


“This party (Neo Mico’s) increases the number of prisoners to about 2,800.” 





Extract of a letter from General Jesup to the Secretary of War, dated Fort Mitchell, July 24, 1836. 


“There are between 18,000 and 19,000 of them” (Creek Indians) “to be removed; 4,000 of them are 
men capable of bearing arms.” | 
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Extract of a letter from General Jesup to the Secretary of War, dated Headquarters, Montgomery, Sep- 
tember 5, 1836. 


“On my way to this place I passed Wetumpka, where there are about 3,000 Indians, who are to 
cross the Coosa to-dé ay, and take up their line of march westward. Hopoethle- -Yoholo, whose departure I 
reported a few days ago, is on his way to the west, with 2,300 of his band. About 4,000 will move in a 
day or two from Talladega.” 


True extracts. 
R. JONES, Adjutant General. 


‘ 
War Deparrment, Office of Indian Affairs, February 5, 1838 

Sm: A resolution of the Senate, of the 26th of January, 1838, requesting the Secretary of War “ to 
communicate to the Senate such information as m: ry be in his de partment, showing the number of Creek 
Indians which, at any time during the years 1836 and 1837, were engaged in hostilities against the United 
States,” having been referred to ‘this offic e, I have the honor to submit the following report thereon: 

It is obvious that this office can have had no means of asce rtaining with any precision the number of 
Creeks actually engaged in hostilities, or at any time committing depredations upon the persons or 
property of the citizens of the United States. Such information as it possesses is derived, Ist, from the 
reports of its agents engaged in the execution of the treaty with the Creeks for their removal during the 
progress of the war; and 2d, the official documents made upon the close of hostilities and subsequent 
removal to the west. 

Of the first class, I herewith transmit copies and extracts of letters from Captain John Page, super- 
intendent of Creek removal 

The information in relation to the second class of evidence is comprised in the muster-rolls of 
different parties despatched to the west after the close of hostilities. 

The whole number of Creek Indians emigrated in 1836 was 14,609. Of this number 2,495 were 
enrolled and reported to this office as hostile Indians. 

The above statement, together with the extracts of correspondence, comprises all the information in 
this office supposed to be within the scope of the resolution of the Senate. 

Very respectfully, your most obedient servant, 
A. HARRIS, Commissioner. 

Hon. J. R. Pornserr, Secretary of War. 


No. 1. 


Extract from a letter of Captain John Page to the Commissary General of Subsistence, dated at Fort Mitchell, 
Alabama, March 27, 1836. 


“Thave the honor to report to you that I attended a ineeting of the chiefs of this (Creek) nation on 
the 18th instant, and made all the inquiries about the number of Indians that have gone from this nation 
to the Seminoles, and from what information I can get, the number is very small. The chiefs will not 
admit that there are even twenty absent. I have made inquiries from different sources, and I am of the 
opinion that when the war is terminated it will be known that there is not one hundred Creeks among 
them.” 


No. 2. 


Extract of a letter from Captain John Page to the Commissary General of Subsistence, dated at Fort Mitchell, 
May 8, 1836. 


“T stated to you I would communicate the talk [had with the Upper Creeks. I will do so by next mail. 
They are disgusted with the investigation, and say they will not wait any longer than it will take to 
settle their debts. There are from five toe ight thousand ready to be off, were it not for this investigation, 
which, I think, cannot be closed in six months. The Upper Creeks say they have adopted a plan of their 
own in regard to the disputed lands, and will be off in a month. By to-morrow’s mail I will detail to you 
their plans. Those upper chiefs said they had rather hear any word mentioned than investigation. The 
Upper Creeks are determined to be off; they are at this time sufficiently friendly, but the Lower Creeks, 
as I have heretofore reported, are hostile, and must be treated as such; the war-whoop has been sounded 
among them.” 


























Se, 
——a 
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No. 3. 


Extract of a letter from Captain John Page to the Commissary General of Subsistence, dated at Fort Mitchell, 
Alabama, May 16, 1836. 


“There has been one scalp taken since the war-whoop was sounded, It is a rule among them, that 
scalping is prohibited, unless the majority of the tribe is hostile. This will prove the hostile party are in 
the minority at present, and I think it will remain sv, as I have sent runners in every direction with a 

> 


strong talk. 


No. 4. 


Extracts of a letter from Captain John Page to the Commissary General of Subsistence, dated at Fort Mitchell, 
Alabama, May 29, 1836. 


“TJ have endeavored to watch the movements of the Indians for the last ten days. Ihave sent several 
runners to reconnoitre; by so doing, ascertaining all their movements. ‘There are three parties—-one headed 
by Ne-ha-mico, one by Ne-he-Mathla, and the other by Jim Henry. The latter party have been endeavor- 
ing to cross the Chattahoochee river to get to Florida; they have got a number of stage horses, mules, and 
negroes. I sent two expresses to General Lowe, commanding the militia at Columbus, informing him 
of the intention of these people to cross and make off; he said he would keep a lookout, but I discovered 
he did nothing to prevent them. I then went in person myself, and requested him to start five or six 
hundred militia to guard the river from this to Irwiuton; he said he would, but because it rained they did 
not start. He is not fit for an officer; and I told him it would be an everlasting disgrace upon him if he 
did permit them to cross. Fortunately, it has rained every day for the last eight days, and raised the 
river so they cannot get over at present. This is the only thing that prevented tiiese people from crossing. 
General McDougald has arrived and assumed the command; he will start the troops at once. 

“My object is to keep these rascals hemmed in till General Jesup arrives. If he were here at this 
time, I could get on my horse, and in two hours’ time show the camps of all the hostile Indians and call 
forth by name every leader. Jim Henry is very uneasy, is the reason he wants to make off. Ne-ha-mico 
sent from his camp seven stage horses. This is paramount to a back-out.” 

** *k x * * * * x * 

“T sent to Ne-he-Mathla, the other day, to try and find out what his strength was; but he is too 
great a general for me; no information could be gained. His men are too well drilled to communicate 
anything.” 

“ Opoth-le-yohola, the chief of the Upper Creeks, took a decisive stand against the war, as also his 
people. He killed one chief, and put in irons thirteen more, for showing a hostile disposition; this put a 
check to many other Indians who came disposed, with little encouragement, to join the hostile party.” 


No. 5. 


Extract from a letter of Captain John Page to the Commissary General of Subsistence, dated at Fort Mitchell, 
June —, 1836. 


“Since my last cominunication the hostile parties of Indians have mostly broken up and scattered. 
Some have come in here, say twelve or fifteen hundred men, women, and children, and many have 
surrendered themselves at Tallahassee and other points, and a great many are wandering about, afraid 
to come in. There will be no more fighting. The whoop may meet some of these wandering parties and 
fire on them; but the object of these Indians will be to keep out of their way.” 


No. 6. 


Extract of a letter from Captain John Page to the Commissary General of Subsistence, dated at Fort Mitchell, 
July 2, 1836 
e ay . 


“T have the honor to report to you that about 1,600 hostile Indians, men, women, and children, have 
been enrolled and started this day. Jim Henry has surrendered about 20 miles from this. I have started 
some persons on to enrol his party. There are several hundred of them, men, women, and children, but 
I cannot state the number. At Tuskeegee there will be probably enough more to make 3,000 or more. 
I shall also despatch the whole of them immediately. Others are coming in constantly. The contractors 
took them yesterday, and were all prepared. The balance that come in after this I shall confine and take 
them in the same manner. Gencral Jesup directed them to take water at Montgomery, Alabama, which 
is an excellent place. It is very slow moving them in irons, chained together, and Montgomery is the 
nearest point we could take water. I have notified the contractors to be prepared to move off other 
parties as soon as they can be collected. I am anxious to close this business, and shall exert myself to 
do so. A great many Indians are identified and delivered over to the civil authority. Crowds of people 
are flocking, some to get their horses, some their negroes, and others their guns, that were taken by the 
Indians when their plantations were plundered.” 

120 ¢ 
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INO: I. 


Extracts of a letter from Captain John Page to the Commissary General of Subsistence, dated Fort Mitchell, 
July 26, 1836. 


“4 report came yesterday there had been another battle with the Indians about 25 miles below here, 
on the Georgia side of the river; three of the Georgia troops were killed and seventeen wounded. Seven 
Indians were killed, who were found, (says the official report.) 

“This party, 1am sure, was headed by Nulth-eap-Tuskenugga. After I left here with the hostile 
Indians for Montgomery, thirty-one of this chiefs warriors gave themselves up to me on the road, and 
they reported to me the old chief was determined to cross the river and go to Florida. At that time he 
had but about 30 or 40 warriors with him, but there was a considerable number of Ufawla Indians that 
joined him. I presume, as | am sure, they fled to the Cowiga, where the old chief was with his people.” 


K * 


“The number of Indians I will not pretend to say.” 





Extract of a letter from Captain John Page to the Commissary General of Subsistence, dated at Wetumpka, 
Alabama, August 6, 1836. 


“T have the honor to report that on the 30th of last month I turned over to the contractors a party 
of Indians, headed by Opoth-le-yololo, and in charge of Lieutenant Batman. The muster-roll calls for 
2,700 Indians, and they started on the Ist instant. 

“Another party, headed by William McGilbray, turned over to the contractors on the 25th ultimo, 
have started this day, in charge of Lieutenant Scriveris, and consists of about 3,000 Indians. 

“Lieutenant Deas has charge of the Talladega distiict, and from his last report about 3,800 were 
turned over to the contractors yesterday, and are also to be started this day.” 





Extract of a letter from Captain John Page to the Commissary General of Subsistence, dated at Tuskeegee, 
Alabama, August 13, 1836. 


“T have the honor to enclose, herewith, a muster-roll of a party of hostile Indians, shipped to their 
new country in charge of an agent. These Indians were taken prisoners after the party turned over to 
the contractors had started, and General Jesup directed me to send theim off immediately.” 


No. 10. 


Fort Mitcuet., Alabama, November 6, 1836. 


I have the honor to forward this day muster-rolls, numbered from 1 to 6, of Creek Indians, 
removed by the Alabama and Georgia Emigrating Company, to Arkansas. These muster-rolls will not 
correspond with the rolls now in possession of the officers superintending the different parties. There 
were a great many hostile Indians joined their parties after they had been on the road several days. I 
directed them to add them to their rolls as they joined. 

Very respectfully, 


Sir: 


JOHN PAGE, Captain, and Superintendent of Creek Removal. 


Brig. General Grorcr Gipson, Commissary General of Subsistence, Washington. 


No. 11. 


Fort Mitcnet, Alabama, January 15, 1837. 


Sir: Ihave the honor, herewith, to enclose proceedings of two meetings held by the settlers of the 
Creek nation. Previous to these meetings I had taken all the necessary measures in my power for their pro- 
I despatched part of the small force I had at this post, and located them at the spot where the 


tection. 
mustered into service a volunteer company of 


depredation was committed. Since which time I have 
mounted men, commanded by Captain Benjamipv Young, and stationed near Echo-hadja’s camp. I am 
hourly expecting another company of mounted volunteers, if they can be raised, from Irwinton. I shall 
station them near the Hatchachubba swamp. All appears to be quiet, and the people satisfied with the 
measures I have taken for their safety; they have all returned to their plantations again. Nothing has 
occurred since my last communication to you on the subject of Indian hostilities. 

From the best information I can obtain, I think the Indians that committed the late depredations are 
a small party returned from Florida; having gone there and found nothing but hard fighting and starva- 
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tion, returned again. A black woman, who was sick at the time at Dr. Battle’s plantation, was visited 
by the Indians, and, not being able to make her retreat, she stated two Indians came to the hut she was 
lying im and took fire out to burn the dwelling-house. They looked her in the face and laughed, but did 
not speak. One by the name of Euche Charley, and the other Lame John. These were the names they 
were known by; she knew them well, having seen them almost every day for two years previous to the 
hostilities. I have always supposed these Indians had gone to Florida; the friendly Indians were of the 
same opinion; they have never been seen in the friendly camps. If this statement can be relied on, it is 
evident they have returned from Florida, or remained in the swamps with a determination never to sur- 
render. A gentleman a few days since informed me he saw two Indians this side of Flint river, coming 
this way, with packs, and both armed; he can be relied on. He furthermore states he saw two small 
Indian trails coming in the direction of the Creek nation, and that it was not more than two or three days 
since they had passed, My object in being so minute is to do away the suspicion that rests upon the 
friendly Indians, and that the guilty may be punished. 

The friendly Indians have tendered their services to the volunteer companies to scour the swamps 
and kill all that are found out of the friendly camps. Their services will be accepted, and every exertion 
used to apprehend them. 

With respect, I have the honor to be your obedient servant, 
JOUN PAGE, Captain, and Superintendent of Creeks. 


C. A. Harris, Esq., Commissioner of Indian Affairs, Washington City. 
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ON THE CLAIM OF MISSOURI VOLUNTEERS FOR COMPENSATION FOR THEIR HORSES 
LOST OR RENDERED UNFIT FOR SERVICE BY TRANSPORTATION BY SEA FROM NEW 
ORLEANS TO TAMPA BAY IN FLORIDA. 


COMMUNICATED TO THE SENATE FEBRUARY 9, 1838. 
As 


Ix SENATE OF THE United States, January 10, 1838. 
On motion by Mr. Benten, 

Resolved, That the Committee on Military Affairs be instructed to inquire into the expediency of 
making provision for payment of the value of horses lost at sea by the Missouri volunteers, on their 
passage from New Orleans to Tampa Bay, in the month of November last. 

Attest: ASBURY DICKINS, Secretary. 


DeparTMENT oF War, January 15, 1838. 

Sir: I have the honor to transmit, in reply to your letter of the 10th instant, a report of the acting 
quartermaster general, which contains all the information in this department in reference to the loss of 
horses belonging to the Missouri volunteers. 

Very respectfully, your most obedient servant, 


J. R. POINSETT. 
Hon. Tuomas H. Benton, Chairman Committee on Military Affairs, Senate. 





C. 


QuARTERMASTER GENERAL'S OrricE, Washington, January 13, 1838. 


Sir: In answer to the inquiry of the honorable Mr. Benton, chairman of the Military Committee of the 
Senate, in relation to the horses of the Missouri volunteers which were lost on the way from New Orleans 
to Florida, I furnish, herewith, an extract of a letter from Colonel Taylor, United States army, addressed - 
to the commanding general, which contains all the information in this office on that subject. On the 8th 
of November the quartermaster at New Orleans reported, in general terms, that he had completed the 
shipment of the Missouri volunteers, with their horses, for Tampa Bay; but the loss of the horses, and the 
circumstances attending it, have not been reported to this office. 

I have the honor to be, sir, respectfully, your obedient servant, 
T. CROSS, Acting Quartermaster General. 


Hon. J. R. Pornserr, Secretary of War, Washington. 


\ 








<a TE 


956 MILITARY AFFAIRS. [ No. 782. 


D. 


Extract of a letter from Colonel Z. Taylor, first regiment of United States infantry, to Major General T. 8. 
Jesup, dated 


Heapquarters Army SovtH or THE WirHLACoOOcHEE, November 26, 1837. 

“ Out of 450 horses belonging to the Missouri mounted volunteers, shipped at New Orleans for this 
place, 300 of them have been cast away or lost, in consequence of the severe gales which have prevailed 
in the Gulf since they left the mouth of the Mississippi; and a portion of what few have arrived have 
been rendered unfit for service, so that a great portion of the regiment must act on foot, if they act at all, 
as I have this moment been informed by the colonel and lieutenant colonel commanding them that there 
was great discontent among them in consequence of the loss of their horses; and as the order had been 
given them to take the field, it was doubtful whether a portion of them would do so, alleging that they 
had been engaged to act as mounted men.” 


E. 


Treastry Departwent, Third Auditor’s Office, January 17, 1888. 

Sm: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of this morning, wherein, after men- 
tioning that about 300 horses belonging to the Missouri volunteers, on the voyage from the mouth of the 
Mississippi to Tampa Bay, were cast away or lost at sea, you ask me whether any new legislation, 
except an appropriation, will be wanting to authorize payment to the owners ? 

In reply, [have to state that the law of the 18th January last, providing for the payment of lost horses, 
&e., contains no provision applicable to cases of this kind, and that I consider further legislation neces- 
sary before the owners of the horses in question can receive remuneration for the loss thereof. 

With great respect, your obedient servant, 
PETER HAGNER, Auditor. 
Hon. T. H. Benroy, United States Senate. 


7. lard c 
No. 782. [2p Sesston. 


257TH Coneress. | 


CORRESPONDENCE WITH OFFICERS OF THE ARMY RELATIVE TO THE POSTS AND MILI- 
TARY FORCES REQUIRED FOR THE PROTECTION OF THE WESTERN FRONTIER OF 
THE UNITED STATES. 

COMMUNICATED TO THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES FEBRUARY 14, 1838. 


DeparTMENT OF War, January 8, 18388. 


Sir: At the request of the Hon. A. G. Harrison, of the House of Representatives, I have the honor to 
transmit the accompanying papers, for the consideration of the Committee on Military Affairs, which have 
reference to the subject of the defence of the western frontier, reported upon by me a few days since in 
apswer to a resolution of the House of Representatives. 

Very respectfully, your most obedient servant, 
J. R. POINSETT. 
Hon. Jawes J. McKay, Chairman of Committee on Military Affairs, House of Reps. 


Futton, Missouri, June 3, 1837. 


Sir: The great number of Indians, native and emigrant, on the frontier of Missouri, Arkansas, &c., 
has for along time engaged our serious attention, and filled our minds with painful solicitude for the 
future and permanent safety of those most exposed to their incursions. It is the paramount duty of all 
governments to afford to its citizens not only that protection which is fully adequate to secure them from 
danger, but such also as is sufficient to allay every apprehension of it. We do not believe that our gov- 
ernment has extended either to our exposed frontier. When we think of their immense number, which, it 
is officially said, will amount to 253,000 when all shall have been removed, and look upon our vast extent 
of frontier, we affirm it unhesitatingly as our deliberate opinion that the troops stationed upon it for its 
protection are altogether inadequate for such a purpose. With these opinions, being in part the repre- 
sentatives of a portion of those exposed to the dangers we have alluded to, we should be faithless to our 
trust, wanting in every impulse of patriotism and humanity, if we did not use the very utmost of our 
exertions, in every practicable manner whatever, to accomplish objects of such vital importance. It is 
these considerations that have impelled us to trouble you with this communication. We desire your 
views of the protection that is necessary, and respectfully request that you will give them to us at length. 
No man, we are well satisfied, is better qualified to give a correct opinion on this subject than yourself. 
Your long acquaintance with the character of the Indians of the west—their cunning, their boldness, 
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their treachery; your intimate knowledge, from personal experience, of their mode of warfare, and your 
late position as the commander of the first regiment of dragoons, connected with the additional circum- 
stances of your being stationed on the frontier, and, whilst in that quarter, of having penetrated and 
scoured much the greater portion of the country lying between it and the Rocky mountains, have afforded 
you opportunities enjoyed by no other person in the country for forming correct opinions on the subject. 
You cannot but perceive, should the information we receive justify it, that it is our intention to make an 
effort at the next session of Congress to have that protection extended to us which will not only make us 
secure, but will also quiet every feeling of solicitude in relation to it. 

We are the mvre anxious to get your views on the subject, and the views also of other gentlemen 
whose situation and experience have enabled them to form just and correct opinions as to the amount of 
force that is necessary, because, in the discussions which we have heard on the floor of Congress upon 
this subject, opinions have been advanced very wide from those we entertain ourselves, directly impeach- 
ing the existence of any necessity for further protection, without which, we firmly believe, our frontier 
citizens are doomed to be, at some future day, the helpless victims of savage ferocity. On such occasions, 
too, we have heard the all-sufficient argument of economy used, as if that should be esteemed true economy 
where the great probability is that the timely expenditure of a few thousand dollars will prevent the 
future necessity of appropriating millions; but it is such economy, we very much fear, as will eventually 
end in opening the sluices of blood and marking the fair fields of our people with the blackness of death 
and desolation, Such are the views and feelings with which we are impressed, and, being such, we are 
irresistibly impelled to do all in our power to avert such an impending calamity. We therefore again 
renew the request that you will furnish us with your views on the subject in as full a manner as your 
time and convenience will admit of. 

With assurances of the highest regard, we are, very respectfully, your obedient servants, 
L. F. LINN. 
A. G, HARRISON. 


Colonel Henry Dope, Governor of Wisconsin Territory. 





Sr. Louis, August 14, 1837. 


Sir: We have taken the liberty of addressing you, for the purpose of acquiring such information as 
you may be able to give relative to the force that is necessary for the complete protection of our frontier. 
You know that this frontier is very extensive, and, we think, not sufficiently protected. To prevent 
ruinous border wars, and to insure peace and safety to our fellow-citizens living in that quarter, is the 
great object we have in view. We hope, by the information we are endeavoring to collect on the subject, 
to satisfy the general government that the protection which is indispensably necessary to the peace of 
the frontier is but begun. We have been induced to address you, from your thorough knowledge of the 
condition of the frontier and the Indian and his character. We should be happy, therefore, to be favored 
with your views on this subject at length. 

We have the honor to be, most respectfully, your obedient servants, 
L. F. LINN. 
A. G. HARRISON. 


General Henry ATKINSON. 





Camp Sasine, Louisiana, August 28, 1837 


My Dear Friexnp: When we last met, in St. Louis, I promised to write to you, and should have done 
so sooner but for the army life, that of being moved about so much. I have been moved from Jefferson 
Barracks to Natchitoches, in this State, from thence to Fort Jesup, from Fort Jesup to this place, and 
from this place back to Jesup, and from thence to the Caddo Indians, and from thence to New Orleans, 
and from thence back to this place, where we have remained until this time, but how much longer I am 
unable to say. I should as lief be here as in any other place in this country; but I would rather be in 
Missouri than any other State in the Union that I have been in, not excepting old Virginia, the place of 
my birth. I like the people better; the climate is better; in fact, everything is better, in my opinion; at 
least, they appear more congenial to my feelings. This country appears easier to get a living in than 
any other that I have ever been in, and the people are less inclined to work than any other set I have met 
with. We have been here nearly two years, and for what purpose I am unable to say, for there has been 
no invasion or threatened invasion, that I know of. There are no Indians nearer than eighty or one hun- 
dred miles of us, and we are fifty or sixty miles from those large planters who have so large a number of 
negroes that it would require a garrison near to prevent their negroes from rising. So you will see that 
we are too far from the former to protect the frontier inhabitants, as also to protect the master from the 
violence of his slaves, if they see cause to be discontented. We have temporary quarters built at this 
place, which is about two miles and a half from the river Sabine, on a straight line, and about four by the 
road, 

It is my opinion that we could be of more use to the service if we were on the frontier of Missouri ot 
Arkansas. There we shoulda be a check on the Indians; for if we do not establish a line of posts around 
that frontier soon, the evormous body of Indians which the government is sending among you will 
become dissatisfied, and will rise and use you up before we can help you. You know it is the nature of 
an Indian to take all advantages; and when he thinks that you are not watching him, that is the time 
that he will make his spring. Hence, the sooner it is done, the less it will cost the government, and the 
less blood will be spilt. But if you build those posts, you will have to increase the army in order to 
garrison them. There should be at least fifteen thousand men on a peace establishment in the army of 
the United States. My plan would be, to have eight regiments of infantry, four of artillery, two of 
dragoons, and one of riflemen, each regiment to be one thousand strong; and to have the different staff 
corps to be increased, so as to be adequate to all the services required of them, without taking officers 
from the line for staff purposes. What I mean by staff corps is, the engineers, topographical engineers, 
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and ordnance corps. The detai!s for those duties are so great at this time that we have not got officers 
sufficient to do company duty; and at one time this summer the sixth regiment had but ten officers with 
it for duty; out of thirty-three belonging to it, there was not at that time one captain with his company 
in the whole regiment, and that in the field. I knew a time it would have been considered disgraceful to 
be absent from your regiment or company when they were in the field. But times have changed; for 
nuw some of them bother the lives out of some of the members of Congress to get them a furlough, or to 
get them on some other duty, and at the time, perhaps, their companies are in front of an enemy. The 
War Department should put a stop to it, or else it will ruin the army. There are a great number of 
officers on Indian duty, which, I think, should be done by citizens; for if it is necessary to have a captain, 
a first and a second lieutenant, to a company, is it not equally necessary that they should be with it? I 
think so. Then why not employ citizens? for it would be better for the army, better for the citizens, and 
better for the service in general. To return to the increase of the army: it is my opinion that a rifle 
regiment should be added to the peace establishment, as two wars have shown us that riflemen are the 
most efficient troops that ever were employed in our country. Where can you find troops more efficient 
than Morgan’s riflemen of the revolution, or Forsyth’s riflemen of the last war with Great Britain ? 
However, I contend that they are the most useful in our country. Artillery for a siege; infantry for an 
open country, where they can meet column to column; dragoons for scouting parties, provided they have 
a rallying point near at hand; but riflemen for the woods or broken ground, with which you know our 
country abounds at every point where fighting must be expected. The musket and cartridge-box are too 
clumsy to run through the woods with. I served in Forsyth’s riflemen during the whole of the late war, 
up to the reduction of the army in 1821, and have been in the infantry since, and have had a good oppor- 
tunity of judging of these two arms of the service, and am decidedly of opinion that the rifle is the best 
one the service can have. 

If, sir, this meets your approbation, | hope you will consider me a candidate for the riflemen, and 
give me your assistance to obtain it; orif the army is increased, I also wish your influence for promotion. 
I have served my country honestly and faithfully for near twenty-five years, and have commanded detach- 
ments, companies, battalions, regiments, and brigades, and have been on some important expeditions, 
aud have had the good fortune to have the approbation of my commanding officer and the government. 
I have written to Governor Miller and to Colonel R. M. Johnson, Vice-President of the United States, on 
the subject of brevet rank. At the close of the last war, Mr. Dallas, then Secretary of War, promised 
me the brevet rank of major; but unfortunately he died, or, I am convinced, I should have received it. 
I made repeated applications after the war for leave to visit Washington, but without effect until the fall 
of 1820, which was the first opportunity I had of laying my claims before the President and Secretary 
of War, which I did, but was told I was too late by Mr. Monroe and Mr. Calhoun; but they both, if I 
understood them, agreed that my claims were just. Again, in 1826, I had my claims before Mr. Adams 
and Mr. Barbour, and had no better success. 1 claimed brevets for the following actions: The battle of 
La Cule’s mill—General Wilkinson told me, for my gallant conduct, that he would remember me. In the 
summer of 1814, on the day the gallant Forsyth fell, I, with fifteen riflemen, led the enemy’s force, of 
about seven or eight hundred strong, into an ambuscade, in such a manner that, if Forsyth had obeyed 
his orders, not a man of them would have escaped to have told the story ; for which General T. A. Smith 
sent for me, and offered me brevet rank, which I declined. A few weeks after I dispersed a party of the 
enemy of more than my number, killed their advanced guard, and wounded and took prisoner their chief, 
an Indian chief by the name of Malaun. He was a celebrated chief; and to show you how much the 
British thought of him, they asked his body of General Smith, and had it buried in splendid style; for 
this General Smith sent for me again, and offered me brevet rank again; which I again declined. Well, 
sir, fur the battle of Plattsburg I respectfully refer you to Major General Macomb, and also to a letter of 
his that is on file at the War Department at Washington; it was written to me and placed on file by me 
in 1826. For these few battles | was promised the brevet rank. Since then, in 1823, at the battle of the 
Arickarees, General Leavenworth recommended me to be brevetted to a major.—(See his report on file at 
the War Department.) Again, on the Santa Fé road, August 8, 1829, when I defeated eight hundred 
Indians with one hundred and fifty, and killed and wounded forty of them; and again defeated them on 
the 10th November. Sir, if I had received brevets for all these actions only, I should have been a colonel 
by brevet, September 11, 1834. And now, sir, all I ask is, to be brevetted for war services, to take effect 
at either of the dates—September 11, 1814, August 3, 1829; to be lieutenant colonel by brevet. I had a 
talk with General Jackson in 1831; and if I understood him, he would have sent my name to the Senate 
if they would have passed the list for brevets which he had furnished them; before he teld me he would 
not send my name to them until they had passed what he had sent them; but if they would pass them, 
he would send mine. If you will be so good as to see Governor Miller, he is a strong friend of mine, and 
can tell you more than anybody else on the subject. I am more anxious at this time than I was hereto- 
fore, for I wish my son, when he grows up, to see and hear that his father has served his country honestly 


and faithfully, by gallantry. My services are well known; but I wish my name to be on the records of 


my country for gallant services; and if you will be so kind as to use your influence with those other 
gentlemen, you will lay me under everlasting obligations to you; and my son, as he grows up, and can 
appreciate your services to his father, shall be taught to mention your name with gratitude, and to con- 
you one of his best friends. I am convinced that I am asking a great deal, but I know your kind- 


sider 
and that you will do anything that is in your power for a soldier. If Mrs, Linn is with you, be so 


ness, 
good as to make my kindest regards to her. 

If, sir, you should want any information as it respects this country, you must let me know; I should 
be pleased to hear from you during the session, and after, as often as you feel at leisure to do so; I should 
like to know what is going on. On the 4th of March last, about twelve o’clock, we gave Matty and old 
Tecumseh twenty-six roarers. Whether you succeed for me or not, you will have my eternal gratitude. 

I have the honor to be, with great respect and esteem, your obedient servant, 
B. RILEY, Major United States Army. 

Hon Lewis F. Linx, Senator of the United States. . 
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Sr. Lovis, August 14, 1837. 


Sir: The exposed situation of a frontier of at least a thousand miles in extent has attracted our 
serious attention to the dangers which constantly threaten our border citizens, from the proximity of the 
Indians and the facility with which they can strike any moment they please. 

We are desirous of collecting, from such sources as can throw light upon the subject, all the informa- 
tion that may lead to a full and complete knowledge of its exposed condition, for the purpose of inducing 
the general government to give it that protection which may be absolutely necessary to its safety. Your 
long services in the army, which to a great extent have been connected with Indians and Indian affairs, 
your acquaintance with their manners and habiis ; and your knowledge of their character, must be of a 
description calculated to give correct information upon a subject which has been oreatly »mbarrassed 
for the want of a proper unde rstanding of it. We would, therefore, very respectfully request the favor 
of you to give us your views of the force that you think is actually necessary for the complete protection 
of the frontier, accompanied with such remarks relative to a cordon of posts, their distance from each 
other, &., &c., as you may think necessary. 

With sentiments of regard, we are, very respectfully, your obedient se a 
L. LINN. 


A. G HARRISON. 
Major General Epmunp P. Garnes. 


Herapquarters Western Division, St. Louis, August 14, 1837 


GeNTLEMEN: I take much pleasure in complying with the request contained in your letter of this date, 
convinced as Iam that your views of the leffer and spirit of the Constitution and laws of the United States, 
regarding the protection of the frontier, ave in accordance with those by which I have been governed; that 
you are in faver of a system of protection, the work of which should commence before the work of destruc- 
tion is finished or in progress, and the exterior line of frontier inhabitants cut off, as it was in East Florida 
during the winter of 1835 and 1836. 

To obviate a similar catastrophe upon the western frontier, bordered as it is with savages, for the 
most part deeply wounded, and to some extent exasperated at what they deem to be our hostility and in- 
justice, in urging them to abandon the lands of their ancestors; savages who have profited, as every 
portion of the ‘human fi umily have profited, by the lessons they have taken from us in the school of adversity, 
and thus prepared for a spirited attack on the frontier; savages sufficiently numerous, when combined, to 
lay waste hundreds of miles of our frontier settlements in a shorter time than the news of their hostility 
could possibly reach the seat of the federal government, and even before the State governments of the 
west could possibly provide the means of defence. I am decidedly of the opinion that, in addition to the 
posts and garrisons already placed upon the frontier between the mouth of the Sabine and the Missouri 
rivers, inclusively, there should be held ready for action a disposable force of six thousand men; of which 
one regiment of dragoons and one of infantry should be stationed at Fort Leavenworth; an equal force at 
some healthy point to be selected on Grand river, near the southwest angle of the State of Missouri; an 
equal force on the northwestern waters of the Red river, pear the mouth of the False Washita; and the 
residue on the waters of the Sabine. 

The points to be selected for the location of all military posts, and more especially for the proposed 
disposable force, should be guarded by law from the ruinous attacks of whiskey-traders, by placing under 
the entire control of the commanding officers a township of public land, of which the posts should be 
on the centre section. If it is true that nine-tenths of the crimes committed in the army during the last 
thirty-seven years have been occasioned either directly or indirectly by the improper use of spirituous 
liquors, (and I am convinced of the truth of this opinion,) then what other argument is necessary to show 
the expediency of affording the commandants of posts the means of cutting off all intercourse between the 
traders and soldiers? And why should the proposed reservation of a township of public land for each 
frontier post be objected to? The land would receive no injury. On the contrary, it would be greatly 
benefited, inasmuch as it would, with some little attention, become more and more valuable every year, 
by the planting and growth on the prairie of black locust and black walnut for building ships and steam- 
boats, and by other improvements, among which I may mention corn, pasture, and meadow lands, from 
which our dragoons may be supplied with forage; to which I may also add orchards and gardens, which 
will contribute greatly to the health and comfort of the troops. 

The proposed frontier posts might be converted into military schools, for the instruction of many of 
the aspiring youths of the neighboring States, unable to obtain admission into the Military Academy at 
West Point. 

Let good barracks be constructed, and place at each post the requisite professors, as at West Point, 
to be selected from among the graduates of that institution, and then receive from each regiment of 
militia of the neighboring counties a few cadets for four years; they would often be usefully employed in 
doing garrison duty, as a part of their instruction, p: articularly duri ing a state of war, when the troops are 
called off upon active service. Graduates from such schools of the west would prove to be in nowise 
inferior to the graduates from West Point. 

Promising myself the pleasure of addressing you again upon the subject of your interesting commu- 
nication, (being now much occupied with other duties, ) 

I have the honor to be, with very great respect, your most obedient servant, 
EDMUND P. GAINES. 

Hons. L. F. Liyy, 

A. G. Harrison, 
St. Louis, Missouri. 
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Fuiron, June 3, 1887. 


Sir: The object of this communication is to solicit from you such information in relation to the mili- 
tary force necessary for the complete protection of the frontier of Missouri, Arkansas, &., as you may 
have it in your power to give us. We are flattered, from your location on the frontier , the length of time 
you have been on one post or the other of it, from your knowledge of the number of Indians on our borders, 
of their character for the faithless observance of their promises and treaties, and of the present and past 
meagre military force upon our frontier, that you can give us much information that will be useful and 
interesting. It is our opinion that the military force usually stationed on the western and southwestern 
frontier is very far from being sufficient. Your opportunities have been of the most ample kind for obser- 
vations on this head, and will doubtless accompany such conclusions as you have come to with great 
weight and influence. In the important trust which, in part, has been placed in our hands, we feel that 
there is no duty of a higher and more sacred character than that of trying every Ineans and using every 
exertion which our situation can possibly put within our reach to have extended to our exposed and ne- 
gleeted frontier the protection which shall place its security for the future beyond the possibility of doubt 
or selicitude. Such as we have has been sparingly given; such as we want will be withheld, we fear, with- 
out proof as clear as positive demonstration. Millions have been expended for the protection of commerce; 
our navy has been increased avowedly for this purpose. This is right. We have ourselves lent a feeble 
assistance to this great object. It is but the fulfilling of one of the great purposes of government. But 
when protection is sought for by the people of the west—those w hose boldness and da iring, Whose age 
and sufferings, whose labor and improvements, have opened the forests and made valuable the lands « 
the government—those, in truth, who have becn invited to our utmost western limits by the Hite doe 
itself, in offering its lands for sale there, how cold and indifferent the conduct of the government! How 
reluctant to move upon the subject! Can it be possible that such circumstances are not sufficient to 
entitle any civilized people on earth to the protection of their government? And if such be sufficient to 
attract the favorable notice of the government, how much more are they entitled to the fullest protection, 
whose misfortune it is to have settled where it is the policy of the government to place thousands of the 
most restless and implacable enemies the white man ever had? Such, exactly, is the condition of the 
settler upon the western frontier. He is innocent of the causes that have led to this necessity. If there 
are grounds for it, the government itself is guilty. Such are our views. To impress them favorably upon 
those who have the power to give us the necessary aid is the object of the information we seek. We hope, 
therefore, that you will do us the favor to give us at length the opinions which you have as to the force 
that is necessary to insure complete protection to the western frontier. 

We have the honor to be, most respectfully, your obedient servants, 
L. F. LINN. 
A. G, HARRISON. 

Colonel SrerpHen W. Kearney. 


Forr Leavenworth, June 20, 1837. 


JENTLEMEN: Your communication of the 6th instant, asking my opinion of “ thefmilitary force neces 
sary for the complete protection of the frontier of Missouri, Arkansas,” &c., has been received, and, forming 
as you do a part of the representation in Congress of the State and people of Missouri, (so deeply 
interested in the subject,) I feel bound to give you my views, to be used as you may deem proper or 
expedient. 

The preliminary measures to protecting the frontier are to have the limits of the frontier definitely 
settled. This is not the case with the country between the Mississippi and Missouri rivers, and I think 
that as early as possible the northern boundary of the State of Missouri should be marked out, andgthat 
the commissioners for laying out the “ military road,” as directed by an act of Congress of the 2d of July 
last, should be informed if the Territory of Wisconsin, (west of the Mississippi,) subject to be settled 
by the whites, is to continue as its present boundary, or, if to be extended by further purchase of land 
from the Indians, where the permanent boundary w ill probably be. The above boundaries being deter- 
mined upon and finally fixed, (the remainder of the frontier, viz: that between the Missouri and Red 
rivers, is already so,) the ‘military road,” as above alluded to, should be laid out in the Indian country, 
along and within a short distance of the line separating it from the Territory of Wisconsin and the States 
of Missouri and crap Upon this road shculd be erected strong and permanent military works, 
garrisoned by infantry or artillery, and should be such as at a glance would convince the Indians of the 
folly of attacking them oe of the danger they would incur by passing to the rear of them. Besides 
the stores ne cessary for their own garrisons, those works should hold in depot rations and forage for the 
dragoons and their horses, when visited by them on their march along this road. These I would station 
on the flanks and in the centre, and, when the season permitted, a portion of them should be constantly 
moving on the road. 

The strength of the force necessary to be stationed at the “works,” as above recommended, though 
a matter of great importance and consideration, it is obvious that even military men may differ about. 
I would therefore suggest that there should be one regiment of infantry or artillery and one of dragoons 
to garrison ay works and guard tlie frontier between the Mississippi and Missouri rive rs; one regiment 


of infantry or artillery and one of dragoons between the Missouri and Osage, and two regiments of 


infantry or artille ‘ry and one of dragoons betwee nthe Osage »and Red rivers; thus giving, for a frontier 
of about one thousand miles, four regiments of infantry or artillery and three of dragoons. As the 
military road is by law to stop at Red river, and as I suppose you do not ask my opinion of the country 
south of it, I shall say nothing about it. 

I am aware that the above estimate of force to guard the frontier will to some persons appear too 
large and to others teo small; but when we reflect that the question is not what force has hitherto been 


stationed along the frontier, but what force is nece ssary there; not how much longer will the mercy of 


the Indians permit our weak garrisons to continue to exist near them, but how strong should they be to 


command the respect and have a control upon the actions of the Indians; when we take into considera- 
tion the distance of about one thousand miles, contiguous to which the policy of the government has 








Ee 

















1838. ] PROTECTION OF THE WESTERN FRONTIER. 961 


settled a very large and restless body of Indians, their well known treacherous and unfriendly feelings 
for the white men, it will be conceded, as 1 think, by most persons, upon reflection, that the foregoing 
estimate is at least within the necessary bounds. 

It is well known that the cause of most of the difficulties we have had with the Indians may be traced 
to the lawless acts of some white men amongst them; and that in consequence of the distance to the civil 
courts, and the impossibility of getting witnesses before them, such acts very often go unpunished, and 
therefore stimulate others to the commission of new ones. I am therefore most decidedly of the opinion 
that if Congress would by law authorize that offences against the act of June 30, 1834, entitled ‘An 
act to regulate trade and intercourse with the Indian tribes, and to preserve peace on the frontier,” may 
be tried by military courts, should the offender be apprehended in the Indian country, such authority 
would do more to preserve peace on the frontier than many additional regiments. 

I have the honor to remain, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
S. W. KEARNEY, Colonel First Regiment of Dragoons. 


Hon. L. F. Lixyn and A. G. Harrison, Fulton, Missouri. 





Fciron, June 3, 1837. 
GENTLEMEN: We have taken the liberty of addressing you, for the purpose of getting such information 
as you may be able to give, in relation to the military force that is necessary for the protection of our 
western and southwestern frontier. The long residence of some of you among the Indians, and the 
knowledge which you all, as Indian agents, doubtless possess of their numbers, their character, and 
habits, have enabled you to form conclusions on this subject which but very few have had the oppor- 
tunity of doing. Besides, you are well acquainted with the extent of our frontier and its defenceless 
condition. As we are collecting information on this subject, with the view of a future operation in 
Congress, we respectfully request a communication from each of you, giving your views as to the 
military force that is necessary for the permanent peace and security of the whole line of our frontier. 
Should there be other Indian agents living within reach of you, whose names we have not here 
included, you will please forward them a copy of this for their reply. 
We have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servants, 
L. F. LINN. 
A. G. HARRISON. 


Messrs. A. 8S. Hucues, Joun I. Dovcuerry, Josnua Pincuer, M. Cummins, W. N. Fuikersoy. 





INDEPENDENCE, Missouri, November 25, 1837. 

Dear Sir: I have just returned from a fifteen days’ campaign, which was for the purpose of removing 
a considerable number of Osage Indians without the limits of the State. A number of the citizens on 
our southern frontier, say in the neighborhood of Old Harmony Mission, petitioned the governor of our 
State for relief. The governor cited them to the major general, Samuel D. Lucas, of this place, and, at 
the same time, instructed the general to hold a certain amount of his command in readiness at the call of 
said citizens, which call was made on the major general, who ordered into service two brigades, one of 
which I had the honor to command. The major general, S. D. Lucas, for the purpose of having good 
order and subordination, as well as to try to remove said Indians without bloodshed, took the command 
in person, and, with a great deal of caution, has at the present effected the object aforesaid, though, 
without some immediate and prompt measures, our whole western Missouri will be overwhelmed in a 
general war with the different tribes of Indians. The Osage Indians have been for some time committing 
outrage after outrage on the stock of our frontier citizens, which, I discovered whilst out there, caused a 
fixed determination in our citizens to stand it no longer, and, of course, war must ensue. I consider one 
great evil exists out there: there are many Indians, French, &c., living near the line, who are in the 
habit of keeping spirituous liquors. A great portion of them have full-blooded Osage Indian squaws as 
pretended wives. A Mr, Jarreu, a trader for the American Fur Company, who lives some fifteen or 
twenty miles from the line, has an Osage squaw for a wife, though not married to her, and lives sixty or 
seventy miles from any place of civil or military law. He has divers French around him, who sell liquor 
to the Indians. They come in and remain six or eight days; then they are starved almost to death, and, 
of course, must fall on the first cow or hog they may meet with; and, while out there, General Lucas 
ordered said squaws to be put without the limits of the State, as other Osage Indians, though Captain 
Mitchell, while on his way with them to camp, fell in with a command of dragoons, under the command 
of Captain Sumner, who, with force of arms, took said squaws and ordered them back to Mr. Jarreu’s. 
The next day after General Lucas, with his command, had put over the line some three hundred Indians, 
and on the march back met with Captain Sumner and his command, who informed General Lucas he 
would use his endeavors to keep said Indians without the State; also informed General Lucas he had left 
a guard at Mr. Jarreu’s with said squaws, &c.; that said guard and prisoners were subject to his order. 
General Lucas proceeded on to the Harmony Mission-house, near said Jarreu’s, and despatched Colonel 
Thomas Pitcher, with a smal! command, to receive said prisoners; but when arriving there, it seemed 
Captain Sumner, though a dragoon officer of the United States, had given the guard particular 
instruction not to let General Lucas nor any other persons have said prisoners, which was directly in 
contradiction to what he had told the general. He (the said general) being on his march for home, and 
this same twenty-five or thirty from Captain Sumner, and wishing to put the government to as little 
expense as possible, concluded to disband his troops, and leave the matter for the government and 
Captain Sumner to arrange. I am authorized, from good authority, to say to you that Captain Sumner 
yet has a guard to keep any person from driving said squaws without the limits of the State. Such 
conduct as this, you are well apprised, the citizens of Missouri will not suffer. It seems as though it has 
been the policy of the government to place on our immediate frontier almost all the different tribes of 
Indians. Be it so. No objection; but we claini from that government that protection which the laws of 
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our land guarantee to us free and independent citizens. The commanding officer at Fort Leavenworth 
was informed by one of the commissioners of Indian affairs that difficulty was likely to arrive, and was 
requested to send an officer to see General Lucas, or at least to inquire what was likely to be the result. 
He sent down Lieutenant Chilton, who got all the information which General Lucas had in his posses- 
sion, which was a petition from the citizens of Bates county praying for relief, as well as an order from 
the commander-in-chief to hold his command in readiness. Why did not the commanding officer at Fort 
Leavenworth immediately despatch a portion of his command and have the matter adjusted, instead of 
having the militia dragged from their homes to relieve the property of their fellow-citizens from the 
tomahawk of the savage Osages, who are threatening the lives of the citizens of Bates county, if they 
molested them when they came in to kill their stock? And I have no doubt but if General Lucas had 
went out with a few men, he would have had them fellows to have flogged severety before they would 
have surrendered, as I discovered at all times, when coming across a party of them, they evinced 
considerable hostility. Some of them even went so far as to cock their guns for war. The citizens of 
Bates county complain, and say the dragoon officers do not care anything about their interests, merely 
march out for fine show, and to cut some fine military swells, and return, and leave them and the Indians 
to fight it out. 

J am bound to think, without some immediate remedy, our country will be mulct in a general war 
with the Indians on our west, as you well know when one Indian begins all are on the move; and it seems 
to me it would be a very wrong time to have to spend several millions of dollars at this critical moment 
of money matters, when it could otherwise be done. 

I have the honor to be yours, &e., 


M. G. WILSON. 


A. G, Harrison, Esq. 


Fort CoFrEr, Wrest oF ARKANSAS, September 10, 1837, 

Sir: As I have been for a number of years travelling along the whole extent of our frontier, and 
have visited most of the different tribes of Indians from our settlement as far west as the Rocky mount- 
ains, I have been requested by a number of individuals to give my views in regard to the protection of 
the frontier and the policy which should govern our relations with the various Indian tribes upon our 
border; and as there is no person who has taken a greater interest in frontier matters than yourself, I 
have taken the liberty of addressing this letter to you. If it contains any suggestions that may be ef 
service, it will be a source of great gratification to me that I have afforded some information upon a sub- 
ject of such great importance to the western people. 

The plan of opening a military road along the whole extent of the frontier, and establishing a cordon 
of posts, which was introduced into the Senate by yourself, is an excellent one, and meets with the appro- 
bation of the frontier people generally; not much, however, has yet been done towards carrying it into 
effect. The dragoons should be constantly kept patrolling along this road, to enforce the non-intercourse 
law and prevent the introduction of spirituous liquors into the Indian country. There is but little doubt 
that most of our Indian wars have been occasioned by outlawed white people, who have fled to the fron- 
tiers, located themselves among the Indians, and married Indian wives. They introduce whiskey into the 
Indian country, and sell it to the Indians at an enormous price; the Indians get drunk, commence quarrel- 
ling, and in this state of excitement commit acts of depredation which in many cases lead to war. 

In addition to the present force, I think there should be a regiment of riflemen raised, to be mounted 
in case of an Indian war. They should be armed with good rifles. This has been proved to be the most 
effectual weapon against Indians. The officers of the regiment should be hardy and enterprising men, 
possessing a knowledge of the frontier country, and acquainted with Indian character. Officers of 
infantry who have been stationed a long time on the frontier should have the senior appointments. The 
whole of these troops should be placed under the command of a general of experience, who should have 
his headquarters on the military road, as nearly central as possible. Detachments of troops should be 
sent out into the Indian country every summer. 
the topography of the country, and become acquainted with Indian character, both of which would be 
A few presents should be taken along to conciliate 


essentially requisite to combat them successfully. 
These detachments 


the wild Indians, and to let them know that we are friendly disposed towards them. 
should have directions to arrest all persons in the Indian country trading without a license, and all those 
who abuse their licenses by cheating and abusing the Indians; much disturbance would by this means 
be prevented. With regard to the government of the Indians, I think there should be either a governor 
and secretary, or a general superintendent of all the Indians on the frontier west of the military road. 
He should be located on this road, as nearly central as possible, so that he could communicate in a short 
time, by means of expresses on the road, with every portion of the frontier. The superintendencies and 
acting superintendencies now established in that portion of the country should be abolished, and all our 
frontier relations intrusted to this general superintendent or governor, who should make an annual report 
of the condition of the Indians in his superintendency. This method would insure a uniformity of action 
and views with regard to our Indian relations, which cannot be obtained so long as there are so many 
little acting superintendencies, the appointments to which are filled with men of such various and con- 
flicting views. This governor, having the general superintendence of all Indian matters on the frontier, 
would be able to settle the little jarring interests of the different tribes, and reconcile their animosities, 
and thus prevent much bloodshed among them. This cannot be done by a commissioner so remote as 
Washington, who cannot be supposed to possess much knowledge of Indian character, or the various 
vauses of these difficulties. Having one common governor to whom to refer all their difficulties, and who 
would establish the same rules and regulations over all, it would tend to produce a uniformity of views, 
and they would be induced to co-operate in measures to their mutual advantage, and which would tend 
to a gradual amelioration of their condition. Every two years there should be a general council or con- 
gress, to consist of a delegation of all the different tribes of Indians, to assemble at some central point 
in the Indian country; they could then and there communicate their various wants to the government, 
eovernor, while he, at that time, could communicate the views of the gov- 


through the superintendent or ; 
The wild Indian of the north and extreme west could here meet his more 


ernment with regard to them. 


In this way the officers would acquire a knowledge of 
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civilized brethren of the south, and seeing the beneficent effects of civilization in the improved condition 
of these Indians, he might be induced to follow their example, and cultivate the arts of civilization himself. 
They could here hold their feasts and dances together, settle their little animosities with cach other, and part 
with mutual good will. The Indians, like all other people, are fond of excitement. They have ambitious 
men among them who are desirous of distinction; and as they have but little opportunity to shine as 
statesmen and orators, their ambition leads them to excel in warlike exploits, which, no doubt, is the 
cause of many of the wars among themselves and with the whites. This grand council will be considered 
a great event in the lives of the Indians, and their principal warriors will be very desirous of being sent 
as delegates to it, which will lead their minds from warlike exploits, and direct their ambition to other 
roads of distinction. When this is acquired, one great step is taken towards their advancement in civil- 
ization, and the amelioration of their condition. In a short time, if such should be the policy of the gov- 
ernment, they might, at this general council, elect delegates to Congress, which would open a new field 
of ambition for them. Many other advantages will arise from this plan, which will at once occur to you, 
and I will not, therefore, trouble you with an enumeration of them. The establishment of schools among 
the Indians is a subject of great importance in effecting their civilization, and it has been too much neg- 
There ought to be good schools, and a large number of them, established among all the different 
The only way of working a permanent and effectual civilization among them is to educate 
The good effect of schools has been expericnced with the Cherokees and Choctaws, 


lected. 
Indian tribes 
them when young. 
among whom there are many intelligent men. 

] have not entered much into the detail of this plan, and it may require changes and alterations; such 
as it is, however, and with the faint hope of being of some service to the public, | have submitted it to 
your perusal, 

I have the honor to be, &c., 
G. P. KINGSBURY. 


Hon. Lewis F. Linx, Washington. 





Fort LEAVENWortH, June 27, 1837. 


GentLEMEN: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your communication, dated Fulton, June 
3, 1837, addressed to General A. 8. Hughes and myself. 

You wish to know my opinion as to the military force necessary for the protection of our western and 
southwestern frontier. This is a subject in which I feel interested, and have for several years back; and 
I am rejoiced to see that you, gentlemen, are about to lay your strong congressional hands, without gloves, 
on this all-important matter. I wiil therefore proceed, without delay, to give you some of my views 
relating to it. 

I am of the opinion that six thousand troops are necessary to give the protection you allude to. The 
State of Missouri is, as you well know, one of the frontier States; two sides of it are unprotected, except 
by a small force at Fort Leavenworth. The government are still sending out tribes of red-skins, and 
locating them on her frontier border; this is well enough, provided the government will give the neces- 
sary protection. The tribes who emigrate to this country do so contrary to their own free will, and are, 
at heart, the bitter enemies of the white man. 

It is the intention of the government to make and keep peace between the tribes and these wild orig- 
inal inhabitants of the country; this is correct, also; indeed, humanity demands it, because they would, 
if permitted to carry on war among themselves, not only cut to pieces and destroy each other, but the 
property of our own citizens would be endangered likewise. It should be well remembered, however, by 
the great and wise men of our nation, that so soon as peace and good will is established between what I 
and the wild Indians, they will form combinations together, and fall on our helpless frontier 


call the tame 
and tomahawk in hand; and, when once the fray commences, there is no knowing when or 


people, knife 
where it may end, 

On the north of our State, and between the Missouri and Mississippi rivers, we have 5,000 or 6,000 
Sacs and Foxes, about 20,000 Sioux, and some 1,400 or 1,500 Ioways, and it is strongly spoken of that 
we are to have some 6,000 or 7,000 Pottawatomies and Winnebagoes located along the same line; then, 
on the west, we have near 3,000 tame Kickapoos, Delawares, Shawnees, and other small bands; and we 
have about 1,500 Kansas, 1,600 or 2,000 Ottoes, 2,000 Omahas, 500 Piankeshaws, 2,000 Shawnees, 2,000 
Sioux, 11,006 or 12,000 Pawnees of the Platte, 1,800 Kiowas, 3,000 Arrapahoes, 5,000 Osages, and then 
some 10,000 Pawnees, Picks, and Comanches, who roam from west of Missouri to south of Arkansas; and, 
besides all these tribes, we have on the Missouri river and back, running along the Rocky mountains, 
some 15,000 Blackfeet, 3,000 Crows, and about 2,500 Mandans and Gros Ventres, (or Minatories,) 2,500 
Arickarces, and 10,000 Snakes of the Rocky mountains. Then, further south, along the State of Arkan- 
sas, we have Creeks, Cherokees, Choctaws, Seminoles, &c., by the thousand; I am unable to say how 
many; we will suppose 20,000. Remember that all these tribes inhabit the country between the west 
side of the Mississippi and Red river; they are bounded on the west by the Rocky mountains, and on the 
east by the States of Missouri and Arkansas. The Missouri river runs through this tract of country, 
dividing it into two nearly equal parts, from east to west, and four-fifths of all the Indians above enu- 
merated reside on the Missouri and its waters. The only military force, from the mouth to the head of this 
inighty river, swarming on both sides by thousands, yes, tens of thousands, of blood-thirsty savages, has, 
for the last four years, not exceeded four companies! Yes, 200 men to protect a line of frontier people, 
extended from Prairie du Chien to Fort Gibson, a distance of about 700 miles, against all these blood-thirsty 
red-skins; and they, too, goaded on one side by our whiskey merchants and fur-traders, and on the other by 
our trappers in the mountains. Can any man, who has been a witness to the mischief done by old Black 
Hawk, and 400 or 500 of his followers, in the course of one season, surrounded as he was, too, on all 
sides, by whites and unfriendly Sioux, doubt, for a moment, that our extensive and unprotected western 
frontier is in imminent danger, daily and hourly, of being attacked by some or all of these wild, revenge- 
ful, active, and daring bloodhounds ? 

We ought to have four companies of infantry and two of dragoons stationed at Prairie du Chien or 
St. Peter’s; the same number on the Des Moines river, above the Missouri State line; an equal number on 
the Missouri river, near the mouth of Big Platte; the same at Fort Leavenworth, and on the waters of the 
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Osage, somewhere above Harmony Mission; also, on the Neosho, above the State line, in the Osage country; 
and a like number at Forts Gibson, Smith, Jesup, and Towson. These troops, strung along in this way, 
would give perfect security to the frontier, from the lakes in the north to Red river in the south. At each 
of the locations mentioned it would require a well-made, compact garrison, to be held by the infantry, 
while the dragoons should be kept constantly travelling from post to post, on a good road made for the 
purpose, with the necessary ferries and bridges. There should be a regular mail running on this road, 
going and coming from post to post, bringing news from the Spanish dominions in the south, and from 
the British in the north. The dragoons travelling on this road every day, with strict orders to prevent 
all whiskey smugglers from going into the Indian country, and all Indians from coming into the white 
settlements, would have the effect of putting a stop to a traffic which is the origin of all evil and ‘difficulty 
between the white and red men 

There should be one superintendent of Indian affairs located on this road at some central point; there 
should be one Indian agent stationed within a few miles of each of these military posts. The superin- 
tendent and agents should have the sole control of the Indians; and, in order to prevent the demoralizing 
effect that military garrisons generally have on Indians, they should not be allowed to hold any intercourse 
whatever with the troops, except when it becomes necessary for the troops to chastise them. The moment 
you permit soldiers and Indians to mingle together, that moment the latter lose all fear and respect for 
the former. Indians should never be permitted to enter a military station, except the chiefs, and then 
only when business of importance required it. The United States troops should be held up before the 
Indian tribes, by the government, as the rod of correction; the Indians should be made to understand 
that agents are sent among them to advise them and make the views of the government known to them, 
and to offer peace and protection on certain conditions, and that, when those conditions are wilfully 
violated on their part, the troops will be let loose upon them. 

Give superintendents and agents good salaries, repose confidence in them, clothe them with consider- 
able discretionary powers, and then you will find men of honor and capacity sceking these offices; and 
when you are disappointed in your man, appoint another in his stead, and so on until you have all good 
One agent in the vicinity of each frontier military post would be sufficient to transact all our 


ones. 
All offences or violations of law, of whatever kind, committed in the Indian 


affairs with the Indians. 
country should be tried by a military court and promptly punished. 

The expediency of organizing an Indian territory at this time, with a view to bring the wild Indians 
under legal restrictions, is, in my opinion, very doubtful; before this can be done they must be taught to 
work, read and write, and be weaned from the chase. To effect this great change, you must locate among 
them a number of good, honest, and industrious teachers, farmers, and mechanics, all of good moral 
character, and placed under the exclusive direction of the agent, so long as he conducts the affairs of his 
agency properly. At the same time this is going on, the government should hold out inducements calcu- 
lated to urge the Indians on to labor; there should be a store or stock of the best kind of Indian goods 
kept at each agency, to be given out, at cost and carriage, to the Indians individually, or to heads of 
families, in payment of annuities due them from the United States. They should be made to understand 
that they would find sale for every bushel of corn, pound of beef or pork, they might have to sell to the 
government for supplying the troops at these several military posts. Before the government can exercise 
the necessary control over Indian tribes, some plan must be adopted calculated to lessen the powerful 
influence that large trading companies have over the Indians. These large trading companies break 
down all opposition in trade, get whatever price they may choose to impose upon their goods, and, of 
course, oppose any measure of the government relating to Indians, because every step taken to settle the 
Indians down and civilize them is in direct opposition to the interest of the trader; therefore, I say, 
something must be done to weaken the control the traders have over the minds of the ignorant Indians 
before anything can be done towards bettering their condition. You ask what ought to be done to effect 
this great object? I will tell you. Let the general government take these ignorant savages into its 
own hands, and furnish them with every article of trade at cost and charges; this, of course, would drive 
the traders from among the Indians in a short time, and leave the government alone to control them as 
so many children. Thus, with a line of forts, garrisoned by infantry, along the frontier settlements, from 
north to south, with two companies of dragoons at each, with their horses in good order, ready to pursue 
and chastise, or bring to justice, all violators of law, be they white, red, or black; with a good road, and 
a mail running from post to post, bringing all Indian news from the north and south to the superintendent 
and to the military officer placed in command of the whole line of posts, the frontier would be rendered 
secure. Both superintendent and commanding officer should be located at or near Fort Leavenworth. 
The Indians supplied with teachers, farmers, and mechanics of every necessary kind, and furnished with 
all kinds of necessary articles of merchandise at cost and carriage; the influence of the fur-traders done 
away with, and ardent spirits kept away, I have no hesitation in believing that everything would glide 
along smoothly and peaceably between us and the red-skins, and that, in a few years, many of the Indian 
tribes would become sufliciently civilized to make a beginning at self-government, under some simple 
code of laws, and in course of time become capable of furnishing a representative in the United States 
councils; but, until something of this kind is done, I venture to predict that all the money, time, and 
labor which the government may bestow on these miserable tribes for the next fifty years to come will 
prove unavailing. 

The government has gone on and crowded these tribes upon our borders without consulting us, 
therefore we are entitled to protection. We should be enabled to lie down at night in our humble huts, 
on the most extreme frontier, with our wives and white-headed children, in perfect security. 

You have now, gentlemen, the views of one who has been on the frontier for the last twenty-nine 
‘ears, acting in various capacities among many different tribes of Indians. Should you deem the rough 

uggestions here thrown out of any consequence I shall be much gratified, and give you the liberty to 
se them as to you may seem best. 
I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

JNO. DOUGHERTY, Indian Agent. 
Hon. L, F. Livy. 

Hon. A. G. Harrison. 
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Heapqvarters Ist Departuent, Western Division of the Army, Jefferson Barracks, August 22, 1837. 


GENTLEMEN : I have had the honor of receiving your joint letter of the 14th instant, asking my opinion 
of the force necessary for the complete protection of our northern and southwestern frontier. Being long 
familiar with the extent of our frontier and the number and character of the border Indians, I can feel no 
hesitation in answering your inquiries, with a strong confidence in my judgment on the subject. In 
speaking of the northwestern and southern frontier, I embrace a line from the upper lakes of the Missis- 
sippi, including Grecn Bay, Forts Winnebago, Crawford, and Snelling, at the falls of St. Anthony, and 
from the latter post, southwest, to a point on the Missouri river, where the State line will intersect it ; 
thence down on the southwest side of the river, to Fort Leavenworth, thence south to Fort Gibson on the 
Arkansas river, Fort Towson on Red river, and on the same line to Sabine river, and down that stream to 
its mouth. Upon this line, northeast of the Mississippi, reside the Menomonees, Winnebagoes, Chippewas, 
and some small tribes from the State of New York. The Menomonees number about four hundred warriors, 
the Winnebagoes six hundred, the Chippewas two thousand; all restless and warlike tribes, and generally 
well armed with the rifle and northwest smooth-bored gun. The part of tlie Sioux on our border reside 
on the Mississippi and St. Peter’s rivers, and in the plains bordering our northwestern line. They may be 
estimated at seven hundred to eight hundred warriors, broken into many small bands; they are warlike, 
and armed generally with guns. The Sacs and Foxes reside on the Iowa and Des Moines rivers, midway 
between the Mississippi and Missouri; they number one thousand two hundred warriors, well armed with 
rifles, mostly; they are proud, imperious, and brave. The Pottawatomies of Chicago reside now on the 
Missouri river, thirty or forty miles above the State line; they have fifteen hundred warriors, they are war- 
like, and are armed with guns. The Omahas reside some fifty miles from Council Bluff, on the northwest 
side of the Missouri river; they have five hundred warriors, armed partly with guns and partly with bows 
and arrows; they were once brave and warlike, but are supposed to have lost some of their high character 
in deeds of arms. The Pawnees of the Platte reside on that river, some seventy miles above its mouth; 
they are accounted two thousand warriors, armed with guns and bows and arrows, and are brave and 
warlike. The Ottoes and Missourias, now one band, reside on the Platte, four miles from its mouth; they 
are generally well armed with guns, and are very brave and warlike; they are estimated at two hundred 
warriors. ‘The Sacs and Ioways of the Missouri reside at the mouth of Wolf river, on the southwestern 
bank of Missouri river, and seventy miles above Fort Leavenworth; they number three hundred warriors, 
well armed; next below are the Kickapoos, five miles above Fort Leavenworth, who have two hundred 
warriors. The Shawnees and Delawares reside on the Kansas river, near its mouth; they number six 
hundred brave warriors, well armed. The Kansas Indians reside some seventy miles up the Kansas river, 
they have four hundred warriors, armed partly with guns and partly with bows and arrows. On the Osage 
and Neosho rivers are the Pottawatomies of Indiana, Senecas,’ Weas, Piankeshaws, Peorias, and Kaskaskias 
and Ottawas, estimated in the whole to have three hundred warriors. The Osages on the Neosho and 
Verdigris rivers have eleven hundred warriors, armed with guns and bows and arrows. The Cherokees 
who have emigrated, and reside below Fort Gibson, are estimated at fifteen hundred warriors. The 
Creeks who have emigrated, and reside on the Verdigris and on the Canadian fork of Arkansas, may be 
estimated at eight thousand warriors. The Choctaws on the Canadian fork and on Red river have three 
thousand five hundred warriors. The Quapaws have one hundred and fifty warriors; they reside on the 
Neosho. The Caddoes reside upon the Texas frontier, below Fort Towson, and are numbered at three 
hundred warriors. 

Remote from ‘our border are the Sioux of the Upper Missouri, estimated variously at from four 
thousand to six thousand warriors. The Rickarees have joined the Mandans and Gros Ventres at their 
villages; the whole number not more than eight hundred warriors. The Chyans, on Chyan river, have six 
hundred warriors. The Crows, on the Big Horn of the Yeilowstone, count cight hundred warriors. The 
Assinaboines are estimated at three thousand five huudred warriors, residing north of the Missouri river, 
towards Hudson’s bay. The Arapahoes reside on the headwaters of the Arkansas river. The Comanches 
roam from the Rocky mountains down upon Red river; they are a numerous and warlike tribe. The 
Pawnee Picks reside among the mountains up Red river. All these tribes live too remote to come down 
upon our border settlements. I have not spoken of the Blackfeet and other mountain tribes, being little 
known and too distant to excite any apprehension. 

I should estimate the Indians on our border, who are situated to depredate upon and annoy our fron- 
tier inhabitants along the northwestern line, from the Kansas river to the lakes, at ten thousand seven 
hundred warriors, and south of the Kansas to the Sabine river, at fourteen thousand six hundred and fifty 
warriors, besides the Chickasaws, Cherokees, and Creeks, who have not yet emigrated from Tennessee, 
Georgia, and Alabama. 

lor the protection of the lake country, including Green Bay and Fort Winnebago, I should assign one 
infantry regiment of one thoasand men. One regiment of infantry of one thousand men and two troops of 
dragoons for the posts on the Upper Mississippi, and one regiment of infantry of one thousand men and 
eight troops of dragoons for the posts on the Missouri river, and an intermediate post on the Osage or 
Neosho river, : 

For the protection of the Arkansas and Red river frontier, I would assign an infantry regiment of one 
thousand men and six troops of dragoons for the posts on the Arkansas river, one infantry regiment of one 
thousand men and four troops of dragoons for the posts on Red river, and one regiment of infantry of one 
thousand men for the posts on Sabine river, from Gaines’s Ferry to its mouth. 

The estimate for the posts on the Arkansas river is rather small, considering the vast accumulation of 
Indians in that quarter. The whole estimate for the posts, from the lakes to the mouth of Sabine river, 
may, however, be considered large, but it should be remembered that the regiments of infantry will hardly 
ever be kept up to cight hundred men, from the circumstance of discharges, desertion, &c. 

Things, since the removal of the Pottawatomies to their own lands, appear tranquil on the frontier. 
There is, however, a war wampum afloat among the border tribes, and in its circulation since last fall has 
grown to an enormous size. I speak from undoubted information, but whether the combination is for 
operations against the whites or the Sioux, is not ascertained; some friendly chiefs have communicated a 
belief that it is against the whites. Under all circumstances, too much attention cannot be paid to the 
defence of the frontier. 

With very great respect, gentlemen, I have the honor to be your most obedient servant, 
H. ATKINSON, Brigadier General United States Army. 


Hon. L. F. Linn, United States Senate. 
Hon. A. G. Harrison, Member of the House of Representatives, Washington City. 
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APPLICATION OF SOUTH CAROLINA FOR AN APPROPRIATION FOR THE PRESERVATION 
OF SULLIVAN’S ISLAND AND THE SITE OF FORT MOULTRIE, IN| CHARLESTON 
HARBOR, IN THAT STATE. 

COMMUNICATED TO THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES FEBRUARY 14, 1838. 


The Charleston delegation, to whom was referred the memorial of James G. Holmes relative to the 
preservation of Sullivan’s island, respectfully report: 

That they have had the subject under consideration, and find that the constant inroads of the sea 
since the laying of the foundation of Fort Sumter are rapidly wearing away the western position of 
Sullivan’s island, causing alterations in the channels and tending materiaily to impair the safety of 
Charleston harbor. They therefore recommend the adoption of the following resolutions: 

Resolved, That the government of the United States be, and hereby is, requested and authorized to 
take all necessary measures for the prompt preservation of Sullivan’s island against the inroads of the sea, 
and for the security of Charleston harbor. 

Resolved, That the governor of this State be authorized and requested to open a correspondence with 
the government of the United States on this important subject, and to employ an agent or agents to make 
the necessary examinations, furnish the requisite information, and digest a plan to effect the object in 
view. 
Resolved, That our senators and representatives in Congress be requested to use their best exertions 
to carry out these views, and that the governor be requested to transmit to them, and to the authorities at 
Washington, copies of these resolutions. 


In rue Ilousr or Representatives, December 20, 183 
Resolved, That the house do agree 
Ordered to the senate for concurrence. 


By order: 
T. W. GLOVER, Clerk House of Representatives. 


In Senate, December 20, 183 
Resolved, That the senate do concur. 


By order: 
JACOB WARLEY, Clerk Senate. 





MEMORIAL OF JAMES G. HOLMES RELATIVE TO THE PRESERVATION OF SULLIVAN’S ISLAND. 


To the honorable the senate and house of representatives of the State of South Carolina: 

The memorial of the undersigned respectfully showeth¢ 

That from various causes, to some of which reference is here made, much injury has oceurred to the 
bar and harbor of Charleston; that so long as the causes continue to operate with their past and present 
force, the injury is rapidly increasing, and that the only check will be the speedy application of means 
here referred to. 

In order to understand fully the views here presented, reference is made to the chart of the harbor. 

Schults’s Folly is a marsh island, upon which Castle Pinckney is erected. Hog Island channel 
separates it from an extensive marsh which spreads in front of the main land between Hibben’s and Milton 
Ferries. Before the formation of this channel Schults’s Folly was no doubt the termination of the marsh 
referred to, and the united waters of Wando and Cooper rivers passed between that marsh and the city, 
uniting with Ashley river at White Point, off the battery, whence these united streams took a direct course, 
through north channel, across the bar to the ocean. 

This course producing an eddy to the north and another to the south of the channel, caused the 
deposits of sand which formed Sullivan’s island and Cummins’s Point. 

During the continuance.of this state of the currents the channel between the marsh above referred to 
and the city was deep and wide, and was kept open by the rapidity of the stream, and north channel was 
the most important and fixed of all the channels on the bar 

Hog Island channel being once formed, another communication between Cooper river and the bar 
diverted part of the waters, which till then had flowed uninterrupted between the city and the marsh 
referred to. 

By what means this communication was originally formed is not known or now material. It 
certain that it has been greatly enlarged by being more direct than the former course, and by the great 
extension of city wharves, which, acting as jettees, throw the waters from the city to the opposite shore, 
in the very direction of this new channel. 

Within a few years the width and depth of Hog Island channel have been greatly enlarged, and the 
western shores of Haddrell’s Point and Sullivan’s island most extensively destroyed. 

Recently these effects are more striking, and being contemporaneous with the deposit of stone to form 
a foundation for Fort Sumter, leaves an impression, not easily removed, that the foundation of that fort 
has at least accelerated the destruction referred to. 

Should the uninterrupted passage of water by the course thus formed continue, it is greatly feared 
that a few years, if not months, will effect a total change of the currents passing by our wharves; that 
Hog island will become the main channel, and the channel in front of our wharves be obstructed by large 
sand deposits; that the entire western portion of Sullivan’s island, including Fort Moultrie, will be swept 
away, thus widening the entrance to our harbor, which must substitute sand-flats for the channels on the 
bar, and leave the harbor and the city exposed to the unchecked violence of destructive storms, 
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Having pointed out the difficulties to be surmounted, let us determine the proper authority and power 
to effect the objects proposed. 

Our State has wisely refused to grant to individuals any portion of Sullivan’s island, viewing it 
properly as an essential portion for the defence of the harbor and the protection of the channels on the 
bar. The owners of houses on that island are tenants at will of the State, and could claim no compensation 
for damages if all of their property on that island was destroyed, by order of the proper authorities, for 
the purpose of safety and defence. The city of Charleston has no further control within the harbor than 
in the regulation of vessels within its limits under an express act of the legislature. The quarantine 
laws are to be enforced by the governor when present, and by the city council only in his absence. 

The protection of the harbor from invasion and the construction and regulation of light-houses, 
beacons, and buoys, to guide the mariner on the coast and in passing the bar, are all confided to the 
general government, for which purpose express Jaws of our State were required and have been enacted. 
The sites of not less than three forts have for appropriate purposes been ceded, under certain restrictions, 
to the general government; and the site of Fort Sumter, occupied without authority, will no doubt be 
likewise ceded, with proper limitations and conditions. 

The points most material for the improvement of our harbor are those most important to its protection 
and to navigation—subjects committed to the general government by our own legislative enactments, 
independent of all power claimed by the general government. 

If the passage through Hog Island channel was obstructed, it would materially increase the safe 
defence of our city from an invading navy. Acting upon this opinion, a temporary obstruction by sinking 
vessels in the channel was made during the revolutionary war, although at that time the channel was 
insignificant as compared with its present increased depth and width. 

Sensible of the obligation to protect the property and the objects confided to their care, the general 
government, after the destruction of not less than three forts at the site of Fort Johnson and three at Fort 
Moultrie, have within a few years turned their attention to saving the site of the latter fort, and to the 
construction, upon a stone foundation, of Fort Sumter, as a substitute for Fort Johnson, the site of which 
latter is abandoned, and ought to be reclaimed to the State by the same act which grants the site of the 
former. 

In the fact of the rapid destruction of the western part of Sullivan’s island the United States engineers 
add their testimony to our own observation, In the effect to be produced, should it be entirely destroyed 
or greatly reduced in length from north to south by further encroachments of the sea, they fully concur 
with what is said above. 

But without adverting to the causes which originally formed that island and the opposite shore, or 
those which have subsequently produced the rapid changes here referred to, they have limited their 
proposed plans for saving the site of Fort Moultrie toa local application of their means, instead of seeking 
to restore to their accustomed channels the waters which have been diverted, and which have produced 
the deplorable effects complained of. This course may, perhaps, have arisen from a conviction that, 
without the express authority of the State, the general government would necessarily be limited in their 
plans to the immediate points granted to them, especially after the embarrassment growing out of the 
location of Fort Sumter upon a covered sand-bar, not heretofore deemed within the operation of private 
grants, but which in this instance was seized upon by an individual under a grant, which effectually, for 
the time, stopped the progress of the work. 

The United States have adopted, through the proper officers, an extensive and costly plan for saving 
the site of Fort Moultrie. This is as it should be, since nothing less could effect the object; but it is 
respectfully suggested as less efficient than the plan here proposed, and which, at least, is worthy of full 
examination. Unite Schults’s Folly with the marsh from which it has been separated, erect a sufficient 
barrier to the passage of water through Hog Island channel, restore the currents to their former course 
aud check them from further change: we may then expect the reformation of the western part of Sullivan’s 
island, and the channels on the bar will become fixed and deep, whilst the wharves of the city will be 
preserved more effectually from the operation of storms, and the channel in front remain deep enough. 
To effect these objects, it is respectfully suggested that an act be passed granting to the general govern- 
ment the necessary powers under proper restrictions; that the governor be authorized to employ a suitable 
agent or agents to make the necessary examinations and furnish the required information, and to prepare 
and digest a plan, which, when approved, shall be transmitted to Congress; and, if deemed requisite, that 
the agent proceed to Washington to enforce his views by such explanation as may be necessary. 

As we are informed that an application will be made to the proper authorities at Washington for a 
sufficient appropriation to save the site of Fort Moultrie, as there are pending negotiations in relation to 
the site of Fort Sumter, and as the pilots of the harbor, as well as all others concerned, are now agitating 
this question, it is deemed that a more fit occasion will not be found for effecting the proposed plan. 





25H Concress. | No. 784. [2p Sesston. 
APPLICATION OF MISSOURI FOR THE PAYMENT OF FOUR COMPANIES OF MOUNTED 

VOLUNTEERS EMPLOYED ON THE NORTHWESTERN FRONTIER OF THE STATE IN 

1836. 

COMMUNICATED TO THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES FEBRUARY 14, 1838. 
Memorial to the Congress of the United States. 

Your memorialists, the general assembly of the State of Missouri, respectfully represent: That in the 

month of July, in the year 1836, there were ordered into service by the governor of this State four com- 


panies of mounted volunteers, for the purpose of protecting the northwestern frontier of this State, on 
which murders had been committed by the Indians. Two of these companies were raised in the county 
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of Ray, and consisted of one hundred men each. One of these companies was under the command of 
Captain William C. Pollard, and the other under the command of Captain John Sconce, and these two 
companies were under the command of Colonel Hiram G. Parks, colonel of the 22d regiment of Missouri 
militia. The other two companies were raised in the county of Clay, and consisted of one hundred men 
each; one company commanded by Captain David R. Atchison, the other by Captain Smith Crawford, and 
commanded by Colonel Shubal Allen, colonel of the 33d regiment of Missouri militia. These four compa- 
nies repaired to the frontier, where they remained in active service of eighteen days, in the middle of 
summer. All these facts will more fully appear by reference to the returns made to the office of secre- 
tary of state of this State, and a copy of which has been heretofore forwarded to Congress and to the 
We request your honorable body to make provision by law for the payment of these 
No doubt can be entertained that the governor did 
Our border was crowded 


Secretary of War. 
companies of volunteers thus ordered into service. 
what was his indispensable duty in ordering these companies into service. 
with numerous Indian tribes; murder had already been commenced; the whole frontier was in commotion; 
families were removing daily to the interior, and the scenes of Florida were still acting before us. Under 
these circumstances, it became his duty to order the militia into immediate service. 

It has been the policy of the general government to crowd the Indian tribes on our border, a policy 
we do not pretend to repudiate; but we ask that you may extend the arm of protection to guard us 
against evils incident to this policy, and to that end that you may make provision by law to pay these 
volunteers, called into service for that purpose alone. And your memorialists, as in duty, &e. 

Fesruary 6, 1837. ‘ 

OFrFice OF SECRETARY OF State or Missouri, City of Jefferson, January 4, 1838. 
I, Peter G. Glover, secretary of state of the State of Missouri, do hereby certify that the foregoing 


is truly copied from the printed copies now on file in this office, the original rolls being destroyed. 
In testimony whereof, I have hereunto set my hand and aflixed my seal of office this 4th day of 


[u. s.] January, 1838. 
PETER G. GLOVER. 


DeparTMeNT oF War, February 6, 1838. 
Sir: I have the honor to return you the memorial of the legislature of Missouri, enclosed in your 
letter of the 29th ultimo, and to transmit you a report on the subject from the paymaster general. 


Very respectfully, your most obedient servant, ; 
J. R. POINSETT. 


Hon, A. G. Harrison, House of Representatives. 


PayMasTeR Generat’s Orrice, February 2, 1838. 

Sir: IT have the honor to acknowledge the reference to me for a report of the communication of the 
Hon. A. G. Harrison of the 29th ultimo, with the memorial of the legislature of Missouri, in relation to 
certain militia called out by the governor in the summer of 1836. 

As the services of these troops were not called for by authority from the War Department, it will be 
necessary that Congress should sanction the payment before it is made ; and, to enable Mr. Harrison to 
state to Congress the amount it will be necessary to appropriate for their payment, I herewith submit an 
estimate. 

N. TOWSON, Paymaster General. 


Hon. J. R. Pornserr, Secretary of War. 


Estimate of the funds necessary to pay four companies of militia referred to in the memorial of the legislature 
of Missouri dated February 6, 1837. 


For eighteen days’ pay and allowances of four companies of one hundred men each.......... $8, 200 





For eighteen days’ pay and allowances for two majors............ceccccccccscccssecccess 150 
8, 350 
For travelling allowance for five hundred miles, equal to twenty-five days, for the four 
Ee ee ee ee ee Ee ee ee 
For travelling allowance fcr five hundred miles for two majors................. or 230 
: -—— 12, 650 





iis. 
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Notg.—There are no rolls or returns in the Paymaster General’s office to show the number of officers, 
non-commissioned officers,-and privates, but the memorial of the legislature that there were four compa- 
nies of one hundred men each, and that they formed two distinct commands of two companies each under 
the orders of Colonels Parks and Atchison ; that they armed on the frontier and remained in service 
eighteen days. 

It is assumed in the estimate that the companies were mustered and fully officered, and that they are 
entitled to travelling allowance for five hundred miles in going and returning from the frontier. They 
will, however, be paid according to the facts and not according to the estimate. 
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The command of two companies does not authorize the payment of field officers of higher rank than 
that of major, and the colonels who are stated in the memorial to have commanded them will only be 
paid as majors, unless it is specifically provided for by Congress. 

N. TOWSON, Paymaster General. 





Estimate of the funds necessary to pay four companies of militia, referred to in the memorial of the legislature 
of Missouri, dated February 6, 1837. 


For 18 days’ pay and allowances of 4 companies of 100 men cach ........ 22. ee cece ee ee ee ee «$8, 200 


DOE TP GPW PEF GAG BEOWORCEE OF FD MAIR. 6.6 6oo ove hice cc ccc cece: cecsccccwes ery 150 
8, 350 
Travelling allowances for 500 miles, equal to 25 days for the 4 companies .......... $12, 420 
Travelling allowance for 500 miles, of the 2 majors...............006- Serre Te 230 
———_ 12, 650 
I Bae as AG eReexs Keine ides ae demas er Te rrr 21, 000 


Note.—There are no rolls or returns in the Paymaster General’s office to show the number of officers, 
non-commissioned officers, and privates, but the memorial of the legislature, that there were four com- 
panies of 100 men each, and that they formed two distinct commands of two companies each under the 
orders of Colonels Parks and Atchison; that they arrived on the frontier, and remained in active service 
eighteen days. 

It is assumed in the estimate that the companies were mounted and fully officered, and that they are 
entitled to travelling allowance for 500 miles going to and returning from the frontier. 

They will, however, be paid according to the facts, and not according to the estimate. 

The command of two companies does not authorize the payment of a field officer of higher rank than 
that of major, and the colonels who are stated in the memorial to have commanded them will only be 
paid as majors, unless it is specifically provided for by Congress. 
N. TOWSON, Paymaster General. 
Paymaster GENERAL’S Orrice, February 2, 1838. 


Paymaster Generaw’s Orrice, February 2, 1838. 

Sir: I have the honor to acknowledge the reference to me for a report of the communication of the 
Hon. A. G. Harrison, of the 29th ultimo, with the memorial of the legislature of Missouri, in relation to 
certain militia called out by the governor in the summer of 1836. 

As the services of these troops were not called for by authority from the War Department, it will be 
necessary that Congress should sanction the payment before it is made; and to enable Mr. Harrison to 
state to Congress the amount it will be necessary to appropriate for their payment, I herewith submit an 
estimate. 

Respectfully, your obedient servant, 
N. TOWSON, Paymaster General. 
Hon. J. R. Pornserr, Secretary of War. 
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APPLICATION OF THE INHABITANTS OF OSWEGO COUNTY, NEW YORK, FOR AN INQUIRY 
INTO THE EXPEDIENCY OF REPAIRING AND ARMING THE MILITARY POSITIONS 
AT OSWEGO. 


COMMUNICATED TO THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES FEBRUARY 14, 1838. 


To the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States in Congress assembled : 

The memorial of the undersigned, inhabitants of the village and county of Oswego, in the State of 
New York, respectfully represents: That the village of Oswego, situated upon the northern frontier of the 
United States, at the confluence of the Oswego river and Lake Ontario, is the principal port of entry 
upon that lake, and, from its extraordinary local advantages and rapid growth, justifies the expectation of 
its svon being among the most important commercial and manufacturing towns In the Union. Your 
memorialists represent that the trade of Lake Ontario is now mainly tributary to the port of Oswego, 
and that it is largely participating in the trade of the upper lakes; that more than seven thousand tons 
are now enrolled in the district of Oswego, the enrolled and licensed tonnage of which 


at the port of 


of shipping ; 
district but four years since was less than fifteen hundred tons; that the duties collected 
Oswego increased from $1,600 in 1834, to $36,000 in 1835, and to $53,000 in 1836. 
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Your memorialists further represent that the United States are engaged in the construction of a mole 
and pier for the improvement of the harbor of Oswego; that large sums of money have been expended 
on account of the same; that great progress is made in the construction of the works, which, when 
completed, in the belief of your memorialists, will not be surpassed by any similar structures in the 
world. This improvement of the harbor of Oswego creates every facility for the prosecution of an 
extensive commerce, and for the accommodation of an immense amount of tonnage. 

Your memorialists further represent that, embracing all the considerations connected therewith, the 
Oswego river furnishes to the village of Oswego the best hydraulic power for manufacturing operations 
existing in the United States. This power is already extensively improved. In the manufacture of flour 
Oswego is surpassed only by the cities of Richmond and Rochester, and great additions are about being 
made to the power employed in the ensuing season. Two extensive cotton manufactories are completed, 
a third about to be commenced, and no reasonable doubt can exist that, with the revival of trade and 
restoration of confidence to the business relations of the country, the commercial and manufacturing 
facilities of Oswego will invite large additional investments of capital. 

Your memorialists further represent that by the Oswego canal and river a navigable communication 
is effected between the great lakes, the Erie canal, the interior lakes of the State of New York, and the 
Hudson river; that by the Oswego canal and river, the great Onondaga salines, the principal seat of 
salt manufacture in the United States, and the village of Syracuse, in the most prosperous and wealthy 
town in the State of New York, the great interior of the State abounding in the creations of capital 
and the useful arts, and redundant with the labors of agriculture, is, with facility, accessible from Lake 
Ontario in the short space of a few hours. 

Your memorialists further represent that in the immediate vicinity of the village of Oswego, and 
within less than two miles of the lake, the State of New York, at great labor and expense, has constructed 
two great dams upon the Oswego river, upon which the navigation of the Oswego canal and the 
hydraulic power at the village are dependent. Within the same distance, and connected with those 
structures, are five locks upon the Oswego canal. 

Your memorialists respectfully submit that Oswego was one of the northwestern military posts to 
the possession of which Great Britain adhered after the peace of 1783, and the surrender of which was 
not effected until after the treaty of 1794. Until the latter period a strong British garrison was in 
possession of Fort Ontario. The importance of this post in reference to the navigation of Lake Ontario, 
and the convenient access through it, the Oswego river, and Oneida lake to the new settlements of 
western New York, could not escape the military eye of the sagacious officer at the close of the 
revolution in command of the British North American provinces. Recent events in those provinces 
have awakened the attention of your memorialists to the defenceless state of the northern frontier, and 
especially to the disarmed and exposed situation of the port of Oswego, The reasons which, in the last 
century, induced the construction of Forts Oswego and Ontario, at the mouth of the Oswego river, would 
not less urgently present themselves to the consideration of the government in case of an interruption 
of the peaceful relations between the United States and Great Britain. The adjacent country, redeemed 
from the wilderness, and teeming with population and all the improvements which are the offspring of the 
arts of peace, presents temptations to an enemy immeasurably increased, and facilities for spoliation 
and havoc, which half a century since were beyond the limits of human anticipation. The access to the 
interior country, which in former wars was slowly effected in light batteaus, against the current of a 
powerful stream, occasionally interrupted by falls and rapids, is now facilitated by all the applications of 
science and art. Boats of forty or fifty tons burden, in the season of navigation, are constantly plying 
between the ports of New York and Oswego. Your memorialists need not point out to your honorable 
body the expediency of affording protection to an artificial navigation, which, if neglected by us, will 
not be neglected by our enemies; but if by ourselves protected and defended, may be regarded as among 
the most available and sure resources for national defence. 

Your memorialists respectfully suggest to the consideration of Congress that future contests on the 
great lakes will be decided by conflicts between steam vessels of war, and the port of Oswego must 
almost necessarily become the naval station on Lake Ontario. The facilities for transportation between 
this port and the city of New York—the ease with which men, provisions, arms, and munitions of war 
can be here delivered—must confer on this port advantages as a naval station far exceeding those pos- 
sessed by any other port on the Ontario frontier. Your memorialists would further observe that the 
British tonnage on Lake Ontario is far greater than that of the United States. The British ascendency 
on Lake Ontario is about tantamount to our own superiority on Lake Erie. We have but four steam- 
boats on Lake Ontario, while the British have about forty, and many of them of the first class. The flags 
of the British steamers float daily in the harbor of Oswego during the season of business. 
course, the principal carriers on Lake Ontario. 

Immediately opposite to the port of Oswego, at about fifty miles distance, is the city of Kingston, 
the chief British military and naval station in Upper Canada. At this place a considerable military force 
is always in garrison. Here is the Ontario termination of the Rideau canal—a military work constructed 
at the expense of the imperial government—navigable by steamboats, and by which a communication is 
effected between the harbors of Montreal and Kingston, without recourse to the navigation of the St. 
Lawrence. The advantages possessed by Great Britain, in the navigation of the Rideau and Welland 
canals, (by the latter of which vessels carrying one hundred and fifty tons have access to the upper 
lakes,) would be deeply felt by the State of New York and the northwestern States, should a sudden 
interruption occur of the peaceful relations existing between our country and Great Britain. When the 
canal works now in active prosecution in the Canadian provinces are completed, large vessels, navigating 
the ocean, may be conveyed from the Atlantic to the lakes. The importance of protecting such a military 
work as the Rideau canal—a work, in the magnitude of its structure and the style of its execution, far 
transcending any similar work on the American continent—has not been overlooked by the provident 
The features which present themselves at the Ontario terminations of the 
Oswego and Rideau canals strikingly assimilate. Immense dams and five locks on either canal are in the 
immediate vicinity of Kingston and Oswego. But while the forts at Oswego lie naked and defenceless, 
those at Kingston are among the most extraordinary monuments of British power and of military science. 
The fortifications at Kingston, your memorialists believe, are not surpassed by those of Quebec; and, 
when the great works now in progress are completed, the harbor of Kingston will be as impregnable as 
that of Gibraltar. 
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The above considerations, your memorialists respectfully submit, should induce an inquiry by Con- 
gress in relation to the importance of Oswego as a military post, and the expediency of employing some 
portion of the resources of the country in its protection and defence. 

Your memorialists would respectfully remind your honorable body that the capture of Oswego, the 
seizure of vessels then lying in the port, the spoliation of much public and private property, and the for- 
cible transportation from their homes of several of our principal citizens as prisoners of war, were among 
the events of the last contest with Great Britain. The post was gallantly defended by the brave Colonel 
Mitchell, and the attack would have been successfully resisted had the forts been properly garrisoned and 
armed. 

Your memorialists would sincerely lament any change in the pacific relations of our country. They 
would especially deplore a war between the United States and Great Britain as a calamity to the world. 
But they cannot conceal from themselves that recent events have cast their shadows upon future history; 
that they are awakened to the contemplation that peace may not be perpetual, and that their dwelling is 
upon the frontier of a country—a frontier naked and defenceless—and under the eye of a foreign power, 
the most formidable of the nations of the earth. 

Your memorialists respectfully pray an inquiry into the expediency of repairing and arming the 
military positions at Oswego, and for such other order in relation to this memorial as the wisdom of Con- 
gress nay direct; and your memorialists will ever pray. 
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MEMORIAL OF CITIZENS OF NIAGARA COUNTY, NEW YORK, COMPLAINING OF OUT- 
RAGES AND MURDERS OF AMERICAN CITIZENS IN BURNING THE STEAMBOAT CARO- 
LINE, AT SCHLOSSER, IN THAT COUNTY, BY THE BRITISH AUTHORITIES OF CANADA, 
AND ASKING REDRESS. 


COMMUNICATED TO THE SENATE FEBRUARY 19, 1838. . 


At a large and numerous meeting of the citizens of the county of Niagara, held at the court-house in 
Lockport, on the 29th of January, 1838, on the subject of the murders and aggressions of a British armed 
force at Schlosser, Niagara county, Captain James McKain, of Lockport, was chosen president, and the 
honorable Robert Fleming, of Lewiston, and Linus Spalding, esq., of Hartland, were chosen vice-presi- 
dents, and William C. House, Alden S. Baker, Sparrow 8S. Sage, and Asher Torrence, were chosen secre- 
taries. Edward I. Chase, from the committee to draught a memorial, reported the following, which was 
unanimously adopted: 


MEMORIAL. 


To the President, Senate, and House of Representatives of the United States: 

The inhabitants of the county of Niagara, in the State of New York, would respectfully call upon 
our national Executive and upon Congress to adopt such measures in relation to the late outrage on the 
part of British authorities, in burning the steamboat Caroline, and murdering our citizens at Schlosser, 
as become a great nation, jealous of her honor and of the safety and rights of her citizens. 

We would not now address you on the subject, but would patiently and confidently wait your action, 
were it not that the Canadian authorities attempted to connect that outrage with the operations of 
McKenzie, on Navy island; and, misrepresenting the conduct of American citizens, have avowed and 
approved of that most gross violation of our laws, and of our rights as a friendly and neutral nation, and 
that, in consequence of some expressions which fell from honorable members of the Senate and House of 

tepresentatives when the subject was brought before them, we are fearful that through some means the 
criminals should escape a trial under the laws of our State, and the-blood of our citizens, and the insult 
offered to our territory and flag, go unrevenged. 

Though we cannot conceive how the assembling of the handful of men on Navy island can by possi- 
bility be used either in justification or palliation of the attack on the Caroline, still, as the Canadian 
authorities have made that a pretext to justify their conduct, and for that purpose have procured and 
published a number of false affidavits and false letters from “honorable officers of the royal navy,” and as 
some members of Congress (no doubt through misinformation) seem to view the matter in a somewhat 
similar light, we think it proper to give a short statement of facts in relation to that assemblage; and, 
in doing so, the committee who draught this resolution will confine themselves to what is well known in this 
vicinity to be true. 

After the unsuccessful attempt of McKenzie upon Toronto, he and many other Canadians fled to this 
country to avoid prosecutions for political offences. Not having as yet given up all hopes of success, 
they sought and obtained aid from the citizens of Buffalo; and assembling what men they could, with a 
few arms, a small quantity of provisions, and little or no ammunition, they, on the 15th of December last, 
located themselves on Navy island, which was unoccupied except by one farmer; hoping to make that a 
rallying point for the disaffected Canadians, and, at the same time, to create a diversion of the royalist 
forces in favor of Dr. Duncombe, who was then in force in the London district. Their numbers, the first 
night, were only 16 or 18 men, most of whom were Canadians, and even up to the time of the burning of 
the Caroline they had only about 300. When Mckenzie first occupied the island the royalists had several 
hundred men under arms along the Niagara river, and in less than two weeks were able to, and did, 
concentrate a force at Chippewa, opposite the island, of 2,000 or 3,000 men, together with a large number 
of boats. When you consider that the island is nearly level, with the highest banks only about ten feet, 
and was three or four miles in circumference, you may well suppose that the commander, R. Van Rens- 
selaer, had but few men to spare from duty to erect defences. In fact, up to the burning of the Caroline, 
they had erected none; and they relied for their safety (and it was no vain reliance) entirely upon the 
fears of the loyalists, and not upon the assistance of the citizens of the United States. 

We have given this statement to show that the many exaggerated accounts of recruiting in this 
State are without foundation, and to show that even if the Caroline had offended against the laws of 
nations, there was no necessity of resorting to the desperate remedy of invading our territory, much less 
of murdering our sleeping and unarmed citizens. 

We would not pretend to deny that there was a strong feeling manifested in this part of the State 
in favor of the Canadian “rebels,” who seemed to be placed in a position similar to our brave forefathers 
when the same epithet was applied tothem. Nor is it strange that some of our citizens—recollecting the 
aid rendered by Lafayette, De Kalb, and Steuben, in our struggle for national independence; of Lords 
Byron and Cochran, to the Greeks; and by a gallant officer of our own navy, to the Mexican republic; 
and recollecting, too, that these men lost neither standing nor rank in their own country in consequence 
of such foreign service—should have gone to Navy island, and there enlisted under the patriot banner. 
Nor is it strange that with such examples they were slow to believe that they were acting against law. 
And we respectfully insist there was in such conduct nothing against any law of nations; nor can 
Britain, who permitted vessels of war to be fitted out in her ports and men to be enlisted to aid Don Pedro in 
his invasion of Portugal, consistently complain. 

On the 29th day of December last the steamboat Caroline, belonging to,a citizen of Buffalo, came 
from that place, and, touching at the island, went to Schlosser. During that day she passed several 
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times between the island and Schlosser, carrying passengers and freight either way, as a matter of private 
speculation. She sailed under the American flag, and was regularly cleared, as we understand, by the 
owner, Mr. Wells, at the custom-house in Buffalo. In this she was not, as we conceive, acting contrary to 
the laws of nations. She did, without doubt, carry some articles contraband of war. For this she was 
liable to be seized by the British authorities at any time before she came to our shores, and this, we 
conceive, was the extent of her liabilities. On the night of the 29th of December, 1837, while relying 
upon the protection of neutral territory and our nation’s flag, and without arms, she was captured and 
burned, and a large proportion of those on board of her basely assassinated. Long before this the cireum- 
stances immediately connected with the outrage have been fully made known to you, and Canadian 
falsehood sufficiently refuted. We would only say that Schlosser is in plain sight of Chippewa; that the 
ferry immediately below was open, and persons constantly passing between Schlosser and the British 
army at Chippewa; and that it is next to impossible that the British officers could have been ignorant of 
the situation of the boat, of her being unarmed, and of her wearing American colors. 

But what makes the outrage appear base beyond expression is, that while in Canada, the throne, the 
parliament, and the army, were teeming with abuse of America, her citizens and institutions; while our 
people, who had occasion to cross into that province, were insulted and imprisoned; while our boats in 
Canadian ports were detained, and some actually pressed into the service of the Queen; while the Canadian 
guard from Fort George to Chippewa were firing at citizens on this side of the river, our general and 
State governments were doing all they could to preserve our friendly relations with Great Britain, and 
orders were actually issued at Washington which have since resulted in disbanding the forces on Navy 
island. So far from our government being lacking in her duty to Britain, our public officers have, we 
believe, in some instances, overstepped the bounds of law and usurped authority in order to interfere in 
favor of the loyalists against the patriots. 

Since the burning of the Caroline the grand jury of our county have been in session, and, as they were 
bound to do by their oaths, they inquired into the transaction, and found bills of indictment against all 
they could then ascertain were engaged in the murderous affair. We have no doubt but that before 
this the governor of this State has made requisition upon the governor of Canada for the surrender of the 
murderers. But we can hardly believe that since the Canadian governor has avowed and approved of 
the assassinations he will comply with the requisition. 

What, in such an event, is to be done?) Must we submit to the wrong and insult, or, what is nearly 
the same thing, go through a long course of negotiation, which shall end like the impressment and northern 
boundary questions, in being questions still lost in the intricacy of diplomacy? If so, let our government 
no longer use the proud motto of asking nothing but what is right, and submitting to nothing that is 
wrong. Or will the British government, with strong professions of friendship, offer to settle annuities on 
the surviving friends of their victims, and thus endeavor to pay for the blood of our citizens in gold? It 
has already gone forth that we love money better than honor, and British subjects have been most instru- 
mental in giving currency to the slander. We hope that no temporising policy in relation to the blood 
spilt at Schlosser will hereafter be cited in proof of our national cupidity. 

We, the people of the county of Niagara, whose territory and laws have been violated, and whose 
courts have been set at defiance, as a portion of a great nation which ought not to see its least citizen 
injured without full and ample atonement, call upon you to adopt such measures as will surrender the 
Schlosser assassins to our tribunals of justice; or, failing in this, to treat that government as an enemy, 
which, by protecting the criminal, shall adopt the crime. This we believe is the only conrse by which the 
federal government can retain that respect of the people which it has hitherto had, and which is the 
strongest chain in our confederacy. 

Since draughting the foregoing, the committee have seen the communication of the governor of Upper 
Canada to the British minister at Washington. This communication is erroneous in most of its material 
statements in relation to the outrage. To notice and refute all the errors contained in his excellency’s 
letter would occupy too much space for a memorial, yet the committee cannot forbear noticing that part 
of it which states “that in the inn at Schlosser there was a guard of armed men belonging to the forces 
on the island, or acting in their support to guard the Caroline;” that ‘on the boat there was a party of 
armed men and a sentinel to demand the countersign;” that “ the boy (who was taken prisoner) was afraid 
to land from the boats in consequence of the firing kept up from the shore by the guard;” and that “ the 
tavern was occupied by the island forces as their headquarters on the main land.” In all these matters 
it is notorious that the governor of Canada is entirely wrong. If there is anything which should add to 
the indignation already felt by the American people at the outrage, it is this continual effort to conceal 
the truth by false statements; and we hove that Congress will not, by Canadian falsehood, be deterred 
from promptly and effectually vindicating onr rights. 

And your memorialists will ever pray. 

' JAMES McKAIN, President. 
ROBERT FLEMING, 
L. SPALDING, 
Vice-Presidents. 
Wituram C. Housr, 
ALDEN S. Baker, 
S. S. Sace, 
A. TorrENCE, 
Secretaries, 
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ON AN APPLICATION FOR THE ESTABLISHMENT OF A NATIONAL ARMORY AND 
FOUNDERY AT THE GRAND RAPIDS, OR FALLS OF THE WABASH RIVER, IN 
INDIANA AND ILLINOIS. 


COMMUNICATED TO THE SENATE FEBRUARY 20, 1838. 


Mr. Tirron, from the Committee on Military Affairs, to whom was referred the memorial of Thomas 8. 
Hinde and Jacob Lesher, of IMlinois, and other memorials, praying Congress to establish an armory 
in the west, a foundery, &c , reported: 


That the memorialists represent themselves as being in possession of great water privileges at the 
Grand Rapids, or falls of the Wabash river, which, they state, are about to be improved by the States 
of Indiana and Illinois, and that such improvement will afford the most abundant supply of water power; 
and they offer to convey to the general government, on advantageous terms, the rights which they 
possess in said water power, and such sites as may be required for public works, with the view of 
establishing at that place a national armory. 

Various propositions of a similar nature haye been made from several of the western and southwestern 
States, and sites have been offered at Pittsburg and Beaver, in Pennsylvania, Zanesville, Ohio, Licking 
river, Kentucky, Harpeth, Temnessce, falls of the Wabash, at Logansport, Indiana, Grand Rapids of Rock 
river, Illinois, as well as at places favorably situated in Illinois, Missouri, and Alabama, for the establish- 
ment of such an armory; but the committee cannot undertake to decide upon the relative merits and 
advantages of these several points, because, to justify such an undertaking, they should be in possession 
of the most minute and disinterested information concerning the general and local advantages of each 
particular point such an armory should be established, until an examination be made by a competent 
military and scientific commission, whose views would be wholly national, and uninfluenced by sectional 
predilections or aversions, and who would make such location as, under every aspect of the case, would 
be most productive of the general good and conducive to the general defence of the country. To the 
executive branch of the government, or rather to the military arm, would, in the opinion of the committee, 
belong the duty and the responsibility of making a selection that would combine the most national 
advantages in a military point of view; and, under the influence of this impression, the committee ask to 
be relieved from the further consideration of the memorials, having reported a bill embracing, among 
other objects, a provision for the establishment of an armory in the west, under the direction of the 
President of the United States. 


257TH Conaress. | No. 788. [2p Sesston. 
ON THE SELECTION OF A SITE FOR THE ERECTION OF A FORT ON THE WESTERN 
FRONTIER OF ARKANSAS. 


COMMUNITATED TO THE SENATE FEBRUARY 21, 1838. 


Department oF War, February 20, 1838. 


Sir: By a resolution of the Senate of the 7th instant this department is required to inform that body 
“if any site for a fort has yet been selected on or near the western frontier line of Arkansas, as was 
provided for by a late act of Congress; and if so, whether the title to the land has been secured or con- 
tracted for; and in that event, whether an appropriation to pay for the site has been asked for; and if not, 
why it has not been done.” 

As soon after taking charge of this department as was in my power, I gave my attention to the act 
of Congress alluded to, and to the measures which had been adopted by my predecessors to carry it into 
effect; but not finding that the information necessary to enable the department to make a judicious 
selection had been obtained, I gave directions for the appointment of suitable individuals of the army 
for the purpose of making a thorough examination of the section of country contemplated by the act, as 
that to which Fort Gibson was to be removed. The results of this examination will be found in the 
accompanying copy of the report of those gentlemen, marked A. 

__ By this report it will be seen that it will be impossible, if the act providing for the removal of Fort 
Gibson be literally complied with, at the same time to afford adequate protection to the citizens of Arkansas, 
to prevent internal dissension among the different Indian tribes of that region, and between each other, 
and to secure them from the intrusions of white persons, and.in the enjoyment of the rights solemnly 
guaranteed to them in the treaties now in force between them and the United States. It is further mani- 
fest from the report that these important objects can be accomplished only by continuing Fort Gibson at 
its present site, or, at least, at some point near to it, and by the erection of another post on or near the 
Arkansas line. Convinced of the soundness of these views of the report, I deemed it my duty to require 
the same commissioners to proceed upon the supposition that Fort Gibson would not be removed far from 
its present position, aud select the best location within or near the Arkansas line for the establishment 
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of a post for the protection of the people of the State. Their report of their proceedings in the execution 
of this duty, a copy of which, marked B, I have the honor herewith to transmit, has but recently been 
received, 

Believing that Congress would sanction the course thus pursued by the department, no selection has 
yet been made of such a site as that contemplated by the act referred to; and hence the reason that no 
appropriation has been asked for for its purchase. 

For such a post near the Arkansas line, as will afford proper protection to the people of that State, 
there are two sites possessing nearly equal advantages; these are, that at Fort Smith and that at the mouth 
of Lee’s creek, both of which are designated and particularly spoken of in the last report of the commis- 
sioners mentioned above. Should either of these sites be selected, it would seem proper, for the reasons 
contained in the accompanying copies of letters from General Arbuckle, marked C and D, that a con- 
siderable tract of the adjacent land should be secured. For this purpose the department has no funds at 
its control, as it would not feel authorized to use the money appropriated by the act in question for the 
purchase of either of these tracts. 

The enclosed copies of documents, marked E and F, relate to the terms on which the land alluded 
to can be procured. 

Very respectfully, your most obedient servant, 
J. R. POINSETT. 
Hon. R. M. Jonnson, President of the Senate. 


A No. 1. 


The Pheasant bluff is on the south side of the Arkansas river, about twelve miles below Webber’s 
falls, and about six miles below the mouth of the Canadian. The river runs for some miles, both above 
and below the bluff, on a course very nearly from east to west. The summit of the bluff is between 
eighty and ninety feet above low-water mark, as nearly as could be ascertained by imperfect instruments; 
the country gradually rises higher for some miles as it extends back. 

At the most eligible point for a fort the timber extends about half a mile back from the river to the 
prairie, and a short distance both above and below the site it expands to a much greater width, and 
extends both ways to a distance unknown. The timber in the immediate vicinity of the site is for the 
most part black and post oak, with some black jack; the older trees are short and of an unthrifty 
appearance, being not more than one and two feet in diameter. The same space, however, is filled in with 
a younger growth of timber of the same kind, which would measure from six to twelve inches in diameter, 
and is of a very thrifty and luxuriant growth. 

About six hundred yards below the site commences the river bottom or lowlands, which quickly 
expand to the width of about a mile, and are many miles in length. Of this space, about one-fourth of a 
mile in width, bordering on the river, is washed by the annual floods. The surface is clean, and clear of 
pools of standing or stagnant water. The timber on this space is, for the most part, large cottonwood, 
sycamore, ash, hackberry, box elder, &c., and the undergrowth principally poppan. ‘The remaining 
portion of the river bottom is several feet higher than that just mentioned. The undergrowth is cane, 
briers, poppan, &c., and the timber consists of black or red oak, cup oak, black walnut, ash, picon, hack- 
berry, &c. This timber is, for the most part, of a very large size, and is well calculated for being made 
into shingles or building materials of any kind, for which large timber of that kind is required. From 
the outer edge of this bottom the land becomes high and gently rolling, and is covered with black and 
post oak timber to the prairie, distant about three-fourths of a mile; the trees on that part of it most 
contiguous to the bottom are of a very lofty growth, and are well calculated for being made into house 
logs, which, being combined with the timber in the river bottom, gives an abundant supply of the best 
materials for building that the country affords. There is no pine or poplar within many miles of the place, 
and, in fact, poplar is not to be found in any part of the Arkansas country. 

About half a mile from the river, at the point selected, commences a prairie which extends to the 
south, or directly out from the river, about eight miles, and its length parallel to the river is much greater. 
It is high and dry, and being generally rolling, the water that falls on it in time of hard rains is carried 
off in small rills, insomuch that there are no flat places in it on which water stands, as is often the case 
in flat and level prairies. The grass of this prairie is luxuriant and well calculated for hay. It is contended 
by some that prairie land produces causes of disease; that, however, is entirely owing to the kind of 
prairie; high, dry prairies are healthy, while flat, wet prairies are more unhealthy than wet land is under 
timber, the action of the sun on it being greater. 

The surface for some distance around the site is gradually rolling, insomuch that the rain which falls 
on it is carried quickly off to the river. About a fourth of a mile above the site a large creek empties 
into the river, which has its source in the prairie, the water of which is clear, and pleasant to the taste, 
and is used at present by the inhabitants for drinking, washing, &c., the wells on the bluff, which are not 
more than six or eight feet deep, having gone dry. The reason of those wells not being deeper is, that 
the people who dug them, not being prepared with the necessary instruments for blasting stone, could 
not sink them any lower than to the stones. There are no lasting springs of water at or near the bluff, 
but the prospect of procuring water by sinking wells is as fair as it could be in any portion of the country 
which is as high as that is. It is probable that good water could be procured within forty or fifty feet of 
the surface, or, at furthest, eighty feet. The red sandstone, of a quality and form well suited for 
building, is to be found in great abundance within less than a fourth of a mile of the site. This stone is 
to be found both in detached pieces and in quarries, consisting of regular layers, of a suitable thickness 
for a building material. There is no limestone within some miles of the bluff; stone coal of a good quality 
has been found near the site, and strong indications of it are to be seen on the surface in a number of 
places upon the bluff. 

It has been stated above that the country on the south side of the Arkansas river, around the Pheasant 
bluff, except the river bottom, is high and dry for many miles in extent; and the river bottom is not more 
wet than is usual on all parts of the river. On the outer margin of the bottom, about two miles below 
the site, is a flat space of some extent, on which water stands during the winter and spring months; but 
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it is too remote for its deleterious effects to reach the bluff, particularly as it is on an eastwardly direction 
from the site, and the prevailing winds of the summer being from the south. The bottom on the north 
side of the river opposite the bluff is said to be about one Yand a half mile in width, and from the best 
information that we could collect, it is for the most part dry, having in it but few pools of water. The 
undergrowth is principally cane and briers. 

We found a few of the persons residing on the bluff slightly sick with intermittent fevers, but the 
number appeared to be proportion: uly small, when compared with most of the other parts of the country. 

The want of good water is an obje ction to the Pheasant bluff as a military site, but that objection 
would rest against almost any other point that could be selected within the space contemplated i in the 
“instructions.” We do, therefore, believe, after taking into consideration everything in relation to its 
locality, that the Phe vasant bluff is a good site for a large fort. 

The following named persons, with Choctaw families, reside on the Pheasant bluff, and within the 
distance of a half mile of the site selected : 

Captain Nathaniel Fulsom has a house fifteen feet square, and two small outbuildings, and has 
twenty acres of land under fence. 

The widow Fulsom has two acres of land under fence, 


to move off. 
John Walker (a white man) has one log house, 18 feet by 20, with several other small outhouses, and 


has forty acres under fence. He is about a half mile from the site. 
The widow Coleman has two small houses and a kitchen, and has about ten acres of land under fence. 


Her house is within one hundred yards of the site. 
Charles Jones has one house, twelve feet square, and a small kitchen, and has four acres of land under 


and has one small house. She is preparing 


fence. 
A-pres-an-tubbee has a house, and four acres of cleared land. 


John Riddle has one small house and kitchen, and has fifteen acres under fence. 


a half mile from the site. 
Robert M. Jones has immediately on the site a double cabin, built of hewed logs, a small kitchen, and 


His house is occupied as a store. 


His house is about 


about one acre under fence. 


A No. 2. 


Fort Coffee is situated on the south side of the Arkansas river, which, for three miles above the fort, 
is straight, and runs from the southwest. On striking the bluff, or high point of land on which the fort 
stands, it turns and runs nearly north fora mile, bringing the fort directly east of it at that reach. About 
a mile north of the fort the river strikes a hich rock bluff on the north side, and then bends off to the 
eastward, and runs several miles on that course. The fort is situated on a high promontory, which appears 
to make into the river , from there being a large circular cove or gulf in the river, immedi itely above it, 
ae where the force of the current strikes the rock bluff. The first fifty-eight feet of this bluff, above low- 

rater mark, isa perpendicular rock. The surface then rises, on a gradual slope, to the summit of the hill, on 
wie the fort stands, which is four hundred and thirty feet from the extreme point of the bluff, and is one 
hundred and eight feet above low-water mark. The point of land on which the fort stands is narrow, as 
will be shown by the accompanying sketch. About six or seven hundred feet back from the extreme point 
of the rocks the highlands expand into a country which is gently rolling, and for the distance of near 
three-fourths of a mile out from the river is covered with a good timber, consisting of post oak, black 
oak, red elm, hickory, and black walnut. This description of timber extends over all of the highland for 
near a half mile around the fort, when the elm and walnut stop, and the other description of trees above 
mentioned extends for a great distance both above and below. 

About three hundred yards above the fort the river bottom commences and gradually expands to the 
width of a half mile, and soon afterwards to the width of a mile and a half. The first two hundred yards 
of this bottom, bordering on the river, are washed for several miles up the river by the annual floods. 
This space is clean and dry, being free from standing or stagnant pools of water, and in many parts of 
it the soil is sandy. ‘The timber on this space is cottonwood, hackberry, and box elder, with little or no 
undergrowth. From this space back to the highlands the undergrowth is a heavy cane, interwoven with 
vines and briers. The timber consists of large cottonwood trees, black or red oak, cup oak, ash, walnut, 
picon, hackberry, elm, &c. 

On the lower or north side of the fort, and about one hundred yards from it, the river bottom or 
lowlands commences in a very narrow point and gradually expands to ‘the width of a mile. This bottom 
is, for the most part, high and dry, and is covered for the distance of a mile down the river with the 
heaviest kind of cane, and but a very slight portion of this bottom, for miles down the river, is even 
touched by the annual rise, and the soil is extremely rich. The timber in this bottom, for many miles 
down, consists of the black or red oak, cup oak, ash, walnut, hackberry, picon, box elder, &c. 

The timber in both the bottoms above mentioned is, for the most part, of a very large size, and is 
well calculated for being made into shingles and every other description of building materials, for which 
large timber of the kind is required. T he timber on ‘the highlands is, for the most “part, of a tall growth 
for timber of its kind, and is well calculated for house logs. It may be well to mention in this place that 
the most valuable timber of those two bottoms, as is usual to the Arkansas bottoms, does not stand 
thickly on the surface, but is rather scattering. The timber on the highland stands thick. Much of the 
timber immediately around the fort has been used, but there yet remains an ample supply of good timber 
for all necessary purposes of a military establishment. 

It is therefore believed that the timber in the vicinity of the fort furnishes as suitable materials for 
constructing wooden buildings as is usual for any portion of this country to afford. There is no pine 
within several miles of the fort. 
handsome prairie, which is about one mile wide and is upwards of two miles in length. 
gradually rolling, and the rain that falls upon it is carried quickly off, leaving the surface high and dry, 


and it affords an abundant supply of excellent grass for hay. 
There are no springs of water near the fort, but good water can be procured by sinking wells to the 


This prairie is 








Near three-fourths of a mile from the river, at the fort, commences a’ 






































pPPORYE YET aD G YOCOM —_ — a a ae ——— ND 
ne a snanaeuroenas —— | 
i 
| | | 
} 
| { 
| iI 
| | ons 7 ios unin mane URE i] 
| ‘mie ee et z 0 
{ i | SIZ Z Solqy jo ajbod 
| ! | 
{ | | 
| 
/ 
| 
i! —— ‘ 
| ! 52 (4 (lag. wi “4 
| ! ; a AHt,, | 
j | 2 : | 
{ | | 
i} : UOSGI) 10] | 
i 
| iI i 
| | I : | 
| | Is x 
| BS 


buruwibag ayy Ay aueyphuruuibay fs dsupl ay fo pSa ff 
aip pus “Uo Silda 1y SDSMAYMY” p)1te SULOUALI | SY) af MN 


MSO PU “ag 4UY/ Y pin DAM IY] ANLIAS A SIAL) IY) J Mespeitee AG 





dal ly MUAY 1/7 O45 4d {’ AY, f4 


xs c 


i = . UMADISVY AYU J AL JS Aff PPHIY) 
\OUIDY YIIA) / LAY, Y, 






AMZ ff PALM A / fils Mh v of Sf? MING APLIY pl AU APD “Md / ‘4 Ap itdl 





aM /s psi ASMAY J Ut ASG} 44) Ad fe 7} 0 4) 4807 AY) JY Yj ae? ftps 


SA Wh Nua WY JU Pah peely MINAS IYOYN UY ZY buirumeag 











| 
eee "> as | 
SASL “: 
' Z , 1st \ 
>a} ; ; 
i teu | ZINN MAL SU PAU 81 PI) MIN AML ALBY DNAISAL Ad JIVLY DY J 
id 
3 
“ 
a N 
4 IS | 
i sis 
253 
ae 
FiGyd 990 S 318 : 
: MOIS SAY GNSS ALOM 4d GG. Aa . | | | . 1 
ORLaN - 1A TOA — 4A TIN 


i S 

















ov 
oOo 


7 


AFF - VOL. ViUl Ne 


MIL 








LUTON GIOSS 














Site 


sth | 


AS 


e 


H/ Fort 
yy 


Ww 


16 


JS 


¢ 





A 
st 
+ 
— 
= 
. 
pues J 
e 
Si 
tH 
cu 


















MYJHY ) 


Li 
Co 
nN 7 ~ Is Ta) 
— lla on A) Ay on 
ZL 
2 4 
“Sn 1 
<< 
—_ 
as 
na 
Pe _ aa ao) 1s 
a A _ 4 ~ 
- oN — aneel ey NI oD 
Df 
wt lo 
a 
zi + | 
on 
~~ 
~ ae i ~“ I~ — 
= Sa = peel ps ~ pom 
es ia N <I oD 
vA 
= 
~ 
—_ ~~ 
rs < _ et oo 
et —_ -~ — A] fay | lan) 
<4 op) C C"o 
Al 
px C 
a {*) ve 
_——— 
== ———— uUdIpUT 
SM Ny 


&O Lith PAr/ 


Bowe 


Me, a 


(a 


77 











—————EE 


aa 














5 PPL ON - IA 





















































































. ‘. _ —_ 
ee veld WHT s od Yo uanog 
7 | 
——————— = | 
| yrs i= | 
| /2 \ | 
| yo \ | 
| = Ya | 
2 {3 
sie i GE \ | 
} = ) \ | 
| se | wig 
| a f \ | 
| — 4 \ | i 
Mf sity \ 
| = ew reug| 
| E j e 
| = yf 66 os 
| e y), \ NN 
| f \ 
| cn 
| uastng UPA Nek ° 
| 1 igi \ st 
| al - Bee Me NS | 
| ae NY | - “S © 
| Ce ‘Outidg esoyoupe (is, ue . | 
| Oz GI ao . 
| { | ' > | 
| | : 
| ‘® 
| { ¥ > 
| \ x 
4 LY 
| = 
| El rane 
| & ~ ae. gI 
; ee PI Pt A. ~ us Laven | 
Q | 2eTuN YR —- wacyig —jtrg op Peed \ 
= e Soo, 
| a. "987 NY 
| * oN { 
i cae ne 
~— 
6 : 9 
| o | - 
MIE FOuURY IN G6 adtysumo Ry ’ “7% } 
recra gg “WME S{N GS SEAL me M ‘2G 99ueY “Ng drysunoy 
UDISIAO 72 SIIAOU. 4) LE » Dy, ; | 





‘TOA-LAF TIN ai —_ is Se a 

















1838. | FORT ON WESTERN FRONTIER OF ARKANSAS. 977 








depth of eighty or ninety feet. The water which is now used is principally taken from a well about four 
hundred yards distant from the fort, which was sunk hastily in the summer of 1834, which is twenty feet 
deep. Another well has since been commenced on the hill, but is not yet finished, and, under present 
circumstances, will not be, at least for some time. It is fifty feet deep, and furnishes the post with drinking 
water of an excellent quality. 

The red sandstone can be procured in a considerable quantity within one and two hundred yards of 
the fort, and about a fourth of a mile from it there is a tolerably extensive quarry of good stone, and 
within the distance of about a half mile is an inexhaustible quarry of the same kind of stone, which is 
of a good shape and quality for building. 

There is no limestone to be found on the surface for several miles from the fort. 

There are strong indications of stone coal to be seen in several places near the fort, but none has 
been found within less than three or four miles. 

On the opposite side of the river, and about a mile below this point, commences the river bottom, 
which extends about two miles above the fort. It is about a mile wide, and is, with a slight exception, 
high and dry, and is covered with cane and large timber of a good quality. There is one small lake or 
pond in it, but it is so distant as not to affect the healthiness of the fort. 

The bottoms on the side of the river on which the fort stands are also free from stagnant water for 
the distance of two or three miles. 

The highland is gently rolling, and the water from rains is carried quickly off in small rills to the 
river, leaving the surface dry, insomuch that there is no apparent cause for producing sickness 

Since the establishment of this post in the summer of 1824 three men have died of the prevailing 
discases of the country. One of them died in the summer of 1835, one in the summer of 1836, and the 
other in the beginning of the present month. They were all recruits, and had not become acclimated. 
There is at this time one man in the hospital slightly sick of fever, and three or four others have been 
sick during the present season. This post has thus far been considered more healthy than any other point 
on the river, or in any part of the surrounding country. 

The undersigned, after taking into consideration everything in relation to this post, are of the opinion 
that it is a good site for a large fort, provided it be constructed in a form to suit the ground; but if 
that should not be done, there is a much more extensive and level spot of land situated about five hundred 
yards from the river and directly back of the fort, which is sufficiently extensive to admit of the con- 
struction of a fort upon it of a very large size and of any form that may be desired, as will be seen from 
the enclosed sketch. 

Jolin Jones and Anderson Perry, Choctaws, have jointly three small houses, and have about twenty 
acres of land under fence. Charles, a colored man, has also, adjoining the same, a small house and about 
three acres under fence. All of the above named are within three-fourths of a mile of the fort, and there 
are no other settlers within four miles of the post. 


Fort Smith is situated on the south side of the Arkansas river, and is immediately below the mouth 
of the Poteau. The river at this point runs north ten degrees east for several miles. The ground which 
is the best calculated for a military site is about fifty or sixty feet above low-water mark. There is from 
this point a handsome view of the river, and the site, in a military point of view, is naturally good. The 
highland around Fort Smith, as well as the river bottom, contains pools of standing water. The best 
timber, for miles around the place, has been cut. Stone can be procured in the river banks by blasting. 

This point, we presume, is too well known to the department to require a minute description. The 
Poteau, for several miles up it, during the summer months, has a still, sluggish current, and resembles a 
large mill-pond, and is very much of that character. 





A No. 4. 


The Mazzard bluff is on the south side of the Arkansas river, It is about thirty-five feet above low- 
water mark, but gradually ascends, within the distance of one hundred yards, to the height of about fifty 
or seventy feet, at which point is the most eligible position for a fort. It overlooks the river for many 
miles up and for some distance down. 

The timber around the site is post oak, and red and black oak, the latter being much the most abun- 
dant, and of a very tall and luxuriant growth, and is well calculated for house logs. The post oak on the 
same space is also tall and of a good size for building 

About two hundred yards above the site commences the river bottom, in a narrow point, which 
gradually expands to the width of about a mile, the lower part of which is usually passed over by the 
annual floods, and was covered by the flood of 1833 to the depth of twenty feet. A small creek empties 
into the river the lower part of the bottom. We went about half a mile into the swamp, and for that dis- 
tance we found the timber to be principally cottonwood, intermixed with maple, box elder, hackberry, &c., 
and no undergrowth. We were told by our guide that a short distance further than we went into the 
bottom commenced a heavy growth of cane, and that the black and cup oak of a large size were to be 
found dispersed thinly over the bottom. 

About a mile below the site the river bottom commences, and extends many miles down. The timber 
in this bottom is said to be of the same kind as that in the upper bottom, with ash, walnut, &c. 

Near the site commences a post oak flat, which extends on a southwest course to the distance of 
about a half mile; that flat contains many hills or lumps, which are from one to three feet high, and are 
from twenty feet to fifty yards across the base, and all the remaining space is flat, and covered with water 
in the winter and spring months. A portion of this flat even retains water during the greater portion of 
the summer. On those flat places there is little or no vegetation growing, except a short plant resembling 
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a ground moss, which covers much of the wet space. This description of land extends around the site 


from south to northwest. 

That portion of the country being around the site from south t 
water being carried off in small rills, leaves that part of the country dry, and entirely free from standing 
water, back to a creek, which is about half a mile distant, which passes around the site in a circular form, 
from southwest to east, where it empties into the river, within a fourth of a mile of the site. This creck 
for a fourth of a mile has soft muddy banks, and is filled with still water from the river at every rise for 
the distance of a mile or a mile and a half up it; and while in this state it resembles an extensive mill- 


o northeast is gently rolling, and the 


pond, and is precisely of that character. 

The ground immediately around the site slopes towards the river, and there are several small rills 
which take off the water that falls on the surface during heavy rains. 

The bayou, which circles around the northeast corner of the tract of land on which the site is, has a 
wide flat on each side of it, on which water stands during the spring and early part of the summer, This 
space is covered with the water oak, ash, hackberry, and other timber of a small size common to wet 
places, and the undergrowth is thorns, briers, &c. Pine can be procured within seven miles of this bluff. 

The red sandstone can be procured in the river banks, and in a quarry about a fourth of a mile east 
of the site. 

Stone coal has been found in great abundance about half a mile cast of the site, on what is supposed 
to be public land. 

There is a small spring of water two hundred yards west of the site, which is said to run during the 
greatest droughts. The stream is small, and rises in a low piece of ground near the river, This spring 
does not produce a sufficiency of water to supply a military post, but good water can be procured by 
digging wells. 

The timber extends about three-fourths of a mile to the southwest, where it comes to the prairie. 

The timber near the river commenced its growth about seventy years ago, and has since progressed 
to a width diverging above and below the site to a considerable extent. 

The prairie nearest to the site commences within three-fourths of a mile of it, and extends several 
miles on a course from southwest to northeast, and affords a tolerable grass for hay. That part nearest 
to the site is low and boggy, but does not contain pools of water. 

The bottom on the opposite side of the river is said to be about three miles in width. The under- 
growth is cane and briers, timber, cottonwood, black and red oak, ash, &c. In this bottom are several 
small lakes or lagoons of stagnant water, some of which contain water through the greater part of the 
summer. 

There is no limestone within many miles of the site. 


ort Corres, September 30, 1837, 

Sir: Upon entering the duty assigned us of selecting a military site to which the garrison at Fort 
Gibson is to be removed, we have to labor under considerable embarrassments by not knowing better 
than we do the views of the departinent in relation to the general plan of defence, or the contemplated 
military operations and arrangements to be made on the western frontier of Arkansas. Therefore we 
beg the indulgence of giving a brief sketch of our own views of the subiect, hoping, at the same time, 
that, in the remarks we may adduce, we will not be considered as being oflicious or obtrusive in the 
matter. 

In the first place, we are decidedly of the opinion that a large body of troops should be kept in the 
immediate vicinity of where Fort Gibson now stands, or even further west, if practicable. But owing 
to the difficulty of the navigation above that place, we know that it would be impracticable to place a 
large body of troops any further west than that point. There the troops would, if necessary, be able to 
keep in check the disaffected Creeks. They would also be able to prevent war between the Creeks and 
Osages, or the Cherokees and Osages, which will most assuredly occur just as soon as the troops are 
removed from Fort Gibson. Again, the troops at that point would prevent collision from arising between 
the resident Cherokees and that portion of tue nation yet to be removed, which is strongly to be appre- 
hended, the Cherokees now in this country claiming the land west of Arkansas as belonging to those who 
occupy it at this time. 

The good counsel and advice which a proper commander of a military post can give, and the influence 
which he is enabled to exert over Indians, has a most valuable effect, and often prevents the occurrence 
of difficulties which otherwise might arise, and which might require millions of money to allay. 

The government of the United States has euaranteed to the Creeks, Cherokees, Choctaws, and other 
tribes, a military protection, which they confidently expect, and which should be given to them; and that 
protection cannot be given them so weil in any way as from a military post in some central point in the 
Indian country. Such we consider Fort Gibson. It is in the Cherokee nation, within four miles of the 
Creek nation, is sufficiently near to the Osage nation to guard and protect them, and at the same time to 
keep them in subjection and prevent their aggressions on other tribes. 

We would next place a considerable force at Fort Coffee. At that point the troops would, if necessary, 
give protection to the State of Arkansas, and would at the same time co-operate, when necessary, with 
the agent of the Indian department in the enforcement of the “intercourse law.” They would at the 
same time command the river; and that point is the best for troops to enforce the “intercourse law,” it 
being within the Indian country, and sufliciently removed from the line of Arkansas for the troops to be 
untrammelled in the exercise of their military operations by State restrictions. 

Having now given a brief view of our plan of defence for the country on the Arkansas, we will con- 
fine ourselves more immediately to the “instructions” of the War Department, which seem to contemplate 
a removal of all the troops on the Arkansas to a point below Webber’s falls; in which case we recom- 
mend the Pheasant bluff, as being a good site for a military establishment of any size which would 


probably ever be necessary. 
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One consideration which governs the board in the selection of the Pheasant bluff for the site of a 
new fort is, that independent of its being a point more immediately within tie pale of the instructions 
of the War Department than any other point, it is, in the opinion of the board, as central a position as 
can be selected, under the instructions, to the great civilized tribes residing on the western frontier, 
which in their opinion is a very desirable object. 

All the tribes residing most contiguous to the State of Arkansas, namely, Cherokees, Choctaws, 
Creeks, Chickasaws, and Senecas, have a provision in their treaties that the United States will protect 
them in their new country, and in future time, against all foreign invasion and domestic strife. Conse- 
quently, to give them the protection contemplated in the existing treaties, either against a foreign enemy 
or domestic strifes that may arise, it is necessary that a military force for that purpose should be kept at 
a point, or at different points within the Indian country, from which the troops could be moved in the 
shortest time possible to any point in either of those nations. As it would be impracticable to place 
troops in each one of those nations, and as it appears to be the object of the government of the United 
‘States to accomplish the object. of protection and defence from one grand military depot, it is desirable 
that depot should be as near the centre of the country as possible, where their principal action would be 
required. Such is deemed by the board to be the case with the Pheasant bluff. It is forty miles within 
the Indian country, or rather, west of the State of Arkansas. It is immediately on the north border of 
the Choctaw nation, and is about thirty-five miles east of the Creek nation, forty or fifty miles northeast 
of the Chickasaws, and near one hundred miles from the Senecas and Osages, the Cherokee nation inter- 
vening. From this point the troops could be thrown in a very short time into either of the four first- 
named nations. 

The presence of a large body of troops in the centre of the Indian country will have a very salutary 
effect on the minds of the Indians, in keeping down local feuds that might arise among them, and in 
giving a timely check to any hostile movements towards the whites that might possibly arise in some of 
the most unsettled and dissatisfied tribes. The presence of even a small military force has a powerful 
effect in keeping down dissaffection among the Indians, and to insure peace in all the tribes it is abso- 
Jutely necessary that a military force be kept in some central position within the Indian country. 

With regard to the Cherokees, Choetaws, and Chickasayys, the United States have no danger to 
apprehend from either of them, Nothing could induce either of these tribes to engage in a war with the 
people of the United States, short of the most outrageous oppression being practiced upon them, such as 
would make life even a torment. Even if they had the disposition, they have not the ability to war 
with the United States, and they are perfectly sensible of the fact. They know that they could not gain 
anything in a war with the Union, and they will not run the risk of being conquered, lest they might in 
that event be driven from their comfortable homes, and required from necessity to take to the wilds of 
the west, which result the most of the people of those tribes are just as badly prepared to bear as the 
whites would be. It should be remembered by those of the whites who believe or pretend to believe 
that the tribes in question would, in case of a war with the States, easily run their families to the western 
wilds, that those people are not prepared for such a manner of life; that they have now been in the habit, 
for generation after generation, of living in good houses; and that near one-half of their women and 
children are just as effeminate and as illy prepared for such a mode of life as the whites are themselves. 

Furthermore, those tribes may be considered as being civilized and agricultural people. They have 
around them almost as many of the essential domestic comforts of life as the whites. Consequently the 
idea of war is to their imaginations just as appalling and horrible as it could be to any portion of the 
whites. Such, however, is not so much the case with a number of the Creeks. They are generally much 
less civilized, and many of them have had their minds soured against the people of the United States; 
and a portion of that nation might, no doubt, be induced to enter a war on much more slight grounds 
than any of the tribes above mentioned; consequently the presence of the troops is absolutely necessary 
to overawe and keep them in subjection. Leave them entirely to themselves, and they might, and in all 
probability would, become troublesome. 

It is strenuously urged by some of the people of Arkansas that the troops should be located within 
that State in order to protect the people from Indian aggressions, There are but very few of them, 
however, who are sincere in the belief that they have any just grounds to appreend danger from the 
Indians. If there are any who are so unfortunate as to be in dread of Indian aggressions, they should 
recollect that the two great and civilized tribes, the Cherokees and Choctaws, are immediately between 
them and those that they could only have the very least ground to fear, Those two tribes alone would 
afford them more protection than two or three military posts would do within their State. 

Those tribes, in case of a war on the western frontier, cannot remain neutral. They would go with 
the United States, and of course would become involved, in common with the whites, in the war, and 
oppose any approaching war party to their country from the west just so soon as it would enter their 
dominion, Again, a war party in passing through either of those nations would have to subsist them- 
selves by robbing the inhabitants, which would of itself be a cause of war. 

Let the troops be withdrawn from the Indian country and there will be a general and serious mani- 
festation of displeasure on the part of nearly all of the Indians on this frontier with whom the United 
States have been in the habit of holding treaties, or rather the emigrant tribes. They will contend that 
the United States have not carried out the provisions of the existing treaties between them and the States. 
There is seareely anything that would tend to alienate the feelings of the Indians from our government 
more than the withdrawal of military protection from them. Another matter to be recollected is, that if 
the troops are removed from the Indian country and placed in the State of Arkansas, the Indians will 
suppose that they have been piaced there rather to guard against them than to give them the protection 
required in the treaties. 

If the principal military post should be established at the Pheasant bluff, the board would respectfully 
suggest the pfopricty of establishing a small post on the Arkansas river, within the State, say at Mazzard 
bluff, or at Fort Smith, which two points we consider to be very nearly on a par with regard to health, 
and the military position of the two places bear a strong resemblance to each other. The Mazzard_ bluff 
has a greater abundance of timber and stone, and has around it more public land, than there is at Fort 
Smith; but at that point troops could do little or nothing in the way of enforcing the “intercourse law,” 
and consequently would be of no kind of service to the government The troops stationed at that point 
would serve out enlistment after enlistment without being of the slightest benefit to the government. 
Therefore Fort Smith would be the best of the two points so far as regards an immediate usefulness to 
the government; it being immediately on the line of Arkansas, the “intercourse law” could be enforced, 
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which could not be done at Mazzard bluff. Yet, from the appearance of the country around both of those 
places, we are very clearly of the opinion that neither of them is he: althy; but we know that it is sometimes 
necessary for the ‘public good to place troops even at unhealthy points. They cannot, therefore, complain 
of being placed at whatever point the public interest may require their services. Fort Smith and the 
Mazzard bluff, as regards health, are much on a par; so that we are unable to determine which of the two 
points would be the 1 most healthy, believing both of "them to be sickly. Yet they are, in our opinion, the 
best points that can be selected on the river for some distance down it, particularly on the south side, 
our examination having been confined in that region entirely to the south side of the river. A post 
established at either of ‘the last mentioned sites should be constructed with quarters for one or two 
companies; it should have block-houses or bastions at the diagonal corners, so that it could be defended 
principally with artillery, and by the inhabitants of the country in case of necessity. Its area should be 
unusually large for a garrison of two companies, in order to give room for the inhabitants, should any 
occasion arise in which it might be necessary for them to take shelter from any enemy, which, however, 
is very probable would never become necessary. 

In this work should be stored an ample supply of arms and all kinds of munitions of war, from which 
the militia of the country could soon be armed and equipped for service. Such a fort, it is to be hoped, 
would in some measure quiet the clamor of the people of the western part of Arkansas on the subject of 
forts, and would stop in a great measure the unnecessary and improper inter‘erence of the people of that 
State with the proper and necessary arrangements of the War Department in its general plan of defence 
of the western frontier, which interference has already tended greatly to thwart the operations of the 
department on this import: ut subject. 

Should that course, however, be deemed by the department unnecessary or improper, and it be deter- 
mined on to have but one military post on the Arkansas, and the Pheasant bluff be considered too remote 
from the State of Arkansas, the board would respectfully recommend that the main garrison be placed at 
Fort Coffee, which is eight and a half miles and three hundred and twenty-eight yards, on a straight line, 
west of the State of Arkansas. At that point the troops would be sufficiently near the State to act in it, 
provided any action should ever be required of them. They would also be prepared to act at any time in 
either the Choctaw or Cherokee nations, they being within the Choctaw nation, and only se parated from 
the Cherokee nation by the Arkansas rive The troops at that place could be employed in the enforce- 
ment of the “intercourse law.” They would be convenient to the agent of the Indian department, and 
would be at all times ready to co-operate with him in the enforcement of the law, which cannot be done so 
conveniently and so efficiently at any other point on the river. They would be within fifty-five miles of the 
Creek nation, and about seventy miles from the Chickasaws. The soldiery would be out of the reach of 
the contaminating and destructive influence of a portion of the border inhabitants of the State of 
Arkansas, which has invariably been felt to an injurious extreme by all the troops that have ever been 
stationed within the limits of that Territory or State. 

One strong reason why the troops should be placed in the Indian country, and without the jurisdiction 
of a State is, that the government of the civil and military is so different that the two cannot well exist 
in the same vicinity; the milits ary being governed in an absolute and imperative form, while the civilians 
are governed by a ‘democratic form of cov ernment, or more by self-will. The influence exercised in such 
cases by the civilians over the soldiery often tends to produce acts of insubordination in the latter, which 
is destructive of military discipline. "This influence, however, could only be expected to be exerted by 
the lower order of citizens. 

Another matter which is, in the opinion of the board, worthy of the serious consideration of the depart- 
ment, is that if the main military post should be placed on the line of Arkansas, or even a short distance 
within the State, the Indians would find their way to it with articles of produce for sale, which they 
would be apt to sell for less money than the whites would be willing to sell the same articles for, which 
would induce the whites, as is too often their practice, to insult and abuse the Indians, in order. to get 
clear of their competition in the market. This will as surely be the case as that the parties come together. 
The consequence will be that the worst of feeling will be engendered between the parties. 

Again: the troops being placed within the State of Arkansas for the avowed purpose of giving the 
protection asked for, the people would consider themselves safe and secure from the Indians. The aban- 
doned and disorderly portion of them would at once commence their lawless aggressions on the persons 
and property of the Indians. They would steal and kill their stock, and trespass upon them in various 
ways, calculated in their nature to arouse the Indians to acts of violence in self-defence, which might 
ultimately result in very serious consequences; whereas if the troops are kept within the Indian country, 
with the clear understanding that their duties are to be performed in the mutual protection and punish- 
ment of both parties, and they knowing that their future welfare would depend upon their conduct towards 
each other, each party would bs more respectful towards the other, and consequently would use circum- 
spection in their intercourse; without which, difficulties of a serious nature would be apt to arise between 
them. 
The great western military road has been marked to cross the Arkansas river at Fort Coffee; but if 
the government should wish to establish the post at Pheasant bluff, the road can be changed to pass over 
ground equally as good, and possibly nearer Fort Towson, to which point it is contemplated to run it. 

WiLLIAM WHIS TLER, Jreutenant Colonel ith Infantry. 
JOHN STOUT, Captain Tth Infantry. 


Major General Macoms, Commander-in-chief U.S. Army, Washington D. C. 





Fort Corrrer, December 15, 18387. 


Sir: In obedience to your letter of the 14th of October last, we have examined the country on the 
Arkansas river, for several miles below the State line, for the purpose of selecting a site for a large 
military post within the State of Arkansas; in the course of which examination, we find but three eligible 
points within thirty miles of the line, the whole of the remaining part of the country on the river, for at 
least that distance down, having been, in the year 1833, overflowed to the depth of from one to twenty- 
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five feet, and in many places to a considerable distance back. Those points are as follows: the first is 
Fort Smith, which is immediately on the line; next is the point at the mouth of Lee’s creek, which is five 
miles below the line by the river; and the Mazzard bluff, which is about twelve miles below the line by 
the river, and about seven by land. 

The Mazzard bluff is a good military site, but it being intended to place the troops within the State, 
for the express purpose of protecting the people of the State of Arkansas from Indian aggressions, it is 
necessary that the military post should cover as many of them as practicable; therefore the Mazzard site, 
even if it was the best of the three in other respects, is too low down the river, as a large settlement on 
each side of the river, including two towns, those of Van Buren and Fort Smith, would be kept between 
it and the Indian settlement. }'urthermore, the Mazzard site, as mentioned in our last report, is considered 
to be not more healthy than Fort Smith; and in the course of cutting down the trees, and exposing the 
wet places to the action of the sun, it is to be supposed that it would become still more unhealthy, while 
the vicinity of Fort Smith being divested of all of the heavy timber, and the surface being covered with 
a flourishing young growth of trees, which will not necessarily have to be cut down, will continue to 
improve in point of health. Under these considerations, we have thrown the Mazzard out of the question. 

The point at the mouth of Iee’s creek would cover a much greater portion of the people than that of 
the Mazzard, but it will not cover all of them, being five miles by the river below the line; and even if it 
did cover the whole of the settlement on the river, there are some strong objections to the site, in a military 
point of view: one is, the uncertainty of procuring water on a point so elevated, and so near to the brink 
of a great precipice. It is true that cisterns might be sunk of sufficient capacity to contain a sufficient 
supply of water for the use of the troops, but not for stock. Another objection to that site is, that it is 
too elevated and difficult of access. The trouble and inconvenience of realizing stock, such as work 
horses and oxen, at so great a distance, and on roads so steep as those at this place must necessarily be, 
would be very great; and if dragoons should be stationed there, that inconvenience would be still more 
seriously felt. Another serious inconvenience attending this place would be the difficulty of hauling 
supplies from the river to the site, owing to its great elevation. With those considerations we will drop 
this point, and will next take up Fort Smith, which is, however, by no means clear of objections. In the 
first place, we are not entirely sure that it will not be sickly, but as it has been for some years past 
improving in point of health, as shown in our description of the place, we are led to indulge the expecta- 
tion of a continuance of its healthiness. Another slight objection to that place is, that the rise or 
elevation is not quite as great as might be desired, and the space on which the fort would be placed is 
not as level as it should be, or as could be desired; we consider it, however, after taking everything into 
consideration, our instructions, as well as the wishes of the people of the State, to be the best site for the 
establishment of the contemplated military post, and do therefore respectfully recommend that the vew 
fort be erected within the State of Arkansas, as indicated by your instructions, and that it be placed near 
the site of Fort Smith, and on the premises at present owned and occupied by Captain John Rogers. It 
will then be immediately on tie line, and within the State of Arkansas, where it will cover the settle- 
ments cn both sides of the river, and will leave no portion of the people on the river in a situation to 
justify a complaint that they are uot covered by a military post within the State. 

Another matter worthy of some consideration is, that by placing the post immediately on the line and 
on the river, the troops will be enabled in some measure to enforce the intercourse law, which they could 
not do so well lower down. 

We have the honor to be, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servants, 
WILLIAM WHISTLER, Lieutenant Colonel Tth Infantry. 
& JOHN STUART, Captain Tth Infantry. 
Hon. J. R. Pornserr, Secretary of War. 


B No. 1. 
Site at the mouth of Lee’s creek. 


The point of highland at the mouth of Lee’s creek is on the north side of the Arkansas river, about 
five miles below Fort Smith, and about one and a half mile above Van Buren. It is the south end of a 
considerable mountain, which terminates abruptly at the river and on Lee’s creek, ranging parallel and 
close to the river for the distance of one and a half mile, and about one mile on the creek. This ridge or 
mountain runs back on a northeast course for many miles, becoming higher as it leaves the river. 
Immediately at the point, and a little below the mouth of the creek, the summit of the hill is tolerably 
level, and the surface smooth, to an extent sufliciently great to give ample room for the erection of an 
extensive military establishment. A square of four or five hundred feet can be got by levelling about six 
feet—or, in other words, by taking off about that depth of clay from the highest point within that space. 

The height of the bluff from the river edge at the mouth of the creek to the site is four hundred feet 
and six inches, according to a measurement which we had by means of a well-constructed plumb-level. 
The face of this rise on the side of the river, as well as on the creek, is extremely precipitous. The rocks 
in some places at the summit of the precipice are perpendicular, at other places there are brakes and 
winding ways among the crags and piles of stone, through which persons on foot can with great care, and 
by holding on to the rocks and shrubs, ascend and descend from the bottom to the top. We were told 
that horses had at some partictlar point ascended it; but from the appearance of the bluff, one would 
suppose it to be impossible for a horse to ascend it in its present condition. A cannon placed on the 
brink of this precipice cannot be so depressed as to rake the face of the hill. A man standing twenty 
yards back from the brink can barely see the edge of the water on the opposite side of the river, and can- 
not see the creek when he is even twenty feet back from the brink. At the site the river can only be 
seen at a great distance above and below—that part of the river, being immediately abreast of the site, 
being obscured from view at that point for near a mile both above and below. 

The scenery from the extreme point of this precipice is seldom surpassed, either in extent or beauty 
of appearance. A birdseye view of the country from north, round by south, to northeast, can be had to 
the distance of twenty miles at one glance, and without changing the position more than to turn the head. 
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The land on this hill is poor, and the timber on it consists entirely of black jack, black oak, and post 
oak, which stand thickly on the surface, and is of a very short and stunted growth, and is calculated for 
little else than fence rails and for fuel. The timber above the mouth of Lee’s creek consists of the cup 
oak, red oak, ash, and other timber commen to the Arkansas bottom, which would have to be hauled near 
a mile, and that, too, across the creek, either by means of a boat or bridge, which would have to be con- 
structed for the purpose, and would then have to be hauled up a steep and rocky road. There is no timber 
below the mouth of the creck of that kind within several miles of the site; and that description of timber 
is absolutely necessary for making shingles, Xe. 

There is an abundant supply of red sandstone to be found in almost every direction; but there is no 
limestone near the site that we could hear of. 

There is one spring, about a half mile from the site, which is said to run during the whole of the 
summer. Another spring was pointed out to us, within a fourth of a mile of the site, which runs during 
re are no crecks or large braneh on the hill for the distance of 


the winter and spring months only. The 
some miles from the site. 

No wells have been dug On the hill, and it is therefore impossible 
cured by digging or not. The spring that was shown to us nearest to the site rises in a flat place near 


{ 


to say whether water can be pro- 


the top of the mountain. It is supported by rains that fall on the surface and sink. 

About a fourth of a mile up the creek from the site the ill slopes off towards the creek in such a 
manner that a road could be made, though with much labor, that would be passable for horses, and even 
for teams; which road would make a communication between the site and the creek, within about the 
distance of a half mile, or near it. In making this road much digging would be required, and extensive 
masses of stone would have to be removed; and the road would even then be steep. A little further on 
the same direction a road might be got to the creek, on a much more gradual slope, which would strike it 


about a mile and a half distant from the site. 

The road marked on the enclosed sketch, crossing the mountain from Van Buren to the present 
crossing of Lee’s creek, passes within a half mile of the site. This road, on leaving Van Buren, ascends 
the side of the mountain, over rocks and steep points, for the distance: of about six or seven hundred 
yards, when it reaches the summit of the mountain, and then passes over a level space for near a mile, 
when it begins tu descend, by a long and mach more gradual slope, to the creck, which it crosses about a 
mile and a half from the site. A road might be, with much labor and expense, cut in the side of the hill 
from the site to the river; and might, by taking it along the side of the hill to the distance of five or six 
hundred yards, be rendered passable, and suitable for all military purposes on that side of the site. It 
could not, however, be commanded or covered by guns trom thie site; and it is doubtful whether it could 


be covered from any other point on the hill. 

There is a narrow pass of a few yards in width along the river, and at the base of the hill, extending 
from Van Buren round to a point on Lee’s-creek, north of the site, and where the point of the mountain 
comes directly to the creck, which ean now be passed over by horses all of that distance. There is a 


good point on the river for a ferry, about a half mile below the site. Directly opposite the site is an 


extensive sand-bar, extending from above the mouth of Lee’s creck some distance down the river. 

Lee’s creek, near the mouth, appears to be about thirty yards wide, and it is of precisely the same 
character and description of the Poteau. Its banks are soft and miry, as is also the bottom. It is 
backed up by the Arkansas, at every rise of that river, to the distance of some miles, when it has the 
appearance and character of a mill-pond, and when that takes place in the summer, it is said that its 
water is stagnant, and that it is usually covered with a scum, aud when in that state it must be unhealthy ; 
but whether its deleterious effects would reach the top of the hill or not, is beyond our @bility to determine. 
Various accounts have been given respecting the settling of the foes on this hill; some say that they do 
settle there, and are often seen there, when they cannot be discovered below. The country in the vicinity 
of the site, from the north round by south to northeast, is low and flat, and contains some pools of 
stagnant water, as is the case on all parts of the Arkansas bottom. 

There is no apparent cause on the hill to produce sickness; but whether the site would be healthy or 
not is out of our power to determine, 

There are but very few persons living on the mountain near the site, and none have been there long 
enough to prove the health of the place. Van Buren, situated on the river about a mile and a half below 
the site, and directly at the foot of the mountain is considered to be oue of the most sickly places in the 


country. 
The few families settled above the mouth of Lee’s creek (it is said) have been sickly this last 
season. 


WM. WHISTLER, Zieulenant Colonel Tth Infantry. 
JOHN STUART, Captain Th Infantry. 


B No, 2. 


The site at Fort Smith is on the south side of the Arkansas river, and about three hundred yards 
below the Poteau. It is on a rising piece of ground, about two hundred yards from the Arkansas river, 
and about fifty yards cast of the Choctaw line, and entirely within the State of Arkansas. It is supposed 
to be about fifty feet above the level of the river, and commands a tolerably good view of it. At any 
rate, it is sufficiently so to command it. Tt will require about six or seven fect to be taken off to form a 
level of five hundred and sixty feet long and four hundred and sixty-two feet wide, whicli can be easily 
extended to a greater distance each way. The soil is soft and light, and there will be no stone to remove. 
The country back from the site for some distance is nearly flat, over which run some small sluggish 
rills. The surface is broken very much by small hillocks, which are peculiar to the prairie and flat 
highland of this country, having in time been prairies. Around and between those small hillocks the 
surface is flat, and the water from rains stands on it, until it is evaporated by the sun and atmosphere. 
On some of those small flats, which are usually but a few steps wide, the water stands during a good 
portion of the summer; and they are calculated, in their nature, to produce sickness, and will always do 
so when they are exposed to a direct action of the sun. But those places near Fort Smith are at this 
time in a great measure excluded from a strong action of the sun, by being shaded by a heavy or thick 
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growth of young oaks, which have grown around them within a few years. This description of country 
extends about a half mile back from the site, when the land becomes more rolling and dry. 

The timber back from Fort Smith consists of post oak, black or red oak, and black jack. It is usually 
of a large size for timber of that kind on high land; there is also some black hickory. Nearly all of the 
suitable timber for building purposes has been cut off for the distance of more than three-fourths of a mile 
back from the site; there is, however, within that space, some timber yet remaining, which can be con- 
verted into building materials, and there is suflicient timber within that distance to supply a large fort 
with fuel for many years. The old timber, near a half mile around the site, has been nearly all consumed. 
It was, for the most part, cut by the troops many years ago, and the space has since become covered 
with young trees, which are in diameter from four te ten inches, and are from twenty-five to thirty feet 
high, and stand as thick on the dry places as it is possible for them to grow. 

The point at Fort Smith was first occupied by the rifle corps under the command of Major Bradford, 
in the year 1816. He built Fort Smith, and occupied the position until in the winter of 1822, when five 
companies of the 7th regiment of infantry were removed to that point, where they remained about two 
years; during which time they cut, for the repair and increase of quarters and for fuel, nearly all of the 
remaining timber on the land, for near half a mile back, by which means the small pools of water above 
mentioned became exposed to a direct ray of the sun, and were consequently rendered sickly. 

The rifle corps, during: the time it was stationed at Fort Smith, lost, out of something upwards of 
one hundred men, only one by death, and had very little sickness among them at any time. 

The five companies of the seventh infantry lost several men by death during the first year after they 
went there; and the second summer that they were there, the sickness and deaths among the troops was 
most alarming. The troops were removed from that place in April, 1824. One or two families continued 
to live on the point after the troops removed, and in the year 1835 there were several families living 
there, and in the spring of that year a company of the Tth regiment of infantry was placed there. An 
unusually high flood came in the river in the month of June, and after it subsided, both the troops and 
the citizens suffered extremely from sickness, particularly the troops; every man of the company was 
sick during that summer and fall, and a number of them died. The people were, however, extremely 
sickly that season on all parts of the Arkansas, and, in fact, all over the country. The company was 
removed from Fort Smith in the early part of the summer of 1834. The people that remained there, 
amounting to about one hundred persons, have enjoyed good health ever since the year 1833, and this 
last season they have enjoyed much better health than has been enjoyed by any equal portion of people 
in the country, living either on the river or removed from it; and the place, for the two or three years, 
has had the character of being healthy. The appearance of the country around the place, however, is 
strongly indicative of sickliness; but we are of the opinion that it is about as healthy as any other point 
that could be selected for a military site below the line, and it may possibly prove to be as healthy as 
any other point on any part of the river; at any rate, we consider it freed from two causes of disease 
common to nearly all parts of this country, on being newly settled: first, the fallen and decayed timber 
has either entirely decayed or been burned up; secondly, the heavy and tall forest has been cut off it; 
the sun has had its full influence on the wet land, which may, in some manner, have changed its character; 
and the surface has become again covered with a new and thrifty growth of young trees. 

The Poteau is a sluggish stream, and is backed up by almost every rise of the Arkansas to the 
distance of several miles, and is an unhealthy stream, having the appearance of a mill-pond. But the new 
site being three hundred yards from it, we are inclined to think that its deleterious effects will not reach 
it in such a manner as to produce any very serious evil, and we are supported in this opinion by others, 
in whose opinion we have much contidence. 

The land that Captain Rogers offers in his first proposition to sell to the United States communicates 
with the 16th seetion of the township at about the distance of three-fourths of a mile from the site, which 
section has on it an abundant supply of good timber, and the land belongs to the government of the 
United States, having been reserved for school purposes. 

Pine can be procured at some distance up the Poteau, within the Choctaw nation. 

Good stone can be procured in the east bank of the Poteau at its mouth and for some distance up it. 
There is also a good quarry of stone on the land contained in Captain Rogers’s first proposition, and not 
more than a mile distant from the site, and there is a good level road between the two places. There is 
no limestone near the site. The soil appears to be well calculated for making brick. 

There are no spring's of water at or near Fort Smith, but water of an excellent quality can be easily 
procured by digging wells. 

Including one hundred yards of space, mentioned in Captain Rogers’s proposition, together with the 
point belonging to the Choctaw nation, there will be five hundred yards of space open on the Arkansas 
river, and applicable to military purposes, 

WILLIAM WHISTLER, Lieulenant Colonel Tth Infantry. 
JOHN STUART, Captain Tth Infantry. 


P.S.—Captain Rogers’s first proposition, as mentioned above, is intended to mean that portion of 
land which he offers to sell for the sum of fifteen thousand dollars. 
IS 
Ue. We 


If the commissioners selected for the purpose of locating the garrison should select the site on the 
bluff below Lee’s creck, they can have four hundred and sixteen acres and sixty-nine hundredths for 
fifty thousand dollars, ‘ 

: J. D. McGEE. 


ic; 
Ieapquarrers Seconp Devarrment, Western Division, Fort Gibson, December 29, 1837. 
Sir: LT have the honor to report, for the information of the government, that it has been hinted to me 
that Captain John Rogers, the proprietor of the land at Fort Smith, has proceeded to Washington city 
of late. If he has done so, I am of the opinion it is with the object of inducing the government to pur- 
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chase only a portion of the land he holds at that place for a military establishment, and to retain the 
balance for a town or village. On this subject I have only to remark that no part of the limited quantity 
of land held by Captain Rove rs at Fort Smith (being, as I underst: ud, about seven hundred acres) can be 
retained by him, if Fort Smith is selected for a military esti \blishment, without great prejadice to the 
public interest. Independent of the land being wanted, (as Captain Rogers only owns about four or five 
hundred yards on the Arkansas river,) a town or village so near a military establishment would be a 
great inconvenience and nuisance. 
I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 


M. ARBUCKLE, Brevet Brigadier General United States Army. 


Brigadier General R. Jones, Adjutant General, Washington City. 


Dd. 


HeapquaRTERS SEVENTH Inrantry, Fort Gibson, June 6, 1833. 

Sir: I had the honor on the 29th ultimo to receive your letter of the 26th April last, in which you 
require my opinion as relates to the utility of a military station on Red river further west than Fort 
Towson, with the object of giving protection to the Indians removing from the east of the Mississippi to 
the west of Arkansas Territory, and what posts ought to be established or held for the defence of this 
frontier, and to secure to the Indians the protection our government is pledged to afford them. 

I would remark, in reply, that [am of the opinion that a military post ought to be established on 
Red river, as far west as the mouth of the False Wachitta, or as near to that point as a suitable position 
can be had. The navigation in the Red river is reported to be generally good for keels or light steam- 
boats above the raft as far west as the mouth of the False Wachitta, or near to it, from about. “the month 
of February to June or July ; yet, in the latter part of the summer and fall, boats of the highest class 
could not usually navigate the Red river, particularly above the mouth of the Kiamichi. 

The garrison of Fort Towson, I am of the opinion, is too far west to be of material advantage in protect- 
ing the frontier of Arkansas Territory, and too far east to afford the best protection to the Indians settling 
to the west of it ; and independent of the increased protection a garrison at the mouth of the False 
Wachitta, or near to it, would give to the Choctaws, it is believed that the Chickasaws, who are also to 
remove to the west, will obtain from the Choctaws, for their nation, a tract of country on the Blue Water 
and False Wachitta. They cannot procure other lands north of the Red river that they would live on, and 
without recollecting their treaty with the United States, I presume that they are to be protected in their 
new homes by the government. 

I do not believe a position could be occupied which would be better calculated than this to preserve 
peace and good order between the Indian tribes settling in the country west of the Arkansas Territory 
and the State of Missouri, as far north as to include the waters of the Arkansas river ; yet, to insure this 
object, the force at this point must at all times be respectable, and kept in a condition for active and 
efficient service. It is true, as the Creek country is entirely to the west of this fort, that it would give 
their new settlements additional protection, if a ‘military post was established on the Arkansas river , at 
the mouth of the Red Fork, and another on the north fork of the Canadian, about the same distance w est. 
I apprehend, however, that there would be much difficulty and expense in supporting garrisons at those 
points, as the navigation of the Arkansas river cannot be relied on, at any season of the year, above the 
mouth of the Ver ligris ; yet in the spring, and particularly between May 20 and June 8, there is almost 
every year a rise for ten or twelve days, which would admit of keels or small steamboats asce nding as 
high as the Red Fork. The Canadian, it is believed, cannot be navigated above the mouth of the north 
fork at any season of the year, and this fork is said to have many falls in it; still it is possible that, in 
the spring or early part of summer, keel-boats, or pe rhaps light steamboats, could ascend 1t as far west as 
the position referred to on the Arkansas river, which is seventy or seventy-five miles west of this point. 
Yet this must be regarded very uncertain ; and in preference to the establishment of so many small 
posts, under so many disadvantages, I am of the opinion that a respectable command, marching through 
the prairies to the west for a few months in each year, would probably be more beneficial. A great 
object, however, would be gained by having a post further west than this or Fort Towson, to enable the 
commands sent into the prairies to obtain subsistence stores. 

I have no doubt a good road can be had from this post to the mouth of the False Wachitta, by cross- 
ing the Canadian at the junction of the north fork and the south fork of the Canadian, a shgrt distance 
from its mouth. ‘These are believed to be the only streams, except the Arkansas river, that will require 
the use of ferry-boats at any time. There are no mountains to cross, and the way generally is very 
favorable for a good road, which could be conveniently opened, as a great part of the way will be through 
prairies and open woods, and possibly the extent of the prairies will be the greatest objection to it. This 
road ought to be made for military purposes, provided a post is established on Red river, near to the 
mouth of the False Wachitta, and the road from this post to Fort Smith ought to be improved ; and it is 
my opinion that a stron, work is re quired at Fort Smith, or in that vicinity, to give security to the fron- 
tier of Arkansas Territory. This is the position in which most can be done to restrain the tribes from 
acts of hostility against each other, as well as to restrain them from going to war with the U nited States 
Yet should any circumstances have the effect to unite them in acts of hostility against our citizens, a 
strong work at Fort Smith, or in that vicinity, furnished with a suitable supply of arms and ammunition, 
would greatly add to the security of Arkansas Territory. 

The present site of Fort Smith is too contracted, as the lands are held by an individual within a few 
paces of it, where a number of stores and dram shops are established, much to the annoyance of the 
garrison ; and, unless the government should think proper to purchase a suitable quantity of Jands around 
Fort Smith, 1 would recommend the removal of the garrison from that position. I have the honor here- 
with to enclose a sketch of the reserve that I regard necessary at this post for military and public purposes. 
A less number of acres might answer, if the country was better timbered ; and I advised the quarter- 
master general on the 29th of April last of what is indispensably required, provided this post is regarded 
permanent. 

The report of Lieutenant Colonel Maury, (after his return from the west,) a copy of which I will do 
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myself the honor to transmit you, I doubt not will furnish much additional information connected with 
the subjects to which this communication relates. 
I have the honor to be, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 


M. ARBUCKLE, Commanding Seventh Infantry. 


Major General ALEXANDER Macoms, General-in-chief, Washington City. 





E. 
Forr Stu, Arkansas, September —, 1837. 


GENTLEMEN : This point having been spoken of, among many others, as a suitable site for the erection 
of the contemplated new garrison, and having been informed that a report is in circulation that an 
exorbitant price would be asked for the land, in the event of the government expressing a wish to 
occupy it, which report I have thought might in some degree, (if at all desired,) prevent an offer being 
made or any attempt to purchase. 

Under these circumstances, and in order to do away any further misrepresentations about it, I now 

beg leave, through you, to make an offer of my possessions here tor that purpose, to wit : 
The west fractional half of section 8; the southeast quarter of section 8; the west fractional half of 
section 17; the northeast quarter of section 17; the southwest quarter of section 9; the northwest quarter 
of the northeast quarter of section 20; the west half of the southeast quarter of section 17; the northwest 
quarter of the southeast quarter of section 9; the east half of the southeast quarter of section 17; and the 
southwest quarter of the southeast quarter of section 9. All in township 8 north, range 32 west, contain- 
ing 836 acres. Which land, or any part of it that may be required for military purposes, I now tender 
through you to the government, and for which I am disposed to take what may be considered a fair and 
reasonable price, and shall be ready at any time to receive the proposals of any authorized agent appointed 
to make a purchase, 

I will only further remark that I design laying off a town immediately at this point, preparatory to a 
sale of lots. The object, therefore, in making this communication, is to give the government an opportu- 
nity of securing the site before I entirely put it out of my power to accommodate them. I would here 
also beg leave further to apprise you that a memorial, signed by some eight or nine hundred of the 
inhabitants bordering on this frontier, has lately been sent on to Congress, praying for the location of the 
garrison to be made at this particular point. 

I have the honor to be, gentlemen, with much respect, your obedient servant, 


JOHN ROGERS. 


Colonel WuistLeR and Captain Srvarr, U. S. Commissioners to select site for garrison, &c. 





Wasuincton Crry, February 10, 1838. 


Sir: Since my visit to you of this date I have concluded to make another offer to the government for 
the site at the mouth of Lee’s creek for the new garrison on the Arkansas frontier. My proposition to the 
commissioners, as well as I now recollect, was to give four hundred acres for the sum of $50,000. I now 
propose to give three hundred acres, including the site, and to select it in such way as to suit the govern- 
ment, for the sum of $20,000; and, besides, I have no doubt that a quarter adjoining, one hundred and 
sixty acres, will be given by Colonel Dennison, or sold for a bare sum to repay him for the original price, 
not to exceed $1,000. 

I shall learn his determination in some four or five weeks. The balance of the township is public 
land, with the exception of a few sections, including the town of Vankim; and I hereby bind myself to 
carry and make a perfect title for the sum above mentioned if selected by the government. 

J. D. McGEE. 

Hon. J. R. Pornsert, Secretary of War. 





Fort Gtsson, October 11, 1837. 


GentiemMeN: I will sell Mazzard bluff for $10,000, or I will abide the decision of two men, one appointed 
by the Secretary of War, and one by myself; and should they not agree, they two to appoint a third 
man. 

Mazzard bluff is situated on the Arkansas river, contains not less than 262 acres, or more than 270. 
The title is indisputable. It is owned by Doctor De Camp and myself, but I am fully authorized by him 
to convey it. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
J. H. BAILEY. 


Lieutenant Colonel WuistLer and Captain Stuart. 








25rH Concress. | No. 789. [2p Session. 
COLONEL Z. TAYLOR’S ACCOUNT OF THE BATTLE WITH THE SEMINOLE INDIANS NEAR 
THE KISSIMMEE RIVER, IN FLORIDA, ON DECEMBER 25, 1837. 


COMMUNICATED TO THE SENATE FEBRUARY 21, 1838. 


DepartMeNT oF War, February 20, 1838. 


Sir: In obedience to the resolution of the Senate of the 14th instant, I have the honor to transmit 
herewith a copy of Colonel Taylor’s official report of the action of the 25th of December last between the 
troops under his command and the Seminole Indians. 


VOL. VII 124 e 
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As it has been supposed that some expressions contained in that report cast unmerited censure upon 
the Missouri volunteers, I avail myself of the occasion to remove so erroneous an impression. The patriotic 
feelings which led these brave men to volunteer their services in Florida, and to leave their homes to 
engage in a campaign against the Indians, were duly appreciated by the President and by this depart- 
ment; and, in their opinion, the pledge thus given to the country has been amply redeemed. The fact 
that they broke and retired in disorder under the murderous fire of an enemy as advantageously posted 
as if they had been behind regular entrenchments, is not stated to disparage the character or the efforts 
of the young soldiers. The heavy y loss they susts rined in killed and wounded affords sufficient proof of the 
firmness with which they advanced upon the enemy under a galling fire. t was not expected that 
their unaided efforts could drive the enemy from his stronghold; "and the gallant manner in which they 
led the attack contributed, no doubt, to the success of the day. I may be permitted to say that no blame 
can rightly be attached to the gall: int officer who commanded the troops on that occasion for placing the 
volunteers in the front rank of the action. The ene my occupied a position that could not be turned, and 
from which he could only be driven by the utmost efforts of the regular forces. The task of storming such 
defences could not be intrusted to the volunteers; nor would an experienced officer rely upon irregular 
trvops to form the reserve, as on the steady conduct of this force the fate of the action often depends; and 
on all occasions it is, or ought to be, composed of the choicest and best disciplined troops of the army. _ If, 
therefore, the volunteers were to be brought into action at all, they were placed alone where they could 
do good service by commencing the action as skirmishers; and their conduct on that occasion was all 
that could be expected from undisciplined troops, who, for the first time, find themselves in so trying a 
situation. 

Very respectfully, your most obedient servant, 


J. R. POINSETT, 
Hon. R. M. Jouyson, President of the Senate. 


Heapgvarters First Bricapr, 
Army south of the Withlacoochee, Florida, Fort Gardner, January 4, 1838. 

Sm: On the 19th ultimo I received, at this place, a communication from Major General Jesup, inform- 
ing me that all hopes of bringing the war to a close by negotiation, through the interference or mediation 
of the Cherokee delegation, was at an end, Sam Jones, with the Mickasukies, having determined to fight 
it out to the last, and directing me to proceed, with the least possible delay, against any portion of the 
enemy I might hear of within striking distance, and to destroy or capture him. 

After leaving two officers and an adequate force for the protection of my depot, 1 marched the next 
morning, with twelve days’ rations, (my means of transportation not enabling me to carry more, ) with the 
balance of my command, consisting of Captain Munroe’s company of the 4th artillery, total 85 men; the 
Ist infantry, under the command of Lieutenant Colonel Davenport, 197 strong; the 4th infantry, under 
the command of Lieutenant Colonel Foster, 274; the 6th infantry, under Lieutenant Colonel Thompson, 
221; the Missouri volunteers, 180; and Morgan’s spies, 47; pioneers, 30; pontoniers, 13, and 70 Delaware 
Indians, making a force, exclusive of officers, of 1,032 men. The greater part of the Shawnees having 
been detached, and the balance refusing to accompany me, under the pretext that a number of them were 
sick, and that the remainder were without moccasins. 

I moved down the west side of the Kissimmee, in a southeasterly course, towards Lake Istopoga, for 
the following reasons: 1. Because I knew that a portion of the hostiles were to be found in that direction; 
2. If General Jesup should fall in with the Mickasukies, and drive them, they might attempt to elude him 
by crossing the Kissimmee, from the east to the west side of the peninsula, between this and its entrance 
into Okeechobee, in which case I might be near at hand to intercept them; 3. To overawe and induce 
such of the enemy who had been making propositions .o give themselves up, and who appeared very slow, 
if not to hesitate, in complying with their promises on that head, to surrender at once; and lastly, I 
deemed it advisable to erect block-houses and a small picket work on the Kissimmee for a third depot, 
some forty or fifty miles below this, and obtain a knowledge of the intervening country, as I had no guide 
who could be relied on, and by this means open a communication with Colonel Smith, who was operating 
up the Caloosahatchee, or Sanybel river, under my orders. 

Late in the evening of the first days’ m: ich I met the Indian chief Jumper, with his family and a 
part of his band, consisting of fifteen men, a part of them with families, and a few negroes, in all sixty- 
three souls, on his way to give himself up, in conformity toa previous ’ arrangement I had entered into 
with him; they were conducted by Captain Parks and a few Shawnees. He (Parks) is an active, intel- 
ligent h alf- breed, who is at the head of the frie ndly Indians, both Shawnees and Delawares, and who I 
had employed to arrange and bring in Jumper and as many of his people as he could prevail on to come 
in. We encamped that night near the same spot; and the next morning, having ordered Captain Parks 
to join me and take command of the Delawares, and having despatched Jumper in charge of some Shaw- 
nees to this place, and so on to Fort Frazer, I continued my march, after having sent forward three 
friendly Seminoles to gain intelligence as to the position of the enemy. 

About noon on the same day | sent forward one battalion of Gentry’s regiment, under the command 
of Lieutenant Colonel Price, to pick up any stragglers that might fall in his way; to encamp two or three 
miles in advance of the main force; to act with great circumspection, and communicate promptly any 
occurrence that might take place in his vicinity important for me to know. About 10 o’clock p. m. I 
received a note from the colonel stating that the three Seminoles sent forward in the morning had 
returned; that they had been at or near where Alligator had encamped, twelve or fifteen miles in his 
advance; that he (Alligator) had left there with part of his family four days before, under the pretext 
of separating his relations, &c., from the Mickasukies, preparatory to his surrendering with them; that 
there were several families remaining at the camp referred to who wished to give themselves up, and 
would remain there until we took possession of them, unless they were forcibly carried off that night by 
the Mickasukies, who were encamped at no great distance from them. 

In consequence of this intelligence, after directing Lieutenant Colonel Davenport to follow me early 
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in the morning with the infantry, a little after midnight I put myself at the head of the balance of the 
mounted men, joined Lieutenant Colonel Price, proceeded on, crossing Istopoga outlet, and soon after 
daylight took possession of the encampment referred to, where I found the inmates, who had not been 
disturbed. They consisted of an old man and two young ones, several women and children, amounting 
in all to twenty-two individuals. The old man informed me that Alligator was very anxious to separate 
his people from the Mickasukies, who were encamped on the opposite side of the Kissimmee, distant 
about twenty miles, where they would fight us. I sent him to Alligator, to say to him, if he was sincere 
in his professions, to meet me the next day at the Kissimmee, where the trail 1 was marching on crossed, 
and where I should halt. 

As soon as the infantry came up, I moved on to the place designated, which I reached late that 
evening, and where I encamped; about 11 o’clock p. m. the old Indian returned, bringing a very equivocal 
message from Alligator, whom he stated he had met accidently; also, that the Mickasukies were still 
encamped where they had been for some days, and where they were determined to fight us. 

I determined at once on indulging them as soon as practicable. Accordingly, the next morning, 
after laying out a small stockade work for the protection of a future depot, in order to enable me to 
move with the greatest celerity, I deposited the whole of my heavy baggage, including artillery, &c.; 
and having provisioned the command, to include the 26th, after leaving Captain Munroe with his com- 
pany, the pioneers, pontoniers, with eighty-five sick and disabled infantry, and a portion of the friendly 
Indians, who alleged that they were unable to march further, crossed the Kissimmee, taking the old 
Indian as guide, who had been captured the day before, and who accompanied us with great apparent 
reluctance in pursuit of the enemy, and early the next day reached Alligator’s encampment, situated on 
the edge of a cabbage-tree hammock, in the midst of a large prairie; from the appearance of which, and 
other encampments in the vicinity, and the many evidences of slaughtered cattle, there must have been 
several hundred individuals. ° 

At another smali hammock, at no great distance from Alligator’s encampment, and surrounded by a 
swamp, impassable for mounted men, the spies surprised an encampment, containing one old man, four 
young men, and some women and children. One of the party immediately raised a white flag, when the 
men were taken possession of and brought across the swamp to the main body. I proceeded with an 
interpreter to meet them. They proved to be the Seminoles, and professed to be friendly. They stated 
that they were preparing to come in. They had just slaughtered a number of cattle, and were employed 
in drying and jerking the same. They also informed me that the Mickasukies, headed by A-bi-a-ka, (Sam 
Jones, ) were some ten or twelve miles distant, encamped in a swamp, and were prepared to fight. 

Although I placed but little confidence in their professions of friendship, or their intentions of com- 
ing in, yet I had no time to look up their women and children, who had fled and concealed themselves in 
the swamp, or to have encumbered myself with them in the situation in which I then was. 

Accordingly, I released the old man, who promised that he would collect all the women and children 
and take them in to Captain Munroe, at the Kissimmee, the next day. I also dismissed the old man who 
had acted as guide thus far, supplying his place with the four able warriors who had been captured that 
morning. 

These arrangements having been made, I moved, under their guidance, for the camp of the Mickasu- 
kies between two and three p.m. We reached a very dense cypress swamp, through which we were 
compelled to pass, and in which, our guides informed us, we might be attacked. After making the 
necessary dispositions for battle, it was ascertained that there was no enemy to oppose us. The army 
crossed over and encamped for the night, it being late. During the passage of the rear, Captain Parks, 
who was in advance with a few friendly Indians, fell in with two of the enemy’s spies between two or 
three miles of our camp, one on horseback, the other on foot, and succeeded in capturing the latter. He 
was an active young warrior, armed with an excellent rifle, fifty balls in his pouch, and an adequate pro- 
portion of powder. This Indian confirmed the information which had previously been received from the 
other Indians, and, in addition, stated that a large body of the Seminoles, headed by John Co-hia, Co-a-coo- 
chee, and no doubt Alligator, with other chiefs, were encamped five or six miles miles from us, near the 
Mickasukies, with a cypress swamp and dense hammock between them and the latter. 

The army moved forward at daylight the next morning, and after marching five or six miles reached 
the camp of the Seminoles on the border of another cypress swamp, which must have contained several 
hundreds, and bore evident traces of having been abandoned in a great hurry, as the fires were still 
burning, and quantities of beef lying on the ground unconsumed. 

Here the troops were again disposed of in order of battle, but we found no enemy to oppose us, and 
the command was crossed over about 11 a. m., when we entered a large prairie in our front, on which 
two or three hundred head of cattle were grazing, and a number of Indian ponies. Here another young 
Indian warrior was captured, armed and equipped as the former. He pointed out a dense hammock on our 
right, about a mile distant, in which he said the hostiles were situated and waiting to give us battle. 

At this place the final disposition was made to attack them, which was in two lines ; the volunteers 
under Gentry and Morgan’s spies to form the first line in extended order, who were instructed to enter 
the hammock, and in the event of being attacked and hard pressed, were to fall back in the rear of the 
regular troops, out of the reach of the enemy’s fire. The second line was composed of the 4th and 6th 
infantry, who were instructed to sustain the volunteers, the 1st infantry being held in reserve. 

Moving on in the direction of the hammock, after proceeding about a quarter of a mile, we reached 
the swamp which separated us from the enemy, three-fourths of a mile in breadth, being totally impas- 
sable for horse, and nearly so for foot, covered with a thick growth of saw-grass, five feet high and about 
knee deep in mud and water, which extended to the left as far as the eye could reach, and to the right to 
a part of the swamp and hammock we had just crossed, through which ran a deep creek. At the edge of 
the swamp all the men were dismounted, and the horses and baggage left under a suitable guard. 
Captain Allen was detached with the two companies of mounted infantry to examine the swamp and 
hammock to the right, and in case he should not find the enemy in that direction, was to return to the 
baggage, and in the event of hearing a heavy firing, was immediately to join me. 

After making these arrangements I crossed the swamp in the order stated. On reaching the borders 
of the hammock the volunteers and spies received a heavy fire from the enemy, which was returned by 
them for a short time, when their gallant commander, Colonel Gentry, fell, mortally wounded; they mostly 
broke, and instead of forming in rear of the regulars, as had been directed, they retired across the swamp 
to their baggage and horses, nor could they be again brought into action as a body, although efforts 
were made repeatedly by my staff to induce them to do so. . 
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The enemy, however, were promptly checked and driven back by the 4th and 6th infantry, which, in 
truth, might be said to be a moving battery; the weight of the enemy’s fire was principally concentrated 
on five companies of the 6th infantry, which not only stood firm, but continued to advance until their 
gallant commander, Lieutenant Colonel Thompson, and his adjutant, Lieutenant Centre, were killed, and 
every officer, with one exception, as well as most of the non-commissisned officers, including the sergeant 
major and four of the orderly sergeants, killed and wounded of those companies; when that portion of 
the regiment retired a short distance and were again formed, one of the companies having but four men 
left untouched. 

Lieutenant Colonel Foster with six companies, amounting in all to 160 men, gained the hammock in 
good order, where he was joined by Captain Noel, with the two remaining companies of the 6th infantry, 
and Captain Gillam, of Gentry’s volunteers, with a few additional men, and continued to drive the enemy 
for a considerable time, and by a change of front separated his line, and continued to drive him until he 
reached the great Lake Okeechobee, which was in rear of the enemy’s position, and on which their 
encampment extended for more than a mile. As soon as I was informed that Captain Allen was advanc- 
ing, I ordered the Ist infantry to move to the left, gain the enemy’s right flank and turn it, which order 
was executed in the promptest manner possible; and as soon as that regiment got in position, the enemy 
gave one fire and retreated, being pursued by the Ist, 4th, and 6th, and some of the velunteers, who had 
joined them, until near night, and until these troops were nearly exhausted, and the enemy driven in all 
directions. ; 

The action was a severe one, and continued from half-past twelve until after 3 p. m., a part of the 
time very close and severe. We suffered much, having twenty-six killed, and one hundred and twelve 
wounded, among whom are some of our most valuable officers. The hostiles probably suffered, all things 
considered, equally with ourselves, they having left ten dead on the ground, besides, doubtless, carrying 
off many more, as is customary with them, when practicable. , 

As soon as the enemy were completely broken, I turned my attention to taking care of the wounded. 
To facilitate their removal to my baggage, where I had ordered an encampment to be formed, I directed 
Captain Taylor to cross over to the spot and employ every individual which he might find there in con- 
structing a small foot-way across the swamp. This, with great exertions, was completed in a short time 
after dark, when all the dead and wounded were carried over in litters made for that purpose, with one 
exception, a private of the 4th infantry, who was killed and could not be found. 

And here, I trust, I may be permitted to say that I experienced one of the most trying scenes of my 
life; and he who could have looked on it with indifference his nerves must have been very differently 
organized from my own. Besides the killed, among whom were some of my personal friends, there lay 
one hundred and twelve wounded officers and soldiers, who had accompanied me 145 miles, most of the 
way through an unexplored wilderness, without guides, who had so gallantly beat the enemy, under my 
orders, in his strongest position, and who had to be conveyed back, through swamps and hammocks, 
from whence we set out, without any apparent means of doing so. This service, however, was encoun- 
tered and overcome, and they have been conveyed thus far, and proceeded on to Tampa Bay on rude 
litters constructed with the axe and knife alone, with poles and dry hides, the latter being found in great 
abundance at the encampment of the hostiles. The litters were conveyed on the backs of our weak and 
tottering horses, aided by the balance of tiie command, with more ease and comfort to the sufferers than 
I could have supposed, and with as much as they could have been in ambulances of the most approved 
and modern construction. 

The day after the battle we remained at our encampment occupied in taking care of the wounded 
and in the sad offices of interring the dead; also in preparing litters for the removal of the wounded, and 
collecting, with a portion of the mounted men, the horses and cattle in the vicinity belonging to the 


oo? 


enemy, of which we found about one hundred of the former, many of them saddled, and near three hun- 
dred of the latter. 

We left our encampment on the morning of the 27th for the Kissimmee, where I had left my heavy 
baggage, which place we reached about noon onthe 28th. After leaving two companies and a few Indians 
to garrison the stockade, which I found nearly completed on my return by that active and vigilant officer, 
Captain Munroe, 4th artillery, I left there the next morning for this place, where I arrived on the 3lst, 
and sent forward the wounded next day to Tampa Bay with the 4th and 6th infantry; the former to halt 
at Fort Fraser, remaining here myself with the Ist, in order to make preparations for taking the field 
again as soon as my horses can be recruited, most of which have been sent to Tampa, and my supplies in 
a sufficient state of forwardness to justify the measure. 

In speaking of the command, I can only say that, so far as the regular troops are concerned, no one 
could have been more efficiently sustained than I have been from the commencement of the campaign, 
and I am certain that they will always be willing and ready to discharge any duty that may be assigned 
them. 
To Lieutenant Colonel Davenport, and the officers and soldiers of the 1st infantry, I feel under many 
vbligations for the manner in which they have on all occasions discharged their duty; and, although held 
in reserve and not brought into battle until near its close, it evinced, by its eagerness to engage and the 
promptness and good order with which they entered the hammock when the order was given for them to 
do so, (is the best evidence,) that they would have sustained their own characters, as well as that of the 
regiment, had it been their fortune to have been placed in the hottest of the battle. 

The 4th infantry, under their gallant leader, Lieutenant Colonel Foster, was among the first to gain 
the hammock and maintain this position, as well as driving a portion of the enemy before him until he 
arrived on the borders of Lake Okeechobee, which was in their rear, and continued the pursuit until near 
night. Lieutenant Colonel Foster, who was favorably noticed for his gallantry and good conduct in 
nearly all the engagements on the Niagara frontier during the late war with Great Britain by his several 
commanders, as well as in the different engagements with the Indians in this Territory, never acted a 
more conspicuous part than in the action of the 25th ultimo. He speaks in the highest terms of the 
conduct of Brevet Major Graham, his second in command, as also the officers and soldiers of the 4th 
infantry who were engaged in the action. Captain Allen, with his two mounted companies of the 4th 
infantry, sustained his usual character for promptness and efficiency. Lieutenant Hooper, of the 4th regi- 
ment, was wounded through the arm, but continued in the field, at the head of his company, until the 
termination of the battle. 

I am net sufficieritly master of words to express my admiration of the gallantry and steadiness of 
the officers and soldiers of the 6th regiment of infantry. It was their fortune to bear the brunt of the 
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battle. The report of the killed and wounded, which accompanies this, is more conclusive evidence of 
their merits than anything I can say. After five companies of this regiment, against which the enemy 
directed the most deadly fire, were nearly cut up—there being only four men left uninjured in one of them, 
and every officer and orderly sergeant of those companies, with one exception, were either killed or 
wounded—Captain Noel, with the remaining two companies, his own company, “ K,” and Crossmen’s, “ B,” 
commanded by Second Lieutenant Woods, which was the left of the regiment, formed on the right of the 
4th infantry, entered the hammock with that regiment, and continued the fight and the pursuit until its 
termination. It is due to Captain Andrews and Lieutenant Walker to say they commanded two of the 
five companies mentioned above; and they continued to direct them until they were both severely wounded 
and carried from the field—the latter receiving three separate balls. 

The Missouri volunteers, under the command of Colonel Gentry, and Morgan spies, who formed the 
first line, and, of course, were the first engaged, acted as well, or even better, than troops of that descrip- 
tion gencrally do; they received and returned the enemy’s fire with spirit for some time, when they broke 
and retired, with the exception of Captain Gillam and a few of his company, and Lieutenant Blakey, also, 
with a few men, who joined the regulars and acted with them until after the close of the battle, but not 
until they had suffered severely; the commanding officer of the volunteers, Colonel Gentry, being mortally 
wounded while leading on his men and encouraging them to enter the hammock and come to close quar- 
ters with the enemy; his son, an interesting youth, eighteen or nineteen years of age, sergeant major of 
the regiment, was severely wounded at the same moment. 

Captain Childes, Lieutenants Rogers and Flanagan, of Gentry’s regiment, acting Major Sconce, and 
Lieutenants Hase and Gordon, of the spies, were wounded while encouraging their men to a discharge 
of their duty. 

The volunteers and spies, having, as before stated, fallen back to the baggage, could not again be 
formed and brought up to the hammock in anything like order; but a number of them crossed over indi- 
vidually, and aided in conveying the wounded across the swamp to the hammock, among whom were 
Captain Curd, and several other officers whose names I do not now recollect. 

To my personal staff, consisting of First Lieutenant Quartermaster Hill, of the 2d, and First Lieu- 
tenant George W. Griffin, 6th infantry—the latter aide-de-camp to Major General Gaines, and a volunteer in 
Florida from his staff—I feel under the greatest obligatious for the promptness and efficiency with which 
they have sustained me throughout the campaign, and more particularly for their good conduct and the 
alacrity with which they aided me and conveyed my orders during the action of the 25th ultimo. 

Captain Taylor, commissary of subsistence, was ordered to join General Jesup, at Tampa Bay, as 
chief of the subsistence department, and was ordered by him to remain with this column until he, General 
Jesup, joined it. Although no command was assigned Captain Taylor, he greatly exerted himself in 
trying to rally and bring back the volunteers into action, as well as discharging other important duties 
which were assigned him during the action. 

Myself, as well as all who witnessed the attention and ability displayed by Surgeon Satterlee, medical 
director on this side the peninsula, assisted by Assistant Surgeons McLaren and Simpson, of the medical 
staff of the army, and Drs. Hannah and Cooke, of the Missouri volunteers, in ministering to the wounded, 
as well as their uniform kindness to them on ali occasions, can never cease to be referred to by me but 
with the most pleasing and grateful recollections. 

The quartermaster’s department, under the direction of that efficient officer Major Brant, and his 
assistant, Lieutenant Babbitt, have done everything that could be accomplished to throw forward from 
Tampa Bay, and keep up, supplies of provisions, forage, &c., with the limited means at their disposal; 
Assistant Commissaries Lieutenants Harrison, stationed at Fort Gardner, and McClure, at Fort Fraser, 
have fully met my. expectations in discharge of the various duties connected with their department, as 
well as those assigned them in the quartermaster’s department. 

This column in six weeks penetrated 150 miles into the enemy’s country, opened roads, and con- 
structed bridges and causeways, when necessary, on the greater portion of the route, established two 
depots, and the necessary defences for the same, and finally overtook and beat the enemy in his strongest 
position. The results of which movement and battle have been the capture of thirty of the hostiles; the 
coming in and surrendering of more than 150 Indians and negroes, mostly the former, including the chiefs 
Ou-la-too-che, Tus-ta-nug-gcee, and other principal men; the capturing and driving out of the country 600 
head of cattle, upwards of 100 head of horses; besides obtaining a thorough knowledge of the country 
through which we operated, a greater portion of which was entirely unknown, except to the enemy. 
Colonel Gentry died a few hours after the battle, much regretted by the army, and will be, doubtless, by 
all who knew him, as his State did not contain a braver man or better citizen. 

It is due to his rank and talents, as well as to his long and important services, that I particularly. 
mention Lieutenant Colonel A. R. Thompson, of the 6th infantry, who fell in the discharge of his duty, at 
the head of his regiment. He was in feeble health, brought on by exposure to this climate during the 
past summer, refusing to leave the country while his regiment continued in it. Although he received two 
balls from the fire of the enemy early in the action, which wounded him severely, yet he appeared to dis- 
regard them, and continued to give his orders with the same coolness that he wonld have done had his 
regiment been under review, or any other parade duty. Advancing, he received a third ball, which at 
once deprived him of life. His last words were, “‘ keep steady, men, charge the hammock—remember the 
regiment to which you belong.” I had known Colonel Thompson personally only for a short time, aud the 
more I knew of him the more I wished to know, and had his life been spared, our acquaintance, no doubt, 
would have ripened into the closest friendship. Under such circumstances, there are but few, if any, other 
than his bereaved wife, mother, and sisters, who more deeply and sincerely lament his loss, or who will 
longer cherish his memory, than myself. 

Captain Van Swearengen, Lieutenant Brooke, and Lieutenant and Adjutant Centre, of the same regi- 
ment, who fell on that day, had no superiors of their years in the service and in point of chivalry, and 
ranked among the first in the army or nation. Besides their pure and disinterested courage, they pos- 
sessed other qualifications, which fitted them to fill the higher grades of their profession, which, no doubt. 
they would have attained and adorned had their lives been spared. The two former served with me on 
another arduous and trying campaign, and on every occasion, whether in the camp, on the march, or in 
the field of battle, discharged their various duties to my entire satisfaction. 

I have the honor to be, sir, with great respect, your most obedient servant, 
Z. TAYLOR, Colonel, Commanding. 

Brig. General R. Jones, Adjutant General U. S. Army, Washington, D. C. 
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Names of killed and wounded in the engagement of December 25, 1837, with the Indians at Lake Okeechobee 


Florida. 





No. Company. 


Names and rank. 


Killed. 


Wounded. 
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First regiment of infantry, commanded by Lieut. Colonel William Davenport. 


Wood, quartermaster sergeant. ...cccccecccsccrccccccceccccce cece cece conc cccccecces cee ceeseccceees sleccs cece 











Powell, musician...... PPYTTTRTTIT ILRI TTT TTR ret 0 cece cece cece cscccescece o cececelcceeccecces 

Philips and Wilson, privates, Of 6 F 99... ccccccccccccccce coce cccccccccccccecccccc ces cece cece ces ence |ccccccece 2 
Total first infantry...ce cecccecccece cecccecccccs ccccccce ©0010.000000 00.00 8000 Cecececmececce cess cocecs secs .| 4 

Fourth regiment of infantry, commanded by Lieut. Colonel Foster. 

J. Hooper, first licutenant ...cccccesccrcvcsecccscccccccessccecesecvscvsessseees ceccccee Cece cccccccccclcoe-coccccee 1 

Lutz and Stewart, privates ... ccccccsscccecccccs cccccsscccccccccce cece cece Cecccs Coen acccee cecceseces 2 csemedeasae 

Averell, Harney, and Eves, privates......... a Ceeveeccoccsscseestesesos ecccccccccccce deeats cece cocvcciecanseccenas 

Mahony and Dunning, privates 2... ccccccccccccccccccccccce sovces cece ceecee cece cess ces ceeeeeecec cece sees cseseces 


Shipley and Griffith, privates ......s.e0eeeee PETTTITELTTE TTT TTT e Te TTT 
Willis and Johnson, privates,..... sseeseces 


Carr, Coleborn, and Hannah, privates....sccce coscscccccccsccccecs eocccccccccccccere cece cccccccs cece 


Falway, private ....scccsccscocccccccsvoes POOPTETEEETEPOTII TER TTI eTerrr err rere rere rere rer rr errr ee eee 
Shumard, private ..ccccccccccccccccccecs 
O’ Bannon, first sergeant.....ceeeseeeeeees 


POCO REE HHT HEHE SE TEHH THEE SESEEESEEE OES SESE SH EEE! CHEESE 


POO SCO EHH SHEE EE OEE HEEE ET EHEE SEHEEE SETH OHHH E OHSS 


Dougherty and Drager, privates.....ccecccsccceccccccccccesccceccescecccs cece cesses ees cece cecees ee 
Atkins and Whitman, privates. ....ccccccsccccccccrcccccc cece cece cecege sees cccees cocecccceees ee eecees 
POtal TOWLE AN ITY 6 01010. 0:0,0'0c 6.040 06.00 00:00:04 680060 0066-6600. 000006 5000 6060 0500 0000 be008e ces 


Sixth regiment of infantry, commanded by Lieut, Colonel 4. R. Thompson. 


Alexander R. Thompson, lieutenant colonel ....ccccccccereccsccccccccsccccccccc cece cccccecvececcccces 
John P. Center, adjutant 2... cccccccscccccccces cooce PIVTTORIRITELIT TTT E TTT TE Tei Tree 
Sleephack, sergeant Major .....ccecccccccvcccccccsesssess cece veces sees ceccns tees ce eeee eens sesens cece 
BEM VIVALE sicindisccde- c0cceaceecveeee 010100 000008 F000 000s Cocceebees Cocnneseeees este cetese Sogeeeesesee 
Allworth, corporal ....secessceevcevees eoeee coccceccececesces TIITTPTTTTER TTI ETTTeTTeTTe 
Russell, McGillon, and Howard, privates. ......cccccccccccccsccescecccccecscccsec sess cecesscecs seceee 
J. Van Swearingen, captain .........- 60si0b 00400.s Css6eenteccessescoecccooenessecece eee . 


Banks, McDonough, and Swift, privates...... ecvececcoeee 
Beerman, first Sergeant.ceccecccccscccvecccvesccccsssssescess sess cesees cesses seescecees 


Cunningham and Driske, privates........eeceseees PPYTTTIRTTILITITITIR ITI LTTE TILT e rrr) 
Dermody, Holmes, and Kelly, privates ....cccccceccesccsccccccscccececces cece scccces © tocccclcccccccce 

Lamn, McPherson, and Snow, privates ....cccccccsccccccccccccscccccesvces cess ccsecs sescessveceecesslecee cesses 
Stanley and Dakes, privates .....cccccccsscccccccccvcscccsccccscceccees cecrcccrcs ccccccccce esetevasselease cccccees 
William Walker, second lieutemant......ccccccesccccccccccccccccccccecccseesseses ccccccceccs eoceeee 
Wakefield, first sergeant ...ccccccecccccccccccc cece cece cece cece cece cece vecce sc eceee cect ee cc ctee ccecee lees cece tee 
Allen and Cushman, privates .... ccccccccceccccvesecccccececccccecescccesccccesesece ee : 2 


Goffney and Winnecke, privates. ....cscccccccccesceccccecs cess cccses cece cccces sees cece sevces cess eee 


Barnet, Ball, and Van Buren, privates....sscccccsseseees eccceee eevee cccccs Cece cccccccccccccccs cecccc|sovc cece cece 
Dun, Lushon, and Griffiths, privates .....cccccce ccccccccccvccccccc cece cece cccccc ces eee . addnaeedewes 
Gibson, Harley, and Kenmnesy, privates. ....cccccccccccccccccvccccccvcssscescccscecsseees ocewe ceccccccccce 
Hoban and Haganier, privates.....cccccccescccccecccccccceesece sess ceseesseeees eens cece ececes ees eccccleccecccccs 


Francis J. Brooke, first lieutenant...ccecceccccecccccscccccccccccccccccsccce secceccccce cecccecceecces 
Daniels, Foster, and Haddock, privates......scsecccceeceecees ccc cece cccees occ cece cceccecccece toevee 


Kipp, COrporal .ccccccccccccccccccccccevccccc cece cccce ceccees $bi00es60d soeseececesesciaceeece coccecccele 
Keefer, Moran, and Shaw, privates ....00cccccccccccccccccccs secs cccccs cess cesses cece seseeccces cocceelseee 


Spear, Smith, and Baynor, privates ..... PPPeTer TTT Teer errrererreerriere rere rrr er rrr ee rere rere re ee ee 
Curtis, Mahon, and McKay, privates. ......ccssccceccccccccscsce PPIETTMTETTINTITTT TIT eT reer i 
Rogers and McDonald, privates 2... .ccccccccccccccccccsccsccececees sees cccees esse ecereecees eececccssclecscocce doce 
George Andrews, cCaptain.....sseeeee 000 00.00 000000 005e 00000 008s Feces Cone ceccne cece eceees cece peceseleene cece cosy 
Todd, first sergeant. ..ccccccecccccccccecocecccccstocces cece cccceececscccces cess eceeeseccees cccvccccce l 


COO ee See ereeeT Rete eeeeeeeesesesee 


Hatris, private ...cccccccccccccccccecccceccccccccceccoccccccccoes 


Calison, Wilson, and Delaney, privates ..... 0 cecccccccc cece PPOPTTeTeTETITITerirrTerrrer rire errr errr eC 
McKown, Porter, and Connaday, privates ......cccccccsccccccccccccscccecees soessesceresesecccescees 
Fresh, private. cccccccccccccccccvcccceves O0 0000000 0000 0ccec covceecescceescesesc eens c0cces 2008 ceeeee 


Hemmeigs, corporal.....ceccccccccccs 
Wreford, first sergeant ......eeseeeeeee 
Lechance, corporal .....+e0+eeee 


POPP SHH R OS HEE SHEE EE EEE EHET EE SETHE SETH HEHE TEHEHH HEH OOHE BESS 
CO OOOO TEE EE SHEE EEE SERRE EHEE SETHE HEHEHE EE EHEEEHHEEE SEES HESS HESS 


Murtough, Bing, and Hodges, privates..... secccccccccsecccces sessccccccscesssecsssessecseescveseess 
Kearney, Slater, and Rose, privates ...-.ccccccccscccccccccscccesecssceescseeesees sess seseeeceseeeseess 


Total sixth infantry .....cccccccccccccccccccccsecsscvcccesecseseseesccecccceceeeeeees oe 


Mounted infantry, commanded by Captain G. W. Allen, fourth infantry. 


COO OO ee SHH H HERE SH EE OHHH SESE HE HEHETH SEEH HESS EHEHEDEOD 


Little, private....... occ cccccecccecccccs 
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Missouri volunteers, commanded by Colonel Richard Gentry. 


Richard Gentry, COLOME! «0006 cce0cc 000000 cece ceisesecccs cscs ceccse csteccsecsescenseccccccocecssgeceses 
R. H. Gentry, sergeant Major .occeesececccecccccccsccccecesesvececs sess sseses sess sersesesesess sanouee 
Taylor and Drinkard, corporals........s.eeee0 eee 
Carman, Warson, and Harker, privates.....cccccccccccccccccceveccecscceceseessse sess sssesssesseeeess 


Wilkinson and Cottle, privates ....00. coccccccccccccvcccvccceees cesseccveree sees sere eeeeneereeereees 


PCO e eee eer eeer eee eesera seseeseese @eeeeeces eeecccccce oe 
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Names of killed and wounded in the engagement of December 25, 1837—Continued. 
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No. Company. Names and rank. | Killed. | Wounded. 





Missouri volunteers—Continued. | 
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1 3 Vanlandingham, lieutenant... 2.000 cccccevcce sescscccccccccce ecccee 900000 00ccce ceveceecccse cece seeel sauces seeeae 1 
1 3 BEASIN, TTSt GOMBCANE. 0.0.0 0000000600 0050000000 000000 eccces $0001006000 0000 000s cverccecccceeses eecccccece satel oaicehail 1 
1 3 Simmons, private.......cccescece 90inn0eseneeneene Becces eeccsceeee Spsn Wan bens sebeseeees ase seebeeesns 1 a ce cceee 
2 3 Ballinger OA BVAIKINEON, DIVORCES 6 <0 o.0505's0006 scseeosseness essence EebaKnGhas eeeseeasees eT Ty ec 5% veal Q 
5 3 Youngblood, Halsey, and Southard, privates.........+.+00 Sines Saws eeaeue eae eeeeSSesa Sees puede teeeslawexeeeewees 3 
1 4 SURE EMIT: Cosksceoencaes eens oush sean ss saekn ‘ach seeeGoessseekesewordesseSsntncaene Sin Deksibbee lek ceseenens | 1 
1 4 Clarke, private.......c.see0e pussbbeesnenebasedeabsnasessedessiosabereeee 01600 0600000000 0000000000 seseesles dea Seuescul 1 
1 5 PRS COE, CRINON vce os beso wbobsn'sos.osnen 00 ess 'ebh9.bseicdb bee sisoeneseboe ne in ceebseeseswe 600s |enseeeee panel 1 
3 5 Beasley, Davis, and Powers, privates .......0++ esses penehe Seen eeoneweeen beknes Soebaeaneeeeoeusee csbaluseeeess socal 3 
1 7 5 Ss. MORRENE, TICULCRENE. 6.05 oiscswecescceeeccseess PPIETTIPTTITIeTriTTerrrree rere rrrrrr rire re rrr eer eee | 1 
2 7 Parrotand Baphel, Orivates oes issicecsceccscdenccceses os psd andebbeus Saeee wens dene’ Se0eceesece saeeeees l eeeaes es oe | 2 
1 9 JACODS, PTIVALE s <2 000s00 veces cccscccececs covccs Coc cec cree cece cece cece sccce ees ceessecencce wcccccce|ccccce coves | 1 

' Total PASEOUN VOMINECRIS 6 256.005 5500 .w00s09:5500:6000\s, 6005'0000 c6ce es eorenens boned bees beceew 1 | 26 

Battalion of spies, commanded by —. | 

i 1 | ccccccccccccce BOOMLE, QCHNP MAO... - 605000405600 v00v e000 rrerrr err rere iee Sec veeccecene seccecece Coes ceccccccvcceione essen’ 1 

BD lisepeeses-ss05) SAGSE BNO CeOrFCON, TIGULCNODIA . i aissscxins 0000095500606 s 640546 0064640000 2000008605000 0005 seaees onus vecclocceee cece | 2 

{ R: lisesnswacowses PRC, DOTEORD osccescavncasbsseeeesecess0 ppeveee Te Te Ee ee ee i. 1 ieee oe 

1 jeoece occcc cece IE CONDON o0sas cklsebond 640005 Gbo006 Cerrcccccccccce paefeee ETT Ty Ti TITTLE Svibees | Sale wibsiebis oie, H 1 

j a dipeeee ness sake] RENE SNLUMEE bb eb accbavesseeessce sue so08e NebokeSaeees eases seukb=bbaphe nebeeeenen eabeeouees becnrs 1 bs latsiasceipicas 
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| GEO. H. GRIFFIN, First Lieut. Sixth Infantry, Acting Assist, Adjt. Gen’l. 

j Z. TAYLOR, Commanding. 

; 

' 
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STATEMENT OF THE NUMBER OF TROOPS, INCLUDING INDIAN ALLIES, EMPLOYED IN 
THE WAR AGAINST THE SEMINOLE INDIANS IN FLORIDA, AND VARIOUS OTHER 
PARTICULARS CONNECTED WITH THAT WAR. 


COMMUNICATED TO THE SENATE FEBRUARY 21, 1838. 


War Department, February 20, 1838. 


Sir: By a resolution of the Senate of the 29th of December last, this department is required to state: 

1. The number of troops, including allies, which have been employed in the war with the Seminole 
Indians, since its commencement to this time. 

2. The number now in the service. 

3. The authority under and by which allies have been employed, and the terms and conditions upon 
which they do or have served. 

4, The amount of naval force which has been employed upon this service, and whether, and to what 
extent, it has been employed on land. 

5. If steam vessels have been employed, how many, and for what kind of service. 

6. The number of persons employed by the United States that have been killed, or have perished from 
wounds or other causes in the several campaigns. 

7. The entire disbursement made by the United States to carry on this war up to this time. 

8. The probable arrearages now due. 

9. The whole number of Seminole population at the commencement of hostilities. 


10. The number of warriors then. 
11. The number of warriors killed, and the number taken prisoners by the troops of the United States. 


12. The number that has come in and voluntarily surrendered. 
13. The number of warriors who have emigrated. 

14. The number still remaining. 

15. The number of other classes who have emigrated. 


16. The number still remaining. 

17. The probable number of arms possessed by the Seminoles at the commencement of the war. 

18. The sources ffom which they have obtained supplies of ammunition. 

Of these points of inquiry, the Ist, 2d, 6th, 11th, and 12th are answered by the accompanying report 
of the adjutant general to the commanding general of the army, marked A, with as much accuracy as the 
information possessed by the department will allow. 
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The enclosed letter of the Secretary of the Navy, marked B, together with the report of the adjutant 
general, already mentioned, furnish the best information in the possession of the department on the subject 
embraced in the fourth inquiry. 

The 5th inquiry is answered by the accompanying statement, marked C, prepared by the Third 
Auditor. 

Such of the information specified in the 9th, 10th, 13th, 14th, 15th, and 16th points, as could be 
gathered from all the sources accessible to the department, will be found in the report of the Commissioner 
of Indian Affairs, herewith transmitted, and marked D. 

In answer to the 7th inquiry, I have the honor to state that the entire disbursement for the purpose 
therein specified, amounted, at the date of the resolution, to $8,358,955 70, and at this time amounts to 
$1,000,000 more. 

_ In respect to the 8th inquiry, I remark that all the arrearages due at the date of the resolution have 
since been paid. 

In reply to the 3d inquiry, I have the honor to state that no allies have been employed by the gov- 
ernment during the hostilities with the Seminole Indians. 

This department has no means of obtaining the information required by the 17th and 18th inquiries. 

An answer to this resolution would have been given before this time, had the great press of business, 
and the requisite laborious examinations in the office of the Third Auditor, permitted that officer to 
complete at an earlier period the statement respecting the steamboats employed. 

Very respectfully, your most obedient servant, 
J. R. POINSETT. 

Hon. R. M. Jounson, President of the Senate. 





A. 


Apsutant GENeERAL’s Orrice, Washington, January 27, 1838. 

Sir: In compliance with so much of the Senate’s resolution of December 29, 1837, as calls for ‘“ the 
number of troops, including allies, which have been employed in the war with the Seminole Indians, from 
its commencement to this time,” I have to state that the regular force assigned to that service, at first 
inconsiderable, has from time to time been increased to nearly 5,000, and now amounts to about 4,500 
officers and men; but it should not be inferred that the efficient force of the regular army is represented 
by the last-mentioned number, as all the invalids, &c., are included. 

The militia and volunteer force mustered into the service at various periods from the commencement 
of Indian hostilities in Florida is computed to be 15,290, including 900 Indian wartiors. 

“The number of troops now in service” may be computed as follows: 


ee bbs Ech ieee Sid ‘vee eeeeewess --. 4,500 
2. Militia and volunteers, about...... PE Tee eee Tey Te eT ee reer ee eT ic<< 2a 
i I I oo 9 hha ok RSE S ROS ROHS ihe eee phan ease eer rer rT un 100 
4. Indians, about..... eT ee er eee eee ee Re Eee ere ae eee ee TET re Pe ai 178 

ee Re ae BiRae Ret saa Rann eRe Ree whee iid eeen, - aa 


The Georgia mounted yolunteers, under General Nelson, supposed to be 1,200 strong, are not included 
in the foregoing statement, returns and muster-rolls of the same not having been received at this office; 
nor should this force, it is thought, be regarded as so much in addition to the above, (7,633,) for, taking 
into consideration the chances of discharges in other volunteer corps, and the casualties incident to the 
general service in Florida, yet unknown at the War Department, it is possible that the force, as repre- 
sented by the returns now on file, may not be entirely correct. 

In answer to so much of the same resolution as calls for “the number of persons employed by 
the United States that have been killed, or have perished from wounds or other causes in the several 
campaigns,” I have to state, that according to the several reports received at the Adjutant General’s 
office, it would appear that 18 officers and 157 men have been killed in action; of which number 14 com- 
missioned officers and 139 non-commissioned officers and men were of the regular army, 3 officers and 
12 men of the volunteers and militia, and one Indian officer and six warriors as “allies” in the service 
of the United States. The number reported to have “perished from wounds” is ten. The number that 
have perished from “other causes,” (which may include the effects of the climate,) is about 14 commis- 
sioned officers of the regular army, and of the rank and file, it is presumed, a like proportion, which 
cannot at this time be accurately stated. 

The information called for by the same resolution, at the tenth paragraph, expressed in the following 
language: “The number of warriors killed, and the number taken prisoners by the troops of the United 
States, the number that has come in and voluntarily surrendered,” cannot be correctly furnished in such 
manner as will correspond with the precise and varied classification of subjects, concerning which 
particular information is required. The answer to this part of the resolution, therefore, can only be given 
in the language found in official communications, which do not, for the most part, separate and specify 
the several classes of Indians which have, from time to time, voluntarily surrendered, been taken prisoners, 
or otherwise fallen into our hands. i 

Thus, from the various statements and reports received at the Adjutant General’s office, from the 
commencement of Indian -hostilities in Florida, in December, 1835, inclusive of November, 1836, it is 
seen that the number of Indians reported to have been killed is 131; the number of Indians, women, 
children, and negroes, taken prisoners within the same period, 15. The number of warriors cannot be 
separated from the mass, and of course cannot, with any accuracy, be specified. 

It may be proper to remark, there is reason to believe that the number of Indians reported to have 
been “killed,” between the dates above specified, much exceeds the actual number, which, it is supposed, 
could not have amounted to more than 70 or 80. 

In his letter of the 21st of October, 1837, Major General Jesup states that, “my prisoners, since I 
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commenced operations in December last, (1836,) amount to 500 black and red, and about 30 Indians and 
negroes have been killed, by which more than 200 rifles have been silenced.” 

By the reports received from the commanding general in Florida, subsequent to his communication 
of the 2Ist of October, above quoted, it appears that 127 Indians, negroes, women, and children, have 
been taken by the army, 58 voluntarily surrendered, and 14 warriors killed. 

Respectfully submitted. 

R. JONES, Adjutant General of the Army. 


Major General A. Macoms, Commanding-tn-chief. 


Navy Department, February 6, 1838. 


Str: | have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 39th ultimo, and to state, in 
reply to it, that neariy all the naval foree on the West India station has been occasionally employed in 
co-operation with the military forces in Florida since the commencement of hostilities with the Seminole 
Indians, cruising on the coasts of Florida and Cuba for the purposes of preventing supplies to the Indians 
and the removal of property captured by them, and of rendering such aid and succor to the inhabitants 
in that quarter as might be required. The steamers America, Izard, and Major Dade, and the revenue 
cutters Dallas, Washington, Jefferson, and Dexter, were placed under the orders of the commander of the 
West India squadron, (the former being officered and manned from the vessels of the squadron, ) and 
have been actively employed in co-operation with the army. These vessels have been, since the last 
summer, withdrawn from the service, the steamers being turned over to the War Department and the 
revenue cutters restored to the revenue service, at the instance of the heads of the Treasury and War 
Departments. Recently the cutters Jackson and Madison have been placed, by order of the President, 
temporarily under the control of the Secretary of the Navy, and have been ordered to Florida for the 
purpose of co-operating with the army under the direction of Commodore Dallas. 

Several expeditions on land, composed of seamen and marines belonging to the squadron and com- 
manded by officers of the navy, have been undertaken; and Lieutenant Powell, of the navy, with about 
one hundred seamen and ordinary seamen, is at this time, as you are aware, in command of a similar 
expedition, in co-operation with the army. ‘The strength of that portion of the marine corps, under the 
command of Colonel Henderson, employed in Florida, it is presumed, will be shown by the returns on 
file in the War Department. The services rendered by it are too well known to you to require a state- 
ment of them from me. 

I have the honor to be, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 


M. DICKERSON. 


Hon. J. R. Potnserr, Secretary of War. 


iS: 


A statement exhibiting the number of steam vessels employed in the service of the United States, in the war with 
the Seminole Indians, ascertained from accounts settled and rendered at the office of the Third Auditor; 
prepared in pursuance of the resolution of the Senate of the United States of December 29, 1837. 


Steamboat Metamora, chartered June 7, 1836, at $160 per day; employed in transporting troops and 


stores until August 9, 1836. 

Steamboat Metamora, chartered in December, 1836, for the trip; employed in transporting troops and 
stores from Fort Mitchell, Alabama, to the Withlacoochee, for $3,000. 

Steamboat Reindeer, chartered June 10, 1836, at $175 per day; employed in transportation until July 
22, 1836. 

Steamboat Reindeer, chartered September 14, 1836, at $150 per day; employed as above until 
September 25, 1836. 

Steamboat Forrester, 
employed in the service of the United States until July 30, 1837. 

Steamboat Georgian, chartered June 17, 1836, at $200 per day; employed in transporting troops and 
stores up and down the Chattahvochee river until July 18, 1836. 

Steamboat Georgian, chartered October 8, 1836, at $250 per day; employed in procuring wood for 


chartered December 31, 1836, for a month, or longer period, at $3,500 per month; 


steamboats until October 15, 1836. 
Steamboat Polander, chartered June 20, 1836, at $150 per day; employed in transporting troops and 


stores up and down the Chattahoochee river until July 23, 1836. 
Steamboat Charleston, chartered October 7, 1836, at $3,750 per month; employed in transporting 


troops and stores until November 6, 1836. 
Steamboat Charleston, chartered November 6, 1836, at $4,400 per month: employed in transporting 


troops and stores until September 7, 1837. 
Steamboat Mobile, chartered October 11, 1836, at $450 per day; employed in transporting troops and 


stores until October 22, 1836. 
Steamboat Mobile, chartered December 17, 1836, at $465 per day; employed on a voyage from Mobile, 


Alabama, to places in Florida, in transporting troops and supplies until January 11, 1837. 

Steamboat James Boatwright, chartered February 18, 1886, at $300 for the trip; employed in trans- 
porting troops, &c., from St. Augustine, Florida, to Charleston, South Carolina. 

Steamboat James Boatwright, chartered October 8, 1836, at $1,500 for the trip; employed in trans- 
porting horses, mules, wagons, forage, &c., from Charleston, South Carolina, to Jacksonville and Garey’s 
Ferry, Florida. 

Steamboat Santee, chartered January 25, 1836, at $100 per day; employed in transporting troops, 
&c, until February 3, 1836. 
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Steamboat Santce, chartered February 3, 1836, at $2,200 per month; employed in transporting troops, 
&e., until August 3, 1836. 

Steamboat Santee, chartered September 28, 1836, at $1,000 for the trip; employed in transporting 
horses, forage, &c., from Charleston, South Carolina, to Garey’s Ferry, Florida. 

Steamboat Santee, chartered October 25, 1836, at $1,500 for the trip; employed in transporting 
supplies from Savannah, Georgia, to Garey’s Ferry, Florida. 

Steamboat Santee, chartered November 7, 1836, at $2,100 for the trip; employed in transporting 
horses, forage, &c., from Charleston, South Carolina, to Garey’s Ferry, Florida. 

Steamboat Santee, chartered November 13, 1836, at $3,900 per month; employed in transporting 
troops and supplies, &c., until September 13, 1837. 

Steamboat Henry Crowell, chartered October 18, 1836, at $300 per day; employed in the Seminole 
campaign until February 28, 1837. 

Steamboat Hyperion, chartered September 16, 1836, at $300 per day; employed in transporting troops 
and supplies until October 18, 1836. 

Steamboat Hyperion, chartered in May, 1837, at $1,100 for the trip; employed in transporting troops 
from Apalachicola, Florida, to Columbus, Georgia. 

Steamboat Hyperion, chartered July 8, 1837, at $1,200 for the trip; employed in trausporting public 
stores from St. Mark’s to the depot on the Santa Fé river. 

Steamboat Hyperion, chartered August 3, 1837, at $200 per day; employed for similar services until 
August 23, 1837. 

Steamboat Le Flore, chartered September 21, 1836, at $200 per day; employed in the public service - 
until December 26, 1836. 

Steamboat Florida, chartered April 30, 1836, at $1,200 for the trip; employed in transporting troops 
and supplies. 

Steamboat Florida, chartered December 11, 1836, at $100 per day; employed in transporting troops, 
&c., until December 14, 1836. 

Steamboat Florida, chartered March 16, 1837, at $3,000 per month; employed in transporting troops, 
&e., until August 21, 1837. 

Steamboat Anna Calhoun, chartered September 13, 1836, at $300 per day, and $50 per day for her 
three barges; employed in the service of the United States until October 14, 1836. 

Steamboat Anna Calhoun, chartered January 26, 1837, at $400 per day; employed in transporting 
ordnance and ordnance stores until February 12, 1837. 

Steamboat Richmond, chartered March 8, 1837, at $2,400 for the trip; employed in transporting horses, 
&e., from Augusta, Georgia, to Garey’s Ferry, Florida. 

Steamboat Free Trade, chartered March 24, 1837, at $2,300 for the trip; employed in transporting 
horses, &c., from Augusta, Georgia, to Garey’s Ferry, Florida. 

Steamboat Duncan McRae, chartered March 8, 1837, at $2,500 for the trip; employed in transporting 
horses, &c, from Augusta, Georgia, to Garey’s Ferry, Florida. 

Steamboat Congaree, chartered January 21, 1837, at $100 per day; employed in transporting troops, 
&e., from Post’s Ferry to Charleston, South Carolina, until January 28, 1837. 

Steamboat Congaree, chartered in February, 1837, at $1,500 for the trip; employed in transporting 
troops to Garey’s Ferry. 

Steamboat Cincinnati, chartered January 9, 1837, at $2,000 per month; employed in transporting 
troops, &c., from Charleston to Garey’s Ferry, and thence to Volusia, until February 21, 1837. 

Steamboat Cincinnati, chartered June 15, 1837, at $4,000 per month; employed in transporting troops, 
&e., until August 15, 1837. 

Steamboat John McLean, chartered August 1, 1837, at $4,000 per month; employed in the service of 
the United States until September 1, 1837. 

Steamboat Merchant, chartered February 2, 1836, at $450 per day; employed in transporting troops, 
&ce., from Port Pontchartrain to Fort Brooke, Florida, until February 21, 1836. 

_ Steamboat Merchant, chartered March 1, 1836, at $450 per day; employed in transporting troops 
from Mobile to Tampa Bay until March 17, 1836. 

Steamboat Merchant, chartered April 27, 1836, at $8,500 for the trip; employed in transporting troops, 
&c., from Fort Brooke to New Orleans. 

Steamboat Merchant, chartered September 24, 1836, at $450 per day; employed in transporting 
troops, &e., until December 11, 1836. 

Steamboat Merchant, chartered March 24, 1837, at $10,000 for the trip; employed in transporting 
Indians from Fort Brooke to New Orleans. 

Steamboat Merchant, chartered May 21, 1837, at $150 per day; employed in transporting troops, &c., 
from Fort Brooke to Tampa Bay until June 2, 1837. 

Steamboat John D. Morgan, chartered January 25, 1837, at $1,500 per month; employed in the 
service of the United States until March 3, 1837. 

Steamboat Minerva, chartered May 11, 1836, at $150 per day; employed in the service of the United 
States until May 31, 1836. 

Steamboat Minerva, chartered September 16, 1836, at $300 per day; employed in the service of the 
United States until November 29, 1836. 

Steamboat Tomochicki, chartered April 18, 1837, at $275 per day for the first “thirty” days, and 
$225 per day for every day thereafter employed; employed in the service of the United States until 
August 31, 1837. 

Steamboat Watchman, chartered February 3, 1836, at $450 per day; employed in transporting 
troops, &c., from Port Pontcha:train to Fort Brooke until February 20, 1836. 

Steamboat Watchman, chartered, together with one brig and four schooners, February 23, 1836, at 
$22,000 for the trip; employed in transporting troops, &c., from Mobile to Tampa Bay. 

Steamboat Watchman, chartered December 138, 1836, at $450 per day; employed for the transporta- 
tion of troops, &c. 

Steamboat Bonnets O’Blue, chartered in November, 1836, at $500 for the trip; employed in trans- 
porting stores from Mobile to Cedar creek, and back to Mobile. 

Steamboat Comet, chartered in December, 1836, at $800 for the trip; employed in transporting 
troops, &c., from Claiborne, and arms from Fort Stoddard. 
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Steamboat Commerce, chartered June 9, 1836, at $400 per day for the first “ twenty days,” and $350 
for each day thereafter employ ed; used as a ‘tr: usport until July 6, 1836. 

Steamboat Eclipse, chartered December 29, 1836, at $1,400 for the “ first month,” and $1,000 per 
month for each month thereafter; employed until February 28, 1837, to proceed against Seminole 
Indians. 

Steamboat Etiwan, chartered January 27, 1836, at $130 per day; employed in transporting troops 
from Savannah, Georgia, to St. Augustine, Florida, until February 3, 1836. 

Steamboat Etiwan, chartered February 19, 1836, at $1,500 for the trip; employed in transporting 
troops and supplies from Sav annah, Georgia, to Picoli ata, 

Steamboat Etiwan, chartered May 4, "1836, at $1,200 for the trip; employed in transporting troops 
from St. Augustine, Florida, to Charleston, South Carolina. 

Steamboat Etiwan, chartered in January, 1837, at $100 per day; employed aioe days in transport- 
ing troops from from Post’s Ferry to Charleston, South Carolina. 

Steamboat Convoy, chartered September 20, 1836, at $280 per day; employed in transporting troops 
from Apalachicola to Tampa Bay until Septe »mber 30, 1836. 

Steamboat Leon, chartered April 27, 1836, at $6,000 for the trip; employed in transporting troops, 
&c., from Fort Brooke to Mobile. 

Steamboat John Stoney, chartered January 11, 1836, at $60 per day, finding fuel, &c.; employed 
until January 26, 1836. 

Steamboat John Stoney, chartered January 28, 1836, at $3,000 per trip; employed in transporting 
troops, &c., from Charleston, South Carolina, to St. Augustine, Florida. 

Steamboat John Stoney, chartered February 11, 1836, at $1,000 for the trip; employed in transport- 
ing troops, &c., from Charleston, South Carolina, to St. Augustine, Florida. 

Steamboat John Stoney, chartered May 5, 1836, at $1,400 for the trip; employed in transporting 
troops, &c., from Charleston, South Carolina, to St. Augustine, Florida. 

Steamboat John Stoney, chartered August 8, 1836, at $2,300 per month; employed one month for 
similar purposes. 

Steamboat John Stoney, chartered September 8, 1836, at $3,000 per month; employed for similar 
purposes until September 8, 1837. 

Steamboat Cherokee, chartered March 18, 1836, at $1,800 for the trip; employed in transporting 
supplies, &c., from Savannah, Georgia, to Picolata, Florida. 

Steamboat Cherokee, chartered May 3, 1836, at $192 per day; employed in transporting supplies, &c., 
from Savannah, Georgia, to Picolata, Florida, until May 18, 1836. 

Steamboat Cherokee, chartered May 19, 1836, at $1,000 for the trip; employed in transporting troops 
from Savannah to Augusta, Georgia. 

Steamboat Cherokee, chartered August 22, 1837, at $1,215 for the trip; employed in transporting 
troops, &c., from Jacksonville to Garey’s Ferry, Florida. 

Steamboat Tugalo, chartered February 12, 1836, at $1,800 for the trip; employed in transporting 
supplies from Georgia to Jacksonville, Florida. 

Steamboat David Brown, chartered February 3, 1836, at $3,250 for the trip; employed in transporting 
troops and supplies from New Orleans to Tampa Bay. 

Steamboat Irwinton, chartered May 4, 1836, at $1,250 for the trip; employed in transporting troops, 
&c., from Apalachicola to Fort Mitchell. 

Steamboat Dolphin, chartered January 25, 1836, at $1,200 for the trip; employed in transporting 
troops, &c., from Charleston, South Carolina, to St. Augustine, Florida. 

Steamboat Dolphin, chartered February 8, 1836, at $2,750 per month; employed in the service of the 
United States until April 8, 1836. 

Steamboat Dolphin, chartered April 8, 1836, at $2,500 per month; employed in the service of the 
United States for one month. 

Steamboat Dolphin, chartered May 12, 1836, at $1,150 for the trip; employed in the service of the 
United States. 

Steamboat Dolphin, chartered October 20, 1836, at $100 per day; employed in the service of the 
United States until November 5, 1836 

Steamboat Dolphin, chartered November 6, 1836, at $4,000 per month; employed in the service of 
the United States for one month. 

Steamboat Dolphin, chartered December 6, 1836, at $4,000 per month; employed in the service of the 
United States until December 17, 1836. 

Steamboat George Washington, chartered February 15, 1836, at $1,300 for the trip; employed in 
sey serbowe stores from Savannah, Georgia, to Picolata, F lorida. 

Steamboat George W ashington, chartered Febru: ary 26, 1836, at $1,500 for the trip; employed in the 
service of the United States. 

Steamboat Meridian, chartered September 26, 1836, at $450 per day; employed in transporting 
troops, &c., from New Orleans to the waters in Florida, and continued in the service of the United States 
one hundred and four days. 

Steamboat American, purchased June 10, 1836, for $13,000. 

Steamboat Southron, afterwards called the Major Dade, purchased June 28, 1836, for $13,500. 

Steamboat Yallo Busha, afterwards called the Lieutenant Izard, purchased July 4, 1836, for $11,000. 

Steamboat General Marion, purchased November 1, 1836, for $15,000. 

Steamboat New Brighton, afterwards called the Poinsett, purchased in August, 1837, for $27,000. 


RECAPITULATION. 


Forty steam vessels, as per list above, found to be “chartered” since the commencement of 
hostilities by the Seminole Indians, were generally employed in the transportation of troops, military 
stores, provisions, horses, mules, Indians, &c. 

In addition to the services rendered by the foregoing steam vessels, employed under charter, the 
same and many other steam vessels were used and paid freight for purposes similar to the above. 

PETER HAGNER, Auditor. 

Treasury Department, Z'hird Auditor's Office, February 16, 1838. 
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D. 


War Department, Office of Indian Affairs, January 6, 1838. 


Sir: In obedience to your direction, I have the honor to submit a report on those parts of the 
resolution of the Senate of December 29, 1837, which have been referred to this office. 

The whole number of the Seminole population was estimated, at the commencement of hostilities, at 
3,000. No return of the number of warriors was made at that time, but assuming in this as in other 
cases every fifth one to be a warrior, it may be stated at 600. Of the 3,000, 407 have been removed: 
males of ten years and under twenty-five, 41; of twenty-five and under fifty, 71; over fifty, 19; of other 
classes, 276. 

In a letter from Lieutenant Casey, dated October 16, 1837, the whole number of the population is 
represented to be 5,000; of the warriors, 1,485. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, ; 
C. A. HARRIS, Commissioner. 
Hon. J. R. Pornserr, Secretary of War. 
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APPLICATION OF MARYLAND FOR THE ESTABLISHMENT OF A NATIONAL FOUNDERY AT 
HAVRE DE GRACE, IN THAT STATE; OF RICHARD B. ALEXANDER, OF ONE AT FOUR- 
MILE RUN, IN ALEXANDRIA COUNTY, DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA; OF MISSISSIPPI, FOR 
A MILITARY DEPOT AT COLUMBUS, IN THAT STATE; AND OF ARKANSAS, FOR AN 
ARSENAL AND SUNDRY FORTIFICATIONS IN THAT STATE. 


COMMUNICATED TO THE SENATE FEBRUARY 21, 1838. 
A. 


Resolutions of the general assembly of Maryland, in relation to the establishment of a national foundery at or 
near Havre de Grace, in said State. 


BY THE SENATE. 
Fesruary 8, 1888. 


Whereas the President of the United States, in his late annual message, did recommend the estab- 
lishment of a national foundery; and whereas it is important to the people of these United States, and of 
the State of Maryland in particular, that said foundery should be established in a central and convenient 
position; and whereas, in the opinion of this legislature, the town of Havre de Grace, in this State, pos- 
sesses those advantages in an eminent degree, being situated at the head of the Chesapeake bay, and at 
the termination of the tide-water canal, now nearly completed, which, by its connexion with the great 
works of the State of Pennsylvania, unites the waters of said bay with the waters of the Mississippi river 
and its tributaries, passing through one of the richest mineral regions in these United States, thereby 
affording the best means for the transportation of the raw material from its deposit to a site at all times 
accessible by sea and by land, and which combines the additional advantage of being remarkable for 
health, and easy of defence against a foreign enemy in time of war: Therefore— 

Be it resolved by the general assembly of Maryland, That our senators and representatives in Congress 
be, and they are hereby, requested to call the attention of their respective houses to this subject, and to 
use their best exertions to secure the erection of said foundery at or near Havre de Grace, in this State. 

Resolved, That the governor be, and he is hereby, requested to forward a copy of the aforegoing pre- 
amble and resolutions to our senators and representatives in Congress. 


By order: 
JOSEPH H. NICHOLSON, Clerk. 


We certify that the aforegoing is a true copy of the preamble and resolutions relative to the estab- 
lishment of a national foundery, which were assented to by the general assembly of Maryland, at December 
session, one thousand eight hundred and thirty-seven. 

Given under our hands, at the city of Annapolis, this 9th day of February, 1838. 

JOSEPH H. NICHOLSON, Clerk of the Senate of Maryland. 
GEORGE G. BREWER, Clerk of the House of Delegates of Maryland. 





Resolutions of a number of citizens of Havre de Grace, in Maryland, in relation to the establishment of a national 
JSoundery at that place. 


At a large and respectable meeting of the citizens of Havre de Grace, convened at William Smith’s 
8 P 7 age : sn 
hotel, on Saturday, the 17th of February, 1838, to take into consideration the propriety of memorializing 
y, the 17th of February, 1838, to ta the propriet; g 
Congress on the subject of establishing a national foundery at or near this place, Howes Goldsborough, 
esq., was called to the chair, and W. L. Nichol and Robert Gale were appointed secretaries. The object 
of the meeting having been stated by the chairman, it was, on motion of Mr. George Wareham— 
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Resolved, That Washington Hall, esq., Doctors William Sappington, Hopkins, and Haughey, Captain 
William W. Virdin, and Messrs. James Sullivan and Robert M. Magraw, be appointed a committee to pre- 
pare a preamble and resolutions to be submitted to the meeting, who, after having retired for a short time, 
presented the following: 

Whereas the attention of Congress has been directed, by a resolution of the legislature of the State 
of Maryland, (passed on the 8th instant,) to the town of Havre de Grace, as a site suitable for the estab- 
lishment of the national foundery recommended by the President of the United States in his last annual 
message; and whereas we believe that this town possesses, in an eminent degree, the advantage of a 
central and convenient position, being situated at the termination of the Susquehannah canal, and thus 
connected with the internal improvements of the neighboring State of Pennsylvania, and with the western 
rivers, and the lakes, and at the head of Chesapeake bay, and on the great line of railroad connecting the 
northern and southern portions of the Union, affording the greatest facility for the transportation of metal 
and coal from the mineral region of Pennsylvania, and of the manufactured article, by sea and land, to all 
parts of the Union. This town possesses the additional advantages of being remarkably healthy, and easy 
of defence in time of war; abounding also with all the materials necessary for the erection of the works, 
and with the best moulding sand in the country; many of which facts will appear by a reference to a 
report of the survey of the harbor of Havre de Grace, made by G. W. Hughes, United States civil engineer, 
and presented to Congress at their last session: Therefore— 

Resolved, That it is the opinion of this meeting that the selection of Havre de Grace as the site for said 
foundery will be alike advantageous to the government, and productive of the happiest effects on the 
growth and prosperity of the town. 

Resolved, That we believe Havre de Grace is, in a great degree, entitled to the preference of the gen- 
eral government, having sustained a severe calamity during the late war with Great Britain, from which 
it has not recovered, many of its citizens having received no indemnification for the losses sustained by 
the destruction of their property. 

Resolved, That the thanks of the citizens of this town be tendered to the honorable Senators Buchanan 
and Merrick for the decided stand which they have taken in favor of this location. 

It was, on motion, further 

Resolved, That Robert Gale and Robert M. Magraw be appointed a committee to convey to Washing- 
ton city the proceedings of this meeting. 

Resolved, That the proceedings of this meeting be signed by the officers, and published. 


HOWES GOLDSBOROUGH, Chairman. 


W.L. Nicuon, Ropert Gare, Secretaries. 





HAVRE DE GRACE. 


The vast importance this town is destined soon to assume induced Congress to order a survey of its 
harbor with a view of removing a slight obstruction to its approach, The survey was made late last 
season, and a report made by G. W. Hughes, esq., United States civil engineer, but was not presented in 
time to secure the favorable action of Congress during its late short and hurried session. The estimate 
allows $48,009, exclusive of a dredging machine, for deepening the bed to sixteen feet, which is considered 
sufficient for merchant vessels. Mr. Hughes says : 

, “The town of Havre de Grace is situated on the west side and at the mouth of the Susquehannah 
river. It is built on a beautiful and elevated plain, presenting a fine site for a city, which was at one time, 
indeed, seriously contemplated as the seat of the federal government. 

“At this point it is understood the Susquehannah canal from Columbia will terminate.” 
under contract to within three miles of the place, and the residue is expected to be put under contract in 
The excavation is now in progress, and the whole work is expected to be finished in two 


It is now 


a few weeks. 
years from its commencement in October last. 

“When the canal is completed, the great bituminous and anthracite coal regions will send down their 
And this consideration alone, if there were none other, would be 


hundreds of thousands of tons annually. 
The annual consumption of coal in 


sufficient to justify, and even imperiously demand, this improvement. 
the Atlantic States is now one million of tons, and increases at the rate of two hundred thousand tons per 
annum, and in less than five years will probably exceed two million of tons per annum. This will give 
employment to hundreds of thousands of persons in different capacities, and will of itself build up a great 
commercial marine, from which the government may draw in times of emergency. These considerations 
are so evidently important, that a mere statement of them is demonstration. 

“The position of Havre de Grace, at the head of Chesapeake bay, and the terminus of the vast chain 
of internal improvement, besides its great commercial advantages, invest it with some importance in a 
military point of view. It would form a convenient post for an arsenal of arms, provisions, and munitions 
of war, and could be effectually defended on the water side by a fort at the head of Spes-Utie island, six 
miles below the town, which would effectually command the channel. A light-house at the head of the 
island would be a great convenience to navigation, and will be necessary when the trade becomes very 
great.” 
The Susquehannah canal, like the Pennsylvania State canal, of which it is a continuation, will be a 
noble work. With a water surface of fifty feet, a depth of five feet, and double locks eighteen by one 
hundred feet, it will admit boats carrying more than one hundred tons of freight. 

An enumeration of the ramifications of this vast chain of internal improvement, such as the world has 
never before seen, would exceed the limits of an advertisement. On the west it connects with the Ohio 
canal at two points, and consequently with Lake Erie at Cleveland, and also, by another canal, with the 
town of Erie, on the same lake. On the north it will intersect the Erie canal, and unite with Lake Ontario 
at Sodus bay, distant from Havre de Grace about two hundred and sixty miles. 

“This canal seems destined to be the outlet or drain of the great west, embracing, in its wide-spread 
arms, vast, rich, and populous countries, whose wants will be supplied through the same channels in return 
for the valuable productions of their labor and capital.” 

This chain of intercommunication, thus briefly alluded to, constructed along the Susquehannah river 
and the regions west of it, comprises, with the exception of the Portage railway, an unbroken line of one 
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thousand two hundred and fifty miles of canals, made at a cost of about thirty-two millions of dollars. The 
Susquehannah canal, a short link of but forty-five miles, will unite this inland chain to the Chesapeake, and 
place Havre de Grace in a position for the enjoyment of its immense and valuable trade, which no other 
city can attain. , 

The tolls on the Pennsylvania canals the last year exceeded $800,000, and are estimated for this year 
at $1,300,000, 

Even the trade of the river is important, notwithstanding the unfavorable and discouraging circum- 
stances under which it is prosecuted. Last year, up to the Ist of November, there were run on the river 
to tide, 1,100 arks, and 1,400 rafts, valued at about $4,000,000; and had the canal been open, the amount 
of descending produce would not, probably, have fallen short of $20,000,000. These canals are open so 
much earlier in the spring, and continue open so much later in the fall, that the trade will naturally seek 
this route in preference to any other, and the map will clearly show that nature and art have inevitably 
destined Havre de Grace to become the great emporium of the vast regions connected with it. 

The railroad from Philadelphia to Baltimore passes through Havre de Grace. The cars are now 
running daily from Wilmington to Baltimore. From Wilmington to Philadelphia the road will be finished 
this season. 

It would, at the first view, seem singular that the advantages of this place should have been overlooked, 
or not justly appreciated by the public, who are usually clear-sighted in perceiving any new commercial 
advantages, or in improving those already known. But the surprise ceases when we consider the tenacity 
of opinion so frequently evinced in favor of our own residence, where we have invested our property and 
have the necessary facilities for business; there we are apt to flatter ourselves the business will come, 
although a more convenient mart should be opened for it. 

That this is eminently the case in the present instance will be readily seen by those of clear discern- 
ment. 
The citizens of New York have not had their attention directed that way, or if they have thought of 
the matter at all, have supposed the location too remote to have any influence on their prosperity; whereas 
it is intimately connected with it, either as a rival in the great trade of the interior, or as an auxiliary 
of the first importance. 

The descending trade of the Susquehannah river and canals is now almost equal to the trade of all 
the New York canais, and will, in a short time, surpass them; even exclusive of coal, of which, probably, 
will come to Havre de Grace 1,000,000 of tons annually; giving employment to thousands of vessels 
in that branch of business alone, and the whole trade surpassing in inagnitude that of any city in the 
Union, with the exception of New York and New Orleans. This great chain of canals will be the chosen 
avenue for the ascending trade, and goods will equally seek it, whether purchased at Havre de Grace, in 
this city, or elsewhere. 

Philadelphia and Baltimore will be essentially affected by the opening of the canal to the tide, but the 
event seems to be erroneously viewed by both. 

The former relies on retaining the trade by means of her railroad and the Union canal, as well as by a 
circuitous route through the Chesapeake and Delaware canal. 

This latter route can, indeed, be performed at much less expense than either of the others, but yet at 
a cost quite equal to a voyage by sea, and nearly equal to the passage to New York by way of the Raritan 
canal, 
Baltimore not only expects to retain the Susquehannah trade that she now has, and which is of vital 
importance to her, but she expects to draw to herself the greatest portion of that which Philadelphia now 
enjoys, and hopes greatly to increase. 

Baltimore expects this; because twelve hundred and fifty miles of canals debouche into the Chesapeake 
at Havre de Grace. 

But she seems to overlook that Havre de Grace is, by water, sixty miles north of her, with as good 
a port as her own, and quite as accessible at all seasons; that the transhipment of commodities from one 
port to the other will in almost any case be preposterous and in some cases impracticable, sach, for in- 
stance, as coal and lumber, which, being articles of great bulk and comparatively small value, will not 
bear extra charges. These two great articles being fixed at Havre de Grace, it necessarily and incidentally 
follows that these will determine the location of the whole trade at that port. 

Goods cannot be transhipped to Baltimore or elsewhere without expense; this will be equally felt on 
the return freight, and the time has come, and is likely to continue, when commerce will not incur unneces- 


sarily heavy and ever-accruing expenses. 
As certain as effect follows cause, so certain is it that Havre de Grace must become a city of the first 
commercial importance, and that, too, in an unprecedented short space of time. The circumstances under 


which it comes into being are without a parallel in the history of the world. 


Memorial of a number of citizens of Maryland, praying the establishment of a national foundery at Havre de 
Grace, in said State. 


To the honorable the Senale and House of Representatives in Congress assembled : 

The undersigned citizens of the State of Maryland, or interested in property therein, beg leave to call 
the attention of Congress to the town of Havre de Grace, in the county of Harford, in said State, as a 
situation admirably calculated for the establishment of the foundery referred to by the President. 

The harbor, bay, and Susquehannah river was recently surveyed by G. W. Hughes, esq., United 
States civil engineer, under the direction of the Secretary of War, and a copy of his report was communi- 
cated to the House of Representatives by the Secretary of War on the 2d of February, 1837, and we beg 
now to lay before you a printed extract of the same, (see page 998,) and from which it will be seen he refers 
to Havre de Grace as a situation “invested with some importance in a military point of view.” 

There is now in the course of construction a canal from Columbia, in Pennsylvania, to Havre de 
Grace, which will be completed, as is supposed, and ready for use by the Ist of April, 1839, and which 
opens a direct communication to the richest mineral section of the State of Pennsylvania, at all times 
insuring a plentiful supply of iron and coal at an expense for transportation much less than it could be 
furnished at any point of the Union, which is capable of being made, at a small outlay, accessible at all 
seasons of the year by ships or vessels of any burden. 
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By reference to a map of the United States and the statistics of public improvements, it will be seen 
that there are about thirteen hundred miles of canal and railroad already constructed, and in the course of 
construction, connected with Havre de Grace, which would afford to the government the means of trans- 
porting cannon and munitions of war, after manufac tured, to various and remote parts of the Union with 
greater facility and less expense than from any other point at which a foundery could advantageously be 


established within the knowledge of the undersigued. 
The canals and railroads referred to are the routes following: 


oeeeereeoe ee eerers 


The Susquehannah canal, from Havre de Grace to Columbia...... ....... 
Grand Pennsylvania canal, with thirty-seven miles of railroad, from Columbia to Pittsburg...... 
Middle division Pennsylvania canal, from Juniatta river to the south boundary of New York.... 
From the southern boundary of New York, by the way of Chemung canal, Seneca lake, to Great 

Sodus bay, on Lake Ontario..... beh ead ae jhe weke (iumkbeesh sch eesds <65 eh mnece cies ; 
From the Erie canal, where it connects with Chemung canal, gives an east and west distance of. 
From Northumberland, along the west branch of the Susquehannah, to Bald Eagle creek....... 
The cross cut canal from Pittsburg, to connect with the Ohio canal at Massillon, Ohio, say.... 


The branch of the fast camal.... ... 26 sacs. ccceces SOLS SSO roe es re eee Fee 
The connexion of the last canal with the Ohio canal gives an east and west distance of the whole 

SEI GE NPMIO CONE, GBF. 6.55 6h ec esos c ceeds aise ee BIG ieee ee eae ee te 
A few miles of navigation on Lake Erie, from C le veland, bring us to the W abash and Erie canal, 


which traverses the State of Indiana for eee ern a ae ts ta siege a ame 


Miles. 


40 
313 
204 


61 
365 
68 
80 
40 


306 
300 





1,777 


In addition to the canal and railroads referred to, it is known to Congress that there will soon be a 
continuous line of railroad from New York to Havre de Grace, which affords a connexion for the officers of 


the government to visit the public works, if they should be established at Havre de Grace. 


“The favorable position of this place, in many other points of view, originally led to its examination 


and survey for the seat of the general governme nt. 


It seems, then, to the undersigned, that C ongress will take into consideration the following properties 


in favor of erecting the public w ork in question at Havre de Grace: 
: Its proximity to the richest mineral regions of the United States. 
The facility of transportation of all raw material necessary for manufacturing purposes. 


A like facility for transporting to any part of the Union the manufactured articles wanted by the 


tosh 

4. Its accessibility by sea at all seasons of the year. 

5. Climate, cheapness of living and of labor, is worthy of consideration, as is 
land which the government would require for its use. 

All which is respectfully submitted. 
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Memorial of Richard B. Alexander to the honorable the members of the Senate of the United States in Congress 
assembled. 


The memorial of the undersigned respectfully represents to your honorable body, that for a number 
of years the subject of a national foundery for cannon, to be located near the seat of the general gov- 
ernment, has attracted public attention, and been made matter of discussion and inquiry—all who have 
turned their attention to it agreeing in the value and expediency of such an institution. In the last 
annual message of the President of the United States to Congress, he says: ‘“'The creation of a national 
foundery for cannon in the service of the army and navy of the United States has been heretofore recom- 
mended, and appears to be required, in order to place our ordnance on an equal footing with that of other 
countries, and to enable that branch of the service to control the pyices of those articles and graduate the 
supplies to the wants of the government, as well as to regulate their quality and insure their uniformity. 
The same reasons induce me to recommend the erection of a manufactory for gunpowder, to be under the 
direction of the Ordnance office.” 

To this strong recommendation of both these important measures your memorialist respectfully begs 
leave now to direct your most serious consideration, whilst he lays before you some facts concerning the 
most suitable and eligible situation for the proposed foundery and manufactory. The site which is pro- 
posed for survey and examination is the Columbian Factory Mills, on Four-Mile creek, in the county of 
Alexandria, and District of Columbia. This location combines every advantage which can be required. 
It is in the District of Columbia, the territory exclusively under the control of Congress; it is but three 
and a half miles from Washington city, and within one mile of the Potomac river; transportation from it 
to the United States arsenal, the navy yard, or the channel of the river, is easy and convenient. The 
situation is healthy and retired. In short, it is believed that no place could be selected combining so 
many advantages. There are various large and commodious buildings already erected, which your memo- 
rialist has presented drawings of, together with a map of the adjacent country, to the Secretary of War, 
both of which he respectfully begs that you will examine. These will show that government, at com- 
paratively small expense, can repair the buildings and turn them into such as will be suitable. They 
consist of— 

Ist. The factory, a large three-and-a-half-story brick building, the dimensions 54 feet by 37, the wall 
20 inches thick, with a large water-wheel and other machinery, which could easily be made suitable for 
boring cannon. 

2d. The mill, a large two-story building, the basement story of stone, the superstructure a frame 
building, measuring 53 feet by 34, and running two pairs of burrstones, which could, at little expense, 
be converted into a powder manufactory. 

3d. A large two-story brick building, with four rooms on a floor. 

4th. The old mill, a large two-story brick building, much out of repair, 

Sth. A large two-story frame building, 50 feet by 24, with four rooms on a floor. 

6th. A commodious two-story brick dwelling. 

It is presumed that these various buildings will be found to be so constructed and arranged as to 
answer most admirably for the purposes of a manufactory and foundery. These mills are situated, as 
before remarked, on Four-Mile creek, which is navigable for scows and longboats to within seventy or 
eighty yards of the buildings, and, by opening and cleaning out the old canal, they can load and unload 
at the mill, as they did a few years since. At high tides the water flows up to the mill. The distance to 
the Alexandria lateral canal is about half a mile, either by land or water, and about the same distance to 
the Alexandria and Washington turnpike. The stream is abundant and never failing, and sufficient to 
drive four or five pairs of burrstones. The height of the fall is forty feet, and length of the mill-race 
about half a mile; the water, it will be observed, being thus equal to all the wants of a cannon foundery 
and powder factory. There are several springs of very fine water adjacent to the mills, and the neigh- 
borhood is considered very healthy. Your memorialist further remarks that the fact of the contiguity of 
the mills to the Alexandria lateral canal, a branch of the Chesapeake and Ohio canal, will strike ypu as 
important, in view of the facility with which iron ore from the Alleghany region can thus be brought to 
the foundery. It is believed, also, that no site in the District or elsewhere could be selected as conve- 
nient and safe for the proposed powder factory as this. It is surrounded by hills, and there are several 
deep ravines, where magazines could be built without danger to the Columbian mills and neighboring 
houses from explosion. One of these ravines is situated on the line of the mill-race, where a powder fac- 
tory might be erected, were it deemed expedient to place it at a distance from the Columbian mills. 
Indeed, the’ more the situation is examined, the more conveniences, advantages, and facilities for the 
proposed establishments it will be found to possess. It only requires the report of competent engineers 
to satisfy you of the facts here stated, and many more which might be mentioned; and your memorialist, 
therefore, respectfully asks that it may be surveyed by government engineers, to make a report to you. 
He also requests that this memorial may be referred to the Military Committee, the intelligent members 
of which might, from personal examination, (it being near and convenient,) satisfy themselves of the 
facts here set forth. 
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In addition to what has been already stated by your memorialist, he would respectfully beg leave 
further to remark to your honorable body that the site proposed by him for a national foundery for cannon 
and a national factory for gunpowder not only combines all the advantages required for such establish- 
ments, but it has the decided advantage of cheapness and economy over all other places in the District 
or elsewhere, resulting from the location of both establishments at the same place, and requiring the pur- 
chase of but one tract of land, with all the buildings necessary for both already erected, and, consequently, 
the saving of time, labor, and expense to the government would be very considerable, and that both estab- 
lishments ‘might be carried into operation without interfering with each ‘other, and without the unavoidable 
delay that w ould necessarily be produced by the long and tedious process of building. 

“The lot on which the Columbian factory stands contains 374 acres, and the farm adjoining 260 acres, 
the whole or any part of which your memorialist offers to the government for either or both of the national 


purposes here mentioned at a fair and reasonable price. 
RICHARD B. ALEXANDER. 
Fesruary 12, 1838. 


Nore.—A drawing of the buildings and a map of the surrounding country is in the possession of the 
Secretary of War, to both of which you will please refer. 





Resolution of the legislature of Mississippi, to obtain the establishment of a military depot at or near Columbus, 
on the Tombigbee river 


Resolved by the legislature of the State of Mississippi, That our senators in Congress be instructed, and 
our representatives requested, to desire the government of the United States to establish a military depot 
at or near Columbus, on the Tombigbee river, in this State. 

Resolved, That his excellency Charles Lynch be requested to furnish our delegation in Congress with 
a copy of this resolution. 

JOHN L. IRVIN, Speaker of the House of Representatives. 
JOHN A. QUIT MAN , President of the Senate. 


Approved February 27, 1836. 
CHARLES LYNCH. 
I certify the foregoing to be a true copy of the original resolution, as is now on file in my office. 


In testimony whereof, I have hereunto set my hand, at the town of Ji uckson, the 2d February, 1836. 
= BENSON, Secretary of State. 





In Senate or THE Unirep States, January 4, 1837. 


The Committee on Military Affairs, to whom was referred the resolution of the legislature of the State of Mis- 
sissippi, instructing the senators and requesting the representatives from that State to obtain from the general 
government the establishment of a military depot at or near Columbus, on the Tombigbee river, in said State, 


report : 


That they have duly considered the subject of the said resolution, and are of opinion that there are 
strong and decisive reasons for granting the request as asked; but that a separate bill is not necessary, 
as the bill to establish arsenals in States where there are none yet established, includes the State of 


Mississippi, and proposes the establishment of an arsenal there. 





Memorial of the legislature of Arkansas, asking an appropriation for a line of fortifications along the western 
boundary of that State, and the establishment of an arsenal. 


To the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States: 

The memorial of the general assembly of the State of Arkansas respectfully represents: That, owing 
to the great accession of Indians immediately bordering on the western boundary of our State, and to the 
fact that a foreign power adjoins our southern boundary, the State of Arkansas occupies a more exposed 
situation than any other State in the Union. But thinly inhabited, we live, as a frontier people, in a con- 
stant state of dread and alarm lest the war-whoop or battle-cry may be sounded through our land. 
Exposed as we are, in our present defenceless situation, if we were attacked either by the Mexicans or 
Indians, we would be entirely overrun before we could receive aid or succor from the adjoining States. 

We have, therefore, felt it to be our duty to submit to the American Congress our views in relation 
to this important subject, and respectfully request for them a calm and deliberate consideration. We 
entirely approve of the establishment of a military road from St. Peter’s to the Sabine, and the erection 
of strong works within a convenient distance of each other upon the road. We would recommend, how- 
ever, that the works be so constructed as to afford a place of refuge for the inhabitants, as well as works 
of attack and defence. We would also recommend that the forts be made of durable materials, and built 
upon a large scale, as the time may come when those forts will have to be occupied by large bodies of 
troops, and be the points from which the most extensive military operations may be carried on. We 
would, therefore, respectfully ask that an appropriation of two hundred thousand dollars be made for the 
construction of the fortifications on the western frontier of Arkansas, as follows: say erect a work at or 
near the northwest corner of this State, to cost from fifty to seventy-five thousand dollars; one at a suitable 





oe ES EE ees 


S 











1838. ] MILITARY ROAD IN MICHIGAN. 1003 











-<+ 


point intermediate between the northwest corner of the State and the Arkansas river, to cost from twenty- 
five to thirty thousand dollars; a work at some eligible point on Red river, to cost about fifty thousand 
dollars; a work at some suitable point on the Sulphur fork of Red river, to cost about twenty-five thousand 
dollars; and, also, a fort, to cost from fifty to seventy-five thousand dollars, at some eligible point on the 
Sabine. The erection of these forts would secure the protection of this State from Indian depredations, 
and be a shield against any foreign power that might wage war against the government from the south or 
west, and also enable the general government more effectually to carry into effect the several treaties with 
Indian tribes on our western frontier. 

Your memorialist would also respectfully represent that they highly approve of the erection and 
establishment of a public arsenal at or near Little Rock. They would suggest, however, the propriety of 
this work being constructed upon the most extensive plan, and that it be built with a view at a future 
day of connecting with it the necessary works for the manufacture of arms. No section of the United 
States can afford more abundant means and facilities for such a work than the country contiguous to Little 
Rock. We therefore pray that such further appropriation may be made as the extent of the work,.and 
the object in contemplation, may make necessary. 

In considering the various means of protection which our situation calls upon us to provide, we have 
been led to believe that it would be in the power of Congress, by holding out sufficient inducements, so 
to increase the settlement upon our frontier as to obtain a dense population of brave defenders of our 
homes and firesides in all the counties of this State bordering upon the frontier. This may be done 
either by donations of land to the actual settlers, to be granted conditionally, the title not to be given to 
the occupant until after a residence of five or more years; or, if this cannot be done, then by a grant of 
pre-emption right to all settlers, with the privilege to hold possession of their lands, and not be required 
to make the entry for a limited term of years. 

And, in conclusion, your memorialists would respectfully represent that the late arrivals of disaffected 
and hostile Indians, from the Seminole, Creek, and Cherokee nations, on our western frontier, there are 
strong reasons to apprehend that those Indians will unite with other nations, and commence hostilities on 
the western frontier of this State; and to be prepared to meet this emergency, your memorialists would 
urgently and respectfully recommend that an additional regiment of mounted dragoons be stationed on 
the western frontier of this State, until such fortifications for defence be erected as Congress may deem 
expedient. 
JOHN WILSON, Speaker of the House of Representatives. 
SAMUEL C. ROANE, President of the Senate. 


Approved October 20, 1836. 
J. S. CONWAY. 
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ON CLAIM OF A SERGEANT OF TENNESSEE VOLUNTEERS, WHO SERVED ONE MONTH 
AND TWENTY-THREE DAYS AND WAS DISCHARGED ON ACCOUNT OF SICKNESS, FOR 
ONE YEAR’S CLOTHING. 


COMMUNICATED TO THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES FEBRUARY 23, 1838. 


Mr. McCiettanp, from the Committee on Military Affairs, to whom was referred the petition of William 
Bloomer, reported : 


The Committee on Military Affairs have had under consideration the petition of William Bloomer, of 
Hawkins county, Tennessee, who volunteered in the company of Captain David S. Rogers, was mustered in 
service the 8th of July, 1836, and served as first sergeant one month and twenty three days, when he was 
discharged on account of sickness. It is represented, and appears, that the petitioner incurred the same 
expense as other soldiers in the company for clothing, who were allowed pay for one year’s clothing. The 
committee recommend that the petitioner be allowed one-half the amount of his year’s clothing, deducting 
the amount allowed and paid for one month and twenty-three days, while he was in service; and report a 


bill accordingly. 





No. 7983. [2p Sessron. 


25rH Coneress. | 








REPORT OF THE SURVEY, ESTIMATE, AND DRAWING OF A MILITARY ROAD FROM SAGI- 
NAW TO MACKINAC, MICHIGAN. 


COMMUNICATED TO THE SENATE FEBRUARY 26, 1838. 


Department OF War, February 23, 1838. 


Sir: The copy of the report and map of the survey of the military road from Saginaw to Mackinac, 
called for by a resolution of the Senate of the 19th instant, are herewith respectfully transmitted. 


V espectfully, your most obedient servant, 
a si J. R. POINSETT, 


ay 


Hon. R. M. Jonnson, President of the Senate. 
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QvarTERMASTER GENERAL’s Orricr, Washington, February 23, 1838. 


Sir: In compliance with your order accompanying the resolution of the Senate of the 19th instant, I 
have the honor to furnish herewith a copy of the report of the survey made by Lieutenant Poole of a 
military road from Saginaw to Mackinac, together with the original map of the same, which cannot be 
conveniently copied for want of the adequate force in this office. } 

I have the honor to be, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
T. CROSS, Acting Quartermaster General. 


OMT IS 


aor Hon. J. R. Potnserr, Secretary of War, Washington. 


Derroir, September 30, 1835. 

Sir: I have the honor to report that the survey of the route from Saginaw to Mackinac is completed, 
and to submit herewith a map of the route selected, with an estimate of the cost of opening the road. 

This route was to be traced through a trackless wilderness nearly two hundred miles in extent, about 
which nothing was known, but that it presented obstacles of an unusually formidable character, That 
portion of it which is between Saginaw and the river Au Sable was represented to be an uninterrupted 
succession of windfalls, thickets, and swamps. Such has been the impression of the serious nature of the 
obstructions to traversing this region that the Mackinac mail has, up to this time, been carried by the 
very tedious and circuitous route of the shores of Saginaw bay and Lake Huron, no person having been 
found sufficiently hardy and adventurous to attempt the passage of the interior. 

In undertaking to trace the line of a road through such a country, a general reconnoissance being Y 
impracticable, for men could not carry a sufficient quantity of provisions to subsist them frum one 
extremity to the other, the only course that could be pursued was to carry on at the same time the recon- 
noissance and survey, pushing the former as fast as possible in advance of the latter. 

While all the information that could be obtained led to the belief that the road should follow the 
general course of the Titabawassee, it was desirable to cut off its large bends, and a route indicated by 
the Indians, leading directly to a point of the river called the Upper Fork, opposite the thirty-cighth 
mile stake of the linc, was adopted in preference to following the river. It is thought, however, as stated 
in a former communication, that more favorable ground would be found by running, for the first twenty 
miles, a line nearer to the river than that reported. 

From the Upper Fork the location was continued in the manner above stated as far as thé river Au 
Sable. The arrangements made for supplying the party with provisions having failed to meet its wants, 
it became necessary to discontinue the survey at that point and penetrate a forced march to Mackinac. 

3y examinations made during this journey, and subsequently, the general course of the remaining por- 
tion of the line was fixed, and a part of it was surveyed before the close of the last season. All the 
difficulties of the work having been overcome then, a few weeks of this summer past sufficed to com- 
plete it. 

The accompanying map explains itself, and presents so full and minute a representation of the topo- 
graphical features of the country through which the route is traced, that only a very general description 
of it is believed to be required in this report. 

On leaving Saginaw, the line crosses a succession of low ridges of a rich soil and heavily timbered, 
separated by swales, which are overflowed in the wet season. The angles in the line were made in order 
to pass these swales at the narrowest places. This sort of land continues to the fourteenth mile, from 
whence, to the fortieth mile, the line follows the course of a series of low ridges, in many places but little 
more than wide enough for the road, and very much obstructed by windfalls and thickets, with tamarack 
and black ash swamps on each side. The soil on the ridges is invariably a light sand throughout the 
remainder of the route. The timber is chiefly pine and hemlock, with an occasional intermixture of nearly 
all the varieties of hard wood. <A slight alteration has been made upon the thirty-fifth mile, which there 
was no opportunity of making upon the ground; instead of following the circuitous course run, a line is 
drawn directly from stake 157 to stake 162; the stakes being marked with their appropriate numbers, 
there will be no difficulty in making this correction. 

From the fortieth to the fifty-first mile the line is traced upon a high ridge which forms the east bank 
of the Titabawassee, and separates it from extensive swamps which skirt the river at the distance of a 
few rods from it. This ridge is covered with windfalls and thickets of an almost impervious character. 
The ravines which are here crossed would require grading to render them passable for wagons; but no 
estimate having been required for this purpose, none is rendered for any part of the line. On the fiftieth 
mile a river thirty feet wide and three and a half deep is crossed. 

From the fifty-first mile the line passes over a flat table land, elevated some sixty feet above the level 
of the river, with pine and hemlock ground, cedar thickets, and tamarack and alder swamps, nearly upon 
the same level. On the sixty-first mile it crosses one branch of the Titabawassee, which is here but one 
and a half rod wide and one and a half foot deep, and on the sixty-fifth mile it touches another branch of 
the same stream. [rom this point to Rifle river the ridges sustain the principal varieties of hard timber f 
which indicate a strong soil. The seventy-first mile crosses a small stream which, the Indians say, is the 
head of the left branch of the Titabawassee. Upon the seventy-second and seventy-third miles the land 
is high and broken. 

The country for, the first four miles north of Rifle river, is nearly all swamps; though, by following 
the ridges which intersperse the swamps, the line actually traverses but a comparatively small portion of 
wet ground; thence to the river Au Sable, a high, undulating district is passed, covered with groves of 
yellow and pitch pine, and dense thickets of pitch pine brushwood. 

The Au Sable is a large and rapid stream, being, where the line crosses it, nearly thirteen rods wide 
and one and a half to three feet deep. Its width and rapid current render it impracticable to throw any- 
thing across it which would stand, and which could be accomplished within an expense deemed admissible; 
it is, therefore, left to be crossed by a ferry during the spring freshets, it being fordable at other seasons. 

Between this river and the Skootawargurmish the country is high, undulating, and barren, sustaining | 
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a light growth of yellow and pitch pine, interspersed with thickets of brushwood, with occasional belts 
of hard timber. On the sixty-eighth mile from Dousman’s mill, the northern extremity of the line, Thunder 
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Bay river is crossed near its source, and on the sixty-fourth mile another stream, supposed to be Sandy 
river. 

The Skootawargurmish is a tributary of the Chiboigon, and empties into that stream about four miles 
from its mouth. Where the line crosses it it is four rods wide and three and a half feet deep, and has a 
rapid current. The space between this river and the strait of Mackinac is divided between large cedar 
swamps and undulating ridges, covered with a heavy growth of hard timber mixed with hemlock and 
cedar. On the thirty-third mile a river is crossed a rods wide and three feet deep, with a rapid 
current. On the seventeenth mile the line crosses the Chiboigon at the foot of Tche-Sauguiguee or 
Long lake. This river is ten rods wide and twelve feet deep, and has a very strong current. The 
expense of bridging it being inadmissible, it is left to be crossed by a ferry. 

An attempt was made to cut off the bend in the line near the mill, but it was found that a direct 
course for the first four miles would traverse an almost continuous swamp. 

It is impossible to convey an adequate idea of the extent and severity of the labors attending the 
selection of the route upon which this line has been traced. The assistants were frequently employed for 
days, and even weeks, in creeping through thickets and windfalls, where walking was quite out of the 
question. The great expense of building causeways, compared with that of merely cutting the timber, 
rendered it necessary that no pains should be spared in seeking to avoid the wet and swampy grounds. 
An inspection of the map will show in what degree this object was accomplished. 

So little is known of this region that there are no data upon which to found a comparison between 
the route adopted and any others. It can only be said that it is believed it follows as closely the direct 
course between the extreme points as the nature of the country admits. 

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
B. POOL, Second Lieutenant 3d Artillery. 


Major Henry Wurttne, Assistant Quartermaster United States Army. 





Estimate of the cost of opening a road, sixleen feet wide, upon the route surveyed from Saginaw to Mackinac ; 
the timber to be cut even with the ground, except where causeway is to be laid, and there grubbed ; the wet 
places to be causewayed with poles and earth and hewed logs, with hand-rails attached, to be thrown across 
the streams. The bottoms of the streams being generally hard, with the exception of narrow strips near 
their edges, the strips are to be covered with platforms of logs. The width allowed for the causeway is 
twelve feet ; leaving two feet on each side for ditches. The corrections made upon the original line having, 
in some instances, caused the distances between the mile stakes to vary from exact miles, in such cases the 
actual distance is put down in a separate column. One dollar per diem is taken as the price of labor. 
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14, 320 00 ‘| ~—56 152 52 320 00 48 147 
15 | 320 00 44 130 53 320 00 44 138 
16 320 00 12 61 54 320 00 35 119 
17 | 320-00 21 70 55 320 00 10; | 68 
18 | 320 00 33 106 56 320 00 13} 74 
19 | 320 00 453 133 57 320 00 18 84 
20 | 320 00 53 150 58 320 00 36 12 
21 | 320 00 106 262 59 320 00 58 168 
22 | 320 00 Q 40 60 320 00 49 149 | 
23 | 320 00 7 51 61 320 00 2 66 Including pathway over river. 
24 | 320 00 8 53 62 320 00 76 206 
25 | 320 00 18 74 63 320 00 3 52 
26 | 320 00 24 87 64 320 00 4 | 54 
Q7 320 00 19} 77 65 PO hicsician 50 
28 320 00 10 57 66 We iia | 50 
29 320 00 43 45 67 I Sicacancies | 50 
30 320 00 17 113 68 320 00 is | 81 
31 320 00 1 38 69 320 00 35 119 
32 320 00 15 68 7 320 00 22} 90 
33 320 00 9 79 71 320 00 5 60 
34 i a ee 36 72 TEP. Ticinsianes 40 
35 224 00 115 274 73 320 00 7 62 
36 320 00 10 67 74 320 00 | 15 77 
37 320 00 9 65 75 320 00 69 216 Including a log bridge over 
38 320 00 13 73 76 320 00 125 314 Riflé river. 
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Estimate of the cost of opening a road, &c.—Continued. 
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| gs |{¢,/8 | | 2 |¢.] 8 
s| 98 az i 2 | $/ 38 | 83! & 
| ée <i E as + ee 
a “cae Se | Bz Remarks. am hae os i ae Remarks. 
2s | Ses o> ioe = Seg -- ie 
q/ £238 | g¢/ ¢ 2| #23 | g¢/ 
fia” je |e ee wa Me. 
| Rods. Ft Rods. Rods. Ft. | Rods. | 
77 | 320 00 63 $189 32 320 00 Qk $46 i 
78 320 00 23 73 33 320 00 | 34 127 Including pathway over river. 
79 | 320 00 2 | a 34 320 00 14 73 
80 | Obes] BM 35 320 00 | 8 53 
81 | 320 00 7 ee 36 320 00 | 82 225 
GB { 3 00 fares eenees 28 37 | 3200 | 35 
2.) sme i.......... | 30 fs oe a 
84 | BOPD  Asussseoss | 8 39 | 320 00 «| #16 sO 75 
ee Ceres | 12 40 | 32000 | 15 | 7 
8 | 320 00 |..... poral 13 ai “EaQD OD: eeseanions | 38 
a a ern | 13 42 | 3000 |, 10 | 58 | 
88 320 00 |...... bes 10 4a | 31912 | 9 | #1 | 
89 | 320 00 18 53 44 | 320 00 | 18} | 113 | Including footpath over river. 
90 | 320 00 2 | 34 @ bccn sates eeenee eeeeneees| 25 | ‘ 
i CRPER: “Mikccsss 5 | BP lvciinimaduse | ZH 1 
92 | 320 00 |..... Sabie 6 a eee snesbionians 6 | 31 | 
ee SSE  hiksseesenst 8 OP hisciistsscnnus oo} 892 | 65 
94 | 320 00 |...... ite 13 HO lsabcpea bases seen chaspeenee | 20 
95 | 320 00 42 | 0 50 | sees Lnidihibumiestonied en 
320 00 50 | 138 Bl lecaes Seeks eeske aioe ew naee 21 
97 a ore | 30 52 ictubbunvud ‘ ‘es 15 
98 320 00 |... Secel 15 ae Deer re saben toneusaweris | 36 } 
99 320 00 | 2 | 5 Ea 0 ode a od, 32 
100 30 0 | 8 | 57 | 55 a2 00 | a | 80 : 
101 PW. - damn + (pe 56 oe loicend 
88 170 13 | 16} 47 | From Dousman’s mill. 57 | 320 00 | 3 |- 30 
1 320 00 | 114 290 | Beginning atDousman’s mill. 58 | 320 00 | 18 | 7% 
2 320 00 | 18 92 | 59 | 32000 | 61 | ~~ 162 
3 BIOPOO:  focsssasecs 7 | 60 | BD’ “Iseeawneces 32 
4 320 00 133 | 6 | 61 | 320 00 | 2% | 89 
5 ta dE Terres | 36 | 62 | 320 00 seseeeeee| 
6 298 12 6 | 46 | 63 | 20 00 | ag | 83 
7 32000 [asses] 35 | 64 | 32000 | 2 | 84 
. 30 00 | 6 3 | A3 | 65 320 00 | 9 | 40 
9 320 00 |avscesceeel 36 | 66 | 32000 | os | 4! 
10 320 00) f..seeeeeeel =| 7) SO jw.) 
ul 320 0. seine ae 
12 320 00 9 | 56 | 69 320 00 | 3 | 90 | Includ’g pathway over Thun- 
13 320 00 5 j 69 | 70 | POOH: lexsasuasce | 32 | der Bayriver. 
14 320 00 7h 52 | 2a 25 | 
15 320 00 13 65 | 72 | 320 00 [nse cones | 293 
16 BPO: Avsiccecs 36 73 | B2BAAD: - Vnesssusen 28 
17 330 06 107} o71 | 7 320 00 49 195 
18 320 00 | | 28 | 1 - QR fetisscce | 36 
19 320 00 | om a | a i a Prrrers mame 
2; 32000 | 1m | 6 | 77 | $20 00 sco caeee | 87 
21 320 0 | 39 | wg 78 | 320 00 fesseseeeee] 95 
2 | 300 | 8 | 38 | 79 i a ee | 2 
93 | 320 00 | 106 | 274 | 80 | 32 00 |... seve] 36 
24 OO: sme 36 | 40 
25 320 00 4a | 2 | #2 | 320 00 |... steael 36 
26 cdi Eee _ CS) MD bse wren | 36 
7 | me j...... i a st | 306 04 «=| «10h | 87 
28 320 000 seeeceveee] = 3B 8 | 32000 | 3 | 39 
29 PR nus Se | 86 | 320 00 | 3 | 36 
30 320 00 | 43: | 132 | 87 | 320 00 | 6 | 51 
31 320 00 | 24 6 6| gg 88 320 0 «=| «610 | ~—lC58 
| | | | | | 
Whole distance: 188 miles, 307 rods, and 7} feet. 
Quantity of causeway required, 3,438 rods. 
Cost of opening the road, according to the above estimates .....seeseseececesececs TT TT Lr OE re cael 
To which add ten per cent. for contingencies, ........s00 speed bnwsseeseeons pedeSwebon sees ebbdeenneneessebeseees 900eeK wees se seasbew Seve 1,412 00 
Total AMOUNE TeqUirEd ...csaseccescecececcceeccceeereesseseesess esses eeeeses sesesseeEsOEsees esses sees senses 15,537 00 


B. POOL, Second Lieutenant, Third Artillery. 
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APPLICATION OF LOUISIANA FOR THE ESTABLISHMENT OF A MILITARY FORCE NEAR 
THE CADDO PURCHASE, ON THE SABINE RIVER, IN THAT STATE. 


COMMUNICATED TO THE SENATE MARCH 1, 1838. 
RESOLUTION. 


Be tt resolved by the senate and house of representatives of the State of Louisiana in general assembly con- 
vened, That our senators in Congress be instructed, and our representatives requested, to make every effort 
near the general government to obtain the establishment of a military force, in addition to that already 
in the State of Louisiana, to be stationed upon the river Sabine, near the Caddo purchase, or in its vicinity. 

Be it further resolved, &c., That the governor be requested to transmit copies of this resolution, as 
soon as possible, to our senators and representatives in Congress. 

JOSEPH WALKER, Speaker of the House of Representatives. 
C. DERBIGNY, President of the Senate. 


Approved January 12, 1838. 
KE. D. WHITE, Governor of the State of Louisiana. 





on ee een ee a ee ee ee ee 


Saas 
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Adjutant general of the army, transmitting a s tatement of the officer rs of the army whose resigna- 
tions have been acepted in the years 1835 and 1836, with the date of their resigna- 
tion, specifying those who are graduates of the Military Academy, with the dates 
of their graduating, or their first appointment in the army, and the States or 
Territories from whence appointed as cadets.—Letter from the ............+-- «“s 

Adjutant general of the army, transmitting a report and tabular statements of the number of com- 
pany officers of the army in service against the Creek and Seminole Indians, in 
Florida, in 1886; the number and rank of those who resigned; and the number 
of companies of the several arms in service there during that year.—Letter of the. 

Adjutant general of the army, of the officers of the army employed upon duty which separated 
them from their regiments during the year 1836.—Report of ORs cccudavcavey 

Adjutant general of the army, transmitting the procee dings of the court of inquiry on the operations 
of the army unde ay nenemeoneen of Poca ene _— Se ott and ee Gene ral Gaines, 








FE beats, mie ‘tter a We ame’ ET OTE eee eT TTT eT TORT TERT SC TET ee ‘ 
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Armories.—(See National armories. ) 
Arms manufactured at the national armories in 1836.—Statement of the value of the ............ « wee 
Arms to the militia for 1836.—Statement of the apportionment of... .. heeeuee verre Pee Tere eT 739 


Arms,—( See Fire-arms. ) 
Arms and accoutrements for the army in Florida.—Letter of Major General Winfield Scott relative 
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Army in Florida during the march from Tampa Bay to Picol tter of General Scott relative 
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Atkinson, General Henry, relative to the establishment of military posts and defence of the western 
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Auditor of the Treasury, transmitting a statement of the pay and rations, forage, and allowances 
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1834..—Letter from the Second 
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Auditor of the Treasury transmitting a statement of the amount of money appropriated for the use . 
of the Military Academy for purposes other than for pay and emoluments of officers, 
professors, and cadets, &e., from 1815 to 1834, both ine lusive, exhibiting the amount 
appropri: ee ~ the purehi ise, construction, and repair of buildings and appurte- 
hit Weis aeassccuey adit iets. eieipin ws 83 
Auditor of the treasury ceo to the loss of horses by the Missouri voluntect aoa Serene of the 
NO 545 Sawer ee SERS: 66ST ER KRS SRS i bb aN KI eee TTT eee 956 
Augusta, Georgia, for reimbursement of mone y advanced for the expenses of two compi anies of vol- 
unteers for the suppression of hostilities of the Indians in Florida in 1836.—Report 
of a committee on the claim of the City Of ......... 60206 sisics Seeees Penenes 115 
B. 
Bacon received at Fort Brooke from New Orleans from February 10 to March 24, 1836.—Amount 
frerrrere. PES ee ae Oe OE ee ST OPE ee ROR 266 
Baden, Major N., relative to the delivery of muskets to the governor of Georgia —Letter of...... 316 
Baden, Major N., trausmitting a list of ordnance and ordnance stores received at speisuenin arsenal,— 
Sg Se eee ee eee ER eee ey Tere eee eer ee TT : eer eee es 327 
Bailey, J. H., to sell land for a site for a military post at Mazzard Bluff, Arkans: is. .—P roposition 985 
RRS ie a ee ee ee ee eT eT eee eee eee ee ee ee eS ee eee 985 
Baltimore, Maryland.—Improvement of the harbor of. ..........ccccccee cc eeceerccsssccons 636, 641 


Bankhead, Lieutenant Colonel James, of the operations of the army in Florida, under the command of 








Major General Scott, against the Seminole Indians in 18 336.—Testimony of... 150, 164 
Bankhead, Lieutenant Colonel, from the mien of the troops on the Alachua and Suwanee fron- 

eer OF GRO PAl SCOLE FEO TINE 6 ica 6 a oko 2 wkd ew Swe SWAREES A Od KOSS 294 
Bankhead, Lieutenant Colonel, veiative to inspecting and proving cannon manufactured at the 

penonn founmery.— “Certificate Of... sk esas news cece beer Se 5% (SPASM KE RORS 516 
Barkley, Join, for the service of wagon, team, and driver for the use of troops oper: ating against 

the Creek Indians.—Account of ..........0000 00 eeeee ee ee ee ee a . 608 
Bass river, Massachusetts.—Continuing the construction of the breakwater at the mouth of..... 634, 641 
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the Creek country.—Letter of General Seott to ........ Met Deinaes ve 5 
Beard, Joseph A., relative to the non-arrival of stores or provisions, and scare city of transportation.— 

PN Si ee Ces ce Viana eee one ks rt ee ee ee ee ee er er 524 
Beard, Joseph A., in relation to forwarding arms and subsistence stores.—Letter of............. . 829 
Bell, Captain William H., relative to inspecti ing and proving a cannon now mounted in Fortress 

Monroe, manufactured at the Bellona foundery.—Letter of ..... Rah henee« oss wee 
Bellona foundery, August 7, 1834.—Statement of the inspection of cannon at the....... heeds 491 
Bellona foundery, July 18, 1833.—Statement of the inspection of cannon at the.......-...... 066. 495 
Benton, Thomas H., relative to the sinciiaieee of cannon at Beilona foundery, in 18538 and 1834.— 

ee edo ee ERE A se Ree HRS RON kee bee 513 
Betts, Iieut. William H., re ative to the delay in opening and prosecuting the campaign against the 

Creek Indians in 1836.— Testimony of. a Sollee eee ee ir ae ee 16, 184 
Big Beaver river, Pennsylvania.—Memorial of citizens for the ¢ stablishment of a national armory at 

the falls of the............ ks aE hs Eee anew y bse wR ER RESE oe nen setae 786 
Big Sodus bay, New York.—Improvement of ............ ccce seer cc eeccccccnssccscace 634, "641, 675 
ee Fee, eer POO OE. os oo is kx ne 68s dA Se doe sae press- vse seas Met ebawiweavbs 724 
Black river, New York.—Improvement of the harbor of ...........06. ats oe SS iietesnas See eee 
Black river harbor, Ohio—Improvement of the ........... 56.66 eee aeRO EORSE EOS toe 659, 663 
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the G lobe of September a 1836.—De position ore Vere ee ee Tee er 177 
Biar, F. P., relative to the pabiic ation of Gener al Jesup’s letter and the summons of ‘the court of 

ER es. nC Sac Ane eae ka ho ea wkes As OA OO 361 
Block-house silane: on the Withlacooche ‘e, by Major McLemore.—Le ters. relative to aes 

the ee ey ee re rer rs ees 3, 984, § 285 
Bloomer, William, for pay and clothing for services as a sergeant of Tennessee volunteers in 18 <a 

Report of a committee on the claim of ..........-005 sesesseses Tey Te rere 1003 
Bomford, George—( ee Ordnance, Colonel of.) 
Boundary of the United States—Letter of the Secretary of War relative to the protection of the 

north and eastern ........ ba sequipcteslan ae Pais £46 ti RRR ee ESSER pele nsw 895 
Boyd, Captain James C —Letters of Lieut. _P. Heintzelman relative to the accounts of.......... 607 
Boyd, Captain James C.—Letter of the se uartermaste general of the army relative to the account 

MEV SRS ARATE CE SEPEE oe viek Teh bean ad owes Teer re. Tee ee eee 
Brandywine shoal, Delaware bay.—Progress in the construction of a light- ee es 726, 728 
Bread for the army in Florida.—Letter of J. Clark, assistant quartermaster, relative to furnishing. 236 
Bread received at F vt Brooke from New Orleans, from February 10 to March 24, 1836. —Amount of 266 
Brevet rank of captain.—Report of a committee on the claim of Mary A. Patric k, widow of Captain 

Matthew A. Patrick, for the difference of pay between a lie vutenant and the ... 789, 926 
Brevet rank of brigadier general—Report of a committee on the claim of Roger Jones, adjutant 

general, for pay according to his ......... (WEE CAS GRAVE R REA ‘iMmimkey,. oe 
Bridgeport harbor, Connecticut—Deepening the channel of. .........05 cece ee eet e eens seeces Sue, OEE 
Brunswick harbor, Georgia.—Improvement of. peatens vere crc eT ee Tee ee .. 637, 641 
Buchanan, Lieute nant, to perform the duties of brig: ide major. —Order of Gencral Gaines directing 426 
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Buffalo, New York.—Improvement of the harbor of. ........-..cccccsccccccccccccccsee--.- 669, 671 

Burlington, Vermont.—Progress in the construction of a breakwater at............... iin aoe 
Byrd, Joseph, relative to the transactions of General John E. Wool in the Cherokee country, in Ala- 

bama.—Testimony of ...... ieee eed eer Teer re Meekhsseeseease See 


C. 


Cadets who have been received into the Military Academy from its origin until the present time; 

the year of their admission; the States and Territories, including the District of 

Columbia, “from which they came, with a designation of those withdrawn before 

gradu iting, and the year of their withdrawal; those that have been dismissed, 

and the year of their dismissal; and those who have graduated, and the year of 

their graduating.—Register of the names and number of the......... 0... eee ee 20 
Cadets, being graduates of the Military Academy, annually appointed in the army and attached to 

regiments or corps by brevets of the lowest grade as candidates for commissions; 

their subsequent history while in the service, and in what manner any may have 

made their exit from it—Statement of the names and number of................ 52 
Cadets and all other persons employed at, or attached to, the Military Academy, from January 3, 

1830, to December 31, 1834.—Statement of the pay and rations, forage, and allow- 

gue Tor ser Wante OF immtenelerm O08 unis 5 ccs ccc sc k ce cee camewes errr 83 
Cadets admitted to the Military Academy in each year from 1816 to 1834, both inclusive; number 

of graduates in each year; resigned the year of oraduating; resigned the first 

year after graduating; resigned the second year after eraduating; resigned the ° 

third year after graduating; resigned the fourth year after graduating ; died 

within four years after eraduating ; dismissed from the service since 1815; and 

the number of graduates still in service.—Statement of the number of........... 88 
Cadets appointed during, the years 1835 and 1836; their names, dates of their appointment, States 

from which appointed; number resigned during the same period, or been dismissed; 

dates of their resignation or dismissal, and the States from which appointed; and 

the names of those who graduated during the same period, and number who have 


received appointments in the army up to Janni ury 1, 1837.—Statement of the. .... 91 
Cadets, and asking their dismission from the acade my.—Report of the academic board of the Mili- 
tary Academy relative to the conduct of certain. .............0..500- Teer: 107 


Cadets dismissed from the Military Academy.—Letter of the Secretary of War relative to the con- 
teeean. «seven: 2 


URE OF CRTIO «6 seks snes ee OE ee ee eT Tee TCT eer Te 
Coiels atteceed to the ereay in 1606:-—Inet of the... in cnc cccccecccecsccsccesecssesescecss §«§=6Y 
Call, General R. K., relative to the depredations of the Indians, and ordering out of the Florida 

militia.—Letters of... ..... Oe ee ee OE eT ere er 217, 218 
Call, General R. K., relative to the exposed situation of the frontier, and giving an account of a 

eearekee with the Tndiane—Uotter OF oo. co ciiccccccecesesescecsess cuss ... 219, 220 
Call, R. K., Governor of Florida, relative to the expedition of Majors McLemore and Read on the 

Pee ee er ee ne 283 
Call, R. K., Governor of Florida, relative to the defence of ‘the Alachua frontier , and the relief of 

the block-house on the Withlacoochee river.—Letter of.............. 1M, | oe 
Call, General R. K., to assume the general direction of operations in Florida.—Letter of Secretary 

of War relative a ere Hi we 


Call, Governor R. K., to assume command of the forces in Florida——General order Miccssisacion Wee 
Canfield, Captain A, relative to forwarding tents and mess pans for troops.—Letter Picceccenece Se 
Cannon, Newton.—(See Tennessee, governor of.) 

Cannon under the direction of the Ordnance department.— Regulations and experiments showing the 


means and manner of testing, proving, and. co ninccn, LETT COCR CET ee 482 
“ Caroline.”—-Memorial of citizens of Niagara county, New York, complaining of outrages and 
murders of American citizens in burning the steamboat ...... iii neasapesaae. | ae 


Cass, Lewis.—(See War, Secretary of.) 
Cassin, Captain S., relative to inspecting and proving cannon manufactured at the Bellona foundery 


for the navy.—Certificate of ...... Ee re eee eee 26h aneaeere, aa 
Cattaraugus creek, New York.—Improvement of the mouth of ..............6-. i 9¢seeesaae Sa 
Cedar Point, Connecticut—Progress in securing the beachat..... (bisaeeaseeewne wale ..-.. 635, 641 


Champlain, Lake-—Sarvey of the northern extremity of. .........00 scccsccccccccceccccccsese tat 
Cherokee Indians.—(See Indians.) 


Chester harbor, Pennsylvania.—Improvement of the.... .. cece eee eee eee ee eee Jaceencncee Se 
Chicago harbor, Iilinois. —-Improv WIE, 25: 3Se504 sasacdas ee eee Tee eer Serre as 
Chicago to Detroit —Repair and completion ‘of the road PN acsSbbdeedaecneneexs ...+. 638, 640, 695 


Childe, John, relative to the proof of cannon at Bellona foundery in 1833. ae ps ei 

Chisholm, Colonel William, of the operations of the Alabama volunteers on the W ithlacoochee.— 
EO xt sake se eedw seh er ee Tee er ; eer er eT Tre Te seeesees 288, 289 

Church’s Cove, Little Compton, Rhode Island.—Constraction of a breakwater at ......... 0... 63 30, 641 


Clark, Captain J., relative to furnishing bread, tents, and ordnance stores to the army in 1 Florida.— 
wisacaue, In 


Letter of. Terr ers be iwawe eau e saiews ee ee ee ee 
Clark, J., assistant quartermaster at New Or lea ANS, relative to. the delays in sending rations to 
Florida.—Letter of ............ i Apa ee Ghana tik Gib s SAVES Geet. aa 


Clarke, John, of Virginia, praying for “indemnity for the injury susti sined by the ‘bursting of the 
guns cast at Bellona foundery, and tested in the years 1833 and 1834. Memorial 
eT TTC CT Tee eT eee re TT eT Tere ee Teer TT Te eT oeeeee 504 
Clarke, John, of Virginia, asking payment for the sixteen cannon burst at the Bellona foundery 
during the te sting im 1683 and 1906——Letiete of, ..on.0 sc cccccsecscvcccsscses TRG 
Clay, Clement C., governor of Alabama, asking the co-operation of the troops of Georgia in the 
suppression of the hostilities of the Creek Indians.—Letter of............0000085 818 
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Clay, Ciement C., governor of Alabama, enclosing resolutions of the legislature of Alabama, relative 

tothe transactions of General Wool in the Cherokee country, in Alabama.——Letter 
SEE Pe ee ee eee Se Se ee a ee ee ee ee ee eee 545, 546 
Cleveland harbor, Ohio.—Improvement of the..............06. Mitre enn ees err eee 660, 664 

Clinch, General Duncan L., of the operations of the army in Florida, under the command of Major 
General Scott, against the Seminole Indians in 1836.—Testimony of.......... 154, 165 

Clinch, General VD. L., announcing to Major General Scott the arrival of Major General E. P. Gaines 
at Fort King with a force of one thousand men.—Letter of.......... eee 240 
Clinch, General D. L., relative to forwarding supplies to General Gaines —Letters of......... 251, 381 

Clinch, General D. L., relative to the withdrawal of General Gaines from the command of the army 
in Florida.—Letter of............ debe cee hkd. ck ee eee dees cee (eh ane wees 256 

Clinch, General D. L., introducing Majors NV atson and P lournoy to General Scott, and favoring 
their plan for the e eet eerie calle ile Se ee eee ee ee ee - 261 

Clinch, General D. L., of the operations of the right wing of the army in Florida during the march 
from Tampa Bay to Fort Drane.—Report of. .... cect se oA cei Rakes 270, 282, 283 

Clinch, General D. L., velative to sending a detachment of troops to the relief of the block-house on 
the Withlacoochee.—Letter of................6. eer er sy re er eee eee ee 285 

Clinch, General D. L., velative to the removal of the Seminole Indians west of the Mississippi, and 
the re-enforcement of Forts King and Brooke.—Extract of a letter of....... pews 306 

Clinch, General D. L., relative to the removal of the Seminole Indians to the west, and ordering 

one of the revenue cutters to cruise between Charlotte harbor and Tampa Bay.— 
Extract from a letter of .......... eRe eb OTKKEA WKN RE PORE ORE KS eer 30T 

Clinch, General D. L., in relation to re-enforcements, “disposition of his troops, and the removi al of 
the Indians to the west.—Extracts from the letter of... ...... ere eee ere 308 
Clinton to Grand River rapids.—Progress in the construction of the road from........... 638, 640, 695 

Clothing, &c., for the army, during the years 1836, 1837, and 1838.—Statement of the comparative 
RP NE SPE eon kick tsk Kae CRE EEE REE VEG OU REN EOS eer ee Tr Rimes % 628 
Clothing, &c., for the army, during 1838,—Statement of the cost of the ...............02- Le awe 629 
Clothing for the army.—Explanatory statement of the estimates for the ............. Diese iek ewes 768 
Clothing, &ec., for the militia, for the defence of the Niagara frontier jn 1838. —Estimates for the. 902 
Cobecook bay, Maine.—Survey of the passage into. ...........seccessss seceeeccsecsocsevesees 723 

Cochran’s improvement in fire-arms, and the cost of manutacture of the same.——Report of a board 
EE SEE ET TE 466, 473, 477, 525, 529 

Colt’s improvement in jfire-arms, and the cost of manufacture of the same.—Report of a board of 
a eee See eee eee peer res . 466, 474, 479, 525, 531 

Commissary of subsistence at Fort Brooke, of the amount of bread and bacon received from New 
Orleans.—Statement of Gouverneur Morris, assistant.......... eee er ee 266 

Commissary general of subsistence, approving the conduct of Lieutenant P. Morrison, assistant 
commissary of subsistence at New Orleans,——Letter of..............0. tins: 

Commissary general of subsistence of the operations of his department during the year 1837,— 
PS ee ee ee eee es WES aeeka ews cM cawee ree reo Tee eee 613 


ACCOMPANYING PAPER: 
Statement exhibiting the moneys remitted and charged to contractors and dis- 
bursing oflicers during the first, second, and third quarters of 1837......... 615 
Commissary general of purchases for the army, of the mon *ys received and disbursed on account of 
the various one for the army sitions the first three quarters of 1837,— 


Report of the. oss. rere Peekne Sirens ceieabe bees ~eeeee 625, 626, 627, 628 
Commissary general of purchases for the army, ‘of the compar: ative cost of clothing, &c., for the 

army during the years 1836, 18 ae and 1838.—Statement of the................ 628 
Commissary general of purchases Jor the army, of the cost of clothing, &ec., provided for the army in 

1628.—Statement of the. .....45...6504. Ba Na nab le cage brig or we ie callie le pues 629 
Commissary general of subsistence, transmitting explanatory statements of the estimates for per 

sistence of the army in 1838,—Letter of SRR ARs Pr re T68 
Commissary general of subsistence of the army, submitting estimates for the subsistence of the 

militia for the defence of the Niagara frontier in 1838.—Letter of the....... . 902, 903 
Commissary general of subsistence of the army, submitting estimates for the subsistence of troops in 

oy ee ES a: eRe ee ee eT eee Biateretees 903 
Conneaut harbor, Ohio. —Improve Os Ca Ce oe e PENA OES RWS eee aOR ‘Ciera e eek es 661, 666 
Connecticut river.—E stimates for fortifications for the defence of the mouth i 764 
Contractors and disbursing officers during the first, second, and third quarters of 1837.—Statement 

of the commissary general of subsistence, exiibiting the moneys remitted to...... 615 


Cooper, Captain Samuel, judge advoeate of the court of inquiry, ¢ enclosing his objections to the 

organization and location of the court of inquiry.—Letter from Major General 

Boe EG cps ockar ens choc dior nenses yore tres LCENTRERESESSCERG Ks, Tee 
Core sound, North Carolina-—Improvement of the navigation of........ 00... ce eee eee eee 637, 641 
Council of the right wing of the army in Florida, relative to sending adequate relief to the block- 

house established on the Withlacoochie river by Major McLemore.—Order of the... 284 
Court of inquiry relating to transactions of Brevet Brigadier General John E. Wool, and those 

under his command, in the Cherokee country, Alabama.—Message from the Presi- 

dent of the United States, transmitting the proceedings CRB csacesesecoexaexe GE 


ACCOMPANYING PAPERS: 


Geseral Order No; 49, appointing the Court. ... sis. skeccissesissccsccesee GB 
Testimony of Captain James Morrow........... Teer ete CTT TT si oo 
SONY OF SONNE U, EON. 6. i cciiceccssicersccsvessassrssvs oss CBR-ORR, OF 
Testimony of Alexander Riddle ................ wore Mute Oe 


Testimony of Joseph Byrd .........-.... (eens sees awes SPERM AEE EEE 038 
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Testimony of Henry B. Shaw..............2. Terre Tyee re iuaenaenean 538, 539 
Opinion of the court........... ig. cee et ee Te TET CER ET Le ore Cee o40 
Synopsis of the testimony and documents ..........-.... 2.00 tvetece ee 
General Order No. 63, promulgating the opinion of the court and approv al of the 

President of the United States and dissolvi ing the COUTE ©. ee eee eens errr 544 
Letter of C. C. Clay to the Secretary of War, July : |: aera iin Ie 
Preamble and joint resolutions of the legislature of pretanes Pee OT ee 545 
Letter of C. C. Clay to Captain W.C, De Hart, August 19, 1837................ S68 
Letter of H. McVay to Captain W. C. De Hart, August 28, 1837........... ietes ae 
Letter from General John E. Wool to Capti 1in James Morrow, Janua ary 23, 1837... 547 
Letter from General John E, Wool to Captain James Morrow, March 21, 1831 ‘ 547 
Letter from General John E. Wool to Captain James Morrow, June 3, 1837 ...... 0 547 
Letter from Nathaniel Steele to Captain James Morrow, July 3, 1837....0....... 548 
Letter from Nathaniel Steele and others to Captain James Morrow, June 21, 1837 O48 
Letter from D. 5. Dickinson and others to Captain James Morrow, June 21, 1837. 548 
Letter from the Secretary of War to General John E. Wool, June 20, 1996...... : 549 
Extract from a treaty concluded with the Cherokee Indians, December 29, 1835... 550 
Letter of C. A. Harris, Acting Secretary of War, to General John E. Wool, July 
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Letter from General John E. Wool to General Duni: ap, August 4, 1836 .......... 550 
Letter from General John E, Wool to General Dunlap, August 12,1837 ........ ddl 
Letter a General John E. Wool to the Acting Secretary of War, August 15, 
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Letter rae the Se neret: ury of War to General John E; W ool, September 1, 1836 .. 502 
Letter from General John E, Wool to the Acting Secretary of War, August 27, 

ne en rere eee eee re eee PAIS ORAE ALAS AA SOK we 552 
Letter from the Acting Secretary of War to Gene ral Jolin E. Wool, September 13 

ee SEE TE ee ee Tey eee a eee Tee TT eT ee Te rT 553 
Letter from General John E. Wool to the President of the United States, August 
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Letter from Andrew Jackson, President of the United States, ‘to General John E. 
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Letter from General John E. Wool to the Secre tary of War, September 12, 183 554 
Letter from the Secretary of War to General John E. W ool, September 3, 1836 oe 
Letter from the Acting Secretary of War to General John E. Wool, October 12, 
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Letter from General John E. Wool to the Ac ting Secretary of W ar, September 18, 
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Letter of General ‘John E. Wool to the Acting Secret ary of War, ‘Nov ember 2,1836. 558 
Letter from the Secretary of War ad interim to General John E. Wool, November 
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aaa r from General Jolin E. Wool to the Secretary of War ad interim, November 
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Letter from General John E. Wool to the Secretary of War, March eh Pee 963 
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Letter from General John E. Wool to the Secre tary of War, July 19, reer 5t4 
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Letter from General John E. Wool to the Secretary of War, August 6, 1837..... 965 
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Courts of inquiry into the operations of the army under the command of Major General Scott and 
Major General Gaines, and on the course pursued by those officers respectively.— 
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ACCOMPANYING PAPERS: 
General Order No. 65, convening the court at Frederick, Maryland............. 129 
General Order No. 68, extending the inquiry of the court of inquiry............. 129 
Remarks of Major General Scott on the organization and location of the court.... 130 
Remarks of Major General Macomb on the objections of Major General Gaines to 
the organization of the court .... ........ an each ae p< ct6deveeiewawedesaee. ae 
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Deposition of Captain Charles Dimmock, assistant quartermaster....... ecngenee Fae 
Deposition of Colonel James Gadsden, late quartermaster general in the army of 

Florida . eer ger e eC eT e CTT Tee Teer rere ere Teer Tee 133, 157 
Deposition of Francis D. Newcomb, assistant quartermaster at Tampa Bay.. .... = 135 
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and subsistence of all officers s, professors, and cadets, for buildings, repairs, books, 
and all incidental charges.—Statement of the .........0..eeee cece eee swawnwee 87 
Expenses of the Military Academy from 1815 to the end of the y year 1834, as near as ascertained.— 
IN ha ciceeana robbs onnacucrncecsnrnaessewrenanneeel 88 
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Fairweather island, Connecticut.—Preservation of..... Sep eg eee yee piste eee ake ea ee 
Fenwick, General John R., president of the board of officers on the improve ments in fire-arms by 
Hall, Colt, Cochran, Leavitt, and Hackett, and their relative qualities and effi- 
cieney.—Report of .. Kee kee ens Madsbabedheavs ign eees eee ware 
Fire-arms by Hall, Colt, Cochran, Hac ke ‘tt, Fisher, and Leav itt, as compared with the United States 
musket and rifle, and their relative qualities and efficiency, and the cost of manu- 
facturing each arm.—Report of a board of officers on improvements in........ 466, 525 
Fisher’s improvement in fire-arms and the cost of manufacture of the same.—Report of a board of 


‘iintninnn ate 


520 





officers on..... ee eee ei sie poise caine eieie St os cio se 
Fitzpatrick, C., relative to the Seminole Indians being furnished with arms and ammunition by a 

Spanish vessel.—Letter from ............6. REcSEAEREAEREE TERR es «6 
Florida into the service against the Seminole Indians i 1 Florida.—Letter of Major General Scott 

calling the militia of ........660..++ eer ere eT eee (LEDER CLEC RRERS SE . 228 
Florida relative to the situation of General Clinch at Camp King, and urging the hastening of 

re-enforcements for his relief.—Letter from the governor Of. ....... 2.0.00 con wae 
Florida militia to reconnoitre the Withlacoociee river.—Letter of General Scott directing the..... 376 
Florida volunteers, for a term of six months, to protect the Alachua settlements.-—Letter of General 

Scott relative to veaiigeleg, one company Of......... :-atewkaneweg eeeeteras 286 
Florida against the Indi: > of Major General E. P. Gaines announcing his arrival and 

plan of operations PO OT eT Pee ee Te re ee eee eT ee ees T 240 
Florida volunteers during the expedition to the Withlac vochee. —Report of Major Leigh Re: id of 

IN OD Cbd 5 6d okie vnc euekee eben snes ere te eee wie 
Florida volunteers for defence of the settlements between the St. John’s and the Atlantic —Letter 

of General Scott relative to enrolling a company of mounted ..........-...44. .. 293 
Florida and removal of General Scott from command of the army in Florida.—Letter of Joseph M. 

White relative to the de fenceless condition Of.....-..seceseecescececees ii 
F lorida.—Report of the Secret ary of War, with orders withdrawing M: ajor General Scott and 

appointing Major General Jesup to the command, and corre spondence showing the 

operations of the army against the Seminole Indians in...... (kbp AUS KEo era ee 794 
Flynv’s knoll, near Sandy Hook, New Y ork —P rogress made in the erection of a light- house on. "638, 642 
Forage, and allowances for servants of instructors, cadets, and all other persons ‘employed at the 

Military Academy, for each year, from January 1, 1830, to December 31, 1834.-— 

Statement of the pay OG CANNON WR 6.35 5 sk bb Heke Re Ft Ane ae ae 83 
Forage for the use of the army in Florida.—Letter of Major General Winfield Scott relative to for- 

| EE eer re eT Le Oe ey ee eee eee rT er TT eT eee 235 


Fort King by a detachment of the army in Florida.—Gencral order of Major General Scott relative 


eee Pe eRh nid hehe eek sapere es 
Fort Gratiot and the mouth of Grand river.—-( ‘ondition of the road from Detroit to...... savass- 688,600 
Fort Moultrie, in Charleston harbor.-—Resolutions of South Carolina for the preservation of Sulli- 
van’s island and the site of ee eT PUL Foe renee eT eT Hamebsanesakiaae War 
Fort on the western frontier of Arkansas.——L etter of the Secre eta uy of War relative to the sedection of 
ne a EE IPC ener (Sieietbew hk see peed ee eokeak <-> we 
Fort Coffee, on the Arkansas river, as a suitable location for a military ‘post. —Desecription of...... 976 
Fort Smith, on the Arkansas river, as a suitable location for a military post—Description of..... ITT 
Fortifications have not been made by the board of engineers.—Statement of the points along the 
sea frontier which will require protection, for which plans of........... itimeies Wee 
Fortifications in 1837.—Report of the chief engineer of the army on the condition of the... ....... 68 
Fortiications at Fort Adams, Narraganset Roads, Rhode Island .................- . 980, 631, 639, 644 
At Fort Barrancas, Pensacola harbor, Florida............. ere (5d5SER DE aes. 
At Fort Calhoun, Hampton Roads, Virginia................2.0005 io: "632, 640, 644 
At Fort Caswell, Oak island, North Carolina.................. 580, 632, 640, 644, 899, 901 
In Charleston harbor, South Carolina ............. icivewevekewes ..... 980, 6338, 640, 644 
At Fort Columbus and Castle William, New York..... cease’ wo... O80, 682, 639, 644 
At Fort Delaware, Delaware river ........... POT Cee CET TT TET TTT COT 580, 632, 639 
At Fort Hamilton, New York...... eee eee eT eerie r er eer. ee .... 639, 644 
At Fort Independence, Poston harbor, Massachusetts ........ 0.00.00 0000 e ee 580, 631, 639 
At Fort Jackson, Louisiana ........ piessnha whats a ane- arse Se eT eo eee 640, 644 
ee ee etch kee eee wsakaw eo ines pekeweeRerisae vere 639, 644 
At Fort Livingston, Grande Terre, Louisiana................. ere ert 633, 640, 644 
At Fort McHenry, Baltimore harbor, Maryland ...... ie txeariesanees seesss- 880, 632, G39 
At Fort Marion, St. Augustine, Florida ............ Tre ee ery Te skier 0G bie ... 633, 640 
At Fort Mifflin, Delaware river................e00. (eae civavee dees ‘iiss ee 
At Fort Monroe, Hampton Roads, Virginia................ DeGiaereGenreses Coe 580, 632 
At Fort Morgan, Mobile Point, Alabama............... chaaieee iiews ae: 
At Fort Pickens, Pensacola harbor, Florida..................0.085 580, 633, 640, 644, 899 
At Fort Pulaski, Cockspur island, Georgia.............06.0005 iene” oe 640, 644 
At Fort Schuyler, East river, New York..... PAN Ree ewan kas eer rT 580, 632, 6 39, 644 
At Fort Warren, Boston harbor, PE co sii xnav eeniwen cake epee 580, 631, 639 
On Foster’s Bank, Sn ie EP ET Oe OL hE re ee eee 580, 633, 640, 644, 901 
Fortifications completed and under construc tion, and the full armament and amount of force tu arm 
and garrison each.—Statement of the number and names of the................ 580 
Fortifications projected by the board of engineers, but which are not yet commenced, and the esti- 
mate of their cost—Statement, number, and names of the ..... ee Se ee 580, 657 
Fortifications in 1837.—Amount expended for contingencies of ..... Tre TTT eer eey 633, 644, 645 
Fortifications in the harbor of New London and at the mouth of Connecticut river.——Estimates for. 764 
Fortifications on the western boundary of the State—-Memorial of the legislature of Arkansas for 
the establishment of a line of ..................... 5p PONE Pelee CAR NA its 1002 
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Page. 

Foster, John, for pay for the term of his enlistment, on the allegation that he was left behind on . 

account of sickness.—Report of a committee om the clammof. ......6-.55 , 908 
Foster, Lieutenant Colonel William S., of the operations of the troops under his command on the 

Withlacoochee and Hillsborough rivers.—Report of. Heewie ewe eenedod 288 
Fosler, Colonel William S., to proceed to Fort Drane and procure ri itions of pork and bread for the 

use of the army.—Order of General Gaines directing..............06. errr. 426 
Pow Veter, Wieeeneii Bate OF ow 5. 5 ow eke eins cece twee en eee eT eee ee eer e ae: 
Frontier—(See Western frontier.) 

° 
G. 

Gadsden, James, late quartermaster) general in the army in Florida, relative to the operations con- 

ducted by Generals Scott and Gaines during the campaign against the Seminole 

Indians in Florida in 1836.—Deposition of .... 0... 0.2.0.0... 002.0065 133, 157, 164, 165 
Gadsden, James, quartermaster general in the army in Florida, to Major McLemore, informing him 

that the division under General Scott will advance to the Withlacoochee.—Letter 

eee See ee eee ee eee ee ee eee ee eee eee ee 134 
Gaines, General E. P., and General Winfield Scott, and the course pursued by those officers, respec- 

tively, in 1836.—Proceedings of military courts of inquiry on the operations of the 

army under the command of ....... Ale ath GRh och Lee esi a eh Sw Wh «se 5 .. 125, 366 
Gaines, E P., to the judge advocate of the court of inquiry, enclosing his objections to the organi- 

zation and location of the court of inquiry.—Letter from. .... 6.0.06. eee eee eee 212 
Gaines, General EF. P., notifying the court of inquiry on the operations of the army in Florida 

against the Seminole Indians in 1836 of his presence, and claiming the right to 

examine witnesses and the record of the court.—Letter from... 06. ccc ee ee ee ee 214 
Gaines, General E. P., relative to the embarecation for Florida of a regiment of Louisiana volun- 

areca ao en ea tae huis Mase REAARS Sooo LR eW, SRR 239 
Gaines, General FE. P., announcing his arrival in Florida with a force for operating against the 

Indians, and plan of operations.—Letter of...........-.... cece ccc secececeece -- 240 
Gaines, General E P., relative to an attack upon his troops by the Seminole Indians near the 

Withlacoochee.—Letters of.............0005 Esra remiey Sawai ay ey astolcat salva oh or aM Oe sui Ne ak oh oe oe te oR - 246 
Gaines, General E. P., from command in Florida.—Letters relative to the withdrawal of..... reer 247 
Gaines, General E. P., withdrawing from the command of the army in Florida in favor of General 

NE st ee wligt <. bean hea Aes Adee eRe RR RERRERER EL peeS 256 
Gaines, General FE. P., in Florida —Letter of Captain E. A Hitchcock re lative to the operations of 

eee tees ander She COMMUNI OF oi ecco ee a vse cuwesonsesaeeseee ada 301 
Gaines, General E. P., relative to the delay in receiving “ Order No. 37,” and defending his opera- 

tions at Camp Isard, Piorida.—tLetter of. ..... . 05.55 c sc cecc cecwevsecces eres 445 
Gaines, General E. P., requesting attention to a letter from Major J.D. Graham relative to an inter- 

view with General Gaines, at Pensacola, February 6, 1836.-—Letter of. .......... 446 
Gaines, General FE. P., appointing Captain BE. A. Hitchcock to act as adjutant general.— Order of. 42) 
Gaines, General EF’ P., directing Lieutenant Colonel D. E. Twiges to muster the Louisiana volun- 

teers into service, and repair immediately to Tampa Bay, Florida—-Order of...... 420 
Gaines, General FE. P.,inrelation to his operations in raising troops for service in Florida——Letter of — 421 
Gaines, General E. P., advising General Clinch of the embareation of troops for service in Florida — 

telat Dae atin Win ong a 6 aes GR ARAN de SARA RAS TRO OS 429 
Gaines, General E. P., directing the distribution of the sixth regiment at the various forts in Louisi- 

ana for their protection.—Order of. ............6-- OCCT TICE T eee ee er 422 
Gaines, General E. P., requesting additional companies of Louisiana volunteers.—Letter of ...... 422 
Gaines, General E. r relative to the order directing him to assume command of the troops stationed 

Gn dee western border of Loutsiana.——Letter of... . 2.5.6 05s nee sene esas tenes 423 
Gaines, General E. P., appointing Captain Hitchoek to act as assistant inspector general, and Lieu- 

tenant J. Izard to act as brigade major, and designating the troops to compose a 

PP INI RNIN 08s ahs baw 4 9S aR KR ARES . 424 
Gaines, General E. P., directing Majors Hl. Wilson and W. W. Lear to do duty as field officers.— 

ce peer i EOE Oe OT ee eT rE ee ee iince Sn 
Gaines, General E. P., directing the issue of rifles and accoutrements to the friendly indiane.— 

EE eet Ube Gok opaanaden aes KURdekes doa ae howe Oe een 424 
Gaines, General E. P., directing the issue of rifles for the use of the Indian department.—Order of — 424 
Gaines, General EF. I’., notifying the department of his arrival at Fort King with regular and vol- 

unteer force,——Letter of.......... eae eK ere Tr rer eT TT eee TTT ETE T. CeCe ee 424 
Gaines, General E. P., on submitting a paper in reference to the sige ation of his letter of July 

4, 1836, in the New Orleans Bulletin of September 27, 1836—Remarks of....... 392 
Gaines, General E. ¥., before the court of inquiry, on the oper ations “of the troops under his com- 

mand, and the causes of the delays and failure of the campaign against the Semi- 

wine Tetinne im 1606.—Defence of .. oo ok 5 ck ck ceca ce seeeeeeeeseeses ‘ 395 
Gaines, General E. P., velative to the massacre of Major Dade and a detachment of troops under 

his command by the Seminole Indians in Florida—Letter of ...........086. scx OR 
Gaines, General E. P., for ordnance and ordnance stores for the use of troops at Fort Brooke, 

Florida.—Regaisition of ee, eee ee ee ee ere rer ee Te . 419 
Gaines General E. P., for quartermaster’s stores for the use of troops at Fort Brooke, Florida.— 

Requisitio ole Oe Oe EE Lee eee ee er eee ee RCE eee 419 
Gaines, General E. P., soliciting the services of cight companies of riflemen and infantry of Louis- 

iana volunteers for service in Florida —lLetter of ..........0. 0 ee cece eee acca! ae 
Gaines, General E. P., for the delivery to Licutenant Myers of forty thousand rations of provisions 

for use of troops in Florida—Order of.......... Basan eerrr ree errr .-- 420 
Gaines, General E. P., directing Lieutenant Myers to receive arms and ordnance stores from the 

arsenal at Baton Rouge, and forward the same to Fort Brooke, Florida.—Order of 420 
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Gaines, General E. P., informing General Clinch of his arrival at Fort King, and route of march 
ene le IN OR os eee eEwsde aks ok00ese dd ee eOeneR 
Gaines, General FE. P., directing Lieutenant Colonel William 5. Foster to proceed to Fort Drane 
and procure rations, and sie iin Shannon to procare horses.—Order of.......... 
Gaines, General EF. P., directing Lieutenant G. HW Talcott to procure three horses for iis use of the 
ee giv i clap okies che ba beet ae xe kee sd ret ere rey ree 
Gaines, General FE. P., directing Lieutenant Buchanan to act as brigade major of the light brigade.— 
i IE RO EE ee Pe Pr re rer ee er ee eee A TO Sp eos 
Gaines, General E. P., relative to the position of the Seminole Indians near the Withlacoochee and 
Cypress swamp, and proposing to General Clinch a junetion of their forces.— 
Letter of. Saka ohm sey Siw ain So te ete ole ee eee ee eee ee ee 
Gaines, General EF. P., direc ting Licutenant Colonel D. EK. Twiggs to resume command of the post 
SE es a rk re eee 
Gaines, General E. P., vesigning the command of the troops in Florida to General Clinch.—Order of. 
Gaines, General EL. P., detailing the circumstances and the reasons for his operations in Florida,— 
EP eee Ree SL spk Mee ER ee eves LeeeeeRudwe ee er .429, 
Gaines, General E. P., requesting the publication of the circumstances and the reasons for his 
operations In Florida in some newspaper.—Letter of........ Rin. \wbe wa Sirk 
Gaines, General E. P., relative to the establishment of military posts and de fence of the western 
ee hein Skies. Se eG ss cee ese pes ta be ew eR EREAT aR ewe. 
Gates, Major William, at Volusia, Florida, April 14, 1836.—Opinion of the court of inquiry into the 
ION 4690 Gc heaton wen ctees chavo Risisis eis Wise. @ was «ee euetemue cnciarene eis shee cece 
ee nr ee SE FP Ng 5b io oC WADE EKA CEE sb DER ONGS KE NSO Se ORO RS 
Genesee river, New York.—Improvement of the.............- satis want Limemipeoa wee 634, 641, 
Georgia, for advances for the expenses of two companies of volunteers for the suppression of Indian 
hostilities in Florida in 1836.—Report of a committee on the claim of the re of 
Augusta ...... ere or rr rere REL eK as eR ee UU ebes ks 
Georgia, for advances made for the equipment of certain volunteers employed for the suppression 
of Indian hostilities in Florida in 1836.—Report of a committee on the claim of 
the corporation of Washington, Wilkes county...... rakes heew Ree Kes isan tck 
Georgia relative to the delay in opening and prosecuting the campaign ag ainst the Creek Indians 
in 1836.—De »position of William Schle LE idaiiieiempete METER oe CER COTTE TOE 
Georgia into the service against the Seminole Indians in Florida.—Letter of Major General Scott 
Re OU IG oo bch ase 1G nao ak’ 3X: Ske eRA REAR ELSE AR e Rares 
Georgia, called into service in suppressing Indian hostilities | Florida.—Letter of the Se cretary 
of War relative tu the payment of the ean incurred by the militia of....... 
Georgia volunteers from Fort Drane to the St. Jobn’s.—Orders for the retrograde movement of the. 
Georgia volunteers had arrived in Florida,—Letter of Major General Scott stating that the...... - 
Georgia relative to the commencement of hostilities by the Creek Indians.—Letter of the governor 
DOPE Te ee ee ree eee eee eeee oe er Wek ete eaee ews 
Georgia for the delivery of muskets and ammunition to the militia called for the protection of the 
frontier.—Letter of me gvovernor of..... Wee TTS TT OTE TERE TT Tee , 
Georgia volunteers, under command of General Sanford, to march for Roanoke.-—Order of General 
Ee CE ON odin ini oe Kea wcw es wiaeiowed pia'é is orn & ees , pis isis ioienstateve aie 
Georgia foot volunteers to be honor ably discharged.—Order of Gener: al Scott direc ting er si 


Georgia volunteers employed during the Creck campaign in 1836.—Statement of the number of.. 
Gibson, George—(See Commissary general of subsistence, ) 

Goat island, Niagara river, 
Graduates of the Military Academy.—(Sce Cadets.) 

Graham, Major J. D., relative to an interview with General Gaines, at Pensacola, February 6, 1836.— 


RNS OR Res hein Sle bw ewe LL Ee eee ore ae ae eee 
Grand River harbor, Ohio.—Improvement of the....... 0... cee eee eee .banée eerewksncn Ge 
Grand River rapids.—Progress in the construction of the road from Clinton to................ 638, 


Gratiot, Charles.—(See Engineer of the army.) 
Green, Captain, of the revenue service, of the operations of the army in Florida against the Seminole 


Indians in 1836. —Te | de POS Te ee ee ee ere ee iitiEeres 
Gunter, heirs of John, in possession of the ‘land and improvements claimed by them. pci iohteie ar 
General Wool placing........ ee ee eee rey yee ee LekeUeebaaee es 


Hackeit’s improvement in fire-arms, and the cost of manufacturing the same.—Report of a board of 
ON ET eee Te Cee ee paces ckbedan wees 

Hagner, Peter.—(See Auditor of the Treasury, Third. ) 

Haley, Elisha, and Samuel Ingham, relative to the fortifications at New London harbor and the 
mouth of Connecticut river.—Letter of........... eT err ere rT 

Hall, John H, tor the purchase of his patent right for making rifles —Re port ‘of a@ committee on 


the petition of. cinteieeee Scevewsk an heon Dew Knee nes 
Hall’s improvement in fire- “arms, and the cost of manufacturing the same.—Report of a board oo 
oe er EEE NOEENS tenes eoes ener ee -" 52 
Harbors and rivers in 1837.—Report of the chief ¢ ngineer of the army on the improvements of. 
Chicago harbor, Illinois............. idee Ceiain (ebb ika seh eaaeuas ens 633, 
taisin river, Michigan ee Treen pbb odviwe tex (ierGepeeadeneet ee ee ee 659, 
On the south shore of Lake Er Ws sexwenwns pice ta eealccene keorenen ee eT ee 634, 
Genesee river, New York...........-. is ae saew we PKtenevaleion ite «cay Se 
I i ag a a ia gi ai et la ge re ais a ; 659, 
sig Sodus bay, New York........ a en ane are re arr e ee Tee eT ... 6384, 641, 
Hereor of Grand rivet, Olio... . oo. cis cc cc co ssececcss (itech ead uensewenans 660, 
634, 641, 


ea Ce er rrr inadek eee 


New York.—Progress in the construction of a light-house on....... 638, 


....466, 473, 478, 525, 
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928 
672 
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345 
354 


642 


446 
664 
695 


148 


547 


530 


, 930 
633 
640 
662 
640 
672 
663 
672 
664 
674 
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Harbors and rivers in 1837 —Improvement of—Continued. 


Harbor of Whitehall, New York.......... aca anawe eee ik SES Re 


Page. 


Cleveland harbor, Ohio ............- (Wionaththalehnwis ates cane eawtene ae 660, 664 
Oswego harbor, New York ....... iar Relea ac eae vile ee aba nosk et age .. 634, 641, 676 
Harbor at Cunninghain creek, Ohio........ ........ ee eee ices as ekenbs 661, 665 
Monument on Steel’s ledge, Maine.............06- Pe Te eT eee TT ee war 634, 641 
PI TU, OI ona occa ve ec nc ei eee sews APPT Oe ee ica ik hh hc 661, 665 
Breakwater on Stanford’s ledge, M: eee ee eee eee Te ere Riwipaaaces 634, 641 
ee a i er pnowenans err t ore Te Tere 661, 666 
Piers at Kennebunk, Maine..... slept acaica cake asaliae ibe ee er ee ee ..-. 634, 641 
Se SN FI 5 iki bah eben sds cower e senda eee Akers ine wnke ud one . 659, 663 
Merrimack river, Maasachusetia........ 2.2.2.2. 0008; ere Tere mer TT ee eee ae 
Erie or Presque Tsle hi SE PRI soos eG kw emnnes os ced de ce cenene anes . 667 
Deepening the channel of the Cocheco bri anch of the Pisc ataqua river, New Hamp- 
shire. er eee Sears & austenite Se ee Cer ee eee Kee ees ae ae exeen 634, 641 
Breakwater at Sandy bay, MM: assachusetts.......26. iteepace sak. anes ae aien . 634, 641 
Preservation of Rainsford island, Massachusetts. ..........0..0.0 cee ee ee eees , 634, 641 
Pree ok Terie, TEAMRCIMOITE. oe cei ck asks ererec encase coves cecia coonee G36, 608 
Peat Gor it TUE, NOW BOCK. occ ccc ccc eesscneivinces hte pared aba eaer aera 668 
Piymonth beach, Masgachusetts........... 0s cc cess cence cece ceeeccerseesens ... 634, 641 
Provincetown harbor, Massachusetts ........... eS eee ae Te ee 634, 641 
Hyannis breakwater, Massachusetts. ............000- TET eT Peer rrr errs exe 634, 641 
ee eee eeorr ee eee ee ceuames a 659 
Breakwater at the mouth of Bass river, Massachusetts............ 0.200 c eee eee 634, 641 
Tee Tne Te, DEANUOTIN on nas ss kk kee e eee eesccn Seeds scecenss 635, 641 
Sreakwater at Church’s cove, Little Compton, Rhode Island....... isuee axes ..-. 635, 641 
Thames river, Connecticut...... ee ne Pe ee eee eee ee sienepes chewed 635, 641 
Saybrook harbor, Connecticut.... © ....-.- pe koe Seed Aad eae FRR See WERE 635, 641 
Bridgeport harbor, Conmoctiont..... . 2.65.0 scseecc cscs ewcevscececs noe eae aa eee 635, 641 
Fairweather island, Connecticut .......... ddA a RAS He CAR es mae ee 635, 641 
Southport harbor, Connecticut.........ee00.. ee eeees USCC CECT TT OC CCE TT ere 635, 641 
Harbor of Westport, Connecticut...........6665 OT ee EE Pee Terre .-. 635, 641 
Ppeeow wt Comer Fotet, Connection oo. ccc coc iesc ccs cscseseseces ee rr ee ee 635, 641 
Preeeen fiver, NOW TOME 052665 c00ecseaes Meehiewa<xus ‘(%. Ra eeneetenee 635, 641, 617 
Tee-breaker on Staten Island, New York...........-. eee Tee eee Piixcens us 635, 641 
New Brunswick harbor, New Jersey...... 0 2.22.66: Tee TCe TTT TTT Te .. 635, 641, 682 
Eanes Sere BAPON, NOW PETREY. 86 ic cies ice cares scccessdes ehpnies rere. 635, 641 
Chester harbor, Pennsylvania..... ees RwaKen eee eee Ter eT ee ee conses 685,002 
Wilmington harbor, Delaware.......... Pepekeeeness Sees eter TT Teer eT eee 636, 641 
Harbor of Newcastle, Delaware... ...... Re Meee ey eee eee ere eer .... 636, 641 
Delaware breakwater, Delaware bay.......... ee eer ee ere ok ekwens ... 636, 641 
Mooring buoys in the harbor of Delaware breakw ater ee err ey er eee 636, 641 
Harbor of Baltimore, a ae ener Sere ane eer ee a eee err roe 636, 641 
Improvement of the debouches of the Dismal Swamp canal........... 2.22.22. ee 636, 641 
Ocracoke inlet, North Carolina.......... Peevisetencakes wee seus baa dee eae 637, 641 
Pamlico river, North CO eae Se eS eee Tee eee eT Tee Ter ee ee 637, 641 
New river and Core I, OM CR hk 0 hie he hens iwewv ound, eer, < 
Savannah river, Georgia..............- i tial de a hay deg ices aCe A id hw eens 637, 641 
Brunswick harbor, Geor eee eeteel CHR EEER eee KEK dM Rw SH CRS seeee 631,605 
Improvement of the inl: ind navigation be twee n St. Mary’s and St. John’s, F lorida . 637, 641 
Apalachicola harbor, Florida............ ee eee ee eer eee ere Tee ee 637, 642 
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Harbor of Burlington, Vermont .... Pr ee ome ee ee csecce Ta ene 
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month of St. Joseph's river, Michigan... . 5.2... .66<s000se00%% ‘a. AO ERGaes .» $25, 728 
Harbor of Michigan City, Indiana....... Pee ee eee Pere ee re ese .. 125, 728 
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Harris, C. A-—(See War, Secretary of.) , 
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Haversacks.—(See Arms, dc.) 
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Havre de Grace, Maryland.—Report of a survey and estimate for the improveme mnt of the harbor of. 998 
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Heintzelman, Lieutenant S. P., enclosing a list of subsistence and ordnance stores received at Darien 
to be sent to Hawkinsville.—Letter of... .........cccce se veee Laan biewmeaw-s 324, 341 
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Letters to Major General Jesup on same subject...............02 0000. ere er 829, 835 
Henry, William, administrator of, for money advanced to a company of Mississippi volunteers for 
pay from the time they were mustered into service to the time of their rendezvous 
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Hitchcock, Captain E. A., relative to the public: ation of a letter addressed to Hon. Francis §. Lyon in 
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Hitchcock, Captain E. A., relative to the operations of the troops under the command of Gener: r 
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Hitchcock, Captain E. A., relative to the operations of the troops under the command of Gener -al 
Gaines in Florida during the Seminole war in 1836.— Testimony of.......... 3867, 382 
Hitchcock, Captain E. A., to act as adjutant general.—Order of General E. P. Gaines appointing. 420 
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Hitchcock, Captain LE. A, reporting his observations of the battle ground near the Withlacoochee 
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IMitchcock, Captain E. A., relative to the publication of his letter to “Hon, I. 8. Lyon,” dated March 
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Hogan, John B., superintendent of Creek removal, relative to enlisting a thousand friendly Creek 
‘Indi: uns for service in Florida.—Letters of ..........00ecee00.02--- 209, 260, 519, 521 
Holmes, James G., for the preservation of Sullivan’s island and the site of Fort Moultrie, in 
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Holt, Jacob H., for pay as clerk to the quartermaster of the Military Academy. iy.—Report of a com- 
UN AR NR Siig 5h Ce ee iledes wenn bmaeee ene hikes Tee 
Horses lost by the Missouri volunteers in F lorida.—-Letter of the Secretary of War relative to...... 955 
Hostilities.—(See Indian hostilities.) 
Hudson river, New York.—Improvement of the tee _ Seereeeerre ere PRK Sikes 635, 641, 677 
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Huson, Major Marcus D., of ¢ reorgia, relative to the del: ay in ope ning and prosec uting the cam- 
paign against the C eck Indians in 1836.—De position RE Ie 172,183 
Hyannis, Massachusetts —Continuing the construction of the breakwater at ...... errr tT ee 
I. 
Illinois river, from its mouth to the termination of the canal.—Survey Of. .......-cceececeeeeeee 124 
Indian Affairs, Commissioner of, relative to the number of Indians and warriors on the western 
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Indian Affairs, Commissioner of, relative to the number of Creek Indians engaged in the hostilities ‘ 
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Indian Affairs, Commissioner of, relative to the number of Seminole Indians at the commencement 

of hostilities, number removed, and the number remaining.—Letter of the...... - 99T 
Indian hostilities in Florida in 1836.—Report of a committee on the claim of the city of Augusta, 

Georgia, for money advanced for the expenses of two companies of volunteers for 

REL PE Ee 115 
Indian hostilities in Florida in 18386.—Report of a committee on the claim of Washington, Wilkes 

county, Georgia, for money advanced for the expenses of certain volunteers for the 

suppression of EEE EE Ce re ee ee ee ae en eee eee saa 116 
Indian hostilities by the Creek Indians in Georgia.—Letter of the governor of Georgia re lative to 

the commencement Of ......0.. ccc. cee ceecuccecccecucs : iameunsseeeies . dll 
Indian hostilities in Florida,—Estimates of appropriations for suppressing the Seminole aewnawaaes 466 
Indian hostilities in Florida and the Cherokee country.—Additional estimates for preventing and 

sine: sigue. HEEL eM OTE TE CCE LETT ERT TET etaske eens 790 
Indian hostilities in Flor ida.«w Additional estimates for the subsistence of the militia and volunteers 

Si i Blah Se Pe re Pere cone «68D 
Indians, Cherokee, concluded December 29, 1835 —Extract from a treaty with the........ sw. 
Indians, Cherokee, relative to the ee, of the council of chiefs and headmen relative to the 

execution of the treaty—Letter of the principal ................ piwausen cooss§=— GG 
Indians in 1836,— Report of a committee upon the claim of the city of Mobile, Alabama, fur expense 

in equipping two companies of mounted volunteers for protection against the Creek. 108 
Indians in 1836,—Statement of the number of companies of the several regiments of the army 

operating against the Creek ...... CC TTR CET Tee CTT eer ee a« Ja 
Indians in 1836.—Proceedings of the court of inquiry into the delay in opening and prosecuting 

the campaign NE Cs we Sdn eee SRRS KN eae ee pean 38 
Indians for service in Florida.—Order of General Scott for engaging five hundre d Cre e ok were 258, 520 
Indians for service in Florida.—Letters of John B. Hogan, supe rintendent of Creek removal rela- 

tive to enlisting a thousand Creek. ........ inti anita eh actok ae eS 259, 260, 519, 521 
Indians and the measures necessary to preserve their tranquillity.—Letter of the Secretary of War 

relative to the Creek Rakai ss eee eee jeaeewaae eer err 277 
Indians.—Letter of the governor of Georgia re lative to the corhmenceme nt of hostilities by the 
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Indians west of the Mississippi.—Letter of Gene seal Scott relative to the surrender and removal of 

he in ROE CCE CET a ee ene ee ee re eee ee cee 349 
Indians in the service against the Seminole Indians in Florida.—Letter of General Jesup relative 

to continuing the Creek ...... ere oe eee Ss a gah aah p Sct eae MR ma 
Indians, Creek, engage “din the hostilities during 1836 and 1837.—Statements of the number of. 951 


Indians in the service against the Seminole Indians in Florida.—Letter of the Secretary of War 
relative to employing the Shawnee, Choctaw, Sac and — Delaware, and 
Kickapoo ..... Pad ecg Ram eeKe ae eer Tere een es ere . 922, 523, 524, 525 
Indians in Florida, de.—Report of the Secretary of War, with orders ‘withdr: iwing _m General 
Scott and appointing Major General Jesup to command the army against the 
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Indians in Florida in 1836.—Statement of the number of companies of the several regiments of 

the army operating against the Seminole... .......... 0.05 .cccccacscsececscacs 114 
Indians in 1836.—Proceedings of the court of inquiry into the operations of the army in Florida, 

under the command of Major General Scott, against the Seminole........... sco «= 
Indians, Seminole, in the field in Florida.—Letter of Major General Winfield Scott relative to the 
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Indians, Seminole, near Lake Okeechobee, Florida. Re port of Colonel Zac schary Taylor of an engage- 
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Indians, Seminole, in Florida.—Statement of the number of troops, including Indian allies employed 

in the war against the ..... ee Sintheewee Reis ere 'Mawendeceanses. Se 


Indians, Seminole, at the commencement of hostilies, number removed, and number remaining.— 
Letter of the Commissioner of Indian Affairs relative to the number of .......... 997 
Indians during the Indian hostilities in Florida.—Letter of the adjutant general of the army rela- 


re Cer Chie UNE OF TMG ois 5k na oa ns no nds ce cn ckanscesdease secese .. 232 
Indians for their country west of the Mississippi river —Order of General Scott relative to the em- 
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Indians in the military service against the Seminole Indians in Florida, and the number so em- 
ployed.—Orders and instructions authorizing the employment of................ 518 








Indians on the western frontiers.—Statement of the number of...........002008 ce eee sixncee: ee 
Indians called into service 1 ‘ders and instructions relative to the enlistment and num- 
WOE nar ck k el uaereer es OTT Te Te Tee ee eee TET Tee TET TCT TT 
Indians employed as allies in the war with the Seminole Indians in Florida.—Statement of the 
number of...... Sg ka Oa alae eee rere rs T iSsatake ews ae. 2a 
Infantry of the army for 1888 —Register of the officer s of the. erreer pneekaawdds ere rrr i “a 
Infantry of the army.—Lineal rank of the officers of she ee ee re ee ‘i itntizeawtia. Ie 


Ingham, Samuel, relative to the fortifications for the defence of New London harbor and the mouth 
an the Commeetient viver.— Letter OF. cin csc asceccsscccsccissssscaseesssccsces TE 
Instructors at the Military Academy from January 1, 1830, to Decenber 31, 1834. —Statement of the 
pay of the...... ee ree ee PT TOT ee eee ES TE TTT eT TT Te rT Ter 83 
Irvine, C—(See Commissary general of purchases.) ) 
Izard, ’ Lieutenant J., to perfurm the duties of brigade major.—Order of General Gaines directing... 424 
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Jackson, Andrew.— (See President of the United States.) 

Jesup, General Phomas S., to assume command of the forces called into service for the suppression 
of hostilities i in the Creek country.—Letter of the Secretary of War to......... 

Jesup, General Thomas 8., requesting some cumpanies of regular troops to operate with the volun- 
teers.—Letter of .............. errr Aske bua e Mena weer or rT ee ee” wk 

Jesup, General Thomas S., relative to the movement of the troops under his command.—Letters of. 

Jesup, General Thomas 8. relative to his advance towards Fort Mitchell, and requesting supplies.— 





Letters of ..... cine eueeues (Ev: AR EEE Eee Rhee eer eS Per ee oye ee 
Jesup, General Thomas S., in relation to his operations and advance towards Fort Mitchell.— 
SE OE 6 55a bn w ss Dench beexs cena eT Te ee ETT RTT eT Leese wee ties 
Jesup, General Thomas S., in relation to mode of conduc ting: the campaign against the Creek 
Indians.—Letter of ............060 er errs ere bmw Risienck weds Tee rer 
Jesup, General Thomas S., relative to the operations of the corps of the army under his command 
against the Creek Indians..... ee ee eee ee meee ey pee Re 
Jgsup, General Thomas S., relative to advancing to “ Long’s” with his army, and asking for two 
companies of regular troops.—Letter errs. errr eeeeee es eer reer T 
Jesup, General Thomas S., relative to difficulties existing in his camp, ‘and desiring that General 
Patterson be placed in command of his division.—Letter of ............ 2000000 
Jesup, General Thomas S., enclosing reports of General Patterson aud Captain Parrott relative to 
the surrender of a number of Creeks —Letter of........... DEA CEERS eee ess 
Jesup, General Thomas S., relative to the operations of the army under his command against the 
Creek Indians.—Letter of .............+- eee Tee Terre TT eee ree , 
Jesup, General Thomas S., to take command of the troops serving against hostile Creeks.—Order 
of the major general of the army to ..... ewer ee Te ere ey Cree ee Te 
Jesup, General Thomas S., relative to the flight of Neo Mico’s party, and stationing the marines on 
the road from Columbus to Tuskegee.—Letter of ........ eee eR ee ee 
Jesup, General Thomas S., relative to a report of General Scott of the surrender of two hundred 
and fifty Indians to General Watson.—Letter of .......cccccssscecccccccesvecs 
Jesup, General Thomas S., relative to a letter on the operations of the army in the Creek country.— 
Letter of. err eee eee ye , Pe reer ery eee Te Tee eS Teer eT ee eT yorre 
Jesup, General Thomas S., relative to the operations of the troops under his command during their 
march on the Hatchychubby.—Letter of ..... TTC CTS TTT eT ee reer Tee 
Jesup, General Thomas S., in relation to answering the letter of Governor Schley ..... Pe eee 
Jesup, General Thomas S., relative to the escape of a party of Creek Indians into Georgia, and the 
capture of only a part thereof.—Letter of......... Tere ee rT eT ere 





Jesup, General Thomas S., relative to the letter of Captain E. A. Hite hcock, of March 11, 1836, and 
the operations of the troops under command of Ge meral Gaines in Florida. 
OEE. kk kcinenkes rer er eee TOT eee TT TT CT eye eee ee ; 
Jesup, General Thomas S., relative to continuing the Creek Indians in the service against the Semi- 
nole Indians in Florida.—Letter of..... pitwes arene es ere Teer eer eT 
Jesup, General Thomas S., directing the sick of the Alabama and Ge orgia volunteers to be removed 
LEE EE TOR NT NE ARIE sie 
Jesup, Major General Thomas S.—Letters to the adjutant general of the army in relation to hos- 
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tilities of the Seminole Indians in Florida ... 816, 817, 818, 819, 820, 823, 825, 826, 827, 
$31, $33, $34, 835, 836, 837, 838, $39, 840, 841, $42, 843, B44, 849, 847, 848 


Jesup, General Thomas S.—Letter to the governor ‘of Ge orgia on the same on a eee ee 
Jesup, General Thomas S.—Letter to the governor of Alabama on the same subject...........00. 
Jesup, General Thomas S.—Letter to Commodore Dallas on the same subject ....... cece ee eens 
Jesup, General Thomas SW. 
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816 
816 
SLT 


Letters to the Secretary of War on the same subject.... 817, 819, 820, 821, 


, 376, 
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Jewett, Captain Othniel, and others, of a company of Vermont militia for services at the battle of 
Plattsburg.—Report of a committee on the claim Of.......... cc cece ween eee 

Jones, Roger.—(See Adjutant general of the army.) 

Jones, Roger, adjutant general, for pay and emoluments, according to his brevet rank of brigadier 
general.—Report of a committee on the claim of............ (eeeeeheNGee ane 


ACCOMPANYING PAPERS : 


Petition of Roger Jones, adjutant general................ ‘ iW ie wiomdees 
Letter of the adjut: uit general to the Secretary of War, January 28, Sere ex 
Memoranda of some of the practical duties of the adjuté unt general of the army.. 
Certificate of B. F. Butler, Secretary of War, February 8, 1837........... palin 


Certificate of Lewis Cass, Secretary of War, October 1, 1836...........0..0 000 
Certificate of Major General A. Macomb, August 29, 1886...........0c0.eee eee 
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Kaskaskia river, Illinois —Survey of..... Pe ee ee eee eee reer ey Ce ae ee jtwns 
Kearney, Colonel S. W. ., relative to the esti :blishment of military posts and defence of the western 
frontier.—Letter of ..... Peer eee eT eee ee Se rr eee eee 
Kemble, Gouverneur, relative to the inspection of guns at the West Point foundery by Lie vutenant 
Colonel W. J. Worth in 1833, 1834, and 1835.—Letter of.......... phikiuats ease 


Kenan, A. H, of Georgia, relative to the delay in opening and prosecuting the campaign against 
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914 
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the Creek Indians in 1836.—Testimony of.......... cc. cceceesccccecceeses- 170,183 


Kenan, Colonel A. H., volunteer aide-de-camp.—Order of General Scott SPPOUMTINE icicccsccscess Bee 
Kennebunk river, Maine.—Continuing the construction of the piers at..... ttibentesieces~s Ree 
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Kennebec river, Maine.—Survey of.........-. err se Tae Creer eee eee Cer Tere Te ee ~-- 128 
Key West, Florida, relative to the services and death of Assistant Surgeon B. F. Nourse —Proceed- 

ings of a meeting of the citizens of...... Re ee rer ree eee ere re 926 
Kickapoo Indians.—(See Indians.) 
Killed and wounded in the engagement with the Seminole Indians near Lake Okeechobee, Florida.— 

| er rer re ren weer er ee eee ee (i4cRN Dee e se . 990 
King, Benjamin.—(See Surgeon General. ) 
Kingsbury, G. P., relative to the establishment of military posts and defence of the western 
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Kirby, Major Edmund, relative to the delay in opening and prosecuting the campaign against the 
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Kirby, Major Edmund, from the duty of mustering the — into service.—Order of General 
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Kirby, Major Edmund, directing the ordnance and ordnance stores to be forwarded from Augusta 
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Kirby, Major Edmund, for commissions on payments made to the militi: 1, and for a law allowing 
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Knapsacks to the militia force in Florida. —Letter of the adjutant general of the army relative to 
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Lakes Erie and Ontario.—Cendition of the light-houses and beacons on the south shores of....... 638 
Lake Okeechobee, Florida.--Report of Colonel Zachary Taylor of an engagement with the Seminole 
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Lane, Captain J. F., in reply to an article in the “ Courier and Inquirer” relative to the operations 

of the army in the Creek country.—Remarks of .............. ‘apiavnear aa. oe 


La Plaisance bay to the Detroit and Chicago road.—Progress in the construction of the road 
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Lawson, Surgeon Thomas, to take charge of the hospital at Tampa Bay.—Order of General Scott 
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directing........04. Tey Ce eee Te eee eee ‘ci peihe vant cae onde 275 
Lawson, Doctor Thomas, medical director of the army in the Creek country Order of General 

Scott appointing.......... pines ERAS. Jae ke deeweseandeaneeteamenan 344 
Lawson, Surgeon General Thomas, relative to the pledge of Gener eral Gaines to the Louisiana volun- 

teers, und the operations of the troops under the command of General Gaines in 

Florida.—Deposition of.... ........-.- eer eee eee i648 2eseeeeneet ee 
Lear, Major W. W., to do duty as a field officer.—Order of General Gaines | 424 
Leavitt's improvement in fire-arms, and the cost of manufacture of the same.—-Report of a board of 

Ba ae ee ee ae ee ai eHnsateleterel spare eperalcraveless aperenets 466, 475, 525 
Lee’s creek, Arkansas, as a suitable location for a military post. ~Deseription OD sctisacxsentenes 981 
Lesher, Jac ob.—(Se e Thomas S. Hinde.) 
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for the defence of the ..... error TTT ree ST Tee eee eT TET ee eT ee 
Niles to St. Joseph’s.—Progress in the construction of the road from ........... weasesees "638, 640, 696 
Nourse, Benjamin F., widow of, for half pay of an assistant surgeon of the army.—-Report of a com- 

ON cake ahah chanted nese eV eeReses sos neeebeeawes oo. 925 


ACCOMPANYING PAPERS: 
Letter of Colonel William Lindsay to M. Nourse ............ .cccccerescccecee 995 


Letter of John C. Reynolds to M. Nourse ...............4.. tate cee seeewomes 
Proceedings of a meeting of citizens of Key W est, oo eer eee err Ty a 
Letter of William Marvin to M. Nourse ...... etn dass jw tee eee hese enaaees Coe 
0. 
Oak Orchard creek, New York.—Formation of a harbor at ..... Bikihe! ewes ass SR 
Ocracoke inlet, North Carolina. ——Improvement of the navigation of. rere rT TT ere tiecces CR 


Officers of the army whose resignations have been acc “opted during the years 1835 and 1836, with 
the dates of each resignation, specifying those who are graduates of the Military 
Academy, with the dates of eraduating, or their first appointment in the army, 
and the States or Territories from whence appointed as cadets.-—List of the..... 104 
Officers of the army who have resigned during the year 1836, how and where employed at the time 
of resigning, date of acceptance thereof, and the time each may have served with 


his company or regiment during the five years ending December 31, 1836.—State- 


ment showing the number i COR ETT UTEP CT CCTeT TCT POT eT Tee ee 
Officers of the army operating against the Seminole Indians in 1836.—Statement of the number 

and grade of the commissioned ........... ToT TST eCCTe TET TET ETT ee TT CC ee 
Officers of the army operating against the Creek Indians in 1836.—Statement of the number and 

grade of commissioned............0see se: , Miktaxnnredeeeewes inten - Se 
Officers of the army employ ed upon duty which separ ated them from their regiments during the 

year 1836.-—List of......... TT eee CeCe eee seuae see's ee ee ee ee 119 
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Officers of the army serving under Major General Jesup in Florida.—Statement of the ..... Lewes 
Officers of the army for 1838.—Register of the ........ce cece cece eee e ene eeees rere res 
Ohio for the abolishment of the Military Academy, and ag Linst making further appropriations for 

its support.—Resolutions of the legislature of..........0.00.0e0eee- TT pki 


Page. 
597 
927 


89 


Ohio river be low the falls. —Improve ment of the navigation Of. .......66.seeee eee e eens 637, 642, 687 
637, 642, 689 


Okeec rely — (See pare Ol eechobee. ) 
Opinion of ecu of inquiry on the operations of the army in Florida, under the command of 

Major General Scott, against the Seminole Indians, INMGBOnicsGiNs sacessavies 
Opinion of the court of inquiry on the delays made by Major Ge sneral Scott in opening and prose-_ 


cuting the campaign against the Cree ee. Sen 178, 184 

Opinion of the court of inquiry on the operations of the troops gg + the command of General 
Gaines, during the Seminole war in Florida, in 1836 .............. 0.000 cee eeee 394 

Opinion of the court of reve relative to the publication of ‘the tte of Captains E. A. Hitchcock, 
of March 11, 1836, and George A. McCall, of May 18, 1836 ..............00.06- 452 

Opinion of the court of inquiry into the causes of the failure of the campaigns against the Seminole 

Indians, under the command of Major General Gaines and of Major General Scott, 

in 1836, and the causes of the delay in opening and prosecuting the campaign 
against hostile Creek Indians in 1836...... peiew ae ae errr ee eT Cree eae 461 
Ordnance of the army, of the operations of his department in 1837.—Report of the colonel of... 729 

ACCOMPANYING PAPERS : 

Statement of the money expended through the Ordnance department in 1836...... 131 

Statement of the money expended through the Ordnance department during the 
first, second, and third quarters of 1887......... eee CT eee 734 

Statement of the work done and articles fabricated, procured, and repaired ‘at the 

national and private armories and ordnance stations from October 1, 1836, to 
September 30, 1837...... LEER A CET CER ERE Ee NERS eT eee ree 734 

Statement of the arms, accoutrements, &c., procured, and the expenditures made 

under the act for arming and equipping the militia, from October 1, 1836, to 
pint ce sss ee eeaee wens ree Tare Cee Pere 739 
Apportionment of arms to the militia for 1836............... Ce eceenes 739 

Statement of the ordnance and ordnance stores distributed to the militia, from 
October, 1836, to September 30, 1837........... eka & reer ete ee 740 

Statement of the artillery, small arms, accoutrements, and other ordnance stores 

issued to the troops and Engineer department, from October 1, 1836, to Bias 
og | rrr ee ee ee eT ee Te .  T41 
Letter of Colonel George Bomford to the Secretary of War, October 27 1837. 742 
An act providing for the increase of the Ordnance department Uber «6 OO 

Ordnance of the army, submitting estimates for the purchase of additional accoutrements for the 
militia for the defence of the Niagara frontier in 1838.—Letter of the colonel of... 902 

Ordnance department.—Regulations and experiments showing the means and manner of testing, 
proving, and bursting cannon under the direction of the............ verre re 482 

Ordnance department, regulating the proof charges for cannon, based on the standard proof range of 
225 yards. —Letter of the colonel of the.........-.cesceeeee- venus ss OB 
Ordnance department, recommending the employment of the Bellona fonndery for future work.—Letter 
of the colonel of the............... ee TTT TCT TT Serer iis a 

Ordnance department, recommending that an advance be paid to John Clarke & Co., on ‘account of 
their contract for field- -pieces to arm the militia.—Letter of..................-.. 515 
Ordnance department in 1836.—Statement of the expenditures through the ...........0...0. 006. 731 

Ordnance department during the first, second, and third quarters of 1837.—Statement of the expen- 
ditures through OE Ce Oe nT er ee rere errr Te wert ee 734 
Ordnance department.—Letter ‘of the colonel of ordnance relative to an increase of the.........6. 742 
Ordnance department for 1838.—Explanatory statement of the estimates for the service of the. 770 
Ordnance department of the army for 1838.—Register of the officers of the ........... He Sues an ar 

Ordnance and ordnance stores drawn from the Mount Vernon arsenal by the governor of Alabama.— 
see, te LORE EEE OT ERECT ET ee Tee eT eee ee Sree re ists 8 ee 
Ordnance and ordnance stores received at the Augusta arsenal.—Statement of the quantity Giscace 

Ordnance and ordnance stores for the use of troops at Fort Brooke, Florida.—Requisition of General 
OOM sip ken eed cis $500: 6% Keene Maes ewe Teer ee ee eee Vevasavs 9 

Ordnance and ordnance stores issued to the troops, including the engineer department, from October, 
1836, to September 30, 1837.—Statement of the ........ (ieewevReeckeeweseas SOR 

Ordnance and ordnance stores distributed to the militia from October 1, 1836, to September 30, 1837.— 
Dimtement OF THO: . okies 6s cs veces ‘ beavaens ks Gbbakas sieves Dae 

Ordnance stores for the use of the army in F lorida—Letter of J C lark, assistant quartermaster, 

relative to furnishing ............ ToC TT eee eee ee eee (seehes Cue bi 236 
Ordnance stores received at Darien to be forwarded to Hawkinsville.--Statement of the quantity of. 324 
Ordnance stores, &c., transported to Columbus.—List of............. ie #8 Few eKED piseak ‘sis ae 
Organization of the army in 1837.—Statement of the................ (or aVetPee Meee berees Fee 
Organization af the army for 1838 .........0. cece ec eee eee ee ee eee er ret sions we 
Oswego, New York.—Improvement of the harbor of..............0 cece cece e cece eee ‘ovens Ob4, G41 

Oswego, New York, for the repair and arming the military post at that place—Memorial of citi- 
zens of..... eee Tee OTe Lehamwea iebiecte ned Le CSEECIISSEOEES eck eee- 
Oul’s Head, Maine.—Survey of the ledge of rocks of............ pee eee enw es nmewmiewenwsns TE 


A 


Page, Captain John, relative to the number of Creek Indians engaged in the hostilities in 1836 and 
1637.—Lettera of ....00.00.005 TTC TTT TLIC CTE ee ee 


159, 166 


952, 953, 954 
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Pamiico river, North Carolina—-Improvement of the navigation of the..................22++ 687, 641 
Parker, Daniel, for the pay and emoluments of a brigadier general while adjutant and inspector 


general of the army.—Report of a committee on the claim of ........ Tere ere . 
Parker, Lieutenant William B., for pay cf captain while in command of a — in 1814~15.— 
Report of a committee on the CIaimor: ........ ee eee eee ee eee Te eT errr 904 
Parris, Albion K., relative to the responsibilities thrown upon paymasters in paying the militia or 
volunteers.—Letter Of....00..ccceccee cece ee ee eee rere eee er ‘iene Se 
Parrott, Captain R P., relative to the surrender of a number of Creck Indians. —Letter of . seca) Sa 
Pascagoula river, Mississippi. —Improvement of the,channel of ................. sxcccacse GOT, GGk, Ge 
Patrick, Captain Matthew A., widow of, for the difference between the pay and emoluments of lieu- 
tenant and captain.—Report of a committee on the claim of..... t(iseeeeaces Fore 


Patrick, Mary A.—(See Patrick, Captain Matthew A., widow of.) 

Patterson, General B., relative to the surrender of a number of Creek Indians.—Letter of......... 346 
Pay department of the army for 1838.—Register of the officers of the ..............2.. eeemak> Te 
Paymaster general of the army of the operations of his department during 1837.—Report of the. . 622 


ACCOMPANYING PAPER: 
Statement of the money drawn for the pay department, and remitted to disburs- 
ing officers during the fourth quarter of 1836, and the first, second, and third 


quarters of Ss bcd dG e sakes ee ee eee eee ee eos «©6288 
Paymaster general, transmitting documents relative to the claims of the Tennessee volunteers 
called out to suppress Indian hostilities in Florida and Alabaina.—Letter of the.. 145 


Paymaster general of the army, making additional estimates for the pay of volunteers in preventing 
und suppressing Indian hostilities in Florida and the Cherokee country.—Letter 


he EL LET CEE EE CERT eve Cee eT CT ee ee Sekai ha 5k es eee eee eke sold 791 
Paymaster general of the army, submitting estimates of the pay of the militia for the defence of the 

Niagara frontier in 183 8—Letter of the ...... pebees caus ‘Citic sonee Se 
Paymaster general, relative to the pay of four companies of Missouri volunteers employed on the 

northwestern frontier of the State in 1836.—Letter of the ..............006. 968 


Paymasters of the army commissions on payments made to the a and for a law allowing pay- 
masters of the army staff or cavalry p morial of Major E. Kirby for 





GOWN 6 ssccse eis et nenawa awed ore er PET TT ere ckeinendesheesiene ne 
Pay and clothing for services as a serge: ant of Tennessee volunteers in nnttlieingn of a com- 
mittee on a claim for. ke Saha tetea the caw as ee TTT eee TTT Te TT TT Ce 


Pay and rations of vey tors, cadets, ‘and all other persons employed at or attached to the 
Military A -ademy, for each year, from nein 1830, to December 31, 1834.— 


(OS OEE LIN: TINT seen waad 83 
Pennsylvania for the establishment of a national armory ‘at the falls of Big Beaver river.— 

Memorial of citizens of....... ee Tees cee er eee ee ee Keeeciteunens. ae 
Pleasant bluff, on the Arkansas river, as a suitable ‘location for a milit: ary post. ee of. . 975 
Piscataqua river, New Hampshire ——Improvement of the Cocheco matiets OF The: oo nok coeee seas 634, 641 
Plattsburg, New York.—Progress in the construction of a breakwater at.................-. . 724, 728 


Plymouth beach, Massachusetts.—Repairs of the breakwater at......... cc... ce ece eee ee ee eeee 684, 641 
Poinsett, Joel R—(See War, Secretary of.) 
Pool, Lieutenant B., of a survey and estimate for opening a military road from Saginaw to Macki- 


nac, Michigan.—Report of..... hue SAR ARS Aww bhi CURE TAARAX GRATIS .. 1104 
Portland harbor, Lake Erie, New York.—Improvement of the...... sai Sid doisesh hw we a <=, oa 
Potter, Mr., relative to the hostility of the Indians near Fort Drane, in nee 1836, and the descrip- 

tion of the country near Camp Izard.—Testimony Se TrrTrieeTT Te ae 


President of the United States for the court of inquiry to review their opinion on the operations of 

the army in Florida under the command of Major General Scott against the Semi- 

nole Indians in 1836.—Order of the........ Pere rT ee ETT CTT Tere aeoeow. «ae 
President of the United States for the court of inquiry to review their opinion of the delays in open- 

ing and prosecuting the campaign against the Creek Indians in 1836.—Order 

CRT EEE ET COLT CRTC EOE ee ee ee ee eee Eee ree eee “—« Eee 
President of the United States, transmitting the proceedings of the court of inquiry into the trans- 

actions of Brevet Brigadier General John E. Wool, and those under his command, 





in the Cherokee country, in Alabama.—Mesage of the. pike Ga re rere ae 
President of the United States relative to the execution of the treaty with the Cherokee Indians.— 
ge i. (PAs eaeR tahsee es ka hes hia ta ei hehib tance, A 
Presque Isle-—(See Erie, Pennsylvania. ) 
Provincetown harbor, Massachusetts —Protection of the beach at...... (i tiieemewennaece Se 


Purchases.—(See Commissary general of purchases. ) 
Purchasing department during the first three quarters of 1837. 





Statement of the moneys received 


and disbursed by the ...... rere eC eT TT TCTTE PTET EET CT TCE. 


Q. 
Quartermaster general of the ormy of the operations of his department during 1837.—Report of the 605 
ACCOMPANYING PAPERS: 
Letter of Acting Quartermaster General to the Secretary of War, August 21,1837. 606 
Letter of Lieutenant §. P. Heintzelman to the Acting Quartermaster “General, July 


oe ere Tee EEE TCT TOR TET TTC T rT 
Affidavit of Jeremiah § sik in ssnsaisnaaanwadnceuns assim 607 
Account of John M. Sanders ... pemaioet Pewee chases peace ee errr ree 607 
Account of John Barkley........ PO ee Ee eee TET eT ETE TEST CTT TTT Ty ee 
Account of John M. Sanders ............... Kanan Ot Eee ee Tee 608 


Letter of Leonard Abercrombie to S. P. Heintzelman, ‘July ee Cee kc bese deee 508 
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Quartermaster general of the army. ——Report of the—Continued. 
Letter of Lieutenant S. P. Heintzelman to the Acting Quartermaster General, 
Ampont $1, 2667 2 .....555600 ee ery ee eee Te twine peewee 609 
Certificate of the officers and privates ‘of C aptain Boyd’s company of volunteers. 609 
Decision of the Secretary of War on the case of Captain DO crip saiesancees 610 
Letter of the Acting Quartermaster General to Lieutenant S. P. He intzelman, 
ee ge | eT fikkewen ee teers. ee 
Letter of Lieutenant 3S. P. Heintze Iman ‘to the Acting Quartermaster General, 
September 14, 1837 ...... peek (sine tee Vidhan eeickee ees juuesce 
Letter of the Acting Quartermaster General to LF ieutenant S. P. Heintzelman, 
October 7, 12371 ....... SoA eRe ARN ie Det Sh SIE ASSAYS ae CS Re ee ae Te ee 611 
Letter of Lieutenant 5S. P. He ‘intzelman to the Acting Quartermaster General, 
November 3, 1837...........- LRA REKRS Oy Ros MORRIE ES wo ee ere 611 
Letter of Lieutenant 8. P.  Heintzelman, to the Acting Quartermaster General, 
November 8, 1637... .... 0260505 ee NOWG. ONC EeE ARLE VR EIST mimes EE 
Affidavit of W. W. Crenshaw ..............00005 (nee oes iC tiiiieews Bae 
Order No. 92, of Major General Jesup, April 24, 1837 ............ eer eer 612 
Contract of James Y. Smith and A. H. Falconer ...... ......... (~eererseee TWEE 
Aesownt OF POMS TT, oases a eisicne es sexe Keren eee peewee . 612 
Letter of Lieutenant S. P. He intzelman | to the Acting (Quartermaster Gene eral, 
Ae NE ila KA boos oa SEER ee ORS SRE bas ee bk ere ree . 612 
Letter of the Ac ting Quartermaster Ge neral to Lieutenant 8S. P. Heintzelman, 
eee ET Ie enn rene ren Orne i 613 
(Quartermaster’s stores for the use of the troops at Fort Brooke, Florida. —Requisition of General E. 
P. Gaines for........ PO ET TT ee ee eee TE ere eT ee eet seen 419 
Quartermaster general of the ar my relative to the fraudulent accounts of James C. Boyd and others 
of the Alabama voluntecers.—Letters of the..... (vbsnk dete Kass ee 
Quartermaster general of the army relative to alleged fraudulent transactions of D. G. Skinner, of 
the Alabama volunteers, and W. W. Crenshaw.—Letter of the.............. 611, 613 
Quartermaster general of the army, explanatory of the a the service of his department 
ie SR ek NEE ENE osc i wtnmncess anaeeiws cscs Tree Terr Tee eT ae 
Quartermaster general of the army re lative to the defence and protection of the western frontiers 
Pg a eee rrr PALE ohh wanna a kwew ae Teer eT eee os «= 
Quartermaster general of the ar my, making additional estimates for preventing and suppressing 
Indian hostilities in Florida and the Cherokee country.—Letter of the acting.... 790 
Quartermaster at the Military Academy.—Report of a committee on the claim of Jacob H. Holt for 
ee | er Per ee Tee err Fe tee SebeWes a8 ~os 89S 
Quartermaster general, submitting estimates for the transportation of the militia for the defence of 
the Niagara frontier in 1838.—Letter of the ........... Pere ee eee ima 
Quartermaster general of the army, submitting an estimate of a complete line of defence, by mili- 
tary works, on the western frontier, and a statement of the present and proposed 
organization of the staff of the army.—Letter of the...... ee ee re pax eee 905 
ACCOMPANYING PAPER: 
Statement of the present and proposed organization of the staff of the army...... 906 
Quartermaster general of the army relative to the claim of the Missouri volunteers, lost by trans- 
portation by sea from New Orleans to Tampa Bay, Florida.—Letter of the...... 955 
Quartermaster general of the army, transmitting a report of a survey and estimate for opening a 
military road from Saginaw to Mackinac, Michigan.—Letter of........... ii. Oe 
R. 
Rainsford island, Massachusetts.—Preservation Of... ..eeee cece cece e eee e ence eee eens eee 634, 641 
Raisin river, Michigan.—Improvement of the ...........0 cee cee cee eee eee ee eee ere 659, 662 
Rations to the army under the command of Major General E. P. Gaines , at Fort King.—Letter of 
George A. McCall for the delivery of..............00 cece ees ens aa. 3 Se 
Rations for army in the Creek country from New Orleans.—Letter of General Scott order ring ..... 315 
Rations.—Report of a committee on the claim of Daniel Parker for double ........ jie beew ees . 
Read, Major Leigh, of the operations of the expedition to the Withlacoochee river.—Report of 292 
Recruits enlisted in the army from January 1 to September 30, 1837.—Statement of the number of. 603 
Red river.—Estimates of appropriations for the removal of the raft in ....... 0... . 0c cee ee eee 466 
Red river, Louisiana.—Removal of the great raft in the ................ errr ji 642 , 683 
Register of the officers of the army for F908 oc oecn ce so os bi eneesevuas error rey re aa 
Resignations in the army in 1837.—List of the... ...... 2. ee eee eee eee ee ee eee enon 941 
Revolutionary army.——Report of a committee on the expediency of ere cting monuments to the 
memory of the officers of the......... er ee eee ere eee ee 997 
Reynolds, John C. ,relative to the services of Assistant Surgeon B. F. Nourse, in Florida.——Letter of. 925 
Riddle, Alexander, relative to the transactions of General John E, Wool in the Cherokee country, in 
Alabama. EEE i icnvritek. woe Diner wes uae eer cree Te ee ee 
Rifles—Report of a committee on the petition of John H. Hall for the purchase of his patent right 
for making ....... ey ee Pare ee [iidpbehde <v NACLGNabe Ewe ens ... 168, 789 
Rigdon, James, for compensation for services as a spy during the war of 1812.—Report of a com- 
mittee on the claim of ........... POT eee TT TTT ere Te ee ee ee 
ACCOMPANYING PAPER: 
Letter of the Third Auditor of the Treasury to Hon. S. Mason, December 22, 1837. 776 
Riley, Major Bennet, relative to the establishment of military posts and defence of the western 
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Ripley, E. W., relative to the claim of Roger Jones to his pay as brevet brigadier general_— : 

he sg OEE EE Le OMT O C ECCT, COT Te TTT TET TTT ET TET ETT ETC OPET Te TTT 914 
kipley, Captain James W., relative to the inspection of cannon at the Bellona foundery in 1835.— 

SEE ANE TRS 513 
Ritchie, Thomas, relative to the claim of Major John Clarke, of Virginia, for cannon bursted at the 

inspection at Bellona foundery in 1833 and 1834.—Letter of ........ eee rere 513 
Rivers——(See Harbors and rivers.) 
Road from Clinton to Grand River rapids._—Progress in the construction of the. ere ere . 638, 695 
Road, Cumberland ——Progress in the construction of the ..... Te eee ee Oe eT rere 639, 640, 698 
Road from Detroit, Mic higan, to Chicago, Illinois.——Repair and completion of the.......... 638, 640, 695 
Road from Detroit to Fort Gratiot, and to the mouth of Grand river——Condition of the.......... 638, 640 
Road from Detroit to Saginaw, Michigan. —Progress in the construction of the ........... 638, 640, 696 


Road from La Plaisance bay to the Detroit and Chicago road.— Progress in the construction of the. 639, 640, 


662, 667, 


Road from Memphis to the St. Francis river—Progress in the construction of the ........ 639, 640, 696 
Road from Niles to St. Joseph’s, Michigan —-Progress i in the construction of the........... 638, 640, 696 
Road from Sheldon’s to the mouth of St. Joseph’s river.—-Progress in the construction of the. 638, 640, 695 
Rogers, John, relative to the location of a site for a military post cn the western frontier of 


Oe eee ee Oe ee ee eee iiaraiieh Ribena coos «= 8G 
S. 

Sabine river.—Survey of the lower part of,............ As aRakeensawsad sid eoes iene Se 
Sabine river.—Resolutions of the legislature of Louisiana for the establishment of a military force 

near the Caddo Purchase, ee eC TCC rT Te errr 1007 
Sac and Fox Indians.—(See Indians.) 
Saginaw, Michigan.—Progress in the construction of the road from Detroit to .......... .. 638, 640, 696 
Saginaw to Mackinac, Michigan.—Report of a survey and estimate for opening a military road from 1003 
Salmon river, Lake Ontario, New York.—Improvement of the harbor at the mouth of ........... 725, 728 
Sanders, John M., for forage furnished Alabama volunteers.—Accounts of.............. 00 00e 607, 608 
Sandy bay, Massachusetts—Construction of a breakwater On... ... 0... cece cece cece ee ewes 634, 641 
Sanford, Major General J. W. A., relative to the delay in opening and prosecuting the campaign 

against the Creek Indians in 1836.—Deposition of........... A anens jews wad 171, 183 
Savannah river, Georgia—Removal of the obstructions in the........ 6.6.6 ce eee cee ee .... 637, 641 
Saybrook harbor, Connecticut.—Improvement of....... ieee aberWk nha tomddokoaad 635, 641 
Schley, William, governor of Georgia, relative to the delay in opening and prosecuting the cam- 

paign against the Creek Indians in 1836.— Deposition of...... ee re ee 174, 183 


Schley, William, governor of Georgia, informing General Scott of the commencement of hostilities 
of the Creek Indians, and requesting his presence on the Chattahoochee river.— 


Letter of ..... ES Se ee ee Te TT Tee Tee Te Tee Tee Tee Tere rer re 311 
Schley, William, governor of Georgia, for the delivery of arms and ammunition to the militia called 
‘for the protection of the frontier—Letter of............... err rere Tey 316 


Scott, Major General Winfield, and Major General Gaines, and on the course pursued by those 
officers, respectively.—Proceedings of the court of inquiry on the operations of the 
army under the command of .......... Eee TCC Tee Te rT re 125 
Scott, Major General Winfield, on the organization and location of the court. of inquiry on the 
operations of the army under the command of Major General Scott and Major 


tee Sam Ri DP OE ann nnn este ce cteensedeecdoe sues 130 
Scott, Major General Winjield, in opening and prosecuting the campaign against the Creek Indians 
in 1836. — Proceedings of the court of inquiry on the delays of............ cccace «6G 


Scott, Major General Winfield, before the court of inquiry, on the operations uf the army under his 
command in Florida, against the Seminole Indians, in 1836, and the causes of the 
delay in opening and prosecuting the aes against the Creek Indians in 
ridin cininsucth al ETE eee eee eee Te Te rr ee 185 
Scott, Major General Winfield, to the adjutant general of the | army, reporting himself, according to 
the order of the President, and asking a court of inquiry into the delay in prose- 
cuting the Creck war and failure of the campaign in Florida.—Letter from........ 214 
Scott, Major General Winfield, to the adjutant general of the army, withdrawing his demand for a 











ae ey ee ING iin es headed ww ndds saeeade ceeneees nae 2 
Scott, Major General Winfield, to the adjutant general of the army, acknowledging the order ap- 

pointing a court of inquiry.—-Lotter froth... 06... 26sec cc cceccceencece essoees 215 
Scott, Major General Winfield, to assume command of the operations against the Seminole Indians.— 

Letter from the orth cscs: ae oats cs hin. EMCEE TOCCUL ETE CTE ORT TTT OT Ce (acnven 
Scott, Major General Winfield, relative to calling the militia into the service, and to the quantity of 

arms and rations necessary.—Letter of..........0.eeceeeeeees rere rere ys 224, 225 
Scott, Major General Win/jield, relative to calling out the militia of South Carolina, Georgia, Alabama, 

and Florida.—Letters of............ ee ee Miiaesnehens ini 225 226, 221, 228 
Scott, Major General Winjield, relative to procuring arms, ammunition, &c., for the regiment of Ala- 

bama infantry, and hastening the troops to Tampa Bay.—Letter of .......... 228, 377 
Scott, Major General Winjield, reporting progress in forwarding troops and supplies to Florida. 

I ee eric Siac einen eRe age ei bk ee anes pee aie ee oven SIRT 
Scott, Major General Winfield, directing General Eustis to proceed to Picolata, Florida, and assume 

Ne i — Naan oe kei ddd ccde cdecatadisenanee 231 
Scott, Major General Winfield, relative to means and plan of operations against the Seminole In- 

NY ga Rati eR NK RKR ERAS R Kad DSA ae CANES SORE Re eee 232 
Scott, Major General Winfield, relative to the supplies and movements of the troops destined for 

ee eee eee ee ee ee eee eee . 233, 3TT 
Scott, Major General Winfield, relative to forwarding rations and ammunition for the use of the army 

in Florida.—Letter of ............... Winn cweers eee ee ie: oe 
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Scott, Major General Winfield, relative to forwarding forage for the use of the army in Florida.— 
FO eT eee See TT ETT ET OTEE OTT ee ee 235 
Scott, Major General Winfield, relative to his appointment to supersede General Clinch in the com- 
mand of the army in Florida, and the force he will bring into the field_—Letter of. 235 
Scott, Major General Win/field, relative to furnishing arms and accoutrements and tents to the vol- 
unteers in the : gg Pee oP ETE Tee eT Te eT re ere ‘ 237 
Scott, Major General Winjield, ative to the ‘force and position of the Indians and his forces in 
the field at the time of taking command.—Letters of ............ 0.02.0 cee wees 238 
Scott, Major General Winfield, relative to the operations of the army in Florida and delay in the 
arrival of the horses and mules for the army.—Letter of .................0-. 240, 378 
Scott, Major General Winfield, relative to garrisoning Fort King by a detachment of the army.~— 
EEE NE LIL ELL MMA TEEN IN 24° 
Scott, Major General Winjield, relative to the disposition and operations of the army in Florida — 
iG as ee ol nk Vom i See eEL Ve SERRE MEAS OS 242, 378 
Scolt, Major General Winfield, relative to the removal of the Georgia volunteers from Fort Drane to 
OE EEE ON OAR CI 243 
Scott, Major General Win/field, relative to Captain Kenan’s company of mounted volunteers compos- 
a a a Pe ae a ee eee ee eee 243 
Scott, Major General Winfield, relative to the arrival of forces in Florida and plan of operations.— 
ee Oe OE oe rere err Sere Peres er re re re Tre 243 
Scott, Major General Winfield, relative to the movement of General Gaines from Tampa to Fort 
ptt a aahig. ENR CEE TEE U LS LECCE TOE TTL CTT COT EC ET TTT Cee 244 
Scott, Major General Winfield, relative to the movement of trcops from Tampa to Fort King.— 
NE EO ns coe b Gee aie Ned ken wis Ks eo eee ES 245, 246, 378 
Scott, Major General Winfield, relative to the withdrawal of General Gaines and detaining the 
toons at Ports Eine and Drane.—Lether OF oa. oass ccc casee ewes sbas saevwess 247 
Scott, Major General Winfield, relative to starting a train for Fort Drane under escort.—Order of... 247 
Scolt, Major General Winfield, for the movement of the troops from Picolata to Fort Drane.—-Order 
SER he eee eee Tee Te. eee TTC e OTT CLOEE TET CCCI RCTS TT eee TT ee 248 
Scott, Major General Winjield, relative to the operations of the troops in Florida.—Letters of. 248, 249, 379 
Scott, Major General Winfield, relative to forwarding supplies to Fort Drane.—Letter of.......... 250 
Scott, Major General Winfield, relative to a forward movement to Fort Drane to assist General 
Gaines, and delay in receiving transportation —Letter of..... .........06. .. 250, 380 
Scott, Major General Winfield, relative to sending troops and supplies from Volusia to Fort Drane.— 
on REE near iene en sen enter irre rerar rere ee +o 
Scott, Major General Winfield, relative to sending wagons and horses from Gare *y’s Ferry to Volu- 
i gf ee ere nn eee ee mee eee ee ere eer ee ere 254 
Scott, Major General Win/jield, relative to delivering subsistence, arms, and ammunition to troops at 
eS I oo ci 5.0 Keane decks Caw aksb RRND caeaawee anes 254 
Scott, Major General Winfield, relative to the order of General Gaines yielding command to General 
Clinch.—Letter Pe aad > 0 cad CASRN SOUS EN KCaRs Oe ee bee eee One 255, 381 
Scott, Major General Winfield, relative to forwarding troops from Volusia to Fort Drane.—Letter of — 257 
Scott, Major General Winfield, detailing the position of troops and plan of operations for the cam- 
DA -onNNOE OE ci cki si wnde sso oaan ee TT eee rT TT Te TT TT eee 258 
Scott, Major General Winfield, for the enlistment of five hundred Creek warriors for service in 
ar in: 05 Sa weinib AEN SE MY ce aG Nae Moe Cae eee 258, 382, 520 
Scott, Major General Winfield, reducing the rations of the army.—Order of........... Tere rere 261 
Scott, Major General Winfield, for the marching of all troops arriving at Picolata or Garey’s Ferry 
ee ONE bir drner seer Ay. Keioed s +s 46Gb SEP SEERDAEUNERRC ESS 261 
Scott, Major General Winfield, relative to marching the troops under command of General Eustis to 
Pelaklikaha and Chickuc hatty. Letters ree ere eT ree ; 262, 264, 382 


Scott, Major General Winfield, relative to the operations of the army in Florida, and the re tiring of 
Lieutenant Colonel iva from command of the 4th regiment of infantry.-—Letter 


EEO TEE Ce EE TORE TT Te TTT CTT ET TTT Se ee ET 263 
Scott, Major General Winfie ld, ordering > Lieutenant Colonel Crane on duty at Fort Marion, Picolata, 

and Garey’s F erry. RE OLE AEN TR 265 
Scott, Major General Winfield, relative to the marching of the troops from Fort Drane to the With. 

OES ES EEL i NTS 265, 380 
Scott, Major General Winjield, directing that all sick and ‘disabled of the army be sent to the hos- 

pital at Tampa Bay, ‘and that all invalids belonging to the volunteer corps not 

likely to be fit for duty within their term of service be discharged.—Order of.... 266 
Scott, Major General Winfield, directing another surgeon to be placed on duty in the hospital ' 

RE UE hb ORAS owes eekee toereK ie ee ere errr Tre 267 
Scott, Major General Winfield, directing that the arms, accoutrements, &c., of the sick and dis- 

charged volunteers be turned over to Lieutenant McKenzie.—Order of....... a oe 
Scott, Major General Winfield, reporting the arrival of the troops at Tampa Bay, the operations of 

the army, and the delay in receiving supplies.—Letter of............. teacsie Wee, eee 
Scott, Major General Winjield, that the army in F lorida be in readiness to march.-—Order of....... 273 
Scott, Major General Winfield, relative to the embarcation of the friendly Indians for their country 

west of the Mississippi river.—Order of. .............0. ee seceeees Keven 274 
Scott, Major General Winfield, relative to movement of the army in Florida, from Tampa Bay. —Order 

| POO eT OTe et See ET ELE ET TTT eee eee CTT ee TOEe TTT aT Terr ree em oe 
Scott, Major General Winfield, relative to the movement of the Louisiana ‘volunteers under command 

of Colonel P. F. Smith, to Charlotte harbor.—Letter of .........0c0 cs. ccceccees 274 
Scott, Major General Winjield, directing the Louisiana volunteers to proceed to New Orleans and be 

ek Pere ere TRE Terr eT ree er ere 275 
Scott, Major General Winfield, directing Surgeon Lawson to take charge of the hospital at Tampa 

275 


Bay.—Order of .......... pmeweikeaths pain a kbs cde REET RTS RRO + ew wl 
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Scott, Major General Winfield, directing Major Charles Mapes to proceed to Mobile to pay off the ; 

Alabama volunteers.—Letter of ......... eC ee eT Pere ere Tee Tee ee . 275 
Scott, Major General Winfield, directing the Florida militia to reconnoitre the W ithlacoochee river,.— 

NM esi Cebiiewesnweessed EPCOT E TRS Te TCT EET Tee TTT Tee TT 276 
Scott, Major General Winfield, directing the centre of the army in Florida to "proceed to the Big 

Withlacoochee, and open a communication with General Clinch.—Letter of....... 276 
Scott, Major General Winfield, relative to the operations and disposition of the army in Florida.— 

ie ih ag OE er a ee er eae re ey 2TT 
Scott, Major General Winfield, relative to the operations of the army in Florida during the march 

from Tampa Bay to Picolata.—Letter of .0. 1.2... ce cece ee ees erre 277, 382 
Scolt, Major General Winfield, relative to a summer caaaiiebe, under command of Governor Call._— 

NE cn lad De WE eas Baik eh NE RES ON hs RARER RR - 219 
Scott, Major General Winfield, relative to the operations of the army in Florida, and forwarding a 

copy of the report of General Clinch of his march from Tampa Bay to Fort Drane.— 

le ee et ise Glare ai ueg eh os BWA Win KOR 0k ORD SRR ER See 280 
Se olt, Major General Winfield, relative to the disposition of the companies of the right wing of the 

army in Florida, and the means of subsistence at Fort Drane.—Letter of ........ 284 
Scott, Major General Winfield, relative to sending a detachment from Fort Drane to succor the block- 

house on the Withlacoochee ce ee er ee re maa 285 
Scott, Major General Winfield, relative to receiving one compa any of Florida volunteers for six 

months, for the defence of the Alachua settlements.—Letter of......... istseeuke ia 
Scott, Major General Winfield, relative to mounting two companies ‘a artillery for the prote ction of 

the settlements on the St. Jolw’s.—Order of... . 0. 656 cece c cceeeeccesesss mn 293 
Scull, Major General Winfield, relative to enrolling a ¢ —— of mounted Florida volunteers.— 

ea est oy Cuka ae iin epee OPE eT eee eT TT eT eee ia. 
Scott, Major General Winfield, directing Major Heileman to. proceed to F ort Drane and relieve 

Lieutenant Colonel Bankhead from the command of troops on the Alachua and 

eg a ee ee Pere Te eee ere ere rere eee ite. Se 
Scott, Major General Winfield, relative to incursions into Middle Florida, and committing depreda- 

tions —Letter of . ast i ‘ Se eee eee eT eee iia Naas 294 
Scott, Major General Winfield, rel: wine to employing mounted volunteers to assist in protecting the 

Alachua and Suwanee frontiers........000 0.0000 cee cues TTT CT eT ee 294 
Scolt, Major General W — exph matory of his order re i ative to the flight of the inhabitants af 

Middle F DN etme Leeder ccec dey uh wae were eer Te Te 297 
Scott, Major General Winfield, bilan that all officers be longi inz to ¢ ‘companies serving in Florida, 

who are absent without surgeon’s certificate, be requested to report to him for 

NN is Chuan ides ARREARS ER MNES AERO RRR SERS 298 
Scott, Major General Winfield, enclosing report of Colonel P. F, ‘Smith, of the expedition to Charlotte 

harbor and ap Pease creek.—Letter of. ....0 00.006. 00ccecsccse cece cesecces sos 6S 
Scott, Major General Winfield, relative to the protec tion of the Alachua and Suwanee frontiers — 

UNE i ap megs su vite BM erat say aes Vateslar al or et tena so. 8) on chal cs en ay erage auatren ay gah ae 299 
Scott, Major General Winfield, transferring the con smand of the army in Florida to General Eustis.— 

sis Kc neanadonees ee ee eee TE Tee eT CET eee 299 
Scott, Major General Winfield, to relinquish the command of the army in Florida, and, if necessary, 

assume command of the troops in the Creek country.—Letter of............ ia 
Scott, Major General Winfield, relative to suppressing the hostilities of the Creek Indians, and the 

ee NE ok isc a hes cee cca wes sesecarcees Vere eRe 313, 314 
Scott, Major General Winfield, ordering supplies for the army to be sent to the Creek country from 

New Orleans.—Letter of........... Reehtieces | awed ‘eens aa 
Scott, Major General Winfield, directing J. A. Beard to proceed to ‘Hawkinsville to receive and for- 

ward rations, ordnance stores, and transportation.—Letter of......... Pies oes 315 


Scott, Major General Winjield, relative to the supplies ordered from New Orleans. s.—Letter of... -- 316 
Scott, Major General Winfield, in relation to mustering into service the volunteers, and the com- 

mencement of operations against the Creek Indians.—Letter of................ 317 
Scott, Major General Winfield, relative to preparations for operations against the Creek Indians.— 


Se neue nsaex ke ee eee ey eT ee ere ee Pe ee ere 318, 319 
Scolt, Major General Winfield, relative to hiring of a steamer at Columbus, and forwarding ordnance, 
ordnance stores, arms, ammunition, &c.—Letter of..... neieus eT er ere _ 320 
Scott, Major General Winjield, relative to forwarding rations, arms, ammunition, &c., ‘to Columbus.- oo 
a TR en ner oe eee Masearteass een itiuduwvenees. Te 
Scott, Major General Winfield, relative to the marching of the — for ope rations ‘against the 
Indians.—Letter of. otis wa PRO RAEN eck aes rere eT ee eT (elke ee 
Scott, Major General Winfield, re debe ‘we ro warding rations to he army at Colaabun., and to 
General Rustis in Plorida.—Letter of........0cc0i.00 coccccecccacncsccccucs . 822 
Scott, Major General Winfield, to muster into the service the Georgia volunteers.—Order of........ 33 


Scott, Major General Winfield, relative to detachments of troops at Fort Mitchell—Order of........ 3238 
Scott, Major General Winfield, directing Major John Erving to relieve Major John Kirby from the 


duty of mustcring troops into service. ee nS in a 
Scott, Major General Winfield, ordering Lieutenant J. W. Crabb to take or of the subsistence 

nn eg Se ee eee ee ee eee ee ponten ‘Se 
Scott, Major General Winjield, directing the surgeons of the army to vaccin: ate such of the army as 

a their services.—Order Of. ...........606 wike sean ne eewsad Moy ee 323 
Scott, Major General Winfield, directing Lie cutenant ©. A. White to take charge of the quartermas- 

ter’s department.—Order Of... 0... 2. eee eee ee eee eee e eee eens icon (aa 


Scott, Major ey Winfield, directing the purchase of horses and forw arding supplies. Letter of 324 
Scott, Major Gencral Winfield, in relation to forwarding supplies, arms, and tents, without delay.— 


ick s. vaknrmmrnnecanns Vee dG Rae eens 50 pau (edt beveed yeeeu" . 826 
Scott, Major General Winjield, in relation to the delays i in the movement of the troops by the non- 
arrival of supplies, arms, and ammunition.—Letter of ......... (Wittisesneeend! ia 
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Scott, Major General Winfield, directing Lieutenant Deas to proceed to Hawkinsville to expedite 
the forwarding of arms and ammunition.—Letter of.......... ee eee . 3828 

Scott, Major General Winfield, in relation to the delays in the arrival of arms, ammynition, tents, 
ag ae et ee a ee eee er eee ere ee ee ‘in woo 

Scott, Major General Winfield, directing the troops to be in readiness to take the field when arms 
ee ener IU RINE OE, Lo Gaines e kek ind s sea pee eed eW a Cvewwers 329 

Scott, Major General Winfield, in relation to the delays in taking the field from the non-arrival of 
oN ee ree ey ae ree eee err ee cio whas Pelee : 330 

Scott, Major General Winjield, in relation to the offensive movement of the Alabamians under Gene- 
rals Jesup and Moore, and the non-arrival of arms.—Letter of ......0........... 330 

Scott, General Winfield, in relation to the movement of General Jesup to Fort Mitchell.—— 
re PEE OE Si nek sukuk kien ak SRN Re tok wh bie Pa RE RIAD RE Saees 331 

Scott, General Winjield, in relation to the advance of General Jesup on Fort Mitchell, and 
forwarding supplies for his army.—Letter of ............0.. cece cscs cceee i o— 

Scott, General Winfield, relative to the arrival of muskets, and progress in arming the volun- 
ENCE iene lcs cuca secs Sree Nat cae as Geek cits Rua wen torts tates mute yates ws rai 333 

Scott, General Winjield, relative to the advance of General Jesup on Fort Mitchell, and de- 
rangement of the plan of operations against the Creek Indians.——Letter : ne 7 334 

Scott, General Winfield, relative to sending a detachment of troops to Uchee shoals to con- 
struct a shelter for rations.—Letter of ...................- ieCERELSEARES SOS 336 

Sco't, General Winfield, relative to the delay in the arrival of arms and accoutrements.—- 
Letter of...... LOST PCOS eT T ey he TEE TET TORT COST TT ere ere i — 

Scott, General Winfield, relative to ‘Order No, 15,” and the delay in the arrival of rifles, ac- 
coutrements, &c.—Letter of ........ SE ee ee ee ee ee ee ee eee 339 

Scott, General Winfield, relative to an explanation of his differences with Gene eral Jesup, and request- 
ing’ the return of his letters relative thereto.—Letter of.............00.ceeeeees 340 

Scott, General Winfield, relative to the operations of the army against the Creek Indians, and re-en- 
ee ee eee ee ee er eer -. 93840 

Scott, General Winfield, relative to rations shipped from Georgetown and New York, and stopping 
a portion of them at Darien —-Letter of............... rere. itewe etait Won 

Scott, General Winfield, directing the Georgia troops under the command of General Sanford to 
march to Ruanoke.—Orders of... .......00.c0006. cscseeees Tee Te TTT eT eT ee 343 

Scott, General Winfield, appointing Colonel A, H. Kenan volunteer aide-de-camp, Major Ansart, 
inspector general, and Dr. Lawson, medical director.—Order of.............4- .. od44 

Scott, General Winfield, relative to the good condnet of the Alabama troops during the mareh 

through the Indian country, and the march of the troops under the command of 
Es ie id ancanean. Neg Geemes Coteewes .. 344 

Scott, General Winjield, relative to the distribution of ‘arms, and forwarding arms, ammunition, &c , 
and provisions (0 Eoanoke.—Ondler of. . 0... 66.6. sa scenes ds nee errr , J44 

Scott, General Winfield, relative to the disposition and duties of the troops. st tioned on the mail 
road from Columbus west.—Order of. PTT TORT ORT TEC eee ae ee a ae 


Scott, General Winfield, directing the Georgia foot volunteers to be hon :rab ly discharge d.—Order of 345 
Scott, General Winfield, relative to the number of Creek Indians who have surrendered, and the 
operations contemplated for the capture of those now in the field.—Letter of ..... 345 
Scott, General Winjield, relative to the capture of Neo Mico and his party, and the organization of 
emigrating parties of the Creeks to the west.—Letter of..... ames eae -.... 948, 352 
Scolt, General Winfield, relative to the surrender of the Creeks and their removal west of the Mis- 
sissippl.—Letter of ........ SE ree eee eee Te iawkees eT re es .. 9349,3 
Scott, General Winfield, in relation to re-enforcing General Wool, commanding the Tennessee volun- 
teers in the Cherokee country, and sending a portion of the West Tennessee volun- 
350, 352, 354 


Scott, General Winfield, relative to the employment of steamboats in transporting army supplies. — 





RE tks kip hoes os pS ME PRONE RREEN ST EI RERAAS. SEER Ow RESETS 351 
Scott, General Winjield, direc ting : a “porti onof the West Tennessce volunteers to proceed to Florida.— 

Order of ieee Pe ROC LS aa held pele RAE RAR Rk Wo ROR! lee ee tin: 
Scott, General Winfield, in relation to the capture of parties of Creck Indians on the Chattahoochee.— 

Ee ee Pg EP Ee eT Oe ee ee ee Ty eT TT eT ee ee ee 392, 353 
Scott, General Winfield, directing the officer commanding steamer “The American” to proceed with 

his vessel to St. Mark’s, Florida....... pisiateteiwialale sees wire aslo pietieie ankle: Mensieiane is 353 


Scott, General Winfield, of the force serving in the Creek campaign in 1836.—Report of.......... 354 
Scott, General Winfield, directing the Columbus volunteers to join Colonel Beall’s party of Georgia 
volunteers.—Letter Of.......0... ccs ccccecccceecees , Meshes ia 
Scott, General Winfield, to turn over the command of the troops serving against hostile Creeks to 
General Jesup, and repair to Washington city—Order of the major general of the 


ei sc oN oS inci pees ee ee ee ees ivas The Rees cee k eS Crates 355 
Scott, General Winfield, turning over the command of the vee serving against hostile Creeks to 

General Jesup. —Order of..... Eeabas eee ee rr ee ee ee 356 
Scott, General Winjield, enclosing a letter from General Je sup relative to the flight of Neo Mico’s 

party.—Letter of . Serre rs Pisa thah an wa Nh ORE Melis BE Ee jimeivkccass TO 
Scott, General Winfield, relative to the approac h of General Jesup to Fort Mitche Hl, and furnishing 

rations for the troops under his command.—Letter of........ eer rr yee ee .-» 363 
Scott, General Winfield, relative to the distribution of the troops for the protection of the northern 

and eastern boundary of the United States.——Letter of..... ame inne ey ‘tee re 


Seminole Indians.—(See Indians.) 

Seminole Indians in Florida in 1886.--Statement of the number of companies of the several regi- 
ments of the army operating against the.............. westicewieisemieecense «8S 

Shannon, Captain S., assistant quartermaster, relative to the deficiency of means of transporta- 
eg a ere ee ache kG Gia jase. caetpeseeneetesest. See 
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Shannon, Captain, to proceed to Fort Drane and procure horses for the use of the army.—Order of : 
Ce an en ee ae er ee er . 426 
Shaw, Henry B., relative to the transactions of General John E. Wool in the Cherokee country, in 
Alabama.—Testimony of ........... Se re ae eee ee ee 538, 559, 543 


Shawnee Indians.—(See Indians. ) 
Sheldon’s to the mouth of St. Joseph’s river.—Progress in the construction of the road from. 638, 640, 695 
Sick and disabled of the army to be sent to the hospital at Tampa Bay.—Order of General Scott 
NE  iiewiees se cdeaccanweseaaes wuees ‘ (rie iekuee st enedeNl eee . 266 
Smith, F. O. J., of the sele ct committee of the House of Represe nte ative s, to the Secretary of Wa ar, 
requesting the names of all the cadets received into the Milit: ary Academy from 
its origin until the present time; designating the year of admission, whence ap- 
pointed, and the year of withdrawal, dis: nissal, or or iduatine; those who received 
commissions in the army, those thus commissioned that have subsequently left the 
army, date and cause of their leaving it, and those remaining in the army, and 
their rank and station, respectively.—Letter of .... 2.2... cee eee eee eee 19 
Smith, F. O. J., of the select committee of the House of Representatives, to the Secretary of Wa ar, 
requesting the names and grades of the officers of the army who have resigned 
within two years, dates of their resignation, which of them graduated at the Mill- 
tary Academy, date of their graduating, and the States from which appointed as 
cadets.—Letter from. .... Ld EMRE ARGC S Uhh aah weRdaes eee taes 89 
Smith, Colunel Persifer F’, velative to the withdrawal of Ge meral Gaines from Fiorida.——Letter of. . 247 
Smith, Colonel P. F., of the operations of the troops under his command during the expedition to 


Charlotte harbor——Report of ........... eee ee rere Pee ee Te weed I 
Smith, General P. F., relative to the operations of the t troops under the command of General 

Gaines during the Senmnole war in 1836.—Testimony of .......... irene cows . 888 
Smith, James Y., for transporting troops in the steamboat Hyperion.—Account of ..... Peer eert 612 
South Carolina ‘into service against the Seminole Indians in Florida.—Leiter of Major Gener -al 

Scott calling CEE EEL ae wa 225 
South Carolina volunteers had arrived in Florida—Letter from Major General Scott stating 

that the ....... 7 eee Cad kere oN MeN eae bes BERRO ESS reer ee hy 243 
South Carolina, legislature of, rel: itive to the prese rvation of Sullivan’s island and the site of Fort 

Moultrie, in Charleston harbor.—Resolutions of ............ecccccaeeeceeccees 966 
Southport harbor, Connecticut——Improvement of......... rer TCC EET TCT CC Cee 635, 641 
Spy in the war of 1812.-—-Report of a committee on the claim of James Riedon for compensation 

Ns gb. 5 pao a kien Se ONO TAS Kae WA RARE RARE RR etET T16 
St. Francis river.—Progress in the construction of the road from Memphis to the ..... ... 639, 640, 696 
ira ep WARAY. NSP ERGAS SRSA CR Koos Coes H ROS R OES A ORS EROS 724 
St. Joseph's, Michigan. —Progress in the construction of the road from Niles to... weeeeee 638, 640, 696 
St. Josepl’s river.—Progress in the coustruction of the road from Sheldon’s to.......... .-. 638, 640, 695 
St. Joseph’s river, Michigan.—Coustraction of a pier or breakwater at the mouth of............ 125, 728 
St. Mary’s and St John’s, Florida —Improvement of the inland navigation between.......... .. 637, 641 
Staff of the army for 1838.—Register of the officers of the ............ 0... ee eee eee eT ee ToT ae 
Stanford’s ledge, Portland harbor, Maine-—Completion of a breakwater on... 2... ee eee eee eee 634, 641 
Staten Island, New York.— Progress in constructing an ice-breaker at........ iveaveveccan GOR, CGR Gee 


Steam vessels employed in the war with the Seminole Indians ia Florida.—Statement of the number of. — 994 
Steel, Nathaniel, of the land and improvements claimed by him, and place Sheriff Riddle, adminis- 
trator of John Gunter, in possession.—Letter of General Wool directing the dis- 


MS tes Aba cee te ue Ne Ee kkiadw adhe hae s Ou exe naKa ree 547 
Steel, Nathaniel, relative to his imprisonment by order of General Wool.—Letter of ............. 548 
Steel’s ledge, Maine.—Completion of a monument on ..........-. ee TCP eT Te eT ee inks 641 
Stevenson, A., introducing Major John Clarke, of Virginia, to the Seeretary of War mahal tter of. 513 


Stuart, Captain John—(See Lieutenant Colonel William Whistler.) 
Subsistence received from New Orleans from F ebruary 10 to M: eh 24, 1836, at Fort Brooke.—State- 


ment of the amount of ............ ‘ paxune nwa MuGd MNES hehe ene. an 
Subsistence received at Darien to be forwarded to Haw kinsville— Statement of the amount of ..... 324 
Subsistence to Lieutenant Myers for use of troops in Florida.—Order of General E. P. Gaines for the 

delivery of furty thousand rations of..........0.cccceceeces ere rr ee Te ee 420 
Subsistence stores for the use of troops at Fort Brooke, Florida. —Re quisition of Lieutenant P. Morri- 

RR ee E Gas Hot eee UL ee ae eb eee hs hd id Aw Ra RES eer 419 


Subsistence stores at Tampa Bay, Florida, on March 31, 1836—Statement of the amount of . Lica! ol 
Sullivan's island and the site of Fort Moultrie, in Charleston harbor.—Resolution of the legislature 


of South Carolina for the preservation Of... ....0665 0 cccccccectccann iKesane ce 
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Survey of a military road from Saginaw to Mackinac, Michigan.—Report of a............0..202. 1004 
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Talcott, Lieutenant G. HH, to purchase three horses to be used in drawing the field-pieces.—Order of 


General i ee ere ee ee ee eee pie sinewas ys 426 
Taylor, Colonel Zachary, relative to the horses lost by the Missouri volunteers,—Letter of ........ 956 
Taylor, Colonel Zachary, of - oo with the Seminole Indians near the Kissimmee river, Florida, 

December 25, 1837.—Report of. ..-.......... ‘Midke a Regudnakn ngs aakael ‘ 986 
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Volunteers, Missouri, for compensation for horses lost by transportation by sea from New Orleans 
to Tampa Bay, Florida.—Letter of the Secretary of War relative to the claim of 


gE ETC TCCT CER CUTTY e he LTTE ETT TEC Ee errr rrr. hic heh caters 955 
Volunteers employed on the northwestern frontier of the State in 1836 —Memorial of the legislature 
of Missouri for the payment of four companies of .... 02.2... 0.00 cee cece ees oe 
W. 
Wabash river.—Report of a committee on the expediency of establishing a national armory or 
foundery at the Grand Rapids or falle of the .........0.scccsevcsesses: wae 2 ae 
Wadsworth, Decius.—(See Ordnance department.) 
Waite, Captain C. A., relative to the delay in opening and prosecuting the campaign against the 
Creek Indians in 1836.—Testimony of........... 0c eee ee eee ERE W nies aes 173, 183 
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ACCOMPANYING PAPERS: 
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Military Academy from its origin until the present time; the year of their 
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and the year of withdrawal; those dismissed, and the year of their dismissal; 
and those who have graduated, and the year of their graduating....... oe 20 
Letter of R. Jones, adjutant general, to Hon. Lewis Cass, Secretary of War, sub- 
initting a statement of the names and military history of all the cadets, being 
graduates of the Military Academy, who have received commissions in the 
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army and attached to regiments or corps by brevets of the lowest grade as 
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War, Secretary of, transmitting statements of the e xpenditures on account of the Military Academy 
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Letter of Peter Hagner, Third Auditor of the Tre: isury, to Lewis Cass, Secretary 
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Statement of the n money appropriated for the use of the Military Academy for pur- 
poses other than pay and emoluments of the officers, professors, cadets, &e., 
from 1815 to 1834, both inclusive; exhibiting the amount for the purchase, 
construction, and repair of buildings and appurtenances...........eeeeeees 84 
War, Secretary of, transmitting reports of the adjutant general and chief engineer of the army 
relative to the cadets appointed to the Military Academy during the past two years, 
officers of the army who have resigned their commissions within the past two 
‘ years, designating those who are oraduates from the Military Academy.—Letter 
ACCOMPANYING PAPERS: 
Letter of C. Gratiot, chief engineer of the army, to B. F. on Secretary of War 
ad interim........ ee Lee ee eee ETE eee eee TT eT C TTT eee rT 90 
Statement of the number of cadets appointed w ithin two years past, their names, 
dates of their appointment, and States from which appointed; what number 
3 have resigned or been dismissed, dates of their dismissal or resignations; 
States from which appointed, and the names of those who have eraduated 
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Statement of the number of captains and subalterns of the army who have resigned 
during the year 1836, how and where employed at the time of resigning; the 
date of acceptance; also the time each officer so resigned may have served 
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Statement of the number of companies of the several regiments of the regular 
army operating against the Seminole Indians in 1836, showing the number 
and grade of the commissioned officers serving with them. ..............06- 
Statement of the number of companies of the several regiments of the regular 
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War, Secretary of, transmitting a list of the officers of the army employed pape gg which se parated 
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War, Secretary of, convening a court of inquiry into the causes of the failure of the campaign 
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War, Secretary of, returning the proceedings of the court of inquiry on the operations of the army 
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for revision, agreeably to the order of the President of the United States —Letter 
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War, Secretary of, for the reassembling of the court of inquiry on the. oper: ations of the army under 

the command of Major General Scott against the Seminole Indians in F lorida in 
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War, Secretary of, returning the proceedings of the court of inquiry into the del: ays in opening and 
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War, Secretary of, directing Major General Scott to repair to F lorida and assume the direction of 

operations against the Seminole Indians.—Letter from the ........... eves Te 
War, Secretary of, relative to the continuing of operations against the esata and their removal 
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War, Secretary of, directing that the militia of Georgia, if required, be received into iowcenbiaie and if 

not required they will be discharged.—Letter i ar Metin: a 
War, Secretary of, relative to the payment of the expenses incurred by the militia of Georgia in the 

defence of Florida, in the hostilities with the Seminole Indians.—Letter of the.... 230 
War, Secretary of, relative to the supplic s furnished by cities and other on for the suppression 
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Inspection of cannon, Bellona foundery, July 18, 1833......... palmate ina oe 
Letter of W. J. Worth, brevet lieutenant colonel, major of ordnance ............ 499 
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Letter of Decius Wadsworth, colonel of ordnance............ iitina——-_—aaw aa 
Letter of Decius Wadsworth, colonel of ordnance.........2.... eee e es ein wae 
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Letter of Lieutenant John Hills to John Clarke .........0.06.0 cee eee aiid 
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